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or 


THE   SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

AT  THE  FIBST  SESSION  OF  THE  SBCOIO)  OOKQRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  OITT  OF 

PHILADELPHIA,  OOTOBER  M,  1791. 


VOTES  TO  THE   BBADSB. 


L  To  ftoeomit  for  the  ibsonee  of  anr  report  of  JMatst  in  the  Senate  in  the  Seoood  Congreie,  it  it  proper 
here  to  repeat  that  the  Senate  sat  with  efoeed  doors  daring  its  L^Utire  as  well  as  its  Bzecatire  sittings,  from 
the  beginmog  of  the  First  Coitfress  np  to  the  20th  day  of  Febmaiy,  1794,  m  the  first  sessioil  of  the  Third  Oon- 
grees,  except  in  the  ease  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  contested  eleetion,  when  a  proposition  suoeeeded,  which  had  fre- 
qoenUj  before  foiled,  in  that  body,  that  the  LegisUtiTo  sittiaffs  of  the  SeMte  shodd  thenceforth,  after  the  ead 
of  that  session  of  Congress,  be  ooodneted  with  open  doors  and  gaUeriea 


IL  In  the  Histoi^of  the  First  OoQgiess,  the  ProceeAi^  of  the  Senate  in  its  ExeeatiTe  capacitT  were  given, 
with  a  Tiew  to  shown^  how  they  began,  were  modified  in  their  progress,  and  continued  to  the  end  of  that  Coo- 
grasL  Fkom  the  beginning  of  the  Seoflnd  Oongrssi^  howoTer,  the  BScecatiye  Journal  being  in  general  a  mono- 
toDoas  leeord,  no  notice  is  taken  of  Executive  Proceedioffi  in  the  Senate,  unless  of  some  important  principle 
h^  involvad,  as  in  caie  of  aTreaty,  Ae,  or  of  Debate  whids,  finding  its  way  to  the  public  knowledge,  can  yet 
bs  traced  in  the  reeords  of  the  day. 

in  In  those  earW  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  BilU  of  dther  house  are  inserted  at  large  when  so  found  on 
the  Journal  of  that  body ;  the  object  of  doing  so  being  to  show  the  original  form  of  each,  and  to  enable  the 
ioquiring  reader  to  ascertain,  by  comparing  them  with  the  Acts  of  Oongress,  (to  be  found  in  the  Appmdix,)  what 
chsages  they  may  have  undergone  in  their  passage  throi^  the  two  Houses,  before  they  became  Laws. 


MoHDAT,  October  24^  1701. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  Congrega,  at  the  first  session  of  the 
second  Congress,  the  following  members  of  the 
Senate  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats  :* 

JoHH  Adajo,  Yice  President  and  President  of  the 
Senate; 

John  Laxodom  and  Painb  WiROf  tb,  from  New 
Hsmpshire ; 

Caucb  Snoiro  and  Giobob  Cabot,  from  Ifass*- 
chuKtts; 

Thiodobb  Fostbb  and  Josxph  Stamtor,  jr.,  ftt>m 
Rhode  IsUnd; 

Boon  Sbbbmar,  fitmi  Connecticut,  in  the  place 
of  WauAM  S.  JoHHSOH,  resigned ; 

Aaboh  Bubb,  from  New  Yoric ; 
^  Philkbqb  Dickdiboh  and  Johr  RurBBBrtw),  from 
New  Jersey ; 

BoBBBT  MoBBis,  fix>m  Pennsylvania ; 

Gborob  Rbao,  fitHn  Delaware. 

Savubl  Johrbior  and  Bbrjamir  Hawkirs,  from 
North  Carolina ; 

*  Mr.  Casbou.,  from  llsrylsnd :  Mr.  Xluwostb,  from  Ooa- 
necttcot;  Mr.  Forrsaf  from  Rboae  Island;  Mr.  Mohbok,  fTom 
VlrylBta,  sad  Mr.  Bbab,  fhmi  Delawsre,  were  snotted  to  the 
«■■  of  Sisslors  wboso  cwmtinnince  to  oSlee  wss  Itmitsd  by  Um 
CouUtuiloB  to  two  yosrs ;  bot  tbay  had  beoo  r»«lseted  bj  their 
rMpcetlTe  Blatw,  sad  hsd  produced  their  eradentlsle  et  the 
I  of  the  fleaste  speduly  convened  for  the  trsBtsctloa  of 
onlhe4lhorMsrch,179]. 


Poercb  Bvtlih  and  Ralph  Isabd,  hom  South 
Carolina;  and 

William  Fbw,  from  Georgia. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bctlbb,  Morris^  ^  snd 
DiCKiRSOR,  be  a  conunittee  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receire 
any  communication  he  may  be  pleaaed  to  make  to 
thoDs. 

Ordwred^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  Houso 
of  RepresentatiTeB  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is 
asBembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business ;  and 
that  ther  haTe  notified  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  such  commu- 
nications BS  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  petition  of  Robert  Aikin,  praying  to  be  ap- 
pomted  printer  to  the  United  States,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideratioiL 

The  petition  of  James  Alexander,  that  he  may 
be  appointed  Serffeant-at-anns,  Doorkeeper,  or 
Itosenger,  was  read ;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  oonside- 
ration. 

Mr.  BmrLBB,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that  they  had  executed  their  commission. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTcs, 
by  Mr.  Bbcklxt,  their  Clerk,  informed  the  Senate 
that  they  haye  resoWed  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, jointly  with  such  committee  as  the  Senate 
shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
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United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  may  please  to  make  to 
them ;  in  which  resolution  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Ruolted^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and  that  Messrs. 
Izard  and  Lamodon  be  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  communicate  this 
resolution  of  concurrence  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
Mr.  Becklbt,  their  Clerk,  informed  the  Senate  that 
they  have  resolved  that  two  Chaplains,  of  different 
denominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress  for  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  day,  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains ;  and, 

Seiohed^  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  that 
the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  White  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  communicate  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  this  resolution,  to- 
gether with  their  proceedings  thereon,  to  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Izard,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  agree- 
ably to  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  of  this 
day,  reported  that  they  had  executed  the  business, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  pro- 
posed to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  to  meet  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 


Tuesday,  October  25. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Bradford,  that  he  may 
be  employed  in  printing  such  bills,  journals,  and 
other  papers,  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lished, was  read ;  and  ordered  to  lie. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
meet  them  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive  any 
communications  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  the  usual  seats  will  be  assigned 
uiem. 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  accordingly 
taken  their  seats,  the  PREsmsNT  of  the  Uhited 
States  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  ad- 
dressed both  Houses  of  Congress,  as  foUoweth : 

J^eUoK^Cititefu  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  bouae  of  Repreaentativee : 

I  meet  yoa  upon  the  present  occasion  with  the  feel- 
logs  which  are  naturally  inspired  by  a  strong  impres- 
sion of  the  prosperous  situntion  of  our  common  coun- 
try, and  by  a  persuasion,  eoually  strong,  that  the  labors 
of  the  session  which  has  just  commenced  will,  under 
the  guidance  of  a  spirit  no  less  prudent  than  patriotic, 
issue  in  measures  conducive  to  the  stability  and  in- 
crease of  national  prosperity. 

Numerous  aa  are  the  Providential  blessings  which 


demand  our  grateful  acknowledgments,  the  abondaooe 
wiUi  which  another  year  has  again  rewarded  the  in- 
dustry of  the  husbandman  is  too  important  to  escape 
recollection. 

Tour  own  observations  in  your  refipeetive  ntoatiom 
will  have  satisfied  you  of  the  progressive  state  of  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  commeroe,  and  navigation.  la 
tracing  their  causes,  you  will  have  remarked,  with  psr- 
ticular  pleasure,  the  happy  effects  of  that  revival  of  cod- 
fidence,  public  as  well  as  private,  to  which  the  Gonsti* 
tution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  have  so  emioeotlj 
contributed ;  and  you  will  have  observed,  with  no  lea 
interest,  new  and  dedsive  proolis  of  the  increasing  repu- 
tation and  credit  of  the  nation.  But  you,  neverthelesa^ 
cannot  fail,  to  derive  satisfaction  from  the  coofirmatioo 
of  these  circumstances,  which  will  be  disclosed  in  the 
several  official  communications  that  will  be  made  ts 
you  in  the  course  of  your  deliberations. 

The  rapid  subsoiptions  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  completed  the  sum  allowed  to  be  sub- 
scribed in  a  single  day,  is  among  the  striking  and  pleas- 
ing evidences  which  present  themselves,  not  only  of 
confidence  in  the  Government,  but  of  resource  in  tkc 
community.  ' 

In  the  mterval  of  your  recess,  due  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  execution  of  the  different  objects  wbicb 
were  specially  provided  for  by  the  laws  ana  resolution 
of  the  last  session. 

Among  the  most  important  of  these,  is  the  defend 
and  security  of  the  western  frontien.  To  acecjpipliih 
it  on  the  most  humane  principles  was  a  primary  wiib. 
Accordingly,  at  the  same  time  that  treaties  have 
been  provisionally  concluded,  and  other  proper  meant 
used  to  attach  the  wavering,  and  to  confirm  in  tlieir 
friendship  the  well  disposed  tribes  of  Indians,  effectusl 
measures  have  been  adopted  to  make  those  of  a  hostile 
description  sensible  that  a  pacification  was  desired  upon 
terms  of  moderation  and  justice.^ 

Those  measures  having  proved  unsticoemful,  it  bs> 
came  necessary  to  convince  tlie  refractory  of  the  power 
of  the  United  States  to  punish  their  depredations.  Of- 
fensive operations  have  therefore  been  directed,  to  be 
conducted,  however,  as  consistently  as  possible  witbtlie 
dictates  of  humanity.  Some  of  these  have  been  crowned 
with  full  success,  and  others  are  yet  depending.  TIm 
expeditions  which  have  been  completed  were  carried  no 
under  the  authority,  and  at  the  expense,  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  militia  of  Kentucky ;  whose  enterprise, 
intrepidity,  and  good  conduct,  are  entitled  to  peculiar 
commendation. 

Overtures  of  peace  are  still  continued  to  the  deluded 
tribes,  and  considerable  numbers  of  individuals  belong- 
ing to  them  have  lately  renounced  all  further  opposi- 
tion, removed  from  their  former  situations,  and  placed 
themselves  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  is  sincerely  to  be  desired,  that  all  need  of  ooerciMO 
in  future  may  cease ;  and  that  an  intimate  intercourse 
may  succeed,  calculated  to  advance  the  happiness  of  the 
Indians,  and  to  attach  them  firmly  to  the  United  States. 
In  order  to  this,  it  seems  necessary— 
That  they  should  experience  the  benefits  of  an  im- 
partial dispensation  of  iustice. 

That  the  mode  of  alienating  their  lands,  the  main 
source  of  discontent  and  war,  should  be  so  defined  and 
regulated  as  to  obviate  imposition,  and,  as  far  as  may 
be  practicable,  controversy  concerning  the  reality  and 
extent  uf  the  alienations  which  are  made. 

lliat  commerce  with  them  should  be  promoted  under 
regulations  tending  to  secure  an  equitaole  deportment 


13 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


14 


OCTOUB,  1791.] 


Proceedings, 


[Sbnatb. 


toY&rds  ibem,  and  that  aoch  ratiooal  ezperimenU  should 
be  made,  for  imparting  to  them  the  blessings  of  civilisa- 
tioD,  as  may  from  time  to  time  suit  their  condition. 

That  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  should  be 
nabled  to  employ  the  means  to  which  the  Indians  have 
beeo  long  accustomed  for  uniting  their  immediate  in- 
terests with  the  preservation  of  peace 

And  that  ^cadoua  provision  should  be  made  for 
inflicting  ade^juate  penalties  upon  all  those  who,  by 
violating  their  rights,  shall  infringe  the  treaties,  and 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  Union. 

A  system  corresponding  with  the  mild  principles  of 
religion  and  philanthropy  towards  an  undnlisntenod 
nee  of  men,  whose  happmess  materially  depends  on  the 
conduct  of  the  United  States,  would  be  as  nonorable  to 
the  national  character  as  conformable  to  the  dictates  of 
wond  policy. 

The  powers  specially  vested  in  me  by  the  i^ct  laying 
certain  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  which' respect  the  sub- 
divisions of  the  districts  into  surveys,  the  appointment 
of  officers,  and  the  assignment  of  compensations,  have 
Lkewise  been  carried  into  effect  In  a  matter  in  which 
both  materiab  and  experience  were  wanting  to  guide 
the  calculation,  it  will  be  readily  conceived  that  there 
must  have  been  difficulty  in  such  an  adjustment  of  the 
rates  of  compensation  as  would  conciliate  a  reasonable 
competency  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  the  law.  It  is  hoped  that  the  circumspection 
vhicb  has  been  used  will  be  found  in  Uie  result  to  have 
secured  the  last  of  the  two  objects ;  but  it  ia  probable, 
that,  with  a  view  of  the  first,  in  some  instances  a  re- 
Tision  of  the  provision  will  be  found  advisable. 

The  impressions  with  which  this  law  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  community  have  been,  upon  the  whole, 
Mich  as  were  to  be  expected  among  enlightened  and 
well  disposed  citizens,  from  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  the  measure.  The  novelty,  however,  of  the  tai^,  in  a 
considerable  part  of  the  United  States,  and  a  miscon- 
ception of  some  of  its  provisions,  have  given  occasion  in 
particular  places  to  some  degree  of  discontent  But,  it 
IS  satisfactory  to  know  that  tliis  disposition  yields  to 
proper  explanations  and  more  just  apprehensions  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  law.  And  I  entertain  a  full  confi- 
dence that  it  will,  in  all,  give  way  to  motives  which 
trtse  out  of  a  just  sense  of  duty,  and  a  virtuous  regard 
to  public  welfare^ 

if  there  are  any  circumstances  in  the  law  which,  con- 
uttently  with  its  main  design,  may  be  so  varied  as  to 
remove  any  well-intentioned  objections  that  maj^  hap- 
pen to  exist,  it  will  consist  with  a  wise  moderation  to 
mske  the  proper  variations^  It  is  desirable,  on  all  occa- 
fcioos.  to  unite,  with  a  steady  and  firm  adherence  to 
cnastitational  and  necessary  acts  of  Government,  the 
falJest  eridenoe  of  a  disposition,  as  fiir  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable, to  consult  the  wishes  of  every  part  of  the  com- 
ni unity,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  public  admin- 
istration in  the  affections  of  the  people. 

Pursuant  to  the  auUiority  contained  in  the  several 
acu  on  that  subject,  a  district  of  ten  miles  square,  for 
the  permanent  seat  of  the  Government  of  tho  United 
States,  lias  been  fixed,  and  announced  by  proclamation ; 
which  district  will  comprehend  lands  on  both  sides  of 
the  river  Potomac,  and  the  towns  of  Alexandria  and 
Georgetown.  A  city  has  also  been  laid  out,  agreeably 
to  a  plan  which  will  bo  placed  before  Congress.  And, 
SI  there  is  a  prospect,  favored  by  the  rate  of  rales  which 
luive  already  taken  place,  of  ample  funds  for  carrying 
oD  the  necessary  public  buildings,  there  is  every  expect- 
stiuQ  of  their  due  progress. 
The  completion  of  the  ceosua  of  the  inhabitants,  for 


which  provision  was  made  by  law,  has  been  duly  noti- 
fied, (excepting  one  instance  in  which  the  return  has 
been  informal ;  and  another,  in  which  it  has  been  omit- 
ted or  miscarried,)  and  the  returns  of  the  officers  who 
were  charged  with  this  duty,  which  wUl  be  laid  before 
you,  will  give  you  the  pfeasing  assurance,  that  the 
present  population  of  the  u  nited  States  borders  oo  four 
millions  of  persona. 

It  is  proper  also  to  inform  you  that  a  farther  loan  of 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  florins  has  been  completed  in 
Holland  ;  the  terms  of  which  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
one  last  announced,  except  as  to  a  small  reduction  of 
charges.  Another,  on  like  terms,  for  six  millions  of 
florins,  had  been  set  on  foot  under  circumstances  that 
assured  an  immediate  completion. 

Oenilemen  of  the  Senate : 

Two  treaties  which  have  been  proyisionally  concluded 
with  the  Cherokees  and  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  will  be 
laid  before  you  for  your  consideration  and  ratification. 

Oenilemen  of  the  Houee  of  JUpreeentoHvee  : 

In  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  your  legislative 
trust,  you  must  anticipate,  with  pleasure,  that  many  of 
the  dimculties,  necessarily  incident  to  the  first  arrange- 
ments of  a  new  Government,  for  an  extensive  country, 
have  been  happily  surmounted  by  the  sealous  and  judi- 
cious exertions  of  your  predecessors,  in  co-operation 
with  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  The  import- 
ant objects  which  remain  to  be  accomplished,  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  be  conducted  upon  principles  equally  com- 
prehensive, and  equally  well  calculated  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  general  wcaL 

The  time  limited  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the 
loans  proposed  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  debt 
of  the  United  States  having  expired,  statements  from 
the  proper  department  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  apprixe 
YOU  of  the  exact  result  Enough,  however,  is  already 
known  to  afford  an  assurance  that  the  views  of  that  act 
have  been  substantially  fulfilled.  The  subscription,  in 
the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States,  has  embraced 
by  for  the  greatest  proportion  of  that  debt ;  affording,  at 
the  same  time,  proof  of  the  general  satisfaction  of  the 
public  creditors  with  the  system  which  has  been  pro- 
posed to  their  acceptance,  and  of  the  spirit  of  accommo- 
dation to  the  convenience  of  the  Government  with  which 
they  are  actuated.  The  subscriptions  in  the  debts  of 
tho  respective  States,  as  for  as  the  provisions  of  the  law 
have  permitted,  may  be  said  to  be  vet  more  general 
The  part  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States  which  re- 
mains unsubscribed,  will  naturally  engage  your  further 
deliberations. 

It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  me  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce to  you  that  the  revenues  which  have  been  es- 
tablished promise  to  be  adequate  to  their  objects,  and 
may  be  permitted,  if  no  unforeseen  exigency  occurs,  to 
supersede,  for  the  present,  the  necessity  of  any  new 
burdens  upon  our  constituents. 

An  object  which  will  claim  your  early  attention  is  a 
provision  for  the  current  service  of  the  ensuing  year, 
together  with  such  ascertained  demands  upon  the  l*rea- 
sury  as  require  to  be  immediately  discharged,  and  such 
casualties  as  may  have  arisen  in  the  execution  of  the 
public  business,  for  which  no  specific  appropriation  may 
have  yet  been  made ;  of  all  which  a  proper  estimate 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Bouse  of  Eepreeentativea : 

I  shall  content  myself  with  a  general  reference  to 
former  communicatiofis  for  several  object^  upon  which 
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the  wr^mBj  of  other  affiun  has  hitherto  poetponed  uaj 
definitive  reeolatioo.  Their  importanoe  will  reeill  them 
to  yonr  attention  \  and,  I  trust,  that  the  progreet  ahread/ 
made  in  the  most  ardaoue  arrangements  of  the  QoTera- 
ment  will  affofd  yon  leisure  to  resome  them  with  ad- 
vantage. 

There  are,  however,  some  of  them  of  which  I  cannot 
forhear  a  more  particular  mentioa  These  are:  the  Militia, 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  the  Mint,  Weights  and 
Measures,  and  a  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands 
of  the  United  States. 

The  first  is  certainly  an  oliject  of  primarj  importance, 
whether  viewed  in  reference  to  the  national  security,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  oommnnitv,  or  to  the  preservation 
of  order.  In  connection  with  this,  the  establishment  of 
eompetent  magastnes  and  arsenals,  and  the  fortification 
of  such  places  as  are  peculiarly  important  and  vulnera- 
ble, naturally  present  themselves  to  consideration.  The 
safety  of  the  United  States,  under  Divine  protection, 
ought  to  rest  on  the  basis  of  systematic  and  sohd  arrange- 
ments, exposed  as  little  as  possible  to  the  haiards  of 
fortuitous  dreumstances. 

The  importance  of  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  on 
a  plan  sufficiently  liberal  and  comprehensive,  as  they 
respect  the  expedition,  safety,  and  facility  of  communi- 
cation, is  increased  by  their  lostrumentality  in  diffusing 
a  knowledge  of  the  laws  and  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  which,  while  it  contributes  to  the  security  of  the 
people,  serves  als^  to  guard  them  against  the  effects  of 
misrepresentation  and  misconception.  The  establish- 
ment of  additional  cross  posts,  especially  to  some  of  the 
important  points  in  the  western  and  northeni  parts  of 
the  Union,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  material  utility. 

The  disorders  in  the  existing  currency,  and  especially 
the  scarcity  of  small  change,  a  scarcity  so  peculiarly  dia- 
tressing  to  the  poorer  classes^  stronglv  recommeod  the 
carry  ipg  into  immediate  effect  the  resolution  alreadv  en- 
tered into  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  Mint  Mea- 
sures haTe  been  taken  pursuant  to  that  resolution  for 
procuring  some  of  the  most  necessary  artists,  together 
with  the  requisite  apparatus. 

An  uniformity  in  the  Weights  and  Measures  of  the 
country  is  amoo^  the  important  objects  submitted  to 
you  by  the  Constitution,  and,  if  it  can  be  derived  from  a 
standard  at  once  invariable  and  universal,  must  be  no 
less  honorable  to  the  pubUc  councils,  than  conducive  to 
the  public  convenience. 

A  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the 
United  States  is  particularly  urged,  among  other  reasons, 
by  the  important  considerations,  that  they  are  pledged 
as  a  fund  for  reimbursing  the  public  debt ;  that,  if  timely 
and  judiciously  ap|^ed;they  may  save  the  necessity  of 
burthening  our  atixens  with  new  taxes  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  principal ;  and  that,  being  free  to  dis- 
charge the  principal  but  in  a  limited  proportion,  no  op- 
pNortunity  ought  to  be  lost  for  availing  the  public  of  its 
right 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UNtm  Statxs,  October  26,  1791. 

The  FRBsmBiTT  of  the  United  States  having 
retired,  and  the  two  Hoasea  being  separated, 

Ordertd^  That  Meaara.  Bubr,  Cabot,  and  Johh* 
SToif,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the 
draft  of  an  Addreaa  to  the  Preftident  of  the  United 
Statea,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  delivered  this  day 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  delivered  this  day,  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 


WxDHBSDAT,  October  S6. 

RuFus  Kmo,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
John  Henbt,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  attended. 

The  following  Letter,  dated  October  36th,  1791, 
from  the  Treasnrer  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Vice  President,  was  commanicated : 

Sn:  My  aocoonls  from  the  1st  October,  1790,  to  the 
80th  June,  1791,  havmff  passed  the  offices,  and  been  re- 
ported on,  permit  me^  Arough  you,  to  lay  them  before 
the  honorable  the  Senate,  and  at  the  same  time  te  io- 
fbrm  them  that  my  roecie  and  indent  accounts  from  the 
1st  July  to  the  80u  September,  are  at  the  Treasury  fur 
setdement,  and  when  passed  on,  will  be  immediately 
handed  yoo. 

Ordered,  That  this  Letter,  and  the  aoconnts  there- 
in referred  to,  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received  and  read : 

OentUmen  of  the  Benaie,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  JUpreeetUoHvee : 

I  lay  before  you  copies  of  the  following  Acts  which 
have  De«i  transmittea  to  me  during  the* recess  of  Ooa- 
gres^  vis.: 

An  Act  passed  by  the  LegisUture  of  New  Hampshire, 
for  ceding  to  the  United  States  the  fort  and  light-house 
belonging  to  the  said  State. 

An  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  ratifying 
on  behalf  of  said  State,  the  first  article  of  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  as  proposed  by 
Congress;  and 

jSi  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  granting 
theuseofthejails  withinthat  State  to  theUnited  States. 

O.  WASHINOTON. 

URtTsn  SiATtt,  October  SA,  1791. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  and  papers  accom- 
panying it  He  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Shubrick,  Esq.,  of 
Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  be- 
half of  Mary  and  Susanna  Shubrick,  daughters  of 
Richard  Shubrick,  Esq.,  deceased,  was  read,  pray- 
ing that  the  provisions  of  the  resolves  of  Congress 
of  the  16th  of  May,  1778,  and  of  the  34th  of  An- 

SDst,  1780,  may  be  extended  to  the  aaid  Mary  and 
usanna. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Thursdat,  October  37. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia  was  communi- 
cated, dated  October  6th,  1791.     . 

Jietolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  Jaonary 
last,  be  extended  to  the  present  Oongress  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  fbmish  co- 
pies of  the  said  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtivesL 

The  memorial  of  John  Nixon  and  others,  a  com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  certain  creditors  of  the  United 
States,  was  read,  requesting  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of 
their  interest  and  the  annual  interest  accruing. 

Ordered,  Tliat  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Roger  Smith,  in  behalf  of  Jacob 
and  William  Mott,  minors,  and  sons  of  Charles 
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Ifot^  Isq.,  dacwed,  late  a  Major  of  tlie  seoond 
oontiiieiital  regimefit  of  the  State  of  South  Oaro- 
lina,  was  read,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  oommu- 
titkm  of  half  p^  may  be  extended  to  the  afore- 
nid  Jacob  and  William. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  0.  Elliot,  executor  of 
the  late  Colonel  Bernard  Slliot,  was  read,  praying 
that  the  orphan  son  of  the  said  Bernard  Elliot 
mty  receiTe  the  commutation  for  his  Ute  fiither's 
soTjces,  as  Lieutenant-colonel,  who  died  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States^ 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  James  Ball,  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  on  behalf  of  Jean  Ann  Ball,  his  wife,  late 
Jean  Ann  Wise,  only  daughter  of  Major  Samuel 
Wise,  deceased,  late  of  the  third  continental  regi- 
ment in  the  State  aforesaid,  was  read,  praying  that 
the  benefits  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  15th 
of  May,  1778,  and  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  may 
be  extended  to  ttie  said  Jean  Ann. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  thej  have  proceeded  by 
ballot  to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  to  Con- 
pess  on  their  pui,  and,  upon  examming  the  bal- 
lots, a  majority  of  the  yotes  of  the  whole  House 
was  found  in  fiivor  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Blair. 

The  petition  of  Charles  Hateley,  of  South  Car- 
olioa,  that  he  may  have  a  patent  for  a  newly  in- 
vented machine  or  mill,  for  freeing  of  grain  or 
seeds  from  the  hull ;  also  the  petition  of  the  said 
Gharlea  Hateley,  praying  for  encouragement  in 
perfecting  his  machine  for  cleansing  or  whitening 
of  rice,  were  severally  read  and  ordered  to  lie. 

The  petition  of  Cleland  Kinloch,  of  Charleston, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  behalf  of  his 

Whole  nuanber  cfPermnu  u^hin  the  several  Distrieti  of  the  United  States^  according  to  an  Act  **prooiding 
for  the  Enumeration  of  the  InhahitanU  of  the  United  States^'' passed  March  1, 1790. 


sister,  Mary  Hnger,  widow  of  Benjamin  Huger, 
Esq.,  late  Major  of  the  fifth  continental  regiment 
of  the  State  aforesaid,  was  read,  praying  that  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  of  May  16th,  1778,  and 
34th  of  August,  1780,  may  be  extended  to  the  said 
Mary  Huger. 

drder^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  SUtes : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  bouse  of  HepretentfUives : 

I  lay  beibffe  you  a  eopy  of  a  letter,  and  of  randry  do- 
cuments, which  I  have  received  from  the  Oovernor  of 
Peniiavlvama»  respecting  certato  penons  who  are  aaid  to 
have  fled  from  justice  out  of  the  State  of  Peonaylvania, 
into  that  of  Virginia;  together  with  a  report  of  the  Attor- 
nev-Oeneral  of  the  United  States  upon  the  same  subject. 

I  have  received  from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina 
a  copy  of  an  Act  of  the  Oeoeral  Assembly  of  that  State, 
authorising  htm  to  convey  to  the  Uniteil  States  the  right 
and  juriadietion  of  the  said  State  over  one  acre  of  land 
in  Ocracock  Island,  and  ten  acres  on  the  Gape  Island, 
within  the  said  State,  for  the  purpoM  of  erecting  light- 
houses thereon,  together  with  the  deed  of  the  Ghivemor, 
in  pursuance  thereof,  and  the  original  conveyances 
made  to  the  State  by  the  individual  proprietors,  which 
original  conveyances  contain  conditions  that  the  light- 
house on  Ocracock  shall  be  built  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  1801.  and  that  on  the  Oape  Island  be/ore  the 
eighth  day  of  October,  1800.  AndTl  have  caused  these 
several  papers  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Seere 
taiT  ofSute. 

A  statement  of  the  Returns  of  the  Enumeration  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Che  United  States,  which  have  been 
received,  will  at  this  tame  be  laid  before  yon. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UmnD  SrATm,  October  27, 1791. 

The  statement  of  the  Enumeration  referred  to  in 
the  Message  is  as  follows : 


Vermont 

New  Hampshire    • 

t  Maine 
Massachusetts 
Bhode  Island 
Conneetieut 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
Kentucky 
North  Carolina     • 
Sooth  Carolina     - 
Georgia     • 

Southwestern  Territory 
Northwestern  Territory  • 


I 


Free  while  males 

n«e  white 

of  sixteen  veara 
and  ttpw8ra%  in- 

males  on- 

deriixteea 

elndlng  heads  of 

JMUl. 

fluniUes. 

82,4Sa 

88,828 

8«,086 

84.861 

S4,Sg4 

24^748 

»fi,4AS 

87,869 

16,019 

16,799 

60^638 

64,408 

88,700 

78,188 

46,261 

41,416 

110.786 

106,948 

11,768 

18,148 

66,916 

61,889 

110^986 

116,186 

16,164 

17,067 

69,988 

77,606 

18»I08 

14,0U 

6,871 

10^877 

FkeewhUa  fe- 
males loslod- 
ina  beads  of 
fhmittea. 


40,606 

70.160 

46,870 
190,688 

88,668 
117,448 
168,880 

88»887 
806,868 

88,884 
101,896 
816,046 

28,982 
140,710 

86,789 
16,866 


All    ether 
Area 


868 

680 

688 

6,468 

8,407 

8,806 

4,664 

8,762 

6,687 

8,899 

8,048 

18,866 

114 

4,976 

896 
861 


SlaTss. 


Total 


16 

166 

none. 

none. 

946 

8,764 

81,884 

11,468 

8,787 

6,667 

108,086 

292,627 

12,430 

100,672 

29,264 
8,417 


66.689 
141,666 

96,640 
876,787 

66,826 
287,946 
840,180 
164,189 
484,878 

69,094 
819,786 
747,610 

78,677 
898,761 

82,646 
86,691 
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The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read ;  and  ottered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  communicated  by  the  Secretary 
of  War: 

GentUmen  of  the  Senate,  emd 

of  the  House  of  JHepreseniativeB : 

I  ht^e  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before 
you,  for  your  examination,  the  reports  of  Brigadier 
General  Scott,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Commandant 
Wilkinson,  the  officers  who  commanded  the  two  ezpe* 
ditions  u^inst  the  Wabash  Indians,  in  the  months  of 
June  and  August  last;  together  with  the  instructions 
by  virtue  of  which  the  said  expeditions  were  under- 
taken. When  the  operations  now  depending  shall  be 
terminated,  the  reports  relative  thereto  shall  also  be 
laid  before  you. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 
Unitbd  Statss^  October  27,  1791. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read ;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bi'RR  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  answer  to  his  speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

Orderedy  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  to  take  the 
report  into  consideration. 


Friday,  October  28. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  Address 
reported  by  the  committee  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  24th 
instant,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress ;  which  report 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  have  received 
with  the  highest  satisfaction  the  assurances  of  public 
prosperity  contained  in  your  speech  to  both  ^uses. 
The  multiplied  blessings  of  Providence  have  not 
escaped  our  notice,  or  failed  to  excite  our  gratitude. 

The  benefits  which  flow  from  the  restoration  of  pub- 
lic and  private  confidence  are  conspicuous  and  import- 
ant ;  and  the  pleasure  with  which  we  contemplate  them 
is  heightened  by  your  assurance  of  those  further  com- 
munications which  shall  confirm  their  existence  and 
indicate  their  source. 

W  hile  we  reioice  in  the  success  of  those  military 
operations  which  have  been  directed  against  the  hostile 
Indians,  we  lament  with  you  the  necessity  that  has 
produced  theiu  ;  snd  we  participate  the  hope  that  the 
present  pfospect  of  a  gt^neral  peace,  on  terms  of  mode- 
ration and  justice,  may  be  wrought  into  complete  and 
permanent  effect;  and  that  the  measures  of  Goyeniment 
may  equally  embrnco  the  security  of  our  frontiers  and 
the  general  interests  of  humanity.  Our  solicitude  to 
obtain  which,  will  insure  our  sealous  attention  to  an 
object  so  warmly  espoused  by  the  principles  of  bene- 
volence, and  so  highly  interesting  to  the  honor  and 
welfare  of  the  nation. 

Tlie  several  subjects  which  you  have  particularly 
recommended,  and  thoi^e  which  remain  of  former  ses- 
sions, will  engage  our  early  consideration.  We  are 
encouraged  to  prosecute  them  with  alacrity  and  steadi- 
ness, by  the  belief  that  they  will  interest  no  passion  but 


that  for  the  general  welfhre ;  by  the  aaauranoe  of  con- 
cert, and  by  a  view  of  those  arduoua  and  importimt  ar- 
rangements which  have  been  already  accomplished. 

We  observe,  sir,  the  constancy  and  activity  of  your 
seal  for  the  public  good.  The  example  will  animata 
our  efforts  to  promote  the  happiness  of  our  country. 

Ordered,  That  the  Address  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech,  be 
presented  by  the  Vice  President,  attended  by  the 
Senate;  and  that  the  committee  which  reported 
the  Address  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  desire  to  be  informed  at  what  time  and 
place  he  will  receive  the  same. 


Monday,  October  81. 

Jakes  Monrob,  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat 

Moses  Robinson,  from  the  State  of  Vermont, 
produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  28th  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported,  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  receive  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  his  speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  Monday  next,  at  12 
o^cIock. 

•  Whereupon  the  Senate  waited  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States  at  his  own  house,  and  the 
Vice  President,  in  their  name,  communicated  to 
him  the  Address  agreed  to  on  the  28th  instant,  to 
which  the  President  op  the  United  States  was 
pleased  to  make  the  following  reply : 

GxNTLKMSN '.  TIlis  manifestation  of  your  zeal  for  the 
honor  and  the  happiness  of  our  country  derives  its  full 
value  from  the  share  which  your  deliberatiooa  have 
already  had  in  promoting  both. 

I  thank  you  for  the  favorable  sentiments  with  which 
you  view  the  part  I  have  borne  in  the  arduous  trust 
committed  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ; 
and  desire  you  to  be  assured  that  all  my  zeal  will  con- 
tinue to  second  those  further  efforts  for  the  public  good 
which  are  insured  by  Uie  spirit  in  which  you  are  enter- 
ing on  the  present  session. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Senate  returned  to  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  representation  of  Joseph  Ceracchi,  a  Roman 
sculptor,  of  the  design  conceived  of  a  monument 
for  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  American 
Revolution,  was  read ;  and  ordered  that  it  lie  for 
consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  MoRRrs,  Kino,  Izard, 
Cabot,  and  Henry,  be  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  subject  of  a  Mint,  and  to  report  a 
bill  thereon,  if  they  think  proper. 

On  motion  to  alter  the  Rule  which  prorides  for 
balloting  in  the  choice  of  committees,  and  that  the 
Vice  President  be  empowered  to  nominate  the  com* 
miltees  in  future ;  it  was  agreed  that  the  motion  be 
postponed. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Strong,  Butler,  and 
Burr,  be  the  committee  to  consider  and  report 
what  business  it  is  necessary  for  the  Senate  to 
proceed  on. 
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Tuesday,  November  1. 

The  fb11<ywing  Messages  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  were,  by  Mr.  Lear,  bis  Secretary, 
delivered  to  the  Vice  President 

Oentltmen  of  the  SenuU,  and 

9f  ike  Scute  of  RepreeentoHvee  : 

I  Bend  you,  herewith,  the  armngement  which  has 
been  made  by  lue,  pursuant  to  the  act»  entitled  **  An 
act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from 
abroad,  and  laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  an<l  for  appro- 
priating the  same,**  in  respect  to  the  subdivision  of  the 
sereral  districts,  created  by  the  said  act,  into  surveys  of 
inspection,  the  appointment  of  officers  for  the  same,  and 
the  assignment  of  compensations. 

O.  WASHINGTOK. 

UiirrzD  Statx8»  October  81, 1791. 

QeiUlemem  of  Ikt  SetuUff  and 

of  the  Momee  of  Xepresentotivee : 

I  received  yesterday,  from  the  Judge  of  the  district  of 
South  Carolina,  a  letter  enclosing  the  presentments  of 
the  grand  jury  to  him,  and  staling  the  causes  which 
have  preventctl  the  return  of  the  census  froni  that  dis- 
trict, copies  of  which  are  now  laid  before  you. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UviTKD  Statu,  November  1, 1791. 

The  messages  and  papers  were  read;  and  the 
arrangement  respecting  the  collection  of  the  excise 
is  as  follows : 

ArraDgements  made  by  the  PaaarosMT  or  thb  United 
Statim,  with  respect  to  the  subdivisions  of  the  several 
districts  thereof  into  surveys,  the  appointment  of  offi- 
cers, and  the  assignment  of  compensations,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
1791,  entitled  **  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled 
spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laving  otlu'rs  in 
tneir  stead  ;  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  lor  appropriating  the  same.* 
New  Hampshire  forms  one  survey  of  inspection,  llie 
doties  of  inspector  are  performed  by  the  supervisor ;  to 
this  office  Joshua  Weotworlh  has  been  appointed.    His 
eompensAtion  is  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  a 
conimisaion  of  one-half  per  cent 

Massachusetts  forms  three  surveys  of  inspection.  No. 
1.  eim&ists  of  the  province  of  Maino ;  No.  2,  of  the  couu- 
ties  of  Easez.  Middleaez,  Worcester,  Hampshire,  and 
Berkshire;  No.  8,  of  the  residue  of  the  State.  Nathan- 
iel Gtirham  has  been  appointed  supervisor ;  his  com- 
peosatiun  is  a  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  a 
com  mission  of  one-half  per  cent  The  saper  visor  per- 
forms tlie  duties  of  inspector  of  survey  No.  1.  Jonathan 
Jackson  has  been  appointed  inspector  of  survey  No.  2, 
uid  Leonard  Jarvia  for  survey  Na  3.  The  compensa- 
tion to  lach  of  these  inspectors  is  a  salary  of  live  hun- 
drnl  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one-luilf  per  cent 

Rhode  Island  forms  one  survey,  llie  duties  of  in- 
spector are  performed  by  th«  t^upervisor.  John  S.  Dex- 
ter Las  been  appointed  to  \his  office,  with  an  allowance 
of  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  a  comraisslou  of 
on^lialf  per  cent. 

CunDecticut  forms  one  survey.  The  duties  of  inspec- 
tor are  performed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  John  Ches- 
ter. Uia  compensation  is  a  salary  of  six  hundred 
dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one-half  per  cent. 


Vermont  forms  one  survey,  of  which  the  supervisor 
performs  the  duties  of  inspector.  Noah  Smith  has  been 
appointed  to  this  office.  His  allowance  is  a  salary  of 
four  hundred  dollars,  and  a  eommissioo  of  one*half  per 
cent 

New  York  forms  one  survey,  of  which  the  snpervisor 
acts  as  inspector.  William  S.  Smith  has  been  appointed 
to  this  ofilce,  with  k  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars, 
and  a  commission  of  one  half  per  cent 

New  Jersey  forms  one  survey.  The  supervisor  per- 
forms the  duties  of  inspector.  To  this  office,  Aaron 
Dunham  has  been  appointed.  His  compensation  is  a 
salary  of  four  hundrou  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one- 
half  per  cent. 

Pennsylvania  forms  four  surveys.  No.  1,  consists  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of 
Bucks  and  Montgomery ;  Na  2,  of  the  ci>antie8  of 
Berks,  Northampton,  Luseme,  and  Northumberland; 
No.  8,  of  the  counties  of  Delaware,  Chester,  Lancaster, 
York,  Dauphin,  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Miffiin,  and 
Huntingdon ;  No.  4,  of  the  counties  of  Bedford.  West- 
moreland, Washington,  and  ^llegany.  T^e  supervisor 
for  the  district,  C^rge  Clytner,  acts  as  unspector  of 
survey  Na  1.  His  compensation  is  a  soUry  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one-half  per  cent 
James  Collins  has  been  appointed  inspector  ot  survey 
No.  2,  Edward  Hand  of  survey  Na  8,  and  John  Neville 
of  survey  Na  4.  The  allowance  to  eadi  of  these  in- 
spectors is  a  salary  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
and  a  commission  of  one  per  cent. 

Delaware  forma  one  survey,  of  which  the  supervisor 
acta  as  inspector.  His  compensation  is  a  salary  of  four 
hundred  oollars,  and  a  commission  of  one  fMir  cent 
Henry  Latimer,  who  was  appointed  supervisor,  has  re- 
signed his  office. 

Maryland  forms  two  surveys.  No.  1,  comprehends 
the  counties  of  St  Mary's,  Soroersot  Calvert,  Queen 
Anne*s,  Caroline,  Kent,  Charles,  Talbot,  Dorchester, 
Baltimore,  Anno  Arundel,  Worcester,  Hartford,  Cecil, 
and  Prince  George's.  Na  2,  consists  of  the  counties  of 
Montgomery,  Washington,  Frederick,  and  Allegany. 
The  supervisor  of  the  district  George  Gale,  officiates  as 
inspector  of  survey  Na  1.  His  compensation  is  a  salaiy 
of  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  a  commission  oA^e  per 
cent  Philip  Thomas  has  been  appointed  inspmor  of 
survey  Na  2,  with  a  salary  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one  per  cent 

Virginia  has  been  divided  into  seven  surveys  of  in- 
spection. No.  1,  consists  of  the  counties  of  Lancaster, 
Northumberland,  Richmond,  Westmoreland,  King 
George,  Caroline,  Hanover,  Henrico,  Charles  City, 
James  City,  Warwick,  Elizabeth  City,  York.  Gloucester, 
Matthews,  Middlesex,  Essex,  King  and  Queen,  King 
William,  and  New  Kent;  Na  2.  of  the  counties  of 
Staflbid,  Prince  William,  Fairfax,  Loudon,  Fauquier, 
Culpeper,  Orange,  Albemarle,  Louisa,  and  Spotsylva- 
nia; No.  8,  of  the  counties  of  Goochland,  Fluvatina, 
Amherst,  Bedford.  Franklin,  Henry,  Patrick,  Pittsylva- 
nia, Halifax,  Charlotte,  Mecklenburg,  Lunenburg,  Not- 
toway, Amelia.  Pcnvhatan,  Comberiand,  Buckingham, 
Prince  Edward,  and  Campbell;  No.  4,  of  the  counties 
of  Princess  Anne,  Chesterfield,  Norfolk,  Isle  of  Wight, 
Sussex,  Surry,  Prince  George,  Dinwiddle,  Brunswick, 
Greensville,  Southampton,  Nansemond,  Accomack,  and 
Northampton ;  Na  5,  of  Frederick,  Berkley,  Hamn- 
shire,  Hardy,  Monongalia,  Ohio,  Harrison,  Randolph, 
Pendlet(»n,  Augusta,  Rockingham,  and  Bhenandonh; 
No.  6,  of  the  cocnties  of  Rockbridge,  Botetourt,  Mont- 
gomery, Wythe,  Washington,  Ru««ell,  Greenbriar,  and 
Kanbtkwa;  No.  7,  oonsiaU  of  the  district  of  Kentucky. 
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Bdwvd  CwriagtoD  has  been  appobted  aupemaor,  with 
a  talar J  of  one  thonwmd  doUan,  and  a  oommiaMon  oC 
one  per  cent  Drunr  Ragsdale  haa  been  appointed  in- 
sneetor  of  aurve/  Koi  1 ;  Edward  Stevena  of  Na  2 ; 
Mayo  Carrington  of  Na  8 ;  Thomaa  Newton  of  Na  4 ; 
Edward  Smith  of  Na  6;  Jamea  Brackanridc^  of  Na  6; 
and  Thomaa  Manhal  of  Na  7.  The  eompenmtion  to 
these  offieen  are  to  eaeh,  a  aalarr  of  Ibnr  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  a  oonmuBeion  of  one  per  cent 

North  CaroLina  forms  five  aurreysw  Na  1,  ooofliats 
of  the  conntiea  of  Wilmington,  Onslow,  New  Hanover, 
Brunswick,  Bladen,  Duplm,  Anson,  Richmond,  Moore, 
Cumberland,  Robertson,  and  Sampson ;  No.  8,  of  the 
counties  of  Carteret,  Hyde,  Beaufort,  Pitt,  Crayen,  Jones, 
Dobbs,  Johnson,  and  Wayne ;  Na  8,  of  the  counties  of 
Currituck,  Cambden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Chow- 
an, Qatea,  Hartford,  and  T^rrel ;  Na  4,  of  the  counties 
of  Northampton,  Martin,  Halilkz,  Nash,  Edgeoomb, 
Warren,  Franklin,  Caswell,  ^ange,  Randolph  Gran- 
ville, Wake,  and  Chatham ;  Na  6,  of  the  counties  of 
Mecklenburg,  Montgomery,  Roan,  Iredel,  Surrey,  Stokes, 
Rockingham,  Gilford,  Lincoln,  Rutherford,  Burke,  and 
Wilkesw  William  Polk  has  been  appointed  supervisor, 
and  a  salary,  of  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  a  commis- 
siou  of  ode  per  cent,  have  been  assigned  him  as  a  com- 
pensation. James  Read  has  been  appointed  inspector 
of  survey  No.  1 ;  John  Daves  of  Na  2 ;  Thomas  Ben- 
bury  of  "Na  8 ;  John  Whitaker  of  No.  4 ;  and  Joseph 
M'iSowel,  the  elder,  of  No.  6.  Hie  compensation  to  the. 
inspectors  of  surveys  Noa.  1,  2,  and  8,  are  to  eadi  a 
commission  of  two  per  oent;  those  inspectors  betnff 
also  officers  of  the  customa  ▲  salary  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one  per  cent  have 
been  asaiffned  as  a  compensation  to  the  inspectora  of 
surveys  Nos.  4  and  6,  respectively. 

South  Carolina  forms  tnree  surveya  No.  1,  consista 
of  the  counties  of  Colleton,  Berkley,  Washington,  Mari- 
on, Bartholomew,  Charleston,  Granville,  mlton,  Dn- 
ooId,  Shrewsbury,  Wintnn.  Orange,  and  Lewisbuigh ; 
No.  2.  of  the  counties  of  Winyaw,  WiUiamsbnrgh,  lib- 
erty, Kingston,  Darlington,  Chesterfield,  Marllx)rough, 
Clarendon,  Clermont,  Lancaster,  Kershaw,  Richland, 
Fairfield,  Chester,  and  York ;  Na  8,  of  the  counties  of 
Edgefield,  Abbeville,  Newbury,  Laurens,  Union,  Spar- 
tanbui%,  Greenville,  and  Pendleton.  The  duties  of 
inspector  of  survey  Na  1,  are  performed  br  the  super- 
visor, Daniel  Stevens,  to  whom  a  salary  of  seven  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one  per  cent  have 
been  assigned  as  a  compensation,  benjamin  Cud- 
worth  has  been  appointed  inspector  of  sorvey  No.  2, 
and  Sylvanus  Waiaer  of  Na  8.  The  compensation 
assigned  to  the  inspector  of  survey  Na  2,  is  a  salary  of 
three  hundred  dollara,  and  a  commission  of  two  per 
oent ;  to  the  inspector  of  survey  No.  8,  a  salary  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  one  per 
oent 

Georgia  forms  one  survey.  The  supervisor,  John 
Matthews,  officiates  as  inspector.  The  compensation 
assigned  him  is  a  salary  of  five  hundred  doUara,  and  a 
commission  of  one  per  cent 

The  commission,  in  each  case,  is  computed  upon  the 
nett  product  of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  officer  to  whom  it  is  allowed ;  which 
nett  product  is  determined  by  deducting,  at  eadi  stage 
of  the  compensation,  all  preceding  charges. 

With  regard  to  the  ports,  the  f<9lowing  arrangements 
have  been  made:  At  the  ports  at  which  there  are  both 
a  collector  and  a  surveyor,  the  latter  has  been  appointed 
an  inspector ;  where  there  is  a  collector  only,  he  has 
been  appointed ;  and  where  there  is  a  surveyor  only,  he 


has  been  appointed.  Hm  porta  at  whicb  neitbcr  col- 
lector nor  surveyor  resides,  have  been  placed  midar  ^ 
inspection  of  the  collector  or  surveyor  of  the  diatiict  to 
which  they  belong,  as  the  one  or  the  other  is  the  in- 
spector of  the  revenue  for  the  port  where  he  reaides. 
llie  duties  of  these  inspectors  are  confined  to  apirits 
Imported  from  abroad ;  and,  aa  they  bear  an  analogy  to 
those  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  perform,  no 
compensation  has  been  assisned.  The  officers^  directed 
by  tne  18th  section  of  the  law  to  be  appointcMl  by  the 
supervisors,  have  been  denominated  oolleetora  of  the 
revenue.  Iheir  number  haa  been  of  necessity  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  supervisor,  with  these  general  inti- 
mations, that  they  should  be,  in  all  cases,  as  few  as  the 
proper  execution  of  the  business  would  permit ;  and 
that  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  stills, 
one  for  eadi  county  would  suffice ;  but  this  r^nlation 
necessarily  varies  as  the  stills  are  more  or  less  dispersed. 
Where  they  are  much  scattered,  two,  three,  or  more 
counties,  have  been  assigned  to  the  same  person.  Tlie 
compensation  to  these  officers  is  a  commiaaioD  on  the 
sums  collected  by  each,  ci  two  per  cent  on  the  product 
of  the  duties  on  spirits  distillea  from  foreign  material^ 
and  of  four  per  cent  on  the  product  of  the  duties 
arising  from  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  materials, 
whether  per  gaUon  or  by  the  still.  Tliis  difference  was 
dictated  oy  the  different  nature  of  the  boainesa. 
TaKAauAT  Dar AaTMKOT,  October  81, 1791. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statca. 
ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeaamy. 

Ordered^  That  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  appointed  yes- 
terday to  consider  the  necessary  business  to  be 
acted  on,  reported  as  follows : 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  will  be 
proper  for  the  Senate  to  proceed  on  the  following 
business: 

1.  The  establishing  of  a  Mint 

2.  The  fixing  the  sUndard  of  Weights  and  Mea- 
surea. 

8.  The  determining  the  time  for  choosinff  the  Elect- 
ors  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  and  the  day  on 
which  they  shall  give  their  votes,  and  prescribing  the 
mode  of  transmitting  the  votes  to  the  seat  of  Ooveni- 
ment 

4.  Providing  compensation  for  the  officers  of  the  Judi- 
cial Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  jurora  and 
witnesses. 

5.  The  bill  postponed  in  the  Senate,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, for  establishing  offices  for  the  purpose  of  Qranting 
Lands  within  the  territories  of  the  United  Statesi 

6.  The  bill  postponed  in  like  manner,  concerning 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consula 

To  which  report  the  Senate  agreed. 

The  petition  of  William  Hort,  in  behalf  of  Isa- 
bella, Martha,  and  Mary,  daughters  of  John  Bush, 
late  of  the  second  continental  regiment  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  of  15th  May,  1778,  and  24th 
August,  1780,  may  be  extended  to  them,  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,    That   Messrs.    Izard,    Monroe,  and 


25 


:if; 


TORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


26 


ir»i.] 


^TOOBBdinfftm 


[Sbhatb. 


Lavsdov,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  considera- 
tion tlw  sabjoet  relatiTe  to  Weighte  and  Meaanrea, 
and  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

Orirtit  That  Meaara.  RuiBBKruBD,  Shbb* 
HAS,  ttd  BvsB,  be  a  committee  to  raport  a  bill 
detennining  the  time  of  chooeinff  the  £lectori  of 
Pkeddent  and  Vioe  Pieaident,  and  the  day  in  which 
tiM^  ihall  give  thehr  votes,  and  preaenbing  the 
mode  of  tianamitting  the  votes  to  the  aeat  of  Go- 
vernment. 

Oriereit  That  Meaers.  Hbat,  Stboto,  and 
VoiBOB,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bili  providing 
eompenaatioD  for  the  offieera  of  the  Jadidiu 
Goorta  of  the  United  Statea,  and  for  jnron  and 


Onderod;  That  Measts^  Kn*,  FoeTsm,  MomiOB, 
Smoan,  mod  ButlbM^m  a  committee  to  report  a 
bQl  foreatebliahing  oflfeea  for  the  purpose  of  Urant- 
bg  Lands  within  the  territorlea  of  the  United 
Stetea. 

Ordtredt  lliat  Meaara.  Moastt,  Cabot,  and 
EuswoBTBi;  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  con- 
cerning Consuls  and  Vice  Consols. 

Oriereit  That  Messrs.  Bubb,  Putleb,  snd  Ro- 
BiBsoK,  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  Roles,  and 
report  such  alteratlona  and  additiona  as  may  be 


WxDBBSDAT,  November  % 

Tlie  petition  of  the  diatillera  of  the  city  of  New 
York  waa  read,  praying  for  each  alteration  aa  may 
be  tliongfat  expedient  m  the  act  repealing,  after  the 
last  day  of  Jane  next,  the  datiea  heretofore  hnd 
upon  dbtilled  apiiits  imported  from  abroad,  and 
laying  others  in  their  stead;  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilFed  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appro- 
ptistlng  thessme. 

Or£nd,  That  this  petitioD  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Reprasentatives. 

The  memorial  of  Jamea  Sinkler,  praying  to  be 
enabled  to  ftiad  certain  indenta,  in  lieu  c?  thoee 
destroyed  by  fire,  was  resd,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  petitbu  of  John  Mangnall,  for  compensa- 
tion for  certain  losses  sustains  in  the  aea  service 
durfaig  the  late  war,  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
tiieti3>le. 


Tbubcdat,  Novemlwr  S. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rspresentatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repie- 
sentativea  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *«  An  set 
granting  ftirther  time  for  making  return  of  the 
enumsrstion  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  district  of 
South  GaroliBa,*  in  wUeh  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  sboveBentioned  bill  waa  read  the  first  time, 
sa  fi>llows: 

efww  «f  Iftt  VmUi  BUdu  ^  Amtriea  m  AwyrMt 
sMRWmiMi  it  dwn  be  kHrfal  fiir  the  ■nrabal  €f  the 


district  of  South  Oarolina  to  complete  and  make  letom 
of  the  enumerstaon  of  the  iohsbiUots  of  the  ssid  dtrtriet 
to  the  President  of  the  United  8tatei»  in  the  fonn  sod 
manner  pretcribod  by  the  act,  entitled  **  An  set  provid- 
ing for  toe  eoumerstion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  iXnited 
States,"  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  fint  day  of  llsreh 
next ;  any  thing  in  the  laid  recited  set  to  the  eontraiy 
notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  firtker  enaeUd,  lliat  the  nuurshal  of  the 
laid  district  snail  be  exonerated  of  and  fhm  sU  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  to  which  he  became  liable  for  not 
msking  the  ssid  returns  to  the  President  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  set  aforessid. 


Ordered,  That  this  bill  fsss  to  a  second  resdinff. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  liangnall,  be 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 


Fbi2>at»  November  4. 

Stbfebh  R.  Bradley,  from  the  State  of  Ver^ 
mont,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  and  took 
his  seat 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  l»ll  for  granting  ftirther  time  for  making  re- 
turn of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  of  SottUi  Carathm: 

The  bill  waa  amended,  by  atriklng  out  the  word 
*«reeited,'*  at  the  end  of  the  firat  aection,  and  alao 
the  aecond  aection  of  the  bill 

The  rule  being  dispenaed  with,  the  bill  waa  then 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  deaire  the  concuv- 
renoe  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativee  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill 

The  petition  of  Charlee  ColvHle,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  was  read,  praying  to  have  a  sum  of 
money  reimbursed  his  orothers,  who  are  in  ad- 
vance thereof;  to  redeem  him  frt>m  captivity  al 
ALriers,  and  for  allowance  for  hia  expenses  and 
sufferings. 

Ordmd,  That  the  netition  be  referred  to  Meesrs. 
BuTLBB,  Labodqk,  Mobbv,  Kdto,  and  Stbobo, 
to  oonslder  and  report  what  ia  proper  to  be  done 
thereon. 

Offered;  That  all  communications  made  to 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  American  pii> 
soners  at  Algiers,  and  now  on  file  in  the  Se- 
cretary's otBce,  be  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report  generally 
thereon.  . 


MovDAT,  November  7. 

Hie  Senate  proceeded  to  class  the  SenaUnn 
from  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  oonfomiMr  to  the 
reeolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and  aa  the 
Ceoetltutioo  requuea.    Whereupon, 

No.  8  and  a  mank  were,  by  the  Seeretarr,  put 
into  the  box,  when  Mr.  RonmoB  drew  the  blank, 
and  Mr.  Bbadlbt  drew  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Bbadlbt  b 
accordingly  of  thd  claae  whoee  seate  will  be  t»- 
cated  in  tiie  Senate  at  the  exidration  of  ftiur  yean 
I  ih»m  Marehi  1791. 
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The  numben  1  and  3  were  then  pat  into  the 
box«  when  Mr.  Robzrsor  drew  No.  1,  who  is  ac- 
cordingly of  the  clasa  whose  seats  will  be  vacated 
hi  the  oennte  at  the  expiration  of  six  years  from 
March,  1791. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  aereed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  \ke  bill  granting  further  time  for  making 
return  of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  district  of  South  Carolina;  and  they  have  or- 
dered that  a  committee  be  appoioted,  jointly, 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  enrolled 
bills. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  appointing  a  joint 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  and  it  was  agreed  to ; 
and,  ordered,  that  Mr.  Rutherfubd  be  of  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  with  the  agreement  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  for 
the  purpoKC  abovementioned. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  read,  as  follows : 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasury,  and  the  Attor- 
ney General,  respectfully  report  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America : 

That,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  reduction  cif  the  public  debt ;"  and,  in 
cuDforroity  to  two  reaolutions  agre«Ni  upon  by  them,  one 
on  the  fifUH^nth  day  of  January,  another  on  the  fifteenth 
day  «»f  August  last,  ami  severally  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  thsy  have  caused  purchases 
of  the  said  debt  to  be  made,  through  the  agency, respect- 
ively, of  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  William  Seton,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  Beniamia  Lincoln,  Collector  of  the  district  of 
Boston  and  Charlestovn,  and  William  Beth,  Collector 
of  the  district  of  Bermada  Hundred,  to  the  amount  of 
eight  hundred  fifty-two  thousand  six  hundred  seventy- 
seven  dollars  and  forty 'six  cents,  and  for  whidi  there 
have  been  paid  five  hundred  forty -eisht  thousand  niue 
hundred  tweoty4bur  dollars  and  lourteen  cents,  in 
specie;  as  will  more  particularly  appear  by  the  several 
documents  No.  1  to  8,  herewith  subniittad  as  a  part  of 
this  report,  and  which  apecifjr  tlus  places  where,  the 
times  when,  the  prices  at  which,  and  the  persona  of 
whom,  the  iiaid  purchases  have  been  madt. 

That,  though  the  statements  of  WilliaiXk  Seton  and 
Benjamin  Lincoln  have  not  yet  passed  thtoagh  the 
forms  of  a  settlement,  it  appears,  by  the  docuaient  Na 
8,  beii^  a  certified  tfwisonpt  from  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  that  the  amount  of  the  stock,  by  them,  re- 
spectively reported  to  have  been  purcluwed,  has  been 
duly  transferred  to  the  said  books. 

That  the  purchsses  now,  and  heretofore  reported, 
amount  in  the  whole  to  <Nie  miUtoo  one  hundred  thirty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  sixty-four  dollars,  and 
eeveitty-six  cents,  for  which  there  have  been  paid  six 
hundred  ninety-oine  thousaod  one  hundred  sixty-three 
dollars,  and  thirty-eight  cents  in  specie^ 
Signed  m  behalf  of  the  Board : 

J09N  ADAMS. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Report  and  papers  referred 
to  lie  for  consideration. 
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TaxsDAY,  November  8. 

No  bosinesa  appears  to  have  been  done  in  the 
Senate  to-dav,  except  the  rooeiving  and  aigma; 
engroaaed  biila. 

Wbohbsdat,  November  9. 

OuvBR  £ll9W0RTB,  from  the  State  of  Co«> 
nectksut,  attamM,  and  look  hte  aeat 
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Ordered^  That  Messra.  Few,  Strong,  ind  Birr- 
LSR,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  aathorising 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasary  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  Joseph  Paimill. 


Thubsdat,  NoTember  10. 

James  Gunk,  from  thtf  State  of  Geotpa,  attend- 
ed, and  took  his  seat 

The  following  Message  was  received  firom  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 


OemtUmm  of  the  Senate,  and 

pf  ihe  Hemu  of  BepreeeniaihftM: 

The  resolatioD  passed  at  the  last  sesrion  of  Ooogreas, 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
an  estimate  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  at  their  next 
session,  of  the  Quantity  and  situation  of  the  lands  not 
daimed  bj  the  Indians^  nor  granted  to,  nor  claimed  by, 
any  of  the  dtitens  of  the  United  States,  within  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  has  been  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  a  copy  of  whose  report  on  that  sub- 
iect  I  now  lay  before  you,  together  with  the  copy  of  a 
letter  accompanying  it 

O.  WASHINQTON. 
UioTKn  Statu,  November  10,  1791. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  letter  from  Captain  O^Brien,  respecting  the 
American  prisoners  at  Algiers,  was  read ;  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  4th  of  November  on  the  petition  of  Charies 
ColvtUe,  and  to  whom  were  also  referred  the  pa- 
pers respecting  the  prisoners,  citiiens  of  the  United 
States,  at  Algiers. 

Fridat,  November  11. 

Mr.  Fbw,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  reported  a  bQl  to  empower  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  ac- 
ooants  of  Joseph  Pannill. 

Ordered^  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  November  14. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Preadent  of 
the  United  Stati»  was  received : 

Ctniiemen  of  ike  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Repreeentativet  f 

I  have  received  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  a  Reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Commonwealth, 
vatifymg  the  first  article  of  the  amendments  proposed 
by  Oongresa  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statea 
A  oony  of  which,  and  of  the  letter  accompanying  il,  1 
now  lay  beffove  you. 

Sundry  papers,  relating  to  the  purchase,  by  Judge 
Sjrmnm,  of  the  lands  on  the  Great  Miami,  having  been 
«Doimunicated  to  me,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  lay 
the  same  before  you,  for  your  information  on  that  sub- 


G.  WASHINGTON. 
Unm  Statis,  November  11, 1791. 

The  Resolution  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  refer* 
red  to  in  the  Message,  is  as  foflows  : 


In  tbb  House  or  Dblboatbs, 

Tueeday,  October  26,  1791. 

Reealvedt  That  the  first  article  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  be  ratift^  by  this  Commonwealth. 

Test,        CHARLES  HAT,  0.  H.  D. 

Kovemher  8, 1791. — Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

H.  BROOKE,  C.  S. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read ;  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordertd,  That  Charles  Hateley  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petitions. 

The  petition  of  Alexander  Anderson,  and  others, 
in  behalf  of  the  distillers  of  Philadelphia,  was  read, 
praying  for  such  amendments  as  may  be  judged 
expedient  to  the  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  npon  dis- 
tilled spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying 
others  in  their  stead ;  and  also  upon  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  Unitod  States,  and  for  appropri- 
ating the  same. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  empower  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Pannill, 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on   the  , 
petition  of  John  Mangnall,  was  read ;  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  respecting  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

TuBSDAT,  November  15. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  for  authorising  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Joseph  PannilL 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Burr,  Winoatk,  and  Shbrman,  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  fiicts,  and  report  thereon; 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respecting  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and, 
after  progress,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed. 

Mr.  RuTHBRFURD,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  first  instant  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill 
to  determine  the  time  of  choosing  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  first  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  it  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 


WsDNBSDAY,  November  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consob,  and  or- 
dered that  it  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Bdrk,  Ells- 
woRTB,  Strong,  Morris,  and  Momrox,  to  report 
generally  thereon. 

Tbursdat,  November  17. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  to  determine  the  time  of  choosing  Elect- 
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on  of  President  tnd  Vice  President ;  and,  after 
progress,  the  further  oonsiderstion  thereof  was 
poi^wned  until  to-monow. 

FuDAT,  November  18. 

A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
of  this  date,  with  his  account  of  pajrments  and  re- 
ceipts in  indents  of  interest  to  the  80th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1791,  were  read ;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

A  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  French  colony  of  Si  Domingo, 
explaining  the  reasons  of  the  late  embargo  on  the 
American  shipping  at  that  island,  Ac.,  was  read; 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atlyes. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  to  determine  the  time  for  choosing  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  and,  after  agree- 
ing to  sundry  amendments,  Ord&rtdy  that  it  be  re- 
committed, and  that  Messrs.  Kmo  and  Butler  be 
added  to  the  committee. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
this  date,  together  with  a  Return  of  the  Imports  of 
the  United  States,  was  read;  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 


MoKDAT,  NoremberSl. 

The  Senate  assembled,  but  the  committees  not 
being  ready  to  report,  no  business  was  done. 


TuiBPAT,  November  39. 

Ifr.  RuTHBBrvBD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  determine  the  time  of 
choosing  Electors  of  President  and^oe  President, 
reported  seTeral  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  biU  was 
postponed. 

Wkohssdat,  NoTember  98. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
Inll  for  determining  the  time  of  choosing  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
SUtes; 

Ordersd^  That  the  bill  be  recommitted,  and 
that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a 
clause,  making  proyiston  for  the  administration 
of  Government,  in  ease  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 
of  President  and  Vice  President 


Tbubsdat,  November  94. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
waa  read,  with  an  estimate  exhibiting  the  value 
at  the  several  places  of  shipment  of  all  foreign 
gooda,  wafea,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
UniiedBtates  during  the  year  endmg  on  the  80th 
day  of  September,  1790,  conformably  to  the  order 
of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of  February,  1791. 

Order^dt  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  pursu* 
ance  of  the  order  of  the  Senate,  on  the  petitions  of 
Bernard  £lliot|  Samuel  Wise,  Beiyamin  Huger, 


John  Bush,  Charles  Kotte,  and  Richard  Shabrid^ 
was  read. 

Ordereif  That  the  report  and  petttions  lie  oo 
the  table. 

A  messace  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentotives  have  passed  t^e  bill,  entitled  "  An  Ad 
apportioning  Representatives  amon^  the  people 
of  the  several  States,  according  to  Uie  first  enu- 
meration ;**  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrenoi 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows: 

An  Act  apportioDing  Representativee  amoiig  the  people 
of  the  leveral  Stitee,  aecording  to  the  first  enumen- 
tioo. 

JB€  ii  mmtUd  far  tlU  SmaU  mtd  BomM  ^f  Mm- 

anm  aiiiiwe/erf,  That,  from  and  after  the  8d  day  of 
March,  1798,  and,  until  otherwiee  provided  for  fay  lav, 
affreeablv  to  the  Oonstitutioo  of  the  United  States,  tfat 
House  of  Repreeentatives  shall  be  compoeed  of  mmnbwi 
whoahall  have  been  choeen  by  the  people  of  Uie  eevcnl 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  evenf 
thirty  thousand  persons,  onmputed  aoeordin^  to  the  mb 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Umted  States; 
that  is  to  say,  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  four 
members,  the  State  of  MassachosetU  fifteen,  the  Suts 
of  OoDDeeticnt  seven,  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  two^  the 
State  of  Vermont  two,  the  State  of  New  York  eleven, 
the  State  of  New  Jenev  five,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
fourteen,  the  State  of  Delaware  one,  the  State  of  Mary- 
land nine,  the  State  of  Virginia  twenW-one.  the  State 
of  Kentucky  two,  the  State  of  North  OsroUna  eleven, 
and  the  State  of  Oeoigia  two  members. 

Saa  2.  And  be  U/krther  tmmUd,  That  the  PrssideBt 
of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  the  Marshal  of  the  StaU 
of  South  Carolina  shall  have  transmitted  to  him  returm 
pursuant  to  the  proTisiaos  by  law  for  an  enomeratioQ 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  shall  cause  the 
Executive  of  the  said  State  to  be  notified  of  the  number 
of  Representatives  to  be  elected  within  the  said  State, 
acoonung  to  the  proportion  aforesaid. 

Ordtrtd^  Thi^  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  resding. 


Fbidat,  November  96. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  apportioning  Representa- 
tives smong  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
accordine  to  the  mi  enumeration;"  and,  after 
debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  waa  poflk- 
poned. 

The  petition  of  William  W.  Smith,  for  hiiMel^ 
and  as  sdmlnistrator  of  QUbert  Tenant,  and  on 
behalf  of  George  Hunter,  attorney  to  Joseph 
Eaker,  was  read,  praying  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain balances  due  to  the  surgeons  ia  the  genersl 
hoopital  durinff  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  petition  be  refomd  to  tha 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereoA  to 
the  Senate. 


Momar,  November  9S. 

A  Letter  fi<on  the  Secrstary  of  the  Treasury,  ol 
the  96th,  with  a  return  of  the  tonnage  of  all  the 
vessels  employed  in  the  import,  coastmgi  and  fi^ 
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vag  trades,  of  the  United  States,  for  one  year,  end* 
wg  tbe  30th  of  September,  1790,  was  commani- 
eated. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  and  retnm  lie  for  con- 
eideratjon. 

Mr.  Burr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consols, 
reported  amendments,  which  being  agreed  to,  the 
hill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  apportioning  Repre- 
aentatives  among  the  people  of  the  sevend  States, 
according  to  the  first  enameration,*'  was  taken  up ; 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuTHSBFURD,  froDQ  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  to  determine  the  time  of 
cboofling  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  reported  amendments,  which 
were  read ;  and.  Ordered,  that  the  bill,  as  proposed 
to  be  amended,  be  printed. 

Tuesday,  November  39. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls ;  and,  after 
agreeing  to  sundry  amendments, 

Reudved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  the  title  there- 
of be  **  An  act  concemincr  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls ;**  that  it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  Secietary 
earrj  it  to  the  House  of  Repn^sentatives,  and  desire 
their  concurrence. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

An  Act  coocernuig  Cooaols  and  Vice  Consuls. 

For  earryiog  into  fall  effect  the  Gonventioo  between 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  defining  and 
establishing  the  lunctions  and  privileges  of  their  re- 
spective Consuls  and  Vice  Oonsuls — 

Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouee  of  Repre- 
tentatieet  of  the  United  8tate$  of  America  in  Uon- 
greu  aeeembled,  That  where,  in  the  seventh  article  of 
the  said  Convention,  it  is  agreed  that  when  there  shall 
be  no  consol  or  vice  consul  of  the  Most  Christian  King, 
to  attend  to  the  saving  of  the  wreck  of  any  French  ves- 
sel stranded  oo  the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  or  that 
the  residence  of  the  said  consul  or  vice  consul  (he  not 
being  at  the  place  of  the  wreck)  shall  be  more  distant 
from  the  said  plaoe  than  that  of  the  competent  judge  of 
the  oouotry,  the  latter  shall  immediately  proceed  to  per- 
form the  oAce  therein  prescribed ;  the  district  judge  of 
the  United  States  of  tne  district  in  which  such  wreck 
shall  happen,  shall  proceed  therein  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  said  article.  The  district  judges  of  the  United 
States  shall  also,  within  their  respective  (Ustricts,  be  the 
competent  judges  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  ninth 
article  of  the  said  Convention,  and  it  shall  be  incumbent 
on  them  to  give  aid  to  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  in  arresting  and  securing 
deserters  from  vessels  of  the  French  nation,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  said  article. 

And  where,  by  any  article  of  the  said  Convention,  the 
coosqIs  and  vice  consuls  of  his  Most  tSbristian  Majesty 
are  entitled  to  the  aid  of  the  competent  eaecutive  officers 
of  the  country,  in  the  execution  of  any  precept,  the 
marshals  of  the  United  States,  and  their  deputies,  shall, 
within  their  respective  districts,  be  the  competent  offi- 
cers, snd  shall  give  their  aid  aoeofdiqg  to  the  tenor  of 
the  stipulatioos. 
2d  Cow.— 2 


And  whenever  commitments  to*the  jails  of  the  coun- 
try shall  become  necessary,  in  pursuance  of  any  stipu- 
lation of  the  said  Convention,  they  shall  be  to  auch  jails 
within  the  respective  districts  as  other  commitments  un- 
der the  antlu>rity  of  the  United  States  are  by  law  madoi 

And,  for  the  direction  of  the  oonsuls  and  vice  oonsuls 
of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases, 

Saa  2.  Be  it  enacted  hjf  the  oMthority  aforteaid.  That 
they  shall  have  right  in  the  ports  or  places  to  which  they 
are  or  may  be  severally  appointed,  of  receiving  the  pro- 
tests or  declarations,  which  such  captains, masters,  orews, 
passengers,  and  merchants,  as  are  citisens  of  the  United' 
States,  may  respectively  choose  to  make  there ;  and  the 
copies  of  the  said  acts,  duly  authenticated  by  the  said 
consuls  or  vice  consuls,  under  the  seal  of  their  consu- 
lates, respectively,  shall  receive  faith  in  law  equally  as 
their  originals  would  in  all  courts  in  the  United  States; 
It  shall  be  their  duty,  where  the  laws  of  the  country 
permit,  to  take  possession  of  the  personal  estate  left  t^ 
any  dticen  of  the  United  Sutes,  who  shall  die  within 
their  consulate,  leaving*  there  no  legal  represeotatiye, 
partner  in  trade,  or  trustee  by  him  appomted  to  take 
care  of  his  effects ;  they  shaU  inventory  the  same,  with 
the'  assistance  of  two  mercfaints  of  the  United  States 
or,  for  want  of  them,  of  any  others  at  their  choice ;  shall 
collect  the  debts  due  to  the  deceased  in  the  country 
where  he  died,  and  pay  the  debts  dns  from  his  esute, 
which  he  shall  have  there  contracted ;  shall  sell,  at  aac- 
tion,  after  reasonable  public  notice,  saeh  part  of  the  estate 
as  shall  be  of  a  perishable  nature,  and  such  further  part, 
if  any,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of  his  debts, 
and  at  the  expuration  of  one  year  from  his  decease,  the 
residue ;  and  the  balance  of  the  estate  they  shall  tran»» 
mit  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  be  holden 
m  trust  for  the  legal  elaimanta  '  Boti  i^  at  any  time  be-' 
fore  such  transmission,  the  legal  representative  of  the 
deceased  shall  appear  and  demand  hiis  effects  in  their 
hands,  they  shall  deliver  them  up,  being  paid  their  fees, 
and  shall  cease  their  proceedings.^  • 

For  the  information  of  the  representative  of-  the  de- 
ceased, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  consul  or  vice  consul, 
authorized  to  proceed  as  aforesaid  in  the  settlement  of 
his  estate,  immediately  to  notify  his  death  in  one  of  the 
gasettes  published  in  the  consulate,  and  alao  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  that  the  same  may  t>e  notified  in  the 
State  to  which  the  deceased  shall  belong ;  and  he  shall 
also,  as  soon  as  may  be,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  an  inventory  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased,  taken 
as  before  dire&ted. 

Sml  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  con« 
suls  and  vice  consuls,  in  cases  where  ships  or  vessels 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coasts  of 
their  consulates,  respectively,  shall,  as  far  as  the  laws 
of  the  oountry  will  permit,  take  proper  measures,  aa 
well  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  said  ships  or  vessels, 
their  cargoes  and  appurtenances,  as  for  storing  and  se- 
curing the  effects  and  merchandise  saved,  and  for  taking 
an  inventory  or  inventories  thereof;  and  the  merchan- 
dise and  effects  saved,  with  the  inventorv  or  iovontoriea 
thereof,  taken  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  deducting  there- 
from the  expense, be  delivered  to  the  owner  or  owners: 
Provided,  That  no  consul  or  vice  consul  shall  have  au- 
thority to  take  possession  of  any  such  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  or  other  property,  when  the  master,  owner, 
or  consignee  thereof,  is  present  or  capable  of  .taking  poa- 
loaBJon  of  the  same. 

Sxa  4  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  every  consul  and  vice  consul  of  the- 
Uiuted  States  to  take  and  reeiuve  the  following  fees  of 
offifle^  for  the  servioea  he  shall  have  perfonned : 


35 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESa 


86 


Sbvati.] 


Pfocttd^ngn, 


[NOTKKBSB,  1791. 


Fur  autbeDticAtto^,  under  the  ooDsalftr  ae^  everr 
protest,  dedaratioo,  depositioo,  or  other  act,  which  audi 
captains,  masters,  mariners,  seamen,  passeogers,  mer- 
chants, or  others,  as  are  citiaens  of  the  United  States, 
may  respectively  choose  to  make,  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

For  tne  taking  into  possession,  inventoiying,  selliog, 
and  finally  setUine  and  paving,  or  transmitting,  as  afiore- 
said,  the  balance  due  on  the  personal  estate  lelt  b^  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  die  withm  tlie 
limits  of  his  consulate,  five  per  centum  on  the  gross 
amount  of  such  estate. 

'  For  taking  into  possession,  and  otherwise  proceeding 
on,  any  such  estate  which  shidl  be  deUvered  over  ^  the 
l^gal  representative  before  a  final  settlement  of  thesame^ 
as  is  hereinbefore  directed,  two  and  a  half  per  etntum 
on  such  part  delivered  over  as  shall  not  be  in  money, 
and  five  per  eenimn  oo  the  gross  amount  of  the  residue. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  oonsuJs  and  vice  con- 
suls of  the  United  States  to  give  receipts  lor  all  fees 
which  they  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  this  act,  esniress* 
ing  the  particular  services  for  which  they  are  paid. 

Sec  5.  Andhe  U  further  enacted,  That* in  case  it  be 
found  necessary  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
that  a  consul  or  consuls  be  appointed  to  reside  on  the 
coast  of  Barbery,  the  President  be  authoriied  to  allow 
an  annual  salary,  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars, 
to  each  person  su  to  be  appointed :  Provided,  That  such 
salary  be  not  allowed  to  more  than  one  consul  Cor  any 
one  of  the  States  on  the  said  coast. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  every  consul 
and  vice  consul  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  execu- 
tion of  their  trusts,  or  if  already  in  the  execution  of  the 
same,  within  one  year  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or 
Sf  resident  in  Asia,  within  two  years,  give  bond,  with 
such  sureties  as  shall  be  approved  bv  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  a  sum  of  not  less  than  two  thousand,  nor  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  true  and 
faitbfiil  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  according  to 
law ;  and  alio  for  truly  accounting  for  all  moneys,  goods, 
and  effects,  which  may  come  into  his  possession  by  vir- 
tue of  this  set,  and  the  said  bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sao.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  prevent 
the  mariners  and  seamen  employed  in  vessels  belonging 
to  dticens  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of  shipwreck, 
sickness,  or  captivity,  firom  suffering  in  foreign  ports,  it 
shall  be  the  dut^  of  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  re- 
spectively, from  time  to  time,  to  provide  for  them  in  the 
roost  reasonable  manner,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  the  Secretary  of 
State  shall  give,  and  not  exceeding  an  allowance  of 
twelve  cents  to  a  man  per  diem  ;  and  all  masters  and 
commanders  of  vessels  bielooging  to  citiaens  of  the  United 
States,  and  bound  to  some  port  of  the  same,  are  hereby 
reouired  and  enjoined  to  take  such  mariners  or  seamen 
on  tmwd  of  their  ships  or  vessels,  at  the  request  of  the 
said  consuls  or  vice  consuls,  respectively,  and  to  trans* 
port  them  to  the  port  in  the  United  States  to  whidi  such 
ships  or  vessels  may  be  bound,  frra  of  cost  or  charge ; 
but  that  the  said  mariners  or  seamen  shall,  if  aUe,,be 
bound  to  do  duty  on  board  such  ships  or  vessels,  accord* 
rog  to  their  several  abilities :  Pnmded,  That  no  master 
or  captain  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  take 
a  greater  number  than  two  men  to  every  one  hundred 
tons  burthen  of  sAid  ship  or  vessel,  on  any  one  voyage : 
and  if  any  such  captain  or  master  shall  renise  the  same, 
on  the  request  or  order  of  the  consul  or  vice  consul,  such 
captain  or  master  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty 
dollars  for  each  mariner  or  seaman  so  refiised ;  to  be  re- 
covered for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Staleii  by  the  said 


consul  or  vice  consul,  in  hit  own  name,  in  any  court  of 
competent  jurisdictioa 

Sbu.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  dtisens  of 
the  United  States  appointed  to  reside  in  fereion  porti 
and  places  as  consuls  or  vice  consuls  of  the  Unitea  Stato^ 
shall  be  enabled  to  own  any  ships  or  vessels  in  their  ovn 
names,  respectively,  or  in  partnership  with  any  other 
dtixen  or  dtiiens  of  the  United  States  residtE^  within 
the  said  States,  and  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  snd 
advantages  in  regard  to  sudi  ships  or  vessels,  as  if  sodi 
consuls  or  vice  consuls,  owning  said  ships  or  vesseli, 
actually  resided  within  anv  port  or  place  within  tbe 
United  States ;  any  law  to  the  contrair  notwithstandii^ 

8ml  9.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  where  a  ship 
or  vessel  belonging  to  dtisens  of  the  United  State*  u 
sold  in  a  foreign  port  or  place,  the  master,  nnloM  the 
crew  are  liable  oy  their  contract,  or  do  consent  to  be  (fi»- 
charged  there,  shall  send  them  back  to  the  State  when 
they  entered  on  board,  or  furnish  them  with  means  sof- 
ficient  for  their  return,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  consul 
or  vice  consul  of  the  United  States  having  juriadictioQ 
of  the  port  or  place.  And  in  case  of  the  master's  re- 
fiisal,  the  said  consul  or  vice  consul  may  (if  the  laws  of 
the  land  permit  it)  cause  his  ship,  goocb,  and  person,  to 
be'  arrested  and  held  until  he  shall  comply  with  his  doty 
herein. 

Sxa  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  specifi- 
cation of  certain  powers  and  duties  in  this  act,  to  oe  ez- 
erased  or  performed  bv  the  consuls  and  vice  coosuUof 
the  Unitea  States,  shall  not  be  iconstrued  to  the  exdo- 
sion  of  others  resulting  from  the  nature  of  their  appoint- 
ments, or  any  treaty  or  convention  under  whidi  thej 
may  act 

.'^^Tht  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  to  determine  tbe  time  of  ehoosinff  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  and,  uter  agree- 
ing to  sundry  amendments, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pus  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  enUtled,  ''An  act  apportioning 
Representatives  among  the  people  of  the  severu 
States,  according  to  ttie  first  enumeration  f  and, 
after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed. 

The  petition  of  John  Arthur  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  distillers  of  Geneva  spirits,  was 
read,  in  which  they  pray  for  such  alterationa  in  the 
mode  of  collectinff  the  excise  on  that  article  as 
Congress  may  think  expedient 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Wedrbsdat,  November  SO. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  determine  the  time  of  choosing  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and,  after  agreeing  to 
amend  the  same, 

Reiolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  the  title  thereof 
be  **  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  de- 
claring the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case 
of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President  and 
Vice  President;''  that  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrenee  of  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  therein. 

Tlie  engrossed  biU  is  as  follows : 
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An  Act  reUtire  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  offi- 
cer who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in 
the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  President. 
Be  it  enaded  iy  tk$  Senate  and  JSfouie  of  Repre- 
mUaimn  o^  the    Umied  Staist  uf  America  in  uonr 
ores*  aumiled,  That,  except  in  case  of  an  election  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  prior 
to  the  ordinaiy  period,  as  hereinafter  specified,  Slecton 
shall  be  appointed  in  each  State,  for  the  election  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  with- 
in  thirtj-foor  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in 
December,  1792,  ana  within  thirty-four  days  preceding 
the  first  Wedneaday  in  December  in  every  fourth  year 
snocee£ng  the  last  election. 

Saa  2.  And  be  U  fwrtker  enadedt  That  the  Electors 
shall  meet  and  give  their  votes  on  the  said  first  Wednes- 
day in  December,  at  sudli  place  in  each  State  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  authority  thereof;  and  the  Electors  in 
each  State  shall  make  and  sisn  three  certificates  of  all 
the  votes  by  them  given,  and  shall  seal  up  the  same, 
•ertifyir^  on  each  tbat  a  list  of  the  votes  of  such  State 
lor  President  and  Vice  President  is  contained  therein ; 
and  shall,  by  writing,  under  their  hands,  or  under  the 
hands  of  a  majority  of  them,  appoint  a  person  to  take 
charge  of  and  deliver  to  the  Ptesident  of  the  Senate,  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  before  the  first  Wednesday  in 
January  then  next  ensuing,  one  of  the  said  certificates ; 
and  the  said  Electors  shall  forthwith  forward,  by  the 
post  ofilce,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  one  other  of  the  said  certificates  and 
diall  forthwith  cause  the  other  of  the  said  certificates 
to  be  ddfivered  to  &e  Judge  of  that  district  in  which 
the  said  Electors  shall  assemble. 

Sic.  3.  And  he  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  Execu- 
tive aathori^  of  each  State  shall  cause  three  lists  of 
the  names  of  the  ESectors  of  such  State  to  be  made  and 
certified,  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  Electors  on  or  be- 
fore the  said  fiiat  Wednesday  in  December,  and  the 
said  Electors  shall  annex  one  of  the  said  lists  to  each 
of  the  lists  of  their  votes. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  if  a  list  of 
votes  from  any  State  shall  not  have  be£n  received  at 
the  seat  of  Government  on  the  said  first  Wednesday  in 
January,  that  then  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  send  a 
special  messenger  to  the  district  judge  in  whose  custod  v 
such  list  shall  have  been  lodged,  who  shall  forthwith 
transmit  the  same  to  the  seat  of  Government 

Sm  S.  And  be  it  tinrtker  enaeted.  That  Congress 
diall  be  in  session  on  me  second  Wednesday  in  Febru- 
Biy,  1793,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February 
succeeding  every  meeting  of  the  Electors ;  and  the  said 
certificates,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  have  been  re- 
ceived, shall  then  be  opened,  the  votes  coimted,  and  the 
persons  who  shall  fill  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice 
^resident  ascertained  and  declared,  agreeably  to  the 
CoDStitatioo. 

Saa  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  Thai  in  case  there 
diall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, <m  the  arrival  of  the  persons  intrusted  with 
the  lists  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors,  then  such  persons 
shall  deUrer  the  lists  of  votes  in  their  custody  mto  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  safely  kept  and 
deliveied  over,  as  sooo  as  may  be,  to  the  Presiaent  of 
theScDate. 

Sxa  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  persons 
appointed  by  the  Electors  to  deUver  the  lists  of  votes  to 
tie  President  of  the  Senate,  shall  be  allowed,  on  the 
dcUvcv|f  of  the  said  lists,  twenty-five  cents  ix  every 
mile  ofthe  estimated  distanco,  by  the  mast  usual  route, 


from  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Electors  to  the  seat- 
of  Government  of  the  Unitad  Statea 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son appointed  to  deliver  the  votes  of  the  Electors  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  shall,  after  accepting  of 
his  appointment,  neglect  to  perform  the  services  re- 
quired of  him  bv  this  aot,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  doUara 

S«x  8.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  re- 
moval, death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  ease  there  shall 
be  no  President  of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  time  being,  shall  aet 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  until  the  disability 
be  removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elected. 

Sxa  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  President  shall  both 
become  vacant,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  forthwith 
cause  a  notification  thereof  to  be  made  to  the  Executive 
of  every  State,  and  shall  also  cause  the  same  to  be  pub- 
lished m  at  least  one  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  each 
State,  specifying  that  Electors  of  tne  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  appointed  or  chosen  in  the  seve- 
ral States  within  thirty-lour  days  preceding  the  first 
Wednesday  in  December  then  next  ensuine^ :  Provided, 
There  shall  be  the  space  of  two  months  between  the 
date  of  such  notification  and  the  said  first  Wednesday 
in  December ;  but  if  there  shall  not  be  the  space  of  two 
months  between  the  date  of  such  notification  and  the 
first  Wednesday  in  December,  and  if  the  term  for  which 
the  President  and  Vice  President  last  in  office  were 
elec^  shall  not  expire  on  the  third  day  of  March  next 
ensuing,  then  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  specify  in  the 
notification  that  the  Electors  shall  be  appoin  ted  or  chosen 
within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesdav 
in  December,  in  the  year  next  ensuing,  within  which 
time  the  Electors  shall  accordingly  be  appointed  or  cho- 
sen ;  and  the  Electors  shall  meet  and  give  their  votes  on 
the  said  first  Wednesday  in  December,  and  the  proceed- 
ings and  duties  of  Uie  said  Electors,  and  others,  shall  be 
pursuant  to  the  directions  prescribed  in  this  act 

Sxa  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  only 
evidence  of  a  refusal  to  accept,  or  of  a  resignation  of, 
the  office  of  President  or  Vice  President,  shail  be  an  in- 
strument in  writing  declaring  the  same,  and  subscribed 
by  the  person  refusing  to  aooept,  or  resigning,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  delivered  into  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

Ssa  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  term  of 
four  years,  for  which  a  President  and  Vice  President 
shall  be  elected,  shall,  in  all  cases,  commence  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next  succeeding  the  day  on  which 
the  votes  of  the  Electors  shall  have  been  given. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepTesentotivea 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '^An  act  apportioning 
Repreaentotivea  among  the  people  of  the  aevenu 
States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration  ;**  and. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Bubr,  But- 
LEB,  St&ohg,  and  Monroe,  be  a  committee  to  revise 
the  apportionment  of  Aepresentatives  in  the  bill 


Thursdat,  December  1. 

A  message  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalidsi 
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and  other  persona,"  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows : 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  iridows,  orphans,  invar 
lids,  and  other  persons. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaeni' 
ativet  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Vongrem 
auetnhled.  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  adjust 
the  claims  of  the  widoiif s  and  orphans,  respectively,  as 
the  case  may  be,  of  the  late  Captain  Robert  Lewis,  Colo- 
nel William  Douglass,  Colonel  Owen  Roberts,  Major 
Andrew  Leitch,  Captain  William  White,  Lieutenant 
John  Harris,  Colonel  William  Bond,  Lieutensnt  Wad- 
leigh  Noyes,  Lieutenant-colonel  Bernard  Elliot,  Major 
Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger,  Lieutenant  John 
Bush.  Major  Charles  Motte,  and  Captain  Richard  Shu- 
brick,  deceased,  all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  seven  vears  half 

Say  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  Confess  of  the  24th 
ay  of  August,  1780 ;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury do  issue  his  certificates  accordingly. 

Smx  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
required  to  place  on  the  invalid  list  Timothy  Mix,  dis- 
abled in  the  late  war,  by  the  loss  of  his  right  hand, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate 
of  five  dullars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  4  th  day 
of  February,  1788 :  ITiat  the  said  Secretary  place  on 
the  invalid  list  Abel  Tumey,  mariner,  disabled  while  in 
tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tst  day  of  January, 
1781. 

Skc.  Z,  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Tliat  the  artears 
of  the  said  pensions  be  paid  as  the  laws  direct  in 
similar  cases. 

SKa  4.  And  he  it  fvrther  enacted,  That  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed 
to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Pannill,  a  Lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
late  war,  and  to  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of 
the  half  pay  for  life  of  a  Lieutenant-colonel ;  and  that 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  re- 
quired to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  thereof  ac- 
cordingly :  'lliat  the  Comptroller  adjust  the  account  of 
tlie  late  Brigadier-general  De  Haas,  admitting  to  the 
credit  of  the  said  account  such  sums  as  by  evidence  shall 
appear  to  have  been  advanced  for  the  public  service ; 
and  that  the  said  Register  do  grant  a  certificate  for  the 
balance  due  on  such  settlement :  That  the  said  Comp- 
troller adjust  the  account  of  Thomas  M'lntire,  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war,  and  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  half 
pay  for  life  of  a  captain ;  and  that  the  said  Register 
grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  thereof  accordingly. 

Sbo.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  bts,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  to 
adjust  the  account  of  Francis  Suzor  Debevere,  a  Sur- 
geun's-mate  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  bte  war,  aod  who  remained  in  captivity  to  the  end 
thereof  J  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  required  to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount 
which  shall  be  found  due  for  the  services  of  the  said 
Francis  Suzor  Debevere :  That  the  said  Comptroller  ad- 
just the  account  of  Robert  King,  as  a  Lieutenant,  de- 
ranged upon  the  principles  of  the  act  of  the  late  Con- 
ereas,  passed  the  24th  day  of  November,  1778 ;  and  that 
the  said  Rcf^i^ter  grant  a  certificate  accordingly :  That 
the  Comptroller  adjust  the  account  of  Lemuel  Sherman, 
as  a  Sailing-master  of  a  galley  on  Lake  Champlain,  and 


as  such  taken  prisoner;  and*  that  the  said  Register 
grant  a  certificate  accordingly. 

Sac.  6.  And  he  it  furtMr  enacted.  That  there  be 
granted  to  Nicholas  Ferdinand  Westfall,  who  left  the 
British  service  and  joined  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  one  hundred  acres  of  unappropri- 
ated land  in  the  western  territory  of  the  United  States, 
free  of  all  charges ;  and,  also,  the  sum  of  three  haodred 
and  sixty- six  dollars,  out  of  any  money  appropriated 
to  the  contingent  charges  of  (Government 

Ordered^  That,  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Friday,  December  2. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitl^  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons." 

Ordered^  That  all  bills,  after  the  first  reading,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


MovDAT,  December  5. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell ;" 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows : 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas 

Campbell. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  ike  Senate  and  Houw  of  Represent 
aiiwe  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Vongreu 
atsemhled,  That  David  Cook,  a  Captain  of  artillery  in 
the  late  war,  and  who,  being  shot  through  the  body  at 
the  battle  of  Monmouth,  is  rendered  incapable  to  obtain 
his  livelihood  by  labor,  shall  be  placed  on  the  pension 
list  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  one- 
third  of  his  monthly  pay  as  a  CapU^n  of  artillery :  Pro- 
vided, That  he  return  into  the  Treasury  office  two-ihirds 
of  his  commutation  of  half  pav.  being  the  proportioo 
of  his  pension*to  the  amount  of  his  commutation. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Thomas 
Campbell  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  and  that  the  half 
pay  of  a  Captain  of  infantry  be  allowed  to  the  said 
Iliomas  Campbell,  who  has  been  so  injured  by  repeated 
wounds  in  the  service  of  his  country  that  he  is  unable 
to  support  himself  by  labor ;  the  half  pay  to  commeoce 
from  toe  Sd  day  of  November,  1791 ;  anything  iu  the 
ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  1 1th  day  of  July,  1788, 
to  the  contrary  noiwitlistanding. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  in  the  second  read- 
ing if  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs 
WiNGAT£,  Mo&Ris,  and  Gunn,  to  report  generally 
thereon. 

A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
of  the  3d  instant,  together  with  his  specie  accounts 
made  up  to  the  30th  of  September,  1791,  were 
read ;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  conaideration. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  people  of  the  se- 
veral States,  according  to  the  first  enuffleration," 
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reported  tmendments ;  and,  after  debate,  the  fur- 
ther ooDsideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 


morronr. 


TussDAT,  December  6. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
DaTid  Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell ;"  and 

OrderkL,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  yesterday  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphanS|  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons,'* to  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  apportioning  Representatives 
among  the  people  of  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  first  enumeration  ;^  and,  after  progress,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bdtlxr  reported  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Col- 
vill,  on  the  4th  of  November  last,  and  to  whom 
was  also  referred  the  communications  relative  to 
the  prisoners  at  Algiers;  and  the  report  being 
read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and 
report  to  Congress  the  most  eligible  manner  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  Resolution  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  of  the  17th  of  Au- 
gust, 1783,  directing  that  an  Equestrian  Statue  of 
General  Washington  should  be  erected. 

The  resolution  was  then  read ;  and  ordered  that 
the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Wkdnxsdat,  December  7. 
The  petition  of  William  B.  Gould  was  read, 
praying  that  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  may  be 
empowered  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  his  late 
Ciitber,  a  surgeon  in  the  service  of  the  United 
8tate8,  the  deficiency  of  vouchers  notwithstanding. 
On  motion  that  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee,  appointed  the  5th  of  December,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other 
persons,**  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion 
l]«  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readine  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  apportioning  Re- 
presentatives among  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration;"  and 
a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repre- 
taUati»e9  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
iUifinlAcd^  That,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1793,  audi,  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  agree-  | 


ably  to  the  Conatitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Houae 
of  Repreaentativea  ahall  be  onmpoaed  of  members  who 
shall  nave  been  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  lor  every 
thirty-three  thousand  persons  in  each  State,  computed 
according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  tnat  is  to  say,  from  the  State  nf 
New  Hampshire,  four  members ;  the  State  of  MaMa- 
chusetts,  fourteen ;  the  State  of  Coonectieut«  seven ;  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  the  State  of  Vermont,  two ; 
the  State  of  New  York,  ten ;  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
five ;  the  State  of  Peimsylvania.  thirteen ;  the  State  of 
Delaware,  one ;  the  State  of  Maryland,  eight ;  the  State 
of  Virginia,  nineteen ;  the  State  of  Kentucky,  two ;  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  ten ;  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
two  members :" 

And  it  was  ^preed  to  postpone  this,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  following  motion : 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Beuse  of  Repre* 
sentatives  of  the  Uniied  States  of  America  in  Oomgres* 
assembledt  That,  ftom  and  after  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1798,  aild,  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  agree^ 
ably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  who 
shall  nave  been  chosen  by  the  people  uf  the  several 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  every 
thirty  thousand  persons,  computed  according  to  the 
rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
that  is  to  say,  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  five 
members ;  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  sixteen ;  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  eight ;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  two ; 
the  State  of  Vermont,  three ;  the  State  of  New  York, 
eleven ;  the  State  •of  New  Jersey,  six ;  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  fourteen ;  the  State  of  Delaware,  two ; 
the  State  of  Maryland,  nine;  the  State  of  Virginia, 
twenty-one ;  the  State  of  Kentucky,  two ;  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  twelve ;  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  two 
members.  And  if,  after  apportioning  a  Representative 
to  every  thirty  thousand  persons  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  computed  accoraing  to  the  rule  prescribed  in 
the  Constitation  of  the  United  State.^  there  shall  re- 
main a  fractional  part  of  the  number  of  persons  of  that 
State,  equal  to,  or  greater  than,  ten  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty  two,  then  the  people  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  shall  be  entitled  to  choose  an  additional 
Representative ;  but  if  such  fractional  part  shall  be  less 
than  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and 
more  than  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventeen, 
then  the  people  of  the  State  of  Georgia  shall  be  entitled 
to  chooee  three  Representatives,  instead  of  the  number 
before  mentioned  to  be  chosen  in  that  State." 

It  was  then  agreed  to  divide  this  last  motion,  as 
follows : 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bmtse  of  Renresent- 
aiives  of  th^  Untied  States  of  America  in  (jongress 
assembled^  That,  from  and  after  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1798,  and,  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  acfree- 
ably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  who 
shall  have  been  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  every 
thirty  thousand  persons,  computed  accord iofc  to  the 
rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
that  18  to  aay,  from  the  State  of  Now  Hainpshire,  five 
members;  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  sixteen;  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  eiglii ;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
two ;  the  State  of  Vermont,  three ;  the  State  of  New 
York,  eleven ;  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  six ;  the  State 
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of  PeDDiylTania,  fourteen ;  the  State  of  Delaware,  two ; 
the  State  of  Manrland,  nine ;  the  State  of  Virginia, 
twenty-one ;  the  State  of  Eentuckj,  two ;  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  tweWe ;  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  two 
members." 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one- 
flflh  of  the  Senators  present,  on  this  last  recited 
clause ;  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Oabot,  .Ellsworth, 
King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  and  Rutherfurd. — 9. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Butler,  Dtddnson,  Few,  Foster, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Icard,  Monroe,  Mor- 
ris, Stanton,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate. — 16. 

And  on  the  question  for  the  original  motion 
postponed,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present,  sUk^  as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Messra  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Langdon, 
Read,  Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  Stanton,  Sherman,  Strong, 
and  Wingate.— 11. 

Natr — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinson, 
Few,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Iiard,  King, 
Monroe,  and  Morris. — 18. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  that  the  following  amendment  pro- 
posed yesterday  and  passed  in  the  negative,  be  re- 
considered, to  wit : 

**  Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  JUpment" 
ativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Vongreee 
a»nembledt  That,  from  and  after  the  8d  day  of  l£ird), 
1798,  and  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  agree- 
ably to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  ^use 
of  Representatives  shall  be  compos^  of  one  hundred 
and  six  members,  and  the  number  hereinafter  appor- 
tioned to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  who  shall  have 
been  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  several  States,  in,  pro- 
portion, as  nearly  as  may  be,  to  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  each  State,  computed  according  to  the  rule 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
that  is  to  sav,  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  four 
members;  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  fifteen;  ihe  State 
of  Connecticut,  seven ;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  two ; 
the  SUte  uf  Vermont,  three;  the  State  of  New  Tork, 
ten ;  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  six;  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, thirteen ;  the  State  of  Delaware,  two ;  the  State 
of  Maryland,  nine;  the  State  of  Virginia,  twenty  ;  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  two ;  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
eleven ;  and  the  btate  of  Georgia,  two  membera" 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  one-fifth 
of  the  Senators  present,  and  being  taken,  stood  as 
follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ellsworth, 
Langdon,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 
—9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Butler,  Dickinson,  Few,  Foster,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Isard,  King,  Monroe,  Mor- 
ris, Read,  Rutherfurd,  and  Stanton. — 16. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  clause 
of  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  wit : 

"  That  is  to  say :  From  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
four  members ;  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  fifteen ;  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  i»even ;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
two ;  the  State  of  Vermont,  two ;  the  State  of  New 
York,  eleven  ;  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  five ;  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  fourteen ;  the  State  of  Delaware,  ouo ; 


the  State  of  Maryland,  nine ;  the  State  of  Virginia, 
twenty-one ;  the  Sfate  of  Kentucky,  two ;  tiie  State  of 
Nm-th  Carolina,  eleven ;  and  the  Stat«  of  G«>i)gia,  two 
members." 

The  yeas  and  najs  being  required  by  one-fiifth 
of  the  Senators  present,  stood—- 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Butler,  Dickinson,  Few,  Foster,  Ckmn. 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Isard,  Monroe,  Morris^ 
Bead,  and  Stantoa— IS. 

Nats.— MessrsL  Bradley,  Borr,  Oabot,  EOawortli, 
King,  Langdon,  Robinson,  Ratherfiird,  Sherman,  Strong, 
and  Wingate. — 1 1. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
And,  aft»r  agreeing  to  sundry  amendmentSy  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 


Tbubsdat,  Decembers. 

A  message  fix>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  €h>Tem- 
ment  for  the  year  1792,"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  follows : 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  1792. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Homee  ef  RmeMent- 
ativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  Ameriea  in  Vongrem 
tueembudf  That,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1792.  and 
the  support  of  the  civil  list  of  the  United  States,  inclu- 
ding the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  sev- 
eral departments  and  offices  thereof  there  shall  be  ap- 
propriated a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
and  twenty- eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-three 
dollars  and  finy-six  cents ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  Vice  President.  Chief 
Justice,  associate  Judges,  and  Attorney  General,  fifty- 
three  thousand  dollara 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  district  judges, 
nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollara 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  officers 
and  attendants  of  the  two  Houses,  estimated  on  a  aet- 
sion  of  six  months'  continuance,  and  including  the  tra- 
veling expenses  of  the  members,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary,  and  offi- 
cers of  the  several  departments  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  includmg  clerks  and  attendants,  and  the 
salaries  of  the  respective  loan  officers,  sixty  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Department  of  State^  six  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and  offi- 
cers of  Uie  Department  of  War,  nine  thouaana  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  the  individual 
States,  including  clerks  and  attendants,  thirteen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Governors,  Judges, 
and  other  officers  of  the  Western  Territory  of  the  Uoi- 
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ted  Stat«t»  tiwlnding  ocntiogencief,  eleveo  thousand 
doUam 

For  the  payment  of  the  aonoal  gnnt  to  Baron  Steu- 
ben, porraant  to  an  act  of  Congress,  two  thousand  five 
hnnidred  doUara. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by  the 
late  GoTenmieBt,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  ana  siz- 
ty-fleven  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

For  defraying  all  other  inddeotal  and  contingent  ex- 
penes  of  the  civil  list  establishment,  including  £e wood, 
stationery,  together  with  the  printing  work,  and  all  other 
eootiiigent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
rait  and  office  expenses  of  the  three  several  Depart- 
ments, namely :  Treasoiy,  State,  War,  and  of  the  gen- 
eral Board  of  Commissioners,  twenty  thousand  five 
bondred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents. 

Sia  2.  And  d«  it  /urtker  maeUd,  That,  for  dis- 
diarging  certain  liquidated  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  for  making  good  deficiencies  m  former  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  civil  list  establishment, 
aod  for  aiding  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
certain  officers  of  the  courts,  jurors,  and  witnesses,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  ten  cutters,  there  shall  be  ap- 
propriated a  sum  of  money  not  exoeedine  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
dollars  and  forty -nine  cents ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  discharging  a  balance  due  on  a  liqmdated  claim 
of  bis  Moat  Christian  Majesty,  against  the  United 
States,  for  supplies  during  the  (ate  war,  nine  thousand 
aod  twen^  dollars  and  sixtpr-eight  cents. 

For  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  on  a  liqui- 
dated daim  of  Oliver  Pollock,  late  commercial  agent  of 
the  United  States,  at  New  Orleans,  for  supplies  of  cloth- 
ing, arms,  and  military  stores,  during  the  late  war, 
one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  five 
dollars  and  two  cents. 

For  making  good  deficiencies  in  the  last  appropria- 
tions for  the  compensations  to  sundry  officers  or  the 
ciril  Us!  establishment,  ^\^  thousand  four  hundred  and 
aeveoty-ooe  dollars. 

For  defraying  sundry  authorised  expenses  to  the  com- 
DUMiooers  of  loans  in  the  several  States,  twenty-one 
thouaad  doUara. 

For  defraying  a  balance  of  certain  liquidated  and  con- 
tmgeot  expenses  in  the  Treasury  Department,  two 
tboQsand  eight  hundred  dollai^. 

For  defraying  the  additional  expense  of  the  enumera- 
tioQ  of  the  mhabitants  of  the  United  States,  nineteen 
tbouand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  and 
KTenty-ttine  oenta 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  former  appropria- 
hoos,  to  dischaige  the  expenses  of  clerks,  jurors,  and 
wiuiessee  in  the  oodrU  of  the  United  Stotes,  five  thou- 
sand doUara. 

For  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  light-booses,  bea- 
cons, piers,  stakes,  and  buoys,  sixteen  thousand  dollara 

For  the  expense  of  keeping  prisoners  committed  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  United  States,  fdur  thousand 
doUariL 

For  the  expense  of  clerka  and  books  in  arranging  the 
public  securitiee,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
doUara  ' 

For  the  purchase  of  hydrometers  for  the  use  of  the 
officers  m  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  revenue,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  further  expense  of  baUding  and  equipping 
ten  cutters,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sic  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  miUtary  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
<Q  the  year  1*792 ;  the  payment  of  the  annuid  allow- 


ances to  the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States ; 
for  defraying  all  expenses  incident  to  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  for  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 
defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  against  the  Indians, 
during  the  years  1790  and  1191,  by  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  acts  relative  to  the  military  estabUshment,  passed 
the  29th  of  September,  1789,  aad  the  80th  of  April, 
1790,  and  for  wHichno  appropriations  have  been  made, 
there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty-nine  dollars  seventy-six  cents  and  two-thirds 
of  a  cent ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  troops,  one  hundred  and  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  eigoty-six  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  ninety-seven 
cents. 

For  clothing,  forty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  forage,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars. 

For  the  hospital  department,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  ordnance  department,  seven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  four  dollars  aod  sixty- four  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Department, 
including  maps,  hire  of  expresses,  allowances  to  officers 
for  'extra  expenses,  printing,  loss  of  stores  of  all  kinds, 
advertising  and  apprehending  deserters,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

.  For  the  discharge  of  certain  sums  due  for  pay  and 
subsistence  of  sundry  officers  of  the  late  army,  and  for 
pay  of  the  late  Mar}' land  line,  for  which  no  appropria- 
tions have  been  made,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowances  to  invalid 
pensioners,  eighty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty-three  doUars  sixty  cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent 

For  defraying  all  expenses  incident  to  the  Indian  de- 

Eartnient,  authorized  by  law,  thirty-nine  thousand  four 
undred  and  twenty-four  doUars  and  seventy-one  cents. 
For  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  defensive 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  as  before  recited,  thirty -seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  doUars  and  fur- 
ty-eight  cents. 

Sza  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tliat  the  several 
appropriations  herein-before  made,  shall  be  paid  and 
discharged  out  of  the  funds  followine,  to  wit :  First,  out 
of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which,  by 
the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  makiuff  provision  for  the  debt 
of  the  United  States,"  is  reserved  yearly  for  the  support 
of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
common  defence ;  and,  secondly,  out  of  such  surplus  as 
shall  have  accrued  to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  upon 
the  revenues  heretofore  establishefl,  over  and  above  the 
sums  necessary  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  pub- 
lic debt,  during  the  same  year,  and  for  satisfying  other 
prior  appropriations. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  aent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concarrence,  entitled  ''An  act  apportioning 
Representatives  among  tbe  people  of  the  several 
States,  aecording  to  tbe  firat  enumeration,"  was 
read  the  thinl  time,  and, 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  first  section  of  tbe  bill, 
and  substitute  the  following : 

*'  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  IfoHte  of  Jteprment- 
ativa  of  the  Unit^  Statee  of  America  in   Congreu 
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auembledt  That,  from  and  after  the  Sd  day  of  March, 
1798,  and  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  mem- 
bers who  shall  have  been  chosen  by  the  people  of  the 
several  States,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative 
for  every  thirty-three  thousand  persons  in  each  State, 
computed  accordinff  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  God- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say :  from  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  four  members ;  the  State  of 
liassachusetts,  fourteen;  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
seven ;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  the  State  of 
Vermont,  two ;  the  State  of  New  York,  ten ;  the  State 
of  Ne^  Jersey,  five ;  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  thir- 
teen ;  the  State  of  I>elaware,  one ;  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, eight;  the  State  of  Viriginia,  nineteen ;  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  two ;  the  State  of  North  Carolina^  ten ; 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  two  members." 

The  yeaa  and  naya  being  taken,  stood  as  fol- 
lows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  Stanton,  Sher- 
man, Strong,  and  Wingate. — 12. 

Kays. — Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinson,  Few,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Icard,  King,  Monroe,  and 
Morria — 12. 

The  number  of  votes  being  equal,  the  Vice 
President  determined  the  question  in  the  affirma- 
tive; and, 

On  motion,  that  this  bill  pass  with  the  last  recited 
and  the  following  amendment,  to  wit : 

Strike  out  the  words  **  State  of,"  and  insert  **  dis- 
trict" after  the  word  "Carolina." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  stood — 

YiAS^ — Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Few,  Fos* 
ter,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutlierfurd,  Stan- 
ton, Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate. — 14. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  Dickinson.  Gunn,  Haw- 
kins, Henry,  Johnston,  Isard,  Monroe,  and  Morria — 10. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concar- 
rence  of  the  House  of  Representativea  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber on  the  petition  of  Charles  Colvill,  and  agreed 
that  the  first  part  of  the  report  be  postponed; 
and,  after  debate  on  the  other  parts  of  the  re- 
port, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned. 

Fridat,  December  9. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1792,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Monroe, 
Shebman,  Burr,  Gurit,  and  Read,  to  consider  and 
report  generally  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence,  entitled  **  An  net  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell,"  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 


MoRDAT,  December  12. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

OmUlemen  of  the  Senaie,  and 

of  the  ffouae  of  RepretmUativei : 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  oommumcata  toroa 
tlie  information  received  from  Major  Qeneral  St.  Cuur, 
of  the  misfortune  which  has  be&Ilen  the  troops  under 
his  command. 

Although  the  national  loss  is  considerable,  susoordtog 
to  the  scale  of  the  event,  yet  it  may  be  repaired  withoot 
great  difficulty,  excepting  as  to  the  brave  men  who  have 
&llen  on  the  occasion,  and  who  are  a  subject  of  pablie 
as  well  as  private  re^t 

A  further  communication  will  shortly  be  made  of  aH 
such  matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Legis- 
lature to  judge  of  the  future  measures  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  pursuei 

O.  WASHmGTOK. 

Unitbd  Statb,  December  12, 1791. 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  read ; 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cook  and  Thomas  Campbell ;"  and,  after  agreeing 
to  sundry  amendments  in  it,  the  bill  JMiased  to  the 
thurd  reading. 

Tuesday,  December  13. 

Tlie  memorial  of  James  Wilson  and  others,  in 
behalf  of  the  Illinois  and  Ouabashe  Land  compa- 
nies, was  read,  praying  that  they  may  be  confirmed 
in  their  title,  for  reasons  mentioncNl  in  their  me- 
morial. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Jlouee  of  Representatives  : 

I  place  before  you  the  plan  of  a  City  that  baa  beea 
laid  out  within  the  district  of  Ten  Miles  Square,  which 
was  fixed  upon  for  the  Permanent  Seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment Qf  the  United  States. 

a.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukitkd  States,  December  18,  1791. 

Mr.  Monroe,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  making'  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1792,^  reported  the  bill  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook 
and  Thomas  Campbell ;"  and 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 


Wednesday,  December  14. 

The  petition  of  Zaccheus  Hunt,  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  that  he  may  be  placed  on  the 
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list  of  iDTilid  pensioDerB  of  (he  United  States,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition,  was  read ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  it  he  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  HepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  agreed  to  the  amendments  of*  the  Senate 
to  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dayid 
Cook  and  Thomas  Gamphell." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
179S ;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Burr,  Butler,  and 
Strong,  he  a  committee  to  revise  the  acts  and 
resolves  relative  to  the  compensations  to  disabled 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  officers;  and  to  report  what 
alterations  and  further  general  regulations  it  will 
be  proper  to  make  therein. 

Mr.  Winoate,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  re- 
ported amendment& 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned.   

Thursday,  December  15. 

The  petition  of  Elijah  Janes,  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  late  a  lieutenant  in  Colonel  Sbddon's  regiment 
of  cavalry,  that  he  may  be  placed  on  the  list  of  in- 
valid pensioners  of  the  United  States,  was  read ; 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  14th 
instant,  to  consider  the  case  of  invalid  pensioners  at 
large. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
fonned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives disi^r^ee  to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate 
on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  apportioning  Repre- 
fientatives  among  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration,"  and  agree  to 
the  other  amendment 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  appor- 
tioning Representatives  among  the  people  of  the 
several  States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration  ;** 
and, 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  to-morrow  se'nnight,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  recede  from  the  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  requh'ed  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present,  stood  as  follows : 

Ykas,— Measrs.  Burr.  Butler,  DickinBon,  Few,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Jobnaton,  Izard,  King,  Monroe,  and 
Morrii — 12^ 

NAT8.~.Me9sr8.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  Stanton,  Sher- 
aiin,  Strong,  and  Wingato.— 12. 


The  numbers  being  equal,  the  Vice  President 
determined  the  question  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  insist  on  the  amendment  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  appoint  a 
committee  of  conference,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  insist  on  the 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1792 ;"  and, 
after  progress,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Strong,  Sherman, 
Ellsworth,  Izard,  and  Burr,  be  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  the.  memorial  of  the  Illi- 
nois and  Ouabache  land  companies,  and  to  report 
thereon. 


Friday,  December  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1792;"  and 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  December  19. 

The  petition  of  Gilbert  Dench,  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  in  behalf  of  the  orphan  children  of 
the  late  Roger  Dench,  a  lieutenant  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  was  read,  praying  that  the  said 
children  may  be  authorized  to  receive  the  half  pay 
of  a  lieutenant,  in  right  of  their  father. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  **  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1792  ;'* 
and, 

Reeohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

[The  following  clause  to  be  added  to  the  first 
section  of  the  biil^  is  the  only  material  amendment^ 
viz.: 

"  And  he  iifwrther  enaded.  That  the  compensation  to 
the  Doorkeepers  of  the  two  Houses  for  services  which 
have  been  heretofore  rendered,  or  may  be  rendered  in 
the  recess  of  Congress,  for  the  year  1792,  and  certified 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  or  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  manner  required  by  law,  for  like 
services  during  sessions,  shall  be  discharged  out  of  the 
money  hereinbefore  appropriated  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.**] 


Tuesday,  December  20. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  received : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  BepretentaHvee : 

I  lay  before  you  the  copy  of  a  Xjetter  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
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The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentativeB 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settlinsf  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States,"  was  read  the 
first  time,  as  follows : 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  U.  States  with  the  iodiridual  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hovm  of  Represent' 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled^  That  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners whicli,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  second  session  of 
the  first  Congress,  waa  established  to  settle  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States,  shall 
continue  until  the  1st  day  of  July,  1793,  unless  the  busi- 
ness shall  be  sooner  accomplished. 

Ssa  %  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  pay  of  the  prbdpal 
clerk  of  the  said  Board  shall  be  tne  same  as  the  pay 
of  the  principal  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Wednesday,  January  4. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States." 

The  petition  of  Patrick  Ferral,  clerk  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States, 
was  read,  praying  for  an  addition  to  his  compen- 
sation ;  also,  sundry  communications  from  the  said 
Board  of  Commissioners ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  last  mentioned  bill 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "  the 
bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States;^*  and  made  some  progress 
therein. 


Thursday,  January  5. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
hiting  the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  tne  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  extend  the  time 
limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bradley,  Monroe,  and  £«llsworth,  to  consider 
and  report  generally  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "  the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fishermen  employed  tlierein;"  and, 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  6. 

Charles  Carroll,  from  tlje  State  of  Maryland, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  drawback  on  dried  and  pickled  fish  export, 
ed,  in  conformity  to  the  order  of  Senate  of  the 
26th  ultimo,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report,  and  papers  therein 
referred  to,  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  seat 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
further  postponed. 

Monday,  January  9. 

Richard  Bassett,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  petition  of  Isaac  Ledyard,  of  the  Sute  of 
Connecticut,  for  the  re-settlement  of  his  account, 
for  reasons  stated  in  his  petition,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  14th  of  December 
last,  to  revise  the  acts  and  resolves  relative  to  tb« 
compensations  of  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  officers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
**  the  bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  and  agreed  to  sundry 
amendments,  as  follow : 

Sia  1.  Expunge  the  latter  part  of  the  section,  sod 
make  the  following  the  second  section,  to  wit : 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ITiat  the  diredcr 
of  the  Mint  shall  employ  as  many  clerks,  workmen,  sod 
servants,  as  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  find  necMtstj, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

And  to  number  the  subsequent  sections  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion  to  amend  section  sixth,  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "accounts,"  in  the  amendment,  these 
words : 

*•  Of  the  disbursements  of  the  said  Mint  shall  be  ren- 
dered by  the  director  thereof,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  for  settlement^  according  to  the  rules 
prescribed  for  the  adjustment  of  accounts  against  th« 
United  States,  m  other  cases :  And  the  said  director 
shall,  likewise,  once  in  each  year,  make  a  report  to  Goo- 
gress  of  the  transactions  of  the  said  Mint,  accompanied 
by  an  abstract  of  the  settlement  of  said  disburaeiueutJ^ 
which  abstract  shall  be  certified  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury." 

The  motion  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  section  9,  of  the  original 
bill,  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  words  **  and  silver.** 

And  after  the  word  "  America,"  erase  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert — 

"  And  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  said  silver 
coins,  in  the  centre  of  the  exergue,  there  shall  be  «n 
engraving  of  two  hands  united,  and  around  the  mnrgiQ 
of  the  piece  as  many  circles  linked  together  as  there 
shall  be  States  in  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the  coinage, 
each  circle  containiug  the  initial  letters  of  the  name  w 
its  respective  State  ;  and  between  the  representatioD  ui 
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the  united  hands  and  the  circlea  aforesaid,  there  shall 
be  thi<  inscription  in  an  annular  form,  *  Dollar  of  the 
United  States  of  America,*  where  the  coinai^e  shall  be 
of  a  dollar,  but  where  the  coinage  shall  be  of  parts  of  a 
dollar,  expressing  the  same  accordingly. 

*•  And  on  the  revenfte  of  each  of  the  said  copper  coins, 
thfTP  »hall  be  a  representation  of  America,  in  the  usual 
female  iigure  of  Justice  holding  balanced  scales,  with 
thi^  inscription,  'To  all  their  due.'  And  around  the 
margin  this  legend,  expressive  of  the  denomination  of 
the  piece, '  Cent  of  the  United  States  of  America,'  or 
half  cent,  as  the  case  may  be.** 

Tbii»  motioD  pasaed  in  the  negative. 
After  further  progress  in  the  bill,  the  Semite  ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday,  January  10. 

Mr.  BirsR  reported,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  14th  December  last,  to  revise  the  acts  and 
resolves  relative  to  the  compensations  of  disabled 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  deceased  ofl^ers. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  5th  of  January,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An 
ict  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
SL^tes,"  reported  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
adopted ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  comoaittee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Repref«ntativea  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act 
fur  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids, 
and  other  persons." 

Ordtredj  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
fiuRR,  Strorg,  and  Butlbr,  who  are  also  to  con- 
sider and  report  such  further  general  provisions  as 
they  shall  conceive  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  were  killed,  or 
died,  and  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  disabled  in 
aervice  doring  the  late  war. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representiitives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
ati\es  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  to  estab- 
lish tile  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  tlie  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  Adlows : 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States. 

A  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  ^ottu  of  Repre$ent- 
Mtiv€»  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Congrett 
^'ftmbied.  That,  from^and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
tlie  following  roads  bo'established  as  noifi  roads,  namely : 
From  Wiflcassett,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  to  Savannah, 
in  Georgia,  by  the  following  route,  to  wit:  Portland, 
Portamouth,  Exeter,  Newbury  port,  Ipswich,  Salem.  Biis- 
*oo,Worce8ter,  Springfield,  iiartford.  New  Haven,  Strat- 
ford, Fairfield,  Norwall^  Stamford.  New  York,  Newark. 
Hittbethtown,  Brunswick,  Princeton,  Trenton,  Bristol, 
Philadelphia,  Chester,  Wilmington,  Elkton,  Charles- 
tovn,  Havre  de-Grace,  Harford,  Baltimore,  Bladens- 
burg,  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  Colchester,  Dumfries, 
Frederickabuig,  Bowling  Qreeo,  Hanover  Court  House, 


Richmond,  Petersburg,  Halifax,  Tarborough,  Smith- 
field,  Fayetteville,  New  Bridge  over  Downing  Creek, 
Cheraw  Court  House,  Cambden,  Statesburg,  Columbia,' 
Cambridge,  and  Augusta,  and  from  thence  to  Savan- 
nah ;  ana  from  Augusta  to  Washington,  by  the  great 
falls  of  Ogcchee ;  and  from  Statesburg  to  Charleston ; 
and  from  Charleston  to  Georgetown ;  from  Charleston 
to  Savannah ;  and  from  Savannah, by  Newport  Bridge, 
to  Sunbury  ;  and  also  from  Exeter  to  Concord,  in  New 
Hampshire ;  and  from  Salem  to  Miirblehead  ;  and  from 
Salem  to  Gloucester ;  and  from  Boston,  by  Providence, 
Newport,  and  New  London,  to  New  Haven  ;  and  from 
Boston  through  Taunton,  to  New  Bedford ;  and  from 
Taunton,  through  Warren  and  Bristol,  to  Newport; 
also,  from  Taunton  to  Plymouth,  and  thence  to  Boston, 
and  from  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to 
Kinderhook,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  from  Spring- 
field, through  Northfield  and  Charlestown,  to  Windsor, 
in  Vermont ;  and  from  Stockbridge,  ip  Massachusetts, 
to  Bennington,  Manchester,  and  Rutland,  in  Vermont ; 
and  from  Hartford,  by  Middletown,  to  New  London ; 
also,  from  Hartford  to  Norwich  and  Providence ;  and 
from  Philadelphia,  by  Lancaster,  Yorktown,  Carlisle, 
Shippensbur^,  Bedford,  and  Greenbnrg,  to  Pittsburg ; 
and  rrom  Wilmington,  by  Warwick,  Georgetown,  Cross 
Roads,  Chestertown,  Chester  Mills,  and  Easton,  to  Vi- 
also,  from  Wilmington,  by  Duck  Creek  to  Do- 


enna 


ver,  and  from  thence,  by  Dagsborough,  to  Northamptoin 
court  house,  in  Virginia ;  and  from  Baltimore  to  Anna- 
polis, Upper  Marlborough,  Piscatawa,  Port  Tobacco, 
Allen's  fresh,  and  Chaptico,  to  Leonardtown  ;  and  from 
Richmond,  by  Williamsburg,  Yorktown,  and  Hampton, 
to  Norfolk ;  and  from  Fredericksburg,  by  Port  Royal 
and  Tappahannock,  to  Urbanna ;  and  from  Petersburg, 
by  Cabm  point,  Smithfield,  and  Suffolk,  to  Portsmouth, 
and  from  Suffolk  to  Edenton  and  Washington;  and 
from  Washington  to  Newbem,  and  thence  to  Wilming- 
ton; and  from  Fayetteville,  by  Elizabethtown,  to  Wil- 
mington ;  and  from  Halifax,  by  HilUb.)rough,  to  Salis- 
bury;  and  from  New  York  to  Albany ;  from  New  York 
to  Hartford,  through  White  Plains,  North  Castle,  Sa- 
lem, Poundridge,  Ridgefield,  Danbury,  Newtown,  New 
Milford,  Litchfield,  Harrington,  and  Farmington ;  from 
Elizabethtown,  bv  Morristown,  to  Sussex  court  house ; 
from  Alexandria, l)y  Leesburg,  Shepherdstown,  Martins- 
burg,  Winchester,  Stevensburg,  Strasburg,  Woodstock, 
and  Rockingham  court  house,  to  Staunton ;  and  from 
Richmond,  by  Charlottesville,  Staunton,  Lexington,  Fin- 
castle,  Montgomery  court  house, Wythe  court  house,  Ab- 
ingdon, and  Hawkm's  court  houne,  in  the  territory  south 
of  the  river  Ohio,  to  Danville,  in  Kentucky ;  and  from 
Baltimore,  by  Fredericktown  and  Sharpsburg,  to  Ha- 
garstown,  and  from  thence  to  Chambersburg :  Provided^ 
That  the  mute  by  which  the  mails  are  at  present  con- 
veyed shall  in  no  case  be  altered,  without  the  consent 
of  the  contractors,  till  the  contracts  made  by  the  Post- 
master General  shall  be  determined. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  enter  into 
contracts,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  (i)r  ex- 
tending the  line  of  posts,  and  to  authorize  the  person  or 
persons  so  contracting  to  receive,  duriug  the  continu- 
ance of  such  contract,  according  to  the  rates  by  this  act 
established,  all  the  postage  which  shall  arise  on  letters, 
newspapers,  and  packets,  conveyed  by  any  such  post; 
and  ine  roads  therein  designated  shall,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  contract,  be  deemed  and  considered  as 
post  roads,  within  the  terms  and  provisions  of  this  act : 
Provided,  That  no  such  contract  shall  be  made  to  the 
diminution  of  the  revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
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The  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  ihe  United 
States  with  the  individual  States,**  was  read  the 
first  time,  as  follows : 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counta  of  the  U.  States  with  the  individual  Sutea 

JSe  it  enacted  by  ihe  Senate  and  Houw  of  Repretent- 
ativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congreu 
assembled,  That  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners which,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  second  session  of 
the  first  Congress,  was  established  to  settle  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States,  shall 
continue  until  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1793,  unless  the  busi- 
ness shall  be  sooner  accomplished. 

Sec.  %  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  pay  of  the  principal 
clerk  of  the  said  Board  shall  be  toe  same  as  the  pay 
of  the  prindpal  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Wednesdat,  January  4. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  readinfir  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States." 

The  petition  of  Patrick  Ferral,  elerk  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  settlincf  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States, 
was  read,  praying  for  an  addition  to  his  compen- 
sation ;  also,  sundry  communications  from  the  said 
Board  of  Commissioners ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  last  mentioned  bill 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "  the 
bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States;^'  and  made  some  progress 
therein. 


Thursday,  January  5. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  tlie 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
eoncurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  time 
limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
Stotes  with  the  individual  States." 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bradlet,  Monroe,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider 
and  report  generally  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  "  the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fishermen  employed  therein;"  and, 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  6. 

Charles  Carroll,  from  tiie  State  of  Marylaod, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaiy, 
on  the  drawback  on  dried  and  pickled  fish  expoit. 
ed,  in  conformity  to  the  order  of  Senate  of  the 
26th  ultimo,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report,  and  papers  fiicRia 
referred  to,  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  wot 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur.  | 
rence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certAia ' 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
fhrther  postponed. 


Monday,  January  9. 

Richard  Bassett,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat.  i 

The  petition  of  Isaac  Ledyard,  of  the  State  of ! 
Connecticut^  for  the  re-settlement  of  his  account,  , 
for  reasons  stated  in  his  petition,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  | 
committee  appointed  on   the   14th  of  December 
last,  to  revise  the  acts  and  resolves  relative  to  the 
compensations  of  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  officers.     | 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
**  the  bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  and  agreed  to  sundry 
amendments,  as  follow :  | 

Sko.  1.  Expunge  the  latter  part  of  the  section,  lod 
make  the  following  the  second  section,  to  wit :  | 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  director 
of  the  Mint  shall  employ  as  many  clerks,  workmen,  aod 
servants,  as  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  find  necaravr, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

And  to  number  the  subsequent  sections  accottl- 
ingly. 

On  motion  to  amend  section  sixth,  by  inserting 
after  the  word  '^aoconnts,"  in  the  amendment,  the^e 
words: 

«  Of  the  disbursements  of  the  said  Mint  shall  be  ren- 
dered by  the  dh-ector  thereof,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  for  settlement,  according  to  the  rule* 
prescribed  for  the  adjustment  of  accounts  against  the 
United  States,  m  other  cases :  And  the  said  director 
shall,  likewise,  once  in  each  year,  make  a  report  to  Con- 
gress of  the  transactions  of  the  said  Mint,  acoompanietl 
by  an  abstract  of  the  settlement  of  said  disbursemcDti, 
which  abstract  shall  be  certified  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury." 

The  motion  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  section  9,  of  the  original 
bill,  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  words  **  and  silver.** 

And  after  the  word  •*  America,"  erase  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert — 

"  And  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  said  silver 
coins,  in  the  centre  of  the  exergue,  there  shall  be  an 
engraving  of  two  hands  united,  and  around  the  mnr^iB 
of  the  piece  as  many  circles  linked  togt^ther  a»  tiiere 
shall  be  States  in  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the  coinage, 
each  circle  containing  the  initial  letters  of  the  name  vl 
its  respective  State ;  and  between  the  represeotatioa  of 
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the  united  hands  and  the  circles  aforesaid,  there  shall 
be  thU  inscription  in  an  annular  form, '  Dollar  of  the 
United  States  of  America/  where  the  coinage  shall  be 
of  a  dollar,  but  where  the  coinage  shall  be  of  parts  of  a 
dollar,  expressing  the  same  accordingly. 

"  And  on  the  reven»e  of  each  of  the  said  copper  coins, 
thoT  Khali  be  a  representation  of  America,  i!i  the  usual 
female  figure  of  Justice  holding  balanced  scales,  with 
this  inscription,  *To  all  their  due.*  And  around  the 
margin  this  legend,  expressive  of  the  denomination  of 
the  piece,  *  Cent  of  the  United  States  of  America,'  or 
half  cent,  as  the  case  may  be." 

This  motion  paaaed  in  the  negative. 
Afler  further  progress  in  the  bill,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  January  10. 

Mr.  Bttrr  reported,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  14th  December  last,  to  revise  the  nets  and 
resolves  relative  to  the  compensations  of  disabled 
ofScerd  and  soldiers,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  deceased  officers. 

Orderedj  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  5th  of  January,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **•  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
eounu  of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
Suites,"  reported  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
adopted ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids, 
and  other  persons.** 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Burr,  Strokg,  and  Butlbr,  who  are  also  to  con- 
sider and  report  such  further  general  provisions  as 
they  shall  conceive  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  were  killed,  or 
died,  and  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  disabled  in 
ttnrice  daring  the  late  war. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
itives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  estab- 
li^  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
Uoited  States,**  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  tlie  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  as  f(»llowB : 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
widiin  the  United  States. 

Bt  it  enacted  b}f  the  Senate  and  ^ot*u  of  Repreient- 
^ivt»  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Congreu 
ouembUd,  That,  from^and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
^  following  roads  bo  established  as  po^t  roads,  namely : 
From  Wiacassett,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  to  Savannah, 
la  Georgia,  by  the  following  route,  to  wit:  Portland, 
Portsmouth,  Exeter,  Newbury  port,  Ipswich,  Salem,  Bos- 
ton, Worcester,  Springfield,  iLirtford,  New  Haven,  Strat- 
fcrd,  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stamford,  New  York,  Newark, 
£lizabethtown,  Brunswick,  Princeton,  Trenton,  Bristol, 
Philadelphia,  Chester,  Wilmington,  Elkton,  Charles- 
town,  Havre- de-Qrace,  Harford,  Baltimore,  Bladens- 
hurg,  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  Colchester,  Dumfries, 
Fredericksbuig,  Bowling  Green,  Hanover  Court  House, 


Richmond,  Petersburg,  Halifax,  Tarborough,  Smith- 
field,  Fayetteville,  New  Bridge  over  Downing  Creek, 
Cheraw  Court  House,  Cambden,  Statesburg,  Columbia, 
Cambridge,  and  Augusta,  and  from  thence  to  Savan- 
nah ;  ana  from  Augusta  to  Washington,  by  the  great 
falls  of  Ogechee ;  and  from  Statesburg  to  Charleston ; 
and  from  CharlestOTi  to  Georgetown  ;  from  Charleston 
to  Savannah  ;  and  from  Savannah,  by  Newport  Bridge, 
to  Sunbury  ;  and  also  from  Exeter  to  Concord,  in  New 
Hampshire ;  and  from  Salem  to  Marblehead  ;  and  from 
Salem  to  Gloucester ;  and  from  Boston,  by  Providence, 
Newport,  and  New  London,  to  New  Haven ;  and  from 
Boston  through  Taunton,  to  New  Bedford ;  and  from 
Taunton,  through  Warren  and  Bristol,  to  Newport; 
also,  from  Taunton  to  Plymouth,  and  thence  to  Boston, 
and  from  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to 
Kinderhook,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  from  Spring- 
field, through  Northfield  and  Charlestown,  to  Windsor, 
in  Vermont ;  and  from  Stockbridge,  ip  Massachusetts, 
to  Bennington,  Mancliester,  and  Rutland,  in  Vermont; 
and  from  Hartford,  by  Middletown,  to  New  London ; 
also,  from  Hartford  to  Norwich  and  Providence ;  and 
from  Philadelphia,  by  Lancaster,  Yorktown,  Carlisle, 
Shippensbur^,  Bedford,  and  Greenburg,  to  Pittsburg ; 
and  from  Wilmington,  by  Warwick,  Georgetown,  Cross 
Roads,  Chestertown,  Chester  Mills,  and  Easton,  to  Vi- 
enna ;  also,  from  Wilmington,  by  Duck  Creek  to  Do- 
ver, and  from  thence,  by  Dagsborough.  to  Northampton 
court  house,  in  Virginia;  and  from  Baltimore  to  Anna- 
polis, Upper  Marlborough,  Piscatawa,  Port  Tobacco, 
Allen's  it-esh,  and  Chaptico,  to  Leonardtown  ;  and  from 
Richmond,  by  Williamsburg,  Yorktown,  and  Hampton, 
to  Norfolk ;  and  from  Fredericksburg,  by  Port  Royal 
and  Tappahannock,  to  Urbanna ;  and  from  Petersburg, 
by  Cabm  point,  Smithfield,  and  Suffolk,  to  Portsmouth, 
and  from  Suffolk  to  Edenton  and  Washington;  and 
from  Washington  to  Newbem,and  thence  to  Wilming- 
ton ;  and  from  Fayetteville,  by  Elisabethtown,  to  Wil- 
mington ;  and  from  Halifax,  by  Hill^bJrou^h,  to  Salis- 
bury ;  and  from  New  York  to  Albany ;  from  New  York 
to  Hartford,  through  White  Plains,  North  Castle,  Sa- 
lem, Poundridge,  Ridgefield,  Danbury,  Newtown,  New 
Milford,  Litchfield,  Harrington,  and  Farmington;  from 
Elisabethtown,  bv  Morristown,  to  Sussex  court  house ; 
from  Alexandria, l)y  Lee^burg,  Shepherdstown,  Martins- 
burg,  Winchester,  Stevensburg,  Strasburg,  Woodstock, 
and  Rockingham  court  house,  to  Staunton ;  and  from 
Richmond,  by  Charlottesville,  Staunton,  Lexington,  Fin- 
castle,  Montgomery  court  house, Wythe  court  house,  Ab- 
ingdon, and  Hawkm*s  court  house,  in  the  territory  south 
of  the  river  Ohio,  to  Danville,  in  Kentucky ;  and  from 
Baltimore,  by  Fredericktown  and  Sharpsburg,  to  Ha- 
garstown,  and  from  thence  to  Chambersburg :  Provided^ 
That  the  route  by  which  the  mails  are  at  present  con- 
veyed shall  in  no  case  be  altered,  without  the  consent 
of  the  contractors,  till  the  contracts  made  by  the  Post- 
master General  shall  be  determined. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
may  bo  hiwful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  enter  into 
contracts,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  for  ex- 
tending the  line  of  posts,  and  to  authorize  the  person  or 
persons  so  contracting  to  receive,  during  the  ccmtinu- 
ance  of  such  contract,  according  to  the  rates  by  this  act 
established,  all  the  postage  which  shall  arise  on  letters, 
newspapers,  and  packets,  conveyed  by  any  such  post; 
and  ine  roads  therein  designated  shall,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  contract,  be  deemed  and  considered  as 
p<ist  roads,  within  the  terras  and  provisions  of  this  act : 
Provided^  That  no  such  contract  shall  be  made  to  the 
diminution  of  the  revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
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and  that  a  duplicate  of  every  such  contract,  under  hand 
and  seal,  shall,  within  sixty  days  after  the  execution 
thereof,  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Ck»mptroller  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Ssa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall 
be  established,  at  the  seat  of  tlie  Oovernment  of  the 
United  States,  a  General  Post  Office ;  and  there  shall 
be  one  Postmaster  Qeneral,  who  shall  have  authority  to 
appoint  an  assistant  and  deputy  postmasters,  at  all 
places  where  such  shall  be  found  necessary :  and  he 
shall  provide  for  carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  States 
by  stage  carriages  or  horses,  as  he  may  judge  most  ex- 

Sedient*  and  as  often  as  he,  having  regard  to  the  pro- 
uctiveness  thereof,  as  well  as  other  circumstances,  snail 
think  proper ;  and  deftay  the  expense  thereof,  with  all 
other  expenses  arising  on  the  collection  and  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue  of  the  post  offica  He  shall  also 
have  power  to  prescribe  such  regulations  to  the  deputy 
postmasters,  and  others  employed  under  him,  as  may 
DC  found  necessary,  and  to  superintend  the  business  of 
the  department,  in  all  the  duties  that  are  or  mav  be  as- 
signed to  it ;  and  also  to  direct  the  route  or  roaJ,  where 
there  are  more  than  one  between  the  places  above  es- 
tablished ;  which  route  or  road  shall  be  considered  as 
the  post  road. 

Ssa  4.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Post- 
master General  shall,  once  in  three  months,  obtain  from 
his  deputies  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  their  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  the  balances  due  thereon ;  and 
shall  return  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  quarterly 
account  of  all  the  recjsipts  and  expenditures  in  the  said 
department,  to  be  adjusted  and  settled  as  other  public 
accounts ;  and  shall  pav,  quarterly,  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  tne  balance  in  his  handa  And 
the  Postmaster  General  and  his  assistant,  and  the  depu- 
ty postmasters,  and  such  as  they  may  employ  iu  their 
offices,  shall,  respectively,  before  they  enter  upon  the 
duties^  or  be  entitled  to  receive  the  emoluments  of  their 
office,  take  and  subscribe,  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  and  cause  a 
certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Post- 
master Qeneral :  **  I  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may 
be,)  that  I  will  not  wilfully,  willingly,  and  knowingly, 
open,  detain,  or  delay,  or  cause,  procure,  permit,  or  siSfer 
to  be  opened,  detained,  or  delayed,  any  letter  or  packet 
which  shall  come  into  my  hands,  power,  or  custody,  by 
reason  of  my  employment  in,  or  relating  to,  the  post  office, 
except  by  the  consent  of  the  person  to  whom  tne  same  is 
directed,  or  except  in  such  cases  where  the  party  to 
whom  such  letter  or  packet  shall  be  directed,  or  who  is 
chaiged  with  the  postage  thereo(  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  the  postage ;  and  except  such  letters  or  packets 
as  shall  be  returned  for  want  of  true  directions,  or  where 
the  party  to  whom  the  same  are  addressed  cannot  be 
found ;  and  that  I  will  not,  any  way,  embezsle  any  such 
letter  or  packet"  And  the  contractors  for  carrying  the 
mail,  and  their  agents  or  servants,  to  whom  Uie  care  of 
the  mail  shall  be  entrusted,  shall,  before  their  discharg- 
ing the  said  trust,  take  and  iubscribe  the  following  oaw 
or  affirmation,  and  cause  a  certificate  tliereof  to  be  filed, 
as  aforesaid :  **  I  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may 
be,)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  and  perform  all  the 
duues  required  of  me,  and  abstain  fh)m  every  thing  for- 
bidden by  the  act»  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  the  post 
office  and  post  roads  within  the  United  States." 

Heo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  provide  for  the 
conveyance  across  any  ferry  of  the  mail  and  the  car- 
riage, and  the  horse  carrying  the  same.  And  if  anv 
person  shall  obstruct  or  retard  the  passage  of  the  mail, 


or  of  any  hone  or  carriage  carrying  the  sarae,  be  shaD, 
upon  oonvictiott,  for  every  such  omnce,  pay  a  ^Mie,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  And  if  any  ferrymso 
shall,  by  wilful  negligence,  or  refusal  to  traosport  the 
mail  across  any  ferry,  delay  the  same,  he  shall  forfieit 
and  pav,  for  each  half  hour  that  the  same  ahaU  be  so 
delayed,  a  sftm  not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Ssa  6.  And  be  it  furtlur  enacted.  That  it  ehall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  give  public  wy 
tioe,  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  published  at  th« 
seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  at  least 
twelve  weeks  before  the  entering  into  any  contract  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  that  soch  contract  ia  intend- 
ed to  be  made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  shall  be  onth 
duded ;  describing  the  places  from  and  to  whicli  soch 
mail  is  to  be  conveyed ;  the  time  at  which  it  ia  to  bs 
made  up,  the  day  and  hour  at  which  it  ia  to  be  delivered, 
and  the  penalty  or  penalties  for  non-performance  of  tbs 
stipulations,  fie  snail,  moreover,  within  thirty  daji 
after  the  making  of  any  contract,  lod^  the  same,  to- 
gether with  the  proposals  which  he  shall  have  received 
respecting  the  same,  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sko.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  depu- 
ty postmaster  shall  keep  an  office,  in  which  one  or  more 
persons  shall  attend,  at  such  hours  as  the  PoAtma^ter 
General  shall  direct,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  tbe 
duties  thereof;  and  all  letters  brought  to  any  poet  office 
half  an  hour  before  the  time  of  making  up  tne  mail  it 
sueh  office,  shall  be  forwarded  therein ;  and  the  letter^ 
to  be  delivered  at  any  other  post  office  shall  be  sealed 
up  together,  and  the  seal  shall  not  be  broken  until  they 
are  so  delivered. 

Sxa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Post- 
master General  shall  be  allowed  for  his  servicea  at  tbs 
rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  his  aasistant 
at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  quarterly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States; 
and  no  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  received  by  either 
of  them  on  account  of  the  duties  to  be  performeid  in  vir- 
tue of  their  appointments. 

Seo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  the  deputy  postmas- 
ter, and  persons  authorized  by  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
shall  demand  and  receive,  for  the  postage  and  convev* 
anoe  of  letters  and  packets,  except  sucu  as  are  herein- 
afler  excepted,  according  to  the  several  rates  and  sums 
following : 

For  the  postage  of  every  single  letter  to  or  from  any 
place,  by  land,  not  exceeding  thirty  miles,  six  cents. 

Over  thirty  miles,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  eight 
cents; 

Over  sixty  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred, 
ten  cents; 

Over  one  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fiffy,  twelve  cents  and  a  half; 

Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceeding 
two  hundred,  fifteen  cents ; 

Over  two  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred and  fiftv,  seventeen  cents ; 

Over  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceeding 
tliree  hundred  and  fifty,  twenty  cents ; 

And  to  and  from  any  place,  by  land,  more  than  four 
hundred  miles,  twenty-five  cents. 

And  every  double  letter  shall  pay  double  the  said 
rates ;  every  triple  letter,  triple ;  every  packet  weighing 
one  ounce  avoirdupois,  to  pay  at  tlie  rate  of  four  single 
letters  for  each  ounce ;  and  in  that  proportion  for  any 
greater  weight. 

Sia  10.  And  be  U  fwrther  enacted,  That  all  letters 
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passiog  hj  set)  to  and  from  the  United  States,  in  packet 
botts  or  reaadfl,  the  property  of^  or  provided  by,  the 
United  States,  and  all  letters  brought  by  sea  into  the 
Uoited  States,  in  any  other  ship  or  Tessef,  shall  be  rated 
and  charged  as  follows : 

For  every  single  letter  brought  into,  or  sent  from,  the 
Uoited  States,  by  sea,  in  any  packet,  boat,  or  vessel, 
belooging  toy  or  employed  by,  tlie  United  States,  eight 
cent*; 

For  every  double  letter,  sixteen  cents ; 

For  every  triple  letter,  twenty-four  cents ; 

For  every  letter  brought  into  the  United  States,  or 
carried  from  one  port  therein  to  another,  by  sea,  in  any 
other  ship  or  vessel,  four  cents,  if  delivered  at  the  place 
where  the  lame  shall  arrive ;  and,  if  directed  to  any  other 
plsce,  with  the  addition  of  the  like  postage  as  other  let- 
ten  sre  made  subject  to  the  payment  of  by  this  act 

Snx  II.  And  he  it  further  enacied,  That,  if  anv  deputy 
postmaster,  or  other  person  authorised  by  the  Post- 
master General,  shall  demand  or  receive  any  rate  of 
postage,  or  any  gratuity  or  reward,  other  than  is  pro- 
vided by  this  act  for  the  postage  of  letters  or  packets, 
on  conviction  thereof,  he  shall  forfeit,  for  such  offence, 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  be  rendered  incapable  of 
holding  soy  office  under  the  United  States. 

Ssa  12.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  ship  or 
vessel,  arriving  at  any  port  within  the  United  States, 
where  a  post-office  is  established,  shall  be  permitted  to 
report,  make  entry,  or  break  bulk,  till  the  master  or 
oommander  shall  have  delivered  to  the  postmaster  all 
letters  directed  to  any  person  or  persons  within  the 
United  States,  whidi,  under  his  care,  or  within  his  pow- 
er, pball  be  brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  other  than 
lucfa  as  are  directed  to  the  owner  or  consignee,  or  per- 
son concerned  in  any  merchandise  or  lauding  in  such 
ihip  or  vessel ;  but  when  a  vessel  shall  be  Dound  to 
saother  port  than  that  at  which  she  may  enter,  and  thero 
is  DO  communication  by  post  between  such  port  of  entry, 
and  her  port  of  delivery,  the  letters  belonging  to,  or  to 
be  delivered  at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  sluJl  not  be  de- 
livered to  the  postmaster,  at  the  port  of  entir.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector,  or  other  officer  of  the 
port  empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  vessels, 
to  require  from  every  master  or  oommander  of  such 
BhiD  or  vesselt  an  oath  or  affirmation,  purporting  that 
be  has  delivered  all  such  letters  as  aforesaid. 

Sta  18.  And  he  U  further  enact^  That  the  poet- 
nsaters,  to  whom  such  letters  may  be  delivered,  shall 
pay  to  the  master,  commander,  or  other  person,  deliver- 
iDg  the  same,  two  cents  for  every  such  letter  or  packet ; 
and  shall  obtain,  from  the  person  delirering  the  same, 
a  certificate,  spec^ying  the  number  of  letters  and  pack- 
ets, with  the  name  of  the  ^ip  or  vessel,  and  the  place 
from  whence  she  last  sailed  ;  which  certificate,  together 
vith  a  receipt  for  the  money,  shall  be,  with  his  half 
yearly  accounts,  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
who  shall  credit  the  amount  thereof  to  the  postmaster 
fcrwarding  the  sama 

Sic  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  per- 
MQ,  other  than  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  or  his  deputies, 
■hall  take  up,  receive,  order,  despatch,  convey,  carry, 
or  deliver,  aqj  letter  or  letters,  packet  or  packets,  for 
hire  or  reward,  on  any  establislied  post  road,  or  shall  be 
eoocenied  in  setting  up  any  foot  or  horse  post,  or  any 
packet,  or  other  vessel  or  boat,  or  any  conveyance  what- 
ever, whereby  the  revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office 
may  be  injured,  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit, 
for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  for  ooatinoing  so  to  offend  for  one  or  moreweeks^hall 
for  every  week,  forfeit  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 


Ssa  16.  Pravidedt  neveriheleee,  and  he  it  further  en- 
aeted,  Tliat  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  masters  of  ships 
and  vessels,  conductors  of  pack  horses,  and  for  carriers 
of  goods  by  carts  or  wagons,  to  be  carriers  and  deliver- 
ers of  all  such  letters  or  packets,  as  tnunediately  cuncem 
any  merchandise  or  laaing  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  or 
such  goods  or  merchandise  as  are  under  the  immediate 
care  or  inspection  of  such  masters,  conductors,  or  car- 
riers ;  provided,  such  master,  conductor,  or  carrier,  shall 
deliver  every  such  letter  to  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  it  is  addressed,  without  hire  or  reward :  Provided 
al$o.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every  person 
to  send  letters  or  packets  by  any  private  friend,  or  by 
special  messenger. 

Saa  Id.  Ana  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  deputy 
postmasters,  or  agents  of  the  Postmaster  General,  shall 
duly  account,  and  answer  to  him,  for  all  by  or  way  let- 
ters, and  sliall  specify  the  same,  whether  single,  double, 
triple,  or  ounce  weight,  in  tlie  post  bill ;  and  if  any 
deputy  postmaster,  or  agent,  shall  neglect  so  to  account, 
he  or  tney,  so  offending,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Skc.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  per- 
son employed  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  General 
Post  Office  shall  unlawfully  detain,  delay,  or  open,  any 
letter,  packet,  newspaper,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters,  with 
which  oe  shall  be  eutrusted,  or  which  shall  have  come 
to  his  possession,  and  whidi  are  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed by  post ;  or  if  any  such  person  shall  secrete,  em- 
bezsle,  or  destroy,  any  letter,  newspaper,  or  packet  eo* 
trusted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shall  not  contain 
any  security  for,  or  assurance  relating  to,  money,  as 
hereinafter  described,  every  such  offender,  being  thereof 
duly  convicted,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  be  fined 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances and  aggravations  of  the  offence.  And  if  any 
person,  employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  secrete,  embesale, 
or  destroy,  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall  have 
come  to  his  possession,  and  are  intended  to  be  conveyed 
by  post,  containing  any  bank  note,  or  bank  post  bill,  bill 
of  exchange,  warrant  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  note  of  assignment  of  stocks  in  the  funds,  lettera 
of  attorney  for  receiving  annuities  or  dividends,  or  for 
selling  stock  in  the  funds,  or  for  receiving  the  interest 
thereof,  or  any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for,  or  relating 
to  the  payment  of  money,  or  other  bond  or  warrant,  draft, 
bill  or  promissory  note,  whatsoever,  for  the  payment  of 
money  ;  or,  if  anv  such  person,  employed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  steal  or  take  any  of  the  same  out  of  any  letter, 
packet,  bag,  ot  mail  of  letters,  that  shall  come  to  his 
possession,  he  shall,  on  conviction  for  any  such  offence, 
suffer  death.  And  if  any  person  who  shall  have  taken 
charge  of  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  quit  or 
desert  the  same  before  his  arrival  at  the  next  post  office, 
or  shall  not  use  diligence  to  arrive  seasonamy  at  the 
same,  every  such  person,  so  offendiuff,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  for  every 
sudi  offenccL  And  if  any  person  concerned  in  carrying 
the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  collect,  receive,  or 
carry,  any  letter  or  packet,  or  shall  cause  or  procure 
the  same  to  be  done,  contrary  to  this  act,  every  auch 
offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  ewery  such  offence,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Saa  18.  And  he  it  further  enacUd,  That,  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail  of  the 
United  States  of  such  mail,  or  if  any  person  shall  rob 
the  mail,  in  which  letters  are  sent  to  be  conveyed  by 
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post,  of  an  J  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters,  or  shall 
steal  such  mail,  or  shall  steal  and  take  from  or  out  of 
the  same,  or  from  or  out  of  any  bag  or  mail  of  letters, 
or  from  or  out  of  any  post  office,  house,  or  place,  for  the 
receipt  or  delivery  of  letters  or  packets,  sent,  or  to  be 
sent,  Dy  post,  any  letter  or  packet,  such  offender  or  of- 
fenders shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  suffer  death. 

Seg  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  deputy 
postmasters  shall,  respectively,  publish,  at  the  expiration 
of  every  three  months,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished at  or  nearest  the  place  of  his  residence,  for  three 
successive  weeks,  a  list  of  all  the  letters  then  remaining 
in  their  respective  offices;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
next  three  months,  shall  send  such  of  the  said  letters  as 
then  remain  on  hand,  as  dead  letters,  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opened  and  in- 
spected ;  apd  if  any  valuable  papers,  or  matter  of  con- 
sequence, shall  be  found  therein,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  a  descriptive  list  thereof 
to  be  inserted  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  at  the 
place  most  convenient  fo  where  the  owner  may  be  sup- 
posed to  reside,  if  within  the  United  States  ;  and  such 
letter  and  the  contents  shall  be  preserved,  to  be  delivered 
to  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addressed,  upon 
payment  of  the  postage  and  the  expense  of  publica- 
tion. 

Ssa  SO.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  follow- 
ing letters  and  packets,  and  no  other,  shall  be  received 
and  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  postage,  under  such  re- 
strictions as  are  hereinafter  provided ;  that  is  to  say  :  all 
letters  and  packets  to  or  from  the  President  or  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  all  letters  and  pack- 
ets, not  exceeding  two  ounces  in  weight,  to  or  from  any 
member  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  or  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  during  their  actual  attendance  in  any 
session  of  Congress^  and  twenty  days  afler  such  session, 
all  letters  to  and  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  his  assistant,  Comptroller,  Register,  and  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  his  as- 
sistant and  deputies,  under  such  restrictions  as  shall  be 
enjoined  upon  the  Postmaster  General  by  the  President 
of  tlie  United  States :  Provided^  That  no  person,  hav- 
ing the  privilege  of  franking  letters,  shall  frank  or  en- 
close any  letter  or  packet,  other  than  his  own  ;  but  any 
public  letter  or  packet  from  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury  may  be  franked  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury or  the  assistant  Secretary,  or  by  the  Comptroller, 
Register,  Auditor,  or  Treasurer ;  and  that,  in  all  cases, 
such  person  shall  deliver  to  the  post  office  every  letter 
or  packet  enclosed  to  him,  which  may  be  directed  to  any 
other  person,  noting  the  place  from  whence  it  came  by 
post,  and  the  usual  postage  shall  be  charged  thereon. 

Sbo.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son sliall  counterfeit  the  hand-writing  of  any  other  per- 
son, in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  postage,  such 
person  or  persons,  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  duly 
convicted,  ahill  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sko.  22.  And  be  itfurtfur  enacted,  That  every  printer 
of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each  and  every 
other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the  United  States, 
free  of  postage;  under  such  regulations  as  the  Post- 
master General  shall  provide. 

Sxa  2«S.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  all  news- 
papers, conveyed  in  the  mail,  shall  be  under  a  cover, 
open  at  one  end,  carried  in  separate  bags  from  the  let- 
ters, and  charged  with  the  payment  of  one  cent  for  any 
distance  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  and  one  cent 


and  a  half  for  any  greater  distance ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  and  bis  deputy  to  keep 
a  separate  account  for  the  newspapers,  ana  the  deputy 
postmasters  shall  receive  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  postaee 
of  all  newspapers ;  and  if  any  other  matter  or  tning  be 
enclosed  in  such  papers,  the  whole  packet  aball  be 
charged  agreeably  to  the  rates  established  bj  this  act 
for  letters  or  packets. 

Sbc.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe  Post- 
master General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  allow 
to  the  deputy  postmasters^  respectively,  such  commis- 
sion on  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters 
and  packets  as  he  shall  tlnnk  adequate  to  their  respect- 
ive services :  Provided,  That  the  said  commissioD  shall 
not  exceed  twenty  per  centum  to  any  depotr,  other 
than  the  postmaster,  at  the  port  where  the  Eforopean 
packets  do  or  shall  steadily  arrive,  to  whom  sacb  fur- 
ther allowance,  in  addition  to  the  emolumeots  of  his 
office,  shall  be  made  as  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
deem  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  extra  services 
in  the  receipt  and  despatch  of  letters,  originally  received 
into  his  office,  from  on  board  such  packets,  and  by  him 
forwarded  to  other  offices :  4^  provided^  aUo,  That  the 
compensations  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  to  any  one  postmaster. 

Ssa  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  ahall  be 
the  duty  of  the  postmasters  of  the  respective  cities  of 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Annapolis,  and  Gharlestoo, 
and  of  the  towns  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire, 
Boston,  Salem,  Providence,  Newport,  and  Baltimore,  to 
cause  all  letters  directed  to  persons  in  anv  of  the  said 
cities  or  towns,  or  the  liberties  thereof,  to  be  delivered 
at  the  houses  or  dwelling  of  such  persons;  and  that  one 
cent,  in  addition  to  the  postage,  oe  chai^ged  cm  every 
letter  or  packet  so  delivered. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  de> 
puty  postmaster,  or  other  person  authorised  to  receive 
the  postage  of  letters  and  packets,  shall  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  render  account,  and  pay  over  to  the  Postmaster 
General  the  balance  by  him  due,  at  tbe  end  of  every 
six  months,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  cause  a  suit  to  he  commenced  against  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing;  and  if  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to  be  com- 
menced within  six  months  from  the  end  of  every  such 
half  year,  the  balances  due  from  every  such  delitiqoent 
shall  be  charged  to,  and  recoverable  from,  the  Poetmas- 
ter  Genei-al. 

Seo.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penal- 
ties arid  forfeitures  recovered  under  this  act  shall  be  one 
half  for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  informing  tLod 
prosecuting  for  the  same,  the  other  half  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

Sxa  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  provision  at 
the  post  office  of  every  seaport  of  the  United  Statesi^ 
where  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  receipt  of  all  letters 
and  packets  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  any  ship  or 
vessel,  beyond  sea,  or  from  any  port  of  the  IJnited  States 
to  another  port  therein ;  and  the  letters  so  received  shall 
be  formed  into  a  mail,  sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the 
postmaster  of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  bound ;  and  for  every  letter  or  pack^  so  received, 
there  shall  be  paid  at  the  time  of  its  reception  a  postage 
of  one  cent  And  the  Postmaster  General  ooay  make 
arrangrements  with  the  postmasters  in  any  foreign  coun- 
try for  the  reciprocal  receipt  and  delivery  of  letters  and 
packets  through  the  post  offices. 

Sko.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  deputy 
postmasters,  and  tbe  persons  employed  in  the  tmnsporta. 
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tioo  of  tlM  DMul,  thall  be  exempt  from  militia  dutiee,  or 
■ny  fine  or  penalty  lor  neffleet  thereoC 

Bnx  Sa  And  U  itJuriXtr  matt^  That  all  the  iiar> 
ploi  rercDue  of  the  General  Poet  Office,  preWooe  to  the 
pemngof  this  aet,  and  not  heretolbre  appropriated,  be, 
and  theaame  it  hereby,  appropiated  towarde  defraying 
«Dj  defideoey  which  may  arise  in  the  rerenue  of  the 
«id  depirtment  for  the  year  next  ensuing. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pam  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  **  ibe 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other 
ood  Dsheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,"  and 
Agreed  to  sundiy  amendments ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion, 

Shaa  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading  f  The 
yets  and  nays  being  taken,  stood — 

Tua— Messrs.  Baasett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Oarroll,  Dick- 
inaoD,  Ellsworth,  Pew,  Foster.  Ounn,  Henry,  Itard, 
KiD|r,  Luigdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Morri^  Read,  KotHoson, 
RatherfurJ,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate^^ 
ss. 

Nati— MeavB.  Bradley,  Batkr,  Hawkins,  and 
Jabnatoa— 4. 

So  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  should  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

Wbdhesdat,  January  11. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
Sutes  with  the  individual  SUtes ;"  and, 

Rmhed,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  the  fbUowIng 
tmendments : 

After  the  first  section,  insert  the  following : 

"Sko.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  aforesaid 
•ct  shall  extend  to  the  settlement  of  the  aooounts  be- 
tween the  United  Sutes  and  the  Stote  of  Vermont 
And  that,  until  the  first  day  of  December  next  shall  be 
•llowed  iuT  the  said  State  to  exhibit  its  claima 

'*  And  that  section  2  be  made  to  read  section  8.** 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendments  to  this  bill. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received: 

OaUiemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hauae  of  Bepreeentatwee  : 

I  lay  befbra  yoo,  in  confidence,  two  Reports  made  to 
Be  by  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  rela^ 
tively  to  the  present  state  of  affairs  on  the  western  fron- 
ticn  of  the  United  Statea. 

In  these  Reports,  the  oaoses  of  the  present  war  with 
the  Indians,  the  measores  taken  by  the  Rxeeutive  to 
termioata  it  amicably,  and  the  military  preparations  for 
the  Imte  eampaiffn,  are  stated  and  explained ;  and  also 
a  plsn  suggested  of  such  further  measures  on  the  ooca- 
Mo  ss  appear  just  and  expedient 

I  am  persuaded,  gentlemen,  that  yon  will  take  this 
JBiportant  subieet  mto  your  immediate  and  seriona  con- 
sideration, and  that  the  result  of  your  deliberations  will 
be  the  adoption  of  such  wise  and  efficient  measures  as 
will  reflect  honor  on  our  national  councils,  and  promote 
the  welfore  of  our  country.       O.  WASHINGTON. 

UaiTBD  Sram,  January  II,  119SL 
2dCoh. 


The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  thurd  reading  of 
the  '*  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and 
other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  fishermen  employed  therein  ;**  and, 
after  agreeing  to  a  further  amendment, 

Besohed^  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  the  title  there- 
of be,  "  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank 
and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein;** 
that  it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  Secretary  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
therein. 

The  bllliaaa follows: 

An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  tlie  bank  and  other 
cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  employed  therein. 

Be  it  enacted  hytheSenaU  and  Houee  of  Bnreeenir 
olivM  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Vongreae 
aeeembUd,  Tliat  the  bounty  now  allowed  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  dried  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United 
States,  shall  cease  on  all  dried  fish  exported  after  the 
10th  day  of  June  next ;  and  in  lieu  thereof,  and  fur  the 
more  immediate  enoouragement  of  the  said  fislieries, 
there  shall  be  afterwards  paid,  on  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember, annuallv,  to  the  owner  of  every  ves»el  or  his 
agent,  by  the  collector  of  the  district  where  such  vessel 
may  beloi^,  that  shall  be  qualified  agreeably  to  law  for 
carrving  on  the  bank  and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  that 
shall  actually  have  been  employed  therein  at  sea  for  the 
term  of  four  months*  at  the  least,  of  tlie  fisliing  season 
next  preoedingt  which  season  is  accounted  to  be  from 
the  last  day  w  February  to  the  last  day  of  November 
in  every  year,  for  each  and  every  tun  of  such  vessel's  bur- 
den, according  to  her  admeasurement  as  licensed  or  en- 
rolled, if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceeding  thirty  toms 
one  and-a-half  dollars ;  and  if  above  thirty  tons,  two  aod- 
a-half  dollars ;  of  which  bounty  three-eighth  parts  shall 
aocrue  and  belong  to  the  owner  of  such  fishing  vessel, 
and  the  other  five-eighth  parts  thereof  shall  be  divided 
by  him,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to  and  among 
the  several  fishermen  who  shall  have  been  employed  in 
such  vessel  during  the  season  aforesaid,  or  a  part  there- 
of, as  the  case  may  be,  in  such  proportions  as  the  fish 
they  shall  respectively  have  taken  may  bear  to  the  whole 
quantity  of  lish  taken  on  board  such  vessel  during  such 
season :  Provided,  That  the  bounty  to  be  allowed  and 
paid  on  any  one  vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed 
one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

Sia  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  the  last 
day  of  December,  annually,  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  also 
bo  paid  to  the  owner  of  every  fishing  boat  or  vessel,  of 
more  than  ^je  tons,  and  less  than  twenty  tons,  or  to  his 
a^pent  or  lawful  representative,  by  the  collector  of  the 
district  where  such  boat  or  vessel  may  belong,  tlie  sum 
of  one  dollar  upon  every  ton  admeasurement  of  such 
boat  or  vessel ;  which  bounty  shall  be  accounted  for  as 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fores  of  said  boat  or  vessel, 
and  shall  accordingly  be  so  divided  among  all  persons 
interested  therein :  J'rovided,  howeeer.  That  this  oounty 
shall  bo  allowed  only  to  such  boats  or  vessels  as  shall 
have  actually  been  emploved  at  sea  in  the  cod  fishery, 
for  the  term  of  four  months  at  least  of  the  preceding 
season :  And  provided^  aUo,  That  such  boat  or  vessd 
shall  have  landed,  in  tlie  course  of  said  preceding  season, 
a  quantity  of  fish,  not  less  than  twelve  quintals  for  eveiy 
ton  of  her  admeasurement ;  the  said  quantity  of  fish  to 
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be  atcertaioed  when  dried  and  cared  fit  for  ezportatioo, 
and  aocordio^  to  the  weight  thereof,  as  the  same  ihall 
weigh  at  the  time  of  deli  very,  when  actaallv  sold ;  which 
aoeount  of  the  weight,  with  the  original  adjastmeDt  and 
settlement  of  the  fare  or  fares  among  the  owners  and 
fiehermeD,  together  with  a  written  account  of  the  lei^h, 
breadth,  and  depth  of  said  boat  or  vessel,  and  the  tune 
•he  has  actually  been  employed  in  the  fishery  in  the  pre- 
ceding season,  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  produced  and  sworn 
to  before  the  said  collector  of  the  district,  in  order  to  en- 
title the  owner,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to 
receive  the  bounty  afore-said.  And  it,  at  any  time  within 
one  year  after  payment  of  such  bounty,  it  thmW  appear 
that  any  fraud  or  deceit  has  been  practised  in  obtaining 
the  same,  the  boat  or  vcmcI  upon  which  such  bounty 
shall  have  been  paid,  if  found  within  the  district  afore^ 
laid,  shall  be  forfeited ;  otherwise  the  owner  or  owners 
having  practised  such  fraud  or  deceit,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  one  hundred  dollars ;  to  be  sued  for,  recovered,  and 
appropriated,  in  like  manner  as  forfeitures  and  penalties 
are  to  be  sued  for,  recovered,  and  appropriated,  for  any 
breach  of  an  act,  entitled  **An  Act  to  provide  more 
efifectnally  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
aehi.'* 

Saa  8.  And  he  it  /urther  enotUd,  That  the  owner 
or  owners  of  every  fishing  vessel  of  twenty  tons  and 
trpwards,  his  or  their  ag^ents  or  lawful  representative, 
shall,  previous  to  receiving  the  bounty  which  is  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act,  produce,  to  the  collector  who  is 
authorised  to  pay  the  same,  the  original  agreement  or 
agreements  whicii  may  have  been  made  with  the  fish- 
ermen employed  on  board  such  vessel,  as  is  hereinbefore 
required,  and  also  a  certificate,  to  be  by  him  or  them 
subscribed,  therein  mentioning  the  particular  days  oo 
which  such  vessel  sailed  and  returned  on  the  several 
voyages  or  fores  she  may  have  made  in  the  preceding 
fishing  season,  to  the  truth  of  which,  they  shall  swear 
or  affirm  before  the  collector  aforesaid. 

8bc  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  ship  or 
vessel,  of  twenty  tons  or  upwards,  employed  as  aiore- 
said,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  granted  by  this  act, 
unless  the  skipper  or  master  thereof  shall,  before  he  pro- 
ceeds on  any  fishing  voyage,  make  an  agreement,  in 
writing  or  in  print,with  every  fisherman  employed  there- 
in, excepting  only  any  apprentice  or  servant  of  himself 
or  owner ;  and,  m  addition  to  such  terms  of  shipment 
as  may  be  agreed  on,  shall,  in  such  agreement,  express 
whether  the  same  is  to  continue  for  one  voyage,  or  for 
the  fishing  season,  and  shall  also  express  that  the  fish, 
or  the  proceeds  of  such  fishing  voyage  or  voyages  which 
may  appertain  to  the  fishermen,  shall  be  divided  among 
them  in  proportion  to  the  quantities  or  number  of  said 
fish  they  may,  respectively,  have  caught ;  which  agree- 
ment shall  be  endorsed  or  couutersigued  by  the  owner 
of  such  fishing  vessel,  or  his  aeent ;  and  if  any  fisher- 
man, having  engaged  himself  vx  a  voyage,  or  for  the 
fishing  season,  in  any  fishing  ves9e1,  and  signed  an 
agreement  therefor,  as  aforesaid,  shall  thereafter,  and 
wnile  such  agreement  remains  in  force,  and  to  be  per- 
formed, desert  or  absent  himself  from  such  vessel,  with- 
out leave  of  the  master  or  skipper  thereof,  or  of  the  owner 
or  his  agent,  such  deserter  shall  be  liable  to  the  same 
penalties  as  .deserting  seamen  or  mariners  are  subject 
to  in  the  merchants*  service,  and  may,  in  the  like  man- 
ner, and  upon  the  like  complaint  and  proo(  be  appre- 
hended and  detained ;  and  all  costs  of  process  and  com- 
mitment, if  paid  by  the  master  or  owner,  shall  be  de- 
iucted  out  of  the  shart  of  fish,  or  proceeds  of  any  fishing 


vojrage,  to  which  sadi  deserter  bath  or  shall  bseooM 
entitled.  And  any  fisherman,  haviiw  engaged  him- 
self aa  aforesaid,  who  shall,  during  su(£  fishing  voyage, 
refuse  or  neglect  his  proper  duty  on  board  the  fishijif 
vcsmI,  beine  thereto  ordered  or  required  by  the  msstcr 
or  skipper  thereof  or  shall  otherwise  resist  bis  just  ooo* 
mands,  to  the  hindrance  or  detrimaot  of  such  roytfe, 
besides  being  anaweraUe  for  all  damages  arisbg  tlKr»> 
by,  shall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  the  owner  of  such  vessel, 
his  share  of  the  bounty  which  shaU  be  paid  upoo  isdi 
voyage,  as  is  herein  granted. 

Saa  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thai  where  in 
agreement  or  contract  shall  be  so  made  and  signed,  for 
a  fishing  voyage,  or  for  the  fishing  season,  and  any  fish, 
which  may  have  been  caught  oo  board  sudi  vessel  dar- 
ing the  same,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  owner,  or  to  bit 
agent,  for  cure,  and  ahall  be  sold  by  said  owner  or  s^t, 
such  vessel  shall,  for  the  term  of  six  months  after  todi 
sale,  be  liable  and  answerable  for  the  skipper's  and  ev^ 
ry  other  fisherman's  share  of  such  fiidi,  and  may  be 
proceeded  against  in  the  same  form,  and  to  the  tuu 
effect,  as  any  other  vessel  is  by  law  liable,  and  may  bi 
proceeded  against  for  the  wages  of  seamen  or  mariocn 
m  the  merchants*  service.  A^id,  upon  audi  proesea  for 
the  value  of  a  share  or  shares  of  the  prooe^  of  tA 
delivered  and  sold  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  incumboitoo 
the  owner  or  his  agent,  to  produce  a  just  account  of  tbi 
sales  and  division  of  such  fish  accortfing  to  such  agree- 
ment or  contract,  otherwise  the  said  vessel  shall  be  la- 
swerable  upon  sud)  process  for  what  may  be  the  high- 
est value  of  the  share  or  shares  demanded.  But  io  all 
cases,  the  own«!r  of  such  vessel,  or  his  agent  appesring 
to  answer  to  such  proeeas,  may  offer,  thereupon,  m 
account  of  general  supplies  made  for  sudi  fishing  voy- 
age, and  oUier  supplies  therefor  made,  to  either  of  tht 
demandants,  and  sliall  be  allowed  to  produce  evidence 
thereof  in  answer  to  their  demands,  respectively,  lod 
judgment  shall  be  rendered  upon  such  process,  for  tbe 
respective  balances,  which  upon  such  an  inquiry,  ohaU 
appear :  Provided  altoaye.  That,  when  process  shall  be 
issued  against  any  vessel  liable  as  aforesaid,  if  tbe  owner 
thereof,  or  his  agent,  will  give  bond  to  each  fishennan 
in  whose  fovur  such  process  shall  be  instituted,  witb 
suffident  security,  to  the  satisfoction  of  two  justices  of 
the  peace,  one  of  whom  shall  be  named  by  such  ovner 
or  agent»  and  the  other  by  the  fishormao  or  fishermeo 
pursuing  such  process ;  or,  if  either  party  diall  refuM. 
then  the  justice  first  appointed  shaU  name  his  associate, 
with  condition  to  answer  and  pay  whatever  sum  shall 
be  recovered  by  him  or  tliem  on  such  process,  there 
shall  be  an  immediate  discharge  of  such  vessel ;  Piwid- 
edf  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  soy 
fisherman  from  naving  his  action  at  common  law  d 
his  share  or  shares  of  fish,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  ai 
aforesaid. 

Sxa  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  drawbsdk 
heretofore  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  foreign  dried 
and  pickled  fish,  and  other  foreign  and  aaltMl  provisiooi, 
be,  and  tbe  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Saa  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  moosy 
which  shall  remain  in  consequence  of  the  abolitioo  of 
the  bounty  on  the  dried  fish  of  the  United  States,  sn4 
of  the  drawback  on  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fisb,snd 
other  foreign  salted  provisions,  be,  and  the  same  ait 
hereby,  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  bouatifi 
granted  by  this  act ;  and  in  case  the  moneys  so  v»pr» 
printed  shall  be  inadequate,  the  defidency  sfaaJI  bi 
supplied  out  of  any  moneys  which,  from  time  to  tiiM^ 
ahaU  be  in  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  vA 
otherwise  appropriated. 
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8bc.  8.  Aiid  he  it  fwrtker  maeUd,  That  any  person 
who  whrnH  deolara  iaimlj  in  nny  oath  or  affinnation  re< 

•         «    •         A^a_  •  aI_"J1  'a.!   aI_  *  • 


quired  by  this  mci,  being  duly  oonvieted  thereof  in  aov 
oooit  of  the  United  Statee  naTing  jnriadictioii  of  such 
oflenee,  elwll  soffer  the  aanie  peittltiea  as  are  provided 
for  fidae  aweanng  by  the  act  oelbre  mentioned,  and  to 
be  in  like  manner  Mied  for,  reoorered,  and  appropri- 
ated 

8mo.9.  And  be  U /nrikir  etuKitd,  Thki  ihk  0€i  ahaU 
eoptJBoe  and  be  in  foree  for  the  term  of  seven  years, 
and  from  UieQoe  to  Uie  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 

The  bill  establisbing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the 
coioB  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up,  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  oonsideration  thereof 
be  postponed  ontil  to-morroir. 


TmiBaDAT,  January  12. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  "  the 
bill  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States  ;**  and,  after  agreeing  further 
to  amend  the  same, 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  the  title  there- 
of be  '*  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating 
the  coins  of  the  United  States;'*  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  therein. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

An  Act  estoblishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 

the  United  SUtes. 

Be  it  enmeUd  hjf  the  SemaU  and  Hwm  of  Hepreeent- 
aiivee  cf  the  Umied  Staiet  <^  Ameriea  in  Oongreu 
MMeem^Ued,  and  it  ie  hereby  enacted  and  deeUtred,  That 
a  mint  for  the  purpose  of  a  national  coinage,  be,  and 
the  same  Im,  established,  to  be  situate  and  carried  on  at 
the  seat  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being;  and  that,  for  the  well-conduetiogof  the 
bo^ineso  of  the  said  Mint,  there  shall  be  the  foUowiog 
officers  and  persons,  namely : 

A  director,  an  assayer,  a  chief  coiner,  an  engraver,  a 


8b&  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  director 
of  the  mint  shall  employ  as  many  clerks,  workmen,  and 
servants,  as  be  shall,  from  time  to  time,  find  neoessary, 
sabject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea. 

Sbc  S.  And  be  itfitrtherenaeted,  That  the  respective 
foBCtioos  and  duties  of  the  offioers  above  mentioned 
shall  be  as  follow :  The  director  of  the  mint  shall  have 
the  chief  management  of  the  business  thereof,  and  shall 
superintend  aU  ether  offioers  and  persons  who  shall  be 
employed  therein.  The  assayer  snail  receive  and  give 
reeeipta  for  all  metals  which  may  lawfully  be  brought 
to  the  mint  to  be  coined:  shall  assay  all  such  of  them 
as  may  require  it ;  and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  chief 
eoiner,  to  be  coined.  The  chief  coiner  shall  cause  to  be 
coined  aU  metals  which  diall  be  received  by  him  for 
that  purpose^  according  to  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  thie  or  any  future  law.  The  engraver  shall 
sink  and  prepare  the  necesnry^  dies  for  such  ooinaffe, 
with  tbe  ix'oper  devices  and  insoiptions ;  but  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  functions  and  duties  of  chief  coiner  and 
engraver  to  be  performed  by  one  person.  The  treasurer 
■hall  receive  from  the  chief  coiner  all  the  coins  which 
shall  have  been  stnidc,  and  shall  pay  or  deliver  them  to 
the  pereoni  respectively  to  whom  toe  same  ought  to  be 


Eaid  or  delivered:  he  shall,  moreover,  receive  and  safolj 
eep,  all  moneys  which  shall  be  for  tlie  use, maintenance, 
and  support  of  the  mint,  and  shall  disburse  the  same 
upon  warrants  Mgned  by  the  director. 

Saoi  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  offioer 
and  clerk  of  the  said  mint  shall,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmatioi^ 
before  some  Ju^ge  of  the  United  States,  fiuthfuUy  and 
diligently  to  perform  the  duties  thereof 

Su.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  aa^ 
sayer,  chief  coiner,  and  treasurer,  previously  to  entenag 
upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  eaS 
become  bound  to  the  United  States  of  America,  with 
one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfoctioo  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasurv,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  d(^lai% 
with  condition  for  the  faithful  and  dUigent  performanca 
of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sea  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  and  paid,  as  compensations  for  their  respeo- 
tive  services: 

To  the  said  director,  a  yearly  salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars; 

To  the  said  assayer,  a  yearly  salary  of  fifteen  hun> 
dred  dollars  | 

To  the  said  chief  coiner,  a  yearly  salary  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars ; 

To  the  said  engraver,  a  yearly  salary  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars; 

To  the  said  treasurer,  a  yearly  salary  of  twelve  hun- 
dred d<dlars ; 

To  each  derk,  who  may  be  employed,  a  yearly  salary 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars ;  and,  to  the  several 
subordinate  workmen  and  servants,  such  wages  and 
allowances  as  are  customary  and  reasonable,  aooordiiig 
totiieir  respective  stations  and  occupations. 

Sjeg.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  accounts 
of  the^  offioers  and  persons  employed  in  and  about  the 
said  mint,  and  for  services  performed  in  relation  thereto^ 
and  all  other  accounts  concerning  the  business  and  ad- 
ministration thereof,  shall  be  adjusted  and  settled  in  the 
Treasury  Department  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  a  quar- 
ter-yearly account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
the  said  mint  shall  be  rendered  at  the  said  Treasury  for 
settlement,  according  to  such  forms  and  regulations  as 
shall  have  been  prescribed  by  that  department ;  and 
that  once  in  each  year  a  report  of  the  transactions  of 
the  said  mint,  accompanied  by  an  abstract  of  the  settle- 
ments which  shaU  have  been  from  time  to  time  made^ 
dulv  certified  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  shall 
be  laid  before  Congress  for  their  information. 

SaOL  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addition 
to  the  authority  vested  in  Uie  President  of  the  United 
Stately  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session,  touching  the 
engaging  of  artists  and  the  procuring  of  apparatus  for 
the  said  mint,  the  President  be  authorised,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised,  to  cause  to  be  provided  and  pot  in 
proper  condition,  such  buildings,  and  in  such  mauner  aa 
shall  appear  to  him  requisite  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  the  said  mint ;  and  that  as  well 
the  expenses  which  shall  have  been  incurred  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution,  as  those  which  may  be  incurred  in 
providing  and  preparing  the  said  buildings,  and  all  other 
expenses  whicxi  may  hereafter  accrue  for  tbe  mainte- 
nance and  support  of  the  said  mint,  and  in  carryiuff  on 
the  business  thereof  over  and  above  the  sums  which 
may  be  received  by  reason  of  the  rate  per  centum  for 
coinage  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  defittyed  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  out  of  any  moneya 
which,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  therein,  not  oth^- 
wise  appropriated. 
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Swx  9.  And  he  U  frvtker  enacted,  That  tliere  sball 
be.  from  time  to  time,  stroek  and  coined  at  the  said 
mint,  ooim  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper,  of  the  following 
denominations,  values,  and  descriptions,  vii. : 

Eagles ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  ten  dollars  or  units, 
and  to  contain  ttro  hundred  and  forty-seven  grains  and 
four-eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two  himdred  and 
■evcntv  grains  of  sUndard,  gold. 

Half -eagles ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  five  dollars, 
and  to'  contain  one  hundred  and  twenty -three  grains 
and  siz-eigfatbs  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  grains  bf  standard,  gold. 

Quarter-eagles ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  two  dol- 
lars and  a  half  dollar,  and  to  contain  sixty -one  grains 
aad  seven-eig^hths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  sizty-seveo 
grains  and  fuureighths  of  a  grain  of  standard,  gold. 

Dollars  or  units ;  esch  to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Span- 
ish milled  dollar  as  the  same  is  now  current,  and  to 
contain  three  hundred  and  seventy -one  grains  and  four- 
sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  four  hundred  and 
sixteen  srains  of  standard,  silver. 

Half  dollars ;  each  to  be  <if  half  the  value  of  the  dol- 
lar or  unit,  and  to  contain  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
grains  and  ten-sixtet*nth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two 
oondred  and  eight  grains  of  standard,  silver. 

Quarter-dollars;  each  to  be  of  one- fourth  the  value 
of  the  dollar  or  unit,  and  to  contain  nhaety-two  grains 
and  thirteen-sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  uf  pure,  or  oAe 
hundred  and  four  grains  of  standard,  silver. 

Dimes ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one-tenth  of  a  dol- 
lar or  unit,  and  to  contain  thirty-seven  grains  and  two- 
sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  forty-one  grains 
ODd  three-fiAh  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard,  silver. 

Half-dimes ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one-twentieth 
of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eighteen  grains  and  nine- 
sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  twenty  grains  and 
four -fifth  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard,  silver. 

Cents ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  the  one-hundredth 
psrt  of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eleven  pennyweights  of 
copper. 

Half-cents ;  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  half  a  cent, 
and  to  contain  five  pennyweights  and  one-half  penny- 
weight of  cupper. 

^8bo.  10.  And  he  it  further  enaeted.  That  upon  the 
said  coins,  rfiipectively,  there  shall  be  the  following  de- 
vices and  legends,  namely :  Upon  one  side  of  each  of 
the  said  coins  there  shall  be  an  impression  or  represen- 
tation of  the  head  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  the  lime  being,  with  an  inscription  which  shall  ex- 
press the  initial  or  first  letter  of  his  Christian  or  first 
name,  and  his  surname  at  length,  the  succession  of  the 
Presidency  numerically,  and  the  year  of  the  coinage ; 
and  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  tlie  gold  and  silver  coins 
there  shall  be  the  figure  or  representation  of  an  eagle, 
with  this  inscription — ''United  Statee  o/AtnerieeC  and 
upon  the  reverse  of  each  (»f  the  copper  coins,  there  shall 
be  an  inscription  which  shall  express  the  denomination 
of  the  piece,  namely,  cent,  or  half  cent,  as  the  case  may 
require. 

8m  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  the  propor- 
tional value  of  gold  to  silver,  in  all  ctuns  which  sliall 
by  law  be  current  as  money  witliin  the  United  States, 
shall  be  as  fifteen  to  one.  according  to  quantity  in 
weight,  of  pure  gi»ld.  or  pure  silver ;  that  is  to  say, 
every  fifteen  poumls  weight  of  pure  silver  shall  be  of 
equal  value  in  all  payments,  wiih  one  pound  weight  of 
pure  gold,  and  so  in  proporti<in  as  to  any  greater  or 
less  quantities  of  the  respective  metals. 

Sia  12.  And  he  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  stand- 
ard for  all  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  eball  be  eleven 


parts  fine  to  one  part  alloy ;  and  aooordingly,  that  elevea 
parts  in  twelve  of  the  entire  weight  of  each  of  the  said 
coins  shall  consist  of  pure  gold,  and  the  remaining  out- 
twelfth  part  of  alloy ;  and  the  said  alloy  shall  be  cob- 
posed  of  silver  and  copper,  in  such  proportiona  not  ex- 
ceeding one-half  silver,  as  shall  be  fuand  eonvcnient ;  to 
be  regulated  by  the  director  ^  the  mint  for  the  tiDi 
being,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States,  until  further  provision  shall  be  made  bf 
law.  And  to  the  end  that  the  necessarv  infonnatios 
mav  be  had  in  order  to  the  making  of  sueh  further  pro- 
vision, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  director  of  the  mint, 
at  the  expiration  of  a  jfear  after  commencing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  said  mint,  to  report  to  Congress  the  practice 
thereof  during  the  said  year,  touching  the  oompositioo 
of  the  alloy  of  the  said  gold  coins,  the  reasons  for  suck 
practice,  and  the  experiments  and  observations  whick 
shall  have  been  made  concerning  the  effects  of  different 
proportions  of  silver  and  copper  in  the  said  alloy. 

Saa  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  standsH 
for  all  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  fosr- 
teen  hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  fine  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  parts  alloy  ;  and  aooordingly,  that 
fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  in  sixteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  parts  of  the  entire  weight  of  eadi  of 
the  said  coins  shall  consist  of  pure  silver,  and  the  re- 
maining one  hundred  and  seventy -nine  parts  of  alloj ; 
which  alloy  shall  be  wholly  of  copper. 

Saa  14.  And  he  it  further  enaded,  That  it  ahall  be 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  bring  to  the  raid 
mint  gold  and  silver  bullion,  in  order  to  their  btiflg 
coined  i  and  that  the  bullion  so  brodght  sliall  be  there 
assayed  and  coined  as  speedily  as  may  be  after  the 
receipt  thereof,  and  that  free  of  expense  to  the  perma 
or  p«rrsons  by  whom  the  same  shall  nave  been  brouglit: 
And  as  soon  as  the  said  bullion  shall  have  been  coined, 
the  perMm  or  persons  by  whom  the  same  shall  hsrc 
been  delivered,  ahall,  upon  demand,  receive  in  lieu  thei«- 
of  coins  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  which  shall  hsfe 
been  so  delivered,  weight  for  weight,  of  the  pure  gold 
or  puce  silver  therein  contained :  Promded,  neeertheUn, 
that  it  shall  be  at  the  mutual  option  of  the  party  or 
parties  bringing  such  bullion,  and  of  Uie  director  of  tbs 
said  mint,  to  make  an  immediate  exdiaoge  of  coins  for 
standard  bullion,  with  a  deduction  of  one-half  per  eeot. 
from  the  weight  of  the  pure  gold,  or  pure  silver,  con- 
tained in  the  said  bullion,  as  an  indemaification  to  the 
mint  for  the  time  which  will  necessarily  be  required  for 
coining  the  said  buUioQ,  and  for.  the  advance  wliich  shall 
have  been  so  made  in  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  fomish  the  said  mint, 
from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
will  admit  thereof,  with  such  sums  as  may  benecessait 
for  effecting  the  said  exchanges,  to  be  replaced  as  apced- 
ily  as  may  be,  out  of  the  coins  which  shall  have  bees 
made  of  the  bullion,  for  whioh  the  money  so  furnished 
shall  have  been  exchanged ;  and  the  said  deduction  of 
one-half  per  cent  shall  constitute  a  fund  towards  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  said  mint. 

SacL  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bnlKoa 
wbieh  shall  be  brought  as  aforesaid  to  the  mint  to  be 
coined,  shall  be  coined  and  the  equivalent  thereof  ia 
coins  rendered,  if  demanded,  in  the  order  in  which  the 
said  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  or  delivered,  giving 
priority  according  to  priority  of  delivery  only,  and  with- 
out  pivference  to  any  person  or  persons ;  and  if  any 
preference  shall  be  given  contrary  to  the  direction  afore- 
said, the  officer  by  whom  sudi  undue  preference  shall 
be  ffiven,  shall,  in  each  ease,  forfeit  and  pay  one  thou- 
sand doUara  to  be  leoovered  with  eoaU  of  atut   AaKito 
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tlie  end  that  it  may  be  known  if  sneli  prefereiiee  ihaU 
tt  an?  time  benTeo,  Uie  afliayer  or  officer  to  whom  the 
Mul  bulUoo  shall  be  deliTered  to  be  coined,  sliall  give  to 
the  peraoD  or  peraons  briogine  the  aame  a  memonuiduni 
io  writing  under  hia  hand,  denoting  the  weight,  fine- 
De«,and  valoe  thereof;  together  with  the  day  and  order 
of  it«  delivery  into  tlie  mint 

Sm  16.  And  be  U  further  enaaUd,  That  all  the  gold 
and  silver  eoina  which  ahall  have  been  atruck  at,  and 
iisaed  from,  the  aatd  mint,  shall  be  a  lawful  tender  in 
all  paymenta  whataoever :  thoae  of  full  weight  aooolrd- 
ing  to  the  reapeetive  valoes  hereinbefore  declared,  and 
those  of  leaa  than  full  weight  at  valuea  proportional  to 
tbdr  respcetife  weighta. 

Saa  17.  And  he  U  Juriker  enaeied,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  respective  officers  of  the  aaid  mint,  care- 
folly  and  (aithfi^y  to  use  their  best  endeavon  that  all 
the  gold  and  silver  ooioa  which  shall  be  struck  at  the 
said  mint  shall  be,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  conformable  to 
the  several  atandarda  and  weights  aforesaid,  and  that 
the  eopper,  whereof  the  cenU  and  half  cents  aforesaid 
may  be  composed,  shall  be  of  good  Quality. 

And  the  better  to  secure  a  due  cooformity  of  the  said 
gold  and  silver  coins  to  their  respective  standards, 

SacL  18.  ifet«/iift*«r«Mirt«4  That,  from  every  sepa- 
rate mass  of  standard  gold  or  ailver,  which  shall  be  made 
into  coins  at  the  said  mint,  there  shall  be  taken,  set  apart 
by  the  treasurer,  and  reserved  in  hb  custody^  a  certain 
number  of  pieces,  not  less  than  three ;  and  that  once  in 
every  year  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  reserved  shall  be 
assayed  noder  the  inspection  of  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States,  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasory,  the  Secretary  fur  the  Department  of  Stole, 
aod  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  (who 
are  hereby  Konired  to  attend,  lor  that  purpose,  at  the 
Mid  mint,  on  ttie  last  Monday  in  July  in  each  year,)  or 
uder  the  inspeetion  of  any  three  of  them,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  direct,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  director,  assayer,  and  chief  coiner, 
of  the  ssid  mint;  and  if.it  shall  be  found  that  the  gold 
•nd  silver  so  assayed  shall  not  be  inferior  to  their  re- 
spective standards  hereinbefore  declared,  more  than  one 
pert  in  one  hundred  and  fofty^four  parts,  the  officer  or 
officers  of  the  said  mint,  whom  it  may  concern,  shall  be 
held  ezcnsable ;  but  if  any  greater  inferiority  shall  ap- 
pear, it  shall  be  certified  to  the  President  of  the  United 
states,  and  the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  be  deemed 
disqualified  to  hold  their  respective  offices. 

Sto.  19.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of 
the  gold  or  filTer  coins,  which  shall  be  struck  or  coined 
■^  the  said  mint,  ahall  be  debased  or  made  worse,  as  to 
the  proportion  of  fine  gold  or  fine  silver  therein  oon- 
t^ioed,  or  shall  be  of  less  weight  or  value  than  the  same 
•ugbt  to  be,  purenant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  through 
the  default  or  with  the  connivance  of  any  of  the  officers 
^  persons  who  staiU  be  employed  at  the  said  mint,  for 
the  purpose  of  profit  or  gain,  or  otherwise  with  a  fraud- 
elent  intent,  and  if  any  of  the  said  officers  or  persons 
•hall  embeszle  any  of  the  metols  which  shall,  at  any 
time,  be  oomroitted  to  their  charge,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  coined,  or  any  of  the  coins  which  shall  be  struck 
ov  coined  at  the  said  mint,  every  such  officer  or  person, 
who  shall  commit  any  or  either  of  the  said  offences,  ahall 
be  deemed  goilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death. 

Saa  to.  And  be  U  fiirtker  emaeted,  That  the  money 
of  acooont  of  the  United  States  shall  be  expressed  in 
^lars  or  units,  dimes  or  tenths,  cents  or  hundredths, 
>nd  mills  or  tbooaandtha;  a  dime  being  the  tenth  part 
of  a  dollar,  a  cent  the  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  a  mill 
the  thousandth  part  of  a  dollar ;  and  that  all  aooounta 


in  the  public  offices,  and  all  proeeedinga  in  the  courta 
of  the  United  8totea,  ahall  be  kept  and  had  in  eonform- 
ity  to  this  regulation. 

Friday,  Jannary  13. 
The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea,  of  the  I  Kn 
of  January ;  and,  after  progress,  the   tunlicr  con* 
aideration  thereof  was  poatponed. 


MoMDAT,  Janaary  16. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  Bent  from  the  Houae  of  RepreseBt- 
ativea  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  ^eatob- 
lish  the  Poet  Office  and  Poat  Roada  within  the 
United  Stotea.'' 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  committed  to  Meaam. 
Babsbtt,  Bradley,  Burr,  ELLawoRiu,  Frw» 
FosTBR,  Henry,  Johnston,  Ibabo,  Lancnmn, 
Lee,  Morris,  Rutherpurd,  and  Strong,  to  report 
thereon. 


Tubsday,  January  17. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  settling  the  accoants  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States.'* 

Mr.  BoRR,  from  the  eommittee  appointed  on 
the  bill  sent  frem  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
for  eoneurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons,** reported  the  bill  amended;  and  the  report 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  that  the  bill  be  postponed,  it  passed 
in  the  negative ;  whereupon,  the  Senate  proceeded 
in  the  second  reading  of  the  bill ;  and,  after  pro- 
gress, Ordered,  that  the  farther  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 

The  petition  of  John  Harpnr  and  others,  for  the 
adjustment  of  an  unliquidated  claim,  on  account  of 
services  during  the  late  war,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  John  M'Vikar,  executor-  lof 
Archibald  M'Vikar,  for  a  Legislstive  act  to  enable 
the  Auditor  snd  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to 
liquidate  his  account  against  the  United  States, 
for  certain  supplies  during  the  late  war,  was  read ; 
and,  . 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Christopher  Marshall,  Jr.,  and 
Charles  Marshall,  was  read,  praying  for  enecmiage- 
ment  in  preparing  sal-Amrooniac,  Glauber's  strit, 
and  volatile  spirits,  having  erected  a  cheaieal 
laboratory  for  those  purposes,  near  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  Hannah  Stevens,  of  Concord, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  wife  of  Isaac  Ste- 
vens, mariner,  was    read,  praying   tliat  Govern- 
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nent  woald  interpose  in  the  liberation  of  the  said 
Knac  Stevens  fh)m  long  captivity  at  Algiers. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
eommittee  on  the  subject  of  the  American  prisoners 
at  Algiers. 


Wedne8dat»  Janaary  18. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Prseident  of  the 
United  States  was  received : 

OtntlMun  of  ih€  Senate,  and 

of  tie  Bbmee  of  RepretentoHvee : 

I  lay  before  ^ou  a  oopv  of  an  exemplified  copy  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  ratifying,  onbdialf 
of  that  State,  the  articles  of  amendment  proposed  by 
Oongress  to  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  accompanied  said 
imtification. 

a  WASHINGTON. 
Umitsd  Statm,  January  18, 179S. 

Hie  act  of  ratification  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
Message  is  as  follows : 

An  act  latifving  certain  articles  proposed  by  Congress 
as  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  begun 
fad  held  at  the  city  of  New  York,  on  Wednesday  the 
4th  of  March,  1789,  resolved,  that  certain  articles,  to 
the  number  of  twelve,  be  proposed  to  tiie  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  as  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  articles^  when  ratified 
by  three-fi>urths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  should  be 
valid;  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  oi  the  said 
Constitution:  therefore, 

It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  that  all  and  every  of  said  articles,  so 
proposed  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  of  tliis  State. 

Statb  or  VBaMOMT, 
Secretary  of  StaU^e  0/he, 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of  an 
Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  the  8d  day 
of  November,  1791,  and  deposited  in  this  office  accord- 
li^  to  law. 

Attest,  ROS.  HOPKINS,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message,  and  papers  referred 
to  therein,  lie  for  consideration. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
led **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  or- 
phans, invalids,  and  other  persons,**  was  fUrther 
postponed. 


t 


Tbubsdat,  Janaary  19. 

Several  eommittees  being  in  session,  and  want- 
ing time  to  perfect  their  reports,  the  Senate  ad- 
Jonmed  without  doing  any  business. 


FuDAT,  Janaary  80. 

The  Senate  assembled;  and  immediately  pro- 
oeeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 


MoRDAT,  January  98. 

The  committees  not  having  perfected  their  re- 
ports, the  Senate  adjourned  without  doing  isj 
Dusinesa. 


TmcsDAT,  Janaary  S4. 

The  following  Messsjgfe  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  waa  received  : 

GentUmen  of  ike  Senate,  and 

of  ike  Home  of  Rtpreeentatieee  : 

Having  received  from  the  G6vemor  of  Vngiaia  a  Let- 
ter, enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  General  AswrnUy  of 
that  State,  and  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  respecting  certain  lands  located  by  the  off- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  under  the  laws  of 
that  State,  and  since  ceded  to  the  Chicfcasaw  ladiasa^ 
I  lay  copies  of  the  same  before  you,  together  with  a  Re« 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  this  subject. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Umrsd  STAns,  January  S8, 1798. 

The  Message,  and  papers  therein  referred  to, 
were  read,  ana  ordered  to  lie  for  consideratioa 


Wbdhbsdat,  Janaary  95. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  fVom  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per 
sons;"  and,  after  progress,  the  farther  considen- 
tton  thereof  M'as  postponed. 

Mr.  Basbbtt,  from  the  eommittee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  firom  the  Hooie 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  '*■  An 
act  to  esUblish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  with- 
in the  United  States,**  reported  amendments,  whiek 
were  read;  and,  Orders,  That  the  amendmeDU 
reported  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Trvssdat,  Janaary  86. 

Mr.  HuTRT,  from  the  committee  appointed  No- 
vember U  1791,  for  the  purpose,  reported  ^  A  Inil 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the  officers 
of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses;" 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  pasm?d  to  i 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readingr  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  (tit 
concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  oi 
certain  widows,  orphans)  invalids,  and  other  pe^ 
sons.** 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  oJ 
Isaac  Ledyard  was  read ;  and,  on  motion  to  ameod 
the  report,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oraered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representati^iefl 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represent' 
stives  have  poased  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  as- 
certain and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay,  and  to 
invalid  pensions  ;**  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  cod< 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

The  ImU  sent  from  the  House  of  Representative! 
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for  eoneumnce,  entitled  <«  An  eet  to  aecertiiin  and 
feguimte  the  <sbuiD«  to  bnJf  pay,  and  to  invmlid  pen- 
fiiooe,''  was  read  the  fint  time,  as  follows : 

An  Act  to  a«ertam  and  reg^nlate  the  chunu  to  half  pay, 
and  to  uiTalid  peniiona. 

Be  ii  emaeUd  hf  tk$  Senate  and  Honae  of  JUpreeent 


which  phyaician  ihall  act  on  oath,  and  reoeWe  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  tat  each  examination. 

Secondly,  'Ewery  applicant  shall  produce  to  the  phy- 
sician of  the  di?i«ion  the  following  proofs,  to  wit: 

A  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  ship, 
regiment,  corps,  or  company,  in  which  he  serred,  settiiy 
forth  his  disability,  and  that  he  was  thus  disabled  while 
in  the  serriee  of  the  United  States ;  or  the  affidavits  of 


ettembied^  That  so  much  of  the  resolation  of  Congress    ^^o  credible  witnesses,  to  the  same  effect ; 


of  the  24th  of  August,  1180,  as  deelares  **  that  the  reso- 
lotioD  of  the  16th  of  May,  1778,  graptiiv  half  pay  for 
isren  years  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  diouid  coo- 
tmae  in  serrice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to 
the  widows  of  those  officers  who  hare  died,  or  shall 
hereafter  die,  in  the  service,''  shall  be  deemed  and  oon- 
fldered  lo  ezteod  to  the  eases  of  the  widows  aod  or- 
phans of  all  officers  who  died  or  were  slain  in  the  said 
serTiee,  at  any  time  between  the  ooeunencement  of  hos- 
tilitica  in  the  hue  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  afore- 
said 15th  day  of  May,  1778.  And  the  officers  of  the 
Treaeary  are  hereby  autboriaed  to  settle  the  claims  of 
th«  widows  or  orpuuis  of  such  officers,  as  the  case  may 
be,  aod  to  issue  certificates  for  the  same  in  the  usual 


2.  And  be  U  further  enaeted.  That  such  officers 
as  hnTo  been  disabled  in  the  tenrice  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  allow- 
ance have  been  ascertained  pursuant  to  the  acts  or  regu- 
lations of  Coogrese,  and  who.  from  an  inability  to  return 
their  whole  commutation,  as  required  by  the  act  of  the 
tSd  day  of  March,  1788,  have  not  received  the  said  al- 
lowance, shall  now  he  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 
the  same,  retuminr  only  sneh  part  of  the  said  commu- 
tatioo  as  wiU  be  m  due  proportion  to  the  said  rate  of 
allowance,  ealmlating  interest  at  six  per  cent,  on  the 
allowanee  and  proportion  of  tlM  oommotation  aforesaid, 
from  the  times  they  respectively  beoune  dne,  or  were 
paid ;  aod  that  thehr  respective  accounts  be  settled  and 
adjusted  aoeordingly. 

Skx  8.  And  be  itjktrtker  enacted,  That  all  officers  who 
have  been  disabled  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States^  and  whose  degree  of  disability,  to  be  ascertained 
ia  the  manner  hereafter  prescribed,  may  entitle  them  to 
be  pbeed  on  the  pensioo  list,  at  the  rate  of  allowance 
equal  to  one- third  or  more  of  their  monthly  pay,  shall 
be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  such  aUowaoee  dur- 
ing life :  Preetdbd;  Thai  the  eommutation  received  by 
any  such  officer  shall  be  settl^  in  the  manner,  and  on 
tiie  principles,  prescribed  in  the  last  preceding  section. 

Saa  A.  And  be  4t  fmiker  enacted,  That  any  noo- 
cntnmissioned  officer,  soMier,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
bj  woonds^  or  other  known  cause,  who  did  not  desert 
from  the  said  service,  and  whose  name  is  not  already 
cm  the  pension  list,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  plaoed  on  the 
fmnoD  list  of  tlie  United  States,  during  life,  or  the  con- 
tisnaaee  of  su6h  disability,  aod  shall  also  be  allowed 
auch  Ihrther  sum  for  the  arrears  of  pension,  from  the 
time  of  eoch  disability,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  the 
aonaal  allowanee  in  consequence  of  his  disability,  as 
the  judge  of  the  district  in  which  they  respectively  re- 
•i<ie  may  thnllf  Just:  Prev<d«i  That  in  every  sudi  case, 
tise  rules  and  regnhitioM  following  shall  be  oooipUed 
with,  thai  is  to  say: 

Firtl.  That  the  judse  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  Steles,  in  each  district,  shall  allot  the  same  into 
coovmient  divisions,  and  appoint  in  each  division  a 
MpoUble  physidan  residing  therein,  for  the  esamina- 
tico  of  invalids;  caosing  doe  publication  thereof  to  be 
in  ens  or  more  of  the  gacettes  of  the  district ; 


The  affidavits  of  three  reputoble  freeholders  of  the 
city,  town,  or  county,  in  which  he  resides,  ascertaining, 
of  their  own  knowledge,  the  mode  of  life,  emplovmeot, 
labor,  or  means  of  support,  of  such  applicant,  for  the 
last  twelve  months^ 

7%ir€Uff.  The  physician  of  the  division,  upon  receipt 
of  the  proofs  aforesaid,  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  nature  of  the  wound,  or  other  cause  of 
disability  of  such  applicant,  and  having  ascertained  the 
decree  thereof,  shall  certifjr  the  ssme  under  hand  and 
seal,  together  with  his  opinion,  whether  or  not  the  said 
disabflity  is  the  effect  of  the  wound,  or  injury,  sustained 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States :  which  prooft 
and  certificate  the  said  physician  shall  transmit  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  United  States,  within  the  said  die- 
trict,  who  shall  retain  a  duplicate  tfaeret>f.  and  transmit 
the  originals  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  "^^ 


opinion,  in  writing,  what  proportion  uf  the  monthly  pay 
>f  such  applicant  will  be  equivalent  to  the  degree  of 
disability  ascertained  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Saa  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary 
of  War,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  proofs,  certificate,  and 
opinion,  aforesaid,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  duly  filed 
in  his  office,  and  place  tlie  name  of  such  applicant  on 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity 
thereto :  Provided  alwayt.  That,  in  any  case  where  tlie 
said  Secretary  shall  have  cause  to  suspect  imposition,  he 
shall  have  power  to  withhold  the  name  of  such  appli- 
cant from  tne  pension  list,  and  make  report  of  the  same 
to  Congress  at  their  next  session. 

8x0.  0,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  non- 
commissioned officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  disabled  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  allowance  have  been 
ascertained  pursuant  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  late  Congress,  and  have  not  applied  to  be  plaoed  on 
the  pension  list  until  after  the  time  limited  bv  the  act 
of  Congress  for  that  purpose,  was  expired,  shall  now  be 
placed  on  the  pension  list,  and  be  entitled  to  deauud 
and  receive  their  respective  pensions,  aooording  to  the 
allowances  ascertained  as  aforesaid;  anything  in  this 
act,  or  any  act  of  the  late  Congress,  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Sxo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  no  sale,  transfer,  or 
mortgage,  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  ptMision,  or 
arrearages  of  pension,  payable  to  any  non-corointssioned 
officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  before  the  same  shall  become 
due,  shall  be  valid.  And  every  person  claiming  sneh 
pension,  or  arrears  of  pension,  or  any  part  thereof,  un- 
der power  of  attorney  or  substitution,  shall,  before  the 
same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  jue* 
tice  of  the  peace,  of  the  place  where  the  same  is  pay- 
able, that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  given  by 
reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  pension,  or  arrears  of 
pension ;  and  any '  person,  who  shall  swear  or  affirm 
falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall 
suflbr  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  psss  to  a  second  rending. 
A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
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enclobing  his  indent  account  from  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember to  the  3Ut  of  December,  1791,  was  read; 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Friday,  January  27.    . 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  fhom  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  tlie  United  SUtes,"" 
and  the  amendments  reported  thereon  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  to  insert  the  following : 

''That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  his  deputies,  to  receive  dooations  from  any  person 
or  persons  in  aid  of  the  re\'euue  arising  from  any  post 
roM,  and  if  it  shall  appear,  at  the  expiration  of  one 
year  from  the  establishing  of  any  post  road,  except  the 
main  ruad  from  Wiscasset  to  Savannah,  that  the  rev- 
enue, arising  from  such  post  road,  iucludinff  donations, 
after  deducting  the  compensations  of  the  £puty  post- 
masters, and  the  incidental  charges  of  the  post  offices, 
•hall  not  amount  to  two-thirds  of  the  expense  of  car- 
rying the  mail  on  the  same,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful 
lur  the  Postmaster  General  to  desist  from  sending  a 
mail  OB  such  road."       / 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Orderedy  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

MoHDAT,  January  30. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives  for  con- 
cnrrence,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States ;" 
and,^  flfter  making  many  amendments  concerning 
particular  roads. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

Orderedy  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  bill,  as 
•mended. 

The  Senate  took  up  **  the  bill  regulating  processes 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts, 
and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  and  agreed  that  the 
eonsidenition  thereof  be  further  postponed. 

Orderedy  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act 
to  nscertnin  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay,  and 
to  inviJld  pensions,^  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ha^vkins, 
Strong,  Ellsworth,  Lee,  and  Izard,  to  consider 
and  report  generally  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons,** and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed. 

Tuesday,  January  31. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
••the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courte  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations  for 
the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and 
witnesses;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


Wbdhesdat,  Febraary  1. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  seeond  reading  of 
••  the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations  for 
the  officers  of  the  said  eourta,  and  for  jurors  and 
witnesses ;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed. 


Thursday,  Febraary  9. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
••  the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations  for 
the  officers  of  the  saia  courta,  and  rbr  jurors  and 
witnesses ;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  eonsid- 
oration  thereof  was  postponed. 

A  message  from  tlie  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ••An act  nkakii^ 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protee- 
tion  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,*  in  whicfa 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


FRroAY,  Febraary  3. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  •*  An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  fW>ntiers  of  the  United  Sutes/*  was 
taken  up,  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass 
to  the  second  reading,  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy  for  the 
present 

The  bill,  aa  it  came  from  the  Honse  of  Repie- 
sentatives,  is  aa  follows : 

An  Act  making  further  and  more  effectual  provisiou  lor 

the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

B€  U  enaeUd  bjf  the  Senate  emd  Houie  of  HeoreBMi- 
aihu  of  the  Umted  3UUe$  of  Amtriea  in  Comarm 
ateenUded,  That  the  battalion  of  artillery  and  tiro  Kgi- 
menta  of  infantry  now  in  service,  be  completed  in  their 
numbers^  aeoorJiDg  to  the  establishment. 

Sxa  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  raised,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  three 
additional  regiments  of  infiuitry,  each  of  which,  exdo- 
siveW  of  the  commissioned  officerv,  shall  consist  of  nine 
hundred  and  twelve  noQ-commiasipned  officers,  privates, 
and  musidaus.  And  the  President  may  employ  as 
many  of  the  said  troops  aa  riflemen  as  he  shall  think 
proper :  Provided,  That  the  said  three  regiments  shaU 
be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  United  States  shall  be  at 
peace  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

Sia  8.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  said  ad- 
ditional regiments  shall  be  oiganised  in  the  same  mso- 
ner  as  the  regiment  of  iniiuitry  described  in  the  act, 
passed  duru^  the  second  session  of  the  first  Oongrett, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  the  militarr  estijjish- 
ment  of  the  United  States." 

Sbo.  4w  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
bs  raised  a  squadron  of  light  dragoons,  which,  exda- 
sively  of  the  commissioned  officers,  ^I  consist  of  three 
hundred  and  four  non-commissioned  officers,  privates, 
and  musicians,  and  that  it  shall  be  a  condition  m  their 
enlistments  to  serve  as  infantry  whenever  they  shall  he 
ordered  thereto.  That  the  oigauiaation  of  the  said 
squadron  of  light  dragoons  shall  be  as  follows,  via. :  one 
major  commandant^  one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster 
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oae  pajmatter,  one  aurgtoo't  maU,  and  four  troopa ; 
each  of  vhidi  thall  conaUt  of  one  captaiu,  one  lieuten- 
utt  one  cornet*  four  sargeaoU,  foar  eorporaU,  one  far- 
rier, one  aaddler,  one  trumpeter,  and  uzty-five  dra- 
gooot ;  and  the  eaid  aqoadron  ahall  be  raised  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  three  years. 

SiCL  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  non- 
ooromittioned  offioers,  prirates,  and  musicians,  of  the 
taid  three  regiments  of  infantnr,  and  the  squadron  of 
light  dragoons,  shall  be  eolistea  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  uiuesa  preYiooslT  dischai^ged. 

Sic  6.  And  be  itfitrther  enaded.  That  every  re- 
cruit, who  diall  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
receive  eix  dollars  bounty,  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
made  up  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  and 
nasidans,  now  in  service,  who  have  enlisted  fof  three 
years  since  the  passing  of  the  aforesaid  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  regulating  Uie  military  establishment  uf  the 
United  StateaT 

Saa  7.  And  be  Uhtriher  enacted.  That  the  commis- 
sioned officers,  who  shall  be  employed  to  recruit  for  the 
establabmeot,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  every  re- 
cruit duly  enlisted  and  mustered,  two  doUara 

Sac  8.  And  be  it  further  enadcd,  That  the  montl^ 
pay  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, privates,  and  musicians,  on  the  military  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  three  regiments 
and  squadron  of  light  dragoons,  authorized  by  this  act, 
shall  be  in  future  as  follows,  free  of  all  deductions,  to  wit : 

Gekkkal  BtAwr, — A  major  general,  one  hundred 
and  sizty-siz  dollars ;  a  brigadier  general,  one  hundred 
and  four  dollars ;  quartermaster,  one  hundred  dollars ; 
adjutant,  siztv  dollars ;  inspector,  fifty  dollars ;  chap- 
lain, fifty  dollars;  surgeon,  seventy  dollars;  deputy 
quartermaster,  fifty  dolbrs ;  aid-de<amp,  in  addition  to 
his  pa^  in  the  line,  twentv-four  dollars ;  brigade  major, 
in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line,  twenty-four  dollars. 

Rboim sirrAL. — Lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  six- 
ty dollars ;  majors  commandant  of  dragoons  and  artil- 
lery, fift^-five  dollars ;  paymaster,  in  addition  to  hb  pay 
in  'the  line,  ten  dollars ;  quartermaster,  in  addition  to 
his  pay  in  the  line,  eight  ooilars ;  adjutant,  io  addition 
to  hia  pay  in  the  line,  ten  dollars ;  majors  of  tnfiuitry, 
fifty  dollars;  captains,  forty  dollars;  Ueutenant^ twen- 
ty-six dollars ;  ensigns  and  cornet^  twentv  doUara ;  sur- 
geons, Ibrty-five  dolUrs ;  mates,  thirty  dollars ;  sergeant 
majors  and  quartermaster  sergeants,  eight  dollars ;  se- 
nior musicians,  seven  dollars;  seT]geai)ts,  seven  dollars ; 
corporals,  six  dollars ;  privates,  four  dollars ;  musicians, 
four  dollars ;  artificers  allowed  to  the  light  dragoons  and 
artillery,  and  included  as  privates,  eight  dollars ;  ma- 
trons and  nurses  in  the  hospital,  eight  dollars. 

SauL  9.  And  be  it  fmiher  enacted,  That  the  rations, 
or  moQej  in  lieu  thereof  for  the  commissioned,  non- 
commisBioaed  officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  of  the 
additional  troops  herein  mention^l,  shall  be  the  same 
as  described  in  the  aforetaid  act,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
regulating  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
Soues,"  aiid  in  the  act  passed  in  the  third  session  of 
the  first  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act  for  raising  and  add- 
ing another  regiment  to  the  military  establishment  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  making  further  provision  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiera" 

Sm  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  forage 
io  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  additional  regiments 
aatlioriBed  by  thu  act,  be  the  same  as  described  by  the 
acta  before  mentioned. 

Ssa  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  allow- 
ance of  clothing  for  tne  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  three  regiments  and  squadron  aforesaitl, 


ahall  be  the  same  as  is  by  law  established.  That  suit- 
able dotbing  be  provided  for  the  cavalry,  and  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  confornied  as  near  aa 
may  be  to  the  value  of  the  clothing  allowed  the  infontrj 
and  artillery. 

Sxa  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  privatea, 
and  musicians,  of  the  three  regiments  and  squadron 
aforesaid,  shall  take  the  same  oaths,  shall  bo  governed 
by  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  and,  in  cases  of  dis- 
abilities, shall  receive  the  same  compensations,  as  are 
described  in  the  before-mentioned  act,  entitled  **  An  act 
for  regulating  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States.** 

Smx  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  Umted  Statea  to  forbear 
to  raise,  or  to  discharge  after  they  shall  be  raised,  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  three  additional  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  or  the  squadron  of  light  dragoons, 
in  case  events  shall,  in  his  judgment,  render  his  so 
doing  consistent  with  the  public  safety. 

Saa  14.*  And  vhcreae.  In  case  the  forbearing  to  raise 
the  whole  or  some  part  of  the  said  three  additional  resi- 
ments  should  be  deemed  not  consistent  with  the  public 
safety,  it  will  still  be  desirable  that  all  unnecessary  ex- 
pense should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  avoided ;  and  to  that 
end,  that  the  officers  for  the  same  should  only  be  ap- 

Sointed  firom  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require : 
e  it  enacted.  That  the  President  alone  be  authoriaed 
to  make  all  such  appointments  as  may  not  be  required 
previous  to  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  may  become  necessary  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

Saa  16.  And  be  it  fiirtlter  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ised to  engage,  in  lieu  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
three  regiments  authoriaed  by  this  act,  or  m  addition  to 
the  same,  such  number  of  inikntry  or  cavalry  as  in  hia 
judgment  the  public  service  may  require ;  provided,  that 
the  entire  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, including  such  part  of  the  said  regiments  as  may 
be  raised  and  not  discharged,  shall  not  exceed  six  thou- 
sand ;  and  provided,  that  the  in&ntry  and  cavalry  shall 
not  be  ensaged  for  a  longer  term  than  nine  months, 
nor  be  alhiwed,  the  infantry,  more  than  twenty-five 
cents  per  day,  nor  the  cavalry,  each  person  engaged 
finding  his  own  horsey  arms,  and  acoutrementa,  ana  at 
his  own  risk,  aeventy-five  cents  per  day,  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  rations  and  forage ;  provided  he 
furnish  himself  therewith.  And  the  aflowance  to  non- 
commissioned officers,  whether  in  the  infliuitry  or  cavalry, 
shall  not  exceed  to  those  of  the  infantry  thirtv- three 
cents  and  one*third  of  a  cent  per  day,  and  to  those  of 
the  cavalry  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  centa  per  day. 

Sect.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preai- 
dent  alone  be,  and  his  hereby  is,  authoriaed  to  appoint^ 
for  the  infontry  and  cavalry  so  to  be  engaged,  the  proper 
commissioned  officers,  who  shall  not  exceed  in  number 
and  rank  the  proportions  assigned  to  the  said  three  regi- 
ments and  squadron,  respectively ;  and  whose  pay,  and 
other  allowances,  shall  not  exceed  those  of  officers  of 
corresponding  rank  in  the  said  regiments  and  squadron. 
Smx  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authoriaed,  in  case  he  shall 
deem  the  measure  expedient,  to  employ  a  number,  not 
exceeding  one  thousand,  of  Indians,  lielonging  to  the 
tribes  in  alliance  with  the  United  States,  to  act  against 
the  hostile  Indians ;  and  also  to  make  them  such  com- 
pensations as  he  shall  judse  right,  not  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  the  whole. 
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A  messftge  from  the  Hoqm  of  ReprenentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
■entatires  have  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed  to 
other,  amendments  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  esUblish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States.** 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
*'  the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses,**  and,  after  agreeing  to  sundry 
amendments, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,"  to  wit : 

JUioived,  That  the  House  of  Repretentatives  doth 
diaa^^ree  to  the  sixth  amendment  proposed  ky  the  Sen- 
ate, m  section  1st ;  and  doth  agree  to  all  otlier  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill,  with  amendments  to  the  15th 
amendment  in  the  said  1st  section. 

Whereupon, 

Ee$ohea^  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
aizth  amendment  on  the  aboTe«mentioned  bill,  and 
concur  with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  their 
amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 


MoNDAT,  February  6. 

Hie  third  reading  of  "  the  bill  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,**  was 
further  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  SUtes;**  and, 

On  motion,  the  consideration  thereof  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


TuasDAY,  February  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection 
of  the  ftt>ntier8  of  the  United  SUtes  ;*'  and,  after 
progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wbdubsdat,  Februaiy  8. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  received : 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Uouee  of  Hfpreeentattvee  : 

An  artade  of  expense  having  occurred  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Foreign  Affisirs,  for  which  no  provision  has  oeen 
made  by  law,  1  lay  before  you  a  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  explaining  the  same,  in  order  that  you 
may  do  thereon  what  you  shall  find  to  be  right. 

O.  WASHIJ?GTON. 

UxiTiD  Srins,  February  8, 179S. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  tomn 
read ;  and  ordered  to  lie  for  conmderation. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent&tiTcs 
for  concurrence,  enUtled  **  An  act  for  making  for* 
ther  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protectioii 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;  and,  ifter 
progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tbubsdat,  February  9. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  SUtes.** 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  second  reading,  k 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  second  section,  tb« 
yeas  ^and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifth  of  tlM 
Denators  present,  were  taken,  and  stood : 

TxAS. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Butler,  Few,  Foster,  Guflo, 
Hawkins,  Lee.  Monroe,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stsntoo, 
Strong,  ahd  Wingate.— 18. 

KAva — Messrs.  Bassett,  Cabot,  Carroll,  DicktmoD, 
Ellsworth,  Henry,  laard,  Johnston,  Langdon,  Morn, 
Read,  and  Rutherfurd. — 12. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  referred  to  Uemit 
Stbomo,  Gunn,  Monroe,  Braolbt,  and  Ellbwoke, 
to  consider  and  report  generally  thereon. 

A  Letter  fi*om  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, enclosing  the  memorial  of  D.  L 
Morel,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  enclosure  He  for 
consideration. 


1 


FaiDAT,  February  10. 

A  message  ftx>m  the  House  of  RepresentativtB 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repr^ 
sentatives  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod 
fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of 
the  fishermen  employed  therein,**  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Fkw  communicated  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Oeorgia,  to  empower  their.  Senators  in  Congress, 
or  one  Senator  and  two  of  their  Representatives  in 
Congress,  to  ^ecute  a  deed  of  the  light-house  on 
Tybee  Island  in  the  said  State.  The  act  was  read; 
and. 

Ordered,  To  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  translation  of  the  memorial  of 
D.  L.  Morel,  communicated  yesterday  by  the  Speak- 
er of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Vice 
President. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of, 
and  agreed  to,  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  sent  ftt>m  the  Senate 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  bank  and  other  ood  fisheries,  and 
for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fishermen 
employed  therein.*' 
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The  SeiMte  reraoied  the  aeooad  nadinff  of  the. 
bill,  wBt  fipom  the  Honae  of  KepretentatireB  for 
cooeaiTenoeb  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain widows,  orphans,  InTalidSy  and  other  persona  ;** 
and,  alter  debate^  adjourned. 


Monday,  Febmary  13. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
**  the  bill  for  regnlatinr  prooeaaes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  proTiding  compensations 
for  the  oficen  of  the  said  oonrta,  and  for  jurors 
and  witnesses.* 

On  motion  to  insert  these  words  at  the  end  of 
aection  2 : 

**  And  be  si  Uberty  to  pursue  the  same  until  a  tender 
of  the  debt  and  cost  in  gold  or  siWer  aliall  be  made ;" 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  one-fifth  of 
the  Senaton  present,  and  being  taken,  stood : 

TsAs.— Hessrsw  Baasett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickin- 
eon,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Izard,  King,  Langdoo,  Morris, 
Bead,  Rutherford,  and  Strong.— 14. 

Kats. — ^Hessra  Bradley,  Butler,  Few,  Gonn,  Haw- 
kins, Heniy,  Johnston,  Lee,  Monroe,  Robinson,  Sher- 
man, Stanton,  and  Wiogate. — 18. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmatiYe. 

And,  alter  agreeing  to  further  amendments, 

Metohed,  That  this  bill  passi  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  **  An  act  for  regnlatinr  processes  in  the 
coorts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing  com- 
pensations for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesaea ;"  that  it  be  engrossed,  and 
that  the  Seovtaiy  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  RepreeentatiTCs  therein. 

The  bill  ia  ss  follows : 

An  Act  for  regulating  proeesaes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  providing  eompensatioos  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,-  and  for  jurors  and  irit- 


A  it  tnaeUd  (y  ihi  Senate  and  Borne  of  BmueiU' 
wee  of  the  United  Statea  of  Amtriea  in  Oongreee 
eeeMed,  That  all  writs  and  processes  issuing  from 
the  supreme  or  a  circoit  court  shall  bear  test  of  the 
chief  jusiics  of  the  supreme  court;  and  if  from  a  dis- 
trict court,  shall  bear  test  of  the  judge  of  such  court, 
and  shall  be  under  the  seal  of  the  court  from  whence 
thev  issue,  and  signed  by  the  derk  thereof.  The  seals 
to  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Ssa  2.  And  he  it  further  enaetei  That,  until  other 
provision  shall  be  msde,  and  except  where,  by  this  act, 
or  other  statutes  of  the  United  States,  it  is  otherwise 
provided,  the  forms  of  writs  and  executions,  except 
their  style,  and  the  modes  of  process  and  proceedings 
in  suits  at  common  law,  shall  he  the  same  in  each  State 
respectively  as  are  now  used  or  allowed  in  the  highest 
common  law  courts  having  original  jurisdiction  of  the 
same.  And  the  forms  and  modes  of  proceedinp  in 
causes  of  equity  and  of  admiralty  and  maritime  juris- 
diction, shall  be,  except  where  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  otherwise  provide,  according  to  the  course  which 
hath  obtaiued  in  the  States  respectively  in  like  causes ; 
or  in  States  which  have  not  courts  of  equity  jurisdic- 
tion, or  have  not  had  courts  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
juriwliction,  according  to  \he  course  of  proceedings  in 
such  courts,  respectively,  in  any  adjoining,  or  the  near- 
est State  in  which  they  are  or  havei  been  instituted ; 
aalilect,  however,  to  audi  deviations  in  each  State,  hj 


role  of  coort^  aa  a  difEerenoB  of  cireumatances  may  rs- 

auir^  or  as  may  be  requisite  to  prevent  unnecessary 
elay  and  expense :  J*romded,  That  on  jndgmenU  m 
anjr  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  where  difforent  kinds  of  exe- 
cutions are  issuable  in  succession,  a  etqnae  ad  eatiefaai- 
endmn  being  oneg  the  pUintiff  shall  have  his  election  to 
take  out  a  eapiae  ad  eatiefaeiendam  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  same  until  a  ten- 
der of  the  debt  and  cost,  in  gold  or  silver,  shall  be 
made. 

Saa  8.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  PmsImp  this  act,  the  fees  and  compensationa 
to  the  several  officen  and  other  persons  hereafter  men- 
tioned shall  be  as  follows :  Thai  is  to  say ;  to  the  mar- 
shals of  the  several  districU  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
service  of  any  writ,  warrant,  attachment,  or  process,  in 
ehancefy,  on  each  person  named  in  the  same^  one  dol- 
lar; for  his  travel  out  in  serviiy  each  writ,  warrant, 
attachment,  or  process,  as  aforesaid,  five  cents  per  nuie, 
to  be  computed  from  the  place  of  service  to  the  court 
where  the  writ  or  process  shall  be  returned ;  and  if 
more  persona  than  one  are  nauMd  therein,  the  travel 
shall  ba  computed  from  the  court  to  the  pUee  of  servies 
which  ia  most  remote,  adding  thereto  the  extra  travel 
necessary  to  serve  it  on  the  other :  FroMed,  That  the 
fee  for  travel  shall  in  no  caseexceed  fifteen  doUan ;  for 
each  bail  bond,  fifty  cents ;  for  selling  goods  and  vetsela 
condemned,  and  receiving  and  paying  the  money,  three 
per  cent ;  for  every  commitment  or  diacharge  of  a  pris- 
oner, fifty  cents ;  for  sunnnoning  witnesses,  each,  twenty 
cents,  and  his  necessary  travel,  at  ^wa  cents  per  mile, 
to  be  computed  as  aforesaid ;  for  aummoning  a  grand 
or  petit  jury,  each,  three  dollar^  «nd  his  necessary 
travel,  at  Aye  cents  per  mile^  to  be  computed  in  lilBe 
manner :  Provided,  Inat  in  those  States  where  jurors 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  are  drawn  by  constables  or 
other  officers  of  corporate  towns  or .  places  by  lot,  the 
marshals  shall  receive,  for  the  oaeof  such  constables  or 
offiosrs,  such  part  of  the  foes  allowed  for  travel  in  sum- 
moning juries  as  the  court  to  which  the  juries  may  he 
retunM  shall  direct;  for  attending  the  supreme,  circuit, 
or  district  courts,  five  dollars  per  day,  ana  at  the  rate  of 
tea  cents  per  mile  for  his  expenses  and  time  in  travel- 
ing from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of  the  said 
courts;  for  levying  an  executioo,  and  for  all  other  ser- 
vices not  herein  enumerated,  such  fees  or  compensation 
as  are  allowed  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  where 
the  services  shall  be  rendered ;  to  the  clerk  of  the  Sn- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States,  ten  dollars  per  day 
mr  his  attendance  in  court,  and  for  his  other  services  m 
discharging  the  dutiea  of  his  office,  double  the  fees  of 
the  derk  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  State  in  which 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  be  hold- 
en ;  to  the  dark  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts^  audi 
feea  in  each  State  respectively  as  are  allowed  in  the 
supreme  coorts  of  the  same,  and  five  dollars  per  day  for 
hia  attendance  on  any  circuit  or  district  court,  and  at 
Uie  rate  often  cents  per  mile  for  his  expenaea  and  time 
in  traveling  from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of  the 
said  courts.  And  in  case  any  clerk  of  a  court  of  the 
United  States  shall,  m  disehaigicg  the  duties  of  his 
office,  perform  any  kind  of  service  which  is  not  per- 
formed by  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  the  States  sua  for 
which  the  Uws  of  the  State  make  no  allowance,  the 
court  in  which  such  service  shall  be  rendered  may  allow 
a  reasonable  compensation  therefor ;  to  each  grand  and 
petit  juror  one  dollar  per  day  for  attending  in  court, 
and  for  traveling,  at  the  rate  of  five  cenU  for  every  mile 
from  their  respective  pkces  of  abode  to  the  place  where 
the  court  is  held,  and  the  like  allowance  for  returning ; 
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to  vitneMM  aammoned  oo  the  p*rt  of  the  United  Statett. 
or  in  behalf  of  any  jirieoDer  to  be  tried  for  a  capital  of- 
fence in  any  of  the  oonrts  thereof  the  tame  compensa- 
tion a»  is  abore  allowed  to  mnd  and  petit' Jurors ;  to 
witnesses  in  other  cases,  the  same  compensations  in 
«Kch  State  respeotivelj  as  are  allowed  hi  the  supreme 
eourts  of  the  same ;  to  the  attomej  of  the  United  States 
lor  the  district,  such  fees  in  each  State  respectively  as 
are  allowed  in  the  supreme  courts  of  the  same,  and  also 
Uie  like  compensation  for  traveling  as  is  above  allowed 
to  the  derk  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts ;  and  where 
the  amount  of  such  fees  and  compensations  to  the  dis- 
trict attorney  shall  be  less  in  any  year  than  one-fifth 
part  of  tlie  salary  of  the  judge  of  such  district,  the  dif- 
ference shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  attorney  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Sia  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the  mar- 
shal shall  have  the  custody  of  all  vessels  and  ffoods, 
seised  by  any  officer  of  the  revenue,  and  shall  be  allowed 
such  compensation  therefor  as  the  court  may  judge  rea- 
sonable :  And  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  marshal  the 
amount  of  the  expense  for  fuel,  candles,  and  other  rea- 
sonable contingencies  that  may  accrue  in  holding  the 
courts  within  hi#  district,  and  providing  the  books  ne- 
cessary to  record  the  proceedings  thereof:  And  such 
amount,  as  also  the  compensations  aforesaid,  to  the 
grand  ud  petit  jurors,  to  the  witnesses  summoned  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  or  in  behalf  of  a  prisoner 
to  be  tried  for  a  capital  offisnce ;  to  the  derk  or  the  su- 
preme court,  for  his  attendance ;  to  the  derks  of  the 
district  and  circuit  courts  for  their  traveling  and  attend- 
ance ;  to  the  attorney  of  the  district,  for  traveling  to 
court ;  to  the  mMEsbu  for  his  attendance  at  court ;  for 
summoning  grand  and  petit  jurors,  and  witnesses  in 
behalf  of  any  prisoner  to  be  tried  for  a  capital  offence ; 
for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  confined  m  jail  for  any 
criminal  offence,  and  for  the  oommitment  or  disdiarge 
of  such  prisoner ;  and,  also,  the  legal  fees  of  the  dene, 
attorney,  and  marshal,  in  criminal  prosecutions,  shall  be 
induded  in  the  account  of  the  marshal :  and  the  same 
having  been  examined  and  certified  by  the  court,  or  one 
of  the  judges  of  it,  in  which  the  service  shall  have  been 
rendered,  shall  be  passed  in  the  usual  manner  at,  and 
the  amount  thereof  paid  out  of,  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  marshal,  and  by  him  shau  be  paid 
over  to  the  persons  entitled  to  the  same.  And  the  mar- 
shal diall  be  allowed  two  and  a  half  per  cent  oo  the 
-  amount  by  him  so  paid  over,  to  be  charged  in  his  future 
account 

SiCL  6.  And  he  U  furlher  enaded,  That  in  every 
prosecution  for  any  fine  or  forfeiture  incurred  under 
any  statute  of  the  United  States,  if  judgtnent  is  rendered 
against  the  defendant,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  costs.  And  on  every  conviction  for  any  other 
offence,  not  capital,  the  court  may,  in  their  discretion, 
award  that  the  defendant  shall  pav  the  costs  of  prosecu- 
tion. And  if  any  informer,  or  piaintifi^  on  a  penal  sta- 
tute, to  whose  benefit  the  penalty,  or  any  part  tliereof, 
:  if  recovered,  is  directed  by  law  to  accrue,  shall  discon- 
tinue his  suit  or  prosecution,  or  shall  be  nonsuit  in  the 
same,  or  if;  upon  trial,  a  verdict  shall  pass  for  the  de- 
fendant, the  court  shall  award  to  the  defendant  his 
costs,  unless  sudi  informer,  or  plaintifl(  be  an  oflicer  of 
the  United  States,  specially  authorised  to  commence 
such  prosecution,  and  the  court  before  whom  the  action 
or  information  shaU  be  tried,  shall,  at  the  trial,  in  open 
court,  certify,  upon  record,  that  there  was  reasonable 
cause  for  commencing  the  same,  in  which  case  no  cost 
•hall  be  taxed  for  the  defendant 

Saa  «.  Andbe  it  fkriM^r  enacted,  TbaX  thelMsand 


compensations  to  the  several  officers  and  persons  bera- 
inbefore  mentioned,  odier  than  those  which  are  abote 
directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  TVeasury  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  the  fees  of 
the  officers  of  the  States  respectif  elj,  for  like  servioo, 
are  recovered. 

Saa  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  offi- 
cer hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  his  deputy,  shall.by  rea- 
son or  color  of  his  office,  wilfully  and  corruptly  demand 
and  receive  any  greater  fees  than  those  allowed  bjtbis 
act,  he  shall,  on  conviction  tiiereof  in  any  oourt  of  the 
United  States,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine,  not  exceeding  fife 
hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  aix 
months,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  the 
conviction  shall  be. 

Sxa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  coo- 
tinue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act  paseed  at  the 
first  session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An  act  to  regulate 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  ;'  **  and  also 
another  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "  An  act  providing  compensations  for  the  offioen 
of  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  ju- 
rors and  witnesses,  and  for  other  purposes,**  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 


Tuesday,  February  14. 

The  Secretary  of  State  having  tranamilted  to 
the  Senate  a  translation  of  the  memorial  of  D.  L 
Morel,  it  was  read ;  and  ordered  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  deliver  the  original,  with  a 
copy  of  the  translation,  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  seeond  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled,  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons," and,  after  progress,  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  15. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  per- 
sons ;**  and. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  this 
hill  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  report- 
ed the  hill  amended. 


Thursday,  Febmary  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  readb^  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  thereon. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, so  fieir  as  to  take  into  consideration  a  pro- 
posed amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  report 
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of  the  committee,  and  to  reconsider  the  second 
•ection  of  the  bill  rejected  on  the  9th  instant ;  and, 
ftfter  debate,  the  further  conRideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  *' An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  declaring  the  offlcer  who  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of 
President  and  Vice  President,**  with  amendments, 
in  which  thej  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  to  the  above-mentioned  bill 
were  read,  and  are  as  follow : 

Section  1,  to  the  end  of  the  section,  add  "  which  Elect- 
ors shall  be  equal  to  the  number  of  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives to  which  the  several  States  may  bj  law 
De  entitled  at  the  time  when  the  President  and  Vice 
Pre»ident  thus  tu  be  chosen,  should  oorae  into  office : 
Provided  o/wayi.  That  where  no  apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  have  been  made  after  any  enumera- 
tion, at  the  time  of  choosing  electors,  then  the  number 
of  Electors  shall  be  according  to  the  existing  apportion- 
ment of  Senators  and  Representatives." 

In  section  2,  which  rendu  as  follows :  *"  That  the  Elec- 
tors shall  meet  and  give  their  votes  on  the  said  first 
Wednesday  in  December,  at  such  place  in  eaeh  State 
as  shall  be  directed  by  the  authority  thereof;"  strike 
out  **  authority"  and  insert  **  Legiskture." 

Section  9,  strike  out  the  whole  section,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  insert,  "  And  be  it  further  enaeied,  lliat  in  case 
of  removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  aa  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  until  the  disability  be  re- 
moTed  or  a  President  shall  be  elected." 

Ordered^  That  the  amendments  lie  for  consi- 
deration. 


Fbidat,  February  17. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  declaring  the  ofBcer  who  shall  act  as 
President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  ofBces  both 
of  President  and  Vice  President  ;**  and,  after  de- 
late, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  Rent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  for  making  further  and  more  effec- 
tual provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States  ;*'  and, 

A  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  put,  to 
adopt  the  second  section,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive; yeas  15,  nays  12 — as  follows : 

Yiua— Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dick- 
inaoo,  ElUworth,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Ixard,  Johnston, 
King,  Langdon,  Morriis  Read,  and  Rutberfurd. 

NATs.~Messrfl.  Bradley,  Butler,  Few,  Foater,  Qunn, 
Lee,  Muorotf,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  resumed ; 
mnd  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  so  fiur  as  to 


reject  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  It  passed  in  the 
negative. 
After  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Burr, 
Hawkins,  Rrad,  Ellsworth,  and  Gunn,  with  the 
amendmenU  reported  by  the  committee,  together 
with  the  motions  made  thereon,  to  consider  and 
report  generally. 

Mordat,  February  20. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendmenU  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as 
President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of 
President  and  Vice  President  :*'  and, 

Resolved,  That  they  agree  to  all  the  said  amend- 
ments, except  the  last,  to  which  they  disagree. 

ReMolved,  That  Messrs.  Sbrrman,  Langdon,  and 
Strong,  be  a  committee  to  join  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  House  of  Representatives  may  ap- 
point, on  their  part,  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in 
the  present  session,  and  what  part  of  the  business 
now  depending  may  be,  without  great  inconve- 
nience, postponed  to  the  next  session ;  that  the 
proceedings  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  close  this 
session  by  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  next 
.  A  petition  of  James  Oakley  and  others  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  praying  compensation  for  services 
during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  examine  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 


TuRSDAT,  February  21. 

The  application  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to 
the  Senate,  for  compensation  during  the  reoess,  was 
presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs,  Sbrr- 
man, Izard,  and  Jobnston,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate 
the  claims  to  half  pay,  and  to  invalid  pensions,** 
reported  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives recede  from  their  last  amendment  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  in 
case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President 
and  Vice  President  ;'*  and  that  they  agree  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  instant,  ap- 
poii^ting  a  joint  committee  for  the  purpose  therem 
mentioned,  and  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part 

Also,  that  they  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first 
enunuiration,  and  making  provision  for  another 
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enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representa- 
tives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797 ;"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "An  act  for  making  Airther 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,**  reported  amend- 
ments ;  which  report  was  read. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled-  "  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Represenutives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797,'* 
was  read  the  first  time. 

Orderedj  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  second  read* 
log. 

Wbdnbsdat,  February  29. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  on 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  were  considered  and 
agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

A  message  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  persons 
under  particular  circumstances  barred  by  the  limita- 
tions heretofore  establi»hed  ;**  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BuTLBB  reported  fWmi  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Col- 
vSlI,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Thursday,  February  23. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual. provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,**  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion  to  expunge  ^he  last  section  of  the 
bill,  as  it  was  amended,  to  wit : 

**8Ba  •^.  And  be  U  further  enacted  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authorised,  in  case  he  shall 
deem  the  measure  expedient,  to  employ  such  number 
of  the  Indians,  and  for  such  com|)ensations  as  he  may 
think  proper:  Pnmded^  llie  said  compensations  do 
not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative ;  yeas  8,  nays  18,  ex- 
cused 1 — as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Basset t,  Bradley,  Monroe,  Robinson, 
Rutherfurd,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Kath — Messrs:  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Ells- 
worth, Few,  Foster,  Gunfi,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  John- 
ston, King,  Langdon,  Lee,  Morris,  Read,  and  Staotoa 

Ezouaxo. — ^Mr.  Butler. 


On  motion  to  amend  the  last  section  of  the  hill, 
followeth : 

**And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preaident  of 
the  United  States  be  authorised  to  distribute  such  tomi 
as  he  may  think  proper  among  the  Indians  in  alliance 
with  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  twenty  thoossod 
dollars  in  the  whole ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  reduce  the  number  of  each  regi- 
ment to  nine  hundred  and  twelve  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  privates,  and  n^usiciana,  instead  of 
nine  hundred  and  sixty,  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  8,  nays  18,  ex- 
cused 1 — as  follows : 

Tba&— Messrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  Few,  Rutherfurd,  Sber. 
man,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Kat8.— Mcfwsi  Bassett,  Bradley,  Carroll,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henrjr,  Isard,  John- 
stno.  King,  Langdon,  Leis,  Monroe,  Morria,  Read,  tod 
Robinsan. 

£xcuaBD.-^Mr.  Butler. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  provides : 

*'  That  there  shall  be  raised,  for  a  term  not  ezceediiv 
three  ^ears,  three  additional  regiments  of  infkntffy,esa 
of  which,  exclusively  of  the  oommissioned  officers,  shsil 
jBoosist  of  nine  hundred  and  twelve  non-eommissioned 
officers,  privates,  and  musicians.  And  that  the  Pmi- 
dent  may  employ  as  many  of  the  said  troops  as  rUle- 
men  aa  he  shall  think  proper :  Prwnded,  That  the  said 
three  regiments  shall  be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  United 
States  shall  be  at  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes ;" 

And  substitute  the  following : 

'*  Saa  —.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  beivby  is,  autho- 
rized to  engage  such  number  of  expert  woodsmen,  to 
serve  as  infantry  or  cavalry,  as.  in  his  judgment,  the 
public  service  may  require :  Providsd,  That  the  entire 
number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall 
not  exceed  two  thousand:  And,  provided,  That  the  m- 
fantry  and  cavalry  shall  not  be  engaged  fur  a  longer 
term  than  ten  months,  nor  be  allowed,  the  infiintry 
more  than  twenty -five  cents  per  day,  nor  the  caviJiy, 
each  person  engaged  finding  his  own  horse,  arms,  and 
accoutrements,  and  at  his  own  risk,  seventy-five  cents 
per  day,  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  ra- 
tions and  forage,  provided  he  furnish  himself  therewith. 
And  the  allowance  to  the  non-comroissiomNl  officers, 
whether  in  the  infantry  or  cavalry,  shall  not  exceed,  to 
those  of  the  infantry  thirty  three  cents  and  one-third 
of  a  cent  per  day,  and  to  those  of  the  cavalry  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  day ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative ;  yeas  12,  nays  16 — as 
follows : 

TcAa — Messrs.  Bradley,  Butler,  Few,  Foster,  Ounn, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

NAva— Messra  Bassett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dick- 
inson, Ellsworth,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Isard,  Johnston, 
King,  Langdon,  Morris,  Read,  and  Rutherfurd. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  amended  f 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  16,  nays 
11 — as  follows: 

TiAa — ^Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll, 
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iowD,  Bllsworth,  Chmn,  Hawking  Henry,  Inrd,  John- 
•ton.  King,  Langdon,  Morris,  Read,  and  Rutberfurd. 

Nat& — MesMra  Bradley,  Butler,  Few.Foater,  Lee, 
Monroe,  Robinaoo,  Sherman,  Stautoo,  Strong,  and  Win- 
gale. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  bill 
IS  aodended. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represents- 
tires,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797,** 
was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  part  of  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  as  foUoweth : 

"  That,  from  and  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1798,  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  one  hun- 
dred members,  dected  agreeably  to  a  ratio  of  one  mem- 
ber for  every  thirty  thousand  inhabitants  in  each  State, 
computed  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  11,  nays  16— as 
follows : 

TEAS-^Messra  Bassett,  Cabot,  Dickinson,  Ellsworth, 
Poster,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

NAva— Messrs.  Bradley,  Burr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Few, 
Qunn.  Hawkins,  Henry,  laard,  Johnston,  King,  Lee, 
Monroe.  Morris,  Rutberfurd,  and  Stanton. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  part  of  the  first 
section,  as  foUoweth  : 

**  That,  from  and  after  Uie  8d  day  of  March,  1798,  the 
House  of  Representatires  shall  be  composed  of  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  members,  elected  agreeably  to  a  ratio 
of  one  member  for  every  thirty  thousand  inhabitants  in 
each  Sute.  computed  aooording  to  the  rule  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution  ;** 

And,  after  debate.  Ordered,  That  the  farther 
oonsideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed. 

Friday,  February  24. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  return  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  making  further  and  more  effectual  pro- 
Tision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States,"  with  the  amendments,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  a  mistake. 

The  House  of  Representatives  returned  the  bill 
mnd  amendments  to  the  Senate  by  their  Clerk; 
mud  the  mistake  being  rectified,  they  were  by  the 
Secretary  again  carried  to  the  House  of  I&pre- 
aentatives. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  providing  for. the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  persons  under  particular 
circumstances  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established,**  was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  after 
agreeing  to  amend  the  said  bill,  it  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
an  apportioDmeat  of  Representatives  among  the 


several  States,  according  to  the  "first  enumeration, 
and  making  provision  for  another  enumeration, 
and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon, 
to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives  after  the 
8d  day  of  March,  1797,*'  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day nctzt 

MoKDAT,  February  97. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representir 
tives,  entitled  **An  act  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  persons  under  narticular 
circumstances  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established,**  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellswdstb,  Lu,  and  Stbomg,  to  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  agree  upon  some,  disagree  to  some,  and 
agree  to  other  amendments  of  the  Senate,  with 
amendments,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
making  further  and  more  effectual  provision  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.** 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  last  men- 
tioned bill ;  which  are  (so  far  as  material)  as  follow : 

In  the  amendment  to  the  second  section,  strike 
out  the  last  paragraph  in  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
inserted  by  the  Senate,  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

*  **  And  that  the  said  regiments  shall  be  otherwise  or- 
ganised, as  the  reffiment  of  infantry  described  in  an  act 
passed  the  secondsession  of  the  first  Congress,  entitled 
*  An  act  for  regulating  the  military  establishment  of  the 
United  States  •/  " 

And  in  lieu  thereof  insert, 

**Prwnded  always,  and  he  U  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  or- 
ganise the  said  five  regiments  of  infantry,  and  the  said 
corps  of  horse  and  artillery,  as  he  shall  judge  expedient, 
diminishing  the  number  of  corps,  or  taking  from  one 
corps  and  adding  to  another,  as  shall  appear  to  him 
proper,  so  that  the  whole  number  of  officers  and  men 
shaU  not  exceed  the  limits  above  prescribed." 

In  the  thirteenth  amendment  to  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, after  the  words  "  three  dollars**  for  the  pay  of 
the  privates,  insert : 

**  And  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  month,  to  be  paid 
aooording  to  the  accumulated  amount  at  the  time  of  dis- 
charge to  each  soldier  respectively ;  or  in  case  of  death 
in  the  service,  according*  to  the  amount  then  accumu- 
lated, be  paid  to  his  widow,  if  any,  if  not,  to  his  next 
of  kin,  in  equal  degree ;  which  reserved  pay  shall  not 
be  assisnable." 

To  these  amendments  the  Senate  agreed  in  part, 
and  disagreed  as  to  others. 

Ordered,  That  all  bills,  before  they  are  sent  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  be  examined  by  the 
committees  respectively  who  brought  in  such  bills, 
or  to  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  last  commit- 
ted in  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions  ;'*  and 
the  report  of  the  committee  thereon  being  read,  it 
was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
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TvBSDAT,  February  28. 

The  memorial  of  Moses  Young,  praying  com- 
pensation for  services  rendered  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered^  That  this  memorial  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Butler,  Ellsworth,  and  Lri,  to  exa- 
mine and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensioners.*^ 

On  motion  to  restore  that  part  of  the  first  sec- 
tion which  was  yesterday  rejected,  to  be  read  as 
follows : 

'*  So  much  of  the  resolution  of  CoDgreit  of  the  24th 
of  August,  1780,  a8  deckree  '  that  the  resolutioo  of  the 
16lh  of  May,  1778,  granting  half  pay  for  seven  yean 
to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  should  continue  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the  widows 
of  those  offioen  who  have  died,  or  shall  hereafter  die  in 
the  service,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  to  extend  to 
the  cases  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  all  officers  who 
died  or  were  slain  in  the  said  service,  at  any  time  be- 
tween the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  the  aforesaid  15th  day  of  May, 
1778.  And  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  au- 
thorised to  settle  the  claims  of  the  widows  or  orphans 
of  soch  officers,  as  the  case  nwy  be,  and  to  issue  certifi- 
cates for  the  same  in  the  usuaf  manner  ;* " 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  to  restore  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  was  yesterday  rejected,  to  wit : 

'*  Sic  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  such  officers 
as  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  ojf  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  allow- 
ance have  been  ascertained  pursuant  to  tlie  acts  or  regu- 
lations of  Congress,  and  who,  frtim  an  inability  to  return 
their  whole,  commutation,  as  required  by  the  act  of  the 
22d  day  of  March,  1788,  have  not  received  the  said  al- 
lowance, shall  now  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 
the  same,  returning  only  such  part  of  the  said  commu- 
tation as  will  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  said  rate  of 
allowance,  calculating  interest  at  six  per  cent,  on  the 
allowance  and  proportion  of  the  commutation  aforesaid, 
from  the  times  they  respectively  became  due,  or  were 
paid ;  and  tliat  their  respective  accounts  be  settled  and 
adjusted  accordingly ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  desire  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  to  the  act  **for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  having  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  message ;  and, 

Rooked^  That  they  agree  to  the  proposed  con- 
ference, and  that  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Butler, 
and  Kino,  be  managers  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  his  specie 'account  to  Slst  of  December, 
1791 ;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  ac- 
count^ ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Wrdhisdat,  February  29. 

A  petition  of  Moses  Hazen,  late  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  that  he  may  be  furnished  with 
certain  papers,  or  copies  of  pape^^  therein  referred 
to.  Also,  a  memonal  of  the  said  Moses  Hazen, 
that  his  petitions  to  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Oc- 
tober, and  the  16th  of  December,  179.1,  said  to  have 
been  read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  maj 
be  considered. 

Ordered^  That  these  petitions  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  John  Little,  a  captain  of  militia, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  relief  in  consi- 
deration of  a  wound  received  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Gilbert  Dean  was  presented  and 
read,  praying  compensation  for  personal  serrices 
rendered  the  United  States  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  examine  and  report  therecm 
to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  appointed  a  manager  of  the  pro- 
posed conference,  in  the  pUce  of  one  prevented 
from  attendance  by  accident 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
entitled  **  An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions,**  and 
it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  fourth  section,  as  fol- 
loweth : 

'*  Saa  4.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  Tliat  any  dod- 
commissioned  officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  ths 
actual  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  var, 
by  wounds  or  other  known  cause,  who  did  not  decert 
from  the  said  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  pUtced  un 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  during  life,  or  the 
contmoance  of  such  disability,  and  shall  also  he  allowed 
such  further  sum  for  the  arrears  of  pension,  from  the 
time  of  such  disability,  not  exceeding  die  rate  of  the 
annual  allowance  in  consequence  of  liis  disability,  u 
the  circuit  court  of  the  district  in  which  they  respect- 
ively reside  may  think  just." 

On  motion  to  subjoin  the  following  proviso  to 
the  end  of  the  fourth  section : 

"  And  provided  aUo,  That  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall 
extend  to  the  cases  of  those  invalids  referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  and  respectini;  whom  he  has  reported 
they  would  be  entitled  to  pensions  as  invalids  had  they 
applied  in  time,  and  that  tliey  should  be  put  on  the  pen- 
sion list  according  to  the  allowances  in  the  said  report, 
without  takinff  the  measures  prescribed  by  this  act  to 
obtain  the  said  pension  ;' 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  to  suQoin  the  following  clause  to 
the  end  of  the  last  section  of  the  bill : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  after  the 
expiration  of  two  years  from  the  passing  of  thb  act,  do 
officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  shall  receive  any  pension, 
unless  such  person  shall  be  entitled  thereto,  in  pnrsa- 
ance  of  an  adjudication  of  the  circuit  court,  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  in  the  second  section  of  this  act ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Bmhed^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended,  and 
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that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
HoQse  of  Representatiyes  in  the  bill  as  amended. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids, 
and  other  persons,**  was  resumed ;  and. 
On  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 
It  passed  in  the  afSrmative— jeas  16,  najs  9,  as 
foUows  : 

YiAs.— Mewn.  Bradley,  Burr,  Oabot,  Carroll,  EUa- 
worth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Johnston,  King,  Langdon,  Lee, 
Kooroe,  Rotherford,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nats.— Measn.  Baaaett,  Bvtler,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Gum,  laard,  Horrii^  Read,  and  Stanton. 

Orderei^  Thal-the  ftirther  oonsideratioQ  of  this 
bill  he  pos^ned. 

Thumdat,  March  1. 

The  petition  of  Lewis  Dubois  and  others,  offi- 
cerB  in  tlie  New  York  line  of  the  army  during  the 
late  war,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  that  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay  for  the  time  they  were 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  might  be  al- 
lowed theuL 

Ordered^  That  tde  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  SflBaMAJC  made  report,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  and  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in  the 
present  session,  and  what  part  of  the  business  now 
depending  may  be,  without  great  inconvenience, 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  that  the 
proceedings  mar  be  so  r^ulated  as  to  close  this 
session  by  the  nrst  Tuesday  of  April  next 

And  the  report  being  read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sherman,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  application  of  James  Mathers, 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  for  compensation  during 
the  recess,  made  report,  which  was  read  and 
igreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Mathers  be  al- 
lowed three  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  a 
half,  for  his  services  in  the  late  recess  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice  President  certify  the 
balance  dae  to  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to  the 
Senate,  for  services  during  the  last  recess. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  last  mentioned 
be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the 
annual  salaries  of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  House  of  Represenbitives,  respectively. 

Order^  That  Messrs.  Burr,  Gunbi,  and  Mor- 
SIS,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  building  a  light-house  on  Montauk 
point,  on  Nassau  island,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and,  if  they  think  expedient,  to  report  a  bill  for 
that  purpose. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Au^tus  Barker,  an  offi- 
cer in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war,  was  presented  and  rc^d,  praying  that 
the  half  pay  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  late 
army  may  be  extended  to  hioL 

(Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

Ordered^  That  the  frirther  consideratioa  of  the 
2d  Gov. 


bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled *'An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797,** 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows, 
orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,**  and  agreed 
so  far  to  reconsider  the  resolution  of  yesterday, 
as  to  restore  the  first  section  of  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed by  the  oonunittee,  as  followeth : 

**  Section  h  BeH  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  ffaute  of 
JUpreeentatwes  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  m 
Conffreet  ateembUd^  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury adjust  the  claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans,  re- 
spectively, as  the  case  may  be,  of  Colonel  Owen  Roberta, 
Captain  William  White,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard 
Elliot,  Major  Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger, 
Lieutenant  John  Bush,  and  Major  Charles  Motte,  de- 
ceased ;  all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  seven  years*  half  pay  stip- 
ulated by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24tn  day  of 
August,  1780 ;  and  that  the  Reeister  of  the  Treasury 
do  issue  bis  certificates  accordingly ." 

It  was  agreed  to  insert  the  following  as  the 
second  section : 

"  Section  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  re-examine  the  aeoooats  of  Isaac  Ledyard,  late  as- 
sistant deputy  director,  and  John  Berrianj^late  commis- 
sary of  the  hospital  department ;  and  if  any  error  has 
taken  place  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  accounts,  to 
correct  the  same." 

And  having  agreed  to  fiirther  amendments,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Howell  and  other  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  trading  to  India,  China, 
and  other  parts  of  Asia,  was  presented  and  read, 
stating  certain  discouragements  in  the  prosecution 
of  that  branch  of  commerce,  and  praying  such  in- 
terposition as  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  may 
deem  expedient 

Orderw,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 


Fridat,  March  2. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  from  the  managers 
of  a  conference  to  which  they  were  appointed,  as 
followeth: 

**  The  conferees  having  met  and  conferred  on  the  mat> 
ters  of  disagreement  between  the  Houms,  on  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further  and  more  effectual 
provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  tlie  United 
States,**  have  agreed,  that  it  will  be  proper  for  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  sixteenth  section, 
and  agree  to  the  same  And  that  it  will  be  proper  for 
both  Houses  to  agree  to  the  fifteenth  section  amended, 
to  read  as  followeth : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  be, 
sod  he  hereby  is,  authorised,  from  time  to  tim%.to.caU 
into  service,  and  for  such  periods  as  he  may  deem  re- 


99 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


100 


SlSfATI.] 


Proceedings, 


[Uabch,  1792. 


quisite,  luch  number  of  cavalrj  as  in  his  iadnpeDt  may 
be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  xrontiers :  jPro- 
ifided,  lliat  the  non-oonimisBioiied  offioers  shall  not  be 
allowed  more  than  one  dollar  per  day,  nor  the  privates 
more  than  seveiitj-five  cents  per  day,  each  person  find- 
ins  his  horse,  arms,  and  acooutrementa,  and  at  his  own 
ri»,  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day  in  Ilea  of  rations  and 
forage,  provided  he  furnish  himself  therewith." 

And  the  report  being  read,  it  was  ordered  to  He 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives agree  to  the  report  of  the  managers  of  the 
conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  fbr  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.'* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopting  the 
repoK  of  the  managers  of  the  conference  last  men- 
tioned; whereupon, 

Besohedy  That  the  Senate  concur  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  adoption  of  the 
said  report. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons.'* 

On  motion  to  restore  the  words  **  Richard  Shu- 
brick**  to  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  strilce  out  the  clause  adopted  yes- 
terday as  the  second  section,  to  wit: 

**  Section  t.  Be  U  endeiedby  the  Senaie  and  Heme  ef 
JRepreaenUUivet  of  the  UniUd  Staitee  ef  Ameriea  in 
Congreu  aetembledf  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury adjust  the  claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans, 
respectively,  as  the  ease  may  be,  of  Golonel  Owen  Ro- 
berts, Captain  William  White,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ber- 
nard Elliot,  Major  Samuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Huger, 
Lieutenant  John  Bush,  and  Muor  Charles  Motte,  de- 
ceased, (all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,)  for  the  seven  years'  half  pay  stip- 
ulated  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24tn  day  of 
August,  1780;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury 
do  issue  his  certificates  accordingly :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Betohed^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  this  bill  as  amended. 

The  petition  of  James  Shnons,  an  officer  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
was  presented  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
his  services. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  report  thereon. 


Monday,  March  5. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives disagree  to  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  amendments  to 
the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay,  and 
to  invalid  pensions,**  and  agree  to  all  the  otiier 
amendments  thereon. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  ameni* 
ments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  oi  Represeata- 
tives  on  the  billl  above  mentioned ;  and, 

Beeohedy  That  they  insist  thereon,  desire  a  ooo* 
ference  with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  th« 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses;  and  that 
Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Strong,  and  RuTBsanrio, 
be  appointed  managers  thereof,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fit>m  tin 
President  of  the  United  SUtes : 

Otntiemen  efthe  Senate,  rnnd 

of  the  Jlouee  of  BepreaentaHeee  : 

Knowing  the  friendly  interest  yoo  take  in  whatever 
mav  promote  the  happiness  and  proeptrity  of  the  Freod 
nation,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  Jay  before  you  the 
translation  of  a  Letter  which  I  have  received  from  hs 
most  Christian  Majesty,  aneooaciDg  to  the  Unitsd  Statsi 
of  America  his  acceptance  of  the  institution  presented 
to  him  in  the  name  of  his  natioa 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UNfRD  Staiw,  ICarch  6, 1792. 


[Translation.] 
Very  dear,  Oreai  Friendi  and  AUiee : 

We  make  it  our  duty  to  inform  vou  that  we  have  l^  , 
eepted  the  Constitution  which  has  been  presented  to  oa 
in  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  according  to  wbidi 
IVance  will  be  henceforth  governed. 

We  do  not  doubt  that  you  take  an  interest  in  n 
event  so  important  to  our  Kingdom,  and  to  as ;  and  that 
it  is  with  real  pleasure  we  tsSce  this  oceasioD  to  reeev 
to  you  assurances  of  the  sincere  friendship  we  bear  700. 
Whereupon  we  pray  Ood  to  have  you,  very  dear,  grcst 
friends  and  allies,  in  his  just  and  holy  keeping. 

Written  at  Paris,  the  19th  of  September,  1191. 

Your  good  friend  and  ally, 

LOUI& 

MoNTKOaiN. 

Thk  Unitrd  States  or  Nortb  Avsrioa. 

Another  written  Message  was,  at  the  same  time, 
received  fit>m  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
as  foUoweth : 

GeniUmeti  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houte  of  Jtepreeentatieee: 

I  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  the  Return  of  the  nomber 
of  inhabitants  in  the  district  of  South  Oarolioa,  as  msdc 
to  me  by  the  Marshal  thereof;  and  the  copy  of  a  lettei 
which  accompanied  said  retturn. 

G.  WASHWOTON. 

UNrrxD  Statss,  March  3, 1792. 
The  schedule*  referred  to  in  the  last  recited  Mes 
sage  is  as  foUoweth : 

DISTRICT   OF   SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Free  white  males  of  sixteen  years  and  upwards,  indod 
ing  heads  of  families            •            -  -     85,5*11 

Free  white  males  under  sixteen  years  •  -     87,72: 

Free  white  females,  including  heads  of  families    66,SS( 
All  other  free  persons  -           -           .  -      1,W) 

Slaves •  WT.O^- 

Total        .  .  •  -  249.07; 

The  Messages  and  papers  therein  mentionei 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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igreeabl^  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  m  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  oent 
from  the  House  of  Representativea,  entitled  '*  An 
act  for  an  apportionment  of  RepreaentatiTes  among 
the  seTeral  States,  according  to  the  first  enumera- 
tion ;  and  nuking  provision  for  another  enumera- 
tion, and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797 ;'"  and,  after  pro- 
gress, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned. 

TucsoAT,  ICaroh  6. 

Mr.  BuRB,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  expediency  of  building  a  light- 
hoase  on  Montauk  point,  reported,  that  the  measure 
appeared  to  the  committee  expedient  and  neces- 
sary, and  that  they  had  prepared  a  draft  of  a  bUl 
for  that  purpose. 

The  bill  was  presented  and  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  proposed  conference  on  the 
amendments  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  reeulate  the 
daims  to  half  pay,  and  to  invalid  pensions,'*  and 
have  appointed  managers  on  their  part 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Bepresentatires  after  the  3d  dav  of  March,  1797." 

And,  on  nototion  to  amend  the  titie  and  the  first 
section,  as  follows : 

**  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  RepreBentativea  among 
theaeveral  Staleii,  aooording  to  the  fint  enumeration, 
and  making  proTiAioo  for  another  enaraeration,  and 
an  apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  to  com* 
poee  the  House  of  Representatives  after  the  8d  day  of 
March,  180S. 

**B€  it  tnaeted  5y  tKe  SenaU  and  ffou$e  of  Repre, 
mUaiiwe*  ofUu  Umied  StaUi  of  America  in  Congr€$» 
vtcnhUdf  That,  from  and  after  the  8d  da^  of  March, 
in  the  year  1793,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
eocnpoted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  elected 
wiLbin  the  several  States  according  to  the  following  ap- 
jKirtionment :  that  is  to  say,  witbm  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  five,  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts  six- 
teen, withio  the  State  of  Vermont  three,  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  two,  within  the  State  of  Connecticut 
eight,  within  the  State  of  New  York  eleven,  wiUiin  the 
S(ate  of  New  Jersey  six,  within  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania fonrteen,  withm  the  State  of  Delaware  two^  within 
the  State  of  Maryland  nine,  within  the  State  of  Virginia 
tventy-ooe,  withm  the  State  of  Kentecky  two,  within  the 
Sute  of  North  Carolina  twelve,  within  the  SUte  of  South 
Carolina  seven,  and  within  the  State  of  Oeorgia  two ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  13,  nays  14 — as 
follows : 

YsAa^-llieasrs.  Bsssett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  EUs- 
worth,  Foster,  Kii«,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruth- 
crfurd,  Stanton,  aira  Wingate. 


Natr— Messrs.  BuUer,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  laard,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  Shermlio,  sod  Strong. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  cUuse  of  the  first 
section,  as  follows : 

*'£e  U  enacted  by  the  SenaU  mnd  ffmue  ef  Repn- 
eentativet  of  the  Vnitad  Btatm  of  America  in  Oongreee 
aeeemblcd^  That  fbom  and  after  the  3d  day  of  Mbu-oh, 
in  the  year  1798,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
oompoeed  of  ooembers  elected  within  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  following  apportionment :  that  is  to  say," 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative ;  yeas  15,  nays  IS — 
as  follows : 

YBAa— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruth- 
erfurd,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nxra — Messrs  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Isard,  Johnston,  Lee,  Monroe, 
and  Morris. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  second  clause  of  the 
first  section,  as  follows : 

«  Within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  four,  within 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  fourteen,  within  the  State  of 
Vermont  two,  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  two, 
within  the  State  of  Connecticut  seven,  within  the  State 
of  New  York  ten,  within  the  State  of  New  Jersey  five, 
within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  thirteen,  withm  the 
State  of  Delaware  one,  within  the  State  of  Maryland 
eight,  within  the  State  of  Virginia  nineteen,  within  the 
Suite  of  Kentuckv  two,  within  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina ten,  within  the  State  of  South  Carolina  six,  and 
within  the  State  of  Geoigia  two;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  11,  nays  16 — as 
follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
King,  Langdon,  Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  Sherman,  Strong, 
and  Wingate. 

Navs.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Dick- 
inson, Few,  Ounn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Iiard,  Johnston, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  and  Stanton. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  tiUe,  and  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  amended  as  follows : 

**  An  Act  fbran  apportionmentof  Representatives  among 
the  several  States,  according  to  tae  first  enumeration, 
and  making  provision  for  another  enumeration. 

**JSe  it  enacted  6y  the  Senate  and  ffouee  of  Jtepre- 
eentatieee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Oongreee 
ateemhled.  That,  from  and  after  the  Sd  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1798,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  elected  witliin  the  several  States 
according  to  the  following  ■pportionment :  that  is  to  say, 
within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  four,  within  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  fifteen,  within  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont two,  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  two,  within 
the  State  of  Connecticut  %vson^  within  the  State  of  New 
York  eleven,  within  the  State  of  New  Jenej  five, 
witliin  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  fourteen,  within  the 
State  of  Delaware  one,  within  the  State  of  Maryland 
nine,  within  the  State  of  Viiginia  twenty-one,  within 
the  State  of  Kentucky  two,  within  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  eleven,  within  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
six,  within  the  State  of  Georgia  two ;" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative ;  yeas  15,  nays  12— 

follows : 

Ykas.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Few, 
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Ounn,  Hawkins,  Henrj,  Isard,  Jobnstoo,  King,  Lee, 
Monroe,  Morru,  and  Read. 

Nats.—- Messra.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Dickinson,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Langdon,  Robinson,  Rutberfurd,  Sher- 
man, Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative ;  yeas  14,  nays  18— as 
follows : 

Txiks.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  King,  Morris,  Robinson,  Rutberfurd, 
Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Burr.  Butler,  Few,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  laard,  Johnston,  Langdon,  Lee,  Mon- 
roe, and  Read. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  restore  the  second 
section,  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  an  enumera- 
tion to  be  taken  in  the  year  1798,  instead  of  the 
year  1796. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  third 
and  fourth  sections  of  the  bill  as  it  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  this  billpass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de* 
fence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States  ;**  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


WiDifiSDAT,  March  7. 

The  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  Montauk  Point, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  the  fiirther  consideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  **An  act  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1797," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  resolution  agreeing  to 
some,  and  disagreeing  to  other,  amendments  of 
the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and 
other  persona.** 

Tbe  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
on  the  amendments  above  mentioned,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Thursday,  March  8. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stbono,  Lie,  and  Ells- 
worth, be  appointed  a  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  any  alterations  that  ma^  be  necessary  in 
the  mode  of  entering  and  publishing  the  journals 
of  the  Senate. 


The  bill  «ent  from  the  House  of  Representi-  j 
tives,  entitled  '*  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  ! 
for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  | 
militia  throughout  the  United  Sutes,"  was  read  | 
the  second  time.  i 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Gunk,  Burr,  Brablbt,  Dickinson,  and  Stas- 
TON,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


FamAT,  Marcb  9. 
The  following  Message  was  received  firom  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States : 

OerUlemen  of  the  Senate,  attd 

of  th9  Houee  of  Repremntatxvee : 

I  now  lay  before  yon  a  general  account  rendered  bj 
the  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  Amsterdam,  of  thd 
payments  they  have  made  between  the  Ist  of  July,  1790, 
and  1791,  from  the  fund  deposited  in  their  hands,  fcr 
the  purposes  of  the  act  providing  the  mifans  of  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nationa, 
and  of  the  balance  remaining  in  their  hands ;  U^etbsr 
with  a  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Uumi)  Statib,  March  9, 1791 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  resoln- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  tbe  7th 
of  March,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certam 
widows,  orphans,  invalids,  and  other  persons,"  be 
postponed  until  the  managers  of  the  conference  on 
the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  ascertain  and  regalate 
the  claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid  pensions," 
shall  report. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill, 

by  which  the  United  States  shall  assume 

dollars  for  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  make  pro- 
vision by  loan  or  otherwise,  for  the  payment  of 
the  same,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  twenty-one  million  and  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  assumed  as  the  debts  of.  the 
several  States,  in  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  debts  of  the  United  States.** 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table. 


MoNDAT,  March  Id.  ' 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  managers  appointed, 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  conference,  < 
agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  5th  instant,  made  a! 
report ;  which  was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  appointed  toi 
consider  and  report  any  alterations  that  may  he 
necessary  in  the  mode  of  entering  and  publishing 
the  journals  of  the  Senate,  made  a  report ;  w^hi<£ 
was  received  and  read.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  proceeding  of  tbe  Senate,: 
when  not  acting  as  in  a  Committee  of  the  VVTic^e 
House,  be  entered  on  the  journals  as  concisely  as 
possible;  due  care  being  taken  to  detail  a  true'and 
accurate  account  of  the  proceedings. 
I     That  the  titles  of  bills  and  such  parts  thereof 
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only  M  ihall  be  aflfected  hj  propowd  anMndmenfi, 
be  uun^  on  the  journals. 

Ibat  the  Secretary  be  directed,  once  in  each 
week  at  least,  to  fnriiish  one  of  the  printers  of  a 
pnblie  newspaper  with  a  copy  of  the  journals  of 
the  Senate,  while  in  their  Legislative  capacity,  un- 
less otherwise  specially  directed. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

JZmAm^  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  of 
Ameries  bs  requested  to  make  known  to  the  King  of 
the  F^rendi  the  satislsction  with  which  the  Senate  of  the 
Uoited  States  has  reoeived  the  official  communicatioii 
of  his  soeeptance  of  a  Coostitutioo,  which,  it  is  their 
csroeit  wisn,  may  establish,  on  a  solid  basis,  the  free- 
dom and  prospenty  of  the  fVench  nation,  and  the  hap- 
piness sna  glory  of  the  Monarch  presiding  over  it 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
order  assigning  to-morrow  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
atitled  ^  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Bepresentatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
be  reconsidered,  and  to  proceed  at  this  time  in  the 
third  reading  of  the  saia  bilL 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  section,  as  follows : 

*Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hemee  ef  Repre- 
mtlaime  </  the  United  States  ef  America  in  (hngretM 
euembiedt  That,  from  and  after  tho  8d  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1798,  the  House  of  RepreseiitaCives  shall  be 
composed  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  elected 
▼ithio  the  several  States  according  to  the  following  ap- 
portionment :  that  is  to  say,  within  the  State  of  New 
Hampflbire  five,  within  the  State  of  Massachusetis  six- 
teen, within  the  State  of  Vermont  three,  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  two,  within  the  State  of  Connecticut 
cigfat,  within  the  State  of  New  York  eleven,  within  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  six,  within  the  State  of  Penns}rl- 
vsoia  Ibarteen,  withm  the  State  of  Delaware  two,  within 
tlie  State  of  Maryland  nine,  within  the  State  of  Virginia 
twenty-one,  within  the  State  of  Kentucky  two^  within 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  twelve,  within  the  State  of 
Sooth  Csrolina  seven,  and  within  the  State  of  Georgia 
two;" 

It  passed  in  the  aiBrinative ;  yeas  14,  nays  Id- 
as foUows: 

YtAa— Messra  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  Eling,  I^ngdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruth- 
crford,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

NATa — ^Messrs.*  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Qoan,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Isard,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  and  Sherman. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  hist  agreed 
to,  by  inserting  these  words^  after  the  word  *'  ap- 
pertionnient;" 

^  *  ICsde  b^  dividing  the  whole  aggregate  numbers  of 
Uie  people  m  the  Uuted  States  by  thirty  thousand,  and 
ipportioning  them  among  the  several  States  by  that 
ntio,  until  they  nhall  respectively  have  the  number  to 
which  it  wHl  entitle  them,  and  the  residue  of  said  mem- 
bers among  those  States  having  the  highest  fractions  :** 


It  passed  in  the  negative ;  yeas  7,  nays  20— as 
follows : 

Ybas. — Messrs.  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Henry,  Johnston, 
Lee,  Monroe^  and  Morria 

NATa— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Barr,  Butler,  Cabot, 
Ellsworth,  Few,  Foster,  Ounn,  Hawkins,  Isard,  King, 
Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  Sherman,  Stan- 
ton, Strong,  and  Wingate. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  enacting  clause, 
as  follows : 

**  Beit  enacted  6y  the  Senate  and  ffeuee  of  Repreeent' 
ativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreee 
aeeemhledy  That,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  Mardi, 
in  the  vear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  tiie  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  member^  being  one  mem- 
ber for  every  thirty  thousand  persons  within  the  United 
State^  computed  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  who  shaU  be  apportioned  to  and  elect- 
ed within  the  several  States,  according  to  their  respect- 
ive numbers :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  11,  nays  16 — aa 
follows : 

Ykas.— Messra  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  and 
Wingate. 

NAva— Messra  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Isard,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  Rutherfurd,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and  Strong. 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  second  section  aa 
adopted  by  the  Senate  on  Uie  6th  instant,  and  that 
the  title  of  the  bill  be  amended  as  follows : 

"  An  Act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States  according  to  the  first  enumer- 
.Uon.^ 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended? 
It  passed  in  the  affirmative ;  yeas  14,  nays  13 — as 
follows : 

Yiika^Messra  Bassett,  Brsdley,  Bnrr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Lsogdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruth- 
erfurd, Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

NATa—Messrs.  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Ounn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Isard,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  and  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  bill 
as  amended. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurer,  accom- 
panied with  returns  of  the  various  descriptions  of 
vessels  employed  during  the  year  ending  the  30th 
of  September,  1790,  in  the  import  trade  of  wh 
State  at  that  time  comprehended  in  the  Union, 
together  with  the  foreign  phices  from  whence  they 
departed  for  the  United  States.  Also,  the  returns 
exhibiting,  as  far  as  the  public  accounts  admit,  the 
various  species  of  merchandise  imported  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papers  referred  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  March  13. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  Message  from  the 
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Praident  of  the  United  States,  transniittiD^  a  oopj 
of  a  Letter  from  his  Most  Christiaii  Majes^  to  tub 
United  States  of  America. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  postpone 
this  motion,  in  order  to  take  np  the  following : 

"*  Retolv^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  informed  that  the  Senate  hare  received  with  satisfac- 
tion the  official  intelligence  that  the  King  of  the  French 
has  accepted  the  Constitution  presented  to  him  hj  the 
National  Assemblj,  and  are  highlj  mtified  by  every 
event  that  promotes  the  freedom  and  pfoeperity  of  the 
French  nation  and  the  happiness  and  glory  of  their 
King." 

It  passed  in  the  aegatire ;  yeas  d,  nays  21-hi8 
follows: 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Oabot»  Ellsworth,  King, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

NATa — Measra  Bradley,  Barr,  Butler,  Carroll,  Dick- 
inson, Few,  Foster,  Qunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston, 
Isard,  Laittdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  Robinson, 
RutherfarC  Stanton,  and  Sherman. 

The  original  motion,  being  amended,  was  agreed 
to.    Whereupon,  it  was 

Beaoked,  That  the  President  he  requested  to 
make  known  to  the  King  of  the  French,  that  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  have  received  with 
the  highest  satisfaction  the  official  communication 
of  his  acceptance  of  a  Constitution  which,  it  is 
their  earnest  wish,  may  establish,  on  a  solid  basis, 
the  fireedom  and  prosperity  of  the  French  nation, 
and  the  happiness  and  glory  of  the  Monarch  pre- 
siding over  it 

Wendbsdat,  March  14. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  Message  iA  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  the  Letter  from  his  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, be  signed  by  the  Vice  President,  and  laid 
Wore  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Secretary. 

A  message  firom  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
'  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  and  to  continue,  for  a  longer  time, 
an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Georgia,  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  so  far  as  the 
same  respects  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  f  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  I'eport  of  the  managers  of  the  conference 
on  the  matters  of  disagreement  between  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain 
and  regulate  the  claims  to  half  pay  and  to  invalid 
pensions,**  was  again  read^  and  agreed  to. 

Ruohed,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill,  to  which  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives have  disagreed  \  and  agree  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  inserting,  between  the  fourth 
and  fifth  sections,  a  section,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

^And  be  it  fwrihtt  tfuuUd^  That  the  Clerk  of  the 
District  Court  in  each  district  shall  publish  this  act  in 
such  manner  as  the  Judge  of  the  District  Court  shall 
think  effectual,  to  give  general  information  thereof  to  the 


pebjpAe  of  the  Distriei ;  and  shall  gite  like  infitraatioQ 
of  the  tiroes  and  places  of  holdioe  the  Circuit  Oonrtsia 
svch  district  And,  in  districis  wherein  a  drcuit  court  ii 
not  directed  by  law  to  be  Jbolden,  the  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  ex- 
ercise all  the  powers  ^i  ven  by  this  a^  to  the  respective 
Circuit  Courts.  And  itdiall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Courts  respectivelj  dtu*ing  the  term  of 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  remain  at  the 
place  where  the  said  courts  shall  be  holden  five  days,  at 
the  least,  from  the  tisae  of  opening  the  session  i  thereof 
that  persons  disisbled  as  aferessid  soar  have  fuU  oppor* 
tunity  lo  make  their  application  lor  tM  folief  propcsed 
by  this  set" 

Mr.  BuTLSB  reported,  from  the  omnmittoe  on 
the  petition  of  Moaeo  Yonng,  as  follows : 

*<  That  they  have  folly  examined  the  evidencea  ef  hb 
claim,  and  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  founded  in  justice, 
lliey,  therefore,  recommend  that  he  may  have  credit  for 
his  salary  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  s 
year,  for  the  time  he  was  ei^gaged  or  employed  in  me 
public  service,  and  that  the  sums  received  l^hisattor 
ney  be  deducted  therefrom.'* 

'  On  motion  to  agree  to  the  report,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

TRtTRSDAT,  March  15. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bOl  to  erect  a  light- 
honse  on  Montank  Point,  in  the  State  of  Xew  York, 
was  resumed,  and  sundry  amendments  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  recommitted,  with 
instruction  to  report  such  further  amendments  as, 
on  inquiry,  may  be  found  requisite. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Represents* 
tires,  entitled  '*  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  tiie  State  of  Mary* 
land,  and  to  continue,  for  a  longer  time,  an  act 
dtelarine  the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts 
of  the  States  of  Maryknd,  Georgia,  and  JRhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  so  far  as  the 
same  respects  the  States  of  Georgia,  and  Bhode 
Island  and  Proridenoe  Plantations,"  waa  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  qnanimona  con- 
sent, that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  aeoond  and 
third  times. 

BeBoked,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Fkidat,  Maroh  Ifi. 

Orderid^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con* 
sider  and  report  what  may  be  necessary  to  preyent 
the  sufferings  of  persona  imprisoned  for  dobt,  on 
judgmenta  rendorad  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Lee,  and 
Strong,  be  the  committee. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasuiy,  with  a 
return  of  the  exports  from  the  United  States  for 
one  ^ear,  ending  the  30th  of  September,  1791,  ex- 
hibiting the  islands  and  countries  to  which  those 
exports  have  been  shipped. 

&f  r.  Burr,  from  the  conmiittee  to  whom  was  re- 
committed the  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  Men- 
tank  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  reported 
amendments ;  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  lull  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
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MoNDAT,  March  19. 

A  petitum  of  Edward  DanreU,  attorney  to  The- 
odore Godet,  administrator  to  Thomas  Nelmes, 
was  preiented  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
I  vessel  and  cai^  of  rice,  said  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  ,Umted  States  durinf^  the  kte 
war. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  examine  and  report 
tbereoQ  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Montaok 
Point,  in  the  State  of  Kew  xork,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Raolped^  That  this  bill  pasa^  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
seotatiTes  in  this  bill 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  cxf  the 
7th  of  March,  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  or- 
phaosi  bvalida^  and  other  person&** 

Resoited^  That  the  .Senate  insist  on  all  their 
amendments  to  the  first  section,  except  the  last, 
from  which  they  recede ;  and  that  they  insist  on 
their  last  amendment  to  the  fourth  section. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate^  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives disaeree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  enumeration;  and 
making  provision  for  another  enumeration,  and  an 
apportionment  of  Representatives  ithcreon,  to  com- 
pose the  House  of  Representatives  after  the  8d 
day  of  March,  1797,'*  and  desire  a  conference  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  said  amendments,  having 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
put  They  recede  firom  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*' An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlemekit  of  the  elaiais 
of  widows  mod  orphans  barred  by.  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  invalid  pensions." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conskler  the  resola- 
tioB  Qf  the  House  of  R^resentatives,  disagreeing 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled **  An  ad  for  an  apportionmeiit  of  Representa- 
tires  among  the  seveiml  States  according  to  the 
lint  enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  ano- 
ther enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives Uiereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Re- 
presoitativea  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797,"  and 
deniing  a  conforenoe. 

Retoived^  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  confor- 
eooe,  and  that  Messrs.  Ellbwosth,  Burb,  and 
BoTLia,  be  the  man^em  thereof  on  tiie  part  of 
the  Senate. 

Ur.  Ellswostb,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
reported  a  further  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  persons  under  particular  circumstances,  haired 
by  the  Kmitations  heretofore  establisdied ;  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Re9olved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

"Mt,  Shksiian,  from   tiie  committee  appointed 


for  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  for  fixing  the  com- 
pensations of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  in  Congress. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  a  second  reading. 

TOKSDAY,  March  20. 

The  bill  for  fixing  the  compemsations  of  the  Door- 
keepers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and, 
being  amended,  ordered  to  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GuNN*  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  refeired  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectu- 
ally to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States ;  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  bo 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnston  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill' 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  certain  of  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Johnston,  Shbrman,  and  Stbono,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  that  it  be  an  instruc- . 
tlon  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  clause  to 
establish  such  rotation  in  the  attendance  of  the 
judges  at  the  circuit  courts  as  inay  besjt  apportion 
the  burden,  and  not  impede  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  office. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons;*'  and  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  persons  under  particular  circumstances  barred 
by  the  limitations  heretofore  established.** 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the. 
President  of  the  United  States : 

OetUlemen  of  the  SeruUe,  and 

of  the  Haute  of  Repreaentatives : 
The  several  acts  whidi  have  been  passed  relatively  to 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  do  not  appear  to  have  made 
provision  for  more  than  one  Brigadier- General :  it  is  in- 
comboit  upon  me  to  observe,  that,  with  a  view  merely 
to  the  organisation  of  the  troops  designated  by  those 
acts,  a  greater  number  of  officers  of  that  grade  woold, 
in  my  opinion,  be  eooducive  to  the  g«M>d  of  the  pablic 
servioe.  But  an  inerease  of  the  number  becom<*s  still 
more  desirable,  in  reference  to  a  different  organisation 
which  is  contemplated,  pursuant  to  the  authority  vested 
in  me  for  that  purpose,  and  which,  besides  other  advan- 
tages expected  from  it,  is  recommended  by  coosidera- 
tiona  of  economy.  I  therefore  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  take  this  subject  iato  your  early  considera- 
tion, and  to  adopt  such  measures  thereon  as  you  shall 

judge  proper. 

•*  ^   *^   *^  O.  WASHINGTON. 

UmiBD  Statb,  Mardi  80, 1798. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  be 
refbrred  to  Messrs.  Buna,  Gunn,  and  Hawkins*  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 
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Wbdnbsdat,  March  21. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Claxton,  praying  an  annual 
salary  as  an  assistant  Doorkeeper ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  fixing  the  compensations  of  the 
Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Confess,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  insert  these  wofds,  **  and  that  the 
assistant  Doorkeeper  to  each  House  shall  be  al- 
lowed, in  full  compensation  for  his  senrices  in  sud 
office,  fonr  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,** 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  '*  An  act 
for  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress.** 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  **  An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by  establishine 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States, 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnston,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
certain  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
reported  sundnr  amendments;  which  report  was 
read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Thvbsdat,  March  22. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
tled "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States,**  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole ;  and,  after  progress,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  from  the  managers 
of  the  conference  on  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provision 
for  another  enumeration,  and  an  apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representetives  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797  ;** 
that  they  had  conferred  with  the  numagers  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  had  come  to  no  agreement 

On  motion  to  insist  on  the  amendment  to  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  above  mentioned,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  14,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Basaett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Ells- 
worth, Foster,  King,  Langdon,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruther- 
ford, Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wiogate. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Butler,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Few, 
Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izard,  Johnston,  Lee,  Monroe, 
Morris,  and  Sherman. 

On  motion  to  recede  from  all  the  amendments 
to  the  bill,  subsequent  to  the  first  section,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  9,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Teas.— MessrsL  Carroll,  Few,  Gunn,  Hawkina,  Hen- 
ry, Ixard,  Johnston,  Lee,  and  Monroe. 


Vatb.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buir,  Oabot,  Dick- 
inson, Ellsworth,  Foster,  Kiog,  Langdon,  Morris,  Retd, 
Robinson,  Rutherford,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  tod 
Wii^ate. 

On  moUon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  all  the 
amendmente  subsequent  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  above  mentioned. 

A  petition  of  Augustus  Christian  Geo.  Bhofaa 
was  presented  and  read,  prating  encouragement 
in  the  prosecution  of  certain  discoveries  respecting 
**  the  fundamental  law  that  rules  our  solar  system, 
together  with  the  cause  of  the  motions  and  virii- 
tions  of  the  maenetic  needle;  and  for  compenst- 
tion  for  a  Supply  of  arms  to  the  United  States 
dnrinK  the  late  war.** 

Oraered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  certuo  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Stat^  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  beine  amended,  it  was 

Reeolted,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^*  An  act  for 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  conrts  to 
certain  districts  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  BuBA,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stites 
of  the  20th  instant,  reported  a  bill  supplemental  to 
the  act  for  making  further  and  more  effectual  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  fix»ntiers  of  the 
United  States ;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Fridat,  March  28. 

The  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  ww  read  the 
second  time ;  and  being  amended,  was  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  third  reading. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,  and  it  was  so  read, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moaais,  seconded  by  tfr. 
Dicxmsoif ,  the  petitions  of  the  **  Societies  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,"  resident  in  New  England, 
in  the  States  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  of 
New  Jersey,  of  Delaware,  of  Maiyland,  of  Vt^ 
ginia,  and  of  North  Carolina,  were  severally  read, 
pricing  exemption  from  militia  duty. 

Ordiared,  That  the  petitions  lie  on  the  teble. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  **  An  act  mora 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
eateblishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,"  was  resumed,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole ;  and,  after  progress,  the  further  ooo* 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed. 


MoNOAT,  March  26. 

Mr.  Stbono  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois 
and  Wabash  land  companies:  which  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 
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A  motioD  was  made  by  Mr.  Mokbos,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Lex,  as  follows : 

^Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  rale,  that  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  whilst 
the  Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  their  Legislative  capa- 
city, except  on  such  occasions  as  in  their  judgment 
may  reqmre  secrecy;  and  that  this  rule  shall  com- 
mence and  be  in  force  on  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress  ;**  and  it  passed  in  the  negative 
—yeas  8,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Teas.— MesBTB.  Butler,  CarroU,  Foster,  Hawkins, 
Johnston,  King,  Lee,  and  Monroe. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Dickmson, 
Ellsworth,  Few,  Gunn,  Henry,  Isard,  Lanedon,  Read, 
RohiinQii,  B;iitherfard,  Sherman,  Staotoo,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled **  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States ;"  and,  after  pro- 
gress, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "^  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating 
the  coins  of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tiie 
Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  conrideration  the  said  me»- 
nge;  and, 

Rescivedf  That  they  diaagree  to  the  amendment 
to  the  bill  therein  mentioned. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitlcMl  ^  An  aet  supplemental 
to  the  aet  for  making  further  and  more  effectual 
provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States.** 

Rescited^  That  they  agree  to  the  said  amend- 
ment 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  finishing  the  lighthouse  on  Bald- 
head,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,'*  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ■*  An  aet  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  of  a 
tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes,** 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
second  reading. 

Tuesday,  March  27. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  of  a 
tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes," 
was  read  the  second  time;  and  the  petition,  and 
other  papers  on  which  it  waa  founded,  being 
read. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Strovg,  Lbe,  and  Read,  to  conaider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  Uie  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 


they  adhere  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill  estab- 
lishing a  Mint,  and  reguUting  the  coins  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Resolvedt  That  the  Senate  recede  from  thdr  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represents^, 
tives,  entitled  **  An  act  for  finishing  the  light-house 
on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river,  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Johhstost, 
LAaoDON,  and  Shebm ah,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Cabot  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis-. 
lature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  Knowles  and  others,  late  regimen- 
tal paymasters  and  agents  of  that  State's  quota  of 
the  continental  army ;  whieh  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en-; 
titled  **  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States  r  and,  after  progress, 
adyourned. 

Wbdnssdat,  Biarch  98. 

Mr.  JoHNSTOH  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  **  An  act  for  finishing  the 
light-house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear, 
river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;"  and  it  was 
accordingly  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to  Congress 
at  theur  next  session,  the  ezpedienoy  of  erecting  a 
light-house  on  Ocracock  island,  or  elsewhere  near 
the  entrance  of  Ocracock  inlet,  and  an  estimate  of 
the  nrobable  expense. 

Mr.  Izard  presented  the  petition  of  Laurens 
Manning,  an  officer  in  the  Soutn  Carolina  line  of  the 
late  army,  praying  to  be  allowed  his  commutation ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  be  referred  to 
Messrs,  Izard,  Sherm ah,  and  Kieg,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Morris,  Kikg,  and  Cabot, 
be  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  compensating  the 
services  of  the  late  George  Gibson. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **  An  act  more  eflfectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establiahing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States;**  and,  after  agreeing 
to  sundry  amendments,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. Ordered,  that  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading. 

Thursdat,  March  39. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,^  wss  read  the  third 
time* 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  further  to  amend  the 
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InU,  m  follows;  to  strike  oat  the  proviso  at  the  end 
of  the  firat  section,  to  wit : 

"  Provided  always.  That  if  any  person,  enrolled  as 
alNeasid,  Bhall,  br  a  majority  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
mimeot  to  whidi  he  mmy  belong,  be  deemed  and  ad- 
judged nnable  to  porchase  the  arms  and  aooontrements 
required  by  this  act,  he  thaU.be  ezcnsed  from  a  Ibrfeit- 
ore  of  any  defideney  theiein,  until  he  can  procure 
them,  or  until  they  are  prorided  for  him." 

To  expunge  these  words  from  section  7,  "  and  the 
said  Adjutant  General  shall  have  the  rank  of  a  Briga- 
dier in  the  militia.** 

Also,  these  woids,  section  8,  "prescribed  to  the  late 
army  of  the  United  States  by  the  then  Major  Qeneral' 
Baron  Steuben,"  so  that  the  paragraph  be  read  as  fol- 
lows: Sxa  2.  AndU  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
rales  of  discipline  approveo  and  established  by  Con- 
cress,  in  their  resolution  of  the  twentr-ninth  day  of 
Mardii  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
shall  be  the  rules  of  dieeipUne  to  be  observed  by  the 
militia  throughout  the  United  Stotea" 

It  was  also  agreed  to  expunge  the  16th  section, 
to  wit: 

.*■  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  anv  State  from  estab^ 
lishing  such  further  regulations  for  toe  more  effectually 
training  their  militia,  according  to  the  foregoii^  rules 
of  discipline,  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  think 
proper  to  direct" 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RtrrKSRFURl),  seconded  by  l(r. 
Lie,  to  add  the  following  proviso  to  an  amendment 
agreed  on  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  the  laat 
section  of  the  bill : 

"  And  wrmded  further.  Thai  no  sentence  of  a  conrt 
martial  snail  extend  to  the  taking  of  life  or  limb^  or  to 
any  corporal  punishment,  except  in  case  an  officer  or 
pnvate  shall  bold  a  traitorous  correspondence  with  the 
enemy,  or  shall  desert,  or  attempt  to  desert,  to  them,  or 
shall  misbehaye  in  time  of  action,  or  shamefully  aban< 


don  any  post,  or  shall  speak  words  inducing  o&ers  to 
offend  m  any  of  the  foregoing  instance* ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question, Shall  this  bill  pass, as  amended? 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  23,  nays  U 
as  follows: 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Oabot,  Carroll, 
Ellsworth,  Few,  Foster,  Gnnn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Uard, 
Johnston,  King,  Langdon,  Lee^  Monroe,  Read,  Robin- 
son, Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  voted  in  the  negative. 


Friday,  March  30. 

The  ViCB  Presideht  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Thomas  Fielder,  representing  that  there 
are  eertain  deficiencies  in  the  ''present  laws  respect- 
ing exclusive  privileges  to  original  inventors ;"  which 
waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Cabot,  Izard,  and  Sher- 
MAH,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of, 
and,  if  they  think  proper,  to  report  a  Dill  respect- 
ing fVigitiTes  from  justice,  and  from  the  service  of 
masters. 

Reioivedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  procure,  and  deposit  in  his  office,  the 
laws  of  the  several  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


MoNDAT,  April  3. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported,  from  the  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;  which  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Izard,  Morris,  and  Larg- 
dor,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  further  to  ex- 
tend  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids,  and 
for  the  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers." 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wss 
refeiTcd  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  ^An  set  ascertaining  the  bounds 
of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves 
Symmes,**  reported  an  amendment,  which  wss 
agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  resding. 

TuRSDAT,  April  3. 

Ordertd^  That  Messrs.  Kiiio,  Stbovo,  and  Ells- 
woRTB,  be  a  committee  to  consider  and  report 
whether  any,  and  what,  alterationa  are  necessary  to 
be  made  in  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  sod 
War  Departments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^  An  act  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  of  a 
trspt  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves  Syrames,* 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  farther  consider- 
ation thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt  wss  read  the  second  time;  and,  beinff  amend- 
ed, the  bUl  waa  ordered  to  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Wednesdat,  April  4. 

The  bill  sent  from  tlie  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  *^  An  act  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  of  a 
tract  of  land  pnichased  by  John  Cleves  Symmes," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolvfdt  That  this  bill  pass  aa  amended. 

The  bill  for.  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  to  insert  these  words  in  lieu  of  the 
second  section : 

**That  persona  imprisoned  as  aforesaid  shell  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  allowance  for  support  as  debtors  one- 
fined  in.  the  same  jails  by  executions  issuing  from  the 
courts  of  such  States  are.  entitled  to  by  the  hws  of  the 
same,  subject  to  the  like  regulations  and  restrictions ;" 

It  passed  in  the  nesative.   . 

ReMolved,  That  thb  bill  psas ;  that  it  be  enmased ; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  **  An  act  for  uie  relief 
of  jMrsons  imprisoned  for  debt.^ 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  joining  the  Secretary,  Comptroller,  and 
Auditor,  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Izard  reported  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  relative  to 
We^ts  and  Measures. 
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Oriertdf  Thfttthe  repoK  be  printed  for  the  use 

of  the  Senate. 


Tbubsdat,  April  6. 

The  consideration  of  the  motion  made  yesterdajr, 
"that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  joining  the  Secretary,  Comptroller,  and  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United 
SUtes  and  the  individual  States,**  was  farther  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  luMD  reported,  from  the  oommittoe  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose,  a  bill  supplementary  to  tne  act 
for  the  estaMianment  and  support  of  li8;ht*house& 
betoons,  boojiy  and  public  piers ;  which  was  read 
tile  first  time,  and  <Mxlered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motioii,  that  it  be 
Beioheif  That  Oon^ress  will  adjourn  on  Satur> 
of  April,  mstant ;" 


for  this  porpoie,  sot  ezoeeding 
flnayed  by  the  pabliix 


doUarBfbe  de- 


^y,  the  14th 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  consideration  of 
this  motion  be  postponed  until  to>morrow ;  which 
pSHed  in  the  n^tiTe. 

On  motion  that  a  eoonnittee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  House  ef  Representatives  may  ap- 
point on  their  part,  on  the  day  proper  for  Congress 
to  dose  the  piesent  session ;  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tire. 

On  motion^  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first  noo- 
tion  on  this  subject     Whereupon, 

Bmked,  That  Congress  will  M|jouni  on  Tues- 
daj,  the  17th  day  of  April,  instant 

A  message  from  the  House  of'  Representatives 
infonned  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  biU,  entitled  *"  An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
boQods  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Cleves 
Sjmmes  ;'*  and  that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
*^  An  act  to  compensate  the  Coiporation  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Grammar  School  and  Academy 
of  Wflmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the 
oecapataon  of^  and  damages  done  to  the  said  school 
daring  the  laie  war;  in  which  they  desire  the 
ooncnrrence  of 'the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
sod  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  solject  of  Weights  and  Measures  was 
read,  as  follows: 

1.  That  it  b  their  opinion,  the  etandard  for  the  Mea- 
aores  and  Weighto  of  the  United  States  be  an  oniform 
c|UDdrical  rod  of  iron,  of  such  length  as,  in  latitude  45o 
to  the  levd  of  the  ocean,  and  in  a  cellar  of  oniform  nat- 
ubI  temperature,  shall  perform  its  vibrations  in  small 
and  equal  arcs,  in  one  Moood  of  mean  time. 

8.  That  the  Pvesadent  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
qoestcd  to  have  such  a  standard  rod  provided ;  that  it 
be  prepared  with  all  the  aocaracy  which  the  importance 
of  the  object  merits,  and  circumstances  admit ;  that  this 
bs  done  either  by  actual  experiments  under  the  parallel 
of  46^  of  latitude  complete,  or  by  actual  experiments, 
rectified  by  due  allowances,  udon  any  other  parallel, 
where  a  superiority  of  means  ibr  accurate  experiment 
msj  promise  on  the  whole  greater  truth  in  the  result 

8.  That  the  expenses  of  Uie  measures  he  shall  adopt 


4.  That  the  standard  rod  so  to  be  provided,  shall  be 
xlivided  into  five  equal  part^one  of  which,  lo  be  ealled 
a  foot,  shall  be  the  unit  of  measuree  of  les^gth  for  the 
United  Staten 

That  the  foot  shall  be  divided  into  10  inches,  the  inch 
into  10  lines,  the  line  into  10  poinii ;  and  that  10  foot 
make  a  decad,  10  decads  a  rooa,  10  roods  a  furlong,  and 
10  furlongs  a  mile. 

6.  That  measures  of  surface  in  the  United  States  be 
made  by  squares  of  the  measuree  of  length ;  and  that 
in  the  case  of  lands,  the  unit  shall  be  a  square^  whereof 
every  side  shall  be  100  foot,  to  be  oalled  a  rood;  thai 
each  rood  be  divided  into  tenths  and  hundredths ;  that 
10  roods  make  a  double  acre ;  .and  10  dooUe  aorss  a 
square  furlong. 

6.  That  the  unit  of  measures  of  cuacity  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  a  eohic  foot,  to  be  caUeda  bushel,  that 
each  bushel  be  divided  into  10  pottles ;  each  pottle  into 
10  demi  pints ;  each  demi  pint  into  10  metres;  that  10 
bushels  be  a  quarter ;  and  10  quarters  a  last  or  double 
ton. 

7.  That  the  unit  of  weights  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
a  cobie  inch  of  rain  water,  to  be  oalled  an  ounce,  and 
to  be  measured  and  weighed  in  a  cellar  of  uniform  na- 
tural temperatare ;  that  the  ounce  be  divided  into  10 
double  scruples;  the  dooblescmple  into  1ft  carats ;  the 
carats  into  10  minims  or  demi  grains ;  the  minims  into . 
10  mites ;  that  10  ounces  make  a  pound ;  10  pounda  a 
stone ;  10  stones  a  quintal ;  10  qamtals  a  hogsheaidi 

OrdemL,  That  the  eonsideratioti  ef  this  Report 
be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


FaiDAT,  April  6. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Represents- 
tives^  entiUed  ^*  An  act  to  oompensnte  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Grammar  School 
and  Academy  ef  Wihnington,  hi  the  State  of  Dek- 
ware,  for  the  occupation  of^  and  damages  done  to, 
the  said  school  during  th6  late  war,"  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  (mUrsd^  that  this  bOl  pass  to 
the  third  readine. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  establish*, 
ment  and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  public  piers,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
amended. 

it  was  agreed  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

BetalMd,  That  this  bOI  pass ;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed; and  that  the  titie  tiiereof  be  **An  act 
supplementarr  to  the  act  for  the  establishment  of 
light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers.*' 

A  message  from  tiie  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senati^  that  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatvves  have  passed  the  bill  sent  firom  the  Senate, 
entitied  ^  An  act  for  fixing  the  compensations  or 
the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  Congress,**  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author' 
izing  tiie  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to 
the  Ohio  company  ef  associates,"  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
.  The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
I  second  reading. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*An  act  for  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives  in  Congress.'*    Whereupon, 

jBe9olvedy  That  thev  ftgree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment, and  that  they  disagree  to  the  other  amend- 
ment, proposed  as  an  additional  section. 

Monday,  April  9. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent  firom  the  House 
of  Bepresentatires,  entitled  "  An  act  to  compensate 
the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Grammar 
School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  late  war,'*  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  *'  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and  couTey- 
ance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of  asso- 
ciates,** was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
RuTHiaruBD,  Gunn,  and  Shbbman,  to  oonsider  and 
report  thereon. 

A  message  was  received  fiiom  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatiTes,  notiiying  the  Senate  that  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes  among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  first  enumeration,**  had  been  returned  to  that 
House,  by  the  PassiDBiiT,  with  the  following  objec- 
tions: 


**  let  The  Ooostitution  has  prescribed  that  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States  aocordiDg  to  their  respective  numbers ;  and  there 
is  no  one  proportion  or  divisor,  which,  appUed  to  the 
respective  nambeia  of  the  States,  will  yieU  the  number 
ana  allotment  of  Representatives  proposed  by  the  bill. 
2d.  The  Coostitatioo  has  also  provided,  that  the  number 
of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  Sae  thirtv  thou- 
sand ;  which  restriction  is,  tnr  the  context,  and  by  fiur 
and  obvious  coostructioo,  to  be  applied  to  the  separate 
and  respective  numbers  of  the  States ;  and  the  bill  has 
allotted  to  ei^t  of  the  States  more  than  one  ibr  thirty 
thousand.** 

And  that,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill  two- 
thirds  of  that  House  did  not  agree  to  pass  the  same. 

The  House  of  Representatives  further  notified 
the  Senate,  that  they  concur  in  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buo^s, 
and  public  piers,**  with  an  amendment,  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  Also, 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  fix>m 
their  Ust  amendment  to  the  bill  sent  fix>m  the 
Senate,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  fixing  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  in  Congress.**  And,  that  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  concur  in  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  liriit- 
house  on  Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New 
York.** 

The  VicB  pBBSinBMT  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
memorial  of  Joseph  Ceracchi,  stating  the  terms  on 
which  he  would  begin  the  execution  of  the  Na- 
tional monument,  mentioned  in  his  memorial  of 


October  last ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  bill  sent  fix>m  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
supplementarv  to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and 
support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,**  was  read. 

JSetohed^  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 

TussDAT,  April  10. 

Mr.  Kino,  firom  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tions are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  acts  establish- 
ing the  Treasury  and  War  Departments,  reported  a 
biU;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Fielder  was  read,  stat- 
ing, that  he  had  invented  an  appantoa  for  lacilitat- 
ing  navigation,  and,  having  beoi  at  considerable  ex- 
pense, praying  the  aid  of  Government  to  enable 
him  to  improve  his  plan. 

Ordered^  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  com- 
pensate the  Coiporation  of  Trustees  of  the  PuUic 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in 
the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the  occapatk>n  o(^  and 
damages  done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  faUe 
war,**  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Lamooon,  Riad,  and 
MovaoE,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  nuMsage  ftom  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  concerning  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,'*  with  amendmenta  Also,  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  alter- 
inpf  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  in  cer- 
tain districts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,'*  with  amendments;  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  And  they 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  several  States  ac- 
cording to  the  first  enumeration  ;**  and  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  the  time  heretofore 
granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  certain 
teas  imported  after  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;"  to 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concuirenoe  of  tiie 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  apportioning  Representatives 
among  the  several  States  according  to  the  first  enu- 
meration,'* was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent, 
that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  second  and  third 
times. 

Reeoked,  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  concenung  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls.** 

Resolved^  That  they  concur  in  the  said  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  took^into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  i^tering  the  times  for  hold- 
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ing  the  circuit  courts  in  districts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  ;*^  and  concurred  in 
the  said  amendments. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties 
on  certain  teas  imported  after  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  hy  unanimous 
consent,  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  hill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Kino,  Morris,  and  Lakodon,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

.  Wboiiudat,  April  11. 

The  bill,  respecting  alterations  necessary  to  be 
made  in  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

Mr.  MoBRiB  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Wilson  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Ulinois  and 
Wabash  land  company,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
eoansd,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Se- 
nate to  whom  their  petition  of  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber last  was  referred. 

Orderedy  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  Migor  General 
Nathaniel  Green,  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into 
by  him  during  the  late  war." 

Mr.  Lanodon  reported,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  compen- 
sate the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Grammar 
School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  late  war.*' 

Hetohedy  That  the  Senate  concur  with  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  in  this  bill. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  indemnify  the  es- 
tate of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Green, 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  during  the 
iate  war,**  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Thursday,  April  19. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  '^An  act  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the 
late  General  Nathaniel  Green,  for  a  certain  bond 
entered  into  by  him  during  the  late  war,"  was 
referred  to  Messrs.  Izard,  Cabot,  Strong,  Johk- 
8T0K,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  petition  of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  by  Jona- 
than Dayton,  his  agent,  was  read,  praying  to  have 
the  same  mdulgencies  extended  to  him  and  his 
associates,  as  are  granted,  or  about  to  be  granted, 
to  the  Ohio  company,  in  respect  to  their  fiiture 
payments  for  lands  purchased  of  the  U.  States. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respecting  alterations  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  De-< 


partments;  and,  after  progress,  the  fhrther  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed. 

The  petition  of  Charles  Colvill  and  John  Ro- 
bertson was  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  certain 
sums  advanced  by  their  friends  to  redeem  them 
from  captivity  at  Algiers;  also,  that  Congress 
would  takb  into  consideration  the  situation  of 
Captain  0*Brien  and  his  crew ;  and  of  the  crew 
of  the  schooner  Maria,  whereof  Isaac  Stephens 
was  ma^er,  remaining  ;n  slavery. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RuTHERFVRD,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates,"  re- 
ported sundry  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

FRroAT,  April  18. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bfll  respecting  alterations  necessary  to  be  made  in 
the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments, and,  after  progress,  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  Agreed  to  all  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,*  entitled  '*An  act  more  ef- 
fectually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,"  except  the  two  last,  to  which  they 
disagree. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fix>m  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hcmee  of  Repreeentativee : 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  lay  before  you  a  commu- 
nication of  the  11th  instant  from  the  Bfinister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  Great  Britain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State» 
relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  two  countneSf  together 
with  their  eiplaoatury  correepondenoe,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  8  letter  to  me  on  the  subject 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UMrrsD  Statis,  April  18, 1792. 

The  message  and  pikers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  *'An  act  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishine 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States. 

On  motion  to  recede  from  the  amendments,  it 
passed  in  the  negaithra. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rbad  presented  a  deed  executed  by  the 
Senators  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  "  transferring 
to  the  United  States  the  rifl^t  of  that  State  of  and 
in  the  liffht-house  of  Cape  Henlopen,  and  piers  at 
Reeden  Iskind,  with  all  necessary  jurisdiction  over 
the  same." 


Saturday,  April  14. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  bill  sent 
fh>m  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An 
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act  authorizing  the  grant  and  convejance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of  associates,**  and 
the  amendments  reported  thereon  hy  the  commit- 
tee; and,  after  dehate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  alterations  necessary  to  be  made  in 
the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments ;  and,  alter  debate,  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed.  • 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend' 
ments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  tJnited  States  j 
and,  on  motion  to  recede  therefrom,  it  passed  m 
the  negative. 

Ordered,,  Thtit  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

MoMDAT,  April  16. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

O€ntlem0n  of  tht  Senate^  and 

of  tht  HoH%e  of  JHepreiienttUivei  : 

1  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Judges 
of  the  Oircuat  Court  of  the  United  States,  held  for  the 
New  York  district ;  and  their'  opinion  and  agreement 
respecting  the  **  Act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limi- 
tations heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions." 

G.  WASHIKGTON. 

Unitcd  Statu,  April  10, 1792. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  He  on  the  tabla 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  bv  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  bv  establishing 
an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  Statea^ 

On  motion  to  insist  Uiereon,  it  passed  in  tlie 
negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  fUrther  con- 
sideration of  the  amendments  to  this  bUl  be  post- 
poned. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **An  act  authoriang  the  grant  and  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of 
associates  ;**  and  the  report  of  the  committee  being 
read, 

On  the  question  to  amend  the  bill  as  reported,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  section  of 
the  bill,  as  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  wit: 

**  Sco.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent be,  and  he  hereby  is,  further  aoUiorixed  and  em- 
powered, by  letters  patentt  as  aforesaid,  to  grant  and 
convey  to  the  said  Rufus  Putnam,  Hanassah  Cutler, 
Robert  Oliver,  and  Griffin  Greene,  and  to  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  in  trust  for  the  uses  above 
expressed,  a  further  quantity  of  one  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land :  Frovided  alwayt,  nevertheleu,  That  the 


said  erant  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  shall  be  made 
on  the  express  condition  of  beoomiiv  void,  for  sodi 
part  thereof  as  the  said  oompany  shaU  not  have,  witb- 
m  five  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  conveyed  ki 
fee  simple,  as  a  bounty,  and  free  of  expense,  in  tvaets 
of  one  hundred  aeres,  to  each  male  person,  not  Isss 
than  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  an  actual  settler  at 
the  time  of  such  conveyance." 

It  passed  in  the  aflSrmative  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Foster,  Ixard,  I^ng- 
don,  Lee,  Morris,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and 
Wingate.— 11. 

NAva — Messrs.  Burr,  Camoll,  Ellsworth,  Few,  Owm, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Moproa,  Read,  and  Ru- 
therfurd. — 11. 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  Yici 
Pkbsident  determined  the  question  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  the  fifth  wctioiiy  to 
wit: 

"Ssa  6.  And  U  it  fitrther  enaeted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  he  Mreby  is,  authorised  and  empow* 
ered  to  grant  and  convey,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  oora- 
|>anyof  associates,  in  the  proportion  of  their  reepeetiTC 
rights  and  interests,  the  residue  of  the  said  one  milUoa 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land :  ProvidSod^  The 
said  company,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  their  agents,  shall, 
within  six  years  from  tlie  passing  of  this  act,  pay  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  therefor,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  with  the  interest  there- 
of, Provided,  neverUteieM^  That  bounty  warrants  lor 
land  may  be  received  in  payment  for  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  said  tract  which  shall  remain  after  dedoet- 
mg  the  reserved  lota" 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass*  to  a  third  reading. 

TvssDAV,  April  17. 

The  Vice  President  requested  and  obtained 
leave  of  absence  from  the  Senate,  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session,  on  account  of  the  ill  state  of  his 
own  health  and  that  of  his  family. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  respecting  alterations  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments. 

On  motion  to  agrcci  to  the  twelfth  section,  being 
amended  as  follows : 

*'SMa  12.  And  ]be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  compensations  allowed  to  the  Comptroller, 
Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Register  of  the  Treasury,  by 
the  '  Act  for  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Executive 
officers  of  Government,  their  assistants  and  clerks,' 
and  to  the  Attorney  General,  by  *  the  act  for  allowing 
certain  compensations  to  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
other  Courts,  and  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,'  the  said  officers,  .respectively,  shall  be 
allowed  the  following  yearly  sums,  via:  The  Comp- 
troller, four  hundred  dollars ;  the  Auditor,  four  hun- 
dred dollars ;  the  Treasurer,  four  hundred  dollars ;  the 
Register,  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, fwur  hundred  dollars." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  20,  nays  8,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Burr,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Elk- 
worth,  Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,   Isard, 
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Johnftoii,  Luigdoo,  Lee,  Mooroe^  Hoirii^  Resd,  Sher- 
man, StaotoQ,  and  Strong. 
Nati. — Meanra.  Bradley;  RobinsoD,  and  Wmgata 

It  was  agreed  by  unanimous  oonsent,  that  this 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Oo  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Aoooantant  of  the  Department  of  War,  from 
one  thousand  to  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars, 

Eesolved^  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  **  An  act  making 
alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments.^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  tho  third  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **  An  act  authoriaing  the  gntnt  and  con- 
nyance  d  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  company  of 


On  motion  to  amend  the  second  section,  so  as 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
tutboria^  to  grant  and  convey  to  the  said  Rofus 
Putnam  and  o&ers,  one  other  tract  of  one  hundred 
tnd  twenty^flve  thousand,  in  lieu  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
fire  acres  of  land ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  as  an  additional 
flection : 

**  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  terms  herein 
before  allowed  to  the  Ohio  eompnoy  of  aisociate*,  so  far 
as  the  Mme  are  applicable  tc\  and  respect  the  price  of, 
the  lands  to  be  granted  in  virtue  of  the  first  payment, 
and  the  adnussibility  of  army  bounty  rights  in  discharge 
thereof,  be,  and  thev  are  hereby,  extended  to  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  and  W  associates,  the  purchasers  of  a 
tract  of  land  lying  upon  the  Ohio,  and  between  the  Mi- 
ami rivers :  Provided^  o/isayt,  a$ul  be  U  further  enacted, 
lliat,  instead  of  a  donation  of  one  hundred  thousand 
acres,  as  mentioned  in  the  third  section,  not  more  than 
sixty -six  thousand  acres  be  granted  to  the  said  John 
Cleves  Symmes^  and  his  associates,  for  the  like  pur- 
posely and  ondfir  the  like  conditions,  as  are  therein  pre- 
icribed  and  reouired  ;** 

It  passed  m  the  negative — ^yeas  4,  nays  16,  as 
follows: 

YKA8.-*Mes8r8.  Burr,  Hawkins,  Johnston;  and  Mon- 


Natsl— Hessra.  Bradley,  Oabot,  OvroU,  Diekfawon, 
Ellsworth,  Few,  Foster,  Henry,  Langdon,  Lee^  Morris, 
Read,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and  Wingate. 

Be^olMd,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  amendment 

Wbdnesdat,  April  18. 

The  ViCK  pBBsmBNT  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  tiie  election  of  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore^ as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  the  Hon. 
RicHAao  Hekbt  Lbb  was  duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretajy  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  lay  before  him  an 
attested  copy  of  this  proceeding,  and  that  he  noti- 
fy the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  election  of 
a  President  pro  tempore. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ontario  and  Tioga  counties,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  was  read,  praving  that  Congress  would  take 
into  consideration  their  present  critical  and  dan- 
gat>as  ^tuation  from  the  inroads  of  the  savages. 


Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing 
the  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  the 
Ohio  company  of  assodatea'* 

Orderea,  That  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  the  bill,  entitied  '*  An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  tiie  national  defence,  by 
establishmg  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,**  be  further  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  SUtes,  of  tiM  18th  of  April,  instant, 
respecting  the  communication  from  tne  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  together  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  be  put  on  file. 

Oraered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  SUtes,  of  the  16tii  of  April,  instant, 
referring  to  a  communication  from  the  judges  of 
the  circuit  courts,  respecting  the  *'  act  to  provide 
for  the  settiement  of  the  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  es- 
tablished, and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid 
pensions,**  together  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  be  put  on  file. 

The  cotemittee  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  extend  the  time 
heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties 
on  certain  teas  imported  after  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1791,**  reported  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  pass 
the  said  bill ;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
be  read  the  third  time  f  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Few,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gunv, 
"  that  when  the  Senate  are  sitting  in  their  Legisla- 
tive capacity;  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives may  be  admitted  to  attend  the  debates, 
and  each  member  of  the  Senate  may  also  admit 
a  number  not  exceeding  two  persons;  provided, 
the  operation  of  this  remlution  be  suspended  until 
the  Senate  chamber  is  sufficiently  enlarged  :*' 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  6,  nays  16,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — Messn.  Bradley,  Burr,  Few,  Gunn,  Hawkins, 
and  Monroe. 

Katb. — Messrs.  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  JB11»> 
worth,  Foster,  Henry,  Ltard,  Johnston,  Langdon,  Mor- 
ris, Read,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Strong,  and 
Wingate. 

Tbubsdat,  April  19. 

JSesohed,  That  the  President  pro  tempore  of 
the  Senate,  as  a  member,  retain  his  right  to  vote 
upon  all  questions. 

Mr.  MoBBis  reported  irom  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  a  bill  to  compensate  the 
services  of  the  late  Colonel  George  Gibson ;  which 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ox>dered  to  pass  to  the 
second  reading, 

Mr.  IzABO,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitied  "  An  act  to  indemnify  the  es- 
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[Afbu^  1792. 


Ute  of  the  late  Major  Qeneral  Nathaniel  Greent 
for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  during  the 
late  war,**  renorted  amendments,  which  were  read. 
Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  report 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Fridat,  April  20. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  Major  Qeneral 
Nathaniel  Green,  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into 
by  him  during  the  late  war.** 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
bill,  conformably  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
as  follows : 

*^Be  it  enacted  hv  the  Senate  and  ffoute  €f  Rewre- 
$eniative»  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Von- 
^ees  aeeemiledt  That  the  United  States  shall  and  will 
indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  General  Green,  for  the 
■um  of  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
pounds  six  shillings,  sterliug  money,  (being  the  amount 
due  on  the  first  of  May,  1786,  on  a  certain  bond  eze- 
euted  to  Messrs.  Mewcomen  and  Collet»  by  the  said 
General  Green,  as  surety  for  John  Banks  i  Ga,)  and 
the  interest  thereon;  excepting  tlierefrom  a  certain  con- 
ditional bond,  given  in  June,  1786,  for  about  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  pounds  sterling,  (the  same,  more  or 
less,)  being  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  eight  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty -eight  pounds  six  shillings,  which 
was  to  be  paid  only  in  case  the  said  General  Green 
should  recoTer  from  said  Banks,  or  Banks  A  Co.,  a 
sum  sufficient  for  his  indernnity." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe — ^yeas  17,  nays  2t 
as  follows: 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Bradley,  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson  • 
Ellsworth,  Few,  Foster,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Izardi 
Johnston,  Langdon,  Morris,  Read,  Sherman,  and  Stan- 
ton. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Monroe  and  Wingate. 

Gn  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first  pro- 
Tiso,  in  conformity  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
as  follows: 

'*Pro9idedt  It  shall  appear,  upon  due  iuTestigation 
by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  said  General 
Green,  in  his  lifetime,  or  bis  executors,  since  his  de- 
cease, have  not  been  already  indemnified  or  compensated 
for  the  said  sum  of  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  pounds  six  shillings,  except  as  aforesaid.** 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
The  bill  to  compensate  the  services  of  the  late 
Colonel  George  Gibson  was  read  the  second  time. 
Ord€red,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


MoifDAT,  April  23. 

A  message  fit>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,*'  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  firom  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Kepretentaiivee : 

I  lay  before  you  the  copy  of  a  Letter  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States,  held  for  the  Pennsylvania  distriet,  rela* 
tively  to  the  "  Act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations 
heretofore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  daims  to  in- 
valid penBions." 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

United  Statxs,  April  21, 1*19%, 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  put  on  file. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives! entitled  **  An  act  for  raising  a  farther  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  sent  fit>m  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the 
late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Green,  for  ft  certain 
bond  entered  into  by  him  during  the  late  war,** 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Ruohed^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 
^  The  petition  of  Moses  Young  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  allowance  of  depreciation  on 
his  salary  as  Secretary  to  his  Excellency  Henry 
Laurens,  while  President  of  Congress;  and  also 
on  his  salary  as  Secretary  to  Mr.  Laurens,  during 
his  embassy  to  the  United  Netherlands. 

Ordered^  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  Sutes;**  and, 

Baolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  thereon;  de- 
sire a  conference  with  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses ; 
and  that  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Gunn,  and  KiHe^ 
be  managers  at  the  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 


TuiSDAT,  April  24. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  indemnify 
the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel 
Green,  for  a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  hixa 
during  the  late  war.*' 

Weonesoat,  April  25. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  raising  a  further 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers^ 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;**  and, 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  *'i^0- 
9ohed^  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
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Speaker  of  the  Hooae  of  Bepresentatives  do  ad- 
iourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the  fifth  day  of 
May  next,  to  close  the  present  sessions,  and  to 
meet  again  on  such  day  as  may  by  law  be  direct- 
ed {*  in  which  resolution  they  desire  the  concmv 
rence  of  the  Senate.  The  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Con< 
gretsf  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  second 
time;  and,  after  having  agi^eed  to  an  amendment, 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives, 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  be  adjourned  on 
the  fifth  day  of  May  next  was  read. 

Betolced^  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 


Thubspat,  April  26. 

Aoreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill,  en- 
titled **  An  *act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other 
porposes  therein  mentioned,''  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  BuBB  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  the  merchants  of  New  York  against  an  increase 
of  duties  on' articles  imported ;  which  memorial  was 
read. 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  for  raising  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tlets, was  resumed. 

Ob  motion  to  amendi  the  first  section  as  follows : 

"Tliat,  firom  and  alter  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the 
duties  DOW  in  force  upon  the  articles  hereinaftur  enu- 
merated and  described,  at  their  importation  into  the 
United  States,  shall  cease,  until  the  last  day  of  June, 
<ne  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  in 
lieu  thereof^  there  shall  be  tbeneeforth,  for  the  space  of 
tvo  years  firom  the  said  last  day  of  June  next,  laid, 
kried,  and  eollected,  upon  the  raid  articles,  at  their  said 
importatioa»  the  several  and  respective  rates  or  duties 
following ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  section,  so  as  to 
limit  the  duration  of  the  aforesaid  duties  to  five 
years,  instead  of  two,  as  proposed  in  the  above 
amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  insert  an  amendment 
in  the  sixth  section,  so  as  that  the  clause  stand 
thus: 

**  And  that,  in  addition  thereto,  there  shall  be  allowed 
sod  paid  upon  provisions  salted  witliin  the  United 
Stales,  (except  upon  dried  fish,)  upon  the  exportation 
thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  as  follows,  to  wit : 
on  pickled  fish,  at  the  rate  of  eight  cents  per  barrel,  and 
other  provisions  at  the  rate  of  nve  cents  per  barrel." 

It  was  agreed  to  expunge  these  words  from  the 
last  line  of  the  amendment  adopted  in  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  as  part  of  the  18th  section,  to 
wit :  **  under  the  laws  of  any  State,  or  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 
2d  Coh. 


On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  provision, 
agreed  to  in  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  as  the 
eighteenth  section,  to  wit : 

**  And  be  it  furtker  enacted  and  dedared,  That  if  the 
principal  in  any  bond,  which  ahall  have  been  given  te 
tlie  United  States  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise imported,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  thips  or  ves- 
8el$,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  inMlvent,  or  if  such 
principal  being  dead,  his  or  her  estate  and  effects,  which 
shall  have  come  to  the  hands  of  his  or  her  executors  or 
administrators,  shall  be  ^nsufllaent  for  the  payment  of  his 
or  her  debts,  and  if  in  either  of  the  said  cases  any  surety 
in  the  said  bond,  or  the  executors  and  administrators  of 
sucli  surety,  shall  pay  to  the  United  States  the  moneys 
thereupon  due,  such  surety,  his  or  her  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators, shall  have  and  enjoy  the  like  advantage, 
priority,  and  preference,  fur  the  recovery  and  receipt  of 
the  said  moneys  out  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  such 
insolvent  or  decea^d  principal,  as  are  reserved  and  se- 
cured to  the  United  States  by  the  forty-fourth  section 
of  the  ac|  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  mure  effectually 
for  the  collection  of  duties  imposed  by  law  ou  good% 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  U.  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,'  and  shall  and 
may  bring  and  maintain  a  suit  upon  the  said  bond,  in 
law  or  equity,  in  liis,  her,  or  their,  own  name  or  naiues^ 
fur  the  recovery  of  the  moneys  which  shall  have  been 
paid  thereupon. 

**Aftd  it  u  further  declared^  That  the  cases  of  insol- 
vency in  the  said  forty-fourth  section  mentioned  shall 
be  deemed  to  extend  as  well  to  cases  in  which  a  debtor, 
not  having  sufficient  property  to  pay  all  his  or  her  debts, 
shall  have  made  a  voluntary  assignment  thereof,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  or  hercrediturs,  or  in  which  the  estate  and 
effects  of  an  absconding,  concealed,  or 'absent  debtor 
shall  have  been  attached  by  prucessof  law,  as  to  cases, 
ia  which  an  act  of  legal  bsiikruptcy  shall  have  been 
committed ;" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  Tiiat  the  further  consideration  of  thia 
bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  agreed 
to  the  conference  desiied  by  the  Senate  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  more  efiectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence  bv  establishing  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States,**  and  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part ;  that  they  have 
piuised  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  tiie  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions," in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,"  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Tiic  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  rea4 
the  thii'd  time. 

On  motion  to  reconsider  the  amendment  agreed 
to  in  the  second  reading,  and  to  concur  with  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  in  the  bill : 

It  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration 
thei*eof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
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Fbidat,  April  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  third  reading  of 
the  hill,  entitled  **An  act  for  raising  a  further 
•nm  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers, 
and  for  other  purposes  tnerein  mentioned ;"  and 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first 
dause  of  the  amendment  agreed  to  yesterday,  as 
the  eighteenth  section,  so  that  the  clause  be  read 

follows : 


'*And  he  it  enacted  and  declared,  Thmt^  if  the  prin- 
dpal  in  any  bond,  which  shall  be  g^ven  to  the  United 
States  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported shall  be  insolrent" 

JResolved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''Au  act  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,'' 
was  read  the  second  time  and  passed  to  the  thii'd 
reading. 

Besohed^  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendments  disagreed  to  bj  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  more 
efiectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States." 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  tne  laws  of  the  union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,''  be  now 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting  these  words,  "except  that  no 
militia  man  shaU  be  subject  to  corporal  punish- 
ment ;"  it  nassed  in  the  negative. 

Beaohcd^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  iiirther  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  be  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

Saturday,  April  28. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,"  w*ith  an  amendment; 
to  which  they  desire  tlie  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate; and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  with 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate ;  and  they  have  also  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspapers;"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of 
certain  lands  to  John  Cleves  S^mmes,  and  his  associ- 
ates ;"  to  which  bills,  i-espectively,  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  B.  Turner,  late  an  en- 
sign of  the  Maryland  battalion  of  levies,  was  pi-e- 
sented  and  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the 


amount  of  his  ransom  from  captivity  by  the  sava- 
ges, together  with  the  incidental  expenses. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  en  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for 
raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection 
•of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  and 

Itesolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  said 
amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  anthorixing  the  grant 
and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John  Cleves 
S^mmes,  and  his  associates,"  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  reducing  the  i^tes 
of  postage  on  newspapers,"  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  sec- 
ond time  ?  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  juroi^  and  witnesses,"  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Bradley,  Monroe,  Burii,  and 
Henry,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  that 
the  amendments  bo  printed. 

Monday,  April  30. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  author^ 
iziug  the  grant  and  oouve}  ance  of  certain  lands  to 
John  Cieves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,"  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Read,  Kino,  and  Carroll.,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate.  \ 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Morris,  Kino,  Izard, 
Cabot,  and  Henry,  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  I 
the  value  of  foreign  coins  in  circulation  within  the 
U.  States ;  and,  if  they  should  think  it  expedient,  to  | 
report  a  bill  for  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which 
they  ought  to  pass,  in  confoimity  to  the  principles 
of  an  act  passed  the  present  session,  entitled  **  An 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States ;"  and,  also^  to  report  such  other 
provisions  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  carry-  , 
ing  into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  said  act. 

Tuesday,  May  1. 

The  President  laid  bofore  the  Senate  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  B.  Turner ;  which  was  read,  and  ord«:red 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual  roectlng^  of 
Congress,"  was  resumed. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  of  the 
bill  **  the  third  Monday,"  inserted  in  the  second 
reading,  and  to  substitute  "  the  first  Monday"  in 
November. 

jResolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bilL 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  amendments  of  tfaa 
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Hoose  of  Representatiyes  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  regumting  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  providing  compensations  for 
the  ofBcersof  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and 
witnesses,"  made  report;  which,  being  read,  and 
in  part  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  ftirther  consideration  thereof, 
be  postponed  until  to-inorrow. 

A  message  (rom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  **i2(0- 
tolved^  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  be 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  he  would  recommend  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  a  day  of  public  humi- 
liation and  prajer  ;*'  and,  having  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  desire  concurrence,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,"  with  amendments ;  and,  also, 
'^  An  act  to  authorize  the  remission  of  certain  du- 
ties :"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
join  with  such  committee  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  pro- 
posed recess  of  Congress ;  it  was  agreed  that  the 
consideration  of  this  motion  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  re- 
mission of  certain  duties,"  was  read  the  first  time ; 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Cabot,   Kiko,  and  Bukb,   to  consider  and  report 

thereon.  

WsDNBSDAT,  May  2. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  "That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  join  with  such  committee  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  appoint,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him 
of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress." 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Eetohed^  That  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Burr  be 
a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  re- 
cess of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  concern- 
ing the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Hawkins,  Cabot,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider 
usd  report  thereon. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  confederation  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  processes 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses." 

jke$olted^  That  they  agree  to  the  first  section, 
and  the  additional  sections,  except  the  second  and 
fifth  additional  sections,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  fourth  additional  section,  so  that  it  shall  read  as 
follows : 

**  And  he  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
attorneys  in  the  several  districts  to  correspond  with  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  on  any  matter 
relative  to  judicial  business  which  shall  arise  within 
their  respective  districts,  and  upon  whidi  he  shall  re- 
quest information  from  them.** 

And  they  disagree  to  all  the  other  amendments 
on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Read,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  authorizing  the 
grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,"  reported 
amendments:  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be 
amended  accordingly:  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  bill  was  now  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt" 

JRetoked^  That  they  disagree  to  the  first  and 
second,  and  agree  to  the  last  amendment  to  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  King  gave  notice  that  he  intended,  to-morrow, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  an 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  provision 
for  the  payment  of  pen»ons  to  invalids,  and  for 
the  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers." 

Thursday,  May  8. 

A  messsage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tions to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  that  they  re- 
cede from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;"  that  they  agree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*^  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of 
certain  lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  asso- 
ciates." 

On  motion,  that  a  person  be  chosen  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  in  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bradlbt,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Winoatb  for  that 
purpose. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House,  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  **  An  act  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tions to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,"  was  read 
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Fbidat,  April  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  raiBing  a  further 
■am  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers, 
and  for  other  purposes  tnerein  mentioned ;''  and 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first 
clause  of  the  amendment  agreed  to  yesterday,  as 
the  eighteenth  section,  so  that  the  clause  be  read 

follows : 


"  And  be  it  enacted  and  declared.  That,  if  the  prin- 
cipal in  any  bond,  which  shall  be  given  to  the  United 
fitates  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported shall  be  insoWent." 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,'* 
vas  read  the  second  time  and  passed  to  the  thiixl 
reading. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendments  disagreed  to  bj  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  more 
efiSBctuallv  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States.** 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,"  be  now 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  to  amend  the 
biU,  by  inserting  these  words,  **  except  that  no 
militia  man  shaU  be  subject  to  corporal  punish- 
ment ;'*  it  nassed  in  the  negative. 

Eeeohed,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  |o  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  be  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

Saturday,  April  28. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  biU,  entitled 
*'  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,"  with  an  amendment; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate ;  and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  with 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate;  and  tney  have  also  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspapers;"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of 
certain  lands  to  John  Clcves  Symmcs,  and  lus  associ- 
ates ;"  to  which  bills,  I'espectively,  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  B.  Turner,  late  an  en- 
sign of  the  Maryland  battalion  of  levies,  was  pi*e- 
sented  and  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the 


amount  of  his  ransom  from  captivity  by  the  saTt- 
ges,  together  with  the  incidental  expenses. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  refen^  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

llie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protecticn 
-of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  Baid 
amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  gnnt 
and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John  Cleves 
Symmes,  and  his  associates,"  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  new  spapers,"  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  on  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  sec- 
ond time  ?  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts,  and  for  juroi^  and  witnesses,"  wire 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Bradley,  Monroe,  Buru,  and 
Henry,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  that 
the  amendments  bo  printed. 

Monday,  April  30. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  autho^ 
izing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to 
John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,"  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Read,  Kino,  and  Carroll,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Morris,  ELiko,  Izaeo, 
Cabot,  and  Henry,  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  value  of  foreign  coins  in  circulation  within  the 
U.  States ;  and,  if  they  should  think  it  expedient,  to 
report  a  bill  for  ascertaining  the  lates  at  which 
they  ought  to  pass,  in  confoimity  to  the  principles 
of  an  act  passed  the  present  session,  entitled  "  An 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States ;''  and,  also^  to  report  such  other 
provisions  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  said  act. 

Tuesday,  May  1. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  B.  Turner ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
Congress,'*  was  resumed. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  of  the 
bill  **  the  third  Monday,"  inserted  in  the  second 
reading,  and  to  substitute  "  the  first  Monday"  in 
November. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bUL 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  amendmenta  of  the 
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Hoase  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  regamting  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  providing  compensations  for 
the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and 
witnesses,**  made  report;  which,  being  read,  and 
ifl  part  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  Airther  consideration  thereof, 
be  postponed  until  to-uorrow. 

A  message  (rom  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  "iZSs- 
tolted.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  be 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  he  would  recommend  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  a  day  of  public  humi- 
liation and  prayer  ;*'  and,  having  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  desire  concurrence,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,'*  with  amendments ;  and,  also, 
'*  An  act  to  authorize  the  remi:ision  of  certain  du- 
ties :'*  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
join  with  such  committee  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  pro- 
posed recess  of  Congress ;  it  was  agreed  that  the 
consideration  of  this  motion  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  re- 
mission of  certain  duties,**  was  read  the  first  time ; 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
Gecond  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Cabot,   Kiko,  and  Burb,   to  consider  and  report 

thereon.  

Wkdnksday,  May  2. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  "That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  join  with  such  committee  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  appoint,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him 
of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress.** 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Reeohtd^  That  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Burr  be 
a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  re- 
cess of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Hawkins,  Cabot,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  confederation  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating  processes 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses.'* 

jkeeolted^  Ttin,t  they  agree  to  the  first  section, 
and  the  additional  sections,  except  the  second  and 
fifth  additional  sections,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  fourth  additional  section,  so  that  it  shall  read  as 
follows : 

"  And  he  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
attorneys  in  the  several  districts  to  correspond  with  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  un  any  matter 
relative  to  judicial  business  which  shall  arise  within 
their  respective  districts,  and  upon  which  he  shall  re- 
quest inlurmation  from  them/* 

And  they  disagree  to  all  the  other  amendments 
on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Rbad,  fix)m  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the 
grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,'*  reported 
amendments:  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be 
amended  accordingly:  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent|  the  bill  was  now  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt** 

Keeoked,  That  they  disagree  to  the  first  and 
second,  and  agree  to  the  last  amendment  to  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  King  gave  notice  that  he  intended,  to-morrow, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  an 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  provision 
for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids,  and  for 
the  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers.** 

Thursday,  May  8. 

A  messsage  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tions to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,**  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  that  they  re- 
cede from  their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt  ;**  that  they  agree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of 
certain  lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  asso- 
ciates.** 

On  motion,  that  a  person  be  chosen  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  in  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bradlbt,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Winoatr  for  that 
purpose. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House,  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  '*  An  act  relative  to  the  compensa- 
tions to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,'*  waB  read 
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the  first  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  oongent,  it  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Morris,  Sbbrmam,  and  Monroe,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Kmo 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids, 
and  for  the  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  public  piers ;  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bassett,  Foster,  and  Johnston,  to  consider  and  re^ 
port  thereon. 

Mr.  MoRKis,  from  the  committee  appointed,  re- 
ported **  A  bill  for  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes;**  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  Cabot  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
authoriase  the  remission  of  certain  duties,"  that  it 
was  not  expedient  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

Rewltedy  That  this  bill  do  not  pass  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred '*  The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  therein 
mentioned,  and  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
payment  of  pensions  to  invalids,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,  reported  amendments,  which  were  adopted ; 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  consid- 
ered their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate, 
and  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
ment on  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,'*  and  agree  to 
some  of  the  said  amendments  as  amended,  recede 
from  some,  and  insist  on  others,  of  the  said  amend- 
ments, and  desire  a  conference  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  amendments  insisted  on,  and  have 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments insisted  on  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill  last  mentioned  ;  and, 

Reeohed^  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  the  said  amendments ;  that  they  agree 
to  the  proposed  conference,  and  that  Messrs.  Ells- 
worth, K»76,  and  Henrt,  be  managers  thereof  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 


Friday,  May  4. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  amended  accord- 


It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  this 
bill  have  the  third  reading  at  this  time. 

Reeoleedy  That  this  billpass  with  amendments. 

A  message  fi^>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  /*  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  further  provision 
for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalids,"  with 
amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consiJer  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  biU 
above  mentioned ;  and, 

Reeohed^  That  they  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the 
compensations  to  certain  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,**  re- 
ported amendments,  which  were  read ;  and  some 
of  which  being  adopted,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the 
bill  accordingly. 

It  was  agreed  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the  bill 
should  have  the  third  reading  at  this  time ;  and  it 
was  read,  and  passed,  accordingly. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  for  regulating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  resumed ; 
and,  being  amended,  was  I'ead  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
formed the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  resolved, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  24th  of  last  month,  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  close  the  present 
session  by  adjourning  their  respective  Houses  on 
the  5th  day  of  May,  be  repealed ;  and  Uiat,  instead 
thereof,  they  be  authorized  to  adjourn  their  respec- 
tive  Houses  on  Thursday,  the  10th  of  May,  in- 
stant, to  meet  again  on  such  day  as  shall  be  by 
law  appointed ;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
last  mentioned ;  and, 

Eeeohed^  That  they  concur  therein,  with  an 
amendment,  to  wit :  strike  out  these  words,  "  Thurs- 
day the  tenth,**  and  insert  "  Tuesday  the  eighth.** 

Saturday,  May  5. 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  of  the 
4th,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  close 
the  present  session  by  adjourning  their  respect- 
ive Houses  on  the  8th  inst.  The  House  of  Repre> 
sentativcs  also  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the 
compensations  to  certain  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage.** 
And  they  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States.'* 
And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  au- 
thorizing the  settlement  of  the  demands  of  Antlio- 
ny  Walton  White  against  the  United  States  ;**  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
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The  bQl  hst  mentioned  was  retd  the  first  time, 
ts  also  the  petition  of  the  said  Anthony  Wal- 
ton White,  on  which  the  hill  originated,  with  sun- 
dry other  papers  referring  thereto. 

Setokea^  That  the  consideration  of  this  hill  he 
postponed  antil  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

ResoketL,  That  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Burr  he  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess  of 
Congress. 

It  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  ahove  resolution, 
and  substitute  the  following : 

Resoked^  That  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Burr  be  a 
joint  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  may  he  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the 
intended  recess  of  Congress  on  Tuesday  nexL 

On  motion,  that  the  bills  for  regulating  processes 
in  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States^,  for 
providing  for  the  public  debt ;  for  alterations  in  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments;  for  ascertaining 
the  rates  of  foreign  coins ;  and,  for  further  appro- 
priations ;  be  paffled  before  any  other  business  is 
introduced :  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Monday,  May  7. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
resolution  oC  the  Senate,  appointing  a  ioint  com- 
mittee to  waft  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of 
Congress;  and  have  appointed  a  joint  committee 
on  their  part  And  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^*  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States;** 
m  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  th^  debt  of  the  United 
States  ;**  was  read  the  first  time ;  and,  by  unani- 
moos  consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time. 

It  was  also  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that 
this  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Biwltedf  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  making  compen- 
sations to  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  extra- 
ordinary expenses  ;**  was  read  the  first  time ;  and, 
bj  unanimous  consent^  it  was  read  the  second  and 
third  time. 

Setolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Hawkins  reported  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  StatM,  and  informed  him  of  the  proposed 
recess  of  Congress. 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Fielder,  referring  to 
his  former  petitions  of  80th  March,  and  10th  of 
April  last,  respecting  his  inventions  for  facilitating 
navigation,  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  H^use  have  passed  a 
bin,  entitled  **  An  act  concerning  the  claim  of  John 
Brown  Gutting  against  the  United  States;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Ordered,  'fiiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
do  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  a  statement  of  the  salaries,  fees,  and 
emoluments,  for  one  year,  ending  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  to  be  stated  quarterly,  of  every  per- 
son holding  any  civil  office  or  employment  under 
the  United  States,  (except  the  judges,)  together 
with  the  actual  disbursements  and  expenses  in  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  offices  and  employ- 
ments for  the  same  period ;  and  that  he  do  report 
the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  give  satisfactory  information  touching 
his  office  or  employment,  or  the  emoluments  or 
disbursements  thereof. 


Monday  Evsnino,  May  7. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  making  alterations  in 
the  Treasury  and  War  Departmentn,**  with  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  recede  from  some  and  adhere  to 
other  amendments  on  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses." 

The  amendments  to  the  first  mentioned  bill 
were  read ;  and 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  they 
recede  from  some  and  adhere  to  other  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses.** 

And,  on  motion  to  recede  from  the  disagree- 
ment to  the  second  amendment  of  the  second  sec- 
tion, which  is,  to  strike  out  these  words,  '*  and  be 
at  liberty  to  pursue  the  same  until  a  tender  of  the 
debt  and  cost,  in  gold  or  silver,  shall  be  made  :** 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  to  adhere  to  the  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  last  recited,  it  passed  in  the  negative-^ 
yeas  9,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Tbas. — Meaart.  Cabot,  Carroll,  Dickinson,  Ellsworth, 
Foster,  Isard,  King,  Morris,  and  Read. 

NatSw — Messrs.  Few,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston, 
Lee,  Monroe,  Robinson,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and  Win- 
gate. 

It  was  agreed  to  recede  from  the  other  amend- 
ment adhered  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate  on  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  they  concur  in  the  bill, 
entitled  **  An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes,'*  with  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Scnato.  They  agree 
to  the  amendment  to  their  amendment  on  the  bill, 
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entitled  *'An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Trea- 
sury and  War  Departments." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  to  the  bill  first  mentioned ;  and, 
resolved,  that  they  concur  therein. 


Tuesday,  May  8. 

A  message  ftom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concur  in  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
compensate  the  services  of  the  late  Colonel  George 
Gibson.*'  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  speci- 
fied ;**  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  certain  ap- 
propriations therein  specified,*'  was  read  the  first 
time ;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Morris,  Cabot,  and  Ellsworth,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  clidm 
of  John  Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Besohed,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

A  me»uige  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  furnish  the  several  collectors  of  the  reve- 
nue within  the  United  States  with  certain  printed 
clearances  of  a  particular  form  ;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  as  follows : 

"  Jienolved,  Bjf  the  Senate  and  ffotue  of  Represenia- 
tivex  of  the  United  State§  of  America  in  Congreii 
auembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  ihe  several  collectors  iu  the 
United  States,  printed  clearances,  on  the  back  whereof 
shall  be  a  printed  account  of  the  methods  which  have 
been  found  to  answer  for  obtaininp;  fresh  from  salt  water, 
and  of  constructing  extempore  stills  of  such  implements 
as  are  generally  on  board  of  every  vessel,  with  a  recom- 
mendation, in  all  cases  where  they  shall  have  occasion 
to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  obtaining  water,  to  pub- 
lish the  result  of  their  trial  in  some  gaaette  on  their  return 


to  the  United  States,  or  to  communicate  it  for  publica- 
tion to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that    I 
others  may,  by  their  success,  l>e  encouraged  to  make 
similar  trials,  and  be  benefited  by  any  improvements  or    i 
new  ideas  which  may  occur  to  them  in  practice.** 

BeBolved^  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  cer- 
tain appropriations  therein  specified ;"  reported  an 
amendment ;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Reeolted,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives af;ree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  certain  ap- 
propriations therein  specified ;"  and  that  they  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  respecting  the  go* 
vemment  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
northwest  and  south  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  the 
second  and  third  time. 

Beeolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

TuEsoAY  Evening,  May  8. 

On  motion,  that  a  person  be  chosen  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Winoate,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  choice  of*  Mr.  Sherman 
for  that  purpose. 

After  receiving  several  reports  of  enrolled  billi 
and  acting  on  other  unfinished  business, 

Orderedy  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  ^nate,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
about  to  adjourn. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, having  completed  the  business  before  them, 
are  about  to  adjourn. 

In  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, the  President  pro  tempore  a(]youmcd  the 
Senate  to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next, 
being  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress. 
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MoHDAT,  October  24,  1791. 

This  being  tbe  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  the  present  Congress,  the  following 
members  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
and  took  their  seats: 

Fnm  New  Edmpshirs,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
SmuEL  LiYCRMoaa,  and  Jercmiah  Smith. 

From  MoMsachmeiU^  Fishxr  Ames,  Shearja- 
SHUB  BouRME,  Elbridoe  Gbrry,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  Georoe  Thatcher,  and  Artemas 
Wabo. 

From  Rhode  Island^  Behjamin  Bourne. 

From  Conneetieut^  James  Hillhouse,  Jona- 
THiA  Sturob8>  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  and  Amasa  Learned. 

From  New  York^  James  Gordon,  John  Lau- 
iiMCE,   Peter    Stltbstbr,   and  Thomas  Tred- 

WELL. 

Frem  New  Jeney^  EIlias  Boudinot. 

From  Penneyhania^  Thomas  Fitzsimons, 
Dakicl  Heister,  and  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg. 

From  Delaware^  John  Vinino. 

From  Marylandy  Joshua  Sbney,  and  Samuel 
Sterectt. 

From  Virginia,  John  Brown,  William  B. 
Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  James  Madison,  An- 
drew Moore,  and  Alexander  White. 

From  North  Carolina,  John  Steele,  and  Hugh 

WiLUAMSON.  - 

From  South   Carolina,   Daniel  Huoer,    Wil- 
LUM  Smith,  and  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker. 
From  Georgia,  Francis  Willis. 

A  qaonim  of  the  members  being  present,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker,  when  it 
appeared  that  Jonathan  Trumbull,  from  Con- 
fiecticut,  was  elected. 

On  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  Mr.  Trum- 
Bcu.  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

Orbtlsmkn  :  I  find  myself  unable  to  express  to  you 
the  fall  tense  I  bsYO  of  the  distinguished  honor  jou 
luTe  done  me  in  the  choice  of  your  Speaker. 

The  diffidence  I  feel  in  my  abilities  to  discharge,  with 
propriety,  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  is  almost  insuperable 
jn  Qiy  own  mind.  But,  encouraged  by  the  known  can- 
dor of  this  honorable  body,  and  depending,  as  I  think  I 
may  oonfiden^y  do,  on  the  kind  assistance  of  each  in- 
dividual  in  it,  I  shall  enter  on  its  duties^  with  full 
SBsurances  to  you,  eentlemen,  that  I  shall  endeayor  to 
cooduct  myself  with  that  impartiality,  integrity,  and 


assiduity,  which  become  the  conspicuous  station  m 
which  you  haye  been  pleased  to  place  me. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Clerk, 
when  there  appeared  an  unanimous  yote  for  John 
Becklby. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  was  then 
administered  to  the  members  present,  and  the  oath 
of  office  to  the  Speaker  and  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  appoint  committees 
until  the  House  shall  otherwise  determine. 

A  message  was  receiyed  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  a  quorum  of  that  body  is 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business ;  and 
that  the  Senate  haye  informed  the  President  of 
the  United  States  that  they  are  ready  to  recciye 
any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

Resohed,  That  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina^ 
Mr.  Laurancb,  and  Mr.  WnrrB,  be  a  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  act  jointly  with  the 
committee  from  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  Standing  Rules  and  Orders  of 
proceeding  for  the  House.  Messrs.  Mdhlrnbero^ 
Tucker,  Wu^liamson,  Ames,  and  Smith,  of  New 
Hampshire,  were  named. 

Joseph  Wheaton  was  appointed  Sergeant-at- 
Arms;  and  Gipford  Dallet,  Doorkeeper,  and 
Thomas  Claxton,  assistant  Doorkeeper. 

Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress  for  the 
present  session,  to  interchange  weekly. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
reported  that  the  President  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  both  Houses  to-morrow  at  twelyo 
o'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  announced  the 
agreement  of  that  body  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House  for  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  and 
had  elected  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Whitb, 
on  their  part 

Tuesday,  October  26. 
The  following  members  appeared,  presented 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats:  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  and  Aaron  Kitotelt*, 
from  New  Jersey ;  and  Israel  Jacobs,  from  Penn- 
sylyania. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Chaplain, 
when  a  majority  of  the  rotes  were  found  in  favor 
of  the  Rey.  Mr.  Blair. 

A  message  being  received  from  the  Senate, 
stating  that  thej  were  ready  to  receive  the  Com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Speaker,  attended  by  the  members  of 
the  House,  withdrew  to  the  Senate  Chamber  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  same. 

On  the  return  of  the  members,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  Speech  delivered 
by  the  President,  (which  will  be  found  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate,  antey  page  11.) 

The  Speech  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  October  26. 

The  following  members  appeared,  presented 
(heir  credentials,  and  took  their  seats :  Theodore 
Seoowick,  from  Massachusetts;  Abraham  Vena- 
BLB,  from  Virginia ;  Nathaniel  Macon,  from 
North  Carolina. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  moneys,  from  October  1,  1790, 
to  the  80th  of  June,  1791  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sesoltedy  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceed- 
ing established  by  the  last  House  of  Representa- 
tives, shall  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceeding 
to  be  observed  in  this  body,  until  a  revision  or 
alteration  of  the  same  shall  take  place. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  transmitted 
to  the  House,  by  message,  copies  of  the  following 
Acts,  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him  during 
the  recess,  viz :  "  An  act  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  New  Hampshire,  for  ceding  to  the  United 
States  the  fort  and  light-house  belonging  to  said 
State  ;**  '*  An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, ratifying,  on  behalf  of  said  State,  the  first  arti- 
cle of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  proposed  by  Congress  ;**  and  "  An 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  North  -  Carolina,  granting 
the  use  of  the  jails  within  that  State  to  the  United 
States  :*'  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  James  Rumsey,  by  Joseph  Barnes, 
bis  attorney  in  fact,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  may  be  amend- 
ed, and  rendered  more  effectual  for  securing  to 
original  inventors,  property  in  their  respective  dis- 
coveries.*' 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

PRESIDENTS  SPEECH, 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  President's  Speech,  Mr.  Muhlen- 
BBBO  in  the  chair. 

The  Speech  being  read,  Mr.  Yinino  moved  a 
resolution,  of  which  the  following  is  the  purport : 

**  JUeolved^  Tliat  it  ia  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  an  Address  should  be  presented  to  tlic  President  of 
the  United  States  bv  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
answer  to  his  Speech,  to  congratulate  Lim  on  the  pros- 
perous situation  of  the  United  States,  expressive  of  the 


approbation  of  the  House  of  the  wiee  and  prudent  mea- 
sures he  has  pursued  during  their  recess,  m  the  czeen- 
tion  of  the  duties  coromitt^  to  his  ehat^fe ;  promisiag 
speedy  attention  to  the  important  and  momentous  ob- 
jects recommended  to  their  coosideration,  and  ezprcss- 
inc^  their  approbation  of  the  humane  and  effectual  steps 
taken,  under  his  direction,  for  the  defence  of  the  west- 
ern frontiers." 

This  resolution  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Lav- 
RANCK,  SEpowiCK,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  and 
LivBRMOBK,  upon  the  principle,  that  it  expressed 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  points  which  required 
further  information  and  investigation  before  the 
House  could,  with  propriety,  determine.  It  wts 
difficult  to  say,  before  proper  documents  were  l«d 
before  the  House,  whether  the  measures  adopted 
for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers  were  the 
most  prudent  that  could  be  adopted.  It  was  im- 
possible positively  to  assert,  that  the  President,  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  him  in  carry-  | 
ing  into  effect  the  excise  act,  had  done  all  for  the 
best  Every  member  that  spoke  agreed  in  ex- 
pressing his  individual  opinion,  that  no  doubt  the 
President  had  acted  with  his  wonted  prudence 
and  wisdom  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed 
in  him ;  but  also  agreed  that  it  was  improper,  in- 
deed, it  was  no  compliment  paid  to  the  President, 
to  approve,  before  a  formal  examination. 

In  answer  to  these  objections  it  was  observed, 
that  so  fiir  as  circumstances  had  been  made  known 
to  the  members,  relative  to  the  steps  taken  by  the 
President  during  the  recess  of  the  Federal  Legis- 
lature, 80  far  they  claimed  the  approbation  of  the  , 
House;  and  that  the  opinion  of  the  House  was 
only  meant  to  be  given  as  far  as  they  were  in- 
formed. It  was  urged,  that  the  answer  of  the 
House  should  be  a  candid  expression  of  their  feel- 
ings; feelings  which  the  prosperous  situation  of 
the  country  undoubtedly  called  forth,  and  wbidi 
the  issue  of  the  measures  adopted  could  not  fail  to 
excite. 

Several  modifications  were  proposed  to  the  re- 
solution, which  was  finally  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

*"  Hewlvedt  Tliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  a  respectful  address  ougnt  to  be  presented  by  tba 
House  of  kepresentatives  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  containing 
assurances  that  this  House  will  take  into  consideration 
the  various  and  important  matters  reconunended  to  their 
attention." 

Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Laurance,  and  Mr.  Smith, 
of  South  Carolina,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  an  Address,  pursuant  to  the  resolution. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

A  resolution  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table, 
contemplating  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of 
Contested  Elections  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  was  opposed  to  such  an  appoint- 
ment The  Constitution  had  fixed  the  mode  of 
judging  contested  elections,  at  least  to  determine, 
so  far,  that  the  House  should  be  the  judges  of  con* 
tested  elections  of  their  own  members.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  forms  to  be  observed  in  the 
trial  should  not  be  fixed  before  a  case  of  contested 
election  occurred.    He  totally  disapproved  of  the 
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idea  of  delegating  to  a  committee  this  power  of 
judging^;  expressly  given  to  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. Sueb  a  transfer  of  power,  he  conceived, 
wonid  be  as  nneonstitutional  as  to  delegate  a  Le- 
gislative authority.  In  the  British  Parliament,  it 
WIS  true,  a  committee  was  made  the  judge  of  con- 
tested elections ;  but  there  was  no  higher  authority 
there,  he  observed,  to  prevent  them  from  delegating 
this  power;  when  here,  the  people  of  the  United 
8tate8  had  dearly  spoken  in  their  Constitution,  and 
determined  the  judges  of  the  elections. 

Mr.  VniHG  stated,  that  his  object  in  wishing 
the  resolution  adopted,  was  to  procure  expedition, 
sare  expense,  and  secure  fairness  of  decision  in 
determining  contested  elections.  He  hoped  the 
Constitution  would  be  no  obstacle  to  the  attain- 
ment of  these  desiderata.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
found  necessary  to  leave  to  the  House  a  final  vote, 
after  the  work  of  the  committee  had  been  laid  be- 
fore them. 

Mr.  Whits  clearly  saw  great  inconvenience  in 
permitting  caees  of  contested  elections  to  come 
directly  before  the  House.  The  delays  and  con- 
sequent expense  of  examining  witnesses  wolild  be 
ver}'  ^reat  He  was  of  opiuion  that  a  committee 
ap))ointed  for  that  purpose  should  examine  the 
evidences  brought  forward,  arrange  them,  and  lay 
them  in  order  before  the  House  for  their  informal 
tion ;  but  then  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  let- 
ting the  determination  depend  upon  a  vote  of  the 
House. 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  standing  Committee  of  Elections 
be  Appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Lrvia- 
MORS,  Mr.  BouomoT,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Gbrrt,  Mr. 
BocasB,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Hillhouse,  and  Mr. 
Stiklk. 


Thursday,  October  S7. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
reported  an  Address  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  answer  to  his  speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  imme- 
diately. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE   PRESmENT. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  said  Ad- 
dress; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Muhlenberg  reported  that  the  committee  had  had 
the  said  Address  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto.     Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolied^  vnanimously.  That  this  House  doth 
agree  to  the  said  Address,  in  the  words  following : 

Sia :  In  receiving  your  Address,  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  seaaioo,  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
taken  aa  ample  share  in  the  feelings  mspired  by  the  ao- 
tuftl  pr<isperitT  and  flattering  prospects  of  our  country ; 
and  whilst,  with  becoming  gratitude  to  Heaven,  we  as- 
cribe  this  happiness  to  ttie  true  source  from  which  it 
flows,  we  behold  with  an  animating  pleasure  the  degree 
in  which  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United 
States  have  been  instrumental  in  dispensing  it 


It  yields  us  particular  aatisfaetion  to  learn  the  success 
with  which  the  different  important  measures  of  the  Oo- 
Ternment  have  proceeded ;  aa  well  tliose  specially  pro- 
vided fur  at  the  last  sesslun,  as  those  of  preceding  ciate. 
The  safety  of  our  Western  frontier,  in  which  the  lives 
and  repose  of  so  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  involved, 
being  peculiarly  interesting,  your  communications  on 
that  subject  are  proportionally  grateful  to  us.  Tho  ^1- 
lantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  militia,  whose  services 
were  called  for,  is  an  honorable  confirmation  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  that  precious  resource  of  a  free  State.  And  we 
anxiously  wish  that  the  consequences  of  their  success- 
ful enterprises,  and  of  the  other  proceedings  to  which 
you  have  referred,  may  leave  the  United  States  free  to 
pursue  the  most  benevolent  policy  towards  the  unhappy 
and  deluded  race  of  people  in  our  neighborhood. 

The  amount  of  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
determined  by  the  returns  of  the  census,  is  a  source  of 
the  most  pleasing  reflections,  whether  it  be  viewed  in 
relation  to  our  national  safety  and  respectability,  or  as 
a  proof  of  that  felicity  in  the  situation  of  our  ouuntrr, 
wnich  favors  so  unexampled  a  rapidity  in  its  growth. 
Nor  ought  any  to  be  insensible  to  ttie  additional  motive 
suggested  by  this  important  £act  to  perpetuate  the  free 
Government  established  with  a  wise  administration  of  it, 
to  a  portion  of  the  earth  which  promises  such  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  which  is  to  enjoy  those  blessings 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

We  shall  proceed  w<th  all  the  respect  due  to  your  pa- 
triotic recommendations,  and  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
trust  committed  to  us  by  our  fellow- citizens,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  various  and  important  matters  falling 
within  the  present  session ;  anct,  in  discussing  and  de- 
ciding eadi,  we  shall  feel  every  disposition,  whilst  we 
are  pursuing  the  public  welfare,  which  must  be  the  su- 
preme object  with  allow  constituents,  to  accommodate, 
as  fisr  as  possible,  the  means  of  attaiuiog  it  to  the  senti- 
ments and  wishes  of  every  part  of  them. 

Resolved^  That  the  Speaker,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  present  the  said  Address ;  and  that  Mr. 
Madisok,  Mr.  Laurance,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President 
to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for 
him  to  receive  the  same. 

A  Message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  as  follows : 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Houee  of  Representatives : 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  you, 
for  your  information,  the  Reports  of  Brigadier  General 
Scott  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Wilkinson, 
the  officers  who  commanded  the  two  expeditions  against 
the  Wabash  Indians,  in  the  months  of  June  and  Au- 
gust last,  together  with  the  instructions  by  virtue  of 
which  the  said  expeditions  were  undertaken.  When 
the  operations  now  depending  shall  be  terminated,  the 
reports  relative  thereto  shall  also  be  laid  before  you. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  October  27, 1791. 

Ordered,  That  the  information  referred  to  in  the 
snid  MeHsage  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for 
him  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  in  an- 
swer  to  bis  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress^ 
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reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  on  the 
President,  who  signified  to  them  that  it  would  be 
convenient  to  him  to  receive  the  said  Address  at 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  al  hia  own  house. 


Friday,  October  28. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  registering  ships 
or  vessels,  and  for  regulating  those  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries;  and  that  Mr.  Goodhue, 
Mr.  FiTzsiMoiis,  and  Mr.  Lbajinkd,  be  of  the  said 
committee. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  House,  then  with- 
drew to  the  house  of  the  President  of  tK^  United 
States,  and  there  presented  to  him  the  Address  of 
this  House,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress ;  to  which  the  President  made  the  fol- 
lowing reply : 

Tlie  pleasure  I  derive  from  an  assurance  of  your  at- 
tention to  the  objects  I  have  recommended  to  you  is 
doubled  by  your  concurrence  in  the  testimony  I  have 
bonie  to  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  public  affairs. 

Relying  on  the  sanctions  of  your  enlightened  judg- 
ment, and  on  your  patriotic  aid,  I  shall  be  the  more  en- 
couraged in  all  my  endeavors  for^  the  public  weal,  and 
particularly  in  those  which  may  l>e  reouired  on  my  part 
for  executing  the  salutary  measures  I  anticipate  from 
your  present  deliberations. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  a  copy  of  the 
Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  agreeable  to  the  CeDsus  taken  pursuant  to 
a  law  of  the  Union.  Also,  sundry  papers  from  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  several  per- 
sons who  have  fled  from  justice  from  that  State 
to  the  State  of  Virginia.  The  papers  were  read, 
and  a  motion  laid  on  the  table  oy  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  whom 
the  papers,  respecting  the  persons  fleeing  from 
justice,  should  be  re^rred;  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill  or  bills,  making  a  general  provision 
in  cases  of  persons  charged  with  felony,  treason, 
or  other  crimes,  who  may  flee  from  a  State  having 
cognizance  thereof,  &c. 

The  schedule  of  the  Census  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  other  papers  referred  to  in  the  Message  of 
the  President  received  yesterday,  were  then  read, 
viz. :  An  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  ceding 
«  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  erection  of  light-houses,  and  the  reports  of 
the  commanders  on  the  expeditions  against  the  In- 
dians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sedowtck,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Litermore,  Clark,  Steele,  Bourne  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  Thatcher. 

Mr.  Williamsons  motion,  for  a  committee  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  oet  for  promotinor  the 
progress  of  the  useful  ortsi  was  adopted,  and  the 


following  gentlemen  appointed :  Messrs.  Woluh* 
SON,  Hillhouse,  and  Sedgwick. 


MoHDAT,  October  31. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Vermont, 
Nathaniel  Niles  and  Israel  Smith  ;  from  Miry. 
land,  Upton  Shbridine  ;  from  North  Carolina, 
William  Barrt  Grots  ;  and  from  South  Caro- 
lina,  Robert  Barnwell  —  appeared,  produced 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  laid  on  the  table  a 
resolution  for  extending  the  time  allowed  for  mak. 
ing  a  return  of  the  census  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Sedgwick*s  motion  respecting  persons  who 
flee  from  justice,  dtc,  laid  on  the  table  last  Friday, 
was  committed  to  Messrs.  Sedgwick,  Bouenc  (M.) 
and  White. 

Messrs.  Ames,  Datton,  Brown,  Fmsmoin, 
and  Tucker,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  regular  and  uniform  mode  of  proceeding  in 
cases  of  contested  elections  of  members  of  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sedgwick,  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Wadsworth,  Smith,  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  and  Stltester,  waa  appointed  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  in  certain 
cases. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  schedule  of  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Laurance  observed,  that  there  were  two  ob- 
jects which  presented  for  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee on  this  occasion ;  the  first,  the  apportionment, 
of  the  ratio  of  representation — the  other,  the  sitoa- 
tion  of  the  census  as  it  respects  the  State  of  South 
Carolina — both  of  them  important 

Mr.  L.  proposed  a  resolution  in  regard  to  the  first 
— ^That  till  the  time  of  the  next  enumeration,  the 
number  of  Representatives  shall  be  one  to  every 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants."  He  further  observed, 
that  the  census  of  South  Carolina  not  being  com- 
pleted, and  returns  made  within  the  time  limited  by 
law,  it  remains  that  some  provision  on  that  subjeet 
should  be  made ;  but  as  he  supposed  the  gentlemen 
from  that  Stat«  would  make  a  proposition  to  the 
House,  he  should  waive  any  further  remarlcs  for  the 
present.  He  concluded  by  repeating  liis  motion, 
that  the  ratio  of  representation  should  be  one  for 
every  thirty  thousand. 

Mr.  Litermore  said,  he  was  apprehensive  the 
motion  would  be  premature,  till  the  fate  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed  to  the 
people,  was  known  ;  that  amendment  says  that  the 
ratio  of  representation  shall  be  one  to  every  30,000 
persons,  till  the  number  of  Rcpresentitives 
amounts  to  100 ;  aftor  which  the  ratio  is  to  be  one 
to  40,000.  If  this  amendment  is  agreed  to,  the 
resolution  on  the  table  will  contravene  its  opera- 
tion; if  that  amendment  is  not  adopted  (and  I 
heartily  wish  it  never  may  be)  we  should,  on  the 
proposition  now  moved,  have  a  hirger  House  than 
that  amendment  contemplated;  he  was  opposed 
to  so  large  a  number  of  Representatives  as  would 
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be  consequent  on  the  plan  proposed,  and  concluded 
by  inquiring  whether  the  obove  amendment  had 
been  adopted  by  the  requisite  number,  of  the  Le- 
gislatures ?  On  examination  it  did  not  appear  that 
s  sufficient  number  of  the  StateB  had  made  re- 
torns  respecting  the  amendments  to  determine  the 
question. 

Mr,  Sedgwick  said  the  Constitution  had  provi- 
ded that  the  number  of  Representatives  should 
Dot  exceed  one  for  every  30,000,  but  Congress  may 
inerea«e  the  number  of  constituents  of  each  mem- 
ber. He  read  the  result  of  a  calculation  of  the 
Dumber  of  Representatives  which  would  be  re- 
turned on  a  supposition  of  there  being  one  to  30, 
33,  34,  and  40  thousand  persons.  According  to 
the  present  census,  supposing  South  Carolina  to 
eontain  340  thousand  persons — thirty  thousand 
would  give  110 — thirty-three,  104;  thirty-four, 
100;  and  forty  thousand,  82  members.  Judging 
from  the  sense  of  the  people,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
collected  from  what  had  been  done  respecting  the 
proposed  amendment  on  this  subject,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  ratio  which  would  meet  the  general 
approbation  was  that  which  would  give  about  one 
hundred  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  LzvERMORB  was  in  favor  of  a  ratio  which 
would  give  the  smallest  number  that  was  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  last  up. 

Mr.  White  said,  that  the  general  sentiment  of 
the  people  was  perhaps  more  fully  known  on  the 
subject  before  the  committee,  than  on  any  other 
that  can  come  before  them.  Among  the  objec- 
tions to  the  Constitution,  the  smallness  of  the  re- 
presentation was  very  generally  objected  to.  An 
increase  of  the  number  of  this  House  is  expected. 
It  has  been  said  by  the  enemies  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  Congress  will  never  consent  that  there 
shall  be  a  Representative  for  every  30,000  per- 
sons. The  time  is  now  come  when  the  question 
is  to  be  determined;  and  1  hope,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  Congress  will  act  with  the  utmost  liberality 
OD  the  occasion ;  and  that  they  will  not  diminish  the 
number  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Daytun  considered  the  subject  in  a  differ- 
ent light  from  the  gentleman  last  speaking.  He 
supposed  the  sense  of  the  people  at  the  present  day 
was  opposed  to  a  great  increase  of  the  number  of 
Representatives,  Be  thought  that  one  to  40,000 
persons  would  give  the  most  eligible  number,  but 
was  willing  to  meet  the  gentleman  half  way,  and 
moved  to  insert  the  word^w  between  •*  thirty"  and 
**  thousand,**  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  White  explained  himself  as  referring  par- 
ticuUirly  to  the  time  when  the  Constitution  was 
•dopted. 

Mr.  Sehet  observed,  that  the  subject  was  too 
important,  in  hb  opinion,  to  come  to  a  sudden 
deci:»ion  upon,  especially  as  many  of  the  members 
of  the  House  had  not  arrived.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  should  rise,  report,  and  ask 
leave  to  sii  again.    The  committee  accordingly  rose. 

A  memorial  of  Joseph  Ceracchi,  a  Roman  sculp- 
tor, was  presented  and  read,  proposing  to  execute  a 
monument  to  perpetuate  Amencan  Independence. 
Laid  on  the  table. 


l^UESDAT,  November  1. 

AifTHONT  Wayne,  member  from  Georgia,  and 
JosiAH  Parker,  from  Virginia,  took  their  seats  this 
day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  arrange- 
ment made  in  respect  to  the  division  of  the  United 
States  into  districts  and  surveys,  appointment  of 
inspectors,  and  compensations  to  officers,  pursuant 
to  the  law,  laying  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  && 
Also,  a  copy  of  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury 
of  the  fe^deral  court  of  the  district  of  South  Carolina, 
in  which  the  causes  are  stated  which  prevented  the 
completion  of  the  census  of  that  State  within  the 
time  limited  by  law. 

These  papers  being  read,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  for  allowing  further 
time  to  complete  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  South  Carolina,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  agreed  to;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Boudi- 
NOT,  and  Vknable,  appointed  to  report  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  such  Standing  Rules  and  Orders  as  may 
be  proper  to  be  observed  by  the  House,  brought  in 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

**That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  the  Hoose,  the  amount  of  the 
subscriptions  to  the  public  loan,  naade  pursuant  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  public  debt,  as  well  in  the 
evidences  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States  as 
those  of  the  debts  of  the  respective  States ;  the  amount 
that  remains  unsubscribed ;  also,  such  measures  as  he 
may  think  expedient  to  be  adopted  to  complete  the  ob- 
ject of  the  law.** 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  PRESIDENTS  SPEECa 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  President's  Speech.    The  Speech  being 
read  by  the  Clerk — 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  tlie  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  House  of  Representatives,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  committees,  to  which  almost  every 
object  of  discussion  in  the  President's  Speech  was 
referred,  so  far  monopolized  the  public  business, 
that  during  great  part  of  the  session,  the  Senate 
had  very  little  to  attend  to.  He  thought  it  of  im- 
portance that  a  similar  interference  should  be 
avoided  the  present  session.  He  then  recapitu- 
lated the  principal  objects  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  in  the  Speech ;  and  informed 
the  House  it  had  been  intimated  to  him  that  the 
Senate  proposed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subjects  of  the  Mint,  Weights  and  Measures,  Con- 
suls, election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
the  establishment  of  Land  Offices.  The  House, 
therefore,  if  they  thought  prooer,  might  avoid  a 
primary  discussion  of  these  subjects,  and  employ 
their  deliberations  on  other  important  parts  of  the 
Speech.  Some  of  these  the  House  had  already 
-provided  for,  by  the  appointment  of  committees, 
others  remained  to  be  attended  to;  among  these, 
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the  reference  in  the  Speech  to  the  excise  law,  he 
thought  of  very  material  consequence,  and  accord- 
ingly moved  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
.  to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech  which  relates  to  the  carrying  that 
law  into  execution,  and  to  report  such  circum- 
stances in  the  law,  as  may,  with  consistency,  be 
BO  altered  as  to  remove  any  well-intentioned  ob- 
jections against  it;  also  to  ascertain  and  report 
whether  there  exists  a  due  proportion  between 
the  duties  on  foreign  spirits  and  those  of  domestic 
manufacture. 

Mr.  BouDiiroT  observed,  that  it  struck  him  as 
an  impropriety  for  the  House  to  receive  any  in- 
formation  from  the  Senate,  except  through  an 
appointed  medium;  this  informal  mode,  if  it  was 
allowed,  would  be  a  bad  precedent,  and  productive 
of  great  embarrassment;  the  difficulty  which  has 
been  mentioned  might  be  avoided  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee— which  he  thought  to  be 
the  most  eligible  mode. 

Mr.  Sedowick  replied,  that  he  meant  only  to 
convev  to  the  House  the  information  he  had  re- 
eeived,  which  he  suppof^ed  was  of  importance ;  he 
had  no  intention  of  establishing  a  precedent 

Mr.  Laurance  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
Speech ;  which  being  read,  committees  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  several  articles,  as  before  stated. 

Mr.  Sedgwick's  motion  occasioned  considerable 
debate. 

Mr.  Steele  moved  an  amendment,  by  inserting 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  lieu  of  a  com- 
mittee. This  officer,  he  observed,  was  more  com- 
petent than  any  other  person  to  give  information 
on  the  subject,  as  he  had  paid  the  most  minute 
attention  to  the  operation  of  the  law.  Prejudices, 
he  said,  were  entertained  against  the  Secretary, 
on  account  of  his  having  originally  drafted  the 
law;  these  prejudices  he  wished  to  be  removed, 
as  he  was  well  satisfied  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
House,  as  well  as  of  the  Secretary,  that  every  rea- 
Bonnble  objection  against  the  law  should  be  removed. 

The  motion  for  reference  to  the  Secretary 
was  supported  by  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Laurance, 
Mr.  Gerrt,  Mr.  Smith,  (S.  C.,)  Mr  Ames,  and 
Mr.  Williamson. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  contended  for  a  committee.  He 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Viking,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr. 
BouDiNOT,  and  Mr.  Goodhue.  On  this  side  of 
the  question  it  was  urged,  that  there  was  a  mani- 
fest impropriety  and  want  of  respect  in  referring 
any  part  of  tlie  President's  Speech,  or  a  law  of 
Ujc  Union,  to  the  Head  of  any  particular  Depart- 
ment ;  that  the  information  to  be  derived  from  the 
Secretary  would  of  course  be  received  by  a  com- 
mittee, and  by  them  be  communicatea  to  the 
House.  The  present  subject  involved  considera- 
tions that  should  arrest  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Legislature,  as  they  only  were  competent  to 
decide  upon  them.  The  motion  has  reference  to 
the  rate  of  duties,  and  the  House  was  certainly 
the  most  competent  to  judge  of  and  estimate  the 
public  taxes. 

After  some  further  debate,  Mr.  Sedgwick  with- 
drew his  proposition ;  and  a  motion  by  Mr.  Ames, 


for  a  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  information  respecting  any  difficulties  in  tM 
execution  of  the  law,  was  agreed  to. 

The  business  of  offices  for  the  sale  of  vacant 
lands  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
being  considered  as  particularly  connected  with 
revenue,  a  committee  of  the  House  was  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  or  bills  on  that  aabject 

Wednesday,  November  3. 

A  petition  of  John  Torrey,  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  a  sum 
of  money  which  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  for 
wagonage  on  account  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war.      Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury. 

Mr.  Giles  called  up  a  memorial  from  the  offi* 
cers  of  the  Virginia  line,  and  other  papers  relative 
thereto,  which  were  communicated  by  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  late  Congress,  but  not  acted  upon. 
The  papers  being  read,  he  kid  on  tlie  table  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

**  That  so  much  of  the  Meaaage  and  Communicatkas 
from  the  President  of  the  United  SStatea  to  both  Houftea, 
on  the  17  th  of  January  last,  as  relates  to  the  bounty 
lands  granted  to  the  omcers  and  soldiers  of  the  V irigiiua 
line  on  the  Continental  establishment,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  examine  the  matter  thereof;  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereoo,  to  the 
House." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Datton,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  House,  whether  any  and  what  alter- 
ations in  favor  of  the  spirits  which  shall  be  dis- 
tilled from  articles  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
the  United  States,  or  from  foreign  articles  within  the 
same,  can,  in  his  opinion,  be  made  in  the  excise  law, 
consistently  with  its  main  design,  and  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  faith. 

Mr.  Giles  laid  on  the  table  a  motion,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  should  be 
instructed  to  lay  before  the  House  an  accurate 
statement  of  all  balances  of  pay  which  appear,  by 
the  books  of  his  office,  to  be  due  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  late  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  either  remain  unclaimed,  or  have  been  cLiimed 
but  not  paid ;  together  with  the  reasons  for  with- 
holding payment  from  those  who  may  have  respec- 
tively entered  their  claims  therefor. 

Mr.  ViirufG  laid  on  the  table  a  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee,  to  report  a  bill  or  bills, 
to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throuc^h* 
out  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Datton  laid  on  the  table  a  motion,  that 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts  between  the  United  States  and  individual 
States,  be  directed  to  report  to  :the  House  what 
progress  they  have  made  in  such  settlement ;  and 
their  opinion  as  to  the  prospect  which  the  preiscnt 
state  of  the  business  affords  of  its  speedy  and  final 
conclusion. 

Mr.  Gerrt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk 
county,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made  a 
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port,  tending  to  gnnt  to  all  persons  confined  in 
iDv  State,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  to 
which  they  would  be  entitled  if  confined  under 
the  authority  of  the  State.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Muhlknbkbo  in  (he  chair,  and  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district  of  South  Carolina. 

Some  gentlemen  having  expressed  their  appre- 
hensions .that,  by  the  words  of  the  bill,  the  Marshal 
of  the  district  of  South  Carolina  might  be  empow- 
ered to  make  a  new  enumeration  of  uie  inhabitants, 
which  was  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  House,  and 
would  give  that  State  an  undue  advantage  over  the 
other  States,  an  amendment  was  moved  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  committee,  in  the  following  words: 
**  Provided,  that  in  the  said  return"  \pf  the  enume- 
ration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  South 
Carolina]  **  such  persons  only  shall  be  included  as 
Were  inhabitants  of  the  State  at  the  time  prescribed 
for  taking  the  census,**  &c 

Another  amendment  being  also  proposed  and 
adopted,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  .iinended. 

The  House  then  proc^ing  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  the  committee,  some  remarks  were 
ma^ie,  to  show  that  the  one- above  quoted  might 
tend  to  violate  the  return,  and  was  moreover  an  un- 
neccssary  precaution,  as  the  proposition  was  not 
for  making  the  enumeration  of  the  whole  State,  but 
of  giving  in  the  return  of  the  enumeration  already 
made,  and  completing  the  census,  by  the  addition 
of  a  very  small  district,  that  was  not  yet  included 
in  the  general  return.  The  amendment  was  there- 
fore rejected  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

Thubsoat,  November  8. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  Richabd  Bland 
Lee  and  Johm  Page,  from  Virginia,  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

An  engrossed  hill  granting  further  time  for  mak- 
ing Return  of  the  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  District  of  South  Carolina  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  and  Com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  both  Houses,  on  the  seventeenth  of  January  last, 
as  relates  to  the  bounty  lands  granted  to  the  late 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to- 
gether with  all  previous  proceedings  of  Congress, 
or  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  all 
papers  relative  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Clabk,  and  Mr.  Livermore, 
with  instructions  to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  w^ith  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  directing  the  mode 
in  which  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed  shall  be 


renewed ;  and  that  Mr.  Sedowick»  Mr.  Giles,  and 
Mr.  Datton  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered^  That  the  Report  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, concerning  such  matters  relative  to  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  as  require  to  be  remedied,  together  with  cer- 
tain propositions  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  were  offered  on  the 
third  of  March  last,  and  deferred  for  consideration 
to  the  present  session,  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of  the 
Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Laurancb  was  again  read,  viz : 
**  That  until  the  next  enumeration  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  one  Repre- 
sentative for  every  thirty  thousand  persons." 
•  Mr.  Sbdowigk  moved  to  insert  the  word  four^ 
between  **  thirty'*  and  **  thousand." 

Mr.  Datton,  moved  to  strike  out  thirty ^  before 
"  thousand,"  and  leave  the  blank  to  be  filled  up. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  insert  forty  thousand, 

Mr.  Clark  observed,  that  it  was  well  known  that 
great  uneasiness  prevailed  among  the  people  in  var- 
ious parts  of  the  Union,  on  account  of  the  sala- 
ries and  compensations  to  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment The  expense  of  supporting  the  Government 
was  increasing,  and  it  must  therefore  be  contrary  to 
the  general  wishes  of  the  people  to  enlarge  the  re- 
presentation, which  would  add  to  the  public  bur- 
den, without  being  productive  of  any  advantage. 
He  was  in  favor,  therefore,  of  striking  **  thirty,"  and 
inserting /arty. 

Mr,  Williamson,  after  a  few  preliminary  re- 
marks on  the  several  calculations  that  different 
members  had  made,  and  applying  the  various 
results  to  the  population  of  the  sn^all  States  in 
particular,  observed,  that  such  a  ratio  should  be 
adopted  as  would  leave  the  fewest  fractions,  and 
at  the  same  time  do  as  much  justice  as  possible  to 
those  States.  With  respect  to  the  general  ques- 
tion, he  thought  the  people  were  divided  in  opin- 
ion; some  were  in  favor  of  a  large  representa- 
tion, others  were  opposed  to  a  great  addition  to 
the  present  number.  The  expense  of  supporting 
the  Government  is  great;  the  people  realize  that 
in  the  nature  of  things  it  must  increase ;  this  con- 
sideration should  lead  to  adopt  a  modium,  and  if 
possible  to  fix  on  a  ratio  that  might  give  general 
satisfaction.  At  all  events,  he  wished  that  Con- 
gress would  reserve  to  itself  the  power  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  Representatives,  in  case  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  should  be  in  favor  of  the 
measure.  He  observed  that  the  lowest  number  of 
constituents  which  had  been  mentioned  was  thirty 
thousand,  and  the  highest  forty ;  if  gentlemen  could 
not  agree  in  either,  he  hoped  they  would  adopt  the 
medium. 

Mr.  Laurauce  objected  to  striking  out  thirty. 
This  subject,  said  he,  has  been  canvassed  through- 
out America;  innumerable  are  the  pamphlet  and 
newspaper  publications  which  have  appeared  in 
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all  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  smallness  of 
the  representation  was  early  objected  to;  and  it 
was  very  generally  expected,  that  when  the  amend* 
ments  to  the  Constitution  took  place,  that  one 
Representative  to  every  thirty  thousand  persons 
would  be  the  established  ratio.  The  majority  of 
the  publications  on  this  subject  —  the  various 
amendments  proposed  by  the  States,  all  plainly 
declare  that  the  sense  of  the  people  is  in  &vor  of 
one  for  every  thirty  thousand.  And  what  are  the 
objections?  It  is  said  that  the  public  business 
will  be  impeded  by  a  large  number  of  members  in 
the  House,  and  that  the  expense  will  increase  the 
public  burdens  of  the  people.  With  respect  to  the 
iirst  objection,  it  seems  to  be  a  general  idea  of 
gentlemen,  that  about  one  hundred  members  would 
be  the  most  eligible  number;  the  proposed  ratio 
will  give  about  one  hundred  and  twelve,  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  or  twelve  cannot  embarrass  the  public 
business.  The  objection  on  account  of  an  increase 
of  the  expense,  he  did  not  consider  as  well  founded. 
The  increase  of  the  representation  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  the  people  who  pay  for 
the  support  of  the  Government.  The  objection 
he  could  not  consider,  therefore,  of  sufficient  weight 
to  deter  Congress  from  establishing  such  a  ratio 
as  would  give  a  representation  fully  competent  to 
doing  full  justice  to  every  part  of  the  Union.  The 
Government  is  a  Government  by  representation,  and 
it  is  of  the  last  importance  that  the  confidence  of  the 
people  should  be  inspired  by  feeling  that  their  inter- 
ests are  fully  represented. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  that  increasing  the  ratio  would 
undoubtedly  excite  uneasiness  and  complaint  in 
some  of  the  States,  by  diminishing  their  present 
representation.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
few  remarks  he  had  made  were  crude  and  undi- 
gested. Not  expecting  the  subject  to  be  brought 
forward  this  day,  he  had  not  revolved  it  sufficiently 
in  his  mind.  He  hoped,  however,  that  what  had 
been  said  would  prevent  a  sudden  decision  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  committee  should  rise, 
report,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to,  _ 

Friday,  November  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Egbert  Benson,  from 
New  York,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  reports  on 
the  several  petitions  of  John  Younglove,  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Washing- 
ton, in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  of  John  Torrey, 
administrator,  &c.,  of  the  late  Major  Joseph  Tor- 
rey ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  reports  of  committees  on  the  memorials  of 
F.  and  J.  Choat,  Susannah  Fowle,  and  the  Sheriff 
of  Sufiblk  county,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
being  called  up, 

Mr.  Sedgwick  moved,  that  the  House  should  ac- 
cept the  committee's  report  on  the  last  mentioned 


memorial,  viz :  that  a  committee  would  be  appoint- 
ed to  bring  in  a  bill  allowing  to  prisoners,  coDfined 
in  any  State  under  the  authority  of  the  UDited 
States,  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  as  are 
enjoyed  by  persons  confined  under  the  authoritjr  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  Livbrmore  doubted  whether  the  House  had 
a  right  to  accept  the  report  Certain  indulgences, 
he  observed,  are  allowed  to  prisoners  in  some 
States,  which  are  not  granted  in  others;  and  he 
would  ask,  whether  the  Flouse  could  establish  anj 
uniform  rule  for  such  cases  throughout  the  United 
States?  If  the  indulgence  was  only  granted  in 
conformity  to  the  State  laws,  it  would  not  be  nni- 
form.  He  wished,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  that 
in  every  State  there  were  laws  equally  indulgent  to 
confined  debtors ;  and,  were  this  the  case,  he  would 
cheerfully  concur  in  accepting  the  report  But, 
since  the  case  was  otherwise,  and  that  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  measure  would  establish  a  system 
not  uniform,  he  wished  that  the  report  should  be 
referred  to  the  committee,  that  was  proposed  to  be 
appointed,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of 
an  uniform  system  of  Bankrupt  kws  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Sedowxck,  after  several  remarks  in  support 
of  his  motion,  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope, 
that  the  House  possessed  sufficient  authority  to 
make  such  provisions  in  favor  of  unfortunate  debt- 
ors as  humanity  itself  dictated.  He  did  not  recol- 
lect to  have  ever  heard  so  many  disagreeable  ob- 
servations made  on  any  subject,  as  on  the  confine- 
ment of  prisoners  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  more  rigorous  than  could  be  the 
case  under  the  laws  of  the  State  which  he  repre- 
sented. 

Mr.  White  was  against  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  on  this  particular  case,  as  it  was  one  of 
many  that  would,  of  course,  occur  in  the  execution 
uf  the  Judiciary  system.  He  wished  the  case  in 
question  should  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday,  on  the  Report  of  the  Attoniej 
General ;  and  that  every  inconvenience  that  might 
be  foreseen  in  the  Judiciary  system  should,  as  far 
possible,  be  remedied. 

Mr.  Sedowick  having  consented  to  withdraw  bis 
motion  in  fiivor  of  Mr.  Whitens  proposal. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  revision  of  the  Judiciary  system. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  petition  of  Susan- 
nah Fowle,  and  the  committee^s  report  thereon,  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  tho  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of  F.  and  I.  Choat,  that  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition  cannot  be  granted,  was  accepted  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  FiTzsiM ONS  moved  for  tho  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pilots, 
and  to  provide  for  the  superintendence  of  the  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania. 

A  proposition  being  made  to  extend  the  effects 
of  the  bill  in  contemplation,  to  the  United  States 
in  general,  it  was,  after  some  remarks  made  by 
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Messrs.  Lbc,   Fitzsimons,   and   Willumson,   or- 
dered that  the  motion  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Laurajccc  suggested  the  propriety  of  post- 
poning the  order  of  the  day  (the  consideration  of 
the  census)  until  some  day  next  week,  when  a 
fuller  House  might  be  expected.  It  was  accord- 
ingly postponed  till  Thursday  next 

Monday,  November  7. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Penn- 
sjlvania,  William  Fikdlat;  from  North  Caro- 
lint,  John  Baptist  Ashe  ;  and  from  Georgia, 
AsaAHAM  Baldwin  ;  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Spkakcr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  of  certain  estimates  of  sums  ncces- 
sxry  to  be  appropriated  for  various  objects  therein 
specified,  including  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Lau- 
SAHCE,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Ashe,  with  instruc- 
tions to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  pursu- 
ant thereto. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  further  time  for  making  return  of  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
South  Carolina,**  with  several  amendments,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments ;  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  en- 
titled *'  An  act  making  provision  for  the  reduction 
of  the  public  debt,'*  stating  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chases which  have  been  made  of  the  public  debt, 
in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the 
said  act;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Uble. 

CASE  OF  JOHN  TORREY. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  pe- 
titioD  of  John  Torrey  was  taken  into  consideration. 
This  report  was  against  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion :  as  the  late  Major  Torrey  died  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  war,  and,  leaving  no  widow  or  or- 
phan, his  heirs  are  not  entitled  by  any  law  to 
commutation  or  half-pay. 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  Congress  stipulated 
with  the  officers  of  the  army  that  those  which  con- 
tinued in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war  should 
be  allowed  half-pay  for  life,  or  commutation.  The 
question,  then,  was,  whether  Major  Torrey  had 
performed  his  part  of  the  contract?  In  his  opin- 
ion he  had;  for,  though  the  army  was  continued 
in  pay  till  November,  yet  it  is  well  known  that 
hostilities  had  ceased  before  the  period  at  which 
Major  Torrey  died.  Mr.  A.  further  observed  that 
this  was  m  case  iui  generis;  that  the  application 
was  founded  in  the  strictest  justice ;  and,  were  he 
to  determine  it  in  a  judicial  capacity,  he  should 
be  as  clear  to  decide  it  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  as  he  should  in  the  case  of  a  simple 
note  of  hand.    He  added  several  other  remarks, 


and  concluded  by  a  motion  that  the  petition,  to- 
gether with  the  report  thereon,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  in  order  that  the  principle  for 
which  he  contended  might  be  fully  discussed  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  White  opposed  the  motion  for  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee.  He  mentioned  several  dif- 
ficulties which  must  occur  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  on  account  of  past  decisions  of  Con- 
gress. The  petition  (raid  he)  appears  to  create  a 
debt  which  is  not  cognizable  by  Congress,  as  it 
did  not  exist  agreeably  to  the  act  of  limitation  at 
the  time  of  adopting  the  new  Constitution.  He 
should  rather  be  in  favor  of  a  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  he  considered  the  ap- 
plication in  a  quite  different  light  from  the  gen- 
tleman last  up.  It  is  not  a  petition  for  a  grant 
from  Government;  but  for  the  settlement  of  a  just 
account  and  payment  of  a  just  debt,  which  really 
existed  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  present 
Government 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed,  that  all  the  difficulty 
in  the  case  appears  to  arise  from  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  time  when  the  war  ceased«  This, 
be  conceived,  might  easily  be  determined  by  the 
period  to  which  the  army  of  the  United  States 
had  been  paid  and  discharged. 

Mr.  Clark  was  against  a  rcfcrcithc  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  He  saw  no  difficulty  in  de- 
termining the  business ;  but,  if  we  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  it  will  appear  as  if  we  were 
fishing  for  applicants.  This  has  been  called  a 
single  case ;  but,  he  believed,  if  the  door  was  once 
opened,  we  should  soon  find  a  great  many  like  it 
He  wished  rather  that  the  business  should  rest 
where  it  was. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  was  equally  opposed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  was  in  favor  of  proceeding  in  the 
usual  way,  and  coming  to  a  vote  upon  the  report 
Congress  promised  that  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  officers  who  died  in  the  service  of  the 
country  should  be  entitled  to  half-pay  for  life.  In 
the  present  case  it  happens  that  there  are  neither 
widows  nor  orphans,  but  some  more  distant  rela- 
tions who  want  it  He  enlarged  on  the  confusion 
wliich  would  be  consequent  on  establishing  a  pre- 
cedent like  that  proposed,  and  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  he  had  heard  nothing  sufficient  to  induce 
a  deviation  from  the  line  already  prescribed. 

Mr.  Page  was  in  favor  of  a  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  for  though  he  had  a  high 
respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  officer  who  had  made 
the  report,  yet,  if  an  individual  member  of  the 
House  should  at  any  time  express  a  wish  to  have 
a  report  from  the  Head  of  any  Department  what- 
ever discussed  in  the  Committee,  he  should  be  in 
favor  of  his  being  gratified. 

The  motion  for  a  select  committee  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ames  then  moved  that  the  report  should 
be  rejected. 

This  motion  was  followed  by  one  for  a  refer- 
ence to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  Mr.  Wads- 
worth,  who  observed,  that  he  considered  the  ap- 
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Elication  as  involving  this  question :  Whether  the 
eirs  or  representatives  of  every  officer  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  any  period 
of  the  war,  should  not  be  entitled  to  commutation 
or  half-pay  for  life  ? 

The  question  for  a  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  to  be 
taken  up  to-morrow. 

JOHN  YOUNGLOVE. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Younglove,  and  a  counter-petition 
thereto  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  next  taken  into  consideration. 
The  counter-petition  contained  sundry  charges  of 
unfair  conduct  in  procuring  the  pension  granted 
to  Mr.  Younglove.  The  report  exculpates  the  pe- 
titioner from  any  imputation  of  deception  in  re- 
spect tp  the  means  employed  in  obtaining  the  pen- 
sion, and  assigns  the  reasons  on  which  it  was 
granted  by  Congress,  and  concludes  by  stating  this 
inquiry :  Whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  repeal 
that  part  of  the  law  which  assigns  a  pension  to  the 
petitioner,  agreeably  to  the  prayer  of  the  counter- 
petition  ? 

Mr.  Laurancb  moved  the  following  resolution : 

'*  Resolvedt  That  it  would  be  inexpedieDt  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  law  on  which  the  peodion  to  John  Young- 
love  was  founded." 

Some  discisBsion  of  the  subject  took  place  in 
consequence  of  this  motion,  which  was  eventually 
superseded  by  a  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Benson, 
to  this  effect :  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  in  the  State  of  New  York,  that 
60  much  of  a  law  of  the  United  States  as  grants  a 
pension  to  John  Younglove  may  be  repealed,  can- 
not be  granted. 

This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  postponed. 

JOSEPH  TUCKER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thatches,  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  to  the  first  Congress,  on 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Tucker  and  others,  praying 
compensation  as  agents  to  certain  regiments,  last 
war,  was  taken  into  consideration.  This  report 
was  against  the  petition.  The  same  being  read, 
«  Mr.  Thatcher  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
jected by  the  House,  and  that  there  be  allowed  to 
the  said  Joseph  Tucker  and  others  the  sum  of  one 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  received  and  payed  by  them 
respectively,  including  the  sums  granted  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  objected  to  this  motion.  He 
thought  the  proper  question  before  the  House  was, 
Whether  the  report  of  the  Secretary  should  be 
agreed  to  or  not?  The  motion  involved  a  partial 
decision  on  a  case  which  was  by  no  means  singu- 
lar, as  similar  applications  had  been  made  to  Con- 
gress. He  moved  that  the  report  should  be  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  inquired  whe- 
ther the  amount  of  the  sums  received  by  those 
agents  from  the  public  had  been  all  paid  over  by 
them  to  the  uses  for  which  they  were  received; 
and  what  was  the  actual  amount  of  their  commis- 
sions on  the  sums  paid  ? 


The  amount  of  the  sums  received  was  only  men- 
tioned in  the  Secretary's  report. 

Mr.  Sedowick  observed,  that  the  accoants  of 
the  petitioners,  it  appears,  have  been  settled  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts ;  and,  should  the 
motion  be  agreed  to,  it  would  lead  to  a  revision  of 
all  the  accounts  which  had  been  settled  mt  that 
period  on  similar  principles. 

Mr.  Thatches,  in  reply,  said  that  his  colleagae 
was  mistalAn  in  respect  to  the  accounts  being  set- 
tled, as  some  of  the  parties  had  informed  him  that 
they  never  acquiesced  in  such  a  settlement,  and 
would  not  receive  the  certificate  tendered  theoa  as 
compensation  for  their  services,  as  its  intrinsic 
value  was  much  less  than  their  just  demand. 

The  motion  for  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  being  put,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative;  and  Mr.  Thatcher's  motion  was  su- 
perceded of  course. 

Tuesday  November  8. 
Another  member,  to  wit:  Andrew  Grkog,  from 
Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

JOHN  TORREY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  petition  of  John  Torrey,  adminis- 
trator of  Major  Joseph  Torrey,  deceasca. 

Mr.  Ames  objected  to  the  motion  for  accepting 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  said,  it 
must  be  apparent  that  he  was  placed  by  accident 
in  a  relation  to  the  subject  in  debate  which  he 
should  not  have  adopted  of  choice.  With  very 
little  knowledge  of  the  parties  and  their  connex- 
ions, and  the  interests  that  would  be  involved  by 
the  decision,  he  seemed  to  be  considered  as  stand- 
ine  sponsor  for  the  petitioner.  He  might  justify 
this  active  support  of  the  petition,  by  assigning 
motives  which  were  common  to  other  gentlemen ; 
but  as  they  have  continued  silent,  I  will  assign  a 
reason  for  speaking,  which  is  peculiar  to  myself 
Nothing  excites  a  person  to  a  more  fervid  defence 
of  his  opinions,  than  the  supposed  discovery  that 
they  are  misunderstood,  and  the  foixe  of  the  rea- 
sons on  which  he  had  formed  them,  unduly  esti- 
mated. 

Congress  promised  half-pay  to  the  officers  who 
should  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  ttar — 
This  was  afterwards  made  a  commutation  for 
half-pay.  Major  Torrey  continued  in  service  till 
September,  1783,  when  he  died.  The  question  is, 
did  he  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war? 
The  provisional  articles  of  peace  were  signed  on 
the  30th  November  1782 ;  but  they  were  to  re- 
main without  force  till  terms  of  peace  should  be 
agreed  upon  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 
This  took  place  on  the  80th  January,  1783,  and 
the  ratifications  were  exchanged  on  the  3d  Febra- 
ary,  1763,  at  Paris.  The  provisional  treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America  was  then  a 
treaty  of  peaee^  and  according  to  the  words  of  that 
treatv  was  concluded.  Accordingly,  on  the  11th 
April,  1783,  Congress,  by  a  proclamation  made 
known  those  facts,  and  the  stipulations  made,  in 
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regard  to  tbe  periods  when  hostilities  should  cease, 
bj  the  oontractiiig  psrties  to  the  treaty.  Hosti- 
lities did  cease,  sod  before  the  end  of  April,  1788, 
til  America  was  in  perfect  peace.  The  late  hos- 
tile natioiis  shook  hands,  our  vessels  sailed  in- safe- 
ty, and  bj  sea  and  land  reconciliation  succeeded  to 
hostility. 

Bttt  did  all  this  put  an  end  to  the  war  f    The 
children  in  the  street  would  answer  this  question : 
They  would  say,  it  is  peace  when  it  is  not  war. 
Of  all  facts,  the  most  notorious  seems  to  be  the 
ftate  of  war ;  and  it  is  the  (act  that  the  war  was  at 
an  end,  (and  not  any  after  resoWe  of  Congress)  that 
the  communication  of  Major  Torrey  was  made  to 
hinge  upon.    When  the  meaning  of  a  bargain  is 
disputed,  it  is  usual  to  search  out  the  intention  of 
the  contracting  parties  when  it  was  made.    Sup- 
posing, instead  of  inteipreting  a  resoWe  of  Con- 
gress, any  twelve  of  this  body  had  to  try  a  case 
between  two  private  persons ;  suppose  that  a  man 
had  giren  his  note  of  hand  for  a  sum  to  be  paid 
9i  ^  tnd  of  the  wir.    Would  twelve  of  this 
HoQse,  or  would  any  jury  in  the  country,  say  that 
the  war  continued  longer  than  hostilities  f    In  pri- 
vate life,  a  man  would  &ink  it  touched  his  character 
to  refuse  paying  bis  note  in  such  case.    Surely  a  €K>- 
Temment  ought  to  perform  its  promise  with  as 
much  delicacy  and  exactness.    Congress  did  not 
promise  tbe  half-pay,  and  afterward  the  commuta- 
tion, on  the  condition  that  a  man  should  serve  till 
they  should  think  proper  to  say  the  war  was  at  an 
end.    He  depended  on  the  stubborn  yact  that  it  did 
end,  which  no  resolution  of  Congress  could  change ; 
sod  not  on  the  refining  opinion  when  the  officers 
might  safely  be  discharged — for  that  we  see  might 
be  differently  formed,  according  to  the  different 
views  of  policy  and  safety  at  the  time.    An  officer 
having  this  promise  of  Congress,  has  a  right  to 
this  commutation  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  in 
pursuance  of  tbe  treaty.    If  this  is  disputed,  the 
meaning  of  the  words   '^  the  €nd  of  the  war^'^ 
sheuld  be  decided  as  it  was  understood  at  the  time 
<^  the  promise.     Will  any  one  believe  that  the  8d 
XoTember,  1788,  was  the  term,  after  the  state  of 
var  and  ail  the  treaties  which  put  an  end  to  it, 
hftd  been  long  passed?    If  any  doubt  still  remains, 
vriters  on  the  law  of  nations  should  be  consulted. 
For  tbe  <^cer  may  justly  cbim  an  execution  of 
the  promise  according  to  law ;  that  is  the  umpire 
between  Government  and  the  people.    On  appeal- 
ing to  the  law  of  nations,  we  find  that  war  is  de- 
fined to  be  **  the  state  in  which  a  nation  prosecutes 
its  right  by  forccL**    "  Peace  is  opposed  to  the  state 
Df  war — ^an  accommodation  is  proposed  and  con- 
litioos  agreed  on,  and  thus  peace  puts  an  end  to 
rar."    "  When  the  Powers  at  war  agree  to  lay 
Wn  their  arms,  the  agreement  is  the  treaty  of 
letce.**    *^The  general  and  necessary  effects  of 
)esce,  are  the  reconciliation  of  enemies  and  the 
^ssation  of  hostilities ;  it  restores  Uie  two  nations 
0  th^  natural  state."    Would  any  jury  in  this 
ioontry  say,  that  the  matter  of  fact  and  the  prin- 
iples  of  law  were  not  in  lavor  of  the  petition! 
^ply  these  maxims  of  law  to  the  case.    The  pro- 
isional  articles  of  November,  1782,  were  of  them- 
eWes  nothing^  it  is  true,  but  they  were  to  consti 
2d  Cos. 


tute  the  treaty  of  peace,  whenever  Great  Britain 
and  France  luul  i^greed  on  the  terqis  of  peace. 
As  these  two  powers  did  agree  on  the  80th  Janu- 
ary, and  ratified  the  terms  on  the  8d  February, 
1788,  thtn  the  provisional  articles,  to  use  the  very 
words  of  the  preamble,  did  eon$litute  tho  treaty  of 
peace ;  it  was  th&n  a  concluded  thing ;  and  peace 
in  iact  took  place  in  the  several  parts  of  the  world 
on  the  appointed  days. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  preliminaries  were 
no  more  than  a  suspension  of  arms — ^that  the  state 
of  war  still  continued,  until  a  d^nite  treaty.  To 
this  it  is  answered,  that  preliminaries  bind  the 
national  faith,  if  violated,  the  periured  faithless 
nation  would  kindle  a  new  war.  By  the  law  of 
nations  there  is  not  such  a  distinction  as  that 
which  is  alleged,  between  preliminary  and  defini- 
tive treaties^  Let  the  authorities  for  such  a  dis- 
tinction be  produced  by  those  who  make  it  But 
they  do  not  exist— a  truce  does  not  put  an  end  to 
a  war — a  truce  is,  however,  a  suspension  of  war 
for  a  specified  term.  At  the  end  of  this  term,  the 
war  b^ns  again,  of  course,  without  any  iresh 
declaration.  But  a  suspension  of  hostilities  for  an 
indefinite  period,  is  not  a  truce,  but  a  peace ;  espe- 
cially if  it  is  added,  that  it  is  agreed  upon  by  &)e 
belligerent  nations  in  consequence  of  a  settlement 
of  their  disputes,  and  if  it  happens  in  fact  that  the 
war  is  not  revived.  Those  who  make  so  much  of 
a  definite  treaty,  and  so  light  of  preliminaries, 
should  consider  that,  on  their  own  system,  the  for- 
mer is  a  kind  of  defeasance  which  annuls  the  lat- 
ter. But  when  the  definitive  treaty  is  signed,  the 
preliminaries,  which  before  were  liable  to  be  an- 
nulled, now  become  of  force,  and  the  treaty,  now 
become  indefeasable,  takes  its  date  from  the  pre- 
liminaries. Though  this  mode  of  reasoning  has  not 
much  weight  on  my  mind,  it  ought  to  have  some 
with  those  who  have  set  up  the  distinction  which 
it  is  adduced  to  overthrow. 

These  are  the  reasons  on  which  I  have  formed 
my  opinion  that  the  war  ended  in  fkct  in  April, 
1788,  when  hostilities  ceased  by  mutual  agree- 
ment of  the  Powers  at  war.  My  opinion  is  sup- 
ported by  authority  much  more  reputable  than 
any  I  can  give  to  it  The  law  courts  in  this  coun- 
try have  decided  it  judicially ;  cases  of  captured 
vessels,  and  the  question  of  interest  on  British 
debts,  have  produced  decisions  in  eytary  State  of 
the  Union,  unless  I  am  misinformed,  that  the  war 
ended  in  March  or  April,  1788.  The  courts  in 
England,  and  in  every  countrv  where  the  war 
spread,  on  trials  of  property,  have  made  similar 
decisions.  Miyor  Torrey  died  in  September,  1788 ; 
shall  this  body  decide  against  the  settied  rule  of 
all  the  law  courts? 

It  remains  to  remove  some  objections : 

It  is  alleged,  that  Congress  have  by  various  re- 
solves fixed  the  period  of  the  war,  and  have  de- 
clared that  the  8d  November,  1788,  is  the  term. 
If  they  had  declared  that  it  should  be  computed 
from  the  end  of  the  world,  it  would  not  alter  the 
truth  of  the  &ct  Jfter  dedarations  ought  not  to 
be  received  to  change  their  own  promises.  But  a 
decUration,  or  a  dozen  of  them,  made  for  another 
purpose,  and  not  to  declare  the  meaning  of  the 
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oontrftct,  cannot  on  anj  principle  b«  received  to 
interpret  it  It  ig  not  neceisary,  however^  to  con- 
tend against  those  resolves  of  Congress.  They' 
are  irreconcilaUe  with  the  former  engagement  to 
Major  Torrey.  In  undertaking  to  reconcile  them, 
I  feel  that  I  impose  a  task  on  myself  which  is 
made  heavy  by  the  prepossession^  of  many  of  my 
friends ;  I  believe  the  minds  of  gentlemen  are  per* 
fectly  iair,  and  well-disposed  to  doing  the  peti- 
tioner justice.  But  I  hone  I  shall  not  be  thought 
to  intend  any  offence,  when  I  remark  that  certain 
ideas,  such  as  that  this  claim  is  cut  off  by  resolves 
of  Congress,  and  that  on  allowing  it,  confusion 
would  take  place  in  the  business  of  the  public 
offices,  were  started  with  the  discussion,  and  they 
have  remained  so  woven  into  the  texture  of  the 
debate,  that  I  think  it  hard  to  unravel  them.  It 
was  soon  manifest  that  there  was  a  general  dis- 
position to  vote  against  the  petition.  This  op- 
portunity for  debate  seems  to  have  been  accorded 
as  of  grace,  rather  than  as  a  means  of  removing 
any  existing  doubts  of  their  own.  Having  adopt- 
ed these  opinions,  this  is  rather  a  form  of  reAisal 
than  a  mode  of  inquiring;  and  it  seems  to  have 
been  chosen  with  every  circumstance  of  decency, 
and  with  all  possible  steadfastness  of  purpose. 
Yet  I  will  proceed  to  state,  that  the  pmnt  whether 
the  war  was  at  an  end  when  hostilities  ended  in 
April,  1783,  being  already  considered  fully,  we  are 
to  look  for  other  reasons  than  such  as  relate  to 
the  commutation,  to  explain  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress which  continued  the  service  of  the  officers 
beyond  the  end  of  the  war,  and  as  late  as  Novem- 
ber, 1788.  A  mistake  seems  to  have  crept  in 
here.  It  seems  to  be  supposed  that  the  officers 
were  engaged  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  just 
long  enough  to  secure  their  commutation.  But 
the  commutation  depended  on  one  thing — the 
term  of  their  service  on  another.  The  former 
was  their  right  at  the  end  of  the  war ;  but  they 
were  to  remain  in  service  till  dismissed,  unless 
the^  should  think  fit  sooner  to  resign.  They  held 
their  commissions  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 
Though  when  the  war  ended  ihej  had  a  right  to 
the  commutation,  they  had  no  nght  to  say  their 
service  was  at  an  end.  They  did  not  choose  to 
resign :  Congress,  for  wise  reasons,  did  not  choose 
to  dismiss  them.  A  foreign  army  was  still  in 
New  York.  They  were  sent  home  on  furlough, 
but  drawing  pay,  and  liable  to  be  called  into  the 
field.  Congress,  in  their  resolves,  did  not  say  that 
it  was  not  peace,  but  in  effect  that  it  was  unsafe 
to  disarm.  Gentlemen  are  not  well  agreed  among 
themselves  as  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Some  fix  it 
at  the  definitive  treaty  of  September  8, 1788 ;  others 
at  November  8.  Their  conclusions  agree  as  illy 
with  their  principles ;  for  if  the  definitive  treaty 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  how  can  the  same  gentle- 
men say  that  the  war  was  kept  alive,  on  the  jour- 
nals of  Coneress,  till  November,  17881  Here, 
then,  were  Peace  and  War  subsisting  quietly  to- 
gether during  two  months. 

The  fears  of  making  confusion  by  opening  a 
door  to  many  applications,  seem  to  be  groundless. 
A  man  must  have  died  between  the  end  of  hos- 
tilities and  November,  1783,  to  place  a  claim  on 


the  like  footing.  The  living  have  had  their  con- 
mutations;  they  cannot  come :  and  no  other  ofiBotr 
died  in  that  period,  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  I  hm 
inquired,  and  cannot  find  at  the  office  of  the  Seo^ 
taiy  of  War  any  precedent  which  militates  with 
this  claim,  nor  any  reason  to  suppose  that  any 
similar  one  will  be  offered. .  The  case  is  a  new 
one ;  it  stands  alone^  and  probably  ever  will,  and 
it  must  be  decided  on  its  own  merits.  BdieTiog 
the  fact  to  be  indisputable  that  lUUx  Tomj 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  oonfldiDg  in  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  settled 
decisions  of  the  Judicial  Courts,  I  have  endeavored 
to  explain  my  ideas  with  perspicuity,  and  to  im- 
press them  with  force.  I  have  said  more  than 
questions  touching  an  individual  will  often  be 
found  to  merit ;  but  when  public  principles  an 
construed  to  the  prejudice  of  private  rights,  the 
debate  cannot  be  treated  too  seriously. 

Mr.  BouDnf OT  said,  he  differed  in  opinion  froa 
the  gentleman  in  his  construction  of  tne  business. 
He  did  not  coincide  in  the  idea  that  the  decision 
of  the  present  question  should  be  on  a  stricUj  ju- 
dicial principle.  The  petition  is  founded  on  cer- 
tain resolutions  and  laws  of  Congress;  and  as  there 
are  certain  established  rules  which  hare  been 
observed  in  settling  with  every  other  officer  am- 
larly  circumstanced.  Congress  cannot  now  with 
propriety  break  through  those  rules ;  to  these  the; 
ought  to  adhere,  till  by  the  decision  oi  some  Jo- 
dicial  Court  it  shall  appear  that  they  are  oontranr 
to  the  rules  of  justice.  [Here  Mr.  Ames  reque&ti^ 
Mr.  BounwoT  to  point  out  the  rules  to  which  be 
referrcKl.]  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  report  now  ai;- 
der  consideration,  which  was  founded  on  a  resoiii' 
tion  of  Congress,  that  the  time  for  wluch  the  troT 
was  engaged  should  expire  in  November,  ITSS, 
This  has  been  made  a  rule  in  aU  the  settlement^ 
with  the  officers  of  the  army. 

The  terms  of  the  contract,  between  the  office 
and  the  United  States,  depended,  he  said,  on  tU 
decision  of  the  sovereign  power ;  that  was  autbo 
rized  alone  to  determine  when  the  war  sbooN 
cease.    That  power  was  vested  in  the  theni:xid 
ing  Congress,  who,  although  they   entered  m 
provisional  articles  in  November,  1788,  did  na 
however,  think   proper   immediately  to  disbaa 
their  armies  or  put  an  end  to  the  wm*,  as  it  wi 
yet  uncertain  whether  those  provisional  artici^ 
would  be  ratified  by  Great  Britain,  or  a  treat? 
peace    concluded    between     Great    Britain   aa 
France :  a  circumstance  which  was  necessary  b^ 
fore  those  articles  could  be  definitively  bindin 
It  was  only  when  the  definitive  treaty  was  nam 
that  Congress  determined  the  period  of  the  wa 
The  army,  when  finally  disbanded  and  paid  up 
that  day,  acknowledged,  by  accepting  their  pay,  tn 
it  was  then  only  the  war  ended ;  and,  as  &r  j 
was  in  their  power,  assented    to   the  princii 
which  he  maintained,  that  the  provisional  ai 
had  not  before  put  an  end  to  the  war.    Supp< 
that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  definitive  treaty,  Coj 
gress  had  not  agreed  to  the  terms,  would  the 
have  then  been  considered  as  at  an  end  f    Wot 
not  Congress  have  been  in  the  same  ^tuation 
before  the  signing  of  the  provisional  articles? 
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was  Moenuy  that  Congress  should,  by  a  definitive 
act,  determioe  when  the  war  ceased.  Oongress 
hid  passed  such  an  act ;  and  the  House  at  present 
cannot  with  propriety  enter  into  a  resolution  to 
alter  the  period.  The  argument  of  inconrenience 
ovgbtalso  to  have  some  weight  with  the  House; 
for  if  any  alteration  were  now  to  be  made  in 
the  law,  it 'must  have  a  retrospect  to  all  the 
widows  and  children  of  deeeas^  ofllcers,  who 
hare  received  half  pay  for  years  past  Besides, 
nan/  officers  who  have  not  hitherto  considered 
Aemselves  as  entitled  to  half-pay,  would,  in  consc- 
ience of  such  an  alteration,  have  a  right  to  apply 
for  it 

Mr.  LiURAKCB  said,  he  doubted  not  the  gentle- 
Ban  who  supported  the  petition  was  fully  satisfied 
as  to  the  jastioe  of  the  daim  which  he  advocated 
with  80 much  ardor;  he  begged  leave  to  state  his 
opinion,  however, 'on  the  subject,  in  which  he 
should  differ  (K>m  that  gentleman. 

The  contract  with  the  officers  of  the  late  army 
was,  that  those  should  be  entitled  to  certain  bene* 
fits  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  But  Miyor 
Torre/  was  not  thus  circumstanced,  as  he  died  pre- 
vioQs  to  the  period  when  the  war  ceased,  and  left 
neither  widow  nor  orphan  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
(he  provisions  allowed  by  law;  his  case  is  not  con- 
(empltted  bv  any  existing  resolution  of  Congress. 

It  is  well  known  that  hostilities  ceased  at  the 
^  of  publishing  the  provisional  articles  which 
fcnned  the  basis  for  the  treaty  of  peace ;  but  can 
Mf  man  say  that  every  soldier  had  a  right  on  that 
went  to  demand  a  discharge?  Surely  not  The 
prortsiooal  artides  had  the  peace  in  contempk- 
tion,  hot  the  army  was  not  to  be  disehai^ed  till  the 
vticles  of  the  definitive  treaty  were  ratified  by 
*e  belligerent  Powersi  The  army  of  the  United 
»t«  wa^  therefore,  only  furloughed,  and  Con- 
Snn  retained  the  power  of  recalling  them  into 
nvice;  and  had  the  officers  and  soldiers  been 
KcaUed  fiom  their  furloughs  to  take  the  field,  it 
iKald  have  been  a  continuance  of  the  same  war: 
wtif  the  definitive  treaty  had  been  signed,  and 
HstiKties  had  commenced  the  very  next  dar,  it 
wold  have  been  a  new  war,  and  would  have  been 
^v^ijsecoted  on  entirely  new  principles.  The  second 
article  of  the  provisional  treaty  looks  forward  to 
i/vtvfv  period  for  a  conclusion  of  the  war;  and 
je  inferred,  that  the  definitive  articles  being  rati- 
"d,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged,  alone  consti- 
Qted  a  termination  of  the  war.  Mr.  L.  added 
oiDe  obeervatkma  on  the  legal  ideas  of  Mr.  Axes, 
B  which  he  also  diflTered  from  that  gentleman; 
ad  oooduded  by  expressing  his  approbation  of 
M  R^Kwt  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  JijfBS*s  remarks  were  fbrther  combatted  by 
fr.  WiLUAifsoN,  Mr.  Dattow,  Mr.  Hillbovsb,  Mr. 
V^AWwoBTB,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Wnmt. 

Vr.  Watkb  was  opposed  to  the  report,  and 
tited  certain  particulars  to  show  tiiat  the  army 
u  not  fnrioQghed  by  Congress  because  it  was 
pprehended  there  would  be  any  further  demand 
*  their  services,  but  because  it  was  inconvenient 
>^ve  them  an  absolute  discharge  at  that  period. 

The  motion  for  accepting  the  Secretary's  Report 
^  carried  by  a  large  majority. 


Wbohbsdat,  November  9. 

Two  other  memben»  to  wit:  from  Maryland, 
WiLUAK  Vans  Mdksat;  and  fipom  South  Carolina, 
Thomas  Smurn;  appeared,  produced  theb  ere- 
dentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  firona 
the  Governor  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a  Letter  to 
him  from  William  Pinkmbt,  a  member  returned 
to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  said  State,  contain- 
ing  his  resignation  of  that  appointment;  also  a 
return  of  Johh  Francis  Mkbcer,  elected  a  mem- 
ber to  serve  in  this  House,  in  the  room  of  the 
said  WiLUAM  PimorRT ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  standing  Committee  of 
Elections. 

Mr.  SiDOWicx,  firom  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  aooording  to  order,  a  bill  directing  the 
mode  in  which  the  evidenoes  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,  which  have  beeh  lost  or  destroyed, 
may  be  renewed;  which  was  received,  and  read 
the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  considering  certain 
proportions  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  were  committed  to  them 
on  Thursday  last;  and  that  the  said  propositions 
of  amendment  be  referred  to  Mr.  Sboowick,  Mr. 
HiLLHousB,  Mr.  BiNsoM,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Madi- 
son, Mr.  SMrrH,  of  South  Carolina,  and  '  Mr. 
Stiilb. 

Beeolvedf  That  the  Attorney  General  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  House  such  farther  informa- 
tion as  he  mav  be  in  possession  of,  relative  to  the 
operation  of  the  Judiaal  SysteuL 

Eeeolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  SUtes;  and  that  Mr.  Yi* 
NINO,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Gilrs,  Mr.  Laurancb, 
and  Mr.  Gbbrt,  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  regulate  pilots, 
and  provide  for  the  superintendence  of  the  light- 
houses, and  the  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piera^ 
in  the  bay  and  river  of  Delaware,  and  the  bay  of 
Chesapeake,  with  the  rivers  emptying  into  the 
same;  and  that  Mr.  FmsiMoirs,  Mr.  Lbr,  and 
Mr.  Shrridinb,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of  John 
Younglove,  and  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Albany  and  Washington,  in  the  State  ci 
New  York:  whereupon, 

EeaoUied,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Albany 
and  Washington,  in  the  State  of  New  Tork,  for  a 
repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers  and 
seamen  lately  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  certain  other  persons,**  as  rehites  to  the 
pension  of  the  said  John  Younglove,  cannot  be 
granted. 

Mr.  ViNiNO  called  up  a  motion,  heretofore  made 

by  him,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 

prepare  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  an  uniform  sys- 

^  tern  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 
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The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  and  car- 
ried, a  committee  was  accordingly  appointed. 

A  committee  waa  also  appointed  (pursuant  to  a 
motion  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Fituimonb,  and 
since  amended)  to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  the 
regulation  of  pilots,  and  the  superintendence  of 
the  beacons,  buoys,  and  publio  piers  in  the  bay 
and  riyer  of  Delaware,  and  in  the  bay  of  Chesa- 
peake, and  the  ri?ers  disemboguing  thereinto. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  War,  on  the  petition  of  John  Youngfove,  and 
the  counter  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  being  then  called  up,  a  reso- 
lution was  moved, 

**  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  sundry  inbabi- 
taats  of  the  countiei  of  Albany  and  Washington,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of 
the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  relief  of  disaUed 
soldiers  and  seamen  latelj  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  certain  other  persons,'  as  relates  to  the 
pension  of  John  Younglove,  cannot  be  granted.'* 

[John  Younglove  having  been,  but  not  then 
actually  being,  in  the  service  of  the  United  SUtes, 
was  disabled  in  his  own  house,  in  repelling  an 
attack  of  the  enemy  during  the  hte  war.  He 
obtained  from  the  late  Congress  a  pension ;  and 
the  contra-pctitioners  endeavored  to  effect  the 
revocation  of  the  grant  All  the  papers  on  this 
subject  being  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  War 
Department,  he  reported,  as  his  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Younglove  did  not,  by  any  of  the  existing  acts  of 
Congress,  seem  entitled  to  a  pension.] 

Aa  interesting  debate  took  place  on  the  pro- 

Eriety  of  withdrawing  the  pension.  On  the  one 
and,  it  was  urged,  that  if  Mr.  Younglove's  title 
was  admitted,  every  man  who  might  suffer  in  his 
person  or  property,  from  an  atUck  of  the  Indians 
or  of  any  other  assailant,  would  have  an  equal 
right  to  claim  a  compensation,  at  the  national  ex- 
pense, and  that  the  multitude  of  such  claims  would 
drain  the  public  coffers ;  that  Congress  was  not  in- 
fallible ;  and  if  the  Ute  Congress  had  committed 
an  error  in  mnting  a  pension  where  it  was  not 
justly  due,  the  present  Congress  have  a  right,  and 
are,  in  duty  to  their  constituents,  bound  to  rectify 
the  mistake,  by  revoking  the  grant  On  the  other 
hand,  it  waa  said,  that  although  Mr.  Younglove 
was  not,  under  the  then  existing  laws,  entitled  to 
a  pension,  yet,  as  the  late  Congress  thought  him 
deserving  of  one,  and  conferred  it  on  him,  it  would 
ill  become  the  present  Congress  to  revoke  the 
grant  They  oi^ht  to  suppose  that  their  prede- 
cessors had  sufficient  reasons  to  influence  them  in 
making  it;  at  all  events,  the  grant  being  once 
made,  and  the  public  faith  plighted  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  pension,  they  could  not  now  with- 
draw it,  without  destroying  the  public  confidence 
in  the  promises  of  the  Government 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 


Thursoat,  November  10. 
A  bill  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  evi- 
dences of  the  debt  of  the  United  SUtes,  which 
have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  shall  be  renewed,  was 


read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrov. 

THE  CENSUa 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of  tbe 
Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

Mr.  Laubanck  had  previously  moved,  that  until 
the  next  enumeration  the  number  of  Repreaeetft- 
tives  should  be  one  for  every  thirty  thousand 
persons. 

Mr.  Datton  moved  to  strike  out  "  thirty,"  be> 
fore  **  thousand."  This  amendment  was  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Gbrkt  observed,  that  in  all  the  docisioM 
of  the  Legislature^  we  ought  to  follow  as  far  u 
possible  tl^  opinion  of  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  this  opinion  should  be  found  to  be  agiinst 
the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  the  amendment  ought 
to  be  adopted :  but  if  we  refer  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  tne  Conventions  to  the  Constitution, 
we  shall  find  that  five  States  are  in  &vor  of  one 
Representative  to  every  thirty  thousand  per9oai» 
till  the  number  should  amount  to  two  bandred. 
None  of  the  propositions  now  moved  as  amend- 
ments to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Xev 
York,  amount  to  that  number.  Several  others  ti 
the  Conventions  were  of  opinion  that  the  repre- 
sentation was  too  small  to  secure  the  liberties  vf 
this  country.  This  Government,  said  he,  is  a  tie* 
vernment  of  representation :  the  people  may  ooor 
trol  their  Representatives,  but  their  indaeoce  is 
small  in  respect  to  the  Senate  and  the  ExecutiTt,  I 
and  still  less  over  the  ofllcers  of  GovemmeoL 
On  what  then  do  the  people  depend  for  chedui^ 
encroachments,  or  preventing  abuses?  On  thdr 
Representatives?  If  these  should  be  too  few,  <vi 
if  they  should  fail  them,  they  never  can  redrea 
their  grievances  without  having  recourse  to  vio- 
lence. If  the  number  is  small,  a  majority  may  bi 
the  more  easily  corrupted.  On  the  other  hiai 
too  large  a  number  will  be  attended  with  difficul- 
ties ;  a  medium  then  is  most  eligible.  An  adeqoiUj 
number  is  absolutely  necessary ;  and  to  show  tint 
one  to  thirty  thousand  would  not  produce  mon 
than  an  adequate  number,  he  referred  to  the  raw 
of  representation  in  England  and  France,  i^ 
which  there  was  a  greater  proportion  of  Repff 
sentatives  than  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Uni» 
Sutes.  '  ' 

It  has  been  objected  to  an  increase  of 
sentatives,  that  it  would  lead  to  encroachments 
the  part  of  the  General  Government,  over 
the  individual  Governments.    He  thought  that 
reverse  of  the  objection  was  true,  and  insta 
the  opinion  and  plan  of  Governor  Hutchin 
Massachusetts,  who  proposed  and  advised  a 
tion  of  the  representation  of  Massachusetts, 
necessary  step  in  order  to  effect  the  designi 
Great  Britain;  decreasing  the  number,  thitmi 
will  be  lessening  in  proportion  the  security  of 
liberties  of  the  people. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  objection  arising 
the  additional  expense;  but,  he  observed, 
Congress  shall  have  passed  a  few  more  of  the 
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important  acts,  it  ki  not  probable  that  the  public 
businen  irHI  in  futare  require  that  the  seanona 
•bould  be  for  more  than  four  months  annually ; 
this  would  reduce  the  expense  greatly,  in  the  first 
instinee;  and,  agreeably  to  a  calculation,  an  ad- 
dition of  forty-seven  members  to  the  present  num- 
ber, would  make  the  aggregate  expense  but  about 
ODe-eigfateenth  part  more  than  at  present,  sup- 
posing the  sessions  to  be  four  months  long.  But 
he  considered  the  objection  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pense as  merely  speculative. 

Although  Oongreas  is  not  positively  bound  by 
the  Constitution  to  eive  one  member  for  every 
thirty  thousand  inhaoitants,  yet  he  would  ask, 
whether  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  did  not 
expect  that  this  ratfo  would  be  adopted  f  and 
whether  they  would  not  consider  it  as  an  abuse 
of  power,  if  Ckrngress,  instead  of  one  to  thirty 
thousand,  should  settle  the  representation  at  one 
to  foity  thousand  ?  Eight  SUtes  have  alreadv 
adopted  the  first  article  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution :  and  if  the  House  should 
either  settle  the  number  of  the  Representative 
body,  as  it  now  stands,  or  reduce  it,  or  establish  it 
at  one  hundred,  perhaps  they  might,  before  the 
cod  of  the  session,  be  obliged  to  repeal  their  act-^ 
as  they  would  be  bound  by  the  amendment,  as 
soon  9a  it  is  ratified  by  a  sufficient  number  of 
States.  If  gentlemen  thought  it  probable  that  the 
proposed  amendment  would  be  ratified  by  the 
aeveral  States,  they  ought  ahreadv  to  consider  it 
IS  a  rule  for  their  conduct,  and  be  restrained  by 
it,  from  giving  less  than  one  Representative  for 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  After  the  representa- 
tion amounts  to  one  hundred.  Congress  will,  no 
doubt,  have  a  right  to  fix  it  there,  until  it  is  in- 
creased by  the  ratio  of  one  to  forty  thousand :  but 
thst  is  a  power  which,  he  presumed.  Congress 
will  not  exercise ;  but  that  they  then  will  establish 
some  ratio,  fay  which  the  increase  of  representa- 
tion shall  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, until  the  House  consists  of  two  hundred 
members. 

Mr.  BooniiioT  was  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  striking  out  the.  word  '*  thirty."  The  House 
ought  to  consider  what  would  be  an  adequate 
nomber  for  doing  the  business  of  the  Union ;  and 
that  number  ou^t  not  to  be  exceeded,  except  to 
Answer  some  very  valuable  purpose.  Business 
would  proceed  with  difficulty,  if  the  representa- 
tion was  so  numerous  as  it  would  become  by  the 
ratio  of  one  to  thirty  thousand.  The  present  Re- 
presentation of  the  United  States  is  in  a  ratio  very 
different  from  that  of  one  to  thirty  thousand ;  and 
yet  he  thought  it  fully  adequate.  From  a  rough 
calculation,  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  would  pro- 
duce one  hundred  and  thirteen  members ;  thirty- 
five  thousand  would  give  ninety-seven;  and  forty 
thousand  would  produce  eighty-one^  If  the  num- 
ber oooe  settled  was  to  rest  were,  he  would  not 
be  over  anxious  to  oppose  the  increase :  but  if  gen- 
tlemen would  take  into  view  the  increase  conse- 
qoent  on  the  next  enumeration,  they  would  find 
diatthe  number  will  by  far  exceed  the  due  bounds. 

The  Increase  of  expense  had  been  mentioned. 
He  thought  it  would  greatly  exceed  the  calcula- 


tion of  the  gentleman,  and,  for  his  part,  although 
he  was  willing  to  tax  the  people  for  the  necessary 
purposes  of  Crovemment,  yet  he  would  never 
consent  to  subject  them  to  unnecessary  burdens. 
Every  man  must  see,  that  if  the  number  was 
doubled,  it  would  take  almost  double  the  time  to 
do  the  business,  as  every  member  would  have  an 
equal  right  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  and  thus 
protract  their  deliberations. 

He  thought  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  be  duly  represented,  and  to  their  entire 
satistactlon,  if  the  ratio  was  set  higher  than  thirty 
thousand ;  hor  could  he  imagine  that  such  an  ex- 
act proportion,  between  the  Representatives  and 
the  represented,  was  at  all  requisite  to  secure  their 
liberties,  or  to  do  the  necessary  business  of  Go- 
vernment This  indeed  might  be  the  case,  if  the 
power  vested  in  Congress  was  proportionate  to 
their  number ;  but,  since  tiie  House  would  possess 
the  same  powers,  whether  it  consisted  of  a  great- 
er or  a  smaller  number,  he  thought  the  people 
equally  secure  in  either  case.  The  ratio  of  thirty- 
five  thousand;  which  vrould  produce  ninety-seven 
members,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  very  proper 
one.  If^  however,  the  people  should  think  other- 
wise, they  had  it  in  their  power  to  correct  the 
mistake,  by  ratifying  the  proposed  amendment 
Their  not  having  as  yet  ratifled  it,  was  to  him  an 
argument  that  they  thought  the  ratio  too  low; 
or,  at  least,  that  they  considered  the  question  as 
doubtful  Some  of  the  States,  he  observed,  have 
postponed  the  consideration  of  the  amendment; 
and  eight  only  have  as  yet  agreed  to  it  On  the 
whole,  the  House,  might  safely  adopt  the  ratio  of 
one  to  thirty-five  thousand;  for  that  the  increas- 
ing population  of  Uie  United  States  would  ever 
supply  a  representation  sufficiently  numerous  to 
answer  ev^y  good  purpose. 

Mr.  CifABK  observed,  that  his  objection  was  not 
merely  on  account  of  Uie  pay  of  the  members, 
but  an  increase  in  the  representation  would  bring 
an  additional  expense  on  the  people,  by  increasing  ^ 
the  number  of  pubUc  officers;  as  almost  every  man 
would  wish  to  see  his  friend  provided  for.  The 
liberties  of  America  could  be  m  no  danger  frum 
the  present  ratio  of  representation.  The  doors  of 
the  House  are  open,  and  the  people  know  what 
their  Representatives  are  doing. 

Mr.  Stbklb  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  for 
striking  out  thirty.  In  discussing  the  important 
subject  before  the  Committee,  he  observed  that 
there  were  two  inquiries  to  be  attended  to :  What 
is  the  proper  number  to  constitute  a  Representa- 
tive body  for  the. United  States,  and  what  ratio 
will  leave  the  fewest  fractions  in  the  respective 
States  t  One  member  to  thirty  thousand,  he  con- 
ceived, would  give  too  numerous  a  representation. 
According  to  the  present  number  of  inhabitants,  it 
will  almost  double  the  present  number;  it  will 
divide  and  diminish  the  responsibility,  make  the 
House  too  unwieldy,  retard  public  business,  and 
increase  the  public  expenses  unnecessarily.  An 
adequate  representation,  he  thought,  would  be 
comprised  within  a  much  smaller  number. 

Gentlemen  have  called  our  attention  to  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Na- 
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tional  AsMmblj  of  France ;  bot,  God  forbid  that 
wo  shoiild  draw  onr  precedeots  from  such  exam- 
pkB  as  may  be  cited  ftt>m  European  representation. 

He  was  opposed  to  thirty  thousand  as  Ihe  ratio : 
U  would,  in  fractions,  throughout  the  United  States, 
leaTo  above  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand 
citizens  unrepresented.  Thirty^fife  thousand  he 
thought  the  most  eligible  number,  as  it  would  leave 
the  fewest  fractions. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  iaYor  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand,  because  that  number  has  been  recom- 
mended by  some  of  the  Conyentions,  in  their  pro- 
-  posed  amendments  to  the  Constitution;  but  he 
noped  that  no  decision  would  be  founded  on  those 
subsequent  amendments.  It  would  be  well  to  re- 
collect the  sentiments  of  gentlemen  in  the  seyeral 
Conrentions:  in  many  of  them,  they  were  agreed 
to  without  any  wish  or  expectation  that  they 
should  oyer  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  that  no  argument  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  niem :  neither  ought  Congress  to  be 
influenced  by  the  example  of  the  State  Goyem- 
ments ;  business  is  so  transacted  in  most  of  them, 
on  account  of  their  numerous  representation,  that 
there  is  very  little  permanency  or  consistency  in 
their  systems.  Too  numerous  an  assembly  is 
perpetually  liable  to  disorder;  and,  when  that  is  the 
case,  Goyemment  becomes  contemptible.  This 
consideration  had  greater  weight  with  him  than 
an  additional  expenditure  of  a  few  dollars.  He 
again  objected  to  any 'example  from  Great  Britain 
or  FVance;  their  Assemblies  are  too  numerous 
and  unwieldy  to  transact  business  without  confu- 
sion ;  and,  compared  with  what  ho  considered  as 
an  adequate  number,  are  mere  mobs. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  amendments,  they 
haye  not  been  adopted  by  three-fourths  of  the 
States;  and  from  thence  he  inferred  that  they 
would  be  finally  rdected.  He  thought  the  amend- 
ment respecting  the  ratio  of  Representatives  not 
so  good  as  the  original  clause  in  the  Constitution, 
and  said  he  would  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  it 
ought  never  to  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  it  It  has 
been  said  that  the  voice  of  America  is  in  favor  of 
the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand ;  were  this  the  case, 
he  would  obey  the  voice  of  America :  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  opinion  of  enlightened  America 
was  that  forty  or  fifty  thousand  would  not  be  too 
high  a  ratio.  He  should  give  the  preference  to 
either  of  those  numbers  to  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand,  were  it  not  on  account  of  the  fractions 
that  would  remsin.  He  concluded  by  saying  he 
should  vote  for  thirty-five  thousand. 

Mr.  Lauramcb  agreed  that  an  adequate  num- 
ber was  the  great  object  to  be  attended  to ;  but  he 
contended  that  the  original  motion  would  give  this 
number  more  completely  than  a  larger  ratio :  and 
it  ought  to  be  conttdered,  that,  before  the  next 
enumeration,  it  will  not  be  probably  more  than 
one  to  fifty  thousand.  As  to  the  increase  of  ex- 
pense, he  observed  that  the  ^at  objects  being 
accomplished,  the  future  sessions  will  be  short; 
besides  which,  the  compensation  of  the  members 
may  be  diminished.  But  he  considered  a  neces- 
sary, increase  in  the  expense  to  be  ftilly  counter- 
balanced by  affording  greater  security  to  the  Lib- 


erties of  the  People^  The  firmness  of  a  Govenh 
ment  depends  on  a  strong  Sxecotiye;  bat  tkii 
Executive  should  be  founded  on  a  broad  bottom; 
and  the  broader  the  basiSr  tho  more  secure  is  the 
public  freedom  under  a  vigorous  ExeeutiTe. 

The  existence  of  the  Union  may  dcjiend  on  the 
AiUness  of  the  representation.  The  meqin^  ib 
the  proportional  iacreaso  of  the  number  of  inhi- 
bitants  in  diflbrent  States,  ought  also  to  be  takes 
into  consideration ;  for  it  is  very  probable  thtt,  ii 
a  short  time,  while  some  of  the  smaller  Stikes  bd 
a  Representative  for  ertry  thirty  thousand,  otben 
would  not  have  one  to  forty  thousand.  He  wii 
governed  by  general  principles,  and  not  by  id; 
calculations  of  fractional  numbers:  the  CoBstitn- 
tion  contempUtes  the  ratio  he  had  proposed,  and 
therefore  he  hoped  the  motion  for  strikiDg  oat 
would  not  obtain. 

Mr.  GoODHui  observed,  that  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  are  so  different  from  those  of  Frtnee  or 
Great  Britain,  that  no  parallel  could  be  dnwa 
respecting  them.  Nor  is  thero  an  absolute  ani- 
larity  between  this  Government  and  those  of  the 
State  Governments.  The  obiects  of  legislatioB 
which  come  under  the  coenizance  of  CengreOi 
are  but  few  compared  with  those  which  engage 
the  British  House  of  Commons  and  the  Natioul 
Assembly  of  France.  A  much  larger  represent^ 
tion  for  them,  and  in  our  State  Legislatorea,  ii 
therefore  more  proper,  than  is  necessary  for  os  io 
the  Ckneral  Government  He  doubted  the  opinion 
that  a  large  representation  was  less  liable  to  car- 
ruption  than  a  small  one:  some  foots  appear  to 
confirm  the  former  sentiment  He  ■  did  not  eon* 
sider  the  expense  as  a  tnaterial  objection,  if  an 
increase  of  the  number  be  necessary  to  doing  more 
ample  justice,  or  for  the  greater  security  of  the 
Liberties  of  the  People ;  but,  as  he  thought  this 
was  by  no  means  the  case,  he  was  in  fovor  of 
striking  out  **  thirty,"  in  order  to  insert  a  larger 
number. 

Mr.  Barnwell  agreed  with  the  gentleman  last 
up.  He  should  vote  for  strikmg  out  '*  thirty,"  in 
order  to  substitute  tho  largest  number  that  bad 
been  mentioned.  Mr.  B.  entered  into  an  abstract 
and  philosophical  discussion  of  the  principle  of 
representation  in  Government  The  leading  senti- 
ment was,  that  a  large  proportion  of  Representa- 
tives is  not  necessary  to  obtain  the  best  objects  of 
legislation,  in  expressing  the  will  of  the  peopl^ 
or  to  secure  the  Liberties  of  the  constituent  body. 
The  great  point,  he  observed,  was,  to  combine  the 
greatest  portion  of  honesty  with  a  due  degree  of 
activity.  That  number  which  would  comprise  a 
due  proportion  of  these,  would  be  competent  to 
all  the  purposes  of  legislation,  whether  the  num* 
ber  for  which  it  legislates  is  ten  thousand,  or  ^^ 
hundred  thousand.  On  this  principle  he  was  de- 
cidedly against  a  large  number,  and  In  favor  of  a 
small  one.  Adverting  to  the  British  Honso  of 
Commons  and  the  "National  Assembly  of  fVance, 
with  respect  to  the  former,  he  said,  their  oomip- 
tion  is,  in  a  great  degree,  owing  to  Uietr  numbers: 
as  to  the  latter,  he  curved,  that  the  National  Asr 
sembly  had  acted,  in  his  opinion,  politically  and 
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wiselj.  They  aet  out  with  a  laiige  repreaentatioo, 
in  coDformity  to  the  sentiments  of  the  .people  at 
the  moment ;  but^  on  experience,  finding  the  num- 
ber too  great|  they  have  reduced  it  fi^m  tweWe 
bandred  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty.  He  be- 
lieved thst  the  general  sense  of  the  people  was 
agtinflt  a  laige  representation  in  Congress :  the  tn- 
ooDTeniences  experienced  from  numerous  bodies  in 
the  State  Legpslatures  has  led  several  of  the  States 
to  lessen  the  number.  He  instanced  Qeorgiai 
South  Carolina^  and  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BiLDWoi  was  opposed  to  the  motion.  One 
Representative  for  thirty  thousand,  appeared  to 
him  by  no  means  a  great  representation.  The 
opinion  that»  of  late,  hiMl  been  so  often  advanced 
from  the  press,  and  in  public  discussion,  for  redu- 
cing the  Representative  branch  in  Government 
to  E  small  number,  he  held  io  be  full  of  dangerous 
error.  He  was  sensible  that  the  terms  great  and 
small  were  so  merely  relative  in  their  signiflca- 
tion,  that  it  waa  difficult  precisely  to  understand 
each  other  in  the  use  of  them.  Perhaps  they  may 
most  properly,  both  of  them,  be  considered  as  ex- 
tremes. No  doubt  representation,  which  of  late 
seems  to  be  used  as  the  character  of  Republican 
Goremment,  is  a  great  improvement  upon  Demo- 
cracy, or  legislation  by  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  He  could  conceive  that  a  representation 
might  be  so  large  aa  to  partake  of  the  evils  of  as- 
sembling the  whole  body  of  the  people ;  but  it  was 
a  rery  improbable  and  not  a  dangerous  extreme : 
the  other  extreme  was  full  of  danger.  These  ob- 
servations acquire  much  force,  when  applied  par- 
ticulariy  to  Che  Government  of  this  Country :  en- 
ieeble  the  Representative  part  of  them,  and  you 
sap  the  very  principles  of  life.  They  stand  on  a 
different  basis  from  the  Governments  which  have 
gone  before  them,  and  n^y  Justly  be  said  to  be 
new  experimenta  in  Government;  time,  as  yet, 
hss  sosroely  giTen  room  to  Judge  of  the  probable 
issue ;  but  this  we  may  pronounce  with  much  cer- 
tuDty^Let  the  principles  of  representation  Un- 
gaish,  and  they  have  no  chance  of  suooesa 

It  had  not  been  found  practicable  to  ground  re- 
presentation in  the  Federal  Constitution  upon  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  numbers ;  but  extent 
of  territory  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  natural 
principles  oo  which  it  rests,  and  should  if  possible 
be  regarded.  One  for  thirty-four  or  thirty-five 
tbooaand  may  be  deemed  a  proper  representation 
m  the  Kingdom  of  France,  or  of  Great  Britain. 
The  lour  millions  which  compose  the  United 
States,  compactly  settled  who^e  there  was  great 
■meness  in  the  oountry,  and  pretty  equally  dia- 
lant  from  a  common  centre,  would  be  properly 
represented  by  a  smaller  number  than  in  their 
iresent  sparse  settlement  But,  still  further :  the 
lettlement  of  the  United  States  is  a  fillet  stretched 
iloDg  the  aea-coast  for  seventeen  hundred  miles, 
XMnprebendtng  aa  great  a  variety  of  climate  and 
nterests  aa  one  of  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe. 
ft  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  situation  which  calls 
or  a  greater  extension  of  the  principle  of  represen- 
atioQ. 

It  haa  been  said,  that  one  for  thirty  thousand 
rill  make  too  large  and  unwieldy  a  body.    He  was 


sensiUB  that  was  a  point  that  did  not  adroit  of 
being  determined  by  any  conclusive  reasoning; 
it  was  a  mere  matter  oT  opinion ;  sound  judgment 
only  is  to  be  used,  time  and  experience  will  come 
on  and  ponfirm  or  correct  the  opinion.  In  such  a 
case,  it  is  wise  to  inquire  how  this  has  been  judged 
of  bv  others  who  have  had  a  Representative  body. 
In  France,  one  thousand  two  hundred  was  not 
thought  too  great  a  representation  in  forming  their 
National  Aswmbly;  and  the  number  established 
by  their  new  Constitution  for  their  stated  Legis- 
lature was  not  two  hvndred  and  fifty,  as  the  mem- 
ber last  up  had  stated,  but,  if  he  had  not  been  mis- 
informed by  the  publications  in  this  country,  it  was 
neariy  seven  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  .Great  Britain,  five  hundred 
is  not  thought  too  great  a  representation :  and  can 
one  hundred  and  thirteen,  which  is  the  greatest 
number  contended  for,  be  considered  in  this  coun- 
try as  a  huge  and  impracticable  mass  of  repre- 
sentation t 

It  had  ever  appeared  to  him  to  be  among  the 
strongest  marks  of  our  youth  and  inexperience, 
that  we  grow  wise  too  suddenly.  He  was  afraid 
this  instantaneous  wisdom  which  sprung  up  so  at 
once,  and  set  at  nought,  or  removed  to  the  extreme 
of  absurdity  and  folly,  the  deliberate  and  tried 
opinions  of  the  most  profound  and  enlightened 
among  men,  in  circumstances  peculiarlv  favorable 
to  honest  decision,  will  itself  be  left  by  time  on 
that  extreme. 

And  how  does  this,  compare  with  the  opinion 
and  experience  of  this  Country  in  the  State  Go- 
vernments? The  idea  had  before  been  called  up, 
but  in  his  opinion  justice  was  by  no  means  done  to 
the  comparison.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  States 
in  genend  had  found  their  representation  too  large, 
and  were  diminishing  it  Let  another  riew  be 
taken  of  the  comparison :  A  state  will  not  suffer 
the  ordinary  business  of  its  own  internal  legisla- 
tion to  be  intrusted  to  fewer  Representatives  than 
from  one  to  two  hundred,  and  in  some  instances 
more,  and  yet  in  the  Federal  Government  they 
are  obliged  to  submit  to  a  legislation  which  can 
much  more  substantially  affect  their  happiness 
and  prosperity,  and  perhaps  they  have  there  but 
a  single  Representative,  or  at  most  but  five  or  six. 
The  slightest  comparison  shows,  that  there  is  no 
numner  of  proportion  between  them ;  that  they 
are  irreconcileabl^  distorted.  Surely  gentlemen  of 
the  opposite  opinion  will  not  have  the  effh>ntery  to 
attempt  to  draw  an  argument  from  that  source  for 
diminishing  the  present  representation. 

The  several  State  Conventions  which  had, 
thought  proper  to  animadvert  at  all  upon  the 
Federal  Constitution,  bad  pretty  uniformly  ex- 
pressed their  wish  that  the  representation  should 
be  increased.  Theorists  in  Government,  so  far  as 
he  had  been  informed,  had  generally  given  their 
opinion  that  this  part  was  too  small,  and  out  of 
proportion.  He  was  as  fiur  from  venerating  mere 
theories  of  Government  aa  any  man,  and  was  sen- 
sible they  must  adjust  themselves  to  the  times  and 
circumstancoB  of  the  people.  But  it  would  not  be 
nsdess  to  inquire— How  does  this  appear  in  prac- 
tice f    He  could  say,  for  himself;  that  it  brought 
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hiR  own  mind  to  the  same  condasion,  that  it  was 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Constitution  of  all  oUiers, 
most  defective  and  insecure.  Thirty-three  mem- 
bers had  formed  the  House,  seventeen  was  a  ma- 
jority,  and  equal  to  the  decision  of  any  question. 
Questions  had  already  occurred,  involving  proper^ 
ty  to  the  amount  of  from  fifty  to  eighty  millions 
of  doIlaiTB,  and  much  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the  most 
daring  individuals,  rendered  desperate  by  their 
speculations.  He  did  not  say  there  had  been  any 
foundation  for  uneasy  apprehensions  from  that 
quarter ;  but  he  did  say,  that  in  other  countries  it 
would  be  supposed  to  be  a  most  dangerous  experi- 
ment upon  the  passions  and  imperfections  of  hu- 
man nature.  But  it  had  been  said,  and  with  an 
unexpected  assurance,  that  increasing  the  numbers 
did  not  increase  the  security  against  these  evils. 
If  so,  why  not  reduce  it  at  once  to  the  venerable 
number  thirteen ;  or,  indeed,  three ;  which  would 
give  us  as  great  a  security  as  the  whole  body  of  the 
people  f  It  is  idle  to  pursue  observations  on  sudi 
a  point :  the  mind  that  can  nsk  for  reasoning  upon 
it,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  in  a  situation  to  be 
benefited  by  reasons. 

The  Federal  Government,  it  must  be  admitted, 
18  in  &ct  pretty  highly  seasoned  with  preroga- 
tive ;  practice  has  alrea<fy  evinced  the  necessity,  in 
many  instances,  of  increasing  it,  by  devolving 
much  of  the  Legislative  power  upon  the  Executive 
Department,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of  making 
particular  provisions  and  details  in  our  laws,  and 
accommodating  them  to  the  various  interests  of  so 
extensive  a  country. 

The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  many 
traits  of  a  perpetual — at  least  of  a  very  solid  con- 
stituent part  of  the  Government  He  did  not  men- 
tion these  as  imperfections  in  the  Government; 
they  are  perfections,  if  the  other  parts  can  be  in 
due  proportion :  but  it  is  surely  a  sound  reason 
against  taking  positive  measures  at  this  time  to 
diminish  the  Representative  branch.  For  his  own 
part,  he  was  not  well  satisfied  as  to  the  intention. 
If  there  is  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  depart  from  the  point  on  which  it 
was  first  placed,  he  could  scarcely  suppose  that 
any  one  could  be  honestly  alarmed  with  the  fear 
that  the  departure  would  be  towards  Democracy. 
He  concluded,  by  expressing  his  hopes  that  the 
representation  to  the  next  Congress  would  be  fixed 
at  one  for  thirty  thousand,  as  it  had  hitherto  been, 
and  that  the  motion  for  striking  out  would  not 
prevail. 

At  this  point  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Fjtm^T,  November  11. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  but 
as  a  great  proportion  of  the  memba*s  were  on 
committees,  who  were  not  ready  to  report,  Mr. 
Stbblb  moved  that,  in  order  to  afibrd  those  com- 
mittees time  to  prepare  and  bring  in  their  respect- 
ive reports,  the  House  should  adjourn  until  Mon- 
day next ;  which  motion  was  unanimously  agreed 
ta 


John  W.  Kittbra,  ftt>m  Pennsylvania,  appetnd, 
produced  bis  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  tbe 
House  to-day. 


Monday,  November  14 

A  petition  of  James  Jackson,  of  the  Stikte  of 
Georgia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  retd, 
complaining  of  the  undue  election  and  retoni  of 
Antbont  Watnk,  one  of  the  members  returned  to 
serve  in  this  House  for  the  said  State. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  that  the  petition  shonkl  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections.  He 
ofiered  several  observations  to  ahow  the  proprietj 
of  giving  early  attention  to  the  business,  partioi- 
larly  as  the  contested  election  took  place  in  the 
remotest  part  of  the  remotest  State  in  the  Union. 
It  was  observed  that  a  reference  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  establishing  an  oni- 
form  mode  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  contested 
elections,  appea^^  to  be  the  most  eligible.  A 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Elections  wtB  ob- 
jected to,  as  the  subject  did  not  come  within  tbeir 
cognizance,  as  that  committee  can  only  deteraioe 
respecting  the  certificate,  Ac^  which  are  required 
from  the  Executive  of  the  State-  to  entitle  to  i 
seat  in  the  House.  A  reference  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  report  a  bill  was  also  objected  to,  u 
that  committee  was  not  authorized  to  take  notice 
of  past  transactions,  or  to  report  a  retrospectiTe 
regulation.  A  select  committee  was  mentioned^ 
agreeably  to  the  mode  adopted  in  the  two  coo- 
tested  elections  which  occurred  in  the  first  Con- 
gress ;  but,  it  being  observed  that  the  petition  im 
unaooompanied  wi&  the  requisite  documents  men- 
tioned in  ity  Mr.  B.  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
petition  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Moses  Hazen  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  settlement  of  a  dum 
against  the  United  States  aa  an  otBoer  in  tiie  late 
annv. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  teble. 

A  Message  was  received  firom  the  President  of 
the  United  SUtes  by  Mr.  Secrets^  Lear,  with  i 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginiit 
ratifying  the  first  article  in  the  amendments  pro- 
posed -by  Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
united  States;  also,  sundry  papers  relative  tot 
purchase  of  land  on  the  Great  Miami^  by  John  C. 
Symmes. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  MiAiBi 
purchase  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish  olBces 
for  the  purpose  of  granting  lands  within  the  tent- 
tories  of  the  Uuited  States. 

The  petition  of  Stephen  Zachary,  merchant  of 
Baltimore,  was  read,  stating  that,  in  consequence 
of  an  unintentional  error  of  a.  bill  of  sale  of  a  vessel 
purchased  at  Port-au-Prince,  he  had  been  obliged 
to  pay  extra  tonnage  duties,  and  praying  relic! 
On  motion,  this  petition  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fitzsimovs^Hugei, 
and  GiiiHAN. 

A  petition  of  the  distillers  of  spirits  in  the  tows 
of  Baltimore  was  presented  to  the  House  snd 
read,  praying  a  reduction  of  dutieS)  and  fiurther  i«* 
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▼iaioit  and  amendment  of  the  act  passed  at  the 
last  lesnon,  for  laying  duties  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States.  Referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

The  Speaker  lai<f  before  the  Honse  a  Letter  and 
Bepori  nom  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  set- 
tling the  aooomits  between  the  United  States  and 
the  individual  States ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  member,  in  his  place,  produced  certain  papers 
respecting  the  sale  and  diroositioa  of  the  marine 

atsl  m  the  State  of  Virginia ;  which  were 
,  and  ovdered  to  be  refened  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  instmetioa  to  examine  thie 
aame  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
Hooie. 

A  petition  of  sundiy  persons,  dtisens  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  who  are  holders  of  certain 
Inlis  of  credit  emitted  under  the  authority  of  the 
late  Congress,  in  the  year  (me  thousand  seyen 
bimdred  and  eighty,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  piaying  that  adequate  provision  may  be 
Bade  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  and  that  they  may 
be  pot  on  a  footing  with  other  public  creditors  oi^ 
the  United  States. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  Report  of 
the  SecretaiT  of  War  on  the  netition  of  Rnfns 
Hamilton,  which  was  made  to  tne  House  of  He- 
presentatives  the  twenty-second  of  June,  one  thou- 
mad  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  stating  sundiy 
reasons  in  opposition  to  the  claim  of  the  said 
Rafns  Hamilton.    Whereupon, 

£e9ohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
cannot  be  granted. 

RATIO  OF  REPRESENTATION. 

The  Honae  again  resolved  itself  into  a  "^Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of  the 
Enomeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Fdtdlet  declared  himself  to  be  in  favor  of 
one  Remsentative  for  every  thirty  thousand  per- 
•ona.  The  opinion  of  the  people  should  be  the 
gnide  of  the  committee ;  that  opinion,  he  conceiy- 
ed,  to  be  in  fitvor  of  the  ratio  he  nad  mentioned.    - 

The  representation  ought  as  nearly  as  possible 
to  express  not  only  the  will,  but  to  participate  in 
the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people.  A  large 
representation  embraces  these  interests  more  fi^- 
ly»  and  is  more  competent  to  giving  and  receiv- 
in(^  information.  The  objects  of  legislation  are 
aoch  as  come  home  to  the  doors,  to  the  feelings  of 
every  man;  the  Government  ought  therefore  to 
•ecqre  the  confidence  of  the  people  by  a  large  re- 
presentation. The  expense  he  consiaered  as  tri- 
fling compared  to  the  benefits— and  the  people 
expect  and  are  willing  to  paj|r  for  being  well  ^o- 
verncd,  and  having  their  liberties  secured.  An  in- 
creased representation,  is  an  additional  security 
a^inst  corruption.  As  to' delays  oocasioaed  by  a 
QQinerous  body,  he  observed,  that  the  Representa- 
tives were  chosen  to  deliberate  and  to  mature 
every  subject  before  decision  ^  he  instanced  the 
advantages  daived  lirom  the  numerous  represent- 


ations in  Franco  and  in  Ireland ;  the  former  had 
framed  a  Constitution  in  two  years  for  twenty-six 
millions  of  citiaens,  and  provided  for  securing  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country — and  the  latter  had 
proved  a  successful  barrier  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  arbitrary  power  of  England.  He 
concluded,  by  aasertinsr  that  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple was  in  favor  of  uie  amendment  proposed  to 
the  Constitution,  which  would  give  one  Represent* 
ative  to  every  thirty  thousand  persona. 

Mr.  Giles  said  this  sulject  had  struck  him  in  two 
points  of  view :  whether  Congress  are  not  preclud- 
ed from  eXerciaing  any  discretion  on  the  subject  ? 
and  whether,  if  they  are  not,  it  is  expedient  for 
them  to  exardse  this  discretion  at  this  time  ?  The 
ratio  of  representation  is  a  Constitutional,  and  not 
a  Leeislatiye  act.  He  referred  to  the  Constitutiooy 
in  which  it  is  said  that  there  shall  be  one  Repre- 
sentative to  every  State ;  and  secondly,  that  until 
the  enumeration,  the  number  should  be  as  therein 
appointed  to  each  State.  After  the  enumeration, 
the  number  is  mentioned  below  which  it  shall  not 
be  placed;  but  there  ia  a  ne^tive  power  to  in- 
crease the  ratio,  and  from  this  negative  power,  a 
positive  discretionary  power  is  inferred.  But,  he 
observed,  that  Congress  had  precluded  itself  from 
a  ri^ht  to  exerdse  thia  discretionary  power,  by 
sendmg  out  to  the  several  State  Legiuatures  an 
amendment  on  thia  very  subject.  This  amendment 
he^  considered  in  a  serious  point  of  view ;  and  had 
this  idea  been  attended  to  at  the  commencement 
of  the  discussion,  he  conceived  that  it  would  have 
prevented  the  opinion  from  being  brought  forward, 
whether  it  was  expedient  that  any  cumge  in  the 
ratio  of  the  representation  should  take  place.  The 
idea  of  one  to  thirty  thousand,  he  considered  as 
fully  settled  in  the  minds  of  the  people;  and  a 
change  on  the  part  of  the  Government  would  indi- 
cate a  changeable  disposition,  and  a  mutability  of 
oounseb,  which  is  but  another  name  for  weakness. 

The  sense  of  the  people  has  been  resorted  to 
by  gentlemen  on  both  sidies  of  the  question.  This, 
if  it  can  be  ascertained,  is  undouotedly  the  best 
gmde ;  and  he  thought  those  in  favor  of  one  to 
Uiirty  thousand  had  with  great  propriety  referred 
to  the  Conventions,  and  to  the  acts  of  Congress 
itselt  fiut  the  amendments  are  said  to  have  been 
a  matter  of  compromise,  and  were  insincerely  ac- 
eeded  to  by  the  ixugority ;  but  even  on  thia  ground, 
he  conceived,  that  the  sense  of  the  people  was 
equally  as  well  declared.  He,  however,  differed 
fitim  gentlemen  in  respect  to  the  motives  which 
produ^  those  amendments.  In  the  State  he 
came  from,  both  Federalists  and  anti-Federalists 
are  fully  of  opinion  that  further  security  as  to  the 
representation  is  requisite. 

The  numerous  representations  of  the  States, 
whatever  inconveniences  may  attend  them,  plain- 
ly show  the  sense  of  the  people  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  G.  then  took  a  view  of  the  objects  of  legis- 
lation to  the  State  Assemblies,  and  of  those  of  the 
General  Qovemment  In  the  former,  above  one 
thousand  persons  are  employed,  though  their  at- 
tention is  confined  to  their  internal  police.  Those 
of  the  General  Government,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  on  the  great  olgects  of  the  whole  finance  of 
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file  Union,  a  ram  of  more  than  eighty  milHona  of 
dollars,  &a,  &c. 

It  is  said  that  we  shall  want  abilities,  hat  I 
should  he  sony  if  a  representation  of  ten  times 
the  pqpsent  number  of  this  House  shoald  comprise 
the  abilities  of  a  single  State. 

He  assigned  different  causes  than  numbers,  for 
the  eorruption  in  the  British  House  of  Commons ; 
among  these  were  the  frequent  mortgages  of  the 
funds,  and  the  immense  appropriations  at  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  Ezecutire,  the  mooe  of  their  elections, 
&c  A  larae  number  is  not  so  easily  corrupted  as 
a  small  bo^. 

An  inequality  of  oiroumstanoes,  he  then  observe 
ed,  produees  revolutions  in  Goveniment,  from 
Democracy  to  Aristocraoy  and  Monarchy.  Great 
wealth  produces  a  desire  of  distinctions,  rank,  and 
titles.  The  revolutions  in  property  in  this  ooun- 
try  have  created  a  prodigious  inequality  of  oir- 
oumstances.  Government  nas  oontnbutea  to  this 
inequality ;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a 
most  important  machine  in  promoting  the  otrjects 
of  this  moneyed  interest  Tnis  Bank  will  be  the 
most  powerful  engine  to  corrupt  this  House.  Some 
of  the  members  are  directors  of  this  institution ; 
and  it  will  only  be  by  increasing  the  representa- 
tion that  an  adequate  barrier  can  be  opposed  to 
this  moneyed  interest  He  next  adverted  to  certain 
ideas  which  he  said  had  been  disseminated  through 
the  United  States;  and  here  he  took  occasion  to 
observe,  that  the  Legislature  ought  to  express  some 
public  disapprobation  of  these  opinions.  The  strong 
Executive  of  this  Government  ought  to  be  balan- 
ced by  a  foil  representation  in  this  House.  He 
hoped  the  motion  to  strike  out  thirty  thousand 
would  not  obtain. 

Mr.  BouDiKOT  closed  the  debate  of  this  day,  by 
a  few  remarks,  reinfbrcing  his  former  observations 
in  favor  of  an  increased  ratio. 


Tuesday,  November  15. 

Mr.  Sedowick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice, 
and  from  the  service  of  masters ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, read  twice,  and  committed. 

RATIO  OF  REPRESENTATION. 

The  House  Agnin  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Schedule  of 
the  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Page  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chaibman  :  I  can  no  longer  refhiin  ftom  ex- 
pressing my  sentiments  respecting  the  question 
bef(Nre  the  Committee ;  not  only  because  I  wish  if 
possible  to  remove  the  error  wmch  I  think  several 
members,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
have  fiiUen  into,  but  because  I  Ibel  myself  more 
interested  in  the  ouestion  than  I  ever  was  in  any 
one  I  have  had  to  decide  on. 

Sir,  it  gave  me  pain  to  find  those  worthy  mem- 
bers calciilating  and  coldly  applying  the  rules  of 
arithmetic  to  a  subject  beyond  the  power  of  num- 
bers to  express  the  degree  of  its  importance  to 
their  fellow-citizens.  I  was  distressed,  sir,  to  find 
that,  in  their  honest  seal  for  securing  order,  de- 


spatch of  business,  and  dignily  in  respeetability  of 
members  in  the  General  L^slature,  they  msed 
arguments  which  have  been  applied  in  other 
countries  to  the  establishment  of  msoleDt  Aristo- 
cracies—>in  some,  tyrannical  Desnotisms — and  in 
others.  Kings ;  those  countries  whish.  were  nioet  on 
their  guard  with  a  semblance  of  a  free  Govemment. 

Sir,  the  errors  I  wish  to  oorreet  are  theee: 
They  think  that  because  it  is  propoigd,  by  a  jpr»- 
po»ed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  anthonxe 
them  to  interfere  in  the  business  of  ascertaining^ 
and  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation  to  the  popn- 
lation  of  the  States,  that  Ccoerese  on^t,  wnfaont 
any  hesitation,  to  enter  on  tnat  busineoB ;  Imt  I 
humbly  conceive  that  Congress,  as  this  is  a  deli- 
cate question  in  which  their  own  weight  and  im- 
portance must  unite  with  the  weight  and  sobstan- 
tial  interest  of  their  constituents,  ou^t  to  listen  to 
the  suggestions  of  delicacy,  and  leave  its  diacits- 
sion  to  a  disinterested  convention  of  the  States. 
I  say  it  appears  to  me  no  small  error  to  qnit  the 
plain  path  of  legislation,  marked  out  for  ns  hy  the 
Ccmstitution,  needlessly  to  wander  into  the*  field 
of  political  speculation  respecting  its  snppoeed 
defects. 

Let  me,  therefore,  advise  to  leave  the  reatriction 
of  the  numbers  of  members  of  this  Honse  to  the 
people,  or  to  some  fiiture  Congress,  whicli  can  see 
more  plainly  that  can  now  be  descried,  the  eyila  of 
a  too  numerous  representation.  By  so  doing,  we 
shall  avoid,  if  not  an  improper  measure,  at  lesust  a 
rash  step-*-at  least  we  shall  stand  dear  cf  a  eharge 
of  indelicacy,  and  deprive  our  enemies  of  the  tri- 
umph they  expected  in  the  completion  mi  their 
predictions,  that  Congress  would  never  propose 
any  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  but  sncn  as 
would  be  subservient  to  their  own  views  and  ag- 
grandizement Let  us  not  give  the  enemies  of 
our  new  Govemment  cause  to  exult,  and  its  friends 
to  sigh  and  mourn.  Let  us  not  give  our  friends 
occasion  to  repeat  what  many  have  said,  that  so 
many  of  our  citizens  have  been  led  away  by  tibeo- 
retical  writers  on  Goveniment,  as  to  render  it 
problematical  whether  the  American  States  are 
not  at  this  time  as  much  indebted  to  the  National 
Assembly  for  its  remains  of  Hepubliean  princi- 
ples, as  France  was  to  Congress,  in  1776,  for  their 
first  ideas  of  that  Liberty  which  they  now  enjoy. 
Let  us  not,  in  this  moment  of  general  exnltsuion 
of  the  friends  to  the  Rights  of  Man,  take  a  step 
which  may  damp  their  joy,  and  lead  thent  to  fear 
that  Americans,  who  were  foremost  in  the  gksrioBS 
career  of  Liberty,  have  stopped  short. 

But,  sir,  granting  that  we  wore  now  sitting  in 
full  Convention,  convened  for  the  sole  pnrpose  of 
altering  that  article  of  the  Constitution  wluch  re- 
spects the  number  of  Representatives,  would  it 
not  become  us  to  consider  rather  what  was  the 
sense  of  the  members  who  framed  that  Gonstita* 
tion,  and  what  was  and  Ib  the  sense  of  their  con- 
stituents and  our  own  respecting  it,  than  what 
may  be  the  result  of  our  inquiries  conceming'  the 
raeculative  opinions  of  writers  on  the  subject  of 
Government,  or  even  the  real  consequences  of  the 
most  plausible  theories  reduced  to  practice  in  other 
countries? 
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But,  not  to  toke  vp  the  precious  time  of  this 
House  with  relations  of  fiiets  to  show  what  was 
snd  is  the  opinion  of  oar  fellow-citizens  on  this 
ioteresting  sobjeet,  I  will  only  state  a  few  argu- 
ments which  lia?e  wei^rht  with  me  as  being  in 
tlieoMeives  evident  troths,  viz.:  Oar  Constitution 
being  fhuned  by  the  people,  and  introdoeed  to  ns 
in  their  name,  and  Congress  being  the  creatares  of 
Uieir  will,  spol^en  into  existence  by  the  word  of  their 
power,  for  Congress  to  lessen  their  weight,  to  di- 
mioish  their  importance,  and  to  ezclade  them  fW>m 
M  foil  a  sliare  ra  their  own'  Government  as  csn  be 
consistent  with  the  nature  of  it,  and  indeed  from 
that  share  whieh  th^  claim,  most  be  impolitio  and 
dangeroas. 

£it,  granting  that  the  people  wished  not  a 
greater  share  In  the  General  Government  than  is 
proposed  by  the  amendment,  as  it  is  impossible, 
m  a  countiy  like  the  United  States^  thai  one  man 
ean  be  svfii«ently  informed  of  the  opinions,  wishes, 
and  leal  interests  of  thirty-iive  thousand  of  his 
fellow-^tiseas,  and  therefore  laws  might  be  en- 
acted contrary,  to  the  opinions,  wishes*  and  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  in  which  they  mig(ht  neverthe- 
less sequieeee,  sacrificing  their  interests  ibr  the 
sake  of  peace  and  qoiel  to  the  wills  of  their  Re- 
presentativefl,  one  thirty-five  thousandth  part  of 
their  own  number,  what  friend  to  his  country 
woald  wish  to  see  sooh  a  dangerous  influence  on 
the  one  hand,  and  soch  a  blind  submission  on  the 
other?  How  long  could  an  enlightened  people 
remain  in  euch  a  state  of  insensibility  and  torpor  ? 
And  what  might  not  be  the  consequence  of  their 
awakening  from  their  lethargy  ?  If  not  an  expen- 
sive revolution^  an  expensive  repeal  of  laws.  And 
here  I  will  remark,  that  the  smallest  number  of 
Legislators,  and  they,  too^  well  selected  for  their 
wisiom  and  respectability,  if  unacquainted  with 
their  constituents,  might  pass  well-framed  laws, 
founded  on  the  wisdom  of  other  countries,  snd  yet 
find  them  disagtveable  to  their  constituents,  and 
be  under  a  necessity  of  repealing  them ;  but  this 
eoald  not  be  the  case,  if  the  people  had  In  that 
Legislature  a  anflleient  number  of  Representa- 
tives on  whose  fidelity,  attachment,  and  disinter- 
estedness they  could  rely.  This,  sir,  is  a  truth 
worthy  of  our  attention  —  an  ignorance  of  which, 
or  inattention  thereto,  I  suspect  has  been  the  occa- 
don  of  much  political  evil  in  the  worid.  Happily 
for  France,  the  people  had  such  a  number  of  Ke- 
preeentatives  in  the  National  Assemblv  as  could 
engage  their  (baling,  inform  their  joagment,  at- 
tach their  Interest,  and  establish  their  confidence 
in  their  fidelity  and  disinterestedness;  had  that 
oamber  been  much  smaller,  it  is  probable  France 
would  never  have  been  delivered  from  oppression 
by  their  exertions. 

I  believe  the  National  Assembly  have  Judged 
about  seven  hundred  and  fiAv  members  sufficient 
to  represent  their  people,  which  on  a  supposition 
that  they  amount  even  to  twenty-six  millions,  will 
be  one  Representative  for  every  thirty-four  thou- 
sand ;  a  laiger  representation  than  is  proposed  by 
the  amendment  before  us ;  but^  sir,  it  is  not  and 
eannot  be  the  interest  or  wish  of  the  people  at 
large  to  have  a  aoudl  representation  In  Congress 


under  the  present  (Sovemment.  We  are  told, 
however,  that  to  avoid  expense  the  people  wish 
it ;  and  that  to  avoid  confusion  in  this  House  we 
should  comply  with  that  wish.  With  respect  to 
the  srtide  of  expense,  I  think  we  may  with  pro- 
priety make  use  of  arithmetical  calculations,  and 
to  find  how  much  at  six  dollars  per  dav  paid  to 
one  Representative  it  would  cost  the  thirty  thou- 
sand, divide  six  hundred  cents  by  thirty  thonsand, 
the  number  of  citizens— and  we  have  one-fiftieth 
of  a  cent  per  diem,  the  expense  of  each  citizen,  if 
to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them ;  that  is,  one 
cent  for  every  fifty  citizens  per  diem,  or  which 
must  be  the  same  thing,  one  cent  must  be  paid  br 
each  citizen  for  every  fifty  days  session  of  their 
Representative  in  Congress.  Inr,  I  have  the  con- 
solation to  find  that  ff  our  Constitution  had  one 
Representative  for  every  fifteen,  instead  of  thirty 
thousand,  they  could  well  afford  to  pay  them,  and 
that  if  it  were  even  more  expensive  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  members,  yet  the  people  would  roost  cer- 
tainly be  better  satisfied  with  the  laws  which  they 
would  then  have  so  great  a  share  in  framing.  The 
people  see  that  if  their  interests  are  not  wefl  guard- 
ed by  a  sufllcient  number  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
who  have  a  fellow-feeling,  a  common  interest,  they 
may  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition  of  some,  or  the 
vanity  of  others.  I  trust,  sir,  that  they  know  too 
well  the  hi^h  price  they  have  paid  for  the  pur- 
chase of  their  liberties,  to  be  unwilling  to  pay  a 
few  farthings  for  the  only  possible  means  of  pre- 
serving them.  They  see  now  that  the  Monarchi- 
cal and  Aristocratical  part  of  Government  is  to  be 
restrained — ^the  former  iVom  absolute  tyranny,  and 
the  latter  from  an  insufferable  insolence,  by  a  very 
numerous  body  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple alone.  Americans  know,  sir,  that  Monarchical 
Governments  were  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
weak,  ignorant  people,  against  the  encroachments 
of  ambitious  and  ferocious  neighbors ;  and  for  the 
preservation  of  order  amongst  themselves :  that  an 
Aristocratical  form  became  convenient  to  protect 
them  against  the  oppression  of  tyranny  springing 
up  out  of  Monarchy ;  that  this  form  'was  adapted 
to  a  small  progress  in  the  science  of  Government, 
and  that  these  two  forms  properly  checked  and 
controlled  by  the  Democratkal  form,  is  still  better 
suited  to  a  general  knowledge  of  that  science ;  that 
a  Representative  Government,  such  as  their  own 
is,  every  part  of  which  is  more  or  less  pervaded 
by  the  spirit  of  representation,  cannot  by  any  other 
means  be  so  perfectly  secured,  as  by  their  having 
at  least  as  full  a  share  aa  they  have  claimed  in  the 
Democratteal  branch  of  their  Government 

I  know,  sir,  that  many  friends  of  our  Constitu- 
tion thought  that  the  Convention  did  not  pay  a 
sufficient  attention  to  the  interests  of  their  consti- 
tuents, when  they  restrained  them  from  haying 
more  than  one  Representative  for  every  thir^ 
thousand  citizens.  I  know  that  tiiere  is  a  report 
that  the  people  are  indebted  to  their  President, 
even  for  this  share  in  their  €k>vermnent;  and  I 
believe,  sir,  if  this  report  be  true,  that  whatever 
has  been  so  justly  said  Of  him,  as  compared  to 
Fabius,  to  Hannibal,  to  Alexander,  may  be  for- 
gotten, when  this  instance  of  his  wisdom,  disin- 
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terestedneas,  and  attachment  to  the  intereste  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  will  be  more  and  more  known  and 
appUuded,  and  be  forever  engraved  on  the  hearts 
of  their  posterity.  Shall  we,  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  direct  Representatives  of  the  people,  be  less 
attentive  to  their  interest,  and  that  too  respecting 
their  share  in  the  deliberations  of  their  own  House 
of  Representatives,  than  the  President  of  their  Con- 
vention was?    I  trust  not 

I  will  not  pretend  to  say,  however,  whether  in 
an  Assembly  where  attempts  are  frequently  made, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  projects  of  Monarchical  or 
Aristocratical  juntos,  the  virtuous  struggles  of  pa> 
triotic  members  may  not  produce  moo-like  disor« 
ders ;  but  in  an  Assembly  like  Congress,  where  I 
should  suppose  no  such  question  can  be  agitated ; 
none  which  mav  not  be  discussed  with  temper  and 
decency,  such  disorder  need  not  be  apprehended. 
I  should  suppose  there  would  be  less  danger  of 
animosities  and  disorderly  debates  in  Congress, 
amonffst  twelve  hundred  members,  than  in  the 
British  Parliament,  if  it  consisted  of  but  one  hun- 
dred. Where  we  have  all  but  one  and  the  same 
great  object  in  view,  the  happiness  of  our  country, 
(not  the  interests  of  a  particular  body  of  men  born 
with  privileges  insulting  to  the  feelings  and  rights 
of  freemen,  nor  the  whims  of  an  individual,  bom 
to  trample  on  his  fellow-creatures,}  we  can  have 
no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  one  another. 

Surely,  sir,  unless  these  gentlemen  suppose  the 
members  of  Congress  void  of  sense,  or  of  every 
idea  of  decency  and  propriety,  they  cannot  suppose 
that  even  five  hundred  members  would  not  be  easily 
restrained  within  the  bounds  of  order. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  conclude  that  neither  an 
apprehension  of  expense,  nor  of  disorderiy  debates, 
ought  to  induce  this  Committee  to  run  the  risk  of 
being  charged  with  indelicacy,  if  not  of  sacrificing 
the  interests  of  their  constituents.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  worthy  and  ingenious  members  who, 
b^  supporting  the  amendment,  have  produced  a  full 
discussion  of  the  question,  will  now  join  with  me, 
and  a  great  majority,  in  voting  against  it^ 

Mr.  Steele  said  he  would  not  have  troubled 
the  Committee  again  if  his  observations  had  not 
been  distorted  by  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  on  them.  He  hoped  that  what  he  should 
offer  on  some  of  the  opinions  which  had  fallen 
from  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  him  would  be  re- 
ceived with  that  candor  with  which  he  should  de- 
liver them.  He  professed  to  be  as  warm  a  friend 
to  the  Liberties  of  the  People  as  any  man,  but  he 
differed  in  his  ideas  respecting  the  measures  which 
would  most  effectually  secure  them.  The  present 
question,  be  thought^  was  not  particularly  inte- 
resting to  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  as  the  point 
of  difference  would  not  make  a  very  great  varia- 
tion in  that  number  of  the  representative  body 
which  appeared  to  be  the  most  eligible  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee.  But  ^e  principle  he 
contended  for,  he  conceived,  had  a  very  important 
aspect  on  the  stability  of  the  Government.  The 
subject,  therefore,  should  be  considered  principally 
with  respect  to  legislation,  the  gr/eat  and  essential 
principles  of  which  were  involved  in  the  discus* 
BioQ.    And  here  he  thought  that  our  own  experi- 


ence was  the  best  instrueter,  for  the  examples 
quoted  from  Great  Britain  did  not,  in  his  ofNoioo, 
apply  to  this  coontry  in  all  respects ;  the  cireum- 
stances  of  the  P^Pid  of  the  respective  countries 
being  essentially  different 

The  States,  experiencing  the  diflScultiea  arising 
from  numerous  Representative  Assemblies*  havey 
in  several  instances,  diminished  them.  The  end- 
less divisibility  of  power  consequent  on  such  mun- 
bers,  had  fully  satisfied  the  people  that  the  want 
of  responsibility  was  the  pernicious  effect  of  a  large 
representation ;  they  ate  therefore  reducing  those 
unwieldly  bodies  as  fast  as  they  can.  Pennsylva- 
nia appeared  to  be  far  happier  since  the  reduction 
of  its  Assembly. 

A  lar^  sphere  of.  representation  gave  the  peo- 
ple a  fairer  opportunity  to  select  the  best  chaiac- 
ters.  They  could  exercise  their  own  judgnaenta 
unbiassed  and  uninfluenced.  The  trast  was  greater 
which  was  conferred ;  and  in  proportion  to  its  mag. 
nitude  would  be  the  public  solicitude  that  it  sboold 
not  be  improperly  delegated.  Besides  which,  it  is 
impossible,  in  a  large  sphere  of  representatioo,  for 
candidates  to  practise  those  little  arts,  so  commoa 
at  elections ;  nor  can  they  go  round  and  take  every 
demagogue  of  the  district  by  the  hand  to  secore  hu 
vote. 

As  European  examples  had  been  recurred  to, 
he  would  mention  one  circumstance  which    con- 
firmed the  justice  of  his  remarks.    Those  parts  of 
Great  Britain  which  are  divided  into  the   largest 
districts  send  the  smallest  number  of  Representa- 
tives-—such  as  London  and  the  county  of  York. 
The    latter,  though   containing   more  inhabitaats 
than  the  Ancient  Dominion,  sends  only  two  mem- 
bers to  Parliament ;  and  the  members  of  those  dis- 
tricts, it   is   remarkable,  have   always  been   the 
staunchest  friends  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 
In  noticing  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giles   and    Mr. 
FiNOLET,  he  said,  that  the  objects  of  representa- 
tion was  different  from  that  of  giving  information 
to  their  constituents.    Legislation  was  their  ijrreat 
business ;  and  not  making  up  weekly  lar^  packets 
to  send  off  to  the  influential  characters  id  the  dis- 
tricts which  the  members  represented  on  the  floor 
of  that  House.    The  people,  it  is  true,  have  a  right 
to  be  informed  of  public  measures,  and  it  is  the 
indispensable  duty  of  Government  to  make  prt>» 
viuon  for  that  purpose,  and  this  ought  to  be  done 
through  the  medium  of  the  post  ofiice.    This  me- 
dium  is  the  only  competent  one,  as  it  will   open 
the  way  for  that  general  information  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  security  and  to  the  liberties  of  the 
People. 

With  respect  to  security  from  corruption  by 
means  of  a  numerous  representation,  he  still  re- 
tained his  former  opinion.  He  did  not  anticipate 
evils  ft'om  that  quarter. 

He  observed,  that,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  he 
had  before  expressed  himself  with  rather  more 
zeal  than  he  wished  he  had ;  but,  as  he  thou^t  an 
undue  degree  of  censure  had  been  the  consequence, 
it  was  become  necessary,  in  some  measure,  to  jus- 
tify himself,  by  citing  some  examples  to  show 
what  excesses  a  very  numerous  representative 
body  may  be  guilty  o£    He  then  related  a  fiict 
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which  ocenrred  id  Virginia,  the  Leginlatore  of 
which,  00  a  cortaio  occasion,  had  acted  in  a  her 
giBlative,  Ezeeative,  and  Judicial  eapaeity.  He 
ftlao  instanced  a  more  recent  fact,  in  the  -secemion 
from  their  duty  of  a  conaiderable  body  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  Pennsylvania.  These  fticts  de- 
monstrated that  a  numtfrous  representative  body 
wsH  liable  to  a  mobbish  spirit 

He  next  adverted  particularly  to  some  remarks  of 
Mr.  Giles,  and  concladed  by  saying,  tliat  if  the' 
ratio  is  at  thia  time  fixed  at  30,000,  it  mnst  here- 
ifier  be  increased;  in  doing  which,  some  serioos 
diffieolties  may  take  place,  especially  in  respect  to 
those  States  whose  number  of  Representatives 
most,  in  that  ease,  be  reduced.  He  thought  it  best, 
ttierefore,  to  agree  at  the  present  time  on  a  larger 
ratio. 

Mr.  Claek  said,  he  dul  not  rise  to  trouble  the 
HoQse  with  a  lengthy  discourse,  for  he  had  always 
beiie?ed  that  long  speeches  answer  no  valuable 
porpose.  He  meant  only  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
•n  what  had  been  said  in  opposition  to  his  former 
observations^  and  he  hoped  that,  although  the  gen- 
tlemen contend  for  the  ratio  of  30,000  as  the  only 
basis  whereon  to  found  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, he  should  not  be  stigmatized  with  the  name  of 
an  Aristocrat  for  voting  in  favor  of  a  large  ratio. 
Hitherto  he  had  not  w>me  that  character,  and  he 
eoold  not  suppose  himself  yet  infected,  unless  he 
bad  eaught  the  disorder  since  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  House.  Much  has  been  said 
aboot  the  influence  of  the  Bank,  and  that  bank 
directors  are  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. The  Bank  (said  he)  is  public  property, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  see  the  force  of  the 
gentleman's  arguments  respecting  the  dangerous 
infloenee  of  that  institution,  unless  it  was  that  he 
was  displeased  at  the  distribution  of  ihe  shares,  so 
moeh  of  the  stock  being  held  at  New  York  and 
to  the  Eastward,  and  ao  little  at  Conogocheague. 
In  the  same  predicament  he  viewed  the  other  ob- 
jections respecting  the  influence  of  speculators; 
for  he  did  Dot  know  that  any  members  of  the 
House  were  speculators,  neither  could  he  see  any 
danger  from  bribery. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Firdlet's  observation,  that 
more  wisdom  would  be  brought  into  the  House 
by  increasing  the  ratio,  he  asked  whether  this 
would  not  abo  bring  in  more  folly  ?  For  the  pro- 
bability is,  that  the  ratio  of  both  wisdom  and  folly 
will  increase  with  the  increase  of  numbers,  and 
likewise  of  honesty  and  dishonesty ;  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  smallness  of  the  district,  or  that  it  was 
aafer  for  a  small  number  to  send  a  member  than 
a  {greater,  he  was  of  a  different  opinion,  as  he 
believed  that  if  ever  the  practice  of  bribery  should 
come  into  play  in  America,  it  would  be  easier  for 
a  Representative  to  purchase  a  small  district  than 
a  large  one.  If  ever  the  Liberties  of  the  People 
are  endangered,  it  will  not  be  by  the  smallness  of 
the  representation,  but  by  the  corruption  of  elect- 
ors and  elections.  Thia  is  the  door  which  Con- 
gress shonkl  guard  in  the  strictest  manner,  and 
that  will  aeenre  the  people  against  corruption  in 
the  House. 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  observed,  that 


the  disposition  of  a  great  many  millions  of  dollars 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  a  quorttm  of  this  House, 
of  whom  it  requires  onlv  seventeen  to  form  a  ma- 
jority. On  this  Mr.  C.  observed,  that  the  old 
Coneress,  which  was  composed  of  a  much  smaller 
number,  were  intrusted  with  the  disposal  of  larger 
sums,  although  there  were  sometimes  only  two 
members  from  the  largest  State,  Virginia,  and  no 
complaints  were  heard  of  their  conduct 

But  there  is  an  argument  which  ought  to  have 
weight  in  the  present  •question.  The  Senate,  al- 
though a  much  smaller  body  than  this  House,  are 
fully  competent  to  judge  of  our  proceedings,  and 
of  the  safety  of  the  country.  Indeed,  (said  Mr.  C.,) 
it  appears  very  evident  to  me  that  we  are  not  in 
want  of  a  larger  number  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  debate  any  question,  if  it  be  consid- 
ered how  much  has  already  been  said  on  the  subjeet 
now  before  us. 

Mr.  VufiiiG  expressed  much  surprise  tliat  the 
subject,  which  to  him  appeared  perfectly  definiu 
ble,  should  have  occasioned  the  deoate  to  travel  so 
widely  from  the  line  marked  out  bv  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  pendulum  seems  to  vibrate  between 
the  numbers  81,  96,  and  113;  and  should  that  pen- 
dulum rest  on  anv  one  of  them  in  preference  to 
the  others,  he  could  not  suppose  that  it  would  affect 
the  Liberties  of  America.  Why,  therefore,  all  this 
extraneous  argument  about  a  point  of  so  easy  deci- 
sion t  We  are  sent  here  to  administer  the  Govern- 
ment, the  first  principles  of  which  are  already  fixed, 
so  that  neither  branch  can  encroach  on  the  other. 
The  Senate,  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
President,  have  each  defined  powers;  and  whilst 
those  remain,  I  shall  always  believe  the  Liberties  of 
America  are  invulnerable. 

Under  this  impression,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall 
vote  for  striking  out  30,000,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  question  to  a  meidium.  But  I  shall  do 
this  on  different  principles  from  some  other  gentle- 
men ;  notwithstanding,  I  at  the  same  time  con- 
fess that  the  ratification  of  the  first  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  ought  to  govern  us  in  deciding 
this  question.  The  spirit  of  the  amendment  ap- 
pears to  me  clearly  to  imply  that  we  should  not 
suffer  the  number  of  Representatives  to  exceed 
one  for  30,000.  I  am  here,  not  as  a  person  who 
shall  exercise  discretionary  opinions,  but  judge  by 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  And  in  this  ease 
we  may  increase  the  number,  but  we  cannot  make 
it  less  after  the  enumeration.  In  the  mean  time, 
until  that  enumeration  is  complete,  the  represent- 
ation remnins  as  it  has  been  hitherto,  which  I  be- 
lieve may  be  about  one  member  to  every  40,000  or 
41,000. 

If  we  go  'upon  theory  only,  I  would  enlarge  the 
representation  to  its  greatest  extent,  and  hand 
down  the  principle  to  futurity,  in  lettere  of  gold, 
that  a  very  great  representation — that  Democracy  is 
the  very  best  Government  that  can  possibly  be 
devised,  provided  it  were  practicable  to  give  it  sta- 
bility. Next  to  a  Government  as  free  as  theory 
could  extend,  we  have  the  freest  in  the  world — a 
Government  of  representation,  which  will  increase 
with  the  population  of  the  country,  and  the  ten 
new  States  will  always  preserve  an  equilibrium: 
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but  if  you  increaae  it  iomn  eztr6iDe»yoa  may  render 
it  tamultaoua,  although  it  may  be  safe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  of  the 
necessity  of  planting  strong  guards  against  the  in* 
vasions  of  influential  characters.  Sir»  I  fear  no 
corruption ;  neither  can  I  see  the  ground  on  which 
it  can  make  an  entry  into  these  walls.  In  the 
British  Parliament  I  will  admit  that  corruption 
has  planted  her  standard;  but  that  is  the  natural 
consequence  of  a  very  large  representation,  and  a 
constitution  widely  different  from  ours;  and  yet, 
in  that  body,  how  many  patriots  have  we  not 
known  to  bold  forth  the  language  of  freedom,  as 
loud  and  warm  as  in  any  port  of  the  earth  I  But 
to  what  end  would  corruption  be  attempted  in  this 
Government,  which  is  in  itself  perfectly  rotatory  1 
The  President  is  elective  every  four  years,  the  Se- 
nate, by  interlocations,  from  two  to  six  years,  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  every  two  years. 
Then,  surely,  sir,  there  is  no  need  of  gnaras  to 
prevent  the  encroachments  of  corruption,  and  the 
argument  is  not  in  the  least  applicable  to  the  pre- 
sent system  of  our  affairs.  The  difference  between 
the  State  Legblatures  and  the  National  one  af- 
fords another  security  to  the  citizen.  They  have 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  of  making  laws,  &c., 
and  Congress  have  a  concurrent  legislation  in  such 
affairs  as  are  proper.  Election  forms  another  bar- 
rier in  favor  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People;  for, 
whilst  elections  are  kept  pure  and  free,  there 
is  double  security. 

Calculations  have  been  exhibited  by  several  gen^ 
tlemen,  and  I  have  likewise  made  one,  although 
not  so  old  or  experienced  in  calculations  as  some. 
But  I  find  that  all  those  vibrate  between  the  ratios 
of  30,000  and  40,000 ;  and  it  is  contended  that  the 
people  will  be  better  represented  by  adopting  the 
small  ratio,  which  produces  the  largest  representa- 
tion. But,  sir,  how  many  of  the  people  are  there 
who  are  not  represented!  Is  the  slave?  The 
infiint  requires  nothing  more  than  nourishment 
from  nature.  By  misapplying  calculations,  yon 
may  narrow  down  the  Government  so  much  as 
to  endanger  its  dissolution ;  but  if  kept  in  a  due 
medium,  you  insure  safety.  The  present  is  a 
larger  representation  than  either  France  or  England 
boasts.  I  wish,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  support  the 
State  Governments,  but  I  also  wish  to  support  the 
Federal  Government. 

I  cannot,  however,  see  the  propriety  of  compar- 
ing this  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  al- 
though that  is  called  a  Government  of  Represent- 
ation, consisting  of  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  one 
of  which  is  elective,  the  Lords  are  hereditary,  and 
the  Kinc^  can  do  no  wrong ;  and  it  has  hitherto 
been,  I  believe,  the  next  best  Government,  after 
our  own,  in  the  world.  And  yet  we  know  with 
how  much  reluctance  Ireland  obtained  a  parti- 
cipation of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; although  a  Flood  bellowed  forth  with  the 
voice  of  liberty  like  a  Demosthenes,  still  nothing 
could  induce  the  British  Ministry  to  give  way, 
until  the  tolunieen  effected  it^  And  have  we  not 
the  volunteers,  sir,  in  this  countrv  to  (protect  our 
rights  ?  Yes,  sir,  the  American  volunteers  are  per- 
fectly competent  to  this  service. 


To  return  to  calcubtion  of  the  ntio  of  repre- 
sentation. Admitting  the » State  of  Sonth  Caro- 
lina to  return  200,000  inhabitants,  then  the  raiio 
of  one  to  34,000  will  produce  one  hundred  mem- 
bers ;  if  the  ratio  of  80,000  be  adopted,  there  will 
be  an  increase  of  thirteen  members,  and  after- 
wards the  ratio  will  be  one  to  every  40,000,  until 
the  House  shall  consist  of  two  hundred  members, 
after  which  there  shall  not  be  less  than  two  hnn- 
jdred  Representatives,  nor  more  than  one  for  every 
60,000.  inhabitants.  This,  sir,  is  the  spirit  of  the 
amendment  already  adopted  by  nine  States;  and 
shall  we  not  exercbe  the  discretionary  power  de- 
legated to  us,  by  giving  celerity  to  the  meeeare 
by  a  bill  t  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, that  a  trifling  expense  is  no  object  com* 
pared  to  the  security  of  the  people ;  but  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  any  thing  of  locality  or  the  passions  of  the 
people  introduce  for  the  voice  of  the  people ;  for, 
if  locality  and  passion  were  to  govern  this  House, 
instead  of  wx  populi,  we  should  soon  have 
occasion  to  term  it  by  another  name,  the  eos 
diaboli, 

I  am  under  no  apprehensions  from  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bankj  or  the  speculators  in  the 
funds ;  for  it  is  their  interest  to  have  a  wise  and 
good  representation.  The  people  who  are  em- 
ployed  in  the  more  simple^path  of  agricaltore,  re- 
moved at  a  great  distance,  are  not  more  interested 
in  the  security  of  the  Government  than  the  more 
informed  stocaholder.  As  an  example  of  the  dis- 
cernment of  the  great  commercial  people  of  Lon- 
don and  Bristol,  I  need  only  mention  their  choioe 
of  a  Fox  and  a  Bubke,  for  until  a  late  day  Mr. 
Burke  was  the  champion  of  the  People  and  the 
friend  of  liberty. 

If  our  Senate  should  take  any  nnwarrantaUe 
stride  towards  Aristocracy,  have  we  not  the  power 
to  check  tliem?  No  President  can  very  well  at- 
tempt it  at  any  time  hereafter;  and  we  are  per- 
fectly secure  in  the  present  time  from  all  sospieion 
of  corruption. 

The  State  which  I  represent  eontaina  69,000 
inhabitants,  and  yet  I  shall  feel  myself  acting  in 
the  line  of  my  duty  by  voting  for  a  ratio  of  34,000, 
as  coming  nearest  to  the  spirit  of  the  amendment 
A  due  proportion  of  firmness  I  think  necessary  in 
the  Government,  and  we  shall  weaken  it  by  any 
change  which  is  not  for  the  better^  I  shrink  from 
nothing,  sir,  but  a  breach  of  my  duty,  and  it  is  not 
the  public  voice  so  much  as  the  public  good  that 
ought  to  be  consklered. 

In  reply  to  the  analogy  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  of  a  road,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  mention  another.  Suppose  a  pillar  waa 
to  be  raised  which  could  be  eanly  effected  by  one 
hundred  men,  and  that  two  or  three  hundred  were 
employed,  would  not  this,  in  the  language  of  the 
venerable  Fbanxlih,  be  paving  dear  for  the  whistle  1 
But  this  is  a  subject  which  I  should  be  sorry  to 
view  with  a  ludicrous  lace.  It  is  a  question  of 
liberty,  wherein  the  State  Govemmenta  have  an 
equal  share  of  security ;  and  let  the  pendulum  of 
the  ratio  alight  either  below  or  above  ninety^seven 
or  one  hundred  and  thirteen,  there  is  equal  safety. 
And  all  that  has  been  said  goes  to  prove  that  as 
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(he  popubtioa  increases,  we  ought  to  increase  the 
representation  in  that  ratio ;  and  at  present  I  think 
the  number  84,000  will  meet  the  sense  of  Amer- 
ica. 

Mr.  HiLLBoims  said  he  had  ever  been  a  friend 
to  a  Bepnblican  form  of  GoTemment,  and  Qod 
forbid,  that  he  should  ever  gi?e  his  vote  for  anv 
meafiiire  that  shonld  endanger  the  Liberties  of  his 
Coantry.  He  was  in  favor  of  an  energetic  Go- 
Tenunent,  as  that  alone  can  secure  the  blessings  of 
Liberty.  As  to  the  dread  of  corruption  in  this 
House,  which  some  gentlemen  appeared  to  enter- 
tain, he  thought  there  was  no  foundation  for  such 
tn  apprehension ;  at  least  as  the  idea  refers  to  one 
or  two  hundred  RepresentatiTes — two  hundred  he 
contended,  were  as  easily  corrupted  as  one.  But 
the  corruption  contemplated  was  a  mere  matter  of 
<^iDion;  no  facts,  he  presumed,  existed  in  this 
country  to  justify  a  positive  assertion ;  and  as  to 
foreign  countries,  it  seems  to  be  conceded  that  a 
larger  number  than  any  that  has  been  mentioned 
is  susceptible  of  undue  influence.  He  then  advert- 
ed to  the  restrictions  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Senate,  in  respect  to  the  means  of 
corrupting  the  Legislature.  The  Constitution  has 
also  made  provision  to  secure  the  independence  of 
the  members,  &c  He  then  urged  some  difficulties 
which  would  be  occasioned  by  a  small  ratio.  He 
observed  thAt  the  population  of  some  of  the  States 
is  nearly  stationary :  if  a  small  ratio  is  now  estab- 
lished, the  consequence  will  be  when  it  is  aug- 
mented, that  the  representation  of  those  States 
must  be  diminished.  This  would  be  a  measure 
that  would  be  greatly  disliked.  With  respect  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  he  thought  it  was  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question,  till  it  W|s  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  States.  A  very  numerous 
representation  would  tend  to  weaken,  if  not  de- 
stroy the  State  Governments,  and,  in  the  issue, 
would .  destroy  the  Oeneral  Government  For, 
ttid  he,  they  mutually  depend  on  each  other  for 
support 

Mr.  ScDewicK  rose  for  inquiry,  Whether  If  the 
word  t/itrly  should  be  struck  out,  it  can  be  re- 
stored? for,  though  he  wished  for  an  iiicrease  of  the 
ntio,  yet  he  thought  It  ought  to  stop  short  of  forty 
thousand.  He  was  in  favor  of  making  the  proposed 
unendment  to  the  Constitution  the  rule  to  guide 
the  House.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  Liberties  of 
this  country  depended  on  the  difference  in  the  re- 
presentation between  one  hundred  and  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  members.  With  more  than  eighteen 
hundred  watchmen,  in  the  State  Legislatures, 
he  conceived  that  the  Liberties  of  this  country 
were  perfectiy  safe— and  he  never  could  believe 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would  ever  be 
Blares.  He  was  sure  they  never  would,  so  long  as 
they  were  just  to  themselves  and  deserve  to  be 
free. 

Mr.  HsisTBB  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
ratio  of  one  to  thirty  thousand.  He  stated  sundry 
particulars  respecting  the  very  distant  local  situa- 
tiitns  of  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
which  rendered  it  almost  impossible  for  the  present 
number  to  do  complete  justice  to  their  respective 
districts. 


Mr.  KiTCBVLL  was  in  favor  of  a  numerous  repre- 
sentation. He  thought. the  amendment  proposed 
to  the  Constitution  ought  to  be  the  guide  to  the 
House  on  this  occasion.  He  did  not  draw  his  ideas 
of  what  should  constitute  a  proper  representation, 
from  the  example  cited  from  foreign  countries; 
nor  was  he  actuated  by  an  apprehension  of  corrup- 
tion, as  more  applicable  to  a  small  number  than  to 
a  large  one ;  but  when  he  considered  the  various 
objects,  views,  denominations,  professions,  callings 
and  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  he 
was  fully  convinced  that  a  large  representation  was 
necessary  to  embrace  the  wishes  and  answer  the 
expectations  of  the  people.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vote  against  the  motion  for  striking  out  thirty 
thousand. 

Mr.  FomLVT  rose  to  explain  certain  expressions 
which  he  said  had  been  misunderstood.  He  de- 
fended the  opinion  he  had  before  advanced  re- 
specting a  large  representation.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Clark,  he  observed,  that  the  information  to  which 
he  ^Alluded  when  he  said  that  a  larger  number 
would  enable  the  Representatives  to  adapt  the 
laws  and  proceedings  of  €k>vemment  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  was  that  species  of  know- 
ledge which  arises  from  a  more  perfect  represen- 
tation of  the  wants,  wishes,  and  interests  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Gcaar  took  a -general  survey  of  the  argu- 
ments aeainst  the  proposed  ratio  of  one  to  thirty 
thousand.  In  noticing  the  objection  from  the  insta- 
bility of  the  State  Legislatures,  he  said  it  was  not 
owing  to  their  numbers,  but  to  the  mode  in  which 
they  are  elected.  Were  the  Senates  and  Executives 
of  the  several  States  chosen  as  those  of  the  Greneral 
Government,  there  would  have  been  as  much  stabil- 
ity and  consistency  in  their  transactions,  as  in  those 
of  the  Government  of  the  Union.  A  gentleman 
had  said  that  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution had  been  adopted  with  reluctance  by  some 
of  the  States  which  had  accepted  thenL  He  called 
on  the  gentleman  to  produce  his  authorities  for  this 
assertion.  A  relative  proportion  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the*  House  and  the  Senate  had  been  sug- 
gested ;  this  idea  had  no  foundation  in  the  Consti- 
tution. And  he  further  observed,  that  the  Const! tu- 
tution  has  so  completely  guarded  and  secured  the 
rights  and  independence  of  the  Senate,  that  he 
could  not  conceive  of  the  apprehensions  of  gentle- 
men, who  appear  to  think  that  an  increase  of  the 
members  of  this  House  will  overwhelm  that  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  In  all  events,  the  privileges  of 
that  body  will  remain  the  same.  The  States,  it  is 
said,  have  reduced  their  Representative  Assemblies. 
This,  so  far  from  being  an  argument  against  the 
proposed  ratio,  was  directly  in  favor  of  it  The 
diminution  of  the  State  Legislatures  has  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  idea  which  the  people  entertain  of 
the  increasing  importance  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment The  objects  of  legislation  to  both  Govern- 
ments are  nearly  similar ;  they  relate  to  those  im- 
portant concerns  which  interest  the  feelings  of  every 
citizen  of  the  United  States ;  all  the  difference  lies 
in  the  magnitude  of  their  respective  spheres  of  action. 
Hence,  it  must  evidently  be  the  wish  and  expecta- 
tion of  the  people,  that  their  interests  in  every  point 


191 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


192 


H.  OF  R.] 


Public  CredUars. 


[NOTBMBSB,  1791. 


of  view,  should  be  fully  and  adequately  represented 
in  this  House. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  said, 
that  extending  the  sphere  of  representaUon  will 
lead  to  a  choice  of  more  competent  characters ;  but 
he  observed,  that  the  larger  the  sphere,  the  less 
knowledge  of  the  merits  of  candidates;  and  the 
electors  will  be  obliged  to  vote  on  trust  The 
mode  of  election  in  Great  Britain,  and  not  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
is  the  source  of  that  corruption  which  has  been  so 
frequently  alluded  to.  The  mode  of  election  in 
that  country  admits  of  an  Executive  influence  in 
the  election  of  a  minority  of  the  members.  This  is 
the  rotten  part  of  their  Constitution  which  requires 
amputation.  Ho  did  not  apprehend  any  danger 
from  undue  attempts  to  influence  or  corrupt  the 
members  of  the  House;  but,  though  he  admitted 
that  the  Government  may  be  untainted  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  yet  he  conceived  it  the  best  policy  to 
pretent  the  evil,  rather  than  to  wait  for  a  corrupt 
administration  and  then  lo  seek  for  a  remedy. 
The  idea  which  had  been  suggested,  that  increas- 
ing the  Federal  representation  would  tend  to  di- 
minish the  importance  of  the  State  Governments 
in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  he  conceived  had 
no  foundation.  It  supposed  a  want  of  wisdom  in 
the  community  at  large,  which  supposition  had 
nothing  to  support  it  The  people  know  that  their 
happiness  depends  on  preserving  the  balance  be- 
tween the  State  Governments  and  that  of  the 
Union.  The  Government  of  the  Union  has  been 
justly  compared  to  a  pyramid.  He  wished  that  the 
base,  which  was  constituted  by  the  Representative 
body,  might  be  broad,  in  order  to  give  it  stability ; 
and  therefore  hoped  that  the  original  motion  of  one 
Representative  to  every  thirty  thousand  persons 
would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  being  again  read,  in  the  following 
words: 

**Besolv€d,  Tbi^t  the  number  of  Representatives  aball, 
until  the  next  enumeration,  be  one  fur  thirty  thuusaud." 

The  question  was  taken  thereupon  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. — Yeas  35,  Nays  28,  as  follows  : 

Teas. — Abraham  Baldwin,  Egbert  Benson,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitcbell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
ranoe,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
WiUiain  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua 
Sency,  Upton  Sheridtne,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Syl- 
vester, I'homas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abra- 
ham Yeiiable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nat& — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Shcarjashub  Bourne,  Benja- 
min Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Michulas  Gilmao,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  William  Barry  Grove,  James  Hillhouse, 
Samuel  Livermore»  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Storges,  George 
Thatcher,  John  Vining,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Paob, 


Mr.  Murray,  and  Mr.  Macon  do  prepare  aod 

in  the  same. 


Wednxbdat,  November  16. 

Mr.  Goodhue  presented  a  petition  from  the  mer- 
chants and  distillers  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  a  reduction  of  the  duty  imposed 
on  spirits  of  domestic  manufacture,  and  an  increase 
in  that  on  foreign  spirits,  with  sundry  other  modi- 
fications of  the  Ulw,  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Browit  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  district  of  Kentucl^,  praying  to  be 
relieved  from  the  operation  of  the  excise  law,  until 
they  shaU  have  obtained  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, so  far  as  it  respects  a  temporary  suspenaion  ei 
the  excise  law. 

PUBLIC  CRKDITORS. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  called  up  the  petition  of  a  com' 
mittee  of  the  public  creditors  who  loaned  money  to 
the  United  States,  between  September,  1777,  and 
Maroh,  1778,  and  moved  that  it-should  be  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  his  opinion  on 
the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  ScDowicK  observed,  that  the  subject  of  this 
petition  had  undergone  a  decision  during  the  last 
session,  when  a  petition  of  a  similar  imture  waa 
presented.  Speculation  had  already  taken  a  suffi- 
ciently ample  range  through  the  United  States ;  and 
he  hoped  no  new  paths  would  be  opened  for  its  fu- 
ture walks.  lie  would  move  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  should  not  be  granted. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  said,  that  the  nature  of  the  peti- 
tion seemed  to  be  misunderstood  He  was  as 
little  disposed  as  any  gentleman  on  the  floor  to 
innovate  in  the  funding  system.  He  would  not 
undertake  to  pronounce  that  the  petitioners  were 
entitled  to  any  relief,  but  he  thought  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  did  not  consider  this  case  as  pro- 
vided for  under  the  funding  law;  in  which  case, 
he  thought  that  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
House  were  interested  in  taking  the  same  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Gerry,  after  giving  the  history  of  the  emis- 
sion of  the  bills  of  credit  in  question,  urged  the 
propriety  of  doing  equal  justice  to  every  class  of  the 
public  creditors,  and  declared  in  favor  of  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  woukl 
state  facts,  upon  which  the  House  could  deter- 
mine whether  or  no  the  prayer  of  the  petition  could 
be  granted. 

Mr.  Seoowick  thought  a  sufficient  proTision 
had  been  made;  that  it  was  not  the  interest  of 
the  people  to  proceed  any  further;  this  would  only 
raise  passions  that  were  now  subsided,  but  had 
heretofore  been  productive  of  considerable  mis- 
chief to  the  country;  it  would  show  the  people 
that  the  House  entertained  doubts  respecting  the 
sufficiency  of  the  provision;  speculators  would 
employ  all  their  arts  to  draw  the  certificates  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  present  holders;  and  he 
left  it  to  gentlemen  to  determine  whether  such  a 
scene  of  speculation  would  prove  advantageous  to 
the  country.    Besides,  he  would  ask,  whether  the 
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required  proTision  could  be  made  without  altering 
the  system  already  established? 

Mr.  GuRT  obserred,  that  the  ol^ection,  drawn 
from  speculation,  would  prove  an  argument 
equally  Talid  against  funding,  and  even  against 
the  coinage  of  money,  since  gamblers  would  apply 
the  coin  to  the  purposes  of  gaming.  It  had  been 
said  that  many  of  the  certificates  in  question  had 
been  loaned ;  but  be  would  ask,  whether,  because 
I  number  of  persons,  not  knowing  their  rights,  had 
yielded  them  up,  an  argument  could  thence  be 
drawn  why  others,  who  understood  their  rights, 
should  not  maintain  them,  or  why  the  former 
should  not  be  redressed  ?  Ought  the  Government 
to  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  the  public 
creditors  f  He  hoped  not  The  former  memorial, 
to  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Sedgwick]  alluded, 
WIS  lery  different  from  the  present  one,  and  con- 
tained many  matters  which  would  have  required 
a  total  alteration  of  the  funding  system. 

Mr.  Lauramcb  saw  no  necessity  for  a  reference : 
I  knowledge  of  facts  could  be  obtained  from  the 
journals  of  Congress.  As  to  applying  to  the  Se- 
cretary for  his  opinion,  this  would  only  prove  a 
source  of  embarrassment ;  better  to  take  it  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  in  the  House,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  his  opinion.  When  the  scale 
of  depreciation  was  applied  to  the  public  debt,  it 
was  unequally  applied,  some  receiving  interest  on 
the  nominal,  others  on  the  specie  value.  In  the 
funding  bill,  it  was  contemplated  that  the  former 
class  should  be  allowed  such  interest  up  to  the 
close  of  the  last  year ;  and  the  only  question  now 
is,  whether  any  alteration  shall  be  made  in  the 
funding  bill — whether  one  class  of  public  credi- 
tors shall  have  a  different  measure  of  iustice  dealt 
out  to  them  from  what  others  have  haa  ?  He  con- 
cluded with  a  wish  that  the  subject  should  be 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  on  the  reference  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  then  taken,  and  lost :  where- 
upon, 

tfr.  Ladramcc  moved  that  the  petition  should 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BouDUfoT  was  of  opinion  that  the  funding 
system  had  done  ample  justice,  and  that  those 
who  complied  with  it  have  no  reasonable  ground 
of  complaint  ^  At  the  time  of  the  passing  the  law, 
it  had  been  said  that  men  would  be  forced  by  it  to 
come  in  and  subscribe  whether  they  >vould  or  not ; 
a  clause  was  therefore  inserted  in  favor  of  non- 
subscribing  public  creditors,  by  virtue  of  which 
the  petitioners  who  are  of  the  non-subscribing 
class  consider  themselves  in  the  same  situation  as 
before  the  law  was  enacted ;  but  an  improper  con- 
struction has  been  given  to  that  clause,  and  there- 
fore it  is  that  the  creditors  complain.  Were  any 
one  of  them  to  bring  an  action  against  the  public 
oiBcers,  he  would,  in  his  opinion,  obtain  redress. 
They  applied  to  the  House  for  redress,  and  tihe 
question  was,  whether  they  should  be  forced  to 
subscribe,  or  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  their  con- 
tract ?  He  did  not  wish  that  any  man  should  be 
Weed  to  complr  with  the  terms  of  the  funding 
system  against  his  will;  he  would  have  every 
man  at  liberty  to  accept  or  reject  them  at  his 
2d  Cok.— 7 


pleasure ;  and  he  thought  it  unreasonable  that  any 
man  should  have  his  siz  per  cent  reduced  to  four, 
without  his  own  consent 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  thought  further  information  on 
the  subject  necessary,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he 
favored  the  reference.  One  circumstance  was 
unattended  to  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
on  the  subject;  and  that  was,  that  the  non-sub- 
scribing creditors  must  deliver  up  the  original 
certificates  before  they  can  receive  their  interest ; 
but  this  they  do  not  choose  to  do,  because  these 
certificates  bear  a  promise  of  interest  on  the  ori- 
ginal value,  and  they  would  afterwards  receive 
interest  only  on  the  reduced  value. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  commit- 
ment to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  lost 

Mr.  Sbdowick  moved  a  resolution  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  cannot  be  granted. 

The  question  beins  called  for,  Mr.  Baritwkll 
observed,  that  he,  and  probably  some  others  of  the 
new  members,  were  not  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  subject;  and  therefore  he  wished  the 
question  might  be  postponed.  The  resolution  was, 
in  consequence,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lauramcb  then  called  up  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
holders  of  certain  bills  of  credit  issued  in  1780. 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
consider  and  report  his  opinion  thereon. 

Mr.  Baldwin  called  up  the  petition  of  General 
Jackson,  relative  to  the  Georgia  election ;  which, 
after  some  debate,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
heretofore  appointed  to  report  a  regular  and  uni- 
form mode  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  contested 
elections. 


Tdursdat,  November  17. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Cornelius  C.  Scboonmakcr,  and  fh)m  Pennsyl- 
vania,   Thomas    Hartlbt,    appeared,    produced 
their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
newal of  lost  or  destroyed  certificates — Mr.  Muh- 
LCNBsao  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  moved  to -strike  out  the  words 
**lost  or,"  as  he  thought  that  the  public  ought  to 
be  secured  in  cases  of  lost  certificates ;  and  that  if 
any  security  could  be  provided,  it  must  be  in  some 
mode  that  was  not  pointed  out  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Laubanck  thought  the  provisions  made  in 
the  bill  were  sufQcient ;  that,  if  an  accurate  de- 
scription of  the  lost  certificate  was  published,  and 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  public  officer  to  disco- 
ver whether  such  certificate  had  been  issued, 
and  that  sufficient  security  was  given  to  refund 
the  money  to  the  United  States  in  case  the  lost 
paper  should  again  appear,  he  did  not  see  what 
mconvenience  could  result  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  suggested  manr  difficulties  that 
must  arise  from  the  want  of  checks,  from  the  loan- 
ing of  certificates,  and  other  circumstances,  that 
would  render  it  impossible  to  detect  frauds.  He 
would  wish  that  those  who  have  unfortunately 


195 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


196 


H.OFR] 


CerHJloaUM  ofPtMie  DM. 


[Nov 


1791. 


lost  their  certificates  shoald  be  indemnified,  if  this 
«ould  be  done  with  safety ;  but,  since  it  appeared 
impracticable,  be  thought  it  better  that  indiTidii- 
als  should  suffer  than  to  make  a  provision  for  them 
that  must  be  productiye  of  so  much  inconvenience 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  allowed  that  some  relief  might  be 
afforded  in  cases  of  destroyed  certificates,  and  that 
the  United  States  ought  not  to  avail  themselves 
of  their  destruction.  'But  since  the  United  States 
are  not  to  pay  the  same  certificates  twice,  and  the 
person  who  receives  payment  for  a  lost  one  must 

S've  security,  in  case  of  its  re-appearance  he  will 
»  obliged  to  refund,  and  thus  will  gain  nothing 
but  trouble  by  the  renewal  On  the  whole,  he 
thought  it  best  that  the  bill  should  extend  no  fur* 
ther  than  to  certificates  that  had  been  destroyed, 
and  therefore  was  in  favor  of  striking  out 

Mr.  Wadsworth  also  thought  it  impracticable 
to  guard  against  frauds,  and  was  in  favor  of  stri- 
king out ;  otherwise,  he  would  be  willing  to  grant 
relief  to  the  losers  of  certificates 

Mr.  HiLLHOvsc  observed,  that  in  private  con- 
tracts a  Court  of  Chancery  never  obliges  to  the 
renewal  of  an  obligation,  except  when  it  is  proved 
to  have  been  destroyed ;  though  there  is  less  dan* 
ger  of  fi*aud  in  transactions  between  individuals 
Uian  in  the  more  extensive  ones  of  the  United 
States,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  United  States 
should  take  so  much  trouble  as  must  necessarily 
attend  the  business  of  renewal.  It  would  only  be 
holding  out  an  encouragement  to  negligence  in 
the  holders  of  certificates. 

Mr.  Laurancs  observed,  that  descriptions  of 
these  certificates,  for  which  a  provision  was  now 
contemplated,  being  lodged  in  the  Treasury,  suffi- 
cient information  can  there  be  obtained  to  guard 
against  imposition  ;  that  a  Court  of  Chancery  will 
order  the  renewal  of  a  bond,  even  when  its  de- 
struction cannot  be  positively  proved;  and  that 
since  the  United  States  would  suffer  no  loss  or 
inconvenience,  he  wished  to  afford  relief  to  unfor- 
tunate individuals. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  observed,  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  for  a  public  officer  to  ascertain  the  truth 
respecting  a  certificate  that  might  have  been  is- 
sued in  Georgia,  paid  into  the  sub-Treasury, 
thence  re-issued,  and  transferred,  perhaps,  from  one 
extremity  of  the  United  States  to  the  other;  be- 
sides, when  a  number  of  certificates  have  been 
loaned,  and  one  new  certificate  given  for  the  ag- 
gregate sum,  how  can  the  officer  determine  whe- 
ther a  certificate,  said  to  be  lost^  may  not  have 
been  one  of  the  number? 

Mr.  HiLLHouss  did  not  think  one  instance  could 
be  produced  of  relief  given  by  Chancery  in  cases 
of  lost  securities,  except  where  the  debtor  had  sur- 
reptitiously got  possession  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Lkb  was  against  striking  out;  and,  as  ad- 
ditional security  to  the  United  States,  wished  that 
such  as  might  be  found  guilty  of  fiiLuds  respecting 
lost  certificates,  should  be  subject  to  a  penalty. 

Mr.  Giles,  though  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  wished  to  have  it  as  unexcep- 
tionable as  possible,  in  case  it  should  pass;  where- 
fore, from  the  impracticabiii^  of  at  once  giving 


relief  to  the  unfortunate  losers  of  certificates,  and 
at  the  same  time  securing  the  United  States,  he 
was  in  fiivor  of  striking  out 

Mr.  Barnwbll  thought  the  security  provided 
in  the  bill  by  no  means  sufficient ;  would  have  the 
original  certificate  of  no  avail  in  case  of  renewal, 
and  wished  the  renewal  not  to  take  place  for  two 
or  three  years. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
striking  out,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Two  oth^  amendments  were  proposed  and  ca- 
ried,  extending  the  time  for  the  renewal  and  issu- 
ing of  the  certificates ;  after  which,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with  amendments.  The 
House  proceeding  to  take  the  same  into  con8id^ 
ration,  some  opposition  was  made  to  the  one  that 
excluded  the  lost  certificates ;  and,  before  the  quel- 
tion  could  be  tidten  on  it,  the  House  adjourned. 


Fridat,  November  18. 

Mr.  Paoc,  ftom  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented *'  a  bill  Apportioning  the  RepresentatioD  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  according  to  the 
first  Enumeration ;"  which  was  received,  reid 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  covering 
his  account  of  indents  of  interest  received  and  is- 
sued from  the  first  of  July  to  the  thirtieth  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninetv-one,  inclusive;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered; to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LrvxRMOBC,  from  the  standing  Committee 
of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter 
from  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Marjland, 
containing  the  resignation  of  William  Pdcknit, 
a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  house  for  the 
said  State,  and  also  a  certificate  of  the  election  of 
John  Francis  Mercer,  in  the  room  of  the  said 
William  Pinkney,  made  a  report;  which  wai 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  commissioned  oflBcers  serving 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  inadequacj  of 
their  pay,  subsistence,  and  forage,  under  the  pre- 
sent establishment,  and  praying  that  the  same  may 
be  augmented.  Referred  to  Mr.  Laurancb,  Mr. 
Williamson,  and  Mr.  Kitohell,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  James  Jackson,  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  AMTHo.<iT 
Wayne,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  Honse 
for  the  State  of  Georgia,  made  a^report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  committee,  to 
the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed  cer- 
tificates. 

On  the  first  amendment  for  striking  out  the 
words,  **  or  lost," 

Mr.  Lee  expressed  a  wish  to  provide  for  the 
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'enewtl  of  lost  certificates;  but  he  would  qualify 
that  proTision,  by  particularly  designating  what 
kind  of  lost  certificates  he  meant,  viz:  such  only 
iB  from  strong  presumptive  evidence  appear  to  have 
been  destivy^.  In  any  other  case,  where  a  n»n 
Bees  that  he  cannot  expect  a  renewal,  he  will  glre 
himself  no  useless  trouble  on  the  occasion ;  and 
vhen  the  law  is  explicit^  he  will  have  no  occasion 
to  consult  a  lawyer*  The  House,  he  observed, 
OQgfat  not  to  make  laws  to  be  oonstnied  by  law* 
jtrsy  but  to  be  understood  by  the  people.  He  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  amendment,  by  retaining  the 
word  '*  lost**  and  strilcing  out  "  or  destroyed,**  add- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  clause  a  pr^^viso,  that  the 
daimant,  before  he  should  be  entitled  to  a  renewal, 
should  fomish  strong  presumptive  evidence  of  the 
destruction  of  his  ocrtificatea 

Mr.  Sboowick  declared  himself  at »  loss  to  un- 
derstand the  object  of  the  proposed  amendment 
If  the  House  undertook,  in  this  instance,  to  define 
what  ^ecies  of  evidence  'should  establish  the  ftct, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  might  not  do  it  in 
every  other  instance.  This  was  never  attempted 
hy  any  Legislature;  and  the  attempt,  if  made, 
would  tend  to  embarrass  all  kind  of  investigation, 
and  involve  (he  l^al  code  in  obscurity. 

Mr.  Lis  was  equally  desirous  with  the  gentle- 
man last  up  to  have  the  laws  intelligible  to  every 
mdividoaL  He  had  no  idea  of  entering  into  a 
detaO  of  the  evidence.  He  meant  n3  more,  than 
that  strong  {n^esumptive  evidence  should  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  proof  of  the  destrdction  of  any  certi- 
fieate. 

Mr,  Clask  apprehended  ftx>m  the  turn  which 
the  debate  had  taken,  that  the  grand  object  of 
attention  would  be  lost  in  the  word  **  k)st**  There 
was  but  a  single  instance  to  be  found  hi  any  nation, 
of  such  a  provision  as  was  now  contemplated; 
it  IS  not,  nor  ever  was  made  by  any  bank ;  when 
Congress  heretofore  made  such  a  provision,  it  was 
at  a  period  when  war  raged  through  the  country, 
and  it  was  a  piece  of  necessary  p<Aicy  to  keep  the 
people  in  good  humour,  by  renewing  their  certifl- 
eat^  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in 
huniing  their  houses;  but  as  no  such  reason 'exists 
in  the  present  day,  he  hoped,  if  the  bill  should  pass, 
the  report  of  the  committee  would  be  adopted,  as 
the  lesser  of  two  evils ;  for,  as  to  his  part,  he  did 
not  wish  to  see  any  provision  made  at  all 

Mr.  KrrcRXLL  wished  to  retain  the  word,  ^  de- 
stroyed,** in  preference  to  '*  lost,**  in  case  the  bill 
should  pass.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  House 
would  act  wisely  in  avoiding  to  establish  any  ge- 
neral rule  Ibr  such  cases,  and  keeping  them  indi- 
Tidoally  under  their  own  immediate  inspection. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  and  carried ;  and  the  other 
amendments  being  severally  considered  and  agreed 
to — 

Mr.  Gbbrt  objected  to  the  passing  of  the  bill  in 
its  present,  or  in  any  other  form.  He  did  not  wish 
to  take  advantage  of  the  misfortunes  of  those  who 
had  lost  their  evidences  of  the  public  debt  He 
wished  to  give  every  individual  an  opportunity  of 
recovering  his  right,  so  far  as  that  could  be  granted 
consistently  with  the  interest  and  security  of  the 


nation  at  large.  The  mode  pointed  out  in  the 
bill,  he  considered  as  liable  to  many  objections. 
To  ascertain  facts,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
claimants  should  have  an  opportunity  of  recur- 
ring to  the  records ;  thus,  whoever  might  be  dis- 
po^  to  embark  in  a  fraudulent  speculation  would 
be  enabled  to  ascertain  what  certificates  were  lost, 
and  to  concert  plans  for  thehr  recovery ;  he  may 
apply  to  any  District  Judge,  or  Court  of  Record, 
and  there  make  declaration  that  he  has  lost  those 
certificates;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  warrant 
will  be  issued  for  their  amount;  it  will  never  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Ck>mmissioners  of  Loans,  or  df 
the  Judges  of  Record,  dispersed  through  every 
part  of  the  Union,  to  detect  such  frauds  during  the 
late  war.  Many  public  ofilcers  had,  together  with 
their  baggage,  lost  numbers  of  cMsrtiflcates,  the 
amount  of  which  was  afterwards  allowed  to  them ; 
and  it  would  now  be  impossible,  from  an  exami- 
nation of  the  files,  to  identify  tiiose  certificates. 
Many  persons,  also,  who  were  opposed  to  the  Re-' 
volution,  wantonly  destr^ed  the  public  securities. 
The  amount  of  the  certificates  lost  and  destroyed 
have  never  been  ascertained ;  and  it  was  impossible 
to  foresee  the  extent  of  the  bill.  It  would,  in  fact, 
amount  to  a  premium  for  peijurv  and  fnud. 

Mr,  G.  further  objected  to  the  bill,  as  holding' 
forth  a  strong  temptation  to  the  public  officers  to 
enrich  themselves  by  finudnlent  means,  on  the 
strength  of  the  non-existing  certificates.  He  en- 
tertained as  high  an  opinion  of  the  integrity  of 
the  public  officers  employed  under  the  Federal 
Government  as  any  gentleman  on  the  floor;  but 
was,  nevertheless,  averse  to  placing  their  interest 
and  their  duty  in  opposition  to  each  other.  More- 
over, -he  could  not  see  what  good  purposes  would 
be  answered  bv  the  bill  If  it  was  intended  to  gr^ 
vent  individual  applications  to  Oongress,  it  would 
not  produce  that  effect;  it  does  not  provide  for  all 
cases;  and  those  that  remain  unprovided  for  must 
still  come  before  the  House.  If  saving  time  was 
the  object,  the  time  consumed  in  such  business 
would  not  protract  the  session  a  single  day.  The 
amount  of  the  lost  certificates  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained ;  it  may  possibly  be  very  considerable  *  and 
the  Treasury  may  be  drained  of  large  sums,  without 
any  advantage  accruing  to  the  rightful  owners  of 
such  securities.  If  the  applications  were  directly 
made  to  Consress,  some  gentlemen  on  the  floor 
would  no  doubt  be  acquainted  with  the  characters 
of  the  applicants;  and  the  public  will  be  much 
better  pleased  to  see  the  fate  of  such  petitions 
decided  by  both  Houses  of  Oongress  than  by  a 
District  Judge. 

The  act  of  the  old  Ooneress,  he  observed,  ex- 
tended no  further  than  to  loan-office  certificates; 
and  when  Congress  made  such  a  provision,  it  was 
at  a  period  when  they  found  it  necessary  to  exo- 
nerate themselves  from  such  matters,  Uiat  they 
might  be  more  at  liberty  to  attend  to  business  of 
greater  importance.  Their  example,  he  hoped, 
would  not  novr  be  followed,  as  there  does  not  now 
exist  the  same  plea  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. He  hoped  the  House  would  proceed  in  the 
usual  train  of  receiving  the  individual  petitions, 
and  severally  deciding  upon  them  as  heretoforoi 
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ntber  than  subject  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tax,  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  fore- 
see the  amount  To  such  a  risk  he  would  prefer 
a  grant  of  a  million  of  dollars  to  be  divided  among 
the  applicants. 

Mr.  Wabsworth  opposed  the  bill,  as  inadequate 
to  either  of  the  purposes  which  it  was  intended 
to  answer,  viz :  that  of  doing  justice  to  the  public, 
or  of  easing  Congress  from  repeated  applications. 
A  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  bad 
compared  the  bill  to  a  child  ;  for  his  part,  he 
thought  it  a  very  rickety  child,  and  hoped  the 
bantling  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  that  he  had  entertained 
doubts,  whether  certificates  destroyed  in  any  wav, 
ought  to  be  renewed ;  but  if  a  renewal  was  thougnt 
expedient,  be  looked  on  the  mode  proposed  in  the 
bill  as  preferable  to  anr  substitute  that  had  been 
offered  in  lieu  of  it  The  gentleman  last  up  had 
said  that  it  would  not  prevent  applications  to  the 
House.  .  If  further  extended,  it  would  have  that 
effect;  and  he  would  very  willingly  concur  with 
gentlemen,  if  they  wished  to  extend  it;  but  he 
doubted  much  whether  they  could  do  it  effectually. 
If  the  remedy  contemplated  in  the  bill  was  to  be 
applied  only  in  cases  where  the  certificates  had 
been  destroyed,  he  thought  that  ample  provision 
was  made  for  every  possible  case  of  that  kind. 
Should  the  bill,  therefore,  pass  into  a  law,  applica- 
tions to  the  House  ought  no  longer  to  be  admitted, 
except  in  cases  of  a  very  singular  nature.  As  to 
the  greater  degree  of  caution  that  was  expected 
from  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  than  from 
the  ofiBcers,  ne  would  observe,  that  the  members 
of  that  House  were  men  of  like  passions  with  the 
rest  of  mankind ;  that  their  responsibility  is  more 
diffusive,  and  they  would  not  perhaps  feel  them- 
selves, as  a  body,  sufiBciently  mterested  in  these 
smaller  matters,  when  their  attention  is  engaged 
by  objects  of  greater  national  importance ;  whUst, 
on  the  other  hand,  individual  members,  feeling 
themselves  interested  within  the  sphere  of  those 
who  come  in  contact  with  themselves,  a  kind  of 
phalanx  is  formed  in  favor  of  the  applicant 

As  to  the  loss  of  time,  which  was  alleged  to  be 
trifling,  he  observed,  that  only  two  petitions  of  this 
kind  had  as  yet  been  presented  to  the  House,  and 
each  had  consumed  a  day ;  as  to  a  fraudulent  ap- 
plication of  evidence  to  lost  certificates,  this  could 
be  equally  practised  in  petitions  to  Congress,  since 
the  evidence  is  not  to  be  brought  before  the  House, 
but  must  be  taken  at  home.  As  to  the  temptation 
which  was  said  to  be  held  out  to  the  Commission- 
ers, he  would  observe,  that  if  the  House  could  not 
confide  in  an  officer  to  transact  their  business,  they 
must  become  so  suspicious  as  totally  to  impede  the 
transaction  of  all  business.  On  the  whole,  he 
thought  that  as  good  checks  were  provided  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  would  admit  of;  and  that  if  some- 
thing like  the  principle  of  the  bill  were  not  adopted, 
lost  certificates  ought  not  to  be  renewed  at  all. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Daytoh*  Gbbbt,  Wadswortb,  Williamson,  Se- 
K BY,  and  Lex  ;  ailer  which. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill,  and  lost    So  the  bill  wp  rejected. 


MoifDAT,  November  21. 

A  petition  of  Jason  Wat^  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  commutation  of  half 
pay  as  a  Major  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and 
report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Wadswobth,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  more  effectu- 
ally to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States ;  which  was  received,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  James  Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  elec* 
tion  and  return  of  Antbont  Watkb,  one  of  the 
members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the 
State  of  Georgia:  whereupon. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  repoK  of 
the  standing  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Letter  from,  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  containing  the  resignation  of 
William  Pinkmbv,  a  member  returned  to  serve 
in  this  House  for  the  said  State ;  and  also  a  certi- 
ficate of  the  election  of  John  Fbahois  Mbbcbb  in 
the  room  of  the  said  Wiluam  Pinkhbt.  Where- 
upon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  apportioning  the 
representation  of  the  People  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration. 

Mr.  Macok  moved  that  the  first  section  be 
amended,  by  inserting  the  word  "^m**  after  the 
word  *'  thousand*** 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  BouBNB  (R.  I.)'  observed  that  the  gentle- 
man did  not  advert  to  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  proposes  that  the  number  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  amount  to  ono  hundred.  This 
amendment  will  most  probably  be  accepted,  and 
then  we  shall  have  to  repeal  the  proposed  Uw, 
should  it  be  enacted.  He  was  in  favor  of  thirty- 
four  thousand,  because  that  would  be  conformable 
to  the  amendment— and  he  saw  no  good  retson 
why  the  representation  should  exceed  one  hundred. 
That  number  will  be  fully  competent  to  express 
the  wills,  wishes,  and  ideas  of  the  people,  and  be 
saw  no  necessity  to  burden  their  constituents 
with  the  additional  expense  of  thirteen  additional 
members. 

Mr.  Macok  said  he  did  not  conceive  that  the 
amendment  referred  to  was  to  be  a  guide  to  the 
House  till  it  was  fully  ratified ;  and,  as  it  was  un- 
certain whether  it  ever  would  be,  we  ought  not  to 
be  swayed  by  it  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Sboowick  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
thirtv-four  thousand,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
people  from  that  part  of  the  country  which  he 
represented,  that  the  number  of  Representatires 
in  this  House  should  not  exceed  one  hundred. 
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Mr.  LAUBAircB  nid  that  the  qaestion  had  been 
BO  fiillr  debated,  that  he  did  not  think  the  opinion 
of  a  nngle  member  would  be  changed  by  all  that 
can  be  gaid.  He  wished  therefore  that  every  pro- 
posed amendment  should  be  put,  and  the  question 
taken  on  eftch  with  as  little  debate  as  possible. 

Hr.  Whitb  advocated  the  clause.  He  was  in 
fiiTor  of  one  Representative  to  thirty  thonsand 
persons.  The  question  now  is,  whether  the  people 
shall  have  that  share  of  influence  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  plainly  contemplates  one  Representa- 
tive for  every  thirty  thousand  persons.  He  wished 
to  preserve  the  independency  of  the  several  parts 
of  the  Government  Corruption  has  been  men- 
tioned. He  wished  it  might  never  take  place; 
bat  the  present,  he  conceived,  was  the  time  to 
guard  against  it  He  would  not  say  that  any  un- 
due measures  had  ever  yet  been  taken  to  influence 
the  House ;  but  that  it  was  the  wish  of  some  to 
innovate,  was  apparent,  from  some  attempts  which 
bad  been  made  to  increase  the  importance  of  the 
Executive — from  the  predilection  for  titles  and 
distinctions  which  the  journals  of  the  Senate  would 
show  still  existed.  He  hoped  that  the  proposed 
ratio  would  be  established,  as  more  consonant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  than  any  which  had 
been  mentioned.  The  independence  of  the  Senate 
cannot  be  aSected  by  the  number  of  this  House — 
they  will  always  have  a  negative  on  our  acts. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  should  be  in  ftvor  of 
the  imendment,  not  because  it  was  a  number  the 
mofit  agreeable  to  him,  for  he  confessed  that  even 
this  would  have  produced  a  more  numerous  repre- 
sentation than  he  could  have  wished ;  but  because 
a  greater  number  would  be  less  likely  to  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  committee.  He  agreed  with 
the  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  WHrrs,)  in  one 
of  his  dedarations  only,  which  was,  that  this  ques- 
tion was  of  greater  moment  than  the  gentleman 
who  advooatra  thirty  thousand  (the  largest  repre 
sentation)  seems  to  have  conceived.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Lau- 
amce,)  that  this  subject  had  undergone  a  pretty 
fall  ^scosslon ;  but  he  at  the  same  time  believed 
that  some  tiew  light  might  still  be  thrown  upon 
it  There  was  one  point  of  view,  Mr.  D.  observed, 
in  which  it  had  not  yet  been  exhibited  by  any 
gentleman  in  the  course  of  debate,  but  in  which, 
on  account  of  its  magnitude  and  importance,  it 
ought  to  be  critically  examined.  The  Senate  were 
considered  as  the  Representatives  of  the  States, 
or  of  the  State  Governments.  The  House  of  Re- 
presentatives were  supposed  to  contain,  under  cer- 
tain qnalificatione,  a  pure  representation  of  the 
People.  Such  was  the  apportionment  of  its  mem- 
bers with  respect  to  the  unequal  districts  or  States 
into  which  this  country  is  divided,  as  to  give  the 
three  great  States,  a  very  predominant  influence 
upon  that  floor.  They  had  only  to  combine  their 
strength,  and  to  associate  almost  any  one  of  the 
other  eleven  States  with  them,  in  order  to  insure 
success  to  any  favorite  project  that  they  might 
hare  in  view.  He  was  aware,  that  it  would  be 
answered  by  gentlemen,  that  such  combination 
was  not  likely  to  take  place  between  States  so  dis- 


tant in  point  of  situation,  and  difibring  in  local 
interests  and  circumstances.  He  had  been  ever 
slow  in  the  prediction  of  evil ;  but,  reasoning  from 
the  temper  and  disposition  of  man,  and  judging 
from  past  observation  and  experience,  he  would 
venture  to  pronounce,  without  any  pretennons  to 
the  sphit  of  prophecy,  that  the  great  States  would 
thus  combine  their  influence,  whenever  they  shonM 
deem  it  for  their  advantage,  and  ttwt  the  interests 
of  the  other  States  would  of  consequence  become 
the  sacrifice.  Those  States  then  that  are  thus  ex- 
posed, of  which  number  he  considered  at  least 
two-thirds  of  those  which  now  formed  the  Union, 
would  find  th«r  only  security  and  protection 
against  the  eflTects  of  such  combination  in  the  Se- 
nate. Would  it,  hi^  asked,  be  consistent  wiUi  pru- 
dence or  with  safety,  for  those  very  States  to  assent 
to  a  measure  directly  tending  to  weaken,  if  not 
destroy  that  security?  Even  now,  he  said,  the 
Senate  would  have  need  of  all  its  firmness  in  con- 
tinuing to  oppose  any  act,  in  the  carrying  of  which 
tlic  House  should  be  determined  to  persevere.  But 
what,  he  inquired,  would  be  the  consequence,  when 
the  increase  so  aHently  wished  for  by  noany  gen- 
tlemen should  have  taken  place?  Would  the 
Senate  have  fortitude  enough,  even  where  they 
thought  they  had  just  cause,  stoadfastlv  to  counter- 
act the  will  and  determined  purpose  of  a  body  con- 
sisting of  two  hundred  members,  boasting  to  derive 
their  appointments  from  a  purer  and  from  the 
purest  source,  calling  themselves  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  profess* 
ing  to  speak  the  sense  of  their  constituents  ? 

Let  thirty  thousand  be  adopted  as  the  ratio  of 
representation,  and  he  hesitated  not  to  declare  that 
whenever  the  Representatives  should  think  proper 
to  resolve  any  important  point  of  dispute  into  a 
question  of  firmness  between  the  two  Houses,  the 
Senate  must  yield  to  their  superior  weight  and 
shrink  from  the  unequal  contest  In  the  event  of 
their  defeat  in  a  single  instance,  the  independence 
of  that  branch  would  be  materially  affected,  and 
the  Legislative  balance  shaken  in  its  centre. 

These  dangers,  Mr.  D.  further  observed,  were 
by  no  means  imaginary,  but  would  too  soon  be 
realized,  if  the  House  continued  to  increase  by 
fillies  in  the  manner  they  are  beginning.  If  the 
motion  under  consideration  for  increasing  the  ratio^ 
and  lessening  the  number  of  Representativea, 
should  prove  unsuccessful,  their  reliance  would 
then  be  upon  the  Senate.  That  body,  he  was 
sure,  was  too  mindful  of  their  own  privileges  and 
importance,  to  make  a  voluntary  and  deliberate 
surrender  of  their  independence.  They  were  too 
regardful  of  the  interests  of  their  constituents,  to 
assent  to  an  act  giving  an  undue  weight  to  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  which  the  great  States 
had  such  unreasonable  influence.  I(^  however,  in 
this  his  last  reliance,  he  should  be  disappointedi 
and  the  bill  be  likely  to  pass  both  Houses,  he  hoped 
the  yeas  and  najrs  would  be  entered  upon  the  jour- 
nals, that  it  might  be  known  hereafter,  when  the 
events  he  had  predicted  should  have  taken  place, 
who  it  was  that  had  thus  given  up  the  Union  to 
the  control  of  three  or  four  of  its  members — who 
were  the  men  that  had  voted  for  the  extraordinary 
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iDCPease  of  ons  branch,  at  tb«  ezpenae  of  tb«.  inde- 
pendeDoo  of  the  other,  and  thereoj  destrogred  that 
«qaiUbrium  of  the  (}oTernmeiit|  upon  tho  prater- 
Tation  of  which,  the  fiureet  hopes  of  its  weH-wish- 
era  were  founded. 

Mr.  Gbbhy  contended  that  the  Constitution  was 
misconstrued  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro> 
lina;  and  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  ih>ni  New 
Jersey,  he  ssid  he  was  surprised,  to  bear  the  re* 
marks  which  he  made,  when  he  recollected  his 
being  a  member  of  the  GonTention — ^in  which,  it 
must  be  remembered  by  that  gentleman,  the  larger 
States  consented  to  placing  the  small  States  on  a 
par  with  them  in  the  Senate,  to  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty which  the  smaller  States  objected  against 
the  larger,  representations  from  the  larger  Statea 
He  said  the  independence  of  the  Senate  is  secured 
by  the  Constitution — and.  he  was  not  appr^en^ 
dye  that  the  increase  proposed  would  overwhelm 
that  branch  of  the  Goyemment^  or  l^oen  their 
importance,  or  shake  their  firmness.  The  gentle- 
man had  talked  of  combinations  in  the  larger 
States ;  but  he  presumed  no  facts  could  be  produ- 
ced to  support  such  aA  apprehension.  The  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  representation  is  founded  on 
the  principles  of  justice  and  equity :  it  is  strictly 
ajsreeable  to  the  spirit  and  design  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  contemplates  an  increase  in  some  de- 
gree proportionate  to  the  increased  population  of 
the  States.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Consti- 
tution would  be  iairly  and  honorably  carried  into 
effect 

Mr.  BovniNOT  was  not  yet  convinced,  from  all 
the  arguments  he  had  heard,  that  by  increasing 
the  number  of  Bepreaentatives  to  one  hundred  and 
thirteen,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  the  wants,  wishes, 
and  interests  of  their  constituents,  would  be  more 
fully  embraced,  than  by  adopting  the  amendment 
then  under  consideration.  It  hhd  not  yet  been 
taken  into  the  account,  that  a  certain  species  of 
property  in  three  or  four  of  the  States  [slaves] 
would  be  represented  in  the  next  Craagress,  if  the 
bill  passed,  by  at  least  twelve  members,  above  the 
proportioi}  of  other  States,  whose  property  (though 
of  superior  value)  was  not  entiUed  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  any  representation  at  all.  That  he  did 
not  mean  to  find  £iult  with  the  Conatitution  in 
this  respect,  but  to  make  it  the  rule  of  his  con- 
duct---although  in  the  construction  of  it,  he  would 
not  increase  the  evil  when  two  extremes  were 

e*ven,  and  the  intermediate  number  was  optional 
e  bad  said,  and  he  rested  on  the  Constitution  for 
the  proof,  that  it  contemplated  one  member  for 
each  State  as  the  lowest,  and  the  ratio  of  one  for 
thirty  thousand  persons  as  the  highest  number. 
That  the  Convention  in  settling  the  present  House 
of  Representatives,  without  a  precise  knowledge 
of  the  amount  of  the  citizens  of  the  Union,  had 
done  it  in  a  certion  proportion  to  the  number  of 
Senators,  which  he  had  Uiought  a  good  rule  to  go 
by,  till  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion was  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  States ; 
but  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  that  this  would 
■con  take  place,  he  had  consented  to  agree  to  the 
ratio  of  thirty-four  thousand,  which  would  give 
one  hundred  members.    This  would  accord  with 


the  spirit  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constittttion, 
and  prevent  the  necessity  of  passing  any  other  act 
when  the  amendment  should  be  oompleted.  He 
was  therefore  in  &vor  of  insertingybur  after  '*  thir- 
tv,*'  4xt  any  ratio  that  would  confine  the  number  of 
Representatives  to  one  hundred,  or  under. 

Mr.  Latibanci  remarked,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Datton's  objections,  that  the  States  were  dispro- 
portionate respecting  territorr,  and  coosequenUj 
were  so  as  to  the  number  of  the  people^  That  an 
equality  would  take  pkce  amongst  the  people  of 
the  several  States  by  the  raiUo  proposed,  although 
more  members  would,  oome  from  some  States  than 
from  others.  He  mentioned  that  every  member 
of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  stood  m  relation 
to  the  people  of  America,  and  ought  to  consult  the 
interest  of  the  whole,  and  not  the  particular  inters 
est  of  the  State  in  which  he  was  Sected.  Should 
this  ffoneral  principle  operate,  and  which  he  sup- 
posed ought  to  actuate  each  member,  no  danger 
was  to  be  ^>prehended<  from  a  ccanbinatioi^  as  the 
general  good  waa  tho  object  of  oonsidcnration.  If 
this  shoidd  not  be  the  prevailing  principle,  it  might 
be  the  interest  of  the  States  to  have  as  great  a 
number  of  Representatives  as  could  be  obtained; 
yet  he  supposed,  unless  a  division  of  tevrttoiy  took 
place,  the  people  in  each  State  would  be  entitled 
to  be  represented  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  in 
each,  and  the  danger  that  it  was  supposed  would 
exist,  could  not  he  readily  remedied.  He  also  ob- 
served, that  he  imagined  the  Senate  would  not  be 
subject  to  the  influence  suggested.  The  Senate 
was  an  independent  part  of  the  Legislature,  and 
would  decide  all  questions  that  came  before  them, 
aa  the  judgments  of  the  members  will  dictate.  So 
long  as  a  reciprocal  negative  existed,  as  to  the  acti 
of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  he  hoped  we 
should  find  firmness  in  each  to  decide  properlj. 
The  Senate  had  frequently  rejected  the  bQla  of  the 
House,  and  had  amended  others — ^some  very  im- 
portant ones — and  the  influence  of  the  memlieTs  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  did  not  operate  oa 
their  decisions.  The  objection  to  the  propositioa 
not  being  agreeable  to  the  amendment  proposed 
to  the  Constitution,  was  unfounded.  He  explained 
his  ideas  respecting  the  nature  of  the  amendment, 
and  concluded  that  the  proportion  was  conforma- 
ble to  it ;  and  observed,  that  the  nature  of  the 
amendment  was  contemplated,  when  the  proposi- 
tion respecting  the  ratio  was  made. 

The  committee  now  rose,  reported  progress  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuESDAT,  November  22. 

« 

A  memorial  of  the  committee  of  the  counties  of 
Washington,  Westmoreland,  Fayette,  and  Alle- 
ghany, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  their  objec- 
tions to  an  act,  passed  at  the  \aaX  session,  imposing 
a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  repealed.  Re- 
ferred to  &e  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  for  his 
information. 

Mr.  Lavbakcb,  from  the  committee  appoint«l 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  making  appro- 
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pr Atioofl  for  the  rapport  of  Ooveniment  for  the  year 
one  thousand  soTen  hundred  and  ninety-two ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  remonstrance  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  stating  their  objections  to  certain 
proTisions  of  a  bill  now  depending,  entitled  *'  A 
bill  more  efibctually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout 
the  United  SUtes.** 

Ordered^  That  the  said  remonstrance  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill 
more  eflectnally  to  provide  for  the  national  defence, 
hj  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  Uie 
United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  his  report  on 
the  petition  of  Jacob  Isaacs;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REPRESENTATIVE  FROM  MARYLAND. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  standing 
Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Letter  from  the  Bzecutire  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
containing  the  resignation  of  William  Pinkmet,  a 
member  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  said 
State ;  and  also  a  certificate  of  the  election  of  John 
Francts  Mebceb,  in  the  room  of  thersaid  Williax 
PixKinnr. 

The  hiw  of  the  State  of  Maryhuid  relating 
elections  being  called  for,  was  produced  and  read ; 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  Govemor  and 
Coandl  of  that  State  were  aathoriaeed  to  fill  up  ya- 
cinctes  in  the  representation  of  that  State  in  Con- 
gress. 

Some  ofajeetionB  haying  been  offered  against  ac- 
cepting the  report, 

Mr.  Sbnbt  observed,  that  the  case  appeared  to 
him  to  be  so  plain  that  he  was  surprised  to  find 
gentlemen  objecting  to  an  acceptation  of  the  report 
of  the  committee.  He  then  stated  the  whole  pro- 
cess of  the  business,  in  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
PcnoiBT  and  the  election  of  Mr.  MeacEit,  in  which 
the  law  of  the  State  had  been  strictly  adhered  to. 
He  concluded  by  saying,  that  two  cases  in  point 
hid  already  occurred  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
and  no  difficalty  respecting  them  had  taken  place 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  GiLBs  said,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
select  committee  which  had  made  the  report; 
and,  from  an  accurate  attention  to  all  the  circum- 
Btancea  of  the  case,  he  was  led  to  think  the  report 
a  very  improper  one.  From  recurring  to  the 
Constitution,  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  resignation 
did  not  oonatitnte  a  vacancy.  The  Constitution 
speaks  only  of  vacancies  in  general,  and  does  not 
contemplate  one  as  resulting  from  a  resignation. 
Adverting  to  the  British  House  of  Commons,  he 
observed  that  in  that  body  there  could  be  no  resig- 
nation. This  is  an  established  principle.  The 
people  having  once  chosen  their  representatives, 
their  power  ceases,  and  consequently  the  body  to 
which  the  resignation  ought  to  be  oiade  no  longer 
exists.  From  tihe  experience  of  the  British  Go- 
Tcmment  in  this  re^Mct,  he  ai^ed  against  a  devi* 


atioQ  from  this  rale.  He  showed  from  the  Con- 
stttutioti,  that  the  Executives  of  the  States  who 
are  empowered  to  fill  vacancies,  are  not  at  all  au- 
thorised to  declare  the  existence  of  such  vacan- 
cies ;  for,  if  th^  are  to  judge  in  the  case,  the 
whole  power  is  invested  in  them  of  determining 
the  whde  hnsiness  of  vacancies — an  idea  that  ma- 
terially and  essentially  affects  the  privileges  of 
the  members  of  the  House.  He  remarked  that, 
even  by  the  Uiw  of  Maryland,  the  requisite  steps 
had  not  been  pursued  by  the  Executive  of  that 
State.  He  concluded  by  saying  that,  if  the  prin- 
ciples he  bad  advanced  were  just,  he  hoped  the  re- 
port would  not  be  aocepted. 

Mr.  Surra  (S.  C.)  had  had  his  doubts  on  the 
report ;  but,  on  more  mature  consideration  he  was 
convinced  tiiafc  on  account  of  the  inconvenience 
which  would  result  from  rejecting  it,  and  from 
other  considerations,  it  was  proper  to  adopt  it,  but 
not  without  a  full  discussion.  He  then  stated 
some  particulars  to  show  that  the  vacancy  which 
had  occurred  on  this  occasion  could  not  properly 
be  called  a  resignation.  Mr.  Poikmit  had  never 
taken  his  seat,  nor  the  requisite  oath.  He  said 
that  there  was  no  analogy  between  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  and  this  House ;  the  mode 
of  issuing  the  writs  originally,  and  of  filling  up 
vacancies,  is  essentially  different  No  parts  of  the 
Constitution  prohibits  a  member  from  resigning, 
and  for  convenience  it  ought  to  be  concluded  that 
he  may  resign.  The  pu^ic  interest  may  suffer 
extremely  in  cases  of  sickness  or  embarrassments, 
which  may  prevent  a  member  from  attending. 
This  argument  fi!om  the  body*B  not  existing  to 
whom  the  resignation  ought  to  be  made,  will  ap- 
ply to  the  President  of  the  United  Stat^  whose 
resignation  is  expressly  mentioned  in  the  Consti* 
tution.  The  oljection  urged  from  the  Executives 
of  the  States  judging  of  vacancies,  he  conceived 
had  no  great  force,  for  Congress  would  finally 
judge  in  every  case  of  election.  It  is  uncertain 
how  the  practice  of  the  British  Parliament  ori- 
ginated. Blaek$tone  says  nothing  of  resignations. 
When  a  member  wants  to  resign  in  that  Legisla- 
ture, he  gets  appointed  to  some  fictitious  office 
which  disqualifies  him  from  sitting  in  the  House. 
He  thought  it  best  to  establish  some  precedent, 
rather  than  oblige  members  who  may  wish  to  re- 
sign to  have  recourse  to  some  familiar  method,  br 
accepting  of  some  appointment  in  the  State  which 
is  incompatible  with  a  seat 

Mr.  Mdrbat  said  he  was  in  fiavor  of  accepting 
the  report,  both  on  account  of  propriety  and  con« 
veniency.  Vacancies  may  happen  fi^m  various 
causes — by  resignation,  by  death,  or  by  expulsion — 
the  Executive  of  the  State  is  the  proper  judge  in 
the  first  case.  He  stated  certain  differences  be- 
tween a  resignation  after  a  person  has  taken  his 
seat,  and  a  resignation  before  that  event  In  the 
former  case,  Congress  will  of  course  give  notice  to 
the  Executive  of  the  State;  in  the  Utter,  tiie 
Ehrecutive  alone  can  take  cognisance  of  the  resig- 
nation. He  stated  the  extreme  inconveniency 
which  would  result  from  the  ideas  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  as  it  would  respect  the  State 
of  Geofgia.    He  then  stated  several  particnUn  to 
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The  newspapers  (he  observed)  have  teemed  on 
this  occasion,  with  testimonies  and  affidavits,  pro- 
cured daring  several  months  past;  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  had  been  obtained,  that,  he  said, 
was  a  subject  of  investigation  for  a  future  day. 
Some  of  them  were  under  the  signatures  of  persons 
who  had  never  read,  npr  were  capable  of  reading 
them.  He  felt  for  the  situation  of  some  of  those 
individuals,  as  they  were  already  presented  for  per- 
junr  on  that  occasion. 

He  declared  that  he  entertained  not  the  most 
distant  desire  to  procrastinate  an  inquiry  into  the 
merits  of  the  election ;  but  he  must  oblserve  that, 
it  could  not  but  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman  on 
the  floor,  that  no  other  country  in  the  world  would 
countenance  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Jackson  had 
proceeded,  by  the  publication  of  ex  parte  evidence 
on  a  subject  that  was  to  come  under  the  investiga- 
tion of  tlie  douse. 

He  concluded  by  declaring  his  unwillinffness  to 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  committee,  m  would 
therefore  only  beg  leave  to  recapitulate,  that  ele^ 
ven  months  were  elapsed  since  the  election  took 
place ;  and  that  the  petitioner  had,  ever  since,  been 
industriously  employed  in  procuring  evidence:  if 
the  committee  should  be  disposed  to  indulge  the 
gentleman  with  further  time  for  that  purpose,  he 
would  not,  for  his  part,  make  tiie  smallest  objec- 
tion to  granting  him  that  indulgence :  should  they 
think  proper  to  adopt  the  report  now  under  con- 
sideration, which  seemed  to  contemplate  and  even 
to  invite  the  advances  of  that  gentleman,  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  meet  him  upon  that  ground, 
or  upon  any  other,  provided  it  were  honorable 
ground. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
resolutions  limiting  a  time  for  the  trial,  and  regu- 
lating the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  condnoted; 
and  after  having  made  sundry  amendments  there- 
to, rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Frddat,  November  25. 

Philip  Key,  from  Maryland,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  and  took  ms  seat  m  the  House. 

Mr.  Wadswobth,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  making 
compensation  to  widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in 
certain  cases;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  making 
compensation  to  widows,  orjphans,  and  invalids,  in 
certain  cases,  presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  David  Cook ;  which  was  received, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  Ahthokt  Wayke,  one  of  the  members 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  State  of 
Georgia;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 


Chairman  reported  that  the  committee  had  made 
several  amendments  thereto;  which  being  read, 
some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

The  said  report  was  then  further  amended,  aod, 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

**JUeol9ed,  That  the  first  Mooday  of  Febraanr  next, 
be  assigned  for  the  trial  of  the  artides  allegea  in  the 
said  petition,  against  the  said  return. 

**Muolvedt  Ttmi  the  cTidence  which  may  be  offered, 
on  the  port  of  the  petitioner,  shall  be  eonfioed  to  thi 
|>roof  of  the  articles  of  charge  exhibited  in  the  said  peti- 
tion ogainet  the  validity  of  the  return  of  the  said  electioa 

**Mnolvedt  That,  on  the  trial,  the  deposition  of  avit- 
ness  shall  be  received,  which  shall  have  been  taken  men 
than  twenty-five  days  prior  to  the  day  assigned  for  tlie 
trial,  before  any  justice  or  jo^^  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States^  or  before  any  chancellor,  justice,  or  judge, 
of  a  supreme  or  superior  court,  mayor  or  chief  magi- 
strate of  a  city,  or  judge  of  a  county  court,  or  court  of 
common  pleas  of  any  of  the  United  States,  not  being  of 
counsel  or  attorney  to  either  the  said  Anthony  Wsvne, 
or  the  petitioner :  ProMidid^  That  a  notification  Iroo 
the  magistrate,  before  whom  the  deposition  is  to  be  taken, 
to  the  adverse  party,  to  be  present  at  the  taking  the 
same,  and  to  put  interrpgatories,  if  he  think  fit,  ahall 
have  been  first  made  out  and  served  on  the  adverse  part  j, 
or  his  attorney  espedallv  authorized  for  the  pQrpow,ai 
either  may  be  nearest,  if  either  is  within  one  huodred 
miles  of  the  place  of  such  caption,  allowing  time  for  tbeir 
attendance,  after  notified,  not  less  than  at  the  rate  of  cm 
day,  Sundays  exclusive,  for  every  twenty  miles  traveL 
And  every  person  deposing  shall  be  carefully  extmioed 
and  cautioned,  and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  testify  the  vhole 
truth,  and  iliall  subscribe  the  testiroaoy  by  him  or  ber 
given,  after  the  same  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  which 
shall  be  done  only  by  the  magistrate  taking  the  depos- 
tion,  or  by  the  deponent  in  iiu  presence.  And  the  <i^ 
positions  so  taken,  together  with  a  certificate  of  tba 
notice,  if  any,  given  to  the  adverse  party,  or  his  attonej, 
shall  be  sealed  up  by  the  said  magistrate,  amd  directed 
to  the  Speaker :  Provided,  nevertMlesM,  That  no  exparu 
deposition  shall  be  used  on  the  trial  of  said  petiUoo, 
which  shall  have  been  taken  at  any  time  before  Uie 
twenty-sixth  day  of  December  next :  Providf^  dtt, 
That  evidence  taken  in  any  other  manner  than  is  bererg- 
before  directed,  and  not  objected  to  by  the  Dortiea.  maj, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  House,  he  produced  oo  the 
trial" 


MoNBAT,  November  38. 
BELIEF  OF  WIDOWS,  ORPHANS,  Ao, 

The  "  Bill  for  making  compensation  to  widows, 
orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certain  cases,^  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  MvHuaraiu 
in  the  chair. 

The  committee  proceeded  through  the  major 
part  of  the  first  section,  and  agreed  to  the  elaosea 
granting  sums  equivalent  to  seven  Te»T6  half  per, 
to  the  orphan  children  of  Captain  It.  Lewis,  the 
widow  of  Colonel  W.  Douglass,  and  the  oiphaa 
children  of  Major  A.  Leitch.  The  same  proviiiioB 
was  also  agreed  to  in  favor  of  the  widow  of  Colo- 
nel O.  Roberts,  with  a  proviso,  that,  if  any  part  of 
the  said  annuity  has  been  already  paid  to  her  b; 
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tbe  State  of  South  Cardiius  she  shall  only  receiye 
the  Ulancep 

6j  the  next  daase,  a  Bimilar  provision  was  in- 
tended for  the  children  of  Captain  W.  White, 
vhose  widow  had  intennarried,  but  not  till  after 
the  expiration  of  seven  years  from  his  death.  Oa 
this, 

Mr.  W.  Slant  sugg^ited  the  propriety  of  con- 
ndering  whether  the  widow  of  a  deceased  officer, 
even  in  case  of  intermarrying,  was  not  still  enti- 
tled to  that  part  of  the  half-pay  annuity  which 
bad  accrued  previous  to  the  marriage ;  more  espe- 
^Iljr  as  it  was  presumable  that  she  had  in  the 
iofterim  incurred  some  expense  for  the  mainte* 
oance  of  the  orphan  children. 

Mr.  SiDowicK  observed,  that  the  claim  to  the 
umuitj  accrued  to  the  widow  immediately  on 
;he  death  of  the  officer ;  that  she  had  a  right,  from 
lay  to  day;  that  if  the  contract  of  Government 
ttd  been  p^rfonned,  she  would  have  received  the 
f  hole  previous  to  her  marriage.  He  would  there- 
ore  moTo  to  strike  out  '*  the  orphan  children,'*  for 
heparpose  of  inserting  the  name  of  their  mother. 

w.  Ames  was  of  opinion,  that  the  only  right 
koqaired  by  the  widpw,  on  the  death  of  her  bus* 
And,  was  the  right  of  applying  for  the  provision: 
Qstead  of  making  the  application,  she  had  inter- 
oarried;  and  that  intermarriage  operating  as  a 
enunciation  of  the  provision,  it  must,  in  his  opin- 
on,  revert  to  the  children.  As  to  any  expense 
7  her  incurred  for  the  maintenance  of  the  chil- 
ffen ;  if  the  children  receive  an  estate  from  the 
toblic,  that  estate  becomes  chargeable  with  their 
Daintenance;  and  the  widow  will  come  in  like 
(Tery  other  creditor. 

Hr.  LiyaaMORc  observed,  that,  as  the  widow 
Ad  not  intermarried  during  the  seven  years  for 
rhich  she  was  entitled  to  the  half-pay,  her  daim 
Dust  still  hold  good :  it  was  a  right  given  to  her 
or  her  own  use — not  to  pay  her  husband's  debts. 
ler  pon-application  for  il  could  not,  upon  any 
principle,  be  construed  into  a  transfer  of  the  right 
rom  her  to  her  children,  who  had  no  pretensions 
tall  to  it  during  the  seven  years  that  she  remain- 
d single:  and  if  by  not  applying  for  the  provision 
he  forfeited  her  elaim  to  it,  the  children  were 
zcluded  as  well  as  she. 

^Ir.  Wiij.iAMsoir  remarked,  that  in  some  of  the 
•tates,  where  laws  were  passed  on  similar  subjects, 
0  respect  was  had  for  the  time  past ;  the  annui- 
ies  commencing  only  from  the  time  of  the  pass- 
^  the  law.  Further,  he  observed,  that,  if  the 
^w  had  received  the  money  from  day  to  day, 
i>e  children  would  have  partaken  of  the  benefit ; 
rhereas  if  it  bo  now  given  to  her  new  husband, 
bey  will  be  excluded  from  all  participation  in  it 

^r.  LAORAiica  reminded  the  committee,  there 
lu  no  act  of  Congress  limiting  c^ms  of  this 
ature;  and  he  hoped  that  no  such  law  would 
ow  be  made.  If  the  widow's  present  husband 
(  entitled  to  the  compensation,  it  must  be  given  to 
im,  although  he  may  not  make  the  prefer  use  of  it 
Ike  iDtermarriage  of  an  offlcer*s  widow  invdved 
K  forfeiture,  not  of  what  had  already  accrued 
0  her,  but  of  what  was  thereafter  to  accrue.  She 
id  continued  a  widow  lor  seven  years;  and  the 


deUy  of  payment  during  that  time,  was  no  resson 
why  she  should  lose  her  right 

The  question,  on  the  motion  for  strikmg  out 
"the  orphan  children,*'  being. taken  and  carried, 
the  mother's  name  was  inserted :  after  which,  the 
committee  rose,  r^orted  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again. 

TrosoAT,  November  29. 

Mr.  LrvBBMOBB,  finom  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  within  the  United  States ;  which  was 
received,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

RELIEF  OF  WIDOWS,  ORPHANS.  Ac. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments,  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  "  Bill  for  making  compensation  to 
widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certain  cases." 

On  thct  first  amendment,  for  striking  out  the 
orphan  children  of  Captain  White,  and  inserting 
their  mother's  name, 

Mr.  WiLUAMsoN  said,  that  on  the  marriage  of 
the  widow  she  had  forfeited  her  claim,  which  then 
devolved  to  her  children;  he  wished,  therefore, 
the  half-pay  should  go  to  them.  To  avoid,  how- 
ever, a  judicial  decision  in  the  House,  he  would  be 
content  with  saying,  "the  legal  representatives" 
of  CapUin  White. 

Mr.  SanowicK  objected  to  the  expression,  as  in* 
cl>iding  both  widow  and  children,  and  involving  a 
division  of  the  object  in  contest 

Mr.  S.  BouRNB  was  of  opinion,  that,  by  the  in* 
termarriage  (though  after  the  expiration  of  seven 
years)  the  widow  had  relinauished  her  claim  ta 
the  pension:  the  right  she  had  acquired  by  the 
death  of  her  husband,  was  only  what  the  law  calls 
^^ehote  in  action;^  it  had  only  accrued  to  her  con- 
ditionally ;  and  as  she  had  not  reduced  it  into 
Cession  previous  to  her  marriage,  she  could 
\  no  pretensions  to  it  afler,  as  the  resolution  of 
Congress  expressly  says,  that  if  the  widow  mar^ 
ries,  the  pension  shall  go  to  the  children.  He 
added  several  arguments,  drawn  from  the  practice 
of  the  courts,  to  show  the  invalidity  of  any  claim 
on  her  part  or  that  of  her  present  husband ;  and 
concluded,  by  declaring  his  opinion,  that  the  pen- 
sion ought  to  be  paid  to  the  children. 

Mr.  LivBRMORi  objected  to  the  words  "legal 
representatives,"  as  contrary  to  the  intention  of 
Congress,  when  they  originally  made  the  grant, 
which  was  never  intended  as  assets*  or  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  heirs  at  law.  If  those  words 
were  admitted,  they  would  turn  the  pension  into 
a  channel  that  was  never  contemplated.  To  Mr. 
Boubhb's  arguments,  drawn  from  the  practice  of 
the  law,  he  opposed  others  derived  from  the  same 
source;  and  nuuntained,  that  as  the  mother  had 
continued  seven  years  a  widow,  she  still  retains 
her  right ;  and  that,  even  if  she  had  forfeited  it^ 
neither  the  children  nor  any  one  else  could  claim 
it  now,  as  they  had  no  title  during  the  seven  years 
for  which  the  pension  was  granteo. 

The  reason  why  this  petition  came  before  Con- 
gress was,  that  Ccmffress  had  made  no  other  pro- 
vision in  cases  of  Uiis  kind,  than  to  recommend 
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to  the  different  States  to  grant  such  pensions,  and 
to  charge  them  to  the  United  States ;  and  no  pro- 
Tisions  were  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
except  in  consequence  of  a  special  order.  In  the 
cases  of  some  General  officers,  who  were  consid- 
ered not  as  belonging  to  the  State,  but  as  officers 
of  Congress,  their  widows  and  children  were 
obh'ged  to  petition  Congress,  as  the  State  refused 
to  make  any  provisicm  for  them,  though  living  in 
it  In  the  present  case,  perhaps  the  widow  did 
not  know  she  had  such  a  right,  and  therefore  did 
not  make  application ;  but  this  delay  cannot  ope* 
rate  an  extinguishment  of  her  right,  which  is  not 
lost,  but  must  belong  to  the  same  person  to  whom 
it  originally  belonged. 

Mr.  W.  SxiTH  was  of  opinion,  that  a  deceased 
officer's  widow  had  an  indisputable  title  to  what- 
ever part  of  the  pension  mignt  have  accrued  pre- 
vious to  her  intermarriage :  but  if,  after  such  in- 
termarriage, she  received  any  portion  of  it,  the 
orphan's  guardian  would  have  a  right  to  claim  all 
that  had  been  paid  to  her  beyond  that  period.  He 
doubted,  however,  whether  Congress  ought  to 
make  such  a  determination ;  as  he  thought  they 
have  no  right  to  pass  declaratory  laws  affecting 
the  rights  of  individuals.  The  question  before  the 
house  was  a  question  of  property  between  the 
widow  and  the  orphans;  their  right  depends  upon 
an  act  of  the  former  Congress,  and  must  be  deter- 
mined before  a  Court  of  Justice,  not  by  the  Legis- 
lative body,  who,  in  making  a  decision,  would  out- 
step the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  He 
therefore  wished  the  matter  might  be  left  open  for 
a  judicial  determination,  and  that  the  House  would 
be  content  with  saying  "  the  widow  or  orphan  of 
the  late  Captain  White,  as  either  may  appear  en- 
titled thereto  by  the  act,'*  Aa 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Kittbra 
and  Mr.  Williamson,  the  objection  stated  by  Mr. 
Smith  was  removed,  by  incorporating  the  sub* 
stance  of  the  first  and  seventh  sections  into  one, 
by  which  it  is  enacted, 

*;That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasar^  a^jiut  the 
claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans,  respectively,  as  the 
case  may  be,  of  the  late  Captain  R.  Lewis,  Colonel  W. 
Douglass,  Colonel  O.  Roberts,  Major  A.  Leitch,  Cap- 
tain W.  White,  Lieutenant  J.  Hams,  Colonel  W.  Bond, 
lieutenant  W.  Noyes,  Lieutenant  Colonel  E  Elliott, 
Major  S.  Wise,  Major  E  Huger,  Lieutenant  J.  Bush, 
Major  C.  Motte,  and  Captain  R.  Shubrick,  deceased, 
all  of  whom  were  ktUeoj  or  died  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  seven  years  half-pay  stipulated 
by  the  resoWe  of  Confess  of  the  24th  of  August, 
.17  €K) ;  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  do  issue 
his  certificates  accordingly." 

On  proceeding  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
oommittee,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  allow  to 
Timothy  Mix  five  dollars  per  month,  Mr.  Gilks 
moved  to  strike  out  "jfotf,"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting ^  eixteen  and  two-thirde^^  being  the  half- 
pay  of  a  Lieutenant 

Hereupon  a  debate  took  place,  in  which  various 
reasons  were  alleged  why  Mr.  Mix,  though  wound- 
ed in  the  grade  of  a  Sergeant,  should  be  remune- 
rated as  a  Lieutenant,  since  by  his  valor  and  good 
conduct  he  had  risen  to  that  rank,  and  still  bravely 


fought  his  country's  battles,  notwithstanding  the 
state  of  mutilation  under  which  he  labored.  Hie 
difference  of  the  sum  could  be  of  Httie  consequence 
to  the  United  States,  though  of  the  greatest  cod- 
sequence  to  him,  who  was  now  reduced  to  the 
patnftil  necessity  of  publicly  begging  his  bread: 
to  grant  him  only  a  Sergeant's  pension,  would  be 
degrading  him  from  that  rank  to  which  his  merit 
had  exalted  him.  No  apprehension  could  be  en- 
tertained that  the  grant  of  an  officer's  half-paj 
would  open  a  wide  door  for  similar  applications: 
perhaps  the  whole  of  the  United  States  would  not 
furnish  another  case  of  the  like  nature,  Ac 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged  that  even  with 
tbe  allowance  of  five  dollars  per  month,  he  would 
fkre  better  than  if  he  had  been  an  officer  from  the 
beginning;  since  he  had  already  received  the  com- 
mutation for  lieutenant's  half-pay,  and  had  no  far- 
ther claim  to  any  compensation  whatever.  No 
degradation  was  meant,  nor  could  this  grant  be 
construed  into  one :  it  was  a  gratuity,  not  a  debt 
If  every  man  who  had  suffered  in  the  cause  of 
America  was  to  be  relieved  in  proportion  to  his 
losses  and  distresses,  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United  States  would  be  drained  before  one  half  the 
claimants  could  taste  the  bounty  of  Congress,  kc 

The  question  being  severally  taken  on  Mr. 
Giles's  amendment,  and  on  the  amendment  of 
the  committee,  the  allowance  was  settied  at  fire 
dollars  per  month. 

The  House  having  proceeded  through  the  bill 
and  the  amendments,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  engrossment  for  a  third  reading,  and  carried 


Wkdnbsdat,  November  80. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,**  was  tirice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Attorney  General,  respecting  his  report  oo  the 
Judicial  System  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  of  the  ninth 
instant,  as  directs  the  Attorney  General  to  report; 
to  this  House  such  farther  information  as  he  msT 
be  in  possession  o(  relative  to  the  operation  of  the 
Jndiciial  System,  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  WboN 
House  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  At- 
torney General  on  the  Judiciary  System  of  th^ 
United  States  be  discharged  therefit>m ;  and  tha^ 
the  said  report  be  referred  to  Mr.  Skdowick,  Mr. 
Hillhousc,  Mr.  Laurancb,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Krr 
TiRA,  Mr.  McRRAT,  and  1^.  Madisok. 

Mr.  GooDHUB,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  registering  or  re^ 
cording  of  ships  or  vessels ;  which  was  receifvij 
and  read  twice  and  committed. 

RELIEF  OF  WIDOWS,  ORPHANS^  Ac. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amende 
ments  reported  yesterday,  flpom  the  Committee  d 
the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  for  making  comp^ 
sation  to  widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certaii 
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etses;  and,  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed 
to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

And  then  the  said  bill,  being  farther  amended, 
was,  together  with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be 
engros^d,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
ict  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring 
the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of 
TaeuDcies  in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice 
President  f  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  Honse. 


Tbursdat,  December  1. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  making  compensation  to 
widows,  orphans,  and  invalids,  in  certain  cases,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "'  An  aot 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of^vacan-^ 
eies  in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent," was  read  the  first  time. 

RELIEF  OF  DAVID  COOK. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
MuHLEKBEBG  in  the  chair,)  proceeded  to  the  con- 
udenition  of  **A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cook." 

The  purport  of  the  bill  was,  to  allow  to  David 
Cook,  who  was  shot  through  the  body  at  the 
btule  of  Monroonth,  one-third  of  the  monthly  pay 
of  s  mptatn  of  artillery,  provided  he  would  return 
two-thirds  of  his  commutation,  Mng  [as  expressed 
in  the  bill]  thepro^^tion  between  the  half-pay  and 
commutation. 

Mr.  VViLLiAiiaoN  objected  to  this,  as  expressing 
what  was  contrary  to  fact;  for,  as  the  commuta- 
tion was  given  for  half-pay,  his  refunding  two- 
thirds  of  the  commutation  could  only  entitle  him  to 
a  third  of  the  half,  but  not  of  the  whole  pay. 

Mr.  Ljvxkmorb  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  FiHpLET  wished  the  House  might,  in  the 
present  instance,  set  a  favorable  precedent.  He 
observed  that,  if  these  officers  who  had  receiv- 
ed wonnds  in  the  service  of  their  country  were 
treated  no  better  than  others  who  had  escaped  un- 
hurt, then  there  was  no  compensation  allowed  for 
taperior  hardship  and  suffenng.  The  man  who 
was  un wounded  could,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
commutation,  embark  in  some  business  that  would 
afford  him  a  maintenance.  The  case  was  differ- 
ent with  the  disabled  officer,  who  was  of  course 
obliged  to  sell.  In  such  circumstances  as  the  lat- 
ter, he  would  wish  to  see  the  officers  permitted  to 
retain  the  commutation,  and  allowea,  moreover, 
such  part  of  the  annual  pension  as  might  be  ne- 
cessary for  their  subsistence.  He  thought  it  a  dis- 
grace to  the  country  to  see  their  veteran  officers 
and  soldiers  pining  in  want  and  wretchedness. 
This,  however,  is  the  case,  and  is  but  the  natural 
consequence  of  their  disability  which  incapacitat- 
ed them  from  duly  economizing  their  commuta- 
tion.   In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  object 


was  to  place  the  officer  in  a  more  eligible  situa- 
tion; but  if,  after  having  been  obliged  to  refund, 
he  should  die  in  the  course  of  a  year,  the  commu- 
tation would  then  be  lost  to  him  and  his  family; 
andt  as  to  any  apprehenaions  that  might  be  enter* 
tained  of  throwing  open  a  door  for  the  admission 
of  other  claims,  by  showing  an  indulgence  in  the 
present  case,  he  was  so  far  from  being  swayed  by 
such  a  consideration  that  he  even  wished  to  see 
numbers  of  deserving  veterans  come  forward  to 
receive  those  rewards  to  which  their  services  en- 
titled them. 

Mr.  Ba&hwell  observed,  that,  to  purchase  the 
half-pay  at  the  expense  of  refunding  the  commuta- 
tion, was  only  receiving  with  one  lund  and  paying 
away  with  the  other.  He  wished  that,  without  a 
repayment  of  the  eommutation,  the  Imlf-pay  should 
be  allowed  from  some  given  period. 

Mr.  BAI.DWIH  remarked,  that,  as  the  petitioner 
had  been  examined  by  persons  appointed  to  decide 
on  the  degree  of  his  disability,  if  the  House  set 
aside  their  decision  in  the  present  instance,  they 
should  do  the  same  in  every  other  case. 

Mr.  KiTTEBA  entered  into  sundry  calculations, 
tending  to  prove  that  the  grant  of  half-pay  would 
confer  no  real  benefit  on  an  officer,  if  clogged  with 
the  eondition  of  returning  the  commutation. 

Mr.  HiLLBOUSE  wished  the  committee  might 
rise,  and  the  matter  be  postponed  until  the  proper 
officer  should,  from  the  current  value  of  the  oublio 
securities,  ascertain  the  rate  at  which  the  United 
States  may  be  indemnified  for  the  commutation, 
that  the  repayment  may  only  be  made  in  propor- 
tion. 

Mr.  Habtlbt  observed,  that  the  Committee 
were  about  to  establish  a  principle  which  would 
affect  a  number  of  officers.  Pursuant  to  their  con- 
tract with  the  public,  they  were  entitled  to  half- 
pay  f^r  life ;  in  lieu  of  which,  they  thought  it  more 
to  their  advantase,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
to  accept  of  whole  pay  for  five  years.  Since  that 
period,  however,  many  of  them  have  been  so  af- 
fected by  their  wouncis  as  to  be  disabled  from  ob- 
taining a  livelihood.  Something  ought,  in  his 
opinion,  to  be  done  for  those  men,  whom  it  was 
cruel  to  see  travelling  about  in  distress,  after  they 
had  rendered  such  services  to  their  country.  He 
adverted  to  the  circumstance  of  the  amount  of  the 
half-pay  being  alone  sufficient  ^without  refunding) 
to  discbarge  the  commutation,  in  a  certain  number 
of  years ;  aften  which,  he  thought  it  but  justice 
that  those  unfortunate  men  should  receive  a  fur- 
ther compensation  for  their  services  and  suffisr* 
ings.  This  being,  however,  a  question  of  conside- 
rable moment,  he  wished  the  committee  might  rise, 
to  consider  again  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  opposed  the  rising  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  he  saw  no  advantage  in  postponing  the 
business.  The  public  officers  had,  for  several 
years,  pursued,  in  caaes  of  this  nature,  a  regular 
system,  in  which  he  thought  it  might  prove  dan- 
gerous to  innovate.  A  general  revision  of  the 
claims  of  the  officers  on  the  pension  list  would  be 
attended  with  much  difficulty.  Better  that  the 
House  should  determine  on  particular  cases.  The 
one  under  consideration  he  wished  to  see  taken  up 
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on  its  own  merito,  and  a  provision  made  suitable  to 
the  peculiarity  of  the  circanistanees. 

Mr.  Parkeb  disapproved  of  passings  laws  for 
particular  cases,  when  they  could  all  be  embraced 
oy  a  general  one.  If  the  committee  should  rise, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
their  opinion  in  favor  of  passing  a  bill  to  make  a 
general  provision  for  all  such  eases.  If  they  pro« 
eeeded  in  the  bill  under  consideration,  he  would 
wish  to  include  in  it  Captain  Campbell,  In  whose 
favor  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  had  Jast 
been  read. 

The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  being 
taken  and  lost, 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  observed,  that  unless  Captun 
Cook's  situation  (in  consequence  of  his  wound) 
be  now  worse  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  inspec- 
tion, the  House  ought  strictly  to  adhere  to  the 
{mneiple  laid  down  m  the  rule  heretofore  estab- 
ished.  He  thought  it  dangerous  to  change  that 
law  in  an  individual  case.  If  any  innovation  were 
to  take  place,  it  ought  equally  to  extend  to  all; 
otherwise,  petitiona  would  be  pouring  in  by  every 
man  on  the  pension  list,  suing  for  the  same  advan- 
tages that  had  been  granted  to  one.  If  Captain 
Cook's  situation  were  ^own  worse,  bis  particu- 
lar circumstances  might  require  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  House ;  otherwise,  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  weigh  the  consequences  of  deviating  from 
the  established  rule.  A  number  of  invalids  had, 
on  refunding  part  of  their  commutation,  been  ad- 
mitted on  the  pendon  list ;  and  if  the  House  did 
not  think  that  a  sufficient  compensation  for  wounds 
and  services,  the  same  additional  favor  that  was 
shown  to  any  one  ought  to  be  generally  extended 
to  everv  one.  This  he  thought  3ie  only  path  to  be 
pursued,  if  the  House  wished  to  avoid  the  imputa- 
tion of  injustice  to  many  worthy  men,  whose  names 
are  on  the  pension  list 

After  some  further  debate,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill,  without  amendment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker,  it  was  then  proposed 
to  amend  the  bill  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause  for 
the  admisMon  of  Captain  Campbell  (above  men- 
tioned) on  the  pension  Kst,  with  an  allowance  of  the 
half-pay  of  a  captain  of  infantry. 

Several  gentlemen  having  spoken  in  support  of 
the  amendment, 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  expressed  a  wish  to  see  a 
suitable  provbion  made  for  every  case  similar  to  the 
two  under  consideration,  but  thought  the  House 
were  pursuing  a  very  improper  mode  of  making 
such  provision.  Equal  justice  ought  to  be  done 
to  all.  This  was  not  the  case  in  the  present  in- 
stance, in  which  the  two  officers  were  put  on  an 
unequal  footing.  He  saw  no  reason  whv'one 
should  receive  more,  and  the  other  (merely  be- 
cause he  had  not  asked  more)  should  receive  less. 
When  officers  are  put  on  the  pension  list,  this 
ouffht  to  be  done  in  the  most  convenient  manner, 
and  some  general  law  must  be  made  for  Uie  pur- 
pose. Such  a  measure  would  obviate  the  incon- 
venience of  throwing  in  fractions  of  £20  to  one 
and  £50  to  another.  If  gentlemen  would  suffer 
the  bill  to  pass  as  reported  by  the  committee,  Cap- 
tain Campbell,  and  many  others  in  similar  cir- 


cumstances, might  be  provided  for  by  a  general 
law. 

Mr.  Wadswobth  observed,  that  man  j  sudi  pe- 
titioners had  waited  three  years  without  receiving 
any  relief.  Hie  admitted  that  the  resolutions  of 
the  old  Congress  excluded  the  petitioner  fro9  the 
pension  list,  unless  the  commutation  were  return- 
ed ;  but  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  consider 
themselves  as  bound  by  those  resolutions.  He 
could  not  consent  to  see  the  few  invalids  who  hare 
survived  their  hardships  and  distresses,  doomed  to 
starve  and  perish  for  want  T^e  whole  annual 
amount  of  the  invalid  pensions  is  only  $87,00(V^ 
a  sum  far  short  of  what  is,  in  many  countries  of 
Europe,  annually  spent  by  a  single  individual; 
and  even  this  is  every  day  diminishing.  As  to 
the  idea  of  a  ^  general  bill,"  he  had  often  heard 
general  bills  talked  of,  when  there  was  a  question 
of  postnoning  the  consideration  of  partieular  casei, 
but  he  had  ever  observed  them  to  end  in  nothing. 
He  was  pleased,  however,  to  see  in  the  House  an 
increasing  disposition  to  do  justice.  He  hoped 
fhe  same  spirit  had  extended  its  influenoo  to  the 
Senate,  ana  that  they  would  be  dispoaed  to  do  jos- 
tioe  also. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  earned,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BouDlKOT  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  statement  of  the  claims  of  all  such  inva- 
lids, widows,  and  orphans,  as  are,  in  his  opinion, 
justly  entitled  to  the  provisions  made  by  the  for- 
mer Congress,  but  have  been  jprerented  from  re- 
oeiving  Uie  same;  together  with  the  particalar 
circumstances  attending  such  claims  j  and  alao  a 
similar  statement  of  the  claims  of  all  other  persons 
belonging  to  his  Department  who  have  been  pre- 
vented firom  exhibiting  the  same  in  due  time. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  |we- 
pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  explain  and 
amend  the  acts  which  relate  to  the  seven  yeaxtf 
half-pay  promised  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  persons  who  are,  or  have  been,  en- 
titled to  pensions  as  invalids ;  and  that  Mr.  LaO- 

RANCE,  Mr.  FIT28I1ION6,  and  Mr.  ^fiARMWELL,  be 

the  said  committee. 


Friday,  December  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook, 
and  Thomas  Campbell,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  sent  fi-om  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice 
President,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.    Committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Lucas, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  Secretarr 
of  War. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Society  of  Uni- 
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tod  Brethreo  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among 
the  Heathen,  waa  preaented  to  the  House  and 
md,  prajing  that  the  reaoWe  of  Congress  of  the 
third  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
ind  dghtj-ei^t,  making  a  grant  of  certain  huids 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Society,  may  be  oon- 
flrmM,  and  warrants  issued  to  survey  the  same. 
Referred. 

APPROPRIATION  BILU 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Qovemment,  for  the 
jetr  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Mr.  Pabkbr  observed,  that  the  sum  ccmtem- 
pltted  to  be  granted  by  the  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee was  nearly  double  the  amount  of  that 
gnnted  for  a  former  year.  He  conceived  it  was 
the  doty  of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill 
to  hare  examined  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
former  tppropriations,  and  called  on  them  for  inform 
mition  on  this  head. 

Mr.  LivaARcc  said,  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of 
the  committee  to  collect  the  information  called 
ior.  Public  ofBcers  had  their  accounts  settled  ac- 
cording to  kw,  and  those  settlements  were,  open 
to  the  inspection  of  the  members.  It  was  only 
the  doty  of  the  committee  to  examine  the  esti- 
mates contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  report  a  bill,  providing  for 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  the  discharge  of 
claims  due  in  1792.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
woald  also  examine  those  estimates.  The  amount 
of  salaries  depended  upon  the  positive  laws  of  the 
lepslature,  and  the  estimates  from  the  different 
offices  stated  to  what  purpose  the  money  called 
for  by  each  was  intended  to  be  applied  If  ttom 
the  documenta  in  the  possession  of  the  committee, 
it  was  found  that  money  was  wanted,  money 
voold  be  granted  he  supposed ;  if  money  was  not 
found  wanting,  grants  would  not  be  made.  When 
the  former  (>>ngres8  made  grants  of  money  for 
ptrticokr  purposes,  they  necessarilv  relied  on  the 
honor  of  their  oiBcers  that  it  would  be  expended 
tgneably  to  appropriation. 

Mr.  Pabxsr  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  com- 
mittee had  done  what  they  thought  their  duty, 
but  his  wish  in  rising  was  to  provoke  an  inquiry 
into  the  expenditure  of  money  heretofore  appro- 
priated. He  had  no  doubt  of  the  integrity  of  the 
officers  into  whose  hands  the  money  was  intrusted, 
yet  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  to  inquire  in  what  manner  the  money 
of  their  constituents  was  expended.  The  sums 
intended  for  the  War  Department  he  considered 
u  rery  considerable,  and  for  the  Treasury  De- 
partment sums  were  called  for  to  pay  a  number  of 
clerks,  who  perhaps  were  not  all  employed.  He 
concluded  by  declaring  that  he  could  not  vote  in 
&vor  of  the  bOl  until  he  had  obtained  the  informa- 
tion he  called  for. 

Mr.  FiTiatMoNs  remarked,  that  the  allowance 
tf  the  different  clerks  of  the  Treasury  would  not 
be  paid,  if  it  was  not  shown  to  the  proper  officer 
that  they  had  been  employed,  and  had  done  their 
duty. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  the  committee,  of  which  he 


was  a  member,  had  not  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditure  of  former  appropriated  money, 
but  to  bring  in  a  bill  agreeably  to  the  report';  yet, 
as  an  individual  member,  he  had  called  at  the 
Register's  office,  and  had  been  induced  to  look 
over  the  accounts.  In  that  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  three  thousand  dollars  had  been  appro- 
priated last  year  for  contingent  expenses.  He  did 
not  see  that  that  sum  had  fallen  short,  though  that 
officer  now  called  for  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  a^  an  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of 
1798.  The  reason  for  granting  this  increased 
sum,  was  stated  that  some  articles  had  risen  in 
price. 

Mr.  Datton  observed,  that  the  objections  which 
Mr.  Pabxxr  made  to  the  bill  were  indefinite.  He 
wished  he  would  point  out  those  parts  on  which 
his  dislike  to  it  was  grounded.  They  appeared  to 
amount  to  this,  that  he  would  not  vote  for  an  ap- 
propriation bilL 

Mr.  Smith  (N.  H.)  said  the  bill  was  inUnded 
to  make  provision  for  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  he  could  see  no  necessary  connexion 
between  the  object  of  it  and  an  examination  into 
the  expenditure  of  money  already  appropriated. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  suspending  his  determina- 
tion on  this  till  he  had  received  satisfiictory  in- 
formation on  the  other  head;  for  if  the  officers 
were  not  able  to  account  for  one  farthing  of  the 
money  appropriated,  yet  it  would  bo  necessary  to 
provide  for  future  expenses.  He  agreed  that  the 
informatkm  called  for  was  necessair,  but  con- 
tended it  need  not  interfere  with  the  business  now 
before  the  committee,  or  interrupt  its  progress. 

Mr.  Clabk  thought  the  inquiry  not  only  neces- 
sary, but  well-timed.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  money  appropriated  had  been  expended ;  but 
he  wished  to  know  whether  it  had  been  pro- 
perly expended.  It  was  necessary  to  know  now 
it  was  expended,  before  any  more  was  appropri- 
ated. This  information  should  form  the  ground  of 
foture  appropriations. 

Mr.  Parker  declared  he  had  no  intention  of 
unnecessarily  impeding  the  progress  of  the  bill 
before  the  committee;  but  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  hurrying  the  business — to  give  two  or  three 
days  for  inquiries  would  be  no  injuir  to  it  He 
did  not  know  that  any  money  had  been  applied 
by  any  of  the  officers  of  Qovemment  improperly, 
but  he  conceived  it  his  duty  to  inquire.  As  soon 
as  the  inquiry  was  made,  and  the  information  he 
called  for  obtained,  he  was  ready  to  grant  every 
requisite  supply;  because  he  was  confident  that 
these  inquiries,  once  made,  would  never  be  ne- 
glected, and  a  habit  would  follow  to  look  into  the 
expenditure  of  all  public  appropriations.  He  again 
adverted  to  the  great  increase  of  expense,  by  com- 
paring the  appropriation  of  the  second  session  of 
Congress  and  the  one  proposed  by  the  bill  before 
the  committee.  The  first  was  about  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  this  upwards  of  a  million. 
Perhaps  there  was  a  necessity  for  this  increase, 
and  all  money  heretofore  granted  had  been  pro- 
perty expended,  but  this  he  wished  might  be  made 
to  appear. 

Mr.  Laurancr  wished  every  part  of  the  bill 
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thoroughly  examined,  and  every  member  satisfied 
that  the  sums  called  for  were  necessary  before 
they  were  appropriated.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  who  first  objected  to  the  bill,  only  took 
a  comparative  view  of  the  sum  total  of  former 
appropriations  and  of  that  contemplated  by  the 
bill.  He  wished  the  gentleman  would  turn  to  the 
particulars,  and  view  the  variety  and  nature  of  the 
callfi  on  the  T'reasury  for  1702.  He  noticed  the 
mention  that  had  been  made  of  the  increased  sums 
called  for,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate,  and  said  that,  if  the  whole  of  this  was  not 
expended,  the  remainder  would  lay  in  the  Trea- 
sury, and  such  parts  as  were  expended  must  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  proper  officer  to  the  proper 
office  where  it  was  open  to  inspection. 

Mr.  Smith  (S.  C.)  wished  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  to  satisfy  his  doubts  respecting  the 
expenditure  of  former  appropriations,  would  take 
the  trouble  of  examining  the  accounts  of  the  Trea- 
surer, which  had  already  been  lying  on  the  table 
for  three  weeks.  He  mentioned  some  of  the  ob- 
jects that  occurred  at  the  present  session,  and 
which  called  for  an  increase  of  the  sum  to  be  ap- 
propriated. Among  these  he  enumerated  the  in- 
crease of  our  army  in  consequence  of  the  attacks 
on  our  fix>ntier8,  the  expense  incurred  in  taking 
the  census,  the  additional  claims  on  Government, 
and  the  expense  of  the  Government  of  the  South- 
western Territory.  He  wished  the  gentleman  to 
state  the  particular  parts  of  the  bill  he  objected  to. 
If  he  did  this,  the  attention  of  the  committee 
would  be  turned  to  one  point,  and  progress  might 
be  made  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Stbklb  thought  the  objections  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Pabkbr)  proper; 
and  fully  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  checking  the 
progress  of  the  bill  until  the  information  called  for 
by  that  gentleman  could  be  obtained.  The  inten- 
tion, he  conceived,  in  appointing  a  select  com- 
mittee was,  that  they  should  examine  the  esti- 
mates on  which  the  appropriation  bill  was  to  be 
founded.  He  wished  to  know  how  it  happened 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  for  contingent 
expenses  of  that  body,  should  call  for  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  when  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  only  called  for  five 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  though  the  last 
mentioned  body  is  so  much  more  numerous  than 
the  first  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  annual  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Auditor*s  and  Comptrol- 
ler's offices  must  now  be  well  known  from  expe- 
rience, and  that  tuppoaition  was  no  longer  proper 
in  estimating  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropri- 
ated for  those  objects.  He  conceived  that  the  last 
year*s  expenses  being  inquired  into,  would  give 
the  sum  necessary  for  the  next.  He  wished  to 
depend  on  the  select  committee  for  every  informa- 
tion of  this  kind ;  and,  if  they  were  not  able  to  give 
it,  he  conceived  they  had  not  done  their  duty. 

Mr.  Laurancb  supposed  it  was  the  duty  of 
members  to  inform  themselves  on  every  subject 
that  came  before  the  House.  In  this  instance, 
want  of  time  could  not  be  pleaded  in  excuse  for  a 
neglect  of  this  duty.  The  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury  had  early  in  the  session  been 


handed  in,  was  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
and  a  oopy  put  into  the  hands  of  each  member,  so 
that  they  had  a  full  opportunity  of  examining  it 
The  bill  now  before  the  committee  had  been  re> 
ported  two  weeks  since ;  so  that,  fi^m  the  time  U 
the  bill's  being  reported,  the  bosiness  had  not  beea 
precipitated.  Gentlemen  knew  the  subject'  wai 
before  them,  and  if  they  had  examined  into  it, 
their  minds  would  be  made  up,  because  there  were 
materials  on  which  their  opinions  could  be  formed. 
Relative  to  the  two  particulars  adverted  to,  firet 
the  increased  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  he  observed,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
any  member  of  the  committee  positively  to  de- 
clare that  the  additional  sum  of  one  thousand  fire 
hundred  dollars  to  the  former  allowance  was  too 
much.  With  respect  to  the  estimate  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  House,  it  was  particular,  it  was  easily  ex- 
amined, and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
competent  to  •determine  whether  any  items  of  it 
appeared  unreasonable.  The  contingencies  in  the 
War  Department,  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  &c, 
if  thev  were  higher  than  heretofore,  it  should  be 
considered  that  rents  are  raised,  and  wood  higher, 
and  an  allowance  should  therefore  be  made.  He 
was  sorry  to  hear  it  said  that  the  committee  bad 
not  done  their  duty.  The  information  called  for, 
he  repeated,  was  on  the  table.  It  was  impossible 
for  the  committee  to  say  the  exact  quantitjr  o( 
wood,  paper,  Soc^  necessary  for  the  Hottse8~-«om^ 
thing  must  be  left  to  the  honor  and  integritv  of 
the  persons  intrusted  with  making  the  purchise 
of  these  articles. 

Mr.  Gxaav  said,  that  the  committee  were  di- 
rected to  report  a  bill  pursuant  to  the  estimite 
made,  and  their  duty  had  no  rehition  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  last  year's  expenditure.  Yet  be 
conceived  it  the  duty  of  the  House  to  make  some 
such  inquiry,  and  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
rise  to  give  time  to  collect  this  information,  lie 
wished  the  House  would  make  it  a  rule  that  eveiy 
Executive  should,  at  each  session,  lay  before  the 
House  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  all  the 
money  passing  through  their  hands.  The  people 
depended  on  their  Representatives  for  a  scrutinj 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  He 
wished,  at  present,  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  t6  examine  into  the  expenditure  of  all 
former  appropriations,  and  that  a  rule  should  be 
established  to  apply  for  the  future,  and  procure 
regular  accounts  iVom  every  branch  of  the  £x^ 
cutive  Department  The  effect  of  this,  in  the 
end,  would  be  to  increase  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  those  officers,  by  bringing  the  rectitude 
of  their  official  conduct  to  flill  evidence,  and 
would  be  the  best  guard  against  the  embezzlement 
of  public  money,  should  we  be  less  fortunate  in 
future  in  the  choice  of  Executive  officers.  If  some 
such  plan  as  this  was  not  adopted,  the  Represent- 
atives would  have  no  more  idea  of  the  money  ex- 
pended than  the  people  themselves,  and  the  people 
no  more  than  if  their  officers  were  in  the  moon. 
He  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  BouoiNOT  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise  until  some  more  notice  had  been  taken  of  the 
objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    His 
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ditrges  were  to  the  bill  in  general,  md  were 
Ibanded  upon  the  difference  between  the  som  total 
of  the  appropriation  contemplated  in  the  bill,  and 
that  of  former  appropriations,  a  difference  of  about 
fonr  hundred  thousand  dollars.  To  account  for 
this  difference  he  wished  the  gentleman  would 
torn  bis  attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretarj 
of  the  Treasorj ;  in  which  he  would  find  a  num- 
ber of  extraordinaiy  calls  for  considerable  appro- 
priations. A  considerable  sum  to  the  King  of 
Frtoce;  a  large  sum,  the  balance  of  an  old  ao- 
oouDt  ^e  Oliver  Pollock ;  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  a  deficiency  in  last  year's  appro- 
priation ;  considerable  expenses  in  consequence  of 
an  increase  of  our  army  for  the  defence  of  the 
PennsylTsnia  and  Virginia  frontiers.  He  men- 
tioned that  if  the  sums  called  for  to  provide  for 
these  objectSi  and  a  few  more  which  ho  enume- 
rated, were  added  toeether,  they  would  be  found 
to  make  up  nearly  ue  difference  complained  of. 
This  explanation  he  considered  as  necessary,  lest 
it  should  be  imagined  that  oar  regular  annual  ex- 1 
penses  had  increased  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  These  eztraordinanr  expenses 
were  peculiar  to  the  ensuing  year,  and  could  not 
be  reckoned  as  an  increase  to  the  annual  expenses 
of  the  GoYemment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Stixlx  wished  the  members  of  the  select 
committee  would  declare  whether  they  had  exa- 
mined the  items  of  the  particular  estimates  laid 
before  them.  He  was  willing  to  rely  on  their 
opinion  of  them  to  make  up  his  own  mind. 

Kr.  Balowqc  said,  the  committee  were  only  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  esti- 
mates laid  before  the  House.  He  conceiyed  that, 
as  ereiy  member  had  a  right  to  examine  the  do- 
cuments on  which  those  estimates  were  founded, 
that  they  would  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ac- 
quire information.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  been 
induced  for  this  purpose  to  call  at  the  Register's 
office.  He  had  procured  from  the  Register  such 
papers  (making  himself  personally  responsible  for 
their  safety)  as  threw  suflScient  light  upon  it  to 
satisfy  his  mind ;  those  papers  were  on  the  table, 
and  open  to  the  inspection  of  every  member. 

Hr.  Giles  was  of  opinion  that  the  committee 
had  done  their  duty,  and  had  acted  in  conformity 
to  the  resolutioQ  of  the  House.  He  mentioned  bis 
being  one  of  a  small  minority  against  that  resolu- 
tion, when  it  was  under  consideration.  At  that 
time  he  was  of  opinion  that  some  previous  exami- 
nation  was  necessary.  He  adverted  to  the  esti- 
mate from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.  That 
officer  called  for  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, for  contingent  expenses,  though  it  did  not 
appear  that  thero  was  a  deficiency  m  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  granted  fast  year.  The 
onlf  reason  that  was  given  for  an  increase  of  fifty 
per  cent  was^  the  increased  price  of  the  articles 
to  be  purchased.  He  was  against  allowing  an  un- 
necessary latitude  in  appropriations.  It  would 
generally  be  found  that  ^e  expenditures  would 
come  up  very  near  to  the  sum  appropriated ;  and 
if  three  thousand  dollars  were  sufficient  last  year, 
it  remained  to  be  determined  whether  the  in- 
creased price  of  articles  warranted  an  increase  of 
2d  Coh.— 8 


fifty  per  cent  in  the  sums  to  be  appropriated  now. 
If  an  increase  in  the  appropriations  for  the  De- 
partment of  War,  from  good  reasons,  was  neces- 
safy,  this  was  no  reason  why  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate  should  increase.  He  hoped 
the  passage  of  the  bUl  would  not  be  precipitated, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  information  should  be 
previously  obtained.  He  approved  of  the  idea 
suggested  by  Mr.  Girhv,  to  call  on  Executive 
officers  at  stated  times  for  their  accounts.  It  had 
been  said  that  members  oould  seek  for  information 
at  their  offices;  he  thought  it  more  proper  that 
the  officers  should  be  called  upon  to  bring  their 
accounts  to  the  House.  He  did  not  like  the  mode 
pointed  out;  and  indeed,  even  supposing  the  mem- 
bers had  neglected  a  duty,  yet  he  hoped  fuither 
time  woukl  not  be  refused  He  was  for  the  com- 
mittee's rising. 

Mr.  Barnwell  was  of  opinion  that  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer,  containing  a  fhll  account  of  the 
receipt  and  expenditure  of  all  the  public  money, 
was  the  f\iUe8t  information  that  need  be  received. 
Neither  the  members  of  the  House  nor  a  commit- 
tee of  it,  oould  possibly  examine  into  the  minutiie 
and  items  of  every  public  account  The  Oomp- 
troller.  Treasurer,  and  Register,  wore  the  proper 
officers  to  do  this.  If  any  member  of  the  House 
was  dissatisfied  with  any  particular  charge  received 
at  the  Treasury,  he  could,  either  as  an  individual, 
call  and  examine  into  its  propriety,  or  on  the  fioor 
of  the  House  call  for  the  information  he  wanted  to 
satisfy  his  mind. 

Ma.  FnzsiMONB  was  against  the  committee's 
rising.  Many  of  the  items  in  the  appropriation 
bill  were  rigiit  without  doabt,  and  papers  were  on 
the  table  to  explain  the  propriety  of  others.  Sala- 
ries would  not  be  disputed.  If  clerks  were  un- 
employed at  the  offices,  they  would  not  be  paid. 
The  contemplated  appropriations  for  contingent 
and  incidental  expenses  depended  on  estimates 
which  were  before  the  committee;  and  if  any 
are  thought  too  considerable,  motions  may  be 
made  to  reduce  them ;  but  to  rise  now  would  be 
mere  waste  of  time.  He  enumerated  some  of  the 
objects  of  expense  which  called  for  a  lai^ger  appro- 
priation this  year,  to  remove  the  general  objections 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Madison  considered  the  present  a  good  op- 
portunity to  determine  how  far  the  House  could 
go  into  an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  public 
officers.  It  was  true,  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  were  the  guardians  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, ana  consequently  it  was  their  duty  to  satisfy 
themselves  as  far  as  possible  of  the  sources  from 
which  money  flowed  into  the  Treasury — how  that 
money  was  applied — under  what  authority — and 
to  inquire,  at  different  times,  what  balance  actu- 
ally remained  in  the  Treasury.  This,  he  con- 
ceived, could  best  be  done  by  appointing  a  com- 
mittee periodically  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
Treasurer,  see  wliat  balance  appeared  on  the  face 
of  them,  and  inquire  whether  that  balance  was 
reall^  in  the  Treasury.  He  mentioned  the  prac 
tiee  of  the  former  Congress,  to  appoint  four  coo^ 
mittees  to  inspect  the  operations  of  the  four  H^ 
partmenta    under    them.       These    Departmenta 
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kowerer,  now  belonged  more  to  the  ExecutiTe ; 
bat  still,  as  the  Repreeentadvee  were,  bj  the  Con- 
stitution, made  the  guardians  of  the  pnblie  money, 
thej  had  a  right,  and  it  was  their  duty,  to  inspect 
the  operations  of  the  Treasury  Department.  This 
right  could  not  be  eonreniently  exercised,  in  his 
opinion,  by  the  whole  body,  but  it  should  be  done 
by  a  detachment  from  it,  who  would  report  the 
necessary  information.  This  mode  of  proceeding 
was  usuaL  He  instanced  the  practice  of  the  Btu 
tish  House  of  Commons,  and  of  scTcral  State  Le- 
gislatures. Even  if  these  inquiries  procured  no 
more  information  than  was  obtained  by  means  of 
reports  from  the  different  Mcen  of  Government, 
yet  being  made  by  the  immediate  Bepresentatives 
of  the  people,  they  would  give  more  satisfaction. 
So  far  as  it  was  useful  to  ascertain  the  real  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury,  so  far  these  periodical  com- 
mittees would  be  of  the  first  utility.  A  question 
arose,  whether  the  progress  of  the  bill  before  the 
committee  should  be  stopped  to  make  those  in- 
quiries, or  whether  it  should  be  suffered  to  go  on, 
on  the  supposition  that  all  was  right  He  wished 
the  nroper  regulations  on  this  subject  settled,  as 
standing  regulations,  and  to  be  adopted  before 
any  idea  of  their  necessity  should  arise  frt)m  suspi- 
cious circumstances. 

Mr.  Laubahcb  wished  to  proceed  in  the  bill  as 
fiur  as  the  information  already  in  the  possession  of 
the  House  would  carry  them. 

Mr.  Gerbt  made  some  obeeryations,  to  show 
that  accounts  from  the  Treasury  could  never  give 
the  information  wanted;  thev  generally  stated 
sums  of  money  paid  to  individuals,  without  men- 
tion of  particular  objects  to  which  they  were  meant 
to  be  applied.  This  was  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  establish  some  such  regulations  as  were  con- 
templated by  members.  Our  officers  have,  and 
deserve,  the  confidence  of  the  people.  It  would 
be  too  late  to  attempt  to  make  those  regulations 
when  there  were  reasons  for  suspicion ;  the  influ- 
ence of  suspected  officers  would  be  exerted  to 
oppose  them. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Baldwin,  Gilxs,  and  Fitzsimohs;  after  which,  the 
question  was  put,  and  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


MoHD^r,  I)ecember  6. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  «n  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  .one  .thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Orderodt  That  the  said  bill,  with  amendments,  be 
recommitted  to  Mr.  Laxtbamce,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and 
Mr.  AsHs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  report  on  the  subject  of  Manufactures,  made 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  the  fifteenth 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 


from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  aoeom> 
panyinff  his  account  of  receipts  and  escpenditnres  of 
the  public  moneys,  between  the  first  of  July,  and 
the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benson  hiid  on  the  table  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  join  a  eommit- 
tee  of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  the  most 
eligible  manner  of  carrying  into  effect  a  former 
resolution  of  Congress  respecting  the  erection  of 
an  Equestrian  Statue,  in  honor  of  General  Wasb- 

INOTON. 
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The  House  then,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appropria- 
tion bill — Mr.  MvHLSNBEBG  in  the  chair. 

In  proceeding  through  the  bill,  the  several  iteois 
were  separately  considered,  and  agreed  to.  Some 
occadonal  remarks  were  made;  but  no  material 
debate  took  place.  One  amendment  was  propoaed, 
by  which  the  bill  is  made  to  express  the  seTeral 
purposes  for  which  the  moneys  are  appropriated, 
instead  of  appropriating  sums  in  gross,  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  Secretary's^  estimate,  for  partieular&. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  bill  and  the 
amendment,  the  House  adopted  the  same,  and  re- 
committed the  bill  to  the  select  committee,  who 
had  originally  fhimed  it,  with  insbuctions  to  new- 
model  it  pursuant  to  the  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gerrt  presented  a  resolution  in  lieu  of  one 
which  he  laid  on  the  table  on  Friday  last,  making 
it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  to  the  House,  on  the  third  Monday  of  every 
session,  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  money  appropriated  during  the 
preceding  session,  so  far  as  he  shall  then  have  it 
in  his  power  to  state  particulars ;  and  if  he  be  on- 
able  to  give  ah  accurate  statement  of  the  whole, 
at  the  time  appointed,  he  is  to  complete  it  as  soon 
afterwards  as  may  be. 


TuEBDAT,  December  6. 

Seoolvodt  That  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Gsbrt,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  be  appointed  aj 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with ; 
such  committee  as  shall  be  appointed  on  the  pertj 
of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  to  Congress 
the  most  eligible  manner  for  carrying  into  effect  the  | 
resolution  of  the  United  Statea  in  Congress  asscin-i 
bled,  of  the  seventh  of  August,  1783,  direeting  that| 
an  Equestrian  Statue  of  General  WashibgiosI 
should  be  erected. 

The  three  following  motions  being  severally : 
made  and  seconded,  to  wit : 

"  Firtt,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  edMnioei 
and  report  upon  the  state  of  the  Treasury  DenutiiMmt  -^ 
and  that  such  committee  be  appointed  on  the  seoMidi 
Monday  alter  the  meeting  of  Ooogreas  in  everv  seasMo.; 

**  SeconiL  That  it  shall  be  the  dul^  of  the  Sccretarr 
of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  this  House,  on  the  third 
Monday  of  every  annual  session  of  Oongrass,  a  regnlsu 
statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  all  public  money,  for  the  precedmg  year,  as  lar  aa  tbe 
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woe  can  be  then  iae«rtained ;  and  ai  soon  thereafter 
u  dminutanoee  will  permit,  of  such  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures as  cannot  be  specified  in  the  first  statement 
"  Third.  That,  within  the  month  of  Jannarv  in  each 
yesr,  if  Confess  shall  be  then  in  session,  or,  if  not  then 
m  MMiaB,  within  the  first  week  of  each  succeeding  set- 
cioo,  the  SecreUrj  of  the  Treasury  shall  lay  before  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  an  aoeoraie  statement  of  re- 
eeipts  and  expaaditures  down  to  the  last  day  of  the 
month  of  December  immediately  precedin|^,  including 
the  said  day ;  in  which  statement  snail  be  distinguished 
the  expenditures  which  fall  under  each  bead  of  appro- 
priation, and  shall  be  shown  the  sums,  if  auT,  which 
remain  nnexpeoded  of  such  appropriationa  And  that 
aeommittee  oe  thereupon  fortnwita  appointed  to  exam- 
ine the  said  statement,  and  report  concerning  the  same 
to  the  House,  and  that  this  be  considered  aa  a  standing 
order." 


Ordered^  Thai  the  aaad  motions  be  referred  to 
Mr.  GcaBY,  Mr.  Datton,  and  Mr.  Babnwill; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same^  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
thellooae. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  establishing  the 
Port  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
Sutes. 

Mr.  Skoowick  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  clause 
of  the  bill  which  designated  the  roads,  and  to' 
insert)  instead  thereof  these  words,  '*  hy  iueh  route 
at  the  Preeident  of  the  United  Statee  shall^  from 
time  to  timSf  eauee  to  be  eetabliehed.*^ 

It  had  appeared,  he  said,  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
House,  when  this  subject  was  formerly  under  con- 
sideration, that  the  demarkation  of  the  particular 
roads  should  be  intrusted  to  the  Executive ;  the 
only  differenoe  had  been  with  respect  to  the  mode 
of  expression — ^but  the  effect  was  still  to  have  been 
the  same — some  gentlemen  thinking  it  best  to 
leave  the  details  of  this  business  entirely  to  the 
eupreme  Executive,  others  wishing  to  name  the 
Postmaster  General.  The  membera  of  the  House 
could  not  be  supposed  to  possess  every  informa- 
tion that  might  be  requisite  on  this  subject,  and 
their  opinions  were  liable  to  be  biassed  by  local 
joterests.  He  had  ever  considered  it  as  nighly 
incumbent  on  the  House  to  give  the  people  every 
possible  information  on  public  concerns;  but  in 
this,  as  in  every  other  subject,  he  thought  it  suffi- 
cient  that  the  House  should  establish  the  principle, 
and  then  leave  it  to  the  Executive  to  carry  it  mto 
effect 

Mr.  LiVKRHORC  observed  that  the  Legislative 
body  being  empowered  by  the  Constitution  '*to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,"  it  is  as  clearly 
their  du^  to  designate  the  roads  as  to  establish 
the  "Offices:  and  he  did  not  think  they  could  with 
propriety  delegate  that  power,  which  they  were 
themselves  appointed  to  exercise.  Some  gentle- 
men, he  knew,  were  of  opinion  that  the  business 
of  the  United  States  could  be  better  transacted  by 
a  single  person  than  by  many ;  but  this  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Constitution.  It  was  pro- 
vided that  the  Government  should  be  administered 
by  Representatives,  of  the  people's  choice ;  so  that 


every  man,  who  has  the  right  of  voting,  shall  be 
in  some  measure  concerned  in  making  every  law 
for  the  United  States.  The  establishment  of  post 
roads  he  considered  as  a  very  important  object; 
but  he  did  not  wish  to  see  them  so  diffused  as  to  be- 
come a  heavy  charge  where  the  advantage  resnlt- 
inff  from  them  would  be  but  small;  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  for  the  sake  of  bringing  a  revenue  into 
the  Treasury,  consent  to  straiten  them  so  as  to 
check  the  progress  of  information.  If  the  post 
office  were  to  he  regulated  b^  the  will  of  a  single 
person,  the  dissemination  of  mtelligence  might  be 
impeded,  and  the  people  kept  entirely  in  the  dark 
with  respect  to  the  transactions  of  Government; 
or  the  Postmaster,  if  vested  with  the  whole  power, 
might  branch  out  the  offices  to  such  a  degree  aa 
to  make  them  prove  a  heavy  burden  to  the  united 
States.  In  many  instances  the  expense  is  pro- 
ductive of  a  benefit  sufficient  to  counterbalance  it; 
in  others,  no  public  benefit  arises,  but  some  indi- 
viduals reap  a  private  advantage  from  the  institu- 
tion, whilst  it  is  injurious  to  others.  The  most 
material  point,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  determine 
the  road  itself;  if  the  House  gave  up  that,  they 
might  as  well  leave  all  the  rest  of  the  business  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster,  and  permit  him 
to  settle  the  rates  of  postage,  and  every  other  par- 
ticular relative  to  the  post  office,  by  saying,  at 
once,  "  there  shall  be  a  Postmaster  General,  who 
shall  have  the  whole  government  of  the  post  office, 
under  such  regulations  as  he  firom  time  to  time 
shall  be  pleased  to  enact'' 

Mr.  Sedgwick  felt  himself  by  no  means  dis- 
posed to  resign  all  the  business  of  the  House  to  the 
President,  or  to  any  one  else ;  but  he  thought  that 
the  Executive  part  of  the  business  ought  to  be  left 
to  Executive  officers.  He  did  not,  for  his  part, 
know  the  particular  circumstances  of  population, 
geography,  ftc,  which  had  been  taken  into  the 
calculation  by  the  select  committee,  when  they 
pointed  out  the  roads  delineated  in  the  bill;  but 
he  would  ask,  whether  they  understood  the  sub- 
ject so  thoroughly  as  the  Executive  officer  would, 
who  being  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  must  use 
his  utmost  diligence  in  order  to  a  satisfhctory  ex- 
ecution of  the  delegated  power?  As  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  delegation,  it  was  admitted 
by  the  committee  themselves  who  brought  in  the 
bill ;  for  if  the  power  was  altogether  indelegable, 
no  part  of  it  could  be  delegated ;  and  if  a  part  of 
it  could,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  whole  could 
not  The  second  section  was  as  unconstitutional 
as  the  first,  for  it  is  there  said,  that  "  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  establish 
such  other  roads  as  post  roads,  as  to  him  may 
seem  necessary." 

Conmss,  he  observed,  are  authorized  not  only 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  but  also  to 
borrow  money ;  but  is  it  understood  that  Congress 
are  to  go  in  a  body  to  borrow  every  sum  that  may 
be  requisite  ?  Is  it  not  rather  their  office  to  deter- 
mine the  principle  on  which  the  business  is  to  be 
conducted,  and  then  delegate  the  power  of  carry- 
ing their  resolves  into  execution  ?  They  are  also 
empowered  to  coin  money,  and  if  no  part  of  their 
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power  be  delegable,  he  did  not  know  but  they 
might  be  oblig^  to  turn  coiners,  and  work  in  the 
Mint  themseWea  Nay,  they  must  even  act  the 
part  of  executioners,  in  punishing  piracies  com- 
mitted on  the  high  seas.  In  the  delegation  of 
power,  the  whole  purpose,  in  his  opinion,  is  an- 
swered, when  the  rules  by  which  the  business  is 
to  be  conducted  are  pointed  out  by  law ;  nor  could 
he  discoTer  anything  in  the  constitution  to  restiict 
the  House  from  adopting  this  mode  of  conducting 
business. 

Mr.  Hartlst. — I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  that  as  often  as  this 
business  had  been  agitated,  there  had  been  a  ma- 
jority in  the  House  in  &Tor  of  leaTing  it  to  the 
£xecutive  to  designate  the  post  roads.  Nay,  so 
&r  as  my  recollection  (which  is  perhaps  not  so 
good  as  Uiat  gentleman's)  serres  me,  we  uniformly 
bare  had  a  majority  for  Congress  to  point  out  the 
post  roads. 

The  Constitution  seems  to  have  intended  thai 
we  should  exercise  all  the  powers  respecting  the 
establishing  post  roads  we  are  capable  of;  but  the 
gentleman  says  we  are  not  competent  to  this  duty, 
that  it  must  be  intrusted  to  the  ExecutiYe. 

Sir,  in  many  questions  concerning  the  property 
or  geography  of  the  United  States,  we  haa  full 
information  on  this  floor  from  ^^erj  quarter. 
The  people's  interests  and  circumstances  have 
been  known,  howeyer  distinctly  or  differently 
situated. 

On  the  subject  of  the  post  o£Qce  there  has  been 
much  discussion.  Almost  Uie  whole  of  the  roads 
here  stated  have  appeared  in  bills  before,  and 
though  the  gentleman  (who  made  the  motion  for 
striking  out)  may  not  perfectly  understand  all  the 
roads,  yet  if  he  will  be  so  eood  as  to  attend  to  the 
gentlemen  who  represent  the  different  parts  of  the 
Union,  he  ought  to  be  satisfied.  Unless  they  are 
prejudiced,  they  can  certainly  give  the  best  infor- 
mation. If  it  were  left  to  the  President  or  Post- 
master Genera],  neither  is  acquainted  with  all  the 
roads  contemplated ;  they  must  depend  in  a  great 
measure  on  the  information  of  others. 

We  represent  the  people,  we  are  constitution- 
ally vested  with  the  power  of  determining  upon 
the  establishment  of  post  roads ;  and,  as  I  under- 
stand at  present,  ought  not  to  delegate  the  power 
to  any  other  person. 

A  General  Post  Office  is  intended  to  be  estab- 
lished by  the  bill,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
is  put  under  the  superintendence  of  a  Postmaster 
General;  the  minutice  is  submitted  to  him.  I 
should  imagine  there  ought  to  be  a  limitation  of 
the  law  in  point  of  time,  say  three,  four,  or  five 
years ;  when  we  come  to  the  proper  place,  a  mo- 
tion to  that  purpose  may  be  made.  No  one  in  the 
United  States  has  a  greater  respect  for  the  Presi- 
dent than  myself,  and  I  hold  that  the  several  De- 
partments are  filled  with  gentlemen  of  the  first 
abilities  and  fitness,  but  we  are  not  to  confine  our- 
selyes  to  a  view  of  the  moment  This  bill  has 
the  complexion  of  a  perpetual  law ;  we  must  haYC 
some  regard  to  consequences.  If  the  amendment 
takes  place,  the  office  as  well  as  reyenue  will  be 
thrown  into  the  power  of  the  Executive,  who  may 


increase  the  roads  and  offices  as  far  as  the  reve- 
nues ga  The  revenue  of  the  post  office  is  at  pre- 
sent not  great,  but  if  proper  seeds  are  now  sown, 
it  may  hereafter  be  pnxLttctiye.  In  Great  Britain, 
much  has  been  obtamed  from  the  post  office  and 
most  of  the  European  nations  count  upon  it  as  a 
considerable  branch  of  revenue.  Will  it  be  pru- 
dent for  us  to  grant  this  power  to  the  Hxecatiye^ 
in  the  latitude  contended  finrt  We  must  not  sup- 
pose that  this  country  will  always  renuun  incor- 
rupt; we  shall  share  the  &te  of  other  nations. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  post  office  a  weighty 
influence  may  be  obtained  by  the  Executive ;  this 
is  guarded  against  in  England  by  prohibiting  offi- 
cers in  the  Post  Office  Department  from  inter- 
fering at  elections.  There  is  no  such  guard  or 
caution  in  the  present  bill.  By  the  amendment, 
we  are  unnecessarily  partmg  with  our  revenoes, 
snd  throwing  an  improper  balance  into  the  Ex- 
ecutive scale,  and  which  our  constituents  do  not 
expect  from  us.  The  Senate  heretofore  have  dis- 
agreed with  us,  but  if  they  will  take  the  same  pains 
we  have,  the  means  of  information  b  within  their 
reach ;  upon  a  review  they  may  probably  change 
their  sentiments.  This  is  a  law  of  experiment, 
let  us  try  it  a  few  years.  If,  upon  experience,  we 
find  ourseWes  incompetent  to  the  duty,  we  must 
(if  the  Constitution  will  admit)  grant  the  power 
to  the  Executive :  or,  if  the  Constitution  will  not 
allow  such  a  delegation,  submit  the  article  for 
amendment  in  a  constitutional  way.  I  am  against 
the  amendment 

Mr.  B.  Bourns  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
which  he  thought  both  expedient  and  constitu- 
tional. In  speaking  of  po9t  officei  and  post  road*, 
the  Constitution,  he  obseryed,  speaks  in  general 
terms,  as  it  does  of  a  minty  excmif  &c.  In  pass- 
ing the  excise  law,  the  House,  not  thinking  them- 
selVes  possessed  of  sufficient  information,  empow- 
ered the  President  to  mark  out  the  districts  and 
surveys;  and  if  they  had  a  right  to  delegate  such 
power  to  the  Executive,  the  further  delegation  of 
the  power  of  marking  out  the  roads  for  the  con- 
yeyance  of  the  mail,  could  hardly  be  thought  dan- 
gerous. The  Constitution  meant  no  more  than 
that  Congress  should  possess  the  exclusive  right 
of  doing  that,  by  themselves  or  by  any  other  per- 
son,  which  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  The  busi- 
ness he  thought  much  more  likely  to  be  well 
executed  by  the  President,  or  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral, than  by  Congress.  He  had  himself  been  of 
the  committee  who  framed  the  bill,  but  could  not 
tell  whether  the  roads  marked  out  in  it  were  better 
than  any  other,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  State 
which  he  represents ;  and  he  imagined  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  were  in  a  similar  pre- 
dicament The  President  having  opportuni^es  of 
obtaining  information  fix>m  the  different  membc^^5 
of  the  House,  from  the  Postmaster  General,  and 
from  others,  will  be  more  competent  to  determine 
the  proper  road.  It  will  be  occasionally  necessary 
to  change  the  route,  and  lay  out  new  roads,  and 
he  could  see  no  inconyenience  from  intrusting 
either  the  President  or  the  Postmaster  General 
with  the  necessary  powers  for  these  purposes.  At 
all  events,  the  House  could  guard  against  any  ap. 
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prehended  danger,  by  the  insertion  of  such  a 
clause  as  had  been  proposed,  [by  Mr.  Habtlkt,] 
limiting  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  Ihree,  four,  or 
five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  term,  the 
pover  would  revert  to  Congress,  and  they  might 
then  retain  the  exercise  of  it  in  their  own  hands, 
if  they  found  that  any  improper  use  had  been  made 
of  it 

Mr.  White  made  sereral  obserrations  on  the 
expediency  and  constitutionality  of  the  measure. 
No  indiviaual  could  possess  an  equal  share  of  in- 
formation with  that  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
geography  of  the  United  States.  He  disapproved 
of  the  amendment  for  many  other  reasons^  and 
urticularly  its  approximation  to  the  custom  of 
England.  Such  advances  towards  Monarchy,  if 
Dot  checked  in  season,  he  was  apprehensive  would 
tend  to  unhinge  the  present  Qovemment  If  this 
GoTemment  retains  its  present  Republican  form, 
it  will  be  owing  to  the  members  of  this  House. 
It  is  easy  to  see  what  hand  could  be  made  of  the 
post  offices,  if  ever  they  are  under  the  direction 
of  an  improper  person.  At  the  time  of  a  general 
election,  for  instance,  how  easy  would  it  be  for 
this  man  to  dictate  to  particular  towns  and  vill- 
ages, ^  If  vou  do  not  send  such  a  man  to  Congress, 
jou  shall  have  no  post  office ;  but  if  you  elect  my 
friend,  you  shall  have  a  post  office,  and  the  roads 
shall  be  run  agreeably  to  your  wishes."  Another 
improper  use  may  be  made  of  this  power  by  the  in- 
ten^ption  of  letters,  and  checking  the  regular 
channel  of  information  throughout  the  country. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  clearly  for  rejecting 
the  motion  for  striking  out  the  words  m  the 
bilL 

Kr.  Lavraxcs  observed,  that  the  revenues  aris- 
ing from  the  post  office  would  not,  perhaps,  pro- 
duce a  sufficient  sum  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
establishment  If  this  should  be  the  fact,  he  would 
prefer  the  amendment,  but  if  the  revenue  should 
increase  from  time  to  time,  he  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  addition  of  posts  and  roads  in  propor- 
tion to  such  increase.  The  consequence  of  establish- 
ing so  extensive  a  system  all  at  once,  as  was  oun- 
templated  in  the  bill,  might  be,  that  the  revenue 
▼paid  fall  short,  and  then  additional  taxes  must  be 
1^  to  pay  off  the  deficiency ;  however,  upon  the 
whole,  if  he  could  be  satisfied  that  the  revenues  of 
the  I)epartment  would  be  sufficient  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  it,  he  would  be  against  striking  out  the 
claose  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Paoi. — If  the  motion  before  the  committee 
succeeds,  I  shall  make  one  which  will  save  a  deal 
of  time  and  money,  by  making  a  short  session  of  it ; 
for  if  this  House  can^  with  propriety,  leave  the  busi- 
ness of  the  post  office  to  the  President,  it  may  leave 
to  him  any  other  business  of  legislation ;  and  I  may 
BOTe  to  a^um,  and  leave  all  the  objects  of  legisla- 
tion to  his  sole  consideration  and  direction.  But  how 
the  President  should  be  better  acquainted  with  the 
proper  pUces  for  post  offices  and  post  roads  than  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  I  cannot  conceive. 
In  Virginia,  ibr  instance,  cannot  the  ten  Represent- 
*tires  say,  with  more  certainty,  what  post  roads 
▼cold  be  proper  in  that  State  than  any  one  mvi  Y 
I  look  upon  the  motion  as  unoonstitutional,  and  if  it 


were  not  so,  as  having  a  mischievous  tendency, 
which  I  am  willing  to  believe  the  memb«r  who  made 
it  is  not  aware  of. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Sidowiox,  he  said  he  heard  but 
two  arguments  Dn  which  any  stress  was  laid,  vis : 
that  the  President's  greater  responsibility  pointed 
him  out  as  the  proper  person  to  be  intrusted  with 
the  important  business  of  establishing  post  offices 
and  post  roads,  and  that  his  superior  knowledge  of 
this  subject  ought  to  induce  the  committee  to 
leave  it  to  him  alone ;  but  as  to  the  responsibility, 
how  that  can  be  greater  than  the. responsibility  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  when  he  is  appointed 
by  Electors  for  a  longer  term  than  they  are;  and 
they  elected  by  the  people  themselves,  and  ac- 
countable to  them  every  two  years,  is  to  me  in- 
conceivable; and  as  to  his  superior  knowledge, 
granting  that  he  possessed  it,  which  I  cannot  grant, 
can  there  be  a  greater  paradox  than  the  assertion 
that  the  President's  knowledge  alone  is  greater  than 
that  very  knowledge,  aided  by  the  united  informa* 
tion  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  collected  and  pre> 
sented  to  him  in  the  bill  ?    Sir,  uf  the  clause  which 
it  is  said  we  should  strike  oat^  instead  of  communi* 
eating  the  sense  of  this  House  to  the  President^  took 
awav  his  right  of  approving  or  reacting  it,  there 
might  be  some  weight  in  the  argument  drawn 
firom  the  supposition  of  his  superior  knowledge; 
but  as  this  is  not,  and  cannot  be  the  case,  and  so 
far  from  it,  that  the  dause  submits  the  matter 
to  the  most  mature  deliberation  of  the  President 
and  Senate,  it  must  be  paradoxical  to  say  that  we 
lose  the  advantage  of  superior  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge of  the  subject,  if  we  do  not  leave  it  to  the 
Prudent  alone.    But  we  are  told  that  the  motion 
is  not  unconstitutional.    I  think  it  is ;  but  who  is 
there  that  denies  it  is  contrary  to  the  mterest  and 
spirit  of  a  free  Qovemment  t    The  people,  how- 
ever, may  think  with  the  member  who  msde  the 
motion,  that  the  President  (that  is,  the  man  who 
is  now  their  President)  upderstands  this  matter, 
and  can  do  it  better  than  their  Bepresentatives; 
and  they  may  think  the  whole  business  of  Qo- 
vemment might  be  safely  intrusted  to  him;  but 
they  are  too  wise  to  make  the  experiment,  and  ttn* 
derstand  the  nature  of  their  Qovemment  so  well 
as  to  complain  that  Congress  too  often  commits  to 
Heads  of  Departments  what  the  Constitution  re- 
quires at  their  hands.    The  President  himself^  if  I 
mistake  not,  views  the  subject  before  us  in  the 
light  I  do^  or  he  would  not  so  repeatedly  have 
oSled  on  us  to  make  it  a  peculiar  object  of  our  de- 
liberation. 

Mr.  Stkslb  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  considering  whether  the  motion  was  con- 
stitutional or  not;  but  he  was  apprehensive  it 
would  be  burdensome  to  impose  the  duty  on  the 
President,  who  must  feel  very  disagreeable  to  hear 
that  after  he  had  exerted  his  utmost  abilities  to 
give  satisfiu^on,  discontents  had  taken  place.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had 
hitherto  shown  himself  so  staunch  a  friend  to  the 
present  Constitution,  would  not  oppose  the  diffusion 
of  knowledge  and  information  amongst  the  people, 
upon  an  idea  of  a  supposed  deficiency  in  the  reve- 
nue of  the  Post  Office,  for  it  might  very  soon  in- 
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creue  to  a  Bum  more  than  sufficient  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  establishment 

Mr.  ViMiKO  said,  that  stnoe  this  subject  had 
been  before  the  Isst  House,  during  the  recess,  he 
had  seen  jnany  lights  thrown  on  it,  and  he  was 
eonTinced  that  the  members  were  as  fully  com|>e- 
tent  to  judge  of  the  matter  as  any  one  man  could 
be ;  this,  he  thought  a  fsct  not  now  to  be  disputed, 
as  well  as  that  more  satisfaction  would  be  given  to 
the  country  in  general.  There  is  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  Unit^  States  and  Great  Britain,  when 
the  subiect  of  the  post  roads  and  poet  offices 
are  to  be  considered.  This  country,  from  its 
great  extent  and  uncultivated  state,  as  well  as 
from  a  thousand  other  causes,  is  not  at  all  similar 
to  the  situation  of  Great  Britain ;  therefore,  any  at- 
tempt to  imitate  their  regulationa  would  be  im- 
proper. With  regard  to  the  regulation  being  given 
to  the  President,  two  things  should  be  considered ; 
to  a  good  President  it  would  be  a  burden ;  to  a 
bad  President,  a  dangerous  power  of  establishing 
offices  and  roads  fn  those  places  only  where  his  in- 
terest would  be  promoted,  and  removing  others  of 
long  standing,  in  order  to  harass  those  he  might 
suppose  inimical  to  his  ambitious  views.  The 
Constitution  has  certainly  given  us  the  power  of 
establishing  posts  and  roads,  and  it  is  not  even  im- 
plied that  it  should  be  transferred  to  the  President ; 
nis  powers  were  well  defined;  we  create  offices, 
and  he  fills  them  with  such  persons  as  he  approves 
o(  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate.  Having  thus 
fiu*  stated  his  opinion,  he  would  vote  against  the 
amendment  to  the  bill ;  and  when  the  first  section 
was  got  over,  he  would  propose  a  clause  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  second  section,  which  he  hoped 
would  meet  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  via :  that  the  cross-roads  and  offices  should 
be  so  regulated  as  not  to  exceed  the  surplusage  of 
the  revenue  of  the  general  establishment  The  doubt 
of  the  biirs  not  passing  the  Senate,  should  have 
no  weight  in  his  mind ;  he  would  nihw  fifty  bills 
should  be  lost  than  shrink  from  his  trust :  and  he 
hoped  the  House  of  Representatives  would  show 
their  firmness  in  the  present  instance ;  snd  if  the 
Senate  should  afterwards  reject  the  bill,  as  they 
bad  done  before,  let  them  be  answerable  for  their 
own  conduct:  they  can  do  these  things  more 
gracefully  than  this  House,  as  they  are  not  seen 
in  the  act  Mr.  V.  concluded,  by  drawing  another 
argument  from  that  part  of  the  Speech  of  the 
President,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session, 
which  respects  the  post  office  and  post  roads, 
wherein  he  so  warmly  recommends  it  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  take  up  the  subject  This  expression  is 
as  strong  an  argument  as  can  possibly  be  adduced, 
to  show  that  he  had  no  other  conception  of  the 
matter  than  that  it  was  the  peculiar  privilege  of  the 
Legidature. 

Mr.  BAaKwsLL  was  not  surprised  that  a  diversity 
of  opinions  should  prevail  on  such  a  subject ;  but 
that  there  should  be  any  question  respecting  the 
constitutionality  of  the  amendment  astonished  him. 
It  was  very  natural  to  suppose  membera  from  the 
same  State  would  differ  in  opinion,  and  this  showed 
the  greater  degree  of  necessitv  tnere  was  to  vest 
the  power  in  the  hands  of  a  high  responsible  officer 


to  determine  upon  it;  for,  by  doing  so,  there 
would  be  less  partiality  exhibited  in  the  delinea- 
tion of  the  roads,  &c.  But,  if  left  to  the  Bouse,  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  reconcile  any  line  to 
all  parties;  for  the  membera  from  eadi  St&te 
would  probably  be  guided  more  by  the  principle  of 
domestic  convenience  than  by  a  sense  of  genertl 
good.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Y.'s  argument  that  it  would 
be  a  burden  to  a  good  President,  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  pleasure  to  nim  to  render  service  to  his  ooqd- 
try.  Upon  the  whole,  he  was  in  favor  of  Ifr.  Sem- 
wick's  motion. 

Mr.  Gcaar  took  a  general  view  of  most  of  the 
arguments  in  &vor  of  uie  motion ;  replied  to  each ; 
and  concluded,  by  asking  why  the  commercial  in- 
terest only  should  be  accommodated,  and  the  inland 
inhabitants  excluded  from  the  advantages  of  post 
roads  ?  Why  one  dass  of  citisens  shodd  be  pre- 
ferred to  another  ?  The  diffusion  of  knowledge  and 
information  is  as  necessary  to  one  as  to  the  other; 
and  the  revenue  from  the  post  office  would  increase 
from  year  to  year,  to  defray  the  expense  of  the 
additional  post  roads  which  are  proposed  in  the 
bill 

Mr.  Stkelx  defended  the  committee  who  had 
reported  the  bill,  and  explained  the  grounds  on 
which  they  had  proceeded  in  lavingout  the  roads 
for  the  general  advantage  of  the  United  States, 
rather  than  to  accommodate  a  few  trading  places 
only  on  the  sea  coast ;  and  with  regard  to  the  route 
to  Charleston,  to  which  Mr.  Babkwxll  had  ob- 
jected, he  said  it  would  cause  lettera  to  arriTt 
there  four  or  five  days  sooner  than  by  the  old 
route. 

Mr.  Bnisoii  observed,  that  the  constitutionality 
of  the  amendment  is  denied,  and  it  is  said  that  ths 
Legislature  alone  is  competent  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads;  notwithstanding  this,  there 
is  not  a  single  post  office  designated  by  the  bE 
Much  has  been  observed  respecting  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Executive  powers,  and  uie  committee 
are  cautioned  against  delegating  the  powers  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  Supreme  &ecutive.  Without 
attempting  a  definition  of  their  powers^  or  deter 
mining  their  respective  limits,  which  he  conceired 
it  was  extremely  difficult  to  do,  he  would  onlj 
observe  that  much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Legislature.  He  was  very  doubt- 
ful whether  it  would  ever  be  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  form  any  bill  that  would  give  satis&o- 
tion.  This  he  q>oke  from  enerience ;  for  it  had 
been  often  tried  in  the  old  Congress,  and  was  as 
often  defeated  by  the  partial  and  local  clauses 
proposed  bv  the  different  member&  For  these 
reasons,  he  believed  it  would  be  better  to  delegate 
the  power,  and  let  the  regulations  be  made  bj 
the  President,  than  to  be  enacting  supplemental; 
laws  year  after  year,  at  the  instance  of  individuiu 
members. 

The  C<mimittee  now  rose,  and  obtained  leave  ta 
sit  again. 

APPBOPRIATIOK  BILL. 

Mr.  LAaaANCi,  from  the  committee  to  wbooi; 
was  recommitted  the  bill  making  appropriatioa 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  ods 
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tfaoonnd  wveii  hundred  aad  ninety-two,  reported 
an  amendatory  bill;  which  wm  leceiTed,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


WsDNBSDAT,  December  7. 
An  amendatory  bill  making  appropriatidna  for 
the  aupport  of  Government,  for  tiie  year  one  thon- 
nnd  aeven  hundred  and  ninety-two^  waa  read  the 
first  and  aeoond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engroaaed, 
aad  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  Hovae  again  reeolved  itaelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  Hooae  on  the  bill  eatabliahing 
the  Poat  Office  and  Poet  Roada,  within  the  United 
Statea.^  Mr.  Sxdowick's  motion  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  Whitb  oboenred,  that  there  waa  a  neceaaity 
fat  changing  many  of  the  preaent  roatea  of  the 
post,  and  although  ^ntlemen  hare  aaid  that  in- 
formatiini  on  the  anbject  cannot  be  ao  well  obtained 
from  this  House  aa  from  the  Executive,  becauae 
BO  one  member  knowa  all  the  rtMida,  yet  itmuat 
be  allowed  that  every  road  ia  known  to  aome  of 
the  membera.  The  people  of  the  United  Statea 
hare  suffered  too  long  under  the  preaent  eatabliah- 
ment ;  four  hundred  and  eightv-aix  thouaand  inha- 
hitanta,  on  the  weatem  aide  of  the  river  Potomac, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  are  deprived  of  the  bene- 
fit of  a  post  road :  will  any  gentieman  aay  that 
Bnrly  half  a  million  of  peraona  ahali  not  have  the 
pnTilege  of  a  poat  office,  or  the  meana  of  informa- 
tion  ?  He  would  not  ffo  into  any  lengthy  obeer- 
^ona,  aa  the  aubfeet  nad  been  ao  fully  diacuaaed 
vesterdaj.  He  declared  hia  opinion  that  the  Houae 
Bad  a  right  to  aend  a  peraon  to  lay  out  the  poat 
mads,  ameably  to  their  directiona,  and  therefore 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  negatived,  and 
that  the  bill  would  be  gone  through  with,  with 
neh  reaaonable  amendmenta  aa  miirht  be  auff- 
g«ted.  ^^  ^ 

Mr.  LlYB&HOHB  aaid,  that  gentlemen  had  drawn 
irgumcnta  from  the  aecond  clauae  of  the  bill  be- 
fore it  wa^  yet  under  conaideraUon,  from  which 
they  endeavco^ed  to  prove  an  absurdity  in  the  firat 
eUnae,  and  thua  take  an  uncandid  advantage  of 
the  liberality  of  the  committee  in  leaviuff"  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  deputy  poetmaatera  and  Iminch- 
ing  offieea  to  the  Postmaater  General.  If,  how- 
ever, there  be  any  defect  in  the  aeoond  clauae,  it 
CM  be  amended  when  we  come  to  it ;  but  to  at- 
tempt to  bring  forward  thia  aection  aa  a  bar  to  the 
adoption  of  the  firat,  ia  an  unfidr  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, and  aeema  aa  if  intended  to  throw  the  bill  out 
&t  any  rate.  With  regard  to  what  haa  been  aaid 
^  the  reaponsibility  of  a  high  Executive  officer, 
hedid  not  deny  the  wiadom  and  intemty  of  the 
President,  who  would,  no  doubt,  conduct  .thia  aa 
Well  aa  he  had  alwaya  done  any  aubject  commit- 
ted to  hia  care;  but  thia  would  be  a  very  trouble- 
*ome  buaineaa  to  impoae  upon  him,  and  thoae  who 
tie  dedroua  of  doing  it,  are  not  acting  a  friendly 
pvt  The  Constitution  haa  pointed  out  one  cer- 
tain mode  for  the  Legialature  to  proceed  in,  and 
tt  ia  more  proper  lor  the  Houae  to  determine  on 


the  aubject  than  any  one  man^j  let  the  experiment 
be  made  for  three  yeara,  or  for  ten  years,  and  it 
will  alwaya  be  found  in  our  power  to  amend  the 
defeota  in  the  ayatem  aa  they  ariae  to  our  view. 

Mr.  Madison  aaid,  that  the  argumenta  wMch 
are  offered  by  the  gentlemen  who  are  in  fiavor  of 
the  amendment,  appear  to  be  drawn  rather  from 
theory  than  any  line  of  practice  which  had  hither* 
to  governed  toe  Houae.  However  difficult  it 
may  be  to  determine  with  preciaion  the  exact 
boimdariea  of  the  Legialative  and  Executive  pow- 
ers, he  waa  of  opinion  that  those  argumenta  were 
not  well  founded,  for  they  admit  of  audi  construc- 
tion as  will  lead  to  blending  those  powers  ao  aa  to 
leave  no  line  of  aeparation  whatever.  The  great- 
eat  obatade  to  the  due  exerciae  of  the  powera  veated 
ia  the  Legialature  by  the  bill,  whidi  has  been 
mentionedi  is  the  diffionlty  of  accommodating  the 
regulations  to  the  various  mtereata  of  the  diflbrent 
parts  of  the  Union  {  and  thia  ia  aaid  to  be  ahnost 
impMracticable.  But  it  may  be  remembered,  that 
siinilar  embarrassments  appeared  when  the  im- 
post and  tonnage  btlk  were  under  consideration  \ 
on  those  subjects,  the  members  were  obliged  to  be 
^▼emed,  in  a  great  degree,  by  mutual  Informa- 
tion and  reciprocal  confidence.  In  respect  to  the 
establishment  and  arrangements  of  the  different 
ports  of  entry  and  clearance,  and  other  objects, 
that  was  a  business  of  much  greater  importance 
and  difficulty  than  this }  but  it  was  accompliahed. 
The  Constitution  has  not  only  given  the  tjegisla- 
ture  the  power  of  creating  ofifces,  but  it  expressly 
restrains  the  Executive  from  apnointing  officers, 
except  such  as  are  provided  for  by  law.  As  has 
been  well  obaerved  by  the  gentleman  firom  Dela- 
ware, the  President  ia  inveated  with  the  power  of 
filling  thoae  offieea ;  but  doea  it  follow  that  we  are 
to  delegate  to  him  the  power  to  create  them  ?  The 
reference  to  the  appomtmenta  and  arrangementa 
made  by  the  Executive,  purauant  to  the  powers 
delcffated  to  the  Executive  by  the  excise  law,  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  parallel  case;  no  similar 
exigency  exists  to  justify  a  siinilar  delegation. 
The  danger  of  inlHnging  on  the  powers  of  the 
Executive,  which  has  Men  sugeested,  and  the 
caution  to  the  House  against  toucning  on  the  a|^ 
pdntment  of  officera,  ia  a  species  of  reaaoning  on 
the  aubject,  which  may  be  carried  ao  ihr  aa  to  say 
that  we  ought  not  to  make  any  appointments  ^ 
law ;  and  yet  this  has  been  done  as  in  the  instance 
of  the  appointment  of  the  Commisaioners  for  pur- 
chaainff  m  the  pubHo  debt,  all  of  whom  were  a|^ 
pointed  br  tiie  act  making  proviaion  for  the  reduo- 
tion  of  tne  public  debt  Where  ia  the  necessity 
of  departing  ft^om  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion m  respect  to  the  post  office  and  post  roads, 
more  than  m  all  other  cases  P  The  subject  is  ex- 
preaaly  committed  to  Legialative  determinatioa 
by  the  ConatitQtion.  If  the  aecond  aection  of  the 
bill  requirea  amendment,  it  can  be  rectified  when 
it  oomea  before  ua;  and  with  respect  to  fhtnre 
cases,  should  there  be  a  necessity  for  additional 
post  roads,  they  can  be  provided  for  by  aupplemen- 
tary  lawa  i  and  therefore  no  reason  on  that  ao- 
count  can  be  urged  for  delaying  the  provision  pro- 
posed by  the  bill    He  ooncluded  by  saying,  that 
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there  did  not  appear*  to  be  any  neoenity  for  alien- 
ating the  powers  of  the  House ;  and  that  if  this 
should  take  plaoe^  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  would  make  a  few  obseiTations, 
which  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  GomnutteOi  as  well  to  defend 
himself  as  his  motion,  from  the  unwarrantable  at- 
tacks which  gentlemen  had  made  on  both* 

The  powers  of  the  Constitution,  he  was  socrj 
to  say,  were  made  in  debate  to  extend  or  contract, 
as  seemed,  for  the  time  being,  to  suit  the  oonye- 
nienoe  of  the  arguments  of  gentlemen.  The  mem- 
ber from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Madison]  had  discoTered 
an  additional  quahty  of  unconstitutionality  in- 
ToWed  in  the  motion  under  eonsiderataon.  It  was, 
^ai  the  creation  of  ojffieee  ibas  by  the  Conetittk- 
tion  confined  eolefy  to  the  Le^ieiature,  This  po- 
sition was  undoubtedly  just,  if  by  it  was  meant 
thai  the  powers  mnd  dutiea  of  offices  must  he  de* 
fined  by  hw.  But  he  understood  the  gentleman 
to  extend  his  meaning  much  further,  and  to  have 
declared,  in  substance,  that  all  offices,  hovmer 
subordinate  and  dependent,  must  be  numericalh 
prodded  for  by  law.  The  gentleman  had,  with 
nis  usual  accuracy  and  precision,  foreseen  the  ap- 
plication of  his  principle  to  the  power  which,  on 
the  same  sulrject,  had  been  delegated  by  the  excise 
law,  by  which  ^e  Executive  was  authoriaed  to 
parcel  the  whole  country  into  districts,  and  to  ap- 
point the  various  officers  necessary  to  execute  the 
law.  Nothing  more  was  in  that  instance  done, 
than  to  define  the  powers  and  dutiea  annexed  to 
the  offices,  but  the  limits  to  which  their  authority 
was  to  extend,  and  their  number,  was  very  proper* 
ly  left  with  the  Executive.  In  that  instance,  such 
a  delegation  was  indispensably  necessary ;  nor  was 
it,  in  ms  opinion,  less  necessary  in  the  multifarious 
arrangements  of  post  offices.  That  gentleman  had 
supposed  this  necessity  had  in  that  instance  justi- 
fied the  expedients;  if  so,  the  same  conclusion 
might  be  dniwn  on  the  present  oooaaion.  But,  for 
his  part,  if  he  should  assume  that  member^s  opin- 
ions, he  should  be  incapable  of  deriving  consola- 
tion from  the  same  source;  for  that  there  never 
had  as  yet  been,  and  probablY  never  would  exist 
in  the  administration  of  this  Glovemment,  a  neces- 
sity so  uraent  as  to  anthoriae  an  usurpation  of 
power.  Toe  motion  before  the  committee  was 
oonstitutiona],  or  the  reverse ;  if  the  latter,  the 
same  was  true  of  the  existing  act  in  the  instance 
alluded  to.  That  in  either  instance,  a  supposed 
necessity  could  not  justify  the  infraction  of  a  Con- 
stitution which  the  members  were  under  eveir 
obligation  of  duty,  and  their  oaths,  solemnly  pledged, 
to  support  Gentlemen  should  be  very  cautious 
how,  on  slight  grounds,  they  assent  to  principles, 
which,  if  t£ey  were  true,  would  evince  that  the 
Government  had  scattered  through  the  whole  conn- 
trr,  officers  who  are  daily  seiiinj^  on  the  property 
of  the  citiiens,  by  the  assumption  of  unconstitu- 
tional powers.  U  was  trucas  had  been  observed 
by  his  fnend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Benson]  that 
it  was  impossible  precisely  to  define  a  boundary 
line  between  the  business  of  Le^jalative  and  £x- 
•ctttive ;  bat  from  his  own  expeneDoe«  as  a  public 


man,  and  from  refiectioa,  he  waa  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  as  a  eeneral  rule,  the  establidnnent  of 
principles  was  tne  peculiar  province  of  the  fbrmer, 
and  the  execution  of  them,  that  of  the  latter.  He 
would,  therefore,  at  leas^  generally,  as  much  as 
possible,  avoid  going  into  detaiL  In  adopting 
this  as  a  general  nde  of  conduct,  he  waa  not 
influenced  by  conaiderations  which  gentlemen  in 
opposition  to  his  motion  had  suggested — the  pre- 
eminently great  and  good  character  of  the  man 
who  was  now  called  by  unanimous  suffirafle  to 
administer  the  Executive — for  he  had  alwavB 
considered  that,  with  sag^ous  minds,  that  should 
be  the  season  of  politioil  cautioaa  when  tiie  Exe- 
cutive was  in  the  hands  of  one  to  whom  all  hearts 
justly  bowed.  From  the  nature  of  the  bunness 
to  be  transacted,  he  bad  drawn  hia  conclusion ;  he 
thought  an  Executive  officer,  responsible  to  the 
pubhc  for  the  performance  of  an  important  and 
interesting  trust,  would  inquire  with  more  acru- 
pulous  caution,  and  decide  with  more  justice,  than 
could  be  expected  from  a  popular  assembly,  who, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  would  be  more  remiss 
than  consisted  with  a  just  determination ;  and  he 
appealed  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  members 
of  tlie  last  House,  for  a  recoUeotion  of  that  apathy 
and  torpor  which  prevailed  on  &  former  attem^^ 
to  demark  the  post  roads.  He  observed  that  the 
oppositicm  to  his  motion  on  the  ground  of  uncon- 
stitutionality, came  with  an  iu  grace  from  the 
gentleman  who  had  reported  the  bill ;  for,  by  one 
section,  the  Postmaster  General  was  expressly 
authorised  to  establi^  post  roada  not  inovided  for 
by  the  bill,  upon  a  oondition  liiat  doea  not  at  all 
aifect  the  present  question ;  and  by  another  sec- 
tion, the  same  officer  was  authorized  to  appoint, 
unrestrained,  all  his  deputies,  each  of  whom  is  to 
establish  and  keep  an  <^ce.  This,  in  his  opinion, 
was  not  only  expedient,  but  indispensably  neces- 
aary.  It  was,  however,  a  delegation  of  power,  at- 
tended by  all  those  circumstances  which  renderedt 
in  the  opmion  of  that  gentleman,  the  present  mo- 
tion unoonstitutionaL  He  said,  no  gentleoian  had 
contended  for  carrying  into  execution  the  princi- 
ples th^  attempted  to  establish,  to  an  extent  to 
which  th^  would  go.  That  no  road  eon  be  a 
post  road  but  such  as  shaU  be  established  by  law. 
The  bill  establishes  the  road  from  plaoe  to  place, 
leaving  the  intermediate  distance  untouched;  as 
for  instance,  from  Boston  to  Worcester.  Between 
those  two  points,  is,  or  is  not,  a  post  road*  if  the  bill 
should  become  a  law,  established  ?  If  the  tarma 
part  of  the  dilemma  is  embraced,  then  also  by  the 
motion,  if  adopted,  will  a  post  road  be  established 
from  Maine  to  Georgia.  For  he  suppoeed  it  im- 
possible to  make  any  well-founded  ciistinction  be- 
tween the  one  case  and  the  other.  Hia  motion 
then  would  as  efibetually  establish  a  post  road  in 
the  intermediate  space  as  the  bill  in  its  present 
form ;  and  all  the  objections  which  had  been  made 
to  the  former,  would  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
latter.  Gentlemen  had  spoken  in  strong  tenns  of 
the  disinterestedness,  information,  and  respeotabil- 
itv  of  the  members  of  the  House,  and  of  the  pop- 
ular confidence  which  resulted  therefrom.  I^o 
man  had  a  more  respectable  opinion  of  the  Bcpra> 
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sentatires  of  the  people  than  himself;  he  need  not, 
however,  observe  to  them,  that  thev  were  men, 
subject  to  like  passions  and  imperfections  with 
their  fellow-citisens.  It  could  not  have  escaped 
the  reflection  of  the  committee,  that  the  gentle- 
men who  composed  it,  had  a  very  important  in* 
terest  in  establishing  tde  directions  of  the  post; 
that  on  the  declarations  of  men  thus  interested, 
we  must  relj  for  the  justness  of  our  ultimate  con- 
clusions; on  evidence  of  interested  individuals, 
iodiriduals  who  are,  by  their  reUtion  to  the  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  excluded,  on  principles  of  law, 
Irom  til  credit,  must  we  rely  for  a  knowledge  of 
those  &cts  which  are  to  direct  our  judgment 

lir.  BooniNOT  and  Mr.  Gsbbt  made  some  re- 
marks, and  then  the  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick's motion  was  negatived. 


TmmsDAV,  December  8. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seren  hundred  and  ninety-two,  was  read  the  tJiird 
time,  and  passed. 

Memorials  of  the  several  Societies  "  for  promo- 
ting the  abolition  of  slavery,  for  the  relief  of  free 
negroes,  unlawfully  held  in  bondage,  and  for  im- 
proTing  the  condition  of  the  Aftican  race,"  in  the 
States  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
Pennsjlvania^  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  respectively  pray- 
ing that  the  African  trade  may  be  totally  prohibited 
to  the  citizens  of  these  United  States,  for  the  sup- 
plj  of  staves  to  foreigners;  that  foreign  ships, 
destined  for  that  trade,  may  be  prohibited  from 
fitting  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
proper  regulations  may  be  adopted  for  the  humane 
treatment  of  slaves  imported  into  the  States  ad- 
mitting such  importations.  Referred  to  Mr.  Bbn- 
soK,  Mr.  BAiiDwiN,  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  SifrrB,  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Learned;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

POST  OFFICS  BILL. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  the  further 
consideration  of  the  Post  0£Qce  bill;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  agreed  to  establisli  the 
main  post  road  as  follows : 

Wiscasset,  Portland.  Portsmouth,  Exeter,  New- 
baryport,  Ipswich,  Salem,  Boston^  Worcester, 
Springfield,  Hartford,  Middletown,  New  Haven, 
Stratford,  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stamford,  New 
York,  Newark,  Elizabethtown,  Brunswick,  Prince- 
ton, Trenton,  Bristol,  Phikdelphia.  Chester,  WO- 
mington,  Elkton,  Charlestown,  Uavre-de-Grace, 
Hai&ord,  Baltimore,  Bladensburg,  Georgetown, 
Alexandria,  Colchester,  Dumfries,  Fredericksburg, 
Bowling  Green.  Hanover  court-house,  Richmond, 
Petersburg,  Halifax,  Tarborough,  Smithfield,  Fay- 
etteville,  New  Bridge  over  Drowning  creek,  Che- 
raw  court-house,  Camden,  Statesborough,  Colum- 
bia, Cambridge,  Augusta,  and  Savannah. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
cross  posts,  pointed  out  in  the  bill ;  agreed  to  some, 


altered  others,  introduced  soihe  additional  ones, 
and  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  le^ve 
to  sit  again. 

FaiDAT,  December  9. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  apportioning  Representatives  among  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,**  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  establishing 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
SUtes. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed,  several  mo- 
tions for  additional  routes  of  the  post  were  made, 
lengthy  debates  ensued ;  some  of  the  motions  were 
rejected,  and  others  agreed  to.  The  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress;  and  then  the  House 
adjourned  tiU  Mondlay. 


•  MoNBAT,  December  12. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aoeompany- 
ing  his  report  on  the  memorial  of  George  Webb^ 
rei^rred  to  him,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  House, 
of  the  twenty-fourth  of  February  last ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Northumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pra}ring 
that  80  much  of  an  act,  passed  at  the  last  session, 
imposing  a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  as  respects  the  duty  on  spirits  di»- 
tilled  from  materials  the  growth  or  produce  of  the 
United  States,  mar  be  repealed.  Referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Ireasary,  for  his  information. 

A  petition  of  Charies  Hateley,  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  an  exclusive  prior  right  of  patent 
may  be  reserved  to  him  in  a  machine,  which  he 
luu  invented,  for  whitening  or  cleansing  rice; 
provided  he  shall,  within  «  reasonable  time,  com- 
ply  with  the  requisites  of  the  kw,  in  snch  casei. 
Referred  to  the^  Secretary  of  State  for  his  infor- 
mation. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  tiie  United  States : 

Gtntienun  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  House  of  Eepreeentativee : 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  communicate  to  von 
the  information  received  from  Maior  General  St  Clair, 
of  the  misfortune  which  has  be&Uen  tiie  troops  under 
his  command. 

Although  tiie  national  loss  Is  considerable,  acoprding 
to  the  seale  of  the  event,  yet  it  may  be  repaired  withoat 
great  difficulty,  excepting  as  to  the  brave  men  who  have 
udlen  on  the  occasion,  and  who  are  a  subject  of  public 
as  well  as  private  regret. 

A  farther  communication  will  shortiy  be  noade  of  all 
such  matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  the  legis- 
lature to  judge  of  the  future  measures  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  pursue.         GEORQE  WASHINQTON. 

UmTXD  Statxs,  December  12, 1791. 
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The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  fixing 
the  fature  number  of  Representatives. 

The  first  amendment,  to  increase  the  ratio  to 
thirty-three  thousand,  being  read, 

Mr.  Gbrrt  obserred,  tmtt  the  bill  had  passed 
both  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  House, 
bj  a  large  minority.  The  principle,  as  he  was  in- 
formed, on  wmch  the  amendment  had  taken  place 
in  the  Senate,  was  to  reduce  the  fractions  which 
would  result  from  the  ratio  proposed  by  the  House ; 
but  he  said  this  difficulty  had  been  fully  considered 
in  the  House.  The  representation,  every  body 
knows,  is  now  unequal,  and  it  must  be  submitted 
to  for  two  years  longer ;  and  now  it  is  proposed, 
at  that  period,  to  deprive  the  people  of  that  repre- 
sentation to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  Con- 
stitution. He  thought  that  it  was  extraordinary, 
after  the  ratio  proposed  in  the  bill  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  oy  so  large  a  majority,  a  propo- 
sition to  alter  it  should  have  been  agitated  and 
carried  in  the  Senate.  Till  some  better  reason 
than  he  had  heard  assigned  should  be  offered,  he 
should  be  against  ooncurringwith  the  Senate ;  he 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  House  disagree  to  the 
amendment  of  tiie  Senate.  The  motion  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  LzvBBMOBB  was  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  He  enlarged  on  the  inequality  in  the 
representation  from  the  great  fractional  numbers 
which  would  result  from  the  ratio  of  thirty  thou- 
sand. He  was  fully  of  opinion  that  the  public 
business  could  be  full  as  well  transacted  by  one 
hundred  and  five  members,  the  number  which 
would  be  produced  bv  a  ratio  of  thirty-three  thou- 
sand, as  by  one  hundred  and  twelve  or  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  the  number  arising  from  the 
ratio  of  thirty  thousand. 

Mr.  Bbnson  said,  there  was  one  idea  which,  if 
it  had  been  considered  in  time,  might  have  been 
adopted,  and  would  perhaps  have  given  very  gene- 
ral satisfaction :  and  that  is,  that  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  shall  amount  to  a  certain 
number,  according  to  the  whole  number  of  the 
people,  say  one  to  thirty  thousand.  This  would 
have  given  a  surplus  number  which  might  have 
been  assigned  to  those  States  that  have  the  largest 
fractional  numbers.  He  had  formerly  voted  for 
thirty  thousand,  but  as  the  principle  of  equalitv 
was  more  particularly  attended  to  in  the  amend- 
ment, he  should  now  vote  for  the  ratio  proposed 
by  the  Senate.  He  observed,  some  States  are  sta- 
tionaiy ;  the  increased  representation  of  the  larger 
States,  when  once  established,  never  will  be  rece- 
ded fit>m.  This  ought  to  be  taken  into  serious 
consideration. 

Mr.  Madisor  observed,  that  the  idea  of  dimi- 
nishing the  fractional  parts  appears  to  be  the  only 
reason  for  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  Senate. 
The  aggregate  of  these  fractions  only  has  been 
taken  into  consideration ;  but,  he  said,  if  the  frac- 
tions of  any  particular  States  will  be  augmented 


by  the  amendment,  which  would  be  the  case,  he 
conceived  that  the  argument  amounted  to  no  pwd 
reason  for  agreeing  to  it;  and  this,  he  said,  woqM 
evidentiy  be  the  fiict 

Mr.  WnxiAKsoif  was  opposed  to  a  concmrencc. 
He  observed,  in  general,  that  the  operation  of  thi 
amendment  was  to  diminish  the  ntictiona  to  the 
Eastward,  and  increase  those  to  the  Soathwari 
The  Southern  States  had  suffered  so  much  under 
the  harrow  of  speculation,  that  he  hoped  no  mea- 
sure would  be  adopted  to  lessen  the  means  of  b- 
fonnation  to  the  people  of  those  States,  by  deoj- 
ing  them  that  proportion  in  the  representation  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  He  regretted  that  some 
of  the  Southern  States  were  not  fully  represented 
at  this  time  in  the  Senate :  he  thought  it  probable, 
had  it  been  otherwise,  tnat  a  different  dectaon 
would  have  taken  place. 

Mr.  Whitb  observed  that  the  amendment  woold 
operate  generally  a^nst  the  lai^r  States. 

Mr.  SinowicK  differed  from  those  opposed  to 
the  amendment  In  his  statements  respecting  the 
fractional  parts  to  be  produced  by  tiiirty-three 
thousand,  he  said  they  were  fewer  on  the  whole 
than  would  result  from  any  other  number  between 
thirty  and  forbr  thousand,  and  those  numbers  both 
included;  and  this  figures  would  demoostnte. 
Hence  he  deduced  a  greater  degree  of  equilitf, 
and  relative  justice  between  the  several  parts  of 
the  Union.  He  disclaimed  all  local  motives,  and 
suggested  the  propriety  of  gentiemen  foibcaring 
any  imputations  of  that  kind,  as  totally  alien  from 
the  subject 

Mr.  fiouniNOT  defended  the  amendment,  and 
observed  that  the  Senate  were  in  the  legal  exe^ 
cise  of  their  office  when  they  passed  it,  and  had 
most  undoubtedly  a  right  so  to  do.  He  rnd  seTenl 
calculations  to  show  that  the  aggregate  of  the  frac- 
tions would  be  reduced  upwards  of  ninety  thou- 
sand, by  a  ratio  of  thirty-three  thousand,  and  that 
the  f^'actions  in  every  State,  except  one,  would  be 
diminished  also  by  it  He  adverted  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  Southern  States  deriving  so  great  an 
advantage  from  the  Representatives  they  are  en- 
tided  to  by  reason  of  their  possessing  slaves;  and 
though  he  would  not  do  any  thing  which  would 
interfere  with  the  Constitution  on  that  point,  eTcry 
dictate  of  justice  and  equality  was  opposed  to 
giving  an  unnecessary  ana  undue  advantage  to  the 
Southern  States  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  FiNDLXT  said,  he  had  expected  to  hear  some- 
thing new  on  the  subject,  to  induce  an  alteration 
in  the  opinion  of  the  muse,  but  had  heard  nothing. 
Fractions  were  fully  considered  before,  both  in  the 
House  and  in  the  Committee.  This  he  considered 
as  one  of  the  lesser  matters  pertaining  to  the  sub- 
ject The  best  way  would  have  been  to  have  set- 
tied  the  ratio  without  knowing  the  numbers  of  the 
people  in  the  several  States ;  though  that  could 
not  be  done,  as  the  numbers  are  known,  yet  be  said 
he  had  made  it  the  rule  of  his  conduct  in  TOting. 
The  principle  being  established,  there  will  be  no 
room  for  combinations,  nor  any  ground  for  com- 
plaints and  reproaches  respecting  either  Southern 
or  Northern  interests.  He  was  for  adhering  to  the 
principle  as  that  contemplated  In  the  Constitu- 
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Uon~4uid  this  he  conceived  the  House  bad  don< 
tod  he  hoped  they  would  not  depart  from  it ;  and 
as  to  fractions,  in  competition  with  that  principle, 
he  considered  them  of  very  little  consequence.  Ob 
did  not  deny  but  a  smaller  number  of  Representa. 
tives  would  be  competent  to  doinff  .the  public  bu- 
siness; but  despatch  of  public  busmess,  and  a  Re- 
pablican  representation  of  the  people,  he  conceived 
were  dutinct  thinfifs;  he  therefore  should  have 
been  in  favor  of  a  larger  representaUon.  He  con- 
troverted the  riffht  01  the  Senate  to  decide  for  the 
House  in  re^ara  to  this  question — ^it  waa  not  a 
qnestion  of  ru^ht  and  privilege— it  appertains  prin- 
cipally to  the  Representative  body.  He  then  con- 
sidered the  question  as  it  respected  the  Senate— 
and  be  thought  that  a  large  representation  was 
necessary  as  a  barrier  to  the  influence  of  that  body ; 
Dor  do  I,  said  he,  think  this  an  unreasonable  jeal- 
oosy,  when  the  constitution  of  human  nature  is 
eonaidered.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
ia  express  on  the  subject,  and  now  is  the  time  when 
the  people  ought  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the 
representation  of  one  to  thirty  thousand.  Another 
consideration  to  induce  a  large  representation,  he 
deduced  from  the  accumulation  of  money  capitals 
in  the  United  States,  which  have  been  increased 
beyond  all  parallel ;  the  influence  of  these  capitals 
will  find  its  way  into  the  House.  He  hoped  no 
alteration  would  be  made  in  the  determination  of 
the  majority  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Goodhue  said,  the  difference  between  the 
resalt  of  the  two  ratios  was  so  small,  that  he  did 
not  conceive  it  would  constitute  a  sufficient  reason 
for  disagreeing  to  the  amendment  He  stated  Uiat 
the  differenee  between  the  Southern  and  Northern 
States,  on  the  ratio  of  thhrty  thousand,  was  beyond 
all  reason  in  favor  of  the  Southern  States ;  whereas 
the  diiOTerence  on  that  of  thirty-three  thousand  was 
very  small  indeed,  in  favor  of  the  Northern  States ; 
which  evidently  demonstrated  that  the  principle 
of  equality  was  involved  in  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HiLLHousK  stated  various  particulars  to  show 
the  inequalitv  of  the  representation  by  thirty  thou- 
aand,  particularly  as  it  respects  the  smaller  States. 
He  said  he  rejoiced  that  the  Senate  had  given  their 
opinion  on  the  subject;  they  had  a  right  to  do  it; 
they  are  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  on 
this  question  are  probably  more  impartial  judges 
than  this  House. 

Mr.  Gkrrt  still  supported  his  motion  for  a  disa- 
greement. He  stated  a  case  to  show  that  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  population,  a  State  at  the  next 
enameration,  which  now  contains  three  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand,  will  then  have  a  much  larger 
fraction,  by  a  ratio  of  thirty-three  thousand,  than 
any  now  contemplated.  He  supposed  the  Senate 
had  a  different  interest  in  this  matter  from  that 
of  the  House.  The  larger  States  not  being  repre- 
sented in  the  Senate,  and  the  representation  of 
those  States  which  are  stationary,  or  nearly  so, 
l>eing  full— is  the  reason  of  this  proposed  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  Ames  observed,  that  he  thought  the  only 
qaestion  was  to  consider  whether  the  bill,  as  sent 
from  this  House,  waa  a  proper  one ;  for,  as  to  a 


smaller  or  larger  representation,  he  considered  all 
debate  on  that  precluded,  as  the  only  difference 
waa  between  one  hundred  and  five  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen.  He  then  entered  into  a  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  as  it  respects  equality ;  he 
asserted  that  the  bill  was  not  only  improper  as  un- 
equal, but  was  also  unconstitutional.  To  show 
the  inequality  of  the  bill,  he  observed  that  Virginia, 
with  six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  inhabitants, 
would  have  as  many  members  as  six  of  the  smaller 
States,  whose  aggregate  numbers  exceeded  those 
of  Vir^nia  upwaitls  of  seventy  thousand.  This 
inequality  amounted  to  a  direct  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  which  expressly  declares  that  repre- 
sentation and  taxation  shall  be  according  to  num- 
bers. He  amplified  this  idea,  by  showing  how  it 
would  operate,  if  strictly  adhered  to  in  the  assess- 
ment of  taxes. 

Mr.  Williamson  still  contended,  that  the  deduc- 
tion from  the  bill  was  two  members  from  the 
Eastern  and  four  from  the  Southern  States,  which 
plainly  showed  that  the  amendment  was  in  favor 
of  the  Eastern  States;  and  added,  that  if  the  South- 
ern States  had  been  represented  in  the  Senate,  the 
but  would  not  have  been  sent  back. 

Mr.  NiLKS  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  was  to  strike  out 
rnie  after  the  word  **  Delaware,**  and  to  insert  tvo. 
This  he  was  influenced  to  move,  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  manifest  inequality  of  the  represent- 
ation of  that  State,  compared  with  that  of  other 
States,  particularly  Virginia.  He  had  no  doubt, 
from  the  justice  of  the  nonse,  that  if  the  amend- 
ment he  proposed  was  not  directly  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  it  would  be  agreed  to.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  the  Constitution,  and  read  the  passage 
respecting  representaUon  and  taxation,  wluch  are 
to  be  apportioned  according  to  numbers.  He  ob- 
served that  there  were  evidently  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  sentence,  these  words,  as  nearly  as  may 
oe — ^with  this  explanation  added,  he  went  on  to 
show  that  the  pnnciple  of  equality  would  be  more 
strictly  adherea  to,  by  admitting  his  amendment, 
than  by  rejecting  it^ror  if  Delaware  contains  fifty- 
eight  thousand  inhabitants,  twenty-eight  thousand 
were  certainly  nearer  to  thirty-three  thousand,  than 
thirty-three  thousand  were  to  fifty-eight  thousand. 
He  recited  other  passages  of  the  Constitution,  to 
show  that  his  idea  waa  compatible  with  it 

Mr.  Behson  again  suggested  his  proposition  of 
apportioning  the  repreaentation  according  to  the 
whole  population.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  large 
representation.  The  principle  advanced  by  toe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Futdlet)  waa 
undoubtedly  just,  that  a  large  representation  waa 
necessary  in  a  free  Government,  for  information 
and  security — ^this  piinciple  ia  not  to  be  disputed. 
And  with  respect  to  the  danger  from  corruption, 
undoubtedly  patronage  and  infiuence  would  creep 
in ;  but  he  conceived  that  danger  of  a  more  serious 
nature  was  to  be  apprehended  from  another  quar- 
ter. Gentlemen  had  mentioned  the  funding  sys- 
tem. In  questions  of  that  kind,  where  one  part  of 
the  Union  thought  themselves  the  only  sufferers, 
the  liberties  of  this  country  would  be  but  a  second- 
ary consideration.    For,  in  a  Republican  Govern- 
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ment,  the  majority  must  rule,  and  the  minority  must 
•ttbmit»  except  they  are  oppressed,  and  then  they 
liave  an  undoubted  right  to  resist. 

Mr.  Giles  defended  ^e  bill.  He  observed  that 
the  apparent  inequality  in  the  representation  of 
the  smaller  States,  was  rendered  equal  by  their 
representation  in  the  Senate.  He  enlarged  on  the 
idea  of  adhering^ to  the  amendment  proposed  to  the 
Constitution.  The  inequality  spoken  of  was,  in 
fkct»  in  favor  of  the  smaller  States.  He  adveited 
to  the  restive  spirit  in  some  of  the  States.  Some 
of  the  measures  of  Congress,  were  so  disliked,  that 
the  people  in  those  States  wished  themselves  sepa- 
rated from  the  Government  The  people  of  the 
State  from  which  he  came,  were  so  impressed  vnth 
the  idea  of  the  ratio  being  settled  agreeably  to  the 
bill,  that  he  really  feared  the  discontents  of  the 
people  there  would  be  increased  to  an  alarming 
degree,  should  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  be 
agreed  to. 

At  this  point  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  13. 

A  petition  of  John  Frederick  Amelunjp,  proprie- 
tor of  the  glass  manufactory,  at  New  Bremen,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  the  patronage  of  Confess  to  his 
undertaking,  and  that  Government  will  asust  him 
with  a  loan  of  money,  or  other  mea,ns,  to  further  the 
same. 

OrcUred^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  James  Wilson,  and  others,  in 
behalf  of  the  Land  Companies  of  the  Illinois  and 
Oubache,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  to  be  permitted  to  exhibit  the  titles  of  the 
Companies  to  certain  Western  lands,  heretofore 
j^orchased  by  the  said  Companies,  under  Uie  sanc- 
tion of  lawful  authority ;  and  also  to  make  certain 
proposals  for  a  reasonable  compromise,  between 
them  and  the  United  States.  Referred  to  Mr. 
LiYBRMORB,  Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  and  Mr.  Clark;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

OmUUmen  of  th4  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hauee  of  BepreeenioHvee : 

I  place  before  you  the  pisn  of  a  Oity  that  has  been 
laid  out  within  the  District  of  Ten  MUea  Square,  whidi 
was  fixed  upon  for  the  Permanent  Beat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UimsD  Statis,  December  18, 1*791. 

APPORTIONMENT   BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments,  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill 
**  apportioning  Representatives  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States." 

Some  debate  having  taken  place  respecting  the 
regularity  of  a  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Bsksoh, 
for  apportioning^  among  the  different  States  (ac- 
cording to  their  respective  numbers)  the  whole 


number  of  Representatives  produced  by  the  gross 
amount  of  the  aggregate  population  of  the  Uohed 
States. 

Mr.  Skdgwick  moved  to  amend  the  Senate's 
amendment  by  inserting  two  members  for  the  State 
of  Delaware,  instead  of  one. 

In  favor  of  this  motion,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
injury  arising  fVom  unrepresented  fractions  of 
population  is  more  severely  felt  by  the  smaller 
than  by  the  larger  States,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  to  which  the  bill  allowed  bat 
one  representative  for  69,000  inhabitants,  whilst 
the  larger  States  would  be  much  better  represeoU 
ed,  as  their  fractions  would  be  divided  among  s 
greater  number  of  Representatives.  By  the  amend- 
ment proposed  to  the  Constitution,  a  latitude  was 
given  to  Congress  in  this  particular,  allowing  them 
either  to  applv  the  ratio  to  the  aggregate  amount 
of  the  general  population,  and  then  to  apportion 
the  representation  to  the  different  States,  as  nearly 
as  they  could  approach  the  ratio  once  established, 
or  to  applv  the  ratio  to  the  population  of  each 
State ;  ana  if,  in  case  of  applying  the  ratio  to  the 
aggregate  number  of  the  inhanitants  of  the  United 
States,  tl)e  number  of  Representatives  was  fouod 
to  be  exactly  one  hundred,  it  appeared  doubtfal 
whether  Congress  could  well  avoid  adopting  the 
former  mode;  otherwise,  it  would  be  impo&Jble 
to  apportion  the  representation  to  the  population 
with  exact  precision.  Even  if  the  United  States 
were  to  be  divided  into  districts  of  thirty  thonsand 
inhabitants  each,  there  would  still  remain  a  fraction, 
and  inequality,  somewhere  or  other,  must  be  the 
consequence. 

In  the  bill,  it  was  said,  a  manifest  inequality  ap> 
peared,  as  it  allowed  Virginia  to  elect  twenty-one 
Representatives,  whereas,  according  to  the  pro- 
portion which  her  population  bears  to  that  of  the 
United  States  in  general,  she  Is  entitled  only  to 
nineteen.  The  Constitution  has  said  that  **•  Repre> 
sentatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their  re- 
spective numbers."  But  if  taxation  were  to  be 
apportioned  in  the  same  manner  as  the  represent- 
ation is  by  the  bill,  the  inequalitv  would  be  stri- 
king, and  such  as  never  would  be  submitted  to. 
Rhode  Island,  for  instance,  being  represented  by 
two  members,  would  have  to  pay  $60,000 ;  whilst 
Delaware,  having  but  a  single  Representative, 
would  pay  only  $30,000,  although  the  difference 
of  population  is  so  small  between  those  two  States 
—Rhode  Island  having  only  about  68,000  inhabi- 
tants, whilst  69,000  are  found  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware.  The  time  may  come  when  the  safety  and 
good  order  of  Government  will  require  the  impo- 
sition of  direct  taxes.  But  how  can  any  such 
taxes  be  laid  without  a  new  census  and  a  just  ap- 
portionment of  the  representation  ?  Before  these 
steps  could  be  taken  the  measure  might  be  too 
late ;  and  it  would  be  unwise  in  the  present  Con- 
gress to  pass  any  law  that  may,  at  a  future  day, 
deprive  the  House  of  one  of  its  constitutional  pow- 
ers— the  power  of  laying  direct  taxes.  It  was  far- 
ther observed,  that  the  Constitution  itself  did  not 
seem  to  exact  so  rigid  an  observance  of  the  ratio 
as  to  require  that  any  State  should  be  deprived  of 
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1  RepresentttiTe  merely  on  account  of  a  trifling 
deficieocj  in  the  number  of  inhabitants.  It  ap- 
peared Tisibly  to  contempUte  such  a  deficiency, 
and  that  there  might  be  States  whose  entire  popu- 
lation would  not  amount  to  the  ratio  that  might 
be  fixed,  on.  Still,  it  had  provided  that  such  States 
should  not  remain  unrepresented ;  but  that,  how- 
erer  email  the  population  may  be,  *'each  State 
shall  have  at  least  one  Representative.*'  The  Con- 
TentioQ  themselves,  who  framed  the  Constitution, 
were  not  such  scmpoloiis  observers  of  trifling 
fractional  differences,  when  they  apportioned  the 
representation ;  for,  although  by  the  estimate  of 
population,  which  was  the  ground  of  the  appor^ 
tionment,  the  State  of  New  Jersey  was,  strictly 
speaking,  entitled  only  to  three  members ;  vet,  as 
she  had  a  large  fraction  remaining,  she  was  allowed 
four. 

In  opposition  to  the  proposed  amendment,  it 
was  said  that  the  Constitution  never  contemplated 
a  minute  attention  to  fractions;  that  the  weight 
given  to  the  smaller  States  in  the  Senate  was  a 
concession,  to  compensate  for  any  inequality  that 
thej  might  be  subject  to  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature ;  tnat  the  Constitution  points  out 
the  apportionment  according  to  their  respective 
numbers  of  the  several  States ;  that  to  allow  a  Re- 
presentative to  be  chosen  by  a  less  number  than 
thirty  thousand,  would  be  an  open  violation  of  the 
express  words  of  the  Constitution.  Even  if  it 
Tere  not  unconstitutional,  yet  it. never  could,  as  a 
permanent  rule,  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  intended.  The  same  difHcuUy  would  again 
recur  on  other  occasions ;  for,  if  it  were  laid  down 
as  a  rule,  that  an  additional  member  should  be  al- 
lowed only  for  a  fraction  above  flfty  per  cent,  it 
might  happen  that  there  would  be  found  in  one 
State  a  fraction  of  15,001  inhabitants,  and  tn  ano- 
ther the  precise  number  of  15,000.  Suppose  the 
State  of  Delaware  to  be  in  the  latter  predicament, 
she  would  have  a  representation  of  only  one  mem- 
ber for  45,000  inhabitants,  whilst  another  State, 
whose  fraction  was  15,001,  would  be  represented  in 
the  ratio  of  one  member  for  less  than  80,000. 

The  Constitution  directs  that  taxation  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  individuals  in  the  several 
States ;  whereas  representation  fs  to  be  apportion- 
ed to  classes  of  thirty  thousand  in  each  State,  and 
this  according  to  a  census  first  actually  taken. 
Hence,  as  the  one  apportionment  was  intended  to 
operate  upon  States,  and  the  other  upon  individu- 
al citizens,  any  difference  in  the  apportionment 
could  never  curtail  the  authority  of  the  Government 
with  respect  to  taxation.  As  to  the  inequality 
said  to  arise  from  one  large  State  having  as  many 
Kepresencatives  as  six  smaller  States,  any  argu- 
ment drawn  from  that  circumstance  must  lose  its 
force,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  six  lesser 
States,  sending  twelve  members  into  the  Senate, 
possess  three-sevenths  of  the  whole  governmental 
mfluence  of  that  body,  (which  is  much  more  con- 
siderable than  that  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atires,]  whereas  the  large  State,  having  only  two 
members,  can  possess  but  one-fourteenth  part  of 
the  Senatorial  influence.  The  circumstance  ope- 
rates to  the  disadvantage  of  the  largest  State,  and 


in  favor  of  the  smaller  ones,  which  have,  there- 
fore, no  reason  to  complain  of  an  inequality  that 
exists  but  in  idea ;  or  if  it  does  exist  at  all,  bears 
heavier  on  the  lar|^r  State,  to  which  a  small  ad- 
vantage in  the  House  of  Representatives  can 
hardly  be  deemed  a  sufficient  compensation  for 
the  loss  it  must  necessarily  suffer  in  the  Senate. 
The  proposed  amendment  would  but  increase  that 
inequality,  by  giving  a  greater  proportion  of  in- 
fluence to  the  smaller  States,  which  already  pos- 
sess more  than  their  due  share  of  it,  and  derive 
this  advantage  fi*om  the  very  circumstance  which 
is  complained  of  as  productive  of  inequality  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  On  a  former  occasion, 
a  proposition  has  been  made  to  correct  that  sup- 
peced  inequality,  b^  allowing  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware two  membm  m  the  House.  It  was  made  «t 
a  time  when  no  local  interests  could  be  sup- 
posed to  influence  the  decision ;  and  it  was  then 
declared  to  be  unconstitutional,  unless  that  State 
should  be  found  to  contain  sixty  thousand  inhabit- 
ants. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Sbdowick'b 
amendment,  was  lost 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
Senate's  amendment,  and  passed  al«)  in  ue  nega- 
tive; after  which,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported accordingly. 


Wednesday,  December  14. 

Mr.  Sedowiok,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  certain  propositions  of  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas 
Campbell ;"  and  the  same,  being  twice  read,  were 
agreed  ta 

APPORTIONMKNT  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  Representa- 
tion bUI.  It  was  moved,  that  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate,  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon,  be  recommit- 
ted to  a  Conamittee  of  the  Whole  House ;  and  on 
the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Vmiif  o  moved  this  amendment — ^to  strike  out 
"  thirty-three  thousand,'*  and  to  insert : 

"That  Representatives  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  as  follow :  that  is  to  say,  New  Hampshire 
shall  choose  five,  Massachusetts  sixteen,  Connecticut 
eight,  Rhode  Island  two,  Vermont  three,  New  Tork< 
eleven.  New  Jersey  six,  Pennsylvania  fonrteen,  Dela- 
ware two,  Maryland  nine,  Virginia  twenty-one,  Ken- 
tucky two,  North  Oarolina  twelve,  Georgia  two.** 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  it 
passed  in  the  negative.  The  Committee  then  rose, 
and  the  Chairman  reported. 

Mr.  Virnifo  renewed  his  motion  in  the  House; 
where  it  was  again  negatived — ayes  28,  noes  87. 
And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
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ment  of  the  Senate,  the  yeu  and  nays  being  de- 
manded, it  passed  in  the  negative.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  as  follow : 

TBia.*-MeMrs.  Fiaher  Amet,  Robert  Bainwell,  Eg^ 
bert  Benaoo,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Shearjaihab  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Olark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Tho- 
mas Fitsaimona,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Oordon,  Thomas  Hartiey^James  Hillhouse,Isr&fll 
Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Samuel  Liv- 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremish 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
Peter  Sy  Wester,  George  Thatcher,  John  Yining,  Jere- 
mish Wadiworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats.— Messra  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, John  Brown,  William  Findlev,  Elbridge  Gerry, 
William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  ^Tilliam  Barry  Grove, 
Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Ridiard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frede- 
rick Augustus  Mtthlenbeig,  William  Vans  Murray,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Oomcdius  0.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua 
Seney,  Upton  Sheridbe,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Bumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abranam  Venable,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexan- 
der White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Fiancis  Willis. 

The  second  amendment,  after  the  words  *'  South 
Carolina,"  to  strike  out  **  State"  and  insert  ''  dis- 
trict," was  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 


Thubsdat,  December  15. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  *'  For  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  YiNiMG^s  motion  for  striking  out  the  second 
section,  which  empowers  the  Postmaster  General 
to  establish  additional  post  roads,  for  the  purpose 
of  substituting  a  clause,  making  it  his  duty  to  re- 
port to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  such  cross 
post  roads  as  may  appear  necessary,  with  inform- 
ation respecting  the  amount  of  the  income  of  the 
Department,  and  the  expense  of  such  additional 
post  roads,  was  taken  into  consideration.  After 
some  debate,  the  second  section  was  struck  out ; 
and  the  substitute  being  withdrawn,  a  clause  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  FnzsmoNs,  in  lieu  thereof  em- 
powering the  Postmaster  (General,  under  certain 
restrictions,  to  form  contracts  for  extending  the 
line  of  posts,  was  adopted.  The  Committee  then 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  was  receiyed  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  taken  into  con* 
sideratibn  their  first  amendment  to  the  Represent- 
ation Bill,  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  do  insist  thereon. 


Friday,  December  16. 

A  petition  of  Robert  M*Culloch  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  prayine  to  receiye  certain 
arrears  of  pay  as  a  soldier ;  and,  also,  relief  in  con- 
sideration of  wounds  receiyed  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war,  which  haye 
rendered  him  incapable  of  obtaining  a  liyeUhood  by 
labor.    Also, 


A  petition  of  Joseph  Liplong,  assignee  of  Dixon 
Nailor,  who  is  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John 
Nailor,  deceased,  praying  a  liauidation  and  pay- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  said  John  Nailor,  for 
pay  and  depreciation  for  his  services,  as  a  soldier 
m  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  Iste 
war.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolyed  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wh<Me  House,  on  the  bill  **  for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  th« 
United  States." 

fThe  foUowtDg  is  ft  MHideiiMd  view  of  the  ■rguBMita  mad*  «■ 
striking  oat  the  section  which  gives  to  membeis  tbe  privfltgi 
of  ItaAking.] 

When  the  bill  under  consideration  is  once  passed 
into  a  law,  it  is  presumable  that  no  gentleman  wiB 
eyer  ask  a  memoer  to  frank  for  him,  as  he  cannot 
grant  the  request  consistently  with  his  honor ;  tbe 
apprehension  entertained  of  tne  existence  of  abuses, 
and  of  their  increasing  with  the  increase  of  num- 
bers, would  be  an  argument  equally  yalid  against 
eyery  law ;  for  no  law  can  be  mmed,  as  that  the 
people  will  not  find  means  to  eyade  it     But  still 
the  Legislature  will  haye  the  power  of  correcting 
the  abuses,  as  soon  as  discoyered,  by  passing  nev 
laws  to  check  them.    The  committee,  who  drafted 
the  bill,  had  before  them  all  the  acts  of  the  British 
Legislature,  respecting  the  post  office;  they  saw 
the  abuses  and  how  they  had  been  remedied  ;  and 
with  such  light  to  guide  their  steps,  they  had  pro- 
ceeded in  the  execution  of  their  task.    The  priyi- 
lege  of  franking  they  had  introduced  into  the  biH, 
upon  mature  consideration ;  to  take  it  away  would 
be  leyeling  a  deadly  stroke  at  the  liberhr  of  the 
press ;  the  information  conyeyed  by  franks,  may 
be  considered  as  the  yital  juices,  and  the  dbanneb ! 
of  the  post  office  as  the  yeins ;  and  if  these  are  | 
stopped,  the  body  must  be  destroyed ;  it  is  tread- ; 
ing  on  dangerous  ground,  to  take  any  measures  I 
that  may  stop  the  channels  of  public  information, 
especially  of  that  which   relates    to  matters    inj 
which  tne  people  are  interested ;  to  check  the  dr- 1 
culation  eyen  of  foreign  intelligence  may  be  dao-i 
gerous ;  but  it  is  highly  so,  to  depriye  the  people 
of  information  respecting   the  measures  of   tbe 
Qeneral  Qoyernment;  nor  ought  the  menfbers  to 
complain  of  being  obliged  to  read  so  many  letters 
and  petitions  as  come  to  their  hands  in   conse- 
quence of  the  exemption  from  postage.     If  any 
gentleman  Uiou^ht  this  a  heayy  task,  he  ought  to! 
remember  that  it  was  only  his  duty,  and  a  ta^| 
which  eyery  member  had  undertaken  when  he  ac-^ 
cepted  a  seat  in  the  House. 

The  priyilege  of  franking  was  granted  to  thd 
members,  not  as  a  personal  adyantt^  (for  in  &c^ 
it  proyed  rather  a  burden,)  but  as  a  benefit  to  their 
constituents,  who,  by  means  of  it,  deriye  informal 
tion  from  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  giye  itj 
as  they  are  the  persons  chosen  to  administer  the 
General  Cloyernment  The  members  also  receiye 
useful  information  through  the  same  channeL 
When  the  impost  law  and  the  excise  law  were 
under  consideration,  many  persons,  who  were  bet^ 
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present  Goremment;  for  wherever  the  newspa- 
pers had  extended,  or  even  the  correspondence  of 
the  members,  no  opposition  had  been  made  to 
the  laws;  whereas,  toe  contrary  was  experienced 
in  those  parts  to  which  the  information  had  not 
penetrated ;  and  even  there,  the  opposition  ceased, 
as  soon  as  the  principles  on  whicn  the  laws  had 
been  passed,  were  made  known  to  the  people. 
As  long  as  the  privilege  can  be  thus  used  for  the 

general  Mlvantage  of  the  citizens,  it  ought  not  to 
e  relinquished  Jby  the  members  merely  through 
fear  of  its  being  thought  a  personal  privilege ;  it 
might  be  confined  to  members  actual^  attending 
the  session;  they  might  be  obliged  to  write  the 
whole  superscription,  and  even  to  add  the  date. 
In  short,  the  wisdom  of  the  House,  it  was  hoped, 
would  prevent  all  the  evils  apprehended  from  it, 
and  retain  the  advantages. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  for 
withdrawing  the  privilege  from  the  memben,  it 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  85. 


ter  acquainted  with  the  operation  of  sucb  laws, 
transmitted  to  the  House  much  valuable  informal 
tioD  on  those  subjects;  and  to  such  information 
the  Houm  ought  ever  to  be  open ;  as,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  motives  for  adoptmg  certain  measures, 
oaght  alwavs  to  be  explained  to  influential  cha- 
racters in  the  different  parts  of  the  Union.  Such 
oondact  will  produce  the  most  salutary  effects  in 
recondltng  the  people  to  the  measures  of  Govem- 
meot,  when  the  pnnciples  upon  which  every  law 
is  framed,  are  explained  to  them,  as  well  by  the 
correspondence  of  the  members,  as  by  their  de- 
bates, published  in  the  newspapers.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  members  to  disperse  the  newspapers  among 
those  people  who  cannot,  perhaps,  otherwise  ob- 
tain them,  under  the  protection  of  franks.  Even 
along  the  post  roads,  the  common  packets  of  news- 
papers are  not  safe  from  depredation ;  but  when 
once  they  get  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  coun- 
tiT,  there  is  hardly  any  chance  of  their  escaping ; 
whereas,  under  cover  of  a  fi«nk,  they  are  sure  to 
reach  their  destination  in  safety. 

If  the  privilege  were  confined,  during  the  ses- 
sion, to  letters  sent  from  and  received  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  the  members  limited  to  their  own 
letters,  and  obliged  to  write  the  whole  superscrip- 
tion, the  increase  of  the  apprehended  abuses  would 
be  prevented;  if  it  were  further  restricted,  by 
limiting  it  to  those  letters  onlv  that  are  sent  to  or 
come  from  the  State  to  which  tne  member  belongs, 
this  would  convince  the  people,  that  the  privilege 
was  intended  for  the  benefit,  not  of  the  members, 
but  of  their  constituents. 

Further,  it  was  observed,  that  every  argument, 
which  might  be  adduced  in  fiivor  of  withdrawing 
the  pririlege  fix>m  the  members  of  Congress,  might 
be  used  with  eoual  force  in  the  cases  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice  Presiaent,  and  every  other  public  officer, 
mentioned  in  the  same  section.  If  the  allowance 
of  six  dollars  per  day  was  a  reason  for  subjecting 
the  members  to  the  payment  of  postege,  every 
poblic  officer  ought  also,  on  the  same  principle,  to 
pay  for  his  letters,  as  they  were  all  compensated 
with  equal  liberalitv.  If  abuses  were  apprehend- 
ed from  the  members,  others  were  as  likely  to 
introduce  tiiem  as  they ;  if  an  increase  of  revenue 
was  contemplated,  the  postage  of  all  letters  to  and 
from  the  President  the  Vice  President,  the  Secre- 
taries of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Department 
of  War,  &C.,  would  contribute  to  that  mcrease ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  those  gentlemen  must  have 
their  compensations  increased,  if  their  letters  were 
to  be  taxed ;  for  they  could   not  be  expected  to 

ey  for  them  at  their  own  expense.  If  the  privi- 
je  can  be  guarded  against  abuse,  with  respect 
to  those  officers,  it  can  also  be  guarded  in  the  case 
of  members  of  Congress. 

The  establishment  of  the  post  office  is  agreed  to 
be  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  conveyance  of 
information  into  every  part  of  the  Union ;  and  a 
greater  portion  of  ^t  bad  been  conveyed  into 
many  of  the  interior  parte  of  the  countrv,  by  the 
newspapers  sent  by  the  members  of  the  House, 
than  could  be  conveyed  by  other  means,  excepting 

on  the  main  roads  on  which  stages  go.    That  in-  .     .        u    i  .n  . 

formation  had  proved  highly  serviceable  to  the  I  we  have  not  pursued  the  ConstituUon,  the  bill  is 


MoxvAT,  December  19. 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
sent  from  the  Senate  on  Thursday  last,  notifying 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  apportioning  Representetives  among  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  sevml  Stetes,  according  to  the  first 
Enumeration  ;*'  and  the  said  amendment  being  read, 
as  follows : 

**  Strike  out  the  firat  section  and  substitute  the  fol- 
lowmg : 

**Be  it  enaeUd  by  the  8enat$  ond  Mouu  of  Rifin- 
Bentativei  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Con- 
grett  ateimbted,  That,  from  and  after  the  8d  day  of 
March,  1798,  and,  until  otherwise  prorided  lor  by  law,  the 
House  of  Representetives  shall  be  composed  of  Members 
who  shall  have  been  chosen  by  the  People  of  the  several 
Stetes,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Representative  for  eveir 
thirty  thousand  persons,  in  each  SUto,  oompoted  aceord- 
ing  to  the  rule  proscribed  by  the  Ooostitutioo  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stetes;  that  is  to  say,  from  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire four  members,  the  Stete  of  Massachusetts  four- 
teen, the  Stete  of  Connecticut  seven,  the  Stete  of  Rhode 
Island  two^  the  Stete  of  New  York  ten,  the  Stete  of  New 
Jersey  five,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  thirteen,  the  State 
of  Delaware  one,  the  Stete  of  Maryland  eiglit,  the  Stete 
of  Viiginia  nineteen,  the  Stete  of  Kentucky  t\Fo,  the 
Stete  of  North  Carolina  ten,  and  the  Stete  of  Qeorgia 
two  members  ;** 

Mr.  Ames  said,  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate,  though  a  single  proposition,  mvolvcs  two 
questions,  which  it  will  be  proper,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  discuss  distinctly. 

Is  the  bill  wrong,  as  the  House  passed  it  ?  and 
is  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Senate  fit  and 
proper? 

The  original  bill  gives  the  ratio  of  one  member 
to  thirty  thousand  persons,  and  proceeds  to  stete 


the  number  of  Representetives  which  the  rcspect- 

^  ^     ^    i?e  Stetes  shall  have  in  the  next  Congress.     If  in 

on  the  main  roads  on  which  stages  go.'   That  in*^    this  distribution  of  members  it  shall  appear  that 
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a  bad  one,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  concur  with  th« 
Senate,  at  least  in  striking  out  the  exceptionable 
part 

The  Constitution  directs  that  Representatives 
shall  be  apportioned  among  liie  seyeral  States  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  numbers.  The  whole 
number  of  Representatives  being  first  fixed,  they 
shall  be  apportioned  to  any  State  according  to  its 
census,  l^e  Ruie-of-Three  will  show  what  part 
of  the  representation  any  State  shall  have.  The 
wisdom  and  caution  of  the  Constitution  have  left 
very  little  to  Congress  in  this  affair.  Though  Con- 
gress is  to  apportion  the  members,  the  rule  of  ap- 
portionment is  fixed ;  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives will  be  one  hundred  and  twelve.  These  are 
to  be  apportioned  to  each  State  according  to  its 
numbers.  What  part  of  the  one  hundred  and 
twelve  members  will  Virginia  have  according  to  its 
people?  The  answer  is  easily  found.  Virginia, 
navmgsix  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  persons, 

S which  is  her  Federal  number,  afi;er  deducting  twe- 
lfths for  the  slaves,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tion,) is  entitled  to  nineteen  members.  The  bill 
gives  her  twenty-one.  Is  that  right?  Who  will 
say  that  the  words  or  meaning  of  the  Constitution 
are  pursued  ?  Are  the  Representatives,  then,  ap- 
portioned or  disproportioned  ?  We  may  believe 
the  result  of  figures.  The  sum  is  short  and  easy 
to  reckon.  Let  us  not,  then,  persist  in  a  measure 
which  palpably  violates  the  Constitution.  The 
argument  might  stop  here:  but,  to  show  how 
other  States  will  be  wronged  by  the  bill,  it  may  be 
well  to  proceed.  If  the  Constitution  had  been  si- 
lent— ^as  we  are  men,  common  sense  would  have 
told  us,  and  as  we  are  freemen  we  should  ba?e 
learned  from  our  habits  of  acting,  that  an  unequal 
representation  is  wrong.  But  the  Constitution  is 
not  silent;  and  yet  the  bill  gives  Virginia  twenty- 
one  members. 

The  States  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware, 
have  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  four 
hundred  and.  twenty -eight  persons,  and  they  will 
have  by  the  bill  only  twenty-one  members.  With 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  per- 
sons more  than  Virginia,  they  will  have  no  more 
members  than  that  single  State.  Thus  Virginia 
has  by  the  bill  two  members  more  than  her  due 
number  compared  with  the  whole  Union,  and  not 
less  than  four  as  it  respects  the  six  States  before 
mentioned. 

From  this  view  of  the  operation  of  the  bill  I 
draw  this  conclusion,  which  I  presume  is  antici- 
pated, that  the  proposed  distribution  of  Represent- 
atives is  neither  just  and  equal  in  itself,  nor  war- 
ranted by  the  Constitution.  If  further  evidence' 
of  this  injustice  should  be  demanded,  it  can  be 
furnished.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  are 
to  be  apportioned  by  the  same  rule ;  and  there  is 
a  manifest  proprietv  in  the  rule.  In  the  distribu- 
tion of  benefits  and  burdens,  the  Constitution  has 
wisely  excluded  this  means  and  temptation  to 
partiality. 

It  is  an  additional  security  to  our  propertv  that 
those  who  hold  the  power  are  made  to  feel  it 
when  they  exercise  it,  and  that  exactly  in  the  de- 


gree that  they  hold  it  Taxes  are  to  be  apportioned 
according  to  the  numbers  in  the  respective  States. 
It  would  not  be  allowed  by  the  Constitution  to 
use  one  rule  for  apportioning  taxes,  and  another 
for  the  members.  If  two  thmgs  are  to  be  com- 
pared with  a  third,  and  made  equal  to  it,  it  follows 
that  they  must  be  equal  to  each  other.  Let  os 
suppose  this  bill  to  have  become  a  law ;  and,  for 
the  more  plainly  showing  its  tendency,  let  us  sap- 
pose  Virginia  to  have  six  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  persons,  (her  true  number,)  and  twenty- 
one  members,  and  the  thirteen  States  to  have— as 
Delaware  actually  has — fifty-nine  thousand  per- 
sons each,  and  one  member  to  each  State ;  in  the 
whole  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-seTen 
thousand  persons :  let  us  suppose  a  tax  to  be  bud 
equal  to  one  dollar  for  each  person  in  the  fourteen 
States— that  is,  a  tax  of  $1,897,000— Virginia,  in 
point  of  justice,  and  by  the  Constitution,  should 
pay  only  according  to  her  numbers,  or  $680,000 ; 
yet  she  would  pav  twenty-one  parts  in  thirty-four, 
or  $1,007,000,  being  $377,000  more  than  her  pro- 
portion. Whether  with  twenty-one  members  in 
thirty-four  this  wrong  would  be  imposed  or  sub- 
mitted to,  is  not  my  question.  This  may  be  called 
an  extreme  case ;  yet  in  fact  Delaware,  New  Jer- 
sey, Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont, 
on  a  tax  equal  to  one  dollar  a  head,  would  atoid 
more  than  $160,000  of  their  just  proportion: 
the  justice  and  the  constitutionality  of  such  an 
apportionment  of  taxes  are  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing. 

Extraordinary  as  this  statement  may  seem,  it  is 
not  easy  to  show  an  authority  in  Congress  to  ap- 
portion a  tax  on  any  other  principle.  It  would 
not  do  to  deprive  a  State  of  its  proportion  of  mem- 
bers, and  yet  to  saddle  it  with  taxes  according  to 
numbers.  The  departure  from  the  rule  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  case  of  Representatives,  would  be 
rendered  both  more  flagrant  and  more  galling  bj 
an  adherence  to  it  in  the  imposition  of  taxes.  Such 
a  comment  upon  this  law  would  silence  its  advo- 
cates— such  an  execution  of  it  would  disfranchise 
the  sufferers.  But  this  is  not  the  country,  and  1 
trust  this  is  not  the  Government,  to  do  a  violence 
of  this  sort ;  therefore  no  tax  would  be  laid :  and 
yet,  unless  a  new  census  should  be  taken,  or 
a  new  law,  nt  least,  for  apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives should  be  passed,  Congress  might  be 
found  destitute  of  one  of  its  constitutional  &- 
bullies. 

The  gentlemen  who  vote  for  this  law  have  been 
importuned  to  defend  it  Anxious  as  we  are,  un- 
der the  fear  of  seeing  the  Constitution  and  our 
primary  civil  rin^hts  violated,  we  have  listened  to 
near  reasons  which  would  show  some  respect  for 
the  one  and  the  other.  It  is  needless  to  decide 
whether  men*s  passions  will  be  soothed,  or  their 
understandings  convinced,  by  an  argument  of  this 
kind:  that,  as  the  small  States  are  equally  with 
the  large  ones  represented  in  the  Senate,  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  bill  will  secure  to  Virginia  in 
the  Representative  branch  is  fit  and  proper,  and 
that  it  was  so  intended  by  the  Constxtntion.  Is 
one  inequality,  if  it  really  existed,  to  be  balanced 
by  another?     Because  the  Constitution  has  se- 
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cured  to  etch  State  an  equal  vote  in  the  Senate, 
are  we  at  liberty  to  make  a  new  Constitution  aa 
often  as  we  make  a  representation  law,  to  coun- 
terpoise it?  and  under  a  form  of  Government  con- 
trived to  secure  equal  liberty,  and  to  fix  right  above 
opidion,  are  the  measure  and  the  nature  of  this 
retribation  to  the  great  States  to  depend  on  our 
arbitrary  discretion  f  This  answer  is  perhaps  more 
serioas  than  the  argument  Let  it  be  refuted  by 
itselt 

Because  the  great  States  suffer  wrong  in  the 
oonstitutional  compact,  will  this  bill  do  them  right? 
Is  Massachusetts  or  North  Carolina  benefited  by 
giTiog  Virginia  two  extra  members?  By  this 
bin  me  great  States  are  injured  as  well  as  the 
small  ones.  The  small  ones  are  injured  as  it  re- 
spects each  other.  Delaware  will  have  one  mem- 
ber, Rhode  Island  two;  yet  the  latter  has  only 
flioe  thousand  more  people  than  the  former.  Bat 
the  doctrine  tears  up  the  foundation  of  compact 
on  which  we  stand,  and,  under  the  appearance  of 
Tindicating  the  bill  from  a  charge  of  violating  the 
Constitution,  establishes  a  claim  to  violate  it  at 
pleasure. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Representatives  are  to 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  States';  that 
Congress  is  not  to  regard  the  number  of  the  whole 
nation.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  bill  can  be 
defended  on  any  principle  of  distribution  among 
the  StatesL  The  Representatives  are  to  be  "appor- 
tioned according  to  numbers.  The  number  of 
members  allotted  to  a  State  must  correspond  either 
with  the  number  of  persons  in  any  other  State,  or 
the  number  in  all  the  States.  Compare  Virginia 
with  either  of  the  six  States  before  mentioned,  or 
vith  the  mh<Ae  six.  It  appears  that  180,000  per- 
sons in  the  latter  will  go  unrepresented.  Com- 
pare Virginia  with  the  nation,  she  has  two  mem- 
bers more  than  her  proportion.  Why,  then,  is  it 
GO  zealously  contended  that  the  apportionment  is 
ikot  to  be  voMde  upon  the  entire  number  of  the 
Union,  but  upon  the  census  of  each  State?  The 
bill  is  as  naked  of  defence  on  the  one  comparison 
as  the  other.  It  departs  as  widely  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  its  advocates  as  from  those  of  its  adver- 
saries. 

It  is  indeed  intimated  that  you  are  to  take  the 
ratio  of  30,000,  and  to  apply  it  to  each  State,  with- 
out regarding  its  operation.  To  justify  this  inter- 
pretation, the  text  of  the  Constitution  ought  to 
read,  Eaih  State  shall  hate  a»  many  menibere  as 
the  ratio  €f  thirty  thousand,  applied  to  the  num- 
ler  of  persons,  tsiU  gioe  it ;  but  that  instrument  is 
very  differently  expressed,  and  milch  better :  "  Rt- 
presentaiivee  and  direct  taxes  are  to  he  appor- 
turned  among  the  several  States  according  to  their 
retpeetite  numbers,^^  Will  any  gentleman  who 
votes  for  the  bill  say  that  it  is  such  an  apportion- 
ment? Will' it  accord  with  the  Constitution  to 
take,  instead  of  such  an  apportionment,  an  arbi- 
trary ratio,  which,  instead  of  apportioning,  dispro- 
portions R^resentatives  to  numbers?  The  ratio 
mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  proposed 
amendment  to  it,  evidentiy  relates  to  the  whole 
number  of  Representatives  which  according  to  it 
may  be  bad  from  the  whole  nation,  and  not  from 
2d  Coh.— -9 


the  number  of  people  in  a  State.  Any  other  sense, 
besides  being  unnatural,  would  disagree  with  the 
clause  which  directs  how  Representatives  shall  be 
apportioned. 

By  the  ratio  of  one  to  80,000  may  be  known  the 
greatest  number  of  Representatives  which  shall 
form  this  branch  of  the  Grovemment  Having  de- 
termined the  number,  it  remains  to  apportion  the 
members  according  to  the  census  in  the  respective 
States.  Nothing  is  more  natural,  or  corresponds 
more  perfectly  with  the  Constitution,  than  to  find 
first  the  whole  number  of  Representatives,  and 
then  to  apportion  them  as  the  Constitution  directs. 
But  this  method  would  not  suit  the  present  emer- 
gency; for  that  would  give  Vuginia  nineteen 
memnerS)  and  no  more.  Instead  of  beginning  with 
the  whole  number,  the  bill  says,  let  us  begin  at  the 
other  end:  give  to  Virginia  her  twenty-one  first, 
and,  if  the  number  should  hold  out,  give  to  all  the 
States  at  that  rate.  It  seems,  on  £ial,  the  num- 
ber will  not  hold  out  to  apportion  in  that  manner. 
Still,  however,  says  the  bill,  give  Virginia  her 
twenty-one. 

Let  the  Constitution  become  what  the  bill 
makes  it,  a  dead  letter.  Still,  however,  men  and 
freemen  will  remain,  who  will  preserve  the  de- 
parted spirit  J  for,  before  the  Constitution  wan 
formed  our  nghts  were  equal;  and  can  it  be  be- 
lieved that  compact  has  made  them  less?  Men 
equal  in  rights  assented  to  a  Government  which 
preserves  them  equal  in  power.  Thirty  thousand 
citizens,  residing  where  they  may,  must  possess 
civil  rights  and  powers  e^ual  to  thirty  thousand 
in  any  other  part  of  the  Union ;  yet,  though  a  com- 
pact which  ought  to  be  inviolable,  has  ordained 
that  representation,  that  is  to  say,  power,  shall  be 
apportioned  according  to  numba*s,  this  bill,  con- 
tntdicting  the  language  of  nature  and  compact, 
directs  that  thirty  thousand  in  Virginia  shall  have 
as  much  power  as  near  sixty  thousand  in  Delaware 
and  several  other  States. 

It  would  ill  suit  the  seriousness  of  my  present 
emotions  to  say  how  little  the  supposed  expedi- 
ency of  a  numerous  assembly,  and  many  other  fa- 
vorite topics,  have  to  do  with  the  debate.  Con^- 
tutional  questions  are  so  fi^quent  they  have  al- 
most lost  their  power  to  impress  us.  But  this 
touches  the  first  orgimization  of  the  body  politic. 
It  goes  to  stifie  liberty  in  her  cradle.  It  estab- 
lishes the  power  of  a  part  over  the  whole.  It  is  a 
disfranchisement  of  some  of  the  States.  If  the 
rights  of  Virginia  were  invaded,  I  trust  I  should 
be  equally  zealous  to  maintain  them.  For  the 
common  right  is  the  common  security;  but  this 
bill  tears  the  titie-deed  in  piecea 

Having  compared  the  bill  with  the  Confititu- 
tion',  and  seen  the  result  of  the  comparison,  it  re- 
mains to  inquire  what  amendment  will  be  proper 
and  constitutional  In  this  part  of  the  inquiry,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  say  that  I  have  arrived  at  equal 
certainty.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  bill  is  bad, 
but  I  am  not  equally  satisfied  of  the  best  mode  of 
amending  it  ) 

To  determine  what  is  right,  some  principle  must 
be  ascertained.  That  first  principle  is  equality; 
it  is  another  name  for  justice.    That  which  is  the 
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right  of  the  people,  therefore,  is  the  duty  of  the 
GoTernmeiit  But,  aa  it  is  not  practicable  to  ap- 
portion Representatives  exactly  among  the  seve- 
ral  States,  according  to  their  numbers,  it  is  our 
duty  to  approach  as  nearly  to  that  equality  as  may 
be.  If  an  apportionment  is  proposed,  and  it  can 
be  shown  thi^  a  more  equal  one  can  be  made,  it 
becomes  our  duty  so  to  make  it  For,  if  we  have 
an  arbitrary  discretion  to  reject  the  most  equal 
apportionment,  and  to  adopt  a  less  equal,  what  is 
to  restrain  us  from  choosing  the  least  equal  of  all, 
that  is  to  say,  having  no  apportionment  at  all'  If 
this  principle  is  not  to  govern  us,  then  we  are  to 
act  without  any  rule  at  all,  and  the  Constitution 
was  made  in  vain.  We  cannot  have  more  repre- 
sentatives than  one  to  8Q,000 ;  but,  in  apportioning 
them,  let  ns  follow  the  Constitution,  and  do  it  ac- 
cording to  numbers;  and  when  we  stop,  as  we 
must,  short  of  a  perfect  equality,  it  will  be  the 
Constitution  that  restrains  us.  In  doing  this,  we 
shall  assume  no  arbitrary  control  over  the  equal 
and  sacred  rights  of  the  people.  We  shall  have 
done  all  that  we  can  to  give  them  energy.  It  has 
appeared,  on  discussion,  that  the  rule  of  30,000, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  is  so  for  from  being  the  most 
equal,  that  no  more  capricious  and  unjust  dispro- 
portionment  of  Representatives  has  yet  been  sug- 
gested. The  ratio  of  33,000,  though  not  free  from 
exception,  is  less  unequal,  and  leaves  less  unrepre- 
sented fractions. 

The  amendment  (Mr.  BBiismf*s)  which  was 
proposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  would 
increase  the  Representatives  to  one  hundred  and 
nineteen.  Two  obiections  have  been  made  to  this 
increase.  It  has  been  called  a  representation  of 
fractions,  and  a  number  of  changes  were  rung 
upon  the  idea.  It  has  also  been  said  to  be  as  dis- 
proportionate a  representation  as  that  given  by 
the  bill. 

As  to  the  first  objection,  it  is  a  mere  play  upon 
the  word  fractions ;  for,  if  the  effect  be,  as  it  will 
appear  to  be,  to  produce  a  more  equal  representa- 
tion, it  may  be  retorted  that  the  bill  gives  a  re  • 
presentation  by  fractions;  whereas  the  other  mode 
makes  one  hundred  and  nineteen  whole  parts, 
nearly  equal  to  each  other,  and  gives  a  member 
to  each. 

This  brings  me  to  the  next  objection,  and  which 
has  been  strenuously  urged  against  bavins:  the 
amendment  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  mem- 
bers :  that  it  will  be  as  unequal  as  the  bill  Then, 
I  shall  think  as  unfavorablv  of  it  We  should  not 
hesitate  to  renounce  them  both. 

But  figures  will  show  with  certainty  whether 
it  is  true  that  the  amendment  which  proposes  to 
add  one  member  to  seven  of  the  States  will  ope- 
rate as  unequally  as  the  bill.  To  refute  this,  I 
have  made  a  table  in  which  are  seen  the  effects  of 
the  two  plans  which  are  to  be  compared. 

Mr.'AMBS  then  read  the  following  statement  : 

"  Batio  qf  £tpre$enUUio7h, 

"The  amendment  proposed  in  the  House  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  will  make  an  addition  of  one 
member  to  each  of  the  following  aevea  States : 

**  In  the  fifth  coluom  of  figures  is  the  ratio  according 


to  whidi  each  State  will  be  represented,  in  case  the  liill 
shoold  pass  as  it  stood  when  it  was  sent  to  tbeSeoate. 


SUte& 


K.  Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Connectieut  - 
Vermont 
New  Jersey  - 
North  Carolina 
Delaware 


g^ 

• 

82 

1 

e 

-s 

1 

jl 

III 

^ 

1 
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1 

6 

6,466 

86,466 

16 

1,919 

81,919 

8 

4^223 

84,228 

8 

12,766 

42,766 

6 

6,911 

86.911 

12 

2,188 

82,188 

2 

26,689 

6l!i,689 

62 
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nff  to  th 

If 


21,820 
25,827 
26341 
26,688 
29,669 
28,622 


•2^ 

-I- 

til 


I 


n 


!    Z 


28,865  im 
29,924>  S91 
29,805  199 
28,611  1,489 
29.826,  174 
29,460=  540 
27,769  n,%\ 


"  The  following  States,  to  which  the  rejected  amend- 
ment makes  no  addition,  staod  thns : 


States. 


New  York 
Pennsylvania 
Maryland 
Virginia 


Kentucky 
Georgia  • 
Rhode  Island 


Mem- 
bers. 

11 

14 

9 

21 

66 

2 
2 
2 

Rstlo. 

80,144 
80,919 
80,946 
80,026 

34,852 
86,421 
84,223 

Total  hm 
bjtbermbo. 

l,d»4 

12,866 

8,514 

546 


8.701 
10,S4S 
8,44r 


Mr.  AvBS  then  remariced,  that,  if  the  ratio  of 
80,000  deserves  so  much  respect  as  gentlemen  hid 
declared  was  due  it,  because  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  has  adopted  it,  they  cannot  forbetr 
to  say  that  the  bill,  in  every  instance,  except  four 
States,  departs  from  that  ratio ;  whereas,  the  plso 
he  was  comparing  with  the  bill  has  made  it  the 
common  measure  and  applied  it  with  less  Tarii- 
tion  than  perhaps  any  other  scheme  wiU  permit 

It  appears,  from  the  foregoing  statement,  thst 
the  ratio  of  80,000  is  applied  with  more  equalitj 
in  pursuance  of  the  amendment  than  by  Um  bill ; 
for  fifty  members  will  be  chosen  by  six  of  the 
seven  States,  to  which  one  member  is  proposed  to 
be  add^  and  the  ratio  of  80,000  will  be  neari; 
observed. 

The  short  numbers,  in  the  case  of  firii  members, 
will  be  1,686;  of  three  members,  1,489;  of  twelre, 
540. 

The  deficiency  of  numbers  for  choosing  sixteen 
will  be  less  than  800,  and  for  fourteen  less  thsn 
200. 

The  deficiency  for  the  choice  of  the  two  Dels- 
ware  members  will  be  greater, « bat*  that  will  be 
onlv  2,281. 

Add  to  this,  fifty-five  members  will  be  chosen 
b^  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Vi^ 
gmia,  at  the  rate  of  one  to  80,000. 

So  that  one  hundred  and  seven  members  will 
in  effect  be  chosen  by  the  ratio  of  one  to  80,000. 

By  the  bill,  some  States,  especially  the  seven  to 
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which  addiCkHM  are  proposed,  will  loee  numbera. 
In  th«  plaa  of  the  amendment,  they  will  gain. 
B/  compariog  their  losa  in  one  case  with  the  gain 
io  the  other,  the  degree  of  equality  oaa  be  exactly 
oompated,  m : 


Sute.          i 

I^oet  on 

Total  Ion. 

Oalnin 

Total 

e 

flaehmeu- 

OMh 

gain. 

6 

b«r. 

nambcr. 

K.  Hampshire  - 

5,455 

21.820 

1,635 

8,175 

MinacfauMtts  - 

16 

1,919 

25,8^7 

291 

4,678 

Conoeeticut 

8 

4,228 

26.841 

195 

1,560 

3 

12,156 

25.533 

1,489 

4,467 

New  Jeney 

6 

5,911 

29,559 

174 

1,044 

Korth  Carolina 

12 

2,138 

23.552 

540 

6»480 

Dolaware 

2 

25^539 

25,589 

2,281 

4,462 

178.171 

30,861 

Different      of 

30.861 

Qumben  in  fa- 

Tor     of     the 

amendment    • 

- 

- 

147,310 

Mr.  A.  said,  that  i(  by  this  plan,  the  seven  States 
to  which  a  member  was  added  were  gainers,  that 
is  to  say,  would  be  allowed  members  for  a  less 
nomber  than  80,000,  the  gain  was  very  little.  In 
&ct,  the  States  would  be  represented  very  nearly 
Bccordiog  to  the  same  scale.  The  bill,  on  the  con- 
trary, makes  the  scale  or  ratio  yary  fW)m  55,000 
to  30,000. 

But  if  the  adrantage  to  the  seven  States,  or  the 
number  less  than  80,000  for  one  member,  is  com- 
pared with  the  loss  or  inequality  sustained  by  the 
bill,  it  is  found  to  be  as  80,861  gain,  by  adding 
•ereo  members,  to  178,171  loss  by  the  unrepre^ 
seoted  fractions,  as  the  bill  stands. 

Mr.  Ames  made  a  number  of  remarks  to  eluci- 
<iate  the  statements,  and  to  show  the  unequal  ope- 
ration of  the  bfll,  and  the  fairness  of  the  other  plan. 

After  which,  he  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
States  of  Kentucky,  Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island 
would  have  the  most  cause  to  complain  of  fl*ac- 
tMns  or  unrepresented  numbers.  But  the  frac- 
tions of  those  three  States  amounted  to  the  frac- 
tional number  of  one  only  of  the  seven  States  to 
which  a  member  would  be  added.  If  no  nearer 
ipproach  could  be  made  towards  an  exactly  equal 
proportion,  no  just  objection  could  be  uiiged  against 
the  plan  on  the  part  of  Rhode  Island,  Georgia,  or 
Kentucky ;  for  they  would  see  the  case  oould  not 
)e  remedied.  He  then  urged  the  equal  operation 
^  the  phm  between  States  having  equal  numbers, 
wd  contrasted  the  bill  and  the  amendment  which 
ttd  been  proposed  in  the  House. 

From  the  aggregate  loss  and  gMu  on  the  two 
Bodes  of  apportionment  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ments, see  the  comparison  more  particularly  be- 
ireeo  particular  States,  viz : 
Tirgioia  has  21  members.    The  loss,  that 

is  the  excess  ofher  numbers  over  80,000,  is      546 
iitsfiachusetts  has  15,  New  Hampshire  4, 

1  to  be  added  to  each  makes  21  members. 

The  loss  to  these  two  States  on  19  mem- 

Wsia 47,147 

>t  nearly  as  90  to  1. 


On  the  other  hand,  Ihe  gain  on  21  members,  or 
numbers  short  of  80,000  for  a  member,  is,  for  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusette,  only  -        -   12,848 
New  York  has  11  members.    Loss,  or  ex- 
cess of  numbers  over  80^000  for  one 

member,  is 1,684 

North  Oaroiina  11  membera    Loss  -       •  98,568 

Whereas  the  gain  to  North  Carolina  by 
adding  a  member  will  be  only         •        •    6,480 

The  difference  between  the  loss  and  gain, 
or  the  balance  against  the  bill,  is  -        -   17,079 

Maryland  has  9  membera    Her  Umt  num- 
bers by  the  bill 8,514 

Connecticut  has  7  members.    Lost  num- 
bers by  the  biU  are       "        •        26,841 

Vermont  has  two.    Lostnum* 
hers  by  the  bill  are       -        -       95,588 

69,874 


Difference  against  the  bill  is       •        -r        -  48,860 
By  adding  a  member  to  Connecticut  and 
Vermont,  the  numbers  gained  will  be  -     6,097 

Balance  against  the  bill  is         -        -        -   87,788 

The  question  is:  Will  the  amendment,  adding 
one  member  to  Massachusetts  and  one  to  New 
Hampshire,  cure  the  error  ?  The  answer  appears, 
by  the  statement,  that  Virginia  will  be  as  ftilly 
represented  according  te  numbers  as  those  two 
States,  saving  a  difference  of  18,889,  or  within 
two-fifths  of  a  member.  In  forty-two  members, 
that  fractional  inequality  is  scarcely  an  error. 

In  like  manner,  by  adding  a  member  to  North 
Carolina,  the  error  or  inequality  compared  with 
New  York  is  equal  to  a  fourth  part  tae  number 
for  one  member :  whereas,  by  the  bill,  Massachu- 
setts and  New  Hampshire  will  lose  almost  two 
members,  and  Virginia  will  gain  two^-4b  difference 
little  short  of  four  members. 

Mr.  Datton  said  that,  if  the  vote  which  was 
about  to  be  taken  were  merely  to  determine  what 
should  be  the  ratio  of  representation,  he  should 
hare  been  contented  to  have  remained  in  his  seat, 
and  to  have  given  a  silent  vote  upon  the  occasion ; 
but  to  him  it  appeared  to  involve  in  it  a  question 
and  a  principle  of  infinitely  higher  moment 

Two  of  the  members  from  Virginia  (Mr.  D.  ob- 
served) had  candidly  admitted  the  inequalities 
complained  of  in  the  apportionment  prescribed  by 
the  bill  sent  up  to  the  Senate,  and  had  acknow- 
ledged the  advantages  to  be  given  to  their  State 
over  every  other.  They  did  not  contradict  the 
calculations  nor  combat  the  arguments  which  had 
been  offered  against  it,  but  they  boldly  claimed 
and  exacted  those  advantages  as  a  right  This 
being  the  case,  the  question  was,  in  radity,  no 
longer  whether  80,000  or  88,000  should  be  the 
rule  of  apportionment,  but  whether  the  Legisla< 
ture  of  the  Union  were  in  fiiture  to  frame  their 
acts  with  a  view  to  the  particular  and  almost  ex« 
elusive  advantage  of  Virginia,  and  to  bend  and 
accommodate  their  laws  to  the  interests  and  will  of 
Uie  people  or  Representatives  of  that  State. 

It  was  now  also  to  be  determined,  Mr.  D.  fiir- 
ther  observed,  whether  Pennsylvania  was  here*- 
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after  destined  to  bold  in  Iter  hsndii,  u  she  had 
been  in  some  measure  used  to  do,  the  political 
balanoe  of  the  States — ^to  be  the  umpire  in  our 
disputes,  and  the  centra  of  our  Union.  Judging 
firom  the  votes  upon  record  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  from  some  other  circumstances,  she  was 
no  longer  intended  or  qualified  to  hold  that  import- 
ant station.  The  ancient  prophecy  seemed  to  be 
▼erifying  among  a  people  for  whom  he  had  neirer 
conffideKd  it  as  intended.  The  Saviour  of  this 
country,  the  political  Shiloh,  was  now  among  us, 
and  uniTersally  known  and  acknowledged,  and  the 
■oeptre  was  about  to  depart  firom  Judah.  These 
(he  added)  were  the  well  known  preparatiTes  to 
the  summons  which  was  soon  to  follow  for  their 
assembling  at  the  New  Jerusalem.  He  concluded 
with  saying  that  not  Pennsylvania  alone,  but  fiur 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Union,  would  have  reason 
to  repent  the  determination  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  of  adherence  to  the  origi- 
nal bill.  He,  for  his  own  part,  believed  that  such 
a  determination  not  only  struck  at  the  existence 
of  the  State  sovereignties,  but  reached  to  the  very 
vitals  of  the  General  Government,  and  that  it 
must  eventually  produce  either  a  general  consoli- 
dation of  the  Union  into  one  national  mass,  or  an 
absolute  separation  of  its  members. 

Mr.  VcKABLB  supposed  that  a  Virginian  was 
possessed  of  equal  r^hts  with  other  men.  If  this 
be  a  Government  of  con^iact,  he  has  equal  rights 
with  other  men.  But  is  it  a  reason,  that,  because 
Virginia  has  relinquished  a  part  of  her  rights  when 
this  compact  was  forming,  that  she  should  not 
now  hold  what  she  has  not  resigned  ?  The  dis- 
pute on  the  ratio  of  rapresenjtation  does  not  afiect 
Virginia ;  for,  whatever  ratio  may  be  adopted,  her 
representation  must  always  be  complete.  Whe- 
ther this  be  a  consolidated  or  federal  Government, 
Virginia  will  have  her  full  proportion  in  every 
case  except  one — that  is,  in  case  she  should  be  re- 
duced to  a  less  number  than  one  member — so  that, 
upon  whatever  grounds  we  take  it,  whether  frac- 
tional or  constitutional,  the  result  will  be  nearly 
the  same.  Calculations,  therefore,  ara  out  of  the 
question ;  and,  after  all  the  arguments  of  Northern 
and  Southern  interests,  of  the  differences  between 
small  States  and  large  States,  the  comparison  is 
brought  to  Virginia  and  DelaWare,  and  the  ques- 
tion to  strike  off  seven  members  from  the  five 
large  States  and  add  to  the  seven  smaller  ones. 
Thus  is  one-sixteenth  of  the  whole  representation 
of  the  Union  to  be  deducted  unconstitutionally 
from  one  part  and  given  away  to  another  which 
has  already  more  than  a  just  proportion  in  the 
Government;  for,  although  it  is  contended  that 
we  should  not  argue  from  the  proportion  the  small 
States  bear  in  the  Senate,  yet  I  hold  it  fair,  in 
speaking  of  a  Government  of  representation,  to 
take  the  whole  into  view,  and  not  to  be  governed 
by  such  partial  comparisons.  Under  this  consider- 
ation, I  say  that  e^erj  man  in  Virginia,  as  repre- 
sented in  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  is 
to  a  man  in  Delaware  only  as  ons  to  eleven  and  ene-^ 
^Ift  and  in  the  election  of  a  president  only  as  one 
to  on«  and  one-half.  This  is  an  advantage  enjoy- 
td  by  individuals  in  the  smaller  States  more  than 


by  those  in  the  larger ;  and  this  advantage  wonld 
be  still  increased  by  an  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate.  Is  it,  therafore,  just  to  iiw 
crease  this  inequality  ?  Is  it  &ir  that  a  man  filing 
in  the  neighborhood  of  another,  with  only  tbe 
boundary  line  of  a  State  between  them,  shodd  be 
represented  only  in  the  proportion  of  ene  to  tUve^ 
and  ene-hal/f  I  contend  tnat  the  principle  which 
comes  tbe  nearest  to  hold  out  equsl  rights  to  eToy 
man  is  the  most  proper  one,  and  one  that  I  w9I 
always  contend  for  as  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  as  a  citizen  of  Vh^nia.  I  shall  nerer 
wish  to  encroach'  upon  the  Constitution,  but  I  wOl 
be  equally  against  destroying  the  balanoe  between 
the  rights  which  the  people  have  delq^ted  ind 
those  Uiey  have  retuned. 

Take  the  subject  in  any  point  of  view,  the  fin 
large  States  will  send,  suppose  81  members  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  10  to  the  Senate: 
while  the  nine  smaller  States  will  have  81  mem- 
bers in  tliis  House  and  18  in  the  Senate—so  thit 
the  majority  of  the  representation  in  the  one  is 
overpowered  in  the  other ;  and,  taking  the  whole 
aggregate  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
if  divided  into  the  majority  contained  in  those  five 
large  States,  and  the  minority  in  the  nine  smaller 
ones,  it  appears  that  the  minority  of  the  people  on 
dictate  to  the  nuijority  in  elections,  Sac 

Government  is  formed  by  an  association  of  the 
people  upon  principles  of  equality,  and,  whilst  we 
admit  the  argument  of  sovereignty  retained  to  the 
States  in  Senate,  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  justioe, 
right,  and  equity.  He  concluded  by  declnring 
himself  of  the  same  opinion  as  formerly,  m  hvx 
of  the  bill ;  and,  as  there  were  no  reasons  offered 
by  the  Senate,  or  for  them,  that  could  induce  hia 
to  change,  consequently,  he  could  not  recede  iitni 
his  opinion. 

Mr.  Madison,  after  making  a  few  pre&torj 
observations,  said  he  felt  himself  impdled  to  take 
some  notice  of  the  arguments  that  had  been  used 
this  day  on  the  subject  before  the  House.  He 
would  not,  however,  attempt  any  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman  from  New  Jersey,  nor  pretend  to  follow 
him  in  his  flights  of  imagination  respecting  the 
New  Jerusalem  or  the  umpirage  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  leave  it  to  those  to  whom  such  observatioas 
might  have  been  addressed  to  draw  their  own 
conclusions.  He  was  sorry  that  it  almost  always 
happened,  whenever  any  question  of  general  policy 
and  advantage  to  the  Union  was  before  the  House, 
when  gentlemen  found  themselves  at  a  loss  for 
general  arguments,  they  commonly  resorted  to 
lo<^  views ;  and  at  aH  times,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
sent, when  there  was  most  oocaskm  for  members 
to  act  with  the  utmost  coolness,  when  their  judg- 
ments ought  to  be  the  least  biassed— it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  at  those  times  they  suffered  tbor 
feelings,  passions,  and  prejudices,  to  govern  their 
reason.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  most  imp^iant  points 
are  embarrassed,  the  Northern  and  Southern  in- 
terests are  held  up,  every  local  circumstance 
comes  into  view,  and  every  idea  of  liberality  and 
candor  is  banished. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Lac- 
RAMci,)  when  he  introduced  this  subject  at  the 
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eommeDOooMDi  of  the  present  session,  did  it  on 
tbe  most  generous  plsn,  and  disavowed  every 
principle  of  oalcalation  so  much,  that  he  then  de- 
clared be  had  not  so  much  as  made  a  single  cal- 
culation  of  the  different  fractions  which  have  since 
been  introduced  into  the  debate — his  only  object 
wu  to  fix  a  rule  on  general  principles,  agreeably 
to  the  Gonstitutioo  and  to  the  presenration  of  the 
rights  of  the  people ;  and  this  idea  was  approved 
by  two  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey,  who 
hare  since  altered  their  opinions,  although  they 
then  had  no  objections  but  as  to  the  expense;  the 
idea  of  frsctions  was  not  then  contended  for,  but 
hifl  eince  become  the  very  essence  of  the  opposi* 
tioQ;  and  we  are  called  on  to  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion by  adopting  a  measure  that  will  give  Repre- 
aeototives  for  those  separate  and  distinct  fractions 
in  the  req>ective  States;  and  afterwards  are  told, 
it  is  not  to  the  fractional  numbers  in  the  States  that 
they  refer,  but  to  the  aggregate  of  the  fractions  in 
the  United  State&  If  &is  reasoning  is  good,  why 
do  the  gentlemen  stop  at  this  boundary  of  a  repre* 
aeaUtion  by  States?  Why  not  proceed  to  erect 
the  whole  of  the  United  States  into  one  district, 
without  any  division,  in  order  to  prevent  the  in- 
equality they  conceive  to  exist  in  respect  to  indivi- 
dual States? 

He  would  not  encroach  upon  the  time  of  the 
House  by  protracting  the  debate,  which  had  already 
iwelled  to  an  immoderate  extent  Upon  the  whole, 
he  aid  that  this  was  a  great  question,  wherein  at- 
tention should  be  paid  to  the  people,  and  a  strict 
570  kept  towards  the  public  good,  divested  of  pre- 
judice; but  he  had  heard  wiw  pain  how  much  had 
been  said  to  divert  the  House,  by  an  attention  to 
frictions,  fnm,  the  true  ok^fect  of  general  welfare; 
jet  he  hoped  that  the  Government  would  be  equally 
administered — that  none  of  those  predictions  or 
threats  thrown  out  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
that  no  mutilation  of  the  Union,  would  take  place ; 
button  the  contrary,  that  hannony  would  guide 
the  decision  of  this  question  free  from  every  local 
consideration. 

Ur.  HiLLHousB.— It  has  often  been  said  this  Go- 
Ternment  is  a  Government  of  confidence— and,  tak- 
ins  ^is  for  granted,  can  it  ever  be  supposed  that  a 
plM  of  representation,  which  is  unequal  and  unjust, 
can  excite  this  confidence?  This  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand  throws  an  additional  weight  of  seven  Re- 
pnsentatives  into  the  scale  of  the  large  States.  If 
this  principle  can  be  established  on  this  occasion,  it 
iD«y  be  also  extended  to  taxation.  Northern  and 
Sonthera  interests  have  been  mentioned.  He  was 
iorry  the  idea  had  ever  been  suggested,  but  as  it 
bsd,  there  was  no  impropriety  in  adverting  to  it 
I^taline,  then,  be  drawn  at  any  given  place,  and 
a  ratio  established  which  will  do  eoual  justice  to 
the  members  on  both  sides  of  that  Ime.  A  repre* 
•entation  that  will  deviate  from  such  a  principle,  it 
csn  not  be  expected  will  give  satisfaction,  or  be 
cheerfully  submitted  to  by  the  people.  The  ratio 
of  thirty-three  thousand— figures  will  show  it— will 
pve  amore  equal  representation  than  that  of  thirty 
thousand ;  and  there  has  not,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
could  not  be  any  good  reason  assigned,  why  it 
^KMdd  not  be  adopted. 


Mr.  BouDiNOT  said,  he  was  pleased  when  gen* 
tlemen  were  desirous  of  appealing  to  candid  and 
fair  argument,  in  determining  important  que** 
tions.  In  the  present  case,  he  thought  there  was 
propriety  in  examining  the  principles  of  the  bill 
and  amendment,  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution. 
It  had  been  said  by  gentlemen,  that  the  ratio,  when 
adopted,  must  be  applied  to  the  number  of  citizens 
in  the  individual  States,  and  that  no  regard  was 
to  be  paid  to  the  fractions  occasioned  thereby,  be- 
cause not  regarded  by  the  Constitution.  This,  be 
thought,  was  by  no  means  conclusive.  The  House 
of  Bepresentatives  was  to  connst  of  members 
chosen  every  second  year,  by  the  people  of  the  ae* 
veral  States;  these  members  not  to  exceed  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  thurty  thousand.  It  appeared  to 
him,  that  the  whole  number  of  Representatives,  to 
be  chosen  by  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  was  the 
sutject  contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  as  con- 
stitnting  this  branch  of  the  Legislature;  while,  by 
another  part  of  the  Constitution,  It  becomes  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  apportion  them,  when  so  as- 
certained, among  the  several  States,  in  proportion 
to  their  respective  numbersL  As  an  instance,  sup- 
pose, for  argument's  sake,  the  aggregate  number 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  be  exactly 
three  millions;  by  applying  the  ratio  of. thirty 
thousand,  the  constitutional  number  of  the  House 
would  be  found  one  hundred;  Congress  should 
then  proceed  to  apportion  (for  he  could  apply  no 
other  meaning  to  the  w(»xi)  the  one  hundred  mem* 
hers  among  the  States,  as  their  respecdve  numbers 
bore  a  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  three 
millions.  Thus,  the  Representatives  from  every 
State  would  bear  an  exact  proportion  to  each  other, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
State;  and  the  whole  representation  would  stand 
on  principles  of  perfect  equality.  An  equal  repre- 
aentation  appears  to  have  been  the  desirable  object 
of  the  framere  of  tha  Constitution — ^it  is  the  very 
spirit  of  our  Government  He  insisted  thait  this 
was  the  only  mode  of  applying  the  ratio,  and  mak- 
ing the  apportionment,  that  would  hc^d  good  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances.  It  cannot  be 
said,  with  propriety,  that  the  Constitution  does  not 

Sroceed  on  principles  of  perfect  equality  in  this 
[ouse,  yet  if  the  ratio  be  applied  to  the  numbers 
in  the  individual  States,  it  will  always  produce  (as 
has  been  fully  shown  by  several  gentlemen)  ytrj 
great  inequality,  by  large  fractions  being  unavoid- 
able :  in  one  State  we  now  find  one  of  upwards 
of  twenty-nine  thousand.  He  acknowledged  the 
amendment  did  not  proceed  on  this  principle  any 
more  than  the  bill,  for  which  reason  he  ftilly  ap- 
proved of  neither,  but  as  the  ratio  of  thurty-three 
thousand  in  the  amendment  produced  a  much 
greater  equality,  and  came  in  effect  nearer  to  his 
principle,  (by  raductng  the  fractions  made  by  the 
bill  nearly  two-Uiirds,)  he  lAould  prefer  it,  as  he 
must  vote  for  the  one  or  the  other. 

It  had  been  said  that  they  were  making  dis- 
tinctions between  the  North  and  the  South-— be- 
tween the  large  and  small  State&  He  observed,  in 
answer,  that  if  gentlemen  would  introduce  princi- 
ples of  inequality,  that  bore  unconstitutionally 
hanl  on  individual  States,  they  ought  not  to  take 
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it  amiss  that  the  guffering  States  woald  complain  of 
the  injustice.  The  injured  must  complain,  and  the 
fault,  if  any,  lies  with  the  first  framers  of  the  prin- 
ciple. 

If  gentlemen  wished  for  equality,  let  them  adhere 
to  the  prinoiples  of  the  Constitution.  Apply  the 
ratio  to  the  whole  number  of  citizens,  by  which  you 
find  the  number  of  Representatives  to  constitute 
this  House ;  and  then  apportion  those  Represents^ 
tives  among  the  individual  States,  according  to 
their  respective  numbers. 

When  gentiemen  advert  to  the  Senate;  and  say 
that  the  equal  representation  of  the  small  States 
there,  should  be  taken  into  the  account,  they  do  not 
consider  the  relative  situation  of  the  States,  as  re- 
presented in  that  House.  There,  the  sovereignty  of 
each  State  is  represented,  and  not  the  inc&vidual 
citizen^  Sovereignty  is  perfectly  equal  in  4!very 
State;  as  sovereigns,  there  are  none  great  or  small ; 
and  if  his  information  had  been  right,  it  was  on  that 
principle  that  the  Senate  was  originally  constituted 
—but  that  House  was  a  representative  of  every  in- 
dividual citizen.  On  the  whole,  he  was  of  opinion, 
that,  by  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
they  would  secure  the  great  principle  of  equality 
better  than  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  BouDiKOT  thought  the  construction  he  had 
given  the  Constitution  was  a  true  one.    It  sup- 

gorted  the  spirit  of  the  Confederation  between  the 
tates,  which  was  on  the  footing  of  perfect  equal- 
ity in  proportion  to  numbers;  it  coincided  with 
the  spirit  of  our  Government,  which  was  equality : 
and  although  by  it  the  number  of  members  consti- 
tuting the  House  was  first  ascertained  from  the 
whole  people  aggregately  considered,  without  re- 
spect to  the  division  of  States  in  their  political 
capacity,  yet  by  the  after  apportionment  among 
the  respective  States  in  that  capacity,  the  wisdom 
of  the  Constitution  appeared  in  thus  providing  a 
Cteneral  Government  for  general  purposes,  and  at 
the  same  time  making  each  individual  State  (as 
a  State)  essential  to  the  existence  of  that  Govern- 
ment, thereby  preventing,  in  the  most  effectual 
manner,  an  unnecessary  entire  consolidation  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  originally  objedted  to  the  bill, 
on  account  of  a  too  numerous  and  expensive  re- 
presentation, as  well  as  of  an  unequd  one,  but 
chiefly  relied  on  the  last  as  unconstitutional,  and 
therefore  should  stUl  prefer  a  concurrence  with  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Gerkt  observed,  that  it  had  been  fashiona- 
ble to  speak  of  the  ratio  of.  thirty  thousand  as  a 
Federal  number.  He  did  not  know  what  name  to 
give  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  unless  it 
were  called  the  fractional  number.  He  then  took 
notioe  of  an  argument  which  had  be^n  used  to 
create  suspicion  that  there  was  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  a  combination  of  the  larger  States ; 
but  this  would  appear  a  weak  argument,  when  it 
was  considered  that  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
smaller  States  are  equal  in  the  Senate  to  those  of  the 
greater  States.  The  thing  is  impossible,  and  if  at- 
tempted it  could  not  succeed. 

He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the  opinion 
of  gentlemen,  that  there  was  less  judgment  and 


less  firmness  in  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives  flna 
in  the  Senate  ?  He  hoped  an  equipoiae  would  be 
preserved  in  the  two  branches,  and  that  the  bi- 
lance  would  not  be  destroyed  by  constantly  giring 
up  the  judgment  of  the  House  to  every  wlum  i 
the  Senate.  If  a  latitude  be  now  admitted,  thtt 
we  may  increase  the  ratio^  before  the  ezpiratioa 
of  the  first  ten  years,  the  gentiemen  in  uvor  of 
the  Senate's  amendment  may  insist  on  a  ratio  of 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand ;  but  this  is  ground  they 
know  they  cannot  yet  touch  upon ;  and  the  same 
reason  that  should  prevent  us  firom  adopting  tfaii 
extreme,  operates  against  the  naendment  The 
whole  expense  of  Congress,  from  adopting  the  ratio 
in  the  bill,  will  not  amount  to  two  cents  upon  oacfa 
citizen  of  the  United  States  annually,  and  as  popa- 
lation  increases  it  will  be  lessened.  Surely  the  gen- 
tlemen in  fevor  of  the  amendment  cannot  object  to 
this  trifling  expense.  They  speak  of  a  liberal  pol- 
icy ;  I  wish  thev  would  &ow  us  an  example,  bf 
agreeing  to  the  bill  with  a  better  grace  than  tbef 
seem  to  have  exhibited  hitherto. 

Mr.  MoRBAT.-— The  subject  has  gone  through  a 
very  ample  discussion.  When  the  question  of  re- 
presentation first  came  on,  the  theory  of  the  Go* 
vernroent  was  ably  resorted  to  by  those  who  urged 
a  large  representation.  Sir,  I  most  heartily  agreed 
in  the  principle  on  which,  by  a  large  majority,  this 
House  made  thirty  thousand  the  ratio.  As  I  still 
am  of  that  opinion,  I  shall  be  indulged  by  this 
House  while  I  give  my  reasons  for  adhering  with  • 
firmness  which  may  be  deemed  by  some  teiio- 
ciousness,  to  a  r^ection  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

I  voted  for  thirfy  thousand,  because  I  aw  is 
that  ratio  the  constitutional  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  people.  I  deemed  the  largest  possibti 
ratio  allowed  by  the  Constitution  to  bo  the  soiiree 
of  National  Government,  and  its  beat  fiecoritf. 
Nothing,  sir,  which  I  have  yet  heard  has  ood- 
vinced  me  to  the  contrary.  It  is  lumeoessiiy  ^ 
recapitulate  whatever  has  been  said  on  this  point 
I  must  remark,  however,  that  during  the  diiicos- 
sion,  the  members  of  this  House  who  suggested 
that  principle  appeared  to  me  to  be  conviDcei 
They  seemed  to  be  masters  of  their  own  opio- 
ions,  and  to  agree  in  this  idea,  without  advert- 
ing to  the  doctrine  of  fractions,  that  the  sole  ques* 
tion  was  a  point  of  theory  rather  than  a  meisore 
of  expedience ;  and  they  decided,  by  a  very  large 
majority,  that  in  this  House,  immediately  wira 
from  the  very  bosom  of  the  people^  the  ratio  0/ 
thirty  thousand  was  theoretically  correct  and 
practically  useful.  The  bill  was  sent  up  to  the 
Senate,  who  returned  it  with  aa  amendment  of 
thlHy-three  thousand  as  the  ratio.  I  voted  against 
that  amendment,  because  it  was  an  attack  upon 
the  principle  of  an  enlarged  representation;  io<l 
because  the  idea  of  fractional  representatien  aimed 
at  by  the  amendment,  was  but  a  commutation  of 
the  evil  of  fractions  from  one  State  to  anotiier, 
from  the  Eastern  on  the  Southern ;  and  contaioed 
a  surrender  of  the  principle  without  an  attainment 
of  convenience. 

Sir,  it  has  been,  in  the  course  of  debate,  foretold, 
that  that  honorable  body  would  be  advene  to  •& 
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enlarged  representation  here.  Whatever  has  been 
augured,  has  been  verified  br  experience ;  nor  can 
any  man  be  at  a  loss  to  see  that  the  temper  against 
large  representation,  though  not  openly  avowed — 
for  that  would  have  been  impolitic — has  been  co- 
Tertlj  and  successfully  exerted  under  the  sem- 
blance of  equality  of  representation,  by  this  doc- 
trine of  fractiona  It  was  sent  down  into  this 
House  in  the  form  of  jealousy  and  suspicion,  and 
it  has  produced  its  effects.  It  has  roused  the  latent 
and  local  interests  from  their  plans,  and.  we  have 
had  debates  entirely  constructed  on  the  tenets  of 
Northern  and  Southern  interests  and  influence. 

A  proposition  was  made  by  a  member  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Bbhsom,)  and  reiterated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware.     The  object  of  this  propo- 
sition was  to  sum  up  the  fractions,  and  from  the 
aggregate  take  seven  members.     Sir,  if  I  was  sur- 
prised, I  confess  I  was  delighted  to  see  men  who 
a  few  days  before  had  opposed  in  theory  the  idea, 
of  a  large  representation,  come  down  with  mode- 
ration, and  suggest  this  great  principle  even  in  a 
bad  form.    I  imagined  they  were  converted.     I 
voted  agunst  this  proposition,  because  I  thought 
it,  first,  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it  could  have 
been  contemplated    but  in  the    consolidation  of 
States ;  and  because  I  thought  it  contained  a  sole- 
cism in  politicsL    I  deemed  it  unconstitutional,  as 
the  Constitution  calls  for  a  representation  of  the 
people  of  the  rc9p^tif>e  Statbs  in  a  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand;  and  if  this  had  obtained,  it  was  to  be 
done  by  collecting  the  fragments  of  constituents 
from  States  widely  separate,  and  giving  a  repre- 
sentation of  their  fractions  thus  divided  to  that 
State  which  had  the  largest  fraction.    Thus,  sir, 
the  two  from  the  Delaware  would  be  chosen  by  less 
than  the  Constitution  contemplates,  as  there  are 
not  sixty  thousand ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the 
member  chosen  by  twenty-five  thousand  is  elected 
bj  the  addition  of  five  thousand  jn  any  other  State, 
in  order  to  complete  his  proper  number  of  con- 
stituents, for  they  do  not  eUct  him ;  and  if  it  be  said 
that  he  nevertheless  does  represent  them  as  his 
constituents,  it  can  only  be  by  the  idea  of  a  con- 
solidation having  pre-existed,  which  no  man  has 
yet  openly  averred  to  be  the  doctrine  on  this  sub- 
ject   The  very  first  and  most  intelligible  princi- 
ple of  representation  in  Government  is,  that  the 
fiepresentative  is  responsible  to  his  constituents; 
but,  sir,  this,  though  an  abstract  truth,  must  be 
shown  to  the  people,  not  in  a  fiction,  but  in  a  solid 
uui  practical  mode,  congenial  with  their  habits, 
and  palpable  to  their  understandings.     In  the  adop- 
tion of  this  extraordinary  proposition,  the  idea  of 
tirt^iai  representation  is  the  only  one  which  at  all 
protects  it    Nq  man,  however,  who  knows  the 
country,  will  tamper  and  trifle  with  so  solid  a  part 
of  Qovemment  as  that  of  actual  representation 
and  actual  responsibility.    I  never,  sir,  could  con- 
sent to  commute  a  known  and  practical  measure. 
of  good,  for  a  flimsy  speculation,  which  could  only 
bare  been  invented  to  serve  particular  views,  and 
▼as  never  thought  of  till  it  was  discovered  in 
what  manner  the  fractions  would  affect  particular 
States. 

For  these  reasons,  sir,  I  voted  against  that  pro- 


position. I  shall  now  vote  minat  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  because  I  find  no  cure,  but  a 
partial  one,  for  the  inconvenience  of  fractions; 
and  even  this  is  to  be  obtained  "at  the  expense  of 
principle.  Though  this  amendment  may  gratify 
some  States,  as  New  Jersey,  that  mav  have  large 
fractions,  it  throws  off  the  evil  ftam  tbem  on  other 
States.  The  firaction  of  Massachusetts  may  bo 
smaller^  but  the  State  of  HaryUnd  loses  a  mem- 
ber, and  will  have  a  large  fraction.  Sir,  I  can  find 
nothing  in  this  amendment  but  the  design  to  ac- 
complish what  I  humbly  conceive  an  unwhole- 
some end  by  improper  means,  and  shall  therefore 
vote  against  the  proposed  amendment 

Mr.  FiNDLRT  said,  from  the  various  observations 
which  had  been  made  on  the  sulgeoti  it  had  be- 
come necessary  that  a  vote  should  be  given  witii 
due  deliberation — such  a  vote  as  constitutional 
justice  shall  require— on  the  ground  of  constitu- 
tional justice ;  for  as  to  general  justice,  it  is  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question;  and,  indeed,  general 
justice  could  not  be  done,  on  the  principles  of  any 
Qovernment  under  heaven.  He  adverted  to  the 
particular  situation  of  the  respective  States,  and 
said  that  this  general  justice  was  not  attainable  in 
any  one  of  them.  We  are  not  to  be  moved  by 
any  threats ;  we  act  on  principle,  and  we  will  in- 
trench ourselves  in  principle ;  and  this  principle 
of  constitutional  equality  is  all  that  we  can  pre- 
tend to.  But  it  is  objected  that  the  ratio  will 
produce  fractions,  and  to  get  rid  of  this  difficulty 
of  fractions,  we  are  to  reduce  the  representation 
of  the  people  from  the  constitutional  number  of 
one  to  every  thirty  thousand ;  that  is,  we  are  to 
strike  off  one-sixteenth  part  of  the  whole  repre- 
sentation of  the  Union.  He  urged  that  the  repre- 
sentation on  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  would 
not  be  too  great  He  instanced  the  representation 
of  Geneva  and  other  foreign  States.  If  there 
should  arise  any  inconvenience  from  the  present 
ratio  of  thirty  thousand.  Government  were  not 
obliged  to  wait  for  the  expiration  of  ten  years  to 
remedy  the  defect ;  it  was  always  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  order  another  census  to  be  taken  at 
any  time.  For  his  own  part^  he  had  not  oound- 
ered  fractions  as  an  obstacle  to  the  bill;  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  rejoiced  that  the  population  of 
the  country  increased  so  rapidly  as  to  make  those 
fractions  always  quickly  increase  to  a  whole  nam* 
ber.  To  conclude,  he  was  for  going  on  general 
principles,  which  would  certainly  reflect  the  most 
honor  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  he  had  hitherto  voted  nni- 
formly  in  favor  of  a  smaller  representation  than 
that  which  was  contemplated  in  the  bill,  and  in 
doing  so  he  had  acted  fcom  principle,  without  any 
reference  to  the  doctrine  of  fWustions.  As  the 
enumeratioa  of  his  State  was  not  yet  known,  it 
must  be  evident  to  every  gentleman  in  the  House 
that  this  was  the  case ;  but  he  now  saw  the  neces- 
sity of  changing  his  vote,  aince  the  bill  had  been 
returned  from  the  Senate,  where  it  seemed  there 
was  a  disposition  to  modify  e>^ety  bill  and  eveiy 
proceeding  of  this  House  just  as  thev  pleased.  He 
thought  it  would  have  a  very  awkward  appear- 
ance to  the  world,  if  the  House  should  give  way 
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in  all  cases  whateyer,  and  more  especially  in  the 
present  instance,  where  the  Senate  had  been 
equally  divided,  and  the  question  was  decided  by 
the  TOt^  of  a  single  member  of  that  body — the 
Vice  President  For  these  reasons,  and  the  local- 
ity and  fractions  that  bad  been  introduced  into 
the  debate,  he  would  vote  for  an  adherence  to  the 
former  decision  of  the  House,  in  order  to  support 
that  balance  which  should  be  presenred  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Benson  said,  that  if  this  business  is  in  fa- 
ture  to  be  made  a  lottery,  let  us  at  once  declare  it ; 
fbr  if  principle  is  entirely  out  of  the  question,  it  | 
remains   that  we   should   declare  explicitly  the 
truth. 

Mr.  Skdgwick  said,  that  it  was  imposMble  for 
him  to  understand  on  what  principle  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  and  his  colleague  were 
to  give  their  votes,  (contrary  to  their  former  ex- 
pressed opinion,  excepting  that  they  had  disco- 
vered that  the  Senate  concurred  with  them ;  which 
would  not,  he  hoped,  be  generally  considered  as  a 

good  ground  for  changing,  as  it  seemed  to  be  em- 
racing  contradiction  for  the  purpose  of  contra- 
diction ;)  unless,  as  the  gentleman  had  declared, 
that  at  the  time  he  formed  his  opinion  he  did  it  on 
principle,  by  the  abandonment  of  which  he  could 
acquire  an  undue  weight  to  the  district  of  country 
from  which  he  came,  by  departing  from  a  just 
equality  in  representation. 

Gentlemen  had  seemed  to  wish  to  obscure  the 
merits  of  the  present  controversy,  by  considering 
it  as  a  contest  between  the  larger  and  smaller 
States,  and  by  supposing  that  the  latter  would  be 
compensated  for  their  loss  of  weight  and  influence 
in  this  House;  which  would  result  from  an  unequal 
apportionment  of  the  representation,  by  the  undue 
influence  which  they  possessed  in  the  Senate.  He 
himself  came  from  a  very  large  and  important 
State.  Justice,  however,  obliged  him  to  declare 
that  this  mode  of  conducting  the  argument,  only 
tended  to  divert  the  iudgment  from  the  true  merits 
of  the  question.  What  had  the  distribution  of  the 
powers  of  the  Government— "which,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, was  adjusted  to  the  interests  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  States — to  do  with  the  apportion- 
ment of  representation,  as  it  respected  either  its 
numbers  or  the  various  interests  which  were  to  be 
secured  by  equality  of  influence?  Was  it  possible 
that  any  mind  should  be  so  weak  as  to  discover 
that  the  constitutional  organization  of  the  Senate 
was  not  wholly  irrelative  to  those  considerations 
which  should  influence  in  the  decision  of  the  pre- 
sent question  ? 

In  contemplating  the  subject  before  the  House, 
he  observed  that  a  vast  variety  of  circumstances 
were  entitled  to  deliberate  consideration.  Among 
others,  the  ntunber  of  Representatives  compared 
vrith  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States ;  in  determining  which,  the  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  the  (jovernment  we  were  administering, 
its  machinery,  the  distribution  of  its  parts,  the 
construction  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  many  other  objects,  were  to  be  consid- 
ered ;  that  we  had  not,  on  any  of  these  subjects, 
tbe  aid  of  experience,  and  that  the  Government 


itself  was  a  novel  experiment  He  need  iiot»  there- 
fore, add  that  there  were  no  data  from  which  aay 
certain  conclusion  could  be  drawn.  All  was  un- 
certainty and  conjecture.  Was  an  apportionment 
of  a  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  eligible  t  As  an  ab^ 
stract  proposition,  he  was  disposed  to  giro  it  a 
preference  to  any  other;  but  if  he  was  asked 
wherefore,  he  could  only  answer,  that  it  was  rather 
an  inclination  of  sentiment  than  the  result  of  ra- 
tional reflection.  He  would  not,  therefore — ^be- 
cause justice  would  not  permit  it — sacrifice  to  tbe 
effect  of  conjecture,  which  might  be  onlT  the  result 
of  whim,  the  important  and  indiq[>ensaD]e  duty  he 
owed  to  respect  the  claims  of  States  to  equality. 

If  an  apportionment  was  made  by  a  ratio  of 
thirty  thousand,  the  members  would  be  seven 
more  than  if  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  were 
adopted.  Whichever  proposition  was  agreed  to, 
would  any  one  venture  to  affirm  that  the  liberties 
of  the'  people  would  be  more  or  less  secure,  tbe 
House  aggregately  more  or  less  wise,  or  the  due 
balance  between  the  two  Houses  better  or  worse 
adjusted  ?  Considering  thus  the  subject,  does  not 
the  earnestness  with  which  gentlemen  contend 
for  the  proposition  of  the  House,  appear  perfecClj 
unaccountable  f  But  in  the  progress  of  this  busi- 
ness, it  is  discovered  that  an  application  of  the 
principle  of  the  House  gives  a  balance  of  weight 
and  influence  to  one  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  it  is  not  entitled  by  the  equal  apportion- 
ment contemplated  by  the  Constitution.  This,  it 
is  agreed  by  all,  is  demonstrated  by  figures.  Nor 
can  it  be  iienied  that  equality  is  among  the  most 
essential  principles  of  representation,  and  ezpresslj 
provided  for  by  tbe  Constitution,  as  far  as  would 
consist  with  the  state  of  our  society,  having  a  doe 
regard  to  our  particular  circumstances.  Yet,  all 
important  as  this  consideration  is,  it  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, with  all  the  interests  involved  in  it,  to  a 
fanciflil  idea  of  theory — ^theory  unsanctioned  by 
experience.  * 

For  his  own  part,  he  believed  that  wise  policy 
would  be  found  peifsctly  to  coincide  with,  and 
reconcile  the  various  interests  <^  this  extensive 
country.  It  could  not,  however,  have  escaped  the 
observation  of  every  gentleman,  that  there  existed 
an  opinion  of  an  opposition  of  interests  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  States.  The  influence 
of  this  opinion  had  been  felt  in  the  discussion  of 
every  important  question  which  had  oome  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  The  ex- 
treme anxiety  of  gentlemen  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, would  render  all  other  evidence  superfluous 
on  this  subject  Such  a  belief,  he  said,  however 
ill-founded,  would,  as  long  as  it  continued,  have 
the  same  effect  as  if  it  existed  in  fact  Feeling 
the  weight  of  this  observation,  and  the  influence 
it  ought  to  have  to  give  to  ^Yery  part  of  the  United 
States,  as  nearly  as  might  be,  a  due  proportion  of 
constitutional  weight  in  the  public  counsels,  he 
was  incapable  of  reconciling  the  conduct  of  mem- 
bers who  were  disposed  to  saoriflce  the  tnost  im- 
portant interests  of  their  immediate  constituents, 
to  their  strange  ideas  of  conjectural  perfection.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  gentlemen  who  came  from 
the  North,  and  on  this  occasion  dissented  from 
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their  neighbon,  were  disposed  blindly  tosnmnder 
tU  the  imporUnt  interests  of  their  immediate  oon- 
ititatDts  to  the  arbitration  of  those,  the  whole 
ooone  of  whose  conduct  had  demonstrated  that 
they  thought  those  interests  adyerse  to  their  own. 
He  oondiidedy  by  warning  those  who  had  hith- 
erto composed  a  miyority  on  this  subject,  to  reflect 
OD  the  danger  that  would  result  fW>m  a  pertinacious 
idherenoe  to  a  measure  so  productiye  of  the 
aonrees  of  jealousy ;  and  he  called  on  thefar  gene- 
roaty,  magnanimity,  and  justice,  to  respect  the 
cUims  of  the  minority  to  an  equal  weight  in  the 
GoFenunent;  on  the  principles  of  the  Gonstitu- 

tiOD. 

Mr.  Gebbt  made  some  reply  to  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Sedowick,  respecting  locality  of  interests,  and 
declared  that  he  nerer  would  agree  to  a  reduction 
of  the  people's  representation. 

Mr.  Laubascb  said,  he  had  always  advocated  a 
large  rapresentation,  without  any  referance  to  the 
paft  of  the  Union  from  which  the  members  are 
to  oome.  Thirty  thousand  wiU  give  the  large^ 
number  that  we  can  get ;  he  could  have  wished  it 
had  been  larser,  but  as  it  could  not,  he  should 
Tote  against  thirty-three  thousand,  which  would 
dimiDiah  the  number;  and  this  was  the  principle 
he  acted  upon.  If  an  equality  is  the  object,  is 
there  not  a  number  which  wiU  produce  a  still 
greater  equslity  than  that  proposed  by  the  Senate  ? 
If  there  ia^  there  is  no  principle  in  the  ratio  of 
thirty-three  thousand,  for  it  ought  to  be  carried  to 
the  full  extent  to  make  it  perfectly  equal.  He 
WIS  sorry  that  the  discussion  of  the  question  had 
excited  Uioae  disagreeable  reflections  which  had 
been  made,  and  that  the  discussion  of  general 
Rriodples  was  dwindled  into  a  debate  on  fractions, 
tod  on  the  interests  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
parts  of  the  Union.  He  was  persuaded  this  would 
sot  be  the  proper  mode  of  obtuning  the  end, 
which  ought  to  be  in  riew,  but  would  only  tend 
to  disturb  the  tranquillity  and  harmony  that  oug^t 
to  exist  in  tnTestigating  and  determining  this  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  KmiBA  having  at  first  voted  for  thirty 
thousand,  he  thought  it  proper  to  offer  a  lew  rea- 
tone  for  altering  his  opinion.  He  had  roted  for 
thirty  thousand  because  it  would  giye  the  largest 
representation,  but  finding  its  uniost  and  unequal 
operation,  in  respect  to  a  majority  of  the  States, 
he  had  determined  to  vote  for  the  ratio  of  thirty- 
three  thousand.  He  then  noticed  tho  remark  of 
Mt.  FnmuT,  that  the  injustice  may  be  corrected 
by  an.  enumeration  at  an  eariier  period  than  that 
proposed  in  the  Constitution;  he  observed,  that 
this  was  in  effect  saying,  let  us  do  injustice,  and 
wait  a  number  of  years,  and  then  justice  shall  be 
done.  Why  not  do  justice  now,  as  far  as  is  in  omr 
power?  Mr.  Lavraxcb  had  said,  why  not  adopt 
a  ratio  that  would  leare  less  fractions  than  thirty- 
three  thousand  f  He  said,  this  was  in  effect  say- 
ing, that  because  we  could  not  do  complete  jus- 
tice, we  would  not  do  it  to  any  degree  whateyer. 
The  superior  d^;ree  of  equalify  which  would  re- 
mit from  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  had  been 
so  fully  demonstrated,  that  he  should  now  rote  to 
recede  from  the  disagreement  of  the  House  to  it 


The  question  being  now  put,  that  the  House  do 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amend- 
ment, it  passed  in  the  negatiye-— yeas  27,  nays  88^ 
as  follows : 

Teas. — Mea»ra  Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  BeDBon,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benj.  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dajton,  Thomaa  Fitiaimont.  Kicho- 
laa  Gilman,  Beojanim  Ooodhae,  James  Gordon,  An- 
drew Oregg,  lliomaa  HarUey,  Jamea  Hillbouae,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Juin  W.  Kittera,  Amaaa  Learned,  Samuel  Lir- 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith*  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sy  Wester, 
George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  aad  Artemaa 
Ward. 

NATSd — Messrs.  John  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, Robert  Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findley, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  Wilfiam  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Ker,  John  Lan- 
ranee,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathl  Maoon,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray,  John  Psge,  Jostah  Parker,  Cor- 
nelius C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshaa  Seney,  William  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable, 
Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  William- 
son, and  Francis  Willis. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  the  House  do  adhere  to  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  said  amendment,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  aflSrmatiye— yeas  82,  nays  27,  as  follows : 

TaAs.*-Messrs.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, Robert  Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findley, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  William  R  GUes,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wd- 
liam  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Lau- 
rence, Rioiard  Bland  Lee,  Nathl  Macon,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  ]^rederick  Augustus  Muhlenbei|;, 
William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cor- 
nelius C.  S^oonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  lliomas  Tredwell, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable,  Anthony 
Wayne,  Alfiz*r  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Fnuxna 
WiOia 

NATa— Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Eliaa 
Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Boaroe,  Benj.  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitasimons,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jamee  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg^Thomas  HarUey,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs, 
JohnW.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  SyWester,  George 
Tliatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

A  messace  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  haye  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1792,*'  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 


TvssDAT,  December  20. 

A  MeHSge  was  receiyed  from  the  President  of 
the  United  SUtes,  with  a  copy  of  a  Letter  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  sundry  docu- 
ments which  ^aooompanied  it,  relative  to  a  con- 
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tract  ibr  the  paroiuse  of  a  oertain  tract  of  land 
bounding  on  Lake  Erie,  together  with  a  copy  of  a 
Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  nine 
subject 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  papers  accompanying  it,  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Madisok,  Mr.  Benson,  and  Mr.  Se]>owick, 
with  instruction  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or 
bills  to  make  provision  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
contract  therem  specified. 

The  House  prooeeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Goyemment  for  the  year  1792/'  and  the  same 
being  read  were  i^;reed  to. 
'  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  do  adhere  to  their  amendment  to 
a  disagreement  to  which  this  House  has  adhered, 
to  the  biU  entitled  **  An  act  Apportioning  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  People  of  the  several  States^ 
according  to  the  First  Enumeration." 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  WjinswoRTH  moved  an  amendment,  to 
withdraw  theprivilege  of  franking  from  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  it  was  said,  that  the 
grand  security  which  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  in  their  Representatives  is,  that  those 
Representatives  are  subject  to  the  same  regula- 
tions as  their  constituents.  In  the  article  of  post- 
age, this  was  not  the  case.  Congress,  in  this  case, 
assume  to  themselves  a  privilege,  which  they  re^ 
fuse  to  the  people;  they  took  money  from  their 
constituents,  and  paid  none  themselves.  The  peo- 
ple viewed  this  privilege  with  a  jealoua  eye,  and 
could  not  be  pleased  to  see  it  enjoyed  by  Congress, 
whilst  neither  the  members  of  the  State  Assem- 
blies, nor  even  the  Governors  were  indulged  in  it 
Congress  enjoys  only  chartered  rights;  and  all 
rights  not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  charter,  are 
of  course  excluded.  The  Constitution  is  their 
charter;  the  Convention,  who  framed  it,  had,  no 
doubt,  well  considered  the  whole  subject  of  privi- 
leges, and  accurately  defined  all  such  as  they 
wished  the  Legislative  body  should  enjoy  distinct 
from  their  constituents.  In  the  enumeration  of 
those  privileges,  there  is  not  a  syllable  tending  to 
exonerate  them  firom  their  share  of  the  common 
burden  of  postage;  they  have  no  constitutional 
claim  to  such  an  immunity,  and  if  they  assumed 
it,  they  would  increase  the  burden  on  their  con- 
8tituent&  The  post  office,  if  unable  to  maintain 
itself  must  derive  its  support  from  other  sources  of 
revenue.  Already  the  members  of  both  Houses 
send  and  receive,  during  their  session,  as  many 
letters  through  the  General  Post  Office  as  all  the 
other  inhabitants  of  PhiUdelphia;  those  letters, 
Jf  paid  at  the  usual  rates,  would  amount  to  half 
the  postage  of  the  United  SUtea  The  number 
and  bulk  of  the  franked  letters  and  packets  exdu- 
ded  tiie  newspapers  from  the  mail,  and  thus  pre- 


vented the  circulation  of  intdligenoe ;  if  the  evil 
increased  (and  there  was  no  probability  of  its 
being  diminished,  except  by  the  utter  abolitioii  of 
the  privilege)  it  would  eventually  prove  the  mm 
of  the  post  office.  The  example  of  Britam  showed 
to  what  an  enormous  height  the  abuse  of  such  a 
privilege  may  be  oarried;  and  though  auoilar 
abuses  may  not  as  yet  have  taken  place  here,  jet 
it  could  hardly  be  aoubted  that  many  onneoesstrj 
letters  were  daily  sent  by  the  post,  which  never 
would  have  been  written  if  subject  to  posti^; 
those  letters  are  not  only  unproductive,  bat  u 
actual  expense  to  the  post  office,  as  the  postmis- 
ter  receives  a  certain  per  centage  on  these,  as  well 
as  upon  other  letters  The  privilege  of  fruking 
is  moreover  unequal  in  its  operation ;  while  some 
members  use  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  traiumit- 
ting  political  informatk>n  to  tbeir  oonstituentSi 
others,  absent  perhaps  during  the  whole  session, 
use  it  for  very  different  purposes :  to  men  in  tnde 
it  was  a  considerable  advantage,  amounting,  pro> 
bably,  in  some  instances,  to  a  bundled  dollars  a  jetr. 
It  would  be  better  to  take  away  the  privilege  en* 
tirely,  and  reduce  the  general  rates  of  postage  one* 
hal^  or  to  allow  the  members,  at  the  <uose  of  each 
session,  to  make  a  charge  for  all  letters  on  puUie 
business,  from  their  constituenta,  or  to  make  then 
an  allowance  in  gross  to  defray  the  expense  of 
postage;  better,  even,  if  necessary,  to  make  an 
addition  to  the  compensation  which  the  members 
receive  for  their  services,  if  the  present  one  be 
found  incompetent  to  their  honorable  support 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
pririlege  of  frviking  was  not  assumed  by  the 
membtfs  for  their  own  private  aocommodatioOf 
but  for  the  benefit  of  their  constitueiitB,  to  trans- 
mit to  them  every  necessary  inlbormation  respect* 
ing  the  operations  of  the  General  Government, 
and  to  receive  from  them  such  information  as  they 
might  have  to  communicate.  Petitions  are  fre- 
qnentiy  enclosed  to  members ;  and  if  these  were  to 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  postage,  tiie  privilege 
of  petitioning  the  House,  would  be  in  a  gi4at  inea- 
sure  destroved.  The  diminution  of  revenue  which 
the  post  office  might  in  some  instances  suffer  from 
the  pririlege  of  mmking,  ought  not  to  be  deemed 
a  sufficient  reason  for  aboliriiing  that  privilege; 
since  it  is  allowed,  that  the  object  contemplated 
in  the  establishment  was  the  general  convenience, 
and  an  easy  and  speedy  nx^e  of  disseminating 
public  and  private  intelligence.  Revenue  was 
but  a  secondary  consideration.  Although  the  dti- 
lens  who  live  at  the.  Seat  of  Government,  and 
have  daily  opportunities  of  learning  fi^m  the 
newspapers  what  public  measures  are  going  for 
ward,  mi^  not  be  materially  affected  by  the  abro- 
gation of  the  privile^,  yet  the  case  would  be 
widelj^  different  with  those  who  live  at  a  distance^ 
especudly  when  fiscal  operations  were  on  foot; 
those  who  are  informed  wiU  make  ft  prey  of  those 
who  are  ignorant,  and  destructive  speculation  will 
enrich  the  few,  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  In  a 
Government  of  opinion  (which  is  the  Government 
of  America)  much  greater  reliance  ia  to  be  placed 
on  the  confidence  of  the  people  than  upon  any 
other  circumstance:  that  confidence  can  only  be 
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be  result  of  the  Mleat  infonnatioii ;  but  if  the 
irivilege  of  finuUdng  were  taken  away,  the  ave- 
MMs  of  infonnatioii  wonld  be,  in  a  great  meaavre, 
losed;  for  the  membera  oonld  not  undertake,  at 
heir  own  priFate  expense,  to  transmit  intelligence 
0  every  part  of  the  Union ;  yet  the  citizens  have 
.  right  to  expect  information,  not  only  of  the 
£t8  of  GoTemment,  but  also  the  principles  upon 
rhieh  they  were  grounded.  The  abuses  of  the 
iriTileoe,  that  have  prevailed  in  England,  do  not 
wevaif  here ;  and  its  abolition  would  give  general 
lisBatisfaetion,  particularly  in  the  more  distant 
Mrts  of  the  Unioo,  -where  information  wonld  be 
mbjeet  to  a  very  high  tax,  if  circulated  through 
be  post  ofllice,  at  the  ordinary  rates  of  postage. 
3f  those  bundles  of  letters  received  and  despatched 
vf  members  of  Congress,  many  (though  ten  from 
wing  unnecessary,  as  had  been  said)  would  per- 
iips  never  be  written,  if  they  were  not  to  pass 
Tee  of  postage ;  and  thus  that  free  communica- 
ion  of  sentiment  between  the  Representative  and 
tooatituent,  wliieb  is  so  essentia]  in  a  Government 
ike  this,  wonld  be  in  a  great  measure  cut  off; 
ind  the  post  office  would  gain  little  or  nothing  by 
t,  as  those  packets  of  newspapers,  bills,  reports, 
be.,  would  either  be  sent  by  private  hand,  or  not 
Kot  at  all ;  even  here  an  inequality  would  pre- 
nil,  as  the  people  who  live  near  the  Seat  of  Go- 
rernment,  and  all  along  the  main  road,  could, 
liroiD  the  greater  frequency  of  opportunities,  re- 
vive such  packets  with  more  Okise  and  regularity, 
nrhilat  those  in  more  remote  situations  could  sel- 
km  or  never  receive  them,  unless  by  the  mail. 
Hie  expense  arising  from  the  per  centage  to  the 
postmaster  on  the  fi«e  letters,  is  but  trifling,  as  in 
such  eases  he  receives  no  more  for  a  packet  of  two 
OQneee  than  for  a  aingle  letter ;  and  as  to  the  idea 
of  allowing  the  members  to  make  a  charge  for 
their  letters,  this  would  be  no  better  than  receiving 
with  one  hand  and  paying  awav  with  the  other. 
If,  however,  it  were  founa  absolutely  necessary  to 
take  precautions  against  the  abuses  that  were  ap- 
prehended, this  might  be  done  by  limiting  the 
namber  or  weight  of  letters  that  should  go  free  by 
any  one  post,  without  entirely  preventing  the  in- 
terchange of  sentiments  between  the  Repreaenta- 
tife  and  hia  conatitoenta. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  without  taking  the 
question  on  the  amendment. 


Webitssdat,  December  31. 

Mr.  Maoisoic,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  contract 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania; which  was  received,  and  read  the  first 

time. 

THE  POST  OFFIOS   BILL. 

Hie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  W.  SMrra  in  the  chair)  and  resumed 
th«  eonaideratton  of  the  Peat  Office  Bill. 

After  having  proeeeded  through  all  the  remain- 
der of  the  bill,  except  the  ei^th,  the  twenty- 
second,  and  twenty-third  sections,  (respecting  the 
cvriage  of  newspapers,)   which  were  postponed 


for  future  consideration,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  progress. 

Thursday,  December  23. 

A  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  contrsct  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  committed. 

A  memorial  and  addresa  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  from  their  several  religious  societies  in 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  Congress  will  adopt  such  measures  as» 
in  Uieir  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  salutary  and  effec- 
tual, for  securing  peace  and  firiendbhip  with  the 
original  holders  of  this  land. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  address  do 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GsHiiT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  several  motions  for  obtaining  annual  and 
regular  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  all  public  moneys,  and  for  a  due  examination  of 
such  statements,  made  a  report ;  which  waa  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ELECTION  OP  PRESIDENT,  <ka 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  in 
case  of  vacancies  In  the  offices  both  of  President 
and  Vice  President." 

The  bill  was  read  by  the  Clerk.  The  first  sec- 
tion being  again  read  by  the  Chairman, 

Mr.  TucKiR  moved  to  amend  this  clause  bv 
striking  out  these  words,  *^  except  in  cases  in  which 
an  extraordinary  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  shall  take  place,  as  hereinafter  specified." 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sioowicx  made  some  general  observations 
on  the  great  objects  of  the  bill,  and  adverting  to 
the  term  proposed  for  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vke  President,  observed  that  he 
had  his  doubts  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to 
give  a  longer  time.  He  enlarged  on  the  disagree- 
able consequences  which  would  probably  ensue,  in 
case  there  should  not  be  a  choice  by  the  Electors ; 
as  the  matter  must  then  be  determined  by  the 
House,  voting  according  to  the  Constitution,  by 
States.  He  descanted  on  the  pernicious  conse- 
quences which  might  result  from  the  collision  of 
parties,  and  the  working  of  passions  in  the  breasts 
of  men  whose  ardor  would  probably  be  exciteji  to 
the  greatest  degree  on  such  an  occasion;  every 
reasonable  measure  should  be  adopted  to  prevent 
the  evils  which  he  deprecated ;  he  therefore  moved 
that  the  worda  **  thh'ty  ditys**  should  be  struck  out, 
in  order  to  give  the  people  a  longer  time  to  give  in 
their  votes  for  Electors. 

Mr.  White  objected  to  the  motion.  He  conceived 
it  was  calculate  to  produce  the  very  mischiefs 
the  gentleman  appeared  to  deprecate.  If  it  had 
been  possible,  be  could  have  wished  that  the  Elect- 
ora  should  meet  and  give  in  their  votes  on  the 
very  day  of  their  being  choaen ;  he  wished  as  much 
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M  the  gentieman  to  adopt  measurea  to  prevent  the 
evils  he  mentioned ;  but  did  not  think  the  motion 
would  conduce  to  that  object;  he  thought  the  time 
should  rather  be  contracted  than  extended. 

Mr.  Datton  also  objected  to  the  motion ;  be 
thought  fourteen  days  would  be  a  more  proper 
time ;  it  was  the  design  of  the  Constitution,  tnough 
it  is  not  expressed,  that  the  President  should  not 
know  the  characters  to  whom  be  is  indebted  for  his 
election. 

Mr.  SiDowiCK  observed,  that  the  objections  would 
be  very  proper  was  it  certainly  known  that  the 
Electors  would  always  agree  in  a  choice ;  but  this 
he  conceived,  it  was  hardlv  possible  should  always 
be  the  case ;  and  what  will  then  take  place  T  The 
election  devolves  on  this  House,  and  the  Electors 
will  then  be  known,  and  liable  to  all  that  intri^e 
and  cabal  which  has  prevailed  in  other  countries. 
He  left  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  to 
determine  on  the  immense  importance  of  providing 
in  season  against  the  evils  of  a  contested  election, 
in  the  case  now  before  them. 

Mr.  Baldwih  obiected  to  the  motion ;  but  said  if 
it  was  struck  out,  be  should  then  move  to  insert  a 
clause  which  should  assign  different  periods  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  the  several  States,  so 
that  the  Electors  should  meet  as  nearly  as  possible 
at  the  same  time  in  all  the  States. 

Mr.  NiLss  objected  to  the  motion ;  and  the  ques- 
>   tion  being  put  it  was  negatived. 

The  ctauae  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  several  States  to  cause  the  names  of 
the  Electors  to  be  certified,  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  NiLss  observed,  that  no  person  could  be 
called  upon  to  discharge  any  duty  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  not  accepted  of  an  appoint- 
ment under  their  authority.  He  thoucrht  that  this 
was  opening  the  door  too  wide,  ana  involves  a 
blending  of  the  respective  powers  and  duties  of 
each,  which  are  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution; 
and  he  observed  that  he  should  be  sorry  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  attempt  to 
exercise  a  power  which  they  are  not  competent  to 
carrying  into  execution.  He  moved  that  the  clause 
ahould  DC  struck  out. 

Mr.  SfiDGwicK  observed  that  if  Congress  were 
not  authorized  to  call  on  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States,  he  eould  not  conceive  what  de* 
acription  of  persons  they  were  empowered  to  call 
upon. 

Mr.  Njles  said  he  considered  this  section  as  de- 
-  grading  to  the  Executive  of  the  sevenU  States;  and 
inquired  what  is  to  be  done  in  case  those  Executives 
should  refuse  to  comply  with  the  requisition  ? 

Mr.  Clark  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Com- 
mittee was  creating  difficulties  where  none  before 
existed.  He  observed  that  the  choosing  these 
Electors  was  a  privilege  >conferred  on  the  people, 
and  that  this  was  merely  pointing  out  the  mode  of 
exercising  this  privilege;  he  thought  the  clause 
stood  vwj  well  and  would  create  no  uneasiness 
whatever. 

^  Mr.  HiLLHOUSB  said,  he  considered  the  provi- 
sion improper.  It  imposed  a  duty  on  the  Supreme 
Executives  of  the  several  States,  which  they  might, 
or  might  not  execute;  and  thus  the  necessary  cer- 


tifieates  may  not  be  made.  He  seeonded  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  clause,  and  proposed  a  aobi^ 
tute  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Eleetors  to  proenre 
for  themselves  the  necessary  certifiealea. 

Mr.  LiTBBMonB  spoke  in  fiivor  of  the  elanae ;  be 
did  not  consider  it  either  as  an  undue  aasonptioD  of 
power,  or  degrading  to  the  ExeentiTea  of  the  re- 
apective  States. 

Mr.  Babhwbll  said,  a  small  addition  to  the  elanae 
would  in  hia  opinion  obviate  every  diflleulty ;  the 
words  he  proposed  to  insert  were — ^  or  soch  person 
as  the  Executive  may  appoint" 

Mr.  Stubobs  moved  to  stsike  ouf^Ezeentive," 
and  insert  **  the  Legislature.** 

Mr.  J.  Smith  sai<^  it  appeared  to  him  thai  the  pro- 
posed alteration  would  amount  to  exactly  the  same 
thing ;  for  the  duty  of  giving  the  eertifieate  would 
eventually  devolve  on  the  Exeeutive. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  elanae  was  negs- 
tived. 

The  ninth  section  provuies,  that  in  cane  of  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  of  President  and  Vloe  Presi- 
dent, the  Presklent  of  the  Senate  pro  tern,  or  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  act 
as  President. 

Mr.  Whitb  mbved  the  section  should  be  atruek 
out  He  ssid  the  House  had  formerly  disenased  the 
subject  and  could  not  agree ;  the  firat  pari  of  the 
bill  is  necessary ;  this  is  not  of  immediate  impor- 
tance to  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  FiTssufoifs  said,  he  supposed  the  qneetion 
must  be  determined  some  time  or  other,  and  be 
knew  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  decided 
at  this  time;  to  strike  out  the  dauee  woold,  in 
effect,  be  to  declare  that  the  Houae  could  not 
agree. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMaoR  was  in  favor  of  striking  out. 

Mr.  LiTBBMOBB  objected  to  the  motion ;  he  said 
no  two  subjects  could  possibly  be  more  intiflaalelv 
connected ;  and  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  ancJi 
as  to  render  the  intermission,  during  which  this  re- 
gency was  to  take  place,  as  short  as  poaaible ;  be 
boned  the  clause  would  not  be  stricken  oni. 

Mr.  Whitb  added  some  further  oljeetions  to  the 
section ;  he  said  it  was  dbtinet  from  the  bill,  and 
though  a  majority  of  the  Committee  were  in  £ivor 
of  the  characters  nominated,  yet  he  thought  it  wooid 
be  best  to  make  it  the  object  of  another  bill,  and  of 
an  independent  discussion. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  said,  he  hoped  the  aeetion  would 
not  be  struck  out,  especially  if  there  is  a  majority 
of  the  Committee  in  fiivor  of  it.  He  obeerved,  that 
last  session  there  was  no  decision  in  the  cane  ;  he 
conceived  it  necessary  that  the  business  should  be 
now  decided  on ;  and,  adverting  to  the  particttlar 
characters  named,  he  said  they  were  as  far  removed 
from  any  influence  of  the  Executive  as  any  persons 
that  could  be  possibly  pointed  out 

Mr.  Barhwbll  was  m  favor  of  going  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  at  this  time.  He  said  there 
waa  a  large  number  of  the  preaent  House  who  had 
not  heard  the  observationa  offered  In  the  laat  Con- 
gress ;  he  supposed  the  present  aa  proper  a  time  to 
consider  the  subject  as  any  that  could  occur.  If 
gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  section  will 
offer  their  objections,  he  should  be  gted  to  hear 
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tbem;  if  tbey  were  eonelusive,  he  should  yote  to 
strike  out  the  aeetioD.  If  ooihiog  wia  offered,  he 
ibottid  vote  ageinst  the  motion. 

Mr.  Stuxobs  mentioned  aeTeml  objections  to 
Uie  aeetion,  which  in  his  opinion  rendered  it  nn- 
eoRstitatioiisl ;  he  coald  not  find  that  the  Speslier 
of  tlte  Honae,  or  President  of  the  Senate  fro  tern, 
were  officers  of  the  Government  in  the  sense  con- 
templated by  the  Constitution.  The  eompensa- 
ttooa  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  are  set- 
tled by  the  ^Honse ;  the  Speaker  would  have  to 
decide  on  those  compensations;  this  he  said  ren- 
dered him  endenUy  improper.  He  further  obsenred 
that  the  consequence  would  be,  caballing  and  elec- 
tiooeering  in  the  choice  of  Speaker. 

Mr.  Whitx  said,  the  Speaker  waa  not  a  perma- 
nent ofiieer,  if  he  could  be  considered  aa  one  in  any 
point  of  view ;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  he  was 
no  more  an  officer  of  Government  than  every  other 
member  of  the  House. 

Tbe  question  for  striking  out  the  section  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Stcroks  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
**  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  Umport^  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.'* 

Mr.  Goes  stated  the  reasons  which  he  conceiv- 
ed fully  proved  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
elaose.  The  characters  referred  to  he  did  not 
think  were  officers.  If  they  had  been  eonsidered 
as  each,  it  is  probable  they  would  have  been  de- 
Bgnated  in  the  Constitution ;  the  Constitution  re- 
fers to  some  permanent  officer  to  be  created  pur- 
fsant  to  the  provisions  therein  contained.  These 
persons  are  not  permanent ;  a  permanent  officer  waa 
contemplated ;  the  subject  was  not  to  be  left  to  any 
eaaaaity,  If  it  eonid  possibly  be  prevented. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  said,  he  did  not  know  what  offi- 
cer eonld  with  propriety  be  said  to  be  permanent; 
offices  are  held  during  good  behaviour  in  some  in- 
•taoeea,  and  in  others  during  pleasure;  but  it  will 
be  impossible  to  say  that  any  officer  is  a  permanent 
offlMr,  for  the  expression  is  very  extensive.  He 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  idea  controverted,  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  or  the  President  of  the  Se- 
nate, pro  iem^  is  not  an  officer.  In  common  par- 
lance he  was  sure  there  was  no  difflealty  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Gbbkt  observed,  that  some  gentlemen  had 
nkl  the  Speaker  is  not  an  officer ;  but  if  he  is  not 
an  officer,  what  is  he?  He  then  read  a  clause 
from  the  Constitution,  which  says  that  the  House 
shall  choose  their  Speaker  and  other  cffieert.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  be  struck  out,  in  order  to 
avoid  blending  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
branches  together.  He  conskiered  this  measure 
as  a  politleaf  atroke  of  the  Senate:  but  he  hoped 
that  the  House  would  never  consent  to  making 
their  Speaker  an  amphibious  animal.  He  moved 
therefore  that  the  words  *"  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives'*  should  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB  objected  to  any  officer  appointed 
by  the  Executive  being  inserted.  He  said,  if  that 
should  be  the  case,  the  appointments  would  in 
most  caaes  be  made  with  reference  to  that  object ; 
and  hence  important  offices  would  often  be  filled 


with  improper  and  incompetent  persons.  Bcsklea, 
it  was  taking  away  the  choice  from  the  people, 
and  thus  violating  the  first  principle  of  a  free 
elective  Government  The  Senate  are  appointed 
by  the  people,  or  their  Representatives,  and  hence, 
in  his  opinion,  filling  the  vacancy  would  devolve 
with  the  greatest  propriety  on  that  body. 

Mr.  wiLLUHSOit  was  in  favor  of  the  motion 
for  striking  out  both  the  characters.  He  observed, 
that  this  extensive  construction  of  the  meaning  of 
the  word  officer,  would  render  it  proper  to  point 
out  any  person  in  the  United  States,  whether  con- 
nected with  the  Government  or  not,  as  a  proper 
person  to  fill  the  vacancy  contemplated. 

Before  taking  the  question  upon  the  amendment, 
the  Committee  rose. 


Fridat,  December  33. 

On  a  motion  made  and  aeconded, 

"  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
upon  the  petition  of  George  Webb,  be  referred  to.a  Sie- 
lect  Oommittee,  and  tlwt  the  Committee  be  instructed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  allowing  such  of  tbe  Re- 
ceivers of  Continental  Taxes  in  the  several  States,  as 
Continued  in  service  after  the  end  of  the  year  1782,  a 
commission,  as  a  compensation  for  their  services  and 
expenses,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  —  per  centum 
upon  the  amount  of  moneys  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived for  Continental  services  subsequently  to  the  time 
aforesaid:" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  and  report  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Clarx, 
Mr.  FiTZsiMOHS,  and  Mr.  BouiLNE,of  Rhode  Island; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

S»rt  the  same,  wiUi  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
ouae. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  en^iged  in  commerce,  previous  to  the 
late  Revolution,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  stating  the  peculiar  liardshii)s  under  which 
they  labor,  from  the  two-fold  causes  of  the  opera« 
tion  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace,  and  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress 
for  funding  the  public  debt  as  redeems  the  old 
Continental  money,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
dollars  thereof  for  one  dollar  specie,  the  former 
requiring  them  to  pay  their  British  debts  in  ster- 
ling money,  with  full  interest  to  the  present  time, 
and  the  latter,  depriving  them  of  all  hope  of  in- 
demnity, from  the  efiects  of  depreciation  and  tender 
laws  to  which  they  were  exposed  during  the  war, 
and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition  do 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  contract  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and,  alter  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
Uie  bill  without  amendment  It  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  eata- 
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blishing  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  offered  a  sketch  of  rates  of  post* 
age,  bv  way  of  amendment,  different  from  that  re* 
ported  in  the  bill  and  the  rates  now  paid.  His  plan 
was  a  general  reduction  of  the  rates. 

Mr.  Goodhue  said,  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
revenue  from  the  Post  Office,  any  more  than  that 
from  the  impost,  would  be  increased  by  establishing 
a  high  rate  of  postage.  He  was  pleased  with  the 
sketch  offered,  and  wished  it  might  be  agreed  to  as 
an  amendment ;  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  increasing 
the  revenue  of  the  Department 

Mr.  LiVERMORE  was  in  favor  of  the  original 
rates  reported  in  the  bill.  He  conceived  that  the 
reduced  rates  would  be  so  low,  as  materially  to 
injure  the  income  of  the  Department  He  did 
not  conceive  why  the  rate  of  postage  for  one  hun- 
dred miles,  in  one  part  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  greater  than  for  one  hundred  miles  in  another 
part :  he  referred  to  the  diminished  rates  for  great 
distances. 

Mr.  WiLLUMsoH  was  in  favor  of  reducing  the 
rates.  He  observed,  that  though  our  experience  in 
this  business  was  not  greats  yet  it  was  sufficient  to 
show  that  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage  tended 
to  increase  the  income  of  the  Department  And  the 
experience  of  European  countries  was  incontrover- 
tibly  in  favor  of  the  idea  of  a  reduction. 

Mr.  Balbwin  replied  to  Mr.  Livermoee,  and  ob- 
served that  the  amendment  recognised  the  same 
principle  in  respect  to  great  distances,  which  is  con- 
tainea  in  the  bill  as  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamsoit,  the  amendment 
was  altered,  so  that  the  rate  of  postage  for  a  single 
letter  to  the  greatest  distance,  should  not  exceed 
twenty-five  cents. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMovs's  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

The  section  which  makes  it  death  for  persons 
employed  in  the  Post  Office  Department  to  rob 
the  mail,  occasioned  considerable  debate.  The 
words  **  shall  snffier  death,"  were  struck  out,  and 
it  was  then  moved  to  insert  imprisonment  for  life, 
or  for  a  term  which  the  Court  may  think  proper. 
This  motion  occasioned  further  debate,  on  its  being 
moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  imprisonment  for 
life. 

Mr.  MiTRRAr  entered  into  a  general  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  He  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
if  the  punishment  was  not  loss  of  life,  it  ought  to 
be  the  next  in  point  of  severity.  He  enlarged  on 
the  enormity  of  the  crime,  and  inferred  that  a 
person  who  was  so  depraved  as  to  be  guilty  of  it, 
ought  to  be  forever  deprived  of  the  power  of  in- 
juring society  agnin.  He  adverted  to  the  princi- 
ples advanced  by  Montesquieu,  Beccaria,  and  oth- 
ers, who  had  written  so  ably  on  crimes  and  pun- 
ishments; but,  with  all  their  refinements,  they 
were  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  as  there  were 
grades  in  guilt,  so  there  should  be  degrees  of  pun- 
ishment He  adverted  to  the  regulations  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  he  said  their  jail  was  more  properly  a 
school  of  morality  than  a  place  of  punishment  It 
may  reform,  but  it  will  never  deter  the  abandoned 
from  the  perpetration  of  crimes.  It  might  answer 
the  present  state  of  society  in  the  Commonwealth, 


imt  he  doubted  whether  it  would  not  invite  to  the 
commission  of  crimes,  and  accelerate  the  period 
when  they  must  have  reoourae  to  a  more  severe 
sTstem  of  jurisprudence.  He  concladed  by  saying, 
that,  as  imprisonment  for  life  was  the  next  aererest 
ponishmeot  to  loss  of  life,  he  should  vote  against 
the  last  amendment 

Mr.  Habtlet  defended  the  syatem  of  poniah- 
ment  and  reformation  adopted  by  Pennsylvania. 
Experience  was  in  its  favor.  The  gentleman  has 
carried  our  ideas  to  European  countries;  bat  he 
thought  that  examples  from  our  own  country  were 
more  in  point  He  objeoted,  generally,  to  san- 
guinary punishments ;  and  the  panishment  now  pro- 
posed he  thought  would  be  too  severe,  if  generally 
incurred  for  the  erime  under  consideration. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sh 
again. 


^  MoKDAT,  December  26. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  carrying  into  efl^t  a  eon* 
tract  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  tnto  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  esta. 
blishing  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States. 

On  the  subject  of  newspapers,  Mr.  WmuAMaoa 
suggested  the  propriety  of  their  being  so  packed 
that  they  may  be  easily  inspected  by  the  post- 
masters; that  there  should  be  separate  aocounta, 
and  a  separate  mail  or  portmanteau  for  them; 
and  that  the  rate  of  postage  should  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  d^tance  they  are  carried:  those  sent 
one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred  miles, 
one-half  cent;  those  above  two  hundred  and  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  miles,  one  cent;  those 
above  three  hundred  and  Hftv  miles,  one  cent  and  a 
quarter.  He  moved  to  strike  out  the  23d  aeetion, 
and  to  insert  the  above  as  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Clark  proposed  to  amend  the  cUmse  by  a 
proviso,  that  the  papers  shall  be  dried. 

Mr.  FiTzaiMONs  doubted  whether  it  would  be 
proper  to  agree  to  the  amendment  He  waa  of 
opinion  that  the  consequence  would  be»  very  few 
papers  would  be  sent  by  the  mail.  He  inquired 
who  is  to  pay  the  postage  ?  The  printers  will  not 
pay  it ;  they  are  sufficiently  out  of  pocket  by  dis- 
tant subscribers.  Is  it  to  be  defrayed  by  the  eub- 
scribers,  weekly  ?  There  is  no  coin  of  the  deaerip- 
tioned  mentioned.  Difficulties  will  result  from  the 
mode  whkh  is  necessarily  adopted  for  great  part  of 
the  year,  of  sending  the  mail  on  hors^)^.  Should 
the  papers  increase,  as  is  supposed,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  send  them.  There  were  difficulties 
in  the  way.  The  printers  had  been  called  on  to  de- 
clare what  would  be  convenient  and  agreeable  to 
them ;  but  there  was  so  little  concert  among  them, 
that  they  had  not  given  any  mtimation  to  the  De- 
partment of  what  would  please  them. 

Mr.   Wiu.uMsoif    replied   to  Mr.  FiTzsmoas, 

and  obviated  some  of  the  difficulties  he  suggested. 

'  He  observed  that  a  certain  weight  ought  to  be 
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qwdfied,  which  the  poatmaster  ought  not  to  ex* 
oeed,  when  the  mail  is  sent  on  horseback. 

Mr.  Clabx  said,  he  thought  the  most  eligible 
method  would  be  to  make  the  printers  account- 
able for  the  postage.  This  had  oeen  proposed  by 
a  priotcr,  who  isnied  a  larger  number  of  papers 
than  any  other  printer  in  the  United  States.  This 
would  simplify  the  business,  and  prevent  trouble 
in  the  different  poet  offices. 

Mr.  BouKME  objected  to  different  rates  of  post- 
age for  newspapers.  He  beliered  it  was  not  ons- 
ternary  with  the  post-riders.  Newspapers  con- 
tained general  information,  and  ought  to  come  to 
the  suMcribers  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  on  the 
same  terms;  the  half  cent  would  indemnify  for 
the  charge.  He  moved  that  such  parts  of  the  mo- 
tion as  proposes  a  diflferent  rate  should  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  coDmxoT  believed  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken in  respect  to  expense  of  carriage  to  a  great 
diatance.  He  Airther  ooserved,  that  the  rates  being 
the  Jsame  to  all  parts  of  the  Union,  wonld  operate 
as  a  hoontj  to  the  printers  at  the  Seat  of  Oovem- 
ment;  for  it  was  well  known  that  the  printers  at 
the  Southward  could  not  afford  to  sell  their  papers 
at  the  same  rate  with  those  at  the  Northward. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHsoN  enlarged  on  these  ideas. 

Mr.  Steele  said,  that  the  amendment  of  his 
ooUeagne,  instead  of  giving  facility  to  the  ciroula- 
tioQ  of  newspapers,  tended  only  to  ffive  a  douceur 
to  the  printers  of  particular  States.  He  could  have 
irished  that  the  privilege  of  firanking  had  been 
itrnck  oat,  and  the  supposed  amount  thereof  ap- 
plied to  defray  the  expense  of  transporting  the 
newspapers:  it  would  conduce  to  <^ning  a  larger 
channel  of  information,  and  would  in  an  easy  way 
hrinff  intelligence  to  the  door  of  every  eitizen  in 
the  United  States.  He  preferred  the  bill  without 
the  amendment,  as  more  competent  to  the  great 


Mr.  Parxeb  observed  that  every  law  ought  to 
he  foimded  on  a  principle  of  equality ;  and,  on  this 
idea,  supposed  the  postage  ought  to  be  augmented 
in  some  proportion  according  to  the  distance. 

Mr.  UiLLHouBE  advocated  an  increase  of  the 
pMtage.  He  said  the  rates  proposed  were  not 
oomnetent  to  diseharginff  the  expense. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  that  the  half  cent  for  a 
peat  distance  would  not  defray  the  expense ;  he 
hsd  authorit;^  for  the  assertion ;  and  if  the  rate  is 
f^^iooed,  it  will  operate  to  discourage  the  private 
■^Bges,  and  all  comnranication  on  those  roads 
npported  by  private  subscriptions,  will  be  cut  off. 

Mr.  Haatlst  was  in  fiivor  of  one  rate.  He  ob- 
served that  the  rates  demanded  by  private  posts 
WIS  80  high,  as  to  amount  to  an  interdiction  of 
"^papers  almost  entirely. 

Mr.  Ba&xwell  was  in  iiavor  of  Mr.  William- 
son's motion ;  a  half  cent  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
^^J  the  expenses.  He  enlarged  on  the  bad  poU- 
^Ji  giving  a  monopoly  to  uie  printers  at  the 
oCAt  of  Government ;  country  papers  are  impor- 
tant on  manv  accounts,  and  ought  to  be  encour- 
^p^  It  is  toe  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General 
that  a  half  cent  is  not  a  sufficient  postage. 

Mr.  BouxirE'B  motinn  fox  strikmg  out  was  ne- 
gatired.  • 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hillhousb,  the  postage  for 
one  hundred  miles  was  raised  from  a  half  to  a 
whole  cent,  and  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any  greater 
distance. 

Mr.  Clabk  moved  to  add  this  clause ;  *<  to  be 
paid  by  the  Printers  sending  the  same,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  every  three  months.''  This  was  not 
carried.  The  section  was  furtiier  amended,  by 
saying  that  the  newspapers  shall  be  under  cover 
opened  at  one  end;  the  postmasters  to  receive  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  postage. 

The  residue  of  Mr.  Williamson's  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Livebmore  moved  that  the  proviso,  which 
empowers  the  contraetors  to  carry^  newspapers, 
should  be  struck  out 

Mr.  Page  observed,  that  in  disposing  of  this 
subject  the  utmost  caution  ought  to  be  used, 
lest  some  infringement  of  the  liberty  of  the  press 
should^  bo  the  consequence.  We  have  sulgected 
the^  printers  of  papers  to  a  certain  tax  for  sending 
their  papers  by  the  mail,  and  now  it  is  proposed 
to  cut  them  off  from  all  opportunity  of  making 
their  own  contracts.  He  thought  the  business 
ought  to  be  simplified  as  much  as  possible,  and 
the  Printers  left  to  themselves  to  dispose  of  their 
publications  as  they  think  proper,  independent  of 
the  mail. 

Mr.  Barnwell  supported  the  motion:  by  re- 
taining the  clause,  the  post  office  wonld  be  sub- 
jected to  innumerable  impositions. 

The  proviso  was  struck  out,  and  another  pro- 
posed b^  Mr.  BouDiNOT,  to  the  same  purpose,  with 
an  addition,  subjecting  papers  wat  by  contract  to 
the  inspection  of  the  postmasters. 

This  motion  was  objected  to^  as  it  would  ope- 
rate against  the  revenue  of  the  post  office. 

Mr.  BouDlNOT  observed,  that  in  forming  the 
contracts,  the  contractors  always  agreed  for  a  less 
consideration,  on  account  of  the  advantage  derived 
from  carrying  newspapers. 

This  motion  was  also  disagreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments  to  the  House. 


TlTESDAT,  December  27. 
THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  yesterday,  to  the  bill  for  establish- 
ing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road  within  the 
United  States. 

The  several  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee were  read.  The  first  section,  as  amended, 
after  some  further  amendments,  was  agreed  to; 
this  section  details  the  roads.  Second  amendment 
was  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  form 
contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  on  cross  roods) 
agreed  to.  In  the  eis hth  section,  the  rates  of  post- 
age are  established  by  an  amendment,  the  lowest 
at  six  cents  for  a  single  letter,  and  the  highest 
twenty-five  cents  for  the  greatest  distance;  agreed 
to.  Ihe  substitution  of  "  imprisonment  for  life," 
in  lieu  of  the  words  «  shall  suffer  death,"  for  rob- 
bing the  mail,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Ha&TLET, 
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vho  obterred,  that,  for  the  protection  of  pro; 
most  coantries  have  enacted  penal  laws, 
which  have  been  the  most  sangiiinazy,  hare,  I 
think,  not  been  the  most  racoesniiL  Those  of  a 
moderate  complexion,  have  had  a  better  effect, 
without  sporting  with  the  lives  of  men.  While  the 
English  Government  had  its  influence  in  America, 
the  pubUc  mind  in  most  of  the  Provinces  was  in 
favor  of  the  former  kind.  Pennsylvania  was 
among  the  first  exceptions.  The  Quakers,  who 
first  settled  Pennsylvania,  were  moderate  in  their 
manners  and  principles :  their  penal  code  remained 
till  the  late  revolution.  The  Independence  of 
America  has  led  to  great  inquiry,  and  we  have 
ventured  to  change  our  laws,  and  made  them  less 
sanguinary :  this  has  happened  in  a  greater  or  lesser 
degree  in  most  of  the  States.  Life  is  not  sported  with, 
and  the  idea  of  confinement  and  repentance  strong- 
ly prevails.  As  I  said  the  other  day,  said  Mr.  H.,  we 
have  altered  our  laws  with  great  success  in  Penn- 
sylvania. What  protection  are  we  to  have  to  this 
property?  What  danger  is  it  subject  to?  The 
Postmaster  General  will  doubtless  take  security 
from  the  deputies  be  appoints,  and  of  those  to 
whom  the  mail  is  intrusted.  This  is  our  securitj", 
and  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  where  a  man  is 

fnnished  with  death  for  a  mere  breach  of  trust 
'ines  and  imprisonment  will  be  sufficient  to  pun- 
ish the  party,  and  deter  others  from  committing 
the  like  offence.  It  is  not  like  a  robbery  upon  the 
person,  taking  his  money.  There  is,  in  the  latter, 
a  con^lication  of  offences;  personal  security  as 
well  as  property  are  involved,  and  the  crime  en- 
hanced. Perhaps  robbery  should  be  punished  with 
death ;  but  I  think  fine  and  imprisonment  sufficient 
for  the  crime  now  under  consideration.  The  pub- 
lic mind  would  more  approve  of  it  than  the  pun- 
ishment of  death. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  aareed  in  sentiment  with  Mr. 
Hartley.  He  said  that  extreme  punishments 
often  prevented  a  jury  finom  convicting  a  criminal. 

Mr.  Barnwell  was  of  opinion  that  a  crime  of 
so  pernicious  a  nature  as  robbing  the  mail,  ought 
to  be  punished  with  death. 

Mr.  LiVERMORE  was  also  in  faver  of  the  original 
clause.  He  observed  that  a  felon  was  never  so 
secure  as  when  he  was  hanged  out  of  the  way. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Hartley's  remarks  respecting  the 
salutary  effects  of  the  new  system  adopted  in 
Pennsylvania,  he  did  not  think  they  were  so  ap- 
parent as  had  been  represented ;  crimes  were  stul 
committed  in  this  city ;  for,  since  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  several  attempts  had  been  made  to  set  it 
on  fire.  He  said  that  punishments,  and  capital 
ones,  would  always  be  found  necessary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  observed,  that 
punishments  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  of- 
fences committed ;  this  is  not  done  in  the  bilL  He 
therefore  was  under  the  necessity  of  voting  against 
the  clause,  in  order  to  obtain  some  modification 
of  it 

Mr.  HlLLHOUBE  was  in  fiivor  of  the  amendment 
as  reported  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Hartley  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words  *<  for  life." 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Findley,  and  supported 


b^  Mr.  Kn-rBRA;  who  observed,  that  it  waa  a  prin- 
ciple in  jurisprudence  not  to  leave  too  mndli  to 
the  discretion  of  the  judges.  This  amendment  was 
carried.  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  aectioii  as 
thus  amended, 

Mr.  Baldwin  stated  sundry  particulars  to  show 
that  the  crimes  and  punishments  referred  to  in  this 
bill,  were  on  a  totally  different  principle  from  those 
mentioned  in  laws  already  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  United  Statea  He  shoold  therefore  Tote 
against  the  amendment 

The  question  being  divided,  the  first  was  on 
striking  out  the  clause,  '* shall  suffer  death;" — it 
passed  in  the  negative ;  so  that  the  original  daose 
remains. 

The  twentieth  section,  respecting /nmiktM^y  Mr. 
Wadswoutb  moved  should  be  stridden  out 

Mr.  Wbitb  observed,  that  he  did  not  like  the  clause 
as  it  stands;  but  he  was  not  for  abolishing  the  pri- 
vilege altogether.  He  read  a  clause  which  very 
much  restricted  the  pririiege,  and  which  he  should 
prefer  to  the  section  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hillhousb  said,  he  had  thought  fiivorably  of 
the  motion ;  but  on  more  mature  consideration,  and 
after  hearing  the  arguments  on  the  subject  from 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  it,  he  was  of  opinion  it  would 
be  best  to  retain  the  privilege. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  observed,  that  finding  a  great 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  sentiments  of  gen- 
tlemen  on  the  subject,  he  had  been  induced  to  renew 
the  motion.  He  observed,  that  the  evils  resolting 
from  the  prsctice,  he  had  found  on  inquiry  were 
much  greater  than  he  had  supposed;,  but  if  the 
practice  is  retained,  he  should  greatly  prefer  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Viqpnia.  He 
doubted  not  that  a  revenue  might  be  raised  from 
the  Post  Office,  and  in  a  wi^  which  would  be  per- 
fectly agreeable  to  the  people,  provided  abuses  were 
kept  out  of  the  Departmenti  by  fimnks  and  other 
means. 

Mr.  Sturobs  replied  to  Mr.  Wadswortb.  He 
observed,  that  it  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  privi- 
lege conferred  on  the  members,  but  intended  solely 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people ;  it  had  not  been  com- 
plained of:  was  productive  of  the  most  salutary 
consequences ;  and  he  did  not  think  the  disadvan- 
tages counterbalanced  the  numerous  benefits  result- 
ing from  it  As  to  the  abuses  mentioned,  he  bad 
greater  confidence  in  the  honor  and  integrity  bi^ 
of  the  present  members,  and  those  of  any  future  Na- 
tional Legislature,  than  to  suppose  they  would  abuse 
the  privilege.  He  was  in  &vor  of  every  necessary 
restriction,  but  still  for  retaining  the  substance  of 
the  clause. 

Mr.  Gbrrt  replied  to  Mr.  Wadswobth.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  arguments  offered  for  abolishing 
the  privilege,  were  the  most  forcible  in  fovor  of  re- 
taining it 

Mr.  KnTBRA  said,  that  though  the  revenue  of 
the  Post  Office  might  at  first  be  affected,  yet  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  correspondences  which 
would  arise  from  those  b^^n  by  fhmking,  would 
eventually  contribute  to  an  increase  of  the  re- 
venue. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  amendments  was 
postponed. 
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WumMDAT,  Deeember  28. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  representing  the  inequalitj  and  injustice  of 
a  late  act  of  Congress  for  the  assumption  of  the 
State  debfts,  and  praying  that  the  inequalities  there- 
of maj  be  removed,  or  the  injuries  and  burdens 
thereby  occasioned  to  the  said  State  redressed  in 
such  other  way  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
deem  exp^ient  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treuary,  for  his  information. 

A  Message  firom  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  accompanied  with  the  copy  of 
a  Letter  from  the  Attorney  General,  stating  certain 
difficulties  in  the  execution  of  his  o£9ce.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments,  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Post  Office  bill. 

The  twentieth  section,  with  the  amendments, 
WIS  agreed  to.  The  privilege  of  franking  to  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  and  conferred  on  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  some  other  officers,  being 
uoder  consideration,  the  following  debate  took 
place: 

Mr.  Wadswokth  having  mentioned  certain  abuses 
that  bad  heretofore  crept  in  under  cover  of  the  pri- 
Tilege  of  franking,  said  that,  of  a  great  number  of 
petitions  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him,  hardly 
one  had  come  by  post 

Mr.  Gbkbt  observed,  that  if  gentlemen  thought 
it  necessary  to  restrain  members  from  writing 
(free  of  postage)  to  their  fiimilies,  and  on  their 
own  private  business,  he  would  consent  to  such  a 
proposition ;  but  to  propositions  of  m  visibly  dan- 
gerous  tendency,  he  never  would  give  his  assent ; 
and  such  be  deemed  those  which  tended  to  pre- 
vent the  members  from  taking  the  newspapers,  or  to 
burden  the  carriage  of  the  papers  with  a  tax.  That 
wherever  information  is  freely  circulated,  there 
siaTery  cannot  exist;  or  if  it  does,  it  will  vanish 
IS  soon  as  information  has  been  generally  diffused. 
The  light  of  information  has  enabled  the  French 
to  discover  their  rights,  which  so  long  lay  con- 
cealed from  their  eyes,  and  has  put  them  in  pos- 
session of  their  present  Constitution.  However 
firmly  liberty  may  be  established  in  any  country, 
it  cannot  long  subsist  if  the  channels  of  informv 
tkm  be  stopped ;  instead,  therefore,  of  taking  any 
steps  that  might  tend  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of 
political  information,  the  House  ought  to  adopt 
measures  by  which  the  information,  contained  in 
any  one  paper  within  the  United  States,  might 
immediately  spread  from  one  extremity  of  the 
continent  to  the  other;  thus  the  whole  body  of 
the  ciiiaens  will  be  enabled  to  see  and  guard 
against  any  evil  that  may  threaten  them.  To  take 
any  measures  of  a  contrary  tendency,  would  be 
establishing  a  precedent  that  may  hereafter  be 
improved  to  the  most  dangerous  consequences.  It 
is  impossible  to  foresee  whether  every  future  Le* 
gislatiire  of  the  United  States  will  be  entirely  free 
from  despotic  principles  ;•  and  if  such  a  disposition 


should  at  any  time  prevail  in  the  Legislative  body, 
the  readiest  way  to  effect  their  purposes,  will  be 
to  stop  the  channels  of  political  information ;  first, 
by  preventing  the  members  from  taking  the  pa- 
pers ;  in  the  next  place,  by  preventing  their  send- 
ing them  to  their  constituents ;  and  lastly,  by  im- 
posing a  tax  on  the  papers.  This  will  be  the  surest 
mode  of  introducing  a  system  of  despotism  into 
this  country.  The  evils  that  are  apprehended 
from  the  pririlege  of  franking  are  but  trifling, 
when  compared  with  those  evils  of  greater  mag- 
nitude that  may  ensue  from  its  abolition.  A  man 
might  become  a  non-franking  patriot  on  very  cheap 
terms,  indeed ;  but  if  gentlemen  wished  to  establish 
their  reputation  for  public  spirit,  this  was  not  the 
proper  mode. 

It  could  hardly  be  supposed,  he  said,  that  any 
member  would  wish  to  retain  the  privilege  of 
franking,  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  trifling,  con- 
temptible advantage  he  would  derive  fix>m  frank- 
ing his  own  letters.  But  if  such  an  idea  was  en- 
tertained let  a  provision  be  made  that  no  oompier- 
cial  letter,  no  letter  on  private  business,  nor  any 
letters  passing  between  a  member  and  his  fiamily, 
shall  be  exempt  from  postage ;  and  that  no  letters 
shall  be  franked  but  those  relating  to  public  busi- 
nesa,  enclosing  petitions,  or  suing  for  redress  of 
grievances. 

Mr.  Williamson  observed,  that  if  the  burden 
of  franks  was  made  so  heavy  on  the  post  oflSoe, 
as  to  destroy  it,  this  would  prevent,  instead  of  pro- 
moting the  diffusion  of  information,  and  thus  the 
sooner  pave  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  des- 
potism. From  the  per  centage  allowed  to  the  post- 
master on  the  free  letters  at  New  Y<m^  durine 
the  last  year,  it  appeared  that,  if  they  had  been  aU 
charged  with  postage  as  single  letters,  they  woukl 
have  produced  a  revenue  of  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars ;  but  as  a  conside- 
rable proportion  of  them  were  triple  and  quadru- 
ple, the  whole  number  might  fiurly  be  rated  as 
double  letters,  and  would  thus  have  yielded  four 
thousand  five  hundred  and  six  dollars,  a  sum  which, 
if  applied  to  the  extension  of  the  posts  to  different 
parts  of  the  Union,  would  furnish  the  means  of 
diffusing  more  general  information. 

After  further  remarks,  he  observed,  that  the 
greatest  charge  contemplated  for  the  conveyance 
of  newspapers  in  the  ordinary  way,  was  to  be  only 
a  cent  and  a  half;  whereas,  if  enclosed  in  franks, 
they  would  cost  the  public  five  cents  each. 

Mr.  GiLSs  did  not  consider  the  privilege  of 
franking,  as  the  cause  of  a  general  diffusion  of  in- 
formation. The  privilege  he  thought  unnecessary, 
where  public  presses  are  established,  the  freedom 
of  debate  unrestrained,  and  the  debates  published 
in  the  newspapers.  It  is  sufficient  to  leave  every  man 
at  liberty  to  express  bis  sentiments  in  the  papers, 
and  that  the  public  are  free  to  read  them.  Although 
the  French  nation,  who  before  lived  under  an  arbi- 
trary Government,  were  now  become  free  in  con- 
sequence of  the  diffusion  of  information,  yet  he 
could  not  find  that  the  National  Assembly  possessed 
the  privilege  of  franking ;  even  if  they  did,  it  could 
not  be  by  means  of  that  privilege  the  information 
had  been  diffused. 
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It  had  been  said,  that  this  privilege  was  con- 
ferred on  the  members,  not  for  their  own  private 
benefit,  bat  for  that  of  the  public  Were  this  the 
case,  he  would  consent  to  retain  it;  but  it  extends 
further,  private  letters  being  equally  exempt  from 
postage,  as  those  of  a  public  nature.  Thus  one 
individual  is  exonerated  from  a  certain  burden  or 
duty,  which  another  individual  is  obliged  to  bear; 
and  by  extending  the  principle,  it  would  ultimate- 
ly authorize  an  exemption  from  any  contribution 
whatever.  If  the  object  was  merely  to  diffuse  in- 
formation, he  would  suppose  that  every  individual 
in  the  United  Sutes  ought  to  enjoy  the  same  pri- 
vilege, and  that  the  post  office  ought  to  be  esta- 
blished for  this  particular  purpose,  so  that  all  the 
citizens  might  be  upon  an  equal*  footing.  If  it 
were  said  that  postage  is  not  a  tax,  becau^  no 
man  is  obliged  to  send  letters  by  the  post,  Uie  same 
thing  may  oe  said  of  the  impost,  as  no  man  is 
obliged  to  pay  the  duty,  since  he  may  purchase 
or  not,  as  he  pleases.  The  constituent  body,  how- 
ever, would  be  justly  alarmed,  if  Congress  were 
to  say  that  the  members  should  be  exempt  from 
the  duty,  while  their  constituents  pay  it;  and  yet, 
in  the  article  of  postage,  this  is  exactly  the  case, 
as  eveiy  member  who  has  private  business  to 
transact,  makes  use  of  the  post  office  for  that  pur- 
pose, derives  a  benefit  from  it,  and  is  free  from  a 
pecuniary  duty,  which  his  constituents  suffer.  The 
grand  security  in  every  Representative  Govern- 
ment being,  that  the  Representatives  should  them- 
selves be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations 
which  they  impose  upon  their  constituents,  he  was 
of  opinion  that,  if  t^e  privilege  in  question  were 
not  a  direct  infringement  of  this  principle,  even  if 
it  wene  but  an  indirect  or  collatenU  one,  Congress 
would,  nevertheless,  act  wisely  in  relinquishing  it ; 
nor  would  the  diftusion  of  information  t>e  checked 
by  its  abolition. 

The  abuses  attendant  on  this  privilege,  he  had 
not  himself  examined  into.  He  took  them  on  the 
authority  of  other  gentlemen,  who  had  been  at  the 
pains  of  examining ;  but,  since  it  was  acknowledged 
that  abases  already  exist,  he  thought  it  but  reason- 
able to  conclude  that  they  would  increase  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increasing  number  of  those  who  are 
to  use  the  privilege ;  and  as  the  House  will,  in  a 
short  time,  contain  above  a  hundred  members,  the 
abuses  may  be  calculated  accordingly.  Moreover, 
the  very  duration  of  the  privilege  will  tend  to  vi- 
tiate the  use  of  it,  as  the  examples  of  other  coun- 
tries has  sufficiently  proved.  Every  gentleman 
on  the  floor  must  be  sensible,  that  the  abuses  are 
already  increasing,  ajad  are  likely  to  increase  still 
more.  He  had  himself  received  two  very  heavy 
letters  (one  of  them  from  an  utter  stranger)  that 
were  written  merely  for  the  purpose  of  inclosing 
letters  to  other  persons,  and  thus  avoiding  the  pay- 
ment of  the  postage. 

After  some  further  remarks,  ho  concluded  with 
a  wish,  that  the  clause  might  be  either  struck  out, 
or  so  modified,  as  only  to  include  letters  of  a  pub- 
lic nature,  beyond  which  he  thought  it  dangerous 
to  extend  it 

Mr.  LivERMORB  offered  a  few  remarks,  to  show 
that  the  privilege  is  not  confined  to  the  members, 


but  common  to  them  and  their  constituents,  who 
derive  from  it  the  advantage  of  communicatiDg 
their  sentiments  to  their  Representatives,  free  from 
postage.  Whence  he  concluded,  that  Representa- 
tive and  constituent  are  only  on  a  footing  of 
equality. 

Mr.  GiLKs  denied  the  equality,  since  the  consti- 
tuent's exemption  from  postage  is  confined  to  those 
letters  which  he  writes  to  the  members,  and  does 
not  include  his  letters  to  any  of  his  fellow  consti- 
tuents. 

Mr.  LiLUEANCB  expressed  his  unwillingness  to 
relinquish  any  privilege  attached  to  an  official  sta- 
tion, unless  gocd  reasons  were  alleged  for  such  a 
step.  If  he  thought  that  sufficient  reasons  could 
be  given  for  resigning  a  privilege  that  was  coeval 
with  the  Government  itself  he  would  concur  with 
gentlemen  in  divesting  themselves  of  it;  bat  he 
did  not  think  the  arguments  adduced  for  striking 
out  the  clause  possessed  that  weight  which  gen- 
tlemen supposed.  The  privilege  in  question,  though 
perhaps  sometimes  abused,  had,  to  him,  ever  ap- 
peared highly  beneficial,  as  affording  an  easy  com- 
munication between  the  nembers  and  their  con- 
stituents, for  useful  information.  Many  subjects 
had  occurred  in  the  House,  on  which  he  bad  found 
himself  incompetent  to. decide  from  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  wished  to  obtain  information  fi^m  some 
of  his  well-informed  constituents;  other  gentle- 
men, he  supposed,  were  often  in  the  same  predi- 
cament ;  and  in  such  cases,  as  their  judgment  was 
to  be  exercised,  not  for  their  own  advantage,  but 
for  that  of  their  constituents,  be  did  not  think 
they  ought  to  procure  the  necessary  information 
at  their  own  private  expense,  but  at  the  public 
charge.  As  there  are  some  evident  advantages 
resulting  from  the  privilege,  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  examine  whether  the  argumenta,  offered 
for  its  abolition,  were  well  grounded.  It  had  been 
said  that  members  had,  under  cover,  received  let- 
ters which  ought  not  to  have  passed  fi'ee ;  but  the 
bill,  in  its  present  form,  proviaes  a  remedy  for  that 
effect,  by  directing  that  all  such  letters  shall  be 
sent  to  the  post  office  and  charged  with  postage. 
When  this  regulation  is  made  luiown  throughout 
the  United  States,  no  more  letters  will  be  so  in- 
closed ;  or  if  any  should  yet  be  transmitted  in  that 
clandestine  manner,  surely  the  honor  of  the  mem- 
bers may  be  so  hr  Telied  on,  as  to  expect  that  they 
will,  in  compliance  with  their  own  law,  hand  them 
over  to  the  postmaster.  NO  gentleman  will  so  fiu- 
commit  himself  as  to  lay  his  character  open  to 
censure  and  obloquy,  by  conniving  at  such  abuses ; 
if  they  have  hitherto  existed,  it  may  reasonably 
be  hoped  that  they  will  not  hereafter  prevail  so 
extensively. 

It  had  been  alleged  that  the  privilege  woold 
produce  a  diminution  in  the  revenue  of  the  post 
office ;  but  he  was  surprised  to  hear  such  an  alle- 
gation ;  for,  since  it  was  well  known  that,  daring 
the  last  year,  the  post  office  had  yielded  a  net  sur- 
plus revenue  of  five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  erecting  new  posts,  if  the  privilege  (not- 
withstanding the  many  abuses  charged  to  its  ac- 
count) has  still  left  the  post  office  so  productive, 
it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that,  when  the  abuses 
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are  corrected,  k  wifl  operate  more  Injuriously  than 
heretofore. 

Tlie  privflegiB  of  Ihmking,  he  thoaght,  more  llke- 
\j  to  increase  than  to  diminish  the  revenue  of  the 
post  office;  Without  it,  fewer  letters  would  be 
written  bj  Che  members;  whereas,  those  letters 
in  which  they  communicate  mformation  respecting 
the  ditTerent  subjects  which  engage  the  attention 
of  the  Legislature  generally  produce  pther  letters, 
a  sngle  one  written  to  a  commercial  town,  occa- 
sioning many  others  to  other  towns  on  the  same 
sabiect 

The  people,  K  had  been  said,  would  entertain 
a  jealousy  against  their  RepresentatiTes,  on  account 
of  the  privilege ;  and  would  be  alarmed,  lest  this 
should  open  a  door  for  an  exemption  from  taxes 
hi  many  other  instaneea  But  are  the  people  jea- 
loos  of  the  privilege  by  which  the  Constitution 
secures  the  persons  of  the  members  fi'om  arrest, 
daring  their  attendance  at  the  session,  and  on  their 
way  to  and  from  it,  whilst  other  citizens  are  liable 
to  arrest  at  all  times  f  They  are  notj  and  to 
suppose  that  because  the  members  retam  a  privi- 
lege which  has  been  constantly  used  since  the  first 
formation  of  the  Gk>vemment|  they  will  also  seek 
to  exempt  themselves  from  taxation,  was,  in  his 
opinion,  an  unwarrantable  supposition. 

If  the  privilege  were  taken  away,  he  £d  not 
think  the  members  would  be  upon  a  footing  of 
equality.  It  is  well  known  that  many  members 
stand  in  a  reore  particular  relation  to  their  con- 
fitituents  than  others  do.  Those  who  come  from 
eoramereial  towns  are  subject  to  more  numerous 
applications;  and  if  they  are,  at  their  own  expense, 
to  defray  the  postage  of  all  the  letters  they  receive 
from  their  eonstitnents,  they  will  have  to  bear  a 
heavier  burden  than  other  viembers,  to  whom  ap- 
plications are  less  frequently  made. 

The  clause  under  consideration  contemplates  an 
exemption  from  postage  for  all  official  communicar 
lions.  Now,  if  gentlemen  admit  the  principle,  that 
the  officers  of  Government,  who  are  paid  for  their 
terrices,  ought  not  to  bear  the  expense  of  those 
comraiinications,  why  should  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  body  be  taxed  for  communications  of 
a  similar  nature  ?  If  the  members  be  obliged  to 
pay  postage,  why  should  not  the  public  officers 
pay  it  in  Hko  mtnnerf  If  any  distinction  were 
made  in  this  particular,  there  would  be  no  equality 
in  the  application  of  the  principle ;  and  if,  for  the 
sake  of  equality,  the  whole  cfa&use  were  struck  out, 
and  the  privilege  taken  away  from  all  parties,  then 
the  public  would  have  bills  to  pay  for  the  post- 
age of  those  officers  who  receive  communica- 
tions, or  it  would  become  necessary  to  increase 
their  salaries;  for  it  would  be  unreasonable  and 
unjust,  to  expect  that  they  should,  at  their  own 
expense,  defray  the  postage  of  letters  on  official 
business. 

ICr.  Wif.UAM80!r  observed,  that  the  bill  contem- 
plates the  establishment  of  double  the  number  of 
post  offices  that  were  before  in  existence;  that 
many  of  the  new  ones  do  not  promise  to  be  very 
productive,  some  of  them  not  being  likely  to  pay 
five  shillings  in  the  pound.  That  the  charge  for 
the  last  year  was  twenty-five  thousand  dollars; 


and  that  if  the  post  office  be  not  supported,  the 
means  wQt  be  wanting  to  aid  the  diffusion  of  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  LAuaAifci  thought,  that  with  moderate  rates 
of  postage,  and  a  strict  attention  to  the  regulations 
established  in  the  bill,  there  would  be  little  dan- 
ger of  a  deficiency  of  revenue  to  support  the  post 
office.  He  did  not  think  the  additional  posts 
would  so  for  exceed  the  revenue  as  the  gentleman 
last  up  seemed  to  apprehend.  Even  if  they  did 
happen  to  exceed  it,  he  was  wflling  to  go  some- 
what beyond  the  income  of  the  post  office,  for  the 
sake  of  a  mora  extensive  circulation  of  intelligence; 
and  the  additional  sums  that  might  be  applied  to 
this  purpose,  he  would  consider  as  money  well  ex- 
pended. He  did  not,  however,  entertain  any  ap- 
prehensions on  this  head ;  but  expected  that  not- 
withstanding all  the  new  posts^  a  surplus  would 
still  be  found,  instead  of  a  deficiencv. 

Mr.  BoDDiNOT  observed,  that  the  pririlege  of 
franking  is  both  personal  and  official;  and.  In  both 
points  of  view,  perfectly  justifiable.  As  an  official 
privilege,  he  thought  its  propriety  would  not  admit 
of  a  doubt ;  for  if  men  in  office  be  not  exonerated 
from  those  expenses  which  the  performance  of 
their  duty  entails  on  them,  their  salaries  muist  bo 
raised  to  indemnify  them,  as  they  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  serve  the  public  for  nothing.  As  a  per- 
sonal pririlege,  he  also  thought  it  necessary,  fn 
order  to  preserve  equally  between  the  members 
from  the  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  and  those  who 
Kve  near  the  seat  of  Government  It  was  wise, 
he  observed,  to  apply  proper  remedies  to  every  in- 
convenience resulting  from  the  remoteness  of  situ- 
ation ;  and  a  member  who  comes  fttun  the  distance 
of  five  or  six  hundred  miles,  would  by  no  means 
stand  upon  an  equal  footing  with  another  whose 
place  of  residence  is  less  remote^  unless  he  re- 
ceived a  compensation  for  the  local  disadvantages 
under  which  he  kbors.  This  circumstance  had 
been  attended  to,  when  the  travelling  charges  of 
the  members  were  settled,  and  a  greater  allow- 
ance was  made  to  those  fix>m  the  more  distant 
States,  than  from  the  nearer  ones.  In  the  article 
of  postage,  a  member  ftom  Qeorgia  or  New  £[amp- 
shire,  would  be  obliged  to  pay  more  than  a  mem- 
t>er  from  New  Jersey;  and  unless  a  compensa- 
tion be  allowed,  adequate  to  the  increase  of  ex- 
pense, a  visible  inequality  must  prevail.  Suppose 
the  price  of  boarding  were  raised  in  Philadelphia 
to  six  dollars  per  day,  could  the  compensations 
be  then  considered  as  equal,  unless  the  members 
were,  either  by  the  pririlege  of  franking,  or  by 
an  extra  allowance  for  their  postage,  exonerated 
from  the  expense  of  that  necessary  correspond- 
ence which  they  are  obliged  to  maintain  with 
their  families  and  their  constituents?  The  privi- 
lege eases  the  public  ftom  the  payment  of  a 
higher  compensation ;  it  was  known  and  used 
w£ren  the  compensation  was  settled,  and  the  sum 
was  determined  accordingly. 

As  to  the  abuses  that  had  been  mentioned,  he 
acknowledged,  that,  according  to  his  ideas  on  that 
subject,  the  privilege  had  been  abused,  though,  as 
some  other  gentlemen  understood  the  matter,  no 
abuse   had  been  committed;    for    some   thought 
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th^mselyes  entitled  to  use  the  privilege  in  favor 
of  their  friends.  But  when  the  law  expressly  pro- 
hibits the  members  to  do  so  in  future,  can  it  be 
imagined  that  thejr  will  pay  less  regard  to  the 
moral  obligation  of  obeying  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, than  the  other  officers  of  Qovemment  ?  Gen- 
tlemen acknowledged  that  the  latter  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  retain  the  privilege,  and  seemed  to  con- 
fine all  the  abuses  to  the  members  of  Congress ; 
but  if  it  could  be  guarded  in  the  hands  of  others, 
it  could  be  equally  so  in  the  bands  of  the  mem- 
bers, from  whom  it  was  reasonable  to  expect  as 
scrupulous  an  obedience  to  the  laws,  as  would  be 
paid  by  the  public  officers. 

The  calculation  that  had  been  made  (by  Mr. 
Williamson)  of  the  revenue  that  would  have  ac- 
crued from  the  franked  letters,  if  they  had  been 
charged  at  the  usual  rate,  produced  on  his  mind 
an  effect  very  different  from  what  was  intended. 
The  postage,  it  was  said,  from  this  city  only  to 
New  York,  would  have  amounted  to  near  five 
thousand  dollars  in  a  single  year ;  and  would  any 
gentleman  wish  to  subject  the  merobere  to  so  heavy 
a  tax?  If  the  lettera  were  not  written,  the  post 
office  would  gain  nothing  on  them ;  if  written  and 
charged  with  nostage,  at  the  expense  of  the  mem- 
bers, it  would  oe  impossible  tor  any  one  but  a  man 
of  fortune  to  come  forward  and  represent  his  feU 
low-citizens  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  This  cir- 
cumstance would,  in  its  consequences,  abridge  the 
liberty  of  the  people  in  the  choice  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives, a  choice  which  the  citizens  of  America 
have  a  right  to  make  at  their  pleasure,  electing 
men  of  talents  and  integrity  to  represent  them, 
whether  possessed  of  fortunes,  or  without  them. 

If  it  was  eentlemen's  intention  to  abolish  the 
privilege  of  franking  altogether,  without  making 
an  exception  in  favor  of  the  deputy  postmasters, 
the  deputies  in  every  part  of  the  Union  would  re- 
sign their  offices,  and*  how  could  the  business  of 
the  post  office  be  carried  on,  without  postmasters  ? 
If  men  of  character  cannot  bo  found  to  fill  the 
vacancies,  the  post  office  will  be  exposed  to  very 
great  danger,  and  people  will  be  afraid  to  intrust 
their  valuable  lettera  to  men  of  bad  character. 
Most  of  the  present  postmastere  are  men  of  repu- 
table charactera ;  and  what  is,  their  inducement  to 
accept  the  employment?  Not,  surely,  the  trifling 
consideration  of  a  few  dollara  per  annum,  but  the 
advantage  of  writing  an  occasional  letter  free  from 
postaee,  and  the  convenience  of  having  the  post 
attending  at  their  own  houses  once  or  twice  a 
week.  From  the  abolition  of  the  privilege,  the 
post  office  would  suffer  much  greater  injury  than 
gentlemen  seemed  to  be  aware  o£  It  was  wrong 
to  suppose  that  the  same  number  of  lettera  would 
be  written  if  it  were  taken  away ;  and  if  retained, 
the  additional  weight  of  lettera  would  prove  no 
inconvenience.  In  answer  to  the  arguments,  drawn 
from  the  expense  of  the  new  roads,  against  the 
competency  of  the  post  office  to  support  itself  from 
its  own  revenue,  he  observed,  that  the  additional 
expense  will  be  only  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
dollara ;  that  the  surplas  of  the  last  year  had  been 
five  thousand;  and  if  the  old  established  roads 
continue  equally  productive,  and  the  new  ones  pro- 


duce even  ten  shillings  in  the  poond,  the  post  office 
will,  on  the  whole,  come  so  near  defraying  itseli^ 
that  the  trifling  deficiency  will  not  be  an  object 
worthy  of  attention. 

Mr.  Wbitb  observed,  that  if  the  section  were 
retained  in  its  present  form,  a  member,  who  totally 
absented  himself  from  Congress  might,  during  the 
whole  session,  and  twenty  days  before  and  twen- 
ty days  after  it,  carry  on  a  free  correspondence 
to  every  part  of  the  United  States,  on  his  own 
private  business.  This,  he  thought,  by  no  means 
reasonable.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  have  the 
privil^e  limited  to  membera  actually  attending 
their  duty  in  Congress,  and  confined,  moreover, 
to  lettera  coming  from,  or  written  to,  the  State 
that  each  member  represents ;  for  he  believed 
that  very  few  gentlemen  in  the  House  corres- 
pond on  public  business  with  other  States  than 
their  own. 

Mr.  MuRRAT  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  all 
the  officera  of  Government  ought  to  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  sending  and  receiving  lettera  on  official 
business,  fi^e  of  postage ;  but  he  thought  that  the 
membera  of  Congress  ought  not  to  enjoy  the  same 
advantage.  Wlien  gentlemen  argued  this .  ques- 
tion, as  relating  to  themselves,  it  appeared  to  him 
to  be  Yery  little  more  than  a  competition  between 
personal  privilege  and  public  utility.  The  aboli- 
tion of  the  privilege  would,  in  his  opinion,  prove 
highly  advantageous  to  the  post  office,  especially, 
when  the  number  of  the  membera  is  increased. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  observed,  that  the  privil<^  was 
conferred  on  the  public  officers,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  transact  the  public  business ;  and 
it  was  for  the  ,same  purpose,  the  membera  were 
to  enjoy  it  That  there  is  n<r  reason  to  suppose  a 
greater  degree  of  virtue  in  the  public  offioere  than 
in  the  membera  of  Congress ;  and  that  abuses  are 
as  likely  to  arise  from  the  former  as  from  the  latter. 
He  thought  it  was  placing  the  charactera  of  the 
membera  on  a  very  low  footing,  indeed,  to  say 
that  the  public  officera  will  never  abase  the  privi- 
lege, but  that  the  membera  will  crush  the  post 
office  under  a  heap  of  abuses.  To  make  a  mem- 
ber pay  for  lettera  on  public  business,  would  be 
taxing  him  merely  because  he  is  a  member ;  for, 
if  he  were  not  so,  he  would  receive  none  of  those 
letters.  Some  of  the  State  Governments  had  id- 
ready  subjected  the  officera  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  a  tax  on  their  salaries;  and  if  the 
present  motion  were  carried,  it  might  furnish  them 
with  a  hint  for  proceeding  a  step  further,  and  tax- 
ing the  compensations  of  the  members.  If  a  mem- 
ber of  Conp;ress  be  subjected  to  impositions  that 
will  depreciate  his  compensation ;  if  his  privileges 
be  so  abridged  as  to  leave  it  inadequate,  a  pecuni- 
ary addition  will  become  necessary ;  otherwise,  no 
man  can  occupy  a  seat  in  the  House,  except  a  man 
of  large  fortune — a  circumstance  that  would  be 
pregnant  with  the  most  calamitous  consequences. 
Whereas,  if  the  doora  of  Congress  be  left  accessi- 
ble to  every  citizen,  proper  charactera  will  be  elect- 
ed, without  respect  to  fortune.  If  the  privil^pe 
were  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  members,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  equally  abolished  in  every  other  in- 
stance; and  that  no  invidious  distinctions  would 
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be  nude,  attribnthig  a  greater  or  lees  degree  of 
integrity  either  to  the  members  or  to  the  pablic 
olBeers. 

Mr.  McRRAT  replied,  that  he  meant  no  refleo- 
tion  on  tbe  characters  of  the  members,  when  he 
pat  them  in  competition  with  the  pablic  officers. 
If  the  priyilege  were  withdrawn  from  the  former, 
the  door  woold  be  still  open  for  any  gentleman  to 
introduce  a  mode  of  communication,  between  the 
confititnents  and  then*  -Representatives,  that  would 
be  less  liable  to  abuses.  Memorials,  petitions,  &&, 
might  come  enclosed  to  the  Speaker,  or  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House ;  and  every  person  forwarding 
inch  papers  might,  by  an  endorsement,  designate 
the  particalar  member  whom  he  would  wish  to 
take  charge  of  them. 

From  &e  complexion  of  the  debate,  a  stranger 
might  have  been  tempted  to  imagine  that  the  point 
in  dispute  was,  whether  or  not  the  members  sliould 
be  permitted  to  hold  correspondence  with  their 
friends  and  thehr  constituents ;  whereas,  in  fact, 
the  only  qoestioa  was,  whether  they  would  relin- 
quish a  privilege  which  they  had  unoonstitution* 
allj  assumed;  since  the  Constitution,  in  ennme- 
nting  the  sereral  pnvilegea  conferred  on  the  Le* 
gislative  body,  is  totally  silent  on  the  sulgect  of 
fiwiking. 

The  nature  of  the  Executive  Department  re- 
qoires  secrecy  and  despatch;  and  this  was  one 
reason  why  he  wished  the  public  officers  should 
be  aUowed  lo  retain  the  privflege  of  franking;  but 
the  same  ailment  could  not  be  urged  in  fiivor  of 
continuing  it  to  the  memboe  of  Congress,  whose 
operatioua  are  deliberate  and  open  to  Uie  public 
eye;  to  diminish  the  number  and  bulk  of  theur 
communications,  by  depriving  them  of  this  uncon* 
stitatkynai  and  unneoeasary  {mvilege,  so  fkr  from 
impeding  the  diffusion  of  intelligence,  would,  on 
the  coDteiy,  promote  it,  by  increasing  the  reve- 
Due  of  the  poet  office,  and  thus  fiuniitating  the  more 
extensive  circulation  of  newspapers. 

Mr.  GiLBs  wished  the  motum  so  modified,  as  to 
meet  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  last  up.  The  chief 
danger  of  the  privilege  appearing  to  result  from 
its  being  veeted  in  the  membersL  In  the  course 
of  the  debate,  he  had  observed,  that  when  the  tax- 
atioo  of  members  of  Congress  was  mentioned,  an 
apprehension' bad  been  expressed,  lest  they  should 
be  subjected  to  any  new  burdens;  but  that  tender 
regard  for  their  privileges,  which  made  gentlemen 
so  cautious  of  giving  up  any  one  of  them,  would, 
he  believed,  inspire  them  with  an  equal  degree  of 
caution,  if  ever  there  should  be  question  of  taxing 
members  of  Congress. 

A  gentieman  had  declared  himself  unwilling  to 
relinquish  this  privilege;  but,  previous  to  such  a 
deckratiott,  the  possesskm  of  it  ought  to  be  deariy 
proved.  The  Constitution,  from  which  Congress 
derive  aU  their  rights,  does  no  where  mention  such 
a  privilege.  The  privilege  of  freedom  from  arrest, 
does  not,  it  was  said,  give  umbrage  to  the  oonsti- 
tnent  body ;  but  the  reason  is  evident,  and  that  is, 
that  the  Constitution  expressly  grants  it  Sup- 
pose, however,  the  members  of  Congress  had  the 
further  privilege  of  not  being  obliged  to  pay  their 
debts;  this,  in  addition  to  the  other  privileges, 


would  justly  alarm  thehr  constituents.  Here  he 
saw  an  exemption  from  a  pecuniary  obligation — 
and  the  principle  he  considered  as  dangerous.  On 
this  ground,  he  wished  the  question  might  be  taken 
on  the  privUege,  merely  as  it  respected  the  mem* 
hers ;  for,  as  to  the  Executive  officers,  he  had  not 
the  same  olnection  to  their  possessing  it,  rince  the 
mode  in  which  they  should  use  it  is  to  be  pre- 
scribed, not  by  themselves,  but  by  the  Legislature, 
who  might  safely  be  intrusted  in  conferring  privi- 
leges on  the  officers  of  Government:  but  gentie- 
men  were  proceeding  fhrther,  and  going  to  deter* 
mine  what  privileges  tiiey  should  themselves  en- 
joy. The  Representatives  were  not  to  be  subject 
to  the  same  duty  that  was  imposed  on  their  con- 
stituents, and  this  was  what  struck  him  as  highly 
dangerous.  He  hoped  other  gentlemen  would 
view  the  subiect  in  (he  same  point  of  light ;  and 
if  it  appeared  equally  serious  to  them,  he  trusted 
that  no  arguments  of  policy  would  be  set  up  against 
the  Constitution. 

The  use  of  the  privilege,  dufing  the  time  past, 
had  been  given  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  its  fu- 
ture retention ;  but  if  the  members  had  assumed 
an  unjustifiable  privilege,  and  used  it,  could  that 
improper  nse  furnish  a  sufficient  reason  for  its 
continuance  ?  The  privilege  in  question  is  a  per- 
sonal advantage,  not  enjoyed  by  our  constituents, 
and  involves  the  violation  of  a  most  important 
principle. 

He  oondnded,  by  reminding  the  House  that  the 
Constitution  has  conferred  on  the  members  eveiy 
privilege  which  was  thought  necessary ;  and  that 
if  they  swelled  the  catalogue,  by  the  addition  of 
any  new  privilege,  it  would,  in  fact,  be  adding  a 
new  clause  to  the  ConstitutiOB*  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  gentiemen  would  proceed  with  caution, 
especially  when  they  were  treading  on  what  might 
be  considered  as  at  least  doubtful  ground. 

The  question  being  now  called  for,  and  passing 
in  the  negative,  the  section  was  retained. 

The  amendment  to  the  twenty-third  section 
was  also  agreed  to,  subjeding  newspapers  con- 
veyed in  the  mail,  to  a  postage  of  one  cent  for  one 
hundred  miles,  and  a  cent  and  a  half  for  any  great* 
er  distance. 

Section  twenty-five,  as  amended  and  agreed  to, 
authorises  the  postmasters  of  Portsmouth  New 
Haropshure,  Boston,  Providence,  New  York,  Phihi- 
delphia,  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  and  Charleston 
South  Carolina,  to  send  the  letters  to  the  houses 
of  the  persons  to  whom  addressed,  and  to  charge, 
for  such  conveyance,  one  cent  on  each  letter,  io 
addition  to  the  postage. 

Having  proceeded  through  all  the  amendments, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Thussdat,  December  29. 
Ordered,  That  the  written  Message,  of  yester- 
day, from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  the  Letter  of  the  Attorney  General, 
therein  referred  to,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  committed  the  Report  of  the  At- 
torney General,  on  the  Judiciaiy  system  of  the 
United  States. 
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Ordered,  Tlutt  the  petition  of  James  Ramsej, 
bj  Joseph  Barnes^  bis  attorney  in  fact»  which  laj 
on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
of  useful  arts." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  which 
lay  on  the  table,  for  establishing  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  thereto :  and  the  same  be- 
ing further  amended,  Ordered,  That  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  said  bill  be 
re-committed  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire^ 
Mr.  Laubance,  Mr.  Baldwis,  and  Mr.  Bourns^ 
of  Massachusetts. 


Friday,  December  80. 

The  several  petitions  of  Isaac  Benjamin,  James 
Bray,  David  Brown,  John  Camaghan,  Thomas 
Chandler,  Philip  Durk,  and  George  Durk,  Thomas 
Jones,  John  Kryster,  William  Miller,  and  Aaron 
Stratton,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
respectively  praying  compensation  or  relief  for 
supplies  furnished,  services  rendered,  wounds  re- 
ceived, or  injuries  sustained,  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war.  Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

A  petition  of  Abraham  Darlington  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  proying  to  receive  pav- 
ment  for  property  impressed  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  army,  during  the  Lite  war.  Referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  John  Churchman  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  the  patronage  of  Go- 
vemment  to  enable  nim  to  undertake  a  voyage  to 
Baffin^s  Bty,  for  the  purpose  of  making  discove- 
ries to  confinn  his  new  theory  of  the  variation  of 
the  magnetic  needle:  Also,  that  the  penalties 
imposed  by  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  may  be  increased. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND  CO.,  PA. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Northumberfaind,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praymg  that 
an  act,  passed  last  session,  imposing  duties  on  spi- 
rits distilled  within  the  United  States,  may  be  re- 
pealed. 

On  motion  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury — 

Mr.  Giles  objected  to  such  reference  as  impro- 
per. He  thought  the  subject  cognizable  by  the 
House  only. 

Mr.  Gebrt  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
opposed  to  a  more  particular  attention  to  this  pe- 
tition than  to  others  on  the  same  subject  He 
thought  the  petition  improper,  as  it  prays  for  a 
repeal  of  the  law.  He  threw  out  some  reflections 
on  the  people  of  the  Western  counties  for  their 
want  of  patriotism,  in  not  paying  taxes  for  the 


support  of  their  State  Government ;  and  now,  said 
he,  they  appear  to  wish  to  get  rid  of  all  oootriba- 
tion  for  the  support  of  the  General  GovenmieDt 
alsa 

Mr.  FiNBLST  observed,  that  it  had  been  castom- 
ary  to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  If  this  regulation  had  not  been  adopt- 
ed, he  shoukl  now  be  opposed  to  it  He  replied 
to  Mr.  GxRBT,  and  defended  the  character  of  the 
people  of  the  Western  counties;  said  they  had 
paid  their  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  State  Go- 
vernment with  promptitude.  Observations  of  a 
contrary  kind,  he  knew,  had  got  into  the  newspa- 
pers, which  he  thought  were  very  uricandid  and  im- 
proper; but  he  was  sorry  to  hear  such  obaerva- 
lions  from  the  members  of  this  House.  The  pre- 
sent petition,  however,  ia  not  from  a  Western 
county. 

The  motion  for  the  reference  was  agreed  Ux. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUBEa 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  extend 
the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  tfie  aoeounts 
of  the  United  States  with  the  individual  Sutes; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Mublhi- 
BERO  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an  amend- 
ment thereto;  which  was  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  several  mo- 
tions for  obtaining  annual  and  regular  statements 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  <?  all  public  mo- 
neys, and  for  a  due  examination  ci  such  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  LimuiORB  rose  tor  inquiir  as  to  the  de- 
nomination of  Legislative  prooeedtngs  whi<^  this 
report  was  to  receive,  whether  it  was  to  be  enact- 
ed into  a  law,  or  to  be  considered  as  a  standing 
rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gbrbt  replied.  He  said  the  object  was  to 
obtain  such  information,  from  time  to  time,  as  was 
necessary  to  forming  a  judgment  respecting  the 
propriety  of  additionid  taxes.  The  committee  have 
taken  such  steps  as  they  thought  proper ;  the  re- 
sult is  before  the  House,  and  it  remains  for  them 
to  dispose  of  it  as  they  may  think  proper.  He 
thought  there  would  be  a  propriety  in  making  it  a 
standing  rule  of  the  House.  It  would  be  acting 
agreeably  to  tha  Constitution,  which  expressly 
says  that  such  an  account  shall  be  exhibited. 

Mr.  LivBBvoitB  said  he  could  not  see  any  pro- 
priety in  this  mode  of  proceeding.  He  was  ia 
favor  of  as  full  an  investigation  into  the  expendi- 
tures of  public  money  as  any  man ;  but  he  thought 
that  no  rule  or  standing  order  of  the  House  could 
control  the  law.  A  law  is  already  enacted  fer  the 
regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department;  if  this 
law  is  defective,  it  may  be  amended ;  but  he  had 
no  idea  of  doing  business  in  this  way.  As  the 
gentleman  has  observed,  we  have  a  right  to  call 
for  such  an  account  whenever  we  please*  agreea- 
bly to  the  laws  already  enacted,  and  therefora  the 
resolution  seems  to  be  superceded.  Besides,  he 
doubted  whether  the  power  of  this  House  extcmd- 
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ed  to  the  making  rales  which  shall  bind  any  ftitnre 
Gongresa 

Mr.  GiUBB  mdertook  to  show,  from  Che  Consti- 
tution, that  one  Congress  had  a  right  to  prescribe 
rules  for  a  subsequent  Congress.  He  showed  that 
seTend  diaadTantages  would  accrue  from  a  con- 
tniy  position,  and  in  &ct  do  already  exist  in  con- 
seqaeace  of  the  House  haTing  acted  on  the  oppo- 
site supposition. 

Mr.  GaaaT  contended,  that  the  regulation  pro- 
posed was  necessary,  in  order  to  securing  this  im- 
portant olject  The  House  had  a  right  to  call  for 
this  intbrmation ;  the  Constitution  has  made  it  our 
doty  to  do  so,  and  we  hare  a  right  to  say  in  what 
manner,  and  at  what  periods,  thk  information  shall 
be  received. 

Mr.  BouBHB  said,  heoonceiyed  the  resolutions 
were  entirely  superfluous,  as  the  law  was  express 
on  the  suUect  He  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
law ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Babmwxll  spoke  in  fayor  of  the  resolu- 
tiona 

Mr.  LiTsaiioM  denied  the  right  of  one  House  to 
impose  rules  on  another.  The  supposition,  in  his 
opinion,  was  contrary  to  scTeral  express  provisions 
in  the  Constkotion ;  to  prore  which,  he  referred  to 
several  parts  of  that  instrument 

Mr.  MuRBAT  was  of  opinion  that  the  practice  of 
the  House  justified  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
now  under  consideration.  He  referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury's  repcyrt  on  Manufiustures, 
which  had  been  ordenMl  by  a  former  House,  and 
received  by  the  present 

Mr.  Gbsby,  in  reply  to  Mr.  BouaifB,  observed, 
that  the  article  in  the  law  just  read,  had  req>ect 
onlj  to  the  eUimatei  of  receipts  and  expenditures. 
Ad  estimate,  he  supposed,  was  a  very  diflforent 
thing  from  an  account 

Mr.  WiLLiAxsox  supported  the  resolutions.  He 
nid  the  present  Congress  had  a  right  to  make 
•ach  rules  and  regubtions  respecting  the  Treasury 
as  they  thought  proper ;  and  to  say  that  those  rules 
ihall  be  per^tual ;  still  a  future  Congress  may  re- 
peal them,  and  establish  others  which  they  may  say 
shall  be  standing  rules. 

Mr.  NiLBs  w&ed  some  rules  similar  to  those 
proposed  should  be  adopted.  He  denied  the  right 
of  one  Congress,  in  its  rules  and  regulations,  to 
bind  another*  On  this  principle,  the  present  House 
maj  choose  a  Speaker  for  a  subseauent  House. 
The  question  never  has  been  for  repealing  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  a  former  House;  but,  whether 
they  shall  be  adopted  f  He  wished  for  a  law  on 
the  subject,  but  was  <^posed  to  the  inquiry  in  its 
present  form. 

Mr.  CiiABK  was  in  (avor  of  adopting  some  mea- 
sures to  obtain  the  information  in  question ;  but 
he  thought  the  present  House  had  no  more  right 
to  bind  a  friture  House  by  a  standing  rule  in  Uiis 
respect,  than  they  have  to  say  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  next  House  shall  wear  a  tie-wig.  He  moved 
sn  amendment,  by  making  the  resolution  to  read, 
'*that  the  return  should  be  made  on  the  fourth 
Mondaj  of  October  next**  This  motion  was  se- 
conded, but  not  agreed  to. 

One  of  the  reaoltttkms  offered  by  the  Commit- 


tee, after  some  modification,  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Re»oh€d^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives,  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  in 
each  year,  if  Congress  shall  then  be  in  session,  or  if 
not  then  in  session,  within  the  first  week  of  the  ses- 
sion next  following  the  said  fourth  Monday  of 
October,  an  accurate  statement  and  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  moneys, 
down  to  the  last  day  inclusively  of  the  month  of 
December  immediately  preceding  the  said  fourih 
Monday  of  October,  distinguishing  the  amount  of 
the  receipts  in  each  State  or  District,  and  from 
each  ofBcer  therein;  in  which  statements  shall 
also  be  distinguished  the  expenditures  which  fall 
under  each  head  of  appropriation,  and  shall  be 
shown  the  sums,  if  any,  which  remain  unexpend- 
ed, and  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  statement, 
of  each  and  eveiy  of  such  appropriation. 

MoHDAT,  January  2, 1792. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
settling  the  Accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  individual  States  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  a  statement  of 
the  disposition  of  the  sums  expended  from  the  ten 
thousand  dollars  appropriated  for  contingent  ex- 
penses of  Government 

KLECTION   OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRE- 
SIDENT. 

The  House  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relative  to  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  Ac.,  Mr.  Mublbnbbbo 
in  the  Chair. 

The  ninth  section  being  under  consideration  :  a 
motion  had  been  made  to  strike  out  **  the  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,**  iux. 

The  question  being  divided,  the  vote  on  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  was  put  and 
negatived ;  that  on  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rei- 
presentatives  was  also  negatived.  The  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth  sections,  were 
discussed  and  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendments  to  the  House.  The  House 
took  the  same  into  consideration.  The  first  amend- 
ment was  not  adopted.  The  second  amendment 
was  to  insert  **  Legislature'*  instead  of  '*  authority,** 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLLfAMsoif,  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
strike  out  of  the  ninth  section  the  words  **  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate  pro  tempore^  and,  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate,  then  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
time  being.*' 

A  division  of  the  said  motion  was  called  for. 
Whereupon, 

The  question  being  put  for  striking  out  the 
words  *^  the  Ihresident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,*^ 
it  passed  in  the  negatives-yeas  24,  nays  27,  as 
follows : 
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Tbas.— John  Baptist  Aabe,  Abnbam  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Tlvimias  Fitzaimons,  William 
B.  Giles,  Samuel  OriflEin,  Israel  Jaooba,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Madison,  Frederick  Au- 

gastus  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua 
eney,  Samuel  Sterrett^  Jonathan  Stuiges,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  George  Tliatcher,  Abraham  Yenable,  Antho- 
ny Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
mncis  Willis. 

Nat& — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Bondinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gil- 
man,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  William  Barry 
Grove,  IHiniel  Heister,  Philip  Key,  Amasa  Learned, 
Bamnel  Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel 
Ktles,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonroaker,  Jeremi^  Smith,  Is- 
rael Smith,  William  Smitli,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  and  Arteroas  Ward. 

And  then  the  quesUon  being  pat  for  striking  oat 
the  words  ''and  in  caae  there  shall  be  no  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  time  being/'  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  aflinnative — ^yeas  26,  nays  25,  as  fol* 
lows: 

TtA& — Messrs.  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, John  Brown,  William  Findlev,  Thomas  FItasira- 
ons,  Elbridee  Gerry.  William  R  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin, 
Israel  Jacobs,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison.  Frederidc  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Eg^ 
bert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel 
Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

A  clause  was  added  to  the  bill,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  TucxBR,  providing  for  the  choice  of  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tempore^  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies  in  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 

TuESDAT,  January  8. 
THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  were  re-committed  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  bill  for  esta- 
blishing the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
United  States,  made  a  report:  Whereupon,  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  said  committee,  in 
lieu  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  sections, 
were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Several  other  amendments  being  proposed  to  the 
bill — 

A  motion  was   made  by  Mr.   FiTzsiiioifs,  to 


allow  the  proprietors  of  stages  emploTed  in  on- 
veying  the  mail,  to  carry  passengers  also,  withoit 
being  liable  to  molestation  or  unpedimeot^  on  any 
of  the  post  roads. 

Against  the  motion  it  was  urged*  that  the  Ge- 
neral Government  has  no  right  to  mftke  any  t»A 
provision ;  and  that  even  if  it  possessed  the  power, 
such  an  exertion  of  it  would  be  unjust,  as  it  would 
interfere  with  the  private  rights  of  indiTidnals,  who, 
under  the  laws  of  some  States,  (Maryland  and 
Virginia,  for  instance)  enjoy  the  exdusive  privi- 
lege of  driving  stages  for  tiie  conveyance  of  in- 
velers.  Under  the  faith  of  the  State  laws,  whid 
were  in  existence  before  the  estaUishment  of  ths 
present  Government,  and  have  not  yet  been  abn>- 
gated,  these  citizens  vested  a  considerable  proper^ 
in  this  business,  in  hopes  of  reaping  an  adeqnate 
advantage  from  their  undertaking.  In  many  in- 
stances, it  was  made  a  condition  in  the  contract, 
that  they  should  make  and  repair  the  rosds  at  their 
own  private  expense:  the  terms  they  complied 
with ;  but  they  would  not  have  thus  expended  tfaeb 
money,  or  established  the  stages  at  all,  if  they  had 
not  obtained  a  monopoly  to  secure  them  in  the  a- 
elusive  enjoyment  of  the  benefits ;  and  to  this  mo* 
nopoly  the  public  are  indebted  for  the  che^>  and 
easy  conveyance  which  those  stageB  mi  presest 
afford  for  private  passengers  and  rae  mail  of  the 
United  States.  Many  of  the  original  proprietors 
have  made  transfers  of  their  right,  for  considerable 
sums  of  money ;  nor  can  the  right,  thus  acquired 
by  the  present  proprietors,  be  io^ired,  without 
an  open  violation  of  private  contracts,  and  the  n- 
vasion  of  a  property  lawfully  purchased,  and  gmff- 
anteed  by  the  State  Legislatures, — a  propertj, 
which  Congress  have  no  right  to  take  for  the 
public  use,  without  making  an  adequate  compcn- 
sation. 

That  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  empow- 
ers the  Federal  Government  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads,  cannot,  it  was  said,  be 
understood  to  extend  firther  than  the  conveyance 
of  intelligence,  which  is  the  proper  object  of  the 
Post  Office  establishmeDt  It  gives  no  power  to 
send  men  and  baggage  by  post  The  State  Govern- 
ments have  always  possessed  the  power  of  stopping 
or  taxing  passengers ;  that  power  they  have  never 
given  up ;  and  &e  proposition  now  made  to  wrest 
it  from  them,  mieht  be  viewed  as  an  attempt  to 
lay  the  State  Legislatures  prostrate  at  the  feet  of 
the  General  Government,  and  will  give  a  shock  to 
every  State  in  the  Union. 

If,  by  the  construction  of  that  clause  of  the  Coo- 
stitution,  which  authorizes  Congress  to  make  all 
laws  necessary  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
several  powers  rested  in  them,  they  should  esta- 
blish the  proposed  regulations  for  the  conveyanee 
of  the  mail,  they  may  proceed  &rther,  and  so  re- 
gulate the  post  roads,  as  to  prevent  passengers 
from  traveling  on  them;  they  may  saj  what 
weights  shall  be  carried  on  those  roads,  and  at 
what  seasons  of  the  year ;  they  may  remove  evoy 
thing  that  stands  in  their  way— they  maj  level 
buildings  io  the  ground,  under  pretence  of  making 
more  convenient  roads;  they  may  abolish  tc^ 
and  turnpikes;  they  may,  where  an  established 
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feny  hn  been  kept  for  a  handred  yeare  past  in  the 
most  eonrenient  plaee  for  crossing  a  river,  give  the 
pOBt>rider  authority  to  set  up  a  new  one  beside  it, 
and  ruin  the  old  establishment ;  thev  may  say,  that 
the  person  who  carries  the  mail  shall  participate 
io  every  privilem  that  is  now  exclusively  enjoyed 
by  any  man  or  oody  of  men,  and  allege,  as  a  rea- 
son for  these  encroachments,  that  they  are  only 
neeesBsry  eneovragements  to  carry  the  mail  of  the 
United  States.  In  short,  the  ingenuity  of  man  can 
not  de\ise  any  new  proposifion  so  strange  and  in- 
consistent, as  not  to  be  reducible  within  the  pale  of 
the  Constitution,  by  such  a  mode  of  construction. 
If  this  were'  once  admitted,  the  Constitution  would 
be  an  useless  and  dead  letter ;  and  it  would  be  to 
no  purpose,  that  the  States,  in  Convention  assem- 
bled, had  fhuned  that  instrument  to  guide  the 
steps  of  Con^«s8 :  as  well  might  they  at  once  have 
said,  **  There  shall  be  a  Congress,  who  shall  have 
fall  power  and  authority  to  make  all  laws,  which  to 
their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet  and  proper." 

Bat  the  States  will  never  submit  to  this  new 
reipilation;  nor  will  the  individuals  concerned 
tamely  sufier  an  invasion  of  those  rights,  which 
thev  enjoy  under  the  State  laws.  A  contest  will 
nndoabtecily  ensue ;  and  the  present  proprietors  of 
the  stages  will  not  fail  to  stop  any  new  stage-wa- 
f^otu  that  carry  passengers  along  their  roads,  whe- 
ther they  carry  the  mail  or  not  It  would  be  un- 
wise in  Congress  to  enter  into  a  contest  where  the 
advantage  is  but  trifling,  and  the  risk  much  greater 
perhaps  than  they  are  aware  o£  It  is  easy  to  blow 
a  soull  spaiic  into  an  extensive  flame ;  and  pru- 
dence ou|fht  to  caution  them  against  raising  a  fer- 
ment, which  may  be  productive  of  the  most  serious 
consequences. 

In  favor  of  the  motion  it  was  urged  tluit  the 
Constitntiony  in  authorizing  Congress  to  establish 
post  ofSeem  and  post  roa4u,  and  to  make  all  laws 
neeesMiry  for  carrying  into  execution  the  several 
powers  intrusted  to  Stem,  has  conferred  on  them 
ample  powers  respecting  the  point  in  question.  If 
the  post  roads  belong  to  the  United  States,  then 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States  haa  as  good  a 
right  to  use  theniy  under  the  regulations  of  Con- 
grm,  as  the  citizens  of  any  particular  State,  through 
which  they  happen  to  run.  If  they  belong  to  tne 
indiridnal  States,  and  are  subject  to  their  regu- 
lation, the  same  authority  that  limits  the  use  of 
them  to  particular  wagons,  may  also  say  that  those 
wagons  shall  carry  nothing  else  but  passengers, 
and  thus  even  the  mail  itself  may  be  prevented 
from  passing. 

It  was  thouffht  hard  that  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  should  oe  prevented  from  traveling  through 
an  Individual  State  in  a  stage-wagon,  unleas  the 
wagon  belonged  to  that  State.  If  a  right  exists  in 
the  State  Legislature  to  impose  a  tax  in  Uiis  instance, 
they  may  turn  it  out  at  a  high  rate,  and  make  it 
amount  to  what  they  please:  they  may  proceed 
further,  and  oblige  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States  who  travels  within  their  boundaries,  to  pur- 
chase a  certificate  to  entitle  him  to  pass. 

If  the  House  meant  to  establish  the  post  office 
at  all,  and  to  have  the  roads  free,  it  was  thought 
OMeseary  to  make  audi  a  provision  as  the  one  un- 


der consideraUon.  If  not,  the  Postmaster  General 
may  be  obliged  to  adopt  the  less  convenient  mode 
of  having  the  mail  carried  every  where  on  horse- 
back ;  even  in  this  case,  the  State  Legislatures  may 
subject  the  post-horses  to  a  tax,  upon  the  same 
principle  as  toe  post^carriages. 

The  question,  it  was  said,  could  not  involve  any 
controversy  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  States.  It  waa  merely  a  judicial  ques- 
tion,  and  determinable  in  a  Court  of  Law,  whether 
a  State  has  a  right  to  grant  and  support  such  a 
monopoly.  Other  monopolies  had  existed  before 
the  establishment  of  the  General  Government,  but 
had  been  since  done  away ;  the  duty  of  tonnage, 
for  instance,  which  had  been  granted  in  some 
States  for  the  improvement  of  navigation. 

As  to  the  infringement  of  contracts  made  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  if  the  different 
Conventions  had  agreed  upon  that  ground,  the 
Constitution  itself  would  never  have  oeen  adopt- 
ed, as  it  abrogated  not  only  several  private  con- 
tracts, but  even  certain  parts  of  the  State  Constitu- 
tions themselves.  But  the  evil,  in  the  present  case, 
would  be  great  indeed,  if  the  States  were  allowed 
a  power  of  repealing  or  annulling  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  under  cover  of  acts  that  existed 
previous  to  its  formation. 

The  laws  of  the  United  Statds  must  be  general : 
they  must  operate  equally  throughout  the  Union, ^ 
nor  be  clogged  with  any  incumbrances  or  restric- 
tions in  anv  one  State  more  than  another.  The 
power  of  barely  establishing  post  roads  would 
prove  a  mere  nullity,  unless  accompanied  with  a 
power  of  making  them  useful.  The  stages  are  a 
public  convenience  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
states  traveling  along  those  roads;  and  if  the 
State  Legislatures  exercise  the  power  of  stopping 
and  taxing  those  carriages  at  their  pleasure,  the 
utility  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  together  with 
that  of  the  roads  themselves,  will  .be  in  a  great 
measure  destroyed.  If,  to  prevent  this  evil,  and 
the  better  to  accommodate  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  the 
Eublic  mail,  Congress  found  it  necessary  to  esta- 
lish  turnpike^roads  from  one  end  of  the  Continent 
to  the  other,  the  Constitution  gave  them  full  power 
to  make  such  regulaUons,  and  it  hoped  they  would 
soon  adopt  the  measure. 

Without  coming  to  a  decision,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wedhbsdat,  January  4. 

Mr.  Laurahcb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Brigadier  General 
Joseph  Harmer,  in  behalf  of  the  commissioned 
officers  of  the  army,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
representing  the  injuries  they  are  subject  to  from 
the  operation  of  an  act  of  Congress  relative  to  the 
assumption  of  the  State  debts,  and  praying  a  farther 
assumption  of  the  debt  of  that  State.  Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
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from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  report 
on  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  Uncolp,  in  behalf  of 
himself,  Cyras  Griffin,  and  David  Humphreys,  late 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
treating  of  peace  with  the  Southern  tribes  of  In- 
dians.   Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  report  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Boitdihot,  and  Mr. 
Steels  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  LivsRBfORE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  George  Webb,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
thereon,  presented  a  bill  granting  farther  compensa- 
tion to  certain  receivers  of  Continental  tazea; 
which  was  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 


Thxtbsdat,  January  5. 

A  bill  granting  further  compensation  to  certain 
receivers  of  Continental  taxes  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  which  lay  on  the  table,  for  establishing  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  further  to 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  ' 
section,  the  following  clause : 

"  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  carriages,  by  which  the  mail  shall  be  conveyed, 
to  receive  pasiieDgers  to  or  from  any  plaoe  or  places,  and 
through  aoy  State  or  States,  upon  all  roads  declared  to 
be  post  roads,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Clark  objected  to  the  proposition.  He 
thought  it  would  give  rise  to  a  contest  between 
the  State  and  General  Governments,  which  be 
conceived  was  unnecessary,  and  had  better  be 
avoided. 

Mr.  SsNBT  also  objected  to  it  Before  such  a 
clause  was  agreed  to,  it  certainly  was  incumbent  on 
the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  it  to  show  that  the 
regulations  in  the  several  States  which  would  be 
affected  by  it,  had  or  would  obstract  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail.  Except  this  was  made  to  appear, 
it  ought  to  be  well  considered  how  far  the  inter- 
ference with  those  privileges  would  tend  to  disturb 
the  tranquility  of  the  Government 

Mr.  livERMORE  said  he  had  no  doubts  on  this 
subject  The  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  send  the  mail 
in  that  way  which  will  be  moat  for  the  public 
advantage,  cannot  be  controverted.  Let  gentle- 
men consider  what  would  be  the  consequence,  if 
similar  monopolies  existed  in  all  the  other  States ; 
it  would  entirely  render  nugatory  the  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  post  omces  and  post  roads. 
The  consequences  of  this  are  easily  to  be  con- 
ceived. It  is  said,  that  the  persons  vested  with 
these  exclusive  privileges  have  contracted  on  as 
easy  terms  as  the  Postmaster  General  could  have 
contracted  with  any  other  persons ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  Uiey  will  not  extort  in  future — ^it  cei^ 
tainly  destroys  all  competition,  and   leaves   the 


United  States  entirely  in  the  power  of  these  p». 
sons.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would  not  heskstc 
to  adopt  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Sbhet  replied  to  Mr.  LnrxmiiORX,  in  a  few 
remarks,  in  which  he  justified  the  States  of  Mirj- 
land  and  Virginia  for  granting  the  monopolies  in 
question. 

Mr.  Gbrrt  said  he  was  in  iavor  of  the  pfopott- 
tion.  He  asserted  that  the  power  to  establiBb 
post  roads  was  coeval  with  that  of  establishing 
post  offices ;  if  the  former  power  is  not  in  Con- 
gress, they  have  already  proceeded  too  far  in  ei- 
ercLsing  the  latter  power.  It  has  been  said,  tint 
the  States  had  a  pffht  to  grant  these  monopolies— 
to  this  he  conceded  that  they  had,  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  tlie  Constitution ;  but,  in  eonsequeoee 
of  tiiat  event,  all  such  laws  are  null  and  void  of 
course.  It  is  become  necessary  for  Congress  to 
carry  their  power  in  this  respect  into  exeeutioo; 
for  he  had  been  informed,  from  good  authoritj, 
that  the  Postmaster  General  could  not  contraet 
with  these  persons  upon  the  same  terms  that  he 
could  with  others.  He  instanced  other  inconve- 
niences and  disadvantages  resulting  from  thb 
situation  of  things,  especially  by  an  unneeenaiy 
detention  of  the  mail  for  two  liays  every  week. 
Congress  ought  to  define  and  declare  their  powen, 
that  those  States  which  have  passed  laws  ineom- 
patible  therewith  may  repeal  them.  With  rennet 
to  the  power  of  establishing  post  offices,  none  of 
the  States  claim  a  participation  of  that  power; 
and  as  to  the  establishing  post  roads,  if  the  States 
possess  any  power  in  that  case,  Congress  oertsinlj 
possesses  oonourrent  power ;  aad  thmfore  this  Go- 
vernment may  certainly  make  the  necessary  rep- 
lations,  where  the  States  have  either  made  m- 
proper  regulations,  or  no  regulations  at  alL  He 
conceived  that  justice  to  incuvidnals,  and  to  the 
United  States,  rendered  it  absolutely  neceoaaiy  for 
Congress  to  exercise  the  power. 

Mr.  NiLES  inquired  what  is  the  import  of  the 
present  question  ?  Is  it  not,  sir,  whether  jou  msj 
carry  your  mail  through  any  of  the  States,  on 
foot,  on  horseback,  or  in  a  stage  coach  ?  It  is  not 
contended  that  any  law  of  any  State  can,  consti- 
tutionally, prevent  this.  The  States,  br  adopting 
the  Constitution,  have  ceded  their  right  to  yos, 
and  of  course  divested  themselves  of  all  right  to 
prevent  you  from  exercising  it.  But,  sir,  the  qnes- 
tion  is  simply,  whether  Congress  have  a  right  to 
authorize  the  carrier  of  the  mail  to  carry  passen- 
gers, on  hire,  through  those  States  where  an  ex- 
clusive right  of  carrying  passengers  for  hire  hss 
been  granted  by  the  State  Government,  and  still 
exists.  You  are  empowered  by  the  Constitution 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  and  to  do 
whatever  may  be  neeestafy  and  jnvper  to  csny 
that  power  into  effect.  Now,  sir,  is  it  necesssiy 
in  order  to  the  transportation  of  your  mail,  that 
you  should  erect  stage-coaohes  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  passengers  ?  What  has  your  mail  to 
do  with  passengers  transported  for  hire  ?  Whr, 
sir,  nothing  more  than  tnis — ^by  granting  to  the 
carrier  of  your  mail  a  right  to  carry  passengers  for 
hire,  the  carriage  of  the  mail  may  be  a  little  leu 
expensive.    D<^  this  consideration  render  it  nt 
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pessary  and  ffrcper  for  yoa  to  violAte  the  laws  of 
Ik  States?  If  not,  you  will,  by  so  doing,  violAte 
their  rights,  and  overleap  the  bounds  of  your  own. 
This  matter  nutp  occasion  a  legal  adjudication, 
in  order  to  whieo  the  Judiciary  must  determine, 
whether  you  have  a  eonstUiUional  right  to  eatik- 
blish  this  regulation,  and  this  will  depend  on  the 
^iiMtion  whether  it  be  neeeuanf  and  fraper,  A 
enrioos  HMcrdiananf  law  question  I  Such  a  one 
u  I  presume  never  enteied  the  thought  of  the 
Sutes  when  they  adopted  the  Constitution.  But, 
or,  if  the  trifling  pecuniary  saving  proposed  by 
this  regulation,  entitles  it  to  the  character  of  a  fte- 
emoTjf  one,  or,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  a 
proper  one,  and  so  a  constitutional  one,  what  mav 
not  Congress  do  under  the  idea  of  jnvprulyJ  It 
may  be  proper^  for  the  sake  of  a  more  advanta- 
feoos  contract  for  carrying  the  mail,  to  authorize 
the  earlier  to  erect  ferry-boats,  for  the  transporta- 
tiou  both  of  the  mail  and  of  passenffers — or  to 

Smt  the  right  of  driving  herds  of  cattto  over  toll 
dges  and  tnmpilEe  roads,  toll  free,  in  violation 
both  of  legal  and  prescriptive  righta*— to  erect  post- 
houses  omier  peculiar  regulations,  and  with  ex- 
elaare  riffht.  What,  sir,  may  not  be  conatrued  as 
fnper  to  be  done  by  Conjgfress  ?  Under  this  idea, 
the  whole  powers  vested  in  Congress  by  the  Con* 
aUtotioDwUl  be  found  in  the  magic  word  proper; 
iod  the  States  might  have  spared,  aa  nugatory,  all 
their  deliberations  on  the  Constitntion,  and  have 
eoMtitttted  a  Congress,  with  general  authority  to 
lepisbite  on  every  subject,  and  in  any  manner  it 
imgfat  think  proper.  What  nghta,  then,  remain 
to  the  States  ?  none,  sir,  but  the  empty  denomi- 
nation  of  Republican  Governments.  I  consider 
the  propoeitioa  as  an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
States,  sod  shall  therefore  give  my  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Babiwbll  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  con- 
ttitationality  of  the  proposition;  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  present  was  not  the  most  eligible 
tioie  to  ezereiae  the  power.  Still  he  was  of  opinion 
^  CoDgresa  ought  now  to  declare  that  it  would 
ezerdee  it  at  the  expuration  of  the  oontracta  which 
at  pfeeent  eziat  between  the  particular  Statea  and 
indifidaala,  and  he  moved  a  proviso  to  that  effect,  as 
follows: 

"ProruUf  That  whenever  any  exclusive  privilege 
of  oooYejiog  paaseogers  for  hire  in  stage  canriages,  oo 
ttij  of  the  roads  establiahed  by  this  law,  hath  been  here- 
tofore granted  by  anv  of  the  States  for  a  terofi  of  yeart, 
SDch  ezdotive  privileffe  ahall  continue  and  be  of  full 
force  and  effect,  agreeable  to  the  conditions  thereof,  until 
■neh  term  ehall  expire." 

tf  r.  LanuAiica  waa  in  sentiment  with  Mr.  Barv- 
vxu.,  end  seconded  hia  motion  for  adding  a  proviso, 
tt  above. 

Mr.  CLasK  olnecled  to  the  proviso;  it  waa  le- 
gisUting  on  a  aubject  of  which  the  House  waa  en- 
tirely ignorant  We  do  not  know  how  long  those 
contrKts  are  to  exist ;  why  should  we,  then,  in- 
tsfffere  in  a  business  which  we  ouffht  not  to  do 
any  thing  about  We  may  set  aside  the  law,  or 
the  State  may  abrogate  it,  but  in  either  case  the 
proprietors  would  be  entitled  to  a  full  indemnifi- 
eaUon.    For  hia  part»he  thought  the  House  was 


getting  into  a  maze — ^the  bill  has  long  been  under 
consideration,  and  we  seem  to  make  no  progress. 
I  could  wish  that  the  whole  bill  was  buried,  and 
that  we  might  hear  no  more  of  post  offices  and  post 
rosds. 

Mr.  Vbhablb  controverted  the  constitutionality 
of  an  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress  in  re- 
spect to  these  monopolies.  He  observed  that  the 
Constitution  was  totally  silent  on  the  aubject  of 
pasaengera;  it  simply  rehitea  to  the  transportation 
of  letters.  And  he  conceived  that  the  operation  of 
the  proposition  would  be  to  create  monopolies  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States. 

[It  was  here  contended  that  the  proviso  was  not 
in  order.  The  Speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order. 
An  appeal  was  then  made  to  the  House,  which  voted 
that  the  proviso  was  in  order,  and  it  was  then  dia- 
cussed.] 

Mr.  Wadswortb  said  he  was  opposed  to  both 
the  clause  and  the  proviso;  he  conceived  there 
was  no  occasion  for  either.  The  State  of  Con- 
necticut has  granted  exclusive  privileges  to  run 
stages  in  that  State,  but  has  reserved  to  itself  the 
power  to  annihilate  those  contracts  at  pleasure; 
and,  whenever  the  General  Government  shall 
make  provision  for  transporting  the  mail  on  those 
roads,  those  exclusive  privileges  will  cease;  and 
he  did  not  know  but  that  thia  waa  the  cose  in  other 
States. 

Mr.  LnrxRMOBB  said  the  proviso  was  the  most  ex- 
traordinary one  he  had  ever  heard  in  his  life — we  in 
the  first  place,  in  effect,  abrogate  certain  laws  of 
partksular  States,  and  then  by  a  proviso  confirm 
those  very  laws. 

Mr.  Laitbaiccb  contended  that,  however  extra- 
ordinary the  proviso  may  appear,  it  was  strictly 
proper.  Contracts  are  not  to  be  violated— once 
formed,  they  are  sacred.  The  States  had  a  ri^ht 
to  form  those  contracts,  and  to  grant  those  privi- 
leges, and  therefore  the  persons  enjoying  them 
cannot  be  deprived  of  them ;  and  though  the  Gen- 
eral Government  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to  take 
the  most  eligible  methods  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  yet  the  rights  of  these  people  ought  not  to 
be  violated. 

Mr.  Gbrrt  opposed  the  proviso.  It  recognized 
the  right  of  the  respective  States  to  nass  such  laws 
as  the  first  part  or  the  clause  intenas  to  abrogate, 
not  only  before,  but  subsequent  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  which  he  conceived  involved  an 
absurdity.  On  the  general  subject,  he  said,  that 
these  monopolies  were  a  tax,  not  only  on  the  citi- 
zena  of  other  States,  but  of  every  State  in  the 
Union.  He  conceived  that  no  State  possesses  the 
power  of  taxing  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bbrsor  remarked,  that  the  proviso  was 
improper  and  unneeessary.  Should  any  conse- 
quences result  from  agreeing  to  the  first  part  of 
the  clause,  they  will  ariae  between  the  individual 
claiming  the  privileges  and  the  State  which 
granted  them,  and  must  be  settled  by  a  judkial  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  Stubgbs  said  he  should  vote  in  fitvor  of  the 
proviso,  though  he  conceived  that  Congress  had  a 
right  to  make  such  a  law  aa  would,  in  its  operation, 
entirely  supercede  these  contracts. 
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Mr.  FnvDLET  waa  opposed  to  the  provipo,  because 
it  was  legislating  on  improper  prineiples,  or  rather 
DO  principles  whatever;  for  we  know  nothing  about 
those  contracts. 

On  the  question  beinff  put,  to  agree  to  the  said 
proviso,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  said  clause, 
it  passed  in  the  negative— Yeas  14,  Nays  43,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAS.— Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Lauranoe,  James  If  adisoo, 
William  Vans  Murray,  Joshua  Seney,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,.  Jonathan  Stuigei,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Geoige  Tlmtcher,  and  John  Vining.  ^ 

Nat&— Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Sgbert 
Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjasnub  Bourne,  &nja- 
min  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Findlev,  Thomas  FiUstmons,  Elbridge  Oerry,  William 
Bw  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  James  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gtregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel 
Jaoo^  Philip  Kej,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera, 
Amaaa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livcrmore, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  I^ker, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiim  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas 
Ward,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson* and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  question  being  put  to  agree  to  the 
said  amendment  first  proposed,  it'  passed  in  the 
negative — Yeas  25,  Nays  33,  as  follows : 

YcAS.— Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Shewiaflhub 
Bourae,  Benjamin  Bourne,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitssimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  James 
Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W.  Kit- 
tera, John  Laurance,  Amasa  LeaiuM,  Samuel  liver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlen- 
beig,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
Peter  Sylvester,  George  lliatcher,  John  Vining,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

NATs.--John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  John  Brown,  Abraham 
Clark,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Hebter,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
lUtchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua 
Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexan- 
der White,  Hugh  WillUmson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  further  amended,  it 
was,  together  with  the  amendments  thereto,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Monday 
next 

Mr.  Amks,  drom  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  Benjamin  lincoln,  in  behalf 
of  himself,  C^rus  Griffin,  and  David  Humphreys, 
late  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Sonthem  tribes  of 
Indians,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Daniel  Freer  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  renewal  of  certain 
loan  office  certificates,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire. 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Houae. 


Friday,  January  6. 

JOHN  CHITRCHMAN. 

A  motion  being  made  that  the  petition  of  John 
Churehman,  whicn  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  & 
select  committee — 

Mr.  WiLUAMsoif  objected  to  the  reference.  He 
remarked  generally  that  the  subject  had  already  bees 
before  Congress,  aind  had  consumed  much  time.  Id 
the  Senate,  he  understood,  it  had  not  received  mock 
attention.  With  respect  to  the  prosperous  stste  of 
the  finances,  on  which  the  petitioner  appears  to 
found  his  hopes,  he  would  not  pretend  to  detf^ 
mine  the  state  of  the  Treasury ;  but  if  it  was  full 
and  flowing,  he  conceived  there  were  other  exp^ 
ditions  which  would  call  for  all  the  money  we  had 
to  spare. 

Mr.  Pagk  moved  that  the  memorial  should  he  r»> 
ferred  to  a  select  committee  without  opposition,  is 
the  ingenuity  of  the  memorialist,  and  the  impoit- 
ance  of  the  objects  he  had  in  view,  entitle  him  to 
the  attention  of  the  House.    He  had  presented  the 
memorial  to  the  House  last  week,  at  the  desire  of 
the  memorialist,  and  had  moved  that  it  shooid  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  members 
That  one  object  of  the  memorialist  could  not » 
well  be  stated  to  the  House^  as  to  a  committes, 
where  numbere  of  his  papers   and    oalenlatioM 
might  be  examined ;  that  if  be  should  attempt  to  d» 
Mr.  Churchman  justice  to  the  House,  he  midit  bi 
charged  with  affectation,  or  he  might  not  be  heard, 
or  if  heard,  he  might  not  be  sufikiently  under* 
stood.    He  therefore    hoped   that   the   memoiiii 
mi^t  be  referred  to  a  select  committe.    In  replj 
to  Mr.  WiLLUMSQir,  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  i 
gentleman,  whose  name  stood  on  the  list  of  philoso- 
phers, instead  of  aiding  him  in  eoantenancing  a 
philosophical  inquiry,  should  oppose  even  his  mo- 
tion that  the  House  would  refer  it  to  tlie  coD8ide^ 
ation  of  a  select  committee.    He  had  not  presnis- 
ed  to  say  that  there  was  money  in  the  Treasor; 
to  be  spared  for  such  purposes,  or  thai  even  if  we 
had  money,  that  we  had  a  right  to  give  it  to  Mr. 
Churchman,  if  he  should  prove  the  truth  of  hii 
theory;    nor  had    he    said   that  Mr.  Churehmaii 
would  find  the  magnetic  pole.    He  had  only  affinn- 
ed  that  Mr.  Churchman's    ingenuity,  which  was 
acknowledged  by  many  competent  iudges,  sod  tbe 
importance  of  the  objects  he  had  m  view,  one  of 
which  the  member  himself  confessed  deserved  at* 
tention,  and  the  other  was  confessed  by  sevenl 
philosophers  and  learned  societies  in  Europe,  d^ 
served  the  attention  of  the  House.    Sir,  added  Mr. 
P.,  I  affirm,  since  I  am  thus  compelled  to  snppcrt 
my  motion,  that  Mr.  Churchman's   theory,  whe- 
ther he  shall  be  able  to  find  by  his  proposed  Toy- 
age  the  magnetic  pole  or  not,  is  a  proof  of  his  in- 
genuity, and  is  preferable  to  that  of  the  great 
Halley.    The  latter  supposed  four  magnetic  poleii 
and  that  they  reaided  within  the  bowels  of  the 
earth;  the  former  supposes  but  two,  and  that  om 
of  them  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  one  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  within  the  reach  of  the  fishing  voragei 
of  another.    Since  Dr.  Halley*s  theory  has  been 
exploded  which  did  not  Ions'  account  for  tbe  varia- 
tion of  variation,  as  it  is  cslledi  and  which  be  ei- 
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)laioed  by  an  hypothesig  whieh  has  been  called 
atnyaganty  as  it  supposed  the  earth  a  hollow 
thell,  with  a  nucleus  within,  reToIvine  freely,  and 
arrying  round  it  the  four  points  wnich  he  sup- 
Msed  attracted  the  magnetic  needle,  and  gave  it 
Ib  direction — no  theory,  except  Mr.  O.'s,  has  been 
iffered  to  the  world,  which  solves  so  many  phe- 
wmenft  of  the  Tariation  of  the  needle,  and  bids 
kir  to  be  of  real  use.  I  assisted  (by  the  invitation 
>f  one  of  the  committee  of  the  first  Congress  at  New 
fork,  to  whom  Mr.  C.'s  memorial  was  referred) 
D  the  examination  of  his  theory  respecting  the 
indiog  the  longitude  of  any  place  whose  latitude 
s  known,  and  where  the  variation  is  known,  and 
'  put  it  to  the  test  in  this  manner.  I  gave  Cook's 
rovag^es  to  one  of  the  committee,  and  desired  bim 
0  tell  me  the  latitude  of  any  place,  and  the  varia- 
ion  found  there,  and  I  calculated  what  the  longi- 
nde  ought  to  be  according  to  the  theory,  and  con- 
tantly  found  it  to  be  nearly  that  stated  in  the  voyage, 
rhe  committee  compared  Mr.  C/s  calculations  of 
he  longitude  which  they  demanded  of  him,  with 
iuit  given  by  Cooke,  and  found  a  wonderful  agree- 
Dent;  and  I  have  since  seen  many  of  Mr.  C.'s 
nmparisons  of  this  sort,  which  agree  with  obser* 
rations  so  nearly,  as  to  justiQr  my  assertion  that 
lie  theory  shows  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  C. ;  and  I 
rill  add,  that  although  it  may  not  be  generally 
ipplied  to  finding  the  longitude,  because  of  the 
mallness  of  vmriation  in  some  places,  and  other 
arcumstanoes^  yet  it  may  be  used  in  many  places, 
f  the  truth  of  the  theory  be  once  established ;  and 
irhaterer  can  contribute  to  the  discovery  of  longi- 
iide  at  sea  must  be  worthy  of  encouragement 
Sy  granting  that  the  variation  of  the  needle  could 
lot  be  applied  to  the  discovery  of  the  longitude  at 
M,  jet  an  easy  and  certain  method  of  finding  the 
nrlation  is  a  most  desirable  thing,  and  of  great 
nosequence  to  geography,  navigation,  and  survey- 
iag;  and  if  Mr.  C.*s  Uieory  be  true,  not  only  the 
variation,  but  the  alteration  of  that  variation,  will 
^  found  by  an  easy  calculation  at  any  place  whose 
longitude  and  latitude  are  known,  and  for  any 
prea  time ;  and  he  puts  the  truth  of  his  theory  to 
.be  test,  which  few  theorists  have  been  willing  to 
lo,  of  a  single  experiment — a  voyage  to  Baffin's 
Say.  The  United  States  need  not  be  ashamed  to 
mcourage  the  memorialist ;  the  British  Parliament 
sneouraged  voyages  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  Hal- 
ey's theory ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  when  that  was 
^doned,  it  was  supposed  the  poles  of  the  earth 
ofiuenced  the  needle ;  the  Parliament  offered  twenty 
thoosand  pounds  to  any  one  who  would  go  to  the 
^orth  pole,  and  at  the  expense  of  their  Oovem- 
nent  the  attempt  has  been  made.  But  Mr.  C. 
miy  requires  that  a  voyage  be  made  within  four- 
teen degrees  of  that  pole ;  and  all  I  have  asked  is, 
that  his  memorial  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
famine  his  theory,  his  calculations,  and  vouchers, 
respecting  the  probability  of  its  truth,  and  the  rea- 
lonablenesB  of  his  petition.  If  the  committee  should 
tbink  his  theory  worthy  of  the  experiment,  he  pro- 
poses to  establish  its  truth ;  and  if  this  House 
should  not  think  Congress  authorized  to  grant 
D»ney  for  that  purpose,  they  may  recommend  Mr. 
C  and  bis  theory  to  the  patronage  of  the  Legisla- 


tures of  the  sister  States,  whose  authority  and 
ability  to  enable  the  memorialist  to  prosecute  his 
inquiries  cannot  be  doubted  any  more  than  their 
readiness  to  listen  to  a  recommendation  so  worthy 
of  Congress.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the  com- 
mittee be  of  opinion  that  Mr.  C.'s  is  a  wild  project, 
and  that  his  petition  ought  to  be  rejected,  let  the 
House,  if  satisfied  with  their  report,  confirm  it  by 
their  unanimous  vote.  Where  then  is  the  danger 
of  referring  the  memorial  to  the  consideration  of  a 
committee?  But  if  the  House  reject  the  motion 
for  a  reference,  and  the  ingenious  memorialist  be 
obliged  to  apply  to  foreign  countries,  whose  learned 
societies  have  already  applauded  his  theory,  and 
should  there  meet  with  encouragement,  and  bo 
enabled  to  establish  its  truth,  may  we  not  be  in' 
danger  of  incurring  the  censure  of  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  world  f 

Mr.  Clark  made  some  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject He  said  that  the  variation  of  the  needle  was 
already  sufficiently  understood  by  all  land  sur- 
veyors, otherwise  they  were  not  fit  for  their  busi- 
ness; and  with  regard  to  any  discoveries  by  sea, 
he  had  little  hopes  from  them,  after  all  the  fruit- 
less attempts  which  have  been  made  by  the  ablest 
navigators  and  philosophers  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Sbnet  said,  that  there  was  a  degree  of  at- 
tention due  to  all  applications  from  men  of  genius, 
and  as  Mr.  C.'s  memorial  comes  supported  by 
many  respectable  vouchers,  it  ought  certainly  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee;  if  Congress  should 
not  deem  it  proper  to  give  him  the  aid  he  requires 
at  present,  perhaps  it  may  be  recommended  to  the 
next  House  to  afford  him  encouragement 

Mr.  WiLLTAMsoN  said,  it  was  the  very  same  pe- 
tition which  had  been  before  Congress  the  last 
session,  when  there  were  only  three  or  four  mem- 
bers who  appeared  to  support  it 

Mr.  Paob  said,  it  was  not  out  of  order  to  recon- 
sider the  subject ;  and  to  condemn  it  rashly,  with- 
out a  proper  investigation,  would  be  to  render 
Congress  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Mr.  MuHRAY  hoped  the  House  would  appoint  a 
committee.  He  was  not  in  Congress  when  this 
subject  was  before  decided  against  This  was  a 
question  on  which  he  was  incompetent  to  decide, 
but  he  could  feel  sufficiently  for  the  literary  re- 
putation of  the  House,  and  the  great  interest  of 
science,  to  believe,  that  to  commit  the  matter  to 
a  committee  would  best  comport  with  the  dignity 
of  the  subject  Something  more  than  was  then 
submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  is  now 
brought  forward;  at  least  Mr.  Churchman  so  al- 
leges. Let  those  gentlemen  who  wish  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  gratifying  a  laudable  curiosity  be 
indulged.  When  a  man  of  science  comes  here 
with  supposed  discoveries  in  the  active  sciences, 
we  owe  it  to  the  subject,  to  ourselves,  and  to  hu- 
man nature,  to  give  his  propositions  fair  play  and 
mature  consideration.  We  cannot  do  this  with- 
out a  reference  to  a  committee.  We  ought  to  be 
cautious  how  we  hastily  decide  on  the  views  and 
experiments  of  philosophical  applicants,  and  ought 
to  take  warning  from  the  disgrace  of  other  nations 
whom  history  has  held  up  for  their  premature  r-" 
jection  of  enterprises  and  schemes  of  science.    Co 
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LuvBus  himself,  to  whom  we  owe  oar  country, 
trayelled  about,  a  philosophical  vagabond,  through 
many  Courts  of  £urope,  and  met  with  patronage 
at  last  out  of  his  own  country.  There  msy  be 
nothing  solid  in  this  projected  scheme,  but  let 
gentlemen  be  indulged — it  will  be  most  decent 

The  quesUon  for  referring  being  taken,  it  was 
carried  in  the  afflrmatiye  by  a  large  majority,  and 
a  select  committee  appointed. 

Mr.  Pagb,  Mr.  Wadswortb,  and  Mr.  Watnie, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  dbe. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to 
the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who 
shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the 
offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  President : 
whereupon.  Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together 
with  the  amendments  thereto,  be  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  Laurance,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  to  ascertain 
and  regulate  the  claims  to  half-pay,  and  to  invalid 
pensions ;  which  was  received  and  read  twice  and 
committed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  in  behalf  of  himself, 
Cyrus  Griffin,  and  David  Humphreys,  late  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
treating  of  peace  with  the  Southern  tribes  of  In- 
dians, together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  thereupon  ;  and,  after  debate,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  called  for  and  carried. 


Post  Office  Department,  $900,  or  imprisonmeat  far 
six  months.  For  quitting  and  deserting  the  mifl, 
so  that  it  should  not  reach  its  destination  in  set- 
son,  $100.  For  carrying  letters,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  $50.  The  compensation  to 
any  deputy  postmaster  not  to  exceed  20  per  cent 
on  the  postage,  and  in  no  one  instance  to  exceed 

dollars;  1,500,  2,000,  and  2,500  dollars,  were 

severally  proposed  to  fill  this  blank ;  after  some 
debate,  2,500  and  2,000  were  put  and  negad?ed; 
1,950  were  then  proposed :  the  debate  on  the  mo* 
tion  was  renewed,  and  continued  till  the  time  of 
adjournment,  which  took  place  without  a 


MoiroAY,  January  9. 
THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
in  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time. 
Mr.  Murray  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  in  order 
to  amend  the  section  respecting  newspapers,  by 
reducing  the  postage  on  them  to  a  half  cent 
Some  opposition  was  made  to  this  motion,  and  the 
question  being  put  it  was  negatived 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks. 
The  blank  for  the  term  of  the  contract  was  filled 
with  '*five  years.**  Penalty  for  obstructing  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  $100.  For  negligence 
on  the  part  of  any  ferryman,  by  which  the  mail 
may  be  delayed,  $10  for  every  half  hour.  Adver- 
tisement for  contract  to  be  published  twelve  weeks. 
The  blank  for  the  Postmaster  Generars  sakry 
was  filled  with  $2,000 ;  that  of  the  assistant,  $1,000. 
The  new  rates  of  postage  to  commence  the  first 
day  of  March  next  Penalty  for  exacting  a  greater 
rate  of  postage  than  that  esUblished  by  law,  $100. 
Penalty  for  setting  up  posts  for  canying  letters, 
^,  in  opposition  to  the  General  Post  Office,  $200 ; 
for  continuing  so  to  oflfend,  $900  per  week.  For 
the  deputy  postmasters'  neglect  to  account  with 
the  Postmaster  General  for  way  letters,  $100.  Pe- 
nalty for  unlawfully  opening,  detaining,  or  embez- 
zling letters,  packets,  &c.,  by  any  person  in  the 


TuKSDAT,  January  10. 

A  memorial  of  George  Turner,  one  of  the  Judges 
in  and  over  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  a  revision  of  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  said  Territory,  and  also  an 
increase  of  compensation  to  the  Judges  thereat. 
Referred  to  Mr.  Livbrmore,  Mr.  Lauramcb,  Ur. 
White,  Mr.  Williahson,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instrncted  to  lay  be- 
fore this  House  an  accurate  statement  of  all  aacertaiaffl 
balances  of  pav,  which  appear  by  the  books  of  the  United 
States  to  be  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Uts 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  which  stiU  remain  dtber 
unclaimed,  Or  claimed  and  unpaid,  together  with  ti» 
reasons  for  withholding  payment  from  those  who  maj 
have  respectively  eotored  claims  therefor  *,** 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Waosworth,  Mr.  Giles,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
New  Hampshire ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  thw  q>iDioo 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

t  The  House  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  remaininf 
blanks  in  the  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office  sod 
Post  Roads  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

PETITION  OF  CATHARINE  GREENE 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Greene,  relict  of  the  lato  General  Greene. 

The  object  of  the  petition  is  to  obtain  an  in- 
demnification from  the  United  States  against  ce^ 
tain  engagements  which  were  entered  into  by  ber 
husband,  the  deceased  Major  General  Nathaniel 
Greene,  while  commanding  officer  in  the  Southern 
Department;  and  for  the  circumstances  on  which 
it  is  founded,  refers  to  a  representation  of  the  2^ 
August,  1785,  which  was  then  made  by  the  said 
General  Greene  to  Congress. 

The  petition  is  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
vouchers,  arranged  in  alphabeticM  order  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  Report ;  from  ail 
which  he  draws  the  following  conclusion : 

**  That  strong  and  extraordinary  motives  of  national 
gratitude  for  the  very  signal  and  important  services  ren- 
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dered  hf  Qmeral  Greene  to  his  oountr  j,  must  Mrre  to 
gire  •  Ueoer  ttin^  to  the  regret,  which  ought  ever  to 
Btteod  the  neeemty  of  *  strict  adherence  to  daime  of 
public  policy,  in  op|KMition  to  claims  founded  on  useful 
acU  of  leal  for  the  public  service,  if  no  means  of  pro- 
tectiog  from  indigence  and  penury  the  fiunily  of  that 
laosl  meritorious  officer  shall,  upon  ezamination»  be 
firaiKi  sdiDissiblei 

If r.  Wayiis  rose  and  gave  his  reasons  for  support^ 
ing  the  petition,  as  follovrs : 

Mr.  Chairman :  It  may  not  be  improper  to  men- 
tion the  motives  that  impel  me  to  wish  a  fortunate 
issue  to  the  ekum  now  under  consideration  of  this 
Committee,  which  I  must  also  offer  as  an  apology 
for  the  part  I  have  taken,  or  that  I  may  eventually 
tike,  in  support  of  the  claim.  From  my  first  inter- 
tiev  with  General  Greene  until  the  moment  of  his 
dissolution,  we  always  lived  in  the  strictest  habits 
of  friendship  and  confidence.  He  was  an  ofBcer 
with  whom  I  had  participated  in  almost  every  vi- 
dssitude  of  fortune,  (in  many  a  well-tried  field,) 
from  the  frozen  waters  of  the  North  to  the  burning 
ssnds  of  the  South.  He  was  a  man  whose  virtues 
and  talents  I  knew  and  rerered;  his  noble  sonl 
would  have  revolted  at  the  idea  of  imposition.  He 
nerer  would  have  offered  in  a  claim  to  Gonmss, 
but  upon  the  purest  principles  of  honor  and  Jus- 
tice. I  was  a  witness  to  the  pressing  necessi^ 
that  eompeUed  htm  to  become  the  surety  for  which 
indemnify  is  now  churned  He  did  what  I  would 
have  done,  (as  second  in  command,)  had  he  been 
tbeent  at  that  trying  crisis.  The  claim  I  krune  to 
be  just,  and  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  he  was 
dnwn  into  that  security  fh>m  the  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed  by  Congress,  as  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Southern  Deptftment  Under  these 
impressions,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sidenition  of  this  Committee  the  resolutions  now 
in  my  hand,  and  doubt  not  of  their  concurrent  sup- 
port 

"Seulmd,  a»  the  ^num  of  this  Committee^  TtuA  the 
«^teof  the  late  Major  G^eral  Nathaniel  Greene  ought 
to  be  indemnified  for  and  on  account  of  the  engagements 
entered  into  bv  that  General  with  certain  persons  in  the 
State  of  Sontn  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
npplies  for  the  American  Army«m  the  year  1788,  and 
that  — .--.  be  granted  to  the  Executors  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Kijor  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  for  that 
parpoee. 

"yKeM/ved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
t  bill  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  resolution." 

Mr.  Bouoijf OT  said,  there  was  no  greater  friend 
to  the  memory  of  General  Greene  than  he  was, 
nor  any  person  more  anxious  to  have  justice  done 
to  his  widow  and  fiunily;  but  he  was  apprehen- 
sive that  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  worthy 
gentleman  who  had  first  brought  forward  this 
subject  was  not  drawn  np  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
insure  it  a  passage  through  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. He  wished,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  so 
expressed  as  to  prevent  any  tedious  discussion,  and 
tt  the  same  time  do  ample  justice;  The  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  puts  the  subject  on 
the  best  footing.  The  motives  which  led  him  to 
tnake  the  contract  were,  first,  the  public  good ;  and 
|H:rhapsy  secondly,  to  serve  his  friend,  Mr.  Burnett, 


because  he  was  his  Aid-de-Camp,  and  he  wished  to 
put  him  in  the  way  of  being  established  in  business 
after  the  war;  but  Mr.  Burnett  was  never  in  any 
other  way  connected  with  General  Greene  than  as 
a  ^oung  man  brought  up  in  tbe  fitmily,  whom  he 
wuhed  to  patronise. 

After  a  few  other  observations,  Mr.  Boudirot 
moved  to  strike  out  the  preamble  of  the  resolution 
proposed  by  Mr.  Watni,  and  to  adopt  words  nearly 
m  substance  as  follows : 

"  Benoived,  That  it  is  beoominff  the  dignity  of  Con- 
gress to  make  compensation  for  um  widow  and  orphans 
of  the  late  Major  General  Greene,  who  so  gloriously 
served  his  country :  and  that  they  be  indemnified  for 
the  loss  which  his  estate  is  likely  to  sustain  bv  his  hav- 
ing entered  into  certain  bonds  for  supplying  the  South- 
em  army  with  rations  and  clothing,  at  a  time  when  they 
were  threatening  to  disperse." 

Mr.  FnrnLir  observed,  that  on  the  question  as 
it  is  now  stated,  the  Committee  have  a  choice  of 
three  alternatives ;  the  ckim  may  be  rejected,  a 
pension  or  gratuity  may  be  granted  to  the  amount, 
or  the  claim  of  the  petition  may  be  granted  as  a 
matter  of  right,  upon  the  footing  of  its  own  merits 
by.  a  special  law,  as  all  authorised  claims  which 
Congress  grant  are  given.  Claims  for  which  the 
standing  laws  are  competent,  do  not  come  before 
us.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  last  alternative.  I  am 
against  reiecting  the  petition ;  because,  as  the  facts 
are  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  General  Greene  putting  himself  in  this 
situation  of  risk  was  from  the  most  public-spirited 
motive :  it  was  to  support  the  public  interest  at  a 
most  important  crisis,  when  the  well-being,  if  not 
the  existence  of  the  Southern  army  was  at  stake, 
as  well  as  the  security  of  the  inhabitants.  If  a 
Commander-in-Chief  of  an  army  may  be  ruined 
in  his  private  affairs  by  making  an  unauthorised 
exertion  to  save  his  army  or  his  country,  the  pre- 
cedent may  be  dangerous;  it  ma^  teach  Com- 
manders lessons  of  prudence,  which  may  have 
ruinous  effects.  It  is  true,  tbe  necessity  of  the  case 
must  be  such  as  will  justify  the  unauthorised  mea- 
sure :  from  the  Report,  this  appears  to  have  been 
the  case  in  the  subject  of  the  present  debate. 
From  the  whole  state  of  tbe  facts  before  us.  Gene- 
ral Greene  appears  not  to  have  had  his  own  inter- 
est in  view  in  this  transaction,  if  the  proof  of 
this  only  Uy  between  Banks  and  him.  The  esta- 
blished character  of  General  Greene,  not  only  as 
an  officer,  but  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  public 
spirit,  certainly  cannot  sink  when  laid  in  the 
balance  with  the  secret  insinuation  of  an  unprin- 
cipled speculator.  Such  has  been  my  own  opinion 
of  General  Greeners  character,  that  I  would  cer- 
tainly require  other  proofs  than  this  before  I  would 
even  indulge  suspicions :  but  it  does  not  rest  upon 
this.  We  have  Banks's  own  testimony  to  the  con- 
trary, and  his  partner,  and  we  know  it  would  have 
been  the  interest  of  Banks  &  Co.  to  have  made 
the  contrary  appear:  nay,  we  have  such  a  cloud 
of  witnesses,  all  concurring  to  the  same  point,  as 
appears  sufficient  to  remove  doubts  from  the  most 
scrupulous  mind.  Unauthorised  accourits  are  ad- 
mitted in  settlements  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individual  States,  upon  tho  principles  of 
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equity.    I  consider  this  as  a  case  of  the  same  na- 
ture, and  frill  Tote  for  it  agreeably  to  this  prece- 
dent    I  consider  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion in  this  manner,  as  an  act  of  justice  not  only 
to  his  estate,  but  to  the  memory  of  his  character. 
But  I  object  to  granting  the  relief  in  the  indirect 
way  of  a  pension ;  it  is  not  so  safe  to  the  public, 
nor  so  honorable  to  the  heirs  of  General  Greene. 
To  the  public  it  is  highly  dangerous  as  a  prece- 
dent ;  it  will  operate  as  an  opening  wedge  to  other 
claims  without  limitation.    Few  indeed  can  have 
an  unauthorised  though  just  claim  as  Command- 
ers-in-Chief of  an  army  reduced  to  such  a  dilem- 
ma as  originated  the  present  question :  but  merit 
and  distress  are  not  confined  to  Commanders  alone ; 
they  are  to  be  found  in  every  rank  of  citizens.    The 
struggles  during   the   late  Rerolution    produced 
abundance  of  merit:  we  cannot  look  around  in 
this  House,  nor  in  any  large  collection  of  citizens, 
but  our  eye  meets  with  those  who  have  claims  of 
merit     We  can  scarcely  be  acquainted  in  any 
neighborhood,  but  we  must  be  acquainted  with 
such  as  have   been  reduced  to  distress  by  their 
meritorious  exertions,  either  in  the  camp,  in  the 
cabinet,  or  by  granting  supplies.    How  many  who 
have  aided  the  public  with  their  substance,  hare 
been  obliged  to  part  with  the  evidences  of  their 
meritorious  claims  for  a  temporary  relief.    Many 
of  the  aged,  many  widows  and  orphans,  to  my 
knowledge,  labor  in  penury,  and  mourn  in  secret, 
on  the  account  of  such  meritorious  aids  not  being 
recompensed  when  they  ought  to  have  been ;  though 
this  was  owing  to  the  public  misfortune,  yet  the 
merit  and  sufferings  were  not  the  less.    I  am  very 
sensible  of  the  great  merit  of  General  Greene ;  it  is 
so  well  known,  and  so  generally  acknowledged,  on 
all  hands,  as  to  render  it  improper  for  me  to  en- 
large thereon.     But,  superior  as  his  merit  was,  if 
we  grant  a  pension  or  relief  not  founded  on  a  just 
claim,  merit  of  a  lower  order  must  be  also  admit- 
ted :  there  is  no  distinguishing  the  shades.     I  have 
heard  of  claims  on  the  footing  of  merit  brought 
before  Congress,  supported  b^  such  arguments  as 
would  induce  a  stranger  to  thmk  that  nearly  all  the 
merit  of  accomplishing  the  Revolution  was  centered 
in  the  claimant    If  merit  is  to  be  rewarded  by  pen- 
sions, we  shall  soon  have  claimants  in  abundance. 
In  the  exercise  of  supreme  command,  difficulties 
often  arise  which  render  exertions  necessary  for 
which  general  rules  cannot  be  provided ;  these  have 
been  generally  treated  as  objects  of  indemnification. 
Many  claims  are  now  before  Congress;   they  are 
various  in  their  nature,  and  no  doubt  a  number  of 
them  will  be  admitted :  but  from  every  view  I  have 
taken  of  the  claim  before  us,  I  think  the  present  as 
strongly  addresses  our  justice  and  sympathy  as  any 
of  them. 

Mr.  Wayne  thought  it  necessary  to  make  some 
observations  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman on  his  right,  [Mr.  Boudinot.]  In  order 
to  place  this  subject  in  a  proper  point  of  view, 
he  begged  leave  to  mention  certain  circumstances 
previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Charleston.  Some 
of  the  first  characters  in  South  Carolina  obtained 
a  flag  fi*om  General  Greene,  to  meet  a  deputation 
of  merchants  and  others  under  a  flag  from  the 


British  lines.  Those  merchants  were  anxious  to 
remain  after  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  dispo- 
dng  of  their  stock  in  trade,  and  wished  for  a  rea- 
sonable time  to  transact  that  business ;  this  indul- 
gence was  readily  granted,  for  it  was  thought  an 
object  of  consequence  to  retain  supplies  for  the 
use  of  the  country  as  well  as  for  the  army :  and 
they  were  permitted  to  continue  in  the  place  for 
the  space  of  ttoehe  manthe  after  the  abandonment 
should  take  effect  Assurances  were  also  given 
them  for  the  inviolable  protection  of  their  persons 
and  property  for  that  period.  Thus  sanctioned, 
they  were  probably  induced  to  speculate  upon 
such  stores  as  the  British  army  could  spare,  (for 
that  army  was  redundantly  supplied,)  whilst  the 
Americans  were  experiencmg  almost  every  pos- 
sible distress  for  want  of  the  common  necessaries 
of  life.  About  this  time,  hopes  were  entertained 
of  the  speedy  appearance  of  a  superior  marine  force 
from  the  French  West  Indies,  to  that  of  the  Bri- 
tish ;  and  the  operating  army  under  my  command 
was  advanced  to  the  quarter-house,  in  a  position 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  embarking  with  im- 
punity, and  to  protect  the  town  and  ita  inhabitanu 
from  depredation  and  insult  This  numoeuvre  bad 
the  desired  effect :  it  created  a  jealousy  in  the  Bri- 
tish General  for  the  safety  of  his  rear,  and  Gene- 
ral Leslie  was,  in  a  manner,  compelled  to  oome 
into  a  Convention,  more  resembling  a  eapUuliy 
tion  than  an  abandonment,  for  he  was  ^  under  the 
necessity  to  *'  agree  not  to  commit  any  insult  upon 
the  inhabitants,  or  depredation  on  their  propertj, 
or  damage  to  the  city,  at  or  after  his  embarka- 
tion.'* The  word  after  caused  some  demur ;  but  it 
was  insisted  upon  and  complied  with,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  orders  I  had  previously  received 
from  General  Greene ;  a  ^measure  which  at  once 
afforded  security  to  the  inhabitants,  and  a  flatter- 
ing prospect  of  full  supplies,  as  well  for  the  citizens 
as  for  the  army. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Boudinot]  says — How  are 
we  to  distinguish  between  the  articles  and  neces- 
saries that  were  actually  made  use  of  by  the  army, 
and  of  the  other  goods  purchased  of  the  Britisa 
merchants?  This  may  be  fully  answered  and  ex- 
plained by  mentioning  this  fact :  that  those  mer- 
chants took  advantage  of  their  situation,  and  would 
not  dispose  of  any  article  suitable  for  the  annr 
unless  their  whole  ttoek  teere purehated  together; 
having  but  twelve  months  to  dispose  of  their  goods 
and  collect  their  debts.  Nor  could  the  necessary 
articles  be  obtained  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
as  the  merchants  wore  protected  by  a  compact 
made  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag.  Nor  would 
they  trust  the  contractor  Banks  with  their  pro- 
perty, unless  General  Greene  became  his  security ; 
by  which  act,  in  their  opinion,  .the  United  State* 
would  be  bound  in  honor  to  fulfil  a  contract  made 
by  their  Commanding  Officer;  nor  did  General 
Greene  come  into  the  measure  until  compelled  by 
dire  necessity,  to  prevent  a  mutiny  and  dissolution 
of  the  army.  And  such  was  the  exhausted  situa- 
tion of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston, 
that  the  Executive  and  the  Legislature  found  it 
expedient  to  send  a  distance  into  the  countiy  to 
obtain  supplies    for  themselves  and  the  refugee 
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&mi1ie8  who  were  retaining  to  the  city  after  the 
eTacuation :  in  fact,  we  were  under  the  necessity 
of  taking  part  of  these  very  provisions,  to  prevent 
an  instantaneous  revolt 

But  the  gentleman  \}ir,  Boudinot]  says  that 
General  Greene's  private  friendship  for  Major 
Bomett,  who  had  oeen  his  Aid-de-Camp,  was  a 
peculiar  indacement  for  his  entering  into  that  se- 
coritv,  and  that  Major  Burnett  bad  mortgaged  an 
island  to  General  Ureene  as  a  collateral  security. 
This,  indeed,  was  an  act  of  private  friendship ; 
but  it  was  a  subsequent  transaction,  and  no  wavs 
connected  with  the  former,  nor  is  it  amongst  the 
charges.  This  was  a  private  purchase  by  Miyor 
Burnett,  from  Mr.  John  M'Queen,  a  gentleman 
well  known  in  South  Carolina;  and  it  was  thought 
to  be  a  very  advantageous  purchase  for  Major 
Burnett  at  the  time  it  was  made,  (although  it  has 
turned  out  otherwise,)  but  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  obtain  security,  previous  to  receiving  titUi, 
He  applied  to  General  Greene  to  become  his  se- 
curity upon  that  occasion,  which  was  complied 
vith;  and  in  that  act  he  certainly  displayed  a 
superior  degree  of  private  friendship,  and  such  as 
ha.s  already  been  found  extremely  injurious  to  his 
UiaWy ;  but  It  is  by  no  means  connected  with  th^ 
cUim  now  under  consideration. 

The  danger  of  establishing  a  precedent  in  friture, 
unsupported  by  previous  authority  obtained  from 
Congress,  is  also  mentioned  as  an  objection.  Mr. 
Chairman,  there  never  can  be  any  danger  of  draw- 
ing this  circumstance  into  precedent :  lor  the  page 
of  History  never  did  before,  nor  I  believe  ever 
win  again,  produce  a  similar  precedent,  t.  e,  an 
army  facing  and  surmounting  every  diflScuIty  and 
danger  through  a  long  and  bloody  contest,  badly 
clothed  and  worse  paid,  and  frequently  destitute 
of  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  Sir,  it  is  for 
the  honor  of  General  Greene  that  we  contend; 
and  I  am  warranted  in  asserting,  that  he  was  not 
interested  in  the  contract  of  Mr.  Banks,  otherwise 
than  from  the  pure  and  virtuous  motives  of  serv- 
ing and  saving  his  country.  I  therefore  feel  my- 
6^  interested,  and  bound  in  honor  to  support  and 
defend  the  character  of  my  departed  iHend,  and 
to  demand  this  claim  as  a  matter  of  right,  and 
not  of  grace;  and  I  have  a  confidence  Uiat  the 
candor  and  justice  of  this  Committee  will  induce 
them  to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  resolutions 
submitted  to  their  consideration. 

Mr.  SuxpTBR : — With  respect  to  the  resolu- 
tion as  it  now  stands,  I  feel  m  vself  obliged  to  op- 
pose it  Nothing  that  has  fallen  from  Uie  gentle- 
nian  over  the  way  [Mr.  Watne]  has  convinced 
me  that  the  measure  is  proper  or  just  It  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  cautious  in  the  manner  of  discussing 
a  matter  of  so  much  delicacy.  I  rise,  not  to  make 
anj  pointed  objections  that  can  in  any  degree  in- 
jure the  reputation  of  the  officer,  whose  abilities  I 
r^pect,  or  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  his  family  or 
connexions.  I  suppose  that  no  gentleman  will 
dedde  in  favor  of  the  resolution  without  examin- 
ing the  merits  of  the  case.  The  Committee  will 
have  that  information  which  they  shall  deem  to 
be  requisite  on  the  occasion.  I  am  sorry  to  diflfer 
in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  I 
2dCoh.— 11 


am  therefore  disposed  to  make  sacrifices  of  my 
own  feelings  of  past  Injuriesi  and  will  not  suffer 
them  to  warp  my  judgment,  but  will  endeavor  to 
decide  in  conformity  with  the  opinions  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  in 
particular  of  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent  In  going  into  the  investigation  of 
this  matter,  I  will  give  my  reasons  why  I  do  not 
think  the  country,  thouf^n  in  extreme  distress, 
was  in  that  deplorable  situation  which  has  been 
represented ;  neither  was  its  credit  reduced  so  low 
but  that  relief  might  have  been  obtained,  and  that 
so  small  an  army  might  have  been  accommodated, 
had  a  proper  application  been  made  in  time  to  the 
Government  The  gentleman  must  therefore  be 
mistaken  in  stating  those  circumstances;  for  if 
the  proper  documents  be  examined,  it  will  appear 
that  the  army  received  very  ample  supplies  from 
the  same  source,  some  months  previous  to  the 
contract  made  by  Mr.  Banks,  which  must  have 
been  in  November,  or  early  in  December,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  evacuation  of  Charleston.  Whether 
it  was  better  to  adopt  the  means  used  by  General 
Greene,  or  those  within  thd  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Government  possessed  both  the 
means  and  the  inclination  to  find  supplies.  The 
contract  was  first  made  by  Banks  in  November  or 
December,  and  General  Greene  did  not  become 
the  guarantee  until  the  April  following:  whether 
there  were  any  reasons  for  preferring  this  mode 
to  that  of  an  application  to  Government,  will  per- 
haps appear  in  the  course  of  the  investigation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  contract  has  been  consider- 
ed to  have  operated  rather  as  a  misfortune,  although 
it  may  have  afforded  a  temporaiy  relief;  it  was 
the  occasion  of  much  complaint,  vexation,  and 
distrust,  rather  than  of  conciliation :  and  that  this 
discontent  ran  through  the  army  is  within  the 
knowledge  of  several  officers  whose  names  could 
be  mentioned.  It  is  therefore  necessaiy  to  bring 
the  matter  into  the  fbll  view  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  have  recourse  to  the  files  of  the  public 
offices,  before  we  agree  to  the  resolution  on  the 
table.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  my  sincere  wish  to 
render  justice  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  in 
every  reasonable  accommodation ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  the  family  is  reduced  to  that 
ditogreeable  situation  which  has  been  represent- 
ed. The  large  grants  that  have  been  made  by 
the  States  of  Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina, 
are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  heirs  of  the  de* 
ceased,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  a  gentle- 
man offered  $80,000  for  that  granted  by  North 
Carolina,  so  late  as  last  summer :  neither  have  I 
heard  that  any  distress  has  been  levied  upon  anv 
of  these  estates,  or  that  they  are  so  much  affected, 
in  reality,  but  that  the  claims  made  against  them 
are  rather  of  a  nominal  and  visionary  nature. 
But,  admitting  that  General  Greene  was  security 
for  the  Unitea  States,  and  that  the  operation  had 
been  beneficial,  (which  I  deny);  does  it  appear 
that  executions  have  been  levied  to  any  consider- 
able amount,  or  to  such  an  extent  as  to  justify  the 
present  application?  To  me  it  does  not  appear 
this  has  been  the  case,  neither  do  I  believe  that 
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the  estate  has  been  reduced  in  the  manner  repre- 
sented; and,  whilst  I  say  it,  I  honestly  and  sin- 
cerely hope  it:  under  which  impression,  I  can 
never  accede  to  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wadswobth  :  The  gentleman  last  up  has 
said  many  things  to  me  utterly  unintelligible,  and 
others  which  directly  militate  with  what  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He  has, 
however,  declared  that  no  real  or  supposed  per- 
sonal injury  shall  influence  him  in  giving  his 
opinion  or  vote.  I  hope,  sir,  he  will  not  now  feel 
or  resent  those  real  or  supposed  injuries.  I  do 
believe  they  are  not  real ;  and  from  my  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  General  Greene,  I 
had  good  opportunity  to  know  him :  a  better  man 
I  never  did  know.  That  he  had  enemies  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at :  the  nature  of  his  command  to 
the  Southward  was  important,  critical,  and  diffi- 
cult, and  he  might  be  constrained  to  do  things 
that  necessity  only  would  justify.  If  he  has  in- 
jured any  man,  he  has  atoned  for  it:  neither  the 
tongue  nor  pen  of  malice  have  been  able  to  affix  a 
stigma  on  has  character.  If  I  ever  knew  a  man 
whose  heart  was  pure  and  without  guile,  it  was 
General  Greene.  Yet  he  had  enemies:  no  man 
deserved  them  so  little.  More  honest  fame  is  due 
to  no  man.  And  if  his  fortune  is  to  be  sacrificed, 
and  his  family  beggared,  it  is  a  consolation  that 
his  good  name  will  last  forever.  Being  one  of  his 
executors,  I  know  something  of  his  affairs ;  but  it 
was  with  reluctance  I  rose,  as  my  attachments  to 
him  and  concern  for  his  family  render  it  extremely 
difficult  for  me  to  enter  on  the  subject  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  told  us  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  affairs  of  the  estates  in  the 
Garoliuas,  and  has  said  they  are  without  any  exe- 
cutions against  them,  the  bonds  on  good  credit, 
and  the  uimily  in  no  danger  of  poverty,  &c.  I 
can  hardly  allow,  sir,  that  he  is  acquainted  with 
the  affairs  of  General  Greene,  even  in  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia ;  but  if  he  is,  I  will  ask  him 
if  he  does  not  know  that  all  the  negroes  from  the 
South  Carolina  estate  are  sold,  and  that  the  land 
is  totally  unproductive?  that  Mr.  Rutledge  has 
prevented  executions  from  taking  the  Georgia 
estate  by  his  personal  interference?  that  all  the 
estates  in  Rhode  Island  and  New  Jersey  are  sold  ? 
and  that  the  hope  of  the  justice  we  now  ask  for 
has  delayed  the  sale  of  all  the  rest,  to  satisfy  his 
creditors — his  Southern  creditors? 

The  proofs  and  documents  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Sumptkk]  have  been  before  Con- 
gress for  several  years,  and  the  fiiends  and  exe- 
cutors of  General  Greene  have  challenged  his 
enemies,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  to  disprove 
them;  and  I  hope  no  delay  will  now  take  place. 
The  subject  is  fully  before  Congress.  I  hope  jus- 
tice will  be  done  to  the  widow  and  orphans  of  the 
late  Greneral  Greene,  and  that  the  investigation 
will  now  be  finished ;  his  honest  fame  vindicated 
and  established,  and  his  family  saved  fi-om  the 
ruin  that  awaits  them. 

Mr.  Hakiuct,  in  support  of  Mr.  Watne^s  mo- 
tion, observed,  that  he  had  paid  some  attention  to 
the  report  and  the  documents  referred  to  in  it,  as 
well  as  the  objections  made  to  the  resolutions  un- 


der consideration.  Many  of  the  objections,  said  be, 
have  been  answered  by  gentlemen  who  were  nearer 
to  the  scene  of  action  than  myself;  I  shall  strive  to 
obviate  others.  The  mode  of  conducting  our  af- 
fairs'  in  South  Carolina  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  agreeable  to  the  gentleman  opposite  to  me 
from  that  State,  [Mr.  Sitmpter,}  and  he  expresses 
his  high  disapprobation  of  many  parts  of  it.  When 
I  disagree  with  that  gentleman,  I  do  It  with  great 
reluctance ;  for  no  one  on  this  floor  has  a  greater 
respect  for  him  than  myself.  In  a  hazardous  and 
difficult  situation,  or  in  carrying  on  war,  or  eTcn 
in  great  political  questions,  the  best  friends  may 
differ  in  the  mode  of  conducting  them ;  and  it  has 
too  frequently  happened,  that  such  difference  hai 
tended  to  lessen  the  friendship  which  formerly  ex- 
isted. Upon  the  whole,  our  arms  to  the  South- 
ward were  crowned  with  success:  we  mast  pre- 
sume the  means  generally  used  were  right  If 
supplies  could  have  been  furnished  by  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  it  is  a  pity  they  were  not  granted. 
I  say,  it  is  possible  General  Greene  might  hare 
pursued  a  different  mode  to  obtain  clothing  and 
provisions.  He  did  not  He  was  of  opinion  no 
other  plans  could  have  been  successfully  followed 
but  those  which  were  adopted.  The  idea  of  bis 
being  a  partner  with  Banks  and  Co.  seems  to  be 
given  up  by  the  opposition.  The  mere  insinoa- 
tion  of  Mr.  Banks  and  some  others  can  have  no 
influence  against  such  a  cloud  of  evidence  and 
documents.  These  are  so  strong  for  the  General, 
that  they  would  work  conviction  on  the  greatest 
infidel  I  shall  barely  advert  to  a  part  of  them,  as 
mentioned  in  the  report,  and  on  this  head  give  a  kw 
observations  of  my  own.  And,  first,  the  application 
to  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in  ord^'  to 
create  a  competition :  Had  he  been  concerned  is 
a  partner,  or  intended  to  be  so,  no  competition 
through  that  channel  would  have  been  proposed. 
If  he  was  to  be  a  partner,  the  more  secret  the  trans- 
action, the  higher  the  advantage.  The  bond  of 
indemnity  to  General  Greene,  oaths  of  Banks  and 
Hunter,  certificate  from  Major  Forsyth,  Nathaniel 
Pendleton's   oath,   Charles    C.  Pinckney's    oath, 

Snow  Governor  of  South  Carolina,)  and  the  certi- 
Icates  of  the  two  Chancellors  of  South  Carolina, 
who  were  both  high  in  the  Executive,  when  these 
transactions  should  have  happened.  Besides,  sir, 
if  we  consider  how  many  partners  there  were  con- 
cerned with  Banks  in  the  different  transactions, 
had  General  Greene  been  one  of  the  company,  it 
must  long  since  have  been  manifested  to  the  world. 
The  secret  could  not  have  been  kept ;  nor  can  we 
possibly  think  that  General  Greene,  who  was  un- 
doubtedly a  man  of  understanding,  would  have 
expressed  himself  in  the  manner  he  has  done,  in 
the  close  of  his  letter  from  Newport,  dated  the 
24th  of  August,  1785,  had  he  been  a  partner.  He 
says  there,  **Thus  have  T  given  your  Excellency 
a  short  narration  of  the  origin  and  situation  of  this 
matter,  and  have  only  to  add  on  this  subject,  that 
I  never  held  any  commercial  connexion  with  the 
company,  other  than  what  concerned  the  public, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  or  ever  received  one 
farthing  profit  or  emolument,  or  the  promise  of 
any  one  from  them ;  and  my  bond  of  indemnity 
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expressly  declares  that  I  have  no  interest,  connex- 
ion, or  concern,  in  the  debts  for  which  I  became 
boand,  all  whidi  I  am  willing  to  yerify  on  oath." 
Would  he  have  pledged  his  honor,  his  reputation, 
had  he  been  interested  ?  No,  it  is  impossible !  He 
would  have  been  silent  had  he  been  a  culprit,  and 
Dot  have  challenged  the  world,  as  the  power  of 
detection  would  have  laid  with  so  many,  and  the 
shaft  of  envy  always  ready*  I  hope  every  man 
most  be  satisfied  that  the  General  was  no  partner. 

The  great  points  of  contest  before  the  committee 
seem  now  to  be — 

1st.  Did  the  OeneraK  enter  into  these  engage- 
meats  out  of  piersonal  regard  to  individuals,  with- 
out a  view  to  the  public  interest  ? 

2dly.  Was  not  the  good  of  tlie  public  his  prin- 
cipal object  ? 

3dly.  Under  all  circumstances,  should  not  his 
estate  be  indemnified  P 

As  to  the  first,  I  cannot  think  that  tl^e  General, 
out  of  mere  personal  regard  to  individuals,  with- 
out a  view  to  the  public  good,  would  have  been 
bail  He  had  been  esteemed  a  man  of  prudence, 
and  was  not  a  person  of  large  fortune.  How 
vould  he  embarrass  his  family  and  property  in 
tueh  engagements  ?  Who,  under  mere  motives  of 
fiicndship^  would  have  done  so  ?  The  sum  was 
too  large ;  he  had  no  interest  He  got  no  goods 
or  money  for  himself.  He  might  have  had  a  fa- 
vorable opinion  of  some  of  the  company,  but  his 
responsibility  was  become  necessary  with  a  view 
to  the  public  good. 

As  to  the  second^  public  good  must  have  been 
his  principal  object  The  contracts  before  made 
would  not  have  been  carried  into  execution, 
without  the  aid  of  the  contract,  for  which  the  in- 
demnity was  made  in  April,  1783.  A  great  many 
articles  were  absolutely  necessary  to  the  army ; 
they  were  connected  with  others ;  the  necessaries 
could  not  at  that  critical  period,  or  for  the  moment, 
be  obtained  elsewhere.  The  merchants,  as  I  un- 
derstand, insisted  upon  two  conditions  before  they 
would  deliver  the  goods :  Ist,  that  all  the  g^oods 
should  go  together :  2d,  that  the  commanding  offi- 
cer should  become  security.  There  was  a  necessity 
for  an  additional  capital  to  furnish  the  means  for 
supporting  the  army;  and  as  most  of  the  goods 
were  useral  and  necessary,  the  residue  might  be 
disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage,  and  ,the  money 
arising  from  them  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  debt.  Public  necessity  and  the  state  of  things 
would  oblige  the  General  to  agree  to  the  first  con- 
ation, 'nie  compliance  with  the  second  condi- 
tion became  a  necessary  consequence.  The  Gen- 
erars  letter  from  Newport,  and  General  Wayne's 
oath,  Nathaniel  Pendleton's  oath,  and  other  evi- 
dence, prove  the  situation  of  the  army.  As  to  the 
third  point,  should  not  his  estate  be  indemnified  P 
Through  his  seal  for  the  public  good,  he  has  un- 
fortunately inovlved  his  estate  in  difficulty,  what- 
ever the  conduct  of  the  company  might  be.  The 
creditors  were  not  to  be  affected  either  by  the 
fraud  or  failure  of  Banks  and  the  purchasers.  Gen- 
eral Greene  was  liable.  The  General)  when  he 
hears  of  misoonduct,  does  all  he  can  to  save 
and   indemnify  himself,  and   through    him   the 


United  States.  Securities  were,  taken  in  as  ample 
a  manner  as  they  could  be  obtained  from  the  de- 
linquents; and  General  Greene  never  wished  to 
call  upon  the  public,  until  every  other  means  fail- 
ed. So  late  as  the  year  1785  he  had  still  hopes 
there  would  be  no  loss ;  bat  when  he  found  the 
danger,  a  sense  of  duty  obliged  him  to  come  for- 
wara  to  save  himself  and  family,  to  ask  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  to  indemnify  him  from  a  debt 
that  he  had  contracted  to  save  an  army  from  mu- 
tiny and  disbanding ;  to  protect  a  country  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  exposed.  Many  ex- 
ertions had  he  to  make  to  feed  the  hungry  and 
cover  the  naked;  were  not  these  for  the  public 
good,  and  shall  his  private  property  suffer  ?  Shall 
his  fiimily  be  reduced  to  begganr,  be  stripped  of 
their  all,  to  ^schar^  what  tne  United  States  are 
in  honor  and  in  justice  bound  to  pay  ? 

Retrospective  laws,  to  affect  rights  attacked, 
ought  never  to  pass;  but  laws  have  l^quently 
been  enacted  to  indemnify  persons  for  a  conduct, 
though  not  strictly  lee;al,  but  founded  on  the  spe- 
cial circumstances  of  uie  case — the  safety  or  honor 
of  a  nation  or  army,  where  the  constitutional 
authority  could  not  come  forward  in  time.  Such 
was  the  treaty  or  system  formed  by  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  and  the  great  De  Witt  The  Dutch, 
instead  of  punishing  Uieir  minister,  approved  the 
measure;  it  eventually  tended  to  the  safety  and 
honor  of  the  allies.  The  individual  who  under* 
takes  risks  for  his  country's  good,  a  magnanimous 
Government  will  always  sanctify.  We  should 
consider  the  case  upon  substantial  principles,  not 
according  to  the  letter,  not  act  as  the  Lacedemo^ 
nians  did  to  one  of  t^eir  leaders ;  thev  fined  him 
for  the  infringement  of  Uie  letter  of  the  law,  yet  for 
the  same  act  rewarded  the  hero  with  a  garland. 
The  fine  here  ruins  the  General's  estate,  and  the 
garland  alone,  I  fear,  in  this  country,  will  not  give 
his  children  bread  or  a  becoming  education. 

In  our  late  contest,  the  common  maxims  of  old 
nations  could  not  always  be  adhered  to.  We  were 
obliged  to  act  according  to  emergencies.  In  the 
case  of  General  Greene,  he  seems  to  have  intended 
for  the  best.  He  helped  to  serve  and  save  a  coun- 
try. His  merit  stands  high  indeed  I  need  not  re- 
peat the  number  of  his  great  and  glorious  actions, 
which  mark  him  the  General  and  the  hero.  His 
name  will  be  handed  down  with  honor  to  succeed- 


in 


g  ages. 

Under  all  circumstances,  I  think  his  estate 
should  be  indemnified  If  the  committee  do  not 
like  the  whole  of  the  resolution,  let  there  be  a 
division,  as  proposed  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carohna ;  though  I  should  think  we  might 
safely  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  resolution,  and  let 
the  bill  make  any  other  provisions  which  it  may 
be  thought  necessary. 

Mr.  Lbk,  Mr.  Barnwell,  Mr.  Watnb,  and  Mr. 
Bourns,  R.  I.,  spoke  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the 
resolutions,  and  Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Sturoes, 
against  the  motion.  Mr.  Subifter  closed  the  de- 
bate in  sundry  remarks  on  extraets  from  letters 
wrote  by  (General  Greene  during  the  late  war,  in- 
serted in  Gordon's  History  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, which  extraets  contain  unfiEivorable  reflec- 


827 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


828 


H.  or  R.] 


Fishtriew — Western  Frontier, 


[Jahuart,  1791 


tioDS  on  the  militia  of  South  Carolina,  and  the 
patriotism  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  State.  These 
Kflections,  Mr.  Sumpter  said,  were  ffross  calum- 
nies on,  and  misrepresentations  of  the  character 
of  that  people,  'whicn  he  said  were  invalidated  by 
facts  that  at  that  time  took  place,  and  by  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  the  conduct  of  South  Carolina 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  war. 


Wednesday,  January  11. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lear,  to- 
gether with  two  Reports  from  the  Secretary  of 
tne  Department  of  War,  respecting  the  situation 
of  affairs  in  the  Western  country ;  which  being 
confidential,  the  gallery  was  cleared. 


Thursday,  January  12. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  •*  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
States,**  with  several  amendments:  the  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod  fishe- 
ries, and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
fishermen  employed  therein ;"  to  which'  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Friday,  January  13. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  bank  and  other  cod 
fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of 
the  fishermen  employed  therein,**  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill  "  lor  establishing  a 
Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States  ;**  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  to  jextend  thje  time  limited  for  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with  the  indi- 
vidual States,*'  and  the  same  being  twice  read, 
were  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  in  behalf  of  himself, 
C^rus  Grimn,  and  David  Humphreys,  late  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
treating  of  peace  with  the  Southern  tribes  of  In- 
dians, together  with  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  thereon.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  granting  to  the 
said  Commissioners  — ^— —  dollars,  on  account  of 
their  extra  expenses  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  treaty ;  and  that  Mr.  TUCKER,  Mr.  Giles,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulsts 
the  claims  to  half-pay,  and  to  invalid  pensiooa, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
reported  that  they  baa  had  the  said  bill  under  ooo- 
siaeration,  and  made  several  amendmenta  thereto. 
Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  January  16. 

This  day  was  principally  taken  up  with  the 
Pre8ident*8  late  Message; 


Txtesday,  January  17. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  committee  qipointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expen- 
ses of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  pesos 
with  the  Creek  Indiana ;  which  was  received,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

A  representation  and  petition  of  Christopher 
Marshall,  jr.  and  Charles  Marshall,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  encourage- 
ment and  patronage  of  the  Uenentl  GoTemment 
in  a  chemical  laboratory  which  they  have  erected 
for  preparing  sal-ammonia,  Glanwr^s  salta,  and 
volatile  spirits. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  representation  and  peti- 
tion do  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  January  !& 

A  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses  of  the 
late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace  v?ith  the 
Creek  Indians,  was  r^ad  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  Laurance,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  twenty-eighth  iiltimo» 
covering  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Attor- 
ney General,  made  a  report ;  whidi  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  tlus  House  a  copy  of  the 
account  for  extra  expenses  incurred  by  the  late 
Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  the  copy  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
ratifying  in  behalf  of  that  State,  all  the  articles  of 
amendment,  proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  communications  from  the  Pre- 
sident, respecting  the  Western  frontiers ;  where- 
upon the  doors  were  closed. 


Thursday,  January  19. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  acts  for  establishing  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,  and  that  Mr. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Wadsworth,  and 
Mr.  Benson,  be  the  said  Committee. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  such  infonna- 
tion,  with  respect  to  the  Finances  of  the  United 
States,  as  will  enable  the  Legislature  to  judge 
whether  any  additional  revenue  will  be  necessary, 
in  consequence  of  the  proposed  increase  of  the 
Military  Establishment 

The  House  again  took  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Message  fVom  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  situ- 
ation of  the  Western  frontiers ;  on  which  the  doors 
were  dosed. 


Friday,  January  20. 

A  petition  of  Zedekiah  Morgan,  praying  the 
settlement  of  an  account  against  the  United  States, 
for  serrices  rendered  and  supplies  furnished,  in  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  during  the  late  war. 
Refenred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
iDstractions  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

The  House  again  resoWed  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
Oatharine  Greene,  relict  of  the  late  Maior  General 
Greene;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 


MoMDAT,  January  28* 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  covering  an 
account  of  extra  expenses  incurred  by  the  late 
Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Creek 
ludians,  pursuant  to  an  onier  of  this  House  on  the 
18th  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  his 
Report,  and  sundry  statements,  respecting  the  finan- 
ces of  the  United  States,  made  pursuant  to  an  or- 
der of  this  House  on  Thursday  last ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Ordered, 
That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  subject  of  Manufactures,  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next 

DUTIES  OF  ATTOBNBT  QBNERAL 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  covering  the  copy  of  a  Letter  to  him  from 
the  Attorney  General :  Whereupon, 

Retolvedf  Hiat  it  would  be  proper  to  make  it  the 
dotj  of  the  attorneys  in  the  aeveral  diatricta  to  pursue 
th«  iDstnictioDs  which,  from  time  to  tim^sball  be  given 
them,  reapectively,  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  in  all  matters  touching  their  respective 
offices,  and  to  correspond  with  him  on  any  matter  re- 
lative to  judicial  business,  which  shall  arise  within  their 
respective  districts,  and  upon  which  he  shall  request  in- 
formation  from  them.  And  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  (General  to  give  his 


advice  to  the  attorneys  of  the  several  districts,  upon  any 
matter  relative  to  judicial  business,  which  shall  arise 
within  their  respective  districts ;  and  upon  which  they 
shall  reijnest  sueh  advice,  or  he  shall  thmk  it  proper  for 
him  to  interfere :  and  to  make  it  lawful  for  toe  Attor- 
ney General  in  any  suit,  in  which  the  United  States 
shall  be  a  party,  or  shall  be  interested,  and  in  anv  Q*mri 
whatsoever,  to  advocate  tlie  United  States,  althou^ 
such  suit  shall  not  hare  been  originally  instituted  by 
him,  or  under  his  direction  ;  and  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  assbtinff  him  in  the  execution,  as  well  of  the  duties 
herein  assigned  him,  as  of  those  heretofore  assigned 
him  by  law,  he  may  appoint  a  clerk,  who,  for  his  ser- 
vices, shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  -^—  dollars  by 
the  year. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur« 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

PETITION  OF  OATHARINE  GREENE. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  on  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
petition  of  Catharine  Greene,  several  members 
olgeoted  to  taking  up  this  subject,  being  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  while  matters  of  the  greatest  public 
importance  demand  the  immediate  attention  of 
Congress.  The  question  being  taken,  the  motion 
for  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  car- 
ried, 21  to  16;  and  Mr.  Livirmork  took  the 
Chair. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  question  was  put 
for  agreeing  to  the  first  resolution,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

Eetolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^  That 
the  estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Greene  ought  to 
be  indemnified  for  the  engagements  entered  into  by 
that  General,  with  certain  fiersons  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  under  his  command,  in  the 
year  1788. 

Which  was  negatived,  28  to  26. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
had  had  under  consideration  a  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Catha- 
rine Greene,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution 
thereon. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  any  further 
proceedings  on  the  subject;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BouRifR  then  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution 
for  referring  the  Secretary's  Report,  together 
with  Mrs.  Greene's  petition,  and  the  vouchers  ac- 
companying it,  to  a  select  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  facts  which  rendered 
it  necessary  for  General  Gkeene  to  become  secu- 
rity to  Banks  &  Co.,  and  the  nature,  circumstan- 
ces, and  amount  of  the  original  debt,  and  the  obli- 
gation entered  into  by  General  Greene  for  pay- 
ment thereof;  with  an  account  of  the  moneys  or 
collateral  security  received  by  the  obligees,  or  by 
General  Greene  in  his  life  time,  or  his  represent- 
atives since  his  death,  in  part  thereof;  and  the 
eventual  loss  which  his  estate  will  sustain  in  con- 
sequence of  the  said  securities ;  and  after  ezamin- 


331 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


332 


H.  OF  R.] 


AjiporttonnutU  Bill. 


[Jamuabt,  179i 


ing  all  the  circumstances  and  such  further  evi- 
dence as  may  be  offered  relative  to  the  transaction, 
to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  trom  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  certain  documents 
received  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, respecting  lands  located  by  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  under  the  laws  of 
that  State,  and  since  ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians. Referred  to  the  committee  formerly  ap- 
pointed On  the  same  subject 


Tuesday,  January  24. 

Mr.  Laurancb,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  office  of  the  Attor- 
ney GenenU  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
received  and  read  twice,  and  committed. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  proposition  for  appor- 
tioning Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration — Mr.  Muhlen- 
BBBO  in  the  Chair — when  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  came  up,  as  follows : 

**Jimolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  a  bill  ought  to  be  prepared  for  apportioning  Repre- 
■entativei  among  the  several  States,  according  to  tlie 
first  enumeration  ;  and  making  provision  for  a  second 
enumeration,  and  ibr  an  apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797." 

To  which  the  following  amendment  was'  pro- 
posed : 

"  And  that  no  greater  ratio  be  reported,  than  thirty 
thousand  inhabitants  for  one  Representative." 

Mr.  Gerrt  observed,  that  as  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand  had  already  received  a  sanction,  the  pro- 
posed anaendment  became  necessary  for  the  sake 
of  consistency ;  that  the  select  committee  ought 
not  to  be  left  at  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  acc<ml- 
ing  to  their  own  principles,  as  it  was  uncertain 
whether  they  might  not  report  a  different  ratio. 
If,  however,  genUemen  preferred  a  discussion  of 
the  question  after  the  bill  should  be  reported,  he 
had  no  objection  to  having  the  amendment  altered, 
80  that  the  committee  might  leave  the  ratio  blank. 

Mr.  Benson  had  no  objection  to  the  additional 
proposition  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  provision  for 
a  second  enumeration,  he  would  also  agree  to  that ; 
not  that  he  wished  the  measure  to  be  at  once 
adopted ;  but  that  if  a  second  enumeration  appeared 
necessary,  the  provision  should  be  ready  at  hand, 
without  the  necessity  of  passing  a  new  bill  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
respecting  the  ratio  of  one  to  thirty  thousand ;  and 
observed,  that  as  far  as  he  could  understand  the 
idea  of  the  gentlenuin  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Gerrt,]  it  was  that,  as  the  House  had  already, 
in  the  former  bill,  expressed  their  opinion  in  favor 
of  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  and  adhered  to  it, 
when  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  that  was  a  rea- 
son why  the  principle  should  be  established  in  the 
new  bUl  which  was  contemplated.    But,  for  his 


own  part,  he,  on  the  contrary,  thought  this  sIoDe 
was  a  sufficient  reason  why  the  House  should  not 
establish  the  principle;  for,  having  already  tried 
it,  and  not  met  with  a  concurrence  on  the  psrt  of 
the  Senate,  they  need  not  go  on  the  same  groand 
again,  unless  the  Senate  were  known  to  have  il- 
tered  their  opinion. 

Mr.  Gerrt  replied,  that  the  gentleman  hist  op 
had  misconceived  his  idea.  He  did  not  mean, 
that  because  the  House  had  once  adopted,  and  af- 
terwards adhered  to,  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand, 
th^efore  they  should  not  reconsider  the  question. 
His  meaning  was,  that  the  reconsideration  should 
be  made  bv  themselves,  and  not  by  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  committee 
should  be  restricted  in  that  particular ;  and,  after 
the  bill  should  be  reported,  the  House  might  then 
go  into  a  discjission  of  the  nuitter. 

Mr.  Livermore  could  see  no  reason  for  pointing 
out  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  unless  the  Hooss 
meant  particularly  to  fix  upon  it  If  a  dedsion 
of  the  question  was  intended,  he  thought  it  might 
as  well  take  place  beforehand;  the  decision  of 
the  House  would  be  a  leading  principle  to  the 
committee,  in  drafting  the  bill,  and  it  would  after^ 
wards  rcouire  a  majority  to  niake  any  alteration. 
He  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken;  and  if 
gentlemen  were  determined  to  pursue  the  old 
track,  the  majority  would,  no  doubt,  carry  it 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  as  the  committee 
would  still  be  authorized  to  report  the  ratio  blank, 
it  would  be  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  question 
for  the  present ;  as  this  would  not  prevent  an  afier 
discussion,  when  the  bill  should  be  brought  fo^ 
ward.  The  words  of  the  clause  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  establish  any  principle ;  and  he  hoped  tbej 
would  be  retained. 

Mr.  White  thought  the  clause  nugatory,  as  only 
forbidding  the  committee  to  do  what  they  are  al- 
ready, by  the  Constitution,  prevented  from  doing. 
He  further  observed,  that  it  was  not  the  Senate 
who  had  negatived  the  former  bill,  but  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  who,  as  Chairman  of  that  body,  had 
decided  the  question  by  his  casting  vote.  The 
Senate  was  not,  at  that  time,  full ;  and  several  of 
the  Senators  had  since  come  in. 

Mr.  Davton  suggested  that  it  might,  perhaps, 
be  better  to  direct  the  committee  to  leave  the  ratio 
blank. 

Mr.  White  observed,  that  such  a  direction 
given  to  the  committee,  would  be  a  dereliction  of  a 
principle  already  established  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Dayton  denied  that  the  House  had  esta- 
blished a  principle. 

Mr.  White  replied,  that  the  House  had  esta- 
blished the  principle  by  their  former  adherence 
to  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand ;  he  wished,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  should  report  either  that 
ratio  or  a  blank. 

Mr.  Davton  asked  whether  the  olject  in  view 
was  not  to  reconcile  the  varying  opinions  of  the 
House  and  the  Senate,  by  some  reasonable  com- 
promise ? 

Mr.  Maoison  observed,  that,  as  the  final  decision 
of  the  question  must  be  made  by  a  majority  of  the 
House,  it  was  immaterial  whether  it  was  made 


333 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


884 


Januakt,  1792.) 


Apportionment  BiU, 


[H.  OF  R 


the  sQ^ect  of  present  or  of  Aiture  digcassion ;  but, 
nnce  the  House  found  so  g;reat  difficulty  in  filling 
up  the  bhmk,  he  thought  it  improper  that  a  select 
committee  should  have  the  power  of  doing  it 
Eveo  if  they  did  fill  it  up,  their  decision  would  not 
be  conclusive,  though  it  might  tend  to  embarrass 
the  House.  He  wished,  therefore,  either  that  the 
ratio  should  be  previouslr  fixed,  or  the  committee 
directed  to  report  it  blank. 

Mr.  MuriulT  did  not  consider  the  proposition  in 
the  light  of  a  compromise;  nor  did  he  imagine 
that  genttemen  would  give  up  a  principle,  to  which 
they  were  attached.  A  ^flference  of  opinion  pre- 
Ttiied  with  respect  to  the  apportionment,  result- 
ing from  a  calculation  upon  fractions;  some  gen- 
tlemen thinking  that  the  ratio,  once  determined 
by  the  House,  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  the.  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  whilst  others  (of  which  number  he  was 
one)  were  for  applying  it  to  the  number  of  citizens 
io  each  States  He  hoped  that,  in  the  instructions 
to  the  committee,  either  the  one  or  the  other  prin- 
ciple would  be  established.  Such  a  previous  re- 
oognitioQ  on  the  part  of  the  House  would  facilitate 
the  business  of  the  committee,  and  show  them  on 
what  ground  to  proceed. 

Mr.  LnmiufORB  observed,  that  if  the  clause  was 
intended  merely  to  enable  the  committee  to  leave 
the  ratio  blank,  it  would  be  indifferent  to  him 
whether  it  were  struck  out  or  not,  as  he  only  wished 
to  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  discussing  the  sub- 
ject But,  in  his  opinion,  the  words  of  the  clause 
vere  intended  to  establish  the  ratio  of  thirty  thou- 
sand, the  very  thing  which  had  caused  the  loss  of 
the  former  bill.  However,  as  the  words  were  of 
sach  ambiguous  meaning,  as  to  be  thus  different- 
ly understood  by  different  gentlemen,  he  hoped 
they  would  be  struck  out 

The  question  being  taken  on  striking  out  the 
daiise  in  question,  passed  in  the  negative;  after 
which  the  committee,  having  agreed  to  the  resolu* 
tion  and  the  amendment,  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Dayton  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
*^  and  making  provision  for  a  second  enumeration, 
and  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  there- 
on, to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives,  af- 
ter the  8d  day  of  March,  1797 ;"  as  he  saw  no  ne- 
cessity for  burdening  the  people  so  soon  with  the 
expense  of  a  second  enumeration. 

Mr.  Williamson  observed,  that  although  some 
complaints  were  made  of  the  fractional  parts  not 
being  represented,  he  never  could  conceive  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  entertained  an 
idea  of  a  representation  of  the  people  distinct  from 
the  States,  but  contemplated  the  representation  of 
the  people  of  each  State,  according  to  some  given 
ratio.  No  ratio  could  be  adopted  that  would  not 
leave  fractions ;  and  those  fractions  would  be  great- 
er in  some  States  than  in  others.  The  State  which 
be  represented  would  suffer  in  that  particular  as 
much,  perhaps,  as  any  other  State  in  the  Union ; 
but  those  States  that  will  suffer  the  most  in  the 
first  instance,  will  be  the  sooner  relieved,  as  the 
fractional  parts  will  probably  then  be  in  their  fa- 
vor, provided  Congress  proceed  upon  some  gene* 


ral  rule.  In  order  to  remove  all  complaints  of  in- 
equality on  account  of  fractions,  and  to  give  those 
States  which  have  large  portions  of  people  unre- 
presented,  the  same  advantage  hereafter  that  other 
States  will  now  enjoy,  he  wished  to  see  a  second 
enumeration  take  place  before  the  expiration  of  ten 
years. 

Mr.  Gbrry  remarked,  that  there  would  have 
been  no  dispute  about  fractions  if  the  mtio  had 
been  first  established,  and  provision  afterwards 
made  for  carrying  it  into  execution ;  but  when  it 
was  once  known  how  the  principle  would  apply, 
and  leave  greater  or  less  fractions,  gentlemen  then 
took  the  one  or  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and 
wished  to  vary  the  ratio,  as  would  best  suit  parti- 
cular Statea  This  was  the  cause  of  that  differ-' 
ence  of  opinion  which  prevailed  in  the  House  and 
in  the  Senate.  The  evil  ought  to  be  remedied  if 
possible ;  and  the  only  rem^y  he  knew,  was  the 
proposition  under  consideration.  The  principle 
would  ^  thus  established  at  a  time  when  its  fh« 
ture  operation  cannot  be  foreseen ;  and  the  mem- 
bers from  particular  States  cannot  possibly  know 
what  number  will  result  from  the  ratio  they  fix 
upon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  observed,  that 
if  the  representation  was  apportioned  every  ten 
years,  with  as  great  equality  as  circumstances  would 
admit,  this  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  gene- 
ral security. 

Mr.  Madison  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding beforehand  for  the  census  which  is  next  to 
take  place,  in  such  manner,  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible for  local  calculations  to  intrude  themselves. 
If  the  principle  of  equality  was  of  one-tenth 
part  of  the  importance  that  some  gentlemen  con- 
tended for,  surely  some  precautions  ought  to  be 
taken  to  guard  against  those  inequalities  that  will 
every  day  take  place,  and  will  by  far  exceed  those 
which  have  already  agitated  the  House  so  much. 
If  it  be  an  evil  that  one  State  should  have  greater 
unrepresented  fractions  than  another,  it  would  be 
a  much  greater  evil  that  any  one  State  should  be 
deprived  of,  perhaps,  three  or  four  members,  to 
whom  she  has  a  right  Gentlemen  seemed  to  think 
that  the  larger  States  would  not  suffer  so  much 
from  those  inequalities  as  the  smaller  ones;  but 
he  would  ask,  whether  the  people  in  every  part  of 
the  United  States  were  not  to  be  considered  as 
equal  on  the  floor  of  Congress  ?  Ten  or  twenty  thou- 
sand citizens  of  New  York,  North  Carolina,  of  Vir- 
ginia, when  considered  in  relation  to  that  House, 
were  of  as  much  consequence  as  the  same  num- 
ber in  Rhode  Island  or  Delaware ;  it  is  not  to  be 
considered  whether  such  a  surplus  rises  from  ten 
Representatives,  or  from  a  single  one. 

He  could  see  no  objection  to  the  measure  but  the 
expense  attending  it ;  but  he  did  not  think  the  ex- 
pense ought  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  ad- 
vantages that  would  result  from  it  He  thought, 
even,  that  there  would  be  a  considerable  saving  of 
expense  in  settling  the  matter  beforehand,  when 
much  less  time  will  be  spent  in  debate.  Had  the 
question  been  determined  at  the  last  session,  it 
would  not  have  cost  the  community  one-tenth  part 
of  what  it  has  cost  them. 
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Mr.  BouDiMOT  said,  there  was  a  great  difference  i 
between  the  surplus  of  a  snoaUer  State  represented 
by  a  single  member,  and  that  of  a  larger  one,  whose 
representation  is  more  numerous;  as  the  wants, 
the  wishes,  and  the  intentions  of  the  constituents, 
are  better  represented  in  the  latter  case  than  in  the 
former.  He  wished  the  committee  might  be  left  at 
liberty  to  devise  whatever  means  might  seem  most 
likely  to  unite  both  sides  of  the  House ;  and  wished 
to  strike  out  all  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution, 
from  the  words  '*  first  enumeration.'* 

Mr.  Datton  thought  it  by  no  means  proper,  that 
the  present  Congress  should  undertake  to  legislate, 
not  only  for  their  constituents,  but  also  for  their 
successors  in  the  House,  especially  in  a  point 
which  the  future  Congress  wiU  be  more  competent 
to  decide  upon. 

Mr.  LiTERXOiui  remarked,  that  if  the  ratio  be 
applied  to  the  people  of  particular  States,  it  will 
be  ever  productive  of  inequality.  Although  a  frac- 
tional number  may  remain  as  well  in  a  large  as  in 
a  small  State ;  yet,  it  will  not  affect  the  larger  so 
much  as  the  smaller  one.  The  ratio  of  thirty  thou- 
sand gives  Virginia  twenty-one  Representatives; 
and  if  there  remained  even  a  surplus  of  twenty- 
nine  thousand,  that  State  could  not  feel  her  inte- 
rests very  sensibly  affected,  and  would  have  little 
reason  to  complain;  whereas,  that  ratio  operates 
more  strongly  against  the  States  of  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  whose 
Representatives  are  so  much  inferior  in  number. 
Delaware,  for  instance,  having  but  one  Repre- 
sentative and  a  fraction  of  above  twenty-five  thou- 
sand, would  be  represented  in  the  ratio  of  only  one 
to  fifty-five  thousand.  This  inequality  might  be 
remedied,  unless  gentlemen,  because  the  scale  was 
now  turned  in  their  favor,  wished  to  take  all  pos- 
sible advantage  of  it,  and,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
to  give  perpetuity  to  the  law,  and  make  the  ratio 
apply  to  every  future  census  forever.    But  could 

fintlemen  say  there  is  now  more  wisdom  in  the 
ouse  than  ever  can  be  collected  into  it  at  any 
future  period  ?  Gentlemen  had  asserted  that  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Representatives  will  possess 
double  that  share  of  wisdom,  which  falls  to  the  lot 
of  sixty ;  and  this  very  argument  bad  been  strongly 
urged  for  increasing  the  representation  to  the  utmost 
extent  allowed  by  the  Constitution,  because  the 
House  is  then  to  possess  twice  or  three  times  more 
wisdom  than  is  now  contained  within  its  walla. 
Posterity,  he  hoped,  might  be  trusted  to  pass  laws 
that  will  affect  their  own  time. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messra  Gbrrt, 
NiLKs,  and  Barnweli^ 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for ;  and 
the  question  being  put,  for  striking  out  the  words, 
'*  and  making  provision  for  a  second  enumeration, 
and  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  there- 
on, to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives  after  the 
ad  day  of  March,  1797 :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — Yeas  22,  Nays  86,  as 
follows: 

Yeas. — ^Eliaa  Boudinot,  Sbeaijaahob  Bourae,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Thomas  Fituimons,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg. 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron 


Kitchell,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livo-more,  Kathaaiel 
Niles,  Cornelius  C.  Scboonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Peter  Sylvester,  lltomss 
Tudor  Tucker,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  John  Brown, 
William  Findley,  Elbridge  Qerry,  William  BL  Giles. 
Benjamin  Ooodhue,  Samuel  Oriffin,  William  Barrv 
Oroye,  Daniel  Hoger,  Philip  Key,  John  W.  Kilters, 
John  Laurance,  Richaird  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Maeoo, 
Jamea  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Angostos 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Up- 
ton Sberidme,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Janathsa 
Stuiges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Oeoige  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadswnrth,  Ao- 
thony  Wayne,  Alexander  White^  Hugh  WilUamsoo^ 
and  Francis  Willis. 

The  question  being  then  put^  for  striking  out  the 
words,  **  and  that  no  greater  ratio  be  reported  than 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants  for  every  represent- 
ative :*• 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^Yeas  83,  Nays 
26,  as  follows : 

Ykas.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, EUas  Boudinot,  Sheurjashob  Boumei,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitsaimons^  Nicho- 
las Oilman,  Benjamin  Gkiodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Orove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister, 
Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  feitchell,  John  W. 
Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livcrraore,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  Nathaniel  Niles^  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges^ 
Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tador  Tixdc- 
er,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nats.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Elbridge 
Oerry,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffia, 
Daniel  Huger,  John  Laurence,  Richard  Blaad  Lee, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg.  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Sdioon- 
maker,  Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Samuel  Ster- 
rett,  Thomas  Sunopter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham 
Venable,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

And  then  the  main  questioii  being  piit»  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  aaended  tf> 
read  as  follows : 

Retolted^  That  a  bill  be  prepared  for  apportion- 
ing Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making 
provision  for  a  second  enumeration,  and  lor  an 
apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon,  to  com- 
pose the  House  of  Representatives  after  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1797 :  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Bensok, 
Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Gerrt,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions^  and 
made  some  progress  therein ;  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. 
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Bmhei,  Tiiat  the  President  of  the  United 
StAtes  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  copies  of  the  official  communications  which 
btve  taken  place  between  the  Goyernor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Secretary  of  War, 
vith  respect  to  the  raising  of  troops  within,  and 
Qoder  the  direction  of  the  said  State. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unendmente  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Mondav  last,  to  the  bill  to  ascer* 
tain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half-pay  and  to  in- 
valid  pensions;  and  the  same  being  twice  read, 
were  agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  being  further  amended 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Madisoh,  from  Ihe  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  making  further  and  more  effec- 
toil  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States ;  which  waa  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 


Tkvrsdat,  January  26. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
claims  to  half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions  waa  read 
the  third  time  and  paased. 

PROTECTION  OF  THB  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
Frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  being  made  to  strike  out  the  second 
aeetion  of  the  bill,  which  contemplates  the  raising 
of  three  additional  regiments  of  infantry  and  a 
■qaadron  of  light  dragoons,  amounting  in  all  to 
three  thousand  and  forty  men,  exclusive  of  com- 
miasioned  officers- 
It  was  urged  in  favor  of  the  motion,  that  the  In- 
dian war,  io  which  the  United  States  are  at  pre- 
sent involved,  was,  in  its  origin,  as  unjustly  un- 
dertaken as  it  has  since  been  unwisely  and  unsuc- 
ceiisfally  conducted;  that  depredations  had  been 
committed  by  the  whites  as  well  as  by  the  Indi- 
es; and  the  whites  were  most  probably  the  ag- 
gressors, as  they  frequently  made  encroachments 
on  the  Indian  lands,  whereas  the  Indians  showed 
no  inclination  to  obtain  possession  of  our  territory, 
or  even  to  make  temporary  invasions  until  urged 
to  it  by  a  sense  of  their  wrongs.  A  proof  of  this 
unencroaching  disposition  on  their  part  plainly  ap- 

Cuired  in  their  conduct,  after  the  victory  they 
tely  obtained  over  our  troops ;  for,  when  flushed 
with  success,  they  might  have  swept  the  country 
before  them,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Pittsburg, 
thev  contented  themselves  with  the  advantage  they 
had  gained  over  their  invaders,  and  did  not  attempt 
to  invade  our  territories  in  return,  although  there 
was  nowhere  at  hand  a  sufficient  force  to  check 
their  career. 

The  mode  of  treating  the  Indians  in  general  was 
reprobated  as  unwise  and  impolitic.  The  Indians 
are  with  difficulty  to  be  reduced  by  the  sword,  but 
may  easily  be  gained  bv  justice  and  moderation ; 
snd,  although  their  cruelties  ore  alleged  as  reasons 


for  a  different  conduct,  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
white  people  pathetically  deplored,  these  narra- 
tivea,  it  was  said,  are  at  best  but  ex  parte  evidence — 
we  hear  nothing  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Indians-^ 
but  if  Cornplanter*s  speech  were  read,  it  would  set 
the  matter  in  a  very  different  point  of  view,  and 
furnish  a  complete  answer  to  all  the  charges  of 
their  accusers. 

Peace,  it  was  said,  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Indian  tribes  at  a  much  less  expense  than  would 
be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  war.  To  per- 
severe in  hostilities  would  be  wasting  the  puVlk) 
money  to  a  very  bad  purpose  indeed ;  for,  suppos* 
ing  our  arms  crowned  with  victory,  what  are  the 
advantages  we  may  expect  to  reap  from  our  suc- 
cess 1  We  can  only  gain  possession  of  their  lands— 
a  possession  that  must  long  continue  unproductive 
of  the  smallest  benefit,  as  we  already  possess  land 
sufficient — more,  in  fact,  than  we  will  be  able  to  cul- 
tivate for  a  century  to  come. 

Instead  of  being  ambitious  to  extend  our  bound- 
aries, it  would  answer  a  much  better  national  pur- 
pose to  check  the  roving  disposition  of  the  frontier 
settlers,  and  prevent  them  from  too  suddenly  ex- 
tending themselves  to  the  Western  waters.  If 
kept  closer  together,  and  more  nearly  connected 
with  Uie  old  settlements,  they  would  be  more  use- 
ful to  the  community  at  large,  and  would  not  so 
frequently  involve  us  in  unnecessary  and  expensive 
wars  with  the  Indians ;  but  if  permitted  to  rove  at 
pleasure,  they  will  keep  the  nation  embroiled  in 
perpetual  warfare  aa  long  as  the  Indiana  have  a 
single  acre  of  ground  to  rest  upon. 

If  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  recalled 
within  their  proper  boundariea,  there  they  mighty 
for  years  to  come,  cultivate  the  soil  in  peace,  nei- 
ther invaded  nor  invading.  As  the  country  pro- 
gresses in  population,  and  our  limits  ato  found  too 
narrow,  it  will  then  be  aoon  enough  to  contem- 
plate a  gradual  extension  of  our  frontier ;  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  it  is  an  idle  profusion  of  blood  and 
treasure  to  carry  war  beyod  our  present  line  of 
forts.  It  is  only  exposing  our  anna  to  disgrace, 
betraying  our  own  weakness,  and  leasening  the 
public  confidence  in  the  General  Government,  to 
send  forth  armies  to  be  butchered  in  the  forests, 
while  we  suffer  the  British  to  keep  possession  of  the 
posts  within  our  territory. 

As  long  as  Britain  is  suffered  to  retain  these 

fosts,  we  can  never  hope  to  succeed  againat  the 
ndians;  nor  ought  we  to  trace  our  late  misfortune 
to  any  other  source  than  her  still  holding  them  in 
her  possession.  Were  they  in  our  hands,  the  In- 
dians could  not  carry  on  their  operations  against  us 
with  the  same  degree  of  vigor  as  they  now  do ;  for 
it  is  from  those  forts  that  they  obtain  their  supplies 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  with  which  they  can  be  at 
all  times  plentifully  furnished,  as  long  aa  things  con- 
tinue on  their  present  footing. 

Until  those  posts  are  in  our  possession,  it  wiH 
be  in  vain  to  send  our  armies  into  the  wilderness. 
A  body  of  five  thousand  men,  sent  out  against  the 
Indians,  under  the  present  circumstances,  would 
be  as  effectually  defeated  as  the  smaller  ones  have 
already  been.  In  those  wilds,  our  troops  have  no 
friend  at  hand  to  furnish  them  with  supplies,  or  to 
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give  them  intelligence  of  the  approaeh  and  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy ;  whereas,  the  Indians,  receiv- 
ing both  aid  and  information  from  their  friendly 
neighbors,  can  pre-concert  their  plans,  and  choose, 
according  to  their  own  convenience,  the  place  and 
the  hour  of  attack,  as  they  did  before. 

It  was  here  observed,  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  that  we 
ought  undoubtedly  to  get  possession  of  those  posts ; 
and  that  we  might  have  long  since  obtained  it,  if 
we  had  only  laid  a  seaiibnable  embargo  on  all  the 
British  shippine  in  our  ports;  though  he  doubted 
whether  it  would  at  present  be  worth  while  to  take 
such  a  step,  as  the  English  iiave  lost  so  great  a  por- 
tion of  our  carrying  trade,  in  consequence  of  the  ad- 
ditional tonnage  laid  on  their  vessels. 

In  fkvor  of  the  motion,  it  was  further  urged,  that, 
supposing  even  the  war  to  have  been  originally 
undertaken  with  justice  on  our  side — supposing, 
also,  that  the  national  honor  and  interest  called 
for  a  continuance  of  hostilities— yet,  as  it  was  by 
no  means  either  necessary  or  prudent  to  invade  the 
Indian  territory,  as  this  had  been  attempted  in  two 
successive  campaiorns,  and  the  event  had,  in  both  in- 
stances, been  sucn  as  to  afford  no  very  flattering 
prospect  from  a  third  expedition  of  the  same  kinc^ 
it  was  thought  much  more  advisable  to  content  our- 
selves with  defending  the  frontier;  and  this  might 
be  done  without  making  so  great  an  augmentation 
in  the  military  establishment 

The  only  use  of  regular  troops  on  the  frontier 
is  to  garrison  the  forts,  and  to  have  a  standing  force 
in  the  neighborhood  to  form  a  station,  to  which 
the  militia  may  resort  either  for  protection  or  sup- 
plies; but  as  to  active  service,  the  frontier  militia 
and  rangers  were  pronounced  to  be  by  far  prefer^ 
able  to  the  j'egular  troops,  as  being  more  expert 
woodsmen,  and  better  habituated  to  the  Indian 
mode  of  fighting.  To  defend  the  forts,  a  small 
number  of  regulars  would  be  sufficient  The  pre- 
sent establishment  of  two  regiments  would,  if  com- 
pleted, be  amply  adequate  to  the  purpose,  and, 
when  assisted  by  such  forces  as  might  at  all  times 
be  collected  on  the  frontier,  would  be  able  to  repel 
every  inroad  of  the  enemy. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  sudden  and  de- 
sultory attacks  of  the  frontier  militia  and  rangers 
are  ever  attended  with  better  success  than  the 
methodical  operations  of  a  regular  force.  The 
former  are  better  calculated  for  expedition  and 
surprise,  making  unexpected  sallies,  scouring  the 
country  in  small  bodies,  harassing  the  Indians, 
and  intercepting  their  straggling  parties,  by  whom 
their  motions  are  unobserved;  whereas,  when  a 
body  of  regulars  take  the  field,  encumbered  with 
^g[g«gc  and  heavy  artillery,  the  unavoidable  slow- 
ness of  their  movements  ^ords  the  enemy  an  op- 
portunity of  watching  all  their  operations,  collect- 
ing their  whole  force,  and  skulking  in  the  woods 
around  them  till  they  can  seize  the  favorable  mo. 
ment  to  strike  a  sudden  blow,  which  they  general- 
ly do  with  success,  but  which  they  could  never 
attempt  if  exposed  every  hour  to  the  unforeseen 
attacks  of  our  woodsmen,  who  would  keep  their 
attention  constantly  engaged  in  all  quarters,  and 
thus  prevent  them  from  uniUng  in  large  bodies. 


It  was  further  observed  by  some  gentlemen, 
who  even  admitted  the  propriety  of  invading  the 
Indian  territory,  that,  to  effect  this  with  snceesa, 
it  was  by  no  means  necessary  to  make  such  an  in- 
crease in  the  military  establishment  as  that  eon- 
templated  in  the  bill.  The  miscarriage  of  the  for- 
mer  expeditions  could  not  (they  said)  be  alleged 
as  a  sufficient  reason;  for  it  is  well  known  that 
the  former  establishment  was  far  from  being  com- 
plete. The  regulars  intended  for  the  aerviee 
of  the  last  campaign  were  to  have  been  abow 
two  thousand  two  hundred;  the  President  was, 
besides,  empowered  to  raise  two  thousand  five  hno- 
dred  levies,  in  addition  to  the  regulars ;  and  the^ie 
would,  together,  have  constituted  an  army  of  about 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  men.  Had  soch  a 
body  been  employed,  we  might  reasonably  have 
expected  much  better  success  against  the  Indiana, 
whose  numben  were  so  far  inferior;  the  whole 
force  of  the  Wabash  tribes  not  amounting  to  abov» 
eleven  or  twelve  hundred  warriors,  who  never 
could  keep  the  field  £;>r  any  length  of  time,  but 
must  be  soon  obliged  to  disperse,  without  ventur- 
ing an  attack  upon  an  army  of  such  superior 
strength. 

Instead  of  this,  our  army  eonsisted  of  only  about 
twelve  hundred  men,  and  of  these  not  above  four 
or  five  hundred  were  regular  troops;  besides,  had 
even  this  force  been  sufficient,  if  employed  in  sea- 
son, the  delays  that  had  taken  place  in  the  execa- 
tion  of  the  plan  would  alone  have  been  sufficient 
to  defeat  the  intended  purpose.  During  the  win- 
ter, the  law  was  passed  for'  raising  the  additional 
troops  for  carrying  on  the  war  witn  greater  vigor. 
The  whole  summer  was  spent  in  the  ousiness,  and 
the  few"  men  that  we  did  enlist  were  not  raised 
till  late  in  the  fall.  Collected  at  length  at  the  bead 
of  the  Ohio,  they  fruitlessly  loitered  away  their 
time,  till  they  finally  erected  a  monument  to  our 
eternal  disgrace  and  infamy. 

Whatever  troops  are  to  be  employed,  ought  to 
be  raised  with  diligence  and  despatch,  if  we  wish 
to  avoid  a  similar  miscarriage  in  our  next  attempt 
The  army  ought  not  to  enter  the  Indian  country 
till  their  whole  force  is  complete.  Difficnlties, 
however,  and  delay,  equal  to  those  of  last  year, 
may  be  expected  in  enlisting  the  men;  and  we 
shall  have  the  officera  in  pay  a  considerable  time 
without  any  soldiers.  Perhaps  the  former  pay  of 
the  troops  was  too  low,  and  proper  effective  men 
were  unwilling  to  accept  of  it ;  if  so,  let  it  be  raised, 
let  the  men  be  well  clothed  and  fed,  and  they  will 
more  readily  engage  in  the  service.  Probably,  also, 
the  term  of  three  years  was  an  objection  with 
many,  who  would  otherwise  have  ioined  our  stand- 
ard. If  enlisted  only  for  six  months,  the  ranks  will 
be  sooner  filled :  and  this  ought  to  have  consider- 
able weight  with  those  who  advocate  the  augment- 
ation of  the  military  establishment,  as  they  cannot 
but  know  that,  if  we  set  about  enlisting  the  num- 
ber of  men  contemplated  in  the  bill,  and  in  the 
manner  there  prescribed,  they  cannot  be  raised 
time  enough  to  render  any  service  in  the  next 
campaign. 

The  information  contained  in  the  report  on  the 
table  was  not^  it  was  said,  to  be  implicitly  relied 
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on.  That  report  was  made  by  a  man  who  had 
not  personally  Tiaited  the  frontier.  Others,  who 
had  been  on  the  spot,  were  of  opinion  that,  if  two 
thousand  levies  had  been  raised  last  year,  they 
would  have  been  sufScient,  not  only  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontier,  but  eTen  for  any  offensiTe 
opcndons  that  might  have  been  thought  necessary. 
Such  troops,  collected  in  the  vicinity,  are  more 
competent  to  the  andertaking  than  the  troops  now 
in  contemplation.  No  complaint  had  been  made  of 
their  conduct  Whenever  they  were  tried,  they 
behaved  as  well  as  the  regulars,  and,  in  the  action 
nader  Genend  St  Clair,  wey  gave  equal  proofs  of 
their  valor. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  the  frontier  militia 
are  not  only  equal,  but  infinitely  superior  to  any 
regular  troops  wbaterer,  for  the  defence  of  the 
borders,  and  that  they  are,  in  &ct,  the  only  force 
that  can  be  efiectually  employed  in  expeditions 
against  the  hostile  Indians,  whose  mode  of  fight- 
log  is  ^miliar  to  them,  and  does  not  strike  them 
Tith  that  degree  of  terror  with  which  it  inspires 
those  men  who  enlist  on  the  regular  establish- 
ment These  latter  being  collected  in  the  heart 
of  populous  cities,  where  the  fiice  of  an  Indian  is 
seldom  seen,  bMdly  know  whether  the  Indian  and 
his  horse  are  not  the  same  animal.  And  when 
they  approach  the  enemy,  at  the  very  first  shout, 
even  before  he  ia  in  view,  they  are  terrified  at  the 
idea  of  savage  barbarity,  which  they  have  ever 
been  taught  to  reflect  on  with  horror,  and,  being  in- 
capable of  resistance,  they  commit  their  safety  to 
flight.  To  prove  the  superiority  of  the  militia,  gen- 
tlemen need  only  contrast  the  disspatch  and  success 
of  the  expedition  conducted  by  Ckneral  Scott, 
with  the  delays^  disgrace,  and  mortification,  which 
attended  that  under  General  St  Glair,  and  consi- 
der the  difference  of  the  expense  on  those  two  oo- 
casionsw 

The  expense  of  such  an  army  as  the  bill  con- 
templates ia  an  object  well  worthy  of  serious  con- 
sideration, especially  at  the  present  moment,  when 
there  is  scarcely  a  dollar  in  the  Treasury.  Gen- 
tlemen would  also  do  well  to  advert  to  the  pro- 
gress of  this  business,  and  consider  where  they 
vere  likely  to  stop,  if  they  went  on  at  the  present 
nte.  At  first,  oidy  a  single  regiment  had  been 
laised,  and  the  expense  was  about  $100,000;  a 
second  was  afterwards  added^  which  swelled  the 
expense  to  about  $800,000;  and  now  a  standing 
force  of  5,168  men  is  contemplated,  at  an  annual 
expense  of  above  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dol- 
lars. Can  this  be  justified  in  the  present  state  of 
oar  finances,  when  it  ia  well  known  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  having  been  requested  by 
the  members  from  a  particular  Slate  to  build  a 
light-house  on  a  part  of  their  coast,  declined  the 
undertaking^  and  alleged  the  want  of  funds  as  the 
reason? 

Our  resources,  however,  might  be  made  to  answer 
for  the  support  of  such  a  force  as  that  which  was 
intended  for  the  service  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
there  would  be  little  complaint  or  dissatis&ction 
among  the  people.  Very  few  murmurings  were 
heard  against  the  former  establishment ;  but  such  a 
one  as  ia  now  contemplated  will  be  thought  extra- 


vagant, will  breed  discontent  among  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  perhaps  afford  our  neighbors 
in  Canada  an  opportunity  to  take  advantage  of  our 
divided  situation,  and  involve  us  in  a  war  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  former  which  separated  us  from 
Great  Britain. 

Apprehensions,  it  is  said,  are  entertained,  that 
the  object  contemplated  in  raising  these  additional 
troops  is  not  so  much  to  punish  and  coerce  the 
Indians,  as  to  have  a  standing  regular  force  equal 
tjo  what  the  British  have  on  this  continent  This 
is  said  to  amount  to  about  six  thousand  men,  in- 
cludit^ff  those  in  Canada.  But  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  British  nation  has  not  above  one  tlumMna 
men  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States;  and 
yet,  with  this  handful  of  troops,  they  not  only  keep 
the  Indians*  in  awe,  but  even,  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  United  States,  retain  possession  of 
those  posts  which  should  have  been  ceded  to  us 
pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Why,  then, 
is  it  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  posts 
and  garrisoning  them,  to  increase  the  standing 
force  to  so  large  a  number  as  that  contemplated 
in  the  clause  under  consideration?  During  our 
late  arduous  struggle  for  liberty,  when  we  had  tO' 
cope  with  the  most  powerful  nation  under  heaven, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  had  never  at  any  one 
time  above  ten  thousand  men  under,  his  own  im- 
mediate command ;  and  if,  with  so  small  a  force, 
we  were  able  to  effect  so  glorious  a  Revolution, 
there  oan  be  no  necessity  of  going  such  lengths  at 
present,  for  the  sake  of  establishing  a  military  char- 
acter. It  is  strange  policy,  indeed,  to  raise  five  or 
six  thousand  men  to  oppose  a  handful  of  Indian 
banditti,  whose  utmost  amount  does  not,  from  the 
documents  on  the  table,  appear  to  exceed  twelve 
hundred. 

We  are  preparing  to  squander  away  money  by 
millions ;  and  no  one,  except  those  who  are  in  the 
secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  knows  for  what  reason  the 
war  has  been  thus  carried  on  for  three  years.  But 
what  funds  are  to  defray  the  increased  expense  of 
nuuntaining  such  a  force  as  is  now  contemplated  ? 
The  excise  is  both  unpopular  and  unproductive. 
The  impost  duties  have  been  raised  as  high  as  U 
consistent  with  prudence.  To  increase  them,  would 
be  but  to  open  a  door  for  smuggling,  and  thus  di- 
minish their  productiveness.  And  if  those  sources 
of  revenue  fail— if  our  finances  be  thus  exhausted 
in  unnecessary  wars — ^we  shall  be  unable  to  satisfy 
the  public  creditors,  unless  recourse  be  had  to  new 
taxes,  the  consequence  of  which  may,  with  just  rea- 
son, be  deplored ;  whereas,  if  we  but  keep  our  ex- 
penses wittiin  bounds — if  we  nurse  our  finances — 
we  shall  be  respectable  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  nor  will  any  nation  dare  to  insult  us,  or  be 
able  to  do  it  with  impunity. 

During  the  course  of  these  observations,  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  asked,  whether  this  was  a  day  set 
apart  for  rhetorical  flourishes,  as  the  galleries  were 
open,  and  he  saw  the  short-hand  writers  stationed 
at  their  different  posts  ? 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  debate,  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  suggested,  that,  instead  of  passing  a  law 
for  raising  at  all  events  the  additional  regiments, 
which,  for  bis  part,  he  did  not  think  necessary,  the 
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House,  if  they  finally  determined  the  present  estab- 
lishment to  be  insufficient,  would  perhaps  do  better 
to  appropriate  a  certain  sum  of  money,  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  call  in  such  additional  aid  as  circum- 
stances may  require. 

To  this  it  was  objected,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  People,  in  all  appropri- 
ations of  the  public  money,  to  make  them  for  cer- 
tain specific  purposes.  To  act  otherwise  on  the 
present  occasion  would  be  setting  a  precedent  that 
might,  in  its  consequences,  prove  highly  injurious; 
for,  although  the  greatest  confidence  may  safely 
be  reposed  in  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  him  -who 
now  fills  the  Presidential  Chair,  it  is  impossible 
to  foresee  what  use  may  hereafter  be  made  of  the 
precedent  by  his  successors,  or  how  far  it  may  be 
carried. 

Against  the  motion  for  striking  out,  and  in  fa- 
vor of  the  proposed  augmentation  of  the  military 
establishment,  it  was  urged :  That,  as  to  the  ius- 
tice  of  the  war  carried  on  against  the  Indian  tribes, 
that  was  a  question  which  could  not  admit  of  a 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  man  who  would  allow 
that  self-preservation  and  indispensable  necessity 
are  sufficient  causes  to  justify  a  nation  in  taking 
up  arm&  If  the  present  war  be  not  in  every  re- 
spect justifiable,  then  there  never  was,  nor  ever 
will  be,  a  jus^  war.  It  was  originally  undertaken, 
and  since  earned  on,  not  for  the  sake  of  conquest, 
but  to  defend  our  fellow-citisens,  our  friends,  our 
dearest  connexions,  who  are  daily  exposed,  in  the 
frontier  settlements,  to  all  the  rage  of  savage  bar^ 
barity,  to  which  they,  with  thoir  wives  and  child- 
ren, must  soon  fidl  victims,  unless  we  speedily  fly 
to  their  assistance ;  and,  although  there  are  some 
people  who  utterly  deny  the  justice  of  any  war 
whatever,  this  doctrine,  however  fine  in  theory, 
will  hardly  ever  obtain  in  practice ;  for,  is  it  to  be 
imagined,  that  any  set  of  men  are  of  such  a  pas- 
sive disposition  as  calmly  to  look  on  whilst  their 
friends  and  relations  are  butchered  before  their 
eyes,  and  to  refuse  giving  them  every  assistance  in 
their  power? 

The  murders  and  depredations  which  have  for 
years  past  been  repeatedly  committed  by  the  sa- 
vages, loudly  ci|ll  for  redress.  Erom  various  docu- 
ments of  unquestionable  authority,  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  signed  and  attest- 
ed bv  the  Executive  and  Legislature  of  Kentucky, 
by  the  District  Judge,  and  the  Captains  of  the  mi- 
litia, it  appears,  that,  from  the  year  1783  to  1790, 
there  have  been,  of  the  inhabiUnts  of  that  District, 
or  of  emigrants  on  their  way  thither,  no  less  than 
fifteen  hundred  persons  either  massacred  by  the 
Sttvages,  or  dragged  into  captivity,  two  thousand 
horses  taken  away,  and  other  property  plundered 
or  destroyed  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. And  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that  on 
the  other  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania 
the  number  of  persons  munlered  or  taken  prison- 
ers during  the  above  mentioned  period  would  fur- 
nish a  list  of  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred 
more. 

The  white  people,  it  is  true,  have  sometimes 
committed  depredations  on  the  Indians;  but  the 
instances  have  been  rare  [the  honorable  gentle- 


man who  spoke  did  not  recollect  above  one  or  two] 
of  their  making  unjust  attacks  upon  the  savages ; 
nor  did  they,  on  those  occasions,  commence  hostil- 
ities against  them  till  exasperated  by  the  strongest 
provocations  that  could  possibly  stimnlate  the 
human  heart  This  circumstance  may  be  jnstiy 
allowed  as  some  palliation  of  the  offence.  Even  in 
these  instances,  however,  a  few  individuals  only 
were  concerned;  and,  when  the  affiur  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  State,  ample  reparatioB 
was  made  to  the  injured  party.  The  Creneral 
Government,  too,  had  shown  an  equal  disposition 
to  do  justice  to  the  Indian  tribes.  Witness  the 
affiiir  of  the  Cherokees ;  for,  as  soon  as  Congress 
had  heard  their  complaints  of  an  encrcMicbaient 
made  on  them  by  some  of  the  people  from  the  frt>n- 
tier  of  the  Carolinas,  immediate  <n^ers  wtm  issued 
for  obliging  the  intruders  to  evacuate  the  Indian 
territory. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  disposition  that  pre- 
vails, as  well  in  the  Leg^isUtures  of  those  States 
whose  frontiers  are  most  exposed,  as  in  the  Gene- 
ral (Jovemment,  to  cultivate  peace  and  amity  with 
the  neighboring  Indians,  that  desirable  object  is 
become  utterly  unattainable  in  the  present  posture 
of  affairs.  The  frontier  Indians  have  killed  a  num- 
ber of  whites ;  the  whites,  in  their  turn,  have  made 
retaliation.  Both  parties  are  in  the  highest  de- 
gree exasperated  against  each  other,  and  likely  to 
continue  so,  in  spite  of  every  endeavor  that  can 
be  made  to  effect  a  reconciliation.  With  minds 
thus  irritated,  it  is  vain  to  hope  for  peace,  as  long 
as  they  continue  in  each  other  s  neighbortiood.  It 
is  therefore  necessary  to  form  a  strong  barrier,  to 
keep  them  asunder,  unless,  indeed,  the  advocates 
for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  would  oblige  the  fitm- 
tier  settlers  to  abandon  their  lands. .  But  by  what 
new-invented  rule  of  right  should  the  inhabitants 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  other  frontier  settlers,  be 
laid  under  a  greater  obligation  than  any  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  relinquish  a  pro- 
perty legally  acquired  by  &ir  purchase  f  Were 
it  even  proposed  to  pacify  the  savages,  by  purchas- 
ing the  lands  anew,  such  a  measure  would  an- 
swer no  other  purpose  than  that  of  procuring  a 
temporary  peace,  which  would  soon  again  be  in- 
terrupted by  a  war  that  would  reproduce  the  ne- 
cessity of  again  having  recourse  to  the  same  expe- 
dient We  should  have  to  purchase  the  lands  again 
and  again,  without  end.  By  thus  squandering  the 
public  money,  year  after  year,  we  should  swell  the 
national  debt  to  an  amount  that  we  cannot  pos- 
sibly foresee.  Better  at  once  to  make  a  vigor- 
ous effort,  to  act  in  a  manner  becoming  the  national 
dignity,  and  to  maintain  our  ground  by  war, 
since  we  cannot  obtain  a  durable  or  an  honoraUe 
peace. 

Attempts  have,  at  various  times,  been  made  to 
effect  treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes  with 
whom  we  are  now  at  war;  and,  although  these 
efforts  have  constantly  proved  ineffectual,  they 
yet  show  that,  neither  the  United  States  nor  the 
State  of  Virginia  were  backward  on  their  part  to 
adopt  conciliatory  measures,  and  to  do  away  that 
animosity  which  had  commenced  on  the  part  of 
the  savages  at  an  early  period  of  the  late  war  with 
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Great  BfitaiD,  and  had  cotttinaed  to  break  out  at 
ioteryala  ever  since.  In  the  yean,  1783»  *84,  '86, 
^7,  *88,  and  *90,  offers  of  peace  were  made  to 
them.  On  the  last  mentioned  occaaion,  when  a 
treaty  was  proposed  at  the  Miami  Village,  the  In- 
dians at  first  refused  to  treat  Thev  next  required 
tfairtv  days  to  deliberate ;  and,  in  tne  interim,  the 
iohaDitants  of  Kentucky  were  expressly  prohibited 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  fVom  carry- 
ing on  any  offensive  operations  against  them ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  this  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the 
whites,  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  per- 
sons were  killed  or  captured  by  the  savaffes,  and 
several  prisoners  roasted  alive,  durinff  that  short  pe- 
riod, at  the  expiration  of  which,  the  Indians  refused 
to  give  any  answer  at  all. 

On  another  occasion,  the  Indians,  not  content 
with  rejecting  our  offers  of  peace,  proceeded  even 
80  far  as  to  insult  us,  by  telling  us  we  have  lands 
within  the  British  posts,  and  asking  us  whv  we  did 
not  go  and  take  possession  of  them  ?  Will  it  be 
said  that  we  are  unable  to  do  it  ?  Is  this  language 
to  be  used  within  the  United  States  ?  No !  We 
ore  able,  abundantly  able  to  do  it,  whenever  we 
please ;  and  if  we  would  but  retrench  our  expenses 
in  some  instances,  which  might  well  admit  of  a  re- 
daction, our  ability  would  still  increase ;  o\ir  finances 
ire  not  quite  so  insufficient  as  some  gentlemen 
seem  to  imagine,  nor  so  easily  deranged.  We  are 
still  able  to  prove  that  the  boasted  emciency  of  the 
General  Government  is  something  more  than  an 
empty  name — we  can  yet  raise  both  men  and  money 
sufficient  to  defend  the  nation  from  either  injury  or 
insalt. 

It  is  now  too  late  to  inquire  whether  the  war 
was  originally  undertaken  on  the  principles  of 
justice  or  not  We  are  actually  involved  in  it, 
and  &innot  recede,  without  exposing  numbers  of 
innocent  persons  to  be  butchered  by  the  enemy; 
for,  though  wo  should  determine  to  discontinue 
the  war,  cao  it  be  said  that  the  savages  will  also 
Agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities?  It  is  well 
l^nown  that  they  are  averse  to  peace;  and  even 
the  warmest  advocate  of  pacific  measures  must 
therefore  allow  that  the  war  is  a  war  of  necessity, 
and  must  be  supported.  We  cannot,  without  im- 
peachment both  to  our  justice  and  our  humanity, 
abandon  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  frontier  to  the 
rage  of  their  savage  enemies.  And  although  the 
exeise  may  be  somewhat  unpopular,  although  money 
may  still  be  wanted ;  what  is  the  excise  ?  what  is 
money,  when  put  in  competition  with  the  lives  of 
our  friends  and  brethren  ? 

A  Kofficient  force  must  be  raised  for  their  do- 
fence  ;  and  the  only  question  now  to  be  considered 
i^  what  that  force  shall  be?  Experience  has 
proved,  that  the  force  employed  in  the  last  cam- 
paign was  inadequate.  It  is  true  the  establish, 
ment  was  not  complete ;  but  who  will  venture  to 
^^Ti  that,  if  it  had  been  complete,  it  would  have 
been  sufficient  for  the  intended  purpose?  Are 
gentlemen  who  assert  this  so  well  acqunintcd  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  enemy,  as  to  be  able  to 
give  an  accurate  statement  of  the  amount  of  their 
forces  on  the  frontier?  There  are  stronger  opinions 
iu  lUvor  of  an  augmentation  of  the  army  than  can 


be  adduced  against  it— opinions,  given  by  men  of 
judgment  and  experience,  who  have  themselves 
been  on  the  spot,  and  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  situation  of  adSairs  in  that  quarter.  These 
pfentlemen,  who  must  be  allowed  to  be  competent 
judges,  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  present 
establishment,  though  completed  to  the  last  man, 
will  not  furnish  an  adequate  force  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  effect ;  and  that  it  will  be  a  hopeless  at- 
tempt to  open  another  campaign,  with  a  less  than 
about  five  thousand  regular  troops,  the  number  con- 
templated in  the  bill. 

not  ought  that  number  to  be  deemed  extrava- 
gant,  under  an  idea  that  we  have  only  a  contempt- 
ible handful  of  banditti  to  contend  with.  Their 
numbers  were,  last  year,  from  authentic  docu- 
ments, stated  at  about  twelve  hundred  warriors, 
from  twenty-three  different  tribes;  such  was  the 
opposition  then  contemplated :  but  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  what  accessions  of  strength  they  have 
since  received,  or  even  what  force  they  had  en- 
gaged in  the  late  unfortunate  action,  as  the  very 
men  who  were  in  the  engagement  do  not  pretend 
to  form  any  just  or  accurate  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  then:  assailants ;  but  there  is  good  reason 
to  suppose  that  they  bad  previously  entered  into 
an  association  with  various  tribes,  that  have  not 
as  yet  come  within  our '  knowledge.  The  bows 
and  arrows  used  against  our  troops  on  that  occa- 
sion, afford  a  convincing  proof  that  they  had  foes 
to  encounter  from  distant  nations,  as  yet  unac- 
quainted with  the  use  of  fire-arms.  Nor  does  the 
account  of  the  bows  and  arrows  depend,  for  its 
authenticity,  on  newspaper  evidence  alone;  gen- 
tlemen of  unquestionable  veracity,  who  were  per- 
sonally engaged  in  the  action,  have  declared  that 
they  had  themselves  noticed  the  arrows  flying. 

When  we  consider  the  warlike  disposition  of 
the  Indians  in  general,  and  the  alacrity  with  which 
the  victors  are  ever  sure  to  be  joined  oy  numerous 
allies,  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  a  much 
more  formidable  opposition  in  the  next  campnign. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  savages  place  all  their 
glory  in  deeds  of  war ;  and  that,  among  them,  a 
young  man  cannot  make  his  appearance  in  com- 
pany till  he  has  signalized  his  valor  by  some  mnr- 
tial  achievement.  When,  to  this  powerful  incen- 
tive, a  new  stimulas  is  added  by  the  trophies 
obtained  in  the  late  action,  it  Is  presumable  that 
numbers  will  crowd  to  their  standard;  and  it 
strongly  behooves  us  to  prepare  in  time  for  a  much 
more  vigorous  effort  than  any  we  have  yet  made 
against  them. 

The  objections  drawn  from  the  increased  expense, 
must  entirely  vanish  from  before  the  eyes  of  any  man 
who  looks  n>rward  to  the  consequences  of  one  more 
unsucce8.sful  campaign.  Such  a  disaster  would 
eventually  involve  the  nation  in  much  greater  ex- 
pense than  that  which  is  now  made  the  ground  of 
opposition.  Better,  therefore,  at  once  to  make  a 
vigorous  and  effectual  exertion  to  bring  the  matter 
to  a  final  issue,  than  to  continue  gradually  draining 
the  Treasury,  by  dragging  on  the  war,  and  renewing 
hostilities  from  year  to  year. 

If  we  wish  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  a 
happy  conclusion,  and  to  secure  a  permanent  peace 
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to  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier,  we  must  employ 
such  troops  and  adopt  sueh  measures  as  appear 
best  calcalated  to  insure  success.  If  we  delay 
our  determination  until  the  force  of  the  enemy  be 
ascertained,  we  can  make  no  provision  at  all ;  for 
the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  ease  preclude 
us  from  the  very  possibility  of  obtaining  a  know* 
ledge  of  their  strength  and  numbers.  And  are 
we,  meanwhile,  to  remain  inactive  and  irresolute, 
and  make  no  efforts  to  repel  their  intended  attacks? 
No !  Whatever  their  numbers  may  be,  prudence 
calls  aloud  for  provision  of  some  kind.  And  if  ex* 
perience  is  to  nave  any  weight  with  ns»  the  exam- 
ple of  the  French  and  of  the  British  points  out  the 
true  mode  of  securing  our  frontier,  and  rendering  it 
invulnerable  to  an  Indian  foe.  Let  us  occupy  posts 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  let  them  be  properly 
garrisoned  and  well  provided^  and  the  business  is 
done. 

These  will  afford  an  opportunity  of  trading  with 
the  friendly  tribes,  and  will  prevent  all  intercourse 
between  the  whites  and  the  Indians,  except  under 
proper  regulations.  Should  hostilities  be  medita- 
ted by  any  tribes  who  are  not  in  amity  with  us, 
early  intelligence  of  their  movements  can  be  ob* 
tained;  their  marauding  parties  may  either  be 
beaten  off  on  their  approach,  or  intercepted  on 
their  return ;  opportunities  may  be  taken  of  sepa^ 
rately  attacking  the  hostile  tribes ;  their  old  men, 
their  squaws,  their  children,  will  be  exposed  a  great 
part  of  the  year,  whilst  the  others  are  out  hunting. 
In  short,  if  fear,  hope,  interest,  can  be  supposed  to 
have  any  influence  on  the  Indians,  this  mode  of 
defence  must  be  allowed  to  be  preferable  to  any 
other,  as  giving  the  fullest  scope  to  the  operation  of 
all  those  motives. 

A  different  mode  has  long  been  pursued  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky, 
but  its  success  has  not  been  9uch  as  to  offer  any  in- 
ducement to  the  General  Government  to  follow  the 
same  plan.  Rangers  have  been  employed  for  a 
number  of  years  to  scour  the  frontiers ;  and  those 
rangers,  too,  were  expert  woodsmen,  perfectly  in- 
ured to  the  Indian  mode  of  warfare ;  yet,  notwith- 
standing their  utmost  vigilance,  the  savages  still 
found  means  to  commit  ail  the  murders  and  depre- 
dations already  enumerated.  It  is  true,  however, 
tliat  a  frontier  militia  man,  trained  up  in  the  woods, 
may  be,  in  many  respects,  preferable  to  a  regular 
soldier,  who  has  not  the  same  knowledge  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  mode  of  fighting ;  but  with 
equal  experience,  (and  proper  men,  possessed  of 
that  experience,  may  be  enlisted  on  the  establish- 
ment) regular  troops  will  be  found  infinitely  superior 
to  any  militia  upon  earth. 

Every  man  who  has  ever  seen  militia  in  the 
field,  cannot  but  know  that  a  very  trifling  disaster, 
or  a  slight  cause  of  discontent,  is  sufficient  to  make 
them  disband  and  forc^et  all  subordination,  so  far 
as  even  to  neglect  the  means  of  self-defence; 
whereas  regular  troops,  under  proper  discipline, 
and  acting  with  CTeater  steadiness  and  concert, 
are  much  more  to  be  depended  on,  especially  when 
the  object  of  attack  is  distant,  and  great  fatigue  is 
to  be  undergone.  The  militia,  in  whatever  mode 
they  may  be  called  out,  will  hardly  furnish  men 


of  the  proper  description :  if  large  pay  be  oflered, 
the  temptation  will  equally  prevail  upon  those 
who  are  unfit  for  the  service  as  it  will  upon  good, 
effective  men;  besides,  some  of  the  States  have 
no  militia  laws ;  and,  even  in  those  States  which 
have  such  laws,  they  are  gone  into  disnse ;  no  de- 
pendence can  therefore  be  placed  on  militia  under 
any  laws  now  existing.  There  is,  indeed,  a  gene- 
ral militia  law  now  before  the  House ;  but  if  it 
ever  passes,  it  certainly  cannot  be  passed  in  due 
season  to  answer  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
immediate  defence  of  the  frontier.  Regalar  troops 
must  be  raised,  or  nothing  effeetual  can  be  done; 
and  if  to  avoid  the  expense  we  refuse  the  only  aid 
that  may  prove  of  any  real  service,  we  render  our- 
selves responsible  for  the  consequences  of  this  par- 
simonious policy,  which  may  be  attended  with  the 
ruin  and  destruction  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the 
Western  country. 

The  Cornplanter^s  speech  was  again  mentioned 
and  called  for ;  but,  as  it  had  been  confidentially 
communicated  by  the  President,  an  objection  was 
made  to  having  it  read  without  clearing  the  galleries. 
Whereupon, 

An  honorable  member  arose,  and  mentioned  his 
having  read  it  in  one  of  the  public  newsfpapers  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  if  any  gentleman 
had  the  newspaper  to  produce,  the  speech  might 
be  publicly  read  from  that ;  otherwise,  although  it 
might  be  very  proper  that  the  speech  itself  should 
be  read,  yet,  as  it  had  been  confidentiaUy  received 
from  the  Executive,  there  would  be  a  manifest 
trespass  on  propriety  and  decorum  in  having  it 
read  with  open  galleries ;  it  was  therefore  wi^ed 
that  the  galleries  might  be  cleared. 

The  Parliamentary  etiquette  requiring  that  this 
should  be  done  by  the  House,  and  not  by  a  com- 
mittee, the  committee  rose  for  the  purpose  ;  and. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  Chair,  the  mo- 
tion for  clearing  the  galleries  was  renewed. 

An  objection  was  here  started  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  in  favor  of  the  augmentation,  who  said 
that,  as  some  gentlemen  had  spoken  on  the  popular 
side  of  the  question,  whilst  the  galleries  had  been 
open,  it  was  unfair  to  preclude  those  of  opposite 
sentiments  from  an  opportunity  of  answering  their 
arguments  in  the  same  public  manner,  and  proving 
to  the  people  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  war. 

The  motion,  however,  was  persisted  in,  #nd  the 
galleries  were  cleared. 

[The  speakers  in  this  day's  debate  were 
Messrs.  Watne,  Gooohub,  Bocdinot,  Litbb- 
MORB«  Steele,  Parker,  Bourne,  (Rhode  Island.) 
White,  and  Moore.  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Moose 
opposed  the  motion ;  they  were  in  fiivor  of  the 
augmentation  proposed  in  the  bill.  The  other 
gentlemen  were  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
clause.] 


Friday,  January  27. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  covering 
his  account  of  indents  of  interest  received  and 
issued  between  the  first  of  October,  and  the  thirty- 
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first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
ADd  ninety-one  inclusiTe;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  PRONTIERS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  M&RCEB  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Mr,  Chairman:  I  originally  opposed  the  refer- 
ence of  this  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, on  principles  supported  by  the  Constitution, 
by  the  theory  of  free  Government,  and  from ,  prac- 
tical oHservation  on  the  progress  of  our  own,  and 
I  believe  the  result  now  before  us  will  fully  exem- 
plify every  evil  predicted. 

Let  any  man  examine  this  bill,  and  compare  it 
with  the  terms  of  the  original  reference.  Let^  it 
then  be  asked,  whether  the  submission  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier,  authorized  the  plans  proposed 
hj  the  Treasury  Department,  that  we  are  now 
giring  sanction  to?  Did  it  authorize  a  perpetual 
tax,  irrepealable  by  the  whole  Legislature,  without 
a  breach  of  faith,  according  t3  received  doctrine? 
At  least,  so  far  placing  the  purse-strings  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  who  may  refuse  an  assent 
to  the  repeal ;  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  also,  and 
consequently  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  who  alone  are  deputized  by, 
and  may  be  recalled  by  the  great  mass  of  society, 
and  to  whom  the  Constitution  expressly  confines 
the  power  of  originating  money  bills.  Have  we, 
in  truth,  originated  this  moAey  bill  ?  Do  we  ever 
originate  any  money  bill?  If  a  reference,  such 
as  made  to  the  Secretary,  was  proposed  to  the 
Senate,  who  are  a  branch  of  the  Legislature,  nearly 
of  equal  importance  with  ourselves,  would  it  not 
be  held  a  breach  of  the  Constitution  ?  Were  they 
to  propose  such  a  plan  as  this  to  us,  would  it  not  be 
received  with  indignation  ?  Why  so  little  jealousy 
of  the  Executive  Department,  separated  by  the 
Constitution  with  so  much  care  from  us  ?  Of  the 
Treasury  Department,  too,  which  is  considered  in 
other  countries  as  possessing  and  exercising  the 
means  of  corruption  ?  It  is  in  mjr  judgment  a  di- 
rect infraction  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tution, of  the  principles  of  free  Government,  and  I 
hate  heard  no  attempt  to  defend  it  but  on  the 
ground  of  pitiful  evasion,  more  dishonorable  to 
ourselves  and  dangerous  to  the  public,  than  an  open 
yiolation,  that  would  rouse  their  resentment  and 
insure  opposition. 

But  did  the  submission  of  a  provision  to  defend 
the  frontier  authorize  a  system  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures  ?  Thereby  placing  the  occu- 
pations and  productive  labor  of  our  citizens  under 
the  direction  of  Government,  and  rendering  the  liv- 
ing of  the  artist  and  subsistence  of  the  farmer,  so 
&r  equally  dependent  on  and  subservient  to  the 
Tiews  of  Administration  ?  Did  it  authorize  an  entire 
provision  for  the  public  debt,  past,  present,  and  to 
come  7  Did  it  authorize  a  plan  for  supplying  iprmer 
deficiencies,  which  it  is  admitted  do  not  exist? 


Lastly,  did  it  authorize  an  extensive  increase  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which  we  are  informed  is  one  of  the 
principal  objects?  It  would  be  an  afifront  to  com- 
mon sense  to  answer  one  of  these  queries  in  the 
affirmative — it  authorized  none  of  them.  And  yet 
these  are  all  its  offspring ;  these  are  the  great  ob« 
jects  it  produced.  It  is  true  there  are  in  the  bill 
two  or  three  little  clauses  that  were  authorized, 
and  which  relate  to  the  submission,  and  which 
might  well  have  escaped  my  attention,  and  would 
probably  never  attract  the  observation  of  the  pub- 
lic, but  for  the  title — a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers.  By  these  clauses  five  hundred  and 
twenty-three  thousand  dollars  of  the  whole  moneys 
to  be  forever  raised  from  its  perpetual  revenue, 
are  appropriated  for  this  year's  campaign.  After 
that  sum  is  expended,  we  must,  even  the  next 
year,  look  out  for  new  taxes,  and  upon  the  same 
principles,  as  long  as  the  Indian  war  continues 
(and  by  the  enlistments  it  is  not  contemplated 
to  be  of  very  short  duration)  new  taxes  must  be 
provided,  for  the  residue  of  these  taxes  are  by  thia 
Dili  appropriated  to  other  purposes,  for  ever,  after 
five  hunored  and  twenty-three  thousand  dollars 
are  paid.  This  appropriation  is  unalterable  even 
by  the  whole  Legislature,  unless  by  a  breach  of 
public  faith,  or  providing  other  equal  revenue. 
Should  every  year's  Indian  war,  and  every  na- 
tional disaster  i;xcuse  Government  for  laying  a  per- 
petual tax,  equal  to  the  increased  annual  demand, 
it  will  be  selling  us  defeats  at  a  very  high  price ; 
and  if  Government  are  paid  so  well,  they  may  be 
tempted  to  repeat  the  tragical  representation. 

But  what  is  the  reflection  that  naturally  arises 
from  a  contemplation  of  this  bill.  That  Adminis- 
tration will  not  even  permit  us  to  defend  the 
helpless  women  and  children  of  the  frontier  from 
the  brutal  ferocity  of  a  savage  foe,  but  on  condition 
that  the  Representatives  surrender  up  forever  the 
sacred  trust  of  the  Constitution,  and  place  in  the 
power  and  under  the  control  of  the  Executive  and 
Senate,  a  perpetual  tax.  Unless  they  throw  the 
power  of  regulating  the  labor  and  industry  of  their 
fellow-citizens  into  the  hands  of  Government,  and 
into  a  mean  dependence  on  Administration ;  and 
unless  they  furnish  a  larire  sum  of  money,  under 
the  denomination  of  a  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  speculation,  in  order  to  raise  and  lower  the 
price  of  stocks  at  pleasure,  or  as  may  suit  the  views 
and  interest  of  the  band  of  favorites  that  are  in  the 
secret  ' 

Hard  and  oppressive  conditions  I  Was  this  the 
object  of  the  reference  to  the  Secretary  ?  It  was 
not  the  avowed  one,  nor  could  it  have  been  sus- 
pected, from  a  simple  proposition  to  devise  ways 
and  means  to  defend  the  frontier.  A  mighty  fabric 
has  been  erected  on  this  slight  foundation,  to  hurry 
us  into  its  adoption.  We  have  been  officially,  I 
suppose,  informed  that  the  money  for  the  War  De- 
partment is  almost  expended ;  that  the  preparations 
for  the  Western  expedition  must  stop  unless  we 
pass  the  bill  immediately ;  and  thus,  with  the  tom- 
ahawk suspended  over  our  heads,  we  must  give  up 
to  Administration  the  dearest  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  sacrifice  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the 
Constitution. 
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If  Anything  can  equal  the  boldness  of  this  mea- 
sare,  it  is  its  injustice.  I  have  long  remarked  in 
this  House,  that  the  Executive,  or  rather  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  was  really  the  efficient  Legisla- 
ture of  the  country ^  so  fiir  as  relates  to  the  revenue, 
which  is  the  vital  principle  of  Government  The 
clause  of  the  Constitution  confining  to  the  imme- 
diate Representatives  of  the  people  in  this  House, 
the  origination  of  money  bills,  is  converted  into 
a  Committeeship  of  Sanction,  that  never  withholds 
its  assent ;  a  convenient  cloak  to  divert  the  blame 
of  odious  measures  from  the  real  authors.  We 
have  heard  of  corrupt  majorities  in  British  Parlia- 
ments. I  will  not  suppose  an  improper  motive  in 
any  member  of  this  cK>dy,  but  I  am  free  to  say 
that  we  appear  better  trained  than  any  House  of 
Commons  I  have  yet  read  of;  for  if  a  Minister, 
with  them,  was  to  attempt  to  supply  all  the  ordi- 
naries and  extraordinaries  of  Government  by  per- 
petual taxes,  I  am  persuaded  he  would  risk  his 
nead.  The  Representatives  of  the  British  nation, 
the  immediate  agents  of  the  people,  dare  not  vote 
away  the  rights  of  their  principals  and  the  power 
of  their  successors.  They  preserve  the  purse-strings 
in  their  own  hands,  by  laying  taxes  for  the  support 
of  Government  from  year  to  year ;  they  know  no 
permanent  taxes,  except  those  pledged  for  certain 
debts — ^and  even  those  the  whole  nation  now  ex- 
claims against,  as  the  mortal  poison  of  the  Consti- 
tution— and  the  settlement  for  the  support  of  the 
Crown,  given  in  exchange  for  the  feudal  and  con- 
stitutional rights  relinquished  by  the  King. 

When  this  tax-law  made  its  first  appearance 
firom  the  Treasury  Department,  petitions  against 
it  from  the  great  commercial  capitals  of  America, 
convenient  to  us,  were  presented.  The  petitioners 
represented  the  impositions  on  commerce  as  already 
oppressive  and  intolerable.  Their  particular  Re- 
presentatives seemed  to  sympathize  at  first  with 
these  sentiments.  I  hope  it  was  not  intended  to 
enhance  this  measure  as  a  boon,  in  order  to  demand 
some  greater  sacrifice  as  an  equivalent  But  cer- 
tainly when  these  objections  were  admitted  to  be 
valid,  and  a  proposal  was  made  to  render  the  evils 
temporary,  by  limiting  the  bill  to  a  short  period, 
and  in  order  that  it  might  be  commensurate  with 
the  original  purpose,  the  Indian  war — the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures,  stability  in  commercial 
arrangements,  a  variety  of  new  purposes  for  money, 
former  deficiencies,  and  a  Sinking  Fund,  were  then 
vaunted  forth  as  the  objects  of  the  measure.  These 
were  certainly  never  the  objects  of  the  reference, 
and  show,  at  one  view,  how  iniquitous  and  danger- 
ous it  is  to  blend  temporary  objects  with  perma- 
nent regulations,  and  connect  necessary  and  indis- 
pensable provisions  with  measures  0i  doubtful,  if 
not  unjust  policy. 

Independent  of  the  constitutional  question  of  the 
right  of  Congress,  why  should  we  be  compelled  to 
consider  the  extensive  range  and  delicate  refine- 
ment of  encouraging  manufactures  by  extensive 
duties  operating  as  indirect  bounties,  under  the 
pressure  of  providing  for  an  Indian  war?  Putting 
out  of  view  the  general  and  irrefragable  principle, 
that  industry  wul  almost  always  select  the  most 
beneficial  channels  for  its  streams  to  fiow  in,  and 


that  for  Government  to  attempt  to  divert  its  courses, 
as  it  can  only  be  done  by  the  obstructing  in  one 
part  and  openine  in  another,  is  not  only  impolitic 
and  imprudent^  but  unjustifiable  and  tyrannical; 
yet  even  such  encouragement,  if  proper,  should 
certainly  not  be  permanent  A  manufactare  that 
will  not,  after  a  sufficient  stimulus,  support  itself^ 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged.  When  it  no  longer 
needs  aid,  the  tax  ought  to  be  withdrawn ;  but  as 
there  is  no  limitation  proposed,  as  the  law  is  per- 
petual, a  repeal  at  any  time  would  be  construed 
into  a  breach  of  fiiith,  by  those  who  embarked  ca- 
pitals on  the  proffered  encouragement  Bat  we 
should  recollect,  that  this  not  only  operates  une- 
qually in  the  same  States,  between  the  farmer  and 
mechanic — the  staple  States  are  unequally  repre- 
sented in  this  Government — ^that  we  are  dinerently, 
therefore,  interested  with  respect  to  manufactures ; 
that  these  bounties  are  in  fact  paid  from  the  staples 
of  the  Southern  States,  by  producing  retaliating 
regulations  in  their  only  markets  abroad,  and  rais- 
ing the  price  of  what  the  planters  must  buy  at 
home.  In  fine,  such  precipitate  measures  seemed 
calculated  to  sow  discontent,  in  order  to  reap  con- 
fusion, and  out  of  confusion  it  is  said  order 
arises ;  that  is,  it  gives  countenance  to  the  abuse 
and  desertion  of  all  free  Governments,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  despotism  in  its  stead.  With  respect 
to  stability  in  commercial  regulations  as  Decessaiy 
to  mercantile  speculations — if  duties  have  a  cer- 
tain limit,  calculations  may  as  well  be  made  on 
that  limitation  as  on  permanency ;  but  surely  these 
arguments  have  been  advanced  by  the  advocates 
of  the  bill  with  one  eye  shut  They  have  not 
even  squinted  at  that  part  of  this  same  bill  which 
limits  the  continuation  of  the  increased  duties  on 
three-fourths  of  the  articles  of  importation  to  a 
short  period ;  their  hearers  are  to  be  compelled  to 
forget  all  the  arguments  on  the  first  part  before 
they  are  allowed  to  consider  the  second. 

As  to  the  other  purposes  and  former  deficien- 
cies, they  were  never  suggested  until  some  excuse 
was  to  be  invented ;  and  in  this  case  it  seems  also 
unfortunate  that  this  very  bill,  in  one  of  the  latter 
clauses,  states  that  there  is  an  actual  surplus  of 
revenues  of  one  hundred  and  filly  thousand  dol- 
lars :  surely,  in  such  ai*guments,  there  is  no  regard 
to  decency  preserved ;  but,  in  every  view,  to  lay 
permanent  tax^s,  without  appropriating  tbem  to 
specified  purposes,  is  unsafe  and  unconstitutionaL 

As  to  a  Sinking  Fund,  it  is  a  pretext  that  will 
not  be%r  inspection.  If  it  was  really  meant  to  dis- 
charge the  principal  of  the  debt,  why  not  early  pre- 
sent a  plan  as  an  independent  object  of  delibera- 
tion ?  It  is  certainly  of  sufficient  magnitude.  Why 
wait  until  the  Indian  war  was  on  the  tapis  ?  But 
perpetual  taxes  are  not  necessary  for  a  Sinking 
Fund.  Perpetual  taxes  were  never  excused  upon 
any  other  principle  but  the  providing  a  certain 
interest  to  give  currency  to  a  fictitious  capital. 
That  is  not  the  case  with  respect  to  a  Sinking  Fund ;  ! 
that  should  be  provided  and  increased  as  circum-  j 
stances  will  permit,  from  year  to  year ;  our  saoces-  I 
sors  should  be  left  as  free  in  this  respect  as  we  i 
are.  Besides,  a  perpetual  tax  for  a  Sinking  Fund  | 
is  an  absurdity  in  language.    It  is  true,  where  we    ; 
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are  constantly  Increasing  oar  debts,  and  eren  when 
we  cannot  increase  them  fast  enough,  assuming 
debts  of  others,  a  perpetual  Sinking  Fund  may  be 
reconciled  to  the  &ct;  but  that  fact  roust  also 
prove  that  there  is  really  no  serious  intention  of 
our  paying  the  debt,  but  that  it  is  considered  as  the 
great  engine  necessary  to  influence  the  motions  of 
GoTemment,  and  which  must  ever  be  preserved 
when  once  introduced.  That  this  is  the  real 
policy,  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  we  now  hare,  will  evidently  demonstrate. 
I  hare,  it  is  true,  no  official  documents,  but  it  has 
been  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  not  contra- 
dicted. I  have  before  mentioned  it  in  this  House, 
and  it  has  not  been  denied.  I  must,  therefore,  be- 
liere  it  to  be  true  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and.  other  agents  for  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  hare  gone  into  market,  and  given 
higher  prices  for  stock  than  individuals  purchased 
at:  in  this  city,  at  12s.  for  three  per  cents,  when 
they  sold  at  IDs.  6d.  at  New  York — 12s.  when  others 
could  buy  at  10s.  Is  not  this  throwing  away  Ss. 
and  4fl.  in  the  pound  of  the  public  money,  betray- 
ing the  confidence  of  the  people  ?  Is  it  not  worse — 
is  it  not  deviating  so  much  to  sinister  purposes? 
It  is  said,  that  it  raises  the  price  on  foreigners ;  the 
&ct  is  directly  the  reverse.  It  raises  the  price  of 
foreign  property  on  ourselves,  for  they  hold  per- 
haps the  greater  part  of  this  paper.  But,  on  this 
principle,  we  should  go  on  until  we  stimulate  the 
six  per  cents,  to  SOs.  in  the  pound,  to  make  it  equal 
to  money  at  4  per  cent,  at  which  rate  it  is  said 
foreigners  now  lend  to  us.  We  certainly,  on  their 
own  principles,  lose  more  by  the  diflference  be- 
tween 20s.,  the  ultimatum  to  which  we  now  go, 
and  30s.,  to  which  we  ought  to  go  to  raise  our 
stocks  to  the  price  of  foreign  loans.  Then  we* 
should  lose  between  20s.  and  15s.  or  16s.,  which 
is  the  lowest  that  stocks  could  probably  descend, 
whilst  we  pay  the  interest  quarterly. 

But  it  is  asked,  Would  Government  wish  to  give 
less  than  20a.  f  The  answer  is,  the  money  of  the 
people  ought  to  be  laid  out  so  as  to  sink  the  great- 
est quantity  of  the  debt  But,  again :  Government 
had  no  such  scruples  when  the  debt  was  princi- 
pally in  the  hands  of  the  original  holders.  They 
bought  up  then  at  12s.,  Ids.,  and  Hs.,  or  less;  and 
80  on.  Why  did  they  not  fix  then  the  price  at 
20s.  ?  Why  are  mere  speculators  (I  mean  not  to 
include  those  who  purchase  to  hold,  for  it  is  their 
interest  to  pm*chase  cheap)  dearer  to  Government 
than  those  who  have  gained  these  debts  in  ex- 
change for  their  blood  or  their  property?  Why 
protect  those  who  have  purchased  20s.  for  2s.  6d. 
from  the  soldier  and  farmer  from  losing  perhaps  a 
tenth  of  their  profits?  Why  should  Government 
make  use  of  the  contributions  of  these  very  in- 
jured people,  as  well  as  others,  to  increase  the  ad- 
ran  tages  of  those  who  have  injured  them  ?  Why 
select  this  particular  spedes  of  property  to  raise 
its  value?  Why  not  raise  the  price  of  tobacco, 
rice,  and  other  articles,  now  so  low?  Have  they 
not  been  as  honestly  earned? 

In  fine,  we  have  opened  a  small  door,  and  let  us 
only  observe  what  a  host  of  evils  have  entered ; 
and  then  we  are  asked.  Why  do  we  not  prepare  a 
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substitute?  After  having  compelled  us  to  part 
with  the  subject  out  of  our  hands,  and  refer  it  to 
a  part  of  the  Executive — after  it  has  been  cooped 
up  out  of  doors,  and  kept  back  until  the  cravings 
of  necessity  compel  the  admission  of  part  of  the 
proposals — when  we  now  wish  to  separate  the  ne- 
cessary and  usefiil  fix>m  the  pernicious  parts,  un- 
justifiably blended  and  introduced,  we  are  arrested 
by  the  votes  of  a  majority,  and  even  insulted  by 
an  abuse  of  an  imputed  incapacity,  that,  if  true, 
would,  by  degrading  the  whole  Representative 
body  of  the  people,  involve  themselves,  as  well  as 
the  minority,  in  the  ignominy.  But,  surely  no 
two  propositions  can  be  more  readily  distinguished 
than  the  increase  of  revenue  for  the  Indian  war, 
and  this  complicated,  unauthorized,  unnatural,  un- 
constitutional mixture  of  manufacturing,  financial, 
deficiency,  sinking  fund,  and  Indian  war  ingre- 
dients. 

When  Mr.  Mercer  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  80. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  pursuant 
to  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  copies  of  the  official  communications  which 
have  passed  between  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  temporary  defensive  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  said  State ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United  States, 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  far- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said 
bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  when  the  same  being  read,  some 
were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  before  the  House, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put  to 
amend  the  same,  by  striking  out  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof,  in  the  words  following : 

*'  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  raised 
tliree  additional  regiments  of  infantry,  each  of  which, 
exclusively  of  the  commissioned  officers,  shall  consist  of 
nine  hundred  and  twelve  non-commissioned  officers, 
privates,  and  musicians ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  18,  nays  94,  as 
follows : 

Yeas.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Eliaa  Boudinot,  Shear- 
jashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Nicholas  Oilman, 
Benjamin  Ooodhue,  William  Barry  Grove,  Samuel  Liv- 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Par- 
ker, Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George 
Thatcher,  Artemas  Ward,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Fran- 
cis Willis. 
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Nati. — Fiflher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwellj  Egbert  Benson,  John  Brown,  Jonathan  Day- 
ton, William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitsaimons,  William  B. 
Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Eager, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Blitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John 
Laurnnee,  Amasa  Learned,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustas  Mnhlenbeig,  William  Vans 
Murray,  John  Page,  Oomelins  G.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua 
Senejr,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stor- 
ges,  Peter  Sylyester,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tuder 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadswortfa»  An- 
thony Wayne,  and  Alexander  White. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  mid  bill  was 
then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  81. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  coyering  his  report  on 
the  petitions  of  James  Swaine,  Abraham  Spring- 
er, Timothy  Mountford,  sundry  seamen,  Samuel 
Wail,  for  himself  and  seryant,  John  Camaghan, 
James  Shields,  Henry  Skinner,  and  William  Lor- 
ing;  which  were  reaa,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

PROTBCTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  making  farther  and  more  effectual  proyision 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  same  being  further  amended,  was 

Ordered  To  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Wkdnbsdat,  February  1. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Churchman,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

PROTEOTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  making  fiulher  and  more 
effectual  proyision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 

It  was  rcsolyed  in  the  affirmatiye — ^yeas  20,  nays 
19,  as  follows: 

Ykas. — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons, 
William  B.  Giles,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Aa- 
ron Kitchell,  Jdin  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  James 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlen- 
berg, William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Joshua  Seney, 
William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Peter  Sylvester,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Sheariashub  Bourne, 
Benjamin  Bourne,  iV'icholas  Oilman.  Benjamin  Good- 
hue, James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  James  Hill- 
house,  Israel  Jacobs,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Josiah  Parker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Artemas 
Ward,  and  Francis  Willis. 


THUBSDATy  February  8. 

Mr.  Stebub  Uud  the  f(^k>wiiig  motion  on  the 
table: 

"  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  Snqnire  into,  tod 
report  to  this  House,  their  opinion  of  the  number  of  In- 
dians now  in  arms  against  the  United  States;  the  doen- 
menta  whereon  that  opinion  may  be  Ibonded ;  the  eauM 
of  the  delay  of  the  Federal  Army  oo  tlie  Qhk> ;  thesesr 
dty  of  provisions  and  fiirage ;  the  qnality  of  the  novdff ; 
and  such  other  causes  aa  ma^  have  been,  in  the  jod^ 
ment  of  the  eommiitee,  eondnciye  io  the  late  nnfMrtuDsts 
defeat" 

POST  OFFIOB  BILL 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
establishing  the  Post  OfBoe  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States,  were  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  House,  and  all  of  them  a^^eed  to,  except 
one  or  two  which  respect  a  yariation  in  the  croa 
posts. 

One  of  the  amendments,  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  is  in  lavor  of  the 
newspapers;  inasmuch  as  it  permits  any  person 
whatever,  without  authority  from  the  Postmister 
General,  to  **  take  up,  receive,  order,  despatch,  con- 
vey, carry,  and  deliver*'  newspapers,  for  hire,  on 
the  established  post  roads,  without  being  subject 
to  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  for  so  doing. 

By  anoUier  amendment,  it  is  enacted,  that  if 
any  person  employed  in  any  department  of  the 
Post  OflBoe,  shall  unlawfully  detain,  delay,  embci- 
ale,  or  destroy  any  newspaper,  with  which  bs 
shall  have  been  intrusted,  such  offender  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
Rdy  dollars;  and  the  Postmaster,  in  any  contract 
he  may  enter  into  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail, 
may  authorize  the  person  with  whom  such  con- 
tract is  made  to  carry  newspapers,  other  than  those 
conveyed  in  the  mail. 

One  of  the  amendments  was  to  strike  ont  £r^ 
ter  from  the  general  route  of  the  post 

Mr.  GiLXAM  rose  in  opposition  to  this  amend- 
ment 

I  hope,  said  he,  the  alteration  will  not  be  agreed 
to.  When  this  bill  went  up  to  the  Senate,  I  am 
informed  it  was  committed  to  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  a  member  from  each  State;  that  tho 
alterations  were  made  in  that  committee,  and  after- 
wards agreed  to  in  Senate  without  much  debate. 
In  that  committee,  this  subject  was  very  unfairly 
represented,  and  gentlemen  who  were  then  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  are  now,  on  further  in- 
quiry, decidedly  against  it  This,  I  think,  a  good 
reason  why  the  House  ought  not  to  concur.  Bat, 
sir,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  some  reasons  why  an  office 
should  be  established  in  Exeter.  It  is  a  compact 
town,  of  considerable  trade,  and  some  navigation ; 
it  has  a  direct  trade  with  Boston,  and  vends  con- 
siderable quantities  of  dry  goods.  This  trade 
would  be  greatly  facilitated  by  haying  the  stage 
pass  through  the  town ;  but  what  is  of  more  im- 
portance, and  more  extensive  in  its  operation, 
arises  from  the  necessary  communication  which 
is  kept  up  between  that  town  and  other  parts  of 
the  State.  This  will  be  perfectly  understood,  when 
gentlemen  are  informed  that  the  records  of  the 
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Sttte,  the  Secrrtarj's  and   Treasury  offices  are 
kept  there ;  that  the  records  and  treasury  of  a  large 
county,  conprehending  both  Portsmouth  and  Ex- 
eter, and  extending  fifty  or  sixty  miles  into  the 
country,  are  also  kqst  there ;  and  that  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  Ck>anty,  the  State,  and  the  United 
States,  sit  there  at  appointed  periods.    It  is  there 
the  Qorernor  conTenes  his  Goancil,  to  consult  on 
public  affiiirs;  and  it  is  from  that  place  a  commu- 
nication should  be  kept  up  between  the  State  and 
the  Qenerai  Government     From   these  drcum- 
fitances,  it  appears  that  it  would  be  very  conveni- 
ent not  only  for  Exeter,  l>ut  for  a  considerable 
part  of  the  State,  to  have  an  office  established 
there;  and  as  the  necessary  communication  be- 
tveen  that  and  other  towns  would  afford  frequent 
opportonities  to  send  and  receive  letters  by  private 
conveyance,  a  doubt  can  hardly  exist  that  such  an 
amogeraeat  would  be  productive  to  the  revenue. 
This,  I  believe,  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster 
GeneraL    Sir,  the  distance  from  Boston  to  Ports- 
mouth does  not  exceed  seventy  miles,  and  that 
perhaps  the  best  road  within  the  United  States,  of 
equal  extent    The  objection,  therefore,  that  the 
stage  cannot  pass  through  in  a  day,  can  have  no 
weight;  it  is  too  absurd  to  deserve  a  serious  refti- 
tation.    The  difference  in  the  distance  between 
the  present  route  of  the  mail  and  the  one  proposed 
through  Bxeter,  is,  passing  through  Kensington, 
about  three  miles,  or  by  Hampton  Fklls,  about  five 
miles.    The  road  through  Kensington  is  a  good 
carriage  road ;  the  stage  ran  that  way  about  five 
years  ago,  before  the  proprietors  contracted  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail ;  it  was  then  a  pret^ 
good  road,  since  which  it  is  much  improved.    It 
was,  therefore,  a  iklse  assertion  to  say  that  the 
road  through  Kensington  or  Hampton  Falls  is  bad ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  mail  passing  that  way 
could  not  be  injurious  to  Portsmouth.    But,  sir, 
the  opposition  to  this  measure  arises  from  a  rival- 
ahtp  oetween  the  two  towns.    Before  the  war,  the 
courts  and  offices,  just  now  mentioned,  were  held 
exclusively  at  Portsmouth ;  on  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  it  was  found  convenient  to  remove 
them  to  Exeter,  where  it  has  been  thought  expe- 
dient to  contanue  them.    But  this  has  excited  a 
degree  of  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  some  persons, 
in  the  interest  of  Portsmouth,  who  are  perpetually 
on  the  watch  to  oppose  any  public  measure  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  interest  or  convenience  of 
Exeter.     If  this  alteration  takes  place,  letters  go- 
ing to  Exeter  will  be  Uable  to  a  postage  of  twenty 
or  twenty-five  per  cent  more  than  by  the  present 
arrangement;  and,  as  the  cross-post  will  set  off 
but  onoe  a  week,  letters  may  lie  six  or  seven  days 
in  the  office  at  Portsmouth :  this  will  preclude  the 
people  of  Exeter  from  the  benefit  of  a  post,  and 
they  will  be  obliged  to  send  their  letters  by  private 
conveyance,  as  they  now  do.    By  the  original  con- 
struction of  the  bill,  the  expense  of  transporting 
the  mail  would  be  less  than  by  the  proposed  alter* 
ation ;  as,  by  extending  the  route  of  the  principal 
mail  about  three  miles  further,  the  travet  of  the 
cross-post  is  shortened  fourteen.     I  therefore  hope 
the  people  in  that  part  of  the  State  will  not  be 
deprived   of  rights  naturally  arising  from  their 


situation,  bv  the  prejudice  and  misrepresentation 
of  those  who  wish  to  injure  them,  and  that  the 
amendment  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LivxRMOBB.— I  shall  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Senate  in  this  bfll,  to  strike 
out  Bxeter,  and  to  carry  the  mail  by  the  accus- 
tomed route,  through  Hampton,  which  is  the  near- 
est way,  as  gentlemen  have  heretofore  stated,  by 
about  five  miles;  and  it  is  also  the  best  road,  more 
especially  in  winter,  when  the  snow  is  deep,  being 
a  road  more  used,  and  consequently  the  paths 
better  kept  open.    And  as  the  bill  prorides  that  a 
mail  shall  be  carried  finom  Portsmouth,  by  Exeter, 
to  the  interior  parts  of  the  State,  I  think  the  town 
of  Exeter  will  be  well  accommodated,  without  the 
deviation  of  five  miles  before  mentioned.    As  the  * 
stage-carriages  that  carry  the  mail  three  times  a 
weSk  between   Portsmouth   and  Boston,  in   the 
summer  season,  carry  many  passengers  firom  Ports- 
mouth and  from  Boston,  and  other  places,  a  devia- 
tion of  five  miles,  and  in  a  worse  road,  would  be 
a  very  great  inconvenience  to  such  passengers. 
The  distance  flt)m  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  by  the 
usual  route,  is  about  sixty-five  miles.    Thia  is  a 
pretty  long  journey  to  be  performed  with  a  stage- 
wagon  in  one  day,  which  is  the  case  in  the  sum- 
mer season ;  but  five  miles  added,  may  induce  the 
necessity  of  traveling  sometimes  after  night,  which 
would  be  attended  with  inconvenience  to  the  pas- 
sengers, besides  hindering  the  mail  from  arriving 
at  the  appointed  hour.    The  inconvenience  would 
also  perhaps  be  greater  in  winter,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  passengers,  and  in  respect  to  retard- 
ing the  mail,  as  some  part  of  the  new  proposed 
route  is  considerably  more  liable  to  be  blocked  up 
wi^  snow,  for  want  of  traveling  to  keep  it  open, 
than  the  old  route.    Portsmouth  being  a  place  of 
considerable  commerce  and  navigation,  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  mul  should  arrive  at  its  proper 
times,  and  as  early  as  possible.    The  letters  for 
Exeter  are  few,  compared  with  the  number  for 
Portsmouth.      The   Postmaster   has    stated    the 
amount  of  the  postage  of  letters  for  Exeter,  pass- 
ing through  his  office  at  Portsmouth,  to  be  about 
fifteen  dollars  and  a  half,  in  eleven  months,  from 
the  first  of  January,  1791 ;  a  sum  very  ineonsider^ 
able  indeed  compared  to  the  amount  of  postage  re- 
ceived for  letters  delivered  in  Portsmouth  during 
the  same  period. 

Mr.  Thatchbr. — I  feel,  myself,  sir^  a^  little  in* 
terested  in  the  present  question  as  it  is  possible  for 
the  gentleman  just  now  up,  from  New  Hampshire, 
[lir.  LrvEBMORB.]  Indeed,  I  have  no  other  inter- 
est in  this  matter  than  what  arises  horn  a  desire 
to  accommodate t the  greatest  number  of  people; 
and  so  far,  I  confess,  I  feel  interested ;  for  any  gen* 
oral  measure  that  does  not  effect  ^this,  gives  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  pain.  If  the  facts  that  have  been 
stated  be  true,  and  the  arguments  drawn  from 
them  in  support  of  the  amendment  be  conclusive^ 
I  certainly  should  be  interested  in  favor  of  it ;  be- 
cause it  must  immediately  affect  my  constituents. 
But,  sir,  the  &cte  are  not  true,  nor  the  reasoning 
just  Sir,  the  real  matter  in  dispute  between  Ports- 
mouth and  Bxeter  has  not  yet  been  understood : 
and  I  conceive  it  to  be  simply  this :  Shall  the  mail 
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from  Boston  arrive  at  Exeter  about  two  hours 
earlier,  on  the  same  day,  than  at  Portsmouth;  or 
shall  it  arrive  at  Portsmouth  first,  and  at  Exeter 
the  next  day,  or  within  six  or  seven  days  after? 
This,  sir,  is  the  real  question ;  for  whether  it  passes 
through  Exeter,  or  through  Hampton,  as  it  now 
does,  it  will  reach  Portsmouth  on  the  same  day  it 
leaves  Boston,  and  about  the  same  hour.  If  the 
hour  of  arrival  at  Portsmouth  be  fixed  at  eight 
o^clock  in  the  summer  time,  the  post  may  accom- 
plish the  route  through  Exeter  with  ease,  and  he 
will  do  no  more  if  he  passes  through  Hampton. 
This  brings  us  to  an  examination  of  the  reasons 
offered  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  which  go  alto- 
gether to  show  that  if  the  route  be  estM>Ii8hed 
fiirough  Exeter,  the  mail  will  not  arrive  at  Ports- 
mouth on  the  same  day  it  leaves  Boston,  and  con- 
sequently, the  merchants  at  that  place  will  be  in- 
jured ;  and  not  only  so,  but,  it  is  said,  the  Portland 
mail  will  be  delayed  another  day.  Did  I  believe 
there  was  the  least  shadow  of  reason  for  this  ap- 
prehension, I  should  be  the  first  for  agreeing  to 
the  amendment;  but,  sir,  it  is  all  a  pretence,  a 
whim,  invented  for  no  other  reason  than  to  pre- 
vent the  mail's  arriving  at  Exeter  before  it  does  at 
Portsmouth. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Livbrxorb]  has  said  the 
route  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  through  Exeter, 
is  about  five  miles  farther  than  through  Hampton. 
He  does  not  pretend  to  say  it  is  more.  I  verily 
believe  the  difference  is  not  more  than  three  miles, 
if  it  is  so  much  as  that ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  I  will  admit  there  is  the  difference  con- 
tended for  by  the  gentleman.  We  will  examine 
the  question  on  that  supposition,  and  see  if  there 
arises  a  probability  that  the  increased  distance 
will  prevent  the  arrival  of  the  mail  at  Portsmouth 
on  the  day  it  leaves  Boston.  It  seems  to  be  agreed, 
that  the  old  route  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth  is 
about  sixty-four  or  five  miles.  Now,  it  is  a  fact, 
that  prior  to  the  building  the  bridges  across  Mystic 
and  Beverly  rivers,  the  stage  passed  this  route  in 
a  day,  although  at  Beverly  ferry  it  was  detained 
from  thirty  to  fortv  minutes  where  it  now  passes 
in  two,  and  it  was  ooliged  to  go  round  by  the  town 
of  Mystic,  which  is  two  miles  farther  than  where 
it  now  crosses  on  the  bridge;  by  these  bridges, 
then,  wo  may  consider  five  miles  taken  off  the 
whole  distance — so  that,  admitting  the  objection 
of  the  addition  of  five  niiles,  as  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  have  it,  the  mail  may  now  pass  in  a  day, 
fi^m  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  through  Exeter,  with 
the  same  ease  and  certainty  that  it  did  before  the 
erection  of  these  bridges  through  Hampton  Falls, 
the  route  contemplated  by  the  amendment ;  and  I 
must  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  a  bridge  is 
about  to  be  thrown  across  Merrimack  river,  which 
will  considerably  add  to  the  facility  of  passing, 
and  may  well  be  counted  upon  as  a  further  deduction 
of  the  distance. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Litbhjiore,]  that  the  road  from 
Portsmouth  to  Newburyport  is  a  good  road.  I 
agree  with  him  in  this  point;  I  am  as  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  road  from  Portsmouth  to 
Newburyport  as  he  can  be ;  I  know  every  patch 


of  sand  or  rock  in  the  way  that  can  impede  a  car 
riage ;  but,  as  good  as  it  is,  I  presume  he  wOl 
acknowledge  there  is  more  sandy,  heavy  road  for 
wheel  carriages  in  this  part  of  the  line  than  ill 
the  rest  of  the  way  to  Boston ;  so  that  something 
ought  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  Exeter 
route,  because  it  avoids  this  sand.  *Tis  said  the 
road  through  Kensington  to  Exeter  is  blodced  op 
with  snow  in  the  winter  time-^granted  as  to  some 
particular  seasons ;  but  the  same  is  also  the  case 
as  to  Hampton  Road.  I  have  often  known  the 
Hampton  road  so  blocked  up  that  the  stage  could 
not  run  for  several  weeks.  This  was  the  case  list 
March;  and  I  was  then  informed  that  the  road 
through  Kensington  and  Exeter  was  passable  for 
the  stage  earlier  than  the  Hampton,  and  it  ought 
here  to  be  noted  there  is  a  causeway  near  half  a 
mile  in  length  in  Hampton,  over  which  the  pass- 
ing is  not  only  difficult  in  the  winter  time,  but 
very  dangerous  if  passable  at  all,  as  some  tides 
overflow  it  two  feet  and  more.  I  passed  it  last 
March  in  this  situation.  This  inconvenience  wOl 
be  avoided  by  passing  through  Exeter — and  bo 
part  of  that  route  is  so  bad  in  the  winter  time  as 
this  causeway.  I  have  heretofore  traveled  in  the 
winter  time  through  Kensington  and  Exeter,  on 
being  advised  it  was  the  best  road  of  the  two ;  and 
thouzh  there  was  much  snow  on  the  ground,  we 
found  no  difficulty  in  getting  along.  Hence,  sir, 
it  is  evident  to  me,  that  the  mail  may  ea^lj  be 
carried  from  Boston,  through  Exeter,  to  Ports- 
mouth, in  a  day ;  and  that  the  objection  founded 
on  the  increase  of  distance  is  a  mere  pretence, 
originating  in  an  unwillingness,  in  the  minds  of 
some  people,  that  the  mail  should  arrive  an  hour  or 
two  sooner  at  Exeter  than  Portsmouth. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Livermore]  has  said  it  is 
a  principle  of  the  bill  that  the  mail  shall  be  car- 
ried in  the  most  direct  road  from  place  to  place, 
and  that  it  will  be  a  deviation  from  this  principle 
to  go  through  Exeter.  This,  sir,  is  not  strictly 
true ;  no  such  principle  has  been  adhered  to  but 
in  a  qualified  sense,  and  it  has  been  departed  from 
whenever  it  would  accommodate  any  considerable 
number  of  people.  I  wish  here  to  remind  the 
House  of  Springfield,  in  Massachusetts,  and  Hid- 
dletown,  in  Connecticut ;  in  the  former  instance, 
the  direct  route  from  Worcester  to  Hartford  is  not 
through  Springfield,  but  a  deviation  of  near  ten 
miles  is  made  to  accommodate  that  town  ;  and  in 
passing  from  Hartford  to  New  Haven,  a  deviation 
of  four  or  five  miles  (if  I  am  mistaken,  gentlemen 
from  that  State  will  correct  me)  is  made  for  the 
purpose  of  accommodating  the  town  of  Middle- 
town.  Many  other  instances  of  this  nature  might 
be  adduced,  and  why  shall  not  a  small  deviation  be 
now  made  in  favor  of  Exeter,  especially  since  no  in- 
convenience will  result  therefirom  to  Portsmouth  f 
I  can  see  no  reason. 

In  order  to  convince  this  House  that  the  mail, 
in  passing  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  ought  not 
to  be  carried  through  Exeter,  the  gentleman  has 
read  a  letter  from  the  postmaster  at  Portsmouth, 
stating  the  number  of  letters  that  pass  in  a  year, 
by  a  cross-post,  from  Portsmouth  to  Exeter ;  by 
which  it  appears  the  number  indeed  is  very  small 
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Hence  he  would  draw  an  argument  that  the  busi- 
Bess  between  Boston  and  Exeter  is  trifling,  and 
not  of  consequence  enough  to  justify  so  small  a 
deviation  in  the  mail  line  of  three  or  four,  or,  as 
the  gentleman  contends,  of  five  miles.  Bat  this  is 
strange  logic,  and  a  very  different  conclusion  re- 
mits in  my  mind  from  the  contents  of  the  letter. 
The  letter  may  be  eyidenoe  how  little  business  is 
carried  on  between  Portsmouth  and  Exeter,  and 
that  consequently  there  is  no  real  need  of  a  post 
between  these  two  places ;  but  it  does  not  contain 
the  shadow  of  evidence  that  there  is  no  commer- 
cial business  between  Boston  and  other  places  in 
Massachusetts  and  Exeter.  If  a  gentleman  in 
those  places  wished  to  write  to  Exeter,  he  would 
acTer  think  of  patting  his  letter  into  the  Ports- 
mouth mail  He  must  know  that  it  is  liable  to 
Ee  six  days  in  the  post  office  at  Portsmouth,  and 
perhaps  longer,  while  various  opportunities,  by  a 
priTate  conveyance,  would  present  within  that 
time. 

I  have  hitherto  admitted  the  additional  distance, 
by  going  through  Exeter,  to  be  five  miles ;  but, 
air,  since  the  mail  stage  passes  Merrimack  river, 
about  four  miles  above  the  old  ferry,  (the  gentle- 
men of  the  House  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the 
country  know  the  places  I  refer  to,)  I  cannot  agree 
that  this  additional  distance  will  be  more  than 
&ree  miles,  if  so  much.  But,  however  this  may 
be,  I  trust  I  have  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
House  tha^  whether  it  be  five  or  three,  it  cannot 
produce  any  inconvenience  to  Portsmouth,  but 
must  be  highly  beneficial  to  Exeter. 

There  is  another  consideration,  sir,  that  ought 
to  have  some  weight  in  deciding  this  question, 
which  I  will  mention,  and  say  no  more.  It  is  this : 
A  letter  that  goes  from  Boston  to  Exeter,  through 
Portsmouth,  will  stand  charged  twenty-five  per 
cent  more  than  if  the  mail  was  carri^l  directl  v 
from  Boston  to  Exeter ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  postage  of  a  letter  fit>m  Boston  to  Portsmouth 
is  the  same,  whether  the  mail  passes^  through 
Hampton  or  Exeter,  because,  in  both  of  these 
rout^  the  distance  fix>m  Boston  to  Portsmouth  is 
Bore  than  sixty  miles,  and  short  of  the  next  grade 
of  postage.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  I  hope  the 
House  will  disagree  to  the  amendment 

Mr.  Smits  (N.  H.)  observed,  that  he  was  sorry 
(o  find  his  colleagues  differing  in  opinion  on  the 
subject  under  consideration.  He  had  no  prejudice 
in  favor  of  one  of  the  towns  (Portsmouth  and 
£xeter)  above  the  other.  He  only  wished  the 
bill  might  establish  that  route  which  would  best 
accommodate  the  State  at  large.  He  conceived, 
when  the  situation  of  New  Hampshire  was  con- 
sidered, it  would  be  evident  that  the  bill  as  passed 
by  the  House  was  better  calculated  to  answer  this 
porpose,  than  it  would  in  case  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senate  should  be  adopted.  He 
'^marked,  that  the  trade  of  the  greater  part  of  that 
State  had  been,  and  probably  would  continue  to 
be,  with  Boston ;  that,  if  the  general  line  of  the 
post  road  should  be  established  through  Exeter,  it 
would  be,  to  the  people  in  the  interior  part  of 
^ew  Hampshire,  a  saving  of  at  least  twenty-five 
Biiles  in  the  distance  between  them  and  Boston ; ' 


that  the  trade  of  Exeter,  though  within  fifteen 
miles  of  Portsmouth,  was  principally  with  Boston ; 
that,  if  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
should  be  adopted,  they  would  be  deprived  of  any 
benefit  f^om  the  establishment  of  post  roads ;  that 
the  route  would  be  so  circuitous,  that  the  people 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  State  would  probably 
in  future,  as  they  had  in  times  past,  send  their  let- 
ters to  Boston,  and  to  the  Southward,  by  private 
conveyance  rather  than  by  post  It  was  easy  to 
see  that  the  reveiiue,  by  this  means,  would  be  in- 
jured ;  that  this  circumstance  would  serve  to  ac- 
count for  the  statement  read  from  the  postmaster 
at  Portsmouth,  of  the  small  number  of  letters  sent 
from  his  office  to  Exeter.  It  was  his  opinion,  that 
the  revenue  would  be  greatly  increased  by  taking 
Exeter  into  the  main  post  road ;  and  that  a  con- 
tract for  canying  the  mail  from  Portsmouth  to 
Boston  might,  in  that  case,  be  obtained  for  as 
small  a  sum  as  by  the  road  now  used.  He  could 
not  see  how  this  would  injure  Portsmouth,  though 
it  might  not  prove  advantageous  to  the  Postmaster 
at  that  places.  How  hr  the  House  might  think  it 
their  duty  to  consult  the  particular  interest  of  that 
officer,  he  would  not  pretend  to  say.  He  had 
reason  to  believe  (though  he  could  not  speak  alto- 
gether from  his  own  knowledge)  that  the  account 
given  of  the  road  by  one  of  his  colleagues,  and  the 
genUeman  from  Massachusetts,  was  a  just  one. 
Upon  the  whole,  considering  the  amendments  as 
not  calculated  to  promote  the  advantage  of  the 
State  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  he  should  vote 
against  it. 


FamAT,  February  8. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  £nate  recede  fh>m  their  amendments, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  to  establish 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States,  and  do  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  House  to  their  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

THE  COD  FISHERIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CJommittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled,  ^*An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Bank  and  other  God-Fisheries,  and  for  the  regula- 
tion and  government  of  the  fishermen  employed 
therein." 

The  first  section  being  read  as  follows : 

"Be  U  enaetedy  Ac,  That  the  bounty,  now  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  dried  fiah  of  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States,  shall  cease  on  all  dried  fish  exported 
after  the  tenth  day  of  June  next ;  and  in  lieu  thereof, 
and  for  the  more  immediate  encouragement  of  the  said 
fisheries,  there  shall  be  afterwards  paid,  ou  the  last  day 
of  December  annually,  to  the  owner  of  every  vessel,  or 
his  affont,  by  the  collector  of  the  district  where  such 
vessel  may  belong,  that  shall  be  qualified  agreeably  to 
law,  for  carrving  on  the  Bank  and  other  Cod-Fisheries, 
and  that  shall  actually  have  been  employed  therein  at 
sea,  for  the  term  of  four  months  at  least,  of  the  fishing 
season  next  preceding  (which  season  is  accounted  to  be 
from  the  last  day  of  February,  to  the  last  day  of  No- 
vember in  every  year)  for  each  and  every  ton  of  such 
vesael's  burden,  according  to  her  admeasurement,  as 
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liceDsed  or  enrolled;  if  of  twoatT  tons  and  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  tone,  one  and  a  half  dollars,  and  if  above  thirty 
tona,  two  and  a  half  dollars,  of  which  bounty  three 
eighth  parts  shall  accrue  and  belong  to  the  owner  of  such 
fiuiing  yessel,  and  the  other  five  eighths  thereof  shall 
be  divided  by  him,  his  agent  or  lawful  representative, 
to  and  among  the  several  fishermen  who  shall  have  been 
employed  in  such  vessel,  during  the  season  aforesaid,  or 
a  part  thereof^  as  the  ease  may  be,  in  sudi  proportions 
as  the  fish  they  shall  respectivelv  have  takep  may  bear 
to  the  whole  quantity  of  fish  taken  on  board  sndi  vee- 
ael  daring  such  season.  Provided,  That  the  bounty,  to 
be  allowed  and  paid  on  any  vessel  for  one  season,  shall 
not  ezoaed  one  hundred  and  seventy  doUarab*' 

Mr.  Giles  expressed  some  doubt  respecting  the 
principle  of  the  bill ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting the  sense  of  the  Oonunittee  on .  the  subiect, 
he  thought  the  most  effectual  means  would  be  a 
notion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  whole 
section.    He  accordingly  made  the  motion,  observ- 
ing at  the  same  time,  that  he  could  not  positively 
assert^  whether  the  reasons  which  determined  him 
against  the  principle  of  the  bill,  were.WeU  found- 
ed or  not ;  that,  in  matters  where  a  local  prefer- 
ence is  given,  it  is  necessary  to  accommodate ;  and 
he  would  be  happy  if  his  ol^ections  could  be  re- 
moved.   The  present  section  of  the  bill  appears 
to  contain  a  direct  bounty  on  occupations ;  and  if 
that  be  its  object,  it  is  the  first  attempt  as  yet  made 
by  this  Qovemment  to  exercise  such  authority ; 
and  its  constitutionality  struck  him  in  a  doubtful 
point  of  view ;  for  in  no  part  of  tlie  Constitution 
could  he,  in  express  terms,  find  a  power  given  to 
Congress  to  grant  bounties  on  occupations:    the 
power  is  neither   directly  granted,  nor   (by  any 
reasonable  construction  that  he  could  give)  an- 
nexed to  any  other  power  specified  in  the  Consti- 
tution.   It  might  perhaps  be  brought  in  under  a 
mode  of  construction  already  adopted  by  the  House, 
viz:  that  of  "  ways  and  ends'*  b^  which  any  power 
whatever  might  be  equally  imphed ;  but  he  wished 
ever  to  see  some  connection  between  a  specified 
power,  and  the  means  adopted  for  carrying  it  into 
execution.    There  is  a  great  difierence  between 
giving  encouragement,  and  granting  a  direct  boun- 
tf.    Congress  have  a  right  to  regulate  commerce ; 
and  any  advantage  thereoy  resulting  to  a  particu- 
lar occupation  connected  with  commerce,  comes 
within  that  authority ;  but  when  a  bounty  is  pro- 
po|8ed  to  a  particular  employment  or  occupation, 
this  is  stepping  beyond  the  circle  of  commerce ; 
and  such  a  measure  will  affect  the  whole  manu- 
frcturing  and  agricultural  system.    In  all  cases, 
therevenuci  to  be  employed  in  this  bounty,  is 
drawn  from  all  the  sources  of  revenue  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  confined  to  a  particular  object     He 
was  averse  to  bounties  in  almost  every  shape,  as 
derogations  fix>m  the  common  right ;  and  he  thought 
there  would  be  no  great  diiBculty  in  proving,  that 
a  Qovemment  is  both  unjust  and  oppressive  in 
establishing    exclusive    rights,    monopolies,    &c., 
without  some  very  substantial  merit  in  the  persons 
to  whom  they  are  granted ;  although  even  in  that 
case,  the  propriety  of  such  grants  is  still  question- 
able.   Under  a  just  and  equal  Government,  every 
individual  is  entitled  to  protection  in  the  enjoy- 


ment of  the  whole  product  of  his  Jabor,  except 
such  portion  of  it  as  is  necessary  to  enablo  Govern- 
ment to  protect  the  rest ;  this  is  given  oolj  in  coa- 
sideration  of  the  protection    offered.     In  every 
bounty,  exclusive  right,  or  monopoly,  CtorcmBieDt 
violates  the  stipulation  on  her  part ;  for,  bj  taett  a 
regulation,  the  product  of  one  man's  labor  ia  trans- 
ferred to  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  another.    The 
exercise  of  such  a  right  on  the  part  of  Geremnieni 
can  be  iustified  on  no  other  principle^  than  that 
the  whole  product  of  the  labor  of  every  indtvidoal 
is  the  real  propertv  of  Government,  Mid  may  be 
distributed  among  the  several  parts  oi  the  commu- 
nity by  governmental  discretion ;  such  a  supposi- 
tion would  directly  involve  the  Idea,  that  eveiy 
individual  in  the  community  is  merriy  a  slave  and 
b<mdman  to  Government,  who,  although  he  may 
labor,  is  not  to  expect  protection  in  the  prodnct  A 
his  labor.    An  authority  given  to  any  Govenuaent 
to  exercise  such  a  principle,  would  lead  lo  a  com- 
plete system  of  tyranny. 

.  He   entertained   fewer   doubts^  rtspttdag  the 
principle,  as  it  regards  political  economy.    All  oc- 
cupations that  stand  in  need  of  bountieSy  instead 
of  increasing  the  real  wealth  of  a  country ,  ralher 
tend  to  lessen  it ;  the  real  wealth  of  every  ooantiy 
consisting  in  the  active  product  of  useful  labor 
employed  in  it    It  is  therefore  bad  poliGj  to  encou- 
rage any  occupation  that  would  diminnh,  instead 
of  increasing  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  if  an  occupation  is  really  productive, 
and  augments  the  general  wealth,  bountieB  are 
unnecessary  for  its  support;  for  when  it  rrimbmrses 
the  capital  employed,  and  jrields  a  profit  besides, 
it  may  be  said  to  support  itselC    When  it  fisils  in 
these  points,  any  fon^  advantage  thai  is  given  to 
it  by  the  Gbvemment,  only  tends  to  decrease  the 
wealth  of  the  country.    The   subject,  however^ 
might  be  considered  in  a  more  favorable  point  of 
view :  and  that  is,  whether  the  provision  be  essen- 
tial to  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  and  whe- 
ther the  bounties  proposed  in  the  biO  were  naore 
than  equivalent  to  the  portion  of  defence  that 
would  be  procured  by  them.     The  bOl  does  not 
(in  his  opinion)  contain  that  kind  of  encourage- 
ment, which  is  essential  to  the  national  defence^ 
Any  man  who  takes  a  view  of  this  country,  must 
be  convinced,  that  its  real  support  rises  fiwi  the 
land,  and  not  from  the  sea ;  and  the  opposite  mis- 
take must  have  arisen  merely  from  a  servile  imi- 
tation of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain :  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  country  heretofore  thought  &vorably 
of  her  Government,  and  the  Revolution  has  not  yet 
altered  their  former  idess  respecting  it    But  the 
circumstances  of  the  two  countries  will,  on  exami* 
nation,  be  found  widely  different;  Britain,  sor^ 
rounded  by  the  sea  on  every  side,  finds  a  navy 
necessary  to  support  her  oommeroe ;  whilst  Ame- 
rica, possessed  of  an  immense  territory,  and  hav- 
ing yet  ample  room  to  cultivate  that  temtory,  has 
no  occasion  to  contend  by  sea  with  any  European 
power ;  her  strength  and  her  resouroes  are  all  to 
be  found  within  the  United  States ;  and  if  she  but 
attends  to  her  internal  resources,  the  object  of  na- 
tional defence  will  be  much  better  answered. 
Mr.  G.  next  proceeded  to  consider  whether  thai 
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portion  of  the  national  defence  which  might  he 
oeriTed  from  the  fiBherieSi  would  not  he  parchased 
at  too  hiffh  a  |nriee.  Although  the  apparent  in- 
tention of  the  hill  is  only  to  convert  tne  present 
ejdstiBg  drawhacks  into  a  hountj;  yet  the  draw- 
hacks  heing  allowed  only  to  the  actual  exportation 
of  the  fiah,  and  the  hounty  heing  granted  on  the 
tonna^  of  the  flshing  Tessels,  tiiere  can  he  no  com-' 
paratiye  valne  hetween  the  drawhack  and  the 
bounty}  they  have  no  necessary  relation  to  each 
other,  and  tlie  latter  may  exceed  the  former,  or  the 
former  exceed  -the  latter.  He  had  made  a  calcu- 
lation, and  upon  the  most  farorahle  principles, 
grounded  on  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaary  and  the  Seeretacry  of  State.  Here  he 
prodneeda  calculation,  tending  to  show  that  the  pro- 
posed bounty  on  the  tonnage  of  the  fishing  yessels, 
would  oonsiderahly  exceed  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
eent  drawbacks.  From  a  comparison  between  the 
bounty,  and  the  number  of  sailors  employed  in  the 
ftshenea,  he  showed  what  an  expense  each  man 
would  be  to  the  United  States;  and,  after  other 
remarks,  obeenred,  that  even  Great  Britain,  whose 
whole  national  anpnort  and  defence  depends  on 
her  navy,  had  found,  that  the  men  employed  in 
the  fisheries,  thoueh  so  necessary  for  that  defence, 
cost  her  too  much;  that  America,  whose  conse- 
quence as  a  nation,  does  not  depend  on  a  navy, 
ought  to  take  a  lesson  from  the  experience  of  Bri- 
tain :  that  he  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  a  compe- 
tition with  Britain  and  France,  in  supplying  the 
different  markets  with  fish ;  that,  as  those  nations 
are  able  to  hold  out  greater  encouragement  to  their 
fishermen,  than  we  can  to  ours,  we  would,  by  such 
a  competition,  only  exhaust  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  to  no  purpose ;  and  upon  this  prin- 
ciple alone,  he  thought  there  was  some  reason  to 
doubt  the  nolicy  of  the  measure  proposed  in  the 
section  unuer  consideration,  which  therefore  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  agree  to  strike  out, 
unless  his  objeotions  could  be  obviated. 

Mr.  MuftiiAT  observed,  that  in  order  to  demon- 
strate the  pronriet^  of  the  measure,  it  would  be 
ineumbent  on  toe  friends  of  the  bill,  first,  to  prove 
that  the  fishery  trade  is  in  a  state  of  decay,  that 
the  stock  employed  in  it  does  not  yield  the  ordi- 
nary profits,  so  as  to  justify  the  merchants  in  em- 
harking  their  capital  m  this  branch  of  trade :  that 
there  is  a  system  of  defence  in  contemplation, 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  country  call  for, 
and  which  this  trade  is  calculated  to  furnish ;  that 
other  bnmches  of  trade,  which  do  not  stand  in  need 
of  encouragement,  are  not  equally  capable  of  fur- 
nishing seamen  for  the  purpose :  that  this  particu- 
lar object  so  peculiarly  claims  the  attention  and 
eDcoaragement  of  the  United  States,  as  to  leave 
iSur  behind  every  consideration  of  the  manufaotui^ 
ing  interest,  thc'Sgrioultural,  &c.  All  this  he 
thought  necessaiy  for  gentlemen  to-  prove,  and  to 
show  some  very  strong  necessity  for  encouraging 
one  particular  class  of  men,  in  preference  to  all 
others. 

Mr.  Ckx>ODHUB. — ^It  happens  that  the  fisheries  of 
the  United  States  are  almost  entirely  confined  to 
the  State  of  Massachusetts;  and  they  furnish  a 
considerable,  a  principal  portion  of  our  export  trade. 


As  we  are  a  part  of  the  United  States,  the  United 
States  in  general  are  interested  in  the  prosperitj 
of  that  branch  of  business,  so  far  at  least  as  it 
contributes  to  the  national  defence :  it  furnishes  a 
copious  nursery  of  hardy  seamen,  and  offers  a 
never-failing  source  of  protection  to  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  If  we  engage  in  a  war  with 
any  European  Power,  those  seamen  will  be  exclu- 
ded firom  their  ordinary  employment,  and  must 
have  recourse  to  privateering.  During  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  we  annoyed  the  eticmy 
more  in  that  line  than  all  others ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  privateering,  it  would  often  have  been 
impossible  to  keep  together  our  armies,  who  fre- 
quently In  the  hour  of  need,  were  supplied  by  the 
privateers  with  ammunition  and  clothing,  of  which 
they  were  wholly  destitute.  All  that  we  wish  to 
obtain  by  this  hill  is,  that  we  may  not  be  burdened 
with  duties.  An  opinion  has  oeen  entertained, 
that  no  drawhacks  ouffht  to  be  allowed  on  the  re- 
exportation of  articles  imported  from  foreign  conn- 
tries;  but  if  this  opinion  were  to  obtain  In  prac- 
tice, and  no  drawbacks  were  to  be  admitted,  we 
must  confine  our  importation  to  articles  for  our 
own  consumption.  Tne  drawback,  allowed  by  the 
existing  law,  on  the  exportation  of  salt  fish,  was 
calculated  to  be  only  equal  to  the  duty  beforehand 
paid  on  the  quantity  of  salt  used  in  curing  the  fish ; 
but  the  fishermen  complain  that,  as  the  act  now 
stands,  they  are  wholly  excluded  from  any  partici- 
pation in  the  benefit,  which  centres  entirely  in  the 
coffers  of  the  merchants.  The  object  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  is,  only  to  repay  the  same  money  into  the 
hands  of  those  persons  who  are  immediately  con- 
cerned in  catching  the  fish ;  and  there  can  no  rea- 
sonable objection  be  made  to  such  a'  transfer  of 
the  drawback,  as  Government  will  not  lose  a  sin- 
gle dollar  by  the  change.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Giles]  talks  of  the  unconstitutional- 
ity of  granting  bounties ;  but  no  bounty  is  required. 
We  only  ask,  in  another  mode,  the  usual  draw- 
back for  the  salt  used  on  the  fish.  If  we  can  make 
it  appear  that  the  bill  does  not  contemplate  any 
greater  sums  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  tlum 
are  already  allowed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  fur- 
ther opposition  will  be  made  to  the  measure :  and 
that  this  is  really  the  case,  can  be  proved  by  docu- 
ments from  the  Treasury  office.  Here  he  read  a 
statement  and  calculation  to  prove  his  assertion ; 
and  to  show  that  the  United  States  will  probably 
pay  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  less  in  the 
proposed  bounties  on  the  tonnase  of  the  fishing 
vessels,  than  they  would  in  the  drawbacks  on  the 
exportation  of  tne  fish.  The  fishermen,  he  con- 
tinued, are  now  under  no  control ;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  this  want  of  a  proper  restraint,  they 
often  take  whims  into  their  heads  and  quit  the 
vessels  during  the  fishing  season.  To  prevent  the 
inconveniences  of  this  practice,  the  bill  contem- 
plates their  exclusion  fh)m  the  bounty,  unless  they 
enter  into  such  contracts  and  regulations,  as  may 
be  found  necessary  for  the  proper  and  successful 
conducting  of  the  business,  which,  from  our  advan- 
tageous situation  would  be  entirely  in  our  hands, 
if  we  did  not  meet  with  such  opposition  and  dis- 
couragement from  foreign  nations,  whose  bounties 
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to  their  own  fishermen,  together  with  the  duties 
laid  upon  our  fish,  would,  to  persons  less  advanta- 
geousfy  situated  than  us,  amount  almost  to  a  total 
prohibition. 

In  the  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  a 
drawback  is  contemplated  of  the  duties  on  all  fo- 
reign articles,  used  07  the  seamen  employed  in  the 
fishing  trade,  such  as  cofiee,  rum,  &c.  j  but  we  ask 
it  on  me  salt  alone ;  nor  is  it  asked  as  a  bounty, 
but  merely  as  a  transfer  from  the  hand  of  the  mer- 
chant to  tnat  of  the  fishermen. 

Mr.  White  had  no  objection  to  give 'the  trade 
a  proper  degree  of  encouragement ;  but  ho  did  not 
relish  the  idea  of  granting  bounties :  if  any  gentle- 
man would  prepare  an  amendment,  so  as  to  make 
them  drawbacks  in  fact,  as  well  as  in  words,  he 
would  consent  to  the  measm^e. 

Mr.  Ames,  after  some  introductory  observations, 
adverted  to  the  necessity  of  fizinff  some  point  in 
which  both  sides  would  agree.  Disputes,  he  said, 
oould  not  be  terminated— or,  more  properly,  the^ 
could  not  be  managed  at  all,  if  some  first  princi- 
ples were  not  conceded.  The  parties  would  want 
weapons  for  the  controversy. 

Law  is  in  some  countries  the  yoke  of  Govern- 
ment, which  bends  or  breaks  the  necks  of  the  peo- 
ple; but,  thank  Heaven,  in  this  country,  it  is  a 
man's  shield — ^his  coat  of  mail — ^bis  castle  of  safety. 
It  is  more  than  his  defence :  it  is  his  weapon  to 
punish  those  who  invade  his  rights — it  is  the  in- 
strument which  assists — ^it  is  the  price  that  rewards 
his  industry. 

If  I  say  that  fishermen  have*  equal  rights  with 
other  men,  every  gentleman  feels  in  his  own  bosom 
a  principle  of  assent.  If  I  say  that  no  man  shall 
pay  a  tax  on  sending  his  property  out  of  the  coun- 
try, the  Constitution  will  confirm  it ;  for  the  Con- 
stitution says,  no  duty  shall  he  laid  on  exports.  If 
I  say,  that  on  exporting  dried  fish,  the  exporter  is 
entitled  to  drawback  the  duty  paid  on  the  salt,  I 
say  no  more  than  the  law  of  the  land  has  con- 
fizined.  Plain  and  short  as  these  principles  are, 
they  include  the  whole  controversy.  For  I  con- 
sider the  law  allowing  the  drawback  as  the  right 
of  the  fishery ;  the  defects  of  that  law  as  the  wrong 
sufiered,  and  the  bill  before  us  as  the  remedy.  The 
defects  of  the  law  are  many  and  grievous.  Sup- 
posing 340,000  quintals  exported — 

-  $42,744 
•     84,000 


The  salt  doty  is     - 
The  drawback  is  only 


8,744 


Loss  to  the  fishery        -        - 
Whereas  Government  pays  $46,900,  at  18^ 
cents,  including  charges,  which  are  8^  cents 
on  a  quintsl :  which  is  beyond  what  the 

fishery  receives. 11,900 

Being  fa  clear  loss  to  the  Oovemment 

of -      3,156 

So  that  though  the  whole  is  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fishery,  about  one-fourth  of  what  is 
paid  is  not  so  applied ;  there  is  a  heavy  loss  both 
to  Government  and  the  fishery.  Even  what  is 
paid  on  the  export  is  nearly  lost  money ;  the  bounty 
is  not  paid  tiU  the  exportation,  nor  then,  till  six 
months  have  elapsed ;  whereas  the  duty  on  salt  is 


paid  before  the  fish  is  taken :  it  is  paid  to  the  ex- 
porter, not  to  the  fisherman.    The  bounty  is  so 
indirect,  that  the  poor  fisherman  loses  sight  of  it. 
It  is  paid  to  such  persons,  in  such  places,  and  st 
such  periods,  as  to  disappoint  its  good  effects; 
passing  through  so  many  handa,  and  pavingso 
many  profits  to  each,  it  is  almost  absorbed.    The 
encouragement^  too,  is  ereatest  in  suooessliil  years, 
when  least  needed  \  and  is  least  in  bad  fishing  sea- 
sons, when  it  is  most  needed.    It  is  a  very  per- 
plexed, embarrassing  regulation  to  the  offioov  of 
Government  and  to  the  exporter ;  henoe  the  great 
charge :  and,  with  all  this  charge  and  trouUe,  it 
is  liiu)le  to  many  frauds.    Four  hundred  miles  of 
coast,  little  towns^  no  officer.    All  these  defects 
the  bill  remedies ;  and,  besides,  gives  the  money 
on  condition  that  certain  regulations  are  submittra 
to,  which  are  worth  almost  as  much  as  tihe  money. 

The  bill  is  defended  on  three  grounds.  First, 
it  will  promote  the  national  wealth;  seoond,  the 
national  safety ;  third,  justioe  requires  it :  the  last 
is  fuUy  relied  on. 

To  show  that  the  fishery  will  increase  the  wealth 
of  the  nation,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  m^ition  its 
great  value.  The  export  berore  the  war  brought 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars  into  this  oountry ; 
probably  it  is  not  less  at  present,  and  ao  8m«]l 
part  in  ffold  and  silver.  It  is  computed  that  thirty 
thousand  persons,  including  four  thousand  seamen, 
subsist  by  it  Many  say,  very  oomposedlj,  if  it 
will  not  maintain  itself,  let  it  fall;  But  we  should 
not  only  lose  the  annual  million  of  dollars  which 
it  briuffs  us,  an  immense  capital  would  be  lost. 
The  fiuiing  towns  are  built  on  the  naked  ro^s, 
or  barren  sands,  on  the  side  of  the  sea.  Those 
^ots,  however,  where  trade  would  sick^i  and 
die — which  husbandry  scorns  to  till— and  which 
Nature  seems  to  have  devoted  to  eternal  barren- 
ness, are  selected  by  industry  to  work  miraolee  on. 
Houses,  stores,  and  wharves,  are  erected,  and  a 
vast  property  created,  all  depending  on  this  busi- 
ness. Before  you  think  it  a  light  think  to  consign 
them  to  ruin,  see  if  you  can  compute  what  they 
oost ;  if  they  outrun  your  figures,  tnen  confess  that 
it  would  be  bad  economy,  as  well  as  bad  policy, 
to  sufier  rival  nations  to  ruin  our  fishery.  The 
regulations  of  foreign  nations  tend  to  bring  this 
rum  about.  France  and  England  equallj  endea- 
vor, in  the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
mount  their  marine  on  the  destruction  of  our 
fishery.  The  fishers  at  Newfoundland  are  allowed 
liberal  bounties  by  the  English  Government ;  and, 
in  the  French  West  Indi^,  we  meet  bounties  on 
their  fish  and  duties  on  our  own,  and  these  amount 
to  the  price  of  the  fish.  From  the  English  islands 
we  are  quite  shut  out ;  yet  such  is  the  force  of  our 
natural  advantages,  that  we  have  not  yielded  to 
these  rivals.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  made 
these  statements  in  his  Report 

Hie  more  fish  we  catch  the  cheaper :  the  En- 
glish fish  will  need  a  greater  bounty :  whereas  if 
wc  should  yield,  the  English  would  probably  need 
no  bounty  at  all;  they  would  have  tne  monopoly. 
For  example ;  suppose  the  English  can  fish  at  two 
dollars  the  quintal — we  catch  so  much  that  we 
sell  at  one  dollar  and  two-thirds :  the  loas  to  them 
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u  one-thiid  of  a  dollar  on  each  qointal.  They 
most  have  that  sum  as  a  bounty.  Whereas,  if,  we 
increase  our  fishery,  a  ^^reater  and  a  greater  bounty 
is  needed  by  foreign  nations.  The  contest  so  pain- 
liilly  sustained  by  them  must  be  yielded  at  last, 
and  we  shall  enjoy  alone  an  immense  fund  of 
wealth  to  the  nation,  which  Nature  has  made 
ours;  and  though  foreigners  disturb  the  posses- 
Bon,  we  shall  &]ally  enjoy  it  peaceably  and  ex- 
elosively.  If  the  lands  of  Kentucky  are  invaded, 
yoa  drive  off  the  invader;  and  so  you  ought  Why 
not  protect  this  property  as  well  ?  These  opinions 
are  supported  by  no  common  authority.  The  State 
of  MasiBachnsetts  having  represented  the  discou- 
ragemeots  of  the  fishery,  the  subject  has  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  he  con- 
firau  the  facts  stated  in  the  petition ;  he  says  it  is 
too  poor  a  boainesa  to  pay  anything  to  Govern- 
ment. 

Yet,  instead  of  asking  bounties,  or  a  remission 
of  the  duties  on  the  articles  consumed,  we  ask 
nothing  but  to  give  na  our  own  money  back,  which 
pa  received  under  an  engagement  to  pay  it  back, 
in  case  the  article  should  be  exported.  If  nothing 
was  in  view,  therefore,  but  to  promote  national 
wealth,  it  seems  plain  that  this  branch  ought  to  be 
protected  and  preserved :  because,  under  all  the  dis- 
couragements it  suffers,  it  increases,  and  every  year 
more  and  more  enriches  the  country,  and  promises 
to  become  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  wealth. 

Another  view  lias  been  taken  of  the  subject, 
which  is  drawn  from  the  naval  protection  afford- 
ed, in  time  of  war,  by  a  fishery.  Our  coasting  and 
foreign  trade  are  increasing  rapidly ;  but  the  richer 
oar  trade  becomes,  the  better  prize  to  the  enemy : 
80  far  from  protecting  U8«  it  would  be  the  very 
thing  that  would  tempt  him  to  go  to  war  with  us. 
As  the  rice  and  the  tobacco  planter  cheerfully  pay 
for  armies,  and  turn  out  in  the  militia  to  protect 
their  property  on  shore,  they  cannot  be  so  much 
deceived  as  to  Mosh  to  have  it  left  unprotected 
when  it  is  afloat;  especially  when  it  is  known 
that  this  protection,  though  more  effectual  than 
the  whole  revenue  expended  on  a  navy  could  pro- 
cnre,  will  not  cost  a  farthing ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
will  enrich  while  it  protects  the  nation.  The 
eoasters  and  other  seamen,  in  the  event  of  a  war, 
would  be  doubly  in  .demand,  and  could  neitJier 
protect  themselves  nor  annoy  the  enemy  to  any 
considerable  degree;  but  the  .fishermen  thrown 
out  of  business  by  a  war,  would  be  instantly  in 
auction.  They  would,  as  they  formerly  did,  em- 
hark  in  privateers;  having  nothing  to  lose,  and 
everything  to  hope,  they  would  not  dishonor  their 
former  fame.  Their  mode  of  life  makes  them 
expert  and  hardy  seamen.  Nothing  can  be  more 
adventoroos.  They  cast  anchor  on  the  banks, 
three  hundred  leagues  from  land,  and  with  a  great 
length  of  cable  ride  out  the  storms  of  winter.  If 
the  gale  proves  too  strong  they  often  sink  at  their 
anchors,  and  are  food  for  fish  which  they  came  to 
tike:  forever  wet,  the  sea  almost  becomes  their 
ekment.  Cold  and  labor,  in  that  region  of  frost, 
hrace  their  bodies,  and  they  become  as  hardy  as 
the  bears  on  the  islands  of  ice:  their  skill  and 
spirit  are  not  inferior:  familiar  with  danger,  they 


despise  iL  If  I  were  to  recite  their  exploits,  the 
theme  would  find  every  American  heart  already 
glowing  with  the  recollection  of  them ;  it  would 
kindle  more  enthusiasm  than  the  subject  has  need 
of.  My  view  is  only  to  appeal  to  &ct8,  to  evince 
the  importance  of  the  fishery  as  a  means  of  naval 
protection.  It  is  proper  to  pass  over  Bunker's  Hill, 
thouj^  memorable  by  the  valor  of  a  regiment  of 
fishermen ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  mention,  further, 
that  five  hundred  fishermen  fought  at  Trenton. 

It  is  known,  that  the  privateers  manned  by  fish- 
ermen, in  want  of  everything,  not  excepting  arms, 
which  they  depended  on  taking  from  their  ene- 
mies, brought  into  port  warlike  stores  of  every 
kind,  as  well  as  every  kind  of  merchandise  suffi- 
cient for  the  army  and  the  country :  the  war  could 
not  have  been  carried  on  without  them.  Among 
other  exploits  almost  beyond  belief,  one  instance 
is  worth  relating:  these  people, in  a  privateer  of 
sixteen  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  one 
cruise,  took  more  than  twenty  ships,  with  upwardn 
of  two  hundred  guns,  and  nearly  four  hundred 
men.  The  privateers  from  a  single  district  of 
Massachusetts,  where  the  fishery  is  chiefly  seated, 
took'  more  than  two  thousand  vessels,  being  one- 
third  of  the  British  merchant  vessels,  and  brought 
in  near  one  thousand  two  hundred.  An  hundred 
sail  of  privateers,  manned  ^by  fishermen,  would 
scour  every  sea  in  case  of  a  war. 

Some  gentlemen  think  of  a  navy:  bnt  what 
navy  could  do  more?  What  nation  would  pro- 
voke a  people  so  capable  of  injuring  them  ?  Could 
fifty  ships  of  the  line  afford  more  security?  and 
yet  this  resource  of  the  fishery,  alwavs  ready,  al- 
ways sufficient,  will  cost  nothing.  l*he  superior 
naval  force  of  our  foes  should  not  discourage  us ; 
our  privateers  would  issue  like  so  many  swordfish 
to  attack  the  whale.  I  leave  these  observations  to 
their  weight,  and  forbear  to  press  them  further; 
strong  as  I  think  them,  I  rest  my  support  of  the 
bill  on  another  ground.  I  will  only  ask  whether 
you  will  oppres€(^  if  you  will  not  encourage  them  t 
Whether,  if  you  will  not  give  them  the  money  of 
the  public,  you  will  partially  seize  their  own? 
This  is  all  they  ask.  If  your  policy  demands  for 
them  so  much,  will  your  justice  deny  them  so 
litUe? 

I  have  repeatedly  asserted  that  the  bill  will  not 
cost  the  public  a  farthing;  you  only  take  the  money 
which  the  fishery  brings  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
salt  duty,  and  pay  the  same,  or  a  less  sum,  back 
in  bounties,  instead  of  a  drawback  on  the  export- 
ation of  the  fish.  Here  I  rest  the  argument  Be- 
fore I  adduce  my  proofs,  I  cannot  forbear  to  lay 
open  the  state  of  my  mind.  I  rely  on  the  truth 
of  the  fkcts  I  propose  to  ofier.  I  rely  on  the  proof 
of  them,  being  as  near  demonstration  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  will^admit.  I  make  no  doubt  of 
the  good  sense  and  good  intentions  of  the  gentle- 
men whom  I  wish  to  convince ;  and  yet  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  am  far  from  being  sanguine  in  the  hope 
of  gaining  a  single  vote  for  the  bill.  I  will  explain 
my  meanin?,  and  then  I  think  no  gentleman  will 
tale  exception  at  it.  This  debate  depends  on  cal- 
culation. In  print  or  writing,  or  in  private  con- 
versation, figures  have   the   advantage  of  every 
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other  mode  of  iovestigatioii :  the  mind  is  fixed  to 
a  pointi  and  made  to  perceive  it  clearly.    But  in 

Sablic  debate  it  is  otherwise.  Fiffurea  not  only 
iagust  attention,  but,  as  the  mind  cannot  carry 
them  along,  they  confound  it;  they  make  a  plain 
thing  look  myaterioua,  and  bring  it  into  auapicion. 
When  I  ask  of  the  Committee  a  hearing,  and  it  is 
granted,  I  get  nothing :  I  want  a  close  attention ; 
and  I  have  to  beg,  and  earnestly  too,  that  gentle- 
men will  not  trust  their  first  opinions  and  vote 
against  the  bill,  without  condescending  to  receive 
and  to  weigh  the  facts  and  calculations  of  its 
advocates. 

The  first  question  is,  how  much  does  Govern- 
ment receive  by  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  curinff 
the  fish  which  is  exported  I  The  quantity  of  fish 
must  be  known.  Several  ways  of  information  are 
to  be  explored.  The  Secretaiy  of  State  supposes 
the  fish  of  1790  to  be  354,376  quintals.  A  Trea- 
•ory  return  of  fish  exported  from  August  20, 1789, 
to  September  30, 1790,  which  is  thirteen  and  one- 
third  months,  is  378,721  quintals.  For  a  year, 
equal  to  340,849  quintals. 

Foreign  dried  fish  imported  from  August   16, 

1789,  to  August  1790,  3,701  quintals ;  five  per  cent, 
drawback  thereon  is  only  three  hundred  and  ten 
dollars,  at  one  dolUr  and  sixty-six  cents  per  quintal. 
Mr.  Giles  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  foreign 
fish  deducts  918,000  from  our  estimate.  Return 
of  fish  in  seven  months,  from  May  30,  to  December, 

1790,  exported,  all  fish  of  the  United  States,  197,278 
quintals:  which,  for  a  vear,  is  838,184  i^uintals. 
The  medium  may  be  fiurly  taken  for  the  time  past 
at  340,000  quintals  a  vear. 

Six  gentlemen  of  Marblehead  certify,  that  6,043 
hogsheads,  or  40,344  bushels  of  salt,  were  used  on 
38,497i  Quintals;  which,  for  340,000  quintals,  gives 
866,200  bushels.  The  duty,  at  twelve  cento,  is 
$42,744, ,  which  Government  receives.  But  the 
charge  to  the  United  Statsa  is,  at  thirteen  and  a 
half  cenU  per  quintal  ...  -  $46,900 
Whereof  the  fishery  receives  ten  cento 

on  each  quintal  exported    -        -       -       34,000 

Charges  as  the  law  stands  -.  -  -  11,900 
Further,  this  is  but  an  estimate  made  up  from 
what  the  last  year  proved.  The  next  may  be  very 
different,  and  probably  it  will  be.  If  more  money 
should  be  demanded  tiian  $44,000,  we  must  not  m 
accused  of  misleading  Congress.  But  in  that  case 
an  increase  would  be  made  by  law ;  for  the  more 
fish  is  exported  the  more  thirteen  and  a  half  cento 
must  be  paid ;  so  that  the  bill  creates  no  burden  in 
that  way.  But  the  increase  of  the  export  of  fish 
will  probably  operate  in  favor  of  Government. 
For  it  is  known  that  the  economy,  akill,  and  activi- 
ty of  the  fishery  are  making  progress.  Ito  success 
baa  progressed.  The  more  fish  to  a  vessel,  the 
cheaper  the  allowance  on  the  tonnage.  Therefore, 
the  tonnage  of  veasels  will  not  increase  in  a  ratio 
with  the  increase  of  the  fish. 

The  very  objections  prove  this.    For  they  deem 
the  encouragement  too  great.    But  any  encourage* 
ment  must  have  the  effect 
^  The  difference  of  the  agreemente  for  distribu- 
ting the  fish  according  to  the  present  practice,  or  by 


this  bill  makee  a  mat  one  in  the  quantity  takes. 
The  bill  reforms  tiie  practice  in  this  point  Mar- 
blehead vessels  toke  less  than  those  from  Beverlv. 
The  former  throw  the  fish  into  a  common  stock, 
which  is  afterwarda  divided  upon  a  plan  very  aa. 
friendly  to  exertion.  A  man  works  for  tiie  whole— 
perhaps  twelve  hours,  and  they  take  about  e^ 
hundrad  quintals  to  a  vessel.  But  in  Beverly,  the 
exertion  is  as  great  as  can  be  made ;  eighteen  boiin 
a  day,  because  each  man  has  what  he  eatches,  and 
they  catch  eleven  hundred  quintals. 

Marblehead  seamen  sailing  from  other  towss, 
and  dividing  as  laat  menUoTOd,  which  tho  bill  es^ 
toblishes,  seldom  fail  to  catoh  two  or  tlwee  hwr 
dred  quintols  more  than  vessels  and  men  from  Mar- 
blehead on  the  first  plan.  Accordingly,  I  assert  oa 
good  author!^,  that  the  increase  in  MarUebad 
only  may  be  computed  at  fifteen  thonaand  quin- 
tols, merely  in  consequence  of  the  reform  by  tiie 
bill  The  t>est  informed  persons  whom  I  have  cod- 
sulted,  entortain  no  doubt  that  the  export  in  eaae 
the  bill  ahouid  pass,  would  not  be  leas  than  fov 
hundred  thousand  qutntola,  probi^ly  more;  bat 
at  four  hundred  thousand  quintals,  it  would  add 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  more  to  tbe 
salt  duty ;  a  sum  more  than  equal  to  any  eslifflata 
of  the  actual  tonnage,  or  any  probable  inereaae  of 
it  ••-----    ^43,744 

7,800 

Salt  duty  on  400,000  qnintola    -       -      49^ 
Other  facto  confirm  the  theoiy,  that  skill  and  ex- 
ertion  are  increasing  in  thb  business. 

In  1776,  35,000  tons,  4,406  seam^.  Rah  sold 
for  91,071,000.  In  1790,  three-fonrth»  of  the  Mt- 
men  and  three>fourths  of  the  tonnage  take  as  madi 
fish.  It  is  owing  to  this  that  our  &hery  stood  the 
competition  with  foreign  nations. 

Finally,  the  average  in  future  may  be  relied  os 
not  to  be  less  than  850,000  quintala. 
Salt  duty  on  which    •        .        -        -    (43,944 
Bounties    ------      44/»e 

Wanted     .-...*  » 

Tho  oaloutotion  first  made  will  anawer  the  pn^ 
pose, 

340,000  quintols  pay  salt  duty    -        -    $43,744 
Tonnage  bounty       -        -       -        -       44,000 

Wanted 1^ 

This  is  the  mighty  defect  Observe  the  antben- 
tic  return  of  the  export  of  fish  maj  be,  and  ve 
can  almost  prove  it  to  be,  below  the  fiitare  export 
Whereas  to  banish  all  doubt  we  go  to  the  top  of 
the  scale  for  the  tonnage,  we  take  what  we  know 
to  be  the  utmost  This  we  might  have  represent- 
ed more  favorably  if  we  had  chosen  to  conceal 
any  thing.  But  even  this  will  answer  our  piu^ 
pose. 

For  two  hundred  tons  are  wanting  in  the  estiinate 
of  the  bounties,  being  nineteen  thousand  eigbt 
hundred,  not  twenUr  thousand,  which  mU  take  off 
one  third  of  the  deficient  sum. 

The  tonnage  over  sixty-eight,  which  receives 
nothing,  is  not  mentioned ;  and  which  probably  is 
not  less  than  another  third. 
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The  boats  under  five  tons  thoagfa  trifling  ira  to 
ie  noticed — ^tfaey  raeaive  nothing. 

Bat,  abort  all,  the  chances  of  non-compliance 
with  the  ragoktions  are  in  fiuror  of  the  remainder 
«f  the  twdva  handred  and  fifty-six  dollars  being 
stopped.  Boats  may  not  get  twelve  quintals  to  the 
toa»  or  vessels  may  have  their  voyaffes  broken  up, 
and  not  stay  four  months  on  the  nshing  grounds  in 
either  ease  they  would  receive  nothing.  Take  all 
these  together,  is  i%  not  to  be  doubted  that  twelve 
kondred  and  fifly-siz  dollars  will  remain  of  the 
ibrt]r4biir  thousand  in  the  Treasury ! 

Bat  these  are  triflee  which  I  cannot  believe  gen- 
tlemen are  anxious  about 

For  the  event  cannot  be  reduced  to  a  certainty. 
What  qiaotity  of  fish  will  be  exported,  no  man  can 
tell  now.  But  as  Government  may  receive  more 
thm  it  will  pay»  the  chance  may  turn  the  other  way, 
and  it  nuy  have  to  pay  a  few  hundred  dollars  more 
than  it  wili  have  received.  We  have  seen  that  the 
ehaoce  is  most  in  favor  of  Government  But  one 
chinee  nust  balanee  the  other.  This  answer  is  siu- 
eereiy  relied  on  as  a  good  one. 

I  barely  mention  tliat  the  wear  of  cordage,  cables, 
ttilfl,  and  anchors,  is  very  great  These  articles  on 
being  imported,  pay  duties.  So  that  it  is  probable 
the  eitim  duty  paid  by  the  fishery  on  their  extra 
eonsamptien,  will  over  balance  any  little  sums  sup- 
posed to  exceed  in  the  bounty. 

It  has  been  aakedf  aa  if  some  cunning  was  de- 
tected, why  if  the  money  received  in  the  Treasury 
to  pa^  tlie  drawbacks  is  equal  to  the  proposed 
boantiea,  a  further  appropriation  should  be  made  ! 
This  canning  question  admits  of  several  very  sim- 
ple aoawers. 

The  bill  being  for  seven  years,  the  average  pro- 
dnet  is  the  proper  sum  to  be  calculated.  But  the 
three  first  years  may  fall  short  of  the  bounties,  say 
two  thousand  doUara  a  year,  which  ia  six  thousand 
dollars. 

The  four  laat  may  exceed  two  thousand  dollars, 


lajr  eight  thousand  dollars. 

sm  a 


poor  fisherman  wait  for  the  whole,  or  if 
ke  takes  his  part  according  to  the  money  in  the 
Treasory— for  a  twenty-fourth  part  of  the  bounty 
on  hie  ?essel,  from  1793  to  1796 1 

2d.  This  delay  would  happen  after  a  bad  year, 
the  very  time  when  be  would  most  need  prompt 

3d.  Bat  fish  taken  this  jear  will  not  be  exported 
t<li  I>ecember  next  Therefore  the  money  will  not 
^  Btopped  1^  the  drawback  as  the  law  stands,^till 
six  months  after. 

A  aubstitute  haa  been  proposed  for  the  clause,  to 
*I^ropriate  the  drawback  only. 

Thia  is  absolutely  improper.  For  the  ten  cents 
allowed  as  drawback  is  but  a  part  of  the  duty  paid 
on  salt  It  is  not  easy  to  see  any  reason  why  a  part 
•topped  at  the  Treasury  should  be  equal  to  the 
whole  paid  there  long  before.  The  drawback  fhlls 
Dear  nine  thousand  dollars  short  of  the  salt  duty 
neeived  by  the  Government  The  expense  of  the 
dnwbaek  would  be  very  heavy  and  useless. 

Nor  may  gentlemen  apprehend  that  Govern^ 
ment,  by  paying  next  December,  will  advance 
money  to  the  fishery.    The  salt  duty  will  have 


been  paid,  and  Government  will  have  the  use  of  the 
money  many  montha  before  the  fishermen  will  have 
a  right  to  call  for  the  bounties. 

It  is  left  to  the  candor  of  the  geirtleraen  who  have 
urged  this  objection,  whether  a  better  or  ftirther  an- 
swer is  desired. 

After  having  laboriously  gone  through  the*  eeti* 
mate  of  the  urobable  export  of  fish,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  be  equally  minute  as  to  the  quantity 
or  kind  of  vessels  which  are  to  receive  the  bounty. 
The  eatimate  we  believe  to  be  very  high.  That 
it  is  high  enough,  we  suppose  very  promible  from 
the  estunate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  is 
only  nineteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
tons. 

This  mode  of  pajdng  the  bounty  on  the  tonnage 
is  very  simple  and  safe.  The  measurement  is  al- 
ready made  and  costs  nothing ;  and  as  it  was  made 
to  pay  a  duty  on  tonnage,  we  are  very  sure  that 
Government  will  not  be  cheated  by  an  over-mea» 
sure.  -  The  mode  of  paying  the  drawback,  as  the 
law  now  stands,  is  expensive,  perplexed  and  embar- 
rassing ;  liable  to  frauds  and  aelays. 

This  intricate  and  disgusting  detail  of  calculationa 
was  necessary  to  satisfy  the  Committee  thai  each  of 
the  three  grounds  of  defence  on  which  the  bill  rests, 
is  tenable. 

Instead  of  impoverishing  the  nation  bv  scatter- 
ing tlie  treasures  of  the  whole  to  benent  a  part, 
it  i^pears  that  we  are  preserving  mines  of  treasure. 
In  point  of  navid  protection,  we  can  scarcely  esti- 
mate the  fishery  too  highly.  It  is  alwavs  ready,  al- 
ways equal  to  the  object;  it  is  almost  the  only  suf- 
ficient source  of  security  by  sea.  Our  navigation 
is  certainlv  a  precious  interest  of  the  country.  But 
no  part  of  our  navigation  can  vie  with  the  fishery  in 
respect  to  the  protection  it  aflbrds.  There  is  no 
point  which  regards  our  national  wealth  or  national 
safety,  in  respect  to  which  it  seems  practicable  to  do 
so  mueh  with  so  little. 

We  rely  on  the  evidence  before  you,  that  the  pub- 
lic will  not  sustain  the  charge  of  a  dollar.  Those 
ought  not  to  doubt  the  evidence  who  cannot  invali- 
date it  If  then  the  fishermeu  ask  you  to  restore 
only  their  own  money,  will  you  deny  them?  Will 
you  return  to  every  other  j^rson  exporting  dntied 
goods  the  money  he  has  paid,  and  will  you  refuse 
the  noor  fisherman  ? 

If  there  must  be  an  instance  of  the  kind,  will 
vou  single  out  for  this  oppressive  partialitj,  that 
branch  which  is  described  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
as  too  poor  even  to  bear  its  own  part  of  the  com- 
mon burden  I  That  branch  which  nevertheless 
haa  borne  the  neglect  of  our  nation,  and  the  per- 
secution of  foreign  prohibitions  ana  duties.  A 
branch  which,  thongti  we  have  received  mucli 
and  expect  more,  both  of  money  and  services, 
urges  no  cldms  but  such  as  common  justice  haa 
sanctioned. 

Mr.  Gbrrt  having  moved  to  strike  out  the  worda 
^  bounty  allowed**  in  order  to  insert  aUowmice  madst 
by  way  of  accommodation, 

Mr.  MuRBAT  observed,  that  the  question  was, 
whether  a  bounty  should  be  given  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  fishery :  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maasachusetts  [Mr.  Gbu- 
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rt]  did  not  alter  the  principle— -it  was  Btill  *^ihe 
old  cocked  hat*  on  the  one  band,  and  on  the  other, 
'^the  cocked  old  hat:^  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Fitzsimonb]  had  asserted,  that  Con- 
gress have  a  riffht  to  alter  the  drawbacks,  and  allow 
them  in  any  otner  mode,  by  which  the  citizens  may 
receive  back  their  own  money ;  but  this  is  not  a 
case  of  that  nature ;  for  the  bill  says,  "  in  case  the 
moneys  appropriated  (for  the  paipnent  of  the  duties) 
shall  be  inadequate,  the  denciency  shall  be  sup- 
plied from  the  Treasury;*'  here  the  Treasury  is 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  bounties ;  and  the 
question  is,  not  on  the  principle  of  changing  the 
drawback,  but  the  giving  encouragement  to  a  par- 
ticular branch,  at  the  expense  of  the  community  at 
large. 

Mr.  Barnwsll  observed,  that  those  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  fisheries,  look  on  the  pro- 
posed mode  of  encouragement  as  the  best ;  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  gifts  of 
the  public  in'  the  most  advantageous  manner :  that, 
if  he  were  himself  concerned  m  the  cultivation  of 
any  particular  commodity,  for  the  encouragement 
of  which  a  sum  were  granted,  be  would  be  much 
surprised  to  meet  a  refusal,  in  case  be  should  come 
forward,  and  propose  some  more  effectual  mode  of 
applying  that  grant:  that  even  if  the  bounties 
should  nappen  to  exceed  the  drawbacks,  by  eight 
or  ten  thousand  dollars,  the  number  of  seamen  to 
be  maintained  would  be  well  worth  that  sum :  that 
whenever  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  are  of  opinion  that 
the  general  welfare  will  be  promoted  by  raising 
any  sum  of  money,  they  have  undoubted  right  to 
raise  it,  provided  that  the  taxes  be  uniform ;  that 
although  it  may  not  at  present  be  an  object  of  great 
eonsequence  to  America  to  become  a  mantime 
power,  yet  it  is  of  some  importance  to  have  con- 
stantly at  hand  a  nursery  of  seamen,  to  furnish 
our  merchants  with  the  means  of  transporting  their 
commodities  across  the  sea ;  that,  whatever  allow- 
ance or  bounty  is  granted  upon  any  particular 
commodity,  must  ever  be  paid  bv  the  whole,  for 
the  advantage  of  a  part,  whether  it  be  upon  cotton 
to  the  Southward,  upon  fish  to  the  Eastward,  or 
vpon  other  commodities  to  the' middle  States;  that, 
if  the  people  cannot  have  so  much  confidence  in 
their  Representatives,  as  to  trust  them  with  the 
power  of  granting  bounties,  the  Government  must 
De  a  very  paltry  one  indeed.  The  object  of  the  bill 
was  only  to  allow  to  the  fishermen,  in  the  manner  that 
would  be  most  beneficial  to  them,  the  same  sum, 
that  would  otherwise  be  allowed.  If,  however,  from 
time  and  experience,  it  should  appear  that  this  bounty 

E roved  an  imposition  on  Government,  he  would  not 
esitato  to  revoke  it 

Mr.  Gerst. — ^The  Stato  of  Massachusetts  asks 
nothing  more  than  eaual  justice.  We  do  not  come 
forwara  to  request  favors  from  the  United  States ; 
we  only  wish  that  the  same  system  which  is  ap- 
plied to  other  parts  of  the  Union,  may  be  applied  to 
us.  But,  in  examining  this  Question,  we  wish  that 
gentlemen  would  not  make  aistinctions  which  will 
not  admit  of  a  difference. 

The  proposed  allowance  has  been  called  a  bounty 
on  occupation,  and  is  said  to  be  very  different  from 


that  encouragement,  which  is  the  incidental  result 
of  a  general  commercial  system ;  but  is  reality  it 
is  no  bounty :  a  bounty  is  a  grant,  made  witboat 
any  consideration  whatever,  as  an  equivalent;  and 
I  have  no  idea  of  a  bounty,  which  admits  of  reeei?- 
ing  from  the  person,  on  whom  it  is  confeired,  the 
amount  of  what  is  granted.  We  have  imposed  a 
duty  on  salt,  and  thereby  draw  a  certain  sam  of 
money  from  the  fishermen :  the  drawback  is,  in  all 
instances,  the  amount  of  the  money  received ;  thia 
is  all  we  ask ;  and  we  ask  it  for  a  set  of  men  who 
are  as  well  entitled  to  the  regard  of  GoveromeDt  as 
any  other  class  of  citizens. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  allowance,  made 
to  the  fishermen,  will  amount  to  a  greater  sum 
than  the  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the  fish; 
but  I  think  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  this  will 
not  be  the  case :  on  the  contrary,  it  is  presumable, 
that  the  drawback  on  the  fish  would  on  the  whole 
exceed  the  sum  which  is  proposed  to  be  allowed 
to  the  fishermen;  sometimes  it  might  be  more, 
sometimes  less.  The  calculation  is  made  on  ge- 
neral principles ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  to 
a  single  cent :  the  quantity  of  salt  to  be  expend- 
ed on  the  fish,  cannot  be  minutely  ascertained ;  hot 
this  was  not  heretofore  considered  as  a  sufficient 
reason  why  Congress  should  refuse  to  allow  t^ 
drawback;  they  allowed  it,  though  in  a  different 
shape.  It  is  now  proposed  to  make  a  further  com- 
mutation :  gentlemen  caU  this  a  bounty  on  occu- 
pation ;  but  is  there  any  proposition  made  for  paj- 
ing  to  the  fishermen,  or  other  persons  concened 
in  the  fishery,  any  sums  which  we  have  not  pre- 
viously received  from  them?  'If  this  were  the 
case,  it  would  indeed  be  a  bounty ;  but  if  we 
beforehand  receive  from  them  as  much  as  the 
allowance  amounts  to,  there  is  no  bounty  granted 
at  all. 

If,  however,  it  really  was  a  bounty  on  occupation, 
it  would  after  all  be  only  an  indulgence  similar  to 
what  has  been  granted  to  the  landed  and  agricul- 
tural interest  We  have  laid  on  hemp  a  duty  of 
fifty-four  cents  per  hundred  weight ;  and  on  beer, 
ale,  and  porter,  five  cente  per  gallon.  Now,  I  ask 
gentlemen,  whether  the  professed  design  of  those 
duties  was  to  raise  a  revenue,  or  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  those  articles  ?  they  were  laid  for 
no  other  purpose,  than  to  prevent  foreigners  Iroai 
importing  them,  and  thereby  to  encourage  our  owa 
manufactures;  and  was  not  that  encouragement  a 
bounty  to  the  persons  concerned  in  producing  eueh 
articles  in  this  country!  If  the  duties  hid  not 
been  laid,  the  importer,  could  sell  much  cheapo* 
than  he  now  can;  and  the  landed  interest  would 
be  under  a  necessity  of  selling  cheaper  in  propor- 
tion. If  those  prohibitory  duties  operate  as  a  bounty 
in  favor  of  raising  hemp,  and  of  brewing  beer,  ale* 
and  porter,  I  ask,  whether,  if  a  bounty  were  proposed 
on  every  quintal  offish,  it  might  not,  with  the  same 
propriety,  be  granted?  If  we  have  not  a  right  to 
grant  a  bounty  in  the  one  case,  we  have  as  little 
right  to  grant  it  in  the  other. 

A  calculation  has  been  offered  to  show  that  the 
proposed  allowance  will  exceed  the  amount  of 
the  present  drawbacks,  by  ten  thousand  dollars 
a  year;  but  that  calculation  has  been  proved  to 


an 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


878 


FsBRDA^Br,  1793.] 


Cod  IHsheries. 


[H.  OF  R. 


be  erroneous.  Suppose,  however,  that  this  was 
the  fact,  what  comparison  is  there  between  such  a 
tax  on  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
tax  borne  by  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  for  the 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier?  A  commercial 
war  is  wa^ed  against  the  American  fisheries,  by 
foreign  nations,  who  lay  heayy  duties  on  the  Ame- 
rican fish,  and  apply  the  produce  of  those  duties  in 
bounties  to  their  own  fishermen ;  and  their  fisher- 
ies being  less  extensive  than  ours,  the  duty  thus 
imposed  on  our  fish,  and  bestowed  in  bounties  to 
tbeir  vessels,  operate  in  a  two-fold  proportion  to 
the  discouragement  of  our  fishermen,  and  Uie  en- 
couragement of  theirs. 

I  wish  to  know  on  what  principle  gentlemen  can 
expect,  that  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  should 
contribute  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  per- 
haps a  greater  sum,  for  the  protection  of  the  West- 
ern frontier  against  the  Indians,  when  no  contribu- 
tion is  made  to  support  the  commerce  of  Massachu- 
setts, which,  without  this  support,  will  be  as  effec- 
tuallj  ruined,  as  if  their  vessels  were  captured  by 
an  enemy.  The  principle  is  carried  farther  with 
respect  to  the  protection  of  the  frontier ;  we  have 
▼oted  large  sums  as  presents  to  the  savages,  to  keep 
them  friends  to  the  Frontier  settlers ;  there  is,  how- 
erer,  no  clause  in  the  Constitution  that  will  authorize 
a  measure  of  this  kind :  it  is  true,  indeed,  we  have , 
a  power  to  regulate  trade  and  commerce  with  the 
Indian  tribes;  but  does  that  give  us  a  power  to 
render  the  United  States  tributary  to  the  savages  ? 
and  if  we  make  them  such  grants  every  year,  do 
we  not  in  fact  become  tributary  to  them  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Giles]  says, 
that  although  this  plan  of  encouraging  the  fisher- 
ies may  be  wise  policy  in  Britain,  as  being  on  all 
Bidas  surrounded  by  the  Sea,  yet  the  United  States 
will  not  equally  find  their  account  in  pursuing  the 
same  plan.  The  State  of  Virginia  is,  in  point  of 
exposure  firom  the  sea,  very  differently  circum- 
stanced from  the  State  of  Massachusetts :  we  have 
»  vast  extent  of  country,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  of  sea  coast  exposed :  the  citizens  of  all  the 
towns  along  the  coast  are  obliged  to  pursue  marine 
occupations;  and  I  hope  the  gentleman  does  not 
wish  that  the  country  should  be  depopulated,  and 
the  inhabitants  driven  off  to  settle  the  Western 
territory. 

The  State  of  Virginia  is  very  happily  circum- 
stanced with  respect  to  a  marine  war :  should  such 
>n  event  take  place,  that  State  is  pretty  secure 
from  depredations ;  but  when  we  consider  how 
pmch  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  are  exposed 
in  a  case  of  that  kind,  we  ought  to  look  forward, 
and  make  some  provision  for  their  defence :  they 
bare  as  good  a  right  to  expect  that  Government 
will  make  some  arrangements  for  their  protection, 
•s  that  they  shall  be  obliged  to  contribute  for  the 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier. 

But  their  commerce,  it  seems,  must  not  be  sup- ' 
ported !  Taxes  however  must  be  laid :  and  those 
taxes  applied  to  encourage  the  former,  and  to  bribe 
the  Indians  into  peace!  Is  this  fair?  Is  this  pur- 
wing  a  liberal  system  of  politics  ?  Will  this 
reconcile  the  minds  of  our  people  to  the  General 
OoTemmcnt?    If  so  reasonable  a  proposition  be 


neglected  by  the  House,  it  will  convince  the  citi* 
zens  of  that  State,  that  it  is  the  object  of  Govern- 
ment to  destroy  their  commerce,  and  to  make 
them  entirely  dependent  on  the  agricultural  in- 
terest 

Here  Mr.  Gbrrt  read  a  statement  to  show  the 
diminution  of  the  revenue  in  consequence  of  the 
(allure  of  the  fisheries ;  and  added, 

To  support  the  fishery  is  to  support  the  revenue : 
by  that  staple,  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  are 
enabled  to  pay  the  revenue  that  is  expected  from 
them :  and,  by  an  attempt  to  save  ten  thousand 
dollars.  Government  will  probably  sacrifice  a  hun- 
dred thousand  ;  and  besides,  lose  the  confidence  of 
the  citizens  of  that  State. 

The  only  question  now  is,  whether  this  be  a 
direct  bounty,  or  simply  a  commutation  of  the 
allowance  already  granted  by  Congress?  If  the 
Utter  be  the  case,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  refuse  our  as.sent  to  a  proposition,  which  is 
only  calculated  to  do  justice  to  the  people  con- 
cerned, and  to  give  encouragement  to  a  very  im- 
portant branch  in  the  United  States;  especially 
as  the  proposition  will  even  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Williamson. — ^It  has  been  urged  with  great 
propriety  in  favor  of  the  bill  now  submitted  to 
our  consideration,  that  the  operation  of  our  laws 
should  in  all  cases  tend  to  encourage  useful  indus- 
try ;  that  while  we  are  giving  back  the  duties  on 
all  other  foreign  goods  which  are  exported,  it  would 
be  unjust  and  cruel  to  refuse  a  full  drawback  of 
the  duties  on  salt  which  may  be  exported,  espe- 
cially when  the  circumstances  of  its  exportation  are 
attended  with  an  increase  of  riches  and  strength 
to  the-  nation.  Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  force 
of  these  arguments,  and  desirous  as  I  am  to  protect 
and  encourage  the  native  seamen  of  America,  by 
all  prudent,  practicable,  and  constitutional  means, 
I  shall  nevertheless  find  it  my  duty  to  vote  for 
striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  because  it 
proposes  to  give  a  bounty  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  vessels  emploved  in  the  fisheries. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  name  is  improper ; 
that  it  is  simply  a  drawback  of  the  duty  upon  salt ; 
and  gentlemen  have  produced  a  very  ingenious 
calculation,  by  which  they  attempt  to  prove,  that 
in  some  years  it  may  happen  that  the  whole  duty 
on  the  salt  will  not  be  repaid ;  but  they  admit  that 
in  some  years  the  drawback  or  bounty  will  exceed 
the  duty.  It  is  certainly  their  opinion^ — and  in 
this  wo  are  perfectly  agreed — that  the  money  to 
be  paid  will  be  more  than  that  received,  else  there 
had  been  no  use  for  so  large  an  appropriation.  We 
shall  not  trouble  the  Committee  with  calculations 
on  this  subject  It  is  conceded  that  the  encourage- 
ment to  be  given,  probably  will  exceed  the  full 
drawback  of  the  duty  on  salt  In  other  words,  a 
douceur  or  a  property  bounty  is  to  be  given :  let  us 
call  it  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Is  it  within 
the  powers  of  this  Congress  to  grant  bounties  ?  I 
think  not ;  and  on  this  single  position  I  would  rest 
the  argument 

In  the  Constitution  of  this  Government  there 
are  two  or  three  remarkable  provisions,  which 
seem  to  be  in  point    It  is  provided,  that  direct 
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taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  seyeral 
States  aocordine  to  their  respectiTe  numbers.  It 
is  also  provided^  that  all  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
dses,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States ;  and  it  is  provided,  that  no  preference  shall 
be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  reve- 
nue, to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another. 
The  clear  and  obvious  intention  of  the  articles 
mentioned  was,  that  Congress  might  not  have  the 
power  of  imposing  unequal  burdens ;  that  it  might 
not  be  in  their  power  to  gratify  one  part  of  the 
Union  by  oppressing  another.  It  appeared  possi- 
ble, and  not  very  improbable  that  the  time  might 
come,  when,  by  greater  cohesion,  by  more  unani- 
mity, by  more  address,  the  Representatives  of  one 
part  of  the  Union  might  attempt  to  impose  unequal 
taxes,  or  to  relieve  their  constituents  at  the  ex- 
pense of  other  people.  To  prevent  the  possibility 
of  such  a  combination,  the  articles  that  I  have 
mentioned  were  inserted  in  the  Constitution.  Sup- 
pose a  poll-tax  should  be  attempted ;  suppose  it 
should  be  enacted  that  everv  poll  in  the  Eastern 
States  shall  pay  a  tax  of  half  a  dollar,  and  every 
poll  in  the  Southern  States  should  pay  a  tax  of 
one  dollar.  Do  you  think  we  should  pay  the  tax? 
No.  certainly.  We  should  plead  the  Constitution, 
ana  tell  you  that  the  law  was  impotent  and  void. 

But  we  have  been  told,  that  Congress  may  give 
bounties  for  useful  purposes ;  that  is  to  say,  uiey 
may  give  bounties  for  all  imaginable  purposes; 
because  the  same  majority  that  votes  the  bounty 
will  not  fail  to  call  the  purpose  a  good  one.  Es- 
tablish the  doctrine  of  bounties,  and  let  us  see  what 
may  follow.  Uniform  taxes  are  laid  to  raise  money, 
and  that  money  is  distributed — ^not  uniformly ;  the 
whole  of  it  may  be  given  to  the  people  in  one  end 
of  the  Union.  Could  we  say  in  such  a  case  that 
the  tax  had  been  uniform?  I  think  not  There 
is  certainly  a  minority  in  this  House  who  think 
that  the  nation  would  be  stronger  and  more  inde- 
pendent, if  all  our  labor  was  performed  by  free 
men.  This  object  might  be  promoted  by  a  bounty. 
Let  a  poll-tax  be  laid,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  one  dollar  per  poll :  in  this  case  sixty  cents 
must  be  paid  for  each  slave;  and  the  number  of 
slaves  bemg  680,186,  their  tax  would  amount  to 
$384,911.  To  encourage  the  labor  jof  citizens,  let 
Congress  then  give  an  annual  bounty  of  one  dol- 
lar to  every  free  man  who  is  a  mechanic,  or  who 
labors  in  the  field.  We  might  be  told  that  the 
bounty  was  small,  and  the  object  was  good;  but 
the  measure  would  be  most  oppressive,  for  it  would 
be  a  clear  tax  of  rather  more  than  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  on  the  Southern  States. 

Perhaps  the  case  I  have  put  is  too  strongs-Con- 
gress can  never  do  a  thing  that  is  so  palpably  un- 
just— but  this,  sir,  is  the  very  mark  at  which  the 
theory  of  bounties  seems  to  point  The  certain 
operation  of  that  measure  is  the  oppression  of  tiie 
Southern  States,  by  superior  numbers  in  the  North- 
ern interest  This  was  to  be  feared  at  the  forma- 
tion of  this  Government,  and  you  find  many  arti- 
cles in  the  Constitution  besides  those  I  have 
quoted,  which  were  certainly  intended  to  guard 
us  against  the  dangerous  bias  of  interest,  and  the 
power  of  numbers.    Wherefore  was  it  provided 


that  no  duty  should  be  laid  on  exports?  Was  it 
not  to  defend  the  great  staples  of  the  Sootfaera 
States — tobacco,  rice,  and  indigo— from  the  opera- 
tion of  unequal  regulations  of  commerce,  or  on- 
equal  indirect  taxes,  as  another  article  had  de- 
fended us  fix>m  unequal  direct  taxes? 

I  do  not  hazard  much  in  saying^  that  the  pre- 
sent Constitution  had  never  been  adopted  witboat 
those  preliminary  guards  in  it  Establish  the  geo- 
eral  doctrine  of  bounties,  and  all  the  provisions  I 
have  mentioned  become  useless.  They  vanish 
into  air,  and  like  the  baseless  fitbric  of  a  vision, 
leave  not  a  trace  behind.  The  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,  in  the  hands  of  »  good  poli- 
tician, may  supercede  every  part  of  oar  Coostita- 
tion,  and  leave  us  in  the  hands  of  time  and  chance. 
Manufactures,  in  general,  are  useful  to  the  nation; 
they  promote  the  public  good  and  general  vd- 
fare.  How  many  of  them  are  springing  up  b 
the  Northern  States  ?  Let  tiiem  be  properij  sup- 
ported by  bounties,  and  you  will  find  no  occasion 
for  unequal  taxes.  The  tax  may  be  equal  in  th« 
beginning — it  will  be  sufficiently  unequal  in  tbe 
end. 

We  are  told  that  a  nursery  of  seamen  maj  be 
of  great  use  to  the  nation,  and  the  bountj  pro- 
posed is  a  very  small  one.  These,  sir,  are  the  rea- 
sons why  I  have  marked  this  as  a  daz^eroos  bill; 
the  most  dangerous  innovations  are  made  under 
these  circumstances.  To  begin  with  a  great  bounty 
would  be  imprudent^  and  to  give  a  small  boon^ 
for  a  doubtful  purpose,  might  deserve  a  worse  epi- 
thet Half  a  million  of  dollars  per  annum  wodd 
have  been  too  much  for  a  beginning,  and  perhaps 
a  bounty  on  the  use  of  slei^s,  though  &tj  an 
convenient  for  traveling  in  winter;  or  a  boontf 
on  stone  fences,  though  they  are  durable,  wooJd 
not  at  this  time  be  prudent  The  object  of  the 
bounty,  and  the  amount  of  it,  are  eqiudly  to  be 
disregarded  in  the  present  case ;  we  are  simplj  to 
consider  whether  f>ounties  may  safely  be  giren 
under  the  present  Constitution.  For  myself)  I 
would  rather  begin  with  a  bounty  of  one  milBaa 
per  annum  than  one  thousaod.  I  wish  that  mj 
constituents  may  know  whether  they  are  to  pot 
any  confidence  in  that  paper  called  the  Constitation. 

You  will  suffer  me  to  say  that  the  Southeni 
States  have  much  to  fear  from  the  progress  of 
this  Government,  unle.ss  yotir  strength  is  governed 
by  prudence.  The  operation  of  the  funding  sfi- 
tem  has  translated  at  least  two  millions  of  dollats 
from  the  Southern  States,  that  is.  to  say,  frvta 
Georgia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Virginia,  to  the  North- 
ern States.  The  interest  of  that  sum,  when  it 
shall  be  six  per  cent,  will  be  $120,000;  bat  the 
quota  of  those  States  is  at  least  one-third  of  the 
whole ;  whence  it  follows  that  they  most  pay 
forty  thousand  dollars  every  year,  in  the  form  of 
interest  to  the  Northern  States.  This,  it  seems, 
is  not  sufficient,  and  other  measures  are  to  be 
adopted  for  draining  the  Southern  States.  Boun- 
ties to  promote  the  general  welfare  are  alreid/ 
brought  forward.  We  shall  not  hear  of  a  bounty 
for  raising  rice,  or  preparing  naval  stores.  If  tha( 
was  the  question,  the  general  welfare  would  not 
have  such  prominent  features.     Unless  the  South- 
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rn  States  are  protected  by  the  Coiuititutioii,  their 
ihxable  staplefl,  and  their  visionary  wealth,  mast 
ccasion  their  destmction.  Three  short  years  has 
lis  GoTemment  existed — it  is  not  three  years — but 
re  have  ahready  given  serious  alarms  to  many  of 
or  felloir-citisens.  Establish  the  doctrine  of  boun- 
tSf  set  aside  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
squires  equal  taxes  and  demands  similar  distribu- 
<m8,  destroy  this  barrier,  and  it  is  not  a  few  fish- 
rmen  that  will  enter,  dairaing  ten  or  twelve  thou* 
lod  dollars,  but  all  manner  of  persons — people  of 
very  trade  and  occupation — may  enter  at  the 
reach,  until  they  have  eaten  up  the  bread  of  our 
bildreo. 

Perhiq)s  I  have  viewed  this  project  in  too  serious 
light ;  but  if  I  am  particularly  solicitous,  on  the 
ubject  of  finance,  that  we  do  not  even  seem  to  de- 
trt  from  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  because 
wish  that  the  Union  may  be  perpetual  The  seve- 
i]  States  are  now  pretty  weU  relieved  from  their 
ebts,  and  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  Southern  States 
are  very  little  interest  in  the  national  funds ;  press 
bem  a  Uttle  with  unequal  taxes,  and  the  remedy  is 
lain. 

While  I  would  shun  bounties,  as  leading  to  dan- 
gerous measures,  I  am  not  inattentive  to  every 
fgument  that  has  been  advanced  by  the  honora- 
k  member  who  first  rose  in  defence  of  the  bill 
liat  gentleman  tells  us,  that  more  than  a  bushel  of 
alt  i^  used  in  curing  a  quintal  of  fish.  If  this  ftct 
N)  established,  the  former  act  should  be  amended, 
\y  giving  a  greater  drawback.  He  says  the  draw- 
lack,  as  it  is  now  paid  to  the  merchant,  does  not 
operate  so  as  to  encourage  the  seamen,  who  have 
ao6t  need  of  such  assistance.  This  is  very  proba- 
ble, and  the  parties  may  be  relieved  by  dividing 
be  drawback  in  the  very  manner  that  is  proposed 
>7  the  bill  If  it  is  true  that  the  proposed  Doun- 
ies  will  not  exceed  the  average  of  the  drawback 
bat  should  be  paid  on  salt,  why  do  Uiey  contend 
tbout  names,  unless  they  are  solicitous  about  the 
>recedent  ?  If  our  object  is  to  encourage  industry, 
md  to  increase  our  commerce,  by  sending  fish  to 
I  foreign  market,  we  must  adhere  to  the  drawback ; 
or,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  bill,  the  bounty  is 
0  be  paid,  though  every  fish  that  is  caught  should 
>e  consumed  in  t£e  country ;  in  which  case  we  should 
w  pajing  a  visionary  drawback,  when  nothing  was 
exported.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  bill,  there 
s  no  proportion  between  the  labor  and  the  reward, 
io  far  as  the  bank  fishery  is  concerned ;  the  bounty 
n  a]l  cases  being  the  same. 

Having  exercised  your  patience  in  objecting  to 
:bis  new  system  of  bounties,  and  having  hinted 
)Q  some  objections  to  the  general  operations  of  the 
>ni,  so  &r  as  industry  and  enterprise  may  be  de- 
»red,  I  shall,  in  a  few  words,  submit  the  outline 
)f  a  plan  that  seems  to  comprehend  all  the  useful 
^arts  of  the  bill,  without  any  speculation  upon 
counties. 

If  the  drawback  on  dried  fish  exported,  is  not 
iqual  to  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  curing  such 
^b,  let  the  drawback  be  increased  to  eleven  cents 
^r  twelve  cents,  as  the  case  may  be.  Let  us  sup- 
>'^'-  that  the  drawback  for  the  next  year  will  be 
tiiOal  to  the  drawback  on  the  last  year;  and  let 


that  sum  of  money,  being  the  expected  drawback,  be 
divided  between  the  seamen  and  owners,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  bill.  The  accounts  must  be 
made  up  annually.  If  the  drawback  exceeds  the 
allowance  that  had  been  made,  the  difference  will 
be  considered  as  advanced  to  the  fishery,  and  the 
allowance  for  the  next  year  must  be  somewhat  re- 
duced, aocordinff  to  the  actual  amount  of  ti&e  draw* 
back.  If  the  flflhermen  are  more  fortunate  or  more 
active,  and  the  exports  are  increased,  the  allowance 
for  the  next  year  must  be  raised.  The  rule  being 
fixed  by  law,  all  that  remains,  being  pure  calcu- 
lation, may  be  done  from  year  to  year  by  the 
Executive.  Every  important  oljeot  of  this  bill, 
that  has  been  presented  to  our  view,  may  be  ob- 
tained by  safe  and  constitutional  steps.  Why 
should  a  man  take  a  dangerous  and  a  doubtful 
path,  when  a  safe  one  presents  itself?  If  nothing 
more  is  desired  than  to  regulate  and  protect  the 
fishery,  the  bill  may  be  alterad  and  accommodated 
to  that  purpose.  If  the  theory  of  bounties  is  to  be 
established,  by  which  the  Southern  States  must 
sufier  while  others  gain,  the  bill  informs  us  what 
we  are  to  expect 

The  CoDunittoe  now  rose,  without  taking  any 
question. 

MoifDAT,  February  6. 

A  member  from  Maryland,  to  wit :  John  Francis 
Mercer,  returned  to  serve  in  the  room  of  Williak 
PiNKNET,  resigned,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  tanners  of  the  town  of  Newark, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  stating  the  inconveniences  they 
suffer  from  the  erection  of  mills  for  the  purpose  of 
grinding  tanners'  bark  for  exportation,  and  praying 
that  Congress  will  adopt  such  measures  for  their 
relief  as  may  appear  just  and  right  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

THE  COD  FISHERIES. 

The  House  sgain  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Bank  and  other  Cod-Fisheries,  and  for  the  regula- 
tion and  government  of  the  fishermen  employed 
therein." 

Mr.  QooDHUE. — The  gentleman  last  up  [Mr. 
Williamson]  says,  that  an  appropriation  of  money 
being  nuide  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  and  the 
Treasury  standing  pledged  for  the  payment,  there- 
fore a  direct  bounty  is  granted.  At  present,  we 
pay  in  drawbacks  about  $46,000 ;  but  we  cannot 
aay  that  this  sum  will  be  adequate  to  the  payment 
of  the  drawbacks  next  year ;  for,  if  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  fish  be  taken,  a  greater  sum,  of  course, 
must  be  allowed ;  and,  as  the  sum  depends  entirely 
on  the  quantity  of  fi[8h,  it  is  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain beforehand  the  precise  amount  There  is  not, 
however,  in  the  whole  bill,  anything  of  a  bounty, 
except  the  bare  name.  The  gentleman  allows 
that  we  may  commute  the  present  drawbacks,  and 
give  them  to  the  fishermen  instead  of  the  mer- 
chant ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  do  this  with  safety 
in  any  other  mode  than  that  pointed  out  in  the 
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bill.  Shall  we  leave  it  to  the  fisherman,  to  be  de- 
termined by  his  oath?  This  would  not  be  adyi- 
sable. 

The  plan  proposed  is  a  much  less  exceptionable 
one.  It  is  founded  on  a  calculation  that  a  certain 
quantity  of  tonnage  is  employed  in  taking  a  certain 
quantity  of  fish.  On  this  calculation  the  allowance 
is  apportioned  to  the  tonnage.  If  gentlemen  think 
the  allowance  too  high,  let  the  sum  be  reduced ; 
but  let  it  not  be  stigmatized  as  a  bounty.  It  is  no 
such  thing.  The  word  *'  bounty'*  is  an  unfortunate 
expression,  and  I  wish  it  were  entirely  out  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  LircBMORE. — The  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion has  two  important  objects  in  yiew.  The  one 
is,  to  give  encouragement  to  our  fishermen,  and,  by 
that  encouragement,  to  increase  their  numbers ;  the 
other  is  to  govern  those  fishermen  by  certain  laws, 
by  which  they  will  be  kept  under  due  restraint 
Both  these  objects  are  of  great  importance  to  such 
persons  as  choose  to  employ  their  capitals  in  the 
fishery  business.  And  I  believe  it  will  not  be  dis- 
puted that  the  business  itself  is  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  the  United  States,  insomuch  as  it  affords 
a  certain  proportion  of  remittance  or  exportation  to 
foreign  countries,  and  does  not  impoverish  the  coun- 
try, but  enriches  it  by  the  addition  of  so  much 
wealth  drawn  from  the  sea. 

It  is  the  object  of  those  gentlemen  who  iavor 
the  bill  that  the  fishermen  should  have  some  en- 
couragement, not  given  to  them  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States,  but  directed  to  them  out  of 
what  was  in  the  former  law,  called  a  drawback  of 
the  duty  on  salt  The  calculation,  as  I  understand 
it,  has  been  made  as  nearly  as  possible  to  give  that 
drawback,  not  to  the  merchants  who  export  the 
fish,  but  to  the  fishermen  who  take  it,  in  order  to 
increase  that  description  of  men,  without  whose  as- 
sistance it  is  vain  to  expect  any  benefit  from  the 
fisheries ;  for,  if  the  merchants  at  present  engaged 
in  that  branch  possessed  the  whole  capital  of  the 
United  States,  yet  if  they  cannot  get  fishermen, 
they  cannot  carry  on  the  fishery.  This  is  done  by 
a  particular  class  of  men,  who  must  be  not  only  ex- 
pert seamen,  but  also  accustomed  to  taking  the  flsh 
and  curing  it  If  these  men  can  not  be  bad,  the 
capital  can  not  be  employed,  and  those  who  under- 
take the  business  cannot  carry  it  on,  or  reap  any 
profit  from  it 

Whilst  the  drawback  is  payable  only  to  the  mer- 
chant who  exports  the  fish,  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
vince the  fishermen  that  they  reap  from  it  any 
advanti^  whatever;  or,  if  the  more  discerning 
among  them  do  perceive  any  advantage  in  it,  the 
others  who  are  not  so  clear-sighted  cannot  discern 
it)  and  are  therefore  not  disposed  to  undertake  the 
business.  It  is,  however,  of  considerable  import- 
ance to  the  merchants  that  the  fisherman  should 
receive  a  proper  encouragement,  even  if  they  were 
obliged  to  allow  him  a  bounty  out  of  their  own 
pocket 

The  government  of  the  fishermen,  after  their  en- 
gagement in  this  business,  is  also  necessary  to  be 
provided  for ;  otherwise,  frequent  instances  may  oc- 
cur among  that  class  of  men  of  quitting  one  vessel 
to  embark  on  board  another,  or  of  shipping  them- 


selves for  a  foreign  voyage,  before  the  expintioD  of 
the  fishing  season.  In  the  latter  case,  the  vessel  lies 
useless  on  the  owner's  hands,  and  he,  together  with 
the  whole  expense  of  the  outfit,  loses  all  his  pros- 
pects of  future  gain. 

The  two  objects  here  mentioned  are  fully  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill.  Still,  however,  it  is  objected 
to.  But  what  is  the  objection  ?  It  is,  that  the  wori 
*'  h<ninty^  is  twice  used  in  this  clause.  Let  us  nov 
see  what  advantage  will  result  from  striking  oat  this 
obnoxious  "&e>un<y."  NoneatalL  The  bill  sap 
it  shall  cease ;  and  have  gentlemen  any  objection  to 
the  bounty's  ceasing?  Since  the  bounty  is  tooeas* 
by  this  bill,  what  advantage  in  striking  it  out  \  Tb 
sense  would  still  remain  the  same;  and  I  do  oot 
know  why  we  should  make  a  law  expressly  to  stnkt 
out  the  word  "  bounty,"  but  to  strike  out  the  boactT 
itselC 

It  is  strange  to  me  that  any  gentleman,  whether 
he  is  for  giving  a  great  bounty  or  no  bounty  at  ai 
should  quarrel  with  this  unfortunate  word.  Thtre 
is,  indeed,  one  part  of  the  section  which  I  wili 
readily  consent  to  strike  out,  and  I  believe  erery 
other  gentleman  who  is  in  favor  of  the  hi]}  wiil 
consent  to  it  likewise ;  and  that  is  the  clause  which 
provides  that  the  bounty  to  be  allowed  and  paid  oa 
every  vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  If,  when  the  vote  is 
taken  on  the  section,  there  does  not  appear  a  in*- 
jority  of  the  House  in  favor  of  striking  oat  the 
whole,  we  may  then  move  for  striking  out  the  fw- 
9»o,  if  it  be  offensive  to  any  gentleman.  If  it  be 
not  offensive,  it  may  remain. 

If  gentlemen  are  disputing  only  because  the 
word  "  bounty*^  is  in  the  bill,  they  may  be  perfectly 
relieved  from  their  uneasiness  on  that  score;  for 
the  bill  expressly  says,  "  that  the  bounty  now  al- 
lowed upon  the  exportation  of  dried  fish  of  the 
fisheries  of  the  United  States  shall  cease,  and^  in 
lieu  thereof,"  a  different  kind  of  encouragement  is 
to  be  given.  Here  is  no  reason  to  dispute  about  a 
word.  If  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  consent  to  tb« 
principle  of  the  bill,  that  the  drawback  of  the  da- 
ties  on  ^It  shall  be  commuted  for  a  certain  sun^ 
to  encourage  the  fishermen,  they  will  vote  in  faTf^r 
of  the  bill ;  if  not,  they  will  vote  against  it  But  ii 
is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive  why  any  gentle- 
man under  Heaven  should  be  against  it  It  is  on!y 
fixing,  for  the  merchants  engaged  in  this  branch,  a 
clear  and  equitable  ratio  for  distributing  amon^ 
the  fishermen  that  encouragement  which  thir 
think  necessary  in  order  to  attach  those  people  to 
the  business,  and  to  prevent  them  from  going  to  atlier 
occupations  on  land.  The  bill  is  an  important  one, 
and  will  increase  that  branch  of  business,  which; 
is  very  usefiil  to  the  community.  It  does  noti 
lay  a  farthing  of  bounty  or  duty  on  any  other  per- 
sons than  those  who  are  immediately  concerned  in 
it  It  will  serve  them,  and  will  not  injure  acr- 
body. 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  from  examining  the  sec- 
tion, he  conceived  it  contemplated  no  more  than! 
what  the  merchant  is  entitled  to  by  existing  laws. 
The  merchant  is  now  entitled  to  the  drawback; 
but  it  is  found  by  experience  that  the  effect  has  not: 
been  to  produce  that  encouragement  to  the  fisher- 
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men  which  was  expected ;  and  he  presumed  the  way 
wu  perfectly  clear  to  dye  a  new  directioii  to  the 
drawbtck,  and  this  is  all  that  is  Mined  at  in  the  hill. 
He  sopposed  that  the  clause  had  no  necessary  con- 
Dexion  with  the  oaestion  which  had  been  started 
respecting  the  right  of  the  Govemment  to  grant 
bounties;  bat,  since  the  question  had  been  brought 
ibnnrd,  it  may  be  proper  to  consider  it  In  dis^ 
cussing  the  question,  he  inquired,  What  has  Con- 
gress already  done  f  Have  we  not  laid  extra  du-^ 
ties  on  various  articles,  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  encouraging  various  branches  of  our  own  manu- 
&ctares?  These  duties  are  hauntie$  to  all  intents 
ind  purposes,  and  are  founded  on  the  idea  only  of 
their  conducing  to  Uie  ffeneral  interest.  Similar 
objections  to  those  now  advanced  were  not  made 
to  these  duties:  They  were  advocated,  some  of 
them,  by  gentlemen  from  the  Southward.  He 
traced  the  dfects  of  these  duties,  and  showed  that 
they  operated  fully  as  indirect  bounties. 

Mr.  L.  then  adverted  particularly  to  the  Ck>n8ti- 
tiition,  and  observed  that  it  contains  general  prin- 
ciples and  powers  only.  These  powers  depend  on 
partieuhr  laws  for  their  operation;  and  on  this 
ides,  ho  contended  that  the  powers  of  the  Govem- 
tauRt  must,  in  various  circumstances,  extend  to 
the  granting  bounties.  He  instanced,  in  case  of  a 
wsr  with  a  foreign  Power,  will  any  gentleman  say 
that  the  GeneriU  (Government  has  not  a  power  to 
grant  a  bounty  on  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  should 
the  general  wel&re  require  it  f  The  general  wel- 
&re  is  inseparably  connected  with  any  object  or 
pursuit  which  in  its  effects  adds  to  the  riches  of 
the  country.  He  conceived  that  the  argument  was 
giVen  up  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
when  they  admit  of  encouragement  to  the  fisher- 
men m  any  possible  modification  of  it  He  then 
adverted  particularly  to  the  fisheries,  stated  the 
oamber  of  men  employed,  the  tons  of  shipping 
necessaiy  to  export  the  fish  taken,  and  inferred  the 
loand  policy  of  encouraging  so  important  a  branch 
of  bosinesB. 

Gentlemen  say  that  we  do  not  want  a  navy. 
Grant  it;  but  can  they  say  that  we  shall  never 
have  a  war  with  any  European  Power?  May 
not  the  time  arrive  when  the  protection  to  the 
oommerce  of  thi»  country,  derived  from  this  source, 
may  be  of  the  utmost  necessity  to  its  existence? 
Averting  to  Mr.  Williamson's  objection  ftx)m 
the  unequal  operation  of  bounties,  and  who  had 
referred  to  the  article  of  the  Constitution  which 
sa^s  that  taxes  shall  be  equal  in  all  the  States, 
Mr.  L  observed,  that  this  article  in  the  Constitu- 
tion could  only  respect  the  rates  of  the  duties,  and 
that  the  same  duties  should  be  paid  in  Virginia 
tiial  are  paid  in  J^ew  York—at  the  Northward  as 
It  the  Southward.  It  surely  could  not  mean  that 
erery  individual  should  pay  exactly  the  same  sum 
in  eveiy  part  of  the  Union.  This  was  a  provision 
that  no  law  could  possibly  contemplate. 

He  concluded  bv  a  summary  recapitulation  of 
ois  ailments,  ana  saying  he  hoped  the  section 
voutd  be  reUined. 

Mr.  Maoison. — In  the  conflict  I  feel  between  my 
disposition  on  one  hand  to  afford  every  constitution- 
al encouragement  to  the  fisheries,  and  my  dislike  on 
2d  Com.— 13 


the  other,  of  the  consequences  apprehended  from 
some  clauses  of  the  bill,  I  should  have  forborne  to 
enter  into  this  discussion,  if  I  had  not  found,  that 
over  and  above  auch  arguments  as  i^pear  to  be 
natural  and  pertinent  to  the  subject,  others  have 
been  introduced  which  are,  in  my  judgment,  con- 
trary to  the  true  meaning,  and  even  strike  at  the 
characteristic  principles  of  the  existing  Constitu- 
tion. Let  me  premise,  however,  to  the  remarks 
which  I  shall  briefly  offer,  on  the  doctrine  main- 
teined  by  these  gentlemen,  that  I  make  a  material 
distinction  in  the  present  case,  between  an  allow- 
ance as  a  mere  commutation  and  modification  of 
a  drawback,  and  an  allowance  in  the  nature  of  a 
real  and  positive  bounty.  I  make  a  distinction 
also,  as  a  subject  of  &ir  consideration  at  least,  be- 
tween a  bounty  granted  under  the  particular  terms 
in  the  Constitution,  **  a  power  to  regulate  trade,** 
and  one  granted  under  the  indefinite  terms  which 
have  been  cited  as  authority  on  this  occasion.  I 
think,  however,  that  the  term  *'  bounty,"  is  in  every 
point  of  view  improper  as  it  is  here  applied,  not 
only  because  it  may  be  offensive  to  some,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  others  carries  a  dangerous  implica- 
tion, but  also  because  it  does  not  express  the  true 
intention  of  the  bill,  as  avowisd  and  advocated  by 
ito  patrons  themselves.  For  if,  in  the  allowance, 
nothing  more  is  proposed  than  a  mere  reimburse- 
ment of  the  sum  advanced,  it  is  only  paying  a 
debt;  and  when  we  pay  a  debt,  we  ought  not  to 
claim  the  merit  of  granting  a  bounty. 

It  is  supposed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  Con- 
gress have  authority  not  only  to  grant  bounties  in 
the  sense  here  used,  merely  as  a  commutation  for 
drawbacks,  but  even  to  grant  them  under  a  power 
by  virtue  of  which  they  may  do  anything  which 
they  may  think  conducive  to  the  "general  wel- 
hreJ"  This,  sir,  in  my  mind  raises  the  important 
and  fundamental  ques^on,  whether  tiie  general 
terms  which  had  been  cited,  are  to  be  considered 
as  a  sort  of  caption  or  genml  description  of  tbo 
specified  powers,  and  as  having  no  ftirther  mean- 
ing, and  giving  no  further  power  than  what  is 
found  in  t£at  specification ;  or  as  an  abstract  and 
indefinite  delegation  of  power  extending  to  all 
cases  whatever ;  to  all  such,  at  least,  as  will  admit 
the  application  of  money,  which  is  giving  as  much 
latitude  as  any  Government  could  well  desire. 

I,  sir,  have  always  conceived — I  believe  those 
who  proposed  the  Constitution  eonceived,  and  it 
is  still  more  fully  known,  and  more  material  to 
observe  that  those  who  ratified  the  Constitution 
conceived — that  this  is  not  an  indefinite  Govern- 
ment, deriving  its  powers  from  the  general  terms 
prefixed  to  tne  specified  powers,  but  a  limited 
Government,  tied  down  to  the  specified  powers 
which  explain  and  define  the  general  terms.  The 
gentlemen  who  contend  for  a  contrary  doctrine 
are  surely  not  aware  of  the  consequences  which 
flow  from  it,  and  which  they  must  either  admit 
or  give  up  their  doctrine. 

It  will  follow,  in  the  first  place,  that  if  the  terms 
be  taken  in  the  broad  sense  they  maintein,  the 
particular  powers  afterwards  so  carefully  and  dis- 
tinctly enumerated  would  be  without  any  mean- 
ing, and  must  go  for  nothing.    It  would  be  absurd 
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to  say,  first,  that  Congress  may  do  what  they  please, 
and  then  that  they  may  do  this  or  that  paiticular 
thing ;  after  giving  (Jongress  power  to  raise  money, 
and  apply  it  to  all  purposes  which  they  may  pro- 
nounce necessary  to  the  general  welfare,  it  would 
be  absurd,  to  say  the  least,  to  superadd  a  power  to 
raise,  armies,  to  provide  fleets,  &c.  In  fact,  the 
joeaning  of  the  general  terms  in  question  must 
either  be  sought  in  the  subsequent  enumeration 
which  limits  and  details  them,  or  they  convert 
the  Government  from  one  limited,  as  hitherto  sup- 
posed, to  the  enumerated  powers,  into  a  Govern- 
ment without  any  limits  at  all. 

It  is  to  be  recollected,  that  the  terms  "  c<mimon 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  as  here  used,  are  not 
novel  terms,  first  introduced  into  this  Constitu- 
tion* They  are  terms  familiar  in  their  construc- 
tion, and  well  known  to  the  people  of  America. 
They  are  repeatedly  found  in  the  old  Articles  of 
Confederation,  where,  although  they  are  suscepti- 
ble of  as  great  latitude  as  can  be  given  them  by 
the  context  here,  it ^ was  never  supposed  or  pre- 
tended that  they  conveyed  any  such  power  as  is 
now  assigned  to  them.  On  &e  contrary,  it  was 
always  considered  as  dear  and  certain,  that  the 
old  Congress  was  lin|ited  to  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers, and  that  the  enumeration  limited  and  explained 
the  general  terms*  I  ask  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves, whether  it  ever  was  suppMed  or  suspected 
that  the  old  Congress  could  give  away  the  moneys 
of  the  States  in  bounties,  to  encourage  agricul- 
ture, or  for  any  other  purpose  they  pleased  ?  If 
auch  a  power  had  been  possessed  by  that  body,  it 
would  have  been  much  less  impotent,  or  have 
borne  a  very  different  character  from  that  univer- 
sally ascribed  to  it 

The  novel  idea  now  annexed  to  these  terms, 
and  never  before  entertained  bv  the  friends  or  ene- 
mies of  the  Government,  will  have  a  further  con- 
sequence, which  cannot  have  been  taken  into  the 
view  of  the  gentlemen.  Their  construction  would 
not  only  give  Congress  the  complete  Legislative 
power  I  have  stated — it  would  do  more — ^it  would 
supersede  all  the  restrictions  understood  at  present 
to  lie  on  their  power  with  respect  to  the  Judiciary. 
It  would  put  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  estab- 
lish courts  throughout  the  United  States,  with 
cognizance  of  suits  between  citizen  and  citizen, 
and  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  This,  sir,  seems  to 
be  demonstrable ;  for  if  the  clause  in  question  really 
authorizes  Congress  to  do  whatever  they  think  fit, 
provided  it  be  for  the  general  welfare,  of  which 
they  are  to  judge,  and  money  can  be  applied  to  it, 
Congress  must  have  power  to  create  and  support 
a  Judiciary  Establishment,  with  a  jurisdiction  ex- 
tending to  all  cases  favorable,  in  their  opinion,  to 
the  general  wolfiue,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
have  power  to  pass  laws  and  apply  money,  pro- 
viding in  any  other  way  for  the  general  welfare. 
I  shall  be  reminded,  perhaps,  that  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  the  Judicial  Power  is  to 
extend  to  certain  cases  only,  not  to  all  cases.  But 
this  circumstance  can  have  no  effect  in  the  argu- 
ment, it  being  presupposed  by  the  gentlemen  that 
the  specification  of  certain  objects  does  not  limit 
the  import  of  general  terms.    Taking  these  terms 


as  an  abstract  and  indefinite  grant  of  power,  thej 
comprise  all  the  objects  of  legislative  reguktioo, 
as  well  such  as  hXl  under  the  Judiciaiy  artide  b  the 
Constitution,  as  those  Ming  immediatelj  oBder 
the  Legislative  article ;  and  if  the  partial  eooae- 
ration  of  objects  in  the  Legidative  article  do» 
not,  as  these  gentlemen  contend,  limit  the  ^enl 
power,  neither  will  it  be  limited  by  the  ptrtiil 
enumeration  of  objects  in  the  Judiciary  article. 

There  are  consequences,  sir,  still  more  exten- 
sive, which,  as  they  follow  deariy  from  the  do^ 
trine  combated,  must  either  be  admitted,  or  the 
doctrine  must  be  given  up.  If  Congress  csa  tsp^ 
money  indefinitely  to  the  general  welfare,  and  m 
the  sole  and  supreme  judges  of  the  genera]  wel- 
fare,  they  mav  take  the  care  of  religion  iDto  their 
own  hands ;  they  may  establish  teadien  in  eTei7 
State,  county,  and  parish,  and  pay  them  ont  of  the 
public  Treasury ;  they  may  take  into  their  em 
hands  the  education  of  children,  establishio;  in 
like  manner  schools  throughout  the  Union ;  tbej 
may  undertake  the  regulation  of  all  roads,  other 
than  post  roads*  In  short,  everything,  from  the 
highest  object  of  State  legislation,  down  to  the 
most  minute  object  of  police,  would  be  thrown  ns- 
der  the  power  of  Congress ;  for  every  object  1  hiTt 
mentioned  would  admit  the  application  of  mooef, 
and  might  be  called,  if  Congress  pleased,  prori- 
sions  for  the  general  welfue. 

The  language  held  in  various  dascossioas  of  this 
House,  is  a  proof  that  the  doctrine  in  qacstioe 
was  never  entertained  by  this  body.  Argumoits, 
wherever  the  sabject  would  permit,  have  constaot- 
ly  been  drawn  vrom  the  peculiar  nature  of  this 
Government,  as  limited  to  certain  ennmerated 
powersi  instead  of  extending,  like  other  GoTcn- 
ments,  to  all  cases  not  partioularly  excepted,  b 
a  very  late  instance — I  mean  the  debate  <hi  the 
Representation  bill — it  must  be  remembered,  that 
an  argument  much  urged,  particularly  bj  a  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  against  the  ratio  of 
one  for  thirty  thousand,  was,  that  this  Goren* 
ment  was  unlike  the  State  Governments,  whidi 
had  an  indefinite  variety  of  objects  within  th«r 
power ;  that  it  had  a  small  number  of  objects  oolj 
to  attend  to,  and  therefore  that  a  smaller  namW 
of  Representatives  woidd  be  sufficient  to  admin- 
ister it 

Several  arguments  have  been  advanced  to  abov, 
that  because,  in  the  regulation  of  trade,  indirect 
and  eventual  encouragement  is  given  to  nMoa- 
factures,  therefore  Congress  have  power  to  give 
money  in  direct  bounties,  or  to  grant  it  in  any 
other  way  that  would  answer  the  same  porpose. 
But  surely,  sir,  there  is  a  great  and  obrioua  differ- 
ence, which  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  enlarge  upon. 
A  duty  laid  on  imported  implements  of  hnsbaod- 
ry,  would,  in  its  operation,  be  an  indbrect  tax  os 
exported  produce;  but  will  any  one  say,  that  hj 
virtue  of  a  mere  power  to  lay  duties  on  import^ 
Congress  might  go  directly  to  the  prodooe  or  im- 
plements of  agriculture,  or  to  the  articles  exported  t 
It  is  true,  duties  on  exports  are  expressly  prohib- 
ited ;  but  if  there  were  no  article  forbidding  th^ 
a  power  directly  to  tax  exports  could  never  be  de- 
duced from  a  power  to  tax  imports,  although  sncb 
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a  power  might  directly  and  incidentally  affect  ex- 
ports. 

In  short,  sir,  without  going  farther  into  the  sub- 
ject, which  1  should  not  hayo  here  touched  on  at  all 
bat  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  I  venture  to 
declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that  were  the  powjer  of 
Congress  to  be  established  in  the  latitude  contend- 
ed for,  it  would  subvert  the  very  foundation,  and 
tnuumote  the  veir  nature  of  the  limited  Govern- 
ment established  by  the  people  of  America ;  and 
what  inferences  might  be  drawn,  or  what  conse- 
quences ensue  from  such  a  step,  it  is  incumbent  on 
Bs  all  well  to  consider. 

With  respect  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
for  itriking  out  the  clause,  it  is  immaterial  whether 
it  be  struck  out,  or  so  amended  as  to  rest  on  the 
arowed  principle  of  a  commutation  for  the  draw- 
back ;  but  as  a  clause  has  been  drawn  up  by  my 
colleague,  in  order  to  be  substituted,  I  shall  con- 
car  in  a  vote  for  striking  out^  reserving  to  myself 
a  freedom  to  be  governed  in  my  final  vote  by  the 
modification  which  may  prevail. 

Mr.  BoUKNE,  of  Manachusetts — 

Mr.  Chairmaa :  I  think  little  can  be  added  after 
10  fall  a  discussion  of  the  sulyect  before  you.  The 
object  of  the  first  section  in  this  bill  is  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  fishermen  and  their  owners. 
They  complain  that  the  law  now  in  force  was 
meant  for  their  benefit,  by  granting  a  drawback 
on  the  fish  exported ;  this  tbev  find  by  experience 
b  not  the  case,  for  they  say,  tnat  neither  the  fish- 
ermen who  catch  the  fish,  nor  the  importer  of  the 
salt,  receive  the  drawback ;  and  I  rather  suppose, 
lir,  it  is  the  caae.  The  owners  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  fishing  vessels  are  not  merchants,  neither 
do  they  import  the  salt  they  consume ;  but  when 
the  fisa  they  take  are  cured  for  market,  they  are 
sold  at  the  market  price;  and  it  frequently  hap- 
pens that  those  persona  who  purchase  the  fish  are 
not  the  exporters  of  them,  or  the  importers  of  the 
nit,  but  a  third  person,  who  purchases  with  a 
prospect  of  sdling  them  at  a  profit,  is  the  exporter ; 
and  when  it  so  happens,  neither  the  fisherman  who 
catches  the  fish,  nor  the  importer  of  the  salt,  re- 
ceive any  benefit  from  the  drawback,  unless  the 
pnrchaser  (the  third  person)  give  a  greater  nrice 
in  oontsmplation  of  tne  drawliack,  which  I  tnink 
\m  not  to  be  supposed.. 

is  it  worthy  the  attention  of  Government  that 
the  cod  fishery  should  be  preserved  ?  It  appears 
to  me  that  it  is.  When  we  consider  the  labor  and 
asndui^  bestowed  on  this  object  by  our  Ministers, 
at  the  settlement  of  peace  between  us  and  Great 
Britain,  and  the  care  then  taken  to  secure  this 
privilege,  as  appears  by  the  treaty — [here  Mr.  B. 
lead  that  part  of  the  treaty  which  secures  to  us 
the  fishery,  he  then  prooeeoed] — and  consider  the 
straggle  made  to  deprive  us  of  this  inestimable 
branch  of  commerce,  I  cannot  sujppose  that  any 
one  would,  at  this  day,  voluntarily  relinquish  it, 
and  sufier  Great  Britain  to  monopouze  this  branch, 
and  supply  the  Mediterranean,  French,  and  other 
narkets.  Cheat  Britain,  at  present,  ei^'oys  a  sufi|- 
cient  portion  of  this  commerce,  while  France  is 
confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  St  Peters  and 
Hi^uebn*    H  we  relinquish  this  branch  of  the 


cod  fishery,  what  is  left  us  ?  Our  whale  fishery  is 
nearly  at  an  end,  and  unless  Government  speeaily 
internose,  by  granting  relief,,  we  shall  totally  lose 
it.  Does  not  the  British  Government  wish  to  de- 
prive ua  of  this  branch  also  ?  Have  not  letters  or 
agents  been  sent  to  the  island  of  Nantucket,  as 
well  as  New  Bedford,  where  this  branch  of  busi- 
ness is  principally  prosecuted,  inviting  the  whale 
fishermen  to  remove,  and  ofiering  them  permanent 
settlements  at  Milford-Haven,  at  the  expense  of 
their  Government  "piis  must  be  viewed  as  a 
great  encouragement,  m  addition  to  their  bounties 
on  oil,  to  a  class  of  poor  men  employed  in  that 
business.  If  the  cod  fishery  is  reunquished,  the 
fishermen  have  only  to  remove  to  tne  opposite 
shore  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  will  find  encou- 
ra£;ement  fully-  adequate  to  their  servicee^-of  all 
which  they  are  not  unapprised.  By  encouraging 
this  class  of  men,  your  revenue  will  be  increased ; 
for  in  return  for  the  fish  exporte^,  you  will  receive 
sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  indigo,  molasses,  pimento, 
cotton,  dye-woods,  mm,  wine,  salt,  fruit,  and 
other  articles  subject  to  duty,  and  consumed  in 
the  country.  Andf  again,  your  Troasurv  will  re- 
ceive an  excess  by  the  provision  in  this  bill ;  for  I 
presume'  the  greater  proportion  of  vessels  employed 
m  this  business  are  m>m  twenhr  to  forty  tons ;  the 


very  moderate  voyage  indeed,)  ner  tonnage  is  sev- 
enty-five dollars;  the  drawback  on  exportation 
would  be  seven^-eiffht  dollars ;  so  that  your  Trea-^ 
aury  retains  three  oollars  gain  by  this  bill,  which 
would  be  a  loss  on  the  drawback. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  that  by 

granting  the  encouragement  to  the  fishermen  ana 
leir  owners,  held  out  in  the  bill,  would  prove 
very  beneficial  to  the  United  States,  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  section  before  you  will  not  be  struck  out 
At  this  point,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

TuxsDAT,  Febmaxy  7. 

Ordered^  That  the  petitions  of  the  tanners  of 
the  town  of  Newark,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey^ 
which  was  presented  yesterday,  be  referred  to  ^lr. 
BouDiNOT,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Thatcher,  Mr. 
Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Niles  ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  an  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  acid  apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives tiiereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  third  day  of  March,  1797 ; 
which  was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  stating  the  amount  of  the  subscrip- 
tions to  the  loans  proposed  by  the  act  making  pro- 
I  vision  for  the  puUic  debt,  as  well  in  the  dents  of 
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the  respective  States  as  in  the  domestic  debt  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  parts  which  remain 
nnsubscribed,  together  with  such  measures  as  are, 
in  his  opinion,  expedient  to  be  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject, pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  House  of  the 
1st  of  November  last;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered- to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

THE  FISHERY  BILL. 

The  House  i^B^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  CSom- 
mittee  of  the  M^ole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  encouraffe- 
ment  of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod  Fisheries,  and  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fishermen 
employed  therein." 

Mr.  Page  said  no  man  in  this  House  was  more 
heartily  disposed  to  encourage  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States  than  he  was;  nor  could  any  one  more 
sincerely  Wish  to  encourage  the  bold,  active,  and 
enterprising  adventurers  in  that  branch  of  our  com- 
merce to  persevere  in  it,  than  he  did ;  being  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  their  traffic  in  peace,  and  ot 
their  defence  of  their  country  and  annoyance,  of 
their  enemies  in  war.  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,*)  I  much 
doubt  whether  Congress  can  ^ive  that  encourage- 
ment to  the  fisheries  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and 
which  policy  would  lead  the  General  Government 
to  give,  were  it  not  restricted  by  the  Constitution. 
I  consider,  sir,  the  Constitution  as  intended  to  re- 
medy the  defects  of  the  Confederation  to  a  certain 
degree ;  so  far  only  as  would  secure  the  independ- 
ence and  general  welfare  of  the  Confederated 
States,  without  endangering  the  sovereinity  and 
independence  of  the  individual  States.  Congress, 
therefore,  was  authorized  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
Union,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  partly  for  that 
purpose,  and  partiy  to  prevent  improper  and  dan- 
gerous commercial  conibinations,  jealousies,  and 
altercations  between  the  States.  But  Congress 
was  not  intrusted  with  any  regulation  of  exports 
which  could  admit  of  an  interposition  which  might 
be  dictated  by  partiality ;  nor  was  Congress  per- 
mitted to  lay  any  tax  which  could  by  any  possi- 
bility operate  unequally  on  the  States  in  general 
It  is  said,  indeed,  tnat  if  a  drawback  be  not  allow- 
ed on  the  salt  used  in  saltinc^  fish,  there  will  be,  in 
fact,  a  duty  on  the  exportation  of  the  fish.  But  to 
this  I  think  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  Constitu- 
tion guards  the  exports  of  each  State  against  the 
possibility  of  a  partial  restriction  by  Congress,  or 
even  by  the  States  themselves ;  that  Congress  can- 
not lay  a  duty  on  the  exportation  of  rice,  indigo, 
tobacco,  &'c.,  or  any  other  article  exported  from 
any  State,  because  this  might  be  done  to  the  inju- 
ry of  the  State  where  such  duty  would  opeitite, 
and  to  the  advantage  and  aggrandizement  of  some 
particular  States,  its  competitors  more  favored  by 
the  General  Government,  or  possessing  more  in- 
fluence in  the  debates  of  Congress ;  and  that  the 
States  are  also  individually  restrained  from  lay- 
ing such  duties  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
to  prevent  acts  which  might  produce  jealousies, 
commercial  combinations,  and,  perhaps,  at  length, 
civil  dissensions.  That  this  restriction,  if  it  be 
intended  to  prevent  partiality,  thereforci  cannot 


extend  to  authorize  drawbacks,  which  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  partial  preferences  and  their  conseqncDt 
jealousies  i  that,  u  drawbacks  be  granted  at  sU, 
they  ought  to  be  universally  extended  to  ereiy 
article  which  is  or  can  be  exported  fitmi  any  of 
the  States,  having  ui  its  composition  a  dutiaUe 
ingredient ;  that  hence,  ships  ana  other  vessels,  &c, 
should  have  drawbacks  on  the  sails,  cordage,  iron, 
&c. ;  but  it  may  also  be  said  that,  as  tothe  dotjr 
on  salt,  that  is  amply  repaid  to  the  merdiant  bj 
the  price  annexed  to  his  fish :  the  sums  laid  out 
in  salt  and  fish  together  form  a  ca^tal  on  which 
he  takes  care  to  have  a  sufficient  profit.  Those 
merchants  employed  in  this  traffic,  if  allowed  a 
drawback,  would  have  a  preference  to  other  mer- 
chants, who  import  largely,  pay  heavy  duties,  and 
have  no  other  advantage  than  the  usual  advance 
on  their  goods.  The  exporter  of  any  article,  with 
a  drawback,  must  have  an  advantage  over  hi»  fel- 
low-citizens, who  purchase  through  neceasify  many 
dutiable  articles,  and  are  obliged  to  consume  them, 
without  any  other  benefit  than  the  use  of  them. 
I  mention  this  because  it  has  been  said  [bv  Mr. 
Ames]  that,  having  made  the  men  of  Marblehesd 
pay  for  salt,  they  have  a  right  to  demand  the 
money  expended  in  that  salt  on  the  exportation  of 
their  fish;  for  it  would  be  as  reasonable  for  the 
man  who  had  ate  his  fish  on  which  his  salt  mu 
expended,  or  who  had  used  any  other  article  for 
which  he  had  paid  a  duty,  to  claim  of  Congress  s 
return  of  his  money  expended  therein,  as  the  ex- 
porter of  fish.  The  only  difierenoe  is,  that,  if  both 
were  paid  the  exact  sum  so  expended  hr  ihemr 
the  exporter  of  fish  would  get  twice  paid.  The 
purchaser  or  consumer  of  his  fish  would  pay  hiia 
for  his  salt  therein,  as  if  it  were  sul»tantii^  fish, 
and  the  State  for  it  as  mere  salt.  Here,  then,  is  a 
field  for  partiality,  discontent,  and  oomplaiDta, 
which  the  Constitution  wisely  guards  against. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  be  to  any  purpose  to  tell  us 
that  a  bounty,  or  allowance,  as  it  is  now  called,  a 
preferable  to  a  drawback,  as  there  is  not  so  great 
room  for  fraud  in  the  one  as  the  other ;  nor  can 
it  be  of  importance  to  show  that  the  fishermen  hare 
not  the  profits  to  which  they  are  entitled.  That 
their  services  in  the  last  war  deserve  rewards,  Sx^ 
their  country  shared  with  them  the  glory  of  their 
gallant  behavior ;  but  they  alone  received  the  re- 
wards they  aimed  at.  The  twelve  hundred  ships 
they  took  was  a  compensation  for  services  and  a 
reward  for  those  exploits.  It  is  true,  they  annoy- 
ed the  enemy ;  it  is  certain  their  prizes  sometimes 
fed,  armed,  and  clothed  our  armies  ,*  but  it  is  not 
said  that  they  did  not  receive  payment  for  furnish- 
ing those  things. 

But  here  we  are  asked,  Is  it  not  of  great  consae-. 
quence  to  the  United  States  to  employ  those  bold, 
skilful  seamen  in  our  service  that  we  may  enjoy 
the  commercial  advantage  they  give  us  in  peace, 
and  their  powerful  assistance  in  war?  To  thi^  I 
reply,  that  it  ought  first  to  be  proved  that  Con- 
gress  has  the  power  and  authority  to  give  them 
the  encouragement  demanded;  and  even  if  Con- 
fess have  that  power,  it  ought  to  be  idiown  that 
it  can  be  extended  to  the  benefit  of  the  sailors  of 
some  of  the  States,  and  not  to  those  of  every  State. 
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It  may  ^  Mid  that  Congress  may  with  as  much 
propriety  give  boanties  to  our  hunters  in  the  West- 
ern coant^,  to  raise  up  a  nursery  of  soldiers  as  a 
bsnier  against  the  Indians,  and  to  promote  the  fur 
trade,  ts  to  give  drawbaclis  and  bounties  to  the 
fishennen  of  the  Eastern  States,  with  a  view  to 
eocourage  fisheries,  and  to  nise  a  nursery  of  sea- 
men for  their  defence  against  enemies  who  may 
iovade  our  Eastern  frontiers.  Indeed,  if  defence  bie 
the  object  in  view,  we  might  as  weU  give  bounties 
to  sturdy  Undsmen  to  be  in  readiness  and  constant 
training  for  war. 

bd^  sir,  I  confess  I  am  not  altogether  con- 
vineed  that,  if  Congress  have  this  power,  it  ought 
to  be  thus  exerted ;  because  it  is  not  dear  to  me 
that  those  fishermen  would  not  be  more  profitable 
to  the  United  States,  if  they  were  cultivating  the 
lands  which  now  lie  waste,  and  raising  families, 
which  would  be  of  ten  times  more  value  than  their 
fiaheriea.  A  nursery  of  virtuous  families,  which 
will  produce  soldiers,  sailors,  husbandmen,  and 
statesmen,  must  be  preferable  to  a  mere  nursery 
of  sailors,  who  generally  live  single,  and  often 
perish  at  sea.  I  always  look  upon  the  loss  of  a 
enw  to  an  infant  Republic  as  the  loss  almost  of  a 
new  Sute. 

I  speak  of  this  question,  however,  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  member  of  this  House. 
Were  I  to  discuss  it  as  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts, 
and  in  their  Legislature,  I  should  say,  as  the  State 
is  nearly  filled  with  inhabitants,  and  our  fishermen 
increase  our  commerce  in  peace,  protect  us  in  war, 
ud,  indeed,  even  enrich  us  by  their  prizes,  it  is 
onr  interest  to  encourage  them  to  the  utmost,  and 
to  prevent  their  going  into  the  service  of  other 
countries.  I  might,  therefore,  as  a  member  of  the 
Ugislatare  of  that  State,  do  all  in  my  power  to 
procore  bounties  for  them,  and  indeed  for  all  tiie 
uilors  belonging  to  that  State ;  but  I  should  not 
think  of  applying  to  Congress  for  their  assistance ; 
not  only  because  I  doubt  their  right  to  afford  it, 
bnt  because  I  should  look  upon  it  as  iu  some  de- 
gree derogatory  to  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  the  State.  I  should  Took  upon  such  an 
u)terference  of  Congress  as  A  step  towards  swal- 
lowing up  the  powers  of  the  State  Governments, 
^  as  consolidating  the  different  States  into  one 
Govemnent,  which  the  wise  and  virtuous  in  every 
State  always  protested  against  as  dangerous  to 
^eir  liberties ;  the  fear  of  which  consolidation  pre- 
vented many  good  men  from  voting  for  the  adoption 
of  the  new  Government. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  guarded  so 
much  against  a  possibility  of  such  partial  prefer- 
ences as  might  be  given,  if  Congress  had  the  ri|fht 
to  grant  them,  that,  even  to  encourage  learning 
and  useful  arts,  the  granting  of  patents  is  the  ex- 
tent of  their  power.  And  surely  nothing  could  be 
less  dangerous  to  the  sovereignty  or  interest  of 
^e  indimiud  States  than  the  encouragement 
which  might  be  given  to  ingenious  inventors  or 
promoters  of  valuable  inventions  in  the  arts  and 
Kienees.  The  encouragement  which  the  Gene- 
'sl  Government  might  give  to  the  fine  arts, 
to  commerce,  to  manufactures,  and  agriculture, 
might,  if  judiciously  applied,  redound  to  the  honor 


of  Congress,  and  the  splendor,  magnificence,  and 
"^eal  advantage  of  the  United  States ;  but  the  wise 
framers  of  our  Constitution  saw  that,  if  Congress 
had  the  power  of  exerting  what  has  been  called  a 
rojal  munificence  for  these  purposes.  Congress 
might,  like  many  royal  benefactors,  misplace  their 
munificence ;  might  elevate  sycophants,  and  be  in- 
attentive to  men  unfriendly  to  the  views  of  Go- 
vernment ;  might  reward  the  ingenuity  of  the  citiF 
zens  of  one  State,  and  neglect  a  much  greater 
genius  of  another.  A  citizen  of  a  powerful  State, 
it  might  be  said,  was  attended  to,  whilst  that  of 
one  of  less  weight  in  the  Federal  scale  was  totally 
neglected.  It  is  not  sufilcient,  to  remove  these  ol>- 
jections,  to  say,  as  some  gentlemen  have  said,  that 
Congress  is  incapable  of  partiality  or  absurdities, 
and  that  they  are  as  far  from  committing  them  as 
my  colleagues  or  myself.  I  tell  them  the  Consti- 
tution was  formed  on  a  supposition  of  human  frail- 
ty, and  to  restrain  abuses  of  mistaken  powers. 
The  Constitution  has  been  said  bv  some  one  to  be, 
like  answers  of  the  oracles  of  old,  capable  of  vari- 
ous and  opposite  constructions;  that  it  has  been 
ingeniously  contrived,  like  some  of  them,  to  suit 
two  eventa— a  Republican  or  a  Monarchical  issue. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  is  not,  in  some 
instances,  too  just  an  observation ;  nor  will  I  un- 
dertake to  deny  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
some  of  the  Convention  that  such  ambiguities 
might  be  in  their  Constitution,  to  correspond  with 
the  critical  and  ambiguous  state  of  the  American 
mind  respecting  Government;  but  I  will  boldly 
affirm,  that,  whatever  the  theories  of  that  day 
might  lead  some  to  think  respecting  the  applica- 
tion of  Monarchical  principles  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  no  one  can,  at  this  day,  pre- 
tend that  they  are  applicable  to  their  circumstan- 
ces, their  dispositions,  or  interests,  or  even  are 
agreeable  to  tne  wishes  of  the  people.  Even  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  when  the 
rights  of  men  had  not  been  so  thoroughly  investi- 

gated  as  they  since  have  been,  it  must  be  remeni- 
ered,  that  whole  States,  and  large  and  respectable 
minorities  in  other  States,  complained  of  and  ob- 
jected to  the  Aristocratical  and  Monarchical  fea- 
tures of  the  new  Government.  In  vain  did  the 
friends  of  the  new  Government — friends  of  order, 
of  union,  or  of  liberty — contend  that  the  powers 
granted  by  the  Constitution  which  appeared  so 
alarming  were  such  as  would  never  be  exerted  but 
when  all  good  men  would  acknowled^  the  ne* 
cessity  of  exercising  them,  and  that,  indeed,  they 
woula  be  explained  or  restrained  by  some  future 
amendments.  The  sagacious  and  eloquent  Herrt 
shook  his  head  at  such  promises,  sighed,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  will  of  the  majority — a  small  one, 
indeed — ^but  foretold,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart,  what  would  be  done  and  said  in  jus- 
tification of  every  measure  which  might  extend  the 
power  of  Congress. 

Is  it  politic  and  wise,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
exert  the  power  contended  for,  even  if  it  be  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution  ?  May  not  the  inter- 
ference of  Congress  in  the  business  of  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  Eastern  States,  excite,  if  not  envy 
on  account  of  a  suppo&ed  partiality,  a  jealousy  lest 
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Congress  undertake  to  intermeddle  in  the  com-^ 
mercial  regulations  of  other  States?  May  not 
Congress,  with  equal  propriety,  undertake  to  re* 
gulate  the  tobacco,  the  rice,  and  indigo  trade,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  fisheries  ?  If  they  intermeddle 
in  the  business  of  sailors,  why  not  in  that  of  ma- 
nufacturers and  farmers?  Where,  I  may  ask  with 
my  colleague,  may  they  not  go  on  in  their  zeal, 
and,  I  may  add,  in  their  laudlable  pursuit,  of  pro- 
moting the  general  welfare-'-and  how  totally  may 
they  be  mistaken?  If  jealousy  of  rival  States, 
instead  of  mutual  satisfaction  and  pleasure— if  dis- 
trust and  suspicion  of  Congress,  mstead  of  confi- 
dence in  their  measures,  *be  the  consequence — how 
will  the  Union  be  promoted,  or  the  General  6o- 
▼emment  secured?  However  virtuously  disposed 
the  present  membera  may  be,  Qind  I  am  i^eady  to 
applaud  their  honest  intentions,)  let  them  consMer, 
sir,  that  they  had  better  suppress  their  patriotic 
emotions,  than  give  a  pretext  for  their  successors 
to  abuse  the  powers  which  they  now  wish  to  ex- 
ert for  the  public  good.  I  know  they  will  quote 
the  opinion  of  as  wise  and  virtuous  a  citizen  as  is 
in  the  United  States.  I  know  his  patriotism,  and 
know  well  his  true  Republican  principles:  but, 
sir,  with  the  freedom  of  a  fellow-citizen,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  sayiufi^,  that  his  honest  zeal,  like  that  of 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  has  led  him  into  a  mistake.* 
That  able  statesman  and  virtuous  citizen,  like  the 
eloquent  advocates  of  the  bill,  has  considered  the 
acts  now  quoted  as  a  full  sanction  for  the  one  be- 
fore the  Committee.  But  I  am  6f  opinion,  that 
tiiose  acts  had  better  be  repealed  than  give  a  sanc- 
tion to  the  enacting  of  a  law  which  goes  to  the 
establishing  of  bounties,  or  drawbacks,  or  by  what 
ever  other  name  they  are  called,  which  may  be  used 
to  the  partial  encouragement  of  any  branch  of 
trade  or  employment  whatsoever.  I  shall  there- 
fore vote  against  the  bill  before  us,  and,  to  get  rid 
of  it,  shall  vote  for  striking  out  of  it  the  first  see^ 
tSon,  according  to  the  motion  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. As  a  member  of  this  House,  I  shall  think 
it  my  du^^  to  protect  the  fisheries,  and  every  other 
branch  or  our  commerce,  the  fishermen  as  well  as 
every  other  citizen,  as  far  a^  may  be  within  my 
ability;  but  I  am  not  permitted,  as  a  member  of 
Congress,  I  humbly  conceive,  to  select  the  fish- 
eries atid  fishermen  as  objects  of  more  consequence 
than  any  other  branches  of  trade,  or  persons  em- 
ployed in  them,  lest  Congress  should  not  only 
show  a  mistaken  attachment,  or,  even  if  judicious- 
ly placed,  excite  jealousies  and  discontents  be- 
tween the  States,  and  distrust,  destructive  of  their 
weight  and  influence.  Mv  constant  wish  has  been 
to  see  Congress  confined  to  such  acts  as  would 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  promote  the  general 
welfare,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  and  engage  the 
confidence  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

My  wish  is,  that  the  members  of  Congress 
would  leave  their  respective  States  in  the  full  en- 
ioyment  of  every  right  and  privilege  they  held 
Defore  their  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution, 
which  can  be  exercised  without  prejudice  to  the 
General  Government    Let  the  Legislatures  of  the 

'^*  Mr.  JKrrKisoM,  Secretary  of  State,  in  bis  Report  on  the  fith- 
ericfl. 


different  States  eneourage,  as  fkr  as  in  their 
the  commerce,  agriculture,  or  mannlkctaree  of  their 
respective  States ;  and  let  Congress,  as  Ikr  as  eaa 
be  consistent  with  the  most  steady  impartialitr, 

Stronize  their  patriotic  exertions,  by  wise  rego- 
jons  of  thehr  commerce  with  foreign  natioDs, 
such  as  may  open  as  fhll  an  inteicoarse  with  those 
nations  as  the  States  may  desire.  The  emiilatioQ 
of  the  sister  States  in  commerce,  manufactares,  or 
agriculture,  would  lead  to  the  early  establishment 
of  that  branch  of  either  to  which  each  State  might 
be  best  adapted.  This  rivalship  conld  prodnoe  do 
jealousy,  no  general  national  discontent  in  the 
States,  no  localities  in  Congreaa.  Virginia  would 
not  attempt  to  rival  Massachusetts  in  her  fisheries 
or  canying  business,  nor  will  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  rival  ^e  manufactories  of  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.  Each  State  may  refoice  to  see  its 
sister  States  enjoying  the  advantages  with  which 
Heaven  has  blessed  them ;  and  Congress,  if  con- 
fined to  subjects  whkh  admit  not  of  ioeal  eonad- 
erations,  may  debate  with  temper  and  decide  with 
unbiassed  judgment  I  confess  I  have  wished  that 
Congress  pos^ssed  the  power  that  the  firiends  of 
the  bill  tell  us  we  do  possess,  and  tell  lu  we  have 
exerted ;  but,  on  examining  the  Constitation  with 
a  Ttew  to  my  wish,  I  found  reason  to  think,  not 
only  that  Congress  has  not  that  power,  bat  that 
it  ou^ht  not  to  possess  it,  onless  the  CoDstitatioD 
was  intended  to  establish  a  consolidated  Govern- 
ment on  the  ruin  of  the  State  Legislatures ;  bat 
this,  I  conceive,  cannot  be  the  case,  because  the 
Constitution  guaranties  to  the  Staites  tiieir  respect- 
ive Republican  Goyemments.  The  general  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  no  doubt,  ought  to  be  (as  they 
are)  adequate  to  the  purpose  of  forming  a  more 
perfect  unum  than  subsisted  under  the  (SKifeden- 
tion,  to  establish  justice,  &c;  but,  as  they  ar» 
bound  to  guarantee  to  the  States  their  respectire 
Republican  forms  of  GoTcmment,  I  cuinot  eoo- 
oeive  how  any  of  these  powers  can  be  employed, 
consistently  with  the  ends  for  which  they  were 
given,  in  diminishing  the  power  and  sovereignty 
of  the  State  Legislatures.  How  Congress  can  m- 
terfere  in  the  regulations  respecting  the  merchants 
and  their  sailors  at  Marblehead  with  more  propri- 
ety than  with  those  at  Philadelphia,  NorfoUc,  or 
Charleston,  I  cannot  conceive ;  nor  how  this  in- 
terference could  take  place  without  alarming  those 
States,  I  know  not  Viewing  the  bill  before  us  in 
this  light,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  vote  against  it, 
and,  as  I  said  before,  to  get  rid  of  it,  shi^  vote  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  according  to  the  motion 
now  before  the  Committee. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
taken,  and  negatived — 82  to  28. 


Wedhesdat,  February  8. 

A  Message  was  recelTed  firom  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  a  statement  of  certun 
articles  of  expense,  which  hare  oocurred  in  the  De^ 
partment  of  Foreign  Affitirs,  and  for  which  no 
provision  is  made  by  law.  [The  expense  alloded 
to  was  incurred  for  the  relief  of  a  number  of  Ame- 
rican sailors,  impressed  in  England  to  serve  on 
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botrd  the  British  tiAvy.]  The  Megnge  and  ac- 
companying  Papers  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  examine  and  report 

The  gpcAKSB  kid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  certain 
commanications  with  the  Ezecatiye  of  Virginia 
rehtive  to  the  existing  temporary  defensive  pro- 
tection of  the  exposed  frontiers  of  that  State,  pur- 
suant to  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  wlueh  were  read,  and  ordered  io  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WHm,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the 
dumi  of  persons  under  particular  circumstances 
UiTBd  by  the  limitations  heretofore  established; 
vhich  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Binsov,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea« 
flory  on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Sands,  and  others, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

THB  COD  FISHRBIES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  •  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod-fisheries,  and  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fishermen 
emjplofed  therein.'* 

On  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  words ''  bounty 
oour  allowed,^  and  insert  aUomance  nmo  mads^ 
tc— 

Mr.  GiLts  observed,  that  he  conceived  the  vote 
of  yesterday  against  striking  out  the  first  section, 
was  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  granting 
GoTemaental  aid  to  the  fisheries;  the  inquiry 
of  to-day  will  be  on  what  terms  this  aid  shall  be 
gruited!  fie  felt  but  little  regret  at  the  decision 
of  yesterday,  because  he  had  himself  previously 
ooDtemplated  some  reasons,  not  unimportant,  to 
JQstily  that  decision,  and  others  had  been  suggest^ 
«d  by  serend  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate. The  principles  of  this  policy,  he  thought, 
however,  might  be  combatted  by  reasons  of  at  least 
eqwil,  and  as  fiir  as  he  was  able  to  judge,  of  para* 
moont  importance;  but  as  he  admitted  oonsidera- 
ble  weight  in  the  reasons  on  each  side  of  the  <{ttes- 
tioQ,  he  was  not  paiticulariy  tenacious  of  the  pre* 
fercnee  which  his  own  opinion  suggested.  When, 
he  first  mentioned  his  doubts  respecting  tiie  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill^  it  was  with  diffidence,  and  those 
doabts  in  some  measure  arose  from  an  idea  that 
the  bill  contained  a  direct  bouniy  upon  occupation ; 
upon  a  more  minute  examination,  he  thought  the 
hvm  boun^  unnecessarily  introduced  into  the  bill, 
and  that  the  obiect  of  it  could  be  answered  with- 
out the  use  of  terms,  which  might  hereafter  be 
deemed  to  contain  a  decision  upon  the  general 
principle  of  the  constitutional  right  to  grant  boun- 
ties; it  was  to  avoid  any  thing  which  might  wear 
the  appearance  of  such  a  decision,  that  induced 
him  to  make  the  present  motion. 

He  proceeded  to  remark,  that  as  great  a  dilfer- 
eoce  of  opinion  often  existed  respecting  the  precise 
meaning  of  the  terms  used,  as  the  consequences 
vhich  flow  firom  them  after  attaining  such  preci* 


sion  of  meaning; ;  and  it  is  of  importance  to  the 
present  discussion  that  an  accurate  definition  of 
the  terms  used  in  the  bill,  and  those  proposed  to 
be  used,  should  be  had.  The  avowed  object  of  the 
bill  is  not  to  increase,  but  to  transmute  the  sum, 
or  a  portion  thereof,  now  allowed  to  the  fisheries 
in  lieu  of  the  drawback  upon  salt,  frcm  the  mer- 
chant who  is  now  supposed  to  receive  the  s'le 
benefit,  to  the  fishermen  really  employed  in  the 
fishing  vessels.  This  is  a  mere  chimerical  project, 
but  if  it  be  admitted  that  this  is  the  object  to  be 
effected  by  the  bill,  the  term  bounty  is  improperiy 
applied. 

A  gentieman  fVom  Massachusetts,  [ICr.  Amis,] 
who  rests  the  defence  of  this  bill  almost  solely 
upon  this  position,  that  those  who  receive  the  ben- 
efit intended  by  it,  are  of  right  entitied  to  such 
benefit  in  consideration  of  a  previous  advancement 
in  value,  and  that  this  bill  contains  a  mere  permis* 
sion  to  them  to  retain  their  own,  has  at  the  san>e 
time  declared,  that  he  thought  the  term  bounty 
the  most  proper  and  technical,  to  convey  this  idea. 
In  this,  the  gentieman  appeare  to  have  deviated 
from  his  usu^  accuracy.  A  bounty  is  tiie  grant* 
ing  a  benefit  without  a  correspondent  return  in 
value ;  a  drawback  is  the  retaking  of  something  ib 
consideration  of  a  previous  advancement;  this  is 
always  founded  upon  a  consideration  previously 
received — ^that  is  a  grant  of  fiivor  «s  mere  motvu 
But  the  great  characteristic  distinction  between 
bounties  and  drawbacks  as  they  essentially  relate 
to  the  administration  of  this  Croivemment,  consists 
in  the  Governmental  olnects  to  which  they  may 
severally  be  applied:  mwbacks  are  necessarily 
confined  to  commercial  regulations ;  bounties  may 
be  extended  to  every  possible  object  of  Govern^ 
ment,  and  may  pervade  the  whole  nainutim  of  po« 
lice.  They  may  not  only  be  extended  to  commerce, 
but  to  learning^  agrieuUure,  rmmt^faeturei,  and 
even  the  $acredws$  of  religion  will  be  found  too 
feeble  to  furnish  complete  pnxtectno  from  their 
influence.  The  people  of  the  United  States  have 
always  been  scrupulously  tenacious  of  a  constitu- 
tional security  for  the  most  free  and  equal  ezercias 
of  this  right,  but  through  the  medium  of  bountieSi 
even  this  right  may  be  invaded,  and  tiie  only  se* 
curity  agamst  such  invasion  must  be  O&vtmmentai 
dueretion.  The  same  characteristic  distinction 
will  attend  that  ipecies  of  bounty  which  may  inci^ 
dentally  result  from  commercial  regulations ;  and 
direct  bounties  upon  occupation  founded  upon  the 
broad  basis  of  discretionary  right  The  specifica- 
tion in  the  Constitution  of  the  right  to  regulate 
commeroe,  may  possibly  in  some  oases  give  rise  to 
this  indirect  species  of  bounty,  not  from  any  right 
in  the  Constitution  to  grant  bounties,  but  as  the 
necessary  result  from  the  specified  right  to  make 
commercial  regulations ;  and  this  specification  can 
be  the  only  foundation  of  justification  to  this  indi- 
rect species  of  bounty,  but  there  is  no  specification 
in  the  Constitution  of  a  right  to  rejpdate  Uarmnff^ 
or  agricultnre^  moMtfucturetf  or  reltgi&ti^  and  so  fhr 
as  the  sense  of  the  Constitution  can  be  collected, 
it  rather  forbids  than  authorizes  the  exercise  of 
that  right 

Arguments  used  to  deduce  any  given  authority 
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from  the  tenn  general  welfare^  abetmctedlj  from 
the  specification  of  some  particular  authority,  are 
dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  rights  coDStitutionally 
reseryed,  and  ought  ever  to  be  viewed  with  great 
caution  and  suspicion.  They  serve  directly  to 
show  that  this  Qovemment  is  not  only  consolida- 
ted in  all  its  parts,  but  that  it  is  a  consolidated  Go- 
vernment of  unlunited  discretion ;  that  it  contains 
no  constitutional  limitation  or  restriction.  If  any 
given  authority  be  inferred  from  the  term  general 
welfare  in  the  abstract,  any  other  authority  is 
equally  deducible  from  it,  because  the  term  is  ap- 
plicable to  every  possible  object  of  Government, 
and  differs  only  in  degree,  as  to  the  several  Go- 
vernmental objects. 

He  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  novel  and  cu- 
rious distinction  taken  by  a  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut [Mr.  HiLLBousi,]  between  general  welfare 
and  partieulair  welfare;  for  e^ery  particular  wel- 
fare, however  minute,  may  be  in  a  deg^ree  for  the 
general  welfare,  and  if  the  decision  respecting  the 
existence  of  this  distinction,  have  no  other  limita- 
tion than  Congressional  discretion,  it  is  equally 
destructive  of  idl  constitutional  restraint  Gentle- 
men who  have  advocated  this  principle  of  con- 
BtrucUon,  appear  startled  at  some  consequences 
suggested  to  result  from  it,  and  have  denied  that 
they  have  made  the  admission  of  such  consequen- 
ces. This  IS  true,  nor  have  those  in  reply  so 
asserted,  but  they  have  taken  up  the  principles  of 
construction  furnished  by  its  advocates,  and  made 
the  application  of  it  to  the  consequences  which 
they  themselves  infer ;  and  if  the  principle  be  ad- 
mitted, it  is  undeniable  that  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  it  will  necessarily  follow  in  their  utmost 
latitude. 

A  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Babn- 
wsll]  confidently  spoke  of  the  inherent  rights  of 
this  Government ;  this  is  a  new  source  of  autho- 
rity, and  totally  inapplicable  to  this  Government 
If  there  be  inherent  rights  in  Governments  at  all, 
they  must  belong  to  Governments  growing  out  of 
a  state  of  society,  and  not  to  a  Government  deriv- 
ing all  its  authorities  by  charter  from  previously 
existing  Governments,  or  the  people  of  those  Go- 
vernments. In  such  a  Government,  the  exercise 
of  every  authority  not  contained  in  the  instrument, 
or  deducible  from  it  by  a  fair  and  candid  construc- 
tion, is  an  unjustifiable  assumption  and  usurpation. 
He  did  not  mean  to  analyze  this  subject  further  at 
this  time,  and  had  been  led  into  these  general  re- 
marks, because  the  impatience  of  the  Committee 
to  have  the  question  upon  striking  out  the  section, 
had  caused  him  to  refrain  from  delivering  these 
sentiments  at  that  time. 

He  would  remark  further,  that  bounties  in  all 
countries  and  at  all  tiroes,  have  been  the  effect  of 
fiivoritism;  they  have  only  served  to  divert  the 
current  of  industry  from  its  natural  channel,  into 
one  less  advantageous  or  productive  ;  and  in  fact, 
they  are  nothing  more  than  Governmental  thefis 
committed  upon  the  rights  of  one  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  an  unmerited  Governmental  munifl- 
eenee  to  the  other.  In  this  country,  and  under  this 
Government,  they  present  an  aspect  peculiarly 
dreadful  and  drfifrmed. 


To  contemplate  the  suMects  upon  whidi  boun- 
ties are  to  operate  in  the  United  States,  the  nature 
of  the  Government  to  dispense  them,  the  State 
preferences  which  now  do  and  will  f<M«ver,  more 
or  less,  continue  to  exist,  the  impossibilify  of  an 
equal  operation  of  bounties  throughout  the  United 
States,  upon  any  subject  whatever,  should  be  con- 
sidered ;  and  one  of  these  two  effects  will  necessa- 
rily follow  the  exercise  of  them ;  either  the  vefy 
existence  of  the  Government  will  be  destroyed,  or 
its  administration  must  be  radically  changed,  it 
must  be  converted  into  the  most.complez  system 
of  tyranny  and  favoritism. 

He  observed,  that  it  is  not  unfrequent  at'  this 
time  to  hear  of  an  Eastern  and  Southern  interest, 
and  he  had  for  some  time  silently  and  in^gnantly 
seen,  or  thought  he  saw,  attempts  by  this  means 
to  influence  the  deliberations  of  this  House  upon 
almost  every  important  question.  So  fio-  as  he 
was  the  insulted  object  of  these  attempts^  he  fdt 
that  contempt  for  their  authors,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  correspondent  tribute  to  the  im- 
purity of  their  designs ;  yet  he  thought  that  this 
had  been  the  most  formidable  and  enedual  mini- 
eterial  machine  which  had  been  yet  uaed  in  the 
administration  of  Government  But  one  gmt 
mischief  he  apprehended  from  establishing  the 
principle  of  the  unrestrained  right  to  grant  boun- 
ties, will  be,  that  it  will  make  the  diflerence  of 
interest  between  Eastern  and  Southern,  so  far  as 
they  differ  in  their  respective  States  of  mann&c- 
ture  and  u;riculture,  real,  which  is  now  only  ideal 
It  will  make  that  party  real,  which  is  now  artifi- 
cial The  jealousies  and  suspicions  arising  from 
partpy  will  then  have  a  substantial  foundatio&, 
which  now  have  no  foundation  in  fact^  but  are  io- 
geniously  stimulated  by  a  few,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  particular  objects ;  as  long  as  we  Govern- 
ment shall  be  administered  liberally  and  impa^ 
tially,  as  long  as  the  principle  of  reciprocal  demaod 
and  supply  between  East  and  South  shaU  remain 
inviolate,  so  long  there  can  exist  no  essential  dift- 
tinct  interest  between  them ;  but  the  instant  boun- 
ties or  Governmental  preferences  are  granted  to 
occupation,  that  instant  is  created  a  separate  and 
distinct  interest,  not  wholly  between  East  and 
South,  but  between  the  manufacturer  and  the  cul- 
tivator of  the  soil  There  will  still  exist  a  com- 
munity of  agricultural  interest  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  not  iar 
distant,  when  a  common  sympathy  will  be  ielt  by 
the  whole  of  that  class  of  the  community.  For 
these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with,  and 
amended,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  with 
amendments  which  the  House  immediately  took 
into  consideration  and  adopted.  The  bill  was  then 
further  amended,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursoat,  February  9. 

THE  COD  FISHERIEa 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  ad 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod 
Fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and  govemment 
of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,"  together  with 
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the  amendoMnte  thereto,  was  read  the  third  time ; 
tod  the  question  being  put  that  the  same  do  pass, 
it  WW  resohed  in  the  affirmative — ^jeas  88,  nays 
21,  as  follows : 

TiA&— MeiariL  Fiaher  Amea,  Robert  Barnwell,  Eg^ 
bert  Benaoo,  Eliaa  Boudinot,  Shearjaahub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jimin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Tho- 
mas Fitaaimona,  Elbridge  Oerrr,  Nicholaa  Oilman, 
Beojamia  Goodhue,  Jamea  GNirdon,  Andrew  Gran, 
Samuel  Griffin,Thomaa  Hartley,  Jamea  Hillhonae,  jSk- 
aiel  Huger,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lauranoe,  Amaaa 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee^  Samuel  Livermore,  Jamea 
Madiflon,  Frederick  Augustna  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel 
in]ea,*Coroelio8  C.  ScfaooDroaker,  Jeremia]^  Smith,  Is- 
rael Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Sturgea,  Peter  SyWeatcr,  George  Tliatcher,  Thomaa 
Tredwell,  John  Yining,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  and  Ar- 
temaa  Ward. 

NATa— Meaera.  John  Baptiat  Aahe,  Abraham  Bald- 
viD,  John  Brown,  WUliam  E  Gilea,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heiater,  Philip  Key,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Jobn  Francia  Meroer,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vana 
HnmiT,  John  I^ige,  Joaiah  Parker,  Joahua  Seney, 
John  Steele,  Thomaa  Sumpter,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  William- 
MB,  and  Fkaneie  WiUia 

Beiolted,  That  the  title  of  the  said  bOl  be, '« An 
act  oonceming  certain  fisheries  of  the  tTnited 
States,  and  for  the  reguUition  and  goyemment  of 
the  fishermen  employed  therein." 

Mr.  LAuaAKCK  presented  a  petition  from  the  tan* 
ners  and  curriers  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying 
relief  from  the  hardships  they  labor  under,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  exportation  of  tanners*  bark.  Re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac. 

The  House  then  resolyed  itself  into  s  Ckimmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  W.  Smttb  in  the  Chair,  on 
t  bQI  (receiyed  from  the  Senate)  relative  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall 
act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 
both  of  President  and  Vice  President 

The  ninth  section  was  struck  out,  in  which  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  was  desig- 
nated to  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in 
both  of  the  aboTe  mentioned  offices. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  add  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  appointing  the  senior  Associate  Judge  as 
the  person  to  fill  the  vacancy.  A  motion  was  made 
to  amend  this  proposition,  by  substituting  tho  Secre- 
tary of  State,  instead  of  the  senior  Associate  Judge. 
A  short  debate  ensued,  after  which,  the  Committee 
rose  without  taking  the  question,  reported  progress, 
ud  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  February  10. 

Se9ohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  lay  before 
the  House  copies  of  such  laws  as  have  been  adopted 
and  published  by  the  Qovemor  and  Judges  of  the 
territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  sitting  member,  and  the  petitioner,  James 
Jackson,  at  the  request  of  either  party,  with  copies 
of  all  such  documents,  evidences,  and  testimony, 


as  are  in  his  possession,  or  that  may  come  to  the 
bands  of  the  Spbakss,  previous  to  the  time  of  try- 
ing the  validity  of  the  election  of  a  member  to 
represent  the  lower  district  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia^ in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  **  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of 
a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President, 
in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President 
and  Vice  President  ;**  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  and  are  as 
follow : 

Strike  out  the  nindi  section,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

**  And  he  itfwrther  enaeted,  That,  In  case  of  removal, 
death,  reaignation,  or  inabilitjr,  both  of  the  Preaident 
and  Vice  fteaident  of  the  United  States,  the  Preaident 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  caae  there  ahall  be  no 
Preaident  of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houee  of  Repreaentativea  for  the  time  being,  ahall  act 
aa  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea,  until  the  diaability 
be  removed,  or  a  Preaident  ahall  be  elected." 

In  Keu  of  the  said  ninth  section,  insert : 

**  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That,  in  caae  of  removal, 
death,  reaignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  for  the  time  being,  ahall  act  aa  Preaideut  of  the 
United  Statea,  until  the  maability  be  removed,  or  a  Pre- 
aident ahall  be  elected." 

Whereupon,  the  said  first  amendment  being  again 
read,  and  the  question  put  to  strike  out  the  said 
ninth  section,  in  the  wonis  following : 

**  And  he  itjurther  eneieted,  Thai,  in  caae  of  removal, 
death,  reaignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea,  the  Preaident 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  caae  there  ahall  be  no 
Preaident  of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  Houae 
of  Repreaentativea,  for  the  time  beiug,  ahall  act  aa  Pre- 
aident of  the  United  Statea,  until  the  diaability  be  re- 
moved, or  a  Preaident  ahall  be  elected." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  82,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

TsA& — John  Baptiat  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Thomaa  Fitaaimona,  William  R  Gilea,  Nicho- 
laa Gilman,  Andrew  Gresg,  William  Bany  Grove,  la- 
rael  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Jamea  Madi- 
aon,  John  Francia  Meroer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
Auguatua  Muhlenberg,  William  Vana  Murray,  John 
Pa^,  Joaiah  Parker,  Joahua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stnrgea,  Thomaa 
Sumpter,  George  Hiatcher,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Abraham 
Venable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayue,  Alexander 
White,  Hugh  Williamaon,  and  Francia  Willia. 

NAva— Fiaher  Amea,  Robert  Barnwell,  ESgbert  Ben- 
son, Eliaa  Boudinot,  Shearjaahub  Bourne,  Benj.  Bourne, 
Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Daniel  Heiater,  Jamea  Hillhouae,  Daniel  Huger,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Amaaa  Leaned,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Conelioa  C.  Schoonmaker, 
William  Smith,  Peter  Sylveater,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker, 
and  Jeremiah  Wadaworth. 
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Th6  second  amendment  being  again  read,  and  the 
question  put  to  insert  in  lieu  of  vkt  said  ninth  sec- 
tion, the  words  following: 

**  And  be  it  further  enaeied,  Hiat,  in  case  of  removAl, 
death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  President  of  the 
tlnited  iStates,  until  the  disabilitj  be  remored,  or  a 
President  shall  be  elected." 

It  was  resolyed  in  the  affirmati?e. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  (arther  consider- 
aUon  of  the  said  bill;  made  some  progress  therein, 
and  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  13. 

Ordered^  That  a  Committee  be  ^pointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  biU  or  bills  to  continue  an 
act  entitled  *'  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland, 
Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Proyidenoe  Plan- 
tations;** and  that  Mr.  Stbrrbtt,  Mr.  Bourns, 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  be  of  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
bill  seat  from  the  Senate  entitled  *'  An  act  rela- 
tiye  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Viae  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States^  and  decUring  the  officer 
who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies  in 
the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  President;" 
Whereupon — 

BesolMd^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  again  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

APPORTION BCENT  BILL; 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Apportionment  of 
BepresentatiTes  among  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives, after  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven — Mr. 
SitrrB,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  Chair.  The  bill 
was  read  through  bjr  the  Clerk. 

The  first  section  being  repeated  by  the  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Senst  moved  that  the  blank  shoi^d  be 
filled  with  the  word  "  thirty,**  which  would  deter- 
mine that  the  ratio  of  representation  should  be 

ao,ooo. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hillhousi,  on 
the  old  ground  of  its  unequal  operation. 

Mr.  GsaaT  replied  to  Mr.  Hillhouse.  He 
observed  that  this  apportionment  on  the  aggregate 
Federal  number  would  be  more  equal  than  by  the 
ratio  of  88,000 ;  but  this  had  been  rejected  by  the 
Senate;  and  as  the  ratio  of  83,000  would  not  per- 
fectly cure  the  difficulty,  and  would  operate  to  re- 
duce the  whole  number  of  the  Representatives,  he 
conceived  ^t  no  n^w  light  had  been  thrown  on  the 
subject  to  induce  the  House  to  consent  to  such  dimi- 
nution. 

Mr.  Mkrckr  entered  into  a  general  view  of  the 
subject  He  supported  a  large  representation,  and 
urged  its  importance,  as  it  respects  the  democrati- 
cal  part  of  the  community.    The  theory  of  Gro- 


vemment  is  the  same,  whether  it  respects  t  free 
or  a  despotic  Government;  it  is  not  a  small  num- 
ber that  can  govern  in  any  country.  Standing 
armies  supply  in  Despotic  Governments  the  place 
of  a  large  representation  in  a  Free  Oovemmmt 
Still,  the  operations  of  Government^  in  both  cases, 
depend  on  a  large  number  of  people. 

Tbe  question  for  mseiting  80,000  was  curied  b 
the  affirmative~80  to  21. 

Mr.  Mkrcbr  then  moved  to  strike  out  ^ 
third  day  of  March,  1798,**  and  to  insert  **  the  fintj 
day  of  October,  1792** — ^referring  to  the  period  when 
the  States  shall  be  represented  by  the  number  aii* 
sing  from  the  first  enumeration.  He  informed  the 
House  that  Virginia  had  already  made  provision  to 
send  forward  their  supplementary  numbers.  Ht 
urged  the  right  of  the  States  respectively  to  fiH 
up  their  representation  agreeaUy  to  tbe  enume^ 
ation,  &C. 

Mr.  Gerbt  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLHOiTSB  suggested  another  mode.  Ht 
proposed  that  the  present  Congress  should  expire 
after  the  present  session,  and  a  new  House  be  dec- 
ted  agreeable  to  the  census,  to  meet  at  the  time  tft 
which  the  present  Congress  may  be  a^oomed  He 
urged .  many  advantages  Which  would  result  hom 
this  plan. 

Mr.  Mbbcbe  said,  his  idea  was,  that  tbe  choasii^ 
these  additional  members  woi^  be  only  filling  ap 
vacancies. 

Mr.  MuaaAT  was  for  striking  out  **the  third 
day  of  Mar^  1798,**  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
an  earlier  day.  The  great  objection  is  its  incoo- 
venience.  It  is  said  the  members  whidi  nam 
compose  this  House  will  have  to  continue  by  law 
another  session,  and  the  supplemental  members 
would  have  to  continue  but  to  fill  the  intermediate 
space  of  time  from  the  election  to  tiie  8d  of  March. 
lie  begged  gentiemen  to  give  him  leave  to  say, 
that  the  only  possible  obstacle  to  thehr  thinking  aa 
he  did  arose  from  themselves'— from  a  desire,  he 
would  not  say  how  disinterested,  to  continue  ia 
power  longer  than  they  were  entitled  to  remain 
under  the  Constitution.  The  act  of  Congrea 
declaratory  of  the  time  which  members  were  to 
continue  was  the  sole  obstacle  to  the  gratificatioo 
of  Uie  people  in  one  of  their  best  rights.  Has 
act,  founded  in  error,  ought  previously  to  be  r^ 
pealed,  and  then  no  difficulty,  either  from  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  or  frtnn  tnoon- 
venience,  could  be  raised  to  the  wish  that  the 
additional  Representatives  should  take  their  seats 
immediately  after  the  next  general  election.  This 
act  produced  a  mischievous  and  unthoogfat'of 
solecism  in  the  Government  It  separated  repre* 
sentation  from  confidence,  and  violated  responsi- 
bility, which  is  the  very  soul  of  the  Govemmeot 
The  people  could  not  but  be  astonished  that,  after 
the  last  general  election,  the  members  of  Congress 
whom  they  bad  not  chosen  still  continued  there 
to  hold  their  seats,  and  to  act  as  upon  their  confi- 
dence and  trust  Surely  one  of  the  most  obvioos 
truths  in  a  Government  by  representation  is,  that 
election  shall  be  the  criterion  of  confidence,  and 
that  a  continuance  to  discharge  a  trust  after  it  is 
withdrawn  overturns  every  idea  of  representation. 
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He  wished  the  Committee  to  reflect  thai  the  prin* 
dpil  objection  to  the  motion  was  easilj  removed, 
if  memheiB  would  act  a  disinterested  part;  and 
that  if  it  he  admitted  that  the  duration  of  the  pre- 
sent Congress  is  the  objection  to  the  admission 
of  the  supplemental  members,  gentlemen  cannot 
b«atftte  between  the  gratification  of  what  evi- 
dently appears  to  be  the  rights  of  the  people,  under 
I  &ir  o(Ki8truotion  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  de- 
drntory  law,  which  is  reptekbie,  and  which  is 
80  contrary  to  reason.  The  objection  is  remova- 
ble—the right  is  permanent  It  is  certainly  of 
more  consequence  to  adhere  tonhe  principle  of  a 
jiut  and  numerous  representation,  and  to  adopt  an 
early  day  to  give  it  operation,  than  to  give  the 
principle  the  go-bj,  merely  to  support  a  stretohed 
duration  of  our  term,  under  a  law  that  oversets 
the  most  obvious  truths  and  reasoning  on  repre- 
sentation. As  to  the  members  from  Georgia,  if 
the  law  giving  an  extra  term  to  the  seats  of  mem- 
b«8  was  not  repealed,  he  would  still  vote  for 
Georgia's  having  three  nfiembers  till  the  term  ex- 
pired; but  at  all  events  he  hoped  the  motion  would 
beagreedto. 
The  motion  was  finally  disagreed  ta 


TuHSDAT,  February  14. 

Mr.  SnaRrrr,  firom  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to 
continue  for  a  longer  time  "  An  act  declaring  the 
asRot  of  Congress  to  certein  acte  of  the  States  of 
Haiyland,  Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantetions,''  so  far  as  the  same  respecte 
the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations;  which  was  received,  and  read 
twice  and  committed. 

ELECTION  OP  PRESIDENT,  Aa 

The  House  agam  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  **  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
P^dent  and  Vice  Pr^ident  of  the  United  Stetes, 
and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President, 
in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President 
and  Vice  President." 

A  motion  made  yesterday,  to  insert  a  clause  re- 
stricting the  number  of  Electors  to  the  number  of 
the  present  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
bdng  put  and  negatived-^ 

Mr.  GsRBT  moved  to  insert  a  clause  which 
specifies  that  **the  Electors  shall  be  equal  to  the 
number  of  Senators  and  Representetives  to  which 
the  several  States  may  by  law  be  entitled  at  the 
time  when  the  President  and  Vice  President  thus 
to  be  chosen  should  come  into  office :  ProvidUdy 
^vayi.  That  where  no  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  have  been  made  after  any  enume- 
ration, at  the  time  of  choosing  Electors,  then  the 
nomber  of  Electors  shall  be  according  to  the  ex- 
isting apportionment  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tires." 

This  motion,  with  very  little  objection,  was 
adopted;  its  propriety  will  appear  irom  the  fol- 
lowing remarlu  made  by  Mr.  MuBi^r,  who  said 


he  was  in  fiivor  of  the  whole,  both  the  proposition 
and  the  proviso :  the  fi^t  meditetes  a  more  equal 
representation  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
America  in  the  election  of  the  two  great  officers 
of  the  State ;  the  proviso  guards  agamst  a  confu- 
sion which  might  take  place  without  the  provi- 
sion. The  present  representetion  in  Congress  is 
by  no  means  equal;  the  States,  in  their  conven- 
tional deliberation,  produced  the  present  propor- 
tion of  Representatives  more  from  compromise 
than  authenticated  data ;  no  census  had  then  mea- 
sured to  the  public  the  proportions  of  population 
which  one  State  bore  to  another ;  and  Represent- 
atives, including  Senators  and  Electors  of  I^esi- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  being  the  same  In  num- 
ber, and  the  scale  of  Representatives  being  nn* 
founded  in  fiicts  and  evidence,  the  inequiality, 
which  is  evident,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  This 
proposition  remedies  the  inequality;  the  proviso 
was  not  perfectiy  agreeable  to  his  wishes ;  but  as 
it  refers  the  number  of  Electors  to  a  scale  of  repre- 
sentetion ascertained  by  an  acttial  enun^ration, 
and  at  tiie  same  time  will  remove  the  probabilibr 
of  confusion  by  making  each  Stete  uniform  with 
others  as  to  the  rule  of  fixing  the  number  of  Elect* 
ors,  he  should  vote  for  it  This  was  a  great  olgect 
attained.  It  is  not  a  difficult  thing  to  foresee, 
without  jealousy  or  suspicion,  that,  unless  the 
States  are  uniform  as  to  the  rule  of  apportioning 
Electors,  the  repose  of  the  Union  might  be  vio- 
lated. Should  this  law  refer  to  an  apportionment 
to  be  hereafter  made  by  Congress,  this  event 
might  take  place.  A  disagreement  might  happen 
between  this  House  and  the  Senate,  and,  in  the 
tumulte  and  contumacy  bv  which  they  might  be 
agiteted  towards  each  other,  no  apportionment 
might  be  made;  in  this  ^tuation.the  Executive 
would  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
the  order  of  things  violentiy  deranged.  But  even 
if  the  people,  having  a  census  before  them,  though 
not  acted  on  br  Congress,  were  to  make  tiieir 
elections  agreeably  to  what  might  be  their  respect- 
ive ideas  of  the  apportionment  to  which  the  cen- 
sus apparently  entitied  them,  ret  we  are  not  veiv 
tein  that  they  would  all  act  by  a  uniform  rule ; 
and,  if  they  acted  without  such  mle,  there  might 
appear  before  the  tribunal  of  the  public  two  Pre- 
sidents, or  two  men  Of  great  power  claiming  the 
Presidency  of  America.  This  would  be  an  evil 
of  great  and  alarming  size,  and  one  which  he  so 
much  deprecated,  that  he  willingly  yielded  to  the 
proviso,  which  he  thought  woula  tend  to  lessen 
the  opportunity  by  which  designing  men  could 
effect  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Said  bm  be  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 


Wedxesdat,  February  15. 

The  bill  sent  iirom  the  Senate,  entitied  **  An  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Stetes,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  in  case  of  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Yice 
President,"  together  with  the  amendmente  thereto, 
was  read  the  thnrd  time  and  passed. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  tc- 
qoaint  th(»  Senate  therewith. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the  officers 
of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses," 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  S0un  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an 
Apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  according  to  the  first  Enumeration, 
and  making  provision  for  another  Enumeration 
and  an  Apportionment  of  Representatives,  after 
the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Thubsdat,  February  16. 
APPORTIONMENT   BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  biU  for  an  Apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  among  the  several  States 
according  to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making 
provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and  an  appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  thereon,  to  compose 
the  House  of  Representatives  after  the  8d  day  of 
March,  1797. 

^  Mr.  ViNiNo's  proposition  being  under  considera- 
tion— ^the  first  article  of  which  is,  that  New  Hamp- 
shire shall  be  entitled  to  five  Representatives — 

Mr.  LiVBBMOBB  rose  in  support  of  the  general 
principle  of  the  proposition,  which  is  to  apportion 
the  Representatives  agreeably  to  the  aggregate 
number  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  he 
urged,  in  brief,  the  arguments  which  had  before 
been  adduced  on  the  importance  of  making  the 
representation  as  equal  as  possible,  and  concluded 
with  saying  he  hoped  that  the  number  proposed  for 
New  Hampshire  (five)  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  that  if  New  Hampshire  should 
have  five  members,  Georgia,  according  to  its  present 
number,  which  is  about  one  half  of  that  of  New 
Hampshire,  would  be  entitled  to  three — but  this  is 
not  proposed,  nor  do  the  members  from  that  State 
exnect  it  should  be. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  observed,  that  apportioning  Re- 
presentatives to  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  the  prin- 
ciple contended  for  by  the  gendeman  from  New 
Hampshire,  would  give  Virginia  twenty-four  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  NiLBs  supported  the  proposition.  He  urged 
that  the  fi'actions  would  be  diminished  on  the  whole 
by  it;  and  though  perfect  equality  is  not  attainable, 
he  could  not  conceive  on  what  gentlemen  founded 
their  opposition  to  that  plan  which  came  the  nearest 
to  this  equality :  and  as  the  Constitution  fully  war- 
rants a  liberal,  though  strictly  just  construction,  the 
apportionment  now  contemplated  he  hoped  would 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Madison  repeated  the  substance  of  what 
he  had  before  offered  in  objection  to  this  proposi- 
tion. Fractions  will  exist,  said  he,  on  every  pos- 
sible plan ;  this  is  to  be  a  permanent  law,  and  in 
its  operation  will  probably  increase  those  Ihactiona 


The  Constitution  refers  to  the  respective  nomben 
of  the  States,  and  not  to  any  aggregate  number. 
The  proposition  breaks  down  the  barriers  betwera 
the  State  and  General  GovemmentSy  and  invdvea  & 
consolidation. 

Mr.  LivBBMOBB  replied  to  Mr,  Kitteba.  He 
observed,  that  if  Virginia  was  represented  agree- 
ably^ to  the  proposition  contempUted  for  Nev 
Hampshire,  that  is,  four  members,  Virginia  would 
be  entitled  to  only  woMeen — this  would  appetr  oo 
calculation. 

Mr.  WUiUAMSoir  contended  that,  by  the  Coo- 
stitution,  whatevar  ratio  was  adopted  it  is  to  b« 
applied  as  a  divisor  to  the  number  of  penom  ia 
each  State  renectiveiy.  This  idea  of  an  aggn- 
gate  number  looks  like  a  consolidation  of  the  Go- 
vernment; not  only  so,  but  the  supplementiiy 
member  proposed  for  those  States  who  had  not 
inhabitants  to  vote  for  such  supplementair  mem- 
ber, would  not  be  elected  agreeably  to  the  Cod- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Sbiobt  opposed  the  propositkHi.  He  ob- 
served, that  it  was  very  extraordinary,  indeed, 
that  those  persons  who,  in  the  previous  diseussioo, 
were  opposed  to  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  on 
account  of  giving  so  large  a  representation,  should 
now  advocate  this  proposition,  which  in  &ct  in- 
creases the  whole  number.  He  hoped  that  it  would 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  VnciNG  said  a  few  words  to  exculpate  the 
friends  of  the  proposition  from  the  charge  of  inooo- 
sistency. 

Mr.  Vehable  stated  various  particulars  to  sbov 
that  the  plan  of  transferring  the  fractions  from 
one  Stato  to  another,  comparing  them  with  the 
general  ratio,  would  produce  greater  ioequilitj' 
than  the  plan  contended  for  by  those  who  oppoM 
the  present  motion. 

Mr.  LivBBHORE  justified  himself  from  the  charge 
of  inconsistency ;  he  was  always  in  iavor  of  aa 
equal  representation ;  with  this  he  b^an,  and  with 
this  he  should  end;  and  he  was  not  solidtoos 
which  way  the  vote  determined  the  matter,  pro- 
vided the  principle  of  equality  was  adhered  to^ 
and  therefore  he  should  not  regret  New  Hamp- 
shire being  restricted  to  four  members,  provided 
Virginia  had  only  17 — which  is  the  highest  Dum- 
ber she  will  be  entitied  to,  apportioning  them 
agreeably  to  four  for  New  Hampshire.  He  ob- 
served that  the  friends  of  the  propositioa  might  be 
outvoted  by  numbers ;  he  wished,  if  it  could  be 
done,  that  they  might  be  outreasoned  as  well  is 
outoumbered. 

Mr.  Laubancb  said,  having  advocated  in  » 
former  discussion  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  he 
hoped  he  should  not  be  charged  vrith  inconsbtsicf 
if  he  gave  his  assent  to  the  present  proposition,  as 
he  had  explicitly  declared  that  he  advocated  that 
number  as  giving  the  largest  representetion—tod 
this  proposition  not  only  preserved  that  idea,  but 
enhanced  the  number,  and  on  more  equal  prind- 
plea  He  then  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
clause  in  the  Constitution  respecting  taxes  and 
Representatives,  which  it  is  expressly  declared 
shall  be  according  to  numbers.  He  reprobated  the 
idea  of  members  considering  themselves  as  Bepre- 
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mtatires  merely  of  particular  parts  of  the  Union, 
"he  members  of  this  Honse  are  the  Representa- 
Tcs  of  America.  The  States,  as  States,  are  re* 
resented  in  the  Senate.  A  member  of  this  House 
■om  Georgia  is  a  Representative  of  the  State  of 
few  York,  as  much  as  if  he  came  fh>m  the  latter 
Itate.  Gonoeiying  the  idea  of  the  meaning  of  the 
lenstitution  which  he  had  given  to  be  just,  he 
hottid  vote  for  the  proposition. 

Mr.  FnmLBT  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
Toposition.  He  did  not  like  the  principle  of  it,  if 
;  had  anj ;  he  nther  thought  it  was  destitute  of 
II  principle,  for  it  contemplates  no  ratio  at  all — it 
I  nther  an  arbitrary  apportionment  of  the  repre* 
entation.  Adverting  to  the  article  respecting 
azation,  he  observed  that  the  proposition  does  not 
fcord  with  the  idea  of  the  gentlemen  who  advo- 
tte  it,  for  still  there  will  be  fractions  left,  and  are 
lot  these  fractions  to  be  taxed  ?  In  reply  to  Mr. 
jACrancb's  remarks  respecting  local  representa- 
ion,  he  observed  that  the  gentleman's  idea  proved 
00  much ;  for,  if  the  idea  of  representing  local 
nterests  is  destroyed,  the  essence  of  representa- 
ion  is  done  away  altogether,  and  all  responsibility 
slost 

Mr.  Axes. — ^The  Constitution  says,  that  "Re- 
'  presentatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  appor- 

*  tioned  amone  the  several  States,  which  may  be 
Mndaded  within  this  Union,  according  to  their 

*  respective  numbers,'*  Ac  *'  The  number  of  Re- 
'  presentatives  shall    not   exceed  one  for  every 

*  thirty  thousand,  but  each  State  shall  have  at 

*  least  one  Representative." 
Deductions  from  the  above — 

1st  You  may  not  exceed  one  to  80,000. 

2d.  You  may  have  as  many  as  one  to  80,000  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  Union. 

8d.  Supposing  the  amendment  ratified,  yon 
most  have  100  members,  if  one  to  80,000  will  give 
diem. 

These  principles  were  not  disputed  till  lately. 
Bat  it  is  now  pretended  that  the  ratio  may  be  ap- 
plied to  each  State,  and  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives no  more  than  the  multiples  of  80,000  in 
each  State.  Some  even  go  so  far  aft  to  say  that 
it  muit  be  so  applied,  and  that  Congress  may  not 
have  as  many  members  as  one  to  80,000  of  the 
whole  Union. 

This  construction  seems  to  be  violent 

1st  The  word  Representatives,  first  used,  can 
only  mean  the  whole  number  of  Representatives, 
for  they  are  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States.  The  word  is  used  in  the  same  sense  after- 
wards—" The  number  of  Representatives  shall  not 
exceed  one  to  80,000,"  again  meaning  the  whole 
namber  of  Representatives.  The  tohole  number 
of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  to  30,000 
of  the  tohole  people.  To  avoid  this  obvious  mean- 
ing, they  say  it  should  read,  "shall  not  exceed  one 
to  30,000 1»  each  State,^*  These  words  are  sup- 
plied wholly  without  authority. 

Sd.  The  clause  merely  restrains  the  number  of 
Representatives  so  as  not  to  exceed  one  to  30,000. 
The  members  in  Congress  might  have  been  in- 
«t?ascd  to  any  number,  had  not  this  restriction 
(listed.    It  is  a  restrictive,  and  not  an  explanatory 


clause.  It  curtails,  but  cannot  be  supposed  to 
change  the  natural  import  of  the  preceding  power. 
It  is  against  the  fiur  rules  of  construction  so  to 
change  it 

8d.  The  sense  is  perfect  without  the  words  one 
to  80,000  in  each  State,  Expressum  fiicit  oessare 
tadtu. 

4th.  The  construction  makes  tautology.  The 
first  clause  having  directed  the  manner  of  appor- 
tioning Representatives  among  the  several  States 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  might  have 
been  wholly  omitted,  one  to  80,000  in  each  State 
beine  a  final  apportionment 

6ta.  Words  must  not  be  supplied  by  eomtrue' 
tion  repugnant  to  words  expressed.  The  result  of 
an  apportionment  according  to  numbers,  as  first 
directed  by  the  Constitution,  diflbrs  in  terms  from 
a  ratio  of  one  to  80,000  in  each  State,  It  differs 
in  its  operation  no  less.  The  members  in  the  next 
House  will  be  118.  Apportion  them  according  to 
numbers  among  the  several  States,  Virginia  would 
have  19—19  being  to  118,  as  630,000,  the  numbers 
of  Virginia,  to  8,619,000,  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States.  But  by  the  construction  which 
supplies  the  words  in  each  State,  she  will  have  21 
members. 

6th.  The  words  one  to  80,000  are  merely  re- 
strictive of  the  number  in  Congress  from  the 
whole  people,  and  do  not  change  the  sense  of  the 
first  clause,  for  .taxes  and  Representatives  are  to 
be  apportioned  according  to  numbers.  The  con- 
struction cannot  be  extended  to  taxes  with  any 
good  sense.  Yet,  as  taxes  and  Representatives 
are  to  be  apportioned  similarly,  the  construction 
applying  to  the  one  should  apply  to  the  other. 
Yet  the  advocates  of  this  construction  say  that 
taxes  shall  be  imposed  according  to  numbers,  and 
not  the  multiples  of  80,000  in  each  State.  Taking 
it  for  proved,  that  the  sense  of  the  first  clause  is 
not  changed,  bnt  its  operation  limited  by  the 
clause  Bhall  not  exceed  one  to  80,000,  it  remains  to 
see  what  is  the  sense  of  the  first  clauss  standing 
alone.  **  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their  re- 
spective numbers.*'  The  Rule-of-Three  will  show 
the  number  of  members  any  State  is  entitled  to. 
Thus,  as  the  whole  number  8,619,000  is  to  the 
number  of  the  next  House  118.  so  is  the  number 
of  persons  in  a  State,  say  Virginia,  which  are 
680,000,  to  her  quota  of  members.  The  result  is 
19  members.  The  bill,  pursuing  another  rule,  ob- 
tained as  we  have  seen  by  a  forced  construction, 
gives  that  State  21  members. 

7th.  The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  re- 
futes the  sense  of  the  construction.  The  words 
are,  "  there  shall  be  one  for  twry  80,000  till  the 
number  shall  amount  to  100."  Plainly  the  whole 
number  of  the  nation  is  intended.  The  whole 
number  is  to  be  formed  by  one  for  et>ery  80,000. 
The  words  contended  for  are  therefore  excluded, 
and  no  construction  will  avail  in  this  place  to  add 
them. 

8th.  The  ratio  of  one  to  80,000  in  each  State  is 
inconsistent  wfth  this  amendment;  for,  according 
to  that,  3,000,000  of  persons  must  have  100  mem- 
bers in  Congress.    Had  the  numbers  by  the  census 
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Men  short  of  a  surplus  b^ond  8,000,000,  suffl- 
cient  to  cover  the  fractious  or  lost  numbers,  this 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  could  not  be  cai^ 
ried  into  execution,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  bill  For  the  amendmeut  requiring  100  mem- 
bers, the  numbers  being  more  than  3,000,000,  it 
would  appear  that  100  members  could  not  be  ob* 
tained  bj  applying  the  ratio  of  30,000  to  the  num- 
bers in  each  State,  instead  of  taking  the  entire 
number  of  the  Union.  Here,  then,  would  be  a 
constitutional  obligation  to  have  100  members  in 
Congress,  and  aa  absolute  impossibility  of  having 
them  according  to  the  principles  of  this  bill. 

10th«  The  number  of  Representatives  is  limited 
not  to  exceed  one  for  80,000.  Pursue  the  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  and  avoid  all  construction,  the 
number  of  Representatives  will  be  120.  Adopt 
the  con3truction  that  vou  are  to  have  no  more 
than  one  to  80,000  will  give  you,  and  you  bring 
down  the  number  to  118. 

But  this  piocessi  erroneous  as  it  is,  only  fixes 
the  number-^it  does  not  apportion  them.  That 
should  be  done  according  to  numbers,  and  Vir- 
ginia would  not  be  found  entitled  to  21  of  118. 
According  to  the  principle  of  thfi  bill,  if  it  may  be 
called  a  principle,  it  is  aefective.  The  letter  and 
true  intention  of  the  Constitution  will  be  violated 
by  a  foroed  construction,  which  gives  some  States 
more  and  others  less  than  their  due  share  of  the 
Representatives. 

Mr.  Paok. — ^I  rise  not  to  enter  into  a  debate  on 
the  question  before  you,  sir,  because,  as  I  said  yes- 
terday, it  being  out  of  order,'it  did  not  admit  of 
debate.  It  is  true,  the  question  is  now  a  little 
varied,  but  it  comes  to  the  same  thing ;  for,  if  we 
vote  in  favor  of  it»  we  must,  vote  contrary  to  a 
solemn  decision  of  this  very  Committee.  What 
I  wish  to  observe,  sir,  is  in  reply  to  the  member 
from  New  Hampshire,  who  seemed  dissatisfied 
with  my  ideas  of  order ;  and  to  make  one  remark 
on  what  the  member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Ambs]  said,  as  to  truth  being  his  aim.  As  to  the 
point  of  order,  it  must  be  most  evident  that  it  is 
to  no  purpose  to  put  a  question  in  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  if,  when  the  sense  of  the  Committee 
has  been  taken,  another  question  may  be  pro- 
posed, which  may  lead  to  a  decision  directly  con- 
trary to  that  before  made :  but  the  gentleman  tells 
us  that  the  Committee  were  taken  in ;  that  they 
began,  too,  at  the  wrone  end ;  but  surely,  sir,  this 
cannot  be  said,  for  the  blank  in  the  sixteenth  line 
was  not  filled  up  till  after  solemn  debate ;  and  it 
was  generally  understood,  that  by  filling  it  up,  we 
should  fix  the  principle  of  the  bill  On  that  ques- 
tion, the  ratio  of  one  for  thirty  thousand  was  estab- 
lished, and  applied  in  a  clause  respecting  South 
Carolina  in  such  a  manner  as,  without  inconsist- 
ency, must  lead  the  Committee  to  fill  up  the  blanks 
now  under  consideration.  But,  sir,  if  such  de- 
bating as  is  contended  for  be  allowable,  when  can 
the  business  before  us  be  finished?  How  many 
amendments  of  this  sort  may  not  be  proposed? 
Is  it  not  sufficient  for  gentlemen  to  vote  against 
the  motion,  if  they  dislike  it,  and  then,  in  the 
House,  where  they  will  have  a  right  to  be  heard,  to 
propose  their  own  amendments?    There,  if  they 


can  convince  the  House  that  the  Committee  wen  hi 
an  error,  they  may  correct  it ;  but  suidy,  sir,  the 
Committee  cannot  now,  without  violating  order, 
and  being  charged  with  a  great  inooosisteBCT, 
agree  to  the  motion  before  you.  Truth  is  my  sim, 
said  the  member  from  Massachusetts ;  it  is  mu 
as  much  as  his :  but  without  pretending  to  decide 
whether  his  construction  of  the  Coostitation  ii 
right  or  not,  I  will  ask  him,  how  are  we  to  arriTe 
at  the  truth  we  now  aim  at  ?  That  is,  how  fiod 
the  numbers  to  be  inserted  in  the  blanks,  if  big 
construction  be  right?  For,  according  to  that  coo* 
struction,  we  must  apply  tiie  ratio  to  the  whole 
Federal  number  of  the  United  States,  before  ve 
can  find  the  number  of  Representatives  for  toy 
one  State ;  and  can  this  be  done  tiU  South  Cvo- 
lina  has  made  the  return  of  her  census?  And  if 
this  construction  be  right,  mav  not  Soutii  Caro- 
lina, if  it  be  the  interest  of  that  State  to  retaio 
its  present  representation,  keep  back  that  retant! 
This  construction,  then,  is  attended  with  an  ioso* 
perable  difficulty,  imd,  indeed,  I  think  with  dt 
colleague  [Mr.  Madison,]  was  never  thought  of 
till  lately  within  this  House.  Our  oonstitaeDti 
put  the  construction  which  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  and  of  die  House  have  hitherto  pot  on 
the  Constitution;  and  several  States  have  shova 
by  their  acts,  that  their  construction  is  the  same. 

Mr.  ViMiNO  said,  if  by  consolidatioa  is  meint  % 
consolidation  of  interests,  he  gloried  in  the  id«i; 
but  if  a  consolidation  of  States  is  intended,  be  was 
opposed  to  such  an  idea  as  much  as  any  member 
on  the  floor.  Adverting  to  Mr.  Fihdlst*s  idea  of 
local  interests  being  represented,  he  contended  he 
had  given  up  the  contest ;  for  if  the  gentleman  is 
sincere,  he  must  concede  that  the  proposition  dot 
under  consideration,  more  perfectly  acoorded  with 
that  idea  than  his  own.  Yirrania,  represented  as 
Delaware^  would  have  but  about  ten  members: 
are  the  local  interests,  then,  of  Delaware,  Tt^/n- 
sented  by  one  member,  when  Virginia  is  repre- 
sented by  twenty-one  ? 

Mr.  MuaRAT  hoped  that  number  would  not  be 
inserted.  If,  however,  the  motion  were  carried, 
he  wished  his  friends  would,  if  consistent  witb 
order,  amend  the  preliminary  section  of  the  biH, 
by  inserting  the  principle  under  which  this  motio& 
is  made.  The  principle  is,  that  the  ratio  of 
thirty  thousand  is  to  be  applied  to  the  aggregate 
number  of  the  Continent,  and  not  to  the  aggregate 
number  of  each  State.  He  could  not,  on  the  full- 
est and  most  liberal  reflection,  give  his  assent  to 
such  a  principle ;  but  observed,  that  at  all  events 
some  principle,  whatever  it  might  be,  ought  to 
show  that  the  vote  of  the  House  was  regulated  bj 
rule,  rather  than  by  expedience.  On  a  question  so 
important  as  that  of  Representation,  the  metsuie 
agreed  to  ought  to  result  from  some  established 
principle.  As  the  bill  now  stands,  it  will  appeir 
altogether  arbitrary :  and  rights  in  which  all  are 
concerned,  seem  to  flow  more  frx>m  grace,  and  tbe 
strength  of  a  majorit^r,  than  a  settlml  systeoL  If 
there  is  a  principle  m  the  bill,  it  is  to  be  disco- 
vered merely  in  its  provisions ;  whereas,  on  soeti 
a  subject,  its  light,  destined  to  guide  the  undtf- 
standing,  ought  to  be  steady  and  apparent,  and 
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not  gUmmer  dimly  through  the  intricftte  wind- 
ings of  rarious  proyision&  These  ought  to  haw 
been  oatural  conduaions,  resulting  from  the  prin* 
dple,  rather  than  the  sources  firom  which  it  is  to 
be  inferred.  It  ought  to  have  heen  settled  as  soon 
M  the  bill  came  in,  and  before  a  vote  indicative  of 
it  had  been  moved.  As  the  whole  of  this  subject 
bid  been  hitherto  completely  sifled,  he  would 
make  but  one  or  two  remarks.  The  framers  of 
the  Constitution  could  never  have  thoueht  of  this 
mode  of  applying  a  ratio.  All  the  guards  in  favor 
of  State  Governments,  show  that  the  States  were 
viewed  respectively  and  severally.  The  laws  rela* 
tive  to  elections  are  entirely  and  exclusively  in 
the  hands  of  the  States.  Had  the  Convention  in- 
tended the  am^gate  of  the  whole,  and  not  of 
States,  should  be  the  object  of  apportionment  by 
ratio,  they  would  have  kept  the  election  law  m 
the  hands  of  Congress ;  they  would  have  empow- 
ered Congress  to  divide  the  Continent  into  dis- 
tricts If  New  Hampshire  has  five  members  here. 
and  her  aggregate  divided  by  thirty  thousand  woukl 

EVe  her  but  four  (which  is  the  case,}  she  will 
ire  an  undue  influence  on  this  floor;  as  the  weight 
and  power  that  any  State  has  here,  ought  to  be 
bat  equal  to  her  numbers.  It  has  been  laid  down 
as  doctrine  here,  that  every  member  represents 
the  whole.  He  could  not  comprehend  the  force 
of  that  position  in  the  use  and  latitude  ia  which 
it  was  applied.  He  would  not  annex  any  mean- 
ing to  theoretical  truths,  which  did  not  admit  of 
a  wholesome  practice.  A  member  here  represents 
his  constituents ;  be  legtsUtes  for  the  whole.  The 
people  whose  rights  and  interests  are  the  subject 
of  legislation,  are  a  whole ;  flrom  their  unity  of 
interests,  and  fW>m  their  union  of  Qovemment, 
results  the  general  duty  of  the  Representative. 
His  responsibility  to  his  own  circle  of  constitu- 
ents, is  on  his  duty  discharged  or  neglected  to  the 
whole ;  because  the  true  good  of  the  several  parts 
consists  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  whole. 
Where  a  member  represents  one  district,  he  meant 
to  gire,  and  show  a  truth,  on  the  use  of  which 
ilone  be  oould  oonoeive  a  practical  operation  to 
Uie  prindi^e  of  responsibility  oould  be  obtained. 
Any  other  idea  of  responsibility  which  he  had  ever 
heard,  was  too  refined  for  conunon  use.  If  a  mem- 
ber from  one  part  of  the  Union  is  to  be  the  Bepre- 
aentatJTe  of  a  part  which  does  not  elect  him,  agree- 
ably to^tbts  fractional  doctrine,  he  cannot  be  held 
in  check  or  control  by  them ;  and  the  very  reason 
that  may  make  him  hateAil  to  them,  may  ingratiate 
him  among  those  from  whom  he  actually  comes. 
Instead  of  cementing  confidence,  such  a  predomi- 
nance given  any  one  State,  beyond  what  her  num- 
bers entitle  her  to,  will  sow  discord  and  ieatousy. 
He  had  an  amendment  ready  to  offer,  which  was,  to 
strike  out  the  words  *'  within  the  several  States,'* 
and  to  insert  these  words :  **  agrseably  to  a  ratio  of 
one  member  for  every  thirty  thousand."  He  would 
Toto  against  the  motion,  and  against  the  principle 
on  which  it  was  founded,  whicfa^  though  not  speci- 
fied in  the  bill,  was  obvious,  and  take  the  liberty  of 
moving  his  amendment,  if  the  motion  now  before 
the  Committee  failed,  which  he  hoped  would  be  the 
case. 


Mr.  BousntOT  said,  he  oould  have  wished  that,  as 
the  House  had  gone  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Murra.t]  had  brought  forwm 
a  proposition,  as  he  is  abundantly  able  to  do,  which 
would  give  the  bill  the  consistency  he  widied  for. 
He  then  entered  into  a  defence  of  the  proposition, 
and  justified  its  friends  fit>m  the  cbaige  of  moonsis- 
tency.  He  had  been  in  ihvor  of  forty  thousand ;  if 
that  had  been  agreed  to,  he  should  have  applied  it 
as  it  is  now  proposed  in  respect  to  thirty  thouamd. 
He  replied,  to  several  objections,  by  explaining  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Bb5son  moved  an  amendment  as  a  substi* 
tule  for  Mr.  Yikino's  proposition,  expressly  i^por- 
tioning  the  representation  on  the  aggregate  nun> 
her  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This  he 
moved  in  conformity  to  the  idea  of  Mr.  Murbat, 
who  contended  that  there  was  no  principle  in  the 
bilL 

Mr.  YiNiKO,  on  this,  withdrew  his  proposition. 

The  debate  was  continued  on  Mr.  Bbnsoit's  mo- 
tion, and  was  finally  negatiyed-^3  to  24. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

FamAT,  February  17. 

The  Sfiaubb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  and 
Memorial  fix>m  D.  L.  Morell,  of  the  Island  of  Si  Do- 
mingo, suggesting  a  plan  for  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  a  moticm  made  and  seconded,  Re&ched^ 
That  it  be  a  Standing  Order  of  this  House,  that 
whenever  confidential  communications  are  receiv- 
ed from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
House  shall  be  deared  of  all  persons  except  the 
members  and  the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during 
the  reading  of  such  communicatioBS,  and  during 
all  debates  and  proceedings  to  bo  had  thereon.  And 
that,  when  the  Spbakbb,  or  any  other  member, 
shall  inform  the  House  that  he  has  communica- 
tions to  make,  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be  kept 
secret,  the  House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cleared 
till  the  oommunicatioB  bt  made ;  the  House  shall 
then  detennine  whether  the  matter  communicated 
requires  secresy  or  not,  and  take  order  accord- 
ingly. 

APPORTIONMEirr  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  biU  for  an  Apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  among  the  severu  States 
according  to  the  first  Enumeration;  and  making 
provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and  an  Appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  thereon,  to  compose 
the  House  of  Representatives,  after  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

FamAT,  February  20. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  engaged  in  com- 
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merce,  previous  to  the  late  Revolution,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  peculiar 
hardships  under  which  thej  labor,  from  the  two- 
fold causes  of  the  operation  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Definitive  Trea^  of  Peace,  and  so  much  of  the 
act  of  Congress  for  funding  the  public  debt,  as  re* 
deems  the  old  Continental  money,  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  dollars  thereof^  for  one  dollar  specie ; 
the  former  requiring  them  to  ptLj  their  British 
debts  in  sterling  monev,  with  Aul  interest  to  the 
present  time,  and  the  latter  depriving  them  of  all 
hope  of  indemnity,  from  the  effects  of  depreciation 
and  tender  laws  to  which  they  were  exposed  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  pnying  relief.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  mak- 
ing provision  for  another  Enumeration,  and  an  Ap- 
portionment of  Representatives,  after  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven. 

Mr.  SiNET  moved  that  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions, which  provide  for  an  apportionment  of  the 
representation  on  the  Second  Census,  Ac  should  be 
struck  out  This  motion  occasioned  some  debate, 
and  was  disagreed  to. 

The  blank  for  the  ratio  of  representation  on  the 
Second  Census,  was  filled  with/'  thirty  thousand.** 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with  the 
amendments.  These  were  taken  into  consideration, 
and  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DaVton  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section,  which  provides  for  a  second  enumeration  in 
five  years ;  and  called  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  taken,  and  stood  as  follows : 

Yka9. — Robert  Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearja- 
shub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo- 
nathan Davton,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Gk>odhue, 
James  HilUioase,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa 
Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Corneli- 
us 0.  Sdioonmaker,  Joshua  Sen^,  Israel  Smith,  Jona- 
than Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Geoige  Thatcher,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Alexander 
White— 28. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitasimons,  Andrew 
Oregg,  Samuel  Griffio,  'William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Huser,  John  W.  Eittera,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William 
Vans  Murray,  Josiab  Parker,  William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Abraham 
Yenable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Francis 
Willis— 26. 

Mr.  Senbt  renewed  his  motion  for  striking  out 
the  third  and  fourth  sections,  which  respect  the 
ratio  of  representation  on  the  Second  Census,  and 
called  for  tne  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  taken  and 
stood  as  follow : 

Tmas. — Robert  Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearja- 
shttb  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo- 


nathan Dayton,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamio  Ooodboe, 
Andrew  Orm;,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip 
Key,Aaron  £tchell,  Samuel  Livermore,  Andrew  Moore, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoooaok 
ker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremuih  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jo- 
nathan Sturves,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  l%atcber,  »d 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker— 2fi. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abiaham  Bakiwia,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Tboosas 
Fitssimons,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bairy  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W.  Kitten, 
John  Laurance,  Nathaniel  l&oon,  James  MaJixMi, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mar- 
ray,  Josiah  Parker,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Alvaham  Yeoahle, 
John  Yining,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  sad 
Francb  Willis— 26. 

On  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  fourth  section  with 
"  thirty  thousand,*'  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken 
and  stood  thus : 

Tkas. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin.  E^ 
bert  Benson,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Tbomsf 
Fitxsimons,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Dauiel 
Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Laurance,  Nathaniel  M«oi<o, 
James  Madison,  Frederick  Augustus  MuUenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray.  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Corne- 
lius C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  TredveU, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable,  John  Via- 
rog,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alesmnder  White^  and  Fraocb 
Wims— 29. 

NATa— Robert  Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot^  ShMrja- 
shuU  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abrahsjn  Clsfk, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhoe, 
Andrew  Gregg,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jaeobs,  Asns 
Kitchell,  Jolm  W.  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  Samod 
Livermore,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Jeremiak 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Jooathan  Stuigei* 
and  George  Thatcher — 22. 

The  Other  amendments  to  the  said  bfll  were  theo 
severally  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  laid  a  motion  on  the  table  to  the 
following  purport :  "  That  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  oflBcers  of 
the  Treasury  to  settle  the  claim  on  the  estate  of 
General  Greene,  so  as  that  the  said  estate  may  be 
indemnified  firom  the  claims  against  it,  by  virtue  of 
his  having  become  security  for  certain  contractors, 
who  furnished  clothing  and  rations  to  the  amy 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina." 

SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIMa 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  ob 
a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
certain  persons  under  particular  ctrcumstaoces, 
barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  estabUsfaed— 
Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  Chair. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is,  to  admit  the  claims  of 
such  officers,  soldiers,  artificers,  sailors,  and  mariD^ 
as  may  have  been  inevitably  precluded  from  pr^ 
senting  them,  within  the  times  prescribed  bj  tbe 
ordinances  of  the  late  Congress,  dated  the  2d  No- 
vember, 1786,  and  23d  July,  1787. 
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The  Committee  agreed  to  sundiy  amendments, 
which  were  reported.  The  House  adopted  seve- 
n\  of  them;  others  were  proposed,  bat  not  decided 
on.    Adjourned. 

•  TvEBDAY,  February  21. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  last,  and  agree  to 
all  the  other  amendments  proposed  bj  this  House 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'  An  act 
relatire  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  Tacan- 
cies  in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident'* The  Senate  have  also  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, jointly,  with  such  committee  as  shall  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  consider  and 
report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by 
Congress  in  the  present  session,  and  what  part  of 
the  business  now  depending  may,  without  great 
inconyenienqe,  be  postponed  to  &e  next  session, 
that  the  proceedings  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  close 
this  session  by  the  first  Tuesday  in  April  next 

Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Lau- 
BANCE,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appoint- 
ed ft  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  for  the 
purpose  expressed  in  the  message  from  the  Senate. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  reconsider  their 
last  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to 
the  bin  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Pi'e- 
sident  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  offi- 
cer who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies 
in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent" Whereupon,  the  said  amendment  being 
read  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  ninth  section  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

"  And  be  il  further  enacted^  That  in  case  o  removal, 
death,  resignation,  or  inabilitv,  both  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  x>ro  tempore,  and  in  cose  there  shall  be  no 
President  of  tne  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  until  the  disability  be  remov- 
ed, or  a  President  shall  be  elected.** 

And  in  lieu  thereof,  insert : 

'^And  he  it  furtker  enacted,  Tliat,  in  case  of  removal, 
death,  resignattoo,  or  inability  i  both  of  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  for  the  time  beinff,  shall  act  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a  Pre- 
sident shall  be  elected" 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  House  do  recede  from  the  said  amend- 
ment— it  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^}'eaftdl,  nays 
24,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Slias  Boodioot,  Shearjaahub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  WiUiam 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimoos,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Benia- 
Biia  Goodhue,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Da- 
Dtel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  PhiUp  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
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John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Sam- 
uel Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Israel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

Nats. — Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Brown,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Nathan- 
iel Maoon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,Jo8haa 
Seoey,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stur- 
ges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  ancf  Francis 
WilUs. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

An  engrossed*  bill  for  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives among  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives,  after  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled 
up ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  84,  nays 
16,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  S^gbert 
Benson,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Jolm  W.  Kit- 
tera, John  Laurance,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madi- 
son, Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Sency,  William 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Tliomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Syl- 
vester, Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  WiU^iaason,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nat& — Fisher  Ame^  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Bemamin 
Bourne,  Jooathaa  Dayton,  Nichobis  Gilman,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Hillhouse,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa 
.Learned,  Samuel  Livernaore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Tlieo- 
dore  Sedgwick,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George 
Thatcher,  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  yesterday,  to  the  bill  pi*oviding  for  the 
settlement  of  claims  of  persons  under  particular 
circumstances,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established ;  and  the  same  being  read  was  agreed 
to.  The  said  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and, 
together  with  the  said  amendments,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  efiectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing 
an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United  States. 
The  first  section  being  read — 

Mr.  Stvrgks  said,  that  he  conceived  some 
amendment  was  necessary  to  this  section.  It  ap- 
pears to  consider  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
as  the  militia  of  the  Union ;  whereas  the  Consti- 
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tation  considers  it  as  belonging  to  the  respective 
States ;  that  the  States  alone  are  to  say  of  what 
description  of  persons  the  militia  shall  consist,  and 
who  shall  be  exempt  from  militia  dutj ;  Congress 
haye  only  ]>ower  to  organize  them,  when  thus  de- 
signated. He  therefore  moved  that  the  secUon 
should  be  amended,  by  striking  out  the  clause, 
which  he  considered  as  involving  the  principle  he 
was  opposed  to. 

Mr.  Senby  observed,  that  the  consequence  of 
the  gentleman*s  motion  would  be,  to  render  the 
power  of  Congress  ti\  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
ciplining the  militia,  entirely  nugatory. 

Mr.  Barnwell  enlarged  on  the  ideas  suggested 
by  Mr.  Sknet. 

Mr.  LivERMOBE  made  some  general  remarks  on 
the  terms  used  in  the  Constitution,  to  designate 
the  power  of  Congress  in  respect  to  tho  militia. 
He  contended  that  they  were  the  most  vague  and 
indefinite  that  could  possibly  have  been  adopted. 
He  agreed  substantially  with  Mr.  Sturoes.  It  is 
the  militia  of  the  several  States  that  Congress 
h<avo  power  to  organize,  and  provide  a  mode  of 
discipline  for.  It  is  not  a  militia  to  be  formed,  or 
created — it  already  exists.  He  therefore  thought 
it  best  to  leave  it  to  the  respective  States  to  make 
their  own  militia  laws. 

Mr.  Barkwell  observed,  that  the  consequence 
of  the  gentleman's  proposition  would  be  a  total 
want  of  uniformity  in  the  militia,  and  a  clashing 
from  different  militia  systems.  That  it  was  in 
vain  to  expect  an  effective  militia,  except  Con- 
gress should  exercise  the  powers  so  expressly  de- 
legated to  them  in  this  respect 

Mr,  BouDiNOT  observed,  that  from  the  experi- 
ence Congress  has  had  in  the  preceding  sessions, 
of  the  difficulties  attending  this  subject,  he  was 
fully  of  opinion  that  a  plan  of  conciliation  alone 
would  ever  procure  a  passage  through  the  Legis- 
lature for  a  militia  bill.  He  adverted  to  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  to  those  re- 
served to  the  States ;  to  the  latter,  was  expressly 
reserved  the  power  of  appointing  the  officers,  and 
if  they  refuse  to  do  it,  there  is  no  power  in  Con- 
gress to  compel  them.  He' therefore  accorded  with 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Sturgbs] 
in  opinion  that  the  law  which  Congress  shall  pass, 
must  be  very  simple  in  its  construction,  and  refer 
to  as  few  objects  as  possible. 

Mr.  HiLLHousE  controverted  the  sentiments  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Boudinot.  He  said  the  natural  in- 
ference was,  that  Congress  possesses  no  power  at  all 
in  the  case ;  for,  if  what  that  gentleman  advances 
is  true,  no  provision  that  Congress  can  possibly 
make  will  be  of  the  least  avail.  He  contended 
that  Congress,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in 
them,  are  empowered  to  organize  the  militia,  to 
say  what  descriptions,  ages,  &c.,  the  militia  shall 
consist  of;  to  form  them  into  companies,  corps, 
regimen t£i,  &jc,  ;  and  that  when  this  is  done,  the 
States  are  to  appoint  the  officers ;  for,  previous  to 
such  an  organization,  the  States  cannot  exercise 
the  power  of  appomting  the  officers.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  would  not  be  agreed  to ; 
but  that  the  Committee  would  proceed  in  the  mat- 
ter agreeable  to  the  express  powers  of  the  Con- 


stitution, and  when  they  came  to  the  section  mak- 
ing exemptions,  he  hoped  they  would  make  them 
on  a  very  liberal  scale,  that  the  militia  should 
consist  of  such  persons  as  would  be  capable  of 
rendering  service. 

Mr.  Wadswobth  opposed  the  motioo.  He  ob- 
served that  the  subject  had  been  managed  in 
such  manner,  as  to  pare  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, down  to  such  an  inadequate,  defectire 
system,  that  he  did  not  feel  much  interested  in  its 
fate.  Still  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, for  he  considered  it  as  better  than  no  prori- 
sion  at  all.  He  said  that  the  militia  of  the  several 
States  exist  at  the  present  moment  more  by  gene* 
ral  consent  of  the  persons  forming  them  in  tb« 
several  States,  than  in  consequence  of  any  laws 
of  the  particular  States.  The  people  in  sever^ 
States  already  avow  the  sentiment,  that  thej 
think  that  Congress  alone  has  the  power  to  form 
the  militia. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  enlarged  on  the  ideas  of  Mr. 
Wadswokth.  He  further  remarked  that  the  amend- 
ment proposed  would  operate  extremely  unequal, 
and  would  defeat  the  public  expectations  of  an 
efficient  military  defence,  such  an  one  as  was  con- 
sistent with  a  free  Government 

Mr.  Sturqes  supported  his  motion.  He  wii 
surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  express  their  appre- 
hensions that  we  should  have  no  militia  at  all. 
Advertihtr  to  the  Constitution,  he  explained  what 
he  considered  the  meaning  of  organizing,  kz. 
It  simply  relates  to  forming,  arming,  and  arrang- 
ing in  a  particular  way,  those  materials  which 
are  furnished  by  the  militia  laws  of  the  several 
States.  In  reply  to  the  objections  derived  from 
the  inattention  and  aversion  of  the  States,  to  such 
requisitions  a»  Congress  may  make,  he  said  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  States  wt>uld  be  so  in- 
attentive to  the  means  of  their  own  preservatioo, 
as  to  neglect  their  duty  in  this  respect 

Mr.  NiLBs  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Murray  observed,  that  in  no  particahr 
point  of  view  was  the  people  to  be  considered  a§ 
united  for  a  general  purpose,  more  than  in  that  of 
the  general  defence.  The  militia,  contemplated 
in  the  Constitution,  certainly  does  not  mean  an 
existing  militia;  for  many  of  the  States  have  no 
militia  nor  militia  laws;  and  therefore  the  clause 
must  respect  a  militia  to  be  formed  or  created 
He  enlarged  on  the  necessity  and  wisdom  of  the 
provision.  The  appointment  of  the  officers  be 
considered  as  being  properly  left  in  the  power  of 
the  States. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Fitzsimoms,  to  exempt  per- 
sons who  are  not  able  to  arm  and  equip  them- 
selves, from  any  penalty  on  that  account,  while 
that  disability  continues,  occasioned  some  debate. 

Mr.  Sctmpter  entered  into  a  general  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  He  denied  that  Congress  had 
any  right  to  interfere  with  the  regulations  oi  the 
several  States  in  respect  to  their  militia;  their 
whole  power  respects  only  the  calling  the  militia 
into  actual  service  in  cases  of  invasion,  insurrec- 
tion, or  rebellion ;  and  when  thus  called  into  ser- 
vice, they  may  provide  for  the  organizing  and  a^ 
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nngin^  them  in  oompaoies,  corps,  and  battalions  * 
and  it  is  the  dntj  of  the  General  Government  then 
to  provide  them  with  the  means  of  defence ;  but 
th^  have  no  right  to  say  that  the  militia,  previ- 
ous to  being  thus  called  out,  shall  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  anning  themaelves.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  take  a  mffereat  direction,  and  that  Con- 
gms  woold  not  so  Ur  interfere  in  this  business  as 
to  designate  the  persons  who  shall  bear  arms,  and 
to  Btyliow  they  shall  be  armed.  It  seems  to  be 
the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  according  to  the 
obserrationi  which  have  fallen  from  them,  that  the 
militia  service  shall  be  imposed  on  a  comparatively 
mull  part  of  the  cidiens ;  and  this  inequality  is  to 
be  increased  by  obliging  those  persons  to  be  at  the 
expense  of  arming  themselves.  He  hoped  that 
BQch  injastioe  would  not  take  place. 

Mr.  NiLES,  adverting  to  the  Constitution,  ob- 
serred,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  provisbn 
for  arming  the  militia  was  reserved  to  the  States, 
so  far  as  it  respects  the  common  defence.  He 
considered  the  requisition  in  the  bill  as  operating 
like  a  capitation  tax ;  and  this  species  of  tax,  he 
observed,  was  to  be  assessed  onlj  in  a  certain  way, 
anieeabiy  to  a  particular  clause  in  the  Constitution. 
He  eoocladed  by  moving  that  the  clause  in  the  bill 
which  contained  this  provision  for  arming,  should 
be  struck  out 

This  motion  was  ne^tived. 

Mr.  FiTZsmoNS  withdrew  his  motion,  which 
proTided  for  a  oertifieate  from  two  Justices  of  the 
Peacei  to  admit  a  substitute,  which  provides  that 
thev  shall  be  excused,  if,  in  tho  judgment  of  the 
commissioned  officers  to  whose  company  they  be- 
ioof^,  they  are  not  able  to  furnish  themselves. 

This  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KiTCHELL  moved  that  the  clause  should  be 
struck  out,  which  provides  that  the  calibres  of  the 
^Ds  should  be  of  one  bore.  Ho  observed  that  this 
provision  was  unnecessary,  and,  in  fact,  impossible 
to  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  SuxPTBii  asked  what  was  to  be  done  with 
the  arms  which  the  militia  now  have  in  their 
ittnds.  Are  they  to  be  thrown  away  ?  Besides, 
be  thought  the  provision  inconsistent  with  the  ao- 
teal  state  of  the  military  force  of  the  country,  the 
laws  for  the  regulation  of  which  contemplate  the 
enrolment  of  riflemen  among  the  regular  forces  of 
the  ooontzy.  Adverting  to  the  expense  which 
(Tould  attend  this  provision,  he  observed  it  was 
ilmost  totally  impracticable  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
mtion.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to,  as 
t  would  involve  an  enormous  and  unnecessary  ex- 
pense. 

Mr.  MuRBAT  offered  some  similar  remarks.  He 
lid  not  conceive  that  the  excellency  of  th^  militia 
>f  the  United  States  consisted  in  their  being  armed 
til  with  muskets  of  the  same  bore.  He  did  not 
x>asider  the  bill  in  the  light  that  some  gentlemen 
appeared  to  do.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  merely  a 
>rovifciun  to  keep  alive  a  military  germ  that  shall, 
rben  occasion  caUs,  spring  up,  and  difiFiise  its  in- 
Inence  among  the  people  in  such  manner  as  to 
umish  the  most  competent  means  of  defence. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  objected  to  the  motion.  He 
aid  this  was  one  of  the  very  few  good  regulations 


left  in  the  bill,  and  to  strike  out  this  would  render 
the  militia  a  fallacious  source  of  defence,  and  ef- 
fectually destroy  every  idea  of  uniformity. 

Mr.  A.iTcn£LL's  motion  was  negatived. 

The  motion  to  expunge  the  exemptions  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Datton. 

Mr.  BouDlNOT  opposed  it  He  urffed,  in  brief, 
the  several  reasons  which  were  offered  on  a  former 
occasion  in  support  of  the  exempliona 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  it  appearea  to  him  unreason- 
able to  exempt  persons  from  militia  duty,  and 
from  paying  an  equivalent,  too,  who,  from  their 
station  in  lue,  are  best  qualified  to  pay  those  equi- 
valents. It  appeared  to  him  to  be  unjust  and  im- 
politic. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  opposed  the  motion.  He  observed 
that  the  experience  of  the  Eastern  States,  where 
the  militia  is  on  at  least  as  respectable  a  footing 
as  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  was  against  the  spirit 
of  the  motion.  There  various  exemptions  are 
made,  and  the  prejudices  of  the  people  are  in  favor 
of  the  practice.  Many  exemptions  are  necessary, 
and  many  characters  in  society  cannot,  and  ought 
not  to  be  compelled  to  bear  aims — Ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  &C.  To  combat  these  prejudices,  would  be 
little  better  than  attacking  a  windmilL 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject 

The  motion  was  finally  negatived 

The  third  section  being  read — 

Mr.  J.  Smith  moved  that  these  words,  after  the 
word  **  companies,**  '*  in  such  manner  as  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  see  proper  to  di- 
rect," should  be  struck  out.  He  observed,  that,  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has,  b^  the 
Constitution,  no  command  over  the  militia  till 
they  are  called  into  actual  service,  he  cannot,  with 
any  propriety,  be  invested  with  this  power.  It 
lies  with  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to 
make  the  provision  requisite  in  this  case.  The 
Executives  of  the  several  States  must  be  more 
competent  to  determine  the  number  of  regiments, 
&c,  into  which  their  respective  militia  should  be 
divided 

Mr.  Laurance  said,  the  Constitution,  b^  invest- 
ing Congress  with  the  power  of  or;g[anizing  the 
muitia,  appears  necessarily  to  have  includ^  the 
power  in  question. 

Mr.  LrvERMORE  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  striking 
out  the  words,  on  two  accounts.  He  did  not  know 
how  the  power  could  be  exercised,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  retaining  phrases  which,  however  souna- 
mg  and  pK>mpous  the^  may  be,  contained  no  mean- 
ing.' This  he  conceived  to  be  the  case  in  respect 
to  the  words  in  question.  They  propose  to  invest 
a  power  in  the  rresident,  which  I  do  not  see  how 
he  can  exereise ;  or,  if  he  can,  certainly  not  with 
so  much  propriety  as  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSB  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the 
words.  He  said  he  could  conceive  of  no  disad- 
vantage which  would  result  from  giving  the  Pre- 
sident the  power  of  making  a  uniform  arrange- 
ment of  the  militia.  It  appeared  to  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  his  being  able  to  determine  how  to  call 
them  into  service,  should  public  exigencies  re- 
quire it,  in  such  proportions  and  drafts  as  shall  be 
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most  equal  to  the  people  and  most  conducive  to 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  Page  observed,  that  it  appeared  necessary 
to  retain  the  clause,  in  order  to  effecting  the  ob- 
ject of  uniformity ;  for,  if  the  power  is  invested  in 
fifteen  different  bodies,  or  individuals,  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  thev  will  ever  agree  in  one  uniform 
plan.  Nor  did  he  conceive  that  this  regulation 
would,  in  the  least,  interfere  with  the  essential 
powers  of  the  several  States.  He  .was  as  much 
averse  as  any  man  from  abridging  any  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  several  States,  but  tnis  regulation  would 
not  intei*fere  with  those  powers  in  any  manner 
whatever. 

Mr.  Senet  was  in  favor  of  striking  out.  He 
thought  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  to  reject  the 
clause,  but  the  President  could  not  be  supposed  so 
competent  to  the  business  as  the  authority  of  the 
several  States. 

Mr.  SuMPTER  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  The 
scope  of  his  observations  was,  that  the  United 
States  have  power  onl^  to  say  how  the  militia 
shall  be  organized,  but  it  must  oc  left  to  the  seve- 
ral States  to  carry  the  plan  into  execution. 

Mr.  liAUBANCE  stated  the  difficulties  which 
would  result  from  the  want  of  uniformity,  in  case 
of  the  militia  being  called  into  actual  service. 

Mr.  NiLES  observed,  that  the  relative  bounda- 
ries of  towns,  States,  and  districts,  rendered  the 
uniformity  contended  for  impracticable,  and  there- 
fore the  clause  is  nugatory.  A  great  variety,  as 
to  numbers,  in  the  companies  and  regiments  of 
the  Continental  Army,  actually  existed  during  the 
late  war,  and  yet  no  difficulty  occurred  from  that 
oircumstance. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  was  carried. 

It  was  then  moved  to  insert :  "  In  such  manner 
as  the  Leffislatures  of  the  respective  States  shall 
direct**    This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Oilman  moved  that  the  clause  in  the  fourth 
section,  which  provides  that  the  aids  shall  be  taken 
from  the  line,  and  the  words  "  with  the  rank  of 
Mfuor"  should  be  struck  out  He  observed,  that, 
in  tne  regular  service,  on  the  principles  of  econo- 
my, this  arrangement  takes  place;  but  he  con- 
ceived this  would  be  unnccessai'y  in  the  militia,  if 
not  injurious  to  the  service. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  sixth  section,  which  specifies  the  times  of 

mustering  and  training  the  militia,  says  that  the 

artillery,  light  infantry,  troops  of  horse,  &c.,  shall 

rendezvous  four  times  a  year,  and  the  rest  of  the 

'  militia  twice  a  year. 

^  Mr.  J.  Smith  rose  to  inquire  the  reason  of  the 
distinction  between  the  companies. 
^  Mr.  Barnwell  moved  to  add  a  proviso,  autho- 
rizing the  States  to  pass  laws  enjoining  musters 
as  often  as  they  may  see  proper. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  answered  Mr.  J.  Smith's  inquiry. 
He  said  the  object  was  to  form  a  nursery  or  offi- 
cers for  the  militia,  whenever  detachments  shall  be 
suddenly  called  into  actual  service. 

^  Mr.  / .  Smith  objected  to  Mr.  Barnwell's  pro- 
viso. He  conceived  that  the  States  already  fully 
possessed  this  power. 

The  proviso,  after  further  debate,  was  nega- 


tived, and  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday,  February  22. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  of  persons  under  particular  circam- 
stances,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  esta- 
blished, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  eighth  of  this  month, 
and  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  accom- 
panying the  same,  together  with  an  account  of  John 
Brown  Cutting,  against  the  United  States,  made  a 
report ;  wbidi  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  a  copy 
of  the  laws  adopted  and  published  by  the  Governor 
and  Judges  of  tne  territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INDEMNITY  TO  GEN.  GREENE  ESTATE. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**  Whereas  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene, 
on  the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  »eveo  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  the  more  effectually  to  procure  rations 
and  supplies  for  the  Southern  Army  of  the  United 
States,  became  bound  as  surety  for  John  Banks  and 
Company  to  Newoomen  and  Collet,  merchants  m 
Charleston,  for  the  payment  of  eight  thousand  Beveo 
hundred  and  forty-three  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and 
sixpenee,  sterling  money,  being  the  condition  of  said 
bond: 

**  And  whereas,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thonsand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  tne  balance  of  principal 
and  interest  of  said  bond,  being  then  eieht  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds  six  willings  sterling, 
was  paid  by  the  said  General  Greene :    Therefore, 

"  lietolved.  That  the  United  States  shall  indemniff 
the  estate  of  the  said  General  Greene  for  the  said  sum 
last  mentioned,  and  the  interest  thereof:  Prcmded,  Th» 
Executors  of  the  said  General  Greene  shall  account  for 
a  sum,  being  about  two  thousand  pounds,  be  the  sams 
more  or  less,  received  of  John  Ferrie,  one  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  said  Banks  and  CompaBV,  to  be  in  part  of 
the  indemnification  aforesaid ;  and  also  shall  make  over, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  all  mortgages,  bonds, 
covenants,  or  other  counter-securities  whatsoever  now 
due,  which  were  obtained  by  the  said  General  Greene 
in  his  life-time,  from  the  said  Banks  and  Company,  on 
account  of  bis  being  surety  for  them  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  said  executors,  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States:" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  said  reso- 
lution ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leavo  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  February  23. 

Mr.  BouDlNOT,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
were  referred  sundry  petitions  of  the  tanners  of 
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New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  making  farther  and  more  effectual  provision 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,"  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

UNPAID  BALANOEa 

On  motion  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"  Seaolped,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  laid  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  balances 
remuoing  unpaid,  if  any,  which  may  have  been  due  by 
iodiTtduaU  to  the  United  States  previous  to  the  fourtn 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigfaty- 
aioe,  and  whether  any,  and  what,  steps  have  been  taken 
to  recover  the  same ;  and  also  a  statement  of  the  sundry 
turns  of  public  muuey  which  may  have  been  intrusted 
to  indinduals,  previous  to  the  said  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  have 
not  been  accounted  for :" 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  said  reso- 
lotion  be  committed;  and,  on  the  question  for 
commitment, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  31,  nays 
27,  as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  filbert  Benson,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Shearjnshub 
Boarae,  Beniamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan 
Diyton,  Williani  Findley,  Thomas  Fituimons,  Benja- 
min Qoodbue,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel 
Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs, 
John  W.  Kitter«,  Amasa  Iieamed,  Samuel  Livermore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Ster- 
rett,  Jonathan  Siurges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Kat& — John  Baptist  Ashe,  John  Brown,  Eibridge 
Oerry,  KichoUs  Oilman,  William  Barry  Orove,  Philip 
Key,  Aaroo  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Vscon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  John  Page,  Joaiah  Parker,  Cornelius  0.  Schoon- 
maker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smitli, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Sompter,  George  Thatcher,  Tho- 
nua  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Vena- 
ble,  Juho  Yiniog,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Wil- 
uamsoa. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  be  committed 
to  Mr.  BouDiivoT,  Mr.  Daytoit,  Mr.  Geriit,  Mr. 
SMrrn,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Bourhe,  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Against  the  resolution,  as  originally  proposed 
by  Mr.  Macoh,  it  was  objected  that  it  was  in- 
formal ;  that  the  law  instituting  the  Treasury  De- 
piKment  had  made  every  competent  provision  in 
the  ca»e ;  that  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  was 
jnrticularly  designated ;  and  that,  if  he  has  been 
deficient,  the  proper  mode  would  be  to  call  him  to 
an  account,  and  if  found  remiss  he  should  be  im- 
peached. The  resolution  contained  an  imputation 
on  that  officer,  and  yet  no  gentleman  hod  come 
forward  with  any  direct  charges  against  him.  It 
was  further  said,  that  information  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Comptroller  on  this  subject;  that 


a  compliance  with  the  resolution  would  operate 
against  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

The  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  proceeding  in 
this  business;  no  charge  of  remissness  has  been 
adduced;  they  have  already  made  greater  pro- 
gress in  settling  the  old  accounts,  since  the  new 
Government  came  into  operation,  than  had  been 
done  in  many  years  previous  thereto ;  and  their  in- 
vestigations receive  no  interruption  but  what  arises 
from  the  more  important  business  of  the  present 
Government 

It  was  inquired  what  would  be  the  effiect  of  this 
resolution.  It  would  bring  forward  one  thousand 
or  fifteen  hundred  names  of  persons  apparently 
debtors  to  the  United  States;  but  the  principal 
part  of  whom  were  either  creditors,  or  did  not  owe 
the  public  one  farthing.  What  is  intended  to  be 
done  as  a  consequence  of  this  disclosure  ?  Is  it 
designed  that  suits  shall  be  instituted  against  these 
persons?  That  would  induce  an  unproductive 
expense  to  an  amount  which  cannot  now  be  esti- 
mated. The  Comptroller  is  empowered  by  law  to 
sue  every  delinquent;  but  is  ne  to  exercise  no 
discretion  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty?  It  had 
been  stated,  as  a  reason  for  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion, that  its  object  was  to  ascertain  to  what 
amount  these  balances,  if  any,  would  supersede 
the  necessity  of  additional  taxes ;  but,  it  was  asked, 
would  the  Government  be  justified  in  assessing 
one  farthing  less  on  account  of  these  balances, 
which  must  be  considered  in  a  great  measure  as 
fictitious  ?  It  was  further  said,  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
out  the  statement  in  question  during  tlie  present 
session. 

In  support  of  the  resolution,  it  was  said  that  it 
did  not  imply,  either   directly  or  indirectly,  any 
imputation   against  the  Comptroller — ^the    House 
has  undoubtedly  a  right  to  call  on  any  of  ita  offi- 
cers for  information.    It  is  an  opinion  abroad,  that 
there  are  large  sums  due  fh>m  individuals,  and  the 
public  has  a  right  to  be  satisfied  that  the  proper 
steps  have  been  taken  to  recover  those    sums. 
Those  steps  may  have  been  pursued,  but  it  is  not 
known  that  they  have;  further,  it  was  said,  that 
this  information  was  necessary  in  order  to  be  able 
to  form  a  competent  judgment  of  the  state  of  the 
public  accounts;  that  the  information  in  question, 
the  House  had  a  most  undoubted  ri?ht  to  receive ; 
and  that  it  wjis  a  very  strange  idea,  indeed,  to 
suppose  that  it  contained  any  reflection  on  the 
Comptroller,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Treasury ; 
it  was  further  said,  that  no  difficulties  ought  to 
deter  the  House  from  going  into  the  investigation ; 
it  was  immaterial  whose  names  were  brought  for- 
ward in  consequence,  the  balances    due  to   the 
public   ought  to  be  known.    That  similar  objec- 
tions to  those  now  offered  will  always  lie  against 
going  into  this  investigation,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  urgency  of   the  inquiry  will  be  the  strength 
and  ingenuity  of  those  objections.     With  respect 
to  the  disclosure  of  names,  it  was  observed,  that 
the  truth  once  known    would    set    every  man's 
character  in  a  just  point  of  light;  the  inquiry,  so 
far  from  proving  injurious  to  such  characters,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  most  direct  method  to  do  away  the 
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prejudices  and  Buspicioiis  that  have  been  cir- 
culated against  them.  It  is  said  to  be  problematical 
whether  there  are  any  balances  due;  but,  if  it 
should  appear  that  there  are,  they  may  be  obtained, 
and  a  much  mater  sum  reahzed  than  is  now 
thought  of,  and  new  burdens  on  the  people  to  that 
amount  may  be  prevented. 

IKDEMNITY  TO  GENERAL  GREENE. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  resolution  to  in- 
demnify the  estate  of  tbe  late  General  Nathaniel 
Greene  for  a  certain  suretyship  entered  into  by  the 
said  Nathaniel  In  his  lifetime  on  the  public  behalf; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Frodat,  February  34. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
trading  to  India  and  China,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  protection  and  en- 
couragement of  the  General  Government,  either 
by  prohibiting  foreigners  from  interfering  in  the 
trade,  or  making  a  greater  distinction  than  now 
exists,  between  the  duties  imposed  upon  goods 
imported  into  the  United  States,  immediately  from 
Asia,  and  those  brought  by  the  way  of  ifurope. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Otis,  their 
Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  he  had  brought 
to  the  House,  the  bill  for  making  further  and  more 
efTectoal  provision  for  the  defensive  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  together  with  a 
fair  transcript  from  their  Journal,  of  the  amend- 
ments thereto;  to  which  amendments  the  Senate 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

INDEMNITY  TO  GENERAL  GREENE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  resolution  to  indemnify  the 
estate  of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene 
for  a  certain  suretyship  entered  into  by  the  said 
Nathaniel,  in  his  lifetime,  on  public  account ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  resolution 
under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to  report  the 
same,  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

"  Whereas  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene, 
on  the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighth-three,  the  more  effectually  to  procure  rations 
and  supplies  for  the  Southern  army  of  tlie  (Jnited  States, 
became  bound  as  surety  for  John  Banks  and  Company, 
to  Newcomen  and  Collet,  merchants  in  Charleston,  for 
the  payment  of  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
three  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence,  sterling 
money,  being  the  condition  of  the  said  bond : 

**  And  whereas,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  •six,  the  balance  of  principal 
and  interest  of  the  said  bond,  being  then  eight  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds  six  shillings  ster- 
ling, was  paid  by  Sie  said  General  Greene :  Therefore, 

**  Eeiolved,  That  the  United  SUtes  shall  mdemnify  the 
•state  of  the  said  General  Greene  for  the  said  sum  last 
mentioned  and  the  interest  thereof^  or  for  such  sum  as, 
upon  due  investigation  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury, 


of  the  transaction  between  John  Banks  and  Company 
with  Messrs.  Newcomen  and  Collet,  in  whidi  General 
Greene  was  security  for  the  said  Banks  and  Company, 
it  shall  appear  that  neither  General  Greene  nor  his 
Executors  shall  have  received  any  payment  or  compen* 
sation  for.  Pnmdedt  The  Executors  of  the  said  Gene- 
ral Greene  shall  account  for  a  sum,  being  about  two 
thousand  pounds,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  recovered  of 
John  Feme,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  said  Banks  and 
Company,  to  be  in  part  of  the  indemnification  aforesaid. 
And  also  shall  make  over,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  all  mortgages,  bonds,  covenants,  or  other  counter 
secarities,  whatsoever,  now  due,  which  were  obtained 
by  the  said  General  Greene  in  his  lifetime,  firom  the  said 
iianks  and  Company,  on  account  of  his  being  surety  for 
them  as  aforesaid,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the 
said  Executors,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States" 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution $  and,  aner  some  time  spent  therein,  an  ad- 
journment was  called  for,  and  carried. 


Satxtrdat,  February  26. 
PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIER& 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  for  making  farther  and  more  efi^tual 
provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States;"  and  the  same  being  read,  some 
were  agreed  to,  others  amended  and  agreed  to,  and 
other  disacrreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 


Monday,  February  27. 

A  Report  was  received  on  the  petitions  of  the 
importers  of  teas  from  India,  which  was  in  favor 
of  the  petitioners;  and  proposes  extending  the 
time  for  payment  of  the  duties  irom  one  to  two 
years,    ilid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  Western  Territory,  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  were  committed  to 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Judge  Tamer. 

GEORGU  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

This  being  the  day  assigned  for  the  trial  of  the 
contested  election  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of 
James  Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undae  electioa 
and  return  of  Akthont  Wayne,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State 
of  Georgia,  the  House  proceeded  to  take  up  the 
same  for  consideration,  and  the  petitioner,  on  his 
prayer,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  House- 
Mr.  Wayne  rose,  and  after  observing  that  the 
last  postponement  had  not  afforded  sufficient  time 
to  receive  the  evidence  which  he  meant  to  bring  fo^ 
ward  on  this  occasion,  he  offered  a  resolution  for  a 

further  postponement  to  the Monday  in 

March  next. 

On  motion,  it  was  unanimously  voted  that  a  seat 

bo  assigned  for  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Jackson,  in  which 

he  might,  either  by  himself,  or  his  attorney,  state 

his  objections,  if  any,  to  a  further  postponement 

Mr.  Jackson  accordingly  took  a  seat  within  the 
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bar,  and  addressing  the  Chair,  offered  several  ob- 
jections to  a  further  postponement 

To  these  objections  Mr.  Watnb  replied;  and 
after  sundry  obserrations  from  various  parts  of  the 
House,  the  question  on  taking  up  the  order  of  the 
day  was  put  and  carried. 

The  resolution  for  a  postponement  was  then 
farther  discussed  uid  amended,  and  finally  agreed 
to  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

**  Reeohed,  That  the  trial  of  the  contested  elect- 
ion of  AiiTHoifT  Wayne,  returned  as  a  member 
of  this  House  to  represent  the  State  of  Georgia,  be 
postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next** 

Thirty-six  members  rose  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Baldwin  informed  the  House,  that  he  had 
receired  certain  papers  relative  to  this  election 
from  the  Supreme  Executive  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, which  he  asked  leave  to  lay  on  the  table  agree- 
ably to  instructions. 

Many  objections  were  made  to  receiving  these 
papers  from  all  parts  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  after  remarking  that  they  con- 
tained many  documents  which  the  House  must 
necessarily  recur  to  in  the  course  of  the  trial ;  and 
that  he  had  so  fiir  pursued  his  instructions,  as 
would  fully  exculpate  the  Executive  of  Georgia 
from  any  charge  of  remissness  in  duty  on  the  occa- 
sion, took  back  the  papers. 

Whereupon,  as  well  the  sitting  member  as  the 
petitioner,  being  fully  heard  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  said  application: 

Betohed,  That  the  trial  of  the  said  contested 
election  be  postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in 
March  next 


TvBSDAT,  Februaiy  28. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  FRONTIERS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  some  and  insist  on 
other  of  their  amendments^  disagreed  to  by  this 
Hoase  to  the  bill  for  makmg  further  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage.   Whereupon, 

Betohed^  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  the 
amendment  to  the  thirteenth  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  eighth  section  of  said  bill,  and 
doth  agree  to  the  said  thirteenth  amendment  with- 
out amendment :  also,  that  this  House  doth  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  &nate  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
said  bill 

EtmUed^  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  all  the  other  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill,  on  which  the 
Senate  hath  infflsted ;  and  also  doth  insist  on  the 
amendment  to  the  third  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  said  bill, 
to  which  the  Senate  hath  disagreed.  . 

Retohed^  That  a  conference  be  desired  with 
the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to ;  and  that  Mn  ScDowicKt  Mr. 
Wiuiaxson,  Mr.  Whits,  Mr.  Datton,  and  Mr. 


Bbown,  be  appointed  managers  at  the  said  con- 
ference, on  the  part  of  this  House. 

On  the  question  that  this  House  doth  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate for  striking  out  the  fourteenth  section  of  the 
said  bill,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"And  whereas,  in  case  the  forbearing  to  raise  the 
whole  or  aome  part  of  the  said  three  additional  regi- 
ments, should  be  deemed  not  consistent  with  the  pubuc 
safety,  it  will  still  be  desirable  that  all  unnecessary  ex- 
pense shonld,  as  far  as  possible,  be  avoided ;  and,  to  that 
end,  that  the  officers  of  the  same  should  only  be  ap- 
pointed from  time  to  time,  as  oocasiou  may  require — 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jtepreeeni- 
ativet  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Uouffrett 
aetemhMt  That  the  President  alone  be  authorized  to 
make  all  such  appointments  as  may  not  be  required 
previous  to  the  eloee  of  the  present  session  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  may  become  necessary  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress : 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  48 1 
nays  9,  as  follows : 

Tmas. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Shearjashub 
Bonme,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Elbridge  Oerry,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg,  William 
Barry  Grove,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Uuger,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa  Learned,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Flrederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Ifiles, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Peter  Sylvester,  Geoige 
Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  Alex- 
ander White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

NAva-^Egbert  Benson,  Thomas  FitasimoDS,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Samuel  lavermore,  Israel 
Smith,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Gom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  es- 
tablishing a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


WvoNCSDAT,  February  29. 

'A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend* 
ments  depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  entitled  **  An  act  for  making  further  and  more 
effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,"  and  have  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stxelx  be  appointed  one 
of  the  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Davtok,  inca- 
pacitated by  sickness. 

The  SPEAKxa  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
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of  public  money  between  the  Ist  of  October  and 
the  Slst  of  December,  1791,  inclusive;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fitzsi- 
iioNs,  Mr.  Laurancb,  and  Mr.  Ames. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  the  executors  of  Edward 
Carncs,  deceased ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  of  New  York  tra- 
ding to  India  and  China  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  the  patronage  and  en- 
couragement of  the  General  Uovornment,  either 
by  prohibiting  foreigners  from  interfering  in  the 
said  trade,  or  making  a  greater  difference  than  now 
exists  between  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the 
United  States  immediately  from  Asia  and  those 
brought  by  the  way  of  Europe. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the 
acts  establishing  the  Treasury  and  War  Depart- 
ments, made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next 

PETITION  OP. JOHN  CHURCHMAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Churchman.    Whereupon, 

JSeeolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  report,  in  the  words  following : 

**  That  the  Baid  OhurchmaD,  having  pursued  his  inqui- 
ries into  his  theory  of  the  variation  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  has  found  a  number  of  observations,  made  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  which  confirm  his  hypothe- 
sis ;  that,  animated  by  this  circumstance,  and  applauded 
for  bis  ingenuity  by  several  learned  societies  in  Europe, 
which  have  looked  up  to  him  for  the  prosecution  of  his 
plan  for  establishing  the  truth  of  his  theory,  he  has  been 
emboldened  to  ask  again  the  aid  of  the  General  Qovem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  enable  him  to  gratify  the 
expectations  of  the  philosophical  world,  and  to  put  his 
theory  to  an  immediate  and  the  strictest  scrutiny.  The 
committee  are  free  to  declare  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
Mr.  Churchman's  ingenuity,  displayed  in  proposing  and 
supporting  his  theory,  and  his  labors  in  prosecuting  his 
examination  thereof,  entitle  him  to  the  applause  of  the 
enlightened  world,  and  to  the  encouragement  and  sup- 
port of  his  country.  And  it  is  the  opmion  of  the  com- 
mittee that,  as  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
magnetism,  and  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  is 
greatly  to  be  desired,  as  it  would  furnish  a  ready  means 
of  adiusting  and  preventing  disputes  respecting  the 
boundaries  of  ancient  surveys  of  land,  and  of  correcting 
many  inaccuracies  in  geofrraphical  charts,  and  in  the 
journals  of  the  courses  and  distances  run  by  vessels  at 
sea,  every  possible  encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to 
all  persons  who,  by  their  theories,  cr>nfirmed  by  observa- 
tions, contribute  towards  the  perfecting  this  desirable 
knowledge ;  and  that,  as  the  United  States  are  peculiar- 
ly interested  in  whatever  can  adjust  or  prevent  disputes 
between  their  citisens,  and  can  improve  geography  and 


navigation,  *  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  may, 
with  great  propriety,  patronize  such  a  person  as  Mr. 
Chnrdiman,  and  grant  him  auch  aid  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  him  to  prosecute  his  laudable  mqairies  to 
good  effect ;'  but  the  committee  snbmit  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  Hou^e  to  say  whether,  in  the  present  dream- 
stances  of  the  United  States,  such  grant  ehall  now  be 
made.  As  to  that  pari  of  the  memorial  which  states 
that,  in  the  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by 
securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  their 
authors  and  proprietors,  the  penalW  annexed  to  the  o^ 
fences  of  copying  such  maps  a  ndcbarts  waa  too  small, 
and  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  offence,  and  praying 
for  an  act  to  amend  the  same,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  ia  reaaoo- 
anle,  and  that  the  copyright  of  maps,  charts,  tables,  and 
prints,  ought  to  be  secured  to  their  respective  author*, 
or  their  assigns,  by  greater  penalties  than  those  de- 
clared in  the  act  aforesaid." 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  report,  and  that  Mr.  PaoB,  Mr. 
GoooDUB,  and  Mr.  Grbog,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mitte  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  ef- 
fectually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress 


TRURSDAy,  March  1. 

Mr.  GrooDBUi,  from  the  Joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  appointed  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in 
the  present  session,  made  a  report;  which  wis 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '^An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts ;"  which 
was  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  liie  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FROlTriERa 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  made  ft  report 
Whereupon, 

Reeohed^  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate for  striking  out  the  fourteenth  section  of  the 
said  bill ;  also,  that  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  sixteenth  section,  and  doth  agree  to 
the  said  several  amendments  without  amendment 

Besohedf   That  this  House  doth  agree  to  an 
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amendment  and  modification  of  the  fifteenth  section, 
to  read  as  follows : 

''And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Preaident  be, 
and  he  hereby  ia,  autborixed,  from  time  to  time,  to  call 
iato  aeryice,  aod  for  such  periods  as  he  may  deem  re> 
qoiiite,  such  nmnber  of  cavalry  aa,  in  hia  iudgment,  may 
be  neceMary  for  the  protection  of  the  nrootiers :  Pro- 
nded,  That  the  non-commiasioned  officers  shall  not  be 
allowed  mora  than  one  dollar  per  day,  nor  the  privates 
more  than  aeventy-five  cents  per  day,  each  person  find- 
ing hia  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  at  his  own 
riak,  and  twenty -five  cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  rations  and 
forage,  provided  he  furnish  himaelf  therewith." 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac 
quaint  the  Senate  therewith. 


Fridat,  March  3. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  pro- 
mote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts*^  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com« 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next 

Ordered^  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  reducing  the 
rates  of  postage  on  newspapers ;  and  that  Mr.  Gbr- 
RT,  Mr.  MuRRAT,  and  Mr.  Futolet,  be  the  said 
eommittee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  ta  half- 
pay  and  to  invalid  pensions,"  with  several  amend- 
ments, to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  finishing  the 
ligfat-hoose  on  Bald  Head,  at  the  month  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  in  North  Carolina ;  and  that  Mr.  Grotb, 
Mr.  Ket,  and  Mr.  Babnwcll,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  modification 
of  the  amendments  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill  enUtled  **An  act  for  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  con- 
formably to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Conference. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  several  amendments 
thereto.  Orderedt  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Ohio  Company  of  Associates  was  presented  to  tho 
House  and  read,  praying  that  Congress  will  grant 
them  such  terms  and  conditions  for  the  comple- 
tion of  their  contract  with  the  late  Board  of  Trea- 
sury, and  for  confirming  their  title  to  the  tract  of 
land  then  purchased,  as  will  relieve  them  from  the 
lianger,  dimculty,  and  distress,  in  which  the  said 
company  are  now  involved,  from  causes  which  have 
arisen  since  the  purchase,  and  which  were  then 
wholly  unforeseen. 


Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Sbdowick,  Mr.  Firdlet,  Mr. 
Benson,  Mr.  Learned,  and  Mr.  Baldwin;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 


Saturday,  March  3. 

A  petition  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Quariermoster 
General,  praying  that  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
may  be  authorized  to  apply  a  certain  sum  of  money, 
heretofore  granted  to  aischarge  claims  against  hia 
Department,  to  the  jpayment  of  demands  of  certain 
public  creditors  in  the  State  of  New  York,  who  the 
petitioner  conceives  are,  from  their  peculiar  circum- 
stances, unjustly  precluded  by  the  act  of  limitation. 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  in- 
struction to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  GroODHUB,  from  the  committee  appointed,  re- 
ported a  ^^  bill  for  enrolluig  and  licensing  ships  and 
vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  the  same." 

Mr.  FiNDLET  presented  nine  petitions  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Chester  county,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  a  revision  of  the  £xcise  law. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  oflTered  by  the  Senate,  to  the  ^  bill  to 
ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims  to  half.pay  and  to 
invalid  pensions?*  Some  they  agreed  to,  and  dis- 
agreed to  others. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
turn made  to  him  of  the  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
within  the  District  of  South  Carolina. 

A  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
respecting  compensations  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Loans,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  B.  Bourne,  MebceBi 
and  TucKEB. 


Monday,  Marvh  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  a  copy 
of  the  laws  adopted  and  published  by  the  Uovemor 
and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  George  Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  said 
Territory. 

Mr.  Grote,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented, according  to  order,  a  bill  for  finishing  the 
light-house  on  Baldhead,at  the  mouth  of  CapeFear 
river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans,  in- 
valids, and  other  persons,"  with  several  amend- 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  to  the  House 
the  translation    of  a   Letter   from  the  King  of 
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France,  annonnciug  his  acceptance  of  the  Congiitu- 
tion  of  that  Kingdom.  These  were  read  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  they  insist  on  all  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate 
the  claims  to  half-pay  and  invalid  pensions;  and 
pi^pose  a  conference  on  the  subjects  of  disagree- 
ment 

A  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  on  the 
disagreement  between  the  House  and  Senate,  re- 
specting the  bill  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  claims 
to  half-pay  and  invalid  pensions.  Committee,  Messrs. 
LiTERMon,  Murray,  Kitchcll. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  dz«.,  were 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

MILITIA  BILIl 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform 
Militia  throughout  the  united  States ;  and  the  same 
being  severally  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to.  The  said  bill  was  then  further 
amended ;  and,  together  with  the  amendments,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


TuESDAT,  March  6. 

A  memorial  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  value  of 
certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  Western  Territory  of 
the  said  State,  which  were  a  donation  to  the  said 
University  from  Benjamin  Smith,  Esquire,  and 
have  been  since  ceded  to  the  Indians,  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  United  States,  at  the  Treaty  of 
Hopewell. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  Ue  on  the 
table. 

A  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  compensation  for 
his  services  as  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Miro, 
in  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio.  Referred  to 
the  Attorney  General,  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

MILITIA  BILL 

An  engrossed  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform 
Militia  throughout  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up ;  and,  on 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  31,  nays 
37 ;  OS  follows : 

Teas. — Fi0her  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  William 
Barry  Grove,  James  Hillhouse,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitch- 
ell,  «lohn  Laurance,  Amaaa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberff,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Israel  Smithj  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel 


Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Abraham 
Yenable,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats. — Abraham  Baldwin,  Sheaijaahub  Bourne, 
William  Findley,  Nidiolas  Gilmao,  James  Gordon, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Daniel  Heister,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John  Francis  Meroer,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  John  Page,  Jonah  Parker,  Gomeliiis  C 
Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seoey,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredrell,  Thomai 
Tudor  Tucker,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  WaAsworth,  Ar- 
temas  Ward,  Anthony  Wayne,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

Mr.  Gerrt,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on 
newspapers ;  whieh  was  received,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  Sprakcr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
in|;  his  Report,  made  pursuant  to  two  orders  of 
this  House,  of  the  first  and  second  of  November 
last ;  the  first  directing  the  said  Seeretarr  to  re- 
port to  the  House  such  Information  as  he  may 
have  obtained  respectinff  any  difficulties  which 
may  have  occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  act 
''repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  im- 
ported from  abroad,  ana  laying  others  in  their 
stead;  and,  also,  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the  same;" 
together  with  his  opinion  thereupon.  The  second, 
directing  him  ta  report  to  the  House  whether  any, 
and  what,  alterations  in  favor  of  the  apiiita,  whidi 
shall  be  distilled  from  articles  of  the  erowth  or 
produce  of  the  United  States,  or  from  ^reign  ar- 
ticles within  the  same,  can,  in  his  o[nttion,  be 
made  in  the  act  for  laying  duties  upon  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  consistently  with 
its  main  design,  and  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  faith ;  which  were  read*  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


Wedhssdat,  March  7. 

A  bill  for  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on  news- 
papers was  read  the  second  time,  and  onlered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Friday  next 

A  petition  of  Elizabeth  Lovell,  relfet  of  Robert 
Lovell,  deceased,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  to  receive  the  depreciation  of  pay  due 
to  her  said  husband,  for  his  services  as  a  Lieutenant, 
during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Learning,  by  securing  the 
copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times 
therein  mentioned.**  Also,  a  bill  ''to  enable  John 
Churchman  to  prosecute  certain  observations  aod 
discoveries  relative  to  the  Northern  magnetic  point;*' 
which  were  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

WIDOWS,  ORPHANS,  4a 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons  ;**  and  the  same  being 
read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to. 
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Orderedj  That  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the  Senate 
therewith. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  the 
Hoase  do  come  to  the  foUowing  resolution : 

'*  JUtdvfd,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeamiry  he 
directed  to  report  to  this  Hooie  hU  ophuoo  of  the  hett 
mode  lor  raiaing  the  additiooal  snppliee  requisite  for  the 
eoaoiiig  year :" 

And,  debate  arising  thereon,  an  adjournment 
WIS  called  for  and  carried. 


Tbubsdat,  March  8. 

A  hill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Learning,  by  securing  the 
copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
tnd  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Wednesday  next 

A  hill  to  enable  John  Churchman  to  prosecute 
certain  obserrations  and  discoveries  relative  to  the 
Northern  magnetic  point,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  se'nnight 

Mr.  Skdowick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Wis  referred  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates,  made 
a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Tuesday  next. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Laurens,  of  Charleston,  in 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  a  cUim  presented 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  b^  him  reported  on,  may 
DOW  be  considered  and  decided  on. 

Ordered^'ThaX  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Mr.  WnrrB,  and  Mr.  Clark  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

ADDITIONAL  SUPPLIES. 

The  fiouse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  jesterday,  in  the  words  following : 

**Ji«tol9€d,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  his  opinioo  of  the  best 
mode  for  raiaing  the  additional  supplies  requisite  lor  the 
ensuing  year.** 

Mr.  Sedowigx  said,  that  when  the  law  was 
passed  constituting  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
report  to  the  Legislature  plans  for  the  management 
and  improvement  of  the  revenue,  he  had  fondlv 
indulged  the  hope  that  a  great  principle  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  had  been  so  far 
settled  that  it  would  not  have  been  called  in  ques- 
tion at  so  early  a  period.  This  principle  he  then 
and  still  understood  to  be,  that  a  great  officer 
should,  by  appointment  for  that  purpose  and  an 
adequate  salary,  be  responsible  to  the  community 
to  produce  to  the  consideration  of  the  National 
Legislature,  such  systematic  arrangements  in  the 
intricate  business  of  finance,  as  should  give  the 
highest  assurance  of  the  support  of  public  credit, 


with  the  least  possible  burden  to  the  dtixens  of 
America.  That  if  this  great  principle  remained 
still  to  be  determined,  he  ardently  wished  that  we 
might  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations, 
and  by  our  own :  that  he  knew  of  no  nation  that 
suffered  under  the  weight  of  a  public  debt,  but 
had  found  it  indispensable  to  its  welfive  to  appoint 
some  officer  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  superin* 
tend  this  important  branch  of  business ;  and  that 
without  such  appointment,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  conceive  that  an  orderly  administration  of 
the  finances  could  be  effected.  It  was  not  long 
since,  that  all  America  had  attempted  to  provide 
for  the  public  exigencies,  by  the  nncugested  schemes 
of  legislating  financiers.  The  effects  are  remem- 
bered bpr  all;  the  revenue  was  incomparably  less 
productive,  and  yet  the  people  infinitely  more  bur- 
dened than  at  present  These  iacts  would  render 
any  other  arguments  superfluous  with  those  who 
believed  that  experience  was  the  best  guide  to 
well-founded  political  conclusions.  But^  on  the 
other  hand,  if  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  calcu* 
late  on  the  data  afforded  by  imajgination,  and  to 
build  systems  on  arguments  a  priori,  not  only  un« 
sanctioned  by  experiment,  but  in  opposition  to  all 
experience,  we  might  render  the  debts  we  owed — 
which  had  been  justly  styled  the  price  of  libertv, 
and  for  which  therefore  we  were  under  the  high- 
est obligation  to  provide — an  intolerable  burden* 
For  he  would  venture  to  pronounce,  that  the  mea- 
sures which  wocdd  result  from  such  a  desultory 
mode  of  procedure,  would  create  grievous  exac- 
tions on  our  constituents^  disappoint  the  expecta- 
tions of  Government,  and  prove  inadequate  to  the 
support  of  public  credit 

Dj  these  observations,  he  did  not  mean  to  dero- 
gate from  the  responsibility  of  the  character  of 
the  House  collectively,  or  of  any  individual  mem- 
ber of  it  There  might  be  many  who  had  suffi- 
cient talents  ably  to  preside  in  the  management  of 
our  finances,  provided  their  minds  were  confined 
to  the  oontempbition  of  that  subject  alone.  But 
it  should  be  remembered,  that  whOe  separated  in 
the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  the  avocations  of 
professions,  or  other  business,  left  to  most  of  the 
members  but  litUe  leisure  for  the  investigation  of 
political  questions ;  that  while  in  session,  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  attention  to  every  subject  of  legis- 
lation committed  to  the  National  (Government 
That,  considering  the  limited  faculties  of  the  hu*- 
man  mind,  he  did  not  think  gentlemen  should  feel 
themselves  wounded  in  reputation,  by  the  suppo- 
sition that  they  were  not,  collectively,  minutely 
acquainted  with  every  branch  of  science,  a  know- 
ledge of  which  might  be  involved  in  tiie  subjects 
of  our  legislation.  Without  such  an  extent  of  in- 
formation and  science,  a  man  might  be  an  excel- 
lent legisUtor;  otherwise  the  business  of  popular 
legislation  must  altogether  cease,  or  be  verv  badly 
managed.  It  would  not  produce  the  smallest  un- 
easiness in  his  mind,  to  have  it  universally  known 
that  he  pretended  not  to  the  deep  knowledge  of  ju- 
risprudence of  the  Attorney  €leneral,  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  Secretary  of  State  with  the  political 
interests  and  relations  of  the  community,  or  the 
profound  knowledge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
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BU17  of  the  intricate  subjects  of  finance.  Tet  he 
felt  some  deg;ree  of  confidence  in  the  ability  which 
he  possessed,  of  Judging  of  the  expediency  of 
adopting  such  measures  as  those  officers  should 
recommend.  He  observed,  that  the  House,  ever 
since  the  organization  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, had  conducted  as  if  convinced  of  the  just- 
ness of  this  reasoning,  by  their  frequent  references 
to  the  Heads  of  these  Departments.  That,  par- 
ticularly, when  it  had  been  suggested  that  the 
Judicial  system  required  amendment,  the  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  At- 
torney General.  That  when  the  commerce  of  the 
coun^  came  under  deliberation,  it  was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.  That  these  subjects 
comprehended  the  most  important  and  dearest  in- 
terests of  the  people.  That  he  heartily  concurred 
in  those  references,  and  would  take  the  liberty  to 
add,  that  they  had  the  support  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  now  so  strenuous  in  opposition  to  the 
present  motion.  That  if  the  House  was  then  right, 
those  would  not  be  wrong  who  were  in  ftvor  of 
this  question.  He  observed,  that  gentlemen,  in  the 
two  cases  which  in  argument  they  had  supported, 
had  given  very  opposite  opinions  of  the  collective 
character  of  the  members  of  the  House.  When 
they  were  considering  them  solely  devising  the 
ways  and  means  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency 
of  the  revenue,  they  gave  them  idl  the  qualities  of 
profound  financiers ;  out  when  they  were  to  con- 
sider the  reports  of  the  Secretary,  they  became  at 
once  transformed  into  resistless  dupes,  incapable 
of  manly  investigation,  and  quietly  sailing  down 
the  stream  of  Ministerial  influence.  Did  gentle- 
men feel,  in  the  latter  instance,  the  want  of  that 
independence  of  spirit,  which  is  necessary  to  ena- 
ble tnem  to  investigate  and  decide  for  themselves? 
If  so,  they  would  want  much  of  that  greatness  of 
character  which  would  enable  them,  in  the  former 
case,  to  act  idr  the  public  benefit  It  appeared,  by 
what  gentlemen  had  said  during  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  members  were  not  to  be  absolutely 
restricted  from  receiving  every  species  of  informa- 
tion on  this  interesting  subject  from  the  man  who 
was  constitutionallv  selected  as  the  best  qualified 
to  give  it,  and  amply  paid  by  the  public  to  devote 
all  his  time  and  talents  to  understand  and  com- 
municate respecting  it  It  was,  however,  curious 
to  observe  the  narrow  limits  within  which  that 
information  was  to  be  restricted,  and  the  incompre- 
hensible mode  by  which  it  was  to  be  obtained. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Madison,] 
who  had  heretofore  approved  the  references  which 
be  had  mentioned,  to  the  Attorney  Qeneral  and 
to  the  Sccretaxy  of  State,  and  who  had  given  effi- 
cient aid  in  making  it  by  law  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  plans  for  the 
management  and  improvement  of  the  revenue — 
had,  on  this  occasion,  taken  some  pains  to  show 
the  consistency  of  his  political  conduct,  by  attempt- 
ing to  prove  that  management  and  improvement 
implied  neither  project  nor  appropriation.  This 
gentleman  had  given  in  detail  the  several  proceed- 
ings which  ought  to  take  place  to  obtain  on  one 
hand  the  benefit  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  to  muntain  on  the  other  the  indepen- 


dency of  the  House.  Thus^  according  to  his  plan, 
was  the  business  to  be  pursued.  The  House  wis, 
in  the  first  place,  to  call  on  the  Secretary  for  a 
state  of  facts ;  it  was  then  to  resolve  itself  into  t 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  form  opinions ;  these 
opinions  were  then  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary, 
for  him  to  report  respecting  them  a  sg^stematic 
arrangement.  Let  this  scheme,  so  far  as  it  is 
intelligible,  be  examined.  First,  the  House  is  to 
obtain  fi^m  the  Secretary  a  state  of  facts.  The 
House  had  been  left  to  conjecture  to  what  sub- 
ject those  facts  were  to  relate.  We  already  knew 
the  deficiency  to  be  provided  for — the  subjects  of 
revenue,  such  as  were  pre-occupied,  and  such  as 
still  remained  untouched;  we  also  knew  how  far 
those  which  had  been  occupied  were  productive. 
These  facts  were  already  known ;  we  must  not  re- 
ceive any  opinions  or  argumentative  deductions  re- 
specting them ;  this  would  eo  in  destruction  of  the 
independence  and  purity  of  the  House,  and  some 
gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose,  to  the  subversion  of 
liberty.  The  facts,  whatever  they  might  be,  were 
to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  who, 
as  financiers,  were  to  form  opinions  respecting 
them ;  and  those  opinions  were  to  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  for  a  systematic  arrangement,  and  this 
systematic  arrangement  was  to  be  made  without 
suggesting  any  opinion.  How  this  was  to  be  done 
the  gentlemen  had  not  been  pleased  to  declare. 
We  only  knew  that  no  opinions  were  to  be  re- 
commended to  the  adoption  of  the  House.  This 
was  the  dreadful  enemy  to  our  independence  and 
freedom,  that  was  to  be  avoided  with  the  utmost 
caution.  He  himself  had  hitherto  supposed,  that 
a  systematic  arrangement  for  the  execution  oi  a 
complicated  and  intricate  subjecti  could  not  be 
made  without  suf^gestlng  many  opinions.  That 
he  believed  this  smgular,  and  as  yet  inexplicable, 
scheme  of  forming  svstematic  arrangements  with- 
out opinions,  would  be  as  curious  as  it  would  be 
new  in  practice. 

He  said,  no  gentleman  could  doubt  but  that  the 
plans  of  the  Minister  would  find  their  way  into 
the  House,  if  regularly  introduced,  as  they  had 
hitherto  been.  The  officer,  whoever  he  might  be, 
would  be  responsible  at  least  in  reputation  to 
America  and  to  the  world,  which  Mone  would 
form  the  strongest  motives  to  industry  and  integ- 
rity in  the  various  plans  he  should  recommend. 
That  it  appeared  to  him,  that  gentlemen  who  so 
strenuously  opposed  the  present  motion,  would,  if 
they  should  succeed  in  their  wishes,  destroy  most 
of  the  benefits  intended  by  the  institution  of  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  wholly 
screen  the  officer  from  every  species  of  responsi- 
bilitjfr. 

Mr.  Goodhue  supported  the  reference.  He 
generally  remarked,  tnat  in  his  opinion  the  most 
eligible  mode  to  be  adopted  for  raising  the  sup- 
plies on  the  present  occasion  would  be  by  way  of 
loan.  He  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
various  objects  which  ought  to  be  within  the  know- 
ledge of  every  man  who  pretends  to  manage  the 
finances  of  a  country.  He  did  not  think  it  any 
derogation  from  the  character  of  any  member  of 
the  House  to  suppose  that  they  were  less  com- 
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petent  to  a  thorough  inTestigatioxi  of  fiscal  ar- 
rangements than  an  individual  who  had  made  the 
subject  the  particular  object  of  his  study  and  atten- 
tion. The  mischieTOus  consequences  of  committing 
these  arrangements  to  numbers,  had  been  severely 
felt  in  some  of  the  States ;  in  the  present  case  the 
House  does  not,  however,  commit  its  judgment — it 
is  at  liberty  to  approve  or  reject — and  the  measure, 
in  fiict,  is  only  taking  the  best  means  to  get  the 
best  information. 

Mr.  Pagc — I  shall  always  vote  against  a  motion 
for  applying  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
information  respecting  the  means  of  procuring  the 
sums  of  money  necessary  for  the  exigencies  of 
Government.    It  is  no  argument  to  me  to  be  told, 
that  the  act  which  established  the  Department,  at 
the  head  of  which  that  officer  is  placed,  authorizes 
that  motion.     That  act  may  be  plead  as  obligatory 
on  the  Secretary  to  reply  to  such  inquiry  when 
made  by  Congress,  but  not  to  induce  this  House 
to  make  such  inf^uiry.    When  that  act,  which  is 
now  urged  in  justification  of  the  motion  before  the 
House,  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
which  formed  it,  I  raised  my  feeble  voice  against 
it    I  endeavored  to  show,  that  the  powers  given 
to  an  officer  who  was  appointed  by  the  President 
and  Senate,  and  removable  by  the  President  alone, 
were  such  as  were  utterly  mcompatible  with  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  perhaps  with 
the  letter  of  it,  as  that  does  not  permit  even  the 
independent  Senate,  the    Representatives  of   the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  to  originate  a 
monev  bill.     I  remarked,  that  if  the  bill  passed,  it 
would  verify  the  predictions  of  the  anti-Federalists, 
as  they  were  called,  and  would  alarm  many  friends 
of  the  new  Government   I  observed  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  former  Congress,  which  was  adduced 
as  a  precedent  for  such  applications  to  the  Secre- 
taiy  for  his  statements  and  reports,  was  not  a  case 
in  point;  as  the  Congress,  under  the  Confederation, 
was  looked  upon  as  a  mere  diplomatic  body,  whose 
acts  were  revised,  approved,  or  rejected  bv  the  State 
Assemblies — which  shows  that  it  was  immaterial 
who  planned  the  schemes  of  finance — whence  in- 
formation was  derived,  or  who  drew  the  acts  of 
the  then  Congress^  as  they  were  not,  as  the  laws 
of  the  present  Congress  are,  paramount  to  the  laws 
of  all  the  States.    I  contended,  sir,  that  it  was  the 
pecnliar  duty  of  this  House,  to  originate  money 
bills,  and  to  devise  ways  and  means,  as  they  are 
called.    I  am  still  most  decidedly  of  the  same  opin- 
ion ;  and  I  think  with  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
Tinia  [Mr.  Fttzsimons,]  that  such  a  reference  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  dereliction  of 
<rar  duty,  and  an  abandonment  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  OS ;  and  that  many  other  references  must  have 
the  appearance  of  an  unbecoming  indolence.    I 
tm  also  of  opinion  with  the  member  from  Geor- 
gia, [Mr.  Baldwin,]  that  if  ever  we  make  a  stand, 
it  should  be  on  this  ground.     I  will  add,  that  it  is 
high  time  to  make  that  stand.    For  a  bill  having 
passed,  which  was  opposed  as  dangerous  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  utterly  incompatible  with  the  princi- 
ples of  a  free  Government,  and  indeed  as  inconsist- 
ent with  the  plain  construction,  and  I  may  say  the 
very  letter  of  our  own  Constitution ;  and  that  bill 


being  now  appealed  to  as  a  justification  of  a  mo- 
tion which  can  be  supported  on  no  other  princi' 
pies,  but  such  as  may  be  used  to  subvert  our  Go- 
vernment, and  to  introduce  a  Monarchy,  as  un- 
limited as  that  lately  abolished  in  France;  for 
surely  if  more  wisdom  can  be  found  in  a  few  Heads 
of  Departments,  than  in  the  whole  Representative 
body  of  the  people — and  if  those  Heads  can  be 
made  responsible,  while  the  Representatives  are 
free  from  responsibility,  and  desjMitch  and  energy 
can  be  obtained  without  the  expense  of  a  Congress, 
or  of  this  House  at  least,  I  see  not  why  the  people 
might  not  make  a  favorite  President  as  absolute 
as  the  Kings  of  France  have  been,  and  call  on 
Congress,  lixe  the  Parliaments  of  Paris,  on^  to 
register  his  edicts*  I  say,  as  this  is  the  case,  it  is 
high  time  to  make  a  stand.  But  we  are  told,  that 
the  Heads  of  Departments  are  recognised  by  the 
Constitution,  and  the  business  now  required  of  one 
of  them  sanctioned  b^  law ;  and  we  are  also  told 
of  precedents  establishing  and  authorising  this 
mode  of  proceeding.  It  is  surelv,  then,  high  time 
for  every  member  who  views  that  law  and  such 
proceedings  under  it,  in  the  light  I  do^  to  join  with 
the  member  from  Georgia,  and  make  a  stand,  as 
he  calls  it  And  I  trust,  sir,  that  rather  than  suffer 
that  law  to  be  thus  resorted  to,  they  will  unite  to 
amend  or  repeal  it 

I  repeat  it,  sir,  here  we  should  make  a  stand ; 
for  however  well  intended  such  measures  m^y  be, 
and  the  arguments  in  support  of  them,  their  tend- 
ency is  mischievous,  and  ought  to  be  opposed  by 
everv  friend  to.a  free  Gh>vernment 

The  bills  establishing  the  Departments  of  Go- 
vernment have  strong  Monarchical  features;  and 
have  too  often  led  Congress  into  the  steps  of  Mo- 
narchical Governments.  The  Republican  part  of 
the  Bjritish  Government  rely  on  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means ;  the  Heads  of  Departments  be- 
ing members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  are  always 
forward  to  take  the  lead  in  the  plans  or  projects 
of  the  Crown;  and  they  have  so  ingeniously  in- 
volved the  plans  of  finance,  that  few  understand 
the  mysterious  business,  and  therefore  it  is  in  the 
Minister's  hands  alone.  Sir,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons always  severely  scrutinize  their  plans,  and 
are  not  so  obsequious  to  their  Ministers,  as  some 
gentlemen  are  disposed  to  be  to  our  Secretaries. 

But  what  would  Englishmen  say,  if  their  Par- 
liament wore  to  pass  such  a  bill  as  this  now  re- 
ferred to ;  and  should  call  on  a  man,  not  a  member 
of  either  House,  but  appointed  by  the  King,  with 
the  advice  indeed  of  the  House  of  Lords,  remova- 
ble however  by  the  King  alone,  to  lay  before  the 
House  of  Commons  a  plan  of  ways  and  means? 
Would  the  people  of  England  be  satisfied  with  the 
strange  story  of  his  responsibility?  And  of  his 
superior  abilities?  But  what  is  this  responsibility 
so  much  talked  of?  The  President  may  dismiss  the 
Secretary  from  his  office,  or  this  House  may  im- 
peach him ;  but  when  the  President  and  Congress 
both  are  his  accomplices,  who  will  dismiss  or  who 
impeach,  and  where  then  is  his  responsibility  ?  And 
what  is  to  become  of  the  people's  rights,  if  this  be 
the  case,  and  this  House  be  not  accountable  to  the 
people  for  its  acts  ?  as  a  member  said. 


443 


fflSTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


444 


H.  OP  R.] 


Additional  Supplies. 


[March,  1792. 


But,  sir,  I  will  not  ask  what  Englishmen  would 
say  on  such  an  occasion,  I  will  tell  you  what  Ame- 
ricans have  said.  They  have  said  that,  under  this 
boasted  act,  you  might  as  well  apply  to  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  first  instance,  as  to  any  Head  of  De- 
partment imder  him,  were  it  not  for  their  virtue ; 
and  that,  at  the  rate  Congress  have  proceeded  in 
some  cases,  their  rights  are  at  the  mercy  of  De> 
partments.  But  here  we  are  asked,  if  we  have  not 
wisdom  enough  to  reject  an  improper  phui,  how 
we  could  be  supposed  capable  of  devising  a  good 
one  f  To  this,  sir,  I  shall  only  reply,  that  when  we 
have  done  our  best^  we  shall  have  discharged  our 
duty ;  and  our  bills  will  at  least  be  framed  accord- 
ing to  our  Constitution ;  and  the  doubting  members 
may  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  if  they  please. 
One  member  endeavored  to  ridicule  Republican 
jealousy ;  I  thapk  God,  although  I  am  a  Republi- 
can, I  know  where  to  direct  my  jealous  attention, 
and  where  and  when  to  repose  confidence ;  when 
to  strengthen  Government  and  when  to  restrain 
it 

We  were  asked  indeed.  Are  you  afraid  of  truth, 
and  unwilling  to  receive  instruction?  I  answer, 
No.  Truth  is  our  great  object,  and  just  informa- 
tion our  only  aim ;  but  to  get  at  truth,  respecting 
the  most  likely  means  of  raising  a  revenue,  with 
as  little  inconvenience  as  possible  to  our  constitu- 
ents, was,  I  conceive,  a  principal  object  in  the  view 
of  tha  framers  of  our  Constitution,  when  they  in- 
stituted this  House  of  Representatives.  In  this 
House  alone  I  should  search  for  truth,  respecting 
this  important  question ;  from  the  Representatives 
of  the  States  I  should  expect  to  receive  all  the 
necessary  information  respecting  it;  and  if  the 
Secretary  be  possessed  of  vouchers  or  further  in- 
formation, the  House  should  call  for  it  In  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  every  inquiry  should  be 
made — resolutions  be  proposed,  examined,  amend- 
ed, and  when  maturely  considered  and  approved 
by  the  House,  where  all  the  further  information 
which  the  Heads  of  Departments  can  give  may  be 
called  for,  our  business  would  be  done.  I  say  this 
is  the  way  for  Congress  to  get  at  information,  and 
to  arrive  at  truth;  but  to  apply,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  a  single  individual  must  be  improper — 
to  an  individual  circumstanced  as  the  Heads  of 
Departments  are — who  are  removable  by  the 
President — ^liable,  from  the  infirmity  of  human 
nature,  to  local  attachments,  to  imposition,  even 
of  ingenuity  and  good  sense ;  I  mean  the  imposi- 
tion of  their  own  theoretical  reasoning,  borrowed 
from  writers  on  Governments  not  altogether  re- 
sembling our  own.  Whatever  he  should  propose, 
would  come  with  such  advantages  as  to  require 
much  time,  and  perhaps  more  penetration  than 
this  House  could  reAdily  command,  to  see  through 
and  reject,  if  improper ;  but  some,  I  know,  are  of 
opinion  that  a  Secretary  may  venture  to  propose 
what  no  member  would  be  hardy  enough  to  men- 
tion. Some  have  doubted  whether  the  Funding 
System,  the  Assumption,  or  the  Excise,  could  have 
been  introduced  by  any  other  means.  If  this  be 
true,  and  these  schemes  be  such  as  in  the  issue  of 
them  shall  be  attended  with  happy  consequences, 
so  far  as  we  have  gone,  such  applications  to  the 


Secretary  were  right ;  but  it  is  unmanly,  and  vn- 
beooming  the  Representatives  of  freemen,  to  act 
in  this  manner,  to  adopt  measures  which  we  dare 
not  propose,  and  to  applaud  them  becaose  ihey 
were  planned  by  this  or  that  Secretary,  It  is  un- 
generous to  hold  up  a  Secretary  as  responsible  for 
errors  adopted  by  Congress ;  and  it  is  unreasoDable 
to  impose  upon  him  a  task  which,  although  oar 
peculiar  duty  to  perform,  we  shrink  from.  The 
multitude  of  references  already  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  necessary  length  of 
some  of  his  reports,  leave  him  no  Insure  to  attend 
properly  to  the  different  branches  of  his  own  De- 
partment. 

But  what  information  do  we  ask  ?  We  know 
the  estimates  of  exnenses  for  the  present  year. 
We  have  estimates  of  the  probable  amount  ol  the 
revenue ;  and  we  have  called  for  a  Report  of  the 
amount  of  surpluses,  if  any,  in  the  TreaiBury.  We 
can  then,  as  well  as  the  Secretary,  determine  whe- 
ther any  additional  revenue  will  be  necessary;  and 
if  so,  we  alone  ought  to  devise  the  ways  and  means 
of  raising  it.  If  despatch  is  necessary,  it  is  better 
to  determine  here  at  once  what  is  to  be  done,  than 
to  apply  to  the  Secretary,  whose  plans  we  maj, 
after  long  debates,  reject  As  to  the  Seoretarv  of 
the  Treasury,  I  acknowledge  his  abilities ;  I  know 
too  that  some  of  his  Reports  do  honor  to  his  heart, 
as  well  as  to  his  head ;  his  gallant  behavior  in  the 
late  war  has  commanded  my  highest  respect  and 
esteem ;  but  I  owe  too  much  respect  to  our  coun- 
try to  agree  to  the  resolution  before  you.  I  wish, 
therefore,  that  this  House  would  refer  only  sneh 
■cases  to  him,  as  they  cannot  decide  on  withoat 
official  information  in  his  hands ;  and,  that,  in  the 
present  case,  the  House  would,  in  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  take  under 
their  consideration  the  means  of  raising  the  sap- 
plies  which  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  sap- 
port  of  Government,  and  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers. 

Mr.  Steele  observed  that  a  motion  to  brin^ 
forward  a  bill  for  repealing  the  law  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department,  would  afibrd  a  proper 
opportunity  for  the  display  of  that  oratory  which 
the  House  had  been  entertained  with  yesterdaj 
and  to-day ;  but  on  the  present  occasion,  he  con- 
ceived the  remarks  were  not  in  point  He  ob- 
served that  it  was  customary  with  the  first  Con- 
gress to  make  references  of  subjects  of  this  nature 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  the  present 
(Donmss  has  done  the  same,  and  he  had  heard  of 
nothmg  that  suggests  a  sufficient  reason  to  deri- 
ate  from  the  practice.  All  the  Reports  that  hare 
been  received  have  been  attended  to,  investigated, 
and  scrutinised  with  a  seal  and  diligence  which 
have  not  marked  the  conduct  of  the  House  on  the 
Reports  from  Select  Committees.  He  instanced 
several  Hearts  of  the  latter  description,  to  which 
little  attention  had  been  paid.  The  independence 
of  the  House  has  heea  manifested  in  respect  to 
Reports  firom  Executive  officers,  even  from  the 
highest ;  and  he  trusted  that,  on  all  occasions,  the 
House  would  continue  to  support  its  independence 
of  character.  He  should  always  rejoice  in  an  op- 
portunity to  oppose  every  Report  from  the  Heads 
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of  Departments,  when  bis  judgment  did  not  ap- 
prove of  them. 

He  contrasted  the  present  conduct  of  those  op- 
posed to  the  motion,  with  their  conduct  on  the  bill 
providing  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiera  Every 
one  who  now  opposes  this  proposition,  was  in  favor 
of  almost  an  implicit  adoption  of  the  Report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  He  opposed  that  report; 
bat  these  gentlemen  now  oppose  the  most  obvious 
mode  of  devising  ways  and  means  to  defray  an 
enormous  expense,  brought  on  the  country  by  that 
v»y  bilL 

Mr.  MuRBAT  observed,  that,  on  such  a  question, 
his  object  should  be  to  pursue  what  appeared  to 
him  the  wisest  mode  of  raising  taxes.    In  agree- 
ing, however,  with  the  resolution  and  its  reference, 
he  could  neither  see  danger  in  the  precedent,  nor 
surrender   of  constitutional  right  in  the  conse- 
quences.   As  to  the  privilege  of  originating  money 
bills,  when  ways  and  means  are  to  be  sought  for, 
his  first  object  should  be,  to  gain  all  the  informa- 
tion the  delicacy  of  the  case  demanded.    The  duty 
of  exploring  the  resources  of  a  country,  as  yet  un- 
tried in  many  of  its  objects  of  taxation,  was  cer- 
tainly the  business  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  but  why  they  should  refuse  to  themselves 
tn  opportunity  of  gaining  additional  knowledge 
beyond  what  the  leisure  of  any  one  here,  or  the 
abilities  of  few  could  collect,  was  extraordinary. 
He  wished  for  a  reference  to  the  Secretary,  in  the 
first  instance,  because  it  would  not  very  well  com- 
port with  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  refer  to  him 
in  the  secoad  instance.     If,  on  trial,  there  should 
tppear  either  a  crudity  or  a  conflicting  of  systems ; 
and  if,  as  would  most  probably  be  the  case,  par- 
tiality in  the  mover  of  any  undebated  set  of  resolu- 
tions, should  show  itself,  the  House  must  either 
make  the  most  of  the  plans  proposed,  or,  in  the 
Tery  last  resort,  call  on  the  Officer  of  Government 
to  suggest  his  opinion  on  the  subject    The  sub- 
ject was  extremely  intricate;  but  part  of  the  in- 
tricacy of  taxation  and  finance  was  removed  by 
the  well-arranged  order  in  which,  he  presumed, 
the  documents  relative  to  the  Department  were 
preserved.    An  act  of  Congress  has  already  deli- 
neated the  duties  of  the  various  Departments.     To 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  belonged  to  col- 
lect information  respecting  the  objects  of  taxation ; 
to  invent  or  adopt,  and  propose  schemes  by  which 
the  revenues  were  to  be  improved ;  to  digest  ideas 
on  the  political  economy  of  the  countiy,  and  to 
superintend  its  finances.     In  such  a  Department, 
he  must  think  that  a  mass  of  information  existed 
on  the  various  resources  of  this  country,  and  their 
probable  productiveness,  which  was  not  necessarily 
to  be  expected  elsewhere.    He  wished  to  avail 
himself  of  this  information,  on  which  he  would 
exercise  his  right  of  judging,  altering,  or  reject- 
ing ;  and  he  wished  to  obtain  it  in  the  mode  most 
congenial  with  his  own  mind,  in  an  open,  respon- 
sible communication    to  the    whole    House.     He 
was  certain  that,  though  in  no  habits  of  intimacy 
himself,  that  could  justify  a  private  communica- 
tion with  the  Secretary,  nor  warrant  from  the  Se- 
cretary an  unsolicited  opinion  to  him,  the  opinions 
and  ideas  of  the  Secretary  would,  in  some  way  or 


other,  most   assuredly  find   their  way  into  the 
House.    He  wished  to  see  no  Ministerial  out-door 
influence.    The  whole  influence  of  superior  judg- 
ment, and  of  well-digested  opinion,  he  did  not  fear. 
On  the  contrary,  that  superiority  was  the  only  one 
to  which  he  could  bow ;  and  the  only  way  in  which 
the  unmixed  benefit  of  such  an  influence  can  be 
felt,  was  that  way  in  which  the  law  respecting 
the  Heads  of  Departments  contemplated  the  sub- 
ject   From  this  mode  of  communicating  all  the 
knowledge  of  the  Treasury  Department,  two  bene- 
fits would  be  derived:  the  Secretary  would  send 
to  us  his  best  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  in  a  way 
of  which  the  whole  House  and  the  public  itself 
could  avail  themselves  in  forming  a  judgment; 
and  private  influence,  partially  and  irresponsibly 
given  to  individual  members,  would  be  rendered 
useless.    He  begged  leave  to  remark,  that  the  ob- 
jection to  this  mode,  that  the  power  and  right  was 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  originate  money 
bills,  could  not  have  much  weight    The  House  of 
Representatives,  of  right,  and  by  the  Constitution, 
were  properly  constituted  the  sole  origin  of  money 
bills;  but  this  reference  does  not  deny  the  right, 
nor  can  it  weaken  its  operation.    A  bill  does  not 
originate  till  the  House  has  agreed  to  some  prin- 
ciples or  resolution,  or  a  committee  reports  a  bill 
by  order.    Principles  then  established  by  vote, 
resolutions,  or  leave,  are  the  only  ways  in  which, 
in  a  Legislative  sense,  any  thing  can  be  known  to 
this  Government  to  originate  in  the  work  of  le- 
gislation.   He  who  has  not  a  seat  here,  of  whom, 
for  the  sake  of  multiplied  information,  we  require 
controllable  opinion,  does  no  more  originate  the 
legislative  work  of  the  House,  than  the  author  of 
a  work  on  finance  from  whose  opinions  we  form 
a  scheme  of  revenue,  can  be  said  to  tax  the  people. 
There  is  certainly  this  good  attending  a  reference 
in  such  cases:  a  greater  chance  for  simplicity  in 
the  system  of  finance,  and  greater  stability.    The 
opinions  thus  obtained  are  not  obligatory  farther 
than  as  they  appear  founded  in  wisdom ;  we  can 
alter,  add,  or  reject ;  a  complete  control  is  in  our 
power.    It  is  thus  we  shall  unite  the  efficiency  and 
regularity  which  are  the  only  good  parts  of  bad 
government,  with  the  control  and  the  right  of  re- 
jection, which  belong  to  the  most  free.     Geritle- 
men,  after  all,  will  not  be  precluded  from  furnish- 
ing the  House  with  the  result  of  their  individual 
labors  and  talents.    Some  gentlemen  had  agreed 
that  if  a  Committee  were  to  submit  a  plan  to  the 
House,  that  Committee  might  obtain  all  the  in- 
telligence   necessary    from    the    Secretary.    This 
would,  he  thought,  be  better  than  obtaining  inform- 
ation secretly  by  individuals,  but  would  be  very 
objectionable,  and  attended  with  this  inconveni- 
ence :  that  the  opinions  of  the  Secretary  on  which 
the  Committee  might  make  their  report,  would 
be  but  partially  known  to  the  House,  and  would 
come  into  it  unaccompanied  by  the  high  responsi- 
bility which  an  official  Report  from   the  officer, 
made  in  the  face  of  the  world,  would  give  them. 
He   would   vote  for    the   reference,  because    he 
wished,  on  so  tender  a  subject  as  that  of  taxation, 
to  have  all  possible  information,  because  he  felt 
his  right  to  reject  opinions  to  which  he  might  not 
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be  able  to  subscribe,  and  because  he  thought  the 
House  too  delicate  to  obtain  official  information  in 
any  other  mode  than  that  in  which  they  might  right- 
fully exert  their  impartial  judgments  in  its  admission 
or  rejection. 

Mr.  FiMDLEY. — I  object  to  the  resolution  for  call- 
ing upon  the  Secretary  to  report  upon  the  ways 
and  means,  as  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Go- 
Yemment,  and  inconsistent  with  the  purity  and  in- 
dependence of  the  House  of  Representatives,  whose 
duty  it  is  exclusively  to  prepare  or  originate  reve- 
nue laws. 

I  consider  this  mode  as  a  transfer  of  Legislative 
authority.  It  is  a  serious  question,  if  Legislative 
authority  can  be  transferred  by  the  constitutional 
Representatives  of  the  people.  If  it  can,  how  fiu*  ? 
If  any  part  of  the  constitutional  Legislative  trust 
can  be  transferred,  may  not  all  or  any  part  thereof 
be  so  ?  The  opinion  I  have  received,  and  in  which 
I  am  firmly  persuaded,  is,  that  the  Legislature,  nor 
any  branch  thereof,  can  do  any  part  of  legislation 
by  proxy.  The  members  only  are  responsible  for 
the  discharge  of  that  trust;  they  are  the  offi- 
cial judges  of  the  principles  and  objects  of  legisla- 
tion. 

The  House  of  Representatives  are  peculiarly  in- 
trusted with  the  authority  of  digesting  fiscal  arrange- 
ments and  principles ;  of  saying  what  shall  be  a 
subject  of  taxation,  to  what  amount,  and  the  uses  to 
which  it  shall  be  applied.  This  power  is  supposed 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the 
constitutions  of  most  or  all  of  the  separate  States,  to 
be  a  most  important  and  influential  part  of  Legisla- 
tive authority.  Hence  the  Senates,  though  they 
are  also  the  people's  Representatives,  are  in  other 
respects  vested  with  equal  Legislative  authority,  are 
not  permitted  to  prepare  revenue  systems;  their 
attempting  to  do  it,  would  be  an  unconstitutional 
usurpation  of  Legislative  power. 

The  method  of  transferring  a  power  to  the  Se- 
cretary to  digest  the  principles  of  money  bills,  and 
report  them  officially  to  the  House,  accompanied 
with  his  arguments  in  support  of  the  principles 
and  arrangements  contained  in  his  Report ;  which 
has  been  sanctioned  by  Congress,  and  is  now  about 
to  be  repeated  by  the  resolution  before  you,  I  con- 
sider as  a  method  of  originating  money  bills  highly 
improper  in  itself  and  which  has  a  dangerous  ten- 
dency. 

But  a  worthy  member  [I  believe  Mr.  Ames]  in- 
forms us,  in  defence  of  the  resolution,  that  the  Se- 
cretary can  prepare  a  revenue  system  with  more 
consistency  with  respect  to  the  existing  revenue 
laws,  and  better  calculated  to  support  public  cre- 
dit ;  that  it  will  pass  with  greater  facility  through 
the  House ;  that  the  members  are  unequal  to  the 
business ;  that  the  members  da  not  possess  suffi- 
cient information  to  enable  them  to  originate  the 
business;  that  the  Secretary  only  is  possessed  of 
the  information  competent  to  it;  that  we  can 
judge  of  his  systems  when  they  are  laid  before  us, 
as  there  will  always  be  some  to  find  out  his  de- 
fects, and  expose  them.  All  these  arguments  re- 
specting the  mcompetency  of  the  members  for  the 
business,  and  the  superior  fitness  of  the  Secretary, 
apply  against  the  Government  itself    If  the  Con- 


stitution vests  this  House  with  a  trust  which  it  is 
not  qualified  to  discharge,  it  is  time  to  chao^  it, 
and  adopt  a  more  simple  form.  It  is  much  Utter 
to  have  a  Minister  responsible  to  the  people  for 
the  revenue  systems  they  introduce,  than  to  hare 
his  responsibility  lost  in  the  Legislature.  If  the 
members  of  this  House  are  only  to  give  a  saDctioo 
to  the  Minister's  systems,  it  is  better  to  dispense 
with  that  sanction.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  very  capable  of  dis- 
charging this  duty :  and,  if  he  was  a  member  of 
this  House,  I  would  not  say  he  was  unfit  for  his 
part  of  that  trust ;  but  this  is  not  the  place  for  pi- 
negyric.  The  Minister's  eminent  abilities,  or  his 
want  of  them,  is  aU  one  to  me  on  this  subject 
The  modesty  of  gentlemen  who  declare  them- 
selves unfit,  is  not  yery  honorable  to  the  Hooie, 
nor  easy  to  be  credited.  Let  the  House  fix  its 
own  principles,  judge  for  themselves  of  the  proper 
sources  of  revenue,  and  of  the  uses  to  which  it 
ought  to  be  applied ;  and  capacity  and  information 
will  grow  out  of  the  investigation.  If  the  mem- 
bers differ  in  opinion,  as  may  be  expected,  they 
will  propose  different  systems ;  and,  by  comparison 
and  discussion,  they  will  become  the  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  If  the  members  stand 
in  need  of  that  information  which  arises  from  the 
operation  of  existing  laws,  or  of  the  efficieocr  of 
operating  revenues,  the  President  has  a  constitu- 
tional power  to  call  upon  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments for  that  information,  and  communicate  it  to 
the  Legislature;  and  the  House,  by  its  ovrn  au- 
thority, has  a  right  to  call  for  information  irom 
any  Officer  or  Department,  upon  any  subject  re- 
specting which  it  may  originate  )aws.  This  is  a 
power  incidental  to  legislation.  But  with  respect 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  community,  the 
knowledge  of  which  must  grow  out  of  a  repre- 
sentation of  all  the  local  interests,  this  can  only  be 
found  among  the  members  of  this  House ;  and,  if 
the  representation  was  more  numerous  and  more 
equal,  that  kind  of  information  would  be  still  more 
perfect  Certainly  this  House  contains  in  itself 
more  extensive  knowledge  of  the  people*s  wants 
and  pressures,  of  their  situation  and  prepossessions, 
and  of  their  resources,  than  the  most  enlightened 
Minister  can  possibly  do— especially  when  it  is 
considered  that  all  the  documents  locked  up  in  the 
Minister's  office  are  at  their  command.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  House,  in  depending  on  the  Minister  to 
originate  principles,  and  to  furnish  the  House  with 
volumes  of  arguments  in  favor  of  those  principles 
and  the  custom  of  members  having  recourse  to 
those  arguments  as  authorities,  has  done  more  to 
dishonor  Congress,  and  lessen  the  members  in  the 
public  esteem,  since  the  change  of  the  Qovernment, 
than  any  other  part  of  their  conduct  How  can 
Congress  be  respectable,  if  they  spend  long  sessions, 
at  a  great  expense,  on  the  most  infiuential  parts  of 
legislation,  only  to  give  a  sanction  to  Ministerial 
systems;  or,  at  best  only  to  criticise  and  correct 
them? 

If,  as  it  is  alleged,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, framing  revenue  systems,  is  better  calculated 
to  support  public  credit,  and  gives  the  business  s 
greater  facility  in  its  passage  through  the  Houses 
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I  say  if  this  is  tnie,  it  proves  the  influenee  to  be 
dangerous  in  a  high  degree.  Certainly,  public 
credit,  and  the  means  of  supporting  it,  ought  to 
depend  only  on  the  will  of  the  Legislature, 
and  neither  on  the  wisdom  nor  the  caprice  of  a 
Minister;  indeed,  if  it  sttnds  upon  any  other  au- 
thority or  influence,  it  is  not  fixed  upon  stable 
ground ;  for  the  L^slature  may,  and  will,  some 
time  or  other,  act  upon  its  own  principles,  and  in 
this  cue  the  change  of  systems  may  be  the  more 
sensible.  Qentlemen  are  wrong  in  arguing  from 
the  old  Qovemment  to  the  new ;  the  M  (^Tem- 
ment  was  not  vested  with  powers,  nor  possessed 
of  regources  for  the  support  of  public  credit; 
therefore  the  not  supporting  it  cannot  be  ascribed 
to  the  lfinister*s  not  originating  the  systems.  The 
gentlemen  say,  that  it  is  proper  the  Secretary 
should  be  permitted  to  accompany  his  Report 
with  afguments,  in  order  to  explain  the  principles 
thereof  sad  state  the  ftcts  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected. I  wholly  object  to  a  Minister's  dictating 
or  propounding  revenue  systems,  and  still  more 
to  his  sopporting  them  with  arguments,  as  it  is 
carrying  the  influence  of  the  Executive  adminis- 
tration to  a  still  greater  extent  The  President 
has  a  constitutional  right  to  communicate  inform- 
ation, to  recommend  such  subjects  as  he  may 
think  expedient!  and  to  exercise  a  limited  negative 
after  the  bills  have  passed  both  Houses.  But  if 
the  President  was  to  claim  a  right  to  originate  a 
mon^-bfl],  it  would  be  judged  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  Qoverament,  and  dangerous  to 
liberty.  How  much  more  dangerous,  and  I  had 
almost  said  degrading,  is  it  to  transfer  that  power 
to  a  temporarv  Minister,  not  chosen  by  the  people 
Dor  responaibie  to  them. 

Bot»  one  pntleman  si^s,  that  this  is  made  the 
Secretaiy^  duty  by  the  law  which  constitutes  his 
office.  Thai  it  is  made  his  duty  by  law  is  a  suffi- 
cient apologr  for  him  in  undertaking  and  dis- 
chatiging  it,  but  not  for  the  House  in  transferring 
it  to  him.  I  deny  that  the  House  can  be  bound 
by  a  law  with  respect  to  its  powers  and  duties. 
This  House  is  as  free  to  orginate  money-bills  as 
the  last  House  was,  and  any  future  House  will  be 
as  free  as  this.  The  Constitution  is  the  only  law 
whereby  the  powers  and  duties  of  this  House  can 
be  governed,  nor'  can  we  either  decline  a  duty  or 
truisfer  a  trust  which  has  been  specially  bound  on 
OS  by  it  Nor  will  I  agree  with  the  gentiemen 
that  if  it  is  an  evil  it  arises  from  necessity.  Cer- 
tainly if  we  are  capable  of  altering,  amending,  or 
changing  the  principles  of  the  Secretary's  Reports 
altogether,  as  is  granted,  we  must  be  capable,  with 
dae  industry  and  attention,  to  originate  them  our- 
selves. 

Bat  we  are  further  told,  in  defence  of  referring 
to  the  Secretary,  that  if  we  do  not  do  it  ourselves, 
the  committee  employed,  or  some  of  the  members, 
will  have  recourse  to  the  Secretary  for  assistance, 
uid  that  in  this  way  his  principles  and  arguments 
will  be  introduced  with  equal  influence  secretly, 
and  that  it  is  better  to  face  it  openly,  and  for  all 
the  members  to  have  equal  advantages  from  it 

This  argument  is  plausible  indeed,  but  will  not 
hear  examination.  So  faf  is  the  method  con- 
2d  Cov.— 15 


tended  for  from  preventing  private  influence,  that 
it  produces  it  in  a  much  greater  degree.  From 
the  nature  of  the  case  we  may  condude,  that  a 
Minister  will  not  digest  a  revenue  system  without 
adapting  it  to  the  views  and  interests  of  a  number 
of  influential  members,  who  will  assist  him  in 
preparing  and  influencing  others  to  support  it 
when  introduced;  indeed,  it  gives  the  greatest 
possible  stimulus  to  private  influence;  for  it  not 
only  combines  an  influential  private  interest  to 
support  it,  but  the  Minister's  character  and  the 
character  of  his  friends  are  much  higher  pledged 
for  its  success  than  if  the  influence  was  private. 
Thus,  I  apprehend,  this  method  is  not  only  objec- 
tionable on  account  of  the  Ministerial  systems  and 
arguments  which  the  members  receive  in  this 
House,  and  peruse  in  their  closets,  but  also  on 
account  of  the  greater  inducement  it  must  give  to 
a  more  dangerous  private  influence,  and  in  time 
to  corruption.  But  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Stbklb]  obiserves,  that  we  mav 
upon  the  same  grounds  object  to  the  President's 
Address,  recommending  business  to  the  Legisla- 
ture; that  myself  and  others  who  oppose  the 
reference  in  question,  very  lately  advocated  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  he  op- 
posed; that  by  carrying  the  substance  of  that 
Report  into  a  law,  we  luive  saddled  the  Govern- 
ment with  a  debt  for  which  we  are  now  about  to 
provide ;  and  he  suggests  the  impropriety  of  those 
for  whose  immediate  defence  the  debt  is  incurred 
objecting  to  the  usual  method  of  providing  for  its 
discharge. 

I  have  observed  already,  that  the  President  has 
a  right,  created  by  the  Constitution,  to  recommend 
business  to  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  to  give  in- 
formation of  the  State  of  the  Union;  in  conse- 
quence of  this  trust  he,  by  a  Report  of  his  Secre- 
tary, gave  us  information  of  the  state  and  misfor- 
tunes of  the  Indian  war,  and  his  opinion  of  the 
force  and  expense  that  he  judged  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  bring  it  to  a  happy  and  speedy  con- 
clusion. This  information  was  constitutional  and 
necessary.  Well  knowing  that  an  inadequate 
force  and  the  short  enlistments  rendered  the  two 
last  campaigns  disgraceful,  and  increased  the 
strength  and  irritation  of  the  enemy,  I  voted  for 
the  increase  of  the  army,  and  for  longer  enlist- 
ments; but  I  voted  ibr  higher  wages  than  was 
reported,  and  we  will  yet  regret  that  this  was  not 
agreed  to;  and  I  think,  in  doing  so,  I  was  pro- 
moting the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  coun- 
tenancing no  unconstitutional  influence.  Surely 
if  the  gentieman  would  reflect  for  a  moment,  he 
would  not  quote  this  as  a  precedent  to  justify  this 
House  in  voting  a  transfer  of  the  peculiar  and 
exclusive  constitutional  privilege  and  inalienable 
trust  of  this  House,  to  originate  or  digest  the  prin- 
ciples of  revenue  systems,  to  an  Executive  Officer, 
not  known  in  the  Constitution,  nor  appointed  by 
or  dependent  on  this  House. 

I  will  further  beg  leave  to  inform  the  gentie^ 
man,  that  the  people  of  the  frontiers  do  not  cUim 
protection  as  a  favor ;  they  deinand  it  as  a  right; 
they  know  that  protection  and  allegiance  are  in- 
separable; that  if  they  are  not  protected,  their 
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connexion  with  the  Goyernment  ib  dissoWed;  it 
is  their  lot  and  their  misfortune  to  be  exposed  as 
constant  piouet  guard  to  the  interior  inhabitants ; 
too  frequently  have  their  habitations  been  rendered 
desolate,  and  they  have  had  their  dearest  relatives 
butchered.  When  the  Atlantic  shores  were  the 
object  of  invasion,  neither  the  inclemency  of  the 
season  nor  the  dangerous  situation  of  their  fami- 
lies at  home  prevented  them  from  giving  assist- 
ance. They  nave  had  little  weight  in  the  Coun- 
cils which  have,  by  affording  inadequate  means 
of  protection,  increased  their  distress ;  they  think 
it  ungenerous  to  be  aided  with  a  too  sparing  hand, 
and  at  the  same  time  insulted  with  unmerited 
reproach. 

The  gentleman  says,  he  has  heard  me  often 
moving  to  refer  petitions  to  one  or  other  of  the 
Secretaries  myselt.  I  acknowledge  it  When 
the  petitions  are  for  personal  claims,  being  of  a 
judicial  nature,  and  connected  with  the  documents 
in  the  Secretary's  ^office,  I  think  it  proper  to  refer 
them  there  for  information  with  respect  to  facts. 
When  I  moved  for  a  reference  of  the  excise  peti- 
tions which  came  in  by  me,  I  did  ii  in  obedience 
to  the  custom  of  the  House,  but  with  an  express 
declaration  that  I  thought  the  custom  then  wrong ; 
this,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  members  will  recollect 
The  gentleman  has  also  observed,  that  there  is 
independence  and  good  sense  enough  in  this  House 
to  examine,  to  alter,  or  reject  a  Report  of  the 
Secretary,  notwithstanding  his  arguments  which 
accompany  i^  and  that  we  have  done  so  in  vari- 
ous instances.  This  I  freely  grant;  nay,  I  advo- 
cate more  than  this ;  I  believe  there  is  good  sense 
and  independence  enough  in  this  House  to  digest 
and  originate  revenue  systems  without  the  Secre- 
tary's doing  it  for  ua  J3ui  what  does  this  argu- 
ment amount  to?  Why,  it  amounts  to  giving  the 
peculiar  trust  of  originating  to  the  Secretary,  and 
reserving  thai  power  to  ourselves  which  the  Con- 
stitution vests  in  the  other  branch.  The  Senate 
cannot  prepare  a  money  bill,  but  they  may  alter, 
aukend,  or  reject  such  as  we  prepare  and  transmit 
to  them;  and  they  have  done  so.  Is  not  this 
givii^  the  power  and  influence  in  a  great  degree 
to  the  Secretary,  which  the  Constitution  gives 
to  us?  Is  it  not,  in  fact,  giving  up  the  point? 
The  Senate  is  not  permitted  to  digest  their  argu- 
ments and  transmit  them  to  us  in  support  of  busi- 
ness which  they  prepare;  neither  are  we  permit^ 
ted  to  do  so  with  them.  Nay,  it  is  unparliament- 
ary to  mention  what  we  think  would  be  agreeable 
to  the  Senate  or  the  President,  in  our  arguments 
on  the  floor,  lest  it  should  have  the  appearance  of 
influencing  the  measure.  The  one  branch  cannot 
call  upon  the  other  officially  to  originate  business ; 
how  unreasonable,  then,  is  it  to  refer  the  most 
important  business  to  the  Secretary  to  digest  and 
prepare,  and  also  to  digest  arguments  for  us  which 
we  order  to  be  printed  and  put  into  every  mem- 
ber's hand.  But  this  method  is  highly  objection- 
able on  another  ground.  It  is  puttmg  the  power 
of  the  business  out  of  our  hands  with  respect  to 
the  time  of  our  delit>eration ;  this  is  certainly  more 
than  we  are  authorized  to  do,  or  can  be  accounta- 
ble for  to  our  constituents.    If  this  practice  be- 


comes established,  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  find 
a  Minister,  in  connexion  with  his  friends  in  the 
House,  delaying  to  report  on  the  most  importiot 
subjects  until  near  the  end  of  the  session,  whea 
many  of  the  members  are  gone  home,  or  so  anxioas 
to  get  home  that  there  will  not  be  a  sufficient  op- 
portunity for  deliberation.  Such  things  are  not 
unusually  attempted  in  public  bodies  without  the 
aid  of  a  Minister ;  in  this  House,  I  have  heard  the 
close  of  a  session  mentioned  as  an  apology  for  the 
passage  of  an  improper  law ;  it  is  not  necessu; 
to  .create  new  snares  for  the  deliberations  of  the 
House.  Before  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
House,  I  was  informed  of  this  method  of  origin- 
ating revenue  systems,  and  I  always  thought  it 
wrong.  I  am  not  confident  the  opposition  to  it 
will  succeed  at  this  time;  the  sessioii  is  drawio^ 
near  a  close,  and  the  opposition  of  members  whe 
advocate  the  proposed  reference  may  delay  the 
business,  if  originated  in  a  way  disagreeable  t» 
them.  These  reasons  may  induce  some  meDben 
to  vote  for  it  now,  that  would  not  do  so  in  other 
circumstances;  however,  if  it  is  carried,  I  hope 
the  precedent  will  not  be  strengthened  by  a  Iti^ 
majority.  For  my  part,  I  pledge  myself  to  pe^e- 
vere  in  opposition  thereto ;  and  have  no  doubt  but 
when  a  more  equal  and  more  numerous  ^epT^ 
sentation  occupies  this  floor,  this  unwamntibie 

Eractice  of  transferring  so  influential  a  part  of  the 
legislative  trust  will  be  changed. 
The  question  being  put,  that   the    House  d« 
agree  to  the  rescdution,  it  was  resolved  in  the  if- 
firmative— yeas  81,  nays  27 — as  follows : 

Tkas.— Fiaher  Amea,  Robert  Barawell,  Eg!)ert  Bo- 
ion,  Sbearjaahub  Bourne,  Beniamin  Bourne,  Elbrid^ 
Qerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  BeDjamin  Goodhue,  Jum 
OordloDb  James  Hillbonae,  Daniel  Huger,  IsntA  J•e»b^ 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Jolin  Laurence,  Amaaa  Learned,  Sunn- 
el  Livermor^,  Wm.  Vana  Murray,  Ckaneliua  C.  Scbooo- 
maker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joahua  Seuey,  Wiliiaa 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jaoathan  Stargo, 
Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  lliomaa  Tudor  Tuck- 
er, John  Vinine,  Jeremiah  Wadawortb,  Artemaa  Ward 
and  Anthony  Wayne. 

Nats. — John  I^ptiat  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Ciaxk,  IVilliam  Findley,  Thomas  Fitr 
aimona,  William  K  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Grif- 
fin, William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Hetster,  Philip  Ker, 
John  W.  Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macoo, 
Jamea  Madiaon,  John  Franda  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Auguatua  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel  Nile,  J<Am 
Page,  Joeiah  Parker,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Abraham  Veot 
ble,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williankaon,  and  FrtDcis 
WiUia. 


Friday,  March  9. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  copy  of  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  of  public  moneys 
pursuant  to  the  act  providing  the  means  of  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations ;  this  statement  was  read,  and  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

OTATE  DUTIES  OF  TONNAGK 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
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eerttin  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Georgia, 
and  Rhode  Isbuid  and  ProTideuce  Plantations, 
which  impose  a  small  daty  on  tonnage  for  the  pur- 
pose of  clearing  obstructions  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Sound — Mr.  W.  Smith  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  clause,  and 
made  sundry  remarks  on  the  unequal  operation  of 
a  law  of  Maryland  which  should  subject  the  vessels 
of  other  States  to  a  tax  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
port  of  Baltimore.  It  is  designed  by  this  bill  to 
raise  a  fund  to  be  applied  for  the  removal  of  a  na- 
tural obstruction  in  the  navigation  of  that  port,  and 
hence  he  considered  it  as  a  perpettutl  tax  on  the 
citizens  of  other  States ;  in  this  view  he  objected  to 
it  as  a  partial  imposition ;  it  was  much  complained 
of  by  the  neighboring  ports ;  he  hoped  therefore 
the  clause  would  be  struck  out 

Hr.  SEincT  supported  the  clause.  He  observed, 
that  though  the  port  of  Baltimore  would  be  bene- 
fited in  the  first  instance,  yet  it  was  by  no  means 
a  partial  business ;  the  accommodation  and  safety 
to  shipping  resulting  from  it  had  an  important 
reference  to  the  commerce  of  the  Union ;  it  con- 
tributes to  the  security  of  navigation,  both  foreign 
and  domestic — and  the  importance  of  the  trade  of 
that  place  was  sufiSciently  obvious  from  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  collected  there.  The  salu- 
tary effects  of  the  regulations  which  have  been 
adopted  and  sanctioned  by  Congress,  he  conceived 
were  sufficient  reason  for  continuing  those  regula- 
tions. 

Mr.  GooDHUB  and  Mr.  Gekkt  offered  a  few  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  regulation,  and  said  the 
provision  might  be  extended  with  equal  propriety 
to  various  other  parts  of  the  Union ;  it  ought  not 
therefore  to  be  taken  up  except  on  general  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  MmtKAT  defended  the  regulation  of  the  bill 
on  general  principles.  He  considered  it  in  the 
light  of  a  turnpike  road,  which,  though  it  may  sub- 
ject the  citisens  to  a  tax,  they  are  abundantiy  com- 
pensated by  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  acoom^ 
tnodation  thereby  provided ;  the  tonnage  paid  is  a 
small  duty,  applied  expressly  to  this  object,,  and 
cannot  reasonably  be  considered  as  an  oppressrve 
or  partial  tax ;  and  it  is  paid  by  those  who  are  im- 
mediately benefited,  and  is  in  every  sense  recip- 
rocal 

Mr.  NiLBS  said  he  had  seconded  the  motion  for 
striking  out  on  «  mistaken  apprehension.  He  had 
supposed  the  money  to  be  collected  was  to  go  into 
the  public  Treasury,  but  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  MurratJ  had  unde- 
ceived him,  and  he  thought  his  comparison  to  a 
turnpike  road  was  in  point;  he  then  enlarged  on 
this  idea,  and  said  he  could  not  conceive  what  in- 
jury would  result  fiom  extending  the  principle  to 
•ny  part  of  the  Union  where  similar  obstructions 
exist 

Mr.  STcaRETT  supported  the  dause.  He  gave  a 
short  history  of  the  subject,  and  then  enlarged  on 
the  general  policy  of  the  measure.  It  had  been  ob- 
jected to  by  one  gentleman  on  constitutional  ground ; 
this  was  an  oljection  which  he  had  not  expected, 
hut  he  conceived  it  totally  unfounded,  as  no  partial 
preference  was  contended  for,  but  merely  the  con- 


tinuance of  a  regulation  which  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  General  Government,  and  was  clearly  wi^in 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  clause  which  has  refer- 
ence to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  States ; 
it  Is  a  regulation  of  a  general  nature,  that  tends  to 
the  advancement  of  the  trade  of  the  Union  as  well 
as  of  that  particular  port. 

Mr.  Ames  and  Mr.  Whttb  both  spoke  in  &vor  of 
the  clause — ^the  latter  observed  that  it  appeared  to 
him  perfectly  constitutional. 

Mr.  Giles  denied  that  the  benefits  resulting 
from  the  regulation  were  reciprocal ;  they  are 
confined  to  the  town  of  Baltimore;  and,  if  the 
clause  is  agreed  to,  he  said  he  should  move  for  a 
bill  to  confer  similar  benefits  on  all  other  sea- 
ports laboring  under  natural  impediments  in  their 
harbors. 

Mr.  Haktlet  supported  the  clause  on  general 
principles,  and  said  he  should  advocate  a  law 
which  has  for  its  object  similar  regulations  in  re- 
spect to  any  other  place  laboring  under  the  like 
difficulties. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  said,  as  an  owner  of  shipping, 
he  should  give  his  consent  to  any  law  which  pro- 
vides for  removing  the  obstructions  in  navigation. 
No  impositions  are  paid  with  more  cheerSilness 
than  those  which  are  designed  to  procure  safety 
and  accommodation  to  the  shipping.  He  enlarged 
on  the  advantages  which  result  to  the  general  in- 
terest, both  of  the  merchuit  and  fanner,  from  the 
shipping  being  able  to  penetrate  fiu*  into  the 
country  by  the  navigable  rivers;  similar  applica- 
tions, said  he,  may  be  made  from  other  quarters, 
and  if  they  should,  he  would  give  his  assent  to 
them. 

Mr.  FmsiMONS  added  some  observations  in  &vor 
(tf  the  clause,  and  then  the  question  being  put,  the 
motion  for  striking  out  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  proceeded  through  the  other 
sections,  and  then  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment 

The  blank  for  the  continuance  of  the  act  was  filled 
with  three  years,  and  then  it  was  ordered  that  the 
bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

INDEMNITY  TO  GENERAL  GREENE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  34th  of  February  last,  to  indemnify  the  estate 
of  the  late  Major  (General  Nathaniel  Greene,  for  a 
certain  suretyship  entered  into  by  the  said  Natha- 
niel, in  his  life-time,  on  public  account. 

The  report  being  read,  a  memorial  of  Henry  Hill 
was  presented  by  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  praying  that 
no  law  may  be  passed  in  the  case  which  may  ope- 
rate to  the  injury  of  the  petitioner  in  respect  to  an 
assignment  made  to  him  of  a  certain  demand 
against  the  United  States,^  by  one  of  the  partners 
of  Banks  and  Company.  Mr.  F.  recapitulated 
the  general  obiections  which  had  been  before 
ui^ged  against  the  indemnification,  and  concluded 
by  a  motioa  in  which  it  was  proposed  that  the 
business  should  be  put  into  a  train  of  legal  investi- 
gation. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  after  some  remarks  highly  iavor^ 
able  to  General  Greene's  character,  observed,  that 
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%  legal  process  in  this  case  did  not  appear  to  offer 
those  accommodations  which  this  case  seemed  to 
call  for.  He  then  entered  into  a  general  conside- 
ration of  the  subject,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
observed,  that  certam  bold  and  striking  traits  dis- 
tinguished  the  conduct  of  General  Gmne  during 
the  late  war.  He  acted  as  a  S<ddier,  a  Politician,  a 
Legifdator,  a  Commissary,  a  Quarter-master,  and  a 
General;  in  short,  like  a  man  who  was  conduct- 
ing a  Revolution  on  the  success  of  which  his  own 
life  depended  and  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
perhaps  of  mankind.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
evidence  which  had  been  adduced  to  show  that 
no  partnership  existed  between  General  Greene 
and  Banks,  and  that  the  engagements  he  entered 
into  were  on  a  public  account  He  said  the  char- 
acters of  those  who  had  solemnly  testified  on  this 
occasion  were  such  as  to  banish  everr  trace  of 
suspicion  from  his  mind.  He  concluded  by  observ- 
ing, that  if  ever  a  claim  on  the  justice  and  humanity 
of  a  country  existed,  the  present  was  such  a 
claim. 

Mr.  Steels  said,  he  hoped  the  report  would  not 
be  agreed  to.  He  said  the  subject  appeared  now 
to  be  involved  in  more  complexity  than  it  at  first 
appeared  to  be  attended  with.  In  all  appropria- 
tions of  monev,  the  subject  ought  to  be  well  consi- 
dered ;  but  what  have  Uie  gentlemen  who  reported 
the  resolutions  done!  Instead  of  producing  that 
evidence  which  would  pass  in  any  Court  of  Jus- 
tice, they  have  adduced  General  Greene's  charac- 
ter, virtues,  services,  &c ;  of  these  he  had  as  just 
an  opinion  as  any  one,  but  he  thought  they  were 
not  altogether  pertinent  to  the  occasion.  He  hoped 
a  further  investigation  would  be  made,  and  that  if 
the  Report  was  not  rgected,  the  business  would 
be  put  in  a  different  train.  Various  and  contra- 
dictory statements  have  taken  place  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion  in  six  weeks.  Some  things  are 
now  admitted  which  were  before  denied.  As  the 
advocates  of  the  Report  have  founded  their  argu- 
ments on  the  character  of  General  Greene,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  some  circum- 
stances, which,  though  they  do  not  impeach  his 
character  as  a  soldier  and  a  brave  man,  yet  they 
show  his  want  of  sincerity  and  consistency.  He  then 
adverted  to  the  letters  which  he  wrote,  abusing  the 
people  South  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  very  tune  he 
was  experiencing  their  munificence  and  liberality. 
These  things  he  mentioned  not  to  injure  his  repu- 
tation, but  to  show  that  full  credit  ought  not  to  be 
given  to  his  subsequent  assertions  and  dedarationa. 
He  observed  that  the  subject  had  not  been  so  fully 
investigated,  nor  had  sucn  evidence  been  adduced 
as  would  justify  an  appropriation  of  the  sum  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  He  then  took  notice  of 
those  documents  which  appeared  to  favor  the  idea 
that  General  Greene  was  connected  with  Banks  and 
Co.  This  matter,  he  thou^ht»  had  not  been  placed 
in  the  most  satisfactory  pomt  of  light;  a  more  tho- 
rough investigation  ought  to  take  place,  and  in  order 
to  do  liiis,  he  said  the  subject  had  better  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Clark  was  opposed  to  agreeing  to  the  Report ; 
he  offered  several  objections  arising  from  the  obsciur- 
ity  which  envelope  the  tran8action& 


Mr.  HiLLHousB  stated  sundry  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  Report ;  and  then  the  House 
adjourned  without  deciding  the  question. 

Saturday,  March  10. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a  certain  act  of  the  Sate  of  Maryland ;  and 
to  continue  for  a  longer  time  an  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of 
Maryland,  Georgia,  and  Rhode  bland  and  F^vi- 
dence  Plantations,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the 
States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  was  read  the  third  time  lod 
passed. 

A  petition  of  Isaac  Ledyard  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  prating  compensation  for  services 
in  the  Military  Hospital  of  the  United  States ;  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instructions  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

COURTESIES  TO  FRANCK 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"  Jietolved^  That  this  House  hath  received,  with  wo- 
timeots  of  high  satisiaction,  the  notification  of  the  "Sjag 
of  the  French,  of  his  acceptance  of  the  Constitution  pre- 
sented to  him  in  the  name  of  the  Nation ;  and  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested,  in  hia  so- 
Bwer  to  the  said  notification,  to  ezprees  the  sinoere  |w^ 
ticipation  of  the  House  in  the  interests  of  the  Frax^ 
Nation,  on  this  ^at  and  important  event;  and  tb«ir 
wish  that  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  disf^jed  ui 
the  formation  and  acceptance  oi  the  Constitation,  roa/ 
be  rewarded  by  the  most  perfect  attainment  of  its  object, 
the  permanent  happiness  of  so  great  a  People.*' 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  said  motion 
be  committed.  And  on  the  question  fi>r  commit- 
ment, it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  17,  nays  3^ 
as  follows : 

YxAS. — ^Fisher  Ames»  Benjamin  Bourne^  Beojamia  | 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  James  Hillbouse,  John  JUu- 
rance,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathsniel 
Niles,  Theodore  Sedffwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  hrael 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges.  JereoiUb 
Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Anthooy  Wayne. 

NATa— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Rob- 
ert Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Abraham  Clark,  WilJiun 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  William  R  Giles,  Nicfaolis 
Oilman,  Andrew  Gre^g,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Hrrs- 
ter,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W. 
Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee'  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  William  Vans  Mar 
ray,  John  Page,  Gomelios  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joihiis 
Seney,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Tbonoas  SumpUr, 
Geoigo  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Veoable,  Jubu.YiniDg,  Alexander 
White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  WUUs. 

And  then  debate  arising  on  the  said  motion,  t 
division  thereof  was  called  for.    Whereupon, 

The  question  being  put,  that  the  House  do  s^^ 
to  the  first  part  of  the  said  motion,  in  the  words  fol> 
lowing : 

•*Reaolved,  That  this  House  has  reoetved  with  leo- 
timents  of  high  satisfaction,  the  notification  of  the  Kin^ 
of  the  French,  of  his  acceptance  of  the  CoDstttutioQ  pre- 
sented to  him  in  the  name  of  the  Nation :    And  that 
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the  PfMident  of  the  United  State*  be  requested,  in  hb 
answer  to  the  iaid  notificatloa,  to  ezpreet  the  atnoere 
participttioa  of  the  House  in  the  interests  of  the  French 
^stion,  on  this  great  and  important  e?ent :" 

It  was  reeoWed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa  60,  nays 
%  as  follows : 

Tzja.<^Fisher  Ameik  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
BsMwio,  Be^amin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  William 
Fiodley.  Thomas  Pliasimons,  William  R  Giles,  Nicho- 
las Oilman,  Benjamin  GkMxUme,  James  Qordon,  Andrew 
Oreg|r,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hill- 
hoQse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Kej,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John 
W.  Kittera,  John  Laoranoe,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard 
Blaud  Lee,  Samuel  LiTerroore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Hadisoo,  John  Francis  Mercer,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Nathaniel  Kiles,  John  Page,  Oomelins  O.  Schooomaker, 
Theodore  Sedgwick^  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Ster- 
rett,  Joaathan  Sturges,  Thos.  Snmptor,  George  Thatch- 
er, Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  I^dor  Tucker,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Ar- 
temas  Ward,  Anthony  Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats. — Robert  Barnwell  and  Egbert  Benson. 

Oa  the  question,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the 
•ecood  part  of  the  said  motion,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: 

**  And  their  wish  that  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity 
displayed  in  the  formation  and  acceptance  of  the*  Con- 
stitatioo,  may  be  rewarded  by  the  most  perfect  attain- 
meot  of  ita  object,  the  permanent  happiness  of  so  great 
a  People:- 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative^-yeaa  85,  nays 
16,  as  follows : 

Tiaa-^Jehn  Baptist  Ashe.  Abraham  Baldwm,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Tho- 
otts  FttiBtmons,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Andrew  Greer,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Ktehell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis 
Mereer,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  John 
Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thos.  Sump- 
ter.  Oeoige  Thateher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tu- 
<lor  Tucker,  Abraham  Yeiiable,  John  Vining,  Anthony 
^ft^ne,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Wilfia 

Kati.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
MO,  Benjamin  GhxKlhue,  James  Gordon,  James  Hill- 
house,  Israel  Jacobs,  John  Laurence,  Amasa  Learned, 
Saml  Liyermore,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Ivael  Smith,  William  Smith,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  TucKEB,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Vihihg,  and  Mr.  Paos,  be  appointed 
t  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  said  resolution. 

GEORGU  OONTESTBD  ELECTION. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  on  the 
petitioQ  of  Jamsb  Jacxson,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  and  return  of  Anthony  Watnx,  one  of  the 
members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State 
of  Oeorgia,  the  aitting  member  have  leatre  to  be  heard 
bj  his  Counsel  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  on  Monday 
Deit:" 

It  waa  resolTed  in  the  affirmative. 


Monday,  March  IS. 
GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

This  being  the  day  to  which  the  trial  of  the  oon« 
tested  election  in  the  case  of  James  Jackson,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  Anthont 
Watvb,  one  of  the  roembere  returned  to  serve  in 
this  House  for  the  Stete  of  Georsia,  stood  post- 
poned; the  House  proceeded  to  teke  up  the  same 
for  consideration.    NVhereupon, 

The  sitting  member,  with  his  Counsel,  and  the 
petitioner,  being  present  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
applioation  was  made  by  the  Counsel  for  the  sittins 
member  further  to  postpone  the  hearing  on  tho  said 
trial  until  Wednesaay  se'nnight  On  which  appli- 
cation, the  parties  respectively  being  fully  heard, 
and  the  question  put  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
neffative. 

The  petitioner  then  proceeded  to  exhibit  and 
read  his  proofs  in  support  of  tho  allegations  of  his 
petition,  so  far  as  respecte  the  first  article  of  charge 
therein  contained;  when  an  adjournment  being 
called  for. 

Ordered^  That  all  farther  proceeding  on  the  said 
hearing  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


TuBSDAT,  March  13. 

Mr.  TuciBR,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
Saturday  last  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  resolution,  of  the  same  day,  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  this  House  of  the  notification 
by  the  King  of  the  French  of  his  acceptance  of  the 
Cfonstitution,  presented  to  him  in  the  name  of  the 
nation,  reported  that  the  committee  had  discharged 
the  duty  assigned  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  among 
the  several  States,  according  to  the  first  Enumera- 
tion, and  making  provision  for  another  Enumeration 
and  an  Apportionment  of  Representatives  thereon, 
to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives,  after 
the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven,"  with  several  amendments; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  trial  of 
the  contested  election,  in  the  case  of  Jambs 
Jacxsoh,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  Antbont  Watne,  one  of  the  members 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

Mr.  Lewis  (Counsel  for  Mr.  Watnb)  appealed 
from  the  charges  conteined  in  the  petition,  in  sup- 
port of  the  sitting  member,  and  stated  reasons  why 
it  would  be  proper  in  the  House  to  grant  a  further 
postponement,  which  he  moved  for.  The  chief  ar- 
guments were,  that  there  was  certain  evidence  ex- 
pected by  Mr.  Watnb  which  had  not  arrived  from 
Sa  van  nan. 

A  debate  of  two  hours  took  place  upon  the  mo- 
tion for  postponement,  which  was  negatived,  19 
members  onlv  rising  in  the  affirmative;  Qonse* 
quently  the  trial  commenced. 
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It  was  opened  by  a  short  ezordinin  from  Mr. 
Jackson,  who  was  allowed  to  read  and  comment 
upon  his  evidence  until  post  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  Jackson  observed  that,  whilst  he  acknow- 
ledged the  unpleasing  task  of  appearing  as  a  prose- 
cutor, and  sincerely  wished  the  occasion  had  never 
presented  itself;  and  whilst  he  lamented  that  so 
much  of  the  public  time  which  was  required  to 
other  important  objects  had  been  expended,  he 
could  not  help  expresf<ing  the  satisfaction  he  felt 
at  the  prospect  of  a  decision  on  the  Greorgia  elec- 
tion; nor  could  he  forbear  to  observe  uiat  the 
doors  of  investigation  could  never  be  too  widely 
extended  on  a  subject  of  such  capital  import,  and 
where  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  so  materially 
interested. 

One  of  the  greatest  advantages,  he  observed,  of 
a  free  Government  was  the  right,  which  every  in- 
dividual of  the  community  possessed,  of  making 
the  grievances  he  lay  under  known ;  but  that  what 
in  a  private  man,*  where  there  had  'been  a  private 
injury,  was  a  private  right,  became,  in  a  public 
man,  where  a  puDlic  grievance  or  injury  to  the  com- 
munity had  taken  place,  a  public  and  indispensable 
duty. 

Possessing,  therefore,  the  testimony  he  did,  and 
being  in  the  situation  he  was,  a  candidate  at  that 
election,  and  the  person  who  he  believed,  had  jus- 
tice been  done,  ought  to  have  held  the  seat  on  that 
floor,  he  felt  himself  called  on,  in  a  double  capa- 
city, first,  as  a  private  individual,  to  assert  his  own 
rights,  and,  secondly,  as  a  public  man,  to  prevent 
an  injury  to  the  community — silence  would  have 
been  inexcusable,  and  he  should  justly  have  been 
charged  by  his  fellow-citizens  as  the  betrayer  of 
the  rights  of  those  whom  he  might  most  improperly 
term  his  constituents.  He  observed,  that  it  was  but 
a  short  time  since  that  a  period  liad  been  put  to  a 
Revolution,  which,  although  glorious  in  its  issue, 
was  severe  and  bloody  in  its  contests. 

It  was  needless  for  him  to  remind  the  honorable 
House  of  the  groundwork,  the  cause  of  that  Revo- 
lution, where  so  many  of  its  members  hod  parti- 
cipated in  its  dangers,  and  had  been  distingaished 
in  its  conflicts;  that  it  must  be  well  remembered 
that  the  avowed  principle,  the  declared  right  of 
Britain  to  bind  America  in  all  coses  whatsoever, 
without  representation,  was  the  cause.  Sir,  added 
he,  the  right  of  representation  was  what  America 
fought  for  seven  long  years,  for  which  so  many 
States  were  desolated,  and  for  which  so  many 
heroes  fell.  Yet,  strange  as  It  might  appear,  scarce 
half  a  score  of  years  had  passed  away  ere  this  right 
had  been  violated  and  trampled  on ;  trampled  on 
ere  the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens,  spilt  in  its  do- 
fenoe,  was  as  yet  scarcely  cold,  and  whilst  the  ves- 
tiges of  the  Revolutionary  War  were  still  exposed 
to  every  eye. 

To  prove  this— and,  for  the  honor  of  human 
nature,  he  wished  he  could  not — was  the  object  of 
his  petition,  and  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the 
House;  that,  in  the  prosecution,  he  wished  the 
House  to  observe  that  it  was  not  their  favor,  but 
their  justice,  which  he  demanded ;  that  the  names 
or  merits  of  the  sitting  member,  or  himself,  should 


not  be  known  on  the  occasion;  and  that,  for  his 
own  part,  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  of  his  merits  or  ability,  be 
had  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  his  being  in  or 
out  of  Congress  would  aflTect  the  interest  of 
America  in  the  smallest  degree;  but  that  the 
question,  abstractedly  considered,  was  a  question 
of  the  greatest  magnitude,  in  which  the  lives,  the 
liberties,  the  fortunes,  the  bappine&s  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  were  materially  involved ;  for  it  could 
not  be  aenied  that  they  all  depended,  in  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree,  on  the  representation  in  that 
House ;  that  the  question  was  rendered  more  im* 
portant  by  its  being  the  first  of  its  kind,  and  there- 
fore would  become  the  rule  of  decision  in  all  future 
cases. 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  the  facts  and  charges 
in  his  petition,  and  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
them ;  that  those  observations  should  be  as  concise 
as  possible,  for  he  wished  to  address  the  House, 
not  as  a  common  jury,  liable  to  be  biassed  by  pre- 
judice, or  to  be  imposed  on  by  quibbles,  but  as  the 
great  guardians  of  the  nation,  sitting  in  a  jadicid 
capacity  on  a  great  and  an  important  question,  sod 
in  the  decision  of  which  the  whole  community  was 
concerned. 

After  stating  that  be  bad  testimony  of  another 
nature,  which  he  had  been  prevented  by  the  reso> 
lution  from  bringing  forwand,  being  tied  down  to 
the  express  articles  of  charge,  which,  in  the  Effing- 
ham election,  were  confined  to  two  points— tbst 
of  there  being  more  votes  than  voters,  and  bat  one 
qualified  magistrate  presiding  thereat,  he  proceeded 
to  the  investigation  of  those  charges,  and  produced 
the  following  evidence : 

First,  the  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the 
election,  by  which  be  proved  that  the  State  ms 
divided  into  three  districts ;  that  three  magistrates 
were  required  to  open  a  poll ;  that  the  poll  was  to 
be  opened  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  3d  of  Januarj, 
1791,  and  to  be  continued  open  until. sunset;  thst 
the  voters  within  the  districts  were  to  meet  on 
the  day  of  election  in  their  respective  counties, 
agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  to  elect,  by  ballot, 
one  person  for  each  district,  agreeably  to  procis* 
mation.  He  then  produced  the  return  of  the 
election  itself^  which  proved  the  charge  of  there 
being  nine  more  votes  than  voters;  and,  by  the 
signatures  of  the  three  persons  presiding,  it  ap- 
peared that  but  one  of  them  had  signed  as  a  sn^ 
gistrate.  He  observed  here  that  he  should  deem 
this  sufficient  if  he  brought  no  more  evidence,  but 
that  he  would  now  produce  the  testimony  of  Bell 
and  Hudson,  two  of  the  persons  acting  at  that 
election,  to  prove  that  they  acted  as  private  indi- 
viduals, and  in  no  other  manner  whatever.  Mr. 
Bell's  testimony  went  to  prove  that,  when  he  ar- 
rived at  the  place  of  election,  he  was  accosted  by 
Lane,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  who  then  first  ap- 
prised him  of  his  appointment,  and  persuaded  hiin 
to  sit  as  a  magistrate;  that  he  rerused  at  first, 
saying  he  had  no  right,  but  afterwards  agreed  to 
sit,  saying  he  might  as  well  sit  there  as  any  where 
else ;  that  he  refused  to  sign  the  return  as  a  magis- 
trate,  and  that  he  signed  as  an  individual,  and  io 
no  other  manner;  mat  he  was  not  at  that  time 
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qualified;  and,  in  the  cross-exaTnination  by  Mr. 
Gibbons,  he,  on  being  asked  if  he  had  erer  acted 
as  a  magistrate  before  that  election,  answered 
that  be  had  never  acted  as  a  magistrate  until  that 
time. 

He  next  produced  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hudson, 
who  proved  much  the  same  as  Mr.  Bell;  and 
added,  that  he  found  the  people  intoxicated  be- 
tween ten  and  eleTen  o*clock  in  the  forenoon  ;  that 
Messrs.  Gibbons,  Moore,  and  Putnam,  residents  of 
Chatham,  voted  in  Effingham;  that  he  gave  up 
his  opinion  to  Mr.  Gibbons  that  the  magistrates  were 
not  qualified;  that  a  qualification  was  necessary, 
he  produced*  the  testimony  of  John  Godlieb  Meid- 
linger,  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Effingham 
county,  who  proved  that  he  never  saw  them  act  as 
magistrates  before ;  that  he  did  not  consider  them 
as  magistrates;  and  that  they  were  qualified  in 
open  court  after  the  day  of  election. 

Meidlinger,  whose  testimony  was  taken  on  be- 
half of  the  sitting  member,  likewise  proved  that 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  had  presented  the 
Section  as  illegal;  indeed,  added  Mr.  Jackson,  a 
qualification  on  oath  is  necessary,  and  is  founded 
on  the  jastest  reasoning.  Should  not  he  be  quali- 
fied on  oath,  who  has  the  power  to  quali^^  on  oath  ? 
Should  not  he  be  bound  by  some  tie,  who  has  the 
personal  liberty  and  property  of  his  fellow-citizens 
80  greatly  at  his  disposal  f  *'  Miserable  is  that  ser- 
vitude where  the  law  is  vague  and  uncertain,**  says 
a  law  author ;  but  much  more  miserable,  he  thought, 
would  be  that  country  where  the  public  and  private 
rights  of  a  community  would  be  at  the  will  of  a  little 
despot  of  a  Justice,  without  any  tie,  human  or 
Divine  He  did  not  mention  this  to  censure 
the  persons  who  had  signed  the  return;  he 
knew  them  to  be  honest  and  well  intentioned, 
and  they  had  objected  to  sitting  as  magistrates 
themselvesL 

It  was  in  Georgia  as  it  was  in  most  other  new 
countries;  to  prevent  greater  evils  the  Govern- 
ment was  compelled  to  appoint  characters  of  this 
kind ;  honest  and  upright  persons,  who  were  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  law;  men  who  generally 
did  well  when  left  to  themselves,  but  who,  when 
worked  on  by  artful  and  designing  persons,  such 
as  Lane,  the  sherifl^,  who  you  find  by  Belfs  testi- 
mony persuaded  him  to  sit,  and  that  he  had  a 
right  to  do  so,  although  it  was  the  first  time  he 
Had  heard  of  his  appointment.  Lyman,  the  at- 
torney, whom  you  nnd  informing  Hudson,  to  in- 
duce him  to  sit,  that  he  had  spoken  to  the  Go- 
vernor, who  had  answered,  **  It  did  not  make  the 
least  odds  whether  he  was  qualified  or  not  ;**  and 
this  person.  Gibbons,  whose  soul  is  faction,  and 
whose  life  has  been  a  scene  of  political  corruption ; 
who  never  could  be  easy  under  Government — 
[Here  Mr.  Jackson  was  called  to  order.]  After 
apologizing  to  the  House,  he  observed  that  he  was 
eommenting  on  facts ;  that  the  proofs  were  strong 
against  Gibbons  of  abominable  corruption;  that 
this  corruption  was,  in  a  great  measure,  of  his 
charges ;  that  Gibbons  had  gone  out  of  his  own 
county,  not  merely  to  use  an  undue  influence  with 
the  electors,  but  to  corrupt  even  the  magistrates 
themselves;  that  it  was  evident,  that  when  he 


worked  oil  those  persons  they  had  given  up  their 
own  opinions ;  and  here  he  appealed  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Hudson,  who  swore  that  he  had  objected 
to  Gibbons,  Putnam,  and  Moore,  signing  the  re- 
turn, but  had  been  prevailed  on  by  Gibbons,  and 
had  given  up  his  own  opinion  to  him,  as  Gibbons 
was  an  attorney  at  law,  and  he,  Hudson,  sup- 
posing him  to  know  more  of  these  matters  than 
himself. 

Mr.  Jackson  likewise  here  appealed  to  the 
House  whether,  if  a  law  had  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress on  elections,  Mr.  Gibbons's  behaviour  would 
not  have  come  under  it,  and  whether  an  offender 
of  the  kind  would  not  have  been  severely  punished ; 
that  there  would  be  no  safety  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  if  such  corruptions  could  be  permitted ;  you 
find,  says  he,  the  electors  generally  intoxicated  by 
ten  or  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  the  electors 
in  that  situation  could  not  tell  who  they  voted  for. 
Why,  he  asked,  were  those  individuals  so  solici- 
tous to  get  those  persons  to  sit,  but  that  they  sup- 
posed they  would  be  more  docile  to  their  meas- 
ures, and  permit  those  to  vote  who*  had  no  right  to 
vote? 

Hence,  he  said,  your  honorable  House  find  Gib- 
bons, Moore,  and  Putnam,  voted  in  Effingham 
contrary  to  the  law  and  Constitution,  giving  their 
suffi-ages.  [Here  Mr.  Jackson  product  the  testi- 
mony of  John  Moore,  which  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Lewis,  but  on  argument  it  was  admitted; 
who  proved  that  one  John  King,  a  minor,  had 
voted.  Mr.  Moore  likewise  prov^  that  Gibbons, 
Lyman,  and  James  Moore,  were  very  active  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Wayne,  and  that  there  were  nine  more 
votes  than  voters  ;  and  that  Hudson  had  signed 
the  return  at  the  instigation  of  Gibbons.}  Henoe, 
too,  he  said,  the  House  might  perceive  other 
irrejpilarities,  such  as  magistrates  and  clerks 
leaving  the  poll  altogether,  and  hence,  no  doubt, 
the  nine  more  votes  than  voters.  [Here  he  pro- 
duced the  testimony  of  Thomas  Wyllis,  who  cor- 
roborated the  testimony  before  read  very  fully, 
and  proved  that  the  poll  was  sometimes  left  by 
the  iustices  and  clerks ;  he  further  de<^red  that 
he  knew  Bell  and  Hudson  not  to  be  qualified 
magistrates.] 

And  hence,  he  observed,  the  very  return  itself 
was  drawn  up  by  this  Mr.  Gibbons ;  what  right 
had  he  to  interfere  with  his  return?  But,  not- 
withstanding all  this  cunning  and  corruption  of 
Gibbons,  the  yerj  return  was  deficient  Were  it 
not  in  the  same  bundle  and  under  the  same  seal, 
there  would  be  no  knowing  whether  it  was  an  elec- 
tion for  a  member  of  Congress  or  a  member  for  the 
State  Legislature :  whether  an  election  for  the  office 
of  a  coroner,  or  that  of  a  constable.  [He  here  pro^ 
duced  the  return,  which  did  not  mention  what  the 
election  was  held  for,  but  barely  declares  that  at 
an  election  held  at  Elbertson,  in  the  said  county, 
the  candidates  were,  &c.] 

Mr.  Jackson  also  observed  that  there  was  some 
testimony  brought  forward  by  the  sitting  member, 
to  prove  that  a  Mr.  Lavier  was  a  magistrate  and 
a  worthy  man.  Why,  he  would  ask,  did  he  go 
away  ?  Why  did  he  not  sign  the  return,  but  that 
there  were  some  such  transactions  going  forward 
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which  he  could  not  bring  bis  mind  to  consent  to  ? 
Mr.  Jacksou  made  a  vanefy  of  other  obserrationSi 
which  continued  until  an  adjournment  was  called 
for    Next  day — 

Mr.  Jackson  proceeded  in  his  observations,  and 
remarked  to  the  House,  that  some  members  had 
been  solicitous  to  see  a  law  of  Geoi^  where  a 
qualification  was  rendered  necessaiy,  previous  to 
a  magistrate's  entering  on  the  duties  of  his  office ; 
that  he  had  been  uncertain  yesterday  whether  he 
had  the  law  present  with  him  or  not ;  that  he  now 
felt  himself  happy  in  being  able  to  satisfy  those 
members  on  that  point 

[He  here  produced  the  law,  and  which  appeared 
positively  to  require  the  magistrates  taking  and 
subscribing  the  oath  therein  prescribed,  previous  to 
their  entering  on  any  official  duty.] 

Mr.  Jackson  then  observed  that  he  would,  as  he 
was  on  the  Effingham  business,  beg  leave  to  pro- 
duce the  Constitution  of  Georgia,  to  ground  wha^t 
he  had  advanced  yesterday  respecting  the  right  of 
Mr.  Gibbons,  Mr.  Putnam,  and  Mr.  Moore's  voting 
at  Effingham.  From  the  1st  section,  4th  article  of 
the  Constitution  of  Georgia,  it  required  six  months' 
residence  in  the  county ;  this  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  said  he  considered  the  grounds  of  his  charges 
respecting  the  Effingham  return  and  election  so  well 
established,  that  he  would  take  up  no  more  time  of 
the  House  on  that  business. 

He  observed  to  the  House  that  the  next  charge 
was  that  of  the  suppression  of  the  Glynn  return ; 
but  as  the  House  had  been  pleased  to  indulge  him 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  prosecution,  he 
would  beg  the  permission  to  pass  over  the  second, 
and  come  to  the  third  chaiige,  that  for  the  county 
of  Camden. 

And  here  he  came,  he  said,  to  a  scene  of  iniqui- 
tv  indeed,  a  scene  which  had  improved  upon  Bri- 
tish corruption,  and  had  left  ancient  and  modern 
story  all  behind ;  we  read,  it  is  true,  of  a  Roman 
consul  who  stole  the  votes  from  the  forum,  to  pre- 
vent an  election  of  the  people,  and  we  have  heard 
of  British  sheriffii  falsifying  returns  in  fiivor  of 
their  friends;  but  here  was  a  Judge  of  the  land,  the 
great  check  upon  the  Executive  Department,  (and 
agreeably  to  the  principles  of  free  Government,  they 
ought  to  be  separate  and  distinct,)  acting  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive officer,  the  sacred  guardian  of  the  laws,  the 
liberties,  and  privileges  of  his  fellow-citizens,  vio- 
lating them  all,  and  trampling  them  beneath  his 
feet ;  who  not  only  set  down  more  votes  than  the 
county  had,  but  added  to  the  polls  names  which 
were  never  known.  Here  the  sacred  office  of  a 
judge  became  subservient  to  the  views  of  party, 
and  the  possessor  of  it  the  tool  of  faction ;  but  he 
forbore,  he  said,  to  animadvert  on  his  notorious  con- 
duct ;  he  had  been  tried,  impartially  tried ;  he  had 
been  convicted,  and  been  punished ;  and  by  that 
punishment  the  character  of  his  country  had  been 
restored.  Yes,  said  he,  Georgia,  thou  hast  set  an 
example  worthy  of  thy  elder  sisters!  thou  hast 
hung  out  a  warning  to  tyranny  and  its  supporters! 
thou  hast  set  an  example  which  must  be  respected, 
and  I  trust  will  be  followed,  in  similar  circum- 
stances, in  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of  time. 

He  would  proceed  to  offer  the  evidence  on  the 


charges^  and  he  begged  leave  to  assure  the  House 
that  he  would  conform  as  much  as  possible,  in  the 
mode  of  producing  the  evidence,  to  the  wishes  of 
some  gentlemen  yesterday ;  and  the  first  testimcoy 
he  would  read  would  be  that  of  Daniel  Miller, 
who  was  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  check  of  the  ^olSL 
of  Camden,  and  a  necessary  officer  under  the  law 
of  Geoi^ia,  which  he  produced,  and  whereby  it 
appeared  that  the  superintending  officers  mi  ekd- 
ions  are  empowered  to  appoint  three  clerks  to 
attend,  and  to  keep  three  rolls  or  checks^  setting 
down  the  names  of  the  voters  therein,  with  the 
names  of  the  candidates,  &c.  He  observed  that  it 
would  appear  bv  Miller's  testimony  that  he  was 
one  of  these  clerks ;  that  the  check  was  preserved, 
and  sent  on  annexed  to  the  testimony ;  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  at  the  legal  p<41  was  but 
twenty-five,  fifteen  for  General  Watrs,  and  ten 
for  himself;  that  poll  was  closed  agreeablj  to  law, 
on  or  about  sunset;  that  he  had  scarcely  daylight 
to  complete  the  return  by  which  it  was  made  out 
by  him,  and  signed  by  the  presiding  magistratea 
outside  the  door ;  that  a  person  by  the  name  of 
Allen  Thomas  was  spoken  to,  to  carry  the  said 
express  to  the  Governor ;  that  the  return  was  then 
lodged  in  his  hands  for  safe  keeping  until  the  next 
day.  This  testimony  Mr.  Jackson  read,  which 
further  proved  that  Mr.. Osborne  had  taken  the 
return  from  Bliller,  with  a  promise  of  returning  it 
in  the  morning.  Miller  having  been  sent  lor  by 
Osborne  in  the  night ;  that  Mr.  Wright,  one  of  the 
magistrates  at  the  first  poll,  advised  with  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, with  a  proposal  of  Osborne's  of  adding  the 
legal  and  the  night  election  together,  and  to  which 
Wright,  at  that  time,  seemed  adverse,  but  after- 
wards consented,  telling  Miller  that  Osborne  had 
not  returned  the  first  or  legal  return^  having  made 
out  another  more  to  his  mind,  having  found  lault 
with  some  of  the  words  of  the  former,  adding  that 
Mr.  Osborne  was  a  very  good  patcher,  and  that,  if 
it  was  a  measure  insupportable,  ho  would  not  have 
done  it,  and  that  he  had  given  up,  as  Miller  be- 
lieved, his  opinion  to  the  better  one  of  Judj^e  Os- 
borne ;  Miller's  testimony  likewise  proved  that  the 
legal  return  was  suppressed  or  destroyed.  To 
corroborate  the  testimony  of  Miller,  Mr.  Jacksox 
observed,  that  he  would  produce  the  testimony  of 
Samuel  Smith,  the  sheriff  of  Camden  county,  whose 
presence  at  the  election  was  made  necessary  by 
law.  Mr.  Smith  proved  that  he  attended  the  elec- 
tion, performing  the  doty  required  <^  him.  Mr. 
Smith  proved  that  the  poll  was  continued  till  after 
sunset ;  that  after  the  poll  was  closed,  he  saw  Uie 
return  made  out  by  one  of  the  clerks  appointed  to 
keep  the  cheeks ;  that  he  saw  it  signed  by  the  pre- 
siding magistrates,  viz:  Henry  Wright,  Langley 
Byan,  and  Hugh  Brown. 

That  an  express  was  engaged  to  carry  the  return 
to  the  Governor,  and  that  the  number  of  votes  at 
the  said  election  did  not  exceed  thirty ;  that  the 
business  of  the  day  being  concluded,  and  it  being 
then  dark,  he  returned  to  his  lodgings,  two  miles 
distant  from  the  place  of  election ;  that  some  time 
after  he  got  there,  he  received  a  message  from 
Osborne,  requesting  his  return  with  the  people 
there  with  him:  that  he  observed  to  those  about 
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him  thafc  he  fiapposed  the  bunneaB  of  that  day  at 
end,  and  that  he  should  not  retain  until  next 
morning. 

That,  when  he  retnmed  in  the  morning,  he  was 
told  that  a  second  poll  had  been  held  the  eyeniag 
before,  a  certified  return  of  whieh  he  had  seen, 
containing  eighty-nine  Yotes,  and  that  he  did  not 
beliere  that,  at  that  time,  there  were  above  seyentj 
persons  entitled  to  vote  in  the  county.  That  lie 
was  well  aoquainted  with  Miller,  who  acted  as  one 
of  the  clerks  of  the  check,  and  that  he  was  a  man 
of  veracity,  and  well  respected. 

Mr.  Jackson  next  produced  the  testimony  of 
Dr.  John  M.  Scott,  one  of  the  sui^geons  of  the  first 
re^ment  of  the  United  States ;  a  gentleman,  he 
Bsid,  who  had  been  as  delicate  in  coming  forward 
ts  his  opposers  could  wish.  It  had  be^n  with  diffi- 
culty he  had  procured  his  evidence,  but  Dr.  Scott, 
when  he  did  come  forward,  had  given  his  testi- 
mony to  prove  that  a  second  or  ul^gal  poll  had 
been  hel£  The  doctor's  evidence  set  forth  that 
he  was  in  CSamden,  at  the  station  on  St  Mary's, 
m  the  month  of  January,  1701 ;  tiiat  he  went  to 
the  election  with  some  gentlemen  in  a  boat;  that 
on  the  passage  they  fell  in  with  Osborne. 

That  they  arrived  at  Gray's  about  dark,  and 
that  Osborne  examined  Gray  respecting  the  elec- 
tion, and  begsed  him  to  come  on  board  and  pilot 
him  to  the  place  of  Election;  that  Gray  showed 
them  the  landing,  and  that  a  torch  was  brought 
them  to  show  them  whefe  to  land ;  that,  on  going 
up  to  the  house  where  the  election  was  held,  the 
jodge  inquired  what  time  the  people  went  away; 
that  it  was  ans wared  the  poll  was  closed  ^  at  sun- 
down ;  that  Osborne  sent  for  several  of  the  electors 
to  return,  and  that  the  poll  was  again  opened  i  that 
the  whole  numbw  did  not  exo^  twenty ;  that 
Mr.  Seagrove's  name  was  put  down  as  a  voter, 
hat  who  was  not  present ;  that  Osborne  inquired 
of  Gray  the  names  of  those  who  were  not  present 
at  the  first  election,  and  that  their  names  were 
likewise  set  down  as  voters ;  that  he  did  not  see  a 
ticket  or  ballot  given  in  ;  that  he  asked  the  judge 
if  this  was  the  common  mode  of  doing  business  at 
elections  in  Georgia,  to  which  Osborne  replied  to 
him.  Never  to  mind. 

Mr.  Jackson  now  produced  the  affidavit  of 
Grey,  to  which  some  objections  were  made  by  Mr. 
Lewis,  on  behalf  of  t£e  sitting  member,  and  on 
which  an  argument,  and  reading  the  statement  of 
the  magistrate,  was  admitted.  Gray  corroborated 
the  evidence  of  Dr.  Scott  in  a  full  manner,  and 
proved  the  absentees'  names  being  set  down  to  the 
poll,  particularly  Seagrove's  and  Goodbread*s. 

Mr.  Jackson  next  brought  forward  the  testi- 
mony of  Abner  Williams,  to  which  objections  were 
likewise  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  it  md  not  appear 
to  be  written  in  the  magistrate's  presence :  many 
nice  and  refined  distinctions  and  reasonings  were 
given,  and  the  testimony  was  ultimately  rgected. 

Mr.  Jackson  observed  that  he  had  other  testi- 
mony of  the  same  nature  firom  Camden,  which,  as 
the  House  had  decided  against  the  testimony  of 
Williams,  he  should  not  produce. 

From  the  testimony  Mr.  Jackson  had  produced, 
he  thought  he  had  fully  established  the  iniquity 


and  illegalify  of  the  Camden  election,  and  he 
begged  them  to  observe  the  chain  of  evidence; 
you  find,  says  he^  Miller,  a  pnbUc  officer,  doing  his 
duty  at  the  election,  who  swears  that  the  legaTpoU 
consisted  but  of  twenty-five  votes,  that  fifteen  were 
for  Mr*  Watnb,  and  ten  for  himself;  you  find  the 

Soil  was  closed  at  sandowui  agreeably  to  law{  tou 
nd  that  Miller  had  scarcely  daylight  to.  complete 
the  return  by ;  youfilnd  that  presiding  magistrates^ 
on  that  account,  signed  the  return  outside  the  door ; 
you  find  the  return  delivered  to  Miller  for  safo 
LeetHug,  and  you  find  an  expre^  applied  to ;  yoa 
find  the  number  from  Smith  s  testimony,  who  waa 
the  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  a  neoesaary  (Officer  at 
the  poll,  corroborating  uie  testimonv  of  Miller,  that 
die  number  of  votes  md  not  exoeed  thirtr  s  an  ex- 
press was  absolutely  engaged  to  carry  the  return 
to  the  Goveminr,  and  tlmt  after  the  law  had  been 
complied  with,  the  electors  had  i^enerally  dia^ 
persed;  you  next  find,  by  the  testimony  of  Dr. 
Scott  and  Gray^  the  arrival  of  Mr.  OsbOTne  after 
dark,  that  a  torch  was  brought  to  show  them  the 
landing  i  you  find  him  senmng  again  for  the  peo« 
pie,  and  here  you  observe  the  answer  of  the  sheriff, 
that  the  business  of  that  day  was  at  an  end,  and 
he  should  not  return:  notwithstanding  this  cau- 
tion, you  view,  from  their  evidence^  Osborne  pro* 
oeeding  to  a  second  election,  and  setting  down 
absentees'  names,  who  were  not  present  at  the  first 
poll,  and  among  them  James  Seagrove  and  Philip 
Goodbread.  loa  find  here  the  question  of  Dr« 
Scott,  Is  this  the  mode  of  oonductuig  business  at 
elections  in  Georgia  P  Why  that  question,  said  he, 
but  that  the  honest  dictates -of  a  virtuous  heart 
spumed  at  such  abominable  villany.  Marie,  the 
answer  of  this  iniquitous  judge,  ^  You  never  mind.** 
Evasion,  dark,  designing  evasion,  which  earned 
guilt  in  its  countenance;  he  dared  not  explain; 
the  deed  would  not  bear  the  light  Shall  we  rest 
here  a  moment,  said  he,  and  search  whence  this 
right  of  proxy  P  Is  it  foand  in  the  laws  or  the 
Constitution  of  the  Continent  P  Is  it  expressed  in 
the  laws  or  the  Constitution  oi  Georgia  r  Is  it  to 
be  met  with  in  any  of  the  laws  or  Constitutiona 
of  the  respective  States  P  In  France  it  is  exploded ; 
in  England  it  is  only  admitted  to  the  LordSf 
whose  ri^ht  is  hereditary ;  in  no  free  countrr  on 
earth,  said  he,  is  this  risnt  established.  Shall  the 
United  States,  then,  be  ue  first  to  sanction  this  per- 
nicious principle  P  Shall  she  who  has  lighted  up 
the  flame  of  liberty  in  other  nations,  who  has  as- 
tonished the  universe^  and  loosened  the  trammels 
on  the  rights  of  men,  be  the  first  to  nourish  this 
tyrannic  vulture  in  her  bosom  P  View  how  far  it 
leads,  see  how  far  it  extends,  and  there  is  not  a 
freeman  who  hears  me,  but  must  fire  with  indig- 
nation at  the  attempt  If  admitted  to  one,  shall 
we  stop  there  P  Shall  we  stop  at  ten,  at  twenty, 
at  one  nundredf  or  one  hundred  thousipdP  Shall 
we  stop  at  a  township,  a  county,  a  district  or  a 
State  P  Sir,  the  glory  of  our  Constitutiou  is  that 
our  rights  are  equal ;  and  if  one  citizen  may  be 
permitted  to  vote  oy  proxy,  the  whole  rights  of  the 
community  may  be  in  like  manner  delegated,  and 
the  consequence  might  be,  that  a  Dionysius  or  a 
Nero  might  be  palmed  upon  us  by  authority.    He 
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did  not  like  to  be  severe ;  he  would  repress  -what 
he  felt,  out  of  resoect  to  the  House ;  but  with  what 
view  did  this  wicked  judge  oome  to  that  election  P 
He  was  not  actuated  bj  a  love  of  country,  fbr  his 
attempts,  if  suooessfnl,  would  have  damned  its 
liberty  $  not  acting  as  a  magbtrate,  because,  as  a 
magistrate,  he  was  bound  by  the  law,  but  here  he 
was  barefacedly  breaking  it;  but,  Toid  of  principle, 
and,  from  his  character,  he  belieyed  he  never  pos- 
sessed any ;  regardless  of  oaths,  and  worked  on  by 
prejudice  and  party,  he  came  there  at  all  events, 
and  by  any  means,  however  base  or  abominable, 
to  prevent  nis  beine  elected. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  if  this  can  obtain  in 
Georgia,  it  can  in  other  States,  and  the  corruption 
will  be  generaL  But,  supposing  there  is  rignt  of 
proxy  aomitted,  he  would  procuice  the  census  of 
ueorgia,  under  the  official  signature  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  taken  by  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Georgia,  whereby  it  would  appear  that  the 
whole^  number  of  male  inhabitants  consisted  of 
but  eiffhty-one  persons;  here  were  ei^ht  more 
votes  tnan  the  whole  contained,  and  sixty-four 
more  than  the  legal  poll ;  but  admit,  said  he,  that 
there  are  as  many  voters  as  the  return  mentions, 
is  it  not  extraordinary  that,  whilst  other  counties 
have  polled  but  one-half^  and  some  not  one^fourth 
of  its  citizens,  this  county  should  have  every 
elector  attending  P  But  let  us  take  the  two  elec- 
tions, said  he,  and  add  them  toffether,  and  how 
will  they  then  stand,  as  appears  by  the  testimony 
before  toe  House  ?  Dr.  Scott  swears  there  were 
not  more  than  twenty  persons  at  the  second  elec- 
tion. Twenty,  therefore,  at  the  second  election, 
and  twenty-five  at  the  first  election,  are  but  forty- 
five,  so  that  fourty-four  votes  are  still  wanting,  at 
the  utmost  extent;  but,  take  Gray's  testimony, 
and  this  deficiency  is  much  greater.  [Mr.  Giles 
here  asked  the  question,  whether  the  eighty-one 
male  persons,  returned  by  the  census,  were  the 
persons  above  the  age  of  16  or  21 P]  Mr.  Jack- 
son, after  thanking  the  honorable  j^ntleman  for 
the  question,  ob  it  had  escaped  him  in  observation, 
said  that  the  eighty-one  were  the  free  males  above 
16,  so  that  one-fifth  of  those,  which  was  the  near^ 
est  proportion,  ought  to  be  deducted  for  those  be- 
tween 16  and  21,  and  which  would  bring  it  to 
sixty-five,  which  number  was  corroborated  by  the 
testimony  ot  Smith,  the  sheriff,  who  had  sworn 
that  the  whole  number  of  voters  did  not  exceed, 
at  that  time,  the  amount  of  seventy.  He  observed 
that  the  testimony  of  Smitii  must  m  of  weight,  for 
he  was  the  sheriff  of  the  county,,  who  knew,  or  must 
be  supposed  to  know,  all  the  residents,  who  sum- 
moned all  jurors,  and  served  all  judicialprocesses. 

Mr.  Jackson  here  begged  leave  to  offer  a  state- 
ment he  had  made  out,  not  as  testimony,  but  to 
assist  the  minds  of  the  House  of  those  particular 
elections,  and  in  the  particular  views  in  which 
they  might  be  received. 

[Here  follows  a  statement  of  the  polls  in  the 
different  counties.  Mr.  Baknwell  here  inters 
rupted  Mr.  Jackson,  as  did  also  Mr.  Benson,  by 
ODposing  the  reading  of  jmy  calculation ;  but  Mr. 
Madison  insisted  that  the  petitioner  had  a  right 
to  state  the  numbers  at  the  afferent  polls.] 


Mr,  J.  then  proceeded,  by  observing  that  he 
should  now  close  his  evidence  and  observatioBs  on 
the  Camden  election ;  he  thought  he  had  perfectly 
established  his  charges  on  this  head,  as  well  as  on 
the  Effingham  election ;  he  had  proved  that  the 
legal  return  had  been  sunpresseo,  and  that  the 
second  election  had  been  illegal  aitoffether. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  the  Tast  article  of 
charge,  the  Glynn  return,  and  here  he  should  offer 
the  testimony  of  Colonel  Samuel  Hammond,  a 
gentleman  of  the  greatest  veracity,  who  would 
prove— [Here  Mr.  Jackson  was  called  on  hy  Mr. 
Lewis  to  produce  the  evidence,  and  was  desired 
not  to  inform  the  House  of  the  contents  of  the 
testimony.] 

Mr.  Lewis  objected  to  Colonel  Hammond's  evi- 
dence, on  the  grounds  he  had  formerly  made  to  the 
testimony  of  Williams,  and,  on  argument,  it  was 
finally  rejected. 

Mr.  Jackson  here  observed  that  it  was  not  for 
him  to  do  otherwise  than  suppose  that  the  deci- 
sion  of  the  House  was  proper,  however  hard  it 
might  bear  on  him,  whidi,  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  it  did ;  that,  however,  by  the  failnre  of  the 
receipt  of  this  testimony,  his  charge  must  &U  to 
the  ground,  as  the  evidence  of  Hammond  was  the 
principal  ground  on  which  he  rested  his  chaiige, 
and  that  he  must,  tiierefore,  decline  bringing  for- 
ward the  other  testimonies  relating  to  this  bud- 
ness  before  the  House. 

He  said  he  felt  hunself  now  bound  in  duty  to 
produce  to  the  House  the  decision  of  the  State  of 
Georflia  on  the  impeachment  of  Jndge  Osborne, 
and  ne  did  not  produce  it  without  an  expectatioo 
of  its  being  objected  to  $  but  he  begged  leate  to 
offer  some  reasons  why  it  should  be  received. 

Baron  Gilbert,  in  his  excellent  treatise  on  evi- 
dence, had  quoted  Mr.  Locke,  to  prove  that  the 
degrees  of  evidence  wero  various,  and  that  they^ 
extended  fix>m  perfect  certainty  and  demonstrs- 
tion,  quite  down  to  improbability  and  unlikeliness, 
even  to  the  confines  of  impossibility.  Perfect 
certain^  was  defined  to  be  a  clear  and  distinct 
perccnption  with  one's  own  senses;  probabilities, 
on  which,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree,  all  other 
evidence  rested,  consisted  of  obsouro  views,  or 
what  was  seen  or  hterd  by  the  report  of  others. 
The  first  kind  of  evidence  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  House,  because  none  of  the  facts  allied 
were  within  their  views;  but  they  were  com- 
pelled to,  and  did,  by  their  resolutions,  depend  on 
the  second  kind  of  evidence,  or  what  was  beard 
by  the  report  of  others  in  Georgia.  The  House, 
in  receiving  the  testimony  offered,  would  receive 
evidence  taken  at  least  on  as  careful  grounds  as 
that  taken  ulider  the  resolutions ;  the  facts  were 
the  same ;  the  point  at  issue  was  the  same,  whe- 
ther corruption  had  or  had  not  taken  place  at  this 
election;  the  person  accused  was  present,  with 
his  attorneys,  to  cross-examine;  two  of  the  attor- 
neys of  the  sitting  member  were  employed  as 
counsel,  on  that  occasion,  for  Mr.  Osborne,  and 
one  of  them  actually  cross-examined  the  evidence ; 
it  must  therefore  be  supposed  that,  from  the  ex- 
alted station  of  that  gentleman,  every  industry 
would  be  used,  every  exertion  be  made  by  them, 
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as  well  to  doar  the  chartcter  of  their  client  in 
Georgia  as  to  establish  the  right  of  the  sitting 
member  here.    It  was,  he  said,  a  decision  of  the 
highest  ooart  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  founded  on 
in  express  article  of  the  Ck>nstitution — «  court 
h&Ting  competent  jurisdiction  to  decide,  and  an 
authoritj  woich  the  members  of  that  State  here 
were  not  only  called  on  to  acknowledge,  but  to 
respect    A  oecision  of  fiction,  he  said,  it  could 
not  be  supposed,  for  whoever  heard  of  a  unanip 
moos  fiMTtion?     Faction  signified   a  party  in  a 
State;  here  was  a  political  phenomenon,  which 
did  not  happen  in  a  political  age — ^a  whole  people 
of  one  way  of  thinking — a  House  of  Representa- 
tires  unanimously  conyictins.     How,  he  asked, 
should  the  roice  of  the  people  be  known  t    Here 
were  but  two  ways :  by  petition  from  the  people 
at  large,  or  by  the  declared  sense  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.   If  he  had  taken  the  former,  would  not  the 
geDtleman   have  come  forward   to  object  to  it? 
Would  not  there  haye  been  room  to  charge  him 
with  undue  influence  in  procpring  itt    The  Toice 
of  the  people,  therefore,  would  be  best  known  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State ;  for,  notwithstanding 
the  nice-spun  sophistrr  of  the  day,  he  could  not 
distingutsh  between  the  people   and    the  State. 
Who  was  the  State,  but  the  society  which  com- 
pose it?     Who,  then,  were  the  people,  but  the 
State?     Would  Congress,  then,  not  receive  the 
sense  of  the  State  of  Georgia?    Would  they  hush 
that  voice  which  says  we  are  not  represented? 
Woald   not  the  world  perceive  how  short-lived 
HepubKcan  virtues  were,   and  the  British  King 
behold  acta  for  which  they  had  denominated  him 
a  tyrant?    The  Government  was  founded  on  the 
haas  of  the  States  and  people;  and,  at  least,  ^ 
decent  respect  should  be  so  fiur  paid  them  as  to 
receive  their  complaints.    If  it  be  said  that  Con- 
gress have  the  sole  power  of  judging  of  the  re- 
toms,  elections,    and    qualifications   of  its   own 
members,  without  denving  this  position,  he  would 
beg  leave  to  observe,  there  were  powers  delegated 
by  the  Constitution  which  were  not  exclusive; 
that  a  power  was  given  to  the  States  to  prescribe 
the  times,  manner,  and  place,  for  hdding  the  eleo- 
tiona,  but  Congress  mieht  idter  those  reeulations. 
Here,  then,  was  a  right  in  Congress  which  was 

the  States  were  in  the  exercise  of 


not 

this  power ;  v^ery  member  in  the  House  had  been 
elected  under  State  laws;  the  State  officers  exe- 
cated  the  laws;  and  who  had  the  cognizance  of 
their  malfeasance  but  the  States  under  whom 
those  officers  hdd  their  appointments?  Besides, 
who,  he  asked,  could  so  well  detect  corruption  as 
the  States  who  were  so  much  interested  to  do  it? 
Could  Congress  detect  this  corruption?  Would 
individoala  hazard  Uieir  lives  and  fortunes,  at  the 
end  of  every  election,  to  attend  Congress  to  in- 
form them  of  it?  Would  Congress  establish  in- 
qaisitions  in  the  respective  States  to  find  it  out  ? 
Would  the  people  of  America  submit  to  inquisi- 
tions? Had  Congress  the  power  to  compel  evi* 
dence  to  attend?  Where  was  their  law — where 
their  compulsory  process?  He  had  seen  neither. 
Bat,  suppose  all  this  got  over,  and  corruption  de- 
tected, can  Congress  punish  the  authors  of  it? 


Here,  again,  he  would  ask  for  their  law,  their 
power  to  do  so;  and  even  then,. could  they  dismiss 
the  State  officers  convicted  of  corruption?  Sir, 
added  he,  could  the  united  wisdom  of  this  House 
have  removed  Mr.  Osborne  from  the  bench  of 
Georgia?  Secure  in  his  seat,  he  would  have 
minded  the  fulminations  of  Congress  no  more 
than  the  fulminations  of  the  Court  of  Rome. 

But,  he  supposed,  it  would  be  objected  to  on 
another  ground,  that  it  was  not  agreeably  to  the 
strict  rules  of  law,  and  therefore  inadmissible,  aa 
the  parties  were  not  the  same.  Although  he  ad- 
mitted, in  some  degree,  that  the  doctrine  might 
hold,  yet  still  it  was  not  un  frequently  allowed  to 
admit  decisions  in  other  courts,  on  trials  between 
other  parties.  Thus,  for  instance,  a  sentence  of 
a  court  of  admiralty,  where  goods  had  been  con- 
demned in  a  case  of  piracy,  was  admitted,  as  evi- 
dence, in  a  court  of  common  law,  in  action  of  trover. 
A  sentence,  in  an  ecclesiastical  court,  was  admitted 
as  evidence  of  the  right  to  the  thing  there  decreed. 
A  decree  in  chancery  was  not  usually  admitted 
at  common  law.  And  he  recollected  one  strong 
case,  where  a  judgment  of  ouster  against  the  bail- 
iffs of  a  corporation  was  admitted  as  evidence 
against  the  person  claiming  a  title  under  their 
election.  This  last  case  was  precisely  in  point, 
and  he  begged  leave  to  impress  it  on  the  House, 
and  the  sitting  member  claiming  under  the  return 
of  Mr.  Osborne.  He  acknowledged  the  advantage 
the  learned  counsel  had  of  him  here,  having  his 
books  to  resort  to,  but  he  did  not  mean  to  rest 
fully  on  those  cases,  because  he  conceived  the 
House  bound  by  their  own  laws,  and  not  by  the 
laws  of  any  inferior  court;  but  where  could  be 
the  danger  of  admitting  it?  Were  the  House  a 
common  jury,  liable  to  be  imposed  on  by  artifice, 
or  biassed  by  prejudice,  they  could  not  examine 
the  evidence,  reject  what  ought  to  be  rq'ected, 
and  suffer  that  to  impress  them  which  ought  to 
impress  them. 

Here  Mr.  Lewis  objected  to  the  admission  of 
these  papers,  and  was  astonished  that  they  should 
be  offered  to  the  House.  He  argued  that  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Osborne  was  unconnected 
with  the  business  in  question ;  that  it  was  alto- 
gether ex  parte,  and  therefore  hoped  the  House 
would  reject  it,  and  not  sufier  the  proceedings  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  dignified  as  it  was,  to  influ- 
ence Congress  in  a  noatter  which  was  entirely 
within  their  own  jurisdiction. 

The  House  refused  to  receive  them.  Where- 
upon the  farther  hearing  on  the  said  trial  was 
adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

WiDNESDAT,  March  14. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the 
daims  to  half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensioni^**  and 
have  made  a  farther  amendment  to  the  said  bill ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
The  House  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  con- 
tested election  m  the  case  of  Javes  Jacksov,  com- 
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plainingof  an  undue  electioii  and  return  of  Ajx- 
THONr  W  ATNB,  otto  of  the  membera  returned  to 
serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of  Georgia;  and 
application  in  writing  haying  been  made  by  the  pe- 
tioner  as  follows : 

**  That  the  decision  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  od  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Osborne,  so  far 
as  respects  the  Camden  return  for  a  member  to  repre- 
sent tne  State  of  Geoma,  on  the  8d  day  of  January, 
1791,  be  received  as  eriaence  in  the  present  trial  of  that 
election,  to  establish  the  corruption  of  Judge  Osboroe." 

As  well  the  petitioner  as  the  sittipg  member, 
by  his  Counsel^  were  fully  heard  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  application ;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  same,  it  was  passed 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  41,  as  follows : 

TiAa — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Abraham  Oiark,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William 
B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  fiury  Grove,  Dani«i 
Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitdiell,  Na- 
thaniel Maeon,  Gomeliiis  0.  Schoonmaker,  John  Steele, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Georve  Thatcher,  lliomas  Tred- 
well,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Francis  Willis. 

NAva — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
eon,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Samuel  Griffin,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  John  W. 
Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learaed,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James  lladison,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joshua 
Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
SamUel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester, 
Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson. 

The  petitioner  then  proceeded  to  conclude  with 
ihe  exhibits  and  proo£s  in  support  of  the  remain- 
ing charges  of  his  petition,  after  which,  the  sitting 
member,  by  his  Counsel,  entered  into  the  defence, 
and  produced  sundry  exhibits  and  proofs  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  said  charges ;  and  havmg  made  some 
progress  therein,  an  adjournment  was  called  for. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  fiirther  hearing  on  the  said 
trial  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thvbsdat,  March  16. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  certain 
act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  continue  for 
a  longer  time  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Mainland, 
Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions," so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  States  of 
Georgia,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
The  House  resumed  the  hearing  on  the  con- 
tested election,  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  Jaxes 
Jackson,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  re- 
turn of  Ahthont  Wayihe,  one  of  the  members 


returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  Stite  of 
Georgia ;  and  the  Counsel  for  the  sitting  member 
having  concluded  his  defence,  the  petitioner  was 
heard  in  reply ;  after  which,  the  parties  retired 
firom  the  bar. 
A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 

"That  certun  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Georgia,  aooompanied  wiA 
other  papers,  transnuited  agrecMly  to  their  resdatin, 
under  the  signature  of  the  Governor  and  the  seal  of  the 
State,  relative  to  the  election  of  a  member  to  repreMot 
the  Eastern  District  of  the  said  StaU  in  this  Hooee,  bi 
received" 

On  which  motion,  the  previous  question  bein^ 
called  for  by  Ave  members,  to  wit :  ''  Shall  iht 
main  question  to  agree  to  the  said  motion  be  now 
put?"  it  passed  in  the  negativei  and  so  the  sud 
motion  was  lost 

An  acyoumment  was  then  called  for  and  cir- 
ried. 


FnioaT,  March  16. 

The  House  proceeded  to  a  decision  on  the  con- 
tested election  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  Jahk 
Jackson,  complaining  of  aa  undue  election  and 
return  of  Anthony  Wayne,  one  of  the  members 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
Georgia;  and,  after  debate  thereon,  a  motion  be- 
ing made  and  seconded  that  the  House  do  agree  to 
the  following  resolution : 

"iSeto/ved;  That  Amtbont  Watne  was  not  doly 
elected  a  Member  of  this  House  :** 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  in  the  afBrmttin, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  every  member  present  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 
^'  That  the  Speaker  do  transmit  a  copy  of  the  sud 
vote  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia ;"  and, 
debate  arising  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  all  fiuiher  decision  on  the  said 
contested  election  be  postponed  until  Moaday 
next 

Mr.  BouBNE,  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitions  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Rhode  IsUnd  and  Providence 
Plantations,  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Tuesdav  next 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  to  ascertain  and  Regulate  the  daima  to 
half-pay  and  to  invalid  pensions."    Whereupon, 

Beaohed,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and 
doth  agree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  SecreUiy  of 
the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act 
repealing,  after  the  last  dav  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  dist^ed  spirits  imported 
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iram  abroad)  and  lajing  others  in  their  stead ;  and 
ako,  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  and  for  appropriating  the  same,"  which 
vas  made  to  this  House  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  in- 
itont,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Bouse  on  Tuesday  next 


Satdbdat,  March  17. 

The  Spbakbr  hiid  before  the  House  «  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Ministers 
and  Trustees  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  Rheland 
township,  Chester  county,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 

SIvtnia ;  also,  on  the  petition  of  the  Wardens  of 
e  Calvinist  church,  in  Vincent  township,  in  the 
county  and  State  aforesaid ;  and  on  the  petition  df 
the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  public  Grammar 
school  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  concerning  the  additional  supplies 
requisite  for  the  ensuing  year,  made  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  8th  instant ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  his  report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Jackson ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  more  elTectually 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  yessels,**  so  far  as  to 
permit  the  landing  of  salt,  under  certain  regula- 
tions, at  warehouses  belonging  to  the  several  niBhe- 
ries,  and  to  allow  a  drawback  on  the  exportation 
of  salted  provisions  equal  to  the  duty  that  is  paid 
on  the  salt  used  in  preserving  the  same ;  and  that 
Hr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Key,  and  Mr.  Parkbr,  be  the 
said  committee. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nients  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
**  Ad  act  for  the  Apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first 
Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  another 
Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797." 
Whereupon,  the  first  amendment  being  read,  and 
the  question  put,  that  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
same,  as  follows : 

Section  firsts  betireen  the  words  *'  of^  and  ''  mem.- 
heri,**  insert  **  one  hundred  and  twenty :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  80,  nays  81,  as 
follows : 

TiAB.^ri9her  Ames,  Egbert  Beoaoo,  Elias  Boudi- 
not,  Sbearjaahub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham 


Olark,  lliomas  Fltsaimons,  Elbridge  Qerry,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Qordon,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Israel  Jaooba,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kitte- 
ra,  John  Laurance,  Amaaa  Learned,  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Comeliua  0.  Scfaoonmaker, 
llieodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Peter  Sylvester,  Oeorj^e  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  John  Vinin^,  and  Jeremiah  Wadswortb. 

NAT8.---John  Baptut  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  William 
B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouae,  Daniel  Huger, 
Philip  Key,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macoo, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John  Psge,  Joeiah 
Parker,  Joshua  Senei%  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Tliomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
Wilhamsoo,  and  Francis  WUlia. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
said  bill  were  then  severally  read;  and,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

BMolotdy  That  a  conference  be  desired  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
amendments;  and  that  Mr.  Madisor,  Mr.  Find- 
LBT,  Mr.  HiLLHousB,  Mr.  Smith,  of  south  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Baldwin,  be  appointed  managers  at 
the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 


MoHDAT,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  John  Macpheraon,  setting  forth 
that  he  has  discovered  an  infallible  method  of  as- 
certaining the  longitude,  to  a  degree  of  precision 
&r  beyond  any  former  discovery;  and  praying 
that  Gon^iress  will  enable  him  to  prove  his  theory 
by  exnenments  in  a  voya^  to  France. 

Oraeredf  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  firom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
by  this  House,  on  the  subiect-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled *'  An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of  Representa- 
tives among  the  several  States,  according  to  the 
first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for  ano- 
ther Enumeration  and  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797,** 
and  have  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  their  part  The  Senate  recede  from 
some,  and  insist  on  other  of  their  amendments 
disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons."  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  erect  a  light* 
house  on  Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New 
York;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

A  message  fi'om  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  '*  An 
act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
persons  under  particular  circumstances  barred  by 
the  limitations  heretofore  established,"  with  seve- 
ral amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 
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GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  a 
further  decision  on  the  contested  election,  in  the 
case  of  the  petition  of  Jambs  Jackson,  complain- 
ing of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  Anthony 
Watnb,  one  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in 
this  House  for  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  a  mo- 
tion being  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**Jie9olv€d,  That  the  petitioner,  James  Jaoksoit,  is 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  a  member  for  the 
lower  district  of  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and  that  the 
right  of  petitioning  against  the  election  of  the  said  Jahks 
Jackson  be  reserved  to  all  persons,  at  any  time  during 
the  term  for  which  he  was  elected." 

Debate  thereon  ensued;  when  an  adjournment 
being  called  for,  the  several  orders  of  the  daj  were 
further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  20. 

A  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
erect  a  light-house  on  Montauk  Point,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,''  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  hy  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  persons,  under  particular  circumstances,  barred 
by  the  limitations  heretofore  established ;"  and  the 
same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphans, 
invalids,  and  other  persons,"  which  were  disagreed 
to  by  this  House  and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate ; 
whereupon, 

ItaoUtd^  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreements  to  the  said  amendments,  and 
doth  agree  to  the  same. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  on  the  contested  election 
in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  Jambs  Jackson,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  An- 
thony Waynb,  one  of  the  members  returned  to 
serve  in  this  House  for  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  W.  SmTH  proposed  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

*'  That  the  seat  of  Ahthoht  Watnb,  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  is  vacant ;  and  that  notice  is  served  on  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia*  in  order  that  he 
may  issue  a  writ  for  a  new  election.'* 

This  motion  was  objected  to  as  not  being  saffi* 
ciently  comprehensive  to  express  the  sense  of  the 
House.  On  the  contrary,  it  seemed  to  be  intended 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  which 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Gilbs,  viz : 

"  Besolvedt  Thai  James  Jackson  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  Honsa** 

To  both  of  those  motions  several  amendments, 
substitutes,  fta,  were  proposed ;  and  Mr.  Giles's 
motk>n  was  modified  so  as  to  read  thus : 

"  Beaolved,  That  James  Jackson  is  duly  elected 
and,  therefore,  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House.** 


Mr.  Giles  supported  this  motion  by  a  train  of 
judicious  and  well  applied  arguments,  drawn  from 
the  precedents  of  Uie  British  Government;  he 
particularly  mentioned  the  Middlesex  election, 
when  Mr.  Wilkes  was  expelled  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  having  been  tried  and  fbund  guilty 
of  an  abominable  libel ;  in  which  case  a  writ  for  s 
new  election  was  issued,  because  there  was  not 
then  any  other  candidate:  but  when  afterwards 
there  was  a  candidate  set  up  against  Mr.  Wilkes, 
the  House  of  Commons  did  not  order  a  new  writ 
to  issue,  they  declared  the  other  candidate  dolj 
elected,  having  previously  decided  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  the  House.  This,  al- 
though it  may  not  be  reckoned  exactly  a  case  in 
point,  comes  something  near  to  the  Georgia  elec^ 
tion ;  and  from  this  and  a  variety  of  other  cases, 
which  Mr.  G.  quoted,  he  thought  the  House  would 
be  highly  justifiable  in  declaring  Mr.  Jackson  dolj 
elected,  and  therefore  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Hooae 
of  Representatives.  Mr.  G.  further  observed,  that 
the  consequence  of  not  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
he  had  the  honor  to  propose,  would  be  a  disavowal 
of  the  right  of  the  judicial  powers  of  the  House 
in  cases  where  they  were  to  decide  on  the  qualifi- 
cations of  their  own  members;  and  it  would  be 
transferring  those  powers  to  the  Executives  of  the 
States,  if  Mr.  Smithes  motion  should  obtain. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  to  oppose  Mr.  Gileses  mo- 
tion, and  entered  into  a  very  extensive  chain  of 
argument  on  the  rights  of  election,  the  powers  of 
Congress,  the  danger  of  foreclosing  the  chair  of 
the  sitting  member,  should  he  desire  to  impeach 
the  validity  of  the  petitioner's  election ;  the  want 
of  reciprocity  that  would  ensue  from  an  adoption 
of  the  resolution :  the  danger  of  so  bad  a  prece- 
dent ;  the  deprivation  of  the  rights  of  Georgia  to 
hold  a  new  election  to  fill  the  vacancy,  Ac,  ke. 
He  also  quoted  almost  all  the  cases  of  contested 
elections  in  Great  Britain,  and  drew  inferences 
from  each  in  fiivor  of  his  own  opinion.  He  said 
the  business  before  the  House  was  not  to  take 
cognizance  of  Mr.  Jackson's  right  to  a  seat,  it  had 
been  no  more  than  to  investigate  the  l^ality  of 
Mr.  Wayne's  scat,  which  was  now  decided  in  the 
negative ;  it  was  not  a  contest  between  Mr.  Wayne 
and  Mr.  Jackson,  but  an  inquiry  into  a  return. 

Mr.  Giles  proposed  to  amend  his  motion,  by 
adding  these  words,  '*  and  that  the  right  of  peti- 
tioning against  the  said  election  (of  James  Jace- 
son)  be  preserved  to  all  persons,  &a,  within  the 
time  for  which  he  was  elected.'* 

Mr.  Madison  replied  generally  to  all  the  rea- 
soning of  the  gentlemen  who  had  gone  before  bim 
in  this  business;  he  mentioned  the  general  rule, 
that  whosoever  had  a  migoritv  of  sound  votes  was 
the  legal  Representative ;  he  then  recited  the  seve- 
ral exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  expatiated  on  the 
lex  parliamentaria.  In  addition  to  the  cases 
quoted  by  Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  W.  Smith,  he  men- 
tioned one  wherein  corruption  appeared  in  both 
candidates,  and  the  seat  was  adjudged  to  him  who 
had  the  greatest  number  of  sound  votes ;  but  this, 
he  said,  was  not  a  case  exactly  in  point :  he  there- 
fore believed  it  would  be  necessary  to  decide  the 
present   one   agreeably  to  the  Constitution  and 
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right  reason.  He  bad  ventared  an  opinion  for- 
merly upon  an  occasion  of  this  kind,  and  he  would 
DOW  confess  that  if  the  House  could,  conformably 
to  reason,  precedents,  or  convenience,  admit  the 
petitioning  member  to  a  seat,  he  believed  that  they 
oDgfht  to  do  it,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  chasm  in  the 
Hoase,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  representation  and 
interest  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  He  differed  in 
opinion  with  those  who  had  argued  that  the  peti- 
tioner had  not  claimed  his  seat ;  and  even  admitting 
he  had  done  so,  or  that  he  would  resign  or  refuse  to 
accept  it,  still  the  House  are  bound  to  declare  and 
establish  his  right 
The  House  now*adjoumed. 


Wedkbsdat,  March  31. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  trading  to  India  and  China,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  teas 
imported  from  Eurone  in  vessels  the  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  be  subjected  to 
the  same  duties  and  regulations  as  teas  imported 
from  India  in  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Ordered^  that  the  said  petition  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson,  be  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Steels,  and  Mr.  Liv- 

SRNORE. 

Ordered^  That  the  Message,  of  yesterday,  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Whitb,  Mr.  Laurahce,  and  Mr.  SMrrH,  of 
South  Carolina,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon 
by  way  of  bill  or  bills. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled,  **  An 
set  for  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Doorkeepers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

QEOROIA  CONTESTED  ELECrTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  on  the  contested  election  in  the  case  of  the 
petition  of  James  Jackson,  complaining  of  an  un* 
doe  election  and  retttm  of  Ahthort  Watrs,  one 
of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House  for 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Boudirot  rose  to  deliver  his  opinion;  pre- 
vious to  which,  he  thought  proper  to  recapitulate 
most  of  the  circumstances  which  have  come  into 
view,  before  the  House,  from  the  time  of  receiv- 
ing Hr.  Jacksor's  petition  to  the  present  time,  of 
declaring  whether  he  is,  or  is  not,  entitled  to  the 
Beat  in  the  House  of  RepresenCfttives.  He  took 
psrticniar  notice  that  there  were  only  two  candi- 
dates for  the  lower  district  of  Creorgia;  no  third 
candidate  had  been  set  up.  Hence,  as  there  were 
only  two,.and  one  of  them  has  been  proved  to  be 
illegally  elected,  it  remains  to  be  decided  whether 
the  other  be  entitled  to  his  seat  He  observed,  that 
in  three  of  the  counties,  the  whole  of  their  elec- 
tions were  null  and  void;  and  that,  with  respect 
to  the  others,  all  the  evidence  which  would  be 


necessary  to  an  investigation  had  not  been  yet  be- 
fore the  House,  as  no  other  evidence  had  been 
adduced  but  such  as  was  thought  necessary  to  va- 
cate the  contested  seat ;  consequently,  the  evidence 
admitted  in  one  case  cannot  be  admitted  in  the 
other ;  and  if  Congress  proceed  in  the  question 
now  under  consideration,  they  must  do  it  without 
the  cognizance  of  Georgia,  and  without  any  return 
by  them  made  in  favor  of  the  petitioner.  Besides, 
it  will  be  doiiiff  an  essential  injury  to  the  sitting 
member,  should  it  appear  that  he  had  a  majority 
of  votes  exclusive  of  all  the  illegal  ones,  as  it  will 
be  precluding  him  from  all  redress,  to  declare  the 
petitioner  the  sitting  member. 

Mr.  B.  also  quoted  the  ease  of  the  Maryland 
election  of  Mr.  Pirxrbt,  who  had  resigned ;  yet 
the  next  candidate  in  number  of  votes  was  not 
declared;  a  new  election  was  held.  Upon  the 
whole,  after  considerable  time  spent  in  reasoning 
nearly  on  similar  grounds  with  those  of  Mr.  W. 
SMrrH,  he  concluded  by  declaring  that  he  was 
apprehensive  the  House  would  be  acting  rather  pre- 
cariously should  they  attempt  any  decision  at  present 
on  the  resolution  proposed. 

Here  Mr.  Boudihot  proposed  to  read  a  paper 
in  his  place,  containing  information  which  he  said 
was  necessary  to  support  the  opinions  he  had  ad- 
vanced, and  whk;h  paper  went  to  prove  that  there 
was  not  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioner after  deducting  the  illegal  votes.  Several 
members  opposed  the  reading  of  these  papers,  and 
some  asked  why  these  papers  had  not  been  pro- 
duced on  the  trial  ?  To  this  it  was  replied  by  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  that  this  testimony  was  not  then  ne- 
cessary; it  was  also  observed,  that  in  case  Mr. 
Watrs's  testimony  should  prove  so  many  illegal 
votes  against  Mr.  Jacksor,  that,  after  all  the  bad 
votes  were  left  out  on  both  sides,  it  should  appear 
that  Mr.  Watre  had  a  majority  notwithstanding, 
the  House  would  be  driven  into  a  dilemma,  for  it 
might  be  demanded  of  them  to  declare  his  election 
le^  after  the  House  had  already  declared  it  ille- 
ffal.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  judged 
improper  to  produce  the  evidence  proposed  to  be 
read  by  Mr.  Boudirot;  and  he  accordingly  with- 
drew it,  and  proceeded  to  make  some  further  ob- 
servaUons  on  the  impropriety  of  a^^eing  to  the 
motion  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Livermore  expressed  some  repfret  at  the 
situation  into  which  the  House  was  driven  in  this 
business.  Ho  quoted  the  election  laws  of  Britain, 
and  drew  several  inferences  therefrom,  as  the  only 
precedents  that  could  enable  Congress  to  form  a 
judgment  He  also  observed  that  special  regard 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  election  law  of  Georgia. 
From  the  whole  of  his  arguments,  it  anpeared  that 
unless  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jacksor 
had  been  returned  to  the  Governor,  and  from  him 
transmitted  officially  to  the  Speaker,  d&c.,  he  could 
not  suppose  him  entitled  to  a  seat 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  was  of  opinion  that,  until  such 
time  as  Congress  enacted  a  law  for  regulating  elec- 
tions, there  was  no  other  rule  to  go  by  than  the 
laws  of  the  States;  tinder  this  impression,  he  joined 
in  opinion  with  Mr.  Livsrmore. 

The  question  being  now  taken  that  this  House 
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doth  agree  to  the  Mid  ffioUon,  amended  to  read  as 
follows : 

**  Resolved,  That  JAxn  Jaokboit  is  entitled  to  take  a 
seat  in  this  Hoose,  and  that  the  right  of  petitioning 
against  the  election  of  the  said  Jambs  Jaokson»  be  re- 
served to  all  persons,  at  any  time  during  the  tenn  for 
whidi  he  was  elected :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeim  29,  nays  29-^the 
House  being  equally  divided. 

And  Mr.  Speaker  declaring  himself  with  the 
nays— the  yeas  and  nays,  aa  demanded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  were  as  follows : 

Teas. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Elbridge 
€kerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Oregg,  Samuel  Grif- 
fin, William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Ridiard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Msooo,  James  Madison, 
Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Soiey,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Tho- 
mas Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  venable, 
and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Sbearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  Fitssimona,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurence,  Amasa  Learned,  Sam- 
uel Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter  Syl- 
vester, George  Thatcher,  llaomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander 
White. 

Seaolt^A,  That  the  seat  of  Ahthoht  Watnb, 
aa  a  member  of  this  House,  is,  and  the  same  is  de- 
clared to  be,  vacant 

Ordered^  That  the  Sfsaxsr  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  preceding  resolution,  and  of  this  order,  to  the 
Elxecutive  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  the  end  that 
the  said  Executive  may  issue  writs  of  election  to 
fill  the  said  vacancy. 


Thursday,  March  23. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  public  creditors,  who 
loaned  money  to  the  United  States  between  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  and  March,  1778,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  modification 
of  their  claims,  suggested  in  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  present 
session  on  the  subject  of  the  public  debt,  may  be 
adopted.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
Bury  on  the  Public  Debt 

Th|a  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
for  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress," was  read  the  first  time. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  ihe  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  Public  Debt; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  appoint 
ed,  presented  a  bill  for  ascertaining  the  bounds  of 
a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  uleves  Symmes ; 
which  was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  eommit- 
tee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry 
Laurens,  made  a  report;  whicn  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LivEHMORE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Tomer,  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  Rirer 
Ohio,  DMde  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  aufajeei  of  a  re- 

Sort  on  the  commeice  and  navigation  of  the  United 
tates  with  foreign  nations ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.        * 

A  memorial  of  Benjamin  Stiles,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  associates,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  contract  between 
the  United  States  and  ^hn  Clevea  Symmea  may  be 
so  far  varied,  as  to  include  the  purchase  made  by 
the  memorialist  and  his  associates  of  the  said 
Symmes,  and  to  quiet  them  in  their  title  and  pos- 
session of  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  report  of  the  eommittee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Qhio  Copapany  of  Associates;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  oirain. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  eonference  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject^natter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of  Re- 
presentatives among  the  several  States  accoiding 
to  the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provkion  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
RepresenCatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives,  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797," 
reported  that  the  managers  had,  according  to  order, 
attended  to  that  duty,  and  that,  after  offering  the 
reasons  for  disagreement  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
and  hearing  those  which  were  offered  by  the  ma- 
nagers on  ue  part  of  the  Senate  in  answer  there- 
to, several  propositions,  offered  by  the  managen 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  for  aeoommodating  the 
said  disagreement,  not  being  acceded  to  by  the  ma- 
nagers on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  they  had  mutually 
determined  to  separate  from  the  sud  conference 
without  agreement 

A  message  fW>m  tiie  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  dis* 
agreed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act 
for  an  Apportionment  of  Representativea  among 
the  several  States  according  to  the  first  Enumerar 
tion,  and  malting  provision  for  another  Ennmera- 
tion,  and  an  Apportionment  of  Representatives 
thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of  Representatives 
after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797." 


Fbidat,  March  23. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 

the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 

of  George  Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Ter- 
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ritory  of  Um  United  SUtes  Northwest  of  the  RiTer 
Ohio.    Whereupon, 

Rmhed,  That  the  laws  of  the  Territorj  North- 
west of  the  Ohio  be  printed  under  the  inspection 
of  the  Secretsrj  of  State,  and  delivered  to  the 
GoTemor  and  Judges,  to  be  distributed  for  the  in- 
fonnttion  of  the  inhabitants ;  that  the  official  du- 
ties of  the  Secretary  of  the  said  Territory  be  under 
the  control  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory ;  that  the 
Goremor  and  Judges  have  power  to  repeal  their 
UwB,  if  found  to  be  improper ;  that  a  single  Judge, 
in  the  absence  of  the  other  Judges,  be  authorized 
to  hold  a  Ck>urt ;  that  the  Secretary  of  State  pro- 
ride  seals  for  the  said  Territory ;  that  the  military 
power  be  subordinate  to  the  ciTil  power ;  that  the 
Kmitation  act,  passed  by  the  GoYemor  and  Judges 
of  said  Territory  the  28th  day  of  December,  1788, 
ought  to  be  repealed  by  Gonmss;  that  certain 
expenses  incurred  by  two  of  the  Judges  in  pur- 
chasing a  boat  to  carry  the  Judges  and  soldiers, 
is  an  escort  on  the  circuit,  and  also  for  sending 

an  express,  amounting  to ,  onght  to  be  paid 

by  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
saant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Liyer- 
MosE,  Mr.  Ladranck,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  William- 
80!i,  and  Mr.  Sierra,  of  South  Carolina,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infi>rmed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts  in  certain  districts  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;*'  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  petition  of  Christian  George  ESholm  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  that  he 
had  discovered  the  cause  of  the  motions  and  vari- 
ation of  Uie  magnetic  needle,  and  praying  the  pa- 
tronage of  Congress  to  aid  him  with  'the  means 
of  making  experimental  proofe  and  demonstration 
of  his  theory ;  or  that  he  may  now  receive  com- 
pensation as  the  survivor  of  five  captors,  who, 
during  the  late  war,  took  and  captured  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  British  regulars,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  stand  of  arms,  nve  armed  ves- 
sels, mounted  with  thirty-six  four-pounders,  and 
manned  with  forty  sailors,  together  with  swivels, 
provisions,  and  other  articles,  all  of  which  were  de- 
livered for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects a  claim  for  services  rendered  duringthe 
late  war,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report 
his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
the  Trurtees  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Acade- 
my of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  DeUware. 
hereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  petition  be 
Rierred  to  Mr.  Viimio,  Mr.  Mbrcer,  and  Mr. 
Ashe;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
iod  report  the  same,  wi^  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  message  fi*om  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
2d  Com.— 16 


act  supplementanr  to  the  act  for  making  further 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  ;**  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  Clevea 
Symmes;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Spsakbb  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Sknbt  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  finishing  the  light- 
house on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 
river,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Spbaker  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Senet  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  peti- 
tions of  the  merchants  of  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  importers  of  teas.    Whereupon, 

Beeolvedy  That,  for  all  teas  imported  into  the 
United  States  since  the  8d  day  of  March,  1791, 
the  duties  whereon  shall  have  been  bonded,  play- 
able in  one  year,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  officers 
of  the  customs  to  whom  such  bonds  were  given, 
to  cancel  the  same,  and  to  take  other  bonds  in 
lieu  thereof,  payable  in  two  years,  (from  the  time 
of  the  importation  of  the  teas  for  which  the  same 
is  given) :  Pnmded,  That  such  teas  are  deposited 
with  the  proper  ofilcer,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1701. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant  to  Uie  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Lau- 
BANCE,  Mr.  FiTzsiHONS,  and  Mr.  Gebbt,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate,  which  were  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House  and  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill  for  an  Apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  first  Enumeration,  and  making  provision  for 
another  Enumeration,  and  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  thereon,  to  compose  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1797. 
Whereupon, 

The  question  being  taken,  that  this  House  doth 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  all  the  said 
amendments,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  81,  nays  29,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudi- 
not,  Shearjashub  Boume,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Thomat  Fitnimoos,  abridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhae,  James  Oordon,  Tliomas 
Hartley,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitcbell,  John  W.  Kittcra, 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore, 
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>c  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Cor* 

>  u.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 

BRiKh,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter  Sylvester,  Oeo. 

Thatcher,  Thomas  TVedwell,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah 

Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  William 
B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister,  James  HiUhouse,  Daniel  fiuger,  Philip  Key, 
Ridiard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  John  Page,  Jo- 
■iah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  William  Smith,  l£unuel 


entitled  "  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regoltt- 
ing  the  coins  of  the  United  States."  The  foHow 
ing  amendment  being  under  consideration,  tis: 

"  In  the  tenth  section,  strike  cot  the  words  ^Ornfm- 
iefUaUonoftheheadoftkeFretidaUo/AsUfuttdSttUt 
for  the  time  being,  unth  an  interwiitm,  tokiek  9kaU  a- 
preta  the  initial  or  first  letter  of  hie  Ckrvdimi  or  M 
name,  and  hie  tumame  at  UngtM^  the  meceuien  of  tke 
Preaidency  numeriadly!  and,  in  lien  tliereof,  inccrt, 
'  Emblematic  of  Liberty,'  with  an  insoription  of  the 

word    LlBEETT." 


Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges',  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  la    Mr.  Page,  in  support  of  this  motioD  said,  that  it 
Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,Aad  been  a  practice  in  Monarchies  to  exhibit  the 


Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  the  Execu- 
tors of  Edward  Cames,  deceased ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 


SATtJRnAT,  March  24. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  ascertaining  the  bounds 
of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John  C.  Symmes, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  finishing  the  light-house 
on  Baldhead,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
certain  districts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,*^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
line  of  the  late  Army  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  subject-matter  of  a  peti- 
tion presented  at  the  last  session,  representing  the 
losses  they  sustained  in  the  mode  of  compensation 
for  their  military  services,  may  now  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  relief  granted.  Ordered^  That 
the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itielf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **An  act  supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  making  further  and  more  effectual  provi- 
sion for  the  protection  9f  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  ;* "  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  bad 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto:  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by^  the  House;  and  then  tiie  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTZsiMONs  from  the  Committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  heretofore 
granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  certain 
teas  imported  after  the  third  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-pne ;  which  was 
received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  MINT. 

The  House  resolved  it(;elf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Scnpto. 


figures  or  heads  of  their  Kings  upon  their  coias, 
either  to  hand  down  in  the  ignorant  ages  in  whidi 
this  practice  was  introduced,  a  kind  of  chronob- 
gical  account  of  their  Kings,  or  to  show  to  whom 
the  coin  belonged.  We  have  all  read,  that  the 
Jews  paid  tribute  to  the  Romans,  bj  means  of  a 
coin  on  which  was  the  head  of  their  Cmsar.  Nov 
as  we  have  no  occasion  for  this  aid  to  history,  nor 
any  pretence  to  call  the  money  of  the  Uoited 
States  the  money  of  our  Presidents,  there  can  be 
no  sort  of  necessity  for  adopting  the  idea  of  the 
Senate.  I  second  the  motion,  therefore,  for  the 
amendment  proposed;  and  the  more  readily  be- 
cause I  am  certain  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  see  the  head  of 
Liberty  on  their  coin,  than  the  heads  of  Presidents. 
However  well  pleased  they  might  be  with  the  hetd 
of  the  great  man  now  their  President,  they  may 
have  no  great  reason  to  be  pleased  with  some  of 
his  successors ;  as  to  him,  they  have  his  busts,  his 
pictures  everywhere;  historians  are  daily  cele- 
brating his  fame,  and  Congress  have  voted  him  i 
monument '  A  further  compliment  they  need  not 
pay  him,  especially  when  it  may  be  said,  that  no 
Republic  has  paid  such  a  compliment  to  their 
Chief  Magistrate;  and  when  indeed  it  would  be 
viewed  by  the  world  as  a  stamp  of  Royalty  on 
our  coins;  would  wound  the  feelings  ^>f  miny 
friends,  and  gratify  our  enemies. 

Mr.  Williamson  seconded  the  motion  also,  and 
affirmed  that  the  Romans  did  not  put  the  heads 
of  their  Consuls  on  their  money ;  that  Julius  Ciesar 
wished  to  have  his  on  the  Roman  coin,  bat  only 
ventured  to  cause  the  figure  of  an  elephant  to  be 
impressed  thereon ;  that  by  a  pun  on  the  Cartha- 
ginian name  of  that  animal,  which  sounded  like 
the  name  of  Caesar,  he  might  be  said  to  be  on  the 
coin.  He  thought  the  amendment  consistent  with 
Republican  principles,  and  therefore  approved 
of  it 

Mr.  LivEBMOBS  ridiculed,  with  an  uncommon 
degree  of  humor,  the  idea  that  it  could  be  of  any 
consequence  to  the  United  States  whether  the 
head  of  Liberty  were  on  their  coins  or  not ;  the 
President  was  a  very  good  emblem  of  Liberty; 
but  what  an  emblematical  figure  might  be,  he 
could  not  tell.  A  ghost  had  been  said  to  be  in  the 
shape  of  the  sound  of  a  drum,  and  so  might  Liber- 
ty for  aught  he  knew;  but  how  the  President's 
head  being  on  our  coins  could  affect  the  Liberty 
of  the  People,  was  incomprehensible  to  him.  U« 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  would  be 
rejVrted. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  agreed  with  Mr. 
LiTiBMOBB  in  opinion;  adding,  that  the  President 
representing  the  people  of  the  United  States,  might 
with  great  propriety  represent  them  on  their  coins. 
He  denied  that  Republics  did  not  place  the  images 
of  their  Chief  Magistrates  on  their  coins ;  and  said, 
he  was  surprised  that  a  member  who  so  much 
admired  the  French  and  their  new  Constitution, 
should  be  so  averse  to  a  practice  thev  have  estab- 
lished ;  the  head  of  their  Icin^  is  by  their  Constilu- 
tioa  put  upon  their  money.  Besides,  it  was  strange 
that  for  a  circumstance  so  trivial  we  should  lose 
time  in  debating,  and  risk  the  loss  of  an  important 
bill. 

The  said  amendment  was  again  read,  and  a  di- 
vision of  the  question  thereon  called  for:  Where- 
npon, 

The  question  being  taken,  that  the  House  do 
a^e  to  the  first  part  of  the  said  amendment,  for 
striking  out  the  words  "  or  representation  of  the 
head  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being,  with  an  inscription,  which  shall  ex- 
press the  initial  or  first  letter  of  his  Christian 
or  first  name,  and  his  surname  at  length,  the  suc- 
cession of  the  Presidency  numerically  :*' — it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  26,  nays  22,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YBi«.»Abr«ham  Baldwin,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas 
Fitxaimooa,  William  R  Giles,  Andrew  Qregg,  Daniel 
Heister,  FUlip  Key,  Aaroa  Kitcbell,  John  W.  Kittera, 
Joha  Laanuaoa,  Kwhard  Bland  I^ee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madiaou,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  John 
Page.  Joahua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett» 
Thomaa  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomaa  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
Williamaon,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Kats. — Robert  Barnwell,  Eebert  Benson,  Eliaa  Bou- 
diDot,  Shearjashnb  Bourne,  %eniamia  Bourne,  John 
Brown,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jaooba, 
Amaaa  Learned,  Samuel  livermore,  Cornelius  0.  Schoon* 
maker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Jonathan 
Sturgea,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Tliatcher,  Jeremiah 
IVadswortb,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

And  then  the  question  being  taken  tliat  the 
HoQse  do  agree  to  the  second  part  of  the  said 
amendment,  for  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  words 
stricken  out,  the  words,  **  Emblematic  of  Liberty, 
with  an  inscription  of  the  word  Liberty  :^ — it  wati 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa  42,  nays  6,  as  ful- 
lows : 

Yias.— Abraham  Baldwm,  Robert  Barnwell,  Benja- 
nio  Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas 
Fiuaimona,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Ben- 
jamjo  Goodhue,  Andrew  Oregg;,  Thomas  Hartley,  Da- 
aiel  Heiater,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel 
Jaooba,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kitlera, 
John  Lauraoce,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Junes  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  John 
l^AgCf  Comeliua  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
JoAhoa  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturgea,  Thomaa  Sumpter,  Peter 
Sylvester,  Thomaa  Tredwell,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  Artemas 
^ard,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamaon,  and  Fran- 
cis Willis. 


Nats. — Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjaahub 
Bourne,  Aroasa  Iicamed,  Samuel  Livermore,  and  George 
Thatcher. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill>  with  the  amendments, 
be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next 

MoHDAT,  Mait'h  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  An  act 
establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,"  together  with  the  amendment,  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and  the  question  being  put  that 
the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  imurmative 
— ^yeaa  32,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

TsAa.— Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Eliaa  Boudi- 
not, Shearjaahub  Bourne,  ££nj.  Bourne,  John  Brown, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  Nioholaa  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Dan.  Heiater,  Dan.  Huger,  Philip  Key, 
John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amaaa  Leamedt 
Samuel  Livermore,  John  Fraricis  Mercer,  Frederick 
Auguatua  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Tlieodore  Sedgwick, 
William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
Peter  Sylvester,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nats. — Abraiham  Olork,  William  Findley,  William 
B.  Giles,  Jamea  Gk>rdon,  William  Barry  Grove,  James 
Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoon* 
maker,  Joshua  Seney,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Iliatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable, 
and  Alexander  White. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

OHIO  COMPANY  OF  ASSOCIATfia 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Directors  of 
the  Ohio  Comp.iny  of  Associates ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  considera- 
tion, and  come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon ; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

''Reaolved,  That  the  title  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
Ohio  Company  for  so  much  of  the  lands  in  their  con- 
tracts as  thev  have  actually  paid  for. 

"  JUtolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  above  quantity 
of  land,  there  be  also  granted  to  the  said  Ohio  Company, 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  acres,  bemg  the  proportion  they  were,  by  a 
resolve  of  Congress,  audbonzed  to  pay  in  army  rights, 
upon  their  delivering  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
army  rights  sufficient  for  the  purpose ;  and  that  there 
be  also  granted  to  the  said  Company,  in  addition  to  the 
before-mentioned  tracts,  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  to 
make  good  one  thousand  lots  of  one  hundred  acres  each, 
appropriated  by  the  said  company  as  bounties  to  sucfa 
as  might  become  settlers  within  thoaaid  purchase,  upon 
condition,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  company  shall 
make  good  such  bounties,  as  well  to  future  settlers  as 
to  those  already  settled. 

"  Jietolved,  That  a  title  be  made  to  the  said  company 
for  the  remainder  of  the  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  contracted  for,  upon  their  paying  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;\  sum  not  t»YC^u»1lti'i 
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eenU  per  acre  for  the  lame,  with  intereet  ftviii  the  past- 

iog  an  act  for  that  purpose." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  billa  be  bronght  in  pur- 
Buant  to  the  said  reBoladona;  and  that  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, Mr.  FiNDLET,  Mr.  Bersor,  Mr.  Leariied, 
and  Mr.  Baldwir,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
aame. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  MINT. 

A  mesaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  this  Honse  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  establish- 
ing a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States  ;*'  and  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  supplemental 
to  the  act  for  making  further  and  more  effectual 
provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States.** 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  recede  from 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  estab- 
lishing a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  Livermore  supported  the  motion.  He  said 
he  did  not  conceive  it  possible  that  any  friend  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate,  that  great  and  good  man,  would  have  re- 
fused to  pay  every  tribute  of  respect  which  was 
justly  due  to  him.  We  have  now  a  favorable 
opportunity  of  complimenting  him,  without  any 
shadow  of  flattery,  and  without  any  expense.    But, 


cumstanee  of  having  the  President's  head  stamped 
on  the  coin  could  not  be  iustly  considered  as  doing 
him  an  honor,  he  said,  that  persons  of  no  better 
character  than  a  Nero,  a  Caligula,  or  a  Heliogabulus* 
may  enjoy  it  as  well  as  a  Trajan,  d&c« 

Mr.  Seret  animadverted  with  severity  on  the  re- 
marks offered  by  Mr.  Liyeemore,  and  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  Senate ;  particularly  in  retumkig  the 
bill  with  a  negative  to  the  amendment  of  the  House, 
within  a  peri(Kl  that  left  them  no  time  to  deliberate 
on  the  reasons  which  might  have  influenced  the 
House. 

Mr.  Giles  opposed  the  motion  for  receding. 
He  adverted  to  the  ideas  which  are  connect^ 
with  the  subject  in  European  countries.  The 
President's  head  will  not  designate  the  Govern- 
ment. There  is  to  be  but  one  head ;  but  does  not 
our  Government  consist  of  three  parts  t  Is  there 
any  other  head  proposed  to  be  on  the  coin  but  the 
President's  ?  He  said  this  circumstance  was  of  a 
piece  with  the  first  act  of  the  Senate.  It  had  a 
near  affinity  to  titles,  that  darling  child  of  the  Se- 
nate, which  has  been  put  to  nurse,  with  an  intention 
that  it  shall  be  announced  at  some  future  period  in 
due  form. 

Mr.  Berscni  said,  he  supposed  he  should  be  ex- 
tremely disorderly  were  he  to  mention  the  motives 
which  influenced  the  Senate  in  their  discussioni. 
He  knew  not  what  they  were,  nor  was  it  of  import- 

^ ,    ance  that  he  should.    He  then  observed,  that  plain 

instead  of  this,  'what  is  proposecf !    An  emblem-jk  j^ieces  of  metal  will  not  answer  for  money ;  some 
atical  figure  of  Liberty.    But  what  is  this  Libertj^  jinpresRion  is  necessary  to  guard  against  counterfeitA 


which  some  appear  to  be  so  fond  of!  He  had  no 
idea  of  such  Liberty  as  appears  to  possess  the 
minds  of  some  gentlemen.  It  is  little  better  than 
the  liberty  of  savages — a  relinquishment    of  all 


The  Senate  have  determined  what  the  device  shsll 
be ;  but  the  House,  by  their  amendment,  have  left 
the  matter  entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  artist, 
who  mav  form  such  an  emblem  as  suits  his  fancv. 


law  that  contradicts  or  thwarts  their  passions  oitf  Mr.  B.  ndiculed  the  idea  of  the  people's  being  en- 
desires.  His  idea  of  Liberty  was  that  which  arosel  slaved  by  their  Presidents,  and  much  less  by  hb 
from  law  and  justice,  which  secured  every  man  in  I  image  on  their  coin. 


his  proper  and  social  rights.  Some  gentlemen 
mav  think  a  bear  broke  loose  from  his  chain  a  fit 
emblem  of  Liberty ;  others  may  devise  a  different 
emblem;  but  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  of 
them  would  be  applicable  to  the  situation  of  the 


Mr.  Page  replied  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  thai 
some  gentlemen  endeavored  to  ridicule  Republican 
cautions.  He  thought  it  both  indelicate  and  in- 
consistent with  their  situations,  as  well  as  highly 
impolitic    He  confessed  that,  as  long  as  the  peo^ 


United  States,  which  justly  boasted  of  being  alwavs  pie  were  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and 
free.  If  anjr  idea  of  an  emblem  is  necessary,  he  rnad  their  eyes  open  to  watch  encroachments,  thej 
thought  it  might  be  applied  to  the  head  of  the  Pre-  L^ould  not  be  enslaved ;   but  if  they  should  ever 

.:^^..4  ^*  *u-  iT_2*^j  iA^A mi A .• TL-*  ai i • aa *• a^  iv^i_  •_* ._ 


sident  of  the  United  States.  The  present  occasion 
affords  the  best  opportunity  of  doing  honor  to  the 
man  we  love ;  instead  of  which  we  offer  him  an 
affront.  He  could  not  reconcile  this  conduct  to 
propriety  or  consistency ;  for,  while  it  is  proposed 
to  raise  a  monument  to  thd  memory  of  the  Presi- 
dent, which  will  cost  fifty  thousand  guineas,  a  pro- 
position to  honor  him  in  a  more  effectual  manner, 
and  in  a  way  which  will  be  aatisfactory  to  the  peo- 
ple, without  any  expense,  and  with  perfect  security 
to  their  liberties,  is  objected  to.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  recede. 

Mr.  Mercer  replied  to  Mr.  Livermorb  with 
some  degree  of  asperity.  He  observed  that  there 
was  a  rule  in  the  British  House  of  Commons  that 
the  name  of  the  King  should  never  be  mentioned 
in  any  debate.  He  thought  some  such  rule  might 
be  introduced  with  advantage  into  this  House. 
In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  show  that  the  cir- 


shut  them,  or  become  inattentive  to  their  interests 
and  the  true  principles  of  a  free  Government,  tlier, 
like  other  nations,  might  lose  their  liberties ;  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  members  of  that  House  to 
keep  the  eyes  of  their  constituents  open,  and  to 
watch  over  their  liberties.  It  was  therefore  un- 
becoming a  member  to  treat  with  levity  and  to 
ridicule  any  sentiment  which  had  that  tendency. 
For  his  part,  he  thought  it  the  peculiar  duty  of 
the  Representative  of  a  free  people  to  put  tliea 
upon  their  guard  against  anything  which  coold 
possibly  endanger  their  liberties.  That  with  this 
view  he  warned  his  constituents  of  the  danger,  not 
merely  of  imitating  the  flattery  and  almoat  idol:^- 
trous  practice  of  Monarchies  with  respect  to  the 
honor  paid  to  their  Kings,  by  impressing  their 
images  and  names  on  their  coins,  but  he  wished 
to  add  as  few  incentives  as  possible. to  competi- 
tors for  the  President's  place.     He  warned  his 
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ooantiy  igiinst  the  cabftls,  the  corruption,  and 
inimosities,  which  might  he  excited  by  the  in- 
trigues of  ambitious  men,  animated  with  the  hope 
of  handing  their  names  down  to  the  latest  ages 
on  the  medals  of  their  country.  But  this  indis- 
criminate honor  is  unworthy  of  the  President's 
acceptance^  A  Nero,  a  Caligula,  a  Heliogabulus, 
it  has  been  obserred,  [by  Mr.  Mbrcer,]  may  ei\joy 
it  as  well  %a  a  Tnyan.  To  apply  it  to  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  alone,  would  be  less  exception- 
able. But  this  would  be  highly  improper;  for,  if 
he  should  pass  an  act  for  this  purpose,  it  might 
blast  lus  reputation.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Se- 
nate knew  his  delicacy  would  not  permit  him  to 
pass  such  an  one.  They  have  therefore  extended 
the  compliment  to  all  his  successors.  We  are 
under  obligations  to  the  great  man  now  our  Pre- 
sident; but  a  lover  of  Liberty  and  friend  to  the 
Rights  of  Man,  would  be  cautious  how  he  showe^ 
his  sense  of  that  obligation.  As  a  friend  to  thJB 
President,  I  am  unwilling  to  offer  him  a  compli- 
ment which,  if  accepted,  might  damn  his  reputa- 
tion. Were  I  in  his  place,  I  would  cut  off  my 
hand  rather  than  it  should  sign  the  act  as  it  now 
stands.  Were  I  his  greatest  enemy,  I  should  wish 
him  to  pass  it  as  it  was  passed  by  the  Senate. 
Sir,  I  am  as  much  his  friend  as  the  member  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  have  shown,  at  proper  times 
and  places,  that  I  was  so.  I  am  too  sensible  of 
the  honor  our  President  has  acquired  to  suppose 
that  an  unbecoming  compliment  can  in  any  de- 
gree contribute  to  its  increase.  I  hope,  therefore, 
Uie  amendment  which  the  House  has  made  will 
not  be  receded  from. 

The  question  being  now  put,  that  this  House 
doth  recede  from  the  said  amendment,  it  passed  in 
the  negative— yeas  24,  nays  82,  as  follows : 

TxAS. — ^Fiiber  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  i;gbert  Ben- 
son, Slias  Boudinoi,  ShearjaBhab  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Booroe,  TbomaB  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Ooodhue,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  John  W.  Kitr 
ten,  Amaaa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturgea,  Peter 
Svlvester,  George  Thateher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and 
Artemaa  Ward. 

Nats.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  R  Giles,  James  Gk>r- 
doo,  Andrew  Ore^,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barrv 
Orove,  Daniel  Heister,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  KitcheU, 
Richmrd  Bland  liee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Marray,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker, 
Joahoa  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  IVedwell,  Thomas 
Tudnr  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Alex- 
ander White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Eaohed^  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  the 
said  amendiiaient 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 


A  ro 

that  the 


TuBSDAT,  March  27. 
from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
nate  recede  from  their  disagreement 


to  the  amendment  adhered  to  by  this  House  to 
the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

DEFEAT  OF  THE  ABMT  UNDER  GENERAL 

ST.  OLAIR. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"^  jRMoJMd;  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of 
the  late  defeat  of  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  St.  Clair ;  and  alito  into  the  causes  of 
the  detentions  or  delays  which  are  suggested  to  have 
attended  the  money,  clotbin^^,  provisioo^  and  military 
stores,  for  the  use  of  the  said  army,  and  into  such  other 
causes  as  may,  in  any  manner,  have  been  productive  of 
the  said  defeat :" 

Mr.  YiNiNo  inquired  what  was  the  object  of 
the  resolution?  In  what  way  was  it  to  be  carried 
into  execution  ?  For,  if  the  House  is  not  Airnished 
with  some  answer  to  these  inquiries,  he  did  not 
see  how  gentlemen  could  vote  for  it  He  con- 
ceived that  this  indefinite  mode  of  procedure 
would  only  embarrass  the  President,  without  pro- 
ducing the  desired  effect  He  was  in  fiivor  of  a 
full  and  complete  investigation  of  the  subject; 
and,  if  there  has  been  any  deficiency,  let  those  who 
are  to  blame  be  impeached.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  screen  any  officer  from  justice,  let  him  be  of 
what  rank  he  may ;  but  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  mode  now  proposed.  He  did  not  consider  it 
as  constitutional  or  practicable. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  said,  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  express  a  doubt  of 
the  practicability  of  instituting  an  inquiry  into 
the  late  unfortunate  business  in  the  mode  pro- 
posed. For  his  part,  he  saw  no  such  difficulties 
in  the  way  as  appeared  to  the  gentleman.  Mr. 
B.  then  stated  certain  complaints  which  existed, 
and  were  currently  reported — ^such  as  a  failure  of 
the  contracts,  and,  for  aught  that  appeared  to  the 
contrary,  the  misfortunes  of  the  army  may  be 
traced  to  that  cause.  Other  complaints  are  cir- 
culated, respecting  which  the  public  have  a  right 
to  be  satisfied.  The  present  proposition  goes  no 
further  than  a  simple  request  Having  signified 
the  wish  of  the  House,  the  President  may  adopt 
such  measures  in  relation  to  the  subject  as  he  may 
see  proper. 

Mr.  Giles  supported  his  motion.  He  conceived 
that  the  inquiry  was  indispensable,  and  the  mode 
proposed  strictly  proper.  The  business  must  be- 
gin somewhere.  This  House  is  the  proper  source, 
as  the  immediate  guardians  of  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  ViNiHO  rose  to  explain.  He  stated  various 
difficulties  which  would  impede  the  progress  of  the 
matter  in  the  informal  mode  proposed.  These,  he 
observed,  were  so  great  as  to  involve  an  impossi- 
bility of  prosecuting  the  investigation  to  any 
purpose.  He  supposed  that  a  more  proper  and 
constitutional  way  would  be  to  call  on  the  Heads 
of  Departments  to  give  an  account  of  their  con- 
duct 

Mr.  Clark  observed  that  it  was  evident  the 
public  mind  was  greatly  agitated.  An  inquiry 
was  necessary.    If  the  mode  proposed  should  not 
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prove  agreeable  or  convemeot  to  the  President,  he 
will  let  us  know  it 

Mr.  W.  Smith  observed  that  this  was  the  first 
instance  of  a  proposition  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  officers  who  are  im- 
mediately under  the  control  of  the  Executive.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject,  the  resolution  proposed 
could  not  but  be  considered  as  an  impeachment  of 
the  conduct  of  the  First  Magistrate.  Mr.  S.  then 
adverted  to  the  division  of  the  powers  of  the  Go- 
vernment expressly  provided  for  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. Gentlemen  have  discovered  great  solicitude 
to  keep  the  branches  separate  and  distinct ;  but,  on 
this  occasion,  from  the  consideration  that  this 
House  is  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  they 
seem  to  discover  a  disposition  to  go  into  a  similar 
mode  of  conduct  with  the  National  Assembly  of 
France,  who  spent  a  whole  night  in  examining  a 
drum  major.  He  would  not  say  that  they  had 
not  a  right  so  to  do,  but  he  believed  no  gentleman 
would  justify  such  a  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of 
this  House.  He  then  particularized  the  several 
objects  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  present  sub- 
ject He  showed  that  the  Constitution  had  made 
provision  in  all  the  several  cases.  And  as  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cany  the  laws  into  execution,  it  ought  to  be  shown 
that  he  has  been  remiss  in  his  duty,  before  he  is 
called  on  in  this  way.  He  noted  the  account  pub- 
lished by  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  direction  of 
the  President,  and  considered .  as  his  act  After 
several  other  remarks,  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying 
that,  in  any  case  where  it  shall  appear  that  the 
Supreme  Executive  has  not  done  his  duty,  he 
should  be  fully  in  favor  of  an  inquiry;  but,  till 
that  was  done,  he  trusted  the  measure  would  not 
be  adopted,  without  at  least  a  previous  and  full 
discussion. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  he  doubted  the  propriety 
of  the  resolution,  in  its  present  form ;  but  was  fully 
of  opinion  that  an  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of 
all  public  money  was  the  indispensable  duty  of 
this  House.  He  proposed  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  and  report 

Mr.  KiTTERA  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
substituting  a  select  committee. 

Mr  Venabli  was  in  &vor  of  the  original  motion. 
He  conceived  that  it  was  the  only  proper  mode  of 
proceeding.  Nor  had  he  any  apprehension  that  the 
President  would  consider  it  as  encroaching  in  the 
smallest  degree. 

Mr.  Giles  contended  that  his  motion  was  so  far 
from  tending  to  blend  the  several  branches  of  Go- 
vernment, that  its  effect  would  be  the  reverse. 

Mr.  Steele  said,  he  was  indifferent  as  to  the 
mode,  provided  the  matter  was  fully  gone  into. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  men- 
tioned the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
has  said  that  it  is  considered  as  the  act  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Statea  Mr.  S.  denied  that 
ft  was  the  President's  act  It  was  not  satisfactory. 
Will  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  say  it  is  satis- 
fiustory  to  him?  Ho  enumerated  several  articles 
of  complaint,  and  observed  that  he  had  no  great 
doubt  that  an  inquiry  would  lead  to  an  impeach- 
ment    Justice  to  the  public,  and    the  officers 


particularly  concerned^  loudly  demands  an  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  VmiNo  here  moved  that  the  resolut]<8i 
should  bo  committed  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  objected  to  the  idea  of  a  com- 
mittee. Ho  said  the  time  would  not  admit  of  it 
Witnesses  are  perhaps  eight  hundred  miles  ofil 
What  progress  can  a  committee  make  in  such  a 
business?  He  denied  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  institute  the  inquiry,  unless  he  was 
requested  to  do  it  The  magnitude  of  the  objects 
of  inquiry  would  involve  such  an  expense  that  the 
President  would  not  be  justified  in  incurriDg  it, 
unless  he  was  authorized  by  the  House.  He  th^ 
stated  some  particulars  to  show  the  praeticabilitf 
of  the  measure — among  others,  that  there  were  a 
sufficient  number  of  officers  present  to  form  what 
is  denominated  a  Court  of  Inquiiy. 

Mr.  Barnwell  was  opposed  to  the  original  mo- 
tion. He  considered  it  as  informal,  and  suggested 
what  he  considered  as  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, which  was,  to  call  on  the  several  ofBcen 
of  Government  for  such  information  as  may  be 
necessary.    He  was  against  the  commitment 

The  motion  for  a  select  committee  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  question  then  was  on  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  HiLLBousE  said,  he  believed  this  was  the 
first  time  that  it  was  ever  contemplated  to  appoint 
a  Court  Martial  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of 
public  money. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  said,  he  conceived  that  several 
parts  of  the  resolution  were  improper.  He  thoaght 
that  it  was  entirely  out  of  order  to  request  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  institute  a  Court 
Martial  or  a  Court  of  Inquiry.  The  reasons  and 
propriety  of  such  Courts  are  better  and  more  fully 
Known  to  the  President  than  to  the  members  of 
the  House.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  relative  to  such  objects  as  come  properiy 
under  the  cognizance  of  this  House,  particularly 
respecting  the  expenditures  of  public  money ;  an^ 
if  the  resolution  should  be  disagreed  to,  as  he 
hoped  it  would,  he  should  then  move  for  such  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Baldwin  sud  he  had  made  up  his  miDd  on 
the  subject  He  was  convinced  the  House  could 
not  proceed  but  by  a  committee  of  tfairar  own. 
Such  a  oommittee  would  be  able  to  throw  more 
light  on  the  subject,  and  then  ttie  House  would 
be  able  to  determine  how  to  proceed ;  and,  if  any 
failure  had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive officers,  he  should  then  be  prepared  to  ad- 
dress the  President,  and  to  request  him  to  take  the 
proper  steps  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Senet  advocated  the  resolution,  and  urged 
several  objections  against  a  committee. 

Mr.  Hartley  said,  as  it  was  probable  some  de- 
gree of  odium  would  &11  on  those  who  might  vote 
against  this  resolution,  he  thought  proper  to  give 
some  reasons  why  he  should  vote  against  it 
These  were  similar  to  what  had  been  offered  by 
several  other  genticmen  against  the  resolution,  as 
being  improper  and  informal. 

Mr.  Maoison  started  some  difficulties  in  the 
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ease.  He  said  the  House  ought  to  deliberate 
well,  before  they  requeeted  the  President  to  do  a 
thing  which  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  do.  It 
was  evident  that  the  object  of  a  Court  MaKial  or 
Court  of  Inquiry  must  be  to  elucidate  facts  which 
woald  require  the  presence  of  officers,  who  could 
Dot  possil>ly  give  their  attendance  in  season  to  meet 
the  object  of  the  resolution.  He  made  some  ftir- 
ther  remarks,  and  then  the  question  on  the  resolu- 
tion was  put,  when — 

A  division  of  the  said  motion  was  called  for ; 
and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  firut  clause  thereof,  in  the  words 
following: 

"  J2cM/0MiThat  the  Preudeot  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  institute  aa  inquiry  into  the  causes  of 
the  late  defeat  of  the  Army  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor General  St  Clair .-" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  21,  nays  35,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  S^las  Boudinot,  Abraham 
Clark,  William  Fiodley,  William  B.  Giles,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cor- 
oeliufl  C.  Sdioonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Thomas  Sump- 
ter,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tred- 
vell,  Abraham  Venable,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Francis 
Willia 

Nira—Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Btrnweii,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheaijashnb  Bourne,  Benja- 
BIB  Boome,  John  Brown,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Nidio- 
las  Gilmaa,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gren,  Samuel 
Griffio,  William  Barry  Gcove,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
HiUhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Amasa  Learned, 
Samuel  Livermore,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mer- 
cer, Andrew  Hoore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray,  Natbauiel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smito, 
John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  John 
Viaiog,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

And  so  the  said  notion  was  rejected. 

Another  OM^tion  was  theo  made  and  seconded, 
that  the  Honae  do  come  to  the  following  reaolu* 
tion: 

"Beaolvedt  Tliat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
<}inre  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  tne  late  ezpedi- 
tioo  under  Major  General  St  Olair  ;  and  that  the  said 
eoramiltee  be  empowered  to  call  for  such  persons,  pa- 
pers, and  reoQcda,  as  may  be  necessary  to  assist  their 
uqairieiL'* 

And  the  question  being  put  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  same,  it  wa3  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  44,  nays  10,  as  follows; 

,  Yf  is  -  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Shear- 
iashub  Boame,  Benjamin  Bonme,  John  Brown,  Abra- 
Wffl  Clark.  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitxsimons,  Wil- 
liam R  Giles^  Nicholas  Gdman,  James  Gordon,  An- 
^^  ^^egg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Samuel  Livermore.  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madi- 
KQ,  John  Frauds  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick 
Augustus  Mnhlenberg,  WilHam  Vans  Murray,  Natha- 
niel Kiles,  Josiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Joshua 
Seoey,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samoel  Slerrett, 


Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  nomas  Tredwell, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  John  Vining,  Artemas  Ward, 
Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Fhmeia 
Willis. 

Nats.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  S^bert  Ben- 
son, Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Hillhouse^  John  Pag% 
Cornelius  0.  Schoonmaker,  Israel  Smith,  WiUiam 
Smith,  and  Thomas  Sumpter. 

Ordered^  That,  Mr.  Fxtzsimors,  Mr.  GiLsa, 
Mr.  Steels,  Mr.  Mbkcer,  Mr.  Vquho,  Mr.  Clark, 
and  Mr.  Sedgwick,  be  appointed  the  said  con>- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  return  the  petitiona 
presented  to  this  House  by  invalkls  and  othera, 
whose  cases  are  comprehended  in  the  provision  of 
any  act  of  the  present  session,  with  the  papen 
accompanybg  the  said  petitiona,  whksh  have  been 
referred  to  them,  and  are  now  in  their  respective 
offices ;  and  that  the  several  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petitiona. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  officers  of  the  levies  late  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.    Whereupon, 

That  part  of  the  said  report  in  the  words  follow^ 
lug: 

"  That  the  said  officers  are  entitled  to  a  similar  boun- 
ty allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  regiments,  for  eadi  re- 
cruit by  them  enlisted ;  and  that  a  special  provision  be 
made  therefor,** 

being  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
Betolced,  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 


Wedkbsdat,  March  S8. 

Mr.  FrrzsmoNs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  Treasurer's  accounts  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys,  from  the 
let  October  to  the  31st  December,  1791,  inclusive, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
the  returns  of  duties  ariiHng  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage for  one  year,  ending  the  30th  September  Inst, 
and  a  return  of  exports  to  the  same  period ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Par- 
ker, Mr.  Key,  and  Mr.  Gilm ar. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the.  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  respecting  the  Public  Debt ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  re- 
ported progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  f^m  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  -passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  for  finishing  the  light-house  on  Baldbead,  at  the 
mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river,  in  the  State  of  North  , 
Carolina." 


Thursday,  March  29. 
Mr.  SedowtCk,  from  the  Committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  authorizing  a  ffrnnt  and  convey- 
ance of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Company  of 
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Awociatea,  on  the  terms  therein  expressed ;  which 
WHS  received,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  ST£ELB»from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General  on 
the  petition  of  Andrew  Jackson,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 

Mr.  ViHiHO,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trear 
aury  on  the  petitions  of  the  Minister  and  Trustees 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Rheland  township, 
Chester  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  of 
the  Wardens  of  the  Calvinist  Church  in  Vincent 
township,  in  the  county  and  State  aforesaid;  and 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Grammar  school  and  Acade- 
my of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Smith,  of  the 
town  of  Baltimore ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

THE  PUBLIC  PEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  suoject  of  the  Public 
Debt 

Mr«  Giles  proposed  a  clause  to  be  added  to  the 
first  proposition  offered  by  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  preclude  the  admission  of 
the  irredeemable  principle  in  the  debt  hereafter 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  G.  supported  his  motion  by  adducing  sundry 
reasons.  The  creditors,  by  not  availing  them- 
selves in  season  of  the  chance  of  subscribing  under 
the  terms  of  the  firat  subscription,  the  Govern- 
ment are  under  no  obligation  to  renew  those 
terms.  He  said  his  motion  was  to  liave  a  subse- 
quent operation,  and  therefore  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  an  infraction  of  existing  contracts. 
The^  irredeemable  principle,  he  observed,  is  an 
exotic,  and  appears  to  have  been  adopted  without 
a  due  consideration  of  its  applicability  to  our  cir- 
cumstances. The  funding  system  of  Great  Bri- 
tain has  prostrated  that  Government  The  prospe- 
rity of  that  country  is  not  owing  to  its  financial 
arrangements;  Great  Britain  is  in  its  decay;  this 
Government  is  in  its  youth.  It  is  improper  for  us  to 
use  such  stimulants  aa  may  be  necessary  to  induce 
vigor  in  age.  The  irredeemable  quality  is  the 
result  of  necessity  in  the  funding  system  of  Great 
Britain;  and  that  principle  will  operate  its  ruin. 
The  argument  drawn  from  a  violation  of  contracts 
applies  as  well  to  the  firet  system  as  to  that  now 
proposed ;  the  reduction  of  the  interest  was  a  vio- 
lation of  the  original  contract. 

He  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
principle  of  equality,  and  showed  from  the  present 
state  of  the  debt,  part  of  it  being  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  were  inimical  to  the  cause  which  this 
debt  was  contracted  to  support,  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  add  to  the  gift,  which  in  fact 
has  already  been  made  to  these  people,  by  infusing 
this  irredeemable  quality,  may  well  be  question- 
ed.   He  added  some  further  remarks,  and  con- 


cluded by  sayioff,  he  hoped  that  a  principle 
would  be  so  fatal  to  the  United  States  woold  be  re- 
jected, by  adopting  the  proposition  he  c^ered. 

Mr.  Ames  offered  yarious  estimates,  by  which 
he  demonstrated  that  funding  the  deb^  on  tiie  prin- 
ciple now  opposed  would  not  incapacitate  the  Gov- 
ernment from  discharging  it ;  on  the  other  hand,  it 
would  facilitate  the  o^'ect  matly. 

Mr.  Laubancb  observed,  that  the  oppoaen  of 
the  proposed  system,  after  offering  various  mo- 
tions, appear  at  last  to  be  agreed  in  a  specific  ob> 
ject  He  denied  that  the  consequences  which  it 
had  been  said  resulted  from  the  funding  system 
of  Great  Britain  had  taken  place.  Adverting  to 
the  operation  of  the  system  in  this  country,  he 
said  the  observations  were  no  better  foooded. 
With  respect  to  the  irredeemable  quality,  it  was 
not  a  novel  circumstance:  under  the  old  Con- 
gress foreign  loans  had  been  made  on  a  similar 
principle,  it  is  well  known  that  the  old  Congress 
contracted  a  debt  which  they  could  not  dischaige 
under  ten  yeara :  and  the  payments  then  eonld  be 
only  made  by  instalments.  No  fault  had  ever 
been  found  with  this  transaction.  He  then  en- 
tered into  a  general  defence  of  the  funding  sys- 
tem ;  and,  adverting  to  its  operation,  he  showed 
what  had  been  done.  The  credit  of  the  country 
had  been  raised  from  the  lowest  ebb,  and  a  larger 
sum  of  the  debt  had  been  paki  off  than  any  maa 
in  the  country  had  any  conception  of.  Here  be 
noticed  some  remarks  which  had  been  made  yes- 
terday by  a  gentleman,  who  had  said  that  the 
Secretary  had  insulted  the  House  by  his  propo^ 
tiona;  and  said,  in  his  opinion,  such  reflections 
were  not  merited  by  an  officer  who  had  done  so 
much  for  his  country.  He  defended  the  irre- 
deemable principle,  and  showed  the  advantages 
which  the  country  derived  from  it  He  further 
remarked,  that  the  Government  was  not  precluded 
from  exerting  its  faculties  in  discharging  the  debt 
to  as  great  a  degree  as  any  peraon  had  proposed, 
or  as  iMd  been  considered  prudent;  and  while  tiie 
United  States  are  thus  circumstanoed,  the  douceur 
to  the  creditora,  in  the  principle  now  opposed,  is 
in  fact  no  possible  disadvantage  to  the  Govern- 
ment 

Mr.  Mebceb  said  the  funding  system  was  not 
understood  by  the  country  at  Urge,  and  he  was 
not  surprised  when  he  found  it  was  not  under- 
stood in  this  House.  He  was  glad,  therefore,  to 
hear  observations  thrown  out,  which  served  more 
fully  to  develop  this  system.  The  irredeemable 
quality  he  was  astonished  to  hear  advocated  by 
any  gentleman  in  this  House;  for  sure  he  was 
that  no  measure  of  the  Government  was  more 
odious  elsewhere,  or  more  universally  execrated. 
He  adverted  to  some  of  the  financial  operations 
of  the  British  Grovemment,  and  drew  a  compari- 
son which  placed  the  funding  system  of  this  conn- 
try  in  a  lesa  eligible  point  of  view  than  that  of 
Great  Britain.  He  said  that  by  an  easy  process 
it  could  be  made  to  appear  that  one-half,  or  at 
least  one-third,  of  the  six  per  cents  might  have 
been  paid  off,  viz:  by  borrowing  at  three  or  four 
per  cent.  This  u  the  mode  which  the  British 
minister  adopted.    He  showed,  from  certain  stale- 
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ments,  that  this  inedeemable  oiulity  operated  to  the 
injory  of  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cents  of  the 
United  StatesL  The  British  three  per  cents  were  at 
100  per  cent  for  a  number  of  years  together.  He 
denied  that  the  loans  which  had  been  made  by  the 
old  QoTemment  were  on  the  irredeemable  prin- 
ciple. He  said  the  terms  were  in  fiiror  of  the  bor- 
rower on  exactly  similar  principles  with  the 
eootracts  in  common  life.  He  introduced  some 
obserrations  of  those  who  had  written  on  the  sab- 
jeet  of  finance.  He  said  Uiat  l\inding  systems  had 
QDiforaily  operated  to  the  destniction  of  the  oom- 
moD  people ;  the  4>rinciple  has  raised  a  splendid 
Boperstnictare  on  no  foundation  whatever.  He 
contrasted  the  situation  of  the  modern  with  the 
indent  Dutch  Republic.  He  stated  the  enyiable 
ntuation  of  the  Swiss  Cantons ;  this,  he  said,  was 
an  ealogium  on  the  steady  produce  of  labor  and 
industry. 

Mr.  Gerrt  stated  his  ideas  on  the  irredeemable 
principle.  He  defended  it  on  the  grounds  of  justice 
lod  policy.  He  then  adverted  to  the  operation  of 
the  fanding  flrrstem.  It  had  changed  the  whole 
free  of  our  a&irs-:-had  transformed  us  from  the 
TiSBils  of  forei^pi  creditors  to  freemen — had  revived 
the  trade,  agriculture,  and  manufiictures  of  the 
country,  and  placed  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
on  an  equality  with  that  of  the  most  flourishing 
European  Qovemments,  and  in  a  situation  much 
niperior  to  some  of  them. 

Mr.  HsisTsa,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  opposed 
the  irredeemable  principle,  and  the  funding  system 
in  general 

Kr.  FniDLiT  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  irre- 
deemable quality ;  he  doubted  whether  it  was  not 
§iing  beyood  what  is  allowed  by  the  Constitution, 
e  had  heard  it  often  said,  that  principle  was  in- 
fiised  into  the  system  on  Uie  idea  of  its  being  an 
equivalent  for  a  reduction  of  the  interest;  this 
idea  seems  to  be  assumed  by  gentlemen,  but  he 
had  not  heard  any  of  them  adduce  any  reason  in- 
rapport  of  it.  He  did  not  think  it  in  any  degree  an 
equivalent,  nor  did  he  think  the  creditors  con- 
sidered it  in  any  such  light  He  was  not  unao- 
quabted  with  manv  of  the  public  creditors ;  they 
did  not  consider  this  as  an  equivalent ;  the  debt- 
ors, in  this  case,  assumed  the  office  of  Judges,  and 
they  only  considered  what  was  an  equivalent 
He  admitted  that  the  debt  was  above  par;  but 
common  interest  had  not  declined ;  it  was  in  (act 
higher  than  at  any  period  during  the  war ;  this, 
he  said,  showed  that  the  irredeemable  quality  was 
not  an  equivalent  Hence,  he  inferred  the  credit 
or  the  country  was  not  supported  by  the  funding 
sjstem;  the  present  credit  of  the  country  is  a 
nominal  and  destructive  credit;  therefore,  he  in- 
sisted that,  admitting  the  residue  of  the  creditors 
to  loan  on  this  principle,  will  not  be  ffiving  them 
an  equivident  He  considered  the  funding  system, 
from  the  first,  as  tending  to  the  interest,  not  of  the 
citizens,  but  of  foreigners ;  it  has  given  rise  to  one 
bubble  after  another,  which  have  deluded  our  citi- 
zens to  thehr  destruction.  He  denied  that  it  had  in- 
creased the  specie,  or  circulating  medium,  or  raised 
the  value  of  the  lands,  or  promoted  the  manufiic- 
tures or  industry  of  the  country.    The  reverse  of  all 


this,  he  said,  were  fhcts;  credit  between  man  and 
man  is  lessened ;  extravagance  and  immorality  have 
spread  their  banefhl  influence.  He  then  adverted 
to  the  system  generally,  and  reprobated  it  as  a  de- 
parture fix>m  tne  original  contract — that  contract 
which  was  most  solemnly  guaranteed  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 

What  is  the  obligation  of  the  Government  in 
respect  to  the  residue  of  the  debt  ?  He  conceived 
that  the  present  Con^ss  was  perfectly  clear  to 
act  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  original  conr 
tract,  as  much  so  as  the  first  Congress.  In  pro- 
viding for  the  residue,  he  said  the  Qovemment 
was  bound  to  provide  for  it.  by  a  provision  to  pay 
SIX  per  cent,  out  not  to  pay  interest  on  interest 
Here  he  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  policy 
of  funding  the  facilities.  This  he  reprobated,  as 
unnecessarilv  increasing  the  public  debt;  and  he 
could  conceive  of  no  other  reason  but  that  of  in- 
creasing the  debt  which  gave  rise  to  this  measure 
— a  measure  which  ought  not  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed, and  ought  to  have  been  prevented  by  the  States 
doing  their  duty.  He  denied  the  right  of  one  Con- 
gress to  say  that  another  shall  not  provide  for  pay- 
ing off  the  whole  of  the  debt,  or  of  any  part  of  it; 
for  this  reason  he  considered  it  unconstitutional, 
and  should  vote  against  the  irredeemable  quality. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
alter  the  funding  system  in  regard  to  this  prin- 
ciple, and  that  Siey  would  do  it  whenever  they 
thought  proper. 

The  question  being  put  on  Kr.'  Giles's  motion,  it 
was  negatived^82  to  26. 

And  then  the  House  M^oumed* 


Fbdat,  March  SOi 

Kr.  PASKca,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, accompanying  returns  of  the  amount  of  duties 
arising  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  one  vear  ending 
t^e  80th  September  kst,  and  a  return  of  exports  for 
ih»  same  period,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
UThe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Report  of  the 
Coounittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitions  of  the 
Ifinister  and  Trustees  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in 
Rheknd  township,  Chester  county,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania;  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Calvinist 
church  in  Vincent  township,  in  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid ;  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the  (Grammar  School 
and_ Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Del»> 
ware:  Whereupon, 

That  part  of  the  said  report,  in  the  words  Mow- 
ing, was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  vis : 

**  That  the  sum  of be  allowed  for  the  use  of 

the  Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  that  prorision  by  Uw  be 
made  for  that  purpose." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pursu- 
ant thereto,  and  that  Mr.  YnnNO,  Mr.  Mbbcsr,  and 
Mr.  Ashe,  do  prepare  and  brin^  in  the  same. 

A  message  ftom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 


499 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


500 


H.  OF  B,] 


The  FubUc  Jkbt. 


[Mabcb,  1792. 


fence,  by  establishing  an  unifonn  Militk  through- 
out the  United  Stat^"  with  several  amendmeots ; 
to  which  thej  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

THE  PUBLIO  DEBT. 

« 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Public 
Debt 

The  following  resolution  of  Mr.  FrrzsiMoifa,  being 
under  consideration,  viz : 

**  Ee$olved,  That  the  tenn  for  receiviog  on  loan  that 
part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States  which  yet 
remi^ins  unsubscribei^  he  extended  to  the  first  day  of 
■  nex^  00  the  same  terms  as  was  provided  by  the 

Act  making  provision  for  the  Public  Debt  of  the  United 
States." 

.  Ifn  Mehceb  rose  and  offered  a  proposition  to  the 
'  Committee  to  the  following  effect :  That  the  unsub- 
scribed debt  of  the  United  States  ahould  be  admitted 
to  subscription  on  the  following  principles:  "  That 
^ubficribers  should  be  entitled  to  stock  of  the  United 
States  for  their  principal  debt,  bearing  an  interest 
quarterly  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum, 
and,  for  the  interest  due  thereon  to  the  time  of  suh- 
scription,  stock  bearing  an  interest  payable  quar- 
terly at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent  per  annum,  until 
redeemed ;"  which  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Parkkb* 
Mr.  Mehckb  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  of  Pennsylvania  now 
before  the  Committee,  and  to  which  this  was  offered 
as  an  amendment,  ii^volved  two  questions,  whtoh, 
however  united  in  form  and  blended  in  discussion, 
certainly  required,  by  the  just  order  of  deliberation, 
a  separate  vote. 

The  first  question  was.  Whether  we  should  now 
propose  a  subscription  on  loan  of  the  unsubscribed 
debt  of  the  United  States?  And  then  the  second 
would  be,  Whether  we  should  pursue  principles 
originating  in  speculative  theory,  and  an  experi- 
ment abandoned  equaUy  by  bdd  projectors  and 
^lind  admirers  ?  such  ia  those  of  the  present  Fund* 
ingSystem. 

The  House  was  now  free  to  act  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States.  The  holders  had  not  come  in 
by  the  time  limited  in  the  first  proposal  for  subscrip- 
tu)n«  Thev  remained  now  creditors  of  the  United 
States  on  the  terms  of  the  original  contract,  and  if 
the  United  States  proposed  a  new  contract,  they 
were  at  liberty  to  o^r  such  as  a  full  consideration 
of  the  subject  and  the  benefits  of  experience  now 
recommended. 

The  chief  merit  or  demerit  of  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  Comodttee  rested  on  the  lading  features 
of  the  old  system.  ,  The  funding  a  debt  or  transfer- 
ring by  way  of  mortgagoi  to  a^iarticular  class  of  per- 
800%  whether  atiaeoa  or  foreigners,  the  public  re- 
sources, was,  in  its  simplest  form,  a  momentous 
measure ;  but,  when  complicated  by  principles  un- 
alterable and  urevocable  by  ourselves  or  posterity, 
it  assumed  an  awful  aspect 

Such  principles  had  hitherto  been  adopted  in  a 
great  measure  without  inquiry,  and  swallowed  with- 
out hesitation,  but  they  mcluded  all  that  was  dear 
to  society.    They  should  be  now  developed,  and  the 


American  mind  thoroughly  informed  on  the  prani- 
nent  features  at  least — tM  irredemnable  fyMif^ 
and  the  dtferred  Uoek. 

Called  upon  to  act,  a  mind  in  which  nature  had 
impUnted  the  seeds  of  justice,  would  first  well    ' 
examine  the  rights  and  then  cautioasly  consider  the 
policy. 

That  Congress  have  the  right  at  all  of  raortg^ 
ing  the  revenues  of  the  Union,  or  laying  a  tax  izre- 
pealable  or  unalterable  by  a  future  Congress,  is  at 
least  questionable.  In  speaking  of  a  right,  I  mean 
what  can  or  cannot  be  righifuUy  done.  I  exclude 
all  idea  of  force,  violence,  or  broush  of  public  £utfa. 
On  a  question  of  right|  these  considerations  are 
withdrawn,  s  If  they  can  rigfatfolly  do  it,  they  right- 
fully bind  a  next  Congress ;  who  cannot,  if  they 
ought  not,  either  alter  or  annul  the  obligation.  Bat 
if  this  right  does  exists  it  does  not  extend  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  principles  of  this  resolution.  That 
a  deferred  stock  and  an  iiredeemacble  quality  are 
in  viohition  of  natural  right,  and  of  the  Constitatioa 
of  the  United  States,  can,  I  think,  be  easBy  demon- 
strated. 

Our  natural  reason,  independent  of  the  written 
Constitution,  will  tell  us,  that  a  Lq;idaliT«  Body, 
deriving  authority  from  the -same  source^  and  un- 
der the  same  grant,  must  continue  equal  in  power 
through  every  period  of  its  existence;  Diflforeol 
sessions  have  «qi]al  rightsL  If  a  preoeding  session 
could  make  laws  which  a  subsequent  session  ooald 
not  repeal,  the  Legislative  power  would  be  gradu- 
ally abridged  by  tiie  exercise,  and  eventually  an- 
nihilated. The  power  of  repeal  is  the  renewing 
principle  essentiil  to  its  existence ;  and,  althoogh 
the  mutebility  of  human  affairs  may  not  require, 
and  convenience  may  have  su^gestad  the  rule  that 
it  should  not  be  exercised  durmg  the  same  sesaon, 
yet  this  rule  does  not  destroy  the  right :  it  still  is 
frequently  and  always  will  be  exercbed  whenever 
occasioQ  shall  require  it  But  this  right  of  repeal 
has  jiever  been  doubted  as  applying  to  a  subsequent 
session,  except  in  the  smguiar  case  of  mortgaging 
revenues  or  laying  an  irrepeahible  tax.  As  tUa  is 
the  most  important  of  all  Legisladve  powers,  and 
that  which  in  lact  includes  all  others,  it  demands 
serioua  attention.  The  existence  of  a  nation  de- 
pends on  the  possession  of  resonroea  These  have 
their  natural  limits,  beyond  which  they  cannot  be 
extended.  A  Leg^tive  power  of  anticipating 
the  public  resources,  or  transfeiring  the  revenue, 
has  no  limits  defined  or  prescribed  until  it  arrives 
at  the  physical  inability  to  raise  more  supply. 
They  who  anticipate  are  the  judges  of  the  exigen- 
cies.of  the  SUtes^  and  the  extent  of  the  frmds  re- 
quired. But  as  exigencies  will  happen  hereafter 
as  well  as  now,  i^^d  as  Government  will  always 
have  the  natural  right  of  subsisting  itsel(  and  pro- 
viding for  fhture  exigendes,  as  they  arrive,  they 
will  find  the  necessity,  and  vrith  it  the  natural  right 
of  reversing  the  system  ultimately,  and  of  repeal- 
ing the  mortgages  already  made,  to  the  extent  that 
the  necessity,  in  their  judgment,  may  require.  He 
ri^t  existing  to  undo  what  was  done,  decides  this 
question,  that  nothing  can  have  been  rightfully 
done  by  the  preceding  Legislature,  which  the  suc- 
ceeding Legislature  cannot  as  rightfiilly  undo.    A 
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power  then  of  mortgagi|ig  the  public  revenue  or 
hying  an  irrepealable  tax,  being  repugnant  to  natu- 
ral reason,  will,  I  trust,  not  be  found  in  the  letter 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
appear  utterljr  inconsistent  with  its  spirit 

Qenerally  spewing,  the  Legislative  power  is  con« 
ferred  on  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  each 
succeeding  session  being  equal  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  with  the  preceding,  must  derive 
equal  rights  from  a  grant  confined  and  limited  to 
no  particular  session.  And  in  no  particular  part  of 
the  Constitution  is  any  such  power  expressed  or 
implied.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  laying  taxes : 
because  this  ia  laying  taxes  without  repeal,  and 
there  is  no  such  additional  dause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  power  of  laying  taxes  is  granted  in  the 
same  manner  as  all  the  other  specified  powers.  If 
they  can  exercise  this  rightfully  without  a  power  of 
repeal  or  modification,  they  may  exercise  all  the 
powers  in  the  same  manner — they  are  all  given  in 
the  same  terms :  this  will  not,  I  suppose,  be  con- 
tended for. 

Is  such  a  power  included  in  the  power  of  pay- 
ing the  debts  of  the  United  States  ?  I  apprehend 
not  If  Congress  had  the  money,  they  might  pay 
the  debts,  no  doubt ;  but  if  they  have  not,  and  are 
obliged  to  resort  to  taxes  to  raise  the  money — ^as  it 
is  physically  impossible  to  raise  by  their  authority 
all  the  money,  without  interfering  with  the  rights 
of  a  future  Congress — ^all  that  is  incumbent  on  them 
to  do,  is  to  raise  as  much  as  they  can,  and  then  the 
unperformed  obligation  descending  upon  the  suc- 
ceeding Legislature  with  equal  force,  constitutes  the 
true  and  only  real  principles  of  public  credit  in  a 
free  Government;  for,  no  theory  will  admit  the 
position,  nor  will  practice  support  the  idea,  that 
the  principles  of  morality  and  the  force  of  public 
&ith  will  be  confined  to  one  session.  Reason  and 
experience  show  it,  that  these  principles  will  aid 
a  future  Legislature  as  well  as  ourselves;  they 
t^en  will  do  as  we  have  done,  contrive  to  pay  as 
much  as  they  can.  On  this  credit — a  credit  founded 
on  the  terms  of  the  Constitution — the  United  States 
are  empowered  to  borrow  money;  the  Constitu- 
tion is  admitted  as  of  notoriety ;  well  understood 
hy  the  money  lenders.  The  same  power  was  given 
to  the  old  Congress,  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States;  they  confessedly  had  no 
power  of  mortgaging  the  resources  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  laying  an  irrepealable  tax,  for  they  no- 
toriously had  no  power  of  Uying  a  tax  at  all.  Tet 
thej  borrowed  money  abroad,  before  we  could  be 
considered  as  a  nation,  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  that 
shook  the  credit  of  an  old  established  and  opulent 
adversarv ;  and  they  sustained  a  credit  at  nome, 
which,  however  productive  of  individual  losses, 
carried  us  triumphantly  through  a  contest  that 
cost  our  enemies  one  hundred  and  ten  millions 
sterling. 

It  may  be  said,  they  contracted  a  debt  that  we 
are  now  called  on  to  pay.  Admitted,  and  that  it 
is  a  sacred  debt ;  but  the  original  holders,  who  have 
certainly  as  much  claim  as  anv  subsequent  pur- 
chasers, trusted  to  the  old  Constitution  without  this 
power,  and  the  sixth  article  of  the  new  Constitu- 
tion places  this  debt  precisely  on  the  same  foot- 


ing as  it  was  before,  so  that  there  can  be  no  such 
claim  on  the  original  contract 

But  it  may  be  further  said,  that  they  have  made 
a  new  contract,  since  the  adoption  and  on  the  faith 
of  the  new  Government  Then  let  them  show 
under  what  part  of  that  Constitution,  either  in 
letter  or  spirit,  they  can  expect  this  mortgage,  this 
irrepealable  tax,  in  their  favor. 

Having  thus  examined  the  letter,  let  us  advert 
to  the  spirit 

.  Eveiy  free  Constitution  made  for  the  use  of 
man,  infers  that  the  various  necessities  and  unfore- 
seen events  which  characterize  human  affairs  for- 
bid the  irrepealable  quality  of  laws.  By  our  Con- 
stitution, and  that  of  every  Government  that  really 
contemplates  the  rights  of  freemen,  the  grant  and 
distribution  of  taxes,  or  the  public  contributions,  ki 
confined  to  the  Representatives  of  the  people. 
When  I  speak  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peor 

Sle,  I  do  not  speak  according  to  the  new  fashioned 
octrines  of  the  day,  that  the  Executive  and  S«^ 
nate  are  Representatives  of  the  people ;  they  only 
represent  the  people  in  my  idea,  whom  the  people 
themselves  deputise  to  represent  them.  If  persons 
elected  by  the  people  elect  others,  they  are  not  the 
Representatives  of  the  people ;  they  may  be  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
which  is  a  very  different  thing  in  form  and  effect 
The  power  of  laying  taxes,  the  burden  of  which 
must  fall  on  the  ereat  mass  of  the  industrious  poor, 
who  feel  every  deduction  from  the  fruits  of  their 
labor  as  a  diminution  of  the  sources  of  life,  should 
rest  with  those  immediate  Representatives,  over 
whom  these  persons  have  a  constant  control,  to 
whom  they  are  responsible,  and  whom  they  may 
frequently  remove.  But  if  one  weak  or  corrupt 
set  of  I^epresentatives,  could,  by  an  imprudent  or 
wicked  act,  transfer  all  the  attainable  resources  of 
society  in  such  a  manner  that  a  future  set  of  Re- 
presentatives could  have  no  power  over  them  withr 
out  the  concurrence  of  the  Executive  and  Senate^ 
then  all  this  prindple  of  the  C-onstitijitioD  is  utterly 
evaded. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  exigencies  of  State  will 
arise — wars  mav  happen,  when  it  will  not  bo  poa^ 
sible  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies  within  the 
year.  What  is  to  be  inferred  from  this?  Only 
that  we  must  anticipate,  not  borrow.  This  power 
is  certainly  given  to  the  new  Government,  and  was 
to  the  old  it  is  not  denied;  but  it  has  bneen  explained. 
Is  it  intended  that  we  cannot  borrow  without  pledg- 
ing particular  resources  or  laying  irrepealable  taxes  ? 
Surely  no;  because  we  have  certainly  borrowed 
without,  still  do  it,  and  all  nations  do  it ;  and  un- 
less this  can  be  proved,  no  right  can  be  inferred  ; 
for  a  right  not  expressly  given,  is  only  to  be  inferred 
from  necessityl  If  it  should  be  said  that  we  can- 
not borrow  on  such  eood  terms,  this  quits  the 
ground  of  right,  and  dwindles  into  a  question  of 
expediency  and  convenience,  on  which  I  shall  ob-* 
serve ;  but,  for  the  present,  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  exigencies  and  wars  may  happen  hereafter,  and 
at  all  times  as  well  as  now,  and  at  any  other  time : 
and  on  these  principles,  wUl  be  found  as  sound  ar- 
guments for  the  right  of  repeal  and  revocation  as 
of  anticipation. 


508 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


504 


H.  or  R.] 


The  Pubh'e  Debt. 


[ILlbch,  179S. 


Funding  Systems  and  anticipations  have  endeared 
poblic  debta  to  all  Administrations,  because  they  get 
into  their  hands  and  disposition  (and  make  them  ac- 
count when  jou  can)  all  the  attainable  resources  of 
society,  without  the  necessity  of  frequently  apply- 
ing to  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  who  have 
usually  accompanied  their  supplies  to  Government 
with  an  inquiiy  into  its  errors,  and  a  rectification 
of  its  abuses,  which  are  sometimes  very  inconveni- 
ent things  to  administrations. 

The  right  has,  I  believe,  ever  been  defended  on 
this  principle :  it  has  been  urged  that  a  nation  is  a 
body  politic  and  corporate,  and  never  dies;  and 
has,  therefore,  a  right  to  contract,  and  bind  itself 
by  its  contracts.  The  principle,  although  not 
founded  in  analogy,  may  be  true  in  a  degree,  and 
merits  examination.  Society,  by  law,  may  dispose 
of  wealth  to  individuals  upon  specified  terms,  and 
create  fictitious  personages  and  powers  with  speci- 
fied rights.  This  is  a  modification  of  the  creature 
of  society,  by  the  creative  hand  of  the  Constitution  ; 
but  we  should  be  unsupported  by  any  principle,  if 
we  were  to  apply  these  qualities  to  the  Constitution, 
which  is  the  creator ;  and  which  acknowledges  no 
superior  but  God,  the  natural  law  which  he  im- 
printed in  the  mind  of  man,  and  the  power  of  the 
people  who  made  it,  and  by  express  compact,  defined 
its  qualities,  powers  and  attributes ;  from  neither  of 
which  sources,  can  we  derive  the  qualities  thus  con- 
tended for ;  but  even  to  admit  the  analogy,  every 
society,  I  believe,  that  has  created  this  le^  fiction 
of  a  corporate  body,  have  found,  by  experience, 
that  the  usuihictuaries  are  so  unmindful  of  those 
that  are  to  come  after  them,  that  they  have  gene- 
rally, if  not  universally,  limited  their  alienations 
and  mortgages  of  their  revenues  to  the  space  of 
twenty-one  years ;  after  which,  the  obligation  of  the 
contract  ceases. 

In  fine,  should  we  admit,  which  is  really  a  ques- 
tionable point,  that  a  minority  of  society,  or  the 
present  generation  of  adult  age,  (capable  of  con- 
tracting) could  b^  themselves,  personally,  or  by 
their  Representatives,  constitutionally,  bind  them- 
selves by  contract  and  mortgage  their  industry,  so 
that  a  future  assemblage  of  the  same  persons,  or 
their  Representatives,  could  not  rightfully  avoid 
the  obligation,  but  would  remain  bound ;  yet,  as  it 
Is  a  slender  and  equivocal  right,  it  should  at  least 
be  exercised  with  some  rega^  to  decency  and  re- 
spect to  such  future  assemblage. 

For  a  Government,  at  its  commencement,  to  con- 
tract debts  greatly  beyond  its  immediate  resources, 
to  dispose  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  attainable  re- 
venue in  a  manner  to  create,  by  assuming  debts 
firom  Governments  who  were  sinking  them  &st, 
and  were  altogether  opposed  to  such  assumption, 
and  thus  opening  a  door  for  the  revival  of  liqui- 
dated claims,  and  make  it  the  interest  of  States  to 
make  out  as  large  a  debt  as  possible,  to  get  a  great- 
er share  of  the  general  plunder,  is  certainly  cover- 
ing the  weakness  of  the  right  by  the  boldness  of 
the  exercise.  And  then  to  say  to  the  such  future 
assemblage,  "  that  they  shall  not  pay  when  they 
are  able,*'  is  subjecting  them  to  conditions  that 
none  but  a  lunatic  in  private  life  would  submit 
to,  and  this  in  a  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution, 


which  gives  to  Congress  the  express  power  of 
paying  the  debts  of  Die  United  Statee,  Can  this 
power  of  Congress  be  abridged  or  destroyed  by  any 
contract  with  a  creditor  ?  Such  a  principle  coald 
never  bind ;  it  would  not  be  upheld  in  a  private 
case;  it  was  arbitrary  in  adoption,  shameful  in 
continuance,  and  would  be  criminal,  perluips,  in 
imitation. 

•  But,  should  we  admit  that  a  majority  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  may  so  bind  themselves  and  mort- 
gage their  own  industry,  yet,  the  extent  of  this 
power  is  to  be  defined.  The  grand  and  important 
question  yet  remains  to  be  discussed— «  questioa 
that  never  has  been,  and  perhaps  never  will  Ins,  fiurlj 
met — Can  they  sell  or  mortgage  the  labor  and  in- 
dustry of  another  generation— of  posterity  t  Are 
they  the  judges  of  the  extent  and  conditions  ?  That 
they  cannot,  and  are  not,  is  as  demonstrable  as  any 
proposition  in  Euclid. 

The  God  of  Nature  has  given  the  earth  to  the 
living.  That  He  will  make  our  children  and  oar 
children's  children  as  free  as  He  made  us,  is  what 
no  parent,  I  trust,  will  deny.  Under  the  Divine 
impression,  the  voice  of  United  America  has  de- 
clared that  we  cannot  deprive  posterity  of  their 
natural  rights,  which,  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, must  continue  the  same  as  we  came  into  the 
world  with ;  we  have  a  right  to  the  firuits  of  our 
own  industry — they  to  theirs. 

The  infinngements  of  this  sacred  law,  I  believe, 
more  often  arise  from  a  want  of  accuracy  and  pre- 
cision of  reflection,  than  a  desertion  of  moral  prin- 
ciple. 

Were  all  men  bom  on  one  day,  and  died  on  in- 
other,  the  separate  rights  of  posterity  would  then 
be  as  distinctly  visible  as  the  line  that  would  divide 
the  one  generation  from  another;  but,  although 
the  human  race  flows  like  a  constant  stream,  in  in 
uninterrupted  course  of  renewal  and  decay,  the 
rights  of  the  separate  parts  are  the  same  in  reality 
as  if  they  could  be  readily  and  easily  distinguished 
in  practice. 

That  there  is  a  period  at  which  the  majority  of 
adults  capable  of  contracting,  now  living,  will  give 
place  to  a  majority  of  adults  equally  capable,  of  the 
succeeding  generation,  is  as  certain  as  the  grett 
principle  of  mortality  itself.  This  period  may  be 
ascertained  with  sufficient  precision  for  evexy 
practical  purpose,  by  the  recorded  bills  of  mor- 
tality; they  are  admitted  in  municipal  legis- 
lation, and  constitute  its  leading  and  distinguish- 
ing traits.  By  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Buffi>n,  it 
does  not  extend  beyond  nineteen  years;  but,  to 
give  the  present  the  ultimatum  of  their  preten- 
sions over  the  future,  would  not  carry  it  beyond 
twenty  years — the  period  limited  by  the  English 
law;  after  which,  even  a  private  debt  ceases  to 
exist 

And  surely  these  bounds,  which  nature  has  es- 
tablished, afforded  ample  scope  for  any  reasonable 
anticipations.  Can  we  figure  any  exigencies  of 
State  that  ought  or  can  require,  fiom  their  termi- 
nation, an  anticipation  of  the  resources  of  Govern- 
ment for  a  greater  length  than  twenty  years  f  or, 
that  a  mortgage  of  the  labor  of  society  should  be 
sold  by  any  contract  irrepealable  for  a  greater 
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term?  Go  bejrond  this,  and  you  seize  on  the 
rights  of  postenty;  pass  this  bound — there  is  none 
o£er  that  nature  or  reason  can  assign — the  great 
mass  of  the  industry  and  labor  of  all  future  gene- 
rations becomes  then  vours  to  the  extent,  waa  on 
what  conditions,  you  please  to  prescribe ;  no  other 
line  can  be  drawn. 

Such  a  principle  is  against  the  laws  of  Ood  and 
man;  it  ioverts  the  whole  order  of  society;  it 
sweeps  away,  in  a  torrent,  every  check  and  safe- 
guara  of  Qovemment,  and  arms  any  Despot,  any 
Administration,  with  means  not  sanctioned  by 
nature,  to  bind  in  chains  their  fellow-men. 

lu  the  first  place,  it  destroys  that  great  principle 
which  alone  was  the  cause  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain;  which  oost  us  the  blood  of  our  heroic 
countrymen,  and  which  involved  us  in  the  debt 
That  taxation  and  representation  should  go  hand 
in  hand.  We  have  no  one  qualitj^r  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  posterity — ^not  elected  by  them,  and 
not  responsible  to  them.  It  establishes  a  princi- 
ple that  those  are  to  spend  who  are  to  pay.  This 
lets  loose  extravagance,  in  defiance  of  justice,  from 
its  only  natural  restraints.  Posterity,  whom  we 
injure,  has  no  power  over  us ;  we  are  not  respon- 
sible to  them;  the  order  of  nature  renders  the 
grave  an  asylum  from  their  vengeance.  It  de- 
stroys one  great  check  of  free  legislation — ^that  the 
legislator  should  feel,  in  his  own  property,  the  bur- 
den of  the  tax  he  lavs,  and  the  contract  he  makes 
for  society.  It  avoids  that  still  greater  check,  that 
the  constituents  should  feel  the  burdens  their  Re- 
uresentatives  impose.  The  jpeople  nev^r  act  but 
m>m  feelings :  so  long,  therefore,  as  their  deputies 
contract  for  and  at  the  expense  of  posterity,  they 
act  in  perfect  safety.  If  thev  have  a  right  to  sa^ 
they  will  only  pay  part  of  tne  debt,  they  may  di- 
minish that  part  at  pleasure,  and  finally  the^  may 
ay  they  will  pay  no  nart ;  and  this,  which,  in  the- 
ory, would  be  considered  as  an  argument  from 
hyperbole,  is  precisely,  in  practice,  the  very  princi- 
ple we  have  adopted  with  respect  to  the  deferred 
stock :  and  that  not  sparingly,  as  it  is  almost  half 
our  debt.  Let  any  man  examine  the  principles  of 
this  novelty  of  finance,  and  see  where  it  leads  to. 
Administration,  on  this  ground,  would  be  per- 
fectly safe  in  assuming  the  debt  of  Great  Britain. 
The  honor,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  of  this  bold  vio- 
lation of  natural  law  was  reserved  for  us.  The  ex- 
travagance of  veteran  corruption  in  old,  exhausted 
nations,  has  never,  that  1  have  heard,  hazarded 
this  principle.  It  appears  as  a  frontispiece  to  adorn 
the  annals  of  an  infant  Republic. 

And  who  will  impeach  ?  The  people  see  nothing. 
The  beings  whose  rights  we  thus  trample  on,  wul 
not  burst  into  existence  until  we  retire  from  the 
Exercising  such  powers  with  rapidity,  and 


scene. 


to  the  extent  already  effected — any  Administra- 
tion might  become  roasters  of  a  mass  of  corrup- 
tion ;  and  constant,  attracting  hardly  observation, 
go  on  to  bribe  the  present  with  the  means  of  fu- 
ture generations,  to  do  any  thing  that  gold  can 
tempt  the  weak,  the  wicked,  and  the  necessitous  to 
do.  All  Constitutions,  all  forms  of  Government, 
disappear  before  such  a  system  of  finance. 
And  what  is  the  defence  that  ingenious  and  in- 


terested sophistry  has  yet  invented?  That  aa 
posterity  are  to  partake  of  the  benefit,  they  should 
nay  part  of  the  once.  We  have  gone  a  little 
further  with  our  deferred  stock :  of  that  we  pay 
nothing,  but  make  them  pay  the  whole ;  but  is  it 
not  natural  justice  that  they  who  are  to  pay  should 
have  some  nand  in  the  bargain  ?  Have  they  not 
a  natural  right  to  judge  whether  it  is  a  benefit  ? 
and  whether  it  is  woru  the  money  P  Does  any 
man  suppose,  that  a  Government  that  admita  suca 
principles  will  be  really  a  benefit  to  posterity,  or 
so  considered  by  them  ? 

The  case  has,  indeed,  been  likened  to  that  of  an 
individual  in  society,  who  leaves  an  estate  to  an 
heir,  burdened  with' debts ;  but  it  can  bear  no  an- 
alogy. Society  may  say  to  an  individual,  by  its 
laws,  that  we  will  prevent  the  intrusion  of  any 
other  occupant  into  me  property  you  hold,  provid- 
ed ^ou  leave  it  to  ^onr  son,  or  to  your  creditor. 
This  property  the  individual  had  no  right  to  but 
by  law  :  it  is  a  right  which  society  has  secured  to 
him,  to  the  labor  of  others,  which^  by  nature,  he 
could  not  pretend  to.  But  different  genei*ations  of 
men  bear  no  relation  to  each  other  but  by  the  na- 
tural law  and  the  terms  of  the  constitution  they 
adopt,  and  even  this  last  is  limited  by  the  former. 
But  in  what  society  upon  earth  has  a  contract  of 
an  individual  ever  been  upheld,  by  the  municipal 
tribunals,  by  which  a  parent  has  burdened  pro- 
perty with  a  debt  bearing  no  immediate  interest, 
but  to  be  paid  by  posterity,  or  by  a  contract  pro- 
hibiting his  posterity  from  paying  it  off  when  tney 
are  able.  I  must  doubt  whether  any  courts  would 
countenance  such  principles. 

If  one  generation  has  a  right  to. sell  the  produce 
of  the  soil  for  any  extent  of  years,  the  next  gene- 
ration must  quit  it.  If  a  nation  was  to  borrow  of 
foreigners  to  such  extent,  which  is  not  only  possi- 
ble, but,  I  believe,  was  nearly  the  case  in  liouis  the 
XlVth's  time,  they  must  break  or  quit 

But  no  principle  has  ever  been  admitted  with 
respect  to  an  individual,  much  less  an  American 
parent,  that  he  has  a  right  to  disoNOse  of  the  labor 
of  his  child.  The  child  may  relinquish. the  pro- 
perty, and  then  he  has  his  nands  free  as  nature 
made  them,  to  labor  for  himself;  so  there  is  no 
injury  to  natural  right.  But  where  one  genera- 
tion sells  the  indust^  of  another,  they  cannot  get 
free  unless  they  go  into  voluntary  exile ;  and  even 
then,  by  some  modern  doctrine,  the  contract  will 
bind,  let  them  go  where  they  will,  whilst  they 
continue  in  the  social  bond;  they  must  disperse, 
like  the  Jews,  to  get  rid  of  it. 

The  iniquity  of  the  principle  will  be  more  clear 
and  stiiking,  when  we  contemplate  that  all  public 
revenue  or  private  income  is  a  contiibution,  me- 
diate or  immediate,  of  the  labor  of  the  industrious 
farmer  or  mechanic  If  the  rich  pay  anything, 
it  is  only  mediate — a  part  of  what  they  first  re- 
ceived from  these  classes.  They  are  the  drones 
of  society,  which,  however  essential  to  its  well- 
being,  are  fed  by  the  bees.  Mone^  is  a  repre- 
sentation of  industry — a  representation  of  that  re- 
siduum of  labor  which  the  poor  either  can  or  must 
spare  after  sustaining  life.  If  thev  only  worked  to 
maintain  themselves,  money  would  have  no  value ; 
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there  could  be  no  public  rerenue  or  private  in- 
come. It  follows,  then,  that  any  transfers  of  ]^ub- 
lie  resources  to  any  persons,  citizens  or  foreign- 
ers, is  a  transfer  of  such  a  portion  of  the  labor  of 
the  farmer  and  mechanic,  and  their  posteritr.  No 
money-lender  would  lend  one  farthing,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  labor  of  the  rich,  to  all  eternity.  It  is 
true  that  the  rich  are,  by  such  transfers,  dimi- 
nished in  their  comforts  and  conveniences,  by  with- 
drawing from  them,  and  giving  to  others,  that 
part  of  the  labor  of  the  industrious  and  productive 
classes,  which  they  before  enjoyed  under  contracts 
and  the  laws  of  society ;  but  they  are  no  objects  to 
the  money-lender.  It  is  true,  that  all  pubuc  bur- 
dens fall,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  land,  so  as  to 
diminish  its  value  and  price,  as  I  shall  observe ; 
but  then,  to  the  men  who  lend  to  Government, 
lands  have  no  value  but  from  the  hands  that  are  to 
work  it 

That  eountry  is  hapf)y  and  free,  in  proportion 
as  its  political  institutions  and  public  economy 
leaves  to  the  industrious  the  greater  portion  of  the 
fruits  of  their  industry.  On  the  contrary,  that 
country  is  wretched,  and  its  people  slaves,  what- 
ever they  may  be  called,  whose  labor  and  industry, 
by  any  mechanism  or  movement  of  society,  be- 
longs to  others.  As  this  evil  proceeds,  such  coun- 
try must  decline ;  and,  when  arrived  at  a  certain 
extent,  it  must  be  deserted. 

Contemplate  a  public  debt  as  a  mortgage  on  in- 
dustry ana  labor*,  extend  its  eflects  to  posterity; 
exempt  ourselves  from  the  burden,  and  put  it 
wholly  on  them,  on  the  principle  of  the  deferred 
stock,  and  then  say  that  they  shall  not  free  them- 
selves by  payment,  and  what  docs  it  amount  to  ? 
That  a  free  man,  born  now,  has  a  right  to  the  la- 
bor of  a  free  man  bom  twenty  or  thirty  rears 
hence ;  and  that,  because  he  will  be  then  dead  and 
gone,  and  cannot  enjoy  it,  he  may  sell  it  now  to  a 
third  person,  and  spend  the  money.  Thus  truly 
simplified,  lb  any  American  prepaixd  to  avow  the 
principle  P 

So  much  for  the  riffht.  I  now  beg  leave  to  re- 
mark with  respect  to  Uie  policy. 

From  reasons  stated,  it  would  be  readily  ima- 

fined  what  experience  has  sanctioned — that  a 
unding  System,  once  began  in  any  nation,  has 
always  increased — the  motives  that  led  them  to 
run  in  debt  act  with  double  force  to  prevent  their 
getting  out.  It  is  a  cancer  in  the  body  politic  that 
ac<^uires  strength  from  amputation ;  if  any  remedy 
exists  in  nature,  it  is  yet  to  be  discovered.  It  is 
so  pleasant  to  spend  at  other  people's  cost,  that  it 
arms  all  the  powerftil  passions  against  the  judff- 
ment.  Hence  the  rapid  accumulation  of  public 
debts  throughout  Europe — the  increase  exhibits 
the  appearance  of  the  regular  ascent  of  a  moun- 
tain, while  the  reductions  appear  like  gullies  in 
the  sides,  scarcely  discernible,  impeding  the  pro- 
gress but  for  a  moment.  Great  Britain  has  run  in 
debt  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  sterling  in  less 
than  a  century.  Had  she  originally  adopted  a 
plan  of  rendering  the  debt  irredeemable,  and  had 
not  seized  every  favorable  rise  of  credit  to  lower 
the  interest,  by  which  means  she  pays  now  three 
per  cr»nt.  for  money  borrowrd  nt  ci^ht,  no  pvptem 


of  taxation  would  have  paid  the  interest  and  snu- 

Sorted  Government  even  at  this  day ;  and  all  this 
ebt  must  have  began  in  the  memory  of  men  now 
living. 

That  this  Government  would  have  funded,  in 
less  than  five  years  frt>m  its  origin,  near  fifty  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  and  would  now  propose  to  fund 
near  twenty  millions  more — that  we  should  hare 
ransacked  the  whole  United  States  to  find  debts 
to  efiect  this,  invite  them  from  every  quarter, 
and  set  them  to  find  out,  create,  and  revive  debts 
already  sunk,  to  secure  as  large  a  share  of  the 
general  revenue  as  possible : — that  we  should  hare 
carried  the  principle  to  the  extravagant  excess  we 
have  done,  by  the  invention  of  deferred  stock, 
which  no  nation  ever  ventured  to  hazard,  all  in 
our  earliest  infancy,  must  afibrd  sublime  prospects 
of  our  progress  in  mature  age. 

Something  unexampled  must  be  done;  for,  if 
we  adopt  the  addition  now  proposed,  I  believe  we 
shall  find  ourselves  saddled  with  a  greater  funded 
debt  than  Great  Britain  herself,  comparativelj 
with  the  relative  wealth  of  the  respective  nations; 
and  I  believe  their  debts  make  even  the  boldest 
veteran  of  the  projecting  tribe  quake  with  terror. 
It  is  true,  we  may  not  feel  it  so  sensibly  in  conse- 
quence of  paying  no  immediate  interest  in  so  great 
a  proportion  as  the  deferred  stock ;  yet  it  is  a  debt 
our  cnildren  will  feel,  and  some  of  us. 

It  will  in  the  aggregate  form  a  mass  of  seTentj 
millions  of  dollara.  The  property  of  the  United 
States  is  worth  what  it  will  sell  for  at  an  ordinary 
market.  Although  it  cannot  be  precisely  ascer- 
tained what  the  amount  would  be,  we  are  still 
ftoiished  with  sufficient  data  to  form  a  tolerable 
estimate.  In  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, industry  and  economy  have  lon^  given  a 
high  relative  value  to  their  property.  That  pro- 
perty was  assessed,  soon  after  the  war  was  raisedt 
to  an  ideal  height,  to  twelve  millions  their  monev. 
From  the  fall  of  price,  I  do  not  believe  that  t£e 
whole  or  any  proportion  of  it  would  now  bring,  at 
fair  market,  the  money.  From  this  we  must  de- 
duct four  millions  for  the  nepro  property,  which 
cannot  be  included  in  a  relative  comparison  with 
other  countries,  when  the  laborers,  although  equal ir 
and  more  valuable,  are  not  considered  as  property; 
there  would  then  remain  eiffht  millions.  Maiy- 
land  is  at  least  one-twelfth  of  the  United  States ; 
she  has,  indeed,  always  been  rated  at  a  higher  pro- 
portion ;  this  would  fix  the  property  of  the  United 
States  at  two  hundred  and  sixty  milUons  of  dol- 
lars ;  the  debt,  then,  is  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  value  of  the  property. 

The  wealth  of  Great  Britain  is  estimated,  bj 
Mr.  Younff  and  Mr.  Palteney,  and  I  believe  there 
is  no  good  reason  to  question  their  authority,  at 
one  thousand  million  sterling;  they  owe  two 
hundred  and  fifty  millions,  which  is  a  rourth;  their 
debt,  then,  is  relatively  less  than  ours.  Again, 
from  their  extensive  and  lucrative  Colonial  esta- 
blishments in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  their  an- 
nual  income  is  increased  so  as  to  yield  a  net 
revenue  of  one  hundred  millions  sterkng  per  an- 
num, so  that  they  really  do  not  owe  three  years 
income.    What  our  annual  net  income  is,  I  have 


509 


HBSTOKY  OF  CONGRESS. 


510 


Mabch,  179S.] 


The  JhMe  Debt. 


[H.  or  & 


no  satisfactory  document  to  fonn  any  estimate  o^ 
but  I  fear  it  is  but  small  The  deferred  stock  may 
defer  the  extent  of  the  evil,  but  it  is  by  a  sacrifice 
of  all  principle  to  convenience. 

And  for  what  has  all  this  magic  building  been 
erected  ?  What  were  the  benefits  expected  ?•  The 
States  were  going  on  rapidly  in  extinguishing 
their  debts;  there  was  no  complaint  that  their 
certificates  were  too  low  in  1785  and  1786.  The 
Maryland  certificates  were  nearly  as  high  as  they 
are  now,  or  would  be  if  assumed.  Perhaps  some 
soand  understandings  were  led  away  by  vigor  of 
genias,  uncorrected  by  experience,  and  became 
bewildered  by  the  visionary  dreams  of  Pinto, 
Champion^  and  a  variety  of  calculators.  To  com- 
pare the  Secretary's  first  Report  on  the  Public 
Debt  with  the  last  on  the  Frontier  Defence,  fur- 
nishes at  least  the  consolation  that  a  candid  mind 
will  relinquish  error.  Had  he  adhered  to  those 
ipostles  of  political  truth,  Montesquieu  and  Smith, 
the  first  pages  of  the  first  Report  would  have  been 
stricken  out 

It  has  answered,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  but 
one  good  effect  of  tbose  predicted,  for  the  myriads 
of  evils  it  has  entailed.  It  has  enabled  many 
debtors  to  pay  off  on  better  terms.  But  the  num* 
ber  of  them  are  but  few ;  distressed  people  cannot 
keep  these  things;  they  early  get  into  otner  hands. 

As  to  its  increasing  our  capital,  that  ground  is 
now  abandoned  even  bv  bigotiy  itself.  To  mort- 
pge  an  estate  adds  nothing  to  its  value — an  estate 
is  not  doubled  by  dividing  its  profits.  So  much 
wealth  as  is  borrowed  on  property,  of  so  much  less 
value  is  the  property  to  him  that  holds,  pays  the 
interest,  and  stands  charged. 

Erery  atom  of  funded  debt  is  so  much  taken 
from  the  value  of  the  land  in  the  hand  of  the  land- 
holders, and  so  much  diminished  from  the  value 
of  labor  to  the  laborer.  Thus  one  great  blessing 
of  the  funded  debt  predicted,  the  rise  of  land,  has 
taken  a  contrary  direction ;  unless  it'is  round  some 
towns,  lands  wiU  hardly  sell  at  all.  Even  in 
England  and  the  old  countries,  where  there  is  a 
variety  of  other  wealth,  the  public  debt  has  so  far 
lessened  the  value  of  land,  that  an  estate  that 
actually  produces  £90,000  a  year,  is  in  fact  only 
estimated  at  about  £68,000  and  when  sold  the 
year*s  purchases  are  estimated  at  the  latter  sum. 

Men  that  purchase  land  are  not  so  thoughtless 
of  posterity  as  administrators  usually  are.  They 
purchase  m  a  great  measure  for  children.  They 
consider  the  incumbrances,  and  fix  their  price  ac* 
cordingly.  Although  we  pay  no  interest  on  de- 
ferred stock,  yet  it  enters  deeply  into  the  price  of 
our  land& 

There  is  another  consideration  that  is  weighty 
OD  this  subject  That  stock  in  every  country, 
particularly  in  one  situated  as  we  are,  is  ever 
varying  in  value.  Since  I  have  been  here,  in  five 
weeks,  it  has  altered  its  value  one-third.  It  can- 
not serve  them  as  a  medium  of  commerce,  for  that 
must  be  some  certain  common  standard.  To 
measure  our  commodities  by  a  standard  more 
variable  than  the  commodities  themselves,  has 
always  been  held  as  absurd.  Consequently,  I  never 
hoiT'l  of  land,  or  indeed  any  thing  else,  pold  for 


stock.  (If  the  exchange  takes  place  at  all,  it  is  first' 
by  a  sale,  and  money  is  the  medium.  It  bears, 
therefore,  such  a  proportion  to  the  money  in  cir- 
culation, and  requires  so  much,  that  it  pinches  all 
other  objects  of  sale,  land,  produce,  and  I  believe 
commerce  too.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  and  I  believe 
a  true  one,  that  if  money  is  to  be  had,  it  will  be 
had  to  game  with.  Stocks  are  so  tincertain,  that 
traffic  in  them  has  ever  been  considered  as  a  spe- 
cies of  gaming.  Their  value  is  supported  by  it 
Withdraw  the  gamesters,  and  the  whole  fabric 
vanishes.  They  are  the  leaven  that  raises  the 
bread  of  the  stockholders.  The  misfortune  is,  it 
is  so  extensive  as  to  withdraw  men  firom  the  solid 
pursuits  and  moderate  profits  of  usefbl  occupation 
into  a  vortex  of  corruption  and  vice.  This  is  a  com- 
plaint fh)m  all  quarters,  and  so  very  eeneral,  that 
I  must  believe  it  has  too  much  foundation. 

This  kind  of  gaming  has  ever  been  considered  as 
highly  pernicious  to  &e  public  morals.  If  it  is  so, 
no  benefits  (if  such  exist)  could  compensate  the 
injury.  To  a  Republic,  whose  existence  depends 
on  a  due  proportion  of  disinterested  virtue,  such  an 
over-dose  of  poison  administered  must  either  destroy 
the  patient,  or  be  tiirown  off  by  some  violent  and 
latent  power  of  the  Constitution. 

A  love  and  veneration  of  equality  is  the  vital 
principle  of  free  Qovemments.  It  dies  when  the 
general  wealth  is  thrown  into  a  few  hands.  The 
efiect  of  stocks  is  to  transfer  the  fruits  of  the  la- 
bour of  the  many,  who  are  able  to  appreciate  its 
vilue  by  the  difficulty  of  acquirement,  and  would 
convert  it  into  useful  improvement,  into  the  hands 
of  the  opulent  few,  who  exchange  them  (or  foreign 
luxuries,  and  consume  in  an  hour  the  labor  of  in- 
dustrious families  for  years.  It  prevents  a  general 
diffusion  of  wealth  by  drawing  it  to  a  centre,  and 
saps  the  foundation  of  a  Republican  Government, 
especially  in  a  large  Continent. 

In  a  young  country,  these  effects  of  individual 
opulence  are  particularly  hurtfVil.  Such  men  are 
not  only  idle  themselves,  but  they  maintain  nu- 
merous idle  dependents  and  menial  servants,  whose 
lives  are  consumed  in  ministering  to  their  Inxu* 
ries,  and  whose  services  die  the  moment  they  aro 
rendered.  Their  want  is  felt  in  an  unimproved, 
thinly  populated  country,  where  there  are  no  su- 
pernumerary hands,  differently  from  an  old  well 
settied  State,  where  there  are  more  hands  than 
employment  But  of  all  opulence,  that  of  the 
wealthy  stockholder  is  most  fittal  to  a  young 
country.  Where  a  man's  revenue  arises  from 
landed  property,  it  is  created  by  productive  labor 
employed  on  the  land,  and  the  necessaries  of  life 
are  increased  as  his  income  increases.  As  his 
wealth  depends  on  the  value  of  some  particular 
estate,  it  becomes  his  interest  to  improve  it  His 
private  advantage  becomes  the  public  prosperity. 
He  also  who  employs  his  capital  in  manufactures, 
increases  thereby  the  aggregate  of  necessary  pro- 
ductions; and  even  he  who  lends  money  on  in- 
terest to  individuals,  generally  selects  the  indus- 
trious from  motives  of  safety,  and  so  increases  the 
general  weltare. 

But  wealthy  stockholders  who  have  lent  their 
money  to  Government,  are  interested  in  no  par- 


611 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


512 


U .  or  R.] 


The  PtAHe  Debt. 


[IfABCB,  1792. 


ticaUr  spot  of  land  or  numu&ctore.  Thej  im- 
prove nothing,  but  take  something  from  all.  They 
are  citizens  of  the  world ;  oilener  foreigners  than 
natives;  attached  to  no  country.  At  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  danger,  they  sell  out,  and  sink  your 
credit  at  the  moment  it  becomes  essential.  As 
Tour  distresses  increase,  they  fly  you.  When  the 
impending  doud  of  misfortune  casts  its  gloom  be- 
yond you,  these  sunshine  friends  disappear  in  a 
moment 

So  far  as  foreigners  are  proprietors  in  our  funds, 
the  inquiry  into  the  operation  is  truly  interesting 
to  the  independence  and  prosperity  of  the  com- 
munity. In  peace  you  are  tributary,  in  war  you 
are  at  their  mercy.  Great  Britain  and  Holland, 
allied  as  they  are  with  their  interest  in  our  funds, 
present  an  olject  that  must  be  viewed  with  con- 
cern. How  fke  our  pecuniary  interest  is  benefited 
is  also  truly  consequential.  I  have  been,  some 
time  ago,  told  that  they  possessed  eleven  millions 
of  the  thirty-one,  and  from  the  proportion  of  pur- 
chase made  since,  it  was  supposed  they  owned  at 
least  one-half.  A  great  deal  of  money  ought  to 
have  come  in  for  this.  Is  this  the  fact,  or  have 
we  taken  in  exchange  their  gewgaws  and  luxu- 
ries, and  eaten  up  the  fat  of  our  land  ?  I  fear  the 
fact  is  so.  Had  their  purchases  been  made  with 
money,  there  must  have  been  a  demand  for  money 
here,  and  exchange  would  have  fallen.  It  is  an 
invariable  tide-mark,  to  try  the  flux  and  reflux  of 
money.  It  has  almost  always  been,  I  believe, 
considerably  above  par,  except  one  year  when 
there  was  a  demand  for  produce ;  then  it  fell  at 
once  fifteen  per  cent  below  par.  Money  certainly 
came  then,  and  I  believe  one  year*s  good  price  for 
produce  of  more  real  advantage  than  any  stock 
that  could  be  devised,  or  any  price  that  could  be 
wished  for  it 

But  this  mode  of  employing  money  has  reduced 
produce  to  nothing.  It  takes  considerable  capital 
to  make  the  expensive  and  circuitous  voyages  ne- 
cessary to  vend  our  produce,  and  the  profits  can 
never  be  large;  for  the  difference  between  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  raw  materials 
in  different  countries,  will  not  bear  high  commis- 
8k>n  or  charges  of  transportation. 

Thus  I  have  considered  all  the  boasted  benefits 
of  Funding  Systems  but  one,  and  that  is  the 
strengthening  of  Government  That,  to  a  certain 
extent,  they  may  have  this  effect,  may  be  true ; 
but,  carried  beyond  it,  they  certainly  operate  in 
a  contrary  direction.  Let  the  interest  settle  chiefly 
in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  or  let  the  i^cultural 
interest,  which  in  a  young  country  must  always 
preponderate,  become  alarmed  at  its  extent,  and 
jealous  of  a  moneyed  interest  acting  in  opposition 
to  their  wishes  and  principles,  and  it  may  destroy 
a  Government  that  otherwise  might  have  secured 
the  public  happiness;  but  these  are  trifling  cir- 
cumstances. The  position  may  be  justly  reduced 
to  this :  A  good  Government  will  always  be  sup- 
ported without  these  aids  by  the  good  sense  of  a 
great  majority  of  its  members,  and  a  bad  one  ought 
not  to  be  supported  by  it  Now  the  mischief  is, 
that  these  people  support  bad  Government  more 
willingly  than  good,  because  they  are  better  paid 


for  it ;  they  can  make  better  bargains  with  them. 
There  is  a  still  further  consideration  that  will 
affect  this  country  powerfully,  and  is  peculiar  to 
it  Our  people  will  not  purchase  to  hold  at  the 
prices  stocks  have  risen  ta  Foreigners  have  the 
market  to  themselves,  and  they  must  finally  settle 
with  them ;  this  prevents  their  lending  money  to 
us  in  peace,  on  the  terms  we  obtained  when  under 
the  pressure  of  every  calamity,  and  had  no  right 
to  expect  the  establishment  of  our  independency. 
They  purchase  into  our  funds  instead  of  lending ; 
this  is  the  effect  of  the  irredeemable  quality  of  the 
stock ;  it  deprives  us  of  eveiy  benefit  of  the  rise  of 
credit,  and  gives  the  market  to  foreigners.  The 
strange  terms  on  which  it  is  constituted,  must  keep 
its  value  always  unsettled,  as  the  redemption  is 
rendered  so  contingent;  this  also  deprives  it  of 
every  usefhl  quality  as  a  medium  of  intercourse, 
and  must  keep  it  an  object  of  barter. 

What  would  be  our  operation  but  for  this  irre- 
deemable quality?  Why,  as  our  credit  rose  at 
market,  we  would  do  as  Great  Britain  has  done — 
form  new  loans  at  a  lower  interest,  and  pay  off  the 
debt  at  the  higher  interest ;  this  is  done  without  a 
sinking  fund  on  hand,  and  shows  the  folly  of  those 
that  say  we  cannot  redeem  now  as  fast  as  we  hare 
the  liberty.  In  Great  Britain,  soon  after  the  esta- 
blishment of  their  Funding  System,  they  effected 
new  loans,  and  in  1717  reduced  the  eight  and  six 
per  cents,  to  five ;  and  in  1727  they  reduced  the 
five  to  four ;  and  from  1750  to  1757,  thej  reduced 
the  four  to  three ;  which  was  equal  to  the  sinking 
half  their  debt ;  and  from  the  first  creating  of  their 
three,  to  1757,  they  averaged  at  market,  par,  that 
is,  were  equal  to  gold  and  silver.  By  these  opera- 
tions, there  was  no  injury  to  the  creditor  in  reality, 
for  he  could,  at  the  end,  sell  the  £100  that  bore 
three  per  cent  for  as  much  money  as  be  lent  Go- 
vernment at  eight  At  this  moment,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  irredeemable  quality,  we  could,  if  our 
credit  is  worth  four  per  cent  as  we  are  told,  make 
an  operation  that  would  be  equal  to  the  anking 
of  our  debt  nearly  one-half  in  value,  on  the  same 
plan  that  Great  Britain  has  pursued  so  success- 
fully. And  the  public  creditors  are  really  not  bene- 
fited by  this  irredeemable  quality;  for,  although  it 
raises  the  price  of  sixes  with  foreigners,  yet  it 
keeps  down  that  of  threes ;  which,  by  a  reduction 
such  as  I  mentioned,  and  the  liberation  of  our  cchd- 
merce  from  high  duties,  must  soon  be  on  equal 
terms  to  what  they  were  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
infancy  of  their  Funding  System,  that  is,  near  par. 

In  fine,  the  debt  is  to  be  deplored,  but  it  must  he 
paid ;  let  as  much  of  it  be  paid,  and  as  fast,  as  pos- 
sible ;  these  are  the  true  principles  of  public  credit 
Let  us  reprobate  the  idea  of  increasing  or  continu- 
ing it  when  it  can  be  avoided,  upon  the  principles 
of  any  political  enterprise.  It  seems  strange  to  be 
called  upon  to  fund  it  now,  and  provide  the  fundi 
hereafter.  It  looks  too  much  like  taking  an  undue 
advantage  of  a  future  Legislature,  and  has  a  sus- 
picious, and  low,  lurking  aspect,  when  we  know 
that  we  are  really  not  the  true  Representatives  of 
the  people.  Are  we  afraid  that  a  real  Represent- 
ation of  the  people  would  act  otherwise?  If  we 
arc,  we  ought  to  hesitate.    All  the  virtue  of  this 
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Continent  is  certainly  not  confined  to  this  session ; 
we  may  trust  that  any  sacceeding  Representative 
will  be  as  Just  and  wise  as  ourselves.  As  (hey  are 
to  find  the  means  of  paying,  let  them  agree  on  the 
terms  of  the  contract 

Mr.  Smttb,  of  New  Hampshire  said:  The  ill 
policy  of  any  assumption  of  the  State  debts  has  been 
asserted,  and,  in  my  opinion,  very  satisfactorily 
proved,  in  the  discusdoti  which  this  subject  has 
already  undergone. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  for  the  present,  that  an 
assumption,  in  some  form,  must  take  place,  I  rise 
to  offer  my  sentiments  in  fiivor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  The 
measure,  as  contemplated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  is,  as  I  have  observed,  impolitic,  as  it 
will  greatly  increase  the  public  burden,  already 
too  great,  lor  the  resources  of  which  the  United 
States,  in  this  infant  state  of  their  Government, 
can  avail  themselves ;  but  it  is  also  unequal,  and  as 
its  respects  several  of  the  States,  very  unjust,  as  it 
Saddles  them  with  the  debts  of  other  States.  Be- 
cause they  have  exerted  themselves  successfully 
in  effecting  the  extinguishment  of  the  debts  which 
tbcj  contracted  in  the  common  defence,  they  are 
now  to  be  loaded  with  the  debts  of  those  States 
which  have  made  no  such  exertions. 

If  any  gentleman  will  take  the  trouble  of  exa- 
mining the  first  assumption,  and  will  add  to  it 
what  is  proposed  now  to  be  assumed,  he  will  find 
that  the  sums  so  assumed  from  the  rei^>ective 
States  are  not  such  as  would  have  resulted  from  a 
due  apportionment  of  the  whole  sum  assumed, 
among  the  several  States  in  the  Union,  according 
to  their  respective  numbers. 

To  vindicate  an  assumption  so  unequal  and  dis- 
proportionate, gentlemen  must  prove  to  us  that 
the  payments  which  the  several  States  have  actu- 
ally made  towards  the  general  defence,  have  been 
in  exact  proportion  to  their  ability,  that  is,  accord- 
ing to  their  numbers.  They  must  satisfy  us  that 
South  Carolina,  though  she  had,  previous  to  any 
assumption,  six  millions  of  dollars  of  State  debt 
undischarged,  had  nevertheless  discharged  as  great 
a  portion  of  debt  incurred  in  the  war  as  any  other 
State  in  the  Union ;  and  that  the  reason  why  she 
had  then  so  great  a  State  debt  pressing  heavy  upon 
her,  was  not  because  she  had  not  exerted  herself 
according  to  her  utmost  ability  to  discharge  that 
debt,  but  because  she  had  contracted  a  debt  much 
bejond  her  just  proportion ;  that  is,  in  fact,  that, 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts,  she  would  have 
a  balance  due  equal  to  the  sum  which  constitutes 
the  difference  between  her  just  proportion  of  the 
whole  sum  assumed,  and  the  sum  actually  as- 
sumed ;  which  is,  in  tbis  case,  more  than  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

The  same  reasoning  would  apply  to  the  other 
States  who  have  sums  assumed  beyond  their  just 
proportion.  Upon  these  principles,  too,  they  must 
prove  to  us  that  New  Hampshire,  upon  a  final  set- 
tlement of  acoounts,  would  be  found  in  debt  to  the 
T^nion  more  than  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars ; 
that  is,  that  she  is  the  greatest  delinquent  in  the 
Union.  I  ask  gentlemen  if  they  have  any  docu- 
ments to  prove  this. 
2d  Com.— 17 


It  would  be  easy  to  satisfy  an  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts  or  South  Carolina  that  they  were 
great  creditors,  and  that  New  Hampshire  is  a  very 
great  debtor.  But  it  will  require  something  more 
than  the  confident  assertions  of  gentlemen  to  con- 
vince the  State  I  represent  that  this  is  really  the 
case ;  they  believe,  and  they  will  continue  in  thii 
well-founded  belief,  till  some  evidence  appears  to 
the  contrary,  that  th^y  at  least  contributed  their 
just  proportion  towards  the  general  defence. 
Some  states,  no  doubt,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  peculiarly  circumstanced,  may  have 
done  more  than  in  proportion  to  New  Hampshire, 
while  I  am  persuaded  that  others  have  done  less. 
The  United  States  have  uniformly  proceeded  upon 
the  idea  that  the  States  who  have  done  more  than 
their  proportion  should  have  credit  in  a  general 
settlement,  while  those  who  have  done  less,  should 
be  compelled  to  pay  the  balances  due  from  them. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  some  of  the  States,  who 
now  have  debts  unassumed,  will  be  found  entitled 
to  balances,  but  I  deny  that  New  Hampshire  can 
justly  be  called  upon  for  the  payment  of  them. 

Congress  have  uniformly  taken  it  for  granted 
that  the  inequalities  which  may  have  existed  in 
the  exertions  of  the  several  States,  can  only  be 
remedied  by  a  settlement  of  all  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States.  At  great 
expense,  they  have  established  Boards  of  Commis- 
sioners, with  very  ample  powers;  they  have  sent 
commissioners  into  the  several  States,  to  receive 
and  adjust  their  claims.  The  States  have  been  at 
very  great  expense  in  statins  their  accounts,  and 
procuring  the  necessary  vouchers  to  support  them. 
But  gentlemen  have  now  made  a  discovery,  which, 
if  it  had  been  made  in  season,  would  have  saved 
all  this  trouble  and  expense ;  they  have  discovered 
that  the  several  States  in  the  Union  have  laid  equal 
burdens  on  their  citizens  to  carry  on  the  war  and 
to  dischai*ge  the  debt  incurred  in  the  common  de- 
fence, and  that  equal  justice  required  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  new  Government,  in  1789,  that 
the  United  States  should  step  in  between  the 
States  and  their  creditors,  and  ease  them  of  their 
debts.  But  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  this 
discovery  are  too  much  interested  to  expect  full 
credit  to  their  sentiments  on  this  head. 

It  happens,  somewhat  unfortunately  for  this  hy- 
pothesis, that  those  who  maintain  it  are  those  who 
are  to  be  gainers  by  it     It  may  well  be  expected 
that  less  evidence  will  satisfy  South  Carolina  that 
she  is  a  creditor  State,  than  New  Hampshire  that 
she  is  a  debtor;  and  more  efficacious  logic  must 
be  used  to  induce  the  latter  to  pay  seven  or  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  debt  of  the  former, 
than  to  persuade  the  former  to  put  that  burden  off 
her  own  shoulders  and  lay  it  upon  the  latter.    Let 
not    gentlemen    imagine    that    New    Hampshire, 
though  she  is  a  small  State  and  of  no  great  im- 
portance in  the  Union,  patiently  submitted  to  the 
injustice  of  the  former  assumption.    They  remon- 
strated :  that  remonstrance  is  now  on  your  table. 
Why  did  they  complain?    Because,  in  that  as- 
sumption, they  were  considered   as  the  greatest 
debtor  of  any  State  in  the  Union;  and  because 
they  were,  as  a  constituent  part  of  the  Union, 
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called  upon  to  pay  seyen  or  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  debt  of  South  CaroHna,  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  some  other  State.  Why  should  it 
be  taken  for  granted,  they  ask,*that  we  are  a  debtor? 
What  documents  are  gentlemen  possessed  of  that 
justify  such  a  supposition  ?  Let  them  be  produced. 
If  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  with- 
in these  walls  and  without,  is  to  be  relied  upon, 
there  is  scarce  a  State  in  the  Union  but  that  has 
done  far  more  than  her  proportion ;  so  that  there 
must  be  a  great  balance  due  to  each  State.  All 
this  tends  to  show,  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  ex- 
pect that  any  one  State  will  patiently  submit  to  a 
measure  which  takes  that  for  granted  which  they 
do  not  believe,  and  which  it  is  never  their  interest 
to  admit  There  never  was,  in  my  opinion,  but 
one  principle  which  could  justify  any  assumption 
previous  to  a  final  settlement,  and  that  was,  giving 
relief  to  States  who  had  unquestionably  contracted 
a  debt  much  beyond  their  just  proportion,  and 
who  were  groaning  beneath  the  burden  of  that 
debt  Where  it  could  be  known  with  tolerable 
certainty  that  a  balance  would  be  finally  due  to 
such  a  State,  much  might  be  said  in  favor  of  an- 
ticipating the  payment  of  it  But  was  this  the 
principle  which  governed?  Was  this  principle 
at  all  pursued?  Were  $2,200,000  assumed  from 
Pennsylvania,  because  she  was  or  would  be  a  cre- 
ditor State,  or  because  she  was  heavily  burdened 
with  debt?  Will  gentlemen  undertake  to  say  that 
any  principle  at  all  was  adhered  to  in  the  assump- 
tion ?  Was  it  not  a  mere  bargain  and  sale  between 
certain  States  who  were  interested,  that  an  as- 
sumption should  take  place ;  and  who,  provided 
they  could  be  only  exonerated  from  their  own 
debt,  would  not  stick  at  any  means  to  accomplish 
so  desirable  a  thing?  Was  it  not  at  the  expense 
of  justice,  and  at  the  expense  of  certain  States, 
particularly  at  the  expense  of  the  State  I  repre- 
sent? If  the  States  who  had  the  largest  portion 
of  debt  to  struggle  with,  at  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution,  were  to  be  relieved,  such  re- 
lief might  have  been  afforded  without  any  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  of  justice  and  equality.  The 
United  States  might  have  afforded  a  temporary 
relief,  till  the  accounts  were  settled ;  or,  if  it  was 
thought  best  to  assume  the  balances  due  from  those 
States  to  their  creditors,  a  proportionate  sum — 
which  is  what  I  now  advocate — should  have  been 
assumed  from  every  other  State.  The  United 
States  could  never  advance  a  sum  to  any  one  State 
without  advancing  a  proportionate  one  to  every 
other  State,  without  at  the  same  time  declaring 
that  the  one  had  better  pretensions  to  such  a  grant 
than  the  other.  And  what  can  authorize  such  a 
declaration  ?  I  know  of  no  data  on  which  to  found 
it  A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  objects  to 
this;  he  says  this  would  greatly  increase  the  public 
deb^  and  he  appears  now  to  be  a  great  enemy  to 
such  an  increase.  When  this  argument  was  urged 
against  any  assumption,  it  was  treated  with  great 
contempt  It  seems,  however,  that  gentlemen 
have  no  objection  to  increasing  the  public  debt,  as 
far  as  the  debts  of  their  respective  States  will  do 
it  They  do  not  wish  to  go  further.  They  are 
against  accumulating  the  public  debt,  if  they  are 


not  to  have  the  whole  benefit  of  it  If  thej  are 
in  favor  of  an  assumption,  they  should  be  in  favor 
of  an  equal  one.  Some  gentlemen  have  tiken 
much  pains  to  convince  us  that  the  dtizens  of 
their  States  are  zealous  for  the  measure.  I  am 
not  disposed  to  doubt  it;  if  they  can  have  their 
burdens  taken  from  their  own  shoulders,  and  placed 
upon  their  neighbors^  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
they  should  complain.  But  because  the  winners 
are  pleased,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  the  losers 
are  pleased  too.  But  we  are  told  that  the  inequali- 
ties of  both  assumptions  will  be  remedied  by  the 
settlement  Who,  is  it  expected,  will  be  deceired 
by  this  State  device  ?  Is  there  any  one  so  ignorant  ? 
What  is  it  but  saying,  submit  to  injustice  now, 
and  we  will  redress  it  hereafter.  Only  be  so  kind 
as  to  acknowledge  now  that  you  are  a  debtor  State, 
and  we  will  be  much  obliged  to  you ;  and  if  it 
should  turn  out,  on  settlement  of  accounts,  that 
you  have  been  paving  our  debts  for  us,  we  will 
then  repay  you.  But  do  not  these  same  persons 
tell  us,  that  the  accounts  never  will  be  settled ;  or, 
if  they  are,  that  balances  never  will  be  paid  or  r^ 
ceived  I  believe  it  I  consider  this  assumption 
as  signing  the  death-warrant  of  the  settlement  of 
accounts.  Therefore,  let  the  assumption  be  eqoal. 
If  any  take  place  at  this  time^  I  hope  it  will  be  a 
just  and  equal  one ;  nay,  more,  that  it  will  redress 
the  inequalities  of  the  former  one;  and  that  the 
States  who  have  laid  heavy  burdens  on  their  citi- 
zens, will  not  be  punished  for  their  laudable  zeal  in 
extinguishing  their  debts,  but  that  they  will  at  least 
fare  as  well  as  those  who  have  made  no  such  ex- 
ertions. In  one  word,  I  am  against  any  assamp- 
tion ;  but  if  any  assumption  obtain,  as  it  cannot  be 
known  which  State  is  debtor  or  which  creditor, 
let  the^  sums  assumed  from  each  be  equal,  that  is, 
according  to  their  respective  numbers. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  he  was  not  in  the  situation 
just  complained  of,  the  Representative  of  a  Sute, 
the  whole  of  whose  debt  had  been  before  assumed, 
and  therefore  interested  in  opposing  any  further 
assumption.  He  was  from  a  State,  the  half  of 
whose  debt  was  not  before  assumed,  and  ihej  were 
not  consoled  by  observing,  that  four-fifths  was  as- 
sumed for  their  next  neighbor,  neither  was  it  a 
solitary  instance  of  treatment^  such  as  had  not 
been  expected  from  that  House.  He  did  not  indulge 
the  habit  of  complaining ;  but  he  felt  it  to  be  bis 
duty  to  remember  them,  and  the  people  from 
which  he  came  could  not  easily  forget  them.  He 
was  however  of  opinion  that  these  evihi  would  not 
be  corrected  by  a  general  assumption,  on  princi- 
ples so  ungovernable  as  were  contained  in  the  pro- 
position now  under  consideration,  and  that  it  would 
administer  injury  rather  than  relief 

£ach  State  had  been  made  debtor  tor  the  sum 
assumed,  and  as  the  General  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  settling  all  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  individual  States,  had  reported  that  the 
whole  would  be  finished  in  little  more  than  a  year 
from  this  time,  he  was  of  opinion  it  would  give 
much  more  effectual  relief  to  the  States  which 
had  been  injured  in  the  apportionment  of  the 
former  assumption,  and  upon  principles  much  less 
injurious  than  the  general  and  promiscuous  as- 


511 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


518 


Uarcb,  1792.] 


ne  Public  Debi, 


[H.  or  R. 


samption,  which  would  be  the  effect  of  the  present 
propositioiL 

As  the  subject  was  not  now  before  the  House, 
his  opiDion  upon  it  in  general  had  been  often  ex- 
pressed. Events  had  much  confirmed  his  former 
opinions  on  the  subject,  and  he  was  more  than  erer 
convinced  of  its  pernicious  effects.  This  Govern- 
ment, said  he,  is  not  calculated  to  bear  a  heayy^ 
burden,  it  is  put  to  its  worst  use  when  it  is  put  to 
that  ase,  it  shows  the  Govern  ment  to  the  greatest 
disadvantage.  The  general  national  powers,  the 
want  of  which  was  so  much  complained  of  before 
the  institution  of  it,  appear,  from  the  experiment, 
(o  be  more  easy  and  manageable  than  was  expect- 
ed. When  considered  as  a  great  society,  insti- 
tated  by  Sovereignties  to  cut  off  the  causes  of  war 
among  themselves,  and  to  deliberate  on  general 
national  concerns  which  could  be  not  otherwise 
provided  for — ^it  is  an  experiment  honorable  to 
baman  nature,  and  is  as  useful  an  extent  of  the 
social  principle  as  the  institution  of  society  over 
individuals  for  the  supplv  of  their  wants,  and  to 
prevent  individual  slaughter  and  carnage.  Its 
friends  have  had  great  reason  to  promise  them- 
selves success  to  the  experiment,  if  there  can  be  a 
due  moderation  in  administering  it,  in  confining  it 
to  those  objects  for  which  it  was  alone  intended. 
But,  if  any  one  supposes  that  this  Government 
may  be  mado  to  answer  the  purposes,  and  be  put 
to  the  same  uses  as  common  Governments,  and  be 
administered  upon  the  same  principles,  it  gives 
reason  to  believe  that  he  is  either  wicked  in  his 
intentions,  or  that  his  mind  has  never  compre- 
hended the  subject  General  questions  of  boundary, 
of  war,  and  peace,  regulations  of  commerce,  a 
moderate  and  general  impost  for  the  immediate 
sapport  of  the  Government,  might  be  decided  in 
a  manner  that  would  reflect  honor  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  But 
accumulate  an  enormous  public  debt,  and  let  this 
Oovemmeot  be  called  to  the  odious  task  of  apply- 
ing to  the  individual  citizens  for  a  heavy  tax,  and 
you  will  then  see  the  structure  of  the  Government 
to  the  greatest  possible  disadvantage.  It  is  better 
suited  to  anything  than  that  It  ought  to  be  direct- 
ed  to  such  a  use  with  the  most  extreme  and  cau- 
tious reluctance.  Probably  it  will  be  found,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  impossible  that  it  should  be  well 
adjusted  to  such  use.  To  raise  a  heavy  tax,  there 
ought  to  be  a  great  similarity  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  persons  on  whom  it  is  to  operate.  If  the 
burden  is  not  equal,  it  must  be  in  some  parts  cruelly 
oppressive.  The  first  object,  in  attempting  a  heavy 
tax  is,  to  be  sure  that  it  will  be  equal ;  otherwise, 
some  will  be  crowded  to  their  destruction,  while 
others  are  exulting  in  prosperity,  and  feel  no  bur- 
den at  all.  There  is  such  a  dissimilarity  in  the 
interests  and  circumstances  of  the  extensive  coun- 
try over  which  this  Government  is  to  operate, 
that  it  will  be  scarcely  possible  to  adjust  heavy 
burdens  to  any  tolerable  equality.  The  whole 
current  of  experience  in  society  forbids  the  expect- 
ation. Even  some  of  the  States  had  found  their 
limits  too  large  to  preserve  the  necessary  equality 
in  their  own  revenue  systems.  And  to  suppose 
that  this  Government  should  be  able  to  bear  bur^ 


dens  in  the  same  proportion  to  ite  size,  without 
intolerable  oppression,  is  founded  neither  in  good 
sense  nor  experience. 

This  view  of  the  subject  supposes  the  most 
honest  disposition  in  endeavoring  to  make  the 
burdens  as  equal  as  possible.  But  an  important 
view  of  it,  which  ought  to  be  taken  on  this  occa- 
sion, is,  that  there  is  much  less  security  for  an  ho- 
nesty of  disposition  in  laying  the  burdens.  The 
circumsUnces  of  the  persons  who  make  the  laws, 
and  of  those  on  whom  they  operate,  ought  to  be 
closely  connected,  and  thoroughly  in  the  view  of 
each  other.  The  moment  they  get  so  far  disse- 
vered as  not  to  be  known  and  felt  by  each  other, 
security  against  oppression  is  gone.  In  this  Go- 
vernment there  can  be  but  a  mere  shadow  of  re- 
presentotion.  In  maqy  instances,  not  more  than 
one  for  a  hundred  miles  square.  They  for  a  great 
part  of  the  year  are  entirely  detached  from  their 
constituents,  so  that  they  who  are  acquainted  with 
their  circumstances  at  home,  cannot  be  intimate- 
Iv  acquainted  with  their  conduct,  so  as  to  judge  of 
the  motives  by  which  they  are  governed.  And 
they  who  are  witnesses  of  their  conduct  in  the 
Government,  do  not  know  their  circumstances  at 
home ;  so  that  men  may  feel  themselves  at  greater 
liberty  to  indulge  improper  passions,  than  they 
would  if  both  their  circumstances  and  their  con- 
duct were  under  the  immediate  notice  of  their 
constituents,  and  thus  the  motives  by  which  they 
were  governed  on  every  occasion  could  be  easily 
explained.  On  the  general  national  subjects, 
which  are  their  more  immediate  province,  there 
would  be  less  danger  from  this  cause,  as  they 
would  present  fewer  objecte  for  individual  pas- 
sions. But,  in  the  collection  and  management  of 
vast  revenues  and  their  necessary  concomitante, 
there  are  the  strongest  lures  to  improper  conduct 
The  love  of  power  and  property  are  two  fierce 
passions  of  nature,  which  if  tney  can  be  indulged 
without  any  loss  of  reputation,  or  even  without 
the  fear  of  detection,  will  be  sure,  in  all  countries, 
to  make  havoc  of  the  happiness  and  righte  of  men. 
He  did  not  pretend  that  it  was  possible  altogether 
to  avoid  this  source  of  danger.  The  Government 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  resources ;  they  had 
been  provided  to  a  pretty  large  extent  on  ite  first 
commencement,  by  general  reguUtioni^  which 
appeared  to  have  been  tolerably  satisfactory  to  the 
community. 

They  who  agreed  with  him  in  the  general  ob- 
servations which  he  had  made,  must  allow  that 
they  were  substantial  reasons  against  the  proposi- 
tion on  the  Uble,  and  that  those  debte  ought  to  be 
left  upon  the  Stotes,  rather  than  be  assumed  by  the 
present  Government 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  general  assumption,  not  only 
reconciled  very  ill  to  the  nature  of  the  Government, 
as  he  had  shown,  but  it  also  reconciled  as  illy  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  country.  It  was,  in  its  very 
nature,  designed  to  draw  off  business  and  property 
from  the  different  States,  and  unite  them  in  one 
great  vortex  at  the  centre.  This  is  an  evil  which 
appears  to  have  been  most  cautiously  guarded 
i^ainst  in  every  part  of  the  Constitution.  How 
nuuiy  checks  and  guards  show  themselves  in  every 
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part,  to  keep  up  the  equality  of  States,  to  prerent 
the  combination  of  strong  interests  in  giTing  spe- 
cial advantages,  and  that  there  should  be  no  pre- 
ference for  the  increase  of  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  those  of  another.  No  one  can  look  over  the 
principles  of  the  Union  without  seeing  this  to  be 
the  great  and  striking  feature  of  the  whole  States 
possessing  equal  powers,  feeling  and  being  strongly 
attached  to  their  own  advantages,  and,  like  indi- 
viduals iu  forming  a  society,  giving  them  up  with 
reluctance,  and  only  such  as  appeu^  indispensa- 
ble to  the  protection  of  the  rest. 

The  present  object  seems  to  be  to  construct  a 
huge,  gigantic  organization  at  the  centre,  which 
shall  collect  ^1  the  vital  fluids,  to  strengthen  and 
enlarge  those  parts,  without  any  means  of  propel- 
ling a  circulation  in  return  to  keep  up  the  princi- 
ples of  life  in  the  extremes  of  the  body.  The 
very  figure  is  monstrous.  A  State  centre  and  a 
State  organization,  which  it  is  the  avowed  inten- 
tion of  the  present  system  to  reduce,  and  as  far  as 
possible  to  do  away,  is  necessary  to  preserve  the 
principles  of  life  in  them.  The  collection  of  a 
revenue  in  the*  States,  and  the  circulation  of  it 
among  their  people,  is  not  only  necessary  to  their 
health,  but  it  is  necessary  to  their  existence ;  and 
the^  who  avow  their  opposition  to  it  are  seeking 
their  destruction.  The  instance  which  had  been 
mentioned  of  a  distant  State  paying  more  than 
half  a  million  of  dollars  in  a  year,  which  had  been 
sent  on  to  the  General  Treasury,  without  scarcely 
any  call  on  the  Government  to  receive  any  part 
of  it  in  return,  struck  him  very  forcibly,  and  the 
more  forcibly,  as  the  same  impression  had  been 
made  upon  him  from  bis  own  State.  One  of  their 
ports,  he  said,  would  probably  this  year  pay  into 
the  Treasury  forty  thousand  dollars;  and,  except 
the  accidental  circumstance  of  there  being  at  this 
time  some  companies  of  the  Federal  troops  in 
that  State,  who  might  receive  their  pay  there,  he 
knew  no  cause  which  could  have  prevented  the 
actual  sending  of  almost  the  whole  of  that  sum  in 
specie  to  this  place ;  which,  if  it  were  to  take  place 
every  year,  and  increased  in  the  manner  as  is  now 

Eroposed,  would  soon  drain  them  of  all  the  medium 
y  which  business  is  to  be  transacted. 

The  circulating  medium  in  society  has  been  aptly 
styled  the  oil  of  the  machine  which  lubricates  all 
its  motions.  Adopt  a  system  which  shall  entirely 
prevent  the  supply  of  it,  and  the  motions  cannot  be 
easy ;  when  the  solid  parts  are  left  to  grind  against 
each  other,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  machine 
should  long  remain  cool. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the  subject 
on  the  grounds  which  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  had  themselves  taken,  that  the 
general  assumption  must  intend  either  taking  up 
all  the  debts  of  the  States,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  cause  for  which  they  were  contracted, 
or  there  must  be  some  process  to  distinguish  those 
that  were  contracted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  war. 

He  could  not  suppose  that  any  person  could  be 
serious  in  maintaining  that  all  the  debts  of  the 
States, '  contracted  for  the  support  of  their  Go- 
vernors, or  State  Legislatures,  or  for  any  other 


State  purposes,  ought  to  be  assumed  by  the  United 
States.  It  had  been  the  universal  principle,  from 
the  first  contracting  of  the  debts,  that  a  disdncfeion 
ought  to  be  made  between  what  was  contracted 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war  and  what 
was  not  He  then  reviewed  the  systems  of  the 
old  Congress  on  that  subject,  and  showed  how 
they  had  at  the  time  assumed  the  claims  of  the 
States  as  the  expenses  were  incurred,  and  passed 
particular  resolutions  for  their  liquidation,  potting 
them  on  interest  upon  the  general  funds,  which  wis 
then  called  funding  them. 

Congress  was  continually  extending  their  as- 
sumption by  particular  resolutions,  founded  oo 
the  nature  of  each  particular  case,  and,  by  the 
agency  of  Commissioners  invested  with  chanceiy 
powers,  to  enter  most  summarily  into  all  the 
equitable  considerations  attending  the  particular 
applications.  For  several  years  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  till  they  supposed  they  had  assumed 
nearly  all  that  ought  to  be  assumed,  some  few 
cases  they  had  left  undetermined,  as  the  Penob- 
scot expedition,  &c.  That  there  might  not  be 
left  the  least  color  for  any  complaint  on  the  paK 
of  the  States  that  Congress  was  reluctant  in  as- 
suming any  debts  which  had  been  contracted  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  in  the  year  1786,  they  ap- 
pointed a  General  Board  of  Commissioners,  with 
ample  powers  to  assume  all  debts  which  might 
be  still  remaining,  which,  upon  the  principles  of 
equity  and  conscience,  they  might  thmk  ought  to 
be  assumed.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  Joomu  that 
this  passed  unanimously,  and  appeared  to  give 
universal  satisfaction,  carrving  the  principle  a^ 
fiir  as  it  ought  to  be  earned.  The  whole  of  this 
process  has  been  founded  on  the  universal  impres- 
sion that  a  distinction  ought  to  be  made  between 
the  debts  incurred  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on 
the  war  and  debts  contracted  merely  for  State  pur- 
poses. 

There  has  been  immense  labor  for  these  ten  or 
twelve  years  past,  at  an  expense  not  much  short 
of.  a  million  of  dolhirs,  in  liquidating  and  di^stin- 
guishing  the  proper  debt  of  the  I^ited  States. 
The  House  had  been  officially  informed  that  the 
business  was  now  near  a  close,  and  that  the  whole 
would  be  finished  in  a  short  time.  Can  any  one, 
he  asked,  after  all  this,  be  hardy  enough  to  intend 
that  the  United  States  should  be  plunged  under 
the  promiscuous  debts  of  the  States,  regardless  of 
all  distinction  f 

He  was  sensible  that  the  proposition  under  de- 
bate professed  to  regard  the  principle,  and  con* 
tained  a  proviso,  that  no  State  certificates  should 
be  assumed  which  on  the  face  of  them  appeared  to 
have  been  issued  for  any  other  purpose  than  carry- 
ing on  the  war.  But  it  was  in  vun  that  it  con- 
tained the  principle,  if  it  was  accompanied  with  no 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  efiect  From  that  cause, 
he  supposed,  there  was  some  reason  to  suspect  the 
sincerity  of  the  intention.  He  believed  there 
could  not  be  devised  a  mode  for  carrying  the  prin- 
ciple into  efiect  more  summary  and  complete  than 
that  which  was  now  in  operation,  and  so  near  its 
close,  under  the  General  Board  of  Commissioiier& 
They  had  power  and  evidence  to  distinguish  the 
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proper  debts;  they  would  strike  the  balance  in 
&Tor  of  the  States  who  were  actually  in  advance, 
and  then  no  one  could  object  to  assuming  it 

He  was  thus  particular  on  this  part,  because 
some  gentlemen  had  taken  the  liberty  to  place  it, 
in  some  respects,  in  an  unfair  Tiew.  The  former 
assumption  had  not  been  contended  for  as  neces- 
my  to  the  final  attainment  of  justice.  There 
was  no  doubt  of  a  complete  attainment  of  justice 
on  striking  the  balance  of  the  accounts  under  the 

Sstem  which  has  been  described.  Bat  some  of 
e  States  complained  of  the  present  pressure  of 
th^r  enormous  debts,  and,  in  confiaence  of  a 
large  balance  appearing  in  their  favor,  begged  a 
part  payment  in  advance,  to  be  received  on  ac- 
count, for  their  immediate  relief.  On  these 
grounds  only  had  the  former  assumption  taken 
place.  It  was  presumed  that  enough  was  left  in 
aireara  to  secure  an  adherence  to  an  impartial 
settlement,  which  might  correct  any  mistakes  in 
such  a  random  assumption.  In  this  view  the 
argument  which  produced  the  former  assumption 
loses  all  its  force  on  the  present  occasion.  It  will 
be  difficult  to  conceive  that  the  little  fraction  of 
debt  left  on  the  States  is  a  burden  so  much  more 
enormous  than  the  whole  war  that  it  cannot  be 
supported  a  few  months  till  there  is  a  settlement 
of  the  acoonnts.  If  the  assumption  should,  in  any 
instance,  be  made  to  exceed  the  amount  of  the 
daimsi  it  will  be  productive  of  great  discontent 
and  embarrassment ;  when  it  approaches  near  the 
balance  of  the  claim  it  is  foregoing  the  security 
for  the  final  settlement  of  accounts.  As  this  gene- 
ral settlement  of  the  accounts  had  been  continu- 
ally regarded  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  as  the 
minds  of  the  citizens  had  been  reconciled  to  quotas 
and  requisitions  made  on  very  slight  information, 
merely  by  being  led  to  expect  justice  from  that 
event,  and  as  it  was  the  basis  on  which  alone  our 
proceedings  since  could  be  explained,  he  thought 
there  should  be  some  care  not  to  make  it  the 
bterest  of  any  to  wish  that  it  should  be  relin- 
qntshed. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said,  during  the  progress  of  the 
discosdon  in  support  of  the  resolution,  it  has  been 
presumed  by  all  the  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
question,  that  the  irredeemable  principle  ingrafted 
on  the  Funding  System,  was  an  equivalent  for 
deferring  one-third  of  the  debt  for  ten  years.  In 
short  that  it  was  equal  to  the  original  contract; 
consequently,  that  the  Funding  System,  including 
the  irredeemable  quality,  was  a  full  discharge  of 
the  original  obligations,  and  that  the  amendment 
now  under  debate,  if  adopted,  would  be  a  broach 
of  the  original  contract,  and  would  operate  un- 
justly towa^  the  public  creditors. 

'  In  all  transactions  in  public  life,  wherein  I  have 
been  engaged,  and  the  public  creditors  concerned, 
I  have  steadily  attended  to  their  honest  chums, 
and  supported  their  interests,  agreeably  to  the 
principles  of  the  (Government  In  this  I  have 
Kted  with  the  same  industry  and  seal  that  I  have 
ezercbed  in  contributing  to  accomplish  the  Revo- 
lution, from  which  these  cUims  originated.  I 
bare  been  attentive  to  the  present  Funding  Sys- 
tem, in  its  progress  to  existence,  and  in  its  opera- 


tion and  efEficts;  and  I  did,  and  still  do,  believe 
that  the  irredeeuuible  principle  was  no  equivalent 
for  the  departure  fW>m  the  original  contract  I 
am  also  persuaded,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
original  contract,  and  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  unsuitable  to  our  political 
circumstances.  With  respect  to  the  first,  I  know 
of  no  law  existing  in  any  of  the  States,  whereby 
a  debt  which  the  creditor  can  only  recover  at  a 
distant  period,  and  in  very  small  instalments,  is 
rendered  more  valuable  than  a  right  to  recover  it 
on  demand,  and  all  at  one  time.  Disposing  of 
property,  to  be  paid  for  in  instalments,  and  at  a  dis- 
tant period,  is  common  in  this  country;  but  in 
that  case  the  privilege  is  supposed  to  be  enjoyed 
by  the  debtor,  for  which  he  always  pays  a  higher 
price.  To  presume  that  putting  a  man*s  just  claims 
to  prompt  payment  out  of  his  own  power,  except 
in  such  small  portions  and  distant  periods  as  he 
cannot  reasonably  calculate  upon  receiving  in  the 
course  of  one  generation,  nor  to  such  an  amount 
at  any  one  time  as  can  be  applied  to  any  valuable 

Surchase,  is  presuming  contrary  to  reason,  to  the 
Lws  and  usages  of  the  United  Statea 
But  it  may  be  answered,  that  the  public  credit- 
ors, as  a  party  in  the  contract,  had  a  right  to  agree 
to  such  terms,  if  they  pleased ;  and  that  they  did 
agree  to  them,  is,  by  their  acceptance  in  subscrib- 
ing to  the  loan,  testified.  It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  terms  were  proposed  by  the  public  creditors ; 
so  far  from  this,  it  is  well  known  that  many  of 
them  remonstrated  against  the  terms  of  the  Fund- 
ing System,  and  gave  an  ample  testimony  against 
the  irredeemable  quality  being  an  equivalent  for 
deferring;  or,  in  other  words,  lowering  the  inte- 
rest of  the  debt 

Their  acceptance  of  the  terms  is  no  proof  of 
their  voluntary  approbation  ;  it  was  not  optional 
to  them  on  impartial  sround.  Provision  was  made 
for  the  interest  for  fifteen  years,  and  the  obliga- 
tion made  perpetual  in  favor  of  those  who  sub- 
scribed ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  provision 
iras  afterwards  made  perpetual ;  and  what  was 
the  alternative  in  favor  of  those  who  did  not  ac- 
cept! Why,  they  had  a  provision  of  four  per 
cent  made  for  one  year  only,  without  any  obliga- 
tion for  continuing  that  provision,  and  without 
interest  upon  their  interest^  as  those  who  sub- 
scribe have ;  and  so  recent  and  striking  an  in- 
stance* before  them  of  disregard  to  the  original 
obligation,  both  in  matter  and  form,  as  is  witnessed 
in  the  Funding  law,  was  a  discouraging  circum- 
stance to  those  who  would  have  otherwise  pre- 
ferred resting  their  claim  upon  that  ground.  In 
this  situation,  interest  and  necessity  dictated  the 
propriety  of  accepting  the  terms  of  the  Funding 
System,  not  as  an  equivalent  for  their  claims^  but 
as  the  best  thev  could  get  That  the  original 
holders  accepted  with  reluctance,  and  remon- 
strated, we  know :  that  many  of  that  description, 
as  well  as  foreigners,  did  not  accept  at  all,  is  evident 
from  the  question  before  us.  The  parties,  there- 
fore, were  too  unequal  for  a  contest,  and  the  terms 
were  too  unequal,  with  respect  to  security,  to  ren- 
der the  acceptance  a  proof  of  approbation.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  irredeemable  quality  appears 
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nerer  to  have  been  intended  as  a  real  or  solid 
equivalent  It  was  wholly  calculated  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  speculation,  which  might  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  persons  in  those  counlaries  where,  from  the 
SQperabundance  of  specie  capital,  enormous  na- 
tional debts,  and  long  habits  in  stock-jobbing  specu- 
lation is  become  a  science.  To  promote  Uiis,  the 
unnatural  and  novel  distinction  of  pafrts,  which 
had  no  foundation  in  the  contract,  and  a  variety 
and  necessary  fluctuation  in  the  comparative  value 
was  introduced.  This  distinction  and  variety  was 
well  adapted  to  be  an  inducement  to  the  merito- 
rious public  creditors,  especially  such  of  them  as 
resided  in  the  country,  to  part  with  their  certifi- 
es tea 

The  two-thirds  of  two-thirds,  the  six  per  cents., 
the  three  per  cents.,  deferred  debt,  &c,  all  in  one 
certificate,  which  the  farmer  received,  originally 
with  an  obligation  simply  of  six  per  cent  upon 
the  principal,  until  it  was  paid,  is  so  much  be- 
yond his  comprehension,  that  he  prefers  parting 
with  it  to  keeping  it  on  terms  which  he  does  not 
understand,  and  which  he  conceives  may,  with 
equal  ease,  be  changed  again  by  the  same  autho- 
rity into  other  and  more  unintelligible  varieties. 
To  this  end,  it  corresponded  to  admiration.  Few, 
indeed,  are  the  certificates  now  in  the  hands  of 
original  holders  of  the  agricultural  class. 

One  leading  advantage  which  the  promoters  of 
the  Funding  System  suggested  that  would  arise 
from  its  operation,  was  a  circulation  of  the  reve- 
nues to  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  country,  in 
payment  of  interest,  which  had  been  previously 
drawn  into  the  Treasury  by  duties,  and  had  the 
system  been  adapted  to  the  genius  and  circum- 
stances of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  this  no 
doubt  would  have  been  its  effect,  and  in  this  way 
a  beneficial  balance  of  circulating  specie  would 
have  been  supported.  It  was  also  suggested,  that 
the  certificates  when  appreciated,  would  assume 
the  form  and  use  of  a  circulating  medium,  and  in 
this  way  be  as  a  substitute  for  money,  promote  the 
purchasing  of  land,  improving  the  country,  and, 
give  a  general  spring  to  industry ;  and  this  salutary 
effect  a  Funding  System,  calculated  and  guarded 
flttitably  for  that  purpose,  might  also  have  had. 
But  these  important  consequences  have  been  com- 
pletely defeated  by  the  irredeemability  and  other 
geculiarities  of  the  Funding  System  ;  that  the 
Funding  System  was  calculated  to  be  a  field  for 
speculation,  was  the  general  opinion  of  people  of 
reflection  when  it  was  originated.  And  what  has 
been  the  effects  of  its  operation  ?  Why,  it  has  in- 
troduced the  most  extravagant  combinations,  pro- 
moted fictitious  credits,  and  by  giving  a  facility  to 
stock-jobbing,  in  all  its  varied  forms,  has  become 
an  enormous  and  ruinous  snare.  It  has  occasioned 
many  of  the  most  enterprising  characters  to  desert 
the  useful  paths  of  industry ;  dissipation,  gambling, 
extravagant  projects  and  extravagant  modes  of 
life,  are  promoted  to  such  a  degree  as  to  be  ruin- 
ous to  our  morals  and  degrading  to  our  national 
character.  Wealth  hastily  gotten,  without  in- 
dustry, has  changed  the  grades  of  society,  and 
erected  a  new  and  formidable  interest  in  the  Com- 
monwealth.   One  week  we  behold  fortunes  rising 


like  exhalations,  and  the  price  of  stocks  blown  up 
above  all  reasonable  calculation ;  but  perhaps  be- 
fore the  next  week  arrives,  we  find  the  stodu 
fallen  a  fourth  or  a  fifth,  and  disappointment,  bank- 
ruptcy, and  stagnation  of  the  most  useful  branches 
of  commerce,  spreading  consternation  fiu*  and  wide, 
and  the  tales  of  villainy  and  consequent  distress 
swell  up  the  news  of  the  day.  Though  I  have  not 
changed  my  opinion  of  the  Funding  System,  since 
it  made  its  appearance,  vet  I  confess  its  ddusory 
and  ensnaring  progress  has  been  more  rapid,  the 
bubbles  have  sprung  up  and  burst  in  greater 
variety  and  in  quicker  succession  than  I  expected. 
Creneral  confidence  and  contentment  among  the 
citizens  has  not  been  among  the  effects  produced 
by  the  irredeemabili^,  and  the  complex  and  mys- 
terious forms  of  the  Funding  System. 

A  principal  advantage  the  Funding  System  was 
to  produce,  was,  the  lowering  the  rate  of  interest 
for  money;  indeed  this  was  the  principle  upon 
which  it  was  supposed  to  be  calculated ;  it  was  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  five  or  even  four  per 
cent  by  its  beneficial  operation  as  a  circulating 
medium,  &c.  I  ask,  sir,  has  it  had  this  effect?  No, 
it  has  not,  but  the  reverse.  I  acknowledge  certifi- 
cates have  been  purchased  at  a  rate  that  would  not 
afford  five  per  cent  upon  the  price  given  for  them, 
and  that  even  after  they  were  above  par ;  but  at 
the  same  time  the  rate  of  negotiable  interest  rose 
to  an  usurious  height.  No  such  instance  of  usury 
was  heard  of  in  this  country  at  any  fbrmer  period, 
(except  in  the  times  of  general  distress  and  bank- 
ruptcy occasioned  by  old  debts,  losses  in  the  course 
of  the  war,  and  an  over-importation  of  goods  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  war)  and  this  has  not  been 
incidental,  but  the  native  effect  of  the  system. 
Negotiable  interest  has  risen  too  high  for  the  solid 
purposes  of  commerce,  and  capital,  and  attention 
have  been  withdrawn  firom  it  by  the  baubles  of  the 
times;  and  by  the  prevailing  fiuctuations  in  the 
funds  and  private  credit,  the  regular  circulation  of 
credit  and  cash  suited  to  commercial  purposes  are 
obstructed.  However,  I  do  not  deny  but  that  import- 
ations are  to  as  great  amount  as  ever.  I  believe  the 
amount  is  too  great  for  the  public  good,  but  this  is 
not  the  result  of  the  quantity,  or  high  price  of  oor 
exports,  but  it  is  the  return  for  our  certificates 
transferred  to  foreigners,  to  whom  they  are  in  the 
more  esteem  because  of  that  irredeemable  qualitj  to 
which  I  object  In  consequence  of  this,  we  become 
tributaries  to  foreigners,  over  whom  we  have  no 
control,  and  from  whose  wealth  we  can  derive  no 
advantage.  This  evil  has  already  prevailed  to  a 
great  degree,  and  by  the  present  system  can  nether 
be  remedied  nor  prevented. 

I  have  said  that  the  Funding  System  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  original  contract  This  is  eri- 
dent  from  all  its  complex  and  mysterious  division 
of  parts  and  difference  of  value,  which  had  no 
foundation  in  the  original  obligation.  Many  in- 
stances of  this  might  be  addu(^,  but  I  will  onlj 
select  one.  The  act  of  Congress  provided  for  the 
redemption  of  the  old  Continental  bills  of  credit 
at  forty  for  one;  the  Funding  System  provides 
for  it  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  the  hundred,  and 
that  dollar  subject  to  its  divisions  of  parts  and 
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value.  Is  not  this  a  total  departure  from  the  con- 
tract, both  in  matter  and  form  ?  It  is  vain  to  an- 
swer, that  the  Congress  money  had  been  consider- 
ed as  lost,  and  had.  depreciated  much  lower  than 
one  for  forty.  The  sanction  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
supported  by  the  obligation  of  the  Constitution, 
fixed  it  at  forty  for  one ;  and  the  same  power  that 
could  alter  it  to  one  hundred  for  one,  could  anni- 
hilate that  or  any  original  claim  altogether.  I  am 
not  here  treating  about  the  equity  of  uie  claims,  but 
&bout  the  Legislative  authority  of  Congress  to 
chanffo  contracts  which  they  were  bound  to  fulfil, 
both  by  the  acts  of  the  old  Congreaa  and  an  express 
clause  of  the  Constitution. 
In  preparing  and  enacting  the  Funding  law,  Con- 

C»s  seems  to  have  laid  aside  the  character  of  the 
gislature,  and  assumed  that  of  the  Judge ;  where- 
as, their  most  conspicuous  character  in  transacting 
that  business  ought  to  have  been  that  of  a  party 
prevailing  for  the  payment  of  their  debts :  but,  in 
acting  the  part  of  a  Judge,  they  have  taken  it  upon 
an  original  plan.  They  have  changed  the  value 
and  the  principles  of  the  claim  by  a  mere  act  of 
their  wilt,  without  being  guided  by  reasons  taken 
from  the  original  obligations;  but  have  rather  been 
influenced  by  the  contemplation  of  the  mighty  po- 
litical machine  they  were  about  to  erect,  viz:  an 
uneztlnguishable  national  debt  and  consolidated 
moneyed  interest  ^ 

I  have  also  said,  that  the  irredeemable  quality 
of  the  Funding  System  is  contrary  to  the  Consti- 
tution. Congress  have  the  power  of  applying  the 
Dublic  resources  towards  paying  the  debte  of  the 
tinion.  Every  successive  Congress  is  equally 
vested  with  that  power.  It  is  derived  immediate- 
ly from  the  Constitution  to  every  Congress,  and 
not  derived  through  the  laws  of  one  Congress  to 
another;  but,  in  the  Funding  System,  the  Con- 
gress who  enacted  it  have  decreed  that  no  suc- 
ceeding Confess  shall  pay  the  existing  debts  of 
the  United  States,  except  in  certain  smiul  and  dis- 
tinct instalments,  whicn,  perhaps,  would  occupy 
two,  or  a  part  of  three,  generations  to  complete. 
Certainly  the  present  Congress  cannot  say  unto 
the  next,  or  to  anv  future  Congress,  that  they 
shall  not  do  what  tne  Constitution  expressly  says 
they  have  power  to  do ;  and  yet,  if  we  reject  the 
amendment  and  adopt  the  resolution,  we  are  in 
fiict  saying  so.  If  we  do  so,  we  are  holding  out  a 
farther  delusion  to  the  citizens.  Snares  of  this 
kind  have  proceeded  far  enough  already.  A  fu- 
ture Congress  certainly  will  disregard  this  restraint, 
and  repeal  the  irredeemable  quality  of  the  Funding 
System. 

The  creditors  who  hold  those  claims  for  which 
we  are  about  to  provide,  have  an  unquestionable 
right  to  six  per  cent,  interest  upon  the  original 
cbim — not  to  interest  upon  the  interest-— but  to 
a  provision  for  extinguisning  the  arrears  of  inte- 
rest. All  the  different  laws  which  I  know  of  con- 
template a  delay  of  payment  of  interest,  and  ex- 
pressly guard  against  paying  compound  interest 
The  party  to  whom  interest  is  due  may  claim  and 
r^over  it  at  short  pc^ods,  but  if  it  is  not  claimed, 
or  cannot  be  got,  any  supposed  delay  does  not  ena- 
ble the  creditor  to  claim  interest  thereon.    This 


proves  that  legal  interest  is  supposed  in  the  law 
to  be  a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  delay  of 
payment. 

My  first  design  was  to  have  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  so  as  to  provide  six  per  cent,  for 
the  principal,  according  to  contract,  and  to  have 
poposed  some  provision  for  paying  the  arrears  of 
interest;  but,  upon  reflection,!  nnd  the  business  su 
far  put  out  of  ite  natural  course  already,  that  I 
have  relinquished  that  design.  The  progress  of 
innovation  has  been  so  great  that  it  is  difScult  to 
tread  back  the  ground ;  therefore,  I  will  vote  for 
the  amendment 

One  difficulty  which  influenced  me  to  give  up 
my  first  design  was,  that  not  only  the  arrears  of 
interest  which  arose  since  the  first  of  January, 
1788,  is  funded  at  three  per  cent,  to  those  who 
subscribed  to  the  loan,  but  also  the  indente  of  inte* 
rest  issued  previous  to  that  period,  under  the  Con- 
federation, which  had  been  disposed  of  and  pro- 
vided for  by  requisitions  as  fully  as  the  power  or 
laws  of  that  Government  permitted.  Many,  in- 
deed I  believe  most  of  the  States,  had  made  ade- 
quate provision  for  them  to  their  respective  citi- 
zens ;  and  those  who  did  not,  were  under  the  same 
obligations  to  do  it  that  they  had  been  to  do  any 
other  part  of  Federal  duty  in  the  course  of  the  Re- 
volution. Even  these  have  been  received  again 
and  funded  at  three  per  cent  The  indents,  and 
about  three  years*  interest,  which  became  due 
since  the  first  of  January,  1788,  making,  in  all 
above  ten  millions,  have  been  funded.  Above 
seven  millions  of  these,  if  It  was  not  a  debt  cre- 
ated by  the  Funding  System,  received  a  resurrec- 
tion by  it  This  will  explain  the  charge  of  creat- 
ing a  new  debt,  asserted  oy  one  of  the  gentlemen, 
and  denied  by  another.  Here  was  above  seven 
millions  received,  which  ought  to  have  been  con- 
sidered as  redeemed,  unless,  perhaps,  in  a  few  in- 
stances, to  such  as  were  not  citizens  of  any  State, 
and  above  three  millions  funded  at  three  per  cent, 
for  the  doing  of  which  there  existed  no  ooligation. 
If  it  be  answered,  that  equity  required  it,  I  will 
allege  thatj  if  the  Congress,  acting  on  the  general 
claims  of  equity  which  originate  in  the  course 
of  the  Revolution,  a  much  greater  amount  must 
yet  be  provided  for.  I  never  knew  a  public  cre- 
ditor who  expected  interest  upon  his  interest,  or 
that  expected  the  indent  debt  that  had  been  dis- 
posed of  to  be  received,  or  otherwise  provided  for 
than  by  a  final  settlement  between  the  respective 
States  and  the  United  Stotes.  Why  should  they 
expect  Congress  to  make  provision  where  an  ac- 
tual obligation  did  not  exist,  when,  in  the  same 
act,  they  were  destroying  ten  years*  interest  of 
one-third  of  the  principal,  where  the  most  express 
obligation  did  exist,  and  where  the  claim  was  also 
founded  in  the  strictest  equity  ?  This  increase  of 
the  debt,  and  funding  at  three  per  cent,  appears 
not  to  have  been  calculated  for  the  profit,  nor  at 
the  request  of  the  public  creditor ;  for  what  they 

fain  in  the  one  hand  they  lose  in  the  other.  Nor 
oes  it  operate  as  a  gain  to  the  United  Stotes.  If 
we  may  judge  of  ite  object  by  ite  effects,  we  may 
observe  that,  by  receiving  the  indents  redeemed 
by  the  States,  an  increase  of  revenue  becomes  ne- 
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cessary,  and  the  States  become  like  pensioners  to 
Congress  for  the  annual  amount  they  are  to  re- 
ceive. Thus  the  revenue  must  be  the  greater  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  conduct  it,  and  the  indi- 
vidual States  must  be  dependent  on, the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  for  the  means  of  their  sup- 
port. Foreigners  may  make  reprisals  if  they  are 
not  paid;  nor  does  the  support  of  their  Govern- 
ment depend  upon  it.  But  this  is  not  the  case 
with  dependent  States.  We  know  several  of  the 
States  are  in  this  way  entitled  to  a  greater  annu- 
ity than  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  their  Go- 
vernments, and  the  people  are  in  the  habit  of  living 
wholly  free  of  State  tsizes;  while,  to  accomplish  this 
strange  state  of  things,  the  debt  of  the  Union  is  in- 
creased, obnoxious  revenues  are  rendered  necessary, 
ministerial  influence,  speculation,  and  consequent 
depravity,  are  advanced. 

With  respect  to  the  dangerous  effects  which  the 
irredeemable  principle  and  unnecessary  increase 
of  funded  capital  will  have  upon  the  genius  of  our 
Government,  and  the  interests  of  posterity,  this 
subject  has  been  investigated  with  too  much  abili- 
ty by  the  gentlemen  who  were  up  before  me  in 
support  of  the  amendment,  that  1  will  not  now 
detain  the  Committee  with  any  thoughts  upon  it, 
but  will  conclude  with  observing,  that,  having 
proved  that  the  irredeemable  principle,  which  the 
amendment  is  designed  to  correct,  is  not  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, and  that,  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution, 
cannot  be  obligatory  on  any  future  Congress,  but  is 
delusory  in  its  nature,  and  calculated  to  promote 
speculation  and  a  transfer  of  the  debt  to  foreigners ; 
and  that  the  increase  of  funded  debt  created  in  the 
Funding  System  was  not  necessary  from  the  origin- 
al obligation,  nor  profitable  to  the  public  creditors, 
but  calculated  for  dangerous  speculating  and  politi- 
cal purposes.  I  will  sit  down,  with  expressing  a 
wish  that,  by  adopting  the  amendment,  we  will  pre- 
vent the  worst  effects  of  the  Funding  System  from 
bejiiff  further  extended. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 


Saturday,  March  31. 

Mr.  LrvERMORE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  in  addition  to  on  act,  entitled  '*  An 
act  to  jDrovide  for  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
River  Ohio ;"  which  was  received,  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  ViRiHG,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  compensate  the  Corporation  of 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Grammar  School  and  Aca- 
demy of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages  done  to,  the  said 
school,  during  the  late  war;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

**  Whereas,  by  seyeral  docaments  and  papers  eommu- 
oicated  in  pureuanoe  of  a  resolve  of  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  it  appears  that  Nicholas  Ruzton  Moore  re- 
ceived, from  the  Treasurer  of  that  State,  on  the  24th 
day  of  November  last,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 


forty-two  pounds  eight  shilliogs  and  three  peoee«  car- 
rent  money  of  the  said  State,  the  amount  of  a  judg- 
ment rendered  against  him  in  the  General  Court  of  the 
same  State,  on  account  of  hones  purchased  fbr  the  dm 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war ;  and  that  the 
claim  of  the  said  State,  by  the  payment  albreMid.  bath 
not  been  credited  in  the  accounts  of  the  sane  with  the 
United  SUtes: 

**JU9ohed,  That  the  proper  officers  of  tlie  Tnaamj 
be  authorised,  and  the^  are  hereby  directed,  to  sdjut 
and  settle  the  said  claim  with  the  Agent  of  the  State 
aforesaid,  any  limitation  in  the  acts  of  Oongrcas  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding :" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Senet,  Mr.  Gerrt,  and  Mr.  Sumttek;  thit 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

A  representation  and  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Commonwealth  of  Maaaaehusetts 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
that  the  General  Goyemment  will  assume  the 
balance  of  the  debt  of  the  said  State.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
subject  of  the  Public  Debt 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Coin- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Debt. 

Mr.  Gerrt  offered  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  urged  the  justice  and  sound  policy  of 
completing  a  business  which  had,  for  reasons  well 
known,  been  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  but  which 
equity  and  precedent  now  called  on  Congress  to 
finish. 

Mr.  Clark  was  opposed  to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Hartley. — After  so  long  a  discussion,  mj 
attempting  to  take  up  any  ereat  length  of  time 
would  not  be  excusable ;  but  1  consider  it  my  duty 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to  some  expres- 
sions and  obseryations  used  against  tbe  Constita- 
tion  and  operation  of  this  Goyemment ;  and  give 
a  few  reasons  why  I  shall  now  yote  for  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration.  It  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  take  into  yiew  the  principles  upon  which 
the  Constitution  was  framed;  they  were  fully 
examined  in  tbe  General  Convention,  as  well  as 
in  the  seyeral  State  ConyenUons,  and  stood  the 
test  of  tbe  strictest  scrutiny.  They  are  favorable 
to  liberty  and  justice.  As  to  the  operation  of  the 
Government,  we  may  best  understand  it  by  con- 
trasting the  state  of  America  at  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  with  that  of  the  present  day. 
At  the  former  period,  our  credit  as  United  States 
of  America  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Few  of  the  indi- 
yiduals  of  foreign  countries  would  giye  credit  to 
the  individuals  of  this.  The  capital  of  Europe 
would  not  be  trusted  in  America;  they  doubted 
our  justice  as  well  as  our  Goyemment ;  there  was 
scarcely  any  credit  given  to  individuals  here;  s 
uniyersal  distrust  preyailed.  Agriculture  lan- 
guished; the  farmer  diffident,' he  had  lost  his  con- 
fidence ;  the  great  spur  to  industry  was  wanting. 
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No  ships  on  our  stocks,  few  Tessels  in  our  harbors, 
commerce  decayed ;  the  vital  spirit  lost  I  might 
say  more;  but  I  will  turn  from  a  disagreeable 
scene  to  one  more  pleasing. 

What  18  oar  present  state  f  The  credit  of  our 
GoTemment  is  as  good  as  that  of  any  country. 
Individuals  of  all  nations  will  trust  the  individu* 
lis  of  America.  Individuals  here  (until  a  late 
unfortunate  bubble  or  abuse  of  credit,  arising  from 
bad  men  or  bad  management,  and  which  will  pos- 
sibly only  do  hurt  for  the  moment)  gave  full 
credit  to  each  other  as  fiir  as  their  capital  ex- 
tended, as  well  in  the  city  as  in  the  country,  and 
confidence  prevailed.  Agriculture,  where  the  peo- 
ple are  industrious  and  apply  their  attention  to 
the  nusin^  of  those  articles  which  are  most  in 
demand,  is  in  the  highest  improvement  ever 
known  here  before.  I  can  speak  with  confidence 
of  the  State  I  live  in.  The  idle  and  indolent  can 
expect  no  great  success  in  an  art  which  depends 
upon  the  steady  hand  of  industry.  There  are 
ships  on  the  stocks  in  everv  part  where  there  are 
ship-builders  and  materials.  The  tonnage  list 
will  evidence  the  mighty  increase  of  the  Ameri- 
can shipping;  it  has  far  exceeded  the  most  san- 
guine expectation.  Several  of  the  first  merchants 
state  your  commerce  in  a  most  respectable  «tua- 
tion,  far  beyond  any  other  period.  Indeed,  the 
returns  from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Tr^uory  show 
how  great  our  imports  and  how  vast  our  exports. 
In  point  of  justice,  our  reputation  stands  high 
with  the  world :  our  courts  will  do  justice.  Pray 
what  foundation  for  those  strong  assertions  which 
hare  been  made  against  the  Constitution  and  the 
Government? 

As  to  the  Funding  System,  I  shall  say  little  at 
present  I  much  doubt  if  it  deserv^  the  hard 
names  which  have  been  given  it  Abuses  will 
be  committed  in  all  countries;  no  human  plan 
can  be  secure  against  them.  The  assumption  of 
the  State  debts  was  fully  considered  upon  a  former 
occasion.  Several  of  us  wished  to  fund  the  debt  of 
the  Union  alone :  many  gentlemen  of  the  South, 
when  we  came  to  look  for  ways  and  means,  voted 
against  us,  and  the  Eastern  Ilepresentatives  were 
always  ready  to  join  in  defeating  us,  unless  the  as- 
snmption  of  State  debts  also  took  place. 

The  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  funding  the  debt  of  the  Union  alone  ;  but  the 
Senate  sent  it  back,  with  an  amendment,  assuming 
State  debts  to  a  certain  amount  After  much  ar- 
gument, the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  agreed, 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  Justice  was 
nearly  done  to  some  States ;  others  do  complain, 
and  I  think  Rhode  Island  with  much  reason. 

I  could  have  wished  that  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States  had  been 
settled.  But  I  will  give  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
plain so  much  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  this 
House,  (if  they  are  able,)  when  the  blanks  are  to 
be  filled  up  in  the  bill,  that  the  sums  they  demand 
we  reasonable,  and  are  intended  to  give  relief  to 
the  people  of  their  States,  I  will  vote  for  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  FiiTDLBT,  in  answer,  said :  If  I  am  not  al- 
together so  elated  with  our  present  prosperity  and 


resources  as  my  worthy  colleague,  who  has  just 
sat  down,  I  assure  you  I  am  not  desponding.  I 
think  our  resources  are  competent,  and  our  cir- 
cumstances not  depressed;  the  great  industry  of 
our  citizens,  and  the  great  demand  and  high  price 
for  our  produce  in  foreign  markets,  which  took 
place  about  two  years  ago,  gave  a  spring  to  our 
wealth  and  industry,  and  furnished  ample  resources 
to^  Government ;  our  feelings  have  not  been  pierced 
with  the  cries  of  general  distress,  until  very 
lately,  through  the  abuse  of  the  novel  principles 
introduced  in  the  Funding  System.  But  though 
r  rejoice  with  the  gentleman  in  the  sufficiency 
of  our  means,  yet  I  consider  ourselves  in  the 
situation  of  an  unexperienced  heir^  newly  come 
to  the  enjoyment  of  a  great  estate,  who,  being 
dazzled  with  his  own  splendor,  and  confident 
of  his  means,  sets  about  spending  without  system 
or  principles,  and  gets  embarra^ed  before  he  ia 
aware.  We  are  told,  that  the  principle  of  assuming 
the  State  debts  is  already  admitted  by  the  last 
Congress,  therefore  it  ought  to  be  completed 
now;  we  are  just  told,  too,  that  it  was  fully 
considered  there.  I  ask,  then,  why  was  not  the 
business  fully  completed  at  that  time?  If  it  was 
not,  then  what  good  reason  can  be  given  for  car- 
rying it  further  now  f  Is  there  any  new  discovery 
of  better  rules  to  apportion  by  ?  or  is  the  distress 
of  the  States  who  have  yet  some  unassnmed  debt, 
as  pressing  as  when  they  had  to  bear  the  burden 
of  three  or  four  millions  more  than  now?  Gen- 
tlemen know,  that  the  length  this  business  baa 
gone  already,  has  given  great  uneawness  to  those 
States  who  made  the  greatest  exertions  to  extin- 
guish their  own  debts,  and  to  whose  circumstances 
and  feelings  the  resources  applied  to  the  assumed 
debts  of  the  States,  are  distressing  and  disagree- 
able. For  what  purpose  are  the  Commissioners 
employed  in  acljusting  the  accounts  between  the 
individual  States  and  the  United  States,  if  the 
whole  of  the  State  debts  were  to  be  assumed  pre- 
vious to  that  settlement?  We  know  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  vested  with  powers  to  compel  delin- 
quent States  to  do  justice,  and  that  if  ever  justice 
is  done  to  those  States  who  have  extinguished 
their  own  debt,  it  must  be  by  increasing  of  the 
general  revenue  in  proportion  to  the  money  Con- 
gress will  have  to  pay  to  those  States ;  and  it  is  an 
unjustifiable  and  dangerous  policy  to  draw  the 
money  from  the  people  with  one  hand,  to  pay  it  to 
the  State  Governments  with  the  other. 

I  have  such  information  as  I  can  depend  noon, 
that  the  Commissioners  will  report  upon  the  final 
settlement  of  the  State  debts,  in  tne  course  of 
next  winter;  and  the  resolution  before  the  Com- 
mittee makes  no  provision  for  interest  until  after 
the  year  1792.  Why  then  Udce  this  further  leap 
in  the  dark,  when  those  States  who  will  be  actu- 
ally entitled  to  it,  will  be  as  soon  relieved,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  justice,  as  they  would  be 
by  distributing  the  public  property  in  this  manner, 
by  the  rule  of  thumb  ? 

I  always  thought  the  assumption  of  the  Stato 
debts  a  measure  which  the  Constitution  did  not 
contemplate,  and  which  had  a  tendency  to  sow 
the  seeds  of  discontent  in  many  parts  of  Uie  United 
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States;  and  now  it  is  argued  that  the  precedent 
beinff  set  by  the  last  Congress,  we  ou^ht  to  copy 
it  I  admit  of  no  principles  of  infallibility  in  Con- 
gress: and  if  precedents  produce  an  obligation, 
we  ought  to  be  the  more  careful  not  to  strengthen 
them,  by  repeating  such  as  are  improper  or 
doubtful.  The  only  plausible  reason  for  assum- 
ing the  State  debts  in  the  Ust  Congress  so  fiu", 
was  to  ease  the  burden  of  such  States  as  had 
been  most  backward  in  providing  for  their  re- 
spective debts,  so  as  that  they  might  be  able  to 
provide  for  what  remained  until  the  accounts 
would  be  settled,  and  to  make  some  provision  for 
the  States  who  had  done  much  to  extinguish  their 
debt,  as  a  security  that  the  debts  would  be  brought 
to  a  final  settlement  Certainly  those  States,  at 
whose  desire  and  for  whose  convenience  so  much 
has  been  done,  ought  to  have  a  little  more  mode- 
ration. 

ICr.  Madisoh  observed,  that  a  great  deal  had 
been  said  to  prove  that  the  General  Government 
is  under  obligation  to  provide  for  the  debts  of  the 
individual  States.  The  eentlemen  who  maintain 
this  opinion  have  not  shown  that  the  creditors 
themselves  ever  entertained  an  idea  that  they 
should  look  to  the  United  States  for  payment  of 
those  debta  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  new  Con- 
stitution varies  the  situation  of  the  creditors ;  they 
stand  precisely  on  the  same  ground  they  did  un- 
der the  old  Confederation.  He  (Mr.  ML)  denied 
that  in  the  former  assumption,  the  creditors  of 
the  individual  States  were  considered  in  the  same 
point  of  light  as  the  creditors  of  the  Continent, 
and  for  the  truth  of  this,  he  appealed  to  the 
law  itself  ''making  provision  for  the  public 
debt" 

The  proposition  now  before  the  Committee  he 
considered  as  unjust,  as  it  would  place  some  of 
the  States  which  had  made  no  exertions  to  dis- 
charge its  debts,  in  a  more  eligible  situation  than 
those  which  had  made  the  greatest  exertions  to 
effect  that  object  He  denied  that  the  first  assump- 
tion had  been  generally  approved,  or  had  been 
acouiesced  in,  and  adverted  to  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia  on  the 
subject ;  papers  are  on  the  table  to  show  the  truth 
of  what  IS  now  asserted :  he  added,  that  he  was 
sorry  to  find  that  no  more  attention  had  been  paid 
to  those  papers.  Mr.  IL  then  noticed  the  state  of 
imports  and  exports  firom  the  several  States,  to 
show  the  unequal  operation  of  the  assumption  as 
it  affects  those  States,  particularly  Virginia,  which 
pays  so  great  an  over-proportion  of  the  interest  on 
the  debts  of  some  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Gbret  stated  a  variety  of  instances  to  show 
that  the  debts  of  the  individual  States  were  al- 
ways considered  as  founded  ultimately  on  the 
faith  of  the  Union ;  that  the  creditors  had  taken 
the  paper  of  the  States  on  that  idea;  that  the 
States  were  considered  as  agents  for  the  United 
States:  and,  on  this  principle,  the  contracts  for 
supplies  and  services  on  a  Continental  account 
had  been  made,  without  which  the  war  must  have 
ceased,  and  the  subjugiation  of  the  United  States 
have  followed.  Mr.  G.  remarked  on  the  partiality 
and  evident  injustice  of  leaving  the  possessors  of 


the  remainder  of  the  State  debts  totally  unpro- 
vided for. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  this  proposition 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  33  to  25,  but  was 
eventually  lost 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  had  leave  to  at 
again. 


MoNDAT,  April  2. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  Re- 
turns of  Duties  arising  on  Imports  and  Tonnage 
within  the  United  States,  for  one  year,  ending  the 
80th  of  September;  also,  a  Return  of  Exports 
within  the  same  period.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  abstract  returns  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  also  the  abstract  of  exports 
from  the  United  States  to  foreign  countries,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House,  in  the  course  of  this  ses- 
sion, the  quantity  and  value  of  the  exports  from 
each  State,  anything  in  the  order  of  the  10th  of 
November  last  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Mliole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Debt;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
again  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon,  as  follow : 

**  Beiolved,  Thtii  the  term  for  reoeiviog  oo  loan  thai 
part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States  vbidi 
yet  remains  unsubscribed,  be  extended  to  the  first  dsy 
of  -— *—  next,  on  the  same  terms  as  was  provided  by 
the  act  making  provision  for  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

"  JUtolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  unsubscribed  part  of  the 
domestic  debt  of  the  United  SUtes,  to  the  first  day  of 
,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety—-! 
oo  like  terms  as  was  prorided  by  the  act  aforesaid. 

**IU»olved^  That  the  term  for  receiving  on  loan  that 
part  of  the  debt  of  the  individual  States  assumed  by  tbs 
iTnited  States,  yet  unsubscribed,  be  extended  to  the  fini 
day  of  — — —  next,  on  the  same  terms  as  is  provided 
by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  public  debt 

**  lUiolved,  That  a  subscription  for  a  farther  loan  ia 
the  debts  of  the  individual  States  be  opened  and  con- 
tinued to  the  first  day  of next,  not  to  exceed  io 

the  whole  ■  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  proportions 

following :  that  is  to  say,  [Here  enumerating  the  seversl 
Statea]  Provided,  That  the  interest  on  such  loan  shall 
not  be  iMvable  before  the  — ^  day  '  '.  And 
provided,  That  when  the  sum  to  be  assumed  for  any 
State  shall  not  be  subscribed  by  the  holders  of  any  of 
the  evidences  in  which  the  same  is  made  receivable,  tbs 
State  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  interest  on  the 
r^idue. 

*^Re9olvedt  That  the  subscriptions  to  the  aforesaid 
loans  in  State  debt,  be  payable  in  such  certificates,  bills, 
notes,  and  evidences  of  debt  whatsoever,  as  shall  have 
been  issued  by  the  respectiTe  Slates,  and  by  the  several 
Commissioners  of  Loans  of  the  United  States,  on  so- 
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ooaut  of  the  ozeeases  of  the  same  subscribed  in  certain 
Ststes  beyond  the  sums  heretofore  aasnmed  for  sueh 
States :  Provided,  That  no  snch  certificates,  Ixlls,  notes, 
or  evidences  of  debts  of  the  respective  States,  shall  be 
receiyahle  npon  the  said  loan,  which,  from  the  tenor 
tbereoi;  from  any  public  record,  act,  or  documeot,  shall 
ippear  or  can  m  ascertained  to  haye  been  issued  for 
purposes  irrelative  to  compensations  and  expenditures 
for  services  or  snpplies  towards  the  prosecntioa  of  the 
late  war,  and  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
KHDC  part  thereof  during  the  same ;  but  this  shall  not 
be  construed  to  exclude  aor  certificate,  bill,  note,  or 
erideDce  of  debt,  which  shaU  have  been  issued  in  Ueu 
or  on  account  of  any  other  certificate,  bill,  note,  or  evi* 
deuce  of  debt,  which  was  itself  issued  in  relation  to 
toch  compensations  and  expenditures. 

^'Reiolved,  That  the  debt  due  to  certain  foreign  offi- 
cers, the  interest  whereon  is  payable  at  the  house  of 
Oraiid,  in  Parts,  be  discharged  out  of  any  moneys  ob- 
tsiaed  on  loan  by  the  President  of  Uie  United  States, 
io  virtue  of  the  act  making  provision  for  the  public 
debt,  which  jnay  now  be  unappropriated. 

"  JUtolvedt  That  the  interest  on  so  much  of  the  do- 
mestic debt  as  has  been  or  may  be  purchased  for  the 
United  States,  or  as  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
and  80  much  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  tbe  interest  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt  as  shall 
be  over  and  above  what  may  be  sufficient  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  interest,  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt.  The  said  funds  to  be 
Applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid  by  the  Commissioners 
hereafter  mentioned,  under  the  approbation  of  tbe  Pre 
flident  of  the  United  States. 

"  Retolved,  That be  Commissioners  for  the 

purposes  aforesaid,  and  that  a  precise  account  of  all  the 
debts  redeemed,  and  of  all  purchases  by  them  made,  be 

hud  before  the  Legislature  within months  after 

its  first  meeting  in  every  year." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lutions ;  and  toe  first  resolution  being  twice  read, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
to  amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  fallow* 
ing  words : 

"  Except  that  condition  in  the  act  which  renders  the 
debt  so  far  subscribed  subject  to  redemption  by  pay- 
ments not  ezeeeding,  in  one  year,  on  account  of  both 
principal  and  interest,  a  proportion  of  eight  dollars  upon 
tbe  hundred,  on  any  certificate  which  shall  be  issued 
sooording  to  the  terms  therein  specified;  which  con- 
dition, so  £sr  as  it  relates  to  any  plart  of  the  debt  which 
may  hereafter  be  subscribed,  sliall  be  abolished :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  30,  as 
follows : 

TtAs. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  William  B. 
Giles,  Andrew  Oregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitcheli, 
John  W.  Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James  Madison, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Hurray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jere- 
miah Smith.  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abra- 
bam  Yenabie,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
ido,  Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Boame,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Gkxxlhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Laurance, 
Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon, 


Frederick  Autt.  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadaworth,  and  Ar- 
temaa  Ward. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  first  resolution,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  and  third  reaolutions  were  then 
severally  read)  and  on  the  question  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
said  resolutions  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  April  3. 

Mr.  LiTERMORB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Illinois  and  Wa- 
bash Land  Companies,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  lists 
of  sundry  petitions  returned  to  ^his  House,  pursu* 
ant  to  an  order  of  the  27th  of  last  month ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solutions reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  yesterday,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Public  Debt. 
Whereupon,  the  fourth  resolution  having  been  read, 
in  the  words  following : 

**Re$ol9ed,  That  a  snbicription  for  a  further  loan  in 
the  debts  of  the  individual  States  be  opened  and  con- 
tinued until  the  first  day  of •  next,  not  to  exceed 

in  the  whole  ■  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  propor- 
tions following :  that  is  to  say,  in  the  debt  uf  New  Hamp- 
Bhire,  ■  ;  [and  enumerating  all  the  other  States.] 
Provided,  That  the  interest  on  such  loan  shall  not  be 
payable  before  the day  of :  And  provi- 
ded, That  when  the  snm  to  be  assumed  for  an^  State 
shall  not  be  subscribed  by  the  holders  of  the  evidences 
in  which  the  same  is  made  receivable,  the  State  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  interest  on  the  residue :" 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put 
to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  after  the  words 
**  individual  States,"  these  wor£ :  **  whether  dis- 
charged by  the  said  States  respectively  since  the 
treaty  of  peace,  or  undischarged :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  22,  nays  30,  as 
follows : 

YxAs.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  William  R  Giles,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Saml 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  F. 
Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Joeiah  Parker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jona- 
than Sturges,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Natbl— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  E;gbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudiuot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  Fitasimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholaa 
Gilman,  Benjamin  Ckodhue,  James  Gordon,  William 
Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel 
Huger,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learn- 
ed, Frederick  Aug.  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray, 
John  Pago,  The<More  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  John 
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Steele,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  TluLtdier,  Tbomai  Tu- 
dor Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadrsrorth,  Artemas  Ward*  and 
Alexander  White. 

And  then  the  main  qneition  being  put,  that  the 
Hoofle  do  agree  to  the  said  fourth  resolutidn,  it 
paaaed  in  the  negative — jeaa  26,  n&ys  29,  as  Ibllovs : 

TsAt. — Fiaher  Amesi  Robert  Barnwell,  ISgbert  Ben- 
son, mias  Boudinot,  Sheariaehub  Bourne,  Benj.  Bounie, 
Thomas  Fitssimooa,  Elbridge  Qerry,  Benjamin  Ooodhue, 
James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  hartley, 
Dan'l  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Lauranoe,  Amasa  Learn- 
ed, Nathaniel  Maooo,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  WUliam  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter 
Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Olark,  William  Findley,  William  B. 
Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Hillbouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Eitchell,  John 
W.  Eittera,  Richard  &  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James 
Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  William 
Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Ntles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Par 
ker,  Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sberidine,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Abraham  VenaUe,  AlezV  White, 
and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  oonsideration  of  the 
nid  resolutionB  be  postponed  antil  to-morrow. 


WSDNKSDAT,  April  4. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solutions reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  last,  on  the  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Public 
Debt.  Whereupon,  the  fifth  resolution  having 
been  read,  in  the  words  following : 

**  Retolved,  That  the  subscriptions  to  the  aforesaid 
loans  in  State  debt  be  payable  in  such  certificates,  bills, 
notes,  and  evidences  or  debt,  whatsoever,  as  shall  have 
been  issued  by  the  respective  States  and  by  the  several 
Commissioners  of  Loans  of  the  United  States,  on  ac- 
count of  the  excesses  of  the  sums  subscribed  in  certain 
States  beyond  the  sums  heretofore  assumed  for  such 
States:  Provided,  That  no  such  certificates,  bills,  notes, 
or  evidences  of  debt,  of  the  respective  States,  shall  be 
receivable  upon  the  said  loan,  which,  from  the  tenor 
ttiereof,  or  from  any  public  record,  act,  or  document, 
shall  appear  or  can  be  ascertained  to  have  beta  issued 
for  purposes  irrelative  to  compensations  and  expendi- 
tures, for  services  or  supplies  towards  the  prosecution 
of  the  late  war  and  the  defence  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  some  part  thereof  during  the  same ;  but  this  shall 
not  be  construed  to  exclude  anv  certificate,  bill,  note, 
or  evidence  of  debt,  which  shall  have  been  issued  in 
lieu  or  on  account  of  any  other  certificate,  bill,  note,  or 
evidence  of  debt,  which  was  itself  issued  in  relation  to 
such  compensations  and  expenditures." 

The  question  was  put  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  same,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  sixth,  seven tn,  and  eighth  resolutions  were 
severally  twice  read ;  and  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  W^e^  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  first,  second,  fourth,  sixth,  seventh, 
and  eighth  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Fitzsimons, 
Mr.  I^URANCE,  Mr.  SLey,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr. 


Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  do  prepove  and  bring  in 
the  same. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

**  Tliat  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  last  ip- 
pointed,  to  report  a  provision  for  a  loan  of  the  remakh 
mg  debts  of  the  individuid  States  :** 


The  said  motion  was  objected  to,  as  ont  of  order. 
Whereupon,  the  Speakeb  declared  the  said  motion 
not  to  be  in  order;  from  which  decision  of  the 
Chair,  an  appeal  being  made  by  two  members  to 
the  judgment  of  the  House,  and  the  question  taken, 
**Is  the  said  motion  in  order?"  it  passed  in  the 
negative ;  and  so  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  to  ascertain  the  boundary  of  a  tract  of  land 
purchased  by  John  Qeves  Symmes,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  tbey  desire  the  ooncorrence 
of  this  House. 

On  motion, 

Iteeolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  proper  officer*  to 
lay  before  this  House  such  papers  of  a  public  na- 
ture, in  the  Executive  Department,  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  late  ex^dition  under  Major  Gene- 
ral St.  Clair. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  FitzsiHONS,  Mr.  Giles,  and 
Mr.  Steele,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States  with  the  fore- 
going resolution. 

GENERAL  NATHANIEL  GREENE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse 
on  the  24th  of  February  last,  to  indemnify  the 
estate  of  the  late  General  Nathaniel  Oreene  for  s 
certain  suretyship  entered  into  by  the  said  Na- 
thaniel Greene,  in  his  lifetime,  on  the  public  be- 
half. Whereupon,  the  said  resolution  being  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows : 

**  Whereas  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene, 
on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1788,  the  more  effectually  to 
procure  ratume  and  supplies  for  the  Southern  Army  of 
the  United  States,  became  bound  as  surety  for  Jobn 
Banks  &  Coi,  to  Newoomen  A  Collet,  mmhants  in 
Charleston,  for  the  payment  of  £8,748  15a  6d.,  sterling 
money,  being  the  condition  of  the  said  bond : 

"•  And  whereas,  cm  the  1st  of  May,  1786,  the  bahmce 
of  principal  and  interest  of  said  bond,  being  then 
£8,688  6s.  sterling,  was  paid  by  the  said  General 
Greene :    Therefore, 

*'  Reiolved,  That  the  United  States  shall  indemnify 
the  estate  of  the  said  General  Greene  for  the  said  sum 
last  mentioned,  and  the  interest  thereof  or  for  such  snm 
as,  upon  due  investigation  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasnry 
of  the  transactions  between  John  Banks  A  Co..  witn 
Messrs.  Newcomen  ^  Collet,  in  which  General  Greene 
was  security  for  the  said  Banks  dk  Ca,  it  shall  appear 
that  neither  General  Greene  nor  his  executors  shall 
have  received  any  payment  or  compensation  £>r :  Pf^ 
videdt  The  Executors  of  the  said  General  Greene  ihall 
account  for  a  sum,  being  about  £2,000,  be  the  same 
more  or  less,  reoovereii  by  John  Ferrie,  one  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  said  John  Banks  dc  Ca,  to  be  in  part  of  the 
indemnification  Aforesaid  ;  and  also  sliall  make  over  fur 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  all  mortgages,  hoods,  co- 
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▼cmuiti,  or  other  coanter  securitiet  whatsoever,  now 
due,  which  were  dbtained  by  the  laid  Oeoeral  Oreene^ 
io  hit  lifetime,  from  the  said  Banks  A  Oo^  oo  aoeount 
of  bit  being  surety  for  them  as  aforesaid,  to  be  saed  for 
in  the  name  of  the  said  executoci,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States." 

The  preTioos  queatlon  thereon  was  called  for  by 
five  members,  to  wit :  **  Shall  the  main  question,  to 
agree  to  the  said  resolution,  be  now  put?'*  And 
on  the  previous  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question 
be  DOW  put?'*  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
And  then  the  main  question,  **That  the  House 
do  sgjee  to  the  said  resolution?"  being  put,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  29,  nays  26, 
as  follows : 

Yeas.— Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Btmwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jsmiD  Boame,  William  Findley,  Thofnas  FitMirooos, 
Elbridge  Oerry,  Andrew  Greggl  Thomas  Hartley,  Da- 
niel Heister,  Philip  Kev,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lau- 
ranoe,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel 
liivennore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William 
Vans  Morray,  John  Page,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Upton 
Sheridine,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Qeoige 
Thatcher,  John  Vmiog,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

Katb. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Klias  Boudioot,  John 
Browo,  Abraham  Clark,  William  R  Giles,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhae,  James  Gordon,  William 
Barry  Grove,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
Kiles,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Pe- 
ter SjWe^ter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Artemaa  Ward,  Alex- 
ander White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Liver- 
xoRB,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Barkwbll,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  *'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt" 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Senet,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  motion  relative  to  a  certain  claim  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  made  a  report,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Bill  to  compensate  the 
Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Grsmroar 
School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages 
done  to,  the  said  school  during  the  kte  war ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  re- 
snmed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Bourne,  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
bill  under  condderation,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BouDiHOT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled 
"  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  compensation  for 
the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and 


witnesses,"  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  grant  and 
conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Com- 
pany of  Associates,  on  the  terms  therein  ex- 
pressed; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Thursday,  April  5. 

^An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  the  Corpora- 
tion of  IVustees  of  the  Public  Grammar  School  snd 
Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
for  the  occupation  of,  and  damages  done  to,  the  said 
school,  during  the  late  war,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  '*  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt'*  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late 
Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene  for  a  certain  bond 
entered  into  by  him,  for  the  public  service,  during 
the  late  war ;  which  was  received,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  memorial  of  Anthony 
Walton  White,  which  was  made  on  the  2lRt  day  of 
February,  1791.  Whereupon,  so  much  of  the  said 
report  being  read  as  proposes — 

**  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  paper  currency,  advanced  by  the  memorialist 
for  the  support  of  his  regiment  of  cavalry,  during  the 
late  war,  should  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  memo- 
rialist at  its  specie  value,  on  the  final  settlement  of  his 
public  accounts,  either  with  the  State  of  Virginia  or 
the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr. 
BouDiNOT,  Mr.  '■  MooRB,  and  Mr.  Sumpter,  with 
instruction  to  report  thereon  by  way  of  bill  or 
bills. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  grant 
and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  the  Ohio  Com- 
pany of  Associates,  on  the  terms  therein  expressed ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mublenbero  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  there- 
to ;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That-  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act 
to  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  a  tract  of  land  pur- 
chased by  John  Cleves  Symmes ;"  and  the  same 
being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  relative  to  supplies  necessary  for 
the  ensuing  year;    and,  after  some  time  spent 
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therein,  the  Committee  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  resolution  that 
Congress  will  adjourn  on  Tuesday,  the  17th  of 
April  instant,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompanying  his 
report  on  the  subject  of  compensations  to  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  pursuant 
to  an  order  of  the  18th  of  January,  1791 ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  *'  An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the 
I>oorkeepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  ;**  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  sud  bill,  together  with  the  amendments, 
was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pre^dent  of  the 
United  States  returning  to  the  House  the  bill  passed 
by  the  two  Houses  entitled  "  An  act  for  an  Appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,"  and  pre- 
sented to  the  President  for  his  approbation  on  Mon- 
day, the  26th  of  March  ;  to  which  bill  the  President 
having  made  objections,  the  said  objections  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  at  large  on  the 
Journal,  as  follows : 

**  United  States,  April  5,  1792. 
**  Gentlemen  of  the  ffouae  of  Repreeentativen : 

"  I  have  maturely  considered  the  act  passed  by  the 
two  Houses  entitled  <  An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  first  Enumeration;*  and  I  return  it  to  vour  House, 
wherein  it  originated,  with  the  following 'obiections: 

"  First  The  Constitution  has  prescribeid  that  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  apportioned  among  tlie  several  States 
according  to  their  respective  numbers;  and  there  is  no 
one  proportion  or  divisor  which,  applied  to  the  respec- 
tive numbers  of  the  States,  will  yield  the  number  and 
allotment  of  Representatives  proposed  by  the  bill. 

'*  Second.  The  Constitution  has  also  provided  that 
the  number  of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for 
every  thirty  thousand ;  which  restriction  is  by  the  con- 
text, and  by  fair  and  obvious  construction,  to  be  applied 
to  the  separate  and  respective  numbers  of  the  States ; 
and  the  bill  has  allotted  to  eight  of  the  States  more 
than  one  for  every  thirty  thousand. 

"G.  WASHINGTON." 

Beaolted^  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the 
reconsideration  of  the  said  bill,  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


Fridat,  April  6. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  grant   and 
conveyance  of  certain  Unds  to  the  Ohio  Company 


of  Associates,  according  to  the  terms  therem  ex- 
pressed, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMONS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  received,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

INDEMNITT  TO  GENERAL  GREENE 

A  bill  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the  late  Msjor 
General  Nathaniel  Greene  for  a  certain  bond  en- 
tered into  by  him,  for  the  public  service,  during 
the  late  war,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  oo 
a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  said  bill  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  first  Monday  in  August  next,  it  passed  in  th« 
negative — ^yeas  17,  nays  45,  as  follows : 

Teas. — John  Baptist  Ashe.  Abraham  Clark,  Willism 
E  Giles,  William  Barry  Grove,  Aaron  Kitcbell,  Naths- 
niel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Cornelias 
C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jobo 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomu 
Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Hugh  WilliamMxi. 

NATa — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Shearjashub  Bourae,  Benjs* 
min  Bourne,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilxnaa,  Beojs- 
min  Gkxxihue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg.  Samuel 
Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hill- 
house,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Joho 
W.  Eittera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  lUchsrd 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Liverniore,  John  Fraads  Mercer. 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Upton  Sheridine,  Israel  Smith,  WiUiam 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Peter  Svlvester,Geoi]^  lli&tdh 
er,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wsds- 
worth,  Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis 
Willia 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill  passed 
by  the  two  Houses  entitled  *'  An  act  for  an  Appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  among  the  sevenl 
States,  according  to  the  first  Enumeration,'^  which 
was  presented  for  approbation  on  Monday,  the  26tb 
of  March,  and  returned  by  the  President  yesterdsj, 
with  objections. 

The  said  bill  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

"An  act  for  an  Apportionment  of  Representatires 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first  Enu- 
meration. 

**  Be  it  enacted  6y  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Bepreaente- 
tiven  ofVie  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreta  ojsfsi- 
bledt  That,  from  and  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three, 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  oompcMcd 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  elected  within 
the  several  States  aooordmg  to  the  following  sp- 
portionroent,  that  is  to  say :  within  the  State  of  Kev 
HamfMliire,  five ;  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  six 
teen ;  within  the  State  of  Vermont,  three;  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  within  the  State  of  Coonecticot, 
eight ;  within  the  State  of  New  York,  eleven ;  within  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  six ;  within  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, fourteen ;  within  the  State  of  Delaware,  tvo ; 
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▼ithia  the  State  of  Maryland,  oIdo  ;  within  the  State 
of  Yirginia,  twenty-one ;  within  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
two ;  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  twelve ;  within 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  seven ;  and  within  the  State 
of  Georgia,  two. 

"JONATHAN  TRUMBULL, 
"  Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  RepretentoHveM, 

-JOHN  ADAMS, 
"  Vice  PretideiU  U,  8.  and  PrfndfitH  of  SenaU,"* 

The  President's  objections  were  also  read ;  and, 
after  debate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  bill, 
the  question  "  That  the  House,  on  reconsideration, 
do  agree  to  pass  the  bill,"  was  determined  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  28,  nays 
33— as  follows : 

Yeas.— Fisher  Ames,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheariashub 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas 
FiUsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  Israel  Ja- 
cobs, Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance, 
Amaaa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Cornelius  0.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jere- 
mish  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tredwell.  John  Viniug,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
aod  Artemaa  Ward. 

NATa-^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Rob- 
ert Barnwell,  John  Brown,  William  Findley,  William 
B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wul  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger, 
PhiUp  Key.  Richard  Bland  Lee.  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison.  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Seney.  Upton 
Sheridine,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable.  Alexander  White,  Hugh  William- 
lOQ,  and  Francis  Willis. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected,  two-thirds  of 
the  House  not  agreeing  to  pass  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and 
support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  relative  to  supplies  for  the  ensu- 
ing year;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  first  and  disagree  to 
the  last  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Con- 


Satubdat,  April  7. 

The  Spiakbr  laid  before  the  Howie  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompanying  sun- 
dry petitions  which  were  referred  to  him,  and  re- 
tamed  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  the  27th 
ultimo. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  An  act 


supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and 
support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,'*  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Whole 
House  immediately. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Spbaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Bourne,  of  Rhode  Island,  reported  that  the  Cota- 
mittee  had  had  the  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  said  bill,  together 
with  the  amendment,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
the  question  being  put  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  acquaint 
the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  a  Light-house  on  Mon- 
tauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;''  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  and  an  amendment  being 
made  thereto,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  last 
amendment,  to  which  the  Senate  hath  disagreed,  to 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act  fix- 
ing the  compensations  of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  Se- 
nate and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  ;'* 
and  the  same  being  read — 

Besolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  their 
said  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  apportioning 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  first  Enumeration,  at  the  ratio  of  one  Repre- 
sentative for  every  thirty  thousand  persons  in  the 
respective  States;  and  that  Mr.  Laurancb,  Mr. 
Sbnbt,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Hampshire,  be  the 
said  committee. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
relative  to  supplies  necessary  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Laurancb,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  apportioning  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first 
Enumeration,  at  the  ratio  of  one  Representative 

for  every thousand  persons  in  the  respective 

States;  which  was  received,  and  read  twice  and 
committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
Circuit  Courts  in  certain  districts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 


MoNDAT,  April  9. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
I  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion 
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respecting  a  claim  of  the   State   of  Maryland : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  said  State  be  allowed 
for  the  Bum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  three  pence,  current  money  of  the  said 
State,  paid  to  Nicholas  Ruxton  Moore,  fur  the  amount 
of  a  judgment  rendered  against  him  in  the  General 
Court  of  the  said  State,  on  account  of  horses  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war ; 
and  that  the  Commissioners  for  settlioff  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States,  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  said 
claim,  with  the  agent  of  the  State  aforesaid,  on  the 
tame  principles  as  other  claims  of  the  several  States  are 
adjusted  and  settled ;  any  limitation  in  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pursu- 
ant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Sikkt,  Mr. 
GvRRT,  and  Mr.  Sumptxb,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

APPORTIONMENT    BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  an  Appoortion- 
ment  of  Representatives  among  the  several  States 
according  to  the  first  Enumeration;  at  the  ratio 
Of  one  for  every thousand  persons,  in  the  re- 
spective States. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that,  although  this  subject 
has  been  heretofore  thoroughly  discussed,  and  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  probably  fatigued  with  the  dis- 
cussion, yet  he  could  not  help  trespassing  upon  the 
patience  of  the  Committee,  by  mentioning  some  of 
the  principal  reasons  which  would  influence  his  vote 
against  the  motion,  and  in  favor  of  that  ratio  which 
will  afford  the  greatest  number  of  Representatives 
authorized  by  the  Constitution.  He  was  induced  to 
do  this  from  an  opinion  that,  in  the  usual  course  of 
things,  arguments  will  have  an  effect  upon  the  pub- 
lic mind  in  some  measure  proportioned  to  their 
own  solidity,  and  the  purity  of  the  motives  which 
actuate  them.  That  the  compound  of  these  quali- 
ties form  a  common  standard,  by  which  all  argu- 
ments would  and  ought  to  be  measured  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  people ;  and  he  had  no  objections 
to  submitting  his  reasons  to  the  application  of  this 
common  standard;  he  meant,  however,  to  confine 
himself  to  general  remarks,  and  not  to  fatigue  the 
Committee  unnecessarily  with  minute  exemplifica- 
tion of  them. 

He  proceeded  by  observing,  that  the  expression 
in  the  Constitution  induced  and  justified  the  gene- 
ral expectation  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  that  one  Representative  for  every  thirty 
thousand  persons  was  secured  to  them  by  the 
Constitution ;  that  a  definitive  certainty  in  the 
number  of  Representatives,  as  well  as  the  manner 
of  procuring  them,  is,  in  its  nature,  of  Constitu- 
tional and  not  of  Legislative  provision,  and  affords 
a  reason  against  varying  the  ratio  mentioned  in 
the  Constitution,  although  that  ratio  be  expressed 
in  terms  of  latitude ;  that  Congress  had  confirmed 
the  general  expectation  in  the  public  mind  by  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  had 
at  least  given  a  solemn  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
ratio  of  one  to  thirty  thousand,  until  the  number 


of  Representatives  should  amount  to  one  hundred, 
after  acquiring  which  number  by  that  rule  only, 
a  qualified  discretion  is  admitted;  that  the  opi- 
nions of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  of  America 
were  in  favor  of  an  increased  representation,  at 
least  as  fkr  as  the  utmost  limits  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution;  that  this  circumstance  was  evi- 
denced by  the  Conventions  which  adopted  the 
Constitution;  that  it  was  further  evidenced  by 
the  several  Legislatures  which  adopted  the  pro- 
posed amendments  before  alluded  to ;  that  it  was 
still  further  evidenced  by  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  respective  State  Legislatures; 
that  thiff  last  circumstance  is  rendered  peculiarly 
forcible  by  a  comparative  view  of  the  objects  oi 
legislation  chartered  to  the  Grovemment  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  retained  to  the  State 
(Governments.  The  objects  of  lenslation  char- 
tered to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
are  wholly  national  and  important;  the  objects 
of  legislation  retained  to  the  State  Governments 
are  comparatively  local  and  subaltern ;  those  pc- 
culiarly  prompt  temptation  and  invite  corrup- 
tion— these  offer  no  inducments  to  either.  In 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  consti- 
tuents of  the  Representative  body  are  complex 
and  diversified;  in  the  State  Governments  they 
are  comparatively  simple  and  assimilated.  That 
a  sympathy  with  the  feelings  of  the  people  shookl 
characterize  this  branch  of  the  Government ;  wis- 
dom is  the  expected  characteristic  of  the  Senate ; 
and  despatch  of  the  Executive. 

To  the  inequality  of  representation  relatively  to 
States  suggested  to  result  from  the  application  <tf 
this  rule,  Mr.  G.  replied  that  the  inequality  com- 
plained of  is  rather  ideal  than  real ;  that  to  deter- 
mine how  far  this  consideration  really  ought  to 
exist  among  States,  it  is  right  and  proper  to  ascei^ 
tain  the  whole  comparative  Government ;  and  the 
issue  of  this  inquiry  will  be,  that  those  States  in 
whose  fiivor  the  rule  is  said  to  operate,  possess  the 
least  govermental  influence  in  the  Senate,  propor- 
tioned to  numbers ;  and  that  the  casual  gain  here 
is  no  equivalent  for  the  certain  loss  there.  As  far, 
therefore,  as  the  governmental  influence  of  States 
in  relation  to  numbers  is  to  operate,  it  will  fur- 
nish a  motive  of  preferment  for  the  rule  he  contend- 
ed for. 

It  has  been  said  (continued  Mr.  G.)  that  the  re- 
presentation of  the  States  in  the  Senate  is  strictly 
defined  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  therefore  the 
consideration  of  the  relative  influence  of  the  States, 
then,  should  not  be  resorted  to  as  an  argument  in 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  to  Uiis  House. 
But,  it  should  be  observed,  that  the  rule  contend- 
ed for,  though  not  so  strictly  defined,  is  equally 
within  the  ptde  of  the  Constitution ;  and  the  most 
extended  use  to  be  made  of  this  consideration  is, 
to  manifest  the  impropriety  of  resorting  to  the 
pretended  inequality  among  States,  as  a  conclu- 
sive argument  to  vary  that  ratio  of  representation 
for  this  House  which  is  admitted  to  be  the  most 
proper,  upon  its  intrinsic  merits,  and  when  viewed 
without  a  reference  to  that  consideration.  This 
particular  subject  suggests  a  peculiar  equity  and 
propriety  in  taking  into  consideration  the  com- 
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ptntive  goTemmental  influence  of  the  States  in 
the  Senate,  proportioned  to  numbers ;  because,  it 
is  in  conseouence  of  a  representation  by  States, 
there,  that  tnej  gain  this  unequal  influence:  and 
nothing  more  is  contended  for  by  this  rule  than  a 
representation  of  the  people  through  the  medium 
of  the  several  States,  here.  The  rule  of  repre- 
sentation 18  not  the  cause  of  the  present  inequality, 
ss  far  as  it  may  appear  to  exist ;  it  is  a  mere  con- 
tingent circumstance,  depending  upon  arbitrary 
facts  and  numbers,  which  cannot  be  rendered  sub- 
servient to  any  general  rule.  It  should  also  be 
remarked,  that  most  of  the  States  supposed  to  be 
&Tored  by  the  operation  of  this  rule,  have,  here- 
tofore, been  unequally  represented  in  the  exlreme ; 
and  from  the  extent  and  rapid  population  of  these 
States,  it  ma>y  be  concluded,  with  certainty,  that 
previously  to  the  expiration  of  the  present  appor- 
tionment, the  real  inequality  of  representation  in 
this  House,  as  well  as  in  the  Senate,  will  continue 
to  bear  particularly  hard  upon  them.  Perfect 
equality  is  unattainable;  and  the  proposed  ratio 
is,  in  the  principle,  equally  subject  with  any  other 
to  all  the  inconveniences  which  it  is  intended  to 
remedy. 

The  inconveniences  of  the  rule  he  contended 
for,  in  their  utmost  extent,  can  never  be  very  great, 
because  the  same  rule  is  applied  in  the  same  man- 
ner to  the  respective  States;  and  the  most  ex- 
tended scope  for  its  unequal  operation  must  be 
confined  to  the  casual  result  of  the  fractional  num- 
bers within  the  several  States.  In  reflecting  upon 
this  argument  of  inequality  of  representation  in 
reUtion  to  States,  an  idea  had  presented  itself  to 
his  mind  which  seemed  to  him  both  novel  and 
important ;  and  that  is,  ^at  a  quality  exists  in  the 
Qovemment,  from  its  peculiar  organization,  which 
enables  a  minority  of  constituents,  through  the 
medium  of  a  majority  of  Representatives,  to  give 
law  to  a  majority  of  constituents,  absolutely  agamst 
the  will  of  their  minority  of  Representatives.  This 
qaality  of-ihe  Government  anses  from  the  State 
representations  in  the  Senate;  and  it  exists  not 
merely  in  speculation  or  idea — it  has  been  sensibly 
felt  in  practice,  and  there  is  a  real  tendency  in 
the  Government  to  make  it  still  more  so.  The 
very  bill  now  under  consideration  will  probably 
furnish  one  strong  eridence  of  its  efficacy  in  prac- 
tice; it  would  have  passed  veiy  differently  from 
the  present  proposition,  if  it  had  not  met  with  this 
mmatural  check ;  and  I  am  concerned,  said  he,  to 
remark,  that  almost  in  every  important  measure 
of  the  Government,  the  minority  of  the  people  of 
the  Union  had  eiven  law  to  the  majority  of  the 
people,  against  weir  consent,  as  far  as  this  can  be 
evidenced  through  the  medium  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives. This,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  a  radical 
evil  in  the  Government,  and  its  magnitude  would 
be  in  a  great  measure  proportioned  to  the  exten- 
sion of  £e  objects  of  legislation  by  this  (Govern- 
ment If  the  people  be  the  only  legal  source  of 
governmental  authority,  and  this  right  of  indivi- 
duals be  equal,  this  is  certainly  a  heterodox  prin- 
ciple in  the  Government  He  would  not  pretend 
to  say,  however,  that  this  was  a  cancer  upon  the 
body  politic  too  inveterate  and  vital  to  admit  of  a 
2d  Gov.— 18 


cure :  but  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  sore  of  that  sort 
whicn  it  would  be  unwise  to  irritate  or  tamper 
with :  and  he  conceived,  also,  the  present  propo- 
sition not  to  be  without  its  irritating  qualities. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  consider,  upon  gene- 
ral principles,  of  increasing  the  representation  in 
this  House  to  the  full  extent  authorized  by  the 
Constitution,  and  particularly  with  a  view  to  the 
necessity  of  establishing,  in  this  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment, a  permanent  svmpathy  with  the  landed 
interest  He  observed,  that  all  Representative  Go- 
vernments appeared  to  possess  a  natural  tendency 
from  Republicanism  to  Monarchy ;  that,  great  ine- 
aualities  in  the  distribution  of  wealth  among  in- 
dividuals, consequent  upon  the  progress  of  all 
Governments,  appeared  to  be  the  cause  of  their 
political  evolutions;  that  no  competent  remedy 
against  this  evil  had  been  heretofore  discovered, 
or  at  least  practically  applied  by  any  Government ; 
that  perhaps  this  great  political  light  may  first 
shine  forth  through  the  medium  of  the  American 
Constitutions,  and  serve,  as  some  others  have  pre- 
viously done,  to  illumine  not  only  the  American, 
but  the  European  world. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  United  States, 
however,  since  the  late  Revolution,  and  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  American  Governments,  favored  ex- 
tremely this  natural  principle  of  the  growing  ine- 
auality  in  the  distribution  of  wealth  amongst  in- 
dividuals. An  extensive,  unexhausted,  fertile 
country  furnished  full  scope  for  agriculture,  the 
plenty  and  cheapness  of  provisions  and  rude  ma- 
terials for  manufactures,  and  an  unshackled  com- 
merce for  the  merchant ;  and  to  these  were  added 
the  blessings  of  peace,  and  laws  securing  to  the 
individual  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  fruits  of 
his  own  industry,  however  abundant  There 
were  intrinsic  circumstances ;  there  was  a  contin- 
gent one.  A  public  debt — ^the  price  of  the  Revo- 
lution itself  and  its  consequent  blessings — had  been 
incurred,  and,  firom  the  imbecility  of  the  then  ex- 
isting Confederacy,  and  other  causes,  was  depre- 
ciated considerablv  below  its  nominal  value;  but 
it  was  then  in  small  masses,  and  not  very  unequal- 
ly spread  amongst  the  individuals  throughout  the 
whole  United  States.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States,  instead  of  managing  this  contin- 
gent circumstance  with  caution,  and  declaring  so 
in  its  ministration,  seized  upon  it  with  its  &cal 
arrangements,  and  applied  it  as  the  most  powerful 
machine  to  stimulate  this  growing  inequality  in 
the  distribution  of  wealth — a  principle  perhaps  too 
much  favored  by  other  existing  causes.  The  Go- 
vernment, not  satisfied  with  the  debts  contracted 
by  tiie  former  Confederacy,  assumed  the  payment 
of  a  great  proportion  of  the  debts  contracted  by 
the  respective  State  Governments,  and  established 
funds  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  whole.  This 
measure  produced  two  effects,  not  very  desirable 
amongst  individuals.  It  gathered  these  scattered 
debts,  at  a  very  inferior  price,  from  the  hands  of 
the  many,  and  placed  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
few;  and  it  stimulates  the  value  of  them.  Thus 
collected  into  greater  masses,  beyond  all  calcula- 
tion, by  the  artificial  application  of  fiscal  mecha- 
nism, it  produced  a  variety  of  serious  effects  with 
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respect  to  the  Qovernment  In  opposition  to  the 
agricultural  or  republican,  it  enlisted  a  great  mo- 
neyed interest  in  the  United  States,  who,  having 
embarked  their  fortunes  with  the  Goremmen^ 
would  go  all  lengths  with  its  Administration, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  Tirtuous  or  ricious,  by 
rendering  the  debt  but  partially  redeemable,  pass- 
ing perpetual  tax  laws,  and  mortgaging  their  pro- 
ducts to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  this  per- 
petually-existing debt.  It  gave  the  Executive  a 
qualified  control  over  the  best  moneyed  resources 
of  the  United  States,  not  contemplated  by  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  founded  in  wisdom.  It  gave  rise  to 
An  unauthorized  incorporation  of  the  moneyed  in- 
terest, and  placed  it  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
reach  of  future  Legislative  influence.  It  estab- 
lished the  doctrine  that  one  systematic  financier 
was  better  able  to  originate  money  bills  and  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  than  tiie  whole 
collected  wisdom  of  their  Representatives,  with 
the  aid  of  a  reciprocity  of  feeling.  It  gave  rise  to 
the  idea  of  a  Sinking  Fund,  without  limitation  as 
to  amount,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
trustees,  and  there  to  be  protected  from  Legisla- 
tive control  by  all  the  sanctions  and  securities  an- 
nexed to  private  property.  In  short,  it  established 
the  doctrine  that  all  authority  could  be  more  safe- 
ly intrusted  to,  and  better  executed  by  a  few,  than 
by  many ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  this  idea,  made  more 
continual  drafts  of  authority  from  the  Repre- 
sentative branch  of  the  Government,  and  placed 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive;  lessening,  by 
this  mechanism  of  administration,  the  constitu- 
'  tional  influence  of  the  people  in  the  Government, 
and  flmdamentally  changing  its  native  genius  and 
original  principle.  He  (Mr.  G.)  knew  of  no  compe- 
tent remedy  against  the  abominable  evils  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  future  operation  of  these  un- 
hallowed principles,  but  a  permanent  establish- 
ment of  the  candid  or  Republican  interest  in  this 
House ;  and  the  best  chance  of  effecting  this  great 
object  he  conceived  to  be  a  full  representation  of 
the  people.  His  alarms  respecting  these  fashion- 
able, energetic  principles  were  greatly  increased 
by  a  perspective  view  of  some  of  the  proposed 
measures  of  Gk)vemment  He  saw  systems  intro- 
duced to  carve  out  of  the  common  rights  of  one 
part  of  the  community  privileges,  monopolies,  ex- 
clusive rights,  &C.,  for  the  benefit  of  another,  with 
no  other  view,  in  his  opinion,  but  to  create  nurse- 
ries of  immediate  dependants  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, whose^  interest  will  always  stimulate  them 
to  support  its  measures,  however  iniquitous  and 
tyrannical,  and,  indeed,  the  very  emoluments  which 
will  compose  the  price  of  their  attachment  to  the 
Government  will  grow  out  of  a  tyrannical  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  others.  He  would  forbear  to 
mention  a  variety  of  other  circumstances,  to  prove 
that  principle  having  a  tendency  to  change  the 
very  nature  of  the  Government,  have  pervaded 
even  the  minutest  ramifications  of  its  fiscal  ar- 
rangements, nor  would  he  dwell  upon  the  undue 
influence  to  be  apprehended  from  moneyed  fo- 
reigners, who  had  become  adventurers  in  the  funds, 
nor  the  various  avenues  opened  to  fiicilitate  the 
operation  of  coiruption.    He  would   merely  re- 


mark, that,  acting  under  impressions  produced  hf 
these  considerations,  and  strengthened  by  othen 
not  less  pertinent  and  important,  suggested  hj  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject,  and  believing  that  a  full  r^ 
presentation  of  the  people  will  furnish  the  odI^ 
chance  of  remedy  for  the  existing,  and  a  compe- 
tent protection  against  future  evils,  he  should 
feel  himself  criminal  if  by  his  vote  he  should  pn 
up  a  single  Representative  authorized  by  the  Con- 
stitution. The  same  impressions  would  have  in- 
duced him  to  have  voted  for  the  proposition  whicli 
gave  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  had  it 
not  been  for  a  conscientious  and  paramount  regard 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Constitution.  Tlie  dif- 
ference of  the  position  of  the  members  throughout 
the  United  States,  which  would  haye  been  as- 
sumed by  the  difference  in  the  manner  of  making 
the  apportionment,  never  amounted  to  tiie  mini- 
mum of  a  consideration  with  him  against  the  pro- 
position ;  for  he  felt  a  conviction  ti^t  the  agricul- 
tural or  equalizing  interest  was  nearly  the  same 
throughout  all  parts  of  the  United  States ;  and  be 
hoped  that  the  mcreased  representation  would  fa^ 
nish  strong  testimonies  of  the  truth  of  the  position. 
He  would  remark',  generally,  the  GoTemmeot  of 
America  was  now  in  a  state  of  puberty,  that  is, 
at  this  time.  She  is  to  assume  a  fixed  charMter, 
and  he  thought  it  in  some  degree  rested  upon  the 
vote  now  to  be  given,  whether  she  would  preserre 
the  simplicity,  chastity,  and  purify  of  her  natire 
representation  and  Republicanism,  in  which  alone 
the  true  dignity  and  greatness  of  her  character 
must  consist;  or  whether  she  will,  so  earl/  in 
youth,  prostitute  herself  to  the  venal  and  borrov- 
ed  artifices  and  corruptions  of  a  stale  and  pam- 
pered Monarchy?  Whatever  his  own  opinions 
or  suspicions  may  be  respecting  the  tendency  of 
the  present  Administration,  and  whatever  may  be 
the  discussion  of  to-day,  he  should  still  preserve  a 
hope  that  the  increased  representation,  supported 
by  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the  people  at  lai^ 
will  form  an  effectual  resistance  to  the  pressoit 
of  the  whole  vices  of  the  Administration,  and  mtf 
yet  establish  the  Government  upon  a  broad,  pe^ 
manent,  and  Republican  basis. 

When  Mr.  Gilbs  had  concluded,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  an  amendment,  viz :  to  fiO 
up  the  blank  with  the  word  '*  thirty-three  ;'*  which 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative— yeas  84,  nays  ^ 
as  follows : 

Tkas.— Fiaher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Beo- 
Bon,  Elifts  Boudinot,  Sheaijaahub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Olark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  llwmai 
Fitsaimona,  Elbridge  Oerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  Jamea  Gordon,  Andrew  Gr^gg,  Tbonoa 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heiater,  Jamea  Hillbouae,  Daniel  Ha- 
ger,  larael  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kitten, 
Amaaa  Leaned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Ki|^ 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturffes,  Peter  Sjlre»ter, 
George  Thatcher,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Waosvorth, 
and  Artemaa  Ward. 

Nats.— John  Baptiat  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Johi 
Brown,  William  Findley,  WUliam  R  GUea,  Sanixl 
Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Philip  Kev,  Joho  I^o* 
ranee,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  luiooo,  Jamea 
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MadiaoQ,  John  Frands  Meroer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frede- 
rick AugustuB  Mahlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Scboonmaker,  Joehua 
Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abramun  Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
WilliamsoD,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed  and  re^l  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled *'  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
bnors,  and  publk  piers.** 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act  for  altering  the 
times  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  certain  Dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  our- 
poses.^  Whereupon  the  said  bill  was  amended  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  and  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  sundry 
papers  and  documents,  relative  to  the  late  cam- 
paign, under  General  St.  Clair,  transmitted  pursuant 
to  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  papers  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  «of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition 
under  Major  General  St  Clair. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time 
heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on 
certain  teas  imported  after  the  third  day  of  Match, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one ;  and, 
DO  amendment  being  made  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  ftt>m  the  Senate,  entitled 
**  An  act  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  f* 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and 
Agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments,  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


TmssDAT,  April  10. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gbrrt  be  appointed,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Ssdowtcx,  on  the  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
fiulure  of  the  late  expedition  under  Major  General 
Si  Qair. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,**  together 
^th  the  amendmenta  thereto,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  heretofore 


granted  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  certain 
teas,  imported  afier  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  apportioning  Representa- 
tives among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  first 
Enumeration,  at  the  ratio  of  one  for  every  thirty- 
three  thousand  persons  in  the  respective  States,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiKDLET,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Hill,  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  others,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bUl  to  indemnify  the  estate  of 
the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene  for  a  cer- 
tain bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the  public  service, 
during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Moses  Young,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tiie 
table. 

Mr.  Senet,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  direct  the  settlement  of  a  certain 
claim  of  the  State  of  Maryland ;  which  was  received, 
and  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  the  es- 
tate of  the  late  Major  General  Nathaniel  Greene  for 
a  certain  bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the  public 
service,  during  the  late  war ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

And  then  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said 
bill,  together  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  37,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Ykab. — Fisher  Amest  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benja- 
min  Bourne,  William  Findley,  Tliomas  Fitisimons,  £l- 
bridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Oilea,  James  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gre^,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister, 
Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Lau* 
ranee,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Li- 
rermore,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Frede- 
rick Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  John 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Upton  Sheri- 
dine, William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  George  Thatcher, 
Abraham  Venable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Elias  Boudinot,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  William 
Banr  Grove,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron 
Eitchell,  Nathaniel  Biacon,  Andrew  Moore,  Natbaniel 
Niles,  Cornelius  C.  Scboonmaker,  Joshua  Senoy,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Stur- 
ges,  Thomas  Sumjpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Artemas 
Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamsoa 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  Militia  through- 
out the  United  States  ;**  and  the  same  being  read, 
sereral  were  agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  the  further  congideration  of  the 
•aid  amendments  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Wednssdat,  April  11. 

A  memorial  of  John  de  NeufVille,  late  a  citizen 
of  and  merchant  in  Amsterdam,  but  now  of  Cam- 
bridge, in  the  State  of  Massachasetta,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying*  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  sundry  advances  of  money  and  supplies 
in  support  of  the  American  cause,  durinff  the  late 
war ;  also,  for  the  losses  .he  sustained  m  conse- 
quence of  his  exertions  to  produce  a  commercial 
treaty  between  Holland  and  the  United  States, 
and  nn  acknowledgment  of  American  Independ- 
ence. Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House,  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
Cincinnati  and  Columbia,  and  the  settlements  upon 
the  Little  Miami,  in  the  Northwestern  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  to  be,  quieted  in  their  respective 
locations  and  settlements,  to  which  they  suppose 
themselves  entitled,  under  the  purchase  made  by 
John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  his  associates,  of  the 
United  States.  Referred  to  Mr.  Findlet,  Mr.  Ber- 
BOH,  Mr.  Madisoh,  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Mr.  Baldwin  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  the 
late  Major  General  NaUianiel  Greene,  for  a  certain 
bond  entered  into  by  him  for  the  public  service, 
during  the  late  war,  was  read  the  third  fime ;  and 
the  question  being  put  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
rcHolved  in  the  aflirmative— yeas  33,  nays  34,  as 
follows : 

Tkas. — Fisher  Amea^  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheariasbub  Bourne,  Benja- 
min Bourne,  William  Findley,  lliomas  Fitzsimons,  fil- 
bridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Greffg,  Samuel 
Grimn,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Aillp  Kev, 
John  W.  Eittera,  John  Laurance,  Amaaa  Leameo,  Rich- 
ard Bland  Lee,  Samuel  livermore,  James  Madison,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  William 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Geoige  Thatdier,  Abraham 
y enable,  John  Vining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Fran- 
cis WiUis. 

NATs.--John  Baptist  Ashe,  Elias  Boudinot,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  James  Hillhouse,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew 
Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Oomelius  C.  Schoonmaker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Tliomas 
Tredwell,  Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money 
for  the  protection  of  tlie  frontiers ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, and  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill 


entitled  **  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  Militia 
throughout  the  United  States.**  And  having  made 
further  progress  therein,  an  adjournment  was  called 
for :  Whereupon,  the  several  orders  of  the  day  were 
further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thursdat,  April  13. 

A  petition  of  John  Gibbons,  Treasurer  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  separate  ceKificates  may  be  issued 
for  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Georgia  Hoe, 
agreeably  to  a  general  certi6cate  of  the  list  of  bal- 
ances due  them,  signed  by  the  late  Commissioner 
of  Army  Accounts,  and  lodged  in  the  Treasury 
thereof.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled **  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  Biilitia 
throughout  the  United  States  r  and  the  two  last 
amendments  being  read,  for  adding  to  the  end  of  the 
bill  the  following  sections,  to  wit : 

**And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Preakleot  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorised  to  call  out  the 
Militia,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  the  ezieence  may,  in  hit 
opinion  require,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sap- 
press  insurrection^  and  repel  invasions.  And  when 
Militia  are  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States^ 
they  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowanoes  as  are 
now  made  to  the  troops  in  service. 

**And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That,  if  any  officer  or 
private  soldier  of  the  Militia,  being  ordered  rate  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  powers  benfin 
given,  shall  refuse  obedience  to  such  orders^  he  shall  lb^ 
feit  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  a  sum  not  exceeding 
the  amount  of  one  year's  pay  of  such  officer  or  soldia- 
respectively,  as  herein  established.  And  the  Militia, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  sob- 
ject  to  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War.  Praeided,  Tbat 
the  Courts  Martial  by  whom  they  shall  be  subject  to 
be  tried,  shall  be  composed  entirely  of  Militia  offieen 
of  the  same  State  witn  the  offenders." 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
to  amend  the  first  of  the  said  amendments,  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  proviso : 

*  Provided,  alwaye.  That  the  powers  herein  given  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  calling  the  Militia 
into  service,  be  and  continue  in  force  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer  :*' 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  37,  nays 
20,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Beo- 
son,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sbearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Thonoas  Fitsaimons,  Nicfaola9 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhne,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel 
Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hill- 
house,  Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera, 
John  laurance,  Amasa  Iieamed,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Xtlei, 
Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Sam- 
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vel  Sterrett,  Petar  SrlTatter,  Qeoig*  Thatcher,  TluMnas 
TredweU,  ThomM  Tador  Tucker,  John  Ymiiig,  Jere- 
miih  Wadnrorth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Kath— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  El- 
brid^  Oeny,  William  B.  Giles,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Philip  Key,  Samuel  livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John 
Francis  Meroer,  John  PAge*  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schooomaker,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  Siurees,  Tliomas  Sumpter,  Abraham 
YeoaUe,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing 
amendments  the  following  debate  took  place : 

Mr.  Mercbk  opposed  the  section  empowering  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  out  the  Mili- 
tia. He  considered  the  subject  too  important  to  re* 
ceire  a  hasty  decision ;  and  as  the  session  is  so  near 
its  ck)se,  and  no  immediate  necessity  exists  to  make 
the  proTision,  he  hoped  it  would  be  postponed  to 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Stikle  objected  to  the  section;  he  consi- 
dered it  as  havine  an  inauspicious  aspect ;  that  it 
was  an  insult  to  Uie  miyesty  of  the  people  to  bold 
out  the  idea  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  execute 
the  laws  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  He  moved, 
as  an  amendment,  "  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  to  empower  the  Prcsidcnt  to  march 
the  militia  of  one  State  into  another.**  He  said 
he  had  no  doubt  that  there  were  in  every  State  a 
sufficient  number  of  persons  well  informed,  and 
attached  to  Goremment,  to  quell  any  insurrection, 
and  to  restore  good  order. 

Mr.  BiNsoir  supported  the  section.  He  ob- 
fienred  that  the  question  must  be  met  some  time 
or  other ;  and  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  a  per- 
fect niillity  to  pass  a  militia  law  without  the  pro- 
vision contemplated  by  the  amendment;  for,  he 
asked,  to  what  purpose  is  it  to  constitute  a  militia, 
if  they  are  not  to  be  made  any  use  of  to  support 
the  lawsf  According  to  a  doctrine  which  was 
STowed  in  the  House  yesterday,  the  institution  of 
a  militia  is  to  enable  the  individual  States  to  op- 
pose the  encroachments  which  may  be  made  on 
them  by  the  General  Government  I  This,  he  con- 
caved, was  an  entire  new  doctrine;  such  a  doc- 
trine as  was  never  before  heard  of  What  sort  of 
Qovemment  must  that  be,  which  is  authorized  to 
pass  laws,  and  at  the  same  time  has  no  power  to 
carry  those  laws  into  execution?  He  said  that 
rach  a  discretionary  power  was  lodged  in  the  Su- 
preme Executive  of  the  several  States,  and  for 
exactly  the  same  purposes  specified  in  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  he  had  never  heard  it  objected  to  be- 
fore. Gentlemen  contend  that  this  power  is  pro- 
per, as  it  respects  the  several  States,  but  highly 
improper  as  it  respects  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  What  sort  of  a  situation,  said  he, 
does  this  place  this  Government  in  f 

Mr.  Williamson  objected  to  the  amendment, 
as  imperfect  in  its  construction,  and  as  containing 
some  dangerous  principles. 

Mr.  LivxaMoax  also  opposed  the  amendment  ^ 

Mr.  GaaxT  opposed  the  amendment,  as  vesting 
s  dangerous  power  in  the  Supreme  Executive; 
that  circumstances  did  not  render  the  delegation 
necessary.    The  people  of  the  several  States  ap- 


pear disposed  to  submit  to  the  laws,  and  such  an 
exigency  ought  not  to  be  anticipated. 

Mr.  MuaxAT  said  he  had  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  the  amendment  which  had  Just  been  an- 
nex^ to  the  amendment  from  the  Senate,  because 
it  limited  the  duration  of  a  power  which  struck 
his  mind  as  rather  large  and  undefined  as  to  its 
objects.  He  should  now  vote  against  the  whole 
as  amended ;  and  he  was  at  liberty  so  to  do,  inas- 
much as  he  had  voted  for  the  amendment,  because 
he  wished,  if  the  gift  of  such  power  was  to  be 
made,  to  circumscribe,  at  least,  its  duration.  He 
professed  himself  a  friend  to  energetic  Govern- 
ment, but  wished  to  communicate  such  ener^ 
through  well  defined  channels,  and  to  see  it  di- 
rected towards  constitutional  objects.  He  would 
go  as  tar  as  most  men  in  enforcing  the  laws  of  the 
Union;  in  providing  for  the  calling  out  of  the 
strength  of  thd  community  to  preserve  peace  and 
repel  force;  but  he  could  not  accede  to  the  idea 
contained  in  the  provision  of  that  section;  which 
was,  that  the  time,  the  cause,  and  the  place  in 
which  the  militia  were  to  be  called  out,  should  be 
all  left  to  the  discretion  of  one  man.  The  theory 
of  the  Government  warranted  no  such  dereliction 
of  power  in  this  House,  nor  its  delegation  to 
another.  He  imagined  that,  as  the  Constitution 
had  contemplated  the  organizing  of  the  militia 
separately  from  the  provision  for  calling  them  into 
actual  service,  it  would  be  most  proper  to  sepa- 
rate these  different  objects  in  legislation.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
would  be  negatived ;  and  that  a  committee  would 
be  appointed  immediately  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  ac- 
complish its  objects  with  proper  modifications.  To 
create  and  organize  a  militia,  was  one  thing — to 
provide  for  calling  it  forth  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions, was  another  and  separate  object  These 
things  were  as  separate  in  their  natures,  as  they 
were  diversified  by  relative  inferiority  and  mag- 
nitude of  objects.  The  ingenuity  with  which  a 
weapon  is  formed,  bears  no  comparison  with  the 
principles  and  wisdom  under  which  its  use  and 
direction  are  to  be  applied.  Of  all  the  offices  of  po- 
litics, the  most  irksome  and  delicate  is  that  bv  which 
a  Legislature  directs  the  military  force  of  the  com- 
munity to  its  own  conservation,  as  it  presupposes 
situations  in  which  resistance  to  the  Government 
itself  is  contemplated.  Hence,  we  see  a  jealousy 
even  in  England  of  the  use  of  the  sword,  when 
drawn  against  any  part  of  the  comrounitv.  It  was 
surely  the  duty  of  Congress  to  define,  with  as  much 
accuracy  as  possible,  those  situations  which  are 
to  justify  the  execution  in  its  interposition  of  a 
military  force.  The  bill  he  had  in  view,  he  hoped, 
would  attempt  to  mark  with  precision  the  objects 
the  Constitution  looked  towards,  under  the  words 
"  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  suppress  in- 
surrections." What  was  the  occasion  to  warrant 
force  of  that  species,  was  the  first  object:  Who 
was  to  judge  of  its  existence,  was  another :  The 
space  or  district  to  which  the  draft  should  be  or 
not  be  confined,  was  another.  And  the  duration 
of  the  serrice,  another.  Among  these  considera- 
tions, it  could  not  be  forgotten  that  the  civil  arm 
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was  ever  to  be  united;  if  not  commanding;  and 
how  far  the  Marshals  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of 
the  Union  ought  not  to  have  a  power  on  this  sub- 
ject, deserved  more  time  than  the  House  seemed 
inclined  at  present  to  give  this  bill.  He  wpuld 
take  the  occasion  to  declare  he  had  no  jealousy  as 
to  abuses  of  power ;  but  this  Government  is  to  be 
administered  according  to  written  law,  applying 
to  defined  objects  and  situations.  It  was  a  Go- 
Yemment  of  definition,  and  not  of  trust  and  dis- 
cretion. After  the  objects  are  well  described  up- 
on which  the  military  force  is  to  act,  the  evidence 
of  the  occasion  settled,  and  the  sphere  and  du- 
ration limited,  he  would  heartily  support  the  most 
energetic  mode  in  which  the  object  should  be 
reached,  and  the  occasion  obeyed.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  negatived,  and  leave 
given  for  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  separate  bill. 

The  main  question  being  now  put,  that  this  House 
doth  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  as  amended,  it 
passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  24^  nays  87,  as  follows : 

Ykas. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barawell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Sheariashab  BoufDe,  Benjamin  Bourne,  William 
Dudley,  Tjiomas  Fitzsimons,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregff,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhou«e,  Juhn  W.  Kittera,  John  Iau- 
rance,  Amasa  Learned,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher, 
John  Vininff,  Jeremiah  Waasworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats. — «iohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Elias 
Boudinot,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge  Gk>r- 
ry,  William  R  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin.  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Na- 
thaniel Maoon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Meroer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Seney,  Up- 
ton Sheridine,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Stur« 
ges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredweli,  Thomas  Tu- 
dor Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Eeaohed^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
said  amendment 

The  last  amendment  was  then  again  read,  and 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  calling  forth 
the  militia,  when  necessary,  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
vasions ;  and  that  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr. 
Murray,  be  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing  com- 
pensations for  the  officers  of  the  said  Courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses,**  together  with  the  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  were  reported  by  a  com- 
mittee on  the  fourth  instant,  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fimdlby  be  appointed,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Gerry,  on  the  committee  to  whom  it 
was  referred  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  late  expedition  under  Mi^or  General 
St  Clair. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  direct  the  settle- 
ment of  a  certain  claim  of  the  State  of  Maryland ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  at  again. 


FamAT,  April  18. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  respecting  the  act,  entitled  '*  An 
act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits,  and 
laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appro- 
priating the  same;*'  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and 
agreed  to  several  resolutions  thereupon ;  whidi 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Mesiuige  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  laid  before  the  House  a  communication  of 
the  eleventh  instant,  from  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  Great  Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries; 
together  with  their  explanatory  correspondence, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letter  to  him  on  the 
subject  The  communication  and  letters  referred 
to  in  the  said  Message  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  William  Ha- 
bum,  setting  forth  that  he  had  applied  yester- 
day to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  this  city 
to  be  put  on  the  pension  list  pursuant  to  a  late  law 
of  Congress ;  and  that  the  Court  having  refused 
to  take  cognizance  of  his  case,  he  was  obliged  to 
apply  to  Congress  for  relief. 

The  sitting  Judges  were  Messrs.  Wilson,  Blair, 
and  Peters ;  and  from  an  account  which  Mr.  Bou- 
DDTOT  gave  in  his  place,  it  appeared  that  the  Court 
thought  the  examination  of  invalids  a  very  extra- 
ordinary duty  to  be  imposed  on  the  Judges ;  and 
looked  on  the  law  which  imposes  that  duty  as  an 
unconstitutional  one,  inasmuch  as  it  directs  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  state  the  mistakes  of  the 
Judges  to  Congress  for  their  revision ;  they  could 
not,  therefore,  accede  to  a  regulation  tending  to 
render  the  Judiciary  subject  to  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  powers,  which,  from  a  regard  for  li- 
berty and  the  Constitution,  ought  to  be  kept  care- 
fully distinct;  it  being  a  primary  principle  of  the 
utmost  importance,  that  no  decision  of  the  Judiciaiy 
Department  should,  under  any  pretext  be  brought 
in  revision  before  either  the  Legislative  or  Execu- 
tive Departments  of  the  Government,  neither  of 
which  have,  in  any  instance,  a  revisionary  autho- 
rity over  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
justice. 

Another  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Judges 
was,  that,  whereas,  there  are  laws  now  in  force, 
prescribing  a  day,  beyond  which  the  Courts  shall 
not  sit ;  this  new  law  declares  that  the  Court  shall 
sit  five  days  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  claims, 
whether  they  be  offered  or  not ;  and  leaves  nothing 
to  the  discretion  and  integrity  of  the  judges,  to  sit 
as  long  as  they  have  public  business  to  do. 
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This  beiog  the  first  instance  in  which  a  court 
of  justice  had  declared  a  law  of  Congresa  to  be 
Qoeonstitutional,  the  novelty  of  the  case  produced 
a  variety  of  opinions  with  respect  to  the  measures 
to  be  taken  on  the  occasion.  At  length  a  com- 
mittee of  five  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
fitfta  contained  in  the  memorial,  and  to  report 
thereon. 

Daring  the  coarse  of  the  debate,  It  was  men- 
tioned that  the  Jadffes  of  the  Circuit  Court,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  had  consented  to  examine 
invalids  pamnant  to  the  taw  in  question,  but  on 
this  principle:  Congress,  they  thought,  have  |i 
right  in  appointing  commissioners  for  any  special 
parpose,  to  designate  the  persons,  as  well  by  any 
official  titles  wiUi  which  they  are  vested,  as  by 
their  proper  names;  wherefore,  although  they 
would  net,  in  their  judicial  capacity,  undertake  the 
examination  of  invalids ;  yet,  as  commiasioners,  they 
devoted  each  day  an  hour  to  the  business,  after  the 
a4Joomment  of  the  Court 

Mr.  MusKAT  urged  the  necessity  of  passing  a 
law  to  point  out  some  regular  mode  in  which  the 
Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  shall 
give  official  notice  of  their  refusal  to  act  under 
any  law  of  Congress,  on  the  ground  of  unconstitu- 
tionality. 

No  regular  motion,  however,  was  made  on  the 
subject,  which  lies  over  for  future  consideration. 


Monday,  April  16. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Newark,  praying  compensation  for  an  Academy 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  late 
war,  made  a  report ;  which  waa  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  held  for  the  New  York  district;  and  of 
their  opinion  and  agreement  respecting  the  **Act 
to  proride  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  sad  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations  here- 
tofore established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  in- 
vaJid  pennons." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the 
Coorts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing  com- 
pensations for  the  officers  of  the  said  Courts,  and  for 
jurors  and  witnesses,**  together  with  the  amendments 
thereto;  and,  after  some  time  spent  tiierein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
ttme  under  consideration,  and  made  some  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.  The  several  orders  of  the  day  were 
further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  17. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  sppointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
rections, and  repel  invasions ;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  reports  on  the  several  petitions  of  Simon 
Nathan,  Mary  Wooster,  Daniel  Ellis,  and  Samuel 
How,  executors  of  John  How,  deceased,  Ezra 
Stiles,  on  behalf  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
Yale  College,  in  Connecticut,  and  of  Philip  Ver- 
plank ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tho 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  report  of  the  amount  and  value  of  exports  from 
each  State  for  one  year,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the 
second  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  such 
farther  appropriations  of  money  as  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  services  of  the  present  year;  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons, 
Mr.  Benson,  and  Mr.  Ket,  with  instruction  to  report 
thereon  by  way  of  bill  or  bills. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report  on  the  several  petitions  of  Lewis 
Van  Woort,  Jacob  Green,  and  others,  surviving 
partners  of  Nathaniel  Green  and  Company,  Ben- 
jamin Van  Fossan,  administrator  of  reter  Van 
Fossan,  deceased,  Thomas  Hart,  John  Holbrook, 
Lndwig  Kuhn,  Levy  Bartleson,  Abiel  Smith, 
William  Harris,  Webb  &  White,  John  Cnirapton, 
and  Griffith  Jones,  respectively  praying  compen- 
sation for  supplies  furnished  during  the  late  war; 
also,  on  the  several  petitions  of  Abraham  Darling- 
ton, John  Wilson,  John  Franklin,  Mary  M'Cullen, 
Christian  Harner,  William  Lane,  Peter  Miller, 
John  Jones,  Adol|^us  Brower,  John  Harley,  Henry 
Walton,  and  Richard  Green,  respectively  praying 
compensation  for  damages  done,  and  property 
taken,  by  the  army  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war;  also,  on  the  several  petitions  of 
Christian  Knipe,  John  Smyth,  Nathaniel  Tracy, 
and  Roger  M*Lean,  respectively  prayin?  compen* 
sation  for  transportation  during  the  late  war; 
which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from*  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  report  on  sundry  papers  referred  to  him,  con- 
cerning a  marine  hospital  at  the  town  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston,  on  the 
subject  of  marine  hospitals ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Sterrett, 
and  Mr.  Parker. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *' An 
act  authorizing  a  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain 
lands  to  the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates,'*  with  sn 
amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  raising  a  farther 
sura  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 
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Wednesday,  April  18. 

Mr.  BouDiKOT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  Habarn,  respecting 
the  refusal  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  to  execute  an  act 
passed  at  the  present  session,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  widows 
and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
established,  and  to*  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid 
pensions,**  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
Drosented  a  bill  for  settling  the  demands  of  Anthonv 
Walton  White  against  Uie  United  States;  whicn 
was  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 

A  petition  of  Charles  Colvill  and  John  Robert- 
son was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
to  be  paid  the  amount  of  their  ransom  from  slavery 
among  the  Algerines,  together  with  their  expenses 
in  traveling  from  Algiers  to  Scotland,  and  from 
thence  to  America ;  as  also,  that  measures  may  be 
taken  for  procuring  the  ransom  or  relief  from 
slavery  of  Captains  0*firien  and  Stephens,  with 
their  respective  crews,  being  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  now  in  slavery  at  Algiers.  Referred 
to  Mr.  Laubarce,  Mr.  Madisor,  and  Mr.  Liyeb- 
more;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tliat  the  Vice  President  having  requested  and  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session,  Richard  Henrt  Lee  was 
duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore; 
also,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments  ;**  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  Hpuse  on  the  bill  for  raising  a 
further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the 
Frontiers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  made 
several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  severally 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hbuse 
that  the  &nate  have  resolved  that  the  bill  sent 
from  this  House,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  the 
time  heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the 
duties  on  certain  teas,  imported  after  the  third 
day  of  March,  1791,**  do  not  pass  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 


Thttrsdat,  April  19. 

A  bill  for  settling  the  demands  of  Anthony  Wal- 
ton White  against  tlte  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  relative  to  the  compensations  to 
certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  of  impost  and  tonnage ;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany. 


I  ing  his  report  on  the  petition  of  the  merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  relative  to  the  erection  of  pien  for 
the  convenience  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  De- 
laware ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Mr.  FrrzsiMONS,  Mr.  VnmrG,  and  Mr.  Kst,  vith 
instructions  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bili  pursiunt 
thereto. 

PROTECrnOK  OF  THE  FBONTIEBa 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole 
House  yesterday  to  the  "  bill  for  raising  a  farther 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  FrontierB;" 
and  the  same  being  read  were  further  amended,  and 
agreed  to. 

A  motion  being  made  to  enhance  the  duty  on 
imported  hemp  and  cordage,  and  to  strike  oat  im- 
ported cotton  from  articles  exempted  from  dntj— 

Mr.  Bourne  said,  he  hoped  this  inerease  would 
not  be  agreed  to;  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States  would  suffer  by  it,  as  the  supply  famished  hj 
the  cultivation  of  that  article  was  not  competent  to 
the  demand. 

Mr.  White  said,  that  on  the  principle  of  uni- 
formity, he  thouglit  this  duty  ougiit  to  be  raiiied; 
but  when  it  is  considered  tliat  maoy  of  the  dnties 
are  designed  to  encourage  the  manafactures  of  the 
United  States,  he  thought  that  equal  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  agricultural  interest,  an  inte- 
rest as  important  as  any  other,  at  least 

Mr.  Williamson  supported  the  amendment 
He  said  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  in 
respect  to  ita  navigation,  was  so  important  an  ob- 
ject, that  he  conceived  everything  ought  to  be  done 
to  effect  it  Among  others,  proper  eneouragemeot 
should  be  given  to  the  raising  of  hemp,  espeei^illy 
when  it  is  considered  that  we  have  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  land  than  any  other  country;  that  ex- 
periments have  proved  that  it  can  be  nused  to  ad- 
vantage ;  that  it  will,  if  duly  encouraged,  condoee 
to  rooting  out  the  cultivation  of  tobaeco,  which  im- 
poverishes the  soil,  and  is  a  mere  article  of  Inxnry. 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  omission  of  this 
duty  in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  Pabxeb  supported  the  amendment  He 
enlarged  on  the  good  policy  of  affording  this  en- 
couragement He  said,  if  the  gentleman  vho 
moves  to  disagree  to  the  amendment,  had  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  duty  on  canvas,  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  consistent ;  and,  in  this  case,  he 
should  be  willing  to  relinquish  this  enhanced  duty 
on  hemp. 

Mr.  GroODHUS  said  he  should  agree  to  the  enhanced 
duty. 

Mr.  Laubahce  opposed  it^  principally  on  account 
of  its  being  a  tax  on  a  raw  material,  and  a  verj 
essential  one,  too,  to  the  navigation  and  commerce 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Madison  offered  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
enhanced  duty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  ta  Foreign  cotton 
being  inserted  among  the  articles  to  be  exempted 
from  duty — 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  it  should  be  struck  oat 
He  thought  it  best  that  the  duty  should  be  con- 
tinued.   Great  quantities,  he  said,  were  raised  in 
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the  Southern  States,  for  which  they  ooold  not  find 
a  market 

Mr.  AmK8  opposed  the  motion.  He  said  there 
were  msnofactores  carried  on  in  the  United  States 
▼iuch  required  foreign  cotton.  Some  things  could 
not  be  manufactured  without  cotton  of  a  partieu- 
Itr  staple.  He  further  remarked,  that  the  encou- 
ngement  to  the  raising  of  cotton  depends  on  the 
manufactures  formed  from  it;  hence  he  inferred 
that  this  very  encouragement  is  suspended  on  a 
doe  attention  to  the  manufactures. 

Mr.  Stk£LK  stated  sundry  particulars,  to  show 
that  the  cotton  raised  in  the  Southern  States  was 
adapted  to  every  species  of  manufactures;  and 
depending  on  encouragement  from  QoYemment, 
the  &rmerB  of  North  OaroUna  had  gone  largely 
into  the  cultivation  of  that  article.  It  is  well 
known,  said  he,  that  the  situation  of  the  three 
Sonthem  States  is  favorable  to  the  raising  of  hemp 
and  cotton ;  and,  on  the  principles  of  reciprocity, 
he  thought  it  but  just  and  equal  to  extend  encou- 
ragement to  the  agricultural  interest  of  those 
States. 

Mr.  Baldwin  observed,  that  he  could  have 
wished  the  gentleman  had  mentioned  the  particu- 
hff  species  of  cotton  which  was  so  necessary  in  the 
mann&ctures,  that  could  not  be  procured  m>m  the 
Sonthem  States.  He  said  that  there  were  two 
•orts  of  cotton  raised  there— one  of  a  d^ort,  the 
other  of  a  long  staple ;  and  under  due  encouraee- 
aient,  they  would  m  a  few  years  raise  every  de* 
•eription  of  that  article. 

Mr.  FiTZsmoNS,  Mr.  Murrat,  and  Mr.  Kir- 
TERA,  supported  the  motion  for  striking  out  the 
article. 

Mr.  Page,  in  favor  of  the  duty,  observed,  that 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ames]  who  had  expressed  lus 
fears  that  American  cotton  would  not  suit  the 
manufacturers,  might  lav  aside  his  fears,  for  he 
knew  from  experience  the  contrary.  That  even 
if  what  had  been  said  of  the  cotton  of  the  United 
States  were  true,  he  knew  that  there  was  reason 
to  heliere  that  the  cotton  of  the  West  and  East 
Indies  would  grow  even  in  Virsinia — ^that  both 
had  been  hitely  introduced  into  Uiat  State.  Such 
fears,  he  said,  might  upon  examination  perhaps  be 
trued  to  the  same  origin  with  some  formerly  in- 
troduced into  Virginia ;  that  the  sheep  of  America 
were  only  useful  as  food,  their  wool  being  unfit 
for  the  woollen  manufacture.  He  added,  he  well 
remmbered  it  was  with  difficulty  some  people  were 
couTinced  that  the  salt  water  of  America  would 
yield  ioU,  He  said,  for  his  part,  he  should  as  easily 
be  persuaded  that  the  fish  of  the  United  States 
were  unfit  for  food,  and  as  incapable  of  being  cured 
80  as  to  be  merchantable,  as  that  the  cotton  of 
America  was  unfit  for  the  cotton  manufactories; 
he,  therefore,  advised  the  worthy  member  to  be 
upon  hia  guard  against  such  insmuations.  As  to 
himself,  Mr.  P.  declared,  he  had  no  idea  that  any 
member  of  either  House  could  wish  to  injure  the 
interests  of  any  of  the  States ;  but,  he  sai^  he  was 
anthorised  to  suppose  that  as  the  manufacturers  in 
general  were  foreigners,  they  had  their  preposses- 
sions and  prejudices,  which  might  give  rise  to  the 
opbioDs  entertained  by  some  genttemen  respect- 


ing  the  unfitness  of  our  cotton  for  manufacture ; 
but  he  averred  that  whatever  gave  rise  to  them, 
they  were  ill-founded,  as  he  had  often  seen  and 
worn  in  the  late  war,  cotton  cloth  and  stockings, 
as  good  and  fine  as  ever  had  been  imported.  As 
to  encouraging  the  manufactures,  however,  said 
he,  I  have  ever  thought  it  foreign  to  the  business 
of  Congress,  and  if  not  so,  a  mere  taking  firom  one 
hand  and  giving  to  another;  a  delicate  afiair, 
which  might  be  misundentood  and  misapplied; 
however,  as  it  is  thrown  in  before  us,  I  take  my 
share  for  my  constituents. 

As  to  the  fears  of  the  member  tnm  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  KittebaI  that  the  culture  of  cotton  may 
iigure  the  farmer,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  could  assure  him 
that  he  had  found  cotton  a  good  preparative  for 
wheat,  and  that  lands  where  he  lived,  which  had 
been  worn  out  with  tobacco,  yielded  excellent  cot- 
ton, and  left  the  ground  in  fine  order  for  wheat, 
and  that  cotton,  if  properly  encouraged,  would  be 
a  good  substitute  for  tobacco. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  put, 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  adiding  to  the  end  thereof 
the  following  dense : 

«  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act  ahall  con- 
tinue until  the  day  of ,  and  until  the 

next  seuioo  of  CkmsTess  which  shall  happen  thereafter, 
and  no  longer ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  expiration 
of  the  same,  the  duties  hereby  extinguished  and  repealed 
ahall  be  revived,  collected,  and  appropriated,  in  the  same 
manner  they  wocdd  have  been  had  this  act  never  been 
passed:" 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  were  taken,  and  stood — 
yeas  32,  nays  31. 

Whereupon,  the  Spsakeb  declared  himself  with 
the  nays.    And  so  the  said  question  was  lost 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  as  fol- 
lows: * 

TxA&-John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  WiUiam  Findley,  William  R  Giles,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  WiUiam  Barrv  Grove,  Daniel 
Heister,  larasl  Jacobs,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew 
Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Psge,  Joeiah  Parker, 
Cornelias  C.  Schoonmaker,  Joehua  Seney,  Upton  Sheri- 
dine,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jona- 
than Storges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable,  Alexander 
White,  Hogh  WilliamsoQ.  and  Francis  Willia 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are— 

Nats.— Jonathan  Trumbull,  &»faker,  Fisher  Ames, 
Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  lUias  Boudinot,  Shear- 
jashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Claris 
Jonathan  Davton,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Elbridge  Geny, 
Nicholas  Giunan,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon, 
Thomaa  Hartley,  James  Hillhouae,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  KitcheU,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance, 
Amasa  Learned,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Augus- 
tus Muhlenbeig,  William  Vans  Murray,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Peter  Sylvester,  Oeoige  Thatcher, 
John  Yining,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 


Fbidat,  AprU  80. 

.The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Bq>ort  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tireasury, 
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on  the  memorial  of  EHphalet  Ladd;  whioh  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Fitzsihons, 
Mr.  Gebky,  and  Mr.  MumuY,  with  inatmction  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  making  a  gene- 
ral provision  for  the  case  of  Uie  petitioner  and 
others  in  similar  oircnmstances. 

A  petition  of  divers  dtisens  and  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  Congress  will  au- 
thorize the  Assembly  of  the  said  State  to  ky  a 
duty  by  wa^  of  tonnage  or  toll  on  vessels  oonung 
over  the  Bar  and  Swash  and  Croatan  Sho^  for 
the  express  purpose  of  deepening  the  same,  and 
thereby  removing  the  obstruction  to  the  navigsr 
tion  leading  to  the  towns  of  Edenton,  Washing- 
ton, and  Newbem. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr-  Williamson,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Tucker  j 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 

Sirt  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
ouse. 

* 

PUBLICATION  OP  THE  DEBATES. 

Before  the  House  proceeded  to  the  oxder  of  the 
day — 

Mr.  Oerrt  said,  that  the  circumstance  of  a  pub- 
lication which  had  made  its  appearance  that  morn- 
ing induced  him  to  rise  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing forward  a  proposition  respecting  a  full  and  im- 
Eirtial  publication  of  the  debates  of  that  House, 
very  gentleman,  he  believed,  would  agree  with 
him  that,  from  a  publication  of  this  kind,  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  would  derive  such  infor- 
mation respecting  the  proceeding  of  the  Legishir 
ture,  and  the  principles  on  which  the  laws  are 
grounded,  as  must  be  productive  of  the  most  salu- 
tary effects,  and  attach  the  people  more  strongly 
to  the  General  Government;  but  that  ez  parte 
publications  can  have  no  other  tendency  fhan  to 
misrepresent  their  proceedings,  and  alienate  the 
affioctions  of  the  citizens.  He  therefore  moved  the 
following  resolution : 

••  Whereas  an  impartial  publicatioa  of  the  Debates 
of  Ooogresf,  stating  accurately  their  L^lative  mea- 
sureo,  and  the  reasous  urged  for  aod  against  them,  is  a 
desirable  object,  inasmuch  as  it  may  aid  the  Executive 
in  administering  the  Government,  the  Judiciary  in  ex- 
pounding the  laws,  the  Governments  and  citizens  of 
the  several  States  in  forming  a  judgment  of  the  conduct 
of  their  respective  Representatives,  and  Congress  them- 
selves in  revising  and  amending  their  Legislative  pro- 
ceedings: And  whereas,  from  the  want  of  proper  ar- 
rangements, such  publication  has  not  been  aooom- 
pushed — 

1*^."?'?*^'"^* persons,  of  good  reputation, 

and  skilled  in  the  art  of  stenography,  be,  at  the  next 
session,  appointed  by  ballot,  to  take  and  publish  impaiw 
tially  and  accurately,  the  Legislative  subjecto  which  may 
be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  the 
debates  thereon  of  the  members  respectively ;  tliat  the 
persons  so  to  be  appointed  be  considered  as  officers  of 
the  House,  and  provided  for  accordingly;  that  they  be 
severally  qualified  bv  oath  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 
trust ;  and  that  such  regulations  shall  be  prescribed, 
as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  them  in  attaining  the 
salutary  objects  of  their  appointment" 

This  (Mr.  G.  said)  was  a  sulgect  which  ought  no 


bnger  to  be  overUxJced.  Whilst  Coogress  nt  tt 
New  York,  great  uneasiness  had  been  occssioned 
in  the  House  by  the  mode  in  which  the  debates 
were  published.  Sometimes  members  were  in- 
troduced  as  uttering  arguments  directlv  the  i«- 
vei-se  of  what  they  mid  advanced.  At  otner  timei, 
the  substance  of  tne  arguments,  as  pnbUshed,  wore 
an  aspect  widely  different  from  what  they  bad 
when  offered  in  debate.  In  some  instances,  their 
arguments  were  so  garbled  that  they  themselTes 
were  unable  to  recognise  them  in  print ;  in  others, 
they  were  disfigured  with  erammatioal  errors,  and 
rendered  totally  unintelligible  ;^  and«  on  many  oc- 
casions, the  arguments  on  one  side  of  the  questioa 
only  were  published. 
Such  were  the  effects  produced  by  this  mode  of 

f publication,  that  a  gentleman  from  South  CaroUoa 
Mr.  BuRK£]  brought  forward  a  motion  for  cor- 
recting those  evils,  which  was  debated  for  some 
time.  After  the  subject  had  been  two  or  three 
times  under  discussion,  the  House  was  infonsed 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  care  being  taken  in 
future  to  correct  the  errors ;  and  thus  the  matter 
was  passed  over. 

Mr.  G.  then  mentioned  a  drcmnstance  vbicb 
he  had  learned  from  a  gentleman  who  had  de* 
elared  he  could  prove  it  on  oath  before  the  Home, 
if  called  upon,  viz:  that,  having  a^edEed  one  of  thoae 
persons  who  at  that  time  pubUahed  the  debates, 
"  how  he  could  think  of  publishing  them  soinB^ 
cnrately  P**  the  answer  was,  *<  that  he  was  noder 
a  necessity  of  obliging  his  employera."  Heoce,  be 
concluded,  that  there  must  have  been  a  coirapt 
faction  who  influenced  that  short-band  writer. 

When  Congress  first  came  to  ttas  city,  the  de- 
bates were  published  pretty  accurately;  and  ao 
they  were  this  session,  in  some  of  the  papers,  bat 
in  others,  the  case  was  otherwise ;  and  ne  hiinsdf» 
as  well  as  other  gentlemen,  had  been  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  publicly  contradicting  them  in  print  In 
some  of  the  debates,  the  answer  to  an  argnment 
was  published  before  the  argument  itself  made  its 
appearance;  on  other  occasions,  they  were  pnb- 
lished  very  fully  on  one  side  of  the  qaestum, 
whilst  nothing  appeared  on  the  otiier.  Everj 
gentleman,  he  oelieved,  would  admit  that  this  vas 
a  true  state  of  the  business ;  and  it  was  well  known 
that,  on  many  important  occasions,  no  debates  bad 
been  published  at  alL 

The  want  of  regularity  in  the  publication  was, 
he  supposed,  owing,  in  some  measure,  to  the  want 
of  proper  encouragement,  as  the  printers  of  news- 
papers would  not  probably  find  their  account  in 
allowing  a  sufficient  compensation  to  induce  short- 
hand writers  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  tbe 
business. 

Mr.  O.  then  read  from  the  American  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser (of  Friday  last)  the  fdllowing  passage: 

"  A  warm  debate  hereupon  took  place,  during  tbe 
course  of  which,  one  gentleman,  who  strenuously  sop- 
ported  the  motion,  was  several  times  interrupted.  Ap- 
prehensions were  expressed  of  dangerous  cooeequenc(!$, 
m  case  his  speech  should  appear  in  print ;  aod  an  ho- 
norable member,  who  opposea  the  motion,  [Mr.  OERtr,] 
declared  that  the  manner  in  which  the  debates  of  Con- 
gress bad  been  published,  and  the  busiDeaB  condacted, 
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during  the  pratent  aewion,  bad  %  direel  tendency  to 
biiog  about  a  diasolution  of  the  Union. 

*'  Ab  the  honorable  geotlenuui  did  not  further  explain 
himself^  we  are  at  a  lose  to  determine  whether  he  meant 
to  tftx  the  pabliflben  of  the  debates  with  inaccuracy  in 

BUting  them  wrong, or  imprudence,  in  stating 

tbem  rights  and  freelypubliahing  whatever  sentiments 
sDj  member  of  that  House  may^  thiuk  proper  to  ez- 

Sress,  in  the  constitutional  ezerdse  of  tne  ireedom  of 
ebate.  But,  certain  we  are,  that  he  eonld  not  mean 
to  itigmatice  them  as  actuated  by  partiality,  undue  in- 
fluence, or  sinister  motives  of  any  kind." 

Here  (said  Mr.  G.)  an  idea  was  held  up  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  spoken  first  [Mr.  Mbrcvr] 
wss  interrupted.  But  it  is  not  said  that  X  was  io- 
terruptedy  too.  I  was  interrupted  as  often  as  he. 
The  House  can  determine  whether  I  have  ever 
tiken  any  measures  to  prevent  a  free  and  candid 
publication  of  the  debates.  On  the  contrary,  I 
have  always  endeavored  to  obtain  it;  and  I  will 
stSl  proceed  to  accomplish  it  as  &r  as  possible.  I 
think  neither  this  House^  nor  an^  of  its  members, 
ought  to  be  subject  to  publications  of  this  kind. 
If  they  are,  they  will  be  obliged  either  to  enter 
into  paper  wars  with  printers,  or  to  relinquish  the 
public  good.  It  is  incumbent  on  the  House  to 
take  measures  to  prevent  misrepresentatbn.  I 
therefore  submit  to  tne  House  the  resolution  which 
I  have  read ;  and  I  hope  that,  if  the  proposition 
itself  appears  worthy  of  their  attention,  they  will 
take  it  into  consideration;  or,  if  it  wants  any 
amendment,  they  will  refer  it  to  a  committee ;  for 
I  think  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  any  longer 
neglected. 

Ur.  Mkickb. — I  second  the  motion :  and  I  think 
the  publicadon  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  read  to  the  House  contains  but  a  fair  state- 
ment of  facts.  The  gentleman^  in  the  course  of 
the  former  debate,  made  some  very  strange  allu- 
sioQs  to  what  was  said  by  me,  which  were  wholly 
unauthorized*  I  consider  it  as  a  primary  object 
in  this  Government  that  we  should  on  this  floor 
be  at  aU  times  free  to  express  our  sentiments  of 
the  Government,  without  involying  the  Govern- 
ment  itself.  I  consider  such  a  measure  as  is  now 
contemplated  to  be  well  worthy  the  serious  at- 
tention  of  the  House.  We  are  at  a  distance  from 
our  constituents;  and  it  is  a  misfortune  that  we 
are  withdrawn  from  their  inspection^  by  being 
placed  in  a  part  of  the  Union  where  it  is  not  easy 
to  compare  our  circumstances  and  conduct  in  pri- 
vate life  with  the  motives  which  may  be  supposed 
to  influence  our  political  conduct  Our  constitu- 
ents ought  to  be  acquainted  with  our  proceedings 
here ;  and  it  is  only  from  a  full  and  accurate  pub* 
lication  of  the  debates  of  thia  House  that  they  can 
obtain  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  Gerrt  said,  that  the  paragraph  he  had  read 
did  not  contain  a  full  statement  of  facts,  as  the 
apprehensions  he  had  expressed  were  only  in  case 
the  arguments  should  go  *'  unantvoered,^^ 

Mr.  Giles  made,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  seconded, 
amotion  for  referring  the  resolution  to  a  select 
committee,  to  report  such  regulatioQ  as  they  may 
think  necessary  for  the  publication  of  Uie  debates. 


An  additional  reason  for  the  reimnce  was,  that 
some  alteration  in  the  wording  appeared  neces* 
sary,  [to  lir.  SMrrn,]  so  &r  as  respects  the  Judi« 
dary,  kc 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  objected  to  the  commitment,  aa 
he  thought  it  a  subject  of  considerable  consequence, 
and  there  would  not  be  time  to  take  it  up  during 
the  present  session,  the  House  having  already  out- 
sat the  time  which  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature had  proposed  for  the  adjournment.  This 
was  bis  only  objection ;  otherwise,  he  was  fiur  from 
being  ppposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Giua  thought  the  consequenoe  of  letting 
the  matter  lie  over  till  next  session  would  be,  that 
it  would  die  away,  and  nothing  would  be  done* 
Unless  some  steps  be  taken  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, no  persons  would  come  forward  as  candi- 
dates at  the  commencement  of  the  next  But  if  a 
committee  report  on  the  subiect,  the  House  may 
determine  what  steps  are  to  be  taken,  and  people 
will  be  prepared  accordingly. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  commitment,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  27,  nays  22. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  committed  to 
Mr.  GcRRT,  Mr.  Mxbokb,  Mr.  Lbs,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  KrrTB&a. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FROHTIERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  which  lay  on  the  table  "  for  raisins  a  further 
sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers.*' 

Mr.  Paob  rose  to  renew  the  motion  which  he 
made  yesterday,  that  the  bill  bef<»*e  the  House 
might  be  recommitted. 

I  observed  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  having  been  re- 
minded of  my  duty  by  gentlemen  who  said  that  they 
had  not  brought  any  other  plan  of  ways  and  means 
before  the  House,  if  they  objected  to  that  proposed 
by  the  Secretary,  had  not  done  their  duty,  I  arose 
then  to  show  bow  far  I  had  done  my  duty,  and 
how  fkr  I  was  willine  to  perform  it  I  informed 
the  House  that  as  I  <Sd  not  approve  of  the  Secre- 
tai7*8  third  pkn  (that  which  tne  House  had  adopt- 
ed) I  had  proposed  to  the  leading  members  (an 
expression  which  gave  offence  to  some  gentlemen, 
but  which  I  explained  as  meaning  no  more  than 
members  who  take  the  lead  in  business,  and  to 
whom  I  confessed  myself  obliged  for  their  services, 
and  whom,  when  they  lead  rightly,  I  was  willing  to 
follow)  an  adoption  of  the  Secretary's  second  plan, 
but  not  meeting  with  their  approbation,  I  then  joined 
my  friends  in  endeavors  to  amend  the  bill ;  failing 
in  this,  and  called  on  to  do  my  duty,  I  rise  to  move 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted.  Had  gentlemen,  sir, 
done  what  they  promised  they  would  do,  if  the 
House  would  apply  to  the  Seaetaiy  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  a  plan  of  ways  and  means,  I  should  have 
no  occasion  to  make  this  motion.  They  promised 
that  they  would  freely  and  boldly  examine  bis  re- 
port, and  listen  attentively  to  every  proposition 
which  could  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  have  they  done 
this  ?  No ;  they  embraced  without  hesitation  the 
third  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  as  if  it  were 
because  he  said  it  was  the  best  of  the  three,  with- 
out offering  either  of  the  other  two  plans  to  the 
House,  although  the  second  had  been  proposed  by 
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%  member  from  Mtflsachuseits  |lfr.  Qoodhub] 
before  the  House  had  agreed  to  apply  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  his  opinion.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  those 
gentlemen  will  now  agree  to  recommit  the  bill, 
that  we  may  hMje  an  opportunity  of  trying  whether 
one  of  the  two  other  plans  proposed  by  the  Secre- 
tary, or  some  other,  may  not  be  preferable  to  that 
adopted  in  the  biU :  or,  if  not,  let  us  at  least  see 
whether  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted  may  not 
be  simplified;  for  there  appears  no  shadow  of 
reason  for  repealing  an  act  for  establishing  a  per- 
manent revenue,  to  re-enact  it  in  a  bill  for  raising 
a  sum  of  money  for  a  temporary  purpose — the  busi- 
ness of  a  campaign — ^nor  can  there  be  any  propriety 
in  passing  a  biU  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers, 
which  •  is  in  hci  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  oif 
manufactures,  and  of  the  fisheries,  and  for  increas- 
ing the  Sinking  Fund,  and  also  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  Stamp  Act 

If  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  will  not  adopt 
the  first  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  I  mean 
that  for  disposing  of  the  interest  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  I  confess  I  should  prefer 
to  laying  the  excessive  duties  proposed  in  the  third 
plan,  and  which  are  to  be  levied  by  the  bill  before 
you ;  nor  the  second  plan,  which  was  once  so  well 
recommended  by  the  member  from  Massachusetts, 
at  least  I  hope  they  will  simplify  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  what  is  foreign  to  its  purpose ;  that  is,  the 
repeal  of  the  former  revenue  law ;  and  the  indirect 
introduction  of  a  Stamp  Act ;  if  we  are  to  have  a 
Stamp  Act^  and  I  have  no  objection  to  one,  let  it 
be  introduced  fairly  and  openly,  and  stand  by  it- 
self.   For  my  part,  I  think  it  a  sufficient  reason  to 
recommit  the  bill,  to  amend  it  so  that  it  may  show 
at  one  View  not  only  for  what  purpose  the  addi- 
tional duties  are  to  be  laid,  but  what  they  are.    As 
the  bill  now  stands,  they  are  so  blended  with  other 
duties,  that  no  man  can  see  in  what  manner  the 
sum  wanted  is  to  be  raised.    I  know  I  shall  be  said 
to  be  a  bad  financier,  if  I  propose  to  sell  out  our 
stock  in  the  bank.    I  agree  that  the  Secretary's 
reason  against  selling  now,  when  stocks  are  so  low, 
is  good ;  but  I  know  that  I  speak  like  the  repre- 
sentative  of  plain   dealing,  honest  Republicans, 
when  I  propose  rather  to  sell  out  their  stock  in  the 
bank,  than  to  lay  additional  taxes  on  them,  and  in- 
crease the  duty  on  imports  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
introduce  sroliggling,  which  must  be  destructive 
of  their  morals,  ruinous  to  their  revenue,  and  which 
may  undermine  even  their  manu&ctures,  which 
these  duties  were  intended  to  protect ;  for,  as  I  re- 
marked on  a  former  occasion,  if  you  go  beyond  a 
certain  point  in  taxing  imports,  you  will  tempt 
smugglers  to  introduce  articles  with  which  they 
will  undersell  the  fair  trader  and  the  manufacturer. 
I  confess,  however,  that  as  we  have  an  interest  in 
the  bank,  which  may  be  usefully  applied  to  sink- 
ing the  national  debt — I  am  willing  to  apply  it  to 
that  purpose — and  that  I  prefer  the  Secretary's 
second  plan  to  the  one  the  House  has  adopted.    If 
the  bill  be  committed,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  find  the 
Committee  disposed  to  adopt  that    By  the  plan 
now  in  the  biU,  we  are  in  the  first  instance  to  bor- 
row the  money  wanted.    Why,  if  wo  are  to  lay 
an  additional  auty,  may  we  not  lay  only  enough 


to  pay  the  interest  annually,  and  the  principil  by 
instalments?  This,  I  think,  must  be  mudi  more 
agreeable  to  our  constituents,  than  to  pay  the  whole 
sum  required  by  taxes  in  one  year.  I  see  not  why 
we  should  increase  the  duties  on  imported  articles 
rather  than  on  tonnage.  I  think  an  additicmil  duty 
on  foreign  tonnage,  or,  if  Congress  have  the  courage 
to  lay  i^  on  vessels  of  nations  not  in  alliaaoe  with 
us,  would  easily  raise  a  sum  for  the  discharge  of 
the  loan  necessary  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  high  time  to  increase  the  tonnage 
on  such  vessels ;  it  is  more  than  two  years  since 
this  House  declared  that  it  would  lay  an  additional 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  of  a  certam  nation,  if 
it  would  not  m&e  a  commercial  aQianoe  with 
our  States.  I  know  it  is  said  that  such  a  mea- 
sure might  impede  a  treaty;  but,  sir,  no  natum 
upon  earth  has  a  right  to  resent  such  a  step,  nor 
can  we  be  iniured  by  retaliation.  As  to  a  treaty, 
I  doubt  much  whether  we  stand  in  need  of  one. 
I  fear  the  business  of  treaties  is  better  understood 
elsewhere  than  here^  and  that  Foreign  Ministers 
might  be  an  overmatch  for  us  in  such  negotia- 
tions. I  had  rather  regulate  our  commerce,  so  is 
to  induce  the  country  with  which  we  wish  to 
trade  upon  advantageous  terms,  to  grant  us  sach 
terms;  at  all  events,  I  should  aim  at  increasing 
our  revenue  in  this  manner.  If  we  cannot  extend 
our  commerce,  and  at  present  I  would  avoid  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  imports,  I  think  that  the  lands 
in  the  Western  Territory  should  be  sold,  and  ton- 
nage increased,  before  we  lay  any  further  burden 
on  imported  articles — a  burden  which  most  be 
unequally  felt  by  the  different  States.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  bill  will  be  recommitted,  and 
so  amended,  that  it  may  pass  by  a  great  majoritj. 

Mr.  Hartlvt  made  some  observations  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  motion.  The  motion  to  recomnut  was 
nentived. 

The  bill  then  being  open  to  amendments,  Mr. 
Williamson  objected  to  the  section  which  ex- 
empted books  imported  for  Colleges  and  Acade- 
mies from  a  duty,  and,  after  stating  some  reasons 
for  his  opinion,  moved  to  amend  the  section  by 
striking  out  the  clause  making  this  exception. 
This  motion,  after  some  debate,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  being  further  amended,  was,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  Uiird  time  to-morrow. 


Satubdat,  April  21. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanj- 
ing  his  report  on  the  several  petitions  of  Josiis 
Clapham,  John  Higby,  John  Elias  Moore,  Wil- 
liam Arnold,  William  Albaugh,  and  Margiret 
Crowell,  executors  of  Henry  Crowell,  deceased; 
Daniel  Freer;  Laurana  Richardson,  administn- 
trix  of  George  Richardson,  deceased;  Elizabeth 
Mark,  widow  of  Gkorge  Mark,  deceased;  Hemy 
Lee,  William  Graham,  jr.,  William  Baker,  Wil- 
liam Jones,  Daniel  Schermerhom,  John  Crane, 
Peter  Huber,  John  Hays,  Daniel  Bobbins,  Jobn 
Pollhemus,  Thomas  Donnellan,  Stephen  Reminr 
'  ton,  Samuel  Skillman,  John   Hayden,  Job  Kit- 
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tredge,  Ebeneier  Whittemore,  and  Martha  Whitte- 
more,  heirs  of  William  Kittredge,  deceased,  and 
William  Robinson,  respectively,  praying  the  renewal 
of  certain  certificates,  which  are  alleged  to  have 
been  destroyed  or  lost ;  which  report  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Lbb,  Mr.  Stbrrbtt, 
Mr.  Thatchcs  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 
thereof^  and  report  the  same,  wit|i  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  others,  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  an  act  estab- 
blishing  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States  may  be  passed,  under  such 
restrictions  and  with  such  limitations  as  Congress 
shall  think  just  Referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  raising  a  further  sum  of 
money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled ;  and, 
on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass — 

Mr.  Paob  made  the  following  remarks :  If  the 
bill  were  what  its  title  says  it  is,  I  should  be  the 
last  man  in  this  House  to  vote  against  it     But  it 
is  80  different  :from  what  its  title  represents  it  to 
be,  that  this,  added  to  the  objections  which  I  have 
already  made  and  heard  against  it,  I  shall  vote 
against  its  passage.    Sir,  it  is  not  a  bill  for  the 
protection  of  the  firontiers,  but  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  certain  manu&ctures  and  of  the  fisheries, 
and  for  the  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund.    It  is  a 
bill  rery  different  from  what  it  ought  to  be,  and 
is  about  to  pass,  from  what  has  fallen  from  some 
gentlemen,  as  a  compromise  for  the  assumption  of 
the  State  debts,  and   an  encouragement  to  the 
manufiusturers  and  fisheries.    Such  compromise  I 
cannot  approTe  of;  and  such  a  bill  I  cannot  vote 
for.    If  it  be  thrown  out,  I  think  we  may  bring  in 
one  to  answer  its  purpose  much  better.    It  is  im- 
proper to  entangle  this  bill  with  matter  foreign  to 
it    There  is  no  occasion  to  repeal  the  act  for  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  revenue  to  blend  it  with  this 
bill. 

Mr.  MiTRRAY  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.    A 
great  and  unexpected  calamity  had  called  on  the 
country  for  money  for  the  support  of  a  necessary  and 
increased  army.    In  the  discussion  of  this  bill  there 
bad  been  a  perpetual  reiteration  nf  objection  by 
some  members  as  to  the  inexpedience  and  impro- 
priety of  a  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  his  opinion.    This  might  have  been  all 
very  fair  before  the  reference  was  made,  and  his 
report  obtained,  but  was  not  altogether  absolutely 
necessary  now,  when  the  question  was  not  a  re- 
ference, but  the  best  mode  of  raising  the  sum 
wanted.     He  had,   however,  been  convinced  of 
this,  that  had  the  faith  of  the  House  rested  itself 
on  the  powers  of  those  who  perpetually  recur  to 
^be  reference,  and  who    propose   nothing  them- 
^l^es,  little  could  have  been  accomplished.    For 
^rely  if  those  who  in  the  midst  of  a  general  call 
for  the  exercise  of  invention  and  judgment,  con- 


tent themselves  with  complaints  at  the  mode  in 
which  the  resources  of  the  country  have  been 
shown  to  us,  we  must  conclude  that  either  they 
have  not  power,  or  want  inclination  to  originate  or 
to  amend — a  fidr  field  has  been  open  to  both. 

We  had  been  called  on  to  raise  five  hundred 
and  fifty  odd  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  a  firontier  defence ;  we  referred  the  mode 
of  raising  the  sum  to  the  Secretary,  still  retaining 
what  we  conld  not  yield — the  power  of  altering, 
amending,  or  wholly  r^ecting  the  report  of  that 
officer.    He  said  that  he  had  voted  the  reference 
for  reasons  which  he  would   not  again   repeat 
Satisfied,  as  he  now  was,  that  he  had  been  then 
right,  he  would  now  vote  for  the  measure,  which, 
with  some  amendments  on  the  Secretaxy's  system, 
had  arisen   from  the  report    The  opposition  to 
the  reference  at  first  seemed  to  him  to  be  founded 
among  other  reasons  in  a  properiy  grounded  con- 
sciousness of  some  members  in  their  own  ability 
to  do  without  official  assistance.     He  had  imag- 
ined, however,  that  when  the  report  came  to  be 
taken  up,  it  would  not  have  been  treated  with 
merely  naked  opposition.    He  hoped,  and  he  de- 
clared  himself  sincere   in   the    expectation,   that 
some  gentlemen,  whose  distinguished  talents  fitted 
them  for  something  better  than  the  mere  preven- 
tion of  evil,  would  have  fiivored  the  committee 
with  plans  of  their  own,  and  at  all  events  have 
joined  in  improving  and  correcting,  not  merely  by 
limitation  of  time,  but  by  supplying  and  ingrafting 
strength  where  there  might  be  weakness,  and  a 
substitute  of  something  better  where  there  was 
merely  good.    When  the  bill  came  into  discussion 
he  expected  that  when  gentlemen  opposed  one 
proposition  they  would  candidlv  have  given  an 
election  of  a  better  by  proposing  something  of 
their  own.    Where  there  was  no  alternative  pre- 
sented, there  could  be  no  choice ;  and  it  was  natu- 
ral to  expect  where  proof  is  given  of  the  badness 
of  one  system,  the  judgment  should  have  a  chance 
of  comparing  what  is  alleged  to  be  defective  with 
that  which  is  more  eligible  and  perfect    Rut  he 
lamented  that  gentlemen  had  offered  nothing  like 
an  alternative  in  the  very  moment  when  their 
efforts  seemed  to  be  dh*ected  to  defeat  a  bill,  for 
which  they  neither  promised  nor  offered  a  substi- 
tute.   Had  the  same  ingenuity,  that  appeared  to 
pride  itself  in  its  power  of  impeding,  been  exer* 
cised  in  its  ability  to  create,  to  amend,  and  to  pro- 
pose, he  had  not  a  doubt  but  that  yet  a  more  per- 
fect and  better  digested  system  had  been  the  result. 
As  he  was  bound  to  no  particular  lesson  of  finance, 
he  would  have  met  the  proposition  of  members 
with  partiality,  and  exercised  his  judgment  with 
deference  and  candor.    On  all  sides  it  was  agreed 
that  the  local  feelings  and  knowledge  of  the  nation 
were  here;  they  ought,  then,  occasionally  in  the 
progress  of  the  bill  to  have  here  suggested  the 
claims  of  particular  interests,  and  in  all  practicable 
cases  to  have  ingrafted  them;  this  was  done  in 
some  instances,  particularly  the  protecting  duties 
by  which  the  hemp  and  cotton  of  the  Southern 
States,  and  the  iron  of  the  middle  States,  are  en- 
couraged and  established.    He  said  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  but  with  a  few  refnarks  why  the 
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bill  appeared  not  only  defensible,  but  good.  The 
predominant  feature  of  it  was  its  natumality,  as  it 
respected  impartial,  and,  as  far  as  circumstanoes 
admit,  equal  justice  and  encouragement  to  the  in- 
terests and  raw  materials  of  the  respective  States. 
It  presented  -a  point  in  which  the  relatire  Interests 
of  the  country,  and  the  various  resources  of  its 
natural  riches,  had  Been  combined  with  skill  and 
harmony.  A  temper  of  conciliation  had  actuated 
members  in  the  several  exemptions  and  protections 
which  they  had  brought  forward ;  this  was  a  prin- 
ciple invaluable  in  a  (Government  whose  very  soul 
results  from  that  union  in  which  the  natural,  but 
distinct  and  variant,  resources  of  the  countzy  could 
alone  flourish. 

They  can  furnish  but  by  combination  and  mutual 
aid.  Had  the  bill  no  other  good,  it  contained  this, 
that  it  exhibited  a  striking  proof  to  all  the  world 
that  in  the  various  natural  endowments  of  a  coun- 
try so  variously  gifted,  there  existed  such  a  charac- 
ter of  relation  to  each  other  as  to  secure  great 
internal  wealth  and  prosperity  when  combined 
together,  and  when  acted  on  by  a  desire  to  render 
the  natural  wealth  and  raw  materials  of  one  State 
instrumental  to  the  industry  and  happiness  of  an- 
other. In  this  bill  the  raw  materials  of  the  more 
southern  States  are  protected,  and  made  to  serve 
the  purposes  of  industry  and  manufacture  in  the 
more  northern  State&  Manu&cturers  would  in- 
deed be  a  fitvored  class  of  the  community  if  the 
same  protecting  duties  which  secured  to  them  the 
chances  of  trade,  did  not  at  the  same  time  secure 
to  the  agricultural  interests  a  sure  market  for  the 
raw  materials  of  which  the  manufacture  is  com- 
posed. 

In  the  early  stages  of  this  bill,  several  gentle- 
men complained  of  the  preference  shown  to  the 
manufacturing  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  was 
said  that  the  protecting  duties  would  operate  ex- 
clusively in  the  Eastern  States.  When,  however,' 
on  the  completion  of  this  bill,  we  see  the  recipro- 
city under  which  the  agricultural  and  the  manu- 
fiicturing  interests  have  been  viewed  and  cher- 
ished, we  must  be  forced  to  own  both  the  liberal 
and  conciliating  spirit  with  which  the  House  has 
been  moved,  as  well  as  the  mutual  dependence  on 
which  these  apparently  opposite  interests  really 
are  supported.  In  the  instances  of  hemp  and  cot- 
ton, to  which  the  more  Southern  States  are  best 
adapted,  we  see  such  a  preference  given  that  the 
duties  on  these  articles  of  foreign  growth  almost 
amount  to  exclusion.  Thus  the  cotton  and  the 
hemp  of  the  South  will  be  carried  to  supply  the 
manufactures  of  the  North,  agriculture  be  gradu- 
ally invited  and  drawn  into  activity  and  internal 
supply,  and  the  bands  of  the  Union  ^rawn  amica- 
bly tighter  by  a  mutual  and  habitual  dependence 
of  each  and  all  the  States  in  the  wants  and  pro- 
ductions of  each  other.  The  iron  and  steel  of  the 
Middle  States  were  likewise  protected,  and  as  far 
perhaps  as  our  experience  permitted  experiment,  the 
domestic  resources  of  the  country  were  nursed  and 
guarded.  While  the  raw  materiids  of  the  growth  of 
the  country  have  thus  a  preference,  manufacture 
and  agriculture  will  go  hand  in  hand ;  and  political 
union,  thus  enlivened  by  commercial  barter,  as  it  i^t 


the  only  medium  through  which  their  mutual  pros- 
perities are  produced  and  harmonised,  will  prove 
by  experience  the  blessing  which  all  have  hoped 
for. 

The  objection  of  some  gentlemen  that  the  pro- 
tection of  manufiictures  was  not  the  original  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  he  did  not  think  a  sonnd  one: 
Several  modes  of  raising  the  sum,  which  is  oar 
first  object,  were  held  out  as  alternatives.  This 
mode,  by  imposts,  was  the  most  liked.  The  Use 
of  taxation  being  once  adopted,  the  protection  of 
manufactures  naturally  arose  out  of  the  thing  it- 
self. It  arose  not  as  a  prime  object,  but  as  a  m- 
cessary  incident  He  thought  the  bill  would  in- 
sure productive  revenue;  and  he  thought  the 
collateral  benefit,  as  it  touched  a  production  of  the 
natural  riches  of  the  country,  a  high  recommenda- 
tion. 

The  question  on  passing  the  bill  was  then  taken, 
and  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSnnative— yeas  ST, 
nays  20,  as  follows: 

Ybas.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Beo- 
son,  Ellas  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamio 
Bourne,  John  Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Fiodlej, 
Thomas  Eitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilmao. 
Benjamin  Qoodhue,  James  Gordon,  llonias  Hartlej, 
James  Hillhoase,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Aarw 
Kitchell,  J.  W.  Kittera,  John  Jjauraoce^  Amasa  Leaincd, 
Samuel  Liverinore,  Andrew  Hoore,  Frederick  Avg» 
tus  Mohleaberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niki, 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrott,  Joosthia 
Sturges,  Peter  Sjlvester,  George  Thatdier,  John  Viniqg, 
Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Aleiaodtf 
White. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abrahaaa  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Bw  Giles,  WiUiam  Barry  Gkove,  Nathaniel  Mscoo, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Page,  Jo- 
siah  Parker,  Cornelias  0.  Schoonmaker,  Joshua  Sener, 
Upton  Sheridine,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Thomu 
Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Fraodi 
Willis. 

WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS'  CLAIMS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  laying  before  Congress  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  he  had  received  from  the  Judges  of 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  held  for  the 
Pennsylvania  District,  relatively  to  the  "Act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  esta- 
bliished,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid  pen- 
sions.*' 

The  copy  of  the  Letter  referred  to  in  the  said 
Message  was  read,  as  follows : 

FBUADEunuA,  April  18, 1792. 
7b  the  PamosiiT  tf  the  UNrraD  Statis  : 

Sir  :  To  you  it  officially  belongs  to  **  take  care  that 
the  lawe*  of  the  United  States  **  be  faithfully  executtd.' 
Before  tou,  therefore,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  lay  the 
sentiments  which,  on  a  late  painful  occasion,  ffOTened 
us,  with  regard  to  an  act  passed  by  the  Legiuatore  of 
the  Union. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have  vested  in  Coe* 
gross  aU  Legielative  powers  "  granted  in  tbe  Coostitu- 
tion." 
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Tbey  have  vested  in  one  Supreme  Oonrt,  and  in  inch 
inferior  GoorU  as  the  Oongress  shall  establish,  **  the 
Mieial  power  of  the  United  States." 

It  is  worthj  of  remark  that,  in  Oongress,  the  vhole 
Legislative  power  of  the  UnitCKl  States  is  not  vested. 
An  important  part  of  that  power  was  exercised  by  the 
people  themselves,  when  they  "  ordained  and  established 
the  CoDstitatioD." 

"  This  Constitution"  is  "  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.** 
This  supreme  law  *'  all  Judicial  oflScers  of  the  United 
States  are  bonnd,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support** 

It  is  a  principle  important  to  freedom,  that,  in  Oov- 
emment,  the  Judicial  should  be  distinct  from,  and  in- 
depeudeDt  of^  the  Legidati»€  department.  To  this 
important  prindpje  the  people  of  the  United  States 
io  forming  meir  Constitution,  have  manifested  the  high- 
est regard. 

The  V  have  placed  their  Judiaal  power,  not  in  Coo- 
gress,  bat  in  **  C&mrt9!*  They  have  ordained,  that  the 
*'  Jadges"  of  those  courts  shall  hold  their  offices  **  du- 
ring good  behaviour  ;**  and  that  *'  during  their  oontinu- 
•ooe  in  office,  their  salaries  shall  not  be  diminished.** 

Congress  have  lately  passed  an  act,  "to  regulate** 
(amoDg  other  things)  **  the  claims  of  invalid  pensions." 

UpoB  due  consideration  we  have  been  unanimously 
of  opinion  that,  under  this  act,  the  Circuit  Court,  held 
for  tLe  Pennsylvania  district,  could  not  proceed : 

1.  Because  the  business,  directed  by  this  act,  is  not 
of  a  Judicial  nature;  it  forms  no  part  of  the  power 
vested,  by  the  Constitution,  in  the  Courts  of  the  united 
States ;  tbe  Circuit  Court  must  consequently  have  pro- 
ceeded without  constitutional  authority. 

2.  Because,  U,  upon  tiiat  business,  the  .Court  had 
proceeded,  its  judgments,  (for  its  opinions  are  its  judg- 
ments) might,  nnder  the  same  act,  have  been  revised 
and  eoDtriHled  by  the  Legislature,  and  by  an  officer  in 
the  Executive  Department ;  such  revision  and  control 
we  deemed  radically  inconsistent  with  independence  of 
that  Judicial  power  which  is  vested  in  the  courts  ;  and, 
consequently,  with  that  important  principle,  which  is 
90  strictly  obaerved  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

These,  sir,  are  the  reasons  of  our  conduct.  Be  as- 
sured that,  Uiough  it  became  necessary,  it  was  far  from 
being  pleasant.  To  be  obliged  to  act  contrary  either  to 
the  obrious  directions  of  Congress,  or  to  a  constitution- 
si  principle,  in  our  judgment,  equally  obvious,  excited 
feeling  in  us,  which  we  hope  never  to  experience  again. 
We  have  the  honor  to  m,  with  the  most  perfect  con- 
sideration and  respeet,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
hufflUe  servants, 

JAMES  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR. 
RICHARD  PETERS. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  tbe  coramittee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio;  which  wis  received  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acoompanving 
his  report  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Neil ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordartdy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  recruiting  service,  and  to 
report  thereupon  to  the  House;  and  that  Mr. 
HutTLET,  Mr.  Moofiii  and  Mr.  Thatchbr,  be  the 
said  Committee. 


MoMDAT,  April  SS8. 

A  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  autnorizing  the 
erant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  John 
Cleves  Syibmes  and  his  associates ;  and  that  Mr. 
Datton,  Mr.  Tredwell,  and  Mr.  Gilmah,  be  of  the 
said  committee. 

THE  MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  UnioDy 
suppress  insurrections,  aad  repel  invasions: 

The  second  section  of  Uie  biU  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  objected  to  the  general  terms 
used  in  this  section ;  he  thoueht  the  nature  of  the 
offences  intended  to  be  guarded  against^  ought  to 
be  more  particularly  defined,  that  &e  sources  from 
whence  complaints  should  issue  should  be  pointed 
out 

Mr.  Bbnson  was  in  favor  of  introducing  the  ex- 
press words  of  tbe  Constitution,  and  moved  to  strike 
out  certain  expressions  for  the  purpose  of  substi- 
tuting those  words. 

Mr.  Whitb  observed,  that  the  objections  which 
had  now  been  started  were  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  attempts  were  made  to  render  the  clause 
more  express  and  definite,  but  it  was  found  tliej 
only  rendered  it  more  obscure. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  he  considered  the  objection 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  as  involving  a 
dangerous  principle.  It  seems  to  suppose  that  the 
Qeneral  Qovemment  only  possesses  the  power  to 
suppress  insurrections ;  whereas  the  States  indivi- 
dually certainly  possess  this  power ;  they  can  sup- 
press insurrections  and  will  do  it;  their  interest  is 
involved  in  supporting  the  laws,  and  they  are  fully 
competent  to  do  it 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  said  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire objects  to  the  cUuse  because,  it  is  not  par- 
ticular enough;  while  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  thinks  it  not  general  enough ;  he  thought  that 
the  clause  was  very  well  expressed ;  it  adopts  that 
medium  which  in  such  cases  is  perhaps  always  the 
safest 

Mr.  Paob. — I  move  to  strike  out  the  dauso— it 
Cfinnot  be  amended ;  I  hope  there  is  no  occasion 
for  such  a  clause ;  it  holds  out  an  idea  of  resistance 
which  I  will  not  suppose  can  exist  Mild  and 
equitable  laws  will  not  be  resisted ;  and  if  Congress 
should  be  so  infatuated  as  to  enact  those  of  a  con- 
trary nature,  I  hope  they  will  be  repealed,  and  not 
enforced  by  martial  law.  We  have  seen  no  occasion 
for  three  years  past  of  such  a  law  as  is  now  sup- 
posed necessary.  If  the  resistance  be  small,  said  a 
member  from  North  Carolina,  the  magistrates  will 
be  competent  to  the  business ;  if  great,  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  attempt  to  crush  it.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  make  laws  merely  because  the  Consti- 
tution authorizes  a  dangerous  power. 
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House  yesterday,  to  the  bill  to  proride  Ibr  calling 
forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
lappress  fnsurrections,  and  repel  inTsdons. 

The  second  section  of  the  bO},  for  calling  forth 
tiie  Militia,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  GooDBVB  obserred  that  the  amendment 
appeared  to  him  to  require  some  amendm^t;  for 
an  insurrection  maj  happen  in  a  remote  part  of 
the  Union,  and  all  the  mischief  completed  before 
this  proclamation  could  reach  the  spot 

Mr.  FiTzsiMOMS  obserred  that  the  proclamation 
could  reach  the  scene  of  action  as  soon  as  the  or- 
der from  the  pREsipEHT  for  callinf  forth  the  Mi- 
litia could;  therefore,  the  objection  applies  to 
other  parts  of  the  bill 

Mr.  Mercbr  supported  the  amendment  on  pre- 
cedent, and  by  arguments  drawn  from  ftcts  and 
experience. 

Mr.  LiTnufORB  objected,  generally^  to  any 
amendment  of  the  bill.  He  doubted  whether  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States  had  a  right  to 
authorize  the  Presidekt  to  call  forth  the  Militia 
till  some  real  necessity  for  the  measure  should 
exist 

Mr.  Clark  inquired  whether  the  United  States 
have  a  right  to  call  on  the  justices  of  the  peace 
to  execute  the  laws  of  Congress  ?  if  they  hare  no 
such  right,  the  amendment^  so  fkr  as  it  respects 
those  officers,  is  nugatonr. 

Mr.  Whitb  was  in  niTor  of  {be  clause  gene- 
rally, but  said  he  had  no  idea  that  the  General  Go- 
Yemment  had  any  right  to  call  on  the  officers  of 
the  particular  States  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  GxRRT,  adverting  to  sereral  parts  of  the 
Constitution,  observed,  that  nothing  could  be 
plainer  than  this — that  the  General  Government 
nad  a  right  to  require  the  assistance  of  the  offi- 
cers of  we  several  State  Governments;  for  they 
have  severally  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  KnTERA  opposed  the  amendment  He 
thought  the  tendency  of  it,  so  fkr  fnrn  operating 
to  suppress  insurn^ctions,  would  produce  them  in 
a  much  greater  degree.  He  objected  particularly 
to  that  part  of  the  dause  which  required  the  pro- 
clamation's being  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  insur- 
gents. He  believed  it  was  true,  that  no  advan- 
tage had  ever,  in  fact,  resulted  fh>m  the  practice. 

It  was  then  voted  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of 
the  amendment,  which  respects  calling  on  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  or  the  judges  to  read  the  pro- 
clamation. 

And  then  the  said  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  authoridng  the  pRKsmnrr  of  the  Se- 
nate and  Sprakkb  of  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives  to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the  5th 
day  of  May  next,  to  doao  their  present  sessions, 
and  to  meet  again  on  such  di^  as  may  by  law  be 
directed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
firom  the  Senate  on  Monday  last,  desiring  a  con- 


ference with  this  House  on  the  snli^ect-DHitler  of 
the  amendments  disagreed  to  hj  Una  Hooae,  and 
insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  more  dfect- 
uaUv  to  provide  for  the  national  defenoe,  by  esta* 
blishing  an  uniform  Militia  throughout  the  fjixHcd 
States.    Whereupon, 

Bmoked^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  tiie 
said  conference,  and  that  Mr.  Class,  Mr.  fFmrx^ 
and  Mr.  Murrat,  be  appmnted  aiianagen  at  tiie 
same,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consid^  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  on  the  16th  instant,  to  ttie  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  fbr  rcgnlatiDg  pro- 
cesses in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  end  pro- 
viding compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,**  and  made 
Some  progress  therein,  when  an  adjoummeDt  was 
called  for.  Whereupon,  the  several  orders  of  the 
day  were  further  postponed  until  to-morroir. 


Tbursdat,  April  86. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  calKog  fbrtii 
the  Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WHiUAMsoH,  fh>m  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis  Garangcr,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  his  broth<»*,  Charles  Uaran- 
ger,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  taole. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  Tef^rred  the  peti- 
tion of  Charies  Colvill  and  William  Roberteon. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  refbneJ  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentkmed. 

Ifr.  LsE,  from  ti)e  committee  to  whom  was  le* 
ferred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  sundry  petitions,  praving  the  renewal  of  certi- 
ficates which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordtfed  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  bv  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  16th  instant,  to  the  bin  sent 
fi*om  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  r^^ting  pro- 
cesses in  tiie  Courts  of  the  United  Sti^s,  and  pro- 
viding compensations  for  tiie  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  fin*  jurors  and  witnesses;"  mnd  the 
same  being  further  amended,  were,  on  the  ques- 
tion severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tiie 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments  thereto,  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
dons  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  18th  instant,  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  aUeratioBa 
in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  hid  upon 
distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying 
others  in  their  stead ;  and,  also,  upon  spirits  dis- 
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tilled  within  the  United  States,  and  for  appnmri- 
ftting  the  same;  and,  the  said  reeolutionB  being 
twice  read,  were,  on  the  question  eeverally  put 
thavnpen,  SRfeed  to  by  the  Honae. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in^pur- 
naat  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  ^iz- 
IIX0N8,  Mr.  Fakkeb,  and  Mr.  Macon»  do  pxepare 
aDdhrinff  in  the  samop 

Hie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  authorisinff  a  grant 
and  oQUTeyanoe  of  certain  lands  to  John  GeYes 
Sjnmies  and  his  associates ;  and,  after  some  time 
■pent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  oonsidem- 
tiop,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bv  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
ameodment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  confirm  an 
award  or  report  of  referees  between  the  United 
States  and  Comfort  Sands,  and  others ;  and  that 
Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  SinTH,  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Mr.  Oriffik,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  registering  ships 
oryesBels,  and  for  reffulatin^  those  employed  m 
Uie  coasting  trade  and  fisbenes ;  and,  alter  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
promss,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Ae  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  newspi^rs;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
ti(m,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tiie  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thud  time  to- 
Qionow. 


JPriiut,  April  27. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled ''  An  aet 
itgulatiiig  prooenes  in  the  Govts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensatiotts  for  the  officers 
of  the  said  courts,  and  for  juron  and  witnesses," 
with  the  amflndmiwitsy  was  taken  up,  on  its  third 
reading;  when 

Mr.  MsBCBB  Oboved  to  reoommit  the  bill,  in 
order  to  restoring  an  amendment  disagreed  to  in. 
the  House,  which  had  nassed  unanimoosly  in  the 
Gommittse  of  the  Whole.  This  amendment  was, 
to  strike  oat  the  dause  that  anthoriaes  the  ccedi- 
tor  to  porsoe  his  aotioa  till  a  tender  of  the  debt 
tod  costs  in  gold  or  rilver  is  mada  This  motion 
was  founded  on  the  partioular  circumstances  of  per- 
seos  indebted  to  ibrei^ners.  It  was  said  that  the 
few,  with  this  chmse  in  it,  would  annihilate  the 
pow»  of  several  States  to  psss  insolvent  laws; 
ud,  in  consequence^  those  onfurtunate  debtors 
would  be  entirely  in  the  power  of  a.  set  of  persons 
who  retained  t£e  most  rancoxous  enmity  against 
the  Bevoln^i^  and  the  persons  most  conspicuous 
in  their  exertioai  to  faring  about  that  event.    It 


was  further  said,  that  it  vests  a  power  in  a  merd* 
less  creditor  to  immure  an  unfortunate  debtor  vrithia 
the  waUs  of  a  prison  for  life.  It  confounds  tha 
unfbrtnnate  with  the  vicious  and  abandoned,  and 
extends  a  regolation  dssigned  orinnally  merely  ta 

Srodnee  a  fiul  disoov«ry  and  deuvevy  of  aU  tha 
ebtor's  property,  to  a.  most  unrighteoua  and  un-^ 
reasonable  punishment,  to  the  slmrtening'  of  Ufii, 
and  to  the  uy  uiing  of  society.  It  was  f^urthor  ob- 
served, that  its  operation  would  place  the  citiiens 
of  the  United  States  iqxm  a  very  different  footin|; 
from  Englidi  debtors  who  owe  money  to  the  dti^ 
sEcns  of  Uie  United  States.  The  Treaty  of  Peaces 
which  had  been  mentioned,  was  concluded  during^ 
the  existence  of  those  laws  under  which  the  Bri- 
tish debtors  eigoyed  privileges  which  will  by  no- 
means  be  reciprocal,  shoula  this  clause  be  re- 
tained. It  was  also  observed,  that  if  this  law  was- 
passed,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  provide  a  remedy,  as  it  would  be  an  «b 
post  facto  law ;  it  would  place  the  debtors  in  a 
much  worse  situation  than  they  were  in  at  the 
time  the  contracts  were  made — ^bj  giring  these 
foreign  creditors  an  advantage  which  they  did  not 
contemplate  at  the  time  when  the  credit  was^ 
^ven. 

In  opposition  to  the  motion  for  recommitting, 
the  bill,  it  vras  contended  that  the  creditors  ailuded 
to  had  not  discovered  that  rancorous  and  cruel 
disposition,  in  at  least  some  of  the  States,  which 
had  been  complained  of;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  treated  their  debtors  in  the  most  homane  and 
senerous  manner.  The  provision  contemplated 
ojr  the  bill  is  precisely  the  same  with  that  con- 
tained in  a  law  whioi  has  twice  received  the 
sanction  of  Congress  under  the  new  Constitutioni 
of  which  no  compkunt  had  ever  been  made;  that 
to  prescribe  a  different  rule,  would  excite  great 
alanns,  and  be  attended  with  emhaxrassments,  and* 
perlu^  with  ii^ury  to  the  debtor  as  well  as  to  the 
creditor.  To  leave  it  optional  with  the  debtor  to 
say  in  what  manner  he  will  pajr  his  debts,  or  to 
sulgeot  the  creditor  to  the  caprice  of  the  several 
State  Govemmenta  whoee  laws  may^  be  founded 
on  very,  opposite  principles,  will  put  it  out  of  hia 
power  to  get  Ids  debts  paid  agreeably  to  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  and  therefore  will  oe  a  virtual  inf^tion 
of  that  treaty.  The  provision,  it  was  said*  is 
strictly  oonfarmable  to  the  letter  of  the  Constita* 
tion.  Uniformity,  in  connexion  with  justice,  was 
a  principal  olgect  contemplated  by  tha  Constitu* 
tion.  This  was  conriderea  as  one  of  its  chief  ex* 
cellencies ;  but,  to  say  that  foreign  creditors  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  Legislative  provisions  of  the 
sevenl  States,  which  are  known  to  dash,  some  of 
which  have  made  pi^er  a  tender,  others  of  which 
have  depreciated  paper  in  dreulation,  is  to  defeat 
every  just  expectation  founded  on  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  and  the  Constitution.  It  viras  urged  that 
ttds  danse  ought  to  be  retained  on  every  prind- 
ple  of  uniformity  as  a  general  provision.  Nor 
could  it  be  oonsidared  as  an  sx  jws^^  fa/fiQ  law, 
dnce  every  contract  would  remain  as  it  was,  and 
always  be  determined  according  to  its  own  prind- 
ples;  except  by  mutual  consent  this  gcBenl  pro- 
vision  should  be  resorted  to. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  recommitting 
the  Ull,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Wliole  House  immediately. 

The  Honse  accordingly  again  resoWed  itself  into 
8  Committee  of  the  Whole  Uonse  on  the  said  hill ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  a  farther 
amendment  thereto;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  said  bill,  together  with  the  amendments 
thereto,  was  again  read ;  and  on  the  question  that 
the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  grant  and  con- 
Teyance  of  certain  lands  to  John  Uleves  Symmes 
and  his  associates  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  reducinff  the  rates  of  post- 
age on  newspapers,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  confirm  an  award  of  referees 
oetween  the  United  States  and  certain  contractors 
for  fiimishing^  supplies  of  provision  to  the  Army, 
during  the  late  war ;  which  was  reoeiyed  and  read 
twice  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  pc^sed  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions."  They  also  recede  from  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  in* 
sisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  <*  An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, by  establishmg  an  uniform  Militia  through- 
out the  United  States.**  And  they  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ndsipg  a  farther  sum 
of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  with  seve- 
nd  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  FiTZsiHONS,  ftt>m  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits 
Astilled  within  the  United  States ;  whidi  was  re- 
ceived, read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nients  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for 
raising  a  urther  sum  of  money  for  the  protection 
of  the  Frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  were  amend- 
ed and  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  '<  An  act  fur  the  relidfof  penons  imprisoned 
for  debt ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  repcnrted  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto. 

The  several  orders  of  the  day  were  farther  post- 
poned imtii  to-morrow. 


Satukdat,  April  S8. 

Mr.  Ames,  from,  the  committee  to  whom  was 
refinred  the  Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 


sury on  the  subject  of  Marine  Hospitals,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oo  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  bill  eoncemine  the  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  Within  the  United  States ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto. 

A  message  frt>m  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  this  House  to  their  amendments  to  the  bili,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  raising  a  fS&rther  sum  of  monej 
for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned."  They  have  also  re- 
solved that  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  reducing 
the  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers"  do  not  pass  to 
a  second  reading. 

Monday,  April  30. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  reports  on  two  petitions  of  Ricnard  Blackledge; 
also,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hendersoa  uA 
Alexander  Contee  Hanson ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  com- 
pensations to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage ;  and« 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bOl 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  together  with,  the 
amendments,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

DUTIES  ON  SPIRrr& 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Saturday  last,  to  the  bill  oonoeming  the 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States; 
and  the  same  being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  disagreed  to^ 

Mr.  Steele  moved  to  strike  out  eight  cents  and 
insert  six,  upon  the  first  dass  of  spirits  distilled 
from  fruit  or  j^rain  within  the  United  States.  This 
motion,  he  said,  had  fiuled  in  Committee,  bat  upon 
reflection  the  House  might  probably  express  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  and  wit£  that  hope  ne  was  indneed 
to  renew  the  motion.  "When  a  propositioB  has  for 
its  basis  justice  as  well  as  pohey,  it  cannot  lose 
advocates  by  consideration,  and  several  days 
having  elapsed  since  the  fomer  diacnsaioD,  a  well 
grounded  assurance  is  entertained  that  the  present 
attempt  will  not  be  wholly  unsuccessfuL  The 
object  of  the  Excise  law  originally  was  supposed 
to  be  revenue.  The  object  of  the  preeeiit  6ll  is 
to  remove  objections,  and,  if  possiUe^  render  that 
mode  of  taxation  more  palatable  to  the  community. 
If,  therefore,  it  can  be  proved  that  neither  of  these 
desired  ends  can  be  attained  without  redadng  the 
duty,  common  sense  suggests  the  propriety  of  doing- 
it.  llie  manner  in  which  this  law  is  now  exe- 
cuted has  disgracefully  committed  the  digaigr  of 
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the  Qenerml  QoTermnent,  and  •  sense  of  national 
honor  reqaires  that  one  of  two  things  should  be 
done;  either  Uiat  the  law  be  totally  repealed,  or 
fiiUy  executed.  If  the  latter  be  the  detmunation 
of  the  Goyeramenti  it  cannot  be  productive  with- 
out reducing  the  rate  simplifying  its  operations, 
and,  in  many  respects,  rendering  it  less  exception- 
able to  the  people.  It  has  been  enacted  now  near 
twdye  months,  and  in  that  time  it  cannot  be  said 
to  haTe  been  well  executed  in  all,  or  productive  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  degree  which 
was  originally  expected. 

Hie  Secrciary  of  the  Treasury  has  proposed,  in 
his  report,  that  in  certain  instances  the  proprietors 
of  stills  Bhould  be  allowed  to  discharge  the  amount 
of  their  respective  duties  in  the  produce  of  the 
distilleries.  This,  sir,  will  be  an  accommodation  to 
the  distillers,  but  while  it  answers  this  beneficial 
purpose  to  them,  it  operates  as  a  strong  argument 
in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  duties.  If  reasonably 
reduced,  an  indulgence  so  unfavorable  to  the  public 
would  not  be  demanded  or  expected.  The  present 
motion  is  made  under  a  conviction  (resulting  from 
a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  grain  dis- 
tilleriei^  and  of  the  circumstances  of  the  countrv 
where  they  are  most  in  use)  that  the  Treasury  will 
receive  more  money  from  a  du^  of  six  than  nine 
cents  upon  the  gallon. 

Mr.  Steels  then  begged  the  House  to  recollect 
that  this  is  the  first  attempt  to  introduce  a  system 
of  excise  into  the  United  States  j  that  it  is  too  the 
first  attempt  to  tax  any  article  of  American 
growth  or  manufiu^re;  tiiat  the  law  requires  a 
surrender  of  at  least  oae-lburth  piMrt  of  the  value 
of  the  thing  excised,  and  that  not  only  the  justice 
of  the  measure  is  denied,  but  its  policy  is  doubted. 
Hie  necessities  of  the  Qovemment  are  so  inter- 
woven at  this  time  with  its  policy,  that  it  is  not 
easy  for  this  or  any  other  measure  relating  to  re- 
venue, to  undergo  the  proper  consideration,  or  to 
be  decided  simply  upon  its  merits.  The  opposi- 
tion to  this  law  has  not  proceeded  fit>m  a  restless 
and  disorderly  spirit  among  the  people,  but  irom 
an  aversion  which  freemen  in  all  countries  ever 
had,  and  perhaps  ever  will  have,  to  this  mode  of 
taxation.  And  let  ingenious  theorists  refine  as 
they  please  upon  the  nature  of  indirect  taxes,  it 
must  always  be  admitted  that  excises  retrench  the 
liberty  of  the  dtixens  on  whom  they  operate,  and 
that  they  aie  subject  to  solid,  as  well  as  plausible 
objections.  It  has  already  been  the  subject  of 
mnch  complaint  in  manr  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
will  be  productive  of  senous  consequences  if  these 
complaints  be  not  redressed  by  the  Legislature,  in 
the  present  session.  Among  the  causes  of  dissatis- 
frction  are  the  following:  Ist  Excise  kws  are 
novel  in  the  United  States,  and  odious  in  their 
nature;  2d.  Articles  of  American  manufiusture  are 
not  proper  objects  of  taxation,  and  if  they  were, 
the  rate  of  duty  in  this  instance  is  too  high;  8d. 
The  proportion  which  was  established  between 
the  rate  of  duties  on  molasses,  rum,  and  spirits  dis- 
tilled Irom  fitut  and  grain,  tends  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  ibrmer,  at  the  expense  and  depression 
of  the  Utter;  4th.  Because  it  operates,  and  is  in 
fret,  a  tax  upon  tlus  occupation  and  agriculture. 


as  they  stand  connected  in  one  part  of  the  Union, 
while  manofiictures  in  other  parts  are  not  only  re- 
warded by  high  protecting  duties,  but  in  some  in- 
stances even  by  specified  bounties. 

The  sffricultural  interest  has  experieneed  the 
nnfavorable  influence  of  this  law  likewise,  and  It 
operates  most  oppressively  too  upon  that  class  of 
farmers  whose  estates  are  situated  in  the  Interior 
country,  and  whose  interests  have  thus  far  pussed 
almost  unnoticed,  in  the  policy  of  the  General 
Government  That  class  of  citizens,  though  they 
have  not  been  moat  solicitous,  are  nevertheless  not 
insensible  of  their  burdens,  and  the  neglect  with 
which  their  interest  has  been  treated. 

The  value  of  our  lands  has  been  stationary  for 
some  time ;  its  produce  not  in  demand,  and  where 
it  is,  at  depreciated  prices;  and  notwithstanding  this, 
taxes  are  imposed,  evidently  calculated  In  their 
operation  to  render  agriculture  tributary  to  the  more 
favored  branches  of  business. 

No  argument  can  be  advanced  that  will  justify  the 
imposition  of  burdens  upon  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  for  the  aggrandizement  of  manufactures,  or  the 
emolument  of  those  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  Stbblb  then  said,  he  would  put  a  case, 
which  is  a  fiuniliar  one  in  the  State  which  he  r^ 
presents,  and  might  be  so  in  others.  If  i^  farmer 
IS  possessed  of  a  ffiven  Quantity  of  rye  for  sale, 
money  cannot  be  ontainea  for  it  at  any  price— -he 
sends  it  to  a  distillery,  where  one-half  Is  given  in 
the  first  instance  for  manufacturinff  the  other. 
The  duty  is  then  to  be  paid  out  of  the  farmer's 
part,  which  reduces  the  balance  to  less  than  on^ 
third  of  the  oriffinal  quantity.  If  this  Is  not  an 
oppressive  tax,  f  am  at  a  loss  to  describe  what  Is 
so ;  and  if  a  proposition  had  been  made  to  lay  a 
similar  tax  upon  American  porter,  nails,  paper, 
shoes,  or  any  other  artiole  of  tnis  kind,  we  snould 
not  shortiy  'have  heard  the  last  of  it  And  here 
let  me  ssk,  what  is  in  the  nature  of  these  manufae- 
tories  which  entities  them  to  such  priorities  and 
preferences  ?  It  raa^  fairly  be  answered,  that  they 
are  nearer  to  perfection,  that  thev  are  aided  by  more 
capital,  that  they  are  therefore  iietter  able  to  bear 
taxation,  and  that  the  advantages  which  they  now 
enjoy  have  been  derived  from  the  generesitv  of 
members  representing  the  agricultural  parts  of  the 
country.  It  is  most  sineerelv  to  be  wished  that  the 
manufketuring  States  woula  fix  some  bounds  to 
their  expectations,  and  that  they  will  not  continue 
to  insist  upon  unreasonable  sscrifiees  from  those 
who  are  engaged  in  different  pursuits,  and  littie  able 
to  make  them. 

The  tendency  of  this  law  has  been,  and.  If  not 
differentiy  modified,  will  continue  to  be,  to  build  up 
the  rum  distilleries  upon  the  rains  of  those  employed 
by  fimners  for  domestie  uses.  These  are  not  sug* 
gested  to  be  the  motives  which  sctnated  any  part  of 
the  majority  in  passing  this  law  originally,  or  which 
now  influence  the  zealous  opposition  to  the  present 
motion ;  but  as  the  reduction  of  the  tax  is  oojeeted 
to  principally  by  gentlemen,  who  on  other  ooeaidons 
have  been  anxious  to  afford  Legislative  aid  to  Ame- 
rican manufacturea,  it  Is  not  uncharitable  to  say 
that  their  singular  conduct  now  might  jnatify  aueh 
an  imputation. 
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H.  w  K.] 


xhthtB  on  o^winif'. 


[Afbil,  ITH. 


If  this  has  not  been  the  polioy,  my  motion  for  the 
-fNopoeed  redoetion  will  inonbitsbly  pfevsil. 

Mr.  Stsble  then  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  system  of  Federal  taxation  in  general, 
«id  Instanced  several  duties  whioh  operate  un- 
IkTorably  to  the  landed  interast,  in  the  {Sootbem 
parts  of  the  Union.  Fartienlarly  the  high  dnty 
on  salt,  nails,  shoes,  and  other  essentia]  articles  in 
husbandry,  with  which  the  people  of  those  States 
are  almost  wholly  supfplied  from  foreign  markets. 
The  enhanced  price  of  salt  and  nails  are  serionsly 
eomplatned  of  in  those  States,  because  the  one  is 
essential  to  the  improvement  of  thmr  large  stocks 
of  cattle ;  and  the  article  of  nails  is  in  ver^  exten- 
•ire  use  beoaose  the  country  is  improving  in  build- 
ings, and  yet  to  be  improved.  The  tux  upon  these 
inticles  cannot  be  felt  in  an  equal  degree  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  for  very  obvious 
teasons. 

It  has  been  frequently  asserted  in  the  course  of 
ihb  debate,  that  distilleries  in  the  Eastern  States 
have  flourished  and  are  growing  up  under  the 
operation  of  this  Uw,  which,  if  true,  is  an  unan- 
awerable  argument  in  proof  of  its  ineonality.  In 
the  Southern  States  they  are  cramped,  in  many 
instancea  annihilated;  and  the  Secretary,  sensible 
of  this,  haa,  in  his  report,  proposed  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient of  allowing  the  distillers  the  privilege  of 
discharging  the  duties  on  the  spirits  distilled  at  cer- 
tain stipulated  prices.  This  is  plainly  admitting  the 
truth  of  an  assertion  which  has  often  been  repeated, 
that  the  law,  in  its  operation,  would  be  found  un- 
equal and  oppressiTe. 

In  order  to  vote  onderstandini^y  on  the  present 
question,  we  ought  to  have  been  Aimished  from 
the  Traasnry,  with  a  statement  of  the  net  amount 
of  revenue  accruing  from  molasses  distilhition,  af- 
ter dednctiog  the  drawbacks  upon  the  molasses 
distilled  and  the  rum  exported.    This,  compared 
with  the  amount  accruing  from  the  distillation  of 
American  produce,. on  whkh  a  drawback  is  sel- 
dom demanded,  would  be  placing  the  subject  in  a 
? roper  point  of  view  for  a  satisfactory  decision. 
!*he  etatement  should  now  be  called  for,  if  the 
late  hour  of  the  session  did  not  render  it  imprao- 
tieable^    A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Mies,]  In  the  coarse  of  his  remarks,  has  stated 
that  the  existing  proportion  is  sufllciently  favor- 
M%  to  the  distilleries  employed  in  grain  and  fruit 
For  that  the  American-made  rum  now  pays,  in- 
eluding  the  duty  on  molasses^  thirteen  cents  per 
callon,  while  its  rival  liquor,  of  common  quality, 
IS  only  subject  to  nine  cents.    This  is  true,  as  it 
telates  to  the  ooasumers  within  the  United  States, 
and  If  .none  waa  exported,  might  be  lees  excep- 
tionable; but  how  does  it  operate  upon  the  Ame- 
rican distillers?    One  in  Massachusetts  makes  a 
eertain  quantity  of  rum  for  exportation ;  it  is  ex- 
ported, and  of  course  pays  no  dnty ;  while  another, 
m  North  Carolina,  makes  an  equal  quantity  of 
spirits,  from  fruit  and  grain,  wholly  for  home  con- 
ouroption,  and  stands  chargeable  for  the  full  amount 
of  the  dntiea.    But  admitting  them  both  to  be  ar- 
ticles of   American  manufacture,  and  alike  enti- 
tled to  Lsj^ative  protection ;  is  there  anjr  color 
of  justice  in  taxing  rum,  which,  by  the  estimation 


of  the  gentlemen  ^emselres,  is  worth  in  the  mar- 
ket at  least  two^thirds  of  a  dollar  per  gallon,  only 
ten  cents,  when  you  propose  to  tax  spirits  made 
frt>m  grain,  which  is  worth  in  -the  maiket  but  half 
as  much,  eight  cents  ?  Hie  inequality  is  so  gfaning 
that  If  the  motion  is  decided  on  prindpio  it  mnnt 
succeed ;  and  if  it  does,  there  is  good  tmaoo  to  be- 
lieve that  the  people  will  be  disponed  to  eivo  the  law 
a  fair  experiment,  even  in  places  whwe  it  has  been 
hitherto  least  palatable. 

This,  sir,  may  not  improperly  be  termed  a  strug- 
gle between  two  classes  of  citteens  whose  interests 
are,  and  will  be  for  some  jears  diaslBrilar— the  agri- 
cultural and  manufacturing  parts  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  not  the  first  conflict  of  the  kind,  and 
may  not,  perliaps,  be  tiie  last ;  and,  if  we  may  judge 
from  experience,  it  will  not  be  diflkult  to  predict 
how  it  will  terminate. 

However,  ^ile  facts  and  principles  are  In  firror 
of  the  motion,  we  shall  be  justified  in  contendios 
for  what  we  have  not  heretofore  had,  ^  eonstltutionii 
equalify,  and  impartial  legislation." 

It  may  once  for  all  be  remark^  witlioat  expect- 
ing it  will  have  any  influence  on  tiie  House,  that  a 
great  majority  of  my  constituents  hold  in^etMtatioB 
the  name  as  well  as  the  nature  of  an  Excise  law ; 
and  that  they  would  have  been  among  the  first  to 
remonstmte,  if  they  had  not  been  fblly  sensible  that 
their  Representatives  would  speak  their  sentimeats 
and  describe  their  feelings  whenever  a  proper  ecea- 
sion  should  occur. 

This  is  deemed  to  be  that  proper  occasion ;  these 
are  tiiehr  sentiroenta,  delivered  in  the  language  of 
sincerity  ;  and  if  they  are  disreffarded,  the  members 
from  that  State  have  discharged  their  duty,  and  wiii 
not  be  answerable  for  the  consequences. 

But  it  has  been  sakl  by  a  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  FiTXSiMOKS,!  that  if  the  duty  be 
reduced  to  six  cents,  agreeably  to  my  motion,  it  will 
not  be  worth  collecting.  To  this  it  may  l>e  pimilx 
answered,  that  if  the  dutv  be  not  reduced,  it  cannot, 
nor  will  not,  bo  collecteo. 

.The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  House  de 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  for  filling  np  the  blank  for  the 
amount  of  duty  •*  on  every  gallon  of  spirits  of  the 
first  class  of  proof,  distilled  within  the  United 
States  from  materials  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
the  United  Stetes,**  with  **•  eight  cent^*  and  it  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  26,  nays  37,  as  follows: 

Ybas.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barowdl,  Hgbert  Bsd- 
son,  Ettas  Boudinot,  Shearjashnb  Bourne,  Benjamia 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Tliomas  Fitssimoiis,  Elbridge 
Qerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Ooodhue,  Jamsi 
Qordfoo,  James  Hillhoose,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Laa- 
ranee,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Jeremiah 
Smith.  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stur- 
ges,  Peter  Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredr 
well,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

KATa— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  William  Findley,  Andrew  Orege,  Wm.  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Hogerrisrael  Jacobs. 
Philip  Key,  Samuel  Liver  more,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vane  Murray,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Joshua  Ssne^, 
UptoD  Sheridina,  Israel  Smkh^  John  Steele,  ThcMoai 
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I^roeeedu^M, 


[H.or]L 


Sompcer,  Thomu  Tudor  Tucker,  Almowilur  Wlut% 
Hu|^a  WOlUmtoo,  aod  Frauds  Willit. 


Bmhei,  That  the  aaid  blank  be  filled  up  with 
Ihe  words  <*  wvett  eenta^** 

Chdtni,  That  the  farther  eenaMenftioii  ef  the 
•lid  bill  be  peilpoiied  vntfl  to*morriew. 


TiTBsDAT,  May  1. 

The  Honae  proeeeded  to  oonaider  the  amend- 
mento  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Uoa«e  yeeterday  to  the  bill  relative  to  the  compen- 
MtioQs  to  certain  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  datiee  of  impost  and  tannage ;  and,  the  same 
hvRg  read,  were  agreed  to ;  and  Uien  the  said  bill, 
being  further  amended,  was,  together  with  the 
amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  road  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  anthorize  the  re- 
misaion  of  certain  duties ;  and,  aAer  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
hid  hsd  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Rmhti^  That  a  joint  committee  of.  both  Houses 
he  directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  he  would  recommend  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  a  day  of  public  humili- 
ation and  prayer  to  be  observed,  by  supplicating 
Almighty  God  for  the  safety,  peace,  and  welfare  of 
these  States. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Pagb,  and  Mr. 
SrLTxsTBt,  be  appointed  of  the  said  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proeeeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  **•  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
peraens  imprisoned  for  debt :"  and,  the  same  being 
amended,  was,  together  with  the  amendments,  or- 
dered to  be  ROW  read  the  third  time. 

The  ssid  bill,  with  the  amendments,  waa  aceord- 
inslv  read  the  third  time  and  passed 

The  House,  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States ;  and,  the  same  being  fur- 
ther amended,  waa,  together  with  the  said  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  to-mon«w. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  remission  of 
certain  duties  was  resd  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  reaolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  bill  to  confirm  an  award 
of  referees  between  the  United  States  and  certain 
contractors  for  famishing  supplies  of  provisions 
to  the  Army  during  the  late  war ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
aod  msde  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twioe 
1^  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Orditrtd,  That  the  said  bill,  toffether  with  the 
amendment,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 


to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petitions  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  of  New  Hampshire  And  Rhode 
Island;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Wbdnbsdat,  May  3. 

An  engrossed  bill  ooncermng  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  vdthin  the  United  States  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  Appointed  a  oommlttee, 
jointly,  with  suoh  a  committee  as  this  Honse  shsll 
appointi  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  nol£fy  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of 
Congresii. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  confirm  an  award  of  re- 
ferees between  the  United  States  and  certain  con- 
tractors for  fUmifiAiing  supplies  of  provisions  to  the 
Army  dnring  the  late  war  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeaa  95,  nays  97,  ss 
follows : 

Taas. — ^FSaher  Amei^  Robert  Bsmwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
aon,  Shearjaahub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne^  Thomas 
Fitssimona,  Benjamin  Qoodhue,  Jamea  Gordon,  Jamea 
Billhouae,  John  Lauraoee,  Amsaa  Learned,  Samuel 
livermore,  John  Page^  Oomeltua  0.  Sohoomtoaker, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  larael  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stmgea,  Peter  Sylvester,  Oeorge 
Thatcher,  Thomaa  Tudor  Tucker,  John  Vining;  Jere- 
miah Wadaworth,  sod  Artensa  Ward. 

yATs. — John  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B. 
Oilea,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Hebter,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitcheu, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Bfacon,  Jamea  Madison, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederidc  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Morray,  Nathaniel  Nilea,  Joaiah  Parker, 
Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridiae,  John  Steele,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  Abraham  YenaUe^  Alexander  Whiter  and 
Hugh  Williamaon. 

And  ao  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  **  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  providion  for  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States;**  and,  after  some  time  ^nt  therein,  tlie 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  to  anthorise  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  John  CTeves  Symmes  and  his  ssso- 
ciates,**  with  several  amendments,  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Honse.  They  also 
agree  td  some  and  disagree  to  others  of  the  smend- 
ments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  fbr  debt;**  and 
they  agree  to  some  and  disagree  to  others  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  proceases  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  for  the  offi* 
cers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses.** 


591 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


592 


H.  or  K] 


Froe^edingM, 


[Mat,  17W. 


Thuksdat,  BCay  8. 

The  HoQse  proceeded  to  eonsider  the  •mendmeats 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act 
autnorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  land 
to  John  C^vea  Symmes  and  his  associates;  and«  the 
same  being  road»  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt  :**  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  the 
aaid  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  entitled  *'An  act  for  regulating 
processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
providing  compensaUons  to  the  officers  of  the  said 
courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses:"  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  their  first 
amendment  to  the  second  section. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  fh>m  their 
third  amendment  to  the  third  section ;  also,  from  the 
second  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  liie  end  of 
the  bill. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
second  amendment  to  the  second  section ;  on  their 
fourth  amendment  to  the  third  section;  on  their 
second  amendment  to  the  fourth  section ;  also,  on 
the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  proposed  to  be  added 
to  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Resolved^  That  a  conference  be  desired  with  the 
Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amendments  in- 
sisted on ;  and  that  Mr.  Madisom,  Mr.  Laurahce, 
and  Mr.  Clark,  be  appointed  managers  at  the  said 
conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

On  the  question  that  the  House  doth  recede  ftx>m 
their  second  amendment  to  the  second  section,  for 
Btrilcing  out  the  words  <*  and  be  at  liberty  to  pursue 
the  same,  until  a  tender  of  the  debt  and  costs  in 
gold  and  silver  be  made,**  it  passed  in  the  negative- 
yeas  18,  nays  38,  as  follows : 

Tkas^— Fisher  Amea^  ^^'^  Benson,  Elias  Bondi- 
not,  Shearjsthub  Bourne,  Thomas  Fitssimona,  Elbridge 
Oerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Hillhouse,  Amasa  Learned,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Peter 
Sylvester,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

Nats.— John  Baptist  Asbe^  Abraham  Baldwin,  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  Benjamin  Bourne.  John  Brown,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchelt,  John  Laursnce,  Samuel 
lavermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoon- 
maker,  Joshua  Seney,  Upton  Sheridine,  Israel  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stur^es,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
lliomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venable,  Alexander  Whiter  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that  the  bill  sent 


from  this  House  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the 
remistton  of  certain  duties"  do  not  pass  to  the  tibird 
reading. 

The  House  again  resolved  Iteelf  into  m  Conmit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  Hooae  on  the  ImII  mppleinentary 
to  the  act  making  proviaioii  for  the  IM>t  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  propoeed 
by  this  House  on  uie  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Honees  to  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''An  act  for 
regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  th«  United 
States,  and  providing  compensations  to  the  officers 
of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,* 
and  have  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confe- 
rence on  their  part  The  Senate  have  ilao  passed 
a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  farther  pro- 
vision for  the  pityment  of  pensions  to  invalids^ 
to  which  they  desire  the  concttrrenoe  of  this 
House. 


Friday,  May  4, 

.  The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  <*  As  aet  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  therein  mentioned,  and  to 
make  provision  for  the  payment  of  peneioiis  to  in- 
valids,^* was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

Mr.  WUiLiAHaoN,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  river  aad 
Day  fisheries ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cooaider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Brown  Cutting :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That,  in  consideration  of  certain  ex- 
penditures on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  made 
by  John  Brown  Catting,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  there  be  advanced  and 
paid  to  the  said  John  Brown  Catting  the  anin  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  oat  of  any  money  not  other- 
wise appropriated ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
be  authorized  to  inquire  into  the  entire  claim  of 
the  said  John  Brown  Cutting  against  the  United 
States;  and,  opon  receipt  of  the  proofs  and  ex- 
hibits in  support  thereof,  to  aseertain  what  aam  shall 
thereupon  sppear  to  be  due  to  or  from  him,  in  ae- 
count  with  the  United  States,  including  the  advance 
hereby  directed,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  por- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  FiTzsi- 
MOHs,  Mr.  LiuiuNOi,  and  Mr.  GooDRUBy  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  settling  the  de- 
mands of  Anthony  Walton  White  againat  the  United 
States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Obair- 
nian  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
bill  nnaer  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  bill  be  engroesed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  FiTUDCom,  from  the  committee  eppointedt 
prtBented  a  biU  eonceming  the  chum  of  John  Brown 
Catting  against  the  UnitMl  States ;  which  was  re- 
ceiTed,  and  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  Spbaur  Uid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Richard  Henljr  Courts;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Eetohed^  That  the  resolution  of  the  twenty* 
fooTih  ultimo,  authorising  the  PatsroiifT  of  the 
Senate  and  Spiakbb  of  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tiTffl,  to  dose  the  present  session  by  adjourning 
their  respectiTe  Houses  on  the  6th  of  May,  be  re- 
pealed ;  and  that,  instead  thereof,  they  be  autho- 
rised to  adjourn  their  respectiye  Houses  on  Thurs- 
day, the  10th  of  Hay  instant,  to  meet  again  on 
sach  day  as  shall  by  law  be  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  digchatged  frtmi  fhrther  proceeding  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  petittons  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island ;  and  that  Mr. 
BouBHc,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  GairriN,  and  Mr. 
Ashe,  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill 
or  bills  to  proTide  for  the  iMtrment  of  Uie  hire  of 
derlca,  and  for  stationery  in  the  offices  of  the  seve- 
nl  Commissioners  of  Loans. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  n  hole  House  on  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  proWsion  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
hid  again  had  .the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  severally  read  and  acreed  to. 

(Mteredy  That  the  fhrttier  consideration  of  the 
aid  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
tct  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,**  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
They  also  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  bill  sent  fhMu  the  Senate  entitled 
*|  An  act  to  oontinne  in  force  the  act  therein  men- 
tioned, and  to  make  further  provision  for  Uie  pay- 
ment of  pensions  to  invalids.*'  The  Senate  have 
tlso  passed  the  bill  entitled  «*  An  act  relative  to 
the  compensations  to  the  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage,** 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  have  also 
igreed  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  respecting 
the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  also  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolution  last 
mentioned;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed 
to,  as  foUows :  Strike  out  ^  Thursday,  the  10th 
instant,**  and  insert  <*  Tuesday,  the  8th  instant** 

Satuedat,  May  5. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 


**  An  act  concerning  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States;**  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  was  agreed  ta 

The  House  proceeded  to  conmder  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitied 
**  An  act  mative  to  the  compensations  to  the  offi- 
cers emi^oyed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
imposts  and  tonnage  ;**  and  the  same  being  twice 
read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  ,two  Houses 
to  the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entiUed 
"  An  act  for  regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  ai^  providing  compensations 
for  the  officers  of  the  said  Courts,  and  for  juror& 
and  witnesses;'*  reported  that  the  managers  had 
met  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  conference  chamber,  and  fully  discussed  the 
subject  referred  to  them,  and  bad  agreed  that  it 
would  be  proper,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  re- 
cede from  the  fourth  amendment  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, as  also  from  the  second  amendment  to  the 
fourth  section ;  but  that,  on  the  subject-matter  of 
all  the  other  amendments,  the  managers  of  the 
two  Houses  had  not  come  to  any  agreement  Or- 
d&red,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  report 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next 

An  engrossed  bill  for  settiing  the  demands  of 
Anthony  Walton  White  against  the  United  SUtes 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that 
the  same  do  pass— -it  was  resolved  m  the  af&rma- 
tive— yeas  80,  nays  38,  is  follows : 

TiAs.— Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert 
Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham 
CUrk,  Jonathan  Davton,  Thomas  Fitisimons,  Nidiolas 
Oilman,  James  Qordon,  Andrew  Oregg,  Samuel  Oriffin, 
Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Lauranoe,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  WUliam  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Joshua  Seney ,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  John  Yining,  Artomas  Ward,  and  Franoa 
WUlis. 

Nat&— Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Sheaijashnb 
Bourne,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  James 
Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Nathaniel  Biacon, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Vena- 
Ue,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

THB  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  was  fur- 
ther discussed. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  fhrther  to 
amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  third 
section,  the  following  clause,  to  wit : 

*'  And  he  it  further  emaded.  That  a  &rther  loan, 
to  the  amount  of  '■  dollars,  be  proposed  and  sub- 

scriptions thereto  be  received  at  the  same  times  and 
places,  and  by  the  same  persons,  as  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned, and  that  the  sums  which  shall  be  subscribed  to 
the  said  loan,  shall  be  payable  in  the  debts  of  the  States 
hereioafler  mentioned,  and  in  the  proportiona  following:'* 
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Mr.  Gnttr  obiemd,  that  wInu  tUa  qwMtioii 
was  lut  «ndflr  coD8id«t«(ioo,  he  had  fottowed  gen- 
tlemen who  were  oppoeed  to  it  in  Umut  awumeiits 
throQgh  the  eKtemm  field  of  the  oonetitwoiuiytj, 
t)oli<:7,  attd  equity  of  Ihe  meeeiure,  and  that  he  now 
dwoid  oonflM  hinfletf  to  the  atatemeni  oif  aome 
fccta  and  a  km  ohaer?atioBB  thereciD. 

It  mppeava  by  oiBoial  iieport8»  that  the  oaaaBiniied 
debts  of  the  sereral  StateSi  are  as  foUowa: 


Of  New  Ham](«hiM 

142,501 

Maaaaehttsetfa 

1,888,540 

Rhode  blaad 

849,959 

CoQiiecticat    *           ^ 

818,768 

New  York       - 

S8,8T8 

NewJeraey    - 

r,851 

Vlrginfa 

886,188 

Sooth  Carolina 

1,865.768 

Georg;la 

480,000 

Total       «          .          .           . 

5,168,177 

It  also  appears  that  the  fcXLoyAagJUHium  debts 
lave  been  assumed,  Tis : 

For  Pennsykania            -           -  |l,0d4,B88 

Delaware       •           -           -  146,694 

Maiyland      ...  70,774 

North  Carolina         -           -  d0,452 


Total 


1,262,818 


From  this  statement  it  ia  matii&sti  that  whilst 
aeveral  of  the  States  are  eKonermted  of  the  debts 
contracted  for  the  support  of  the  war,  and  others 
have  hilt  a  small  proportion  of  them  unassumed,  the 
States  of  South  Oarcdlna  and  Massachusetts  are 
pressed  with  a  heavr  debt  of  nearly  two  milUoiiB 
of  dollars  each.  This  ia  a  grievance  that  requires 
immediate  redress^  and  should  Congress  rise  with- 
out providuig  it,  they  would  forfeit  that  confidence 
in  their  gencroaity,  honor,  and  justioe,  which  had 
l>een  ever  entertained  by  the  oitisens  of  Massacbu- 
aette.  No  gentleman  could  deny  that  the  exer- 
tions of  that  State  in  support  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States,  had  equalled  those  of  any 
other  State  in  the  Union;  the  documents  would 
prove  that  Massachusetts  had  not  been  exceeded 
by  any  of  her  sister  States  in  the  amount  of  her 
advances,  or  in  the  economy  of  her  expenditurea; 
and  her  exertions  to  sink  the  deb^  which  commenced 
with  the  debt  itself,  were  finally  ao  great  aa  to  have 
produced  convulsions  in  the  State. 

The  unassumed  debt  of  that  State,  firom  the 
best  information  which  he  could  obtain,  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  substantial  yeomanry  thereof^ 
who,  having  never  speculated  in  the  funds,  were 
originid  holders.  Most  of  these,  either  by  aiit,  or 
by  accident,  had  been  misraformed  relative  to  the 
time  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  loan,  and 
had  tiius  been  prevented  from  havine  a  part 
of  their  debts  assumed.  It  will  be,  thererore,  pecu- 
liarly  hard,  whilst  Con^iress  are  calling  on  this 
dass  of  citizens  for  their  proportion  of  contribu- 
tions to  pay  the  debts  due  to  others,  that  no  provi- 
aion  is  made  for  the  payment  of  their  just  demand : 
and  the  case  is  aggravated,  when  it  ia  considered 


that  their  odnCrtbotiona  are  not  confinail  to  real, 
bat  are  extnnded  to  fictitiooa  debtSi  and  that  wfaikt 
they  are  ui^Justly  required  to  pay  interest  on  the 
Utter,  their  jnat  daima  are  r^eoted  Ibr  interaat  en 
the  fbnaer.  It  is  Still  aore  grievona  when  it  is 
considered  that  winkt  Government  rsAiae  to  rchn* 
bune  the  anraa  advanced  by  Mauuathuarttu  for  the 
defence  of  her  sister  Stales^  ten  or  fifteaii  yean 
paat,  ahe  ia  called  on  for  hvge  anoM  to  (Mend  their 
firontiers  against  savage  incnrsiona.  What  moat 
be  the  feefiags  of  the  dtiiens  of  Miaaar hnnw  tti, 
when  they  are  informed  that  Penn^vaniai  whose 
firontien  are  now  invaded,  and  wfeto  ia  rooeiving 
the  interest  of  an  imaginary  debt  of  abont  a  nsilfioa 
of  doUara,  la  calling  on  them  for  supplies  to  Cany 
on  the  war,  and  at  the  aame  time  refuse  to  dioehatge 
their  advances  for  her  defence,  during  the  lati 
war!  Indeed,  aome  of  the  membera  of  this 
State  have  been  alwaya  Kberal  on  the  qoestioB  of 
assumptKNi,  and  have  nniihrmly  anppertad  it,  bat 
others  have  opposed  it,  and  the  votea  of  the  IbnMr 
have  been  rendered  ineltectnal  by  those  of  the 
latter.  Under  aadi  drcamstnncea,  woold  not  the 
RMmbers  of  South  Carolina  and  MaasaebnsetB 
have  been  justified  in  refusing  aids  for  support  of 
the  Indian  war,  and  in  defeating  thta  measure,  by 
joining  in  the  opposition  to  it  t  Woold  tfaej  not  have 
been  warranted  in  thus  compelling  Petonajlvanh 
to  faavo  defended  hersdf  by  her  own  rwoareea, 
and  to  have  exhibited  her  danqfi  Ibr  aopportiag 
this  war,  to  be  a4f  usted  with  those  of  other  Stales 
for  supporting  the  Revdutioo  f  True  it  is,  thik 
in  such  an  event,  many  of  the  innocent  dtisens  of 
the  Western  frontiers  woold  have  fhUen  *  sacrifie^ 
and  some  of  their  own  Bepresentntives  woold  have 
been  chargeable  for  the  consequence ;  hot  ao  fer 
were  the  members  of  South  Carolina,  Massadia- 
setts,  and  other  creditor  States,  fiom  adopting  soch 
policy,  that  they  have  advocated  the  meaanres  for 
defending  the  Western  firontiers,  and  are  now  to 
be  seat  home  in  disgrace  to  their  oonslitaents,  for 
having  apent  a  great  part  of  the  seasion  in  pursn- 
ing  meaaorea  to  promote  the  wetttfo  of  thoae 
Stateei  who  have  had  no  diapedtion  to  do  justice 
to  the  creditor  States.  Could  he  have  foreaecn 
such  an  eventi  he  would  not  have  taken  hia  seat  ia 
the  House  this  session ;  but  he  still  hoped,  mm  it 
was  well  known  and  ascertained  beyond  a  doobt, 
that  Massachusetts  would  have  a  dum  againsi  the 
United  States  for  exceeding  the  snm  proposed  to 
be  assumed  for  her,  that  the  House  would  cooakler 
the  sul^ect  in  a  candid  manner ;  that  the  menbers 
would  divest  themsdves  of  locd  consideratioo% 
and  that  they  would  adopt  meaaures  consistent 
with  liberality,  and  justice.  Indeed,  it  was  ffar 
the  interest  even  of  the  debtor  Statea  to  asamae 
the  debts,  because,  Vhen  the  accounts  are  liquidated, 
the  debta  due  to  the  creditor  Stotea  Will  not  be  doe 
from  the  Union,  hot  fiom  the  debtor  Statea ;  and 
if  the  Union  ia  to  be  taxed  for  thoae  debts,  the 
creditor  Statea  will  be  obliged  to  contribote  to  the 
reimbursement  of  advances,  which  they  have  made 
for  the  other  States.  This  cannot  be  done  con- 
sistently with  justice,  itnd  will  therefore  be  a  sooree 
of  great  uneadness  and  embarrassment  to  Govern- 
ment :  whereas,  if  the  debts  of  the  dtiaens  of  the 
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Mes  era  now  «Baiii6d»  «nd  the  dftimg  of  tiie 
States  ir»  tlms  dimintshed,  Uw  cauio  of  Hm  em- 
NUTaasDMiii  will  in  »  giwt  meisiire  be  prevented, 
le  hoped,  therefore,  the  motioD  would  be  adopted, 
ind  tiwt  iho  meidtte  ci  the  Stale  dBbto  woidd  be 
lewaflSttmed. 

The  previous  •foeitioiiwwi  then  demnded  by^fire 
nemben,  to  wit:  ^ShaH  the  maiB  jraestion  to 
^ree  to  t^e  ftaid  motion  be  now  pntP  And  on 
be  qnestioa,  "Shall  the  main  questioB  be  now 
lutf^—It  passed  in  the  negatiTe— yeas  24,  mys 
S,asfol]ows: 


TxAft.— Fieher  Amee^  Bobert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
OD,  Sbearjaahub  Boome^  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomas 
^txsimoot,  Blbridge  Qenj,  Bisnjamin  Ooodhue,  Jamee 
k>rdoa,  Daniel  Huger,  Jomi  Laurence,  Amaaa  Learned, 
riUiam  Vans  Mnriay,  William  SmiUi,  John  Steele, 
kunoel  Sterrttt,  Thomas  Sampter,  Peter  SyWeater, 
lenrge  Thataher,  Thomai  Tudor  Tueker,  John  Virtinff, 
eraniah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Wu- 


If  ATa-^ohn  Baptist  AA^  Abraham  Baldwin,  BUu 
Koodinot,  John  Browa,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dar 
DO.  Winiam  Pindley,  WiUiam  R  Qilea,  Niohohw  GU- 
lan,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Qti&n,  WiUiam  Bariy 
hore,  Daniel  Heieter,  James  Hillhouee,  Israel  Jacobi^ 
liilip  Key,  Aaron  Kitcfaell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samnel 
dTermore,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Madison,  Andrew 
foore,  Frederick  Augustus  Mnhlenbeig,  Kathaniel 
riles,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoon- 
laker,  Jodiaa  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
onathan  Straves,  Thomas  TredweU,  Abraham  Tenable, 
Jezander  White,  and  Francis  WilKs. 

And  so  tiie  said  motion  was  lost 

The  said  bill  was  then  fUrther  amended,  and,  to- ' 
ether  with'  the  amendmentSi  ordered  to  be  en- 
Tosaed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
bat  the  Senate  hare  deferred,  until  the  next  session 
f  Congress,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sent  from 
bia  House,  entitied  "  An  act  authorizing  the  set- 
lement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Walton  White 
gainst  the  United  Statea^  The  Senate  haye  also 
assed  the  bill,  entitied  "  An  act  regulating  foreign 
oins,  and  for  other  purposes,^  to  which  they  desire 
be  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  hsTe  ap- 
ointed  a  committee  jointiy,  with  such  committee 
3  this  House  shall  appoint^  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  notiJQr  lum  of  the 
roposed  recess  of  Congress. 


MonDAT,  May  7. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
laking  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  Sti^tes 
ras  read  the  third  time. 

The  bfll  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitied  "An  not 
egttlating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purpoaea," 
ras  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Bevmra,  of  Rhode  Ishuid,  from  the  oomn^ 
ie  appointed,  maented  a  bill  for  making  oompeon- 
Ktiona  to  the  Uommissionen  of  Loans  for  extraor- 
inary  expenses;  which  was  receired  and  read 
irice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
bird  time  to-day. 

Ordered,   That   Mr.  Suwt,  Mr.   Gojcau,  and 


Mr.  -Gitetc,  be  appointed  »  eommittee  on  Chepaft 
of  tUs  House  jointly  with  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wilt  on  the  Prein* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  aotiiyhim  el  the 
pcoposed  teeesB  of  Oongresa. 

rhe  Hoaae  NSolTed  itnlf  into  n  'Oommiltoe  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bMl  ooneemin»  the  ^m 
of  John  Brown  (MtiBg  againat  <he  United  Stetes; 
and,  after  somm  time  spent  tiiareln,  the  Ohailnnan 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bin 
under  oooaidentioui  and  made  no  nmendment 
thereto. 

Ordered^  That  Urn  aaid  bfll  be  tngtosaed,  nnd 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  hill  for  making  •oompeulatiens  to 
the  GommissionevB  of  Loans  for  eartraordinarye^ 
penaes,  was  read  the  third  timc^  and  passed. 

The  House  resolyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bOl  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Trea- 
sury and  War  Departments  ;**  and,  after  aome  time 
apent  therein,  the  Chmrman  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  aaid  bill  under  consideration^ 
and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  aeTorally  twice  raad  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House.  The  said  bill,  together  with  the  amcn^ 
BMnts  ttiereto^  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  eoneeming  the  dahn  of  John 
Brown  Cutting  against  the  United  States,  w«s  read 
the  third  time;  and,  on  the  queslSon  tiiat  the  same 
do  pass,  it  was  resolred  in  the  affiraurtiTe^yeas 
M,  nays  JS,  aa  fdUows: 

TiAa^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Sgbert  Ben- 
son, Ellas  Boudinot,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  CUric, 
Thomas  Fitxsimons,  James  Oordon,  Samnel  Oiiffin, 
Daniel  Roister,  Daniel  *Huger,  John  Laurence,  Amasa 
Learned,  Richard  Bfamd  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  James 
Madison,  Frederick  Augustus  MnUenbeiv,  William 
Vans  Momy,  John  Page,  WilKam  Smith,  John  Steele, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  and  Iwxnas  Todor  Tneker. 

19iT8/--4obn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abtidiam  Bal^in, 
Sheaijashub  Bourne,  John  Brawn,  Wiliiam  B,  Oiles, 
Bemamin  Qoodhne,  PyUp  Key,  Aaron  KitcheU,  Ka- 
thamel  Maeoo,  Andrew  Moore,  Oemelias  C.  Schooa- 
xnaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith*  Jonathan  Stnises, 
Thomas  Snmpter,  Peter  Sylvester,  Oeeige  That^er, 
Thomas  TredweU,  Abraham  Venable^  Artemas  Wasd, 
Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Mr.  SmfST,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  thia-HoiMe>  joiutly,  with  the  oomnolttee  of 
the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  PMaident  ef  the  United 
Statea,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  neeas  of 
Oongressi  reported  that  the  commiltoe  had  per- 
formed that  duty. 

Mr.  Las,  from  the  eonmittee  to  whom  was  ra- 
committed  the  report  on  the  memorials  of  Joospli 
CeraocH  made  n  twort;  trhich  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  fiooae,  aa  followa: 

**  It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Mr.  Ceraedil  is 
an  artist  of  great  reputation  in  Surope,  a  gentieman  of 
respectable  character,  and  has  been  actuated  by  the 
most  honorable  motives  in  offsriog  to  dedioate  his  renins 
aadUiban  in  the  service  to  Uie  United  States.  It  ap- 
pevs,  however,  to  your  committee,  tiiat,  at  the  present 
time^  it  might  not  be  expedient  to  go  into  the  expenses 
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which  the  monameni  Toted  bj  CoogreM  on  the  7th  day 
of  August,  178S,  would  reqairo,  especudly  with  the 
additiooal  oriuuiients  propoMd  by  the  artUt" 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  nuumgers  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  attend  the  conference  with  the  Senate  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  amendments  depending  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  regukting  processes  in 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts, 
and  for  jurors  and  witnesses.**  Whereupon,  the 
second  amendment  to  the  second  section,  lor  strik- 
ing out  the  wordsfollowing: 

"  And  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  same  untU  a  tender 
of  the  debt  and  eosti  io  gold  or  silyer  shall  be  made," 

being  read,  and  the  question  put  that  this  House  do 
adhere  to  the  said  amendment,  it  was  resolted  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  80,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Tbas.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  John 
Brown,  Abraham  Olark,  William  Findley,  William  B. 
Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry 
Grove,  Daniel  Hetster,  Israel  Jaoobi,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Ka^ 
thaniel  Macon,  Jamee  Madison,  Andrew  Moore,  Fre- 
derick Augustus  Muhlenberg,  John  Page,  Josiah  Park- 
er, Joshua  Seney,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Veaable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francia  Willis. 

^ATs.— Fisher  Amei,  Robert  Barnwell.  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudiuot»  Sheaijsshub  Bourne,  Thomas 
Fitasimons,  Nicholas  Gilmao,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Jas. 
Hillhouse,  Amasa  Leaned,  William  Vans  Murray,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan 
Stmges,  Peter  Sylvester,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

JSeiohed,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  fourth  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  said 
bill,  and  doth  rec^e  from  all  the  other  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entiUed  "  An 
act  for  making  compensations  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  Loans  for  extraordinaiy  expenses;'*  and 
tlso  the  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''  An  act  reeulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  tinder  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereta 

The  said  bill  was  then  amended ;  and,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  now  read  the 
third  time. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  certain  ap- 
propriations ther^  specified ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chaimum  reported   that  the 


Committee  had  had  the  said  bin  under  considert* 
tion,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoom 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed 
by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  en- 
titled **An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Trea- 
sury and  War  Departments,"  witii  §n  amend- 
ment, to  whi<^  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tius 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was  agreed 
to. 


TuBSDAT,  May  8. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  certain  appropriatioDS 
therein  specified,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home^ 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  to  which  this  House  hath  adhered, 
to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
for  regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  providing  compensations  ibr  the 
officers  of  the  said  courts,  and  for  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses.'* 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnuttee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  compensate  the  services  of 
the  late  Colonel  George  Gibson;"  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  biU  under 
consideration,  and  made  no  amendment  thereta 
The  sud  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 


The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  Houses  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying  his 
Report  on  the  petition  of  Simon  W.  Wilson; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grove,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  report ;  which 
Was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

"  The  committee  to  whom  waa  referred  the  petitioa 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
praying  that  Congreai  would  authorise  the  LegiaUtnre 
of  that  State  to  impose  a  duty  of  tonnage,  for  deepen- 
ing the  channel  across  the  Swash  and  Bar  in  Pamlioo 
Sound  and  Croatao,  report : 

"That  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Rhode  bl- 
and, Maryland, -and  Geor^^a,  have  aeverally  pasMd 
laws  for  removing  obsiructions  or  deepening  riven  or 
harbon,  to  which  laws  the  United  States  in  Ooogre* 
have  given  their  assent:  wherefore,  the  committee  sre 
of  the  opinion,  that  when  the  Legislatore  of  the  Stale  of 
North  Carolina  shall  have  passed  a  law  imposing  a 
duty  of  tonnage  for  the  inoprovemont  of  their  naviga- 
tion, it  may  be  proper  for  Congress  to  consider  whether 
such  law  shall  nave  the  propped  operation." 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 
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Reuflved^  Thtt  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury 
report  to  this  House,  as  earlj  in  the  next  session 
as  may  be  practicable,  the  number  and  capacity  of 
the  stills  in  the  respectiye  districts  and  States, 
the  net  product  of  revenue  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts and  States,  particuburizing  the  drawbacks, 
and  distinguishing  foreign  from  American  mate- 
rials, and  the  product  paid  by  the  gallon,  month, 
or  year;  also,  the  number  of  officers  and  the 
amdunt  of  their  salaries. 

On  motion, 

BeaoUe^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  several 
Collectors  in  the  United  States,  printed  clear- 
ancesy  on  the  back  whereof  shall  be  a  printed  ac- 
count of  the  methods  which  have  been  found  to 
answer  for  obtaining  fresh  from  salt  water,  and  of 
constructing  ex  tempore  stills,  of  such  implements 
as  are  generally  on  board  every  vessel,  with  a  re- 
commendation, in  all  cases  where  they  shall  have 
occasion  to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  obtaining 
water,  to  publish  the  result  of  their  trial  in  some 
gazette,  on  their  return  to  the  United  States,  or  to 
communicate  it  for  publication  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that  others  may,  hj 
their  suooess,  be  encouraged  to  make  similar  tri- 
als, and  be  benefited  by  any  improvements  or  new 
ideas  which  may  occur  to  them  in  practice. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
Northwest  and  South  of  the  river  Ohio;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendmenti  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-day. 
Mr.  FmsoioHS,  from  the  committee  appointed 


to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late 
expedition  under  Hajor  General  St  Clair,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read.  ^  Whereupon, 

IU96lved,  That  this  House  will,  early  in  the 
next  session,  proceed  to  take  the  said  report  into 
consideration. 

An  engrossed  bill  respecting  the  government  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States  Northwest 
and  South  of  the  river  Ohio  was  read  Uie  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  directing  printed  clearances  of  a  particular 
form,  to  be  furnished  to  the  several  Collectors  in 
the  United  Stotes.  They  have  passed  the  bill, 
entitled  **An  act  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  specified,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which 
thev  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment;  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  pro- 
cure such  of  the  statutes  of  the  several  States  as 
may  not  be  in  his  office;  and  that  the  expense 
thereof  be  defrayed  out  of  the  money  that  is,  or 
may  by  law  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  this  House. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
fying the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
now  about  to  adjourn.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  completed 
the  business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  adjourn 
until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  and  that 
the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the  said  mes- 
sage. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mes- 
sage ;  and,  being  returned. 

The  Spkakxr  adjourned  the  House,  to  meet  od 
the  first  Monday  in  November  next 


PROCEEDINGS 


THE   SENATE   OP  THE   UNITED   STATES, 

AT  THB  SBOOND  SESSIOlf  OF  THI  8B00NB  OOKQRBSS,  BEGUN  AT  THK  OTTT  Of 

FHILADSLPHIA»  NOYXHBER.  9,  1792. 


MoMDAT,  November  6, 1799. 
This  beiDe  the  <kj  fixed  by  law  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  second  session  of  the  second  Con- 
gress, the  following  Senators  appearedi  and  took 
their  scats  : 

JoHM  Lanooon  and  Pains  WuioaTi,  from  New 

Hampshire; 

Calks  Stbomb  and  Gaoara  Cabot,  flrom  llassa- 

ekosetts; 

TmoDoaa  Foeraa,  from  Rhode  Island ; 
OLnraa  ELLswoaTR  and  Rooaa  SBsaMAKi  from 
Connecticat ; 

SrtPHKR  R.  BaAnLKT  and  Mosks  Robikson,  from 
Vermont; 

Ri^rus  Kuto,  from  New  Tork ; 

PaiLKMON  DicKiNsozc  and  Johk  RoTHBgruaOi 
from  New  Jersey ; 

Gsoses  Rbais  from  Delaware ; 

Jambs  Mokbob,  ftt>m  Tirgioia; 

JoBH  BaowN  and  John  Edwabds,  from  Ken- 
tsckj; 

BiHiAiioi  Hawkibb,  fttMn  North  Carolina ; 

PiBsoB  BvTLBB  Bttd  Ralpr  IbabD)  fti»  South 
Ciroliaa;  and 

WiLUAM  Fkw,  from  Georgia. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Vicb  PassroBirr,  and  also 
of  RicHABD  Hbbbt  Lkb,  elected  President  pro 
Un^pore  at  a  former  session,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tempore^  as  the 

Constitution  provides,  and  Johb  LAvanoN  was  diily 

elected. 

JoHH  BaowM  and  Jomr  Edwabds,  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  respective^,  produced  their 
oedentials;  and  the  oath  required  by  law  was^ 
bj  the  PuamBBT  pro  tomporo^  administered  to 

them. 

Ordertd^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is 
membled  and  ready  to  proceed  on  business. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  auorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

A  second  message  informed  the  Senate  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  resolved  that 
a  committee  be  appointed,  Jointly  with  such  com- 
tnittee  as  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  to  wait  on  the 
^usroBKT  or  TRB  Unitbd  Statbs,  and  notify  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and 
'^y  to  receive  any  conmiuni^tions  he  may  please  | 


to  make  to  them ;  in  which  resohitlon  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Buolvtd^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 
PsBsroBNT  or  TBB  Unitbd  Statbs,  agreeably  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  Messrs.  Ibabo  and  Stboimi  be  the  committeB 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  mesBBge  from  the  Hooae  of  RepreBentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent 
tativee  have  resolved  that  two  Chaplains,  of  dHfer- 
ent  denominattons,  be  appmnted  to  Congress,  for 
the  present  session,  one  br  each  House,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly;  in  wnich  they  desire  the  con* 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolu- 
tion; and 

Buoltod^  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  thai 
the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  WnrrB  be  the  Chaplain  on 
the  paK  of  the  Senate, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreBentatives 
informed  tibe  Senate  thai  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  proceeded  to  the  election  of  » 
ChapUiia  to  Congress  for  the  present  session,  and 
have  appointed  the  Rev.  Doctor  Gbbbr  on  their 
part 

Mr.  IsABD,  from  the  Joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Pbbsidbnt  or  thb  Ubitbd  Statbb, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of 
this  dsy,  reported, 

That  they  had  executed  the  business,  and  that 
the  Prbsidbbt  or  thb  Ubitbd  Statbs  proposed  to 
meet  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  the*  Senate 
Chamber  to-morrow  Bt  11  o'ckiok. 


TmBBDAT,  November  6. 

RoBBBT  MoBBis,  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
meet  them  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive  any 
communications  the  Pbbsidbnt  or  thb  UicrrBD 
Statbb  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  that  the  usual  seats  will  be  sa- 
signed  to  them. 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  accordingly 
taken  their  seats,  the  PaasiDBirr  or  tbb  Ubitbd 
Statbs  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  ad- 
dressed both  Houses  of  Congress,  as  follows: 
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FMov^^vtetu  aftht  Senate,  end 

of  the  Hwm  of  Jiepre»9ntaiive» : 

It  is  lome  abatement  of  the  aatiBfaction  vith  which  I 
meet  you  on  the  present  occasion,  that,  in  felicitating 
you  on  a  continuance  of  the  national  prosperity,  gen- 
erally, I  am  not  able  to  add  to  it  information  that  the 
Indian  hostilities,  which  haye,  for  some  time  past,  dis- 
tressed our  northwestern  frontier,  have  terminated. 

Tou  will,  I  am  persuaded,  learn  with  no  less  concern 
than  I  communicate  it,  that  reiterated  endeavors,  to- 
wards effecting  a  pacification,  have  hitherto  issued  only 
in  new  and  outrageous  proofs  of  persevering  hostility 
on  the  part  of  the  tribes  with  whom  we  are  in  contest. 
An  earnest  desire  to  procure  tranquillity  to  the  fron- 
tier ;  to  stop  the  further  effusion  of  blood ;  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  expense ;  to  forward  the  prevalent  wish  of 
the  nation  for  peace,  has  led  to  strenuous  efforts,  through 
various  channels,  to  accomplish  these  desirable  pur- 
poses ;  in  making  which  efforts,  I  consulted  less  my  own 
anticipations  of  the  event,  or  the  scruples  which  some 
oonsiaerations  were  calculated  to  inspire,  than  the  wish 
to  find  the  object  attainable ;  or,  if  not  attainable,  to 
ascertain  unequivocally  that  such  is  the  case. 

A  detail  of  the  measures  which  have  been  mirsued, 
and  of  their  consequences,  whidi  will  be  laid  before 
you,  while  it  will  confirm  to  yon  the  want  of  success^ 
thus  far,  will,  I  trusty  evince  tnat  means  as  proper  and 
as  efficacious  as  could  have  been  derised  have  been 
employed.  The  issue  of  some  of  them,  indeed,  is  still 
depending ;  but  a  Ikvorable  one,  though  not  to  be  de- 
spaired of,  is  not  prooused  by  any  thing  that  has  yet 
nappened. 

in  the  course  of  the  attempts  which  have  been  made, 
some  valuable  citiiens  have  (alien  victims  to  their  seal 
for  the  public  service.  A  sanction  commonly  respected 
even  among  savages  has  been  found,  in  this  instance, 
insufficient  to  protect  from  massacre  the  emissaries  of 
peace :  it  will,  I  presume,  be  duly  considered  whether 
the  occasion  does  not  call  for  an  exercise  of  liberality 
towards  the  fiunilies  of  the  deceased. 

It  must  add  to  your  concern  to  be  informed,  that,  be- 
sides the  continuation  of  hostile  appearances  among  the 
tribes  north  of  the  Ohio,  some  threatening  symptoms 
have  of  late  been  revived  among  some  of  those  south 
of  it 

A  part  of  the  Cherokees,  known  by  the  name  of 
Chickamagas,  inhabiting  five  villages  on  the  Tennessee 
river,  have  long  been  in  the  practice  of  committing  de- 
predations on  the  neighboring  settlements. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  treaty  of  Holston,  made  with 
the  Cherokee  nation  in  July,  1791,  would  have  preven- 
ted a  repetition  of  such  depredations.  But  the  event 
has  not  answered  this  hope.  The  Chickamagas,  aided 
by  some  banditti  of  another  tribe,  in  their  vicinity,  have 
recently  perpetrated  wanton  and  unprovoked  hostilities 
upon  the  citicens  of  the  United  States  in  that  auarter. 
The  information  which  has  been  reoeived  on  Uiis  sub- 
ject will  be  laid  before  you.  Hitherto,  defensive  pre- 
cautions only  have  been  strictly  enjoined  and  observed. 

It  is  not  understood  that  any  breach  of  treaty,  or  ag- 
gression whatsoever,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
or  their  citizens,  is  even  alleged  as  a  pretext  for  the 
spirit  of  hostility  in  this  quarter. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  eveiy  practicable  exer- 
tion has  been  made  (pursuant  to  the  provision  by  law 
for  that  purpose)  to  be  prepared  for  the  alternative  of  a 
prosecution  of  the  war,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  pa- 
cific overtures.  A  iarre  proportion  of  the  troops  au- 
thorised to  be  raised  have  been  recruited,  though  the 
number  is  still  ioeomplete.    And  pains  haye  been  taken 


to  discipline  and  put  them  in  condition  for  the  partien- 
lar  kina  of  service  to  be  performed.  A  delay  of  opera- 
tions (besides  being  dictated  by  the  meaaores  which 
were  pursuing  towards  a  pacific  termination  of  the  war) 
has  been  in  itself  deemed  preferable  to  immature  ef- 
forts. A  statement,  from  the  proper  Department,  with 
reeard  to  the  number  of  troops  raised,  smd  some  other 
points  which  have  been  suggested,  will  afford  moie  pte- 
dse  information,  as  a  guide  to  the  Legislative  ccnsol- 
tatioos ;  and,  among  other  things,  will  enable  Congress 
to  judge  whether  some  additional  stimulus  to  the  re- 
cruiting servioe  may  not  be  advisable. 

In  lookinff  forward  to  the  future  expense  of  the  ope* 
rations  whiSi  may  be  found  inevitable,  I  derive  conso- 
lation from  the  information  I  receive,  that  the  product 
of  the  revenues  for  the  present  year  is  likely  to  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  additional  burdens  on  the  com- 
munity for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.  This,  how- 
ever, will  be  better  ascertained  in  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  and  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  information  al- 
luded to  proceeds  upon  the  suppoeitioD  of  no  material 
extension  of  the  spint  of  hostility. 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs  without 
again  recommending  to  your  consideration  the  expedi- 
ency of  more  adequate  provision  for  giving  eoergy  to 
the  laws  throughout  our  interior  froUier,  and  for  re- 
straining the  commission  of  outrages  upon  the  lodianB ; 
without  which  all  pacific  plana  must  prove  nugatory. 
To  enable,  bv  competent  rewards,  the  employnacot  of 
qualified  ana  trusty  persons  to  reside  among  them  as 
agents,  would  also  contribute  to  the  preservation  of 
peace  and  good  neighborhood.  If,  in  addition  to  these 
expedients,  an  eligible  plan  could  be  devised  for  pro- 
moting civilisation  among  the  friendly  tribes,  and  lor 
carrying  on  trade  with  them,  upon  a  scale  equal  to 
their  wants,  and  under  regulations  calculated  to  pro- 
tect them  from  imposition  and  extortion,  its  influence 
in  cementing  their  uterest  with  ours,  could  not  but  be 
considerable. 

The  prosperous  state  of  our  revenue  has  been  inti- 
mated. This  would  be  still  more  the  case  were  it  not 
for  the  impediments  which,  in  some  places,  continue  to 
embarrass  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States.  These  impediments  have 
lessened,  and  are  lessening,  in  local  extent ;  and,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  community  at  large,  the  contentmeDt  with 
the  law  appears  to  be  progressive. 

But  symptoms  of  increased  opposition  having  lately 
manifested  themselves  in  certain  quarters,  I  judged  s 
special  interposition  on  my  part  proper  and  adTisable ; 
and,  under  this  impression,  have  issued  a  Proclamation, 
warning  against  all  unlawful  combinations  and  pro- 
ceedings, having  for  their  object  or  tending  to  obstruct 
the  law  in  question,  and  announcing  thiU  all  lawful 
ways  and  means  would  be  strictly  put  in  eseentien  for 
bringing  to  justice  the  infractors  thereof  and  securing 
obedience  tnereta 

Measures  have  also  been  taken  for  the  proaeeotioo 
of  offenders ;  and  Congress  may  be  assured  that  nothing 
within  constitutional  and  legal  limits,  which  may  de- 
pend upon  me,  shall  be  wanting  to  assert  and  maintain 
the  just  authority  of  the  lawa  In  fulfilling  this  trait, 
I  shall  count  entirely  upon  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
other  Departments  of  the  Qovemment,  and  upon  the 
sealous  support  of  all  good  citizens. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  bring  again  into  the  Tiew  of  the 
Legislature  the  subject  of  a  revision  of  the  Judiciary 
system.  A  representation  from  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  which  will  be  laid  before  you,  points  out 
some  of  the  inconTeniences  thai  are  experienoed.    hi 
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the  coarse  of  the  execation  of  the  law^  eonsiderationB 
arise  out  of  the  struetare  of  that  system,  whidi,  in  some 
cases,  tend  to  relax  their  efficacy.  As  connected  with 
this  snbject,  provisions  ta  facilitate  the  taking  of  hail 
upon  processes  out  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  supplementary  definition  of  offences  against  the 
Oonstitution  and  laws  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  punish- 
ment lor  audi  offences,  will,  it  is  presnmed,  be  foond 
wordky  of  partieolar  attention. 

Obserrations  on  the  Talne  of  peace  with  other  na- 
tieos  are  onoeeeaaary.  It  would  be  wise^  boweTer,  by 
timeljr  proTisions  to  ^ard  aoainst  those  acts  of  our 
own  dtuens,  which  might  tend  to  disturb  it,  and  to  put 
ourselves  in  a  condition  to  give  that  satisCsurtion  to 
foreiga  nations  which  wa  may  sometimes  have  occasion 
to  require  from  them.  I  particularly  recommend  to  your 
OQOsideration  the  means  of  preventing  those  agres- 
sions by  our  citizens  on  the  territory  of  other  nations, 
and  other  infractions  of  Uie  law  of  nations,  which,  fur- 
nishing just  subject  of  complaint,  might  endanger  our 
peace  with  them,  and,  in  general,  the  maintenance  of  a 
irieodly  intercourse  with  foreign  powers  will  be  pre- 
sented to  your  attention  bv  the  expiration  of  the  law 
lor  that  purpose,  which  takes  place,  if  not  renewed,  at 
the  dose  of  the  present  session. 

In  execation  of  the  authority  given  by  the  Legisla- 
tore,  measures  have  been  talcen  for  engaging  some 
artists  from  abrDad  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  oar 
Mint';  others  have  been  employed  at  home.  Provision 
has  been  nuule  of  the  requisite  buildings,  and  these  are 
now  putting  into  proper  condition  for  the  purposes  of 
the  establi£ment  There  has  idso  been  a  small  begin- 
ning in  the  coinage  of  half 'dimes ;  the  want  of  small 
coins  in  etreulation  calling  the  first  attention  to  thenL 

The  regalation  of  foreign  coins,  in  correspondency 
with  the  principles  of  our  national  coinage,  as  being 
essential  to  then*  due  operation,  and  to  order  in  our 
money  conoems,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  resumed  and 
completed. 

It  is  represented  that  some  provisions  in  the  law 
which  esUblishes  the  Post  Office,  operate,  in  experiment, 
against  the  transmission  of  newspapers  to  distant  parts 
of  Che  country.  Should  this,  upon  due  inquiry,  be  round 
to  be  the  &ct,  a  full  oenviction  of  the  importance  of  fii- 
cilitating  the  eireulation  of  political  intelligenoe  and  in- 
formatioa  will,  I  doubt  not,  lead  to  the  application  of  a 
remedy. 

The  adoption  of  a  Constitution  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky  has  been  notified  to  me.  The  Legislature 
will  share  with  me  in  the  satisfaction  which  arises 
£rom  an  event  interesting  to  the  happiness  of  the  part 
of  the  nation  to  which  it  relates,  and  conducive  to  the 
general  order. 

It  is  proper,  likewise,  to  inform  you,  that,  since  my 
last  communication  on  the  subject,  and  in  further  exe- 
cution of  the  acts  severally  making  provision  for  the 
Public  Debt,  and  for  the  reduction  thereof,  three  new 
loans  have  been  effected,  each  for  three  millions  of  flo- 
rins ;  one  at  Antwerp,  at  the  annual  interest  of  four 
And  one-half  per  cent,  with  an  allowance  of  four  per 
cent,  in  lieu  of  all  charges ;  and  the  other  two  at  Am- 
sterdam, at  the  annual  interest  of  four  per  cent,  with 
an  allowance  of  five  and  one-half  per  cent,  in  one  case, 
nnd  of  &Ye  per  cent  in  the  other,  in  lieu  of  all  charges. 
The  rates  of  these  loans,  and  the  circumatances  under 
whidi  they  have  been  made,  are  confirmations  of  the 
high  state  of  our  credit  abroad. 

Among  the  objects  to  which  these  funds  have  been 
directed  to  be  applied,  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to 
certain  foreign  officers,  according  to  the  provision  made 
daring  die  last  session,  has  been  embraced. 
2d  Cov.^20 


Gentlemen  of  the  Hcuh  of  Jtepretentatioee : 

I  entertain  a  strong  hope  that  the  state  of  oar  na- 
tional finances  is  now  sumdently  matured  to  enable 
you  to  enter  upon  a  systematic  and  e^ectual  arrange- 
ment for  the  regular  redemption  and  discharge  of  the 
Public  Debt,  according  to  the  right  which  has  been  re- 
served to  the  Government ;  no  measure  can  be  more 
desirable,  whether  viewed  with  an  eye  to  its  intrinsic 
importance,  or  to  the  general  sentiment  and  wish  of  the 
nation. 

Provision  is  likewise  requisite  for  the  reimbursement 
of  the  loan  which  has  been  made  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
act  bv  which  it  is  incorporated ;  in  fulfilling  the  public 
stipulations  in  this  particular,  it  is  expected  a  valuable 
saving  win  be  made. 

Appropriations  for  the  current  service  of  the  ensuing 
year,  and  for  auch  extraordinaries  as  may  require  pro- 
vision, will  demand,  and  I  doubt  not  will  engage,  your 
early  attention. 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate^  itnd 

of  the  Houee  of  Repreeentativee  : 

I  content  myself  with  recalling  your  attention,  gene- 
rally, to  such  objects,  not  particularized  in  my  present, 
as  have  been  suggested  in  my  former  communications 
to  you. 

various  temporary  laws  will  expire  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  Among  these,  that  which  regulates  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  wiU  merit  par- 
ticular attention. 

The  results  of  your  common'* deliberations  hitherto, 
will,  I  troai,  be  productive  of  solid  and  durable  advan- 
tages to  our  constituents ;  such  as,  by  coodliating  more 
and  more  their  ultimate  suffrage,  will  tend  to  strengthen 
and  confirm  their  attachment  to  that  constitution  of 
Government  upon  which,  under  Divine  Providence, 
materially  depend  their  union,  their  safety,  and  their 
happiness. 

Still  further  to  promote  and  secure  these  inestimable 
ends,  there  is  nothing  which  can  have  a  more  powerful 
tendency,  than  the  careful  cultivation  of  harmony,  com- 
bined with  a  due  regard  to  stability  in  the  public  conn- 
dls.  G.  WASH&rOTON. 

UmrxD  Statb^  November  6, 1793. 

Trk  Prbbidxnt  or  thi  Unitid  Statsb  having 
retired,  and  the  two  Hoases  being  separated, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stbong,  Kino,  and  Rutr- 
KBFURD,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the 
draft  of  an  address  to  the  PaBBiDBifT  or  tbb  Uni- 
TBD  Statbs,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  this  day,  to 
both  Houaefl  of  Gongress  convened  in  the  Senate 
Chamber. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speech  of  the  Pbssidbkt  or 
TBB  Unitbd  Statbs,  delivered  this  day,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  merchants  of 
the  d^  of  Charleston  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  restraining  and 
altering  the  proceedings,  and  redudng  the  fees  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  famish  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  from  such  printers  as  they  maj 
respecttvely  direct,  each,  three  newspapers,  to  be 
left  from  time  to  time,  during  the  session,  at  their 
several  places  of  abode. 
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Thubsdat,  Noyember  15. 

The  iMtpera  commanicated  the  7th  instant,  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  Indian  afibirs,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  PsismKKT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary-  of  War,  together  with  copies  of 
sundry  papers  transmitted  by  James  SeagroTe,  Su- 
perintendent and  Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
respecting  the  peaceable  disposition  of  the  Greek 
nation ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

FiUDAT,  November  16. 

Aaron  Bubb,  from  the  State  of  New  Tork,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat. 

The  Prisidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  Messrs.  Herbert  k  Co.,  dated  Paris,  January 
S6,'  1792,  respecting  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  carry  this  Letter  to 
the  House  of  Eepre8entatiye& 

The  bill  regulatine  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

&$ohed^  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engrossed ; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  regulating 
Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
a  committee,  made  April  the  6th,  1792,  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  Weights  and  Measures,  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next 

Monday,  Noyember  19. 

The  pRBSiDKNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
signed  Thomas  Jefferson,  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  who  were  appointed  pursuant 
to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,"  enclosing  their 
accounts,  and  stating  that  from  the  25th  of  October, 
1791,  there  have  been  purchased  of  various  de- 
nominations of  the  Public  Debt,  to  the  amount  of 
$864,093  18  cents ;  and  that  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  business,  $1,495,467  89  cents  of  said 
debt  have  been  purchased ;  for  which  the  sum  of 
$967,821  65  cents  in  specie,  have  been  paid ;  which 
Letter  and  papers  therein  referred  to,  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  Address  from  the  people  called  Quakers,  in 
behalf  of  the  religious  societies  of  that  denomina- 
tion in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  part  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  was 
presented  and  read,  suggesting  the  exp^iency  of 
adopting  further  measures  to  conciliate  the  minds, 
and  to  effect  a  peace  with  the  hostile  tribes  of  In- 
dians. 

Ord^red^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  November  20. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
pro^eded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee 
made  April  the  5th,  1792,  on  the  subject  of  Weights 
and  Measures ;  and,  after  debate, 


Ordered^  That  the  further  oonsidervtion  thcrntf 
be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Screven,  one  of  the  quali- 
fied acting  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  James  Screven,  Brigadier  General  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  deceased,  was  presented  and  read,  prav- 
ing  for  the  renewal  of  certain  certificates  of  Pablic 
Debt,  said  to  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Elisha  Bennett,  a  Heaman  oa 
board  the  Continental  frigate  the  TmrnbuU,  was 
presented  and  read,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  ar- 
rearage of  his  wages,  the  payment  of  which  hatk 
been  hitherto  impeded  by  accident 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 


WcDiiBsnAT,  November  31. 

Ordersd,  That  Messrs.  Ellswobth,  SmoHO,  Moir- 
ROB,  JoBNSTON,  and  Kino,  be  a  committee  to  take 
the  Judiciary  system  into  consideration,  and  lepoit 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

.  The  petition  of  Barent  I.  Staats  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  compensation  for  services  render- 
ed the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  which  is 
stated  to  have  been  delayed  by  reason  of  a  mistake 
in  the  officer  appointed  to  liquidate  the  public  ac- 
counts. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  tie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  petitions  of  Asa  Day,  and  of  William  Pe^ 
kins,  by  his  attorney  Jonah  Rogers,  were  severally 
read,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  arrearages  of  their 
wages,  due  for  military  services  during  the  UU 
war. 

Ordered,  That  these  petitions  be  severally  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  nar»  to  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 


Thvbsdat,  November  22. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Johhstok,  Cabot,  and 
Rbad,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  a  law  respecting  fugitives  fit>m  justice,  and  per 
sons  escaping  from  the  pervioe  of  their  masters^  and, 
if  they  think  proper,  to  report  a  bilL 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
pREsmBirr  or  the  United  States  : 

OentUmm  of  the  Senate,  and 

tf  the  Houee  tf  Jiepreeeniatwee : 

I  send  yon  herewith  the  abstract  of  a  supplementary 
arrangement  which  has  been  made  by  me,  panoant  to 
the  acts  of  the  8d  day  of  March,  1101,  and  the  8th  dar 
of  May,  1792,  for  raising  a  revenue  apoa  forei^  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits ;  in  respect  to  the  subdiTisioiu 
and  officers  which  nave  appeared  to  me  necessary,  and 
to  the  allowancea  for  their  respective  services  to  the 
supervisors,  inspectors,  and  other  officers  of  inspection ; 
together  with  estimates  of  the  amount  of  compeDsatiooi 
and  charges. 

a.  WASHINOTON. 

ITifXTED  States,  November  2S,  1792. 
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Ordered,  That  this  Message,  and   the   {Mtpers 
therein  referred  to,  lie  for  consideration. 


Fbidat,  NoTember  28. 

RicHABD  Bassrt,  ftom  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat 

The  committees  not  haying  perfected  their  re- 
ports, the  Senate  adjourned. 


MoNOAT,  NoTember  26. 

The  petition  of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to  the 
Senate,  was  presented  and  read,  praying  that  he 
msLj  be  ^^anuiorized,  at  public  expense,  to  employ 
a  person  to  make  fires,  carry  wood,  Ac." 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
tnformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  eonoeminff  the  registering 
sad  recording  of  ships  or  vessels/*  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  November  27. 
No  busiiiesB  was  done  to-day. 


Wbdnisdat,  November  28. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
purchase  a  map  of  the  United  States,  and  maps  of 
the  respective  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messra  Bradlet,  Butlkb,  and 
Snuf  AN,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition 
of  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  and 
report  thereon. 


THoasDAT,  Novembei'  29. 

The  Phbsidknt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  28th  instant,  enclosing  his  specie 
account  to  the  SOth  of  September  last;  which  let- 
ter and  papers  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  Uble. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  regis- 
tering and  recording  of  ships  or  ves^ls^**  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

FamAT,  November  SO. 

The  Senate  assembled,  and  adjourned  to  Mon- 
^yneztatllo'dock. 


MoxfOAT,  December  8. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the 
registerine  and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels.' 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Butlkb, 
Cabot,  Morais,  Monroi,  and  KiKo,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 


The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee, 
made  April  6th,  1792,  on  the  subject  of  Weights 
and  Measures ;  and,  after  debate,  ordered,  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until 
Thursday  next 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  persons,  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  that  Congress 
would  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of 
passing  a  Bankrupt  law,,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

TuBSDAT,  December  4. 
No  business  done  to-day. 


WioNKSDAT,  December  5. 

The  Vice  Pbesidbnt  of  the  United  States  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  Bradlbt  gave  notice  that,  on  Friday  next, 
he  should  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
SUtes." 


TsuasDAT,  December  8. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  made  April  6tb,  1792,  on  the  sul^ect 
of  Weights  and  Measures. 

On  motion,  that  the  report  under  consideration 
be  recommitted,  and  that  the  committee  be  re- 
quested to  report  a  bill  for  rendering  the  Weights 
and  Measures  of  the  United  States  uniform  and 
invariable,  retaininjg  in  general  the  Weights  and 
Measures  now  in  use. 

It  was  agreed,  that  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  report,  together  with  the  motion  made  thereoui 
be  postponed  until  Monday  se'nnight 

The  f<^owing  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBSIDBITT  or  THE  UmITBD  StATBS  : 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  ffoum  of  Jlepreteniaiwei : 

The  several  measures,  which  have  been  pursued  to 
induce  the  hostile  Indian  tribes  north  of  tiie  Ohio  to 
enter  into  a  conference  or  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
at  which  all  causes  of  difference  might  be  fiiUy  under- 
stood, and  justly  and  amicably  arranged,  have  already 
been  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Oongressi 

The  papers  herewith  sent  will  inform  you  of  the 
result. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Ukftko  Statu,  December  6, 1792. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


FaroAT,  December  7. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PRBsmnn'  op  thb  Uhitkd  Statbs: 

OentUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  t?ie  ffoute  of  Repreeentative*  : 

I  lay  before  you  two  Letters,  with  their  enclosures 
from  tne  Governor  of  the  Southwestern  territory,  and  an 
extract  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Department  of  War. 
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These,  and  a  Letter  of  the  9ih  of  October  last,  which 
has  been  already  oommfinicated  to  you,  from  the  same 
DeparUuent  to  the  Qovemor,  will  show  in  what  maoner 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session^  whidi  pro- 
Tides  for  calling  out  the  Militia  for  the  repdlii^  of  In- 
dian inyasions^  has  been  executed.  It  remaiBs  to  be 
considered  by  Congress  whether,  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  Uniled  States,  it  be  advisable  or  not  to  pursue 
any  further  or  other  measures  than  those  which  have 
been  already  adopted.  The  taature  of  the  subject  does, 
of  itself,  cad  for  your  immediate  attention  to  it ;  and  I 
must  add,  that  upon  the  result  of  your  deliberations, 
the  future  conduct  of  the  Ezceatire  will  on  this  occa- 
•too  materially  depend. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

XJvrm  Statu,  December  7, 1792. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
t6  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  notification  of  the  Sth  instant, 
Mr.  jBradlet  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  "  bill  in 
addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  ac^  entitled  '  An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
States;*^'  and  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Monday,  December  10. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
fhe  bill  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of;  an  act, 
entitled  "  An  aot  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  individual  States ;"  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered^  Thut  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bradlet,  Strong,  Kino,  Ellswortb,  and  Brown, 
to  consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 

The  YicB  pRESiDKNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject 
of  Indian  affairs,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed; 
which  #ere  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table. 


TuMDAT,  December  11. 

Mr.  BiJTLSR,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
'*An  act  concerning  the  registering  and  recording 
of  ships  or  vessels,'  reported  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
last  mentioned  bill;  and,  on  motion,  to  expunge 
the  following  proviso  in  the  first  section  of  the 
hill,  to  wit: 

"  PfwitUdf  That  they  shall  not  continue  to  enjoy 
the  same  longer  than  they  shall  continue  to  be  wholly 
owned,  and  to  be  commanded  by  a  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  said  States  f 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yCRS  5,  nays  19,  as 
follows : 

Tras. — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards,  Few,  and 
Jbmd, 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  King, 
Langdon,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read,  ICobinson,  Sherman, 
Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

And,  after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  as 
reported  by  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Wbdnisdat,  December  IS. 

John  Tatlor,  appomted  by  the  Legidatnre  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Richard  H. 
Lks,  resigned,  produced  his  credentiala  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate.  He  also  produced  the  cre- 
dentials of  his  appointment  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1798:  which 
severally  read,  and  the  oath  was,  by  w  Tia 


were 


Prrsident,  administered  to  Mr.  Tatlor,  as  the  law 
provides. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  dsr,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  third  reeding  of  the  bill  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  c<mciurrenoe^ 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  registeiing  and 
recording  of  ships  or  vessels,**  and,  alter  agreeing 
to  further  amendments, 

Resohed^ThMi  this  bill  pass  as  amftiidnd. 


Trorsdat,  December  18. 

Mr.  Brablrt,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  in  addition  to,  and 
alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  extend 
the  time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
United  SUtes  with  the  individual  States,"  r^Knied 
amendments,  which  were  adopted,  and  the  biD 
was  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 


Fridav,  December  141 

Mr.  Bradlet  reported  fit>m  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Mathers, 
and  the  report  was  adopted.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  James  Mathers  be  authorized  to 
employ  a  person  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  his 
petition,  and  that  the  person  thus  employed  be  al* 
lowed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  per  day 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  wppropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  bill  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with  the 
individual  States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Eeeohed,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  the  title  there- 
of be  "  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  oi,  an 
act,  entitled  *An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  individual  States;' "  that  it  be  engrossed,  and 
that  the  Secretary  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  therein. 


MoNDAT,  December  Vt* 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  made  April  the  5th,  1792,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Weights  and  Measures,  together  with  the 
motion  made  thereon  the  6th  instant 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  conaadera- 
tion  thereof,  and  to 

*^  lUiolve,  That  the  present  meaanres  of  length  be  re- 
tained and  fixed  by  an  invariable  standard ;  that  the 
measures  of  surface  remain  as  they  are,  and  be  inraria- 
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ble  also  m  the  uMaraiw  of  leogth  to  which  ihetj  aro  to 
refer;  that  the  unit  of  capacity,  now  ao  equiTocal,  be 
Kttled  at  a  medium  and  convenient  term,  and  de6ned 
b/  the  same  iuTariable  jneaeures  of  length,  that  the  more 
known  terms  in  the  two  kinda  of  weigbte  be  retained, 
and  reduced  to  one  aeries,  and  that  they  be  referred  to 
a  definite  mass  of  aome  substance,  the  specific  gravity 
of  which  never  changes ;  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
poiDted  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordiugly  :* 

And,  after  debate*  it  waa 

OrdftwL,  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
be  deferred  until  to*morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  eoneemiog  the  registering  and  recording  of  ships 
or  vessels,"  ezeept  to  their  amendment  to  Uie  seven- 
teenth sectaon,  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  toe  House  of  Aepresentativea  disa- 
greeing to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
seventeenth  section  of  the  bill  last  mentioned;  and 

JSetohedf  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendment  ta  the  said  seventeenth  section. 


Tuesday,  December  18. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  eonaideration  of  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday, to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  made  the  5th  of  April  last,  on 
the  subject  of  Weights  and  Measures,  with  the 
motion  of  the  6th  of  December  instant,  made  there- 
on ;  and  agreed  to  amend  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment made  yesterday,  by  striking  out  theae  words : 
**  And  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  accordingly." 

It  was  agreed  to  poatpone  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday for  postponement,  and  to  take  up  the  follow- 
ing motion: 

Ist  That  the  units  of  the  Measures  and  Weighto  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  equal  to  jwrtain  Measures 
sod  Weights  now  in  use. 

2d  Tlttt  the  standard  for  the  Measures  and  Wei|dits 
of  the  United  States  be  an  uniform  cylindrical  rod  of 
metal,  of  such  length  as  in  the  latitude  of  forty-fire  de- 
grees, in  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  in  a  cellar  of  uni- 
form natural  temperature,  shall  perform  its  vibrations 
in  small  and  equal  ares  in  one  seoood  of  time,  and  which 
Btaodaid  rod  snail  be  divided  imo  four  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  equal  parts. 

Sd.  Thai  the  unit  of  Measures  of  length  shall  be  & 
jot,  which  shall  be  equal  in  length  to  one  hundred  parts 
of  the  aforesaid  steiraard  rod. 

That  sixty-six  feet  shall  be  acham,  and  eighty  chains 
Smil«. 

4th.  Tliai  Messurea  of  surface  be  made  hv  squares 
of  the  measures  of  length ;  but  in  the  case  of  land  the 
unit  shall  be  an  acre,  which  shall  contain  forty-three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  square  feet,  or  shall 
be  tea  chains  in  length  and  one  m  breadth. 

5th.  That  the  unit  of  the  Measures  of  capacity  shall 
be  a  bushel,  which  shall  be  one  foot  square,  and  one  foot 
sad  twenty-five  eents  of  a  foot  deep,  and  ahall  contain 
one  cubic  foot  and  a  quarter. 

6th.  That  the  unit  of  Weights  shall  be  a  pound,  which 
iball  be  equal  to  the  pouna  Avoirdupois,  now  in  use, 
sad  shall  be  equal  in  weight  to  a  quantity  of  rain  water, 


twenty  cents  of  a  foot  square,  and  forty  oenita  deep,  or 
sixteen  thousand  cubic  cento  of  a  foot,  measured  and 
weighed  in  a  cellar  of  uniform  natural  temperature. 

7th.  That  the  units  of  the  Measures  and  Weights  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  divided  into  cents  or  hun- 
dredth parts,  and  where  necessary  into  mills  or  thou- 
sandth parta^  and  in  the  case,  of  Weights  ithe  mill  shall 
be  divided  into  seven  grains,  equal  to  seven  grains  Troy. 

OnUr^  That  the  motion  for  postponement 
made  yeeteiday,  as  amended,  togeUier  with  the 
motion  last  made,  be  referred  to  Messra  Rwthbi^ 
FURD,  MoRBOB,  IzAJU>,  Ellswobtb,  and  LanGSoii,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


WxDHBSDAT,  December  19. 

The  ViCB  pREsiDEHT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  enclosing  copies 
of  letters  from  General  Wilkinson,  Major  Adair, 
and  others,  on  Indian  affairs,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  James  Wilson  .and  others,  in  be- 
half of  the  Illinois  and  Ouabacbe  Land  Company, 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  report  of  a 
committee  made  to  the  Senate  the  11th  of  April, 
1793,  on  a  former  petition,  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  this  petition 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  the  3 let  in- 
stant 


Thursday,  Deeember  20. 

Mr.  JoHKSTOir,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  respecting  fugitives 
from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service 
of  their  masters ;  which  wss  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Fridat.  December  31. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  ef 
the  bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
sons escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters ; 
and, 

Oi^ertd,  That  the  further  eomudenHkm  thereof 
be  postponed. 

A  message  fh>ra  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  appointed  a  joint  eommittee  on  their 
part  for  enrolled  bills,  and  desire  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  for  that  purpOM  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  eonaideration  the  message 
above-mentioned ;  and  ordered  that  Mr.  Brown  lie 
of  the  committee  on  their  part,  for  the  purposes  ex- 
pressed therein. 

MoNDAT,  December  24. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  rer 
sumed  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  re»pectiog 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  ettcaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters ;  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  VicB  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  the 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Geoi^ia 
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togother  with  a  deposition  respecting  some  recent 
and  cruel  murders  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of 
^at  State  by  the  Cherokee  Indians;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WsDirESDAT,  December  26. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitires  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  senrice  of  their  masters;  and, 
after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  fur- 
ther postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  en- 
rolling and  licensing  ships  or  vessels,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same;**  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Thussdat,  December  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same;**  and 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
bepostponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters;  and, 
after  debate, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 


Fbzdat,  December  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
esca|nng  from  the  service  of  their  masters:  and 
the  motion  yesterday  made  thereon,  to  wit :  **  That 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress;"  was  paned  in  the 
negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted,  and  that 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Shermah  be  added  to  the 
committee,  who  are  instructed  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject generally,  and  report  thereon. 


MoHDAT,  December  31. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concurrence,  entitled  *'An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  m  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same ;"  and 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Cabot, 
Morris,  Bradley,  Lahgdon,  and  Monroe,  to  con- 
sider generally,  and  report  thereon. 

The  Vice  Presideht  laid  before  the  Senate  a 


Letter  from  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Toulouse, 
in  the  Department  of  Craronne,  in  France ;  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  cany  this  Letter  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  James  Wilson  and  others, 
on  behalf  of  the  Illinois  and  Ouabache  Land  Com- 
pany, was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  to  this  day  fortnight 

Tne  Vice  Presideht  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  fh)m  Abraham  Whipple,  referring  to  a  peti- 
tion presented  to  a  former  Congress  for  compensa> 
tion ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  as- 
certain the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;**  in  which  they  desire  the  eonenrrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  that 
it  paaa  to  the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  January  1, 1793. 

The  Vice  Presideht  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
memorial  of  D.  L.  Morel,  accompanied  with  a  pro- 
ject for  applying  oars  to  vessels  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatxres 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  ascertain  the 
fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes/*  waa 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  21st  of  November,  to  take  the  Judiciary 
system  into  consideration,  who  are  instructed  also 
to  consider  this  bill,  and  to  report  thereon. 

Wedhesday,  January  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  following  hills,  in  which 
they  respectively  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate:  A  bill  entitled  ** An  act  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garanger,  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war;**  a  mil  en- 
titled ^'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act 
establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States,^  so  far  as  respects  the  coinage  of 
copper;**  and  a  bill  entitled  ''An  aot  to  provide  for 
the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be 
paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of 
September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persona 
therein  named." 

The  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Gaxanger  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war,**  waa  resd 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  paaa  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bHl  entitled  <*An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled *  An  act  establishfng  a  Mint,  and  regulating 
the  coins  of  the  United  States,'  so  fitf  as  re^ecU 
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be  coinage  of  copper,**  wm  read  the  firat  time,  and 
ordered  to  paae  to  the  aeeond  reading. 
The  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  aHow- 
nce  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by 
be  resolTe  of  Congreaa  of  the  28th  of  September, 
785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persons  therein  named,** 
raa  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the 
econd  reading. 

Thursdat,  January  3. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
or  concorrenee,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
intitled  *  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulat- 
ng  the  coins  of  the  United  States,'  so  far  as  re- 
ipects  the  coinage  of  copper,**  was  read  the  second 
ime. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
tfoBRis,  Cabot,  and  Johhstor,  to  consider  generally, 
ind  report  thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
or  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid 
)y  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  38th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persona  therein 
umed,**  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Strorg,  Sherman,  and  Knio,  to  consider  generally, 
lod  report  thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the 
lettlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garanger,  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  petition  of  the  said  Lewis  Garanger,  and 
sundry  papers  thereto  referring,  were  read. 

Ordatdt  That  the  petition  of  the  said  Lewis 
Gftraoger  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  last  mentioned  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  JoHHsTQir,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill  re- 
ipeeting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters,  reported  amend- 
mente;  which  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  printed  for  the  nse  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  £ll8Wobtk,  from  the  comilaittee  appointed 
to  take  the  Judiciary  system  into  consideration, 
sported  a  bill  on  that  subject;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  Senate 
>dopt  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

.  \R8ii^9td,  lliat  the  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes  are 
indindoally  respontible  for  their  conduct  to  their  con- 
ititaeoU,  who  are  entitled  to  auch  information  as  will 
c&tble  them  to  form  a  just  estimate  thereof 

**^aM,  That  the  Journals  are  too  voluminous 
ttd  expeoaiTe  to  drcnlate  ^nerally ;  and,  if  it  were 
o^erwise,  that  the  information  they  contain,  as  to  the 
P"Qciplea,  motives,  and  designs  of  individual  members, 
ttuuMleqtiate. 

^I^^^Md;  That  thia  information,  defective  as  it  ia, 
ij^mes  more  nugatory  and  delusive,  in  proportion  aa 
ueoccaaioQ  for  it  increases,  aince  the  Senate  make  thev 
ova  Journals. 


**Jie9ohedt  That  the  conducting  of  the  Leeialative 
an4  Judicial  powera  of  the  Senate  m  public,  and  suffer- 
ing an  account  of  their  measures  and  deliberationB  to 
be  published  in  the  newspapers,  is  the  beat  means  of 
diffusing  general  information  concerning  the  principles, 
motivea,  and  conduct  of  individual  membera ;  and  tha^ 
by  withholding  thia  information,  responaibility  becomes 
unavailing,  the  influence  of  their  conatituenta  over  one 
branch  of  the  Legialature,  in  a  fnat  meaaure,  annihi- 
lated, and  the  beat  aecurity  which  experience  has  de- 
viaed  against  the  abuae  of  power  and  a  mal-administra* 
tion  abandoned. 

**Ji«9oived,  therefore,  That  it  be  a  atandmg  rule  that 
the  doora  of  the  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  whilst 
the  Senate  ahall  be  aitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judica- 
tive capacity,  except  on  auch  occaaiona  aa,  in  their  judg- 
ment, may  require  aecrecy ;  and  that  thia  rule  ahall  com- 
mence and  be  in  force  on  the  first  d^y  of  the  next  see- 
aion  of  Congreaa. 

**Jteaolff0d,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  reqneat 
the  Commiaaionera  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia to  cauae  a  proper  gallery  to  be  erected  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  an  audience." 

On  motion  that  the  resolves  now  proposed  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Orderedy  That  they  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the 
consideration  thereof  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
first  Monday  in  February  next. 


Fridat,  January  4. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  thereon ;  and,  after  debate, 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  *«  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  SUtes ;" 
and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideTation  thereof 
be  postponed  unUl  Monday  next 


MovDAT,  January  7. 

On  motion,  at  the  request  of  D.  L.  Morel, 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
memorial. 

The  Vice  Fkesideht  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  con- 
fidential communicationa  from  the  President  or 
THE  UwTED  States,  respecting  Indian  Affiiirs; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  "*  An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States ;"  which, 
having  been  amended. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  t)ie  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  *^  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons 
who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of 
flags  of  truce ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 
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The  bin  wm  read  the  fint  time,  and  ordeied  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading^. 

Ordered^  Tbat  the  report  of  the  eenmittee  on  the 
bill  respecting  ftigitives  fnm  justice,  and  pienons  es- 
caping fl^em  the  sendee  of  their  masters,  be  farther 
postponed. 

Mr.  Strovg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for 
the  allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to 
be  paid  by  the  reaolve  of  Congress  of  the  38th  of 
September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  .the  persons 
therein  named,"  reported  the  btli  without  amend- 
nent. 

Ordered,  That  thb  bill  pass  to  a  thud  reading. 


TucsDAT,  January  8. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatrres 
for  concurrence^  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who  were 
killed  by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of 
truce,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  papers  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, respecting  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
said  bill,  were  read. 

Ordered,  Thai  this  bill  paas  to  the  Uiird  reading. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  tiie  act  entiUed  *"  An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Ck>urts  of  tiie  United  States," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engrossed ; 
and  that  the  titie  thereof  be,  '^  An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  entitied, 'An  aet  to  establish  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  tiie  United  States.' " 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting  fugitives 
from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the  ser- 
vice of  their  masters,  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid 
by  the  resolye  of  Con^ss  of  the  28th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  persons  therein  named," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 


WsDSESDAT,  January  9. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitied  "  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain 
persons  who  were  kilted  by  Indians,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  flags  of  truce,"  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Kwo, 
Sherman,  and  Fostbb,  to  consider  generally,  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  MoBRxs,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  aet  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating the  coins  of  the  United  States,  so  fiir  as  re- 
spects the  coinage  of  copper,'"  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment 

Ordered,  That  the  rule  be  dispensed  with,  so  far 
as  that  this  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill,  and  strike  out 
*  eight  pennyweights  and  sixteen  grains,"  and  to 
insert,  in  place  of  those  words, "  two  hundred  and 


eight  grains ;"  to  strike  oat  the  woria  "  low  peasv- 
weights  and  eight,"  and  insert  in  place  of  thoee  words 
''-one  hundred  and  four." 

Resolved,  Thai  this  bill  paas  aa  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentstives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
ativea  have  passed  a  bilU  entitied  "  An  act  maloBf 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  GoTemnieiit  for 
the  year  1793 ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  eoociir- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence^  entitied  "  An  aet  raakin|r  appropri* 
ations  for  the  support  of  Government  for  um  jeir 
1793,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and  oidered  to  pia 
to  the  second  reading. 


TsimaDATi  January  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate, 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  conenr  in  their 
amendments  to  the  biit,^ entitled  "An  aet  to  amend 
an  act,  entitied  'An  aet  establishing  a  Mint, and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States^  so  far  as 
rei^ects  the  coinage  of  copper.' " 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitied  '^  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  lor  the  yeir 
1793,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mesera.  Izabji, 
Stroro,  and  Tatlor,  to  consider  generaUy,  and  re- 
port thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreeentstives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repreaeot- 
atives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  aet  to  re^ 
late  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions;"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Fridat,  January  11. 

The  Inll  sent  fi^m  the  House  of  Repreaeotativea 
for  ooneurrenee,  entitied  "  An  aet  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,"  waa  read  the  seooad 
time. 

Ordered,  That  tiiia  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Strovo,  Shrrmah,  Hawkhis,  and 
Kino,  to  consider  generally,  and  report  thereon. 


MoKDAT,  January  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respectiaff  fugitives 
from  justice,  and  persona  esoaping  from  tiie  service 
of  their  masters;  andv  after  progreai^ 

Ordered,  That  the  ooDsideration  thereof  be  further 
postponed. 

Ordered,  lliat  the  consideratioii  of  the  iBeiBe> 
rial  of  James  Wilson  and  othere,  on  behalf  of  the 
Illinois  and  Ouabache  Land  Company,  be  frurlher 
postponed. 

Tuesday,  January  15. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  eommittee  on  the  bill  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
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he  Bervioe  of  their  masters,  a&d  tbe  ttnendiiisiits 
iroposed;  end,  after  debdte. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideraticm  thfii«0f  he  for* 
her  postponed. 

A  messaM  from  the  Hoose  of  RepresentatiTes 
sformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
;entatiYe8  have  passed  a  hill  entitled  **  An  act  rela- 
tive to  claims  against  the  United  States  not  harred 
br  any  act  of  Imntation,  and  which  have  not  heen 
JndAy  adjusted  f  in  whkh  they^  desire  the  eon- 
mrrence  of  the  ^nate. 

The  hill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  IZABD,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  hUl  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  one  thousand 
KTen  hundred  and  ninety-three,"  reported  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Butleb,  seconded  hy  Mr. 
Bkadlet, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  the  Senate  the  account  of  the  United 
States  with  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  speci- 
fying the  precise  sums,  with  the  dates  of  the  dehits 
and  credits,  from  the  institution  of  the  Bank  to  the 
day  the  return  is  made.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  also  lay  hefore  the  Senate  an  ac- 
count of  the  surplus  of  revenue  appropriated  to 
the  pnrehase  of  tne  Puhlie  Deht,  to  the  same  pe- 
nod,  specifying  the  sums  and  dates.  That  he  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  money  hor- 
roved  by  virtue  of  the  law  passed  August  4, 1790, 
with  the  appropriation  of  the  amount,  and  the 
precise  dates.  That  he  lay  hefore  the  Senate  the 
amount  and  application  of  the  money  borrowed 
by  Tirtue  of  the  law  of  August  12,  1790 ;  and  that 
he  also  Lay  before  the  Senate  an  account  exhibit- 
in^  the  probable  surplus  and  unappropriated  re- 
venue of  the  year  1792,  stating  as  ftur  as  possible, 
the  dates  and  the  sums. 


WxDNEBDAT,  January  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  r^in^  of 
the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concnrrence  entitled  '*  An  act  relative  to  claims 
gainst  the  United  States  not  barred  hy  any  act 
of  lioutation,  and  wluch  have  not  been  already 
•djosted;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

"Hie  Senate  resumed  me  consideration  of  the 
^port  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting 
mgitires  from  iostice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  senrioe  of  their  masters^  and  the  am^idments 
proposed;  andr  after  progress,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


TruiisdaY)  January  17. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
^^preaentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  •'  An  act 
J^lative  to  claims  against  the  United  States  not 
**^  by  any  act  or  limitation,  and  which  have 
»ot  been  abeady  adjusted,"  be  referred  to  Messrs. 


Hawkins,  Kino,  and  Stboko,  to  consider  gene- 
raUr,  and  report  thereon. 

Ijie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  thdr  masters,  and,  having  amended 
the  report,  it  was  adopted*  and  agreed  that  the 
bill  be  amended  aeeordingly* 

Ordertdi  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  readings 


Fbisat,  January  16. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
oonlbrmably  to  the  order  of  the  16th  of  January 
instant,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed }  which  wete 
read. . 

Ordered,  Tbtki  ther  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  that  it  he 

"  Ordtrmi  That  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  IVeasurv  lav 
before  the  Senate  an  account  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
slating  the  reasons  which  have  contributed  to  its  sup- 
ply, from  its  institution  to  this  time,  and  showing  the 
present  balance  on  hand ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  this 
motion  be  postponed  until  Monday  next" 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Be}NPesentativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Kepresent- 
atives  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  '  An  aet  provicUng  the  meana^  of 
intercourse  between  the  I^ited  States  and  foreign 
nations ;'"  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  for  determining 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  hy  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;" 
and  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
interoonrse  with  the  Indian  tnhes }"  to  which  seve* 
ral  bills  they  desire  the  ooocurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Hie  three  hills  last  mentioned  were  severally 
read  the  first  time^  and  ordered  that  they  severally 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  ^1  respecting  f^tives  from  justice  and 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters 
was  read  the  third  time;  and*  being  further 
amended,  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  **  five  hundred 
dollars,"  for  the  norpose  of  inserting  a  less  sum, 
in  section  ithy  the  penalty  on  «any  person  who 
shall  knowingly  and  willingly  ohstmct  or  hinder 
sudi  daiman^  his  agent,  or  attomev,  in  so  seiadnst 
or  arresting  such  fbgitive  from  labor,  or  ahafl 
rescue  such  ftiffitive  from  suCh  claimant,  his  agent^ 
or  attorney,  when  so  arrested,  pursuant  to  the  au«- 
thority  herein  given  or  declared,  or  shall  harbor 
or  conceal  such  person,  after  notice  that  he  or  she 
was  a  fugitive  from  labor  as  aforesaid  s"  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Reeoited,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  *'  An  act  re- 
specting frigitives  from  justice  and  persons  escap- 
ing from  the  service  of  tneir  masters." 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate 
the  claims  to  invodid  pensions,**  reported  the  bill, 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  he  post- 
poned. 
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Monday,  January  21. 

The  Vice  Pbesidemt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  aooompanying 
his  report  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  Garai^er; 
which  were  read ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  Garanger,  for  military  sendees  during  the 
late  war,"  tc^tiber  with  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
tary thereon,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Shekman, 
Hawkins,  and  Brown,  to  consider  generally,  and 
report. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  oon- 
ourrenoe,  entitled ''An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
'An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,' "  be 
postponed. 

The  bill  sent  ftam  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  determining 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  bv  the  State  of  North  Carolina,** 
was  read  the  second,  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
RuTHBRFtTRD,  Hawkins,  and  Strong,  to  consider 
generally,  and  report  thereon. 

The  biU  sent  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  tiie  Indian  tribes,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  Tluit  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Burr,  Monroe,  Bradley,  and 
Strong,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  motion  made  on  the  18th  instant,  for  an 
ovder  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was,  by 
consent  of  the  Senate,  withdrawn. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

Ordered,  Ibat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  eeneral  account,  ezhibiting  the  amount 
of  all  Uie  public  funds  and  moneys  (loaus  mcludcd)  up 
to  the  end  of  last  year,  and  what  remains  of  each  ap- 
propriatioo,  either  in  cash,  bonds,  certificates,  or  other 
securities,  and  stating  where  the  balances  are  deposited. 
That  he  also  lay  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  powers 
under  which  he  neffotiated  the  loans  made  unoer  the 
laws  of  the  ith  and  12th  of  August,  1790,  and  the  ori- 
l^inal  communications  from  the  Public  Commissioners 
m  Holland,  stating  the  difficulties  of  making  separate 
loans  under  the  said  acti^  as  mentioned  in  bis  Letter  of 
Januarv,  1798.  That  be  particularly  state  the  amount 
which  nas  been  drawn  into  the  Umted  States,  of  the 
moneys  borrowed  in  Europe,  under  the  acts  of  the  4th 
and  12th  of  August,  1790,  toe  purposes  for  which  drawn, 
how  any  part  Utereof  bath  been  applied,  with  the  bal- 
ance now  on  hand,  and  where  deposited." 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table. 
A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  it  be 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund  lay 
before  the  Senate  an  account  of  the  funds  under  their 
direction,  stating  specially  the  reasons  of  their  proceed- 
ings^ the  surplusses  now  on  hand,  and  where  deposited.** 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table. 
^  The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 


ooncurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appnipir 
tions  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  Tctr 
1793 ;"  and,  after  progress,  the  further  cooBden- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Monroe  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  shosld, 
to-morrow,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  "  A  Ull  to 
explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  <  An  act  to  en- 
able the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  Continental  establishment,  to  obtain  titki  to 
certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio» 
between  the  Little  Miamis  and  Sdota." 


Tuesday,  January  22« 

^  The  petitions  of  Theodosius  Chartier,  Jean  B^ 
tiste  Laporte,  and  others,  for  compensatioa  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war,  were  fere- 
rally  r^kd. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Secretuy 
of  War,  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  tbe 
bill  sent  fh)m  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for 
concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  approprii- 
tions  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  jot 
1793;"  and,  after  progress,  the  oonsideFStioB 
thereof  was  fhrther  post^ned. 

Wednesday,  January  23. 

James  Gunn,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  it* 
tended,  and  took  his  seat 

^  The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readinj^  of  the 
bin  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for 
concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  yetf 
1793." 

It  was  agreed  that  the  consideration  of  thuHIl 
be  further  postponed,  for  the  nurpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  tne  motion  maae  on  the  2l8t  iostut, 
for  an  order  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorj. 

•It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  motion,  and  to  subjoin  these  words ;  "  as  far  tf 
the  same  can  at  present  be  done."  And  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  motion  bein^  also,  \tj 
consent  of  the  Sienate,  withdrawn,  to  wit : 

*'  That  he  also  lay  before  the  Senate  a  eopj  of  the 

Sowers  under  which  he  negotiated  the  loans  made  o- 
er  the  laws  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  Ai^st,  1790,  nd 
the  original  communications  from  tbe  Public  Commit* 
sioners  in  Holland,  stating  tbe  diflicoltiea  of  mikiaf 
separate  loans  under  the  said  acts^  as  mentioned  is  his 
letter  of  January,  1798 :" — it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoy 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  general  account,  exhibit- 
ing the  amount  of  all  the  public  funds  and  moneji 
(loans  included)  up  to  the  end  of  the  last  ^i 
and  what  remains  of  each  appropriation,  athff 
in  cash,  bonds,  certificates,  or  other  securities,  snd 
stating  where  the  balances  are  deposited,  as  far  as 
the  same  can  at  present  be  done.  That  he  parti- 
cularly state  the  amount  which  has  been  £tini 
into  the  United  States,  of  the  moneys  borroired 
in  Europe,  under  the  acta  of  the  4th  and  12th  of 
August,  1790,  the  purposes  for  which  drawn,  how 
any  part  thereof  hath  been  applied,  with  the  bal- 
ance now  on  hand,  and  where  deposited. 

Hie  consideration  of  the  motion  made  on  the 
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2l8t  instant,  for  an  order  to  the  OonmiBsioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fand,  was  resumed ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to  strike  out  of  the  order  these  words :  ^  speciallj 
ihe  reasons  of  their  proceedings." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  subjoin 
the  following  words  to  the  order:  ** together  with 
the  jonmal  of  their  proceedings  in  the  execution 
of  their  trust:"  which  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  order  as  amended, 
it  passed  in  the  negatire. 

Betolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  copies  of  the 
powers  giren  by  him  for  the  negotiation  of  the 
loans  authorized  by  the  Uws  of  the  4th  and  12th 
of  August,  1790,  ifcnd  of  the  communications  from 
the  Public  Commissioners  in  HolUnd. 


Thubsdat,  January  24. 

The  petition  of  LachUn  Mcintosh,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  (Geor- 
gia line  of  the  Continental  Army,  for  further 
compensation  for  military  senrice  during  the  late 
war,  was  presented  and  read 
Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 
The  VicK  PaasroBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating 
"  that  an  order,  which  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes  yesterday,  renders  it  necessary  that  he 
should  have  recourse  to  the  Treasurer's  Bank 
books,  and  the  accounts  of  the  several  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite,  that  were  lately  transmitted 
to  the  Senate." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  re- 
turn the  papers  above  mentioned  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
*^  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1798,'*  was  resumed; 
and,  after  debate,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*An  act  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  ■  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  providing  the  means  of  inter- 
course between  the  Unit^  States  and  foreign 
nations,'"  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  afUr 
debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  flirther  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  nezL 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions;" 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned. 


Fbioat,  January  26. 

The  Vice  PBBsmKHT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
with  his  account  of  expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  to  the  81st  of  December,  1792, 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  Francis  De  Bretigney,  for  com- 


pensation for  military  service  during  the  late  waTi 
was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  War,  to  examine  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  MoNBOK  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
agreeably  to  his  notification  of  the  21st  instant 


MonDAT,  January  28. 
The  foUowmg  Messages  were  received  ttom  the 

PRKSIDEKT  OF  THB  UmITED  StATXS  : 

OetUUmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Souet  of  HepreeenioHvee : 

Since  my  last  oommunication  to  you,  on  the  rabfeet 
of  the  revenue  on  distilled  apirita,  it  has  been  found^ne- 
ceasary,  on  experience,  to  revise  and  amend  the  arrange- 
ments relative  thereto,  in  regard  to  certain  surveys,  and 
the  officers  thereof;  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina ; 
which  I  have  done  accordingly,  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing: 

Ist  The  several  counties  of  the  said  district  originally 
and  heretofore  contained  within  the  first,  second,  and 
third  surveys,  have  been  allotted  into,  and  are  now  con- 
tained in,  two  surveys ;  one  of  which  (to  be  hereafter 
denominated  the  first)  comprehends  the  town  of  Wil- 
mington, and  the  counties  of  Onslow,  New  Hanover, 
Brunswick,  Robertson,  Sainpeon,  Craven,  Jones,  Lenox, 
Olascow,  Johnston,  and  Wayne;  and  the  other  of 
which  f  to  be  hereafter  denominated  the  second)  com- 
prehenas  the  counties  of  Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquo- 
tank, Perquimans,  Chowan,  Gates,  Hartford,  Tyrrel, 
Bertie,  Carteret,  Hyde,  Beaufort,  and  Pitt. 

2dly.  The  several  counties  of  the  said  district  origi- 
nally and  heretofore  contained  within  the  fifth  survey 
of  the  district  aforesaid,  has  been  allotted  into  and  is 
contained  in  two  surveys,  one  of  which  (to  be  hereafter 
denominated  the  third)  comprehends  the  counties  of 
Mecklenburg,  Rowan,  Iredelt  Montgomery,  Guilford, 
Rockingham,  Stokes,  and  Surrey;  and  the  other  of 
which  (to  be  hereafter  denominated  the  fifth)  oonopre- 
hends  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Rutherford,  Burke,  Bun- 
combe, and  Wilkes. 

8dly.  The  duties  of  inspector  of  the  revenue,  in  and 
for  the  third  surveyt  as  constituted  above,  is  to  be  per- 
formed, for  the  present,  by  the  sapervisor. 

4thly.  The  compensations  of  the  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  the  first  survey,  as  above  constituted,  are  to  be 
a  salary  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum, 
and  commissions  and  other  emoluments  similar  to  those 
heretofore  allowed  to  the  inspector  of  the  late  first  sur- 
vey, as  it  was  originally  constituted. 

5thly.  The  compensations  of  the  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  the  second  survey,  as  above  constituted,  are  to 
be  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dollam  per  annum,  and  com- 
missions and  other  emoluments  heretofore  allowed  to 
the  inspector  of  the  late  third  survey,  as  it  was  origin- 
ally constituted. 

ithly.  The  compensations  of  the  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  the  fifth  survey,  as  above  constituted,  are  to  be 
a  salary  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  annum, 
and  the  commissions  and  other  emoluments  similar  to 
those  heretofore  allowed  to  the  inspector  of  the  late  fifth 
survey,  as  it  was  originally  constituted 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UicrrED  Stars,  January  28, 1798. 

Ordered^  That  this  Message  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 
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OemiUmen,  cf  tksSinaU,  and 

of  the  Houae  of  ReprumimHve9 : 

I  lay  before  you  an  official  statement  of  tbe  expendi- 
ture to  the  year  1792,  from  the  eom  of  ten  thcAuaad 
dollars  granted  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of 
Oovernment,  by  an  act  passed  en  the  26th  of  March, 

1790. 

Also,  an  abstract  of  a  supplementary  arrangement 
made  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  in  renrd  to 
certain  survey s»  to  fiMtlilKte  the  eocMution  of  tne  lav 
laying  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits. 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

UmraD  STATn,  January  26, 1798. 

Ordered^  .That  thia  Message  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  seoood  reading  of  the  bill,  sent  fWmi  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
'*  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sapport  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three,**  was  further  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  Invalid  Pensions;"  and,  having  adopted  them,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  amei^ed  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  au- 
thorise a  loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such 
States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them  upon 
a  final  setUement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States  ;*'  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  second  reading. 


TnsDAT,  January  29. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *' An  act  to  authorize  a 
loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  sach  States  as 
sludl  have  balances  due  to  them,  upon  a  final  set- 
tlement of  accounts  with  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next 

Mr.  Cabot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  for  en- 
rolling and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same,"  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  fix>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Seiohed,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Mr.  RuTHBRFURD  reported,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  18th  of  December  last,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Weights  and  Measures. 


WcDmaDAT,  Janoaiy  ^. 

The  VfCR  PmsmBHT  laid  before  the  Senstea 
Letter  firom  Monsieur  Le  Brunn,  respecting  certu 
arrearages  said  to  be  doe  for  military  aerviocs  to !» 
late  brother ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  this  Letter  be  sent  to  the  Hook 
of  Representatives. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill,  lent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  coneur- 
rence,  entitled  **  An  act  for  enrolling  and  lioenaog 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  ootsdo;; 
trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  sudc,* 
was  taken  into  consideration  and  adopted;  ud, 
after  progress  in  the  second  reading  of  the  biU, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  tfacmf 
be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representitms 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  Rgir 
lating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  vidi 
amendments,  in  which  they  desire  Uie  ooncorreBtt 
of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  proposed  to  the  last  meotioo«i 
bill  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


THT7K8DAT,  Jsnuaxy  81. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  ship  owners  aod 
masters,  insurers  and  traders,  of  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  was  retd, 
stating  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light-boose, 
and  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  the  entraoce  of 
the  river  leading  to  the  said  town. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bi!!, 
sent  (torn  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act  regulitiii; 
Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 

Beeolved,  That  they  concur  therein,  with  in 
amendment  to  their  last  amendment,  to  wit :  strikt 
out  the  words  '  be  made,*  and  insert  *  commeoce,' 
so  that  the  clause  be  read  as  follows : 

**  And  be  itfuHher  enacted.  That  the  aaeay,  profwied 
to  be  made  by  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  estabuthii^  * 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  ooios  of  the  United  Sutk* 
shall  commence,  in  the  manner  as  by  the  said  set  s 
prescribed,  on  the  second  Monday  of  Febroarj,  sopa- 
ally :  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notvitb- 
Btanding." 

Mr.  Bradley  notified  the  Senate. that  he  shodd 
to-morrow  request  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  '^^ 
altering  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  Gircait 
Court  in  the  district  of  Vermont" 

Mr.  Monroe,  agreeably  to  leave  obtained  the 
25th  instant,  brought  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
an  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  aod 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Continental  e^- 
blishment,  to  obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  Uttle 
Miamis  and  Sciota,"  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  thi 
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oooarion  for  it  increuM,  sinee  the  Senate  make  tbeir 
owD  journals : 

Resolvedt  That  the  conducting  of  the  LeeislatiTe  and 
Judicial  powers  of  the  Senate  in  pnlilic,  and  suffering  an 
account  of  their  measures  and  deliberations  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  is  the  best  means  of  diffusing 


!ouse  of  Repratentatires  for  ooncurrenoe,  enti- 
ed  '*An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited 
me,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  pro- 
iding  the  means  of  intereoarse  between  the  United 
tates  and  foreign  nations ;'  *'  was  resumed. 
Ordered.  Tbat  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading,  r "-- —  :"•  "t 'yzrL:ZZLZi —  ♦irilT"^"'!        ^- 

holding  this  information,  responsibility  becomes  ana- 


ill  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresentattres  for 
oncorrenee,  entitled  **An  act  for  enrolling  and 
cendng  ships  or  ▼essels,  to  be  employed  in  the 
ossting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
ime;*^  and  having  farther  amended  the  bill, 

Ordendy  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading,  and 
bat  it  be  Uie  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  nazt 


Tridat,  February  1. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
)f  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An 
kct  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to 
unend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
ind  foreign  nations,'  '*  was  postponed. 

The  bUl  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  Continental  establishment,  to 
obtain  titles  to  certain  lands  lying  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  between  the  Little  Miamis  and  Sciota," 
was  read  Uie  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  committed  to  Messrs.  Bbad, 
Sbesm AH,  and  Monrob,  to  conuder  generally  and 
report  thereon. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Brad- 
U7  brought  in  a  bill,  "  for  dtering  Uie  time  and 
place  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district 
of  Vennont;*'  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Bopresent- 
atires  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  on 
their  last  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
v^Bgulating  Foreign  Coias^  and  for  other  purposes.'* 


MoiroAT,  February  4. 

RiCHAso  Potts,  from  the  State  of  Marylaqd, 
appointed  in  place  of  Chaslbs  Cabboll,  resigned, 
prodnoed  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  made  the  8d  of 
January,  1798,  *'That  the  doors  of  the  Senate 
Chamber  remain  open  whilst  the  Senate  shall  be 
sitting  in  their  Legislative  and  Judiciary  capacity." 

On  motion  for  the  previous  question,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  question  be  now  put  on  the  following 
preliminary  resolutions? 

Retolmd,  That  the  Senate  of  the  States  are,  indiTidu- 
'^y.  reapoDsible  for  their  conduct  to  their  conatituents, 
vho  are  entitled  to  auch  information  aa  will  enable  them 
to  form  a  just  estimate  thereof: 

Ruolvedf  That  the  joumala  are  too  yolumiooas  and 
expensive  to  circulate  generally ;  and,  if  it  were  other- 
vise,  that  the  information  they  contain,  as  to  the  prin- 
ciplea,  motitea,  and  designs,  of  individual  members,  is 
inadequate: 

R*9olwdf  That  this  information,  defeetiye  as  it  is,  be- 
^<">Ms  more  nugatory  and  delusive^  in  proportion  as  the 


▼ailing,  the  itifioenoe  of  their  constituents  over  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  a  great  measuro  annihilat- 
ed, and  the  best  security  which  experience  has  devised 
against  the  abuse  of  power  and  a  mal-administration 
abandoned : 

It  passed  in  the  negative;  yeas  7,  nays  21— as 
follows: 

Ykas. — ^Messra  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Ounn,  Moa- 
roe,  Potts,  and  Taylor. 

Nats.— Meesra  Baseett,  Bradlejr,  Brown,  Cabot,  Diok- 
inson,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston, 
laard.  King,  lAngdoo,  Morris,  Read,  Robinson,  Ruther- 
fuid,  Stanton,  Sherman,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

And  on  motion  to  agree  to  the  main  question, 
to  wit: 

Remihtd  thertfcTt^  That  it  be  a  standing  rule,  that 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  remain  open  whilst  the 
Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  a  Legislative  and  Judicative 
capacity,  except  on  such  occasions  as,  in  their  judgment, 
may  require  secrecy ;  and  that  this  rule  shall  commence 
ana  be  in  force  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

It  passed  in  the  negatiye;  yeas  10,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

Tkas.— Measrs.  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Gunn, 
Hawkins,  King,  Mouroe,  Potts,  and  Taylor. 

NAva — Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Cabot,  Dickinson, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Henir,  Johnston,  Izard,  Langdon, 
Morris,  Read,  Robinson,  Kutherfurd,  Sherman,  Stanton, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  last  resolution 
moved  for  on  this  subject,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Shbrman,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the  House 
of  Bepreseatatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  Ckranger,  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,'*  reported  a  state  of  fMts.  Whereupon, 
the  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
reported  on,  and,  having  agreed  to  an  amendment, 

Ordered,  That  this  biU  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pen- 
sions ;'*  and  that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts; 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  tbat  pur- 
pose;" in  which  they  desire  the  conourrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  in  the  certificates 
or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall  have  bahinces  due 
to  them  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with 
the  United  States,"  was  resumed. 
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On  motion  to  agree  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  to  wit : 

**B€it  enacted  ^  the  Senate  and  ffouee  of  JUnreeent- 
ativee  of  the  VnUed  Statee  of  America  in  Congreet 
auembUdf  That  after  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  indiyidual  States  shall  be  finally  settled,* 
and  the  balances  placed  on  the  books  of  the  Treasary, 
pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  more 
effectuidly  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  individual  States,*  a  loan,  to 
the  amount  of  the  balances  which,  upon  such  settle- 
ment, shall  be  found  due  to  particular  States,  including 
interest  thereon  to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  shall  be 
opened  at  the  loan  offices  within  such  States,  respect- 
ively, to  the  extent,  in  each  State,  of  the  balance  which 
shall  be  found  due  to  the  same,  to  commeooe  on  the 
let  day  of  January,  1794,  and  to  continue  open  for  the 
term  of  six  monthis,  and  no  longer :  Provided,  That  no 
such  loan  shall  be  opened  in  any  State  without  the 
assent  of  the  Legislature  thereof  r 

It  passed  in  the  negatiye— yeas  11,  nays  17,  as 
follows : 

YxAS.— Messrs.  Cabot,  Dickinson,  Ellsworth,  Foster, 
Isard,  King,  Morris,  Rutherfurd,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and 
Strong. 

NATBy^Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  But- 
ler, Edwards,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Johnston,  Ijuig- 
don,  Monroe,  Potts,  Bead,  Robinson,  Taylor,  and  Win- 
gate. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  subsequent  sections 
of  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the 
third  reading?  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  do  not  coDCur 
in  passing  this  bill. 

Tuesday,  February  5. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions." 

Eeeohed^  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, desire  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  that  Messrs.  Kimo, 
Ellsworth,  and  Strong,  be  managers  at  the 
conference,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  resolved,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  PRssmEiiT  and 
Vice  Prbsidrnt,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  who 
shall  be  elected  of  their  election ;  and  for  regulat- 
ing the  time,  place,  and  manner,  of  administering 
the  oath  of  office  to  the  PRBamBVT ;  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  commHtee  on  their  part 

This  resolution  of  the  House  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled *  An  act  to  proyide  the  means  of  intercourse 


between  the  United  States  and  foreign  natioos,'" 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Beeohed,  That  this  biU  pass. 

A  messace  from  the  Hoose  of  RepresentiiiTtt 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Be|»^ 
sentatives  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  eso^ing  from 
the  service  of  their  masters,''  with  an  amendmeDt; 
in  which  they  desune  the  concorrenoe  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Hoose  of  Representi- 
tives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  was  reid  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  secood 
reading. 

On  motion,  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  Tea- 
sels to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  for  regulating  the  same,"  was  foitber 
postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  to  the  bi 
sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"An  act  respecting  furitiyes  from  justSce,  tod 
persons  escaping  from  tiie  service  of  their  mas- 
ters," and  agre^  to  the  amendment,  to  wit:  To 
strike  out  the  word  "  deemed,"  in  section  first 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretaiy  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  therewith. 


Wbdnbsdat,  Febniary  6. 

The  Vice  Prbsidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate 
two  Letters  received  frx>m  the  Secretuy  of  the 
Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  23d  of 
Janoary,  1798,  with  sundry  papers  on  the  subject 
of  the  said  orders ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representttins 
informed  the  Senate  that  Uie  House  of  Bepn- 
sentatives  agree  to  the  proposed  conference  oo  the 
subject  of  disagreement  to  the  amendments  to  tbe 
bill,  ^titled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Id- 
valid  Pensions,"  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part ;  that  they  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorise  the  adjustmeBt 
of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Henderson  agunst  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  to  authoriie 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  a^ 
connt  of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  tbe 
Army  of  the  United  States;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reimburse  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh,  ftf 
expenses  incurred  in  coming  to  America,  to  join 
the  Army  of  the  United  States ;"  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ^' An  act  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  29th  of  August,  1788,  respecting  the 
inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincents;"  in  which  se>i 
veral  bills,  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tbo 
Senate. 

These  bills  were  severally  read  the  first  time,! 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nso]ih| 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  a  com*! 
mittee  be  appointed,  to  join  such  committee  as 
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maj  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and 
report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Prbsidbmt 
and  VicB  Prebidbnt,  and  of  notifying  the  persons 
who  shall  be  elected  of  their  election,  and  for  regu- 
lating the  time,  place,  and  manner,  of  administering 
the  oath  of  office  to  the  pREsinBzrr. 

Bmhed^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  resolu- 
tion, and  that  Messrs.  Kiko,  Izabd,  and  Strong,  be 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatires  for  concurrence,  entitle  "  An  act  relative  to 
dalms  against  the  United  States,  not  barred  by  any 
act  of  limitation,  and  which  hare  not  been  already 
adjusted,'*  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  adopted ;  and  the  bill  was  amended  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 


Thursday,  Febniary  7. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  repeal  part  of 
a  reaolution  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
Angust,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  respectine  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Sunt  Yin- 
cents,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  fiirther  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote  the 
progress  of  Usefol  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  here- 
tofore made  for  that  purpose,'*  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Few, 
Bradut,  and  Jobhston,  to  consider  generally,  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  coQcoirenoe,  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  shtps  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
9ime,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  being  further 
uaended,  , 

Resolcedj  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bradlet,  Gonn,  and  Few, 
it  a  committee  to  report  "  A  bill  supplementary  to 
he  act,  entitled '  An  act  to  provide  more  effectiiidly 
or  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on 
Soods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
EJnited  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ves- 
lels.'  •• 

The  petition  of  William  Scott,  late  a  Captain  in 
he  Massachusetts  line  of  the  Continental  Army, 
iras  presented  and  read,  praying  for  an  adjustment 
)f  his  claim  for  arrears  of  pension. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
baw  his  petition. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
or  concurrence,  entitled  '*An  act  to  reimburse 
lenry  Emanael  Lutterloh  for  expenses  incurred  in 
toming  to  America  to  join  the  Army  of  the  United 
states,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordeted^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 

iLLSWORTH,  GUNH,  ShEEKAN,  StRONO,  and  WiNOATB, 

0  consider  and  report  thereon. 
The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
2o  Cow.— 21 


for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorise  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  ao- 
couot  of  Thomas  Wishart,  kte  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorise 
the  actjustment  of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Henderson 
against  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  seeond 
time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  last 
mentioned  committee,  to  consider  generally  and 
report  thereon. 

On  motion, 

"  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  report  a  bill,  pre- 
ecribiDg  the  time  and  manner  of  chooaiiig  Senators  of 
the  United  States," 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  should  lie  until 
to>tnorrow  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ^  An  act  relative  to  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of 
limitation,  and  which  have  not  been  already  ad- 
justed," was  read  the  third  time  and  amended, 
by  inserting  after  the  wprd  "  interest,"  **  balances 
entered  in  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sunr." 

iU9ok€d^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 


FamAT,  February  8. 

The  bill,  sent.fh>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  repeal  part  of 
a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  respecting  the  inhabitanta  of  Post  Saint  Vin^ 
cents,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
RvTHvaruRn,  Brown,  and  Bradley,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  of 
"the  bill  for  altering  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district  of  Vermont" 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  providing  com- 
pensation to  the  President  and  Vice  President  op 
THE  United  States;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  second  readine. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  senate 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  made  yesterday, 
'*  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  bill  pre- 
scribing the  time  and  manner  of  choosing  Senators 
of  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  the  fiirther  consideration  of  this 
motion  be  postponed. 

The  petition  of  William  Moultrie,  in  behalf  of 
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himself  and  th«  offloera  and  Boldien  of  the  South 
Carolina  line,  uf  the  Uite  Continental  Army,  was 
presented  and  read,  praying  for  further  compensa- 
tion for  military  serrices  during  thtf  hite  war. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  He  <lPthe  table. 

Mr.  RuTHBRruRO  reported,  from  the  committee  to 
whoih  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act 
for  determining  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  to  the  United  SUtes  by  the  State  of 
North  Carolina;"  and  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
was  resumed. 

Be$olv^  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Ordered^  That  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  sent 
from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for  concurrence, 
entitled  *'  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Goyemment  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,"  be  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  relatiye  to  the  Measures  and  Weights 
of  the  United  States,  be  postponed  to  the  next 
sion  of  Congress. 


Saturday,  February  9. 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  relatiTe  to  claims  against 
the  United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limi- 
tation, and  which  haTe  not  been  already  ad- 
justed." 

The  se^d  readiKg  of  the  bill  sent  fixMn  the 
House  Of  Representatms  for  concurrence,  entitled 
'*  Aiytct  making  approViations  for  the  support  of 
GoT^ment  for  the  yeaAone  thousand  seTen  hun- 
.^tted  and  ninety-three,"  walSj^pimed;  and,  after 
debate,  the  consideration  thereoTwas  further  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorise  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garanger,  for 
militarjr  senrices  during  the  late  war,"  was  lead  the 
third  time. 

Eesohed,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  do  not  concur  in 
this  bttl 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act,  providing  com- 
pensation to  the  PRBsmBHT  and  Vice  PRRsmRNT  or 
THB  Unitbd  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  February  11. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  com- 
pensation to  the  pRBsmiNT  and  Yiob  Fbbsidbmt  of 
THE  Ukitbo  States,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Eeeohed,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Bradley,  fr«m  the  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  reported  "  A  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on 


goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  mto  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  Tea- 
sels,* "  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pia 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  7th  instant,  *'  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  report  a  bill  prescribing  the  tiine 
and  manner  of  choosing  Senators  of  the  United 
States." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it  pisMd 
in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ia- 
formed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represenh- 
tives  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  enrolling  and  UcensBg 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  cotstiof 
trade,  and  jSsheries,  and  for  r^ulating  the  suae; 
and  that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Thayer,"  in  which  thej  de 
sire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  flnt  tiiK, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

The  petition  of  Lewis  Garanger,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  brother,  Charles  Garanger,  prajiag 
that  the  principal  and  interest  on  their  certificttci 
may  be  paid  m  specie,  at  the  Treasury  of  tht 
United  States,  and  for  the  fhrther  allowance  of  tab- 
sistence,  was  read.  Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  Joint  committee  appointed 
the  6th  February,  instant^  reported,  that  the  tve 
Houses  shall  assemble  in  the  Senate  Chamber  ob 
Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock ;  that  one  pv* 
son  be  appointed  a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  declared; 
that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  PaBanwrr 
of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state  of  tin 
vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  the  two  Hoosei 
assembled  as  aforesaid ;  which  shall  be  deemed  i 
declaration  of  the  persons  elected  PstaiDBirr  and 
YicE  President,  and,  together,  with  a  list  of  the 
votes,  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  two  Homet 
And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  February  IS. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatifei 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Simeon  Thayer,**  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  coin- 
mittee  applointed  on  the  7th  of  Februaiy,  instant, 
on  the  bills  respecting  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh, 
and  others,  to  consider,  generally,  an4  Ttyxi 
thereon. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act^  entitled  **  An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  coUectioo  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was  read  tbt 
second  time,  and,  being  amended,  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

A  message  fh>m  the  House  of  Representatire^ 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Bepi;^ 
sentatives  agree  to  the  report  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee appoint^  the  6th  of  February,  instant,  respectr 
ing  the  manner  of  counting  the  votes  for  Fri* 
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BiDBirr   and  Yicb   Pftumnrr   or  vam  Umru) 
Statcb. 

Ordertd^  That  Mr.  Kme  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  a  teller  of  the  TOtea  for  Pasai- 
DKjfT  and  Vicn  Pruiduit  or  nu  UmTBo  Statkb, 
oonfonnabhr  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  oommittee, 
agreed  to  the  lltfa  instant 

Mr.  RuTRBRTUBD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  lepeal  a 
part  of  a  resolution  of  Gong;re8B,  of  the  twenty-ninth 
of  August,  1788,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post 
Saint  Vincents,*'  reported,  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment Orirn^  lliat  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading. 

Wbdiobsdat,  February  18. 
The  bfll  sent  from  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  repeal  part  of 
a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
August,  1788,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Poet 
Saint  YincentSi"  was  read  the  third  tune,  and 
passed. 

The  bin  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  proride  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  eoods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  yessels^'*  was  read  Uie 
third  time,  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed. 

Francis  Mentges  had  leave  to  withdraw  certain 
papers  referred  to  in  his  memorial 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
(^  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 
meet  them  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  attend  the 
opening  and  counting  the  vote  for  PRssinurr  and 
VicK  PBBsmBNT  or  THS  UiirrBn  States,  as  the 
Constitution  provides. 

The  two  nouses  having  accordingly  assembled, 
the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  the  fifteen  States 
in  the  Union,  which  came  by  express,  were,  by 
the  Vice  PaBsmBNT,  opened,  read,  and  delivered 
to  the  teDers  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who, 
having  examined  and  ascertained  the  votes,  pre^ 
sented  a  list  of  them  to  the  Vice  PRBsioBirT; 
which  list  was  read  to  the  two  Houses,  and  is  as 
follows: 


FOR  OEORGB  WASHINGTOIT. 


New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Rhode  Island 
Connecticut 
Vermont    - 
New  York  - 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware   - 
lUryland   - 
Vii^nia     - 
Kentucky  • 
North  Carolina 
Sooth  Carolina 
Geoigia     • 


6 

16 
4 
9 
8 

12 
7 

15 
8 
8 

21 
4 

12 
8 
4 

182 


FOR  JOHN  ADAlia 

New  Hampshire     - 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont    •  -  . 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware  -  .  . 

Haiyland  •  •  • 

South  Carolina 


8 
16 
4 
9 
8 
7 
14 
8 
8 
7 


77 
FOR  OEORQB  OLIMTON. 

NewTork-           -           -           .  -      18 

Pennsylvania         -           -           •  -       1 

Viipnia     -           -           -           -  -      21 

North  Carolina      -           -           .  -12 

Georgia      -           -           -           -  .       4 


FOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
Kentucky  -  .  .  . 

FOR  AARON  BUR& 
South  Carolina      «^  .  . 


50 

4 

1 


Whereupon,  the  Vice  PaEsmEMT  declared 
Geoeob  Washikotoh  unanimously  elected  Pbb- 
BiDENT  OF  THE  Uniteo  States,  for  the  period  of 
four  vears,  to  commence  with  the  fourth  day  of 
Maroh  next;  and  John  Adams  elected  by  a  plu*' 
rality  of  votes.  Vice  PaEsmENT  or  the  UirrrEn 
States,  for  the  same  period,  to  oommence  witib  the 
4th  day  of  March  next 

After  which  the  Vice  Pbesidbiit  delivered  the 
duplicate  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  the  several 
SUtes,  received  by  post,  together  with  those  which 
came  by  express,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  Houses  then  separated,  and  the  Senate 
acyoomed. 

Thubsdat,  February  14. 

The  petition  of  Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims  was 
presented  and  read,  praying  to  be  discharged  from 
a  bond  given  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  of  im- 
post on  certain  goods  wrecked  in  their  passage 
from  the  port  of  New  York  to  that  of  PhiladelphuL 

On  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
this  petition  into  consideration,  it  passed  in  the 
negative.  Ordered^  That  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  bill  supplementanr  to  the  act,  entitled  *' An 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merohandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and,  beine  amended, 

Buoltedf  That  Uiis  oill  pass ;  that  it  be  engrossed ; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  '*  An  act  supplement- 
arv  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  more 
etifectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merohandise,  import- 
ed into  the  (Jnited  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  or  vessela' " 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atires  have  passed  a  hiilt  entitled  **  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Elijah  Bostwtck,"  in  which  thej  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  appointed  the  6th 
instant  to  join  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  to  report  a  mode  of 
notifying  the  person  who  should  he  elected  Pbbsi- 
DBiiT  or  THE  Uniteit  States  of  his  election,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resoWe : 

Betolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
join  such  committee  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  Prksi- 
PBMT  and  notify  him  of  his  unanimous  re-elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  Pbebidxht  or  the  Ukitbd 
States. 

And  the  report  was  adopted.  Ordered^  That 
Messrs.  Kino,  Izard,  and  Stbono,  be  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Few,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiYes  for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  Usefhl  Arts,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,*'  report- 
ed the  bill,  with  amendments,  which  were  adopted, 
and  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly ;  and  order* 
ed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
sundry  statements  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the 
Senate  of  the  28d  of  January  last ;  which  were 
read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  adopted  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee,  appointed  the  6th  instant,  to  ascertain 
and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for 
PRBsmENT  and  Vice  Pbbsident  or  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  joint  committee  on  their  part  to  wait 
on  the  PREsroENT  and  notify  him  of  his  unani- 
mous re-election  to  the  office  of  Preswent  or 
THE  United  States. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  Uie  relief  of 
Elijah  Bostwick,**  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


Fridat,  February  16. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurt'ence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prombte  the 
progress  of  the  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,'*  was  read  the 
third  time. 

JReiohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Elijah  Bostwick,'*  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  the  7th  instant,  on  the  bills  re- 
specting Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh  and  others,  to 
consider  genenilly,  and  report  thereon. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresrataiiTa 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties  on  pickled 
fish  ;'*  in  which  they  desire  the  ooncorrence  of  tht 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  tiie 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant,  sundry  bills  Bcoi 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concor* 
rence,  reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  to- 
thorize  the  Comptroller  of  the  TreasuTy  to  settle 
the  account  of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieat^ 
nant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,^*  with 
amendments. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  resomcd; 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  the  report  thereon,  were  postponed. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  reported,  from  the  same  com* 
mittee,  on  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  reimbone 
Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh  for  expenses  incurred  in 
coming  to  America,  to  join  the  Army  of  the  United 
States/' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  naffing  of  thii 
bill. 

Betohed,  That  it  do  not  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  tiie  Hoose 
of  Representatives  therewith. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  reported,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, on  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  fbr  the  relief 
of  Simeon  Thayer ;"  and  the  Senate  resumed  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill ;  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  also  reported,  from  the  svne 
committee,  on  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  aothor- 
ize  the  adjustment  of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson against  the  United  States,**  that  the  bill 
pass  without  amendment;  and  the  report  wis 
adopted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readmg  of  this 
bill. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  reported, 

"  That,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  14th 
instant,  the  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  have  this  day  waited  on 
the  President,  and  notified  him  of  his  unanimoos 
re-election  to  the  office  of  Pbesidbitt  or  the  Um- 
TED  States." 


Monday,  February  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  Useful  Arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto- 
fore made  for  that  purpose." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  adjustment  of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson against  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represents 
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tives  for  eoneurrenee,  entitled  **  An  act  to  raflind  to 
Jacob  Bell  eertain  duties  on  pickled  fish,**  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  Tfast  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
FosTSB,  MoHKOB,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  generally, 
and  report  thereon. 

The  petition  of  Arthur  St  Clair  was  presented 
and  read,  stating  that,  in  the  performance  of  sun- 
dry serviees  prescribed  to  him  by  Congress,  he 
msde  disbursements  and  contracted  debts  which 
considerablv  exceeded  the  sums  placed  in  his 
hands ;  and  praying  that  the  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury may  be  empowered  equitably  to  adjust  his  ac- 
counts. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  tne  Directors  of  the  Library 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Loganian  Library,  was  presented  and  read,  pray- 
ing that  a  law  be  passed  exempting  from  any  duty 
or  impost  books  imported  for  those  and  all  other 
nmilar  institutions. 

Orderedj  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  the  French  inhabitants  of 
Galllopolis  was  presented  and  read,  praying  the 
interposition  of  Government  in  confirming  their 
titles  to  certain  lands  purchased  by  William  Duer, 
agent  for  the  Sciota  Company ;  ana  an  indemnifica- 
tion for  certain  losses  and  damages,  referred  to  in 
their  petition. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  Uble. 

Mr.  KiHG  reported,  from  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  the  amendments  depending  between  the  tvfo 
Houses,  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  the 
elaims  to  Invalid  Pensions  :^ 

"Tliat,  on  oooferring  with  the  managers  oo  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Ilepreseutatives,  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House, 
to  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  last  ameod- 
BMot  proposed  by  the  Senate,  but»  that  the  managers 
from  the  two  Houses  did  not  asree  to  any  report  re- 
specting the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Miate  to  the 
4th  secUon  of  the  bill. 

**  Whereupon,  the  managers  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
recommended  that  the  Senate  do  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  4th  section,  so  far  as  respects  the 
words  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  expunged ;  and  that  they  do  insist  on  toeir 
amendfloeot,  so  far  as  respects  tlie  striking  out  of  the 
words  proposed  to  be  struck  out  in  the  said  4th  section. 

*ADd  tnat  die  Senate  do  also  insist  on  their  last 


And  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PXBSIDEVT  OF  THE   UhTTED  StATES  : 

Otntiemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hoeee  of  RepmenioHvee : 

I  now  lay  before  you  a  report  and  plan  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  on  the  Potomac,  as  given  in 
hj  ihe  Commissioners  of  that  Territory,  together  with 
a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  aceompa- 
Bied  them.    Tliese  papers  being  original,  are  to  be 


again  deposited  with  the  records  of  the  Department  of 
fitaie,  after  haviag  answered  the  purpose  of  your  infor- 
mation. O.  WASHINGTON. 
Vmoed  ScAm,  February  18, 1798. 

Ordered,  That  this  Message  lie  on  the  Uble. 


The  ViCB  Pbbsidsht  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
date,  with  copies  of  sundry  communications  lately 
made  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  containing 
further  information  on  subjects  which  appear  to 
have  been  objects  of  inquiry  before  the  senate; 
which  Letter  and  papers  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  tney  lie  for  consideration. 

The  petition  of  William  Hardy  was  presented 
and  read,  praying  coropensstion  for  services  per- 
formed at  New  York  as  an  Inspector,  under  the  exist- 
ing revenue  laws. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  Uble. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  to 
wit: 

Rettolved,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be  in^ 
stnicted  to  revise  the  account  of  tlie  pension  granted 
by  Congress  for  the  education  and  board  of  Ho^  Mer- 
cer, son  of  the  late  Qeneral  Mercer,  from  ito  date  to  the 
present  period,  and  correct  any  error  that  may  have 
taken  place  therein,  ipejvog  all  arrearages,  if  any  now 
due ;  and  tliat  he  likewise  pay  hereafter  without  account, 
annually,  and  until  his  education  shall  be  completed, 
for  that  purpose,  to  the  ffuardian  of  the  said  Hugh,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars. 

It  was  sgreed  to  postpone  the  coDsideration  o^ 
this  motion  until  to-morrow. 

The  memorial  of  a  number  of  the  inhabiUnts 
of  the  SUtes  of  Conneeticnt  and  Rhode  Island  was 
presented  and  read,  praying  that  a  light-house 
msy  be  erected,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
Sutes,  on  Wstch  HUl,  in  the  SUte  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 

S»rt  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
ouse  of  RepresenUtives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  settle  the  account  of  Thomas  Wishart,  late 
a  Ueutenant  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes," 
which  being  adopted,  the  bill  was  amended  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  February  19. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  to  autho^ 
ize  the  Coinptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the 
account  of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  Statea,"  was  resd  the  third 
time. 

Reeolted,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  respecting  tlie  education  of 
the  son  of  the  late  General  Mercer. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  be  referred  to  Messrsu 
MoxaoE,  Ellsworth,  and  Butler,  to  conskler  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
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regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  lo^an  tribes," 
reported  amendments. 

Ordered^  That  the  amendments  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
formed the  Senate,  that  they  had  sent  to  the  Senate 
a  plan  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Potomac,  as  ffiven  in  by  the  Commissioners  of  that 
Territory,  and  which  was  referred  to  in  the  Message 

of  the  PRESIDElfT  OF    THE    UhTTED  STATES  of  the 

18th  insUnt 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, entitled  ^  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1793 ;"  and 
it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  third  section. 

And,  on  the  quesUon  to  agree  to  the  third  section, 
amended  to  read  as  follows : 

'*8sa8.  AndU  it  fmiker  mui^Ud,  That  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  be  authoriied  to  borrow,  on 
aoooant  of  the  said  States  any  sum  or  sums,  not  ex- 
oeeding  ih  the  whole  eight  bundhred  thousand  dollan,  at 
a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  applied  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  be 
repaid  out  of  the  said  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  to  the  end  or  the  present  year,  1798 ;  Mid 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Bank  Kft  the  United  States 
to  lend  the  said  sum.  And  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  cause  so  much  ctf  the  loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  11th  sec^ 
tion  of  the  act  by  which  it  is  ineorporated,  to  be  paid 
off  in  supu  not  less  than  ^hj  thousand  dollars,  as  in 
his  opinion  the  stale  of  the  Treasury  may,  from  time  to 
time,  admit,  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be  in  the 
Treasury,  having  due  regard  to  the  exigencies  of  (Go- 
vernment, and  the  appropriations  made  and  to  be  made 
by  lawf 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative-^yeas  19,  nays  9,  as 
follows : 

TxAS.-*Messrs.  Bassett,  Bradley,  Burr,  Cabot,  Dick- 
inson, Ellsworth,  Foster,  Ounn,  tfohnston,  Izard,  King, 
Langdon,  Morris,  Read,  Rutheifurd,  Sherman,  Stanton, 
Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Nat&  —  Messrs.  Brown,  Butler,  Edwards,  Few, 
Hawkins,  Hsory,  Monroe,  Robtnsoo,  and  Taylor. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Wednesday,  February  20. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  *<  An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1793,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Reaolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Senate  adopt  the 
following  resolution,  to  wit : 

"^•*  Re9olved  Ay  the  Senate  and  ffbuee  of  Jimre$ent- 
eitivee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Conareee 
aeeembud,  tw>4hird»  of  both  Eoutee  concurring.  That 
the  followifig  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of 
the  said  Constitution,  vis. : 

'*The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not. 
extend  to  any  smts  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or 


prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States  by  dtbeoi 
of  another  State,  or  by  dtisens  or  subjects  of  sdj  it- 
reign  State." 

Ordered^  That  the  amendments  reported  bv  the 
committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  set  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatifes  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Representstirsi 
agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  blO 
entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  aeeonnt  of  Thomas  Widuii» 
late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Aimy  of  the  Unitd 
SUtea." 


Thursdat,  February  SI. 

A  messaffe  from  the  Honse  of  Representitim 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  reconsidered  the  amendments  de- 
pending between  the  two  Houses  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  reflate  the  claims  to  InTsIid 
Pensions,"  together  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  aid 
amendments;  and  adhere  to  their  disagreemeot  to 
the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  tlM 
4th  section  of  the  said  bill ;  and  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate  to  the  6th  section  of  the  said  bill;  and  thit 
they  have  passed  the  bill  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  ^'An  set 
in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  establiflh 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  SUtes,'*  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  cooearreiiee 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuTHERFTTBD  reported,  from  the  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  **  a  bill  authorizing  the 
settlement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Waltoi 
White  against  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  lie  on  the  Uble. 


Fkidat,  February  93. 

The  bfll  "authorizmg  the  settlement  of  the  de- 
mands of  Anthony  Walton  White  against  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  firat  time,  and  ordered  to  pea 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameod- 
mento  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  to  the  hill 
entitled  *«  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courta  of  the  Uoitad 
States ;' "  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  conaidention  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolntiofl 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  adhering  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  amepdment  insisted  oo  by  the 
Sonata  to  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  entitled'' An 
act  to  reguUta  the  claima  to  Invalid  Pensions;"  sod, 
after  delate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  eonsideration  thereof 
be  poatponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conaider  the  amead- 
menta  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence   entitled  *'An  act  to 
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regulate  trade  and  intercourse  witU  the  Indian 
tribes,^  and  adopted  the  same  in  part. 

Order€d^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Satvsdat,  Febmarj  23. 

tfr.  Edwards  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should 
on  Hondaj  move  for  leare  to  bring  in  a  "  bill  to 
authorize  the  Pbksidkkt  of  ths  Unitkd  Statss 
to  establish  two  or  more  small  posts  in  the  wilder- 
ness, on  the  road  leading  from  Kentucky  and  the 
other  Western  settlements,  to  the  Eastern  settle- 
ments of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  and  facilitating  trade  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse between  the  dtizens  of  the  said  settle- 
ments.** 

Mr.  Knia,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTCS  for  concurrence,  entitled 
'*An  act  to  proYide  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  certain  persons  who  were  killed  by  IndianSi 
under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce  p  reported 
amendments,  which  were  adopted;  and  the  bill 
WIS  amended  aooordingly. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
rule  be  so  fiv  dispensed  with  as  that  this  bill  be 
BOW  read  the  third  time. 

Rttolved^  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
made  the  20th  instant  respecting  an  additional 
article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next 

A  message  fh>m  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  fix- 
ing the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
gress;** also,  a  bni  entitled  "An  act  for  repealing 
the  seTeral  impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so 
far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on 
useful  beasts  imported  for  breed,  and  for  remitting 
the  duties  which  hare  heretofore  accrued  on  such 
importations,  in  the  cases  where  they  have  only 
been  secured  to  be  paid  ;**  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

These  bills  were  sererally  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  "  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  de- 
mands of  Anthony  Walton  White  against  the 
United  States**  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  again  took  into  consideration  their 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
▼alid  Pensions.** 

On  the  question  to  recede  from  their  said  amend- 
ment, it  passed  in  Uie  afflrmatiye— -yeas  16,  nays 
14,  as  follows: 

TiAfl.— Mestra  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Dick- 
iasoQ,  Edwards,  Few,  Otmn,  Hawkins,  Izard,  Monroe, 
Morrii,  Potia,  Rotfaarfard,  and  Taylor. 

Kats.— MesirB.  Baasett,  Cabot,  £lliworth»  Foster, 


Henry,  Johnatoo,  King,  Lamjfdon,  Read,  Robinsoo,  Sher- 
man, Stanton,  Strong,  and  Wingate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  this 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  message  ftom  the  House  of  Representatives 
imfbrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concur  in  the  bill  sent  flrom  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of, 
an  aet|  entitled  '  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
lor  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 
the  individual  States.' ** 

Mr.  RoTBBRFVBD,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  bill  **for  altering 
the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court 
in  the  district  of  Vermont,"  reported  sundir  amend- 
mentSy  which  were  read,  and  adopted,  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bUl  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Represents* 
tivea  to  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence, entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  en- 
titled <  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of 
the  United  States,***  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and,  after  progress,  the  farther  consideratton 
thereof  was  postponed. 


Monday,  February  25. 

A  message  ftom  the  House  of  Repres^itativet 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bUl,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  wi- 
dows and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who  were  kill* 
ed  by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of  trCice.** 
They  disagree  to  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  2d  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Covem- 
ment  for  the  year  1798  ;**  and  agree  to  all  the  other 
amendments  to  the  said  bill 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  fifth 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

JSeeeked,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
said  amendment 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  concurrence,  entitled  ^' An  act  for  repeal* 
ing  the  several  impost  laws  of  the  United  States, 
so  far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty 
on  useful  beasts  imported  for  breed,  and  for  remit- 
ting the  duties  which  have  heretofore  accrued  on 
such  importations,  in  the  cases  where  they  have 
only  been  secured  to  be  paid,**  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  amended. 

-On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  eon- 
sent,  so  far  to  dispense  with  the  rule  as  that  this 
biU  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Beached,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill  for  altering  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont was  read  the  third  time;  and,  being  farther 
amended, 

'  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  bo  "  An  act  for  al- 
tering the  places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
the  districts  of  Vermont  and  North  Carolina,  and 
for  other  purposes.*' 
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ProeeedingM^ 


[FEBBITABr,  1T9S. 


Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  m  this 
bill. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTCs  for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  fixing  the 
time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,'* 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives fbr  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes;"  and,  having  amended  the  report,  it  was 
adopted,  and  the  bill  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 
Mr.  MoNBOB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  motion,  made  the  18th  instant,  re- 
specting Uie  education  of  the  son  of  the  late  Ge- 
neral Mercer,  reported  a  bill,  which  was  read  the 
first  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Edwabds,  agreeably  to  notification  on  the 
28d  instant,  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  '*  A  bill  to 
authorize  the  Pbbsident  of  thb  UmraD  States  to 
establish  two  or  more  small  posts  in  the  wilder- 
ness, on  the  road  leading  from  Kentucky  and  the 
other  Western  settlements,  to  the  Eastern  settle- 
ments of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
SUtes.* " 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  therein  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  MoNBOE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  enable  the  ofBcers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line,  on  the  Continental  establish- 
ment, to  obtain  tities  to  certain  lands  lying  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  LitUe  Miamis 
and  Sciota,"  reported,  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 
Ajid  the  report  was  agreed  ta 
On  motion,  to  refer  the  memorial  of  Lachlan 
Mcintosh,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Georgia  line  of  the  lato  Army, 
for  further  compensation  for  their  services  during 
the  lato  war,  to  a  committoe,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Lachlan  Mcintosh  hare  leave 
to  withdraw  his  mexnorial. 
On  motion. 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  call  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Arthur  Hewes,  referred  to  him  on  the  9th 
of  November  last;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Sllswobth  reported  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitied 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elyah  Bostwick." 


Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  until  to-morrow 
for  consideration. 

The  third  reading  of  <*the  bill  anthorinng  the 
settiement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  Wslton 
White  against  the  United  States,**  was  forthcr 
postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativeg 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  repealing  the  serenl 
impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  for  as  they 
may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  betsts 
imported  for  breed.** 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  20th  instant,  respecting  an  ad- 
ditional article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitatioa 
of  the  United  Stotes. 

On  motion,  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

And,  after  Rebate,  the  further  considention 
tftiereof  was  postponed. 


TuBSDAT,  February  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  tnde 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  wis  read 
the  third  time. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  '  proper,'  from 
the  following  clause  of  the  first  section : 

'*  Which  euperiotendent,  or  peraon  bo  autboriied, 
ehall,  on  application,  iasue  such  license,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years,  to  any  proper  person ;  who  ihiH 
enter  into  bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  approred  of 
by  the  superintendent  or  person  issuing  aucfa  hceaat,  or 
\^  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  peosl 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  :** 

It  passed  in  the  negative-— yeas  11,  nays  16,  ■> 
follows : 

YsAS.— Messrs.  Borr,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Few.  Oodd, 
Hawkins,  Johnston,  Monroe.  Morris,  Strong,  and  Tsylor. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bassett,  Brown,  Butier,  Diddosoo, 
Ellsworth,  Foster,  Henry,  Isard,  King,  Langdon,  Beid, 
Robinson,  Rutherfurd,  Sherman,  Stanton,  and  Win- 
gate. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  to  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing, for  the  7th  section  stricken  out: 

**And  he  it  further  enaded,  That  no  agent,  rapeno* 
tendent,  or  other  person  authorized  to  grant  a  iiceoie  (o 
trade  or  purchase  horses,  shall  have  any  interest  or  eon* 
cem  in  any  trade  with  the  Indians,  or  in  the  puitloie 
or  sale  of  any  horses  to  or  Arom  any  Indian,  sod  w» 
any  person  offonding  herein  shall  forfeit  one  tbouatfu 
dollars,  and  be  imprisoned,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Coprt 
before  which  the  conviction  shall  be  had,  not  exceeding 
twelve  months." 

Beeohed,  That'  this  bill  pass  vrith  the  amend- 
ments. 

'*  The  bill  to  authorize  the  Pbxsidkvt  or  tei  Um- 
TSD  Statbs  to  esteblish  two  or  more  small  posts  m 
the  wilderness,  on  the  road  leading  from  Ken- 
tucky," was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Uiis  bill  be  referred  to  Heffii 
EowABns,  Stbomo,  and  Kno,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon* 
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February,  1798.] 


ProeeedingM. 


[SEHAn. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concur  in  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'Ad  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  ^oods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnaffe  of  ships  or  vessels,'  ** 
\vith  amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  fixing  the  time  for 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,**  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Rescivedt  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
parposes,**  reported  amendments,  which  were  con- 
sidered ;  and,  after  debate, 

Orderedj  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 


Wedressat,  February  27. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  coUectioa  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  or  vessels,*  **  and  agreed  to  some  of  the 
said  amendments. 

It  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  second  amend- 
ment, and  that  this,  with  the  amendments  stfbee- 
qaent  thereto,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  KaG^  Moiu 
Ris,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ur.  Edwabds  reported,  f^om  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  **  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Psbsi- 
DBXT  OF  THB  Urited  Statbs  to  establish  two  or 
more  posts  in  the  wilderness,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Kentucky.** 

Retolvedi  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  bill  **  respecting  the  education  of  the  son  of 
the  late  (jeneral  Mercer,**  was  read  the  second 
time. 

It  was  agreed  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the  rule 
be  80  far  dispensed  with,  as  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  en^ssed ; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  **  An  act  providing  an 
annual  allowance  for  the  education  of  Hugh  Mer- 
cer." 

The  thbd  reading  of  **  the  bill  authorizing  the 
iettlement  of  the  demands  of  Anthony  ^Iton 
White  against  the  United  States,"  was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  the  fdrther  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

,  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
mformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
Bentetives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *"  An  aet  to 
aathorize  a  grant  of  land  to  the  French  inhabitanto 
of  GalUopolis  ;**  also,  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  mak- 


ing an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio;** 
in  which  several  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. ' 

The  bill  first  mentioned  was  read,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellsworth,  Bbowh,  and  Burb,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled  ''An  act  making  an  ap- 
propriation to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with 
the  Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,**  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  read- 
infl; 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiraltv  pro- 
ceedings in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;**  and  the  report 
being  adopted,  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  so  &r  to 
dispense  with  the. rule  as  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
salaries,  fees,  and  emoluments,  of  persons  holding 
civil  offices  under  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the 
order  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  ^of  May,  1792 ; 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Congress  f  they  agree  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
reffulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes;**  they  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  their  amendments,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  in 
addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States;***  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  from  the  P&esidekt  OF 
THE  United  States  was  received: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  ffouee  of  Hepresentativts : 

1  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  ao  exemplification  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  ceding  to  the 
United  States  the  jurisdiction  of  certain  lands  on  Hon- 
tank  Point,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  said  act ;  and 
a  copy  of  a  Letter  nx>m  the  Governor  of  New  York  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  accompanied  said  exem- 
plification. O.  WASHINGTON. 

Unitkd  STAm,  February  27,  lt9S. 

Ordered^  That  the  Message  and  papen  He  on  the 
Uble. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
with  his  specie  accounts,  passed  at  the  Treasury,  up 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1792. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papera  therein  re- 
ferred to  lie  on  file. 
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Proceedings, 


[Fkbbvabt,  1791. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  en* 
tied,  *  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  th^ 
United  States.'  ** 

Resoivedj  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
amendment 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  RepresentatiYCs  disagreeing  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
Congress." 

Resolved,  That  they  adhere  to  their  amendments 
to  the  said  bill. 

The  Vice  Pbesidekt  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  Knowles  and  others,  Paymasters  of  the  line 
of  the  late  Army. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  report  be  referred 
to  Messrs.  Cabot,  Ellswobth,  and  Monbos,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


Trubsdat,  February  28. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation to  defray  the  expense  of  a  Treaty  witn  the 
Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohloi**  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Vice  Pbesidert  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
37th  instant,  with  sundry  statements  of  exports, 
imports,  and  tonnage;  which  letter  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  statements  therein 
referred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representati?es 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in 
Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes.'* 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress ;"  ask  a  conference  on  the  sub- 
jects of  diugreement  between  the  two  Houses, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  theh*  part:  and 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  di- 
recting the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the 
credit  of  John  Banks  the  sum  of  nine  thousand 
aevea  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  ninety 
cents ;"  a  bill  entitled  "  An  Act  sui^lementary  to  the 
act  for  the  establishment  and  support. of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;"  also  a 
bill  entitied  "  An  act  providing  for  the  pa3rment  of 
the  first  instalment  due  on  a  loan  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  SUtes  ;**  in  which  several,  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence  were  severally  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  petition  of  John  McLane,  Attorney  to  Ag- 


nus McLane,  was  read,  stating  that  the  eompenss- 
tion  of  the  said  Agnus,  for  military  services  daring 
the  late  war,  was  drawn  on  a  forged  order  by  one 
Samuel  Abbot,  without  the  knowledge  or  eoDsent 
of  the  said  Aenus;  and  praying  reliei. 

Ordered,  lliat  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treasniy,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolation 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  insisting  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  and  asking;  a 
conference  on  the  said  amendments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed conference,  and  that  Messrs.  Guitk,  Tit- 
LOK,  and  Labgdok,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Bostwick." 

On  motion,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  this  subjeet  be 
read  in  Senate ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report,  and  thai 
the  bill  be  rejected ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  tiiis  bill  nass  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoUse  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for 
concurrence,  entitied  "An  set  for  altering  the 
places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  dutiiete 
of  Vermont  and  North  Carolina,  and  for  other  pur 
poses,**  with  ameodmenta,  in  whksh  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Th9  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  therein. 

Mr.  KiBo,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  eon- 
sider  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Represent* 
atives  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  ooncar- 
rence,  entitied  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  more  efiectnally  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  mto  the  U  nited 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  Teasel^*" 
reported  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  whieh 
was  adopted. 

The  Vies  pBEsmsMT  laid  before  the  Senate  t 
certificate,  purporting  that  the  Legislatare  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  have  this  diy 
chooen  Albsbt  GALUkTOc  a  Senator  of  the  Unit«l 
SUtes. 

Ordered,  That  this  certificate  lie  on  file. 

The  mem(Mial  of  Samuel  Brown  and  others^ 
fishermen,  waa  presented  and  read,  stating  that 
they  are  principally  employed  in  the  mackerel 
fishery,  and  praying  that  the  drawback  allowed  on 
the  exportation  of  cod  fish  may  be  extended  to 
pickled  fish  in  general 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Vkb  Psesidsht  laid  before  the  Senate  t 
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Letter  from  Mio  S^cretaiy  of  tke  Ttet^arj,  aC  thU 
date,  refcmiw  to  nindry  statomonts  oqUurating  the 
qpantitjr  of  the  Tarione  articles  of  exporU  to.  the 
H<mie  and  to  the  Colonial  domiDione  lof  all  the 
foreign  natuM^  with  whom  the  United  Statee 
have  commievflial  interconree ;  whioh  Letter  was 
refuL 

OrtUredt  Tluit  the  Letter  and  papepcs  to  which 
it  refers  lie  on  file. 


FBIBATf  March  1. 

The  ViCB  P&B8i0Eirr  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  FRESIBSKT  oro  iem- 
wrti  M  the  Constitution  proTides,  and  John 
Xakgdov  was  duly  elected. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pbb- 
6ID8NT  OF  THB  Unitbd  Stattes,  and  ]rj  before 
him  an  attested  copy  of  this  proceeding. 

Ordered,  That  tne  Secretai^  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  tibis  election  of  a  Pbesidbnt 
fro  tsntpen* 

A  measage  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
ati?ee  haTe  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ex- 
tending the  time  Ibr  receiTing  on  loan  that  part 
of  the  Domestie  Debt  of  the  United  States  which 
nay  lot  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
March,  one  fhoosand  seren  hundred  and  ninety- 
three;"  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is 
desired.  They  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitied 
^  An  act  Bupplfflnentary  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act 
to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the 
dadea  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandiae,  miported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  veesels ;'  **  and  that  they 
have  passed  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate  for  eon- 
cnrrenee,  entitled  **  An  act  providing  an  annual  al- 
lowanoe  for  tiie  education  m  Hugh  Mercer.** 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence,  entitled*' An  aet  for  extending 
the  time  for  receiving  on  loan  that  part  of  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States  whioh  mav 
not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March 
one  thousuid  sevMi  hundred  and  ninety-three," 
was  read  the  first  time ;  and,  by  unanimotih  con* 
aent,  it  was  read  the  second  and  third  times. 

Baolved,  That  the  Senate  oonour  in  this  bilL 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Renresentatives 
for  concurrence,  entitied  "An  act  oiieoting  the 
oflloera  of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the  creait  of 
John  Banks  the  sum  of  nine  thoosand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents," 
waa  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ellbwobth,  Butleb,  and  Cabot,  to  consider  and 
wport  thereon. 

The  PBEsniSKT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State^ 
enclosing  a  triplicate  eertifioate  of  the  votes  of  the 
Electors  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  Pbisident 
and  Vice  PassiDSMT  of  thb  United  Statbs,  ob- 
tained by  expreaa,  sent  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, as  the  law  provides. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  papers  lie  on  file. 


The  bm  sent  th>m  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  fononiijrence^  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  due  on  a  loan 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  waa 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  biU»  sent  from  the  House  ei  Rqnresoitatives 
for  ooneurrence,  entitied  *'  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  establishment  and  support  of 
light-houses,  beacone,  buoys^  and  public  piers," 
was  read  the  second  time  i  and,  by  unanimous  eon* 
sent,  was  read  the  third  time,  ana  PMsed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Ibr  ooneurrence,  entitied  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Elijah  Bostwick,"  was  read  the  third  time^  and 

]d^«  Cabqt,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  petition  of  tne  Paymasters  of  the  Massachu- 
setts line  of  the  late  Army,  reported  a  bill«  which 
was  read  the  first  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  read  the  second  and  tmrd  times. 

Beeolved,  That  thia  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  tide  thereof  be, "  An  act 
pnmdixig  for  the  compensfttion  of  Ebenezer  Sto- 
rer. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rtjthbbfubd  be  appointed 
a  manager  at  the  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  Wl  sent  fi^m  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  ccmcurrenoe,  enti- 
tied *'  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Congress,"  in  place  of  Mr.  Larodon, 
elected  President  oro  tempore. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives Ibr  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Simeon  Thayer,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  petition  of  John  Flsk  and  otiiers,  in  behalf 
of  the  Marine  Society  of  Salem,  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  that  a  light-house  may  be  constructed  at 
the  NorUi  end  of  Baker^s  bland,  near  Salem, 
vrithin  the  State  aforesaid;  and  that  due  provi- 
sion may  be  made,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  for  maintaining  and  supportiiup  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  IVeasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Pbesidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Steams,  praying  compensation  as 
a  physician  to  certain  invalid  ofGLcers  during  the 
late  war;  "which  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  ue  on 
the  table. 


Satubbat,  March  2. 

The  Pbbudbnt  notified  the  Senate  that  the 
Pbesidbnt  of  the  Umstbd  Statbs  proposes  to 
take  the  oath  of  ofllce  on  Monday  nex^  at  12 
o'olock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber, 

Ordered,  That  this  communication  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Se- 
nate the  6th  of  February  last,  to  consider  and  rch 
port  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
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informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  of  Bepre- 
■entatives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned," 
in  which  thej  desire  uie  concnrrenoe  of  the  Senate. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  hath  noti- 
fied the  House  of  BepresentatiTesy  that  he  this  daj 
approved  and  signed  *'  An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  wiui  the 
Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohia" 

The  hill  sent  from  the  Uoose  of  Repreeenta- 
tives  for  cononrrenoe,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Simeon  Thayer,"  was  read  the  third  time.  ^ 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  tlus 
bill  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

<  On  motion  to  concur  in  this  bill  as  amended,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17,  nays  7,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. — ^Metsm  Basaett,  Burr,  DiekinaoD,  Edwards, 
Few,  Foster,  Qunn,  Henry,  JohnsioQ,  Isaid,  Monroe, 
Morrifl,  Potts,  Read,  Rutherfurd,  Stanton,  and  Taylor. 

Nays. — ^MsMn.  Brown,  Butler,  Cabot,  SUsworth, 
Hawkins,  King,  and  Sherman. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  ooncor 
rence  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  in  the 
amendment 

Mr.  Ellswobth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  ttom  the  Honse  of  Ee- 
presentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  *'  An  act  di- 
recting the  officers  of  the  Treasory  to  pass  to  the 
credit  of  John  Banks  the  sum  of  $9,768  90,"  re- 
ported that  the  committee  be  discharged ;  and  the 
xeport  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  Warring- 
ton, on  which  the  bUl  last  mentioned  was  origin- 
ated, be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  tne  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  till  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  propose  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  the  follow- 
ing amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  wit : 

"  Article  1,  section  8,  after  the  words  'genersl  wel- 
fiure  of  the  United  States,'  add  <  in  the  cases  herein- 
after particiUarly  enumerated'  And  at  the  end  of  the 
section,  add, '  but  no  power  to  grant  any  charter  of  in- 
corporation, or  any  commercial  or  other  monopolv,  shsli 
be  hereby  impUei' 

"Section  0.  Every  tax  thsU  be  deemed  direct,  other 
than  taxes  on  imports,  excises,  transfers  of  property, 
and  law  proceedings.'  At  the  end  of  the  section,  add, 
*  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office 
of  profit  under  the  authority  of  the  u  nited  States  nor 
shall  any  person  intrusted  with  the  mansgement  of 
money  of  the  United  States^  or  concerned  in  the  direc- 
tion or  mansffoment  of  any  bank  or  other  moneyed 
corporation  withm  the  United  States^  be  capable  of  a 
seat  in  either  House  of  CoQgresa' " 

"Article  8,  section  1.  After  the  words  *  oidain  sod 
establish,'  add,  *  or  in  such  of  the  State  courts  as  the 
Congress  shall  deem  fit'" 

Ordered,  That  these  propositions  lie  on  the 
table. 

^  The  bill  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives for  oononrrenoe^  entitled  '^  An  aot  making 


certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned*'  wis 
read  the  first  time ;  and,  by  unanimous  eoDsent, 
read  the  seoond  and  third  times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  KiKQ,  from  the  committee  appointed  thii 
day  on  the  communication  of  the  Pbesidemt  or 
THE  United  States  relative  to  his  taking  the  osth 
of  office,  reported  that  the  Secretary  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  will,  on  Monday  next,  tib 
the  oath  of  office  required  by  the  ConstitutioD,  is 
the  Senate  Chamber,  at  12  o'clock ;  and  tlist  be 
inform  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  the  Senate  will  be  in  session  at  that  time. 
And  the- report  was  adopted. 

The  Senators  of  the  State  of  Oeoigia,  m  par- 
suance  of  a  law  of  the  said  State,  executed  a  deed 
of  cession  to  the  United  States  of  the  light-home 
on  Tybee  Island ;  whidi  was  ordered  to  ue  on  file. 

Mr.  Foster  reported,  from  the  oommittee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  Houee 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  As 
act  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties  on  pickled 
fish." 

JtemdMd,  That  this  bill  do  not  peas. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  KepresentatiTee 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represoit- 
atives  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  makii^ 
addition  to  the  compensation  of  certain  paUic 
officers ;"  in  which  they  deeixe  the  ooocurreDce  of 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congresi,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  conaent,  that  thii 
bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Beeoked,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tiie  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Be* 
presentatives  for  ooncuirence,  entitled  "An  set  to 
authorize  a  Knxit  of  land  to  the  French  inhshitp 
ants  of  OaluopoUs,"  reported  an  amendment; 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  oonsidentkm 
of  this  biU  to  the  next  session  of  Congrese,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  resd- 
ing,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  Hodn 
of  Bepiesentatives  therewith. 

A  message  fitm  the  Honse  of  Representatinf 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives dissgree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Simeon  Thayer;"  they  have  postponed  the  eon- 
sideration  of  the  bill  sent  frt>m  the  Senate  entitled 
*'  An  act  providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebe- 
neser  Storer"  to  the  next  searion  of  Congress. 

Mr.  GuKN,  from  the  managers  at  the  conferenee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  ▼otcs 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  sent  f^m  the  nooM 
of  Bepresentatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  **  An 
act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  « 
Congress,"  reported  that,  having  conferred  with 
the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, they  could  not  come  to  any  sgree- 
ment 
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A  BiMsage  firom  the  House  of  RepresentatiTef 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentntiyes  hate  adjourned  untQ  7  o'clock  this  even- 
ing. 

On  motion  to  recede  from  the  amendment  dis- 
agreed to  hr  the  Honse  of  Representatires  to  the 
hill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Simeon 
Thayer,"  it  passed  in  the  aflBrmative. 

The  petition  of  Barent  L  Staats  was  read,  stating 
that  he  advanced  money  to  one  of  the  Quartermas- 
ters of  the  late  Army,  to  enable  him  to  com- 
pensate certain  teamstem  employed  in  the  pub- 
lic senrice,  and  for  which  advance  he  has  not  been 
reimbursed,  but  is  excluded  therefrom  by  the  acts 
of  limitation,  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered^  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 


SATuaoAT  EvuriNo,  7  o'clock. 

The  memorial  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  read,  stating  that,  from  the  enhanced  prices 
of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  their 'respective  sti- 
pends are  become  inadequate,  and  praying  further 
compensation. 

(frdered^  That  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  the  French  set- 
tlers at  Galliopolis  be  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General,  to  examine  and  report  to  the  Senate,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  upon  the  validity  of 
their  claims  to  lands  under  purchases  of  the  Ohio 
or  Sciota  Companies,  or  other  persons;  together 
with  his  opinion  of  the  means  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued by  them  for  the  obtainment  of  justice. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  return  all  orinnal 
papers  not  addressed  to  the  Senate,  which  have 
been  laid  before  them  during  the  present  session 
by  the  Paxstosirr  or  by  any  of  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finished 
the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are  ready  to 
adjourn. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  appointed  a  committee,  jointly 
with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  Pbisidknt  of  thb  Unitkd  Statbs, 
and  inform  him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn 
without  day,  unless  he  may  have  any  further 
communications  to  make;  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  on  their  part 

ReMohedy  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  fore- 
going resolutidh,  and  that  Messrs.  Johnston  and 
RuTHsaruRD  be  the  joint  committee  on  their  part. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  therewith. 

Mr.  Johnston  reported,  from  the  joint  committee 
last  mentioned,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Pas- 
BiDBNT  or  THB  Unftbd  Statbs,  who  informed  the 
committee  that  be  had  no  farther  communications 
to  make  to  Congress  at  this  time. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  then  adjourned  without 
day. 


SPECIAL  SESSION. 


Monday,  March  4. 

In  conformity  to  the  summons  from  the  Pbbsi- 
DXKT  or  thb  Unitbd  Statbs,  the  Senate  assem- 
bled in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  Hon.  John  Lanodon,  President  pro  t&nh 
pare,  read  the  summons  of  the  Pbbsidxnt  or  thb 
IJnitbd  Statbs,  as  follows : 

The  Pruident  of  the  United  Staiee 

to  ike  PreeiderU  of  the  Senate: 

Certain  matters,  touching  the  public  good,  requiring 
that  the  Senate  shall  be  convened  on  Monday,  tne  4th 
instant,  I  have  desired  their  attendance,  as  I  do  yours, 
bv  these  presents,  at  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  Philadel- 
pnia,  on  tnat  day ;  then  and  there  to  receive  and  delibe- 
rate on  such  communications  as  shall  be  made  to  yon 
on  my  part 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Maboh  1, 1798. 

The  following  Senators  were  present : 

John  Lanodon,  from  New  Hampshire ; 

Gbobob  Cabot,  from  Massachusetts ; 

Thbodorb  Fostbb,  frt>m  Rhode  Island ; 

OuvBB  Ellsworth  and  Roobb  Shxbhah,  from 
Connecticut ; 

Rurus  Kino,  from  New  York; 

John  RuTHBRriTBD,  from  New  Jersey ; 

Robbbt  Morus,  from  Pennsylvania ; 

Gbobob  Rbad,  from  Delaware; 

John  Hbnbt  and  Richabd  Potts,  from  Mary- 
land; 

Jambs  Monrob,  from  Virginia ; 

John  Bbown  and  John  Edwards,  from  Ken* 
tucky ; 

Bbnjamin  Hawkins,  ftt>m  North  Carolina ; 

Ralph  Izard,  from  South  Carolina ; 

Jambs  Gunn,  from  Georgia. 

Samubl  Livbrmorb,  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate ;  and  the  oath  was  administered 
to  him  by  the  Pbbsidbnt  of  the  Senate,  as  the 
law  provides. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  by  the  Pbbsidbnt  or 
THB  UNrrsD  Statbs,  on  the  2d  instant,  he  came 
to  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Chair  usually  assigned  the  Pbbsidbnt  of  the  Se- 
nate, who,  on  this  occasion,  was  seated  at  the  right 
and  in  advance  of  the  PaasmBNT  or  thb  Unitbd 
Statbs;  a  seat  on  the  lefl,  and  also  in  advance, 
being  provided  for  Judge  Cushino,  appointed  to 
administer  the  Oath ;  the  doors  of  the  Senate 
Chamber  being  open,  the  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments, Foreign  Ministers,  the  late  Speaker,  and 
such  Members  of  the  late  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives as  were  in  town,  together  with  as  many  other 
spectators  as  could  be  accommodated,  were  present 

After  a  short  pause,  the  Prbsipent  of  the  Senate 
arose,  and  addressed  the  Pbbsidbnt  or  thb  Unitbd 
Statbs,  as  follows : 

'*  Sia :  One  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  is  now  present,  and  ready  to  admin- 
ister to  you  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
taken  by  the  Pbisiobmt  or  thb  United  Statbb." 
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Luniguratitm, 


[Habcb,  iris. 


On  which  the  PBuioDnr  of  thb  Unitid  States, 
rising  ttom  his  seat,  wis  pleased  to  address  the 
audience  as  follows : 


*  FsLLow-Crmiiis :  I  am  again  called  upon,  by 
the  ▼oice  of  mj  country,  to  ezecate  the  fiinetiooa  of  its 
Chief  Magistrate.  When  the  ooca«ion  proper  for  it  shall 
arrive,  I  shall  endeavor  to  ezprets  the  high  sente  I  en- 
tertain of  this  distinguished  honor,  and  of  the  confidence 
which  has  heen  reposed  in  me  bj  the  people  of  United 
America. 

"  Previous  to  the  execution  of  any  official  act  of  the 
PaniDBHT,  the  Oonstitution  requires  an  oath  of  office. 
'~^'    oath  I  am  now  about  to  take,  and  in  your  pre- 


.  that,  if  it  shall  be  found,  daring  my  adaisba- 
tion  of  the  Government,  I  have,  in  any  imtancsh  tio- 
lated,  wilUngl^  or  knowiogly,  the  injunction  theno^  I 
ma^  (besides  incurring  Constitutional  ponishmeot)  be 
auMeet  to  the  upbraidmgsof  all  whoaie  aowwitnswi 
of  the  present  solemn  ceremony." 

Judge  OusHDio  then  administered  the  oath  of 
office  required  by  the  Coostitutioo ;  after  which, 
the  Prssidu^  or  thb  Uniixd  Statis  retired,  and 
the  spectators  dispersed. 

Alter  acting  upon  several  nominalionB  reeeived 
from  the  Pbiwdbmt,  the  Senate  Myoumed,  m$ 
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HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES    OF   THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THB  'SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  OITT  OF 

PHILADELPHIA,  NOVEMBER  6,  1798. 


MoHDAT,  NoTomber  0, 1799. 

Thia  being  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  the  present  Conmaa,  the  IbUovring 
members  ai>peared,  produced  ihmr  credentialSi 
and  took  their  seats: 

I^rom    yew   Biamp$hif^    Nicholas    Gilmax, 
Samvil  LrrsBMORa,  and  Jbrbmiah  Smith. 
From    MtmachutetU^    Fishbr    Amis,   Shbar- 

JABBUB     BOUBKB,      ElBBIOOB      GbBBT,      BbNIAMIN 

GooDBOBy  Gbobob  Thatchbb,  and  Abtbmas 
Wabd. 

Fr<m  Skode  hland^  Gbobob  Lbohabd,  Bbnja- 
mir  BomuTB. 

From  Oanneetieutf  Amasa  Lbabhbp,  Jonatbak 
SmoBs,  and  Jon athan  Tbumbull,  (Speaker.) 

Fnm  VermatU^  Nathamibl  Nilbs  and  Isbabl 
Smitb. 

From  New  Torh^  Eobbbt  BsHsoHt  John  Lav^ 
BABc^  and  Thomas  Tbbdwbll. 

Frwm  Jfmo  Jeroey^  Euas  Bou9ihot,  Abraham 
Clabk,  and  Jqnathab  Dattoh. 

From  PenmyhamOf  Thomas  Fixxsimoxb  and 
Fbdbbigk  Auousnrs  MoHiiBMBaBO. 

From  Maryland^  Fbiup  Kbt  and  William 
Vans  Mukrat. 

Fhm  Virffinia^  William  B.  Oilbs,  James 
Madisoh,  Andrew  Moore,  Josiah  Parker, 
Abbaham  Vekablb,  and  Alexander  White. 

From  North  Caarolina^  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
John  Stbblb^  and  Hugh  Wiluamsom. 

From  South  OaroUna^  Wiluam  Smrh,  Thomas 
Sdmptbb,  and  Thomas  Tddob  Tdckbb. 

F^^om  Georgia^  Abraham  Baldwin  and  Francis 
Willis. 

A  quomm  of  members  being  present,  a  message 
wss  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform  that  body  thereof. 
And  a  similar  message  was  reoeired  by  the  House 
from  the  Senate;  and  that  John  Lanodon  had 
bem  chosen  their  President  jpr^  tempore, 

A  Joint  committee  were  Uien  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  Pbbsidbrt  or  thb  Unred  I^atbs,  to  inform 
him  that  a  quoram  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled, and  reiMdj  to  reoeire  any  communications  he 
may  think  proper  to  make  theuL 

ieeolved^  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  one  by  each 
House,  to  interchange  weekly. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  appoint  a  ChapUin 
on  their  part,  when  a  m^ority  of  votes  appeared  in 
&Tor  of  Uio  Reverend  Ashbel  Gbben. 


The  Spbaree  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Governor  of  Geoi^ia,  enclosing  a  proclamation 
and  return  of  the  election  of  John  Millbdob,  to 
serve  as  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  for  the 
said  State,  in  the  room  of  Anthont  Watnb,  whose 
seat  was  declared  vacant;  which  was  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  pre* 
sented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  Con* 
gress  will  pass  a  law  to  restrain  the  proceedings, 
and  reduce  the  fees  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of 
the  United  States  in  the  said  State;  as,  also,  to 
admit  of  other  security  being  taken,  to  the  satisfae- 
tion  of  the  Judge  of  the  Court,  in  small  and  trivial 
causes  brought  by  seamen  or  others  against  vessels 
in  the  merchants  service. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr  WiLUAM  Smtth,  ICr.  Laoranob,  and  Mr.  Wbitb. 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  noatter  thereof^  and 
report  the  same,  with  theur  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  BounnroT,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  Pbbsidbiit  or  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 
and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is 
assembled  and  ready  to  receive  any  communications 
he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them,  reported  thai 
the  committee  had  performed  that  service,  and  that 
the  pBBsmBRT  was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  would 
make  a  communication  to  both  Houses  of  Con* 
gross  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  in  the  Senate 
Chamber. 


Tuesday,  November  6. 

Several  other  members,  viz:  fix>m  New  York, 
Jambs  Qobdqn;  fiY>m  Pennsylvania,  John  Wilbbs 
KiTTBBA ;  and  from  Viiginia,  Samuel  GBirriN  and 
John  Paob,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  are  now  readpr,  in  the  Senate  Cham* 
ber,  to  attend  this  House  m  receiving  the  com- 
munication fiY>m  the  PBBsmBNT  or  thb  UNrrsD 
Statbs,  agreeably  to  his  notificatwn  to  both  Houses 
yesterday. 

The  Spbakbb,  attended  by  the  members  of  this 
House,  then  withdrew  to  the  Senate  Chamber  for 
the  purpose  expressed  in  the  message  from  the 
Senate;  an<L  being  returned,  the  Spbakbb  laid 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  Speech  delivered 
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H.  OF  R.] 


Defeat  of  General  St,  dair^Atmoer  to  the  President,  [Notsmbo,  179S. 


by  the  Psbsidemt  of  thb  United  States  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  the  Senate  Chamber.  [A 
copy  of  the  Speech  appears  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate.] 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Speech  be  committed  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 


Wedkesdat,  NoTember  7. 

Several  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York,  Cob- 
MBLius  G.  Schoonmakbr;  from  New  Jersej,  Aarok 
Kitchell;  from  Pennsylvania,  Daniel  HEisrfeB; 
and  from  Virginia,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  moneys,  from  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1792,  to  the  80th  of  September  following,  in- 
clusire ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Speaker  lud  before  the  House  a  Letter  fbom 
Mr.  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United  SUtes,  en- 
closing several  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  public  money.  Ordered  to  be  printed 
(100  copies)  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  GooDQVB  moved  for  a  committee,  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  registering  ships  and  vessels,  and  regu- 
lating those  employed  in  the  coasting  trade. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Goodhue,  Fitzsimons, 
and  Parker,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  White  presented  a  memorial  from  Joseph 
Barnes,  attorney  for  James  Rumsey,  praying  the 
House  to  take  up  his  former  petition,  respecting  the 
enacting  another  law  for  the  encouragement  of 
Useful  Arts,  and  complaining  that  the  law  now  in 
force  is  altogether  insufficient  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  authors  and  inventors  of  machinery,  Ac., 
from  the  piracy  and  frauds  of  pretending  impostors. 
Read  and  wdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  communicating  to  the 
House  sundry  documents  referred  to  by  him  in  his 
Address  to  both  Houses  yesterday,  viz:  a  state- 
ment of  the  appropriation  of  the  funds,  certified 
by  the  proper  officers.  A  representation  from  the 
Chief  tfustice  and  associate  Justices  of  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  complaining  of  the  great 
severity  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  in  being 
obliged  to  attend  the  Circuit  Courts,  which  occa- 
sioned them  to  spend  a  large  portion  of  their  lives 
in  the  act  of  traveling,  which  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pected from  men  fkr  advanced  in  years,  unless  in 
cases  of  great  necessity.  That  they  were  almost 
constantly  forced  to  be  absent  from  their  families, 
and  their  health  daily  impaired  by  the  fatigue  and 
burden  of  their  office.  And  praying  that  a  modi- 
fication nmy  speedily  take  place  in  the  Judiciary 
system. 

Another  memorial  was  also  amongst  the  papers 
sent  with  the  President's  Message,  from  the 
Judges  of  the  North  Carolina  district,  containing 
a  detail  of  the  inconveniences  to  which  they  were 
subjected  by  the  law  respecting  the  claims  of  wi- 
dows, orphans,  and  invalid  pensioners.    Both  of 


those  communications  request  that  Congress  may 
hasten  a  modification  of  the  Judiciary  system  of 
the  United  States,  which,  in  some  instances,  they 
affirm^  to  be  not  only  burdensome  and  unnecessa- 
rily severe,  but  absolutely  impossible  in  the  exe- 
cution. 

The  next  document  was  the  Constitutioii  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky. 

The  Clerk  of  ue  House  proceeded  to  read  some 
of  the  above-mentioned  papers ;  and  finished  that 
respecting  the  appropriation  of  the  funds,  as  ordered 
by  law,  in  the  Department  of  State.  These  were 
what  had  been  communicated  to  the  PaBsmENT 
by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  contained  details  of  mooejs 
paid  to  the  persons  employed  at  Foreign  Courts, 
&c,  up  to  the  8d  of  November,  1792,  amounting, 
in  Uie  whole,  to  $148,500.  These  sums  have  beoi 
paid  principally  to  Colonel  Humphreys,  at  Portu- 
gal ;  Mr.  Qovemeur  Morris,  at  Paris ;  Mr.  Short, 
at  the  Hague;  Mr.  Carmichael,  at  Madrid;  &c 
Mr.  Secretary  Jefferson^s  communication  far- 
ther contains  an  analysis  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Department  of  SUte,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1790, 
to  the  Ist  of  July,  1791,  and  from  thence  to  the  1st 
July,  1792.  During  the  former  period  the  amount 
was  $21,054  61.  The  kttor  is  about  28,000.  These 
papers  were  referred  to  a  committee,  and  then 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
President's  Message,  some  of  which  bdng  of  a 
confidential  nature,  ^e  galleries  were  ordered  to 
be  cleared. 

DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  mto  the  causes  of  the  faflure  of 
the  late  expedition  under  Major  (General  St  Clah', 
which  was  made  on  the  8th  day  of  May  last,  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Wednesday  next 

Mr.  Steele,  at  this  eariy  hour  of  the  present 
session,  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  re- 
port which  had  been  brought  in  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  by  the  committee  then  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  report  on  the  causes  of  the  defeat 
of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Major  General 
St  Clair,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1791.  Several 
reports  having  been  circulated,  reflecting  dishonor- 
ably upon  the  conduct  of  that  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  S.  was  a  member,  rendered  it  necessary  for  him 
to  require  a  speedy  consideration  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, in  order  to  do  away  the  prejudices  which  had 
probably  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
citiaens  of  the  United  States.  For  these  reasons, 
he  moved  that  the  said  report  should  be  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  up  on  this  day  wedc. 

ANSWER  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  called  lor,  (B(r.  Lau- 
RANCE  in  the  Chair,)  the  speech  of  the  Presidikt, 
delivered  yesterday  to  Congress,  was  taken  op; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  following  resolve  was  agreed  to :  "  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a 
respectful  Address  to  the  President  or  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  delivered 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the 
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Proceeding: 


[U.  or  a 


present  session ;  with  ftssurances,  that  they  would 
take  into  considention  the  important  matters  there- 
in contained.**  An  amendment  was  now  moved, 
to  strike  oat  the  word  "important;"  but  it  was 
negatived,  as  being  k  word  of  too  much  importance 
to  be  neglected.  The  resolution  was  carried^  in 
substance,  as  above,  and  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  it  The  House  immediately  agreed,  and 
a  committee  of  three — Messrs.  Madison,  Benson, 
and  MuRKAT — were  appointed  by  the  Speaker 
(0  prepare  the  answer  in  conformity  with  the  said 
resolve. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fW>m  the 
Pebsidknt  or  the  United  States: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Semate,  and 

of  the  SouM  of  Jiepre$eniaii9et : 

I  lay  before  you  copies  of  certain  papers  relative  to 
tbe  Spanish  interference  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
entered  into  in  the  year  1790,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  together  with  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  on  the  same  subject 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

United  States,  November  7,  1792. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  Letters 
from  Thomas  Barclay,  Consul  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Morocco,  one  dated  the  28th.  of 
Kay,  the  other  the  17th  of  Jul^,  1792,  enclosing 
petitions  from  JUchard  O^Brien,  m  behalf  of  him- 
self and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  now 
in  captivity  at  Algiers,  stating  the  peculiar  hard- 
ships they  have  undergone  during  tho  time  they 
have  been  kept  in  slavery,  and  praying  that  Con- 
gress will  consider  their  distressed  situation,  and 
take  such  measures  for  their  releasement,  aa  to 
their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet 

Ordered^  That  the  said  letters  and  petitions 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  inform- 
ation. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
following  papers,  to  wit : 

*'  1st  A  statement  of  the  measures  taken,  and  the 
oTertures  made,  to  procure  a  peace  with  the  Indians 
Northwest  of  the  Obia" 

"2.  Information  received  relatively  to  the  pacific 
orertares  and  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  Northwest 
of  the  Ohia" 

"  3d.  A  statement  of  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  to  oonciltate  and  quiet  the  Southern  Indians." 

**  4th.  Information  received  relatively  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Southern  Indians,  and  the  causes  of  the  hos- 
tilities of  part  of  the  Cherokees  and  Creeks.** 

"  6th.  A  statement  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States." 

The  said  Letter  and  statements  were  partially 
read. 


Thursoat,  November  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Connecti- 
cut, James  Hillhouse  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Wil- 
uiN  FuvDLBT  and  Israel  Jacobs  ;  and  from  Ken- 
tucky, Alexander  D.  Orr,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

2d  Coh.— 22 


The  petition  of  James  Warrin^n,  attorney  in 
fact  of  Joseph  Blachford,  surviving  partner  of 
Harris  &  Blachford,  late  of  Charleston,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  was  presented,  praying 
that  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  and  filly-two  dol- 
lars and  eighty-three-ninetieths  of  a  diollar,  with 
the  interest  thereon,  which  is  due  from  the  United 
States  to  the  estate  of  John  Banks,  deceased,  may 
be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  a  claim  of  the  pe- 
tioner  s  constituents  against  the  estate  of  the  late 
Greneral  Greene,  on  account  of  his  security  to 
them  in  behalf  of  the  said  Banks,  on  a  contract  to 
supply  the  late  Southern  Army  with  provisions; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  Messrs.  Joseph  and  Woodrop 
Sims,  merchants  in  Philadelphia  was  read,  declar- 
ing that  the  ship  Two  Brotners,  with  a  cai^go  of 
salty  wines,  &c.,  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Philadelphia, 
had  been,  some  time  ago,  driven  into  New  York  by 
stress  of  weather;  that  they  had  directed  their 
agent  there  (Mr.  Seaton)  to  dispose  of  the  cargo, 
but,  on  being  afterwards  informed  that  it  would 
not  bring  prime  cost,  they  countermanded  their 
orders,  and  the  ship  was  coming  round  to  Phila- 
delphia without  having  broke  bulk,  but  was  wreck- 
ed off  Egg  Harbor ;  that  the  duties  had  been  bond- 
ed at  New  York  when  the  ship  entered  there, 
and  the  Collector  had  informed  them  he  could  not 
relinquish  his  demand  for  the  whole  of  said  du- 
ties ;  that  there  was  lio  part  of  the  property  saved 
except  five  casks  and  one  quarter-cask  of  wine, 
and  some  part  of  the  .rigging ;  that  said  five  and  a 
quarter  casks  were  duly  gauged  and  the  duty  paid 
in  Philadelphia  ;  and,  finally,  praying  to  be  reliev- 
ed from  the  payment  of  the  duties  secured  at 
New  York  on  a  earn)  which  never  came  into  their 
possession — this  either  by  a  general  or  special  law 
of  Congress.    Ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  brought  in  a  re- 
port from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  merchants  of  Charleston,  against 
the  law  for  regulating  the  fees  in  the  Court  of 
Adminaty  of  the  United  States,  &c. ;  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  said  law  should 
be  repealed,  and  another  act  passed  to  regulate 
said  fees  and  to  empower  the  Judges  to  take  bail 
in  trivial  cases  brought  bv  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chants' service,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Barnes, 
attorney  in  fact  for  James  Rumsey,  which  lay  on 
the  table,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr. 
Sturges,  and  Mr.  Lee  ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  in- 
formation that,  on  the  27th  of  September  last. 
Brigadier  General  Putnam  concluded  a  Treaty  of 
Peace,  on  behalf  of  the  United  SUtes,  with  the 
Wabash  and  Illinois  Indians,  consisting  of  the 
several  tribes  of  Eel  River,  Ouittananons,  Potta- 
watoraies  of  the  Illinois  river,  Musquitons,  Kicka- 
poos  of  the  Wabash,  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias, 
and  Peorians. 
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The  PreMmP*  Speech. 


[NOTlDfBBB»  1791 


The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  Speeches  de- 
liTered  to  the  Indians  by  Brigadier  General  Pot- 
nam.  That  which  he  spoke  to  the  Miamis,  ^bc, 
informed  them  that  the  Great  Chief  of  the  United 
States  had  sent  a  Speech  some  time  ago,  as  well 
as  one  from  himself,  inviting  those  tribes  to  peace, 
and  to  recommend  it  to  their  neighbors,  at  the 
same  time  observing,  that  a  treaty  had  been  con- 
daded  with  the  Wabash  Indians,  and  the  hatchet 
eTerlastingly  baried.  **  Brothers,"  said  he,  "  if  you 
will  hear  me,  and  not  listen  to  the  singing  of  the 
birds,  carried  to  your  ears  by  those  who  would 
rain  and  destroy  you,  open  your  ears  to  my 
message.  My  wish  is  to  see  you  all  happy,  and 
that  your  women  and  children  may  lie  down  in 
peace,  and  your  young  men  and  hunters  live  in 
harmony  with  the  United  SUtes.  The  United 
States  never  intended  to  wrong  you  out  of  any  of 
your  lands.  Send  some  of  your  wise  men  to  meet 
08,  who  can  see  and  hear  the  truth,  and  who  will 
consider  your  interest  well  The  road  to  happi- 
ness and  peace  is  open  to  you.  Arise  I  come  and 
see  me,  and  let  us  shake  hands  with  one  another." 

To  Uie  Delawares  General  Putnam  also  made 
a  Speech,  wherein  he  expresses  sentiments,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows :  '^  I  have  lived  with  you  many 
years.  The  Great  Chief  of  the  United  States  is 
a  good  man.  Listen  to  his  words,  which  he  sends 
by  me  to  you  for  your  good.  Many  things  have 
happened  which  were  forced  to  be  left  in  the  dark, 
but  they  will  all  come  to  h'ght,  if  you  will  come  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  and  hear  what  we 
have  to  say  to  your  people." 

Another  Speech  of  the  General's,  to  a  different 
tribe,  offers  them  peace,  and  requests  them  to  send 
a  Speech  to  their  brothers,  desiring  them  not  to 
stop  their  ears,  but  to  take  the  straight  road  to 
happiness,  which  is  now  laid  open  to  them.  "  The 
Great  Spirit,"  said  he,  **  I  hope  may  succeed  in 
bringing  about  a  lasting  peace,  if  your  people  are 
as  willing  as  our  Great  Chief  to  brighten  the 
chain  of  friendship.  If  you  will  come  to  Phila- 
delphia, I  will  provide  for  your  accommodation  on 
the  journey,  and  I  request  your  answer." 

After  reading  the  above-mentioned  papers,  the 
House  took  up  a  memorial  presented  by  Commo- 
dore John  Hazlewood,  respecting  services  and  losses 
poformed  and  sustained  by  him  during  the  war,  and 
requiring  relief,  Ac.    Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Leb  moved  that  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  House  last  session, 
respecting  lost  or  destroyed  certificates,  be  taken 
op  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  said  Report  be  made  the  order 
of  tlie  day  for  next  Monday  week. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  representation 
from  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  stating 
the  difficulties  and  in<50nveniences  which  attend 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent Judiciary  system,  referred  to  in  the  Prbsi- 
nBirr*s  Message  of  yesterday,  be  committed  to  Mr. 
LivBRMOBB.  Mr.  Bbnson,  Mr.  Kittbra,  Mr.  Vb- 
RABLB,  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  with  instruction 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  House. 


Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appmnted  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill « or  bills  for  the  r^nlation 
of  pilots,  and  the  superintendence  of  light-houses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  throughout  the 
United  States ;  and  that  Mr.  Fmauf om,  Mr.  Fai- 
KBR,  and  Mr.  Williamsor,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  yesterday  by  the  Secretavy  oi  War, 
relative  to  the  Indians  Noithwest  and  Sc^th  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  to  the  troq>s  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  made  a  fiuther  progress  therniu 


FaiDATt  November  0. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  CBamTopim  GaBCiror, 
from  Kentudcy,  appeared,  produced  hia  credential^ 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  Message  was  recived  from  the  Pbbsidbiit 
OP  THB  UNrrsD  Statbs,  transmitting  sundry  com- 
munications from  the  Governor  of  Yiiginia,  con- 
taining a  correspondence  between  himiielf  and  the 
Grovernor  of  North  Carolina,  req>ecting  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the 
territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio.  These  papers 
contain  details  of  the  situation  of  the  miaetUed 
boundaries  extending  toward  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  a  description  of  the  difference  between 
Walkcr^s  and  Henderson's  lines,  which  are  at  some 
places  three  miles  asunder;  and  in  this  space  there 
.are  upwards  of  a  hundred  families  which  may  be 
claimed  by  either  State,  or  they  need  acknowledge 
neither. 

This  subject  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Boudihot, 
Williamson,  and  Pagb. 

Mr.  Madibom  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  an  Address  to  the  President  of  tbs 
United  States,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress ;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

THE  PRESIDENTS  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Murray  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  that  part  of  the  Prbsidbiit*b  Speech  which  re- 
spects the  transmission  of  newspapers  throughout 
the  different  parts  of  the  Union.  He  observed, 
that  it  had  been  in  contemplation  to  qualify  the 
Post  Office  law  by  a  supplement  at  the  dose  of 
the  last  session ;  but,  from  the  multiplicity  of  busi- 
ness crowding  in  at  that  time,  the  measure  was 
relinquished.  The  same  reasons  could  not  ope- 
rate in  the  present  session,  for  the  subject  was  par- 
ticularly mentioned  by  the  pRxsmsHT,  and  ought 
to  be  referred  to  a  committee  as  well  as  any  o£er 
division  of  his  communications.  For  these  rea- 
sons, Mr.  M.  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee ;  but,  before  any  order  could  be  taken  on 
this  motion,  a  member  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  confidential  papers  from  the  War  Department, 
and  the  Spbakeb  ordered  the  galleries  to  be 
cleared. 


Saturdat,  November  10. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  Peter  Stlvcsteb, 
from    New  York,  and  Thomas    Hartlet,  from 
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Addreu  to  the  President, 
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PennsylTinia,  Appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Address  to  the  Prbsiobvt 
or  THK  Unktbd  Staiss,  in  andwer  to  his  Speech 
to  both  Houses  <^  Congress;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Spsakbr  resumed  the 
Chair^  and  Mr.  Laubakcb  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  Address  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  seTeral  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  sererally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

And  then  the  said  Address,  as  amended,  being 
again  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

"  Sia :  Hie  House  of  RepresentatiTefl,  who  always 
feel  a  eatiaCftction  in  meeting  you,  are  much  concerned 
thai  the  oeeaaion  for  mutual  felicitation  afforded  by  the 
cuctimstanoes  flivorabte  to  the  national  prosperity  ahoold 
be  abated  by  a  eoatinnance  of  the  hostile  spirit  of  many 
of  the  Indian  tribe%  and  particularly,  that  the  reiterated 
efforts  for  effecting  a  general  pacification  with  them 
shoald  have  issued  in  new  proofs  of  their  persevering 
eomitT,  and  the  barbarous  sacrifice  of  citizens,  who,  as 
the  messengera  of  peace,  were  distiuguialiing  them- 
selves by  their  seal  for  the  public  service.  In  our  delib- 
erations on  this  important  department  of  our  affiiirs,  we 
shall  be  disposed  to  pursue  every  measure  that  may  be 
dictated  by  the  sincerest  desire,  on  one  hand,  of  culti- 
Tating  peace,  and  manifesting,  by  every  practicable  re- 
gulation, our  benevolent  regard  for  the  welfiire  of  those 
miagaided  people ;  and  by  the  duty  we  feel,  on  the  other, 
to  provide  effectually  for  the  safety  and  protection  of 
our  fellow-catixens. 

"  While  with  regret  we  learn  that  symptoms  of  opposi- 
tion  to  the  law  imposing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,  have  manifested  themselves,  we  re- 
flect with  consolation,  that  thoy  are  confined  to  a  small 
poftioo  of  our  fellow-citiaens.  It  is  not  more  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  true  liberty,  that  a  Government 
should  be  always  ready  to  listen  to  the  representations 
of  its  constituents,  and  to  accommodate  its  measures  to 
the  sentiments  and  wishes  of  every  part  of  them,  as  far 
as  will  consist  with  the  good  of  the  whole,  than  it  is, 
that  the  just  authority  of  the  law  should  be  steadfastly 
maintained.  Under  this  impression  every  Department 
of  the  Government,  and  all  good  citizens  must  approve 
the  measures  you  have  taken,  and  the  purpose  you  have 
furmed,  to  execute  this  part  of  your  trust  with  firmness 
sad  energy ;  and  be  assured,  sir,  of  every  constitutional 
aid  and  co-operation,  which  may  become  requisite  on 
oor  part  And  we  hope  that,  while  the  progress  of  con- 
tentment under  the  law  in  question,  is  as  obvious  as  it 
is  ratioaal,  no  {larticular  part  of  the  community  mav  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  from  the  general  burdens  of  the 
country,  by  a  conduct  as  irreconcilable  to  national  jus- 
tice, aa  it  IS  inconsistent  with  public  decency. 

"  The  productive  state  of  the  Public  Revenue,  and  the 
confirmation  of  the  credit  of  the  United  States  abroad, 
evinced  by  the  loans  at  Antwerp  and  Amsterdam,  are 
communications  the  more  gratifying,  as  they  enforce 
the  obligation  to  enter  on  systematic  and  effectual  ar- 
rangements for  dischaiging  the  Public  Debt,  as  fast  as 
the  conditions  of  it  will  permit ;  and  we  take  pleasure 
in  the  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  our  entire  concur- 
rence in  the  opinion,  that  no  measure  can  be  more  de- 
sirable, whether  viewed  with  an  eye  to  the  urgent  wish 


of  the  community,  or  the  intrinsic  importance  of  pro- 
moting so  happy  a  change  in  our  situation. 

**  The  adoption  of  a  Constitution  for  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, is  an  event  on  which  we  join  in  all  the  satisfac- 
tion you  have  ezpressed.  It  may  be  considered  as  par- 
ticularly interesting,  since,  besides  the  immediate  bene- 
fits resulting  fi-om  it,  it  is  another  auspicious  demon- 
stration of  the  facility  and  success  with  which  an  en- 
lightened people  is  capable  of  providing,  by  free  and 
deliberate  plans  of  Government^  for  their  own  safety 
and  happiness. 

"The  operation  of  the  law  establishing  the  Post 
Office,  as  it  relates  to  the  transmission  of  newspapers, 
will  merit  our  particular  inquiry  and  attention,  the  cir- 
culation of  political  iutelljgence  through  these  vehicles 
bein^  justly  reckoned  among  the  surest  means  of  pre- 
venting the  degeneracy  of  a  ft-ee  Government,  aa  well  as 
of  recommending  every  salutary  public  measure  to  the 
confidence  and  cu-operation  of  all  virtuoua  citizens. 

**  The  several  other  matters  which  you  have  commu- 
nicated and  recommended^  will,  in  their  order,  receive 
the  attention  due  to  them,  and  our  discussions  will,  in 
all  cases,  we  trust,  be  guided  bv  a  proper  respect  for 
harmony  and  stability  in  the  public  Councils,  and  a  de- 
sire  to  conciliate,  more  and  more,  the  attachment  of  our 
constituents  to  the  Constitution,  by  measures  accommo- 
dated to  the  true  ends  for  which  it  was  establidhed." 

Besohed^  That  the  Speaker,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  present  the  said  Address,  and  that  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  Benson,  and  Mr.  Mukrat,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President,  to  know  when  and 
where  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  the 
same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in 
South  Carolina.    Whereupon, 

Besohed^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  several  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  all  cases  of  Admi- 
ralty proceedings ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  for 
the  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants*  service, 
as  makes  ships  or  vessels  and  their  appurtenances 
liable  to  seizure  and  detention,  for  actions  of  trivial 
amount,  be  repealed ;  and  that,  in  future,  a  power 
be  Tested  in  the  District  Judge,  to  accept  of  other 
sufficient  security,  in  cases  where  the  sum  in  dis- 
pute shall  not  exceed dollars. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur^ 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  William 
Smith,  Mr.  Laurance,  and  Mr.  Wurrs,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for  him 
to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  in  answer  to 
his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  reported 
that  the  committee  bad  waited  on  the  President,  who 
signified  to  them  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  him 
to  receive  the  said  Address  at  12  o*clock  on  Mon- 
<ky  next,  at  hia  own  hoii8& 


Monday,  November  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  John  Baptist  Ashe, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 
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Address  to  the  PresidefU^Defeat  of  General  St.  Clair.         [Notvmbsr,  1791 


The  Spiamr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  covering  a  sUtement 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  moneys, 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1791 ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  House,  then  with- 
drew to  the  house  of  the  President  or  the  United 
States,  and  there  presented  to  him  the  Address  of 
this  House,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress ;  to  which  the  President  made  the  fol- 
lowing reply : 

*•  Gentlemen  :  It  give*  me  pleasure  to  express  to  you 
the  rotlefaction  which  your  address  affords  me.  I  feel, 
AS  I  ought,  the  approbation  you  manifest  of  the  mea- 
sures I  have  taken  and  the  purpose  I  have  formed,  to 
maintain,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  the 
Constitution,  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  laws ;  and 
the  assurance  whidi  you,  at  the  same  time,  give  me,  of 
every  constitutional  aid  and  co-operation  that  may  be- 
come requisite  on  your  part  ,     ,.  .    j 

*•  This  is  a  new  proof  of  that  enlightened  solicitude 
for  the  establishment  and  confirmation  of  public  order, 
which,  embracing  a  zealous  regard  for  the  principles  of 
true  liberty,  has  guided  the  deliberations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives ;  a  perseverance  in  which  can  alone 
secure,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  the  real  and  permar 
nent  felicity  of  our  common  country. 

«0.  WASHINGTON." 

The  House,  having  returned  to  their  Chamber, 
resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers  communicated 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  Wednesday  last,  rela- 
tive to  the  Indians  Northwest  and  South  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  to  Uie  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  made  a  farther  progress  therein. 


Tuesday,  November  18. 

•  _ 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Robert  Barnwell, 
and  Daniel  Huoer,  from  South  Carolina,  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats  m  the  House. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  9th  instant,  together  with 
sundry  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  South  of  the  Ohio,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

•*  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  notified  that  this  House  in- 
tend, on  Wednesday  next,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  fiiilure  of  the  late  expedition  under 
Qeneral  St  Clair,  to  the  end  that  they  may  attend  the 
House,  and  furnish  such  mformation  as  may  be  condu- 
cive to  the  due  investigation  of  the  matters  stated  in 
the  said  report  f 

Mr.  Williamson  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter 
part  of  the  resolution  which  respected  the  attend- 
ance of  the  Secretaries  on  the  House.  This  mo- 
tion, if  carried,  leaves  the  resolution  a  simple 


proposition  to  inform  those  officers  that  the  Hook 
were,  on  Wednesday,  to  take  the  Report  on  the 
failure  of  General  St  Clair's  expedition  into  cons- 
deration. 

Mr.  Vbnablb  objected  generally  to  the  resolution, 
as  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  House.  He 
doubted  the  propriety  of  the  measure  altogether. 
The  gentlemen  are  not  impeached,  and  therefore 
the  House  has  no  right  to  cite  them  to  make  tiieir 
appearance ;  and,  with  respect  to  information,  the 
House  can  command  such  from  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments as  they  may  see  proper  to  require.  He 
was  at  a  loss  in  attempting  to  investigate  the  object 
of  the  resolution.  He  could  see  no  purpose  that  it 
would  answer,  which  could  not  as  well  be  obtained 
without  it 

Mr.  Whtte  offered  several  objections  to  tiie  reso- 
lution, of  a  similar  import  with  the  above. 

Mr.  Datton  supported  the  motion  by  a  few  re- 
marks, stating  the  importance  of  that  information 
!  which  those  gentlemen  alone  could  give.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  he 
observed  had  exculpated  the  commanding  General 
on  that  expedition,  whereas  he  was  of  opinion  thtt 
the^  failure  was  owing  to  the  misconduct  of  tbit 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Tucker  objected  tO  the  resolution.  He 
preferred  the  mode  of  requiring  that  information 
which  the  House  might  think  necessary,  in  writ- 
ing. 

Mr.  Madison  objected  to  the  motion  on  oonstita- 
tional  grounds,  and  as  being  contrary  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House.  He  had  not,  he  said,  thoroughlj 
revolved  the  matter  in  his  own  mind,  and  therefore 
was  not  prepared  to  state  fully  the  effects  which 
would  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  resolution ; 
but  he  would  hazard  thus  much,  that  it  would 
form  an  innovation  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
business  of  this  House,  and  introduce  a  prec^eot 
which  would  lead  to  perplexing  and  embarnw- 
ing  consequences ;  as  it  involved  a  conclu-sion,  in 
respect  to  the  principles  of  the  Government, 
which  at  an  earlier  day  would  have  been  revolted 
from.  He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  written  info^ 
mation. 

Mr.  Clark  was  opposed  to  the  resolution ;  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  made  the  report, 
he  had  no  apprehension ;  with  reject  to  informa- 
tion, the  report  and  the  vouchers  are  before  the 
House ;  and  such  further  inquiry  may  be  made  of 
the  proper  officers  as  the  House  may  think  nf>ce»- 

sary. 

Mr.  Ames  supported  the  resolution.  He  noticed 
the  impressions  which  the  failure  of  the  late  ex- 
pedition had  made  on  the  public  mind.  Charac- 
ters had  suffered  in  the  general  estimation.  It 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation should  take  place,  that  if  the  failure  of 
the  expedition  was  a  mere  casualty,  and  the  for- 
tune of  war,  it  might  be  made  to  appear ;  or.  if  it 
was  owing  to  misconduct,  the  blame  might  fall  on 
the  proper  subjects.  The  mode  suggested  to  ob- 
tain information  appeared  to  him  the  best  that 
could  be  adopted — the  most  adequate  to  the  ob- 
ject It  was  due  to  iustice,  to  truth,  and  io  tbe 
national  honor,  to  take  effectual  measures  to  in- 
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Testigftte  the  bumness  thoroughly.  This  inquiry 
appears  to  be  the  beginning  of  au  mmngement 
preparatory  to  an  impeachment;  on  whom  this 
will  fill],  he  should  not  presume  to  say ;  but  still  it 
places  the  subject  in  an  important  point  of  view, 
and  shows,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  necessity 
of  adopting  the  best  possible  mode  of  ascertaining 
the  real  state  of  facts.  This,  he  conceired,  could 
not  be  done  so  effectually  as  by  the  mode  proposed 
in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Giles  objected  to  the  resolution.  He  pre- 
ferred a  thorough  discussion  of  the  report,  in  the 
first  place,  and  a  comparison  of  the  Touchers  with 
the  report;  and  if,  in  the  issue,  it  should  appear 
necessary  to  call  for  information  from  these  offi- 
cers, it  could  then  be  done;  but,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  business,  to  adopt  the  resolution  would 
place  the  committee  in  a  yery  disagreeable  situation. 

Mr.  Laurancb  observed  that  the  committee,  in 
their  report,  say  that,  for  want  of  time,  they  had 
not  been  able  to  complete  it ;  it  is,  then,  apparent 
from  the  report  itself  that  it  is  immature.  •  He 
stated  several  particulars  in  the  report  which  were 
incomplete,  and  from  hence  inferred  that  there 
was  material  information  to  be  received  previous 
to  being  able  to  form  a  competent  judgment  on 
the  matter.  He  observed  that,  as  the  informa- 
tion must  be  had,  he  saw  no  necessity  of  post- 
poning the  attendance  of  those  officers  in  the  first 
instance. 

Mr.  Maoison,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ambs*s  remark, 
that  the  best  possible  mode  ought  to  be  adopted,  ob- 
serred,  that  there  seemed  to  be  different  ideas  en- 
tertuned  by  the  different  advocates  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  one  seemed  to  implicate  the  officers  alluded 
to  as  parties  concerned ;  another  appeared  to  con- 
sider them  merely  as  witnesses.  For  his  part,  be 
thought  there  was  no  other  way  of  proceeding, 
but  that  of  adopting  one  or  the  other  of  these 
alternatives:  either  to  take  up  the  report  and  dis- 
cuss its  merits,  or  for  the  House  to  begin  the 
mquiry  themselves,  de  novo. 

Mr.  LivnucoKB  objected  to  the  resolution.  He 
could  not  see  any  advantage  which  would  result 
from  adopting  it  He  thought  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  were  sufficiently  obvious, 
without  criminating  any  body.  He  adverted  to 
these  causes — they  were  the  rawness  of  the  troops, 
and  the  superiority  of  the  Indians  as  marksmen. 
On  these  points,  he  could  not  see  what  informa- 
tion could  be  derived  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  thought  that  the  Legislature  had 
gone  too  lar  already,  and  that  no  satisfaction  would 
result  from  further  proceedings,  but  that  the  sub- 
ject would  appear  more  and  more  involved. 

Mr.  BouDiNoT,  after  statine  sundry  particulars 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  public  mind  at  the  time 
of  the  report,  adverted  to  several  parts  of  it  which 
appear  to  criminate  particular  persons,  some  of 
whom  were  absent  at  the  time  of  the  investigation 
on  which  the  report  is  founded.  He  therefore 
urged  the  neeeteity  of  receiving  from  the  Heads 
of  the^  Departments  that  information  which  was 
requisite  to  throw  light  on  several  parts  of  the 
Kport,  and  that  this  ought  to  be  done  previous  to 
takmg  the  report  into  consideration. 


Mr.  FrrzsiMONs  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
resolution.  He  did  not  think  this  the  proper  time 
to  call  for  the  information  alluded  to;  nor  the 
mode  proposed  a  proper  one.  Some  remarks  have 
been  made  on  the  report,  though  it  is  not  before 
the  House;  to  these  he  should  not  particularly 
reply,  but  would  only  observe,  that  no  person  had 
applied  to  the  House  for  redress  of  any  supposed 
injury  received  by  the  report  It  has  been  said 
that  the  inquiry  oueht  to  have  been  a  military 
one ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  it  was  impossible 
to  institute  such  an  inquiry  by  reason  of  the  want 
of  officers.  He  then  gave  a  sketch  of  the  mode  of 
proceeding  adopted  by  the  committee  in  conduct- 
mg  the  inquiry,  to  show  that  they  had  availed 
themselves  of  every  means  of  information  within 
their  power. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  had  moved  to  strike 
out  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  but  he  was 
equally  opposed  to  the  whole  of  it ;  and  since  he 
had  heard  the  remarks  of  several  gentlemen,  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  best  way  was  to  dispose  of  it  altogether, 
and  to  let  the  subject  proceed  in  the  course  which 
it  had  already  taken. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  he  thought  there  was 
less  delicacy  observed  on  this  occasion,  in  respect 
to  the  committee,  than  was  usual  in  this  House. 
With  respect  to  the  report,  the  vouchers  on  which 
every  assertion  is  founded  are  before  the  House. 
As  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  report,  it  is  an  im- 
material object;  the  few  blanks  it  contains  are 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  time  to  examine  the 
vdluminous  papers  necessary  to  be  examined,  in 
order  to  ascertain  some  of  the  facts — facts  not  in 
themselves  of  the  first  importance.  He  observed, 
that  he  had  not  the  smallest  objection  to  the  full- 
est investigation  of  the  subject;  he  was  in  favor 
of  all  the  information  that  could  be  possibly  ob- 
tained; he  objected  not  only  to  the  mode  now 
contended  for,  which  he  thought  not  only  liable 
to  all  the  objections  which  had  been  made,  but  to 
many  others  which  might  be  offered. 

Mr.  Dayton  observed,  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  were  not  satisfied  with  the  report ;  he  did  not 
think  the  conclusion  which  exculpated  the  com- 
manding officer  could  bo  supported  by  the  report 
itself.  He  adverted  to  several  facts  stated  in  it, 
which  showed  that  the  commander  must  have 
been  highly  culpable ;  he  instanced  the  slowness 
of  his  movements,  the  dilatoriness  in  constructing 
forts,  and  his  being  surprised  bv  the  enemy.  He 
thought  that  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from 
gentlemen,  on  what  he  had  said,  were  illiberal,  as 
they  had  virtually  impeached  his  candor,  when 
he  was  not  conscious  of  deviating  from  its  dictates. 
It  was  not  his  intention*  to  have  touched  on  the 
merits  of  the  report,  but  he  had  been  impelled  to 
do  it  from  the  torn  the  debate  had  taken. 

Mr.  Qhrrt  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  He 
enlarged  on  the  magnitude  of  the  object  of  inves- 
tigation, and  insisted  that  it  was  the  Indispensable 
duty  of  the  House  thoroughly  to  probe  the  sub- 
ject to  the  bottom,  that  if  any  persons  have  been 
to  blame  they  may  suffer,  or  if  the  event  which 
has  Uken  place,  by  which  the  national  character 
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has  suffered,  and  so  seyere  and  unproductive  an 
expense  has  been  incurred,  amounting  probably  to 
one  million  dollars,  has  been  owing  to  circum- 
stances which  could  not  be  avoided  or  controlled, 
the  public  may  receive  satisfaction  as  to  the  whole 
matter. 

Mr.  Page  objected  to  the  resolution,  particu- 
larly to  the  precedent  it  would  establish ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  fullest  in- 
quiry the  subject  was  susceptible  of.  He  said, 
the  mode  proposed  would  operate  to  clog  the  free- 
dom  of  inquiry,  and  the  freedom  of  debate. 

Mr.  Ames,  adverting  to  the  spirit  of  the  report, 
pointed  out  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  two 
Secretaries,  and  that  they  did  not  stand  on  the 
same  ground  with  other  persons  who  are  not  so 
intimately  implicated  in  the  matter.  He  alluded 
to  the  various  objections  which  had  been  urged 
from  precedent,  from  the  fullness  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  the  subject  had  undergone  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee,  and  from  the  remark  by  Mr. 
LivERMORE,  that  sufficient  had  already  been  done. 
To  this  last  objection  he  particularly  replied,  by 
saying  that  the  public  wanted  further  satisfaction, 
and  that  the  House  could  not  justify  themselves 
to  their  constituents  without  a  stricter  and  fuller 
investigation,  that  the  whole  of  the  facts  might  be 
laid  before  theoL 

Mr.  Madison  said,  the  mode  now  proposed  in- 
volved a  dereliction  of  the  only  practicaole  mode 
of  transacting  public  business ;  and  that,  however 
imperfect  that  mode  might  be,  still  he  believed 
that  it  was  the  only  one  that  had  received  the 
sanction  of  experience  and  utility.  He  therefore 
hoped  that  the  resolution  would  be  rejected,  and 
the  mode  already' adopted  persevered  in,  and  the 
necessary  information  called  for  in  writing,  from 
every  person  in  anywise  interested  or  competent 
to  give  it 

Mr.  W.  SifrrH,  supported  the  resolution.  He 
showed  by  the  report  itself,  and  from  the  reason- 
ing used  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution, that  we  two  Secretaries  were  implicated 
in  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition ;  from 
hence,  he  inferred  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
giving  them  an  opportunity  of  exculpating  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Gerkt  expressed  surprise  at  the  iipprehen- 
sion  which  some  gentlemen  appear  to  entertain  of 
the  measure  of  introducing  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments into  the  House ;  for  his  part  he  had  no  such 
apprehensions.  The  Secretary  will  attend  at  the 
orders  of  the  House  merely  to  give  such  informa- 
tion as  may  be  required,  and  not  as  members  or 
ministers,  to  influence  and  govern  the  determina- 
tions of  the  House. 

Mr.  Vbnable  objected  further  to  the  resolution  ; 
he  urged  the  impropriety  of  any  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  coming  forward,  and  attempting  in 
any  way  to  influence  the  deliberations  of  the  Le- 
gislature. 

Mr.  Laurancb  replied  to  Mr.  Yemablh;  he  ob- 
served that  the  gentleman  appeared  to  mistake 
the  object  of  the  resolution;  it  was  not  contem- 
plated that  either  of  the  Secretaries  should  appear 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  to  influence,  in  any  de- 


cree, its  decisions ;  they  are  to  be  called  on  merriy 
for  informatiMi* 

Mr.  MuKRAT  objected  to  the  resolution.  The 
report,  he  observed,  is  made  to  the  House ;  if  in 
the  coarse  of  its  discussion  any  farther  light  or 
information  should  be  deemed  neeessarv,  it  imj 
then  be  called  for,  and  in  that  mode  which  shaD 
appear  most  eligible — at  present  the  question  ap- 
pears to  be  premature.  Mr.  Mubrat  added  sere- 
ral  other  remarks,  and  then  the  question  being 
put,  Mr.  Williamson's  motion  for  striking  out 
was  carried. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  Uie 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution  as  amended, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Rewlced,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  referred  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  hiqnire  into  the  caoses  of  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  under  Major  General  St 
Clair,  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papery 
and  records,  for  their  informatioo. 

Boohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrr 
be  directed  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  t 
statement  of  the  several  disbursements  of  money 
made  by  the  Department  of  War  in  the  years  1790 
and  1791. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  by  the  Secretory  of  War  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  relative  to  the  Indians  Northwest  and 
South  of  the  River  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  made  a  &rther 
progress  therein. 


Wkuiibsoat,  November  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  William  Bixn 
Grovb,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Blake,  Joseph  Bindon,  John 
D.  Mercier,  and  Benjamin  Thompson,  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  other  Canadian  refugees,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  prmymg  com- 
pensation for  losses  and  injuries  sustained  in  their 
persons  and  property,  by  adhering  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Datton,  Mr.  Bbnjamin  BouBin,  and  Mr. 
Mubbat  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  there- 
of, and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and 
that  Mr.  Whitb,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Williabsok, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Warrington,  attorney  in  fact  for  Joseph 
Blachford,  surviving  partner  of  Harris  &  Bladi- 
ford,  late  of  Charlestoii^  in  the  SUte  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
accompanied  with  estimates  of  the  sums  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  vear  1793 ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  toe  table. 
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Ordered^  That  *  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Prbsi- 
dert's  Speech  which  relates  to  the  transmission 
of  newspapers,  and  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the  act  passed  last 
session  for  the  reguktion  of  the  Post  Office ;  and 
that  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Baldwiv,  Mr.  Gilman, 
Mr.  AxBSy  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be  the  said  com* 
mittee. 

The  Sfbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretarv  of  War,  together  with  a  me- 
morial of  Samuel  Hodgdon,  late  Quartermaster 
General  to  the  Army,  respectively  praying  that 
they  may  be  heard,  and  permitted  to  give  informs^ 
tion  and  explanations  as  to  the  causes  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  expedition  under  Major  General  St 
Clair;  which  were  read.  The  Letter  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War  is  as  follows : 

War  DxPAarxxiiT,  yovemJber  14, 1792. 

Sa:  After  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
I  saw  with  much  concern  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the 
expedition,  under  Major  General  St  Clair,  of  the  8th  of 
May.  1792 ;  which,  having  been  presented  to  the  House 
in  the  last  moments  of  the  session,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  sad  has  since  dreulated  in  the  public  news- 
pspers  throughout  the  United  States,  containing  sug- 
gestioBs^  most  of  them  founded  upon  $x  parte  investi- 
gation, which  have  been  understood  in  a  sense  very  in- 
jurious to  my  reputatioa 

Lesrning  that  the  present  day  was  appointed  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  above  mentioned  report,  I 
lisve  waited  with  anxious  expectation  for  some  act  of 
the  House  enabb'ng  me  to  attend  the  progress  of  the 
examination  upon  which  they  are  about  to  enter,  for 
(he  purpose  of^furnishing  such  information  and  ezpla- 
Dstions  as  might  conduce  to  a  right  understanding  of 
^,  in  which  I  am  so  materially  implicated.  The 
^ure  of  a  proposition,  which  I  am  informed  was  made 
to  the  House  with  that  view,  has  added  to  my  solicttude 
•ttdr^et 

,  Thos  situated,  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  ask  of  the 
justice  of  the  House  that  some  mode  may  be  devised, 
bjr  whieb  it  will  be  put  into  my  power  to  be  present 
duriqg  the  course  of  the  intended  mquiry,  as  well  to 
bm  the  evidence  on  which  the  several  allegations  con- 
taiQed  in  the  report  are  founded,  as  to  offer  the  infer- 
'"^on  and  explanations  to  whish  I  have  alluded. 

To  this  step  I  am  impelled  by  a  persuasion  that  an 
wcurate  and  satisfactory  investigation  cannot  otherwise 
be  had  with  equal  advantage,  if  at  alL  And  my  entire 
r«uaoce  upon  the  equity  and  impartiality  of  the  House, 
vili  not  permit  a  doubt  to  exist  on  my  part  that  such 
•a  investigation  will  be  exclusively  the  object  of  their 
««re  and  pursuit 

I  have  the  honmr  to  be,  su*,  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  most  obedient  hnmUe  servant, 

^  H.  KNOX. 

The  SpBAxsa  of  the  honorable 
theSoum  of  BepreeetUtUivee  of  theU.SL 

DEFEAT  OP  GEXEKAL  ST.  CLAIR. 
And  then  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the  House 
^o'resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hoase  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  Major  General  St  Clair,  being  taken 
np- 


Mr.  Madisoh  suggested  that  the  most  simple 
most  practicable  and  consistent  plan  would  be,  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and 
refer  the  present  applications*  to  the  committee 
to  whom  the  report  shall  be  re-committed.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
should  be  discharged  from  considering  the  reports 
on  the  causes  of  Sje  failure  of  the  late  expedition. 
^  Mr.  Smith  (S.  C.)  observed  that  several  objec- 
tions struck  him  in  opposition  to  this  motion.  The 
House  must  at  some  period,  said  he,  meet  this 
case ;  if  it  is  recommitted,  there  will  be  an  im- 
propriety in  referring  it  to  the  same  committee; 
if  a  new  committee  is  appointed,  they  must  begin 
the  whole  subject  do  novo  ;  and,  if  their  investiga- 
tion should  take  up  such  a  length  of  time  as  that 
of  the  former  committee,  the  session  will  be  ex- 
pended,  and  at  the  close  of  it  the  busineas  will 
recur  on  the  House,  and  the  same  discussion  will 
occur  again  that  is  now  proposed.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  therefore  proceed  in  the  consideration 
of  the  report,  assign  two  or  three  days  in  the  week 
for  the  purpose,  and  continue  the  investigation  till 
the  whole  is  finished. 

Mr.  Giles  replied,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  vouchers  on  which  the  committee  had  founded 
the  report  would  appear  sufficient  to  justify  the 
decisions  that  they  had  made.  He  said  that  he 
did  not  suppose  that  the  applicants  would  adduce 
any  new  information;  one  of  tliem  had  been  called 
on,  he  attended  the  committee,  and  he  supposed 
that  he  had  furnished  all  the  information  he  was  in 
possession  of.  He  objected  to  a  recommitment ;  as 
one  of  the  committee,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  report ;  nor  did  he  conceive  there  was  any 
additional  evidence  to  be  produced,  except  it  was  of 
a  recent  date. 

Mr.  Ames  said,  he  perceived  such  a  disinclina- 
tion to  go  into  the  subject  as  indicated  a  proper 
temper  of  mind  in  relation  to  the  persona  supposed 
to  be  any  ways  interested  in  the  ultimate  decision 
of  the  Uouse..  He  was  opposed  to  a  recommit- 
ment, as  it  would  procrastinate  instead  of  expe- 
diting the  inquiry.     He  adverted  to  the  report 
Facts  are  stated;    the  public  have  been  left  to 
draw  the  inferences;  the  committee  have  not  ex- 
plicitly criminated  any  body:    but  they  have  de- 
termined, in  several  instances,  who  is  not  to  blame. 
What  is  the  situation  of  those  who  are  implicated 
in  the  causes  of  the  fiulure  ?    Every  citizen  knows 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  issue  of  the  expedition, 
clamors  against  the  War  Department,  in  respect 
to  Indian  affairs,  have  rung  through  the  Conti- 
nent.    Should    public    officers,  who    have   been 
placed  in  situations  of  such  importance  be  silent, 
and   submit   calmly    to   such    imputations,   they 
would  be  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  unworthy 
to  breathe  the  vital  air.    They  now  apply  for  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  in  their  own  vindication. 
Shall    they   be    sent   to  a  Committee-room,  and 
make  their  defence  against  the  allegations  brought 
forward  to  their  disadvantage,  which  have  been 
published  to  the  world,  in  the  hearing  of  perluipa 
ten  or  a  dozen  persons  only  ?    He  hoped  not— he 

*  Letters  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War  and  Quartermaster  General. 
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thongbt  justice  to  them  and  to  the  public  required 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  make  their  defence 
in  the  face  of  the  world.  Will  not  precluding  them 
look  like  a  wish  to  smother  all  further  inquiry  into 
the  matter? 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  in  favor  of  recommitting ;  he 
said  it  was  the  roosit  eligible  mode,  and  was  conson- 
ant to  the  pmctice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Madisok  remarked,  that  it  had  been  said 
a  disposition  was  discovered  to  smother  inquiry. 
In  reply  he  observed  that,  if  be  wished  to  prevent 
a  thorough  investigation,  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  whole  subject  l^ing  undertaken  by  the  House; 
because,  he  observed,  that  if  a  select  committee  of 
a  few  members  took  seven  weeks  to  form  an  in- 
complete report,  it  must  appear  evident  that  so  large 
a  body  as  this  House  could  nerer  get  through  the 
matter.  He  further  observed,  that  the  same  reason 
existed  for  referring  the  residue  of  the  evidence  to 
a  select  committee  as  induced  the  measure  in  the 
first  instance. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMons  said  he  was  at  first  in  favor  of  a 
recommitment,  but  on  further  consideration  he  was 
convinced  the  House  would  be  able  to  get  Uirough 
the  subject  in  a  shorter  time  than  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  added  several  other  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  House  proceeding 
with  the  report. 

Mr.  Gerrt  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
only  question  seemed  to  be,  whether  the  House  or 
the  select  committee  shall  establish  the  facta.  If 
these  facts  are  established  by  the  committee, 
would  it  give  equal  satisfaction  as  if  they  were 
established  by  the  House  ?  He  conceived  it  would 
not ;  but,  should  the  result  be  a  conviction  on  the 
part  of  the  House  that  some  of  the  officers  are 
culpable,  will  the  House  rest  an  impeachment  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  ?  He  conceived  the 
House  ought  to  found  their  decisions  on  facts 
ascertained  by  themselves.  It  has  been  said  there 
is  no  difference  between  the  House  and  the  com- 
mittee. If  this  is  the  case,  does  it  not  imply  a 
censure  by  the  House  on  certain  characters  ?  He 
thought  it  did.  It  therefore  becomes  the  House 
to  discuss  the  report,  that  it  may  be  determined 
on  what  footing  it  stands.  If,  in  the  case  of  a  con- 
tested election  the  House  revolted  from  the  idea 
of  submitting  their  judgment  to  facts  substantiated 
by  a  committee,  the  case  before  us  is  of  unspeak- 
ably greater  magnitude.  For  these,  and  several 
other  reasons,  he  noped  the  report  would  not  be  re- 
eommitted. 

Mr.  WiLLUHSOR  was  in  favor  of  the  motion 
for  recommitting;  he  supported  his  opinion  by  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  House,  which  in  every 
case  where  new  evidence  was  adduced,  always 
provided  that  the  new  evidence  should  be  exam- 
ined by  the  same  committee,  who  had  originally 
brought  in  the  report  He  said  if  this  mode  was 
departed  from,  we  should  find  no  committee 
would  bring  forward  a  state  of  facts  in  future. 
He  thought  it  was  not  trentinff  the  committee 
with  proper  candor  to  decide  on  their  report  in  its 
present  situation. 

Mr  Sylvester  observed,  that  the  resolution  of 
the  House  at  the  close  of  the  lost  session,  that  they 


would  take  up  the  subject  early  in  the  present 
session,  precluded  a  recommitment ;  be  was  there- 
fore opDosed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  iSouDiROT  was  in  favor  of  a  reeoromitment ; 
he  said,  if  there  is  new  evidence  to  be  brought  for- 
ward, the  House  ought  to  wait  till  that  is  receiv- 
ed and  reported  at  the  Clerk's  table ;  and  thi^  he 
conceived  ought  to  be  done  in  the  usual  way,  by  a 
select  committee ;  till  the  whole  testimony  is  eom- 
pleted  it  appear^  to  him  the  House  was  not  pre- 
pared to  take  one  step  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Mauison  replied  to  Mr.  Gbbrt's  allusioB 
to  the  case  of  the  contested  elecftion.  He  inquired 
of  him  whetfier  the  House  itself  went  into  an  in- 
vestiffation  of  facts  in  the  first  instance !  He  be- 
lieved he  would  not  say  they  did.  With  respect 
to  the  memorials,  he  inquired,  whether,  if  thej 
had  been  presented  at  the  time  of  the  investigation 
of  the  subject  by  the  select  committee,  they  would 
not  have  been  referred  to  the  committee?  If  thej 
would  then  have  been  referred,  the  same  reason 
exists  for  referring  them  to  a  select  committee  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  Laurasce  was  of  opinion  that  a  recommit- 
ment would  tend  to  a  saving  of  time ;  the  commit- 
tee will  not  be  obliged  to  go  over  the  same  ground 
again  that  has  already  been  explored;  all  they  will 
be  obliged  to  do  is,  to  investigate  the  new  testi- 
mony w^hich  will  be  adduced.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee  were  public,  and  that  the  Secretaries  couk! 
have  attended  all  the  time,  had  they  seen  proper. 
They  attended  but  once,  and  then  appeared  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  get  away  to  attend  to  their 
offices.  The  committee  would  have  been  extremely 
glad  to  have  had  those  gentlemen  present  odcner, 
and  to  receive  all  the  information  they  could  give, 
and  suppo^d  they  had  done  it 

Mr.  Gerry  replied  to  Mr.  Madison.    He  said,  if 

Sintlemen  would  recur  to  the  proceedings  of  Uie 
ouse  on  the  contested  election,  they  will  find 
that  the  House  expressly  leserred  to  itself  the 
right  of  substantiating  tfaie  facts,  which  should  ap- 
pear from  an  examination  of  the  depositions,  taken 
in  conformity  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House; 
'and  here  he  adverted  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by 
the  House  in  taking  those  depositions.  The  ad- 
verse party  was  to  be  summoned  to  attend  to  the 
taking  them;  but  in  this  report  it  appears  that 
ex  parte  evidence  has  been  admitted  as  the  foun- 
dation on  which  some  of  the  decisions  have  been 
made. 

Mr.  Murray  supported  the  motion  for  a  recom- 
mitment He  observed  that  the  matter,  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  was  so  incomplete  that  he  could  not  see 
how  the  liouse  could  proceed  upon  it  One  part 
of  the  evidence  only  is  finished,  and  the  report  is 
made  on  that  evidence.  Now,  we  are  told  new- 
testimony  is  offered ;  let  the  whole  be  brought  into 
▼iew  at  once,  and  then  the  House  will  be  in  a 
situation  to  judge. 

Mr.  Page  was  in  favor  of  a  Airther  commit- 
ment of  the  subject;  but  whether  to  the  com- 
mittee who  made  the  report,  or  to  a  new  com- 
mittee, he  should  not  take  upon  him  to  say.    With 
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respect  to  tbe  admission  of  any  Head  of  a  Depart- 
ment to  the  bar  of  Uus  House,  exoept  in  case  of 
in  impeachment,  he  woald  never  consent  to  it 
It  would  be  a  precedent  of  a  most  dangerous  na- 
tore,  tending  to  a  destruction  of  all  freedom  of 
inquiry  by  committees. 

Mr.  FiHDLBT  obserred,  that  the  committee 
wished  that  Mr.  Hodgdon  should  have  been  pre- 
sent, but  he  did  not  make  his  appearance ;  the 
committee  therefore  proceeded  on  the  testimony 
they  had,  and  as  tnere  is  now  new  evidence 
broaght  forward,  he  thought  it  was  proper  that 
the  report  should  be  recommitted.  As  one  of  the 
committee,  he  should  have  no  objections  to  such 
tltentions  as  might  appear  proper  on  ftirther  and 
more  complete  investigation  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Stulb  called  for  the  reading  of  a  clause 
in  the  memorial  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which 
states  that  the  committee  had  drawn  conclusions 
from  ex  parte  evidence.  This  being  read,  Mr. 
Steels  remarked  on  the  want  of  candor  towards 
the  committee,  which  had  been  shown  by  some  of 
the  members  in  the  course  of  their  observations 
He  then  adverted  to  the  above  clause  respecting 
a  parte  evidence,  and  observed  that,  with  respect 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  not  true  that  the 
committee  had  proceeded  on  ess  forte  evidence; 
that  oflBcer,  said  he,  was  notified  of  the  meetings 
of  the  committee ;  he  attended  those  meetings ;  he 
famished  the  committee  with  papers  and  docu- 
ments, kc ;  and  further,  he  was  requested  to 
detain  officers  in  town  whose  testimony  was  neces- 
sary in  the  matter,  and  that  he  complained  of 
some  of  those  officers  being  detained  by  the  delays 
of  the  committee  from  the  recruiting  service. 
With  respect  to  Mr.  Hodedon  the  same  cannot  be 
said,  as  he  was  not  then  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Stmlk  then  concluded  by  some  additional 
remarks  on  the  indelicacy  manifested  by  some 
gentlemen  in  their  treatment  of  the  committee, 
tnd  observed  that  he  did  not  apply  it  to  himself 
personally,  but  as  it  respected  the  committee  at 
lai^e,  he  thought  proper  to  express  the  contempt 
which  he  conceived  it  merited. 

Mr.  Dayton  replied  to  Mr.  Stkblk.  He  re- 
peated the  substance  of  his  original  remarks  on 
the  report,  and  added,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  he  should  attempt  to  show  that  the  de- 
dactions  uiade  in  several  parts  of  the  report  were 
&]se.  Mr.  D.  added,  that  whatever  the  gentle- 
inan  last  speaking  might  say,  as  one  of  the  com- 
mittee who  signed  the  report,  he  was  certainly  im- 
plicated in  whatever  censure  it  merited. 

The  question  for  a  recommitment  was  then 
agreed  to,  80  to  22.    And  it  was  accordingly 

ReeeltU,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  was  committed  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
tfje  failure  of  the  expedition  under  Major  General 
St  Clair,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof;  and  that  the  said  report,  together  with 
the  documents  relating  thereto,  including  the  Let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  memorial  of 
Samuel  Hodgdon,  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Fitssi- 
MoNs,  Mr.  GiLss,  Mr.  Stbslk,  Mr.  Clabx,  and 

ifr.  FufDLXT. 


Thursoat,  November  15. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Tbbodoiui  Sedgwick, 
from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  fh>m  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  the  registering  and  re- 
cording of  ships  or  vessels :  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  SpxiiKEB  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  acompanying  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  to  him,  from  James  ^agrove, 
temporary  agent  to  the  Creek  Indians,  dated  the 
28th  ultimo,  containing  flirther  information  rela- 
tive to  Indian  affairs  in  the  Southern  department ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


FaiDAT,  November  16. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Sienate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  reeulatine  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  message  also  communicated  a 
Letter  from  Messrs.  Hebert  k  Co.,  of  the  city  of 
Paris,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  stating  certain  propositions  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  quantity  of  vacant  lands,  the  property 
of  the  United  SUtes. 

The  Letter  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes,** 
was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Venablb  and  Mr.  Steele 
be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  that  part  of  the  President's  Speech 
which  relates  to  the  transmission  of  newspapers, 
and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations 
may  be  necessaiy  in  the  act  passed  last  session  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  papers 
communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
7th  instant,  relative  to  the  Indians  Northwest  and 
South  of  the  River  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  made  a  &rther 
progress  therein. 


Monday,  November  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  John  Francis  Mercer, 
from  Maryland,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  stating  the  amount 
of  the  purchases  which  have  been  made  of  the 
Public  Debt,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested 
in  them  by  the  said  act;**  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  and  address  from  the  people  called 
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Quakers,  from  their  sereral  reUgiooB  societies  in 
New  Jersey,  PennsylTsiiia,  DelawmrOi  llarylaad, 
and  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  Congress  will  adopt  such  meai 
sures  as,  m  their  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  salutary 
and  effectual  for  securing  peace  and  friendship  with 
the  original  holders  of  this  land 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  address  do 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Screyen,  executor  of 
Brigadier  General  James  Screyen,  deceased,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  re- 
newal of  sundry  Continental  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates, the  property  of  the  said  deceased,  which 
were  burnt,  or  otherwise  destroyed  by  tJie  enemy, 
during  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  committed  the  Report  of  tiie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respecting  lost  and 
destroyed  certificates. 

Ordered^  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  concerning  marine  hospitals,  which 
was  made  on  the  17th  of  April  last,  together  with 
the  report  of  a  committee  thereupon,  which  was 
made  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

PROTECTION  TO  AMERICAN  COBiMERCE. 

Mr.  Williamson  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills 
for  promoting  commerce,  by  the  increase  of  Ameri- 
can seamen.  In  mbvine  the  above,  Mr.  W.  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 

Much  of  your  time  during  the  present  session 
Mr.  Spkakbb,  will  be  emiuoyed  in  deliberaiing^ 
upon  the  several  important  subjects  that  have  been 
recommended  to  us  by  the  PaKsroBiiT.  The  nu- 
merous and  lengthy  bills  that  you  inherit  from  the 
last  session,  must  also  demand  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  your  time.  Observing  so  much  interesting 
and  weighty  business  from  which  you  cannot  turn 
ande,  it  is  with  some  reluctance  that  I  bespeak  the 
attention  of  the  House,  while  I  submit  to  their 
consideration  another  subject  of  some  iipportance : 
for  it  is  a  subject,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  that  in- 
terests  the  merchant  and  the  planter. 

Measures  have  already  been  taken  by  Congress 
for  increasing  the  number  of  our  shipping ;  but  no 
effectual  and  general  measure  has  been  adopted 
for  increasing  the  number  of  native  American  sea- 
men. Every  gentleman  in  my  hearing  knows, 
that  there  are  alwayg  a  considerable  number  of 
foreigners  employed  on  board  American  vessels; 
but  none  of  as  could  have  expected,  and  some  of 
us  may  not  have  heard  of  the  iiyury  and  insults  to 
which  our  commerce  has  been  exposed  from  hav- 
ing British  seamen  on  board  our  ships. 

A  schooner  called  the  David  and  Qeorge,  be- 
longing to  Portsmouth,  in  Yiriginia,  and  commanded 
by  Captain  Qoffigan,  lately  touched  at  Sierra 
Leone,  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  she  was  navigated 
by  eleven  persons.  Three  of  that  number  who 
bad  been  on  shore,  informed  Captain  Wickham 
who  commanded  an  armed  vessel,  that  they  were 
British  subjects.    Captain  Wickham  went  on  board 


the  American  vessel  and  claimed  the  three  sea- 
men ;  he  also  claimed  wages  for  them.  Captain 
Qoffigan  refused  to  deliver  the  men,  aad  dedared 
with  truth  that  nothing  was  due  them.  Captam 
Wickham  took  the  men  by  force,  and  by  the  same 
regulation  he  went  into  the  hold,  and  took  as  much 
of  the  cargo  as  he  thought  fit,  under  the  cover  of 
substitute  for  wages.  Captain  Gk>ffigan  complaioed 
of  this  violence  and  robbery  to  Mr.  Clarkaon,  who 
is  Governor  of  the  Province.  The  Qoyemor  re- 
plied, that  he  should  have  done  the  same  thing, 
and  that  he  had  erder$/ram  hie  ivperiare  so  to  act 
in  such  cases. 

The  ship  Dlustrious  President,  belonginc^  to  Vir- 
ginia, commanded  by  Captain  Butler,  toadied 
some  time  ago  at  Madeira,  in  her  passa^  to  the 
East  Indies.  The  British  frigate  Hyena,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Hargood,  lay  at  that  time  in 
the  road.  Seven  of  Captain  Buder's  saOors  being 
British  subjects,  Captain.  Hargood  sent  to  take 
them  by  force  from  on  board  the  American  sUp, 
and  he  would  have  done  so,  had  not  the  Governor 
of  the  Island,  remembering  what  he  owed  to  the 
honor  of  his  nation  and  to  every  ship  nnder  his 
protection,  interrupted  his  authority. 

The  ship  Fame  belonging  to  Philadelphia,  com- 
manded by  Walter  Sims,  on  her  way  to  the  East 
Indies,  lately  touched  at  Table  Bay,  at  Uie  Gape  of 
Good  Hope.  Captain  Blith,  who  commanded  a 
ship  of  twenty  guns,  then  lay  in  the  road.  One  of 
Captain  Sim*s  sailors,  a  native  of  Scotland,  of- 
fered his  services  to  Captain  Blith,  calling  him- 
self a  British  subject.  That  very  man  in  Phila- 
delphia had  taken  the  oath  of  allegianoe  to  the 
United  States;  but  the  British  daim  was  best,  for 
Captain  Blith's  ship  was  strongest  He  took  the 
man,  sent  an  officer  on  board  the  American  ship, 
who  took  the  liberty  of  opening  the  after  hatch, 
searching  the  hold  and  looking  out  a  cheat  and 
clothes.  Captain  Blith  justified  these  acta  of  vio- 
lence, by  saying,  that  he  had  printed  inetruetieme 
to  take  all  who  called  themselves  British  sobjecta. 

These  are  a  few  out  of  the  numberiess  cases  in 
which  our  ships  have  been  robbed  of  their  seamen, 
and  they  are  samples  of  the  manner  in  which  we 
shall  be  constantly  treated,  while  we  depend  on 
foreigners  to  navigate  our  ships.  If  these  cases 
had  terminated  in  threats  and  abusive  lan^tuge,  to 
which  our  flag  is  too  much  accustomed,  it  might 
have  been  questioned,  whether  the  nation  of  the 
offending  party  was  to  blame.  When  you  are  told 
by  one  officer  and  another,  that  he  is  instructed  to 
distress  our  trade,  we  should,  if  possible  deprive 
them  of  the  present  excuse.  Is  it  not  our  business 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  strange  conduct! 
By  a  vitiated  passion  for  British  goods,  we  are 
universally  clothed  in  the  manu&ctures  of  that 
nation.  Our  debts  increase  every  year,  and  we 
labor  to  make  her  rich,  while  we  are  becoming 
poor*  We  pour  our  treasures  into  her  lap  mors 
than  any  other  nation  under  the  sua  '  Observe  the 
rewards  I  I  say  nothine  about  her  measures  on 
our  Western  frontier ;  but  our  trading  ships  are 
boarded  and  plundered  at  discretion  by  her  ships 
of  war ;  and  yet,  Great  Britain,  whose  commerce 
we  cherish,  is  the  only  nation  that  treats  us  in  this 
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oanner.  Perhaps  it  is  conjectured,  that  Ameri- 
ans  are  of  that  species  of  animals  whose  favor  is 
Dcreased  bjr  rougii  treatment  Be  this  as  it  maj, 
t  is  oar  duty  to  consider  of  the  safest  and  sorest 
Qode  of  extending  dur  commerce*  After  we  have 
wen  told,  that  an  American  yesiel  having  sailors 
in  board,  who  chance  to  have  been  bom  in  the 
British  dominion,  is  subject  to  be  deprived  of  her 
lands,  robbed  of  her  property,  and  turned  adrift 
^thout  help,  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  adduce 
)ther  arguments  in  favor  of  native  American  sea- 
Ben ;  but  other  strong  and  conclusive  arguments 
n  favor  of  the  measure  present  themselves.  The 
nerchants'  property  in  critical  situations,  or  in  dis- 
tant and  obscure  parts  of  the  world,  is  always  most 
isfe  when  his  ship*  is  navigated  by  men  who  uni- 
tormlj  strive  to  return  to  their  native  home,  and 
irhoae  hopes  and  happiness  centre  in  that  country 
to  which  their  ship  belongs.  The  crew  of  a  Frencn 
brig  some  weeks  ago,  murdered  their  captain  and 
niate  on  oar  coast ;  that  misfortune,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  not  have  happened,  if  the  seamen 
had  been  natives  of  France.  Two  of  them  only 
were  of  that  kingdom.  Is  it  necessary  to  add,  that 
a  powerful  body  of  seamen,  at  some  future  day, 
may  save  us  from  the  vast  expense  and  danger  of 
a  standing  army  ?  Upon  this  single  argument  of 
native  seamen  we  miffht  rest  the  question.  It  needs 
neither  support  nor  ulustration.  I  sb^i  therefore, 
presume,  tnat  it  is  our  duty  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
provide  for  the  daily  operations  of  pride  or  injus- 
tice, by  furnishing  the  merchant  with  seamen,  of 
whom  he  cannot  be  robbed,  except  by  open  decla- 
ration of  war.  With  seamen  in  whom  he  can 
trust — with  men,  who  actuated  by  those  passions 
which  are  inseparable  i3rom  the  human  breast,  the 
pride  of  nation,  and  the  love  of  country,  ma^  serve 
him  in  every  part  of  the  world.  To  furnish  the 
nation  with  a  safe  and  strong  bulwark  against  fo- 
rcign  tyranny  and  invasion. 

This  conolusion,  however,  is  drawn  upon  the 
iupposition  that  foreign  commerce  should  be  en* 
couraged;  but  I  am  aware  that  objections  have 
been  made  to  every  measure  that  has  foreign  com- 
merce for  tits  object,  and  similar  objections  would 
&U  with  additional  weight  against  any  plan  for 
^portinff  foreign  commerce  by  native  seamen. 
We  are  told,  that  io  a  country  where  land  is  plenty 
ud  the  inhabitants  few ;  where  little  progress- is 
made  in  cultivating  the  soil,  the  Legislature  should 
consider  agriculture  as  the  primary  object  of  their 
Attention.  This  is  a  position  that  will  not  be  dis- 
puted, since  we  know  that  the  hope  of  our  species 
most  prosper  or  perish;  that  our  numbeors  must  be 
^7  or  few,  aooording  as  the  soil  is  well  or  ill 
caltivated ;  aooording  to  the  abundance  or  scarcity 
of  provisions.  Tiiese  facts  being  granted,  we  are 
only  to  bqnire,  what  are  the  most  certain  and 


means  whatever.  Bounties  can  never  prove  effect- 
^l;  they  may  serve  to  introduce  a  foreign  plant, 
out  they  cannot  produce  industry  nor  plenty, 
uie  general  demand  for  any  article  never  fails  to 
increase  the  manufacture  of  that  article.     The 


great  demand  for  provisions  to  be  exported,  will 
not  fail  to  produce  abundance  of  provisions  in  the 
country. 

The  simple  calls  of  nature,  the  mere  necessity 
of  supporting  life,  is  not  a  sufficient  spring  to  actiye 
indusbry ;  it  seldom  gives  birth  to  persevering  dili« 
gence.  Artificial  wants  and  passions  must  come 
to  our  flssiBtanoe  before  we  can  shake  off  the  in- 
dolence of  nature,  and  apply  ourselves  steadily  to 
work.  Let  a  man  discover  that  industry  will  pro- 
cure him  the  luxuries  as  well  as  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  work.  Let  the  fanner 
see  a  ready  market  for  all  the  produce  that  is  not 
consumed  by  his  family,  and  he  will  commonly 
have  sometmng  to  sell ;  let  no  such  market  pre- 
sent itsdf,  and  his  faiEdly  will  frequently  suffer 
from  the  want  of  necessaries.  Every  man  who 
considers  the  effects  of  frequent  and  long  embar- 
goes, must  discover  that  they  generally  produce  a 
scarcity  oi  provisiona  The  late  war  operated  in 
t|iis  country  as  an  embargo.  What  was  the  effect  ? 
The  spirit  of  agriculture  became  torpid ;  the  plow 
slept  m  the  furrow.  Let  us  for  a  moment  cast  an 
eye  on  the  history  of  cities  and  nations.  They 
have  risen  into  greatness  or  sunk  into  obscurityi 
according  to  the  measure  of  their  commerce.  By 
the  creative  power  of  foreign  commerce,  Palmyra 
and  Alexandria  arose  out  of  sandy  deserts,  and 
Venice  out  of  the  sea.  By  the  same  power  we  have 
seen  nations  become  wealthy  and  numerous. 

If  we  agree  Uiat  industry,  population,  and  wealth 
are  promoted  by  foreign  commerce,  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  granted  that  our  commerce  should  be 
managed  by  native  citizens.  In  order  to  secure  a 
sufficient  number  of  seamen,  we  should  make  it 
the  interest  of  every  master  or  owner  of  a  vessel 
to  have  one  or  more  apprenticea  For  this  pur- 
pose, it  may  be  proper  to  impose  a  small  additional 
duty  of  tonnage  on  every  American  bottom,  per-* 
haps  one  cent  per  ton  may  be  sufficient.  A  draw* 
back  of  ninety  per  cent,  of  this  duty  may  be  allow* 
ed,  to  such  vessels  as  are  navigated  by  a  certain 
number  of  apprentices,  native  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  according  to  their  several  burdens.  I 
have  mentioned  ninety  per  cent,  because  it  may 
be  proper  that  a  small  portion  of  this^duty  should 
pass  to  a  separate  account  that  shall  presently  be 
mentioned.  The  amount  of  domestic  tonnage  fov 
the  last  year  was  $504,900,  at  six  cents  per  ton, 
this  ^ving  |30,294 ;  hence  it  will  follow*  that  one 
additional  cent  per  ton  would  produce  $5,049. 
The  amount  is  small,  perhaps  it  should  be  doubled. 

While  I  am  recommending  the  increase  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,  I  should  not  do  justice  to  my  own 
feelings,  if  I  did  not  recommend  another  measure 
that  is  equally  connected  with  commerce.  I  mean 
a  general  provision  for  sick  and  infirm  seamen.  I 
do  not  contemplate  the  building  of  two  or  three 
great  houses  in  some  of  our  principal  cities}  houses 
that  might  administer  to  tne  vanity  of  a  nation, 
rather  than  to  the  general  comfort  of  sick  and  in- 
firm sailors.  I  would  consult  the  cause  of  human- 
ity, not  of  pride. 

Wherever  it  is  probable  that  sailors  may  be  sick, 
there  I  would  make  provision  for  their  support  and 
comfort.    Hospitals  should  be  erectedi  or  lodgings 
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hired,  as  the  case  may  be,  at  eyer^  port  of  entry 
in  the  United  States,  ior  sick  and  infirm  seamen, 
where  they  may  be  properly  attended  darine  their 
several  indispositions.  The  money  to  be  ooUected 
at  the  seyenu  ports  as  hospital  money,  should  be 
expended  at  such  port,  and  at  no  other  place,  un- 
der the  care  of  such  persons  as  may  be  described 
for  that  purpose.  Let  a  small  deduction  be  made 
from  the  wages  of  eyeir  seaman,  to  be  naid  at  the 
several  ports  of  entry  for  their  use.  I  nave  men- 
tioned a  deduction  from  their  wages,  because  this 
mode  of  raisiuff  hospital  money  would  probably  be 
most  acceptable,  and  because  it  is  certainly  the 
most  eouitable  tax  that  can  be  levied. 

It  wul  readily  be  perceived,  that  the  two  sub- 
jects I  have  mentioned  are  nearly  allied.  While 
we  attempt  to  increase  the  number  of  native  sea- 
men for  the  extension  of  commerce  and  ^neral 
prosperity  of  agriculture,  we  should  be  solicitous  to 
protect  and  cherish  this  useful  class  of  our  fellow - 
citizens.  The  direct  tendency  of  the  additional 
tonnage,  is  to  increase  the  number  of  apprentices, 
and  if  this  measure  should  have  the  desired  effect, 
the  greater  part  of  that  duty  will  be  discharged  in 
drawbacks.  A  small  portion  of  the  duty  will  be 
retained  according  to  the  plan  mentioned,  and 
some  owners,  less  carofiil,  will  occasionally  pay  the 
whole  duty.  Perhaps  the  product  of  the  addi- 
tional cent  may  be  $1,000  per  annum.  This  ba- 
lance ma^  very  properly  be  applied  towards  a 
fund  for  sick  and  infirm  seamen.  This  fund,  how- 
ever, being  contingent,  and  at  most  very  inade- 
quate to  tne  ffeneral  use  of  seamen,  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  m&e  a  small  stoppage  of  their  wages  as 
a  uniform  and  certain  fund  for  the  support  of  those 
yery  persons  when  they  are  sick. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  two  bills  that  I  would 
recommend  to  the  attention  of  this  House.  If  I 
have  viewed  these  subjects  in  a  more  serious  liffht ; 
if  I  have  been  more  anxious  than  other  members 
to  bring  them  before  the  House,  the  situation  of 
my  constituents,  and  the  laws  of  our  State,  will  be 
my  excuse.  That  part  of  North  Carolina  in  which 
I  live,  abounds  in  navigable  waters,  many  of  my 
fellow-citizens  are  owners  of  vessels,  and  many  go 
to  sea. 

The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  attentive  to 
the  wants  and  desires  of  the  people,  have  lately 
passed  a  law  to  raise  money  by  a  tax  on  the  wages 
of  seamen,  for  the  support  of  sick  and  infirm  sefr- 
men.  This  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  their  desire  to 
cherish  commerce,  and  give  particular  assistance 
to  those  useful  members  of  the  community. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  moving  that 
committees  may  be  appointed  to  bring  in  buls  for 
the  purposes  mentionra. 

Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Laurance,  Mr.  Good- 
hue, Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Barnwell, 
were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress : 

On  that  part  which  relates  to  the  reduction  of 


the  Public  Debt,  Mr.  Fitzsimons  offered  a  too- 
lution  to  the  following  purport : 

**  Resolved,  At  the  opinion  of  this  Conmiittee,  thai 
measures  for  the  reductioo  of  so  mach  of  the  poUie 
debt  as  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  redeem, 
ought  to  be  adopted ;  and  that  the  Secretaiy  of  tbe 
Treasury  be  directed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  purpofe." 

Mr.  Madison  wished  for  informatioa  before  he 
could  agree  to  the  motion  just  made.  The  exact 
state  of  our  finances  he  conceived  neceasary  to  be 
well  known  before  measures  were  taken  for  the 
reduction  of  the  debt.  The  House  of  Represent- 
atives had  already  unequivocally  expressed  their 
sentiments  on  the  subject,  in  their  answer  to  tbe 
President's  Speech ;  but  it  was  not  tioie,  he  con- 
ceived, for  the  adoption  of  mtesures  with  a  view 
to  realize  what  appeared  to  be  the  general  wi^, 
until  the  information  on  which  those  measures 
were  to  be  grounded  was  received. 

Mr.  FiTZSlMONS  argued,  that  the  motion,  if 
adopted,  would  call  forth  the  information  necesa- 
ry  to  ground  a  final  measure  upon.  Tlie  recom- 
mendation from  the  President  was  strong,  snd 
the  answer  of  the  House  as  positive ;  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  he  therefore  supposed,  oonld  exist 
as  to  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  debt.  The 
United  States  had  paid  a  valuable  consideration 
for  the  right  of  reducing  it,  and  the  firet  opportu- 
nity of  nudLing  use  of  that  right,  he  conceived  tbe 
best. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  of  opinion  that  informs- 
tion  would  come  in  of  course.  The  President, 
he  suggested,  no  doubt,  was  acquainted  with  tbe 
situation  of  the  revenue,  when  he  recommended 
thereductionof  the  debt  at  the  present  time.  He 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  motion.  He  declared  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  our  public  debt  was  our  most 
dangerous  enemy ;  he  wished  it  could  be  reduced 
twice  as  fhst ;  the  irredeemable  quaUty  of  part  of 
it  he  much  disliked. 

Mr.  Madison  asain  expressed  it  as  his  opinion 
that  information  should  form  the  basb  of  any  pro- 
vision for  the  reduction  of  the  debt  If  the  mo- 
tion was  carried,  information  no  doubt  could  be 
obtained  before  the  flual  adoption  of  any  measure; 
but  he  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  making  that 
information  the  groundwork  of  any  proceeding  on 
so  important  a  su^ect. 

r  Mr.  Mercer. — No  Question,  he  eonceived,  wis 
of  more  importance  tnan  that  involved  in  the 
motion  before  the  House.  He  wished  for  time  to 
make  up  his  mind  on  it.  It  invcdved  one  question 
which  had  occasioned  very  warm  debate  in  the 
House,  and  which  was  depided  but  by  a  small 
majority;  he  alluded  to  the  reference  made  last 
session  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
conceived  it  improper  to  commit  to  any  man  what 
he  was  bound  nimself  to  do.  He  conceived  the 
power  of  the  House  to  originate  plans  of  finance, 
to  lay  new  burdens  on  the  people  intrusted  to 
them  by  their  constituents,  as  incommunicable. 
As  to  the  main  object  of  the  motion,  he  rather 
doubted  the  propriety  of  adopting,  at  present,  a 

Sreraature  system  for  the  reduction  of  the  public 
ebt    The  House,  he  said,  stood  in  a  very  deli* 
cate  situation.    A  ftdler  representation  will  shortly 
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gQcceed  the  present  Ho  saw  a  propriety  in  making 
a  temporary  proTision  to  redeenii  in  order  to  secure 
the  right  of  reducing  in  future.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  consent  to  a  delay  of  a  day  or  two, 
when  members  would  be  better  prepared. 

Mr.  Sinni,  of  South  Carolina,  conceived,  that  as 
the  motion  had  been  made  and  seconded,  some  de- 
cision must  be  obtained  on  it,  or  that  the  Commit- 
tee must  rise.  He  saw  no  good  reason  for  leaving 
it  to  a  future  House  to  adopt  a  permanent  plan 
of  reduction.  If  it  was  now  thought  too  earlv 
a  period  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object,  it 
would  be  a  good  reason  for  deferring  it;  but  if 
it  was  full  time,  measures  for  that  purpose  should 
be  adopted ;  they  should  go  forward.  If  the  gen- 
tleman required  further  time  to  make  up  his 
mind,  the  Committee  might  rise,  and  sit  again  in 
a  day  or  twa 

He  next  made  some  reply  to  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  last  up,  to  that  part  of  the  motion 
which  contemplated  a  reference  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  ultimate  decision,  he  re- 
marked, in  no  one  point,  was  relinquished  by  such 
a  reference.  If  such  a  reference  was  unconstitu- 
tional, he  observed,  much  business  bad  been  cour 
ducted  in  the  House  in  an  unconstitutional  man- 
ner, bj  repeated  references  to  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments. The  reference  of  business  to  select 
committees  would  be  unconstitutional,  he  said,  on 
the  same  ground. 

Turning  on  the  main  question — ^the  House,  he 
conceived,  were  in  possession  of  information  al- 
ready, that  would  warrant  a  beginning  in  the  work 
of  reducing  the  public  debt  From  the  report  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  read  in  the 
morning,  it  appeared  that  they  had  funds  remain- 
ing in  their  hands. 

The  House  had  pledeed  themselves,  in  their 
answer  to  the  Pki&ident  s  Address,  to  proceed  on 
the  task :  now  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  future  Con- 
gress, would  appear  like  great  reluctance  to  go  into 
the  measure,  and  would  argue  great  unsteadiness. 
The  system  to  be  adopted  for  the  purpose  contem- 
plated, could  not,  he  conceived,  be  attempted,  in 
the  first  instance,  in  so  large  a  body  as  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House.  He  hoped  the  question 
on  the  motion  would  obtain  a  decision  at  the  pres- 
ent time ;  but  if  the  gentleman  persisted  in  request- 
ing a  delay,  he  wished  the  Committee  to  rise,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  conceived,  the  House  did  not  need 
Any  more  information  than  they  were  in  possession 
of,  to  see  the  propriety  of  adopting  immediate 
measures  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt  The  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  evident,  he  said,  are  payine  more 
than  the  market  interest  upon  their  debt  It  sells 
above  par,  and,  considering  the  rate  at  which  loans 
can  be  obtained  in  Europe  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  that  mode  of  reducing  the  debt  was, 
he  said,  incoiitrovertibly  eligible.  It  would  be 
economical  for  an  individual,  in  similar  circum- 
stances, to  effect  a  reduction;  and  the  case  was 
the  same,  the  United  States  being  in  the  place  of 
that  individual.  It  was  agreed  to  in  the  House,  he 
said,  and  re-echoed  out  of  doors,  that  a  public  debt 
vas  a  public  evil ;  it  was  the  duty,  therefore,  of 


the  Representatives  of  the  people,  to  use  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  whenever  opportunity  offered, 
to  reduce  it 

He  made  some  observations  on  the  propriety  of 
referring  the  subject  to  the  Secretarv,  for  informa- 
tion and  his  opinicm ;  and  concluded  by  declaring, 
that,  viewing  the  main  question  as  he  first  stated, 
he  could  not  see  any  necessity  in  deferring  a  ques- 
tion on  the  motion. 

Mr.  Mbbcbr  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  dis- 
inclination some  gentlemen  appeared  to  show  to 
a  full  discussion  on  so  important  a  subject  He 
again  objected  to  a  reference.  That  mode  of  con- 
ducting business  in  the  House,  he  said,  had  given 
very  general  dissatisfaction.  The  mode  was  adopted 
by  a  small  majority.  The  House  had  received, 
since  its  adoption,  an  accession  of  new  members ; 
besides,  since,  every  member  had  mixed  with  his 
constituents,  and  opinions  might  consequently  have 
varied  since  that  time.  For  his  part,  he  said,  he 
should  pay  great  and  implicit  regard  to  the  opinion 
of  his  constituents. 

He  again  adverted'  to  the  nature  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  the  House  by  the  Constitution,  in  origi- 
nating money  bills,  &c.,  and  dwelt  on  the  true 
import  of  the  word  originate,  which  he  conceived 
could  not  be  explained  away,  so  as  to  warrant  a 
reference.  Besides,  he  argued,  is  not  a  body  se- 
lected from  millions  of  the  people  more  adequate 
to  the  task  of  originating  than  a  single  manf 

He  hoped  that  respect  to  the  Prbsidbnt's  re- 
commendation would  never  make  the  House  in- 
attentive to  the  great  interests  of  the  people. 
The  Presidknt's  Address  had  not  been  so  long 
before  the  House,  as  that  a  short  delay  should  argue 
disrespect  But  the  pRssrovNT,  in  his  Address, 
did  not,  he  said,  recommend  a  reference  to  the 
Secretaiy. 

He  was  willing  to  give  a  decision  on  the  first 
part  of  the  motion,  though  he  would  prefer  a  delay 
of  a  day  or  two ;  if  this,  however,  was  not  grant- 
ed, he  should  call,  he  said,  for  a  division  of  the 
question.  He  again  adverted  to  the  propriety  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  redeemable  quality  of  our 
debt  as  soon  as  possible ;  observing  that  the  next 
term  of  payment  of  interest  came  round  with  the 
new  year. 

Ur.  FiTzsiHONs  observed,  that  he  was  in  the 
minority  on  the  question  adverted  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman fi^m  Maryland  [Mr.  Mbscbr  ;]  that  he  had 
not  since  altered  his  opinion  upon  that  .subject,  but 
considered  the  present  reference  as  very  different 
from  the  former,  and  entirely  within  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  act  for  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment He  did  not  believe  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  impose  additional  burdens,  to  effect  a  re- 
duction of  the  debt  He  believed  that  the  existing 
finances,  assisted  by  a  foreign  loan,  would  enable 
the  United  States  to  accomplish  the  obiect  *As  to 
the  reports  from  the  Treasury  or  other  oflScen>, 
they  will  stand  on  their  own  merits.  If  they  are 
bad,  they  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Madison  drew  a  distinction  between  the 
deliberative  functions  of  the  House  and  the  minis- 
terial functions  of  the  Executive  powers.  The 
deliberative    functions,  he  conceived,   should    be 
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first  exercised  before  the  ministerial  began  to  act 
It  should  be  decided  by  the  House,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, he  conceived,  whether  the  debt  should  be 
reduced  by  imposing  new  taxes,  or  by  varying  the 
burdens,  or  by  new  loans.  The  fiindamental  prin- 
ciples of  any  measure,  he  was  of  opinion,  should 
be  decided  in  the  House,  perhaps  even  before  a 
reference  to  a  select  committee.  He  did  not  pre* 
tend  to  determine  whether  the  motion  now  before 
the  House  might  not  involve  a  reference  of  a  minis- 
terial nature  merely.  But  he  well  knew,  he  said, 
that  the  act  establishing  the  Treasury  Department 
had  been  so  construed  as  to  give  it  a  greater  lati- 
tude than  was  contemplated  when  the  law  passed, 
much  against  the  opinion  of  a  great  portion  of  the 

Eeople.  In  the  infancy  of  our  Qovemment,  that 
ktitude  perhaps  might  be  necessary ;  but  he  saw 
no  necessity  for  it  at  present 

Mr.  Page  opposed  a  division  of  the  question,  as 
precluding  debate.  He  wished  the  motion  amend- 
ed, by  sti^ing  out  the  last  part 

Mr.  FiNDLET  was  against  a  reference  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  a  matter  which,  he  con- 
ceived, was  made  the  exclusive  business  of  the 
House  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Mkbokb  expressed  himself  in  fiivor  of  striking 
out  the  last  part  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLBousB  was  of  a  different  opinion.  His 
constituents,  he  conceived,  expected  their  business 
to  be  done  in  the  best  manner  possible,  and  that 
^e  should  not  rely  on  his  own  information  only, 
but  endeavor  to  avail  himself  of  the  information 
of  others.  He  said  he  should  consider  himself 
unequal  to  the  task  of  taking  a  share  in  legislating 
for  the  Union,  if  he  was  to  depend  on  his  own  in- 
formation alone.  He  expect^  to  derive  informa- 
tion from  every  source.  It  was  the  intention  of 
meeting  in  Congress  to  collect  information  from 
every  quarter. 

He  should  despise  any  one,  he  said,  he  should 
despise  himself  if  he  thought  his  judgment  could 
be  improperly  influenced  by  any  plan  reported  by 
any  of  the  Heads  of  Departments.  If  any  system 
originating  with  the  Head  of  a  Department,  ap- 
peared the  best  that  could  be  devised,  it  should 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  House;  but  if  any 
amendment  was  thought  of,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  adopt  or  r^ect  it,  according  to  its  merits. 
He  considered  reports  in  the  light  of  information, 
and  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  receiving  information 
from  every  quarter.    He  was  against  striking  out 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  He 
was  a  inend  to  information,  he  said,  but  the  reports 
from  Heads  of  Departments  he  did  not  consider  in 
the  light  of  information  merely.  It  was  informa- 
tion, and  plans  built  on  that,  and  those  plans  sup- 
ported by  arguments. 

Though  a  law,  he  said,  had  made  it  the  province 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  those 
plana,  the  Constitution  had  not  enjoined  the  House 
to  refer ;  and  he  hoped  the  House,  being  the  mas- 
ters of  their  own  proceedings,  would  originate  such 
measures  themselves.  The  House  had  a  right  to, 
and,  he  conceived,  should  call  for  what  information 
was  wanted  to  enable  them  to  digest  their  own 
plans. 


Mr.  MuKBAT  observed,  that  the  debate  on  the 
propriety  of  referring  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury the  business  contemplated  in  the  matioo,  had 
produced  but  few  new  arguments;  it  was  a  repe- 
tition of  what  was  said  when  the  subject  vraa  be- 
fore the  House  at  another  time.  One  new  idea, 
however,  he  observed,  had  fallen  fiiom  the  gentk- 
man  firom  Virginia,  [Bfr.  Madison,]  via :  his  iSstinc- 
tion  between  deliberative  and  ministerial  fanctions. 
This  distinction,  he  conceived,  is  qualified  by  the 
nature  of  things.  It  is  qualified,  in  thia  instance, 
by  the  law  which  establishes  the  Treasorr  Depart- 
ment That  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  digest  and  report  plans  to  ameliorate  our 
finances,  without  any  call  from  the  House.  True, 
the  business  of  the  House  is  to  deliberate ;  but,  bj 
references,  neither  is  the  power  of  the  House  to 
deliberate  infringed,  nor  does  it  give  the  Secretary 
a  right  legislatively  to  deliberate,  but  to  deliberate 
ministerially ;  and  it  was  important,  he  oonoeivcd, 
in  a  Government  framed  like  ours,  that  such  offi- 
cers should  have  the  power  to  delibenate  in  that 
manner.  The  result  of  their  deliberations  was 
not  obligatory  on  the  House,  no  iurUier  than  it 
was  warranted  by  wisdom.  He  was  arerse  to 
striking  out ;  was  willii^  to  allow  further  time  for 
consideration.  He  should  like  to  see,  for  his  own 
part,  a  statement  of  the  revenue.  He  again  ex- 
pressed it  as  his  firm  opinion,  that  a  report  from 
the  Head  of  a  Department  could  no  further  influ- 
ence the  House  than  by  the  weight  of  the  wisdom 
it  contained.  Whenever  ministerial  influence,  be 
observed,  was  felt  in  the  House,  otherwise  than  by 
weight  of  wisdom,  it  would  but  little  matter,  he 
conceived,  whether  Secretaries  had  it  in  their  power 
to  report  plans  or  not  Reports,  be  conceived, 
would  never  have  an  improper  influence,  as  long  as 
the  LegisUture  preserved  their  character  for  wis- 
dom and  integrity. 

The  information  derived  fi^m  the  Head  of  a 
Department  could  never,  he  suggested,  be  obtained 
in  a  more  proper  manner,  than  by  nolaking  it  the 
foundation  of  deliberation.  Supposing  the  House 
should  undertake  to  originate  without  this  prevh 
ous  step,  and  a  difficulty  should  occur  for  want  of 
information;  it  would  be,  he  conceived,  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  apply  then  to 
the  Secretary  Uat  assistance,  and  more  dangeroos 
to  proceed  in  error  or  ignorance.  He  rather  wished 
for  a  short  delay ;  but,  if  the  question  was  urged, 
he  should  certainly  vote,  he  said,  against  striking 
out 

Mr.  Madison  saw  some  difficulty  in  drawing  the 
exact  line  between  subjects  of  legislative  and  min- 
isterial deliberations,  but  still  sudi  a  line  most  cer- 
tainly existed.  Gentlemen  who  argued  the  pro- 
priety of  calling  on  the  Secretary  for  information, 
plans,  and  propositions,  involved  the  propriety  of 
permitting  that  officer,  in  the  shape  of  a  plan  or 
measure,  to  propose  a  new  tax,  and  say  whether  it 
should  be  a  direct  or  indirect  one.  Yet,  if  it  was 
proposed  directly  to  give  this  power  to  the  Secre- 
tary, few  members,  he  believed,  would  agree  to  it 
He  was  in  fiivor  of  striking  out 

Mr.  Gerbt  said,  that  while  the  law  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department  was  under  considera- 
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tion,  he  had  opposed  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
gftre  the  Seeretary  power  to  propose  to  the  House 
a  tax,  and  a  plan  to  carry  it  into  execution.  He 
conceived  such  a  power  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution.  This  power  is,  however,  in- 
volved in  that  part  of  the  law  which  authorizes  him 
to  propose,  without  being  called  on,  plans  for  the 
lopport  of  credit,  for  the  reduction  of  the  public 
debt,  dec  The  Secretary,  nevertheless,  knowing 
probably  that  that  power,  granted  him  by  the  law, 
was  looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye  bv  many  mem^ 
bers  of  the  House,  has  never  exercised  it 

He,  however,  was  not  avetse  to  referring  the 
object  of  the  motion  to  the  Secretary.  He  saw  an 
impossibility,  if  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  in  rendering  the  intended  measure  an  uni* 
form  part  of  the  great  financial  whole.  The  clash- 
ing of  various  opinions  would  prevent  it.  If  the 
influence  of  the  Secretary  was  formidable,  he  con- 
ceived it  would  be  much  more  dangerous  if  exert- 
ed agfainst  a  select  committee,  than  in  the  whole 
House.  He  hoped  the  last  part  of  the  resolution 
would  not  be  struck  out 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuBSDAT,  November  20. 

Od  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  there  be 
allowed  to  Joseph  Henderson  — ^-  per  annum,  in 
compensation  for  his  services  as  Naval  Paymaster 
to  the  Navy  Board,  for  the  Eastern  Department, 
from  the  6th  day  of  August,  1778,  to 1783 — 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion,  together  with  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
petition  of  the  said  Joseph  Henderson,  which  was 
nuule  to  this  House  on  the  30th  of  April  last>  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  William  Constable  and  Com- 
pany, merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  amount  of  the  drawback  on  a  quantity  of  teas 
exported  from  the  port  of  New  York,  and  duly 
landed  in  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  in  France,  in  the  year 
1790,  of  which  they  are  possessed  of  sufficient 
evidence,  although  not  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

THE  MILITIA  LAW. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

JUdolvedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  amend  the  Militia  law  passed  last  seBston. 

Mr.  LivBKMORE  rose  to  inquire,  what  particular 
part  of  the  law  was  the  object  of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  McRRAT  explained.  He  informed  the  House 
that  it  had  special  reference  to  the  clause  which 
respects  arming  the  Militia.  He  said,  the  injunc- 
tions of  the  law,  in  this  particular,  imposed  equal 
burdens,  on  shoulders  infinitely  disproportioned  as 
to  their  capacity  to  sustain  them ;  it  enjoins  duties 


on  the  major  part  of  the  Militia,  of  such  a  nature, 
as  renders  the  law  totally  impracticable.  A  man 
not  worth  one  farthing,  is  suDJected  to  the  same 
expense  with  one  who  may  be  worth  ten  thousand 
pounds  a  year ;  the  ine<}uality,  evident  in  the  ope- 
ration of  such  a  requisition,  is  a  glaring  instance  of 
injustice,  and  calls  loudly  for  Legislative  interposi- 
tion and  relief.  He  adverted  to  the  particular  situa- 
tion of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  show  the  imprac- 
ticability of  carrying  the  hiw  into  execution  in  that 
part  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Williamson  suggested  an  alteration  in  the 
resolution.  It  would  be  better,  in  his  ouinion,  to 
have  it  read,  a  bill  to  amend  the  Militia  law.  He 
moved  for  thia  alteration.  Mr.  W.  observed,  that 
he  thought  the  law  susceptible  of  several  amend- 
ments; out  with  respect  to  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  he  said  it  applied  with 
equal  force  to  many  other  parts  of  the  law,  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  the  general  performance  of 
Militia  duty. 

Mr.  LivERMOHS  stated  some  objections  to  the  in- 
definiteness  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Grebhup  observed,  that  he  had  seconded 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  be> 
cause  he  thought' many  parte  of  the  law  might  be 
amended  in  such  manner,  as  to  make  it  more  ap- 
plieable  to  the  eifeuAstances  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  which,  from  its  peculiar  situation,  could  not 
derive  those  advantages  from  the  law,  which  other 
parts  of  the  Union  might ;  the  want  of  which  were 
sensibly  felt  He  preferred  adopting  the  words  to 
amende  in  lieu  of  "  supplementary." 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB  objected  to  the  motion.  He 
thought  that  competent  relief,  in  the  case  com- 
plained of«  might  be  obtained  from  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  idded,  that  the  law  had  scarcely  got 
into  operation ;  some  of  the  States  have  made  pro- 
vision to  carry  it  into  execution ;  others  are  about 
doing  the  same ;  and  he  doubted  the  policy  exceed- 
ingly of  taking  anv  steps  in  the  matter,  before  any 
experience  of  the  law  has  been  had. 

Mr.  FiTZSDfOHs  offered  some  remarks  of  a  similar 
nature. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  the  motion.  He  urged  a 
variety  of  reasons  to  show  the  importance  of  taking 
immediate  measures  to  amend  and  ameliorate  the 
law ;  if  this  is  not  done,  he  said,  it  will  sanction  the 
idea,  already  entertained  by  many  of  the  respectable 
citizens  of  the  Union,  that  there  is  a  disinclination 
on  the  part  of  nianv  members  of  the  Legislature,  to 
provide  for  an  effective  Militia — that  a  necessity 
may  be  induced  for  a  standing  army.  He  adverted 
to  the  injustice  of  the  requisition,  which  enjoins, 
that  a  man  who  is  not  worth  twenty  shillings 
should  incur  an  expense  of  twenty  pounds  in 
equipping  himself  as  a  Militia  man. 

Mr.  Murray's  motion,  for  a  committee,  was 
negatived;  fourteen  members  only  rising  in  the 
aflSrmativc. 

THE  PRESIDENTS  SPEECH. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
Prbsidbrt  of  the  Urttbd  States  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  expressed  reluctance  in  being 
obliged  to  rise  on  the  present  occasion,  but  the 
striking  out  the  latter  part  of  the  proposition  be- 
came indispensable,  in  order  to  defeat  the  danger- 
ous doctrine  of  precedents,  and  prevent  a  fnture 
plea  on  the  ground  of  construction.  He  was  aware 
of  the  consequences,  and  that  the  practice,  unless 
it  should  be  relinquished,  would  lead  to  no  good. 
It  has  been  too  common,  when  a  certain  object  is 
to  be  carried-— to  avoid  the  defeat  which  a  direct 
attack  might  produce — to  wind  round,  in  order  to 
make  its  attainment  the  more  certain,  by  gradual 
approaches;  By  one  motion,  made  on  doubtful 
ground,  supported  by  arguments  applying  to  its 
particular  nature,  keeping  the  doubtful  tendency 
out  of  sight,  one  step,  by  the  success  of  the  first 
motion,  is  made  over  the  true  line;  another  mo- 
tion follows,  backed  by  the  first  as  a  precedent,  and 
a  further  encroachment  is  efiected,  till  when  it 
becomes  evident,  by  such  gradual  encroachments, 
that  they  are  advancing  to  dangerous  ground ;  but 
then,  to  excuse  a  further  trespass,  precedents  innu- 
merable, the  general  nature  of  which  (although 
hitherto  kept  out  of  sight)  now  become  a  strong 
argument  against  receding. 

When  gentlemen  talk  of  light  and  information 
only,  he  would  agree  with  them,  for  he  wished  to 
obtain  it  from  every  proper  source.  It  has  been 
made  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Depsrtments  to 
give  information  to  the  Legislature,  but  this  infor- 
mation should  relate,  merely,  in  his  opinion,  to 
statements  of  facts  and  details  of  business,  but  the 
laws  should  be  framed  by  the  Legislature,  after 
they  had  acquired  this  information. 

Ue  wished  that  it  might  be  explicitly  and  finally 
determined  how  far  the  Legislative  business  shoula 
be  solely  transacted  by  the  Legislature,  and  how 
much  be  referred  to  Executive  Departments.  He 
conceived  there  was  a  solid  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  House,  on  this  point,  as  well  as  out  of  doors. 
Some  persons  conceive  that  the  more  of  the  affairs 
of  society  that  are  thrown  into  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals, there  will  be  the  greater  security  against 
error.  Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  many 
who  entertained  a  contrary  opinion,  that  there  is 
less  danger  of  passion  influencing  large  Legislative 
bodies,  and  that  the  clashing  of  interests  amongst 
them  is  a  security  against  partial  and  improper 
bias,  at  the  same  time  that  it  keeps  them  more 
free. 

He  did  not  mean  to  criminato  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, but  certainly  the  law  which  establishes 
It,  is  couched  in  such  general  language  as  to  afford 
a  latitude  for  the  introduction  of  new  systems,  such 
as  were  never  expected  by  the  Legislature. 

He  had  frequently,  on  former  occasions,  remarked, 
and  now  repeated  it,  that  the  whole  of  this  mode 
was  introduced  under  cover  of  referring  the  petition 
of  the  Pennsylvania  public  creditors  (whilst  Con- 
gress sat  at  New  York)  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  directions  to  report  a  plan  respect- 
ing the  public  credit  But  few  of  the  members 
then  suspected,  or  indeed  entertained  an  idea,  that 
that  reference  should  have  produced  the  plan  of  the 
Funding  System,  or  that  the  Excise  would  be  the 
consequence. 


The  impost  system  which  the  House  originated 
previous  to  those  plans^  was  framed  upon  verv  dif- 
ferent grounds:  first  principles  were  adverted  to; 
information  was  collected  from  all  parts,  with  great 
labor.  Had  the  Treasury  Department  been  estab- 
lished then«  this  informaUon  might  have  been  pro- 
cured with  less  trouble ;  but  this  once  collected,  the 
Legislature  made  use  of  it,  and  framed  a  law,  the 
formation  of  which  has  not  been  unfavoraUy  con- 
sidered. There  is  a  material  distinction  between 
receiving  information  on  which  to  sround  a  law, 
and  a  plan  of  the  law  ready  formed.  The  latter 
mode  he  was  opposed  to.  Gentlemen  have  said 
that  we  may  reject  what  is  proposed ;  but  in  thi) 
case  we  will  only  be  exercising  a  sort  of  revisiomiry 
power,  very  different  from  a  I^egislative  one;  a 
yery  material  difference  from  what  is  contem- 
plated in  the  Constitution — ^the  difference  between 
originating  and  possessing  only  the  right  of  a  ne- 
gative. 

The  House  have  as  much  power  over  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate,  as  over  the  plan  of  a  bw 
reported  by  the  Secretary.  There  is  but  this  dif- 
ference between  the  cases,  that  the  plans  of  the 
Secretary  are  well  supported  by  argument.  And 
it  is  to  be  presumea  that  he  must  have  been 
strongly  attached  to  these  forms ;  thev  had  become 
children  of  his  mind ;  and  it  would  oe  found  hard 
to  make  him  change  an  opinion  of  a  system  which 
he  had  spent  so  much  time  in  maturing,  although 
we  should  conceive  them  to  be  originated  against 
the  first  principles  of  Government.  Indeed,  it  is 
a  principle  itself,  that  the  Legislative  and  Execu- 
tive Departments  should  be  kept  as  far  distant  as 
possible.  We,  whose  privilege  it  is  to  originate 
the  laws,  should  have  no  remote  view  of  M?an- 
tage.  Although  it  is  difficult  to  amend  the  defect- 
ive parts  in  a  complicated  system  without  endan- 
gering the  uniformity  of  tlie  whole,  yet  it  is  less 
difficult  to  put  together  the  parts  from  collected 
materials,  and  to  amend  a  plan  before  it  has  been 
matured. 

The  objections  which  he  at  first  entertained  to 
this  metliod  of  calling  for  matured  plans  from  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  were  growing  every  day 
stronger  in  his  mind.  The  propriety  of  keeping 
the  Legislative,  Judicial,  and  Executive  powers 
distinct  from  each  other,  is  founded  in  good  sense. 
It  is  dangerous  to  intrust  those  who  have  a  pros- 
pect of  deriving  some  advantage  in  the  execution 
of  a  law,  to  have  any  hand  in  framing  it  And  it 
is  as  improper  for  the  Legislative  to  attend  to  the 
execution  of  a  law,  as  it  is  for  the  Eitecntive  to 
meddle  in  the  business  of  legislaUon.  The  prin- 
ciple, if  once  admitted,  may  be  carried  to  such 
lengths  as  to  admit  the  Judiciary  to  ait  in  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  we  shall  have  them 
here,  in  their  long  robes,  introducing  plans  of  laws, 
with  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury-  and  War 
Departments.  The  strong  sense  he  bad  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  keeping  the  Departments  distinct,  had 
siich  force  upon  his  mind  as  to  occasion  his  oppo- 
sition even  to  the  introduction  of  the  two  Secre- 
taries, the  other  day,  to  answer  interrogatories  in 
the  House.  Such  a  precedent,  he  feared,  might 
I  prove  a  dangerous  one,  and  lean  to  an  iDterference 
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in  more  Important  points.  He  confessed,  how- 
ever, that  in  some  instances  the  different  Depart- 
ments ^f  Government  must  necessarily,  in  some 
degree,  be  blended ;  but  he  insisted  that  they  should 
be  kept  separate  as  much  as  possible. 

Some  gentlemen  have  gone  so  far  as  to  intimate 
that  the  barrier  between  them  is  chiefly  theoreti- 
cal, that  it  is  only  a  paper  barrier.  To  be  sure, 
said  he,  the  barrier  laid  down  in  the  Constitution 
for  the  separation  of  the  Departments,  is  not  a 
fence  to  keep  out  wild  beasts,  nor  a  ditch  against  a 
savage  enemy,  nor  even  like  the  wall  of  China,  to 
keep  out  the  Tartars ;  yet  it  is  not  so  theoretical 
as  not  to  be  explicitly  understood,  and  we  ought 
to  make  it  as  strong  and  impregnable  as  if  it  were 
a  mound. 

Experience  is  strongly  in  favor  of  this  principle. 
Both  modes  of  originating  laws  have  been  tried ; 
but  that  system  which  originated  in  the  House, 
according  to  his  opinion,  had  sat  well  on  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  whose  interests  and  wishes,  joys 
and  sorrows,  must  be  better  known  to  their  Repre- 
sentatives than  it  is  possible  for  any  Executive 
officer  to  be  acquainted  with,  in  so  extensive  a 
country.  Had  the  same  principle  been  followed 
in  the  originating  of  the  Excise  law,  as  was  in  the 
Impost,  it  would  most  probably  have  sat  better 
upon  the  people.  His  constituents,  he  contended, 
had  a  right  to  have  their  feelings  represented ;  and 
if  he  found  it  impracticable  to  make  their  voice 
heard,  and  sehtiroents  understood  with  effect  in 
the  House,  be  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  try 
another  mode  of  forwarding  their  interests.  He 
would  go  to  where  svstems  originated,  and  there 
he  would  thrust  in  what  information  an  acquaint- 
ance with  his  constituents  put  him  in  possession 
of^  and  demand  it  as  a  right  that  their  feelings 
should  be  consulted.  He  knew  it  would  be  an- 
SHTcred,  that  information  was  received  at  the  Trea- 
sury by  private  letters  and  by  private  conversa- 
tions. But  this  was  often  deceitful  information; 
he  knew  it  to  be  so  in  many  instances,  and  that 
those  persons  who  gave  this  information  would  not 
have  readily  owned  it  amongst  their  neighbors, 
who  might  consider  that  their  legal  Represent- 
atives were  the  onljr  true  sources  from  which 
mformation,  concerning  their  wants  or  desires, 
should  be  derived.  If  any  other  mode  shall  be 
pursued,  it  cannot  come  to  good.  Upon  the  whole, 
Le  was  against  the  reference,  and  wished  that  part 
of  the  motion  to  be  struck  out 

Mr.  White  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  spoke  against  the  unqualified  prac- 
tice of  giving  such  extensive  powers  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  House  which  will 
succeed  tho  present  will  condemn  those  measures, 
and  he  foresaw  all  these  dangers  in  the  second 
session  of  the  First  Congress ;  that  there  would 
hardly  be  an  object  of  taxation,  but  what  might 
be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  to 
manage.  Indeed,  the  power  given  to  that  officer 
exceeds  the  whole  powers  possessed  by  the  Senate, 
for  their  plans  do  not  come  accompanied  with  the 
improper  influence  of  lengthy  argument  He 
wished,  if  it  were  possible,  Uiat  the  House  might 
be  left  to  exerdse  their  own  judgments,  and  that 
2d  Cow.— 23 


the  Secretary  should  be  restricted  to  the  more  Ex- 
ecutive part  of  the  business  of  managing  the  reve- 
nue after,  and  not  before,  it  has  been  established 
by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  QiLES  was  sorry  to  hear  this  old  contest 
again  agitated.  He  was  also  against  the  refer- 
ence, and  lamented  the  wrong  construction  which 
had  been  put  upon  the  Constitution.  He  also 
declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  some  of  the 
measures  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  discovered  a  princely  ignorance  of  the 
country,  for  the  wants  and  wishes  of  one  part  had 
been  sacrificed  to  the  interest  of  the  other. 

Mr.  MuKiiAT  was  in  favor  of  the  reference. 

Mr.  Gerry  also  spoke  for  it  He  read  the  bill 
for  establishing*  the  Treasury  Department,  from 
which  he  argued  that  the  House  was  bound,  that 
it  was  their  duty,  to  refer  to  the  Secretary  for 
plans,  &c.y  and  he  saw  no  cause  for  jealousy,  or 
for  any  faction  to  be  raised  against  that  officer. 

Mr.  Meucer  expressed  much  astonishment  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
should  suggest  an  idea  that  a  faction  (as  he  termed 
it)  could  exist  in  that  House  against  the  Secretary 
01  the  Treasury ;  his  native  manliness  of  character 
must  have  fled  before  he  could  admit  so  humiliat- 
ing a  position.  That  mind  must  be  degraded  with- 
in, it  must  have  been  sensible  of  a  degradation 
without,  before  it  could  so  far  relinquish  the  self- 
love  and  self-esteem  engrafted  in  our  natures,  as 
to  descend  into  a  faction  against  a  Secretary.  As 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged inferiority  to  no  created  being.  As  one  of 
their  Representatives  in  the  Supreme  Legislative 
Council,  he  considered  himself  in  a  situation  more 
responsible,  and  invested  with  an  authority  more 
important  and  dignified  than  that  of  any  Secretary 
whatever.  And  whatever  might  be  the'  opinions 
of  other  gentlemen,  these  impressions  should  uc- 
company  him  through  every  stage  of  his  political 
conduct ;  and  they  would  justify  the  uniform  per- 
severance with  which  he  had  and  should  continue 
to  preserve  the  full  and  entire  exercise  of  the  pow- 
ers vested  in  him  by  the  Constitution.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  cited  a  law  to  enforce  this 
reference.  If  this  was  the  case,  they  had  no  power 
to  deliberate.  This  surely  must  be  .admitted  and 
be  unconstitutional.  No  former  Congress  could 
deprive  themselves  and  their  successors  of  this 
most  important  of  all  their  powers,  and  render 
themselves  the  cyphers  and  instruments  of  an  in- 
dividual. If  it  gave  the  Secretary  the  exclusive 
right  to  originate,  it  was  waste  paper,  it  was  nu- 
gatory and  void ;  if  it  did  not,  he  did  not  see  why 
It  should  be  urged.  If  it  was  not  wholly  exclusive, 
it  ought  not  to  be  partially  so ;  for  by  parting  with 
the  power  by  a  reference,  it  could  not  be  again 
taken  up  until  a  report,  which  could  never  make 
its  appearance  until  accommodated  to  the  wishes 
of  a  majority.  Those  who  did  not  participate  in 
this  out-of-doors  legislation,  were  excluded  from 
all  the  benefits  of  Government,  for  a  majority  once 

S^eed,  no  representations  could  break  or  alter  it 
e  thought  himself  authorized  to  say  so,  from  the 
principles  and  theory  of  human  nature,  and  from 
the  practice  of  the  House.    But,  to  lay  aside  (as 
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he  ought  to  do)  cotemporarj  exposition,  and  to 
expound  the  law  by  the  Constitution,  be  thought 
he  could  reconcile  them.  The  Constitution  had 
divided  the  delegated  powers  of  the  people  among 
the  three  branches,  LegislatiTe,  Executive,  and  Ju- 
diciary, neither  of  which  could  alter  or  transfer 
the  powers  so  vested.  The  Legislative  was  the 
first,  and  the  source  which  brought  into  activity 
the  other  two.  The  law  must  be  made  by  them ; 
it  must  be  expounded  and  supplied  bv  the  Judiciary, 
and  executed  by  the  Executive ;  the  two  last,  by 
the  nature  of  things,  flow  from,  and  so  far  are  de- 
pendent on  the  first,  as  the  only  source.  Thus  the 
Constitution  speaks  of  Heads  of  Departments  and 
inferior  tribunals :  it  does  not  describe  their  duties ; 
when  the  Legislature  describes  their  duties,  they 
must  be  expounded  as  Executive  or  Judiciary 
duties,  accordingly  as  they  may  respect  or  apper- 
tain to  either  branch.  The  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments are  the  inferior  organs  of  the  Executive 
power.  The  Constitution  permits  the  head  of 
that  branch  to  propose  plans ;  it  may  be  proper, 
then,  that  the  different  Secretaries  may  prepare 
such  plans  as  are  within  their  respective  Depart- 
ments, which  the  Chief  Magistrate  may  propose 
to  the  Legislature,  if  he  sees  nt ;  and  when  so  done, 
it  is  constitutioniJ,  and  the  Legislature  may,  or 
may  not,  at  their  discretion,  take  them  up.  Any 
other  exposition  is  unconstitutional  and  idle.  They 
are  also  the  expositions  of  the  documents  and  in- 
formation that  arise  in  the  administration  of  Go- 
vernment which  this  House  may  require  of  the 
Executive  Magistrate,  and  which  he  will  commu- 
nicate as  he  sees  fit  The  House  may  ^  too  far 
in  asking  information.  He  may  constitutionally 
deny  such  information  of  facts  there  deputed  as 
are  fit  to  he  communicated  and  may  assist  in  legis- 
lation I  always  wish  for.  But  I  want  no  opinions 
resulting  from  him.  If  they  are  to  infiuence  me, 
they  are  wrong ;  if  not  to  influence,  they  are  useless. 
This  mode  of  procedure,  of  originating  laws  with 
the  Secretary,  destroys  all  responsibility ;  it  throws 
it  on  a  man  not  elected  by  the  people,  and  over 
whom  they  have  no  control.  Men  will  go  in  a 
crowd,  and  fflide  down  a  current,  embarked  in  a 
system  which  no  one  of  them  would  have  dared 
to  propose.  That  practice  has  proved  the  theory, 
let  the  Executive  law  evince.  Originating  with 
the  Secretary,  it  met  little  opposition;  and  I  do 
not  believe  uiat  any  one  member,  relying  on  his 
individual  responsibility  to  bis  constituents,  would 
have  openly,  in  this  House,  originated  the  design. 
A  cavil,  however,  is  raised  on  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  confines  the  originating  money 
bills  to  this  House  exclusively.  It  is  said,  by  some, 
a  bill  is  not  originated  until  it  has  passed  the 
House.  Suppose  a  bill  goes  through  one  or  two 
readings  here,  and  is  rejected  on  a  third ;  will  any 
man  say,  such  a  bill  never  originated?  Surely 
the  first  application  of  general  principles  to  a  par- 
ticular subject,  is  the  origination,  and  no  subse- 
quent stage  can  be  affixed.  Some  say  the  Secre- 
tary's Reports  are  like  Smith's  Treatise  on  the 
Wealth  of  Nations.  We  do  not  come  here  to  go 
to  school,  or  hear  lectures  from  the  Secretaries  on 
finance  or  any  other  subject    It  would  be  waste 


of  time  to  repeat  arguments  so  often  and  so  ably 
urged.  I  neither  expect  nor  wish  more  than  tem- 
porary expedients  from  the  present  repreaentatien. 
I  look  to  the  succeeding  session,  when  ultimite 
and  final  arrangements,  remedying  the  injustice 
of  the  present  funding  systems  and  oonoomiiaDt 
evils,  will  take  place. 

After  a  few  words  fix>m  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr. 
Pagc,  the  question  for  striking  out  the  latter  part 
of  the  resolution  was  called  for,  and  there  rose  in 
the  affirmative  26,  and  81  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  repotted  the  reiohi- 
tion,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

-^— ^—       ^ 

WsDifxsDAT,  November  21. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Faulkner  and  Edward 
Faulkner  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  to  them 
out  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  Western 
country,  for  the  quantity  to  whieh  they  are  enti- 
tled, as  refugees  from  Nova  Scotia,  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  late  Congress,  of  the  13th  of  April, 
1785. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instructions  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  estaldtsh  a 
uniform  system  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  States ;  and  that  Mr.  Wo- 
L1AM  Smfth,  Mr.  BouniNOT,  Mr.  Laurancb,  Mr. 
Whitb,  and  Mr.  Gbrrt,  be  the  said  conunittee. 

THE  MILITIA  LA^. 

Mr.  Murray  called  for  the  resolution  which  he 
laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  *'  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  repeal  that  clause  of  the  Militia  law 
which  relates  to  the  arming  the  MQitim :"  this  be- 
ing read — 

Mr.  Murray  said  he  still  had  hopes,  though  bis 
first  motion  had  failed.  The  present  motion  was 
to  repeal  the  clause  which  he  hoped  to  prove  ob- 
noxious. As  it  was  more  limited  than  the  former 
one,  and  as  he  did  not  mean  by  this  to  go  into  a 
general  revision  of  the  whole  law,  but  confine  the 
repeal  and  substitute  to  the  arming  clause,  he 
imagined  many  gentlemen  would  support  his  in- 
tentions, who  yesterday  were  averse  to  opening  the 
whole  law  to  revision.  The  clause  in  question  vis 
obnoxious  to  his  constituents ;  a  late  and  most  in- 
timate knowledge  of  his  district  had  enabled  him 
with  great  confidence  to  say  so ;  and  he  had  reason 
to  believe  that  unless  an  alteration  in  the  law  took 
place,  no  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  woald 
give  it  the  desired  operation  in  that  State.  The 
clause  was  disagreeable  to  his  constituents,  because 
it  was  oppressive  in  principle  and  impracticable  in 
its  operation.  It  was  a  principle  of  political  jus- 
tice, which  no  occasion  could  dispense  with,  that 
protection  and  taxation  should  be  commensurate. 
That  wherever  a  tax  was  levied  for  the  protection 
of  society,  its  apportionment  among  individuals 
should  be  as  exactly  as  possible  correspondent  with 
the  property  of  each  individual.  There  is  so  much 
justice  in  this,  that  he  did  not  suppose  it  would  be 
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controverted.  The  oppression  that  will  be  felt  in 
the  operation  of  this  clause,  flows  from  the  viola- 
tion of  that  principle.  The  obligation  to  arm  in 
a  particular  manner,  as  it  will  produce  a  uniform 
expense  on  men  of  unequal  property,  will  prove 
a  tax  that  will  act  unjustly,  because  unequally— 
men  will  not  pay  agreeably  to  their  property.  To 
illustrate  this  is  easy,  and  the  plainest  mode  of 
showing  the  truth.  By  the  law,  he  who  has  passed 
his  forty-fifth  year  is  exempt  from  militia  duty.  It 
must  oflen  happen  that  men  of  large  fortune  will 
thus  contribute  nothing  towards  this  species  of 
protection,  while  the  man  of  very  small  foKune 
will  be  obliged  to  furnish  largely  to  it,  if  the  father 
of  a  fitmily,  capable  and  of  age  to  bear  anps^  For 
the  sake  of  harmony  and  a  ready  disposition  to  fall 
into  a  patriotic  impulse,  he  much  doubted  whether 
bis  constituents  would  have  murmured  much  at 
the  violation  of  the  principle ;  but  the  impractica- 
bility of  this  clause  obliges  them  to  sedk  relief 
through  their  Representatives.  The  law,  in  the 
district  he  came  from,  he  much  feared  could  not 
be  executed.  Each  militia-man  is  to  come  into 
the  field  with  a  musket  or  firelock,  a  bayonet,  car- 
touchbox,  and  other  equipments.  These,  he  verily 
believed,  could  not  be  had.  If  the  citizens — even 
those  who  would  think  lightly  of  the  burden — 
could  not  procure  these  accoutrements,  the  law 
must  be  violated.  Congress,  he  hoped,  would  not 
force  his  well-inclined  fellow-citizens  to  violate 
the  law ;  but  if  the  law  could  not  possibly  be  exe- 
cuted, because  impracticable,  the  Legislature  would 
be  answerable  for  the  indignities  it  brought  upon 
itself^  by  thus  prescribing  unnecessary  hardships. 
It  was,  then,  to  shield  Congress,  and  the  dignity  of 
legislation,  from  the  shame  of  imposing  impossible 
obligations,  as  well  as  to  redress  the  citizen,  that 
he  wished  the  clause  altered.  Several  modes  pre- 
sented themselves.  The  most  obvious  is,  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  arms  at  the  public  expense;  and 
another  is,  the  furnishing  of  the  arms  to  such  as 
might,  in  the  (minion  of  certain  officers,  be  too 
poor  conveniently  to  find  them.  Congress  might 
leave  it  with  either  the  officers  of  the  militia,  or 
with  the  deputy  marshals.  The  disposition  once  felt 
to  relieve,  would  presently  designate  its  mode  of 
accomplishing  redress.  Fines,  too,  would  prove  a 
perpetually  accumulating  fund,  which  could  in  a 
lew  years  either  be  applied  to  the  further  purchase 
of  arms,  and  further  exoneration  of  the  poorer 
class,  who  might  not  fall  within  the  idea  of  the 
most  rigid  poverty,  or  to  a  reimbursement  of  the 
public  for  the  arms  first  purchased.  At  all  events, 
it  could  do  no  harm  to  hear  what  a  committee 
could  report  on  this  subject ;  and  when  the  House 
reflected  that  this  was  the  wish  of  a  populous  dis- 
trict, and  he  verily  believed  of  the  whole  State  of 
Uaryland,  he  did  not  doubt  of  at  least  a  sober  re- 
gard to  such  claims.  A  matter  of  great  import- 
ance it  certainly  was,  that,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  good  of  the  whole,  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  a  part  should  be  attended  to.  In  this 
case,  his  constituents  argued  from  no  partial  views 
or  local  motives,  but  from  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  property  and  taxation,  equally  applicable 
to  all  who  thougnt  themselves  aggrieved.    He  was 


convinced  the  clause  in  questk>n  was  as  impracti- 
cable as  it  was  oppressive,  and  he  hoped  to  have  a 
committee  appointed.  He  felt,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  event,  he  had  discharged  the  duty 
he  owed  to  his  fellow-citizens^  and  obeyed  his  own 
opinions. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMsoif  strongly  r^robated  the  idea 
of  making  the  arming  of  the  militia  a  public  ex- 
pense, as  involving  a  most  unequal  and  oppressive 
species  of  taxation,  especially  as  it  is  conceded 
that  more  than  one  half  of  the  militia  are  already 
armed. 

Mr.  KiTTEBA  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 
By  a  calculation  which  he  offered,  he  said,  the 
expense  of  arming  the  militia  at  the  public  charge 
would  amount  to  forty-two  millions  of  dolUms, 
rating  the  expense  at  £20  per  man,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  a  genUenoan  from  Man^land.  He 
reprobated  the  idea  of  making  any  alteration  in 
the  law,  before  any  experience  of  its  effects  had 
taken  place. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  the  estimate  he  had 
made  of  the  individual  expense ;  and  if  it  amount- 
ed, said  he,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  said,  to  forty-two  millions  of  dollars,  was  the 
expense  lessened  by  its  being  imposed  in  the  most 
unequal  and  oppressive  manner?  He  said  he 
never  had  any  ioea  of  the  Government's  incurring 
such  an  expense.  He  had  no  conception  of  the 
policy  of  a  militia  amounting  to  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  men ;  he  never  wished  to  see  a  mi* 
litia  which  should  exceed  thirty  thousand.  !rhe 
plan  of  arming  such  an  immense  mass  of  militia 
was,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  absurd  idea  that  could 
be  imagined,  and  amounted  to  a  relinquishment  of 
aU  hope  of  an  efficient  militia. 

Mr.  Page  was  opposed  to  the  motion.  He  oly 
jected  particularly  to  Mr.  Mxrceb^s  idea  of  arming 
so  small  a  part  of  the  militia,  and  pointed  out  the 
difficulties  which  would  naturally  take  pUtoe  in 
consequence  of  different  principles  beine  adopted  in 
respect  to  the  arming  of  the  militia.  He  remarked 
that  the  difficulties  which  had  presented  thenv 
selves  in  the  former  discussion  of  this  matter  now 
occurred  in  full  force,  and  would  involve  the 
House  in  all  the  perplexities  which  had  heretofore 
attended  the  subject 

Mr.  Datton  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  mo- 
tion. He  was  opposed  to  it,  and  reprobated  in 
strong  terms  any  plan  of  arming  the  militia  whidb 
should  give  either  the  State  or  General  Govern- 
ment a  right  to  dispossess  them  of  their  arms  on 
any  occasion. 

Mr.  Murray  added  some  further  remarks,  and 
then  the  question  was  determined  in  the  negative ; 
yeas  6,  nays  50,  as  follows : 

YxA& — Benjamin  Boame,  Philip  Key,  John  Francis 
Mercer,  William  Vans  Murray,  Tnomaa  Sumpter,  and 
Francis  Willia 

Nats. — Fisher  Amea^  John  Bapiiet  Aahe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  £gbert  BeoaoD,  SheMJaabub 
Bourne,  Abraham  Claris,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomaa 
Fitzsimona,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Kicholaa 
Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Ohriatopher 
Greenup,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse^  Daniel  Hu- 
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ger,  Aanm  Kitcbell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  Laurance, 
i^masa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  George  Leonard, 
Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  "William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturees,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable, 
Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  William- 


son. 


THE  PRESIDENTS  SPEECH. 


.  The  Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Iloiise  on  the  Speech  of  the  Prbswexit  or 
TBI  Unitid  States;  which  were  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  Heiolved,  That  it  is  the  opinioo  of  this  committee 
tlwt  provision  be  made  hy  law  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  persons  who  may  have  been  killed  while 
under  the  protection  of  flags  of  truce  to  the  Indian 
tribes. 

**  Beaolvedt  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  intercourse  with  foreign  nationa 

*'  Ruolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  measures  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  redemption  of 
so  much  of  the  public  debt  as  by  the  act  entitled  *  An 
act  makine  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States* 
the  United  States  have  reserved  the  right  to  redeem ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasury  be  directed  to 
report  a  plan  for  that  purpose. 

"  lUwJved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  report 
the  plan  of  a  provision  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant 
to  the  11th  section  of  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  theUnited  States.* " 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  severally 
again  read,  and,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  third  resolution  being  again  read,  a  motion 
was  made,  and,  the  question  being  put  to  amend 
the  same,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tr^sury  be  directed  to  report  a 
plan  for  that  purpose" — 

Mr.  Paob  said  a  few  words  on  the  subject,  and 
denied  the  charge  which  had  been  made  by  some 
members  against  others,  when  they  termed  their 
conduct  ministerial  opposition. 

Mr.  Laurancb  spoke  for  some  time  in  reply  to 
the  arguments  yesterday  adduced  by  those  who 
had  called  the  mode  of  referring  to  the  Heads  of 
Departments  unconstitutional.  He  insisted  that 
there  was  nothing  coming  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  which  partook  of  a  Legislative  quali- 
ty ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  plans  heretofore  pro- 
posed by  that  officer,  he  was  of  opinion  that  they 
bad  met  with  general  approbation,  and  that  they 
had  materially  assisted  the  credit  of  the  United 
States.  Before  he  sat  down  he  took  occasion  to 
inform  the  Hoose  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  surplus  of  the  revenue,  mentioned  by  the 
Secretary  in  his  report  made  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
demands  of  Government  for  the  year  1793.  Other 
funds  must  be  looked  for.    His  reason  for  men- 


tioning this  was  in  order  to  bring  the  subject  fairly 
before  the  House.  With  respect  to  the  redemptioa 
of  the  public  debt,  he  presumed  every  member  in 
the  House  wished  it  to  be  accomplished  as  ^t  as 
possible.  And  the  receiving  information  from  the 
Secretary  could  not  affect  their  judgments  any 
more  than  a  plan  drawn  up  by  tne  Clerk  of  the 
House  could :  they  were  always  left  free  to  adopt 
or  reject  those  plans. 

Mr.  Gerbt  added  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
reference. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  was  against  it  He  "was  one  of  those 
to  whom  the  gentleman  from  New  York  alluded  as 
wishing  to  redeem  the  debt  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
also  to  receive  information  even  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury ;  but  I  distinguish  (said  Mr. 
F.)  between  requiring  information  and  transferring 
the  power  of  originating  revenue  systems.  Gen- 
tlemen say  this  is  not  a  money  bill,  as  it  does  not 
require  a  new  tax.  I  consider  every  appropriatioo 
of  revenue,  or  every  change  of  appropriations,  or 
uses  of  all  the  public  money,  to  be  of  the  same 
nature  of  a  money  bill,  and  the  originating  thereof 
equally  the  peculiar  trust  of  this  House ;  the  Se- 
nate cannot  originate  in  the  one  case  more  than 
in  the  other. 

It  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  President  to 
inform  the  Legislature  respecting  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  to  recommend  such  Legislative  business 
as  he  may  think  expedient  The  institutions  of 
the  Heads  of  the  various  Executive  Departments 
are  authorized  in  the  Constitution,  and  have  been 
organized  by  law.  They  are  the  proper  Execu- 
tive channels  through  which  information  respect- 
ing the  execution  and  practical  defects  in  the  laws 
are  to  be  collected,  and  with  whom  the  necessary 
vouchers  are  deposited ;  and  from  those  we  hare 
a  right  to  call  for  such' information  as  is  necessary. 
This  we  not  only  admit,  but  advocate;  yet  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  continually  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  information,  as  if  we  were  opposed  to 
the  receiving  of  it  We  are  willing,  nay,  we  are 
anxious  to  receive,  every  official  information  that 
is  to  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary ;  but  we  wish 
to  make  a  more  effective  use  of  it-— we  wish  to 
improve  it  in  giving  the  first  form  to  our  revenue 
plans,  according  to  the  trust  reposed  in  rts.  But 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  and  others  saj 
that  referring  to  the  Secretary  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  revenue  plans  is  not  contraty  to  the 
Constitution,  and  calls  upon  us  to  prove  that  it  is: 
I  answer,  that  the  right  of  transferring  that  power 
is  not  expressed  in  the  Constitution ;  if  so,  I  ap- 
prehend &e  burden  of  proof  lies  upon  the  gentle- 
men, and  not  upon  us.  The  Constitution  ex- 
pressly defines  the  power  of  the  Executive  in 
giving  information,  recommending  to  the  Legis- 
lature, and  of  exercising  a  limited  negative  upon 
the  laws ;  it  is  of  the  nature  of  Executive  power 
to  be  transferable  to  subordinate  officers;  but 
Legislative  authority  is  incommunicable,  and  can- 
not be  transferred.  To  give  the  first  form  to  re- 
venue plans  is  a  peculiar  trust  reposed  in  this 
House  that  we  cannot  transfer  even  to  the  Senate ; 
and  if  that  body  were  to  propose  a  plan  to  as,  we 
could  not  accept  of  it    This  trust  is  peculiariy 


119 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


714 


NOTBVBBS,  1792.] 


The  Prendenea  Speech. 


[U.  OP  R. 


reposed  in  lu  for  olmons  reasons^  which  I  will  not 
At  this  time  detain  the  House  with  explaining. 
And  indeed  the  oonstitutional  principles  inyoly^ 
in  this  question  have  been  so  very  ably  investi- 
gated already  by  several  gentlemen,  that  more  from 
me  on  that  ground  is  not  necessary;  nor  could  I 
improve  upon  what  they  have  expressed.    But  an 
argument  of  another  kind  has  been  frequently  re- 
peated, and  much  ui^ged  bv  the  gentleman  last  up, 
[Ifr.  Grrbt,]  via:   that  the  law  which  organizes 
the  IVeasury  Department  has  made  this  mode  of 
originating  business  our  duty ;  that  breaking  this 
law  would  be  setting  a  dangerous  example  of  dis- 
obedience to  the  citiaens,  &c    The  law  in  ques- 
tion doubtless  gives  the  Secretary  a  legal  capacitj^ 
of  originating  money  bills,  or  plans,  and  makes  it 
hU  duty  when  called  upon.    How  far  the  law  is 
right  is  another  question.    But  does  the  law  make 
it  our  duty  to  refer  this  subject  to  him  ?    I  trust 
not     Had  the  last  House  of  Representatives  a 
right  to  originate  revenue    systems    before  this 
transferring  law  was  enacted  ?    Surely  not    Had 
the  House  of  Representatives  power  to  alienate 
or  abridge  our  rights?    This  is  the  strange  doc- 
trine that  is  avowed,  but  it  is  equally  extravagant 
and  mistaken.     This   House    has  equal    powers 
with  that  which  the  first  House  at  any  time  pos- 
sessed, and  the  next  House  will  have  as  much  as 
thi&    I  have  as  much  power  as  any  other  mem- 
ber ever  had,  and  the  exercise  of  that  power  is 
only  subject  to  the  control  of  ^e  Constitution  and 
the  Rules  of  Order.     Will  the  gentlemen  say  that 
I  ha?e  not  a  rizht  just  now,  or  at  any  time,  to 
propose  a  plan  for  the  very  object  in  question,  or 
for  any  other  revenue  purpose  ?    Yes,  sir,  I  have ; 
^d  if  I  have,  every  other  member  on  this  floor 
has;  and  if  the  members  individually  have  the 
nght  of  proposing  an  original  plan,  surely  the 
House  in  its  collective  capacity  has.    It  is  the 
members  of  this  House  who  are  sworn  to  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  and  they  only  are  responsible 
to  their  conatitueots.    But  we  are  told  that  refer- 
nng  to  the  Secretary  renders   him  responsible. 
Some  have  said  that  it  even  involves  the  respon- 
sibility of  the    PnamBNT.      I    have    sometimes 
thought  that  the  idea  of  responsibility  was  the 
political  idol  of  the  times ;  however,  responsibility 
properly  placed  is  one  of  the  greatest  securities  in 
&>veroment    In  the  Executive  Department  much 
of  the  duty  as  well  as  responsibility  of  office  may 
he  transferred  or  divided ;  but  in  the  Legislature, 
where  there  can  be  no  transfer  of  duty  or  trust, 
there  can  be  no  transfer  of  responsibility.    How 
can  a  Secretary  be   responsible  for  originating 
either  the  substance  or  form  of  laws!    To  whom 
^  he  accounUble  for  the  discharge  of  this  trust  ? 
^ot  to  the  PacaiDBNT,  (by  whom  he  is  appointed, 
^d  on  whom  only  he  is  dependent  for  his  con- 
tinuance in  office :)  no,  for  this  is  not  an  Execu- 
tive trust    He  is  not  responsible  to  the  people ;  he 
^  neither  intrusted  nor  chosen  by  them.    He  is  not 
responsible  to  us,  for  he  is  not  our  officer.    It  is  not 
he,  but  us,  will  bear  the  bUune,  while  we  boast  of 
the  security  arising  from  responsibility;  by  impro- 
perly dividing  Legulative  business,  we  lose  the  ad- 
vantages thereof 


But,  passing  many  arguments  worthy  of  reply, 
I  shall  offer  a  few  observations  upon  what  has 
been  mu9h  dwelt  upon  and  so  often  repeated  re- 
specting the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
different  modes  contended  for.  We  are  told  that 
referring  to  the  Secretary  for  revenue  systems 
will  secure  public  credit,  by  giving  stability  and 
system  to  our  revenue,  &c ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  told  us,  that  to  this  method  of 
originating  revenue  laws,  we  are  indebted  for  the 
advantages  of  our  present  situation ;  that  we  are 
indebted  thereto  for  our  prosperity  and  wealth. 
Certainly,  if  this  is  true,  it  proves  too  much.  It 
proves  that  we  are  not  capable  of  discharging  the 
trust  reposed  in  us ;  in  short,  that  the  Republican 
form  of  Clovernment  under  which  we  are  is  not 
suitable  for  us ;  if  so,  it  is  better  to  change>openly 
than  in  this  indirect  manner.  But,  Mr.  Spbakib, 
I  ask,  i(  with  all  the  increase  of  power  and  means 
possessed  by  the  present  Qovemment,  it  is  suppos- 
able  that  Cfongress  would  not  have  exercised  the 
powers,  nor  applied  the  revenues  to  proper  purposes? 
Would  they  have  wholly  overlooked  the  contracts 
and  debts  of  the  United  States,  if  the  Secretary  had 
not  originated  the  system  ?  Surely  this  is  not  a 
supposable  case.  I  wish  he  would  give  a  few  in- 
stances of  what  we  could  do ;  and  if  we  did  wrong, 
the  gentlemen  would  be  furnished  with  new  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  their  plan. 

But  the  same  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the 
Secretary,  digesting  the  plan,  has  no  more  influence 
on  the  subject  than  our  Clerk's  inserting  a  clause 
in  a  bill  would  have ;  that  they  are  equally  under 
our  control.  I  think  this  is  not  very  consistent 
with  the  eminent  advantages  he  has  suggested  that 
we  have  derived  from  the  Secretary's  origination  of 
revenue  plans.  However,  I  apprehend  the  differ- 
ence is  very  great  The  Clerk  is  wholly  depen- 
dent on  us ;  he  has  no  patronage,  no  means  of  in- 
fluence annexed  to  his  office,  nor  would  he  be 
permitted  to  intrude  his  arguments  in  support  of 
his  plans.  But,  sir,  if  we  are  not  capable  of  giving 
the  first  form  to  our  revenue  systems  without  such 
aid,  the  better  way  would  be  to  apply  for  such  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  as  would  enable  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  appoint  an  officer 
wholly  dependent  on  themselves  for  that  purpose. 
Surely  this  would  be  more  proper  than  to  employ 
an  Executive  officer  over  whom  we  have  no  official 
control 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  security  arising  from 
our  own  virtue  and  discernment  being  a  security 
against  undue  influence.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
most  venal  public  bodies  would  boast  as  much  as  we ; 
but  our  own  self-confidence  will  never  justify  us  in 
breaking  down  the  constitutional  guards  which  sup- 
pose a  possibility  of  undue  influence,  and  provides 
against  the  appearance  of  it 

But  we  have  been  repeatedly  charged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  with  endeavoring 
to  introduce  the  confusion  of  the  old  Grovernment 
What  confusion  does  the  gentleman  mean  f  Is  it 
a  confusion  of  powers.  I  grant  that,  though  the 
old  Congress  did  not  possess  power  enough,  yet  it 
pbssessed,  in  a  degree,  every  kind  of  power.  This 
we  certainly  do  not  aim  at ;  for  it  is  an  unauthor- 
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txed  exercise  of  this  confusioti  of  power  which  we 
'oppose.  However,  that  Government  had  no  effi- 
cient revenue  powers ;  and,  by  the  restricted  ma- 
jority necessary  to  do  business  with  them,  and  the 
ad  attendance  of  members,  thc^  were  perhaps  ne- 
cessarily induced  to  refer  the  oH^nating  of  much 
of  their  business  to  the  Boards  who  were  Heads  of 
Departments;  from  this  source  I  believe  it  was 
that  the  practice  was  introduced  by  the  new  House 
of  Representatives,  though  the  circumstances  and 
powers  of  the  two  bodies  were  essentially  differ- 
ent This  method  of  referring  I  consider  as  a  part 
of  the  confusion  of  the  old  Government,  which  I 
hope  we  will  no  longer  tolerate.  Surely  this 
method  of  transferring  so  influential  a  part  of  our 
Legislative  trust  was  not  contemplated  by  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution,  nor 
by  the  State  Conventions  which  adopted  it  It  is 
not  agreeable  to  the  practice  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, which  were  the  models  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union ;  nor  is  it  agreeable  to  the  obvious  design 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  or  the  impressions  of  the 
citixens. 

Mr.  LnrKBMomB  made  some  ingenious  remarks 
upon  this  subject;  amongst  which,  he  said  that 
if  it  was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  to  permit 
the  Executive  officers  of  Government  to  propose 
plans,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
been  guilty  of  this  breadi.  He  argued  ironically, 
but  was  against  striking  out  the  latter  part  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  GiLis  and  Mr.  Laurahcb,  each  rose  to  explain 
certain  points  wherein  they  had  respectively  engietged 
in  this  debate. 

Mr.  Ambs  rose  at  a  late  hour  in  the  debate,  but 
before  he  would  pretend  to  intrude  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  (a  motion  for  taking  the 
question  being  then  under  consideration,)  he  re- 
quested to  know  whether  it  was  most  agreeable  to 
put  the  question  ?  A  general  desire  to  bear  his 
arguments,  however,  prevailed,  and  he  proceeded 
nearly  in  substance  as  follows : 

It  is  so  fashionable  to  introduce  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem upon  every  occasion,  it  would  perhaps  appear 
strange  to  say  that  it  is  out  of  order  upon  any.  To 
-  my  mind,  and  probably  to  most  gentlemen  present, 
it  will  be  difficult  to  perceive  that  the  question  be- 
fore us  bears  any  relation  to  that  subject,  or  to  the 
frontier  bill,  the  excise,  the  perpetual  taxes,  the  en- 
couragement of  manu&ctures,  and  many  other 
topics,  which,  somehow  or  other,  have  been  inter- 
woven with  the  debate.  At  this  late  hour  of  the 
day,  and  in  so  wearisome  a  stage  of  the  question,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  decline  any  further  notice  of 
these  auxiliary  subjects. 

The  great  end  we  have  in  view  is  the  paying 
off  the  Public  Debt  This  object,  truly  iraportont 
in  itself,  unites  the  best  sense  and  strongest  wishes 
of  the  country.  It  is  our  duty  to  provide  means 
for  the  aoconipHshment  of  this  end.  All  agree 
that  a  plan  is  necessary.  It  must  be  framed  with 
wisdom  and  digested  with  care,  so  as  to  operate 
with  the  greatest  effect,  till  the  whole  debt  shall 
be  extinguished.  The  true  question  is.  Which  is 
the  best  mode  of  (raming  this  system?  Several 
modes  have  been  preferred  by  different  persons. 


Some  advocate  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee of  this  House ;  others  insist  that  tfie  H<Hise 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  is  the  only  proper 
mode ;  while  others,  who  d^eod  the  original  mo- 
tion, desire  to  have  a  plan  prepared  and  submitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     It  may  obviale 
the  force  of  many  of  the  arguments  we   have 
heard  to  remark,  that  it  is  not  asserted  that  cftbcr 
of  the  several  modes  is  intrinsically  incapable  of 
effecting  the  purpose.    It  would  be  improper  to 
say  that  a  select  committee  could  not  be  formed 
who  would  be  able  to  collect  the  materials  for  aa 
exact  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  who,  after 
acquiring  that  knowledge,  would  be  able  to  ibm 
a  sound  judgment    Neither  would  it  be  jwtt  nor 
respectfol  to  deny,  in  the  abstract,  the  capability 
of  the  House  in  Committee  to  digest  such  a  plan. 
But  the  question  still  return's,  Which  of  the  three 
methods  is  the  best  to  begin  with  ?    Neither  this 
House  nor  a  select  committee  are  pretended  to  be 
already  possessed  of  the  knowlec^  which  n  re- 
quisite to  the  framing  a  system  for  a  Sinking  Fund. 
The  very  materials  from  which   this  knowledge 
is  to  be  gleaned  are  not  in  the  possessioQ  of  this 
House— they  are   in   the  Treasuiy  Department 
Neither  the  curiosity  nor  the  Leeislative  doty  of 
members  lead  them  to  resort  daily  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  investigate  official  details;  and  even  if  it 
were  so,  the  officer  at  the  Head  of  the  Department, 
having  his  mind  inoessantly  occupied  witii  his 
official  business,  must  be  admitted  to  possess  a 
more  ikmiliar  and  ready,  if  not  a  more  ample, 
knowledge  of  the  subject    Indeed,  the  aitoation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  so  evidently 
favorable  to  his  digesting  the  plan  of  a  Sinking 
Fund,  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  urge  it  even  to 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  reference.      For 
their  objections  iinply  the  preference  of  the  mode, 
in  prnnt  of  expediency,  as  strmgiy  as  those  who 
explicitly  recommend  it     They  say  Uie  phui  of 
the  Secretary  wiU  come  forward  with  too  mudi 
advantage.     Members,  say  they,  not  having  the 
aid  of  these  means  of  information  which  the  Se- 
cretary possesses,  wfll  not  be  able  to  resist  the  train 
of  reasoning  with  which  he  will   introduce  hii 
plan.    It  is  even  expressly  admitted  that  the  in- 
formation of  the  l^^ury  Department  is  neces- 
sary, and  must  be  called  for ;  but  they  would  not 
receive  it  with  the  reasoning  of  the  Secretary. 
Without  wasting  time  to  prove  this  point,  com- 
mon sense  will  dedde  instantly  that  tlie  know- 
ledge of  our  financial  affiurs,  and  of  the  means  of 
improving  them,  is  to  be  obtained  the  most  accu- 
rately from  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is  made,  by 
our  own  law,  to  understand  them ;  who  is  appoint- 
ed and  commissioned  for  that  rery  purpose ;  and  to 
whom  every  day's  practice  in  his  office  must  afford 
some  additional  inibrmation  of  official  details,  as 
well  as  of  the  operation  of  the  laws.     The  argu- 
ments on  both  sides  end  in  the  same  point,  that 
the  information  of  the  Secretary  woukl  be  usefoL 
Our  object  being  to  prefer  that  mode  of  preparing 
a  plan  which  is  adi^>ted  to  present  us  the  best, 
the  argument  might  end  here,  if  it  were  not  tliat 
the  Constitution  is  alleged  to  forbid  our  resortii^ 
to  the  Secretary.    I  reverence  the  Conatitutioa, 
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And  I  reafdily  admit  thai  the  frequent  appeal  to 
that  as  a  standard  proceeds  from  a  respectful  at- 
tachment to  it  So  far  it  is  a  source  of  agreeable 
reflection.  Bat  I  feel  very  different  emotioDs 
when  1  find  it  almost  daily  resorted  to  on  ques- 
tions of  little  importance,  when,  by  straiDod  and 
fanciful  oonstruetiona,  it  is  made  an  instrument  of 
casiiiatry.  It  is  to  be  feared  it  may  lose  something 
in  our  minds  in  point  of  certainty,  and  more  in  point 
of  dignity. 

And  what  is  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  op- 
posed to  the  receiving  a  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund 
from  the  Secretary?  Bills  for  raising  revenue 
shall  originate  in  this  House.  I  verily  believe  the 
membem  of  this  House,  and  the  citizens  at  large, 
would  be  very  much  surprised  to  hear  this  clause  of 
the  Conatitiition  formally  and  gravely  stated  as  re- 
pugnant to  the  reference  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  a  plan,  if  they  and  we  had  not  lieen  long 
used  to  hear  it 

To  determine  the  force  of  this  amazing  consti- 
tutional objection,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  define 
terms.  What  is  a  bill  ?  It  is  a  term  of  technical 
import,  and  surely  it  cannot  need  a  definition;  it 
is  an  act  in  an  inchoate  state,  having  the  form  but 
not  the  authority  of  a  law.  What  is  originating 
a  bill!  Our  Rules  decide  it  Every  bill  shall  be 
introduced  by  a  motion  for  leave,  or  by  a  com- 
mittee. 

It  mav  be  said  the  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund,  re- 
ported by  the  Secretary,  is  not  in  technical,  or 
even  in  popular  language,  a  bill — not  by  the  Rules 
of  the  Uoase  or  those  of  common  sense  is  this 
motion  the  oru;inating  a  bilL  By  resorting  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  or  by  adopting  any  rea- 
sonable construction  of  the  clause,  is  it  posslole  to 
make  it  appear  repugnant  to  the  proposition  for 
referring  to  the  Secretary  ?  The  opposers  of  this 
proposition  surely  will  not  adopt  a  construction 
of  the  Constitution.  They  have  often  told  us  we 
are  to  be  guided  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  let- 
ter; that  there  is  no  end  to  the  danger  of  con- 
structions. The  letter  is  not  repugnant;  and  will 
it  be  seriously  afiirmed  that,  according  to  the  spirit 
and  natural  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  will  be  a  revenue  bill,  or 
any  other  bill,  and  that  this  proposition  is  origin- 
ating such  a  bill !  If  it  be,  where  shall  we  stop? 
If  the  idea  of  a  meaaure  which  first  passes  through 
the  mind  be  confounded  with  the  measure  subae- 
qoent  to  it,  what  confusion  will  ensue!  The 
rre»dent,  hy  suggesting  the  proposition,  may  as 
well  be  pretended  to  originate  a  revenue  bill; 
even  a  newspaper  pUm  would  be  a  breach  of  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  this  House;  and  the  liberty 
of  tlie  press,  so  justly  dear  to  us,  would  be  found 
unconstitutional.  Yet,  if^  without  any  order  of 
the  House,  the  draft  of  an  act  were  printed,  and 
a  copy  laid  before  every  member  in  his  seat,  no 
person  will  venture  to  say  that  it  Is  a  bill,  that  it 
is  originated,  or  con  be  brought  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  House,  unless  by  a  motion  in  con- 
formity to  the  Rules  and  Orders.  The  Report  of 
the  Secretary  in  regard  to  manufactures,  so  often 
adverted  to,  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon;  does 
that  appear  on  our  Journals  as  a  bill  ?    Language 


has  not  yet  been  perverted  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
assert  any  such  thin^ ;  and  yet  the  constitutional 
objection  implies  opinions  no  less.  I  rely  upon 
it,  that  neither  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  nor 
any  meaning  that  it  can  be  tortured  into,  will 
support  the  objection  which  has  been  so  often 
urged  with  solemn  emphasis  and  persevoring 
zeal. 

If  the  Constitution  be  admitted,  therefore,  to 
authorize  the  reference  to  the  Secretary,  why 
should  not  the  mode  which  is  proved  to  be  the 
most  expedient  be  immediately  adopted?  Here 
we  meet  another  objection.  It  is  said,  that  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of  Govern- 
ment are  to  be  kept  distinct,  and  this  reference  will 
produce  an  improper  blending  of  them.  It  is  a  truth 
that  these  Departments  are  to  be  kept  distinct ;  but 
the  conclusion  drawn  from  it  is  altogether  vague. 
The  execution  of  every  trust  requires  some  delibe- 
ration, and  many  of  them  call  into  action  the  hio^h- 
est  powers  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  most  in- 
tense and  persevering  application  of  them;  yet 
these  trusts  are  to  be  Executively  performed,  and 
it  by  no  means  follows,  that  the  officer  charged 
with  them  invades  the  deliberative  functions  of 
Congress.  On  the  other  hand,  many  laws  are  the 
result  of  plain  principles  or  parts  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  Confess,  bv  enacting  them,  only  executes 
the  Constitution.  Yet,  here  is  no  encroachment 
upon  the  Executive  branch.  The  truth  is,  the 
Constitution  has  allotted  powers  to  the  several 
branches  of  the  Government,  and  by  that  rule  we 
are  to  judge  of  their  several  limits.  The  Pr£sid£nt 
proposes  measures  to  the  Legislature,  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  Constitution ;  yet  no  one  ever  supposed 
that  his  doing  so  is  a  departure  from  a  just  theory ; 
nor  has  it,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  ever  insinuated 
till  of  late,  in  this  or  any  other  country,  that  the 
calling  for  information  from  officers,  any  more  than 
the  calling  for  testimony  from  witnesses,  amounts 
to  a  transfer  of  our  Legislative  duty.  It  is  very 
easy  to  conceive  how  much  increased  information 
may  aid  us  in  deliberating,  but  it  is  hard  to  discern 
how  we  are  to  profit  by  the  want  of  it  It  is  true 
it  is  our  peculiar  province  to  deliberate,  but  neither 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the  law  esta- 
blishing the  Treasury  Department,  nor  the  reason 
of  the  case,  have  restrained  us  from  calling  for  offi- 
cial information.  It  is  not  true  in  fact,  that  the 
deliberative  and  Executive  Departments  are  blend- 
ed by  referring  to  the  Secret-ary.  Any  objections 
deduced  from  an  over-refining  theory,  and  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution,  might  need  an 
answer  if  we  were  now  framing  a  Government 
but  can  have  no  force  in  the  administration  of  one. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  very  aholastic,  and  very  imposing 
mistake,  to  abandon  the  letter  and  meaning  of  the 
plan  of  Government  we  act  under,  and  to  under- 
take to  reason  independently,  as  if  we  were  now 
settling  the  institutes  of  a  political  treatise. 

The  expediency  of  this  question  of  referring  to 
the  Secretary,  which  is  brousfht  into  dispute,  in- 
volves many  others  which  will  admit  of  none.  In 
framing  the  plan  of  a  Sinking  Fund  is  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  our  finances  to  have  any  agency  ?  If 
it  be  said  he  is  not,  then,  it  may  be  demanded,  why 
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is  an  idle  officer  and  an  useless  office  kept  up?  The 
sense  of  mankind  as  well  as  the  practice  of  nations, 
seems  to  show  that  where  there  are  finances  there 
should  be  a  financier;  that  he  should  possess  at 
least  common  talents,  and  more  than  common  in- 
dustry in  the  application  of  them  to  his  duty. 

This  is  not  a  point  to  be  proved  now  for  the  first 
time.  The  law  of  the  old  Congress  and  their 
practice  were  conformable  to  this  motion.  We 
'hear  often  of  the  people  being  opposed  to  these 
references.  So  for  as  I  have  been  infbrmed  the 
opposition  is  a  novelty.  The  law  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department,  passed  by  a  great  majori- 
ty, expressly  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
to  prepare  and  report  plans  of  finance.  Scarce 
a  whisper  of  objection  was  then  heard  in  the  House, 
and  not  one,  I  believe,  in  the  country.  Our  own 
practice  of  referring  has  passed  unresisted  till  of 
fate.  Gentlemen  now  opposed  to  this  reference, 
in  one  instjince,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  referred  to 
the  Attorney  General  to  revise  a  plan  of  the  Judi- 
cial Department,  and  on  another  to  require  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  report  on  the  means  for  im- 
proving our  trade  and  navigation.  These  objects 
partake  as  much  of  legislation,  and  are  as  incom- 
municable as  the  subject  of  discussion.  The  former 
votes  and  arguments  of  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
present  reference,  afford  some  proof  of  its  fitness  as 
well  as  constitutionality. 

The  intrinsic  reasonableness  of  this  practice  is 
not  less  than  its  authority  from  law  and  precedent, 
and  what  is  more,  the  precedent  of  its  opposers. 

Private  affiiirs  prosper  by  skill,  economy,  and 
industry,  in  the  management  of  them.  The  finances 
of  a  nation,  though  Infinitely  more  important,  re- 
quire nothing  more  than  economy  upon  a  great 
scale.  Let  the  moneyed  affairs  of  a  country  be  made 
everybody's  business,  and  nobody  will  do  it  Would 
you  have  them  prosper,  let  them  be  confided  to  one 
man,  who,  however,  shall  be  under  the  strict  con- 
trol of  the  Uw,  and  rigidly  responsible  for  his  do- 
ings. That  man,  if  he  loves  an  honest  reputation 
as  much  as  a  man  of  common  sense  and  feeling 
may  be  expected  to  do,  will  make  the  public  busi- 
ness his  own;  he  will  put  his  character  at  risk: 
his  time  and  all  his  talents  will  be  devoted  to  the 
public.  Such  will  be  his  dispositions ;  now  what 
will  be  his  opportunities  to  render  service?  He 
will  have,  at  one  view  before  him,  the  whole  ar- 
rangements of  finance :  the  imports  and  exports, 
the  receipts  and  expenditures,  the  operation  of  the 
law,  the  means  of  improving  it ;  the  frauds  com- 
mitted or  attempted  on  the  revenue,  and  the  checks 
to  ffuurd  it:  the  well  founded  objections  against 
the  Jaw  and  the  prejudices  which  time  or  concilia- 
tory conduct  may  efface,  the  appropriations  of  the 
revenue — ^the  places  where  and  terms  on  which 
loans  may  be  obtained,  as  well  as  the  state  of  fo- 
reign trade ;  the  regulations  of  foreign  nations,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  added,  in  subordination  to  the 
Chief  Mamstrate,  the  state  of  treaties  and  nego- 
tiations. It  will  be  seen  that  the  ordinary  discharge 
of  his  duty,  as  well  as  that  which  will  oblige  him 
sometimes  to  conflict  against  prejudices,  and  some- 
times against  fraud,  will  render  the  details  of 
finance  Ifamiliar  to  him,  and  will  almost  force  him 


to  adopt  plans  for  reducing  this  great  maasintosys- 
tem  and  order. 

Is  it  to  be  denied  that  in  consequence  be  win 
possess  some  means  of  information  which  this 
House  or  a  committee  must  acquire  only  by  slow 
and  laborious  investigation?  In  purauing  it  the 
time  might  fail,  and  the  materials  get  confused. 
Yet,  allowing  it  effected,  they  have  gained  no  more 
than  it  is  his  duty  to  furnish  on  the  order  of  this 
House,  and  this  is  what  we  are  contending  for.  If 
we  call  for  it  and  he  is  not  able  to  give  it,  we  shall 
thus  expose  his  incapacity  or  neffligence.  The 
public  opinion,  thus  enlightened,  will  soon  dbpbee 
the  officer,  and  a  fitter  man  will  succeed  him.  la 
this  way,  the  people  will  exercise  an  effeetiTe  con- 
trol over  their  servants. 

Be  the  information  given  by  the  officer  what  il 
may,  the  sources  from  which  his  inferences  are 
drawn,  his  facts  and  reasonings,  are  publicly  ex- 
posed. They  are  equally  in  possession  of  every 
member,  who  is  thus  placed  on  an  equal,  and  on 
the  best  footing  to  attack  or  defend  the  repoii 
As  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  or  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
has  been  intimated,  that  in  fhiming  a  report,  the 
Secretary  would  bo  liable  to  misinformation,  to 
some  local  or  other  attachments.  This  is  possible, 
for  he  is  a  man ;  but  will  the  Committee  be  free 
from  it?  The  Secretary  is  answerable  for  bb 
conduct  to  the  nation,  ana  certainly  he  ia  not  more 
subiect  to  local  partialities  than  members  are  te 
their  respective  districts.  The  advantage  of  im- 
partiality in  the  first  concoction  of  a  rq>ort  seems 
to  be  evidently  in  favor  of  a  reference. 

It  has  been  said,  on  the  other  side,  informatioti 
may  be  wanted,  it  is  true,  from  the  Secretary- ;  but 
let  the  House  first  make  progress  in  the  business, 
and  then  receive  it  by  a  committee  advising  with 
the  Secretary.  If  this  may  be  done,  what  becomes 
of  the  constitutional  difficulties  and  all  we  have 
heard  of  the  transfer  of  our  deliberaUve  power  f 

But,  if  we  are  to  have  the  official  information, 
why  should  we  set  out  without  it  ?  why  should  it 
not  be  given  openly,  so  as  to  put  all  the  members 
on  an  equality,  and  befbre  prepossessions  are 
formed  with  regard  to  plans,  which  might  make  a 
late  report  fit>m  the  Treasury  appear  to  come  m 
aid  of  one  party  or  another  ?  Would  the  style  of 
declamation  be  less  rehement  against  the  secret 
communications  of  a  Secretary  with  the  Committee, 
than  against  a  report  made  in  the  face  of  day,  and 
subject  to  the  criticism  not  only  of  this  House,  bal 
of  an  enlightened  nation  ? 

It  is  not  my  present  design  to  ask  for  what  pur- 
pose of  argument  or  of  candor  it  is  so  often  insinu- 
ated, that  the  question  really  is»  whether  this 
House  shall  legislate,  or  whether  it  shall  transfer 
the  power  of  making  laws  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury? 

With  all  this  official  information  preTiously  be- 
fore us,  are  we  less  Qualified  or  worse  disposed  to  de- 
liberate t  It  would  be  extravagant  to  affirm  that,  in 
proportion  as  our  means  of  information  are  made 
complete,  we  are  worse  situated  to  legislate ;  and, 
as  to  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  I  do  not  remember  that 
the  reports  of  the  Secretary  haye  blunted  it  fnm 
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be  manner  in  which  they  have  been  diacossed 
leretofore,  those  gentlemen  will  confide  in  the 
ssurance  I  renture  to  give  them,  that  they  will 
»e  thoroughly  sifted.  They  have  not  always 
«8sed  unaltered,  and  never  without  passing 
;hrough  the  fire  of  a  debate. 

We  may  repeat  it,  therefore,  what  color  is  there 
or  saying  thi^  the  Secretary  legislates  ?  Neither 
ny  memory  nor  my  understanding  can  discern  any. 
[  am  well  aware  that  no  topic  is  better  calculated 
X)  make  popular  impressions ;  but  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself  that  the  people  will  charge  us  with 
leglect  or  violation  of  duty,  for  putting  ourselves 
nto  a  situation  to  discharge  it  in  the  best  and 
DOfit  circumspect  manner. 

There  is  another  ground  of  objection,  which  is 
urged  against  the  rfierence.  It  is  said,  it  gives 
andue  influence  to  the  Treasury.  The  reason- 
ings of  the  Secretary,  which  accompany  his  re- 
ports, are  alleged  to  excite  an  influence  which 
cannot  be  resisted.  There  are  two  sorts  of  influ- 
ence: one,  which  arises  from  weight  of  reason 
and  the  intrinsic  merit  of  a  proposition ;  the  other, 
personal  influence.  As  to  the  former,  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  of  the  influence  of  reasoning  which 
cannot  be  analvzed  and  made  capable  of  exact  es- 
timation by  the  reasoning  faculties  of  those  to 
whom  it  is  submitted ;  ana  that  estimation,  be  it 
what  it  may,  ought  to  obtain.  No  one  can  wish  to 
see  it  underrated 

Bat  we  are  told  by  the  opposers  of  a  reference, 
that  it  is  incredible  that  one  man,  be  his  oflScial 
opportunities  what  they  may,  should  possess  more 
bfonnation  than  the  members  of  this  House,  col- 
lected from  eveiy  district  of  the  country.  Then  I 
answer,  with  inferior  information,  it  would  be  im- 
possible his  reasoning  should  overpower  and  con- 
found the  superior  information  of  the  House. 
The  members  wfll  be  in  the  less  danger  from  this 
officer,  i^  as  we  are  told,  he  is  misinformed  by 
correspondents,  and  has  repeatedly  discovered  on 
sabjects  of  revenue  and  finance,  a  princely  igno- 
rance. This,  we  are  told,  however,  by  gentlemen 
who  urge  the  danger  of  losing  our  independence 
ind  our  fiu^nlties  of  discernment,  as  soon  as  we 
sntTer  a  report,  with  its  reasonings,  to  be  made  to 
the  House. 

If  it  be  personal  influence,  independently  of 
reason  and  evidence,  which  is  Apprehended  by 
gentlemen  opposed  to  the  reference,  for  whom 
do  they  apprehend  it?  For  themselves,  or  for 
08  who  advocate  the  motion  ?  Surely,  if  they  do 
Dot  feel,  we  do  not  fear  it;  we  know  how  to  re- 
spect their  independence  of  spirit;  they  would 
disdain  an  imputation  of  the  sort;  their  candor 
will  permit  us  to  say,  if  it  be  a  neighborly  concern 
they  feel  for  ua,  there  is  no  occasion  for  it 

On*  the  whole^  iS  we  regard  the  Constitution, 
we  find  not  the  least  color '  for  bringing  it  into 
question  on  this  debate.  The  law  and  usage  of 
the  old  Congress  corresponded  with  this  motion. 
Onr  own  Treasury  law  expressly  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  to  prepare  and  report  plans ; 
tnd  shall  the  practice  of  one  branch  run  counter 
to  that  which  is  made  the  course  of  his  duty  by 
the  law  of  the  land  ?    It  would  be  an  uncommon 


and  very  irregular  mode  of  repealing  a  law.  The 
advantages  of  this  practice  of  referring,  are  mani- 
fest and  great :  more  information  is  obtained,  and 
more  order,  intelligence,  and  system,  are  pro- 
served  in  the  administration  of  the  finances.  The 
old  Congress  and  the  several  States  have  exhibited 
expensive  and  deplorable  proofe  of  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  want  of  order,  as  well  as  to  the  number  of 
systems  of  finance  and  financiers.  With  this  mass 
of  evidence  before  our  eyes,  it  cannot  be  believed 
that  we  shall  take  any  step  which  will  tend  to  in- 
troduce disorder  and  inefficiency  into  our  finances. 

Mr.  Madison  closed  the  debate  with  a  few  pow- 
erful observations.  He  insisted  that  a'  reference 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  subjects  of 
loans,  taxes,  and  provittions  for  loans,  &c.,  was,  in 
fact,  a  delegation  of  the  authority  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, although  it  would  admit  of  much  sophistical 
argument  to  the  contrary.  The  arj^uments  which 
he  had  heard,  he  said,  were  not  satisfactory  to  his 
mind ;  and  he  peremptorily  denied  that  the  plans 
of  that  officer  came  into  the  House  in  either  an 
equitable  or  unbiassed  manner.  A  plan  from  the 
Senate  might  fairly  be  styled  a  constitutional 
one,  because  it  came  unsupported  by  any  labored 
train  of  argument,  and  left  the  House  at  liberty  to 
exercise  its  judgment  pro  and  can.,  whilst  those 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  accompa- 
nied by  a  force  of  reasoning  not  on  both  sides,  but 
on  one  only.  This,  he  insisted,  was  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Ames's  doctrine ;  and,  after  making  a  few 
other  remarks,  concluded  by  declaring  that  it  was 
evident  the  Secretary's  plans  were  not  introduced 
in  such  manner  as  to  leave  the  House  the  freedom 
of  exercising  their  own  understandings  in  a  proper 
constitutional  manner. 

When  Mr.  Madisok  sat  down,  the  question  was 
taken  on  striking  out  the  latter  part  of  the  motion, 
to  wit:  for  referring  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  report  a  plan,  &c.,  and  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative—yeas 25,  nays  82,  as  follows : 

YsASd— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham CUrk,  WiUiam  Findley,  William  K  Giles,  Chris- 
topher Oreenup,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathamel  Maoon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore, 
Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  0.  Schoonmaker,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Tliomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Tenable,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  NicfaoUM  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Da- 
niel Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera.  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Georsre 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muh- 
lenberg. William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Peter  Svlvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  and  Arte- 
mas  Ward. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  third  resolution,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  afflrmative. 
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Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Millcdok,  re- 
tomed  to  serre  in  this  House  for  the  State  of 
<3eorg;ia  in  the  room  of  Aktbont  Watv^  whose 
Beat  wu  declared  vacant,  appeared,  produced  his 
'Credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ibarih 
resolution  reported  on  Tuesday  last  bj  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Speech  of  the 
PauiDENT  or  TBI  UirmiD  States  ;  and  the  same 
being  again  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  foHows : 

**Be9olued,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  be 
directed  to  report  the  plan  of  a  proyiaion  for  the  reim- 
bursemeat  of  the  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  porsuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  aot  to  incorporate  the  Snbscaribers  te  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea* " 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  and  agreed  to  yes- 
terday, and  that  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr. 
Heistbr,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bilhi  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  second  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  agreed  to 
yesterday,  and  that  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Datton, 
and  Mr.  LsAfuiRD,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PBEsmsKT  or 
THE  United  States,  with  an  abstract  of  a  supple- 
mentary arrangement  which  has  been  made  by 
bim,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1791,  and  the  8th  day  of  May,  1792,  for  raisinj;  a 
revenue  upon  foreign  and  domestic  distilled  spints, 
in  re^>ect  to  the  subdivisions  and  officers  which 
have  appeared  to  him  necessary,  and  to  tiie  allow- 
ances for  their  respective  services  to  the  Super- 
visors, Inspectors,  and  other  officers  of  inspection, 
together  with  estimates  of  the  amount  of  compen- 
sations and  charges. 

The  said  Message,  and  papers  therein  referred  to, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  containin|^  estimates  of  the  sums 
necessary  to  be  appropnated  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1798,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson, and,  after  some  time  iq>ent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  re3K>rt  under  consideration,  and  made 
some  progress  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  further  proceedmg 
on  the  said  Rmrt,  and  that  it  be  committed  to 
Mr.  Awes,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Mr.  Clark, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  same,  and  report 
their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  reimburse  cer- 
tain extra  expenses  of  the  kte  Commissioners  for 


treating  of  Peace  with  the  Creek  IndiaDa,  and 
that  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Tucker,  and  Mr.  Jbudoae 
SMrm,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acrompany- 
ing  his  Reports  on  sundry  petitions;  which  wcr 
severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe: 

REOISTERIKO  OF  VESSELS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  biQ  concerning  the  le-   i 
gistering  and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels ; 

Mr.  Page  opposed  the  clause  which  referred  to 
"ships  or  vessels  captured  in  war.**  He  mored 
that  it  should  be  stnick  out,  as  countenancing  a 
savage  practice,  now  exploded  and  hud  aside  bj 
civilized  nations ;  that  it  would  be  time  enough 
when  the  United  States  shall  be  so  unfortunate  u 
to  be  involved  in  a  war,  to  make  providon  tor  the 
case  now  alluded  to ;  that  no  inconvenience  ooald 
arise  from  adopting  the  motion ;  that  indeed  ft 
highly  became  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  to  adopt  it,  as  mey  would  tfaer^y  shoe 
their  approbation  of  the  liberal  and  benevokot 
sentiments  now  adopted  by  the  greatest  4nd  moA 
enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  abolishing  the  mba- 
man  practice*  That  he  supposed  the  clause  hid 
been  inserted  in  the  bill,  because  it  wws  dnws 
before  this  circumstance  of  the  benevolent  dispo- 
sition of  the  nations  of  Europe  was  gencnflf 
known.  He  hoped  therefore  that  his  motion  weoid 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TucKEB  seconded  the  moticm,  and  sapported 
it  by  aipiments  similar  to  Mr.  PAoa'a ;  reooarkio;, 
that  the  French  nation,  though  now  engaged  is  in 
extensive  war,  did  not  permit  the  capture  of  net- 
chant  vessels:  prohibiting  that  practioe  am  inhnmin 
and  unbecommg  a  civilized  nation. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  in  reply,  said  that  the  motko 
seemed  to  look  to  a  stale  of  perpetual  peace,  bat 
for  his  part,  as  he  did  not  think  the  miUenium  wis 
hx^n,  he  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Page  replied,  tmtt  he  did  not  expect  the 
millenium  in  his  day  any  more  than  the  gentle 
man  did  who  had  endeavored  to  ridiciile  Iub  ido- 
tion.  That  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find 
that  a  motion  which  had  a  tendency  so  benevolent, 
and  was  in  itself  so  rational,  expressed  too  with 
modesty  and  deference  to  the  framers  of  the  bill, 
should  meet  with  such  a  reception.  He  then 
repeated  the  substance  of  what  he  had  before  ssid, 
as  he  supposed  he  had  not  been  heard,  and  insisted 
on  it  that  the  clause  he  moved  to  be  struck  cot 
was  not  only  unnecessarv  in  the  bill,  but  wis 
an  improper  adoption  of  a  practioe  now  con- 
demned as  savage  by  the  enlightened  nations  of 
the  world. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  remarked  in  oppoodon  |o  the 
motion,  that  the  cUuse  ought  not  to  be  struck  oat, 
because  it  was  not  confined  to  merchant  vessel^ 
which  might  be  captured,  but  extended  to  ships  of 
war,  which,  if  taken  by  the  United  States  in  an/ 
future  war,  ought  certainly  to  come  within  the 
view  and  benefit  of  the  act 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried  in  the 
negative  without  a  division. 
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When  the  bill  waa  reported^  Mr.  Page  renewed 
ii«  modan  for  strikhig  out  the  olauw,  &c^  repeat- 
tkg  nearly  his  former  .aowumcotB,  adding  that  as 
o  the  olidectkm  made  to  hia  motion  en  aocoont  of 
ta  iaterferinf  with  the  caae  of  ahipa  of  war  which 
nay  be  eaptued.  He  eaid  he  felt  far  the  United 
3t«tea  when  aueh  a  eaae  was  mentioned ;  he  felt 
ximaelf  deyoaaed  and  dispirited  at  the  idea  of  hia 
9oantry  being  ao  per|rfexed  by  the  ezpenaes  of  a 
trifling  war  with  the  Indiana,  and  yet  looking  for- 
iraxd  to  the  eaptore  of  ehipe  of  war.  That  sorely 
S  that  be  the  object  of  die  oknaet  as  it  looks  to  a 
ssae  which  oannot  happen  till  a  fntnre  distant  day, 
it  will  be  time  enons h  far  some  future  Legislature 
to  consider  it ;  that  for  his  part,  he  hoped  never  to 
see  the  United  States  poasessed  of  a  nayy ;  at  all 
events,  till  they  had  one,  it  would  be  nnneoessary 
to  make  regulations  reapeeting  their  prises.  He 
assured  the  House,  he  would  not  have  renewed  his 
Bkotion,  if  he  did  not  think  it  his  dn^  to  jiersist 
in  his  attempt  to  show  the  propriety  of  uniting  in 
sentiments  and  endeavors  with  the  great  enlight- 
ened nations  of  the  world,  to  put  a  stop  to  a  savage 
practice  which  had-  been  too  often  a  great  indnm- 
Bsent  to  eater  into  wars.  He  wished  to  take  away 
every  possible  temptation  to  enter  into  a  war,  and 
whenever  his  country  should  be  ao  unhappy  as  to 
be  involved  in  one,  ne  wiriied,  by  the  amendment 
pcopoeed,  to  leasen  the  number  of  anavoidable  evils 
attending  wars. 

The  bul  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed^  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next 


FUDAT,  November  23. 

Mr.  Axes,  from  ^e  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses 
of  t3ie  late  Commissioners  fbr  treating  of  Peace 
with  the  Creek  Indians ;  which  was  received,  tnd 
read  the  first  time. 

FOREIGN  COINa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **  An  act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for 
other  purposes.** 

Mr.  Page  said,  he  wished  to  be  informed 
whether  there  really  was  the  di£GBrence  between 
the  Frendi  and  British  Coins  stated  in  the  bill ;  if 
so,  how  that  difierence  has  been  ascertained.  That 
a  few  years  since  he  had  examined  hvdrostaticaUy 
the  different  gold  coins  named  in  the  bill,  and  a 
variety  of  coins  of  the  German  Empire ;  and  that 
although  be  readily  discovered  that  the  specific 
CTavity  of  the  latter  was  so  little  as  to  justify  the 
low  value  at  whi<^  they  were  generally  rated, 
he  remembered  well,  that  there  was  by  no  means 
such  diflbrence  between  the  spedfio  gravity  of 
the  former  as  could  justifj^  the  discrimination 
made  in  the  biU.  He  added,  that  he  doubted 
whether,  if  there  really  should  af^ieor  to  be  that 
difference  between  the  coins,  it  would  be  proper  to 
introduce  the  distinction  by  a  law  of  the  General 
Government,  aa  it  might  be  attended  with  some 
inconvenienoes,  and  might  be  construed  into  a 
partiidity  to  JBiittsh  commerce.  He  therefore,  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  Committee^  moved  to  amend 


the  ehrase,  so  as  that  die  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain,  Franee,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  should  be 
paTable  at  the  same  rates, 

Mr.  TucKsa  seconded  Mr.  Page,  and  supported 
his  motion  with  similar  arguments. 

Mr.  FnzeiMONS  said,  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendtnent,  beoause,  he  believed  that  die  dis- 
tinction proposed  in  the  bill  was  really  that  whtdi 
did  ^st  in  the  intzinsio  value  of  the  coins  alluded 
to. 

Several  otiier  members  oipDosed  the  motion*  be- 
cause, said  thev,  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  Senate, 
who  originated  the  bill,  had  eoBsidered  the  subject 
fully,  and  had  made  the  nroper  estimate,  on  full  in- 
formation of  the  real  value  of  ^e  difierent  coins. 
'  Mr.  Page  replied,  that  since  he  had  only  heard 
the  opinions  and  suppoeitions  of  gentlemen  opposed 
to  his  opinion,  and  no  satisfactory  proof  oAered  to 
aup^rt  the  bill  afpainst  his  amendment,  he  should 
persist  in  his  motion ;  lor,  said  he,  although  I  will 
not  be  so  dogmatical  as  to  assert  that  I  am  right, 
and  the  Senate  wrong ;  yet,  in  a  matter  of  this 
nsture,  which  admits  of  positive  proof  and  demon- 
stration, and  which,  as  far  as  my  own  actual  expe- 
riments have  sone,  establish  my  opinion,  I  cannot 
give  it  up,  till  I  have  been  convinced  by  other  argu- 
ments than  such  as  I  have  heard.  Had  I  been  told 
that  the  different  coina  alluded  to  bad  been  exa- 
mined hydrostatically,  or  had  been  assayed  by  pro- 
per persons  amwinted  for  that  purpose,  I  mould 
have  aoQuiesced.  I  might  possiblv,  however,  have 
su]>posea  that  they  were  of  a  different  coinage  or 
emission  from  those  which  I  had  examined.  I 
think  the  clause  under  consideration  is  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  require  fhll  and  satislhctory  proof 
to  the  world,  that  it  has  not  been  adopted  without 
a  thorowh  investii^tion  of  the  truth  and  propriety 
of  the  mserimination  it  establishes  between  the 
coins  of  the  nations  with  which  we  have  auch  a 
considerable  oommercial  intercourse.  With  that 
proof,  I  should  be  satisfied,  and  would  defy  the 
mvidions  suspidon  of  our  being  influenced  bv  im- 
proper motives  j  Irat  till  such  proof  be  afforded,  I 
must  think  it  would  be  better  to  amend  the  bill  aa 
I  proposed,  which  would  leave  those  coins  on  their 
present  footing  during  only  the  short  term  to  whidi 
their  circulation  is  limited  by  the  bill. 

From  what  fell  from  some  gentlemen,  he  said, 
it  appeared  that  they  thought  the  examination  of 
the  relative  value  of  coma  ccwld  only  be  ascertained 
by  an  assayer.  He  affirmed  that  an^  person 
aqinainted  with  the  use  of  an  iiydrostatic  balance 
might  easily  examine  them.  That  it  was  witii 
reluctance  he  said  any  thing  which  might  look 
like  a  scientific  parade,  but  he  thought  it  liis  duty 
to  brine  forward  the  inqniir  he  mSde ;  and  what 
had  faflen  from  some  ffennenen  oon^elkd  him 
to  explain  and  support  his  motion. 

To  ei^latn  what  he  had  said  rsspedfay  the 
hrdrostatic  experiment,  he  observed,  that  it  had 
pleased  Nature,  er  rather  the  Great  Author  of 
Nature,  to  annex  to  most  bodies,  and  pardenlar- 
ly  to  metal,  a  different  weight.  Happily  eacli 
apeoies  of  substances  have  different  w^i^ts,  which* 
with  propriety,  are  called  specific  gra^itiea.  That* 
most  nappily  for  our  purpose,  a  cubio  foot  of  water 
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weighs  1,000  oe.  avoirdupois ;  and  a  body  when 
immeraed  in  water,  disphiees  a  mass  of  water  eqnal 
to  the  hulk  of  the  immersed  body,  in  displacing 
which  mass  of  water,  the  body,  if  suspended  to  a 
pair  of  scales,  is  found  to  lose  a  weight  exactly 
equal  to  the  weight  of  the  mass  of  water  so  dis- 
placed ;  so  that,  if  any  piece  of  money  be  weighed 
first  in  air  and  then  in  water,  its  loss  of  weight  in 
water  will  be  exactly  the  weight  of  an  equal  bulk 
of  water,  which  must  at  once  give  the  compara- 
tive weight  of  that  piece  of  money  and  of  water. 
And  as  by  this^  method  pure  gold  has  been  found 
to  be  about  nineteen  times  neavier  than  water, 
and  copper  nine  times,  which  has  been  generally 
the  alloy  used  in  gold  coins,  if  copper  be  mixed  in 
any  proportion  (or  any  other  metal  whose  specific 
gravity  is  known)  the  specific  gravity  of  the  com- 
pound may  be  found,  and  the  exact  proportion  of 
each  ingredient  ascertained ;  and  here  1  will  re- 
mark, that  as,  in  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
portion of  silver  and  copper,  which  are  declared  to 
be  the  composition  of  the  alloy  for  our  sold  coins, 
is  not  exactly  fixed ;  there  must  be  a  mfficulty  of 
finding  the  real  value  of  that  coin  without  an  ac- 
tual and  accurate  assay,  and  also  room  for  varying 
ito  value.  But,  as  this  is  happily  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  whose  abilities, 
accuracy,  and  integrity,  are  so  remarkable,  no  in- 
convenience need  be  apprehended,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  he  will  observe  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  that  he  will  point  out  from  time  to  time',  the 
exact  proportion  of  these  two  ingredients  of  the 
alloy,  which  are  left  by  the  bill  to  his  discretion. 
This  I  looked  upon  as  a  defect  in  the  bill,  and  mem- 
tioned  when  it  was  before  us  the  last  session,  as  a 
reason  why  I  wished  to  have  it  recommitted ;  but 
to  return  to  the  question.  As  I  have  found  that 
the  specific  gravity  of  the  gold  coins  of  England, 
France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  was,  as  well  as  I  can 
now  remember,  about  seventeen  and  a  half,  and 
that  of  some  German  coins  not  fifteen ;  that  is,  that 
the  former  weighed  seventeen  and  a  half  times 
more  than  an  equal  mass  of  water,  and  the  latter 
not  fifteen  times  as  much,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
a  cubic  foot  of  the  former  weighed  17,500  ox. 
whilst  a  cubic  foot  of  the  latter  would  not  weigh 
15,000—1  say,  as  I  have  found  this  to  be  the  case, 
I  wish  to  know  now  whether  any  later  experi- 
ments on  those  coins  have  been  made  to  prove 
that  there  is  a  difference  stated  in  the  bill  j  if  there 
have  been  such  experiments.  I  shall  withdraw  my 
motion,  if  not,  I  must  insist  upon  it 


Monday,  November  26. 

Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  from  Connecticut,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat 

A  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses  of  the 
late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  Peace  with  the 
Creek  Indians  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  registering  and 
recording  of  ships  or  vessels  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


A  petition  of  sundry  masters  and  owners  of 
coasting  vessels,  and  others,  trading  between  the 
ports  of  New  London  and  New  York,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
tonnage  and  fees  of  office  imposed  on  vessels  em- 
ploved  in  the  coasting  trade  maj  be  lessened. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  or  bills  for  regulating  ships  or  vessels  cm- 
ploved  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries. 

A  petition  of  John  Manley  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  priie 
money  on  certain  Britiui  ships  captiured  by  the 
petitioner,  while  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  6t  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instructions  to  exaoi- 
ine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Gobi- 
mittee  of  the  Wnole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act  regulating  Fordgm 
Coins,  and  for  other  purposes;**  and,  after  tome 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  slid  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto;  whidiwoe 
severally  read  twice,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House: 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  and  representation  of  Warner  Mif- 
fiin,  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read,  stating  oertsin  re- 
flections for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  African  slave  trade,  and  to  the  humane 
treatment  of  slaves  in  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  represent- 
ation do  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissionera  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  between  the  individnil 
States  and  the  United  States,  report  to  the  House 
the  time  at  which  they  suppose  they  will  be  ready 
to  make  their  final  report ;  and  whether  any,  sod 
what,  obstacles  remain,  to  prevent  such  final  re- 
port 


Tuesday,  November  27. 

Mr.  WiLLiAH  Smith,  from  the  ocmiiiiittee  sp- 
pointed,  presented  a  bill  to  ascertain  the  fees  de- 
mandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings,  in  the  Dis> 
trict  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend,  in 
part,  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  government 
and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merehants'  ser- 
vice;** which  was  received,  and  read  twioe,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  enrolling  and  licensing  shing 
or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same ;  which 
was  received,  read  twioe,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  hiid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  covering  a 
petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  St.  \in- 
cennes,  on  the  Wabash,  praying  that  the  resnrrej 
of  their  lands,  directed  by  a  late  law,  may  be  made 
at  the  publio  expense :  which  were  read,  and  o^ 
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ered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Livbrhore,  Mr.  Muh- 
EHBERG,  and  Mr.  Leohard,  with  instruction  to  ex- 
mine  the  same,  and  report  their  opinion  thereupon 
>  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CoDimittee  of 
ne  Whole  HouRe  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
beTreasary,  respecting  lost  and  destroyed  certifi- 
ates;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Com- 
Qittee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 


Wedkesdat,  November  28. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
iented  a  bill  to  make  compensation  to  the  widows 
ind  orphans  of  persons  who  were  killed  by  Indians, 
inder  the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce ;  which  was  re- 
vived, read  twice,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  granting  farther 
:ompensation  to  certain  Receivers  of  Continental 
Taxes;  and  that  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Shearjashub 
BouRRE,  and  Mr.  Sylvester,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  ihe^  P&esident  of  the  (Jrited  States,  of 
the  9th  instant,  together  with  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary 
between  the  Sute  of  Virginia  and  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio: 
whereupon, 

Resolted,  that  the  PREsrosirT  of  the  Uhited 
States  be  requested  and  authorized,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky,  to  cause  the  line  to  be  extended  from  the 
western  termination  of  the  line  formerly  run  by 
Fry  and  Jefferson,  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  and  by 
other  sur^^eyors  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  by 
a  surveyor  of  sufficient  abilities,  in  the  proper  lati- 
tude,  whereby  the  northern  boundary  of  the  terri- 
tory ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  may  be  determined ;  and  that  Con- 
gress will  provide  for  the  necessary  expense  attend- 
ing the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
imant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  tliat  Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  WauAHsoH,  and  Mr.  Page,  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes,** 
together  with  the  amendments  thereto,  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and,  on  a  motion  mode  and  sec- 
onded, 

Ordered,  To  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  first  Monday  of  January 

next. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
wnted  a  bill  granting  farther  compensation  to  cer- 
tain Receivers  of  Continental  Taxes;  which  was  re- 
ceived, read  twice,  and  committed. 
■The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  reimburse  certain 
extra  expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treat- 
'"g  of  Peace  with  the  Creek  Indians;  and,  after 
^n:ie  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
tne  Committee  bad  had  the  snid  bill  under  con- 


uderation,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment, 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

WARNER  MIFFLIN'S  PETITION. 

Mr.  Steele  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  memorial  and  representation  of  Warner 
Mifflin  on  the  subject  of  Negro  slavery.  Mr.  S. 
said,  that  after  what  had  pas^  at  New  York  on 
this  subject,  he  had  hoped  the  House  would  have 
heard  no  more  of  it ;  but,  to  his  surprise,  he  found 
the  subject  was  stsrted  anew,  and  had  been  in- 
troduced by  a  fanatic,  who,  not  content  with  keep- 
ing his  own  conscience,  undertook  to  become  the 
keeper  of  the  consciences  of  other  men,  and  in  a 
manner  which  he  deemed  not  very  decent,  had 
intrusted  his  opinions  into  this  House.  Had  an 
application  been  made  to  him  to  present  such  a 
petition,  he  thought  he  should  have  avoided  a 
compliance  with  it  Gentlemen  in  the  Northern 
States  do  not  realize  the  mischievous  consequences 
which  have  already  resu[ted  from  measures  of  this 
kind,  and  if  a  stop  were  not  put  to  such  proceed- 
ings, the  Southern  States  would  be  compelled  to 
apply  to  the  General  Grovernment  for  their  interfer- 
ence. He  concluded,  by  moving  **  that  the  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  Warner  Mifflin,  be 
returned  to  him  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House;  and 
that  the  entry  of  said  petition  be  expunged  from  the 
Journal.** 

Mr.  Ames  rose  to  explain  his  motives  in  pre- 
senting the  petition.  He  said  it  was  his  opinion, 
which  he  had  expressed  to  the  House  long  ago 
that  this  Government  could  not,  with  propriety, 
take  any  steps  in  the  matter  referred  to  in  this 
petition;  but,  on  the  general  principle,  that  every 
citizen  has  a  right  to  petition  the  Legislature,  and 
to  apply  to  any  member  to  present  his  request  to 
the  House,  he  had  handed  it  in.  The  petitioner  is  a 
citizen  of  Delaware;  and  had  the  member  fhom 
that  State  been  in  the  House,  he  should  not  have 
thought  himself  obliged  to  have  introduced  it ;  but 
that  gentleman  being  absent,  the  petitioner  had  a 
right  to  apply  to  a  member  from  any  other  State. 
He  had  no  idea  of  supporting  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition, his  mind  having  been  long  made  up  on  the 
subject  He  considered  it  as  totally  inexpedient  to 
inteifere  with  the  subject,  and  had  uniformly  op- 
posed the  applications  made  at  a  former  session  of 
Congress.  •     • 

Mr.  Livermore  did  not  consider  the  motion  in 
order,  the  subject  not  being  properly  before  the 
House ;  nor  did  he  believe  there  was  any  disposition 
to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  W.  Smfth  said  he  had  seconded  the  motion, 
with  a  view  of  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  any 
member  to  call  it  up  when  persons  might  be  ab- 
sent who  would  find  it  their  duty  to  oppose  it 
Mr.  S.  said  he  admitted,  in  its  full  extent,  the  right 
of  every  citizen  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances, and  the  duty  of  the  House  to  consider  such 
petitions ;  but  the  paper  in  question  is  a  mere  rant 
and  rhapsody  of  a  meddling  fanatic,  interlarded 
with  texts  of  Scripture,  and  concluded  with  no 
specific  prayer.    He  observed  it  was  the  general 
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praetieeof  Legislative  bodies  for  members  present- 
ing petitions  to  read  them,  in  order  to  make  known 
their  objectSi  and  to  have  tiiem  entered  on  the  Jour- 
nal. In  this  particular  instance,  the  praotice  might 
be  attended  with  danger.  Citizens  of  the  Southern 
States  learning  that  papers  of  this  kind  meet  with 
countenance  here,  would  be  alarmed.  The  ffentle* 
man  who  presented  this  paper  had  not,  on  this  oc- 
CBMion,  shown  his  usual  regani  to  Southern  inter- 
ests.  Had  be  stated  its  dangerous  object,  the 
House  would  undoubtedly  have  refused  its  recep- 
tion. After  the  proceedings  at  New  York,  when  a 
similar  applkation  was  made,  his  constituents  had  a 
riffht  to  expect  that  the  subject  would  never  be 
stirred  again.  He  would  assure  the  House,  that 
while  he  continued  a  member  of  it,  he  should  never 
fiiil  to  express  his  abhorrence  against  ail  such  ap- 
plications, as  they  could  have  none  but  a  mischiev- 
ous tendency.  Se  far  from  being  calculated  to 
meliorate  the  condition  of  the  race  who  were  the 
object  of  them,  they  had  a  tendency  to  alienate 
their  affections  from  their  masters,  and  by  exciting 
in  them  a  spirit  of  restlessness,  to  render  greater 
severity  towards  them  n%cessary.  He  therefore 
earnestly  called  on  the  House  to  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion, and  thereby  convince  this  enthusiast,  and 
others,  that  they  can  never  meet  countenaaoe  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  Union. 

The  part  of  the  motion  directing  the  petition  to 
be  returned  by  the  Clerk  was  weed  to.  The  re- 
mainder was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Steels,  the  mover. 


Thursday,  November  29. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

The  Speakek  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  public  moneys,  from  tlie  first  of  July  to  the  thir- 
tieth of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two, inclusive;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  he  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the  sums  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  affain. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Lewis  Garanger,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  brother, 
Charles  Garanger :  whereupon, 

RaoLjoed,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
be  empowered  and  directed  to  adjust  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  Lewis  Garanger,  as  a  Captain  of  Ar- 
tillery, from  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  until  the  estab- 
lishment of  peace. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Madi- 
son, Mr.  WiLLiAifsoir,  and  Mr.  Wiluam  Smith,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


On  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pbesidbst  of  the  Uirrra 
States  be  requested  to  cause  assays  and  other 
proper  experiments  to  be  made,  at  the  Mint  of  tb« 
iJnited  States,  of  the  gold  and  silver  eoios  of 
France,  England,  Spain, and  Portugal;  and  a  report 
of  the  quantity  of  fine  metal,  and  of  alloy,  in  tank 
of  the  denominations  of  the  coins,  to  be  laid  befon 
this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  transmitted 
to  the  pREsiDEHT  OF  THE  Ukited  States,  hj  the 
Speakeb. 


Fbidat,  November  30. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  the  execnton  of 
Edward  Carnes,  deceased;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Com. 
mittee  had  had  the  said  report  under  consider, 
tion,  and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon;  whicb 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houiw,  u 
follows : 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  measures  are  ne- 
cessary to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  claims  against 
the  United  States,  not  barred  by  acts  of  limiution, 
founded  upon  certificates  granted,  or  settlements 
made,  by  any  officer  or  officers,  heretofore  anthor« 
ized  by  the  United  States  to  issue  certificates  or 
make  settlements  in  their  behalf,  and  who  have  not 
settled  their  accounts ;  and  to  report  the  resalt  of 
their  inquiries." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  FiTzsiMon, 
Mr.  Dattoh,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Nilcs,  be  t 
committee,  pureuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre> 
pare  and  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishtov 
a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,  so  fiir  as  respects  the  copper  coinage;  and 
that  Mr.  Willumsoh,  Mr.  Paoe,  and  Ifr.  Kittebi, 
be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  senriee 
of  the  year  one  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  nioetr- 
three;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  sgui 
had  the  said  report  under  considention,  and  made  i 
farther  progress  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  House  the  accounts  of  the 
Commissionere  of  Loans,  for  the  current  year,  by 
which  his  estimate  ia  formed  for  appropriating  thirtr- 
five  thousand  and  sixty-three  dollare  and  twenty- 
eight  cents,  for  the  salaries  of  clerks  and  for  sta- 
tionery, in  the  Loan  Offices  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  thirty-first  of  Mareh,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three. 

MoRDAT,  December  3. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Woodrop  sod 
Joseph  Sims,  which  was  presented  to  this  House 
on  the  8th  ultimo,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Eet,  Mr. 
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Ibotb,  and  Mr.  Tuckbr,  wkh  instraction  to  ex- 
antiie  tho  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with 
heir  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Hoose. 

The  Speakkr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aooompanytng^  his 
«port  of  a  plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  Public 
)ebt,  and  for  the  r^mbursement  of  a  certain  loan 
Dtde  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to 
he  orders  of  the  81st  and  22d  ultimo;  which  was 
tad,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  traders,  in- 
labitants  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  was  pre- 
lented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  disad* 
rantages  under  which  they  labor,  for  the  want  of  a 
Minkrupt  law,  and  praying  that  Congress  win  take 
he  Bulciject  into  consideration,  and  pass  an  act 
hereupon. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
he  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
i  bill  or  bills  to  establish  an  uniform  system  on 
he  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
Stotes. 

Mr.  BouDDiOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
iresented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  aetermin- 
Dg  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  territonr  ceded 
0  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
ioa;  which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Eem>lf>ed^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
0  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
persons  returned  to  his  ofllce  for  pensions,  by  the 
yircuit  Courts,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled, "  An 
kct  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
ridows  and  orphans,  barred  by  limitations  hereto- 
ore  established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
alid  Pensions.**  together  with  the  rates  of  the  said 
tensions,  and  the  causes  assigned  for  disability, 
xx»mpanied  with  a  statement  of  such  facts  and 
ircumstances  as  may  relate  thereto. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
f  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
f  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the  sums  neces- 
ary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
ne  thousand  sefen  hundred  and  ninety-three ; 
nd,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
ose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
V'hole  House  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  the  fees  de- 
landable  on  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District 
k>urts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend,  in  part, 
he  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  government  and 
egulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants*  service;" 
nd,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
ose  and  reported  progress. 

WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS 
Mr.  Dayton's  motion,  laid  on  the  table  on  Friday 
ist,  was  called  up  by  that  gentleman,  viz : 

*'  That  the  Secretarv  of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before 
his  House  a  list  of  tne  names  of  the  persona  returned 
o  bis  office  for  peoaioos,  by  the  Circuit  Courts,  in  pur- 
oance  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
ettlemeot  of  the  claims  of  widows  and  orphans,  barred 
yy  the  limitations  heretofore  established,  and  to  regu- 
ate  the  claima  to  invalid  peosions,'  together  with  the 
ates  of  said  pensions,  and  the  causes  assigned  for  dis- 
ability, accompanied  with  a  statement  of  such  facts  and 
ircumstances  as  may  relate  thereto." 


Hr.  Datton  observed,  that  be  considered  it  the 
indispensable  duty  of  the  Legiskiture  to  inquire 
into  this  subject,  in  order  to  avoid  imposition.  He 
held  a  paper  in  his  hand  containing  an  account  of 
a  number  of  persons  admitted  on  the  pension  list 
by  the  Circuit  Courts,  on  account  of  complaints, 
which,  if  they  were  generallv  admitted,  would  in- 
crease the  pension  list  in  such  manner,  as  ten  times 
the  present  revenue  of  the  United  States  would 
not  be  adequate  to  supporting. 

Mr.  B.  Bourns  observed,  that  the  Government 
had  vested  a  discretionary  power  with  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  check  the  grant  of  pensions  in  improper 
cases ;  that  the  Secretary  was  preparing  a  report 
on  this  subject ;  and  that  a  full  statement  of  the 
whole  matter  would  be  laid  before  the  House.  He 
therefore  saw  no  necessity  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Sbogwick  said,  he  hoped  nothing  was  in- 
tended by  tAe  motion  to  counteract  the  benevolent 
views  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  only  act  of  Legis- 
lative generosity  ever  exhibited  by  this  Govern- 
ment, tne  law  of  the  last  session  makine  particular 
provision  for  invalids.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  the 
necessary  information  on  the  subject  would  come 
before  the  House  in  course;  but  he  was  anxious 
that  no  steps  should  be  taken,  on  account  of  some 
improper  grants  of  pensions,  to  frustrate  the  designs 
of  Government,  or  divert  the  justice  and  humanity 
of  the  country  from  a  class  of  citizens  who  have 
fought  the  battles  of  the  Union,  and  to  whom  the 
United  States  are  so  much  indebted  for  their  pres- 
ent freedom  and  happiness. 

Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Lavrahcx,  and 
Mr.  HiLLHOusB,  supported  the  motion.  It  was  said 
that  the  law  was  found  inadequate  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  made ;  that  while  in  some  cases  it 
was  not  carried  into  execution,  in  others  veiy  im- 
proper grants  of  pensions  had  been  made.  Infor- 
maUon  was  wanted ;  this  information  may  be  ob- 
tained ;  the  law  is  defective,  and  ought  to  be  revised. 
Justice,  therefore,  to  real  objects,  to  guard  against 
impositions,  and  to  make  that  provision  which  the 
finances  of  the  country  are  competent  to,  impose  a 
necessity  that  the  motion  should  be  adopted.  In 
reply  to  the  objection,  that  information  would  come 
in  of  course  from  the  War  Office,  it  was  said,  the 
motion  went  to  several  points,  on  which  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  report,  unless  he  was 
required  to  do  it 


TuBSDAT,  December  4. 

A  bill  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary 
of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Thursday  next 

The  Spbakeu  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany-^ 
ing  the  Register's  detail  of  the  estimate  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  and  sixtv-three  dollars  and  twenty- 
eight  cents,  for  the  clerk  hire  and  stationery  of 
the  several  Loan  Offices  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  thirty-first  of  March  next,  made  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  Friday  last;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  Are  re- 
ferred the  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  cur^ 
rent  year. 

ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  of  the  esttmdtes  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  jftutidred  and 
ninety- three.  The  papers  on  which  the  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  the  Loan  Offices  was  founded, 
were  read. 

The  accounts  of  the  Loan  Officers  of  Kassachu- 
setts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Vir- 
ginia, were  particularly  called  for,  and  read  in  de- 
tail. The  expenses  of  these  offices  were  very  dif- 
ferent, owing  to  the  business  being  much  greater, 
by  reason  of  transfers,  in  some  States  thfin  in  others. 
The  amount  of  the  expense  was  generally  com- 
plained o£  It  was  observed  that  some  other  mode 
of  doing  the  business  ought  to  be  adopted,  or,  that 
those  for  whose  advantage  these  numerous  trans- 
fers are  made,  should  bear  a  due  proportion  of  the 
expense  occasioned  thereby.  Several  alterations 
or  corrections  were  made  in  the  estimate  respecting 
this  article. 

The  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  con- 
tingencies and  incidental  expenses  of  the  War  De- 
partment, having  been  struck  out,  Mr.  Stekle 
moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  five  thousand 
dollars. 

This  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  was  succeeded 
by  another,  to  the  following  purport :  **  That  the 
President  of  the  Unfted  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  statement 
of  (he  items  constituting  the  sum  in  the  estimate 
proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  contingent,  inci- 
dental, and  conjectural  charges  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment" This  motion  was  objected  to  as  informal 
in  itself,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  House; 
it  was  urged  that  the  proper  mode  would  be  to  call 
on  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  War  Department, 
to  lay  before  the  House  the  necesdary  documents. 
It  was  accordingly  moved  that  the  words  '*  the 
President  of  the  United  States"  be  struck  out 
of  the  motion,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
should  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  House,  &c. 
The  motion  for  striking  out  was  lost ;  and  then  the 
question  on  the  motion  as  originally  made,  was  put 
and  carried. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  of  the  7th  ul- 
timo as  relates  to  a  statement  of  the  administration 
of  the  fund  appropriated  to  certain  Foreign  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  papers  accompanying  the 
same,  made  a  report ;  which  wks  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  CREEK  TREATY. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  the  28ih  ultimo,  to  the  bill  to  reimburse 
certain  extra  expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners 
for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Creek  Indians: 
whereupon. 


The  question  being  taken,  that  the  House  do  con- 
cur with  the  Committee  in  the  said  amendment  for 
filling  up  the  blank  in  the  said  bill  with  the  words 
'*  iwBhe  thousand  dolktn ;" — it  passed  in  the  na- 
tive— ^yeas  24,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YxAB. — Fiaher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Eg:bert  Benson,  Elias  Bondinot,  Sheaijadiob 
Bourne,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Niefaolia 
Oilman,  Benjamin  Ooodhue,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  He- 
ger,  Amasa  Learned,  John  Milledge,  Frederick  Angcs- 
tus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  JtAun  Page, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Jooatbao  Stnrga, 
George  Thatdier,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremih 
Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Natl — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abn- 
ham  Clarke,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  BL  QUe*^  Jaraea 
Gk>rdon,  Christopher  Oreenup,  William  Barry  Grove, 
James  HiUhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richaid 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Andrew  Moore,  Ns- 
thaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Cornelius  C.  Sdxxn- 
maker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Tho- 
mas Snmpter,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White, 
Hagh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then,  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  to  fill  up  the  said  blank  with  the  words 
**nine  hundred  dollars,"  it  was  resolvcKl  in  the 
affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  vrith  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Wedresdat,  December  5. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  reimburse  certain  extn 
expenses  of  the  late  Commissioners  for  treating  of 
Peace  with  the  Creek  Indians  was  read  the  third 
time ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass,  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  21, 
as  follows : 

YsAS.— Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudiiiot,  Sheaijubab 
Bourne,  lliomas  Fitxsimoos,  John  Laurance,  Samael 
Livermore,  John  Milledge,  Frederick  Augustas  Muhlea- 
berg,  John  Page,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith. 
Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Todcr 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  sod 
Francis  Willis. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  James  Gordon,  Isrscl 
Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  George  Leonard, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Nik^ 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Peter  Sylvester,  laaei 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Vcoa- 
ble,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

PETITION  OF  MOSES  YOUNG. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Moses  Youo^. 
Whereupon, 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  said  committee, 
in  the  words  following,  was  read,  to  wit : 

"That  the  said  Moses  Young  hath  a  just  daim  oo 
the  United  States  for  the  full  amount  of  his  salary,  at 
the  rate  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  aonum, 
from  the  eighteenth  of  October,  one  thousand  sereQ 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  to  the  thirtieth  of  Augutk 
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one  tboaBaad  aeven  hundred  and  eiffhty-two,  ineladiog 
the  usual  allowance  of  three  months  for  returning  to 
Ameriea;  and  that,  after  deducting  the  sums  reoeiFed 
from  Doctor  Franklin,  and  by  hia  attomcT,  Joseph 
Kourae.  the  balaooe  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States.'* 

The  ftcts  of  the  case  are  these:  Mr.  Toung 
was  appointed  Secretary  to  Mr.  Laurens  <m  his 
embassy  to  Holliuid.  Mr.  Laurens,  it  appears,  had 
recommeoded  to  Mr.  Toung  to  take  but  one  half 
of  his  salarj,  in  consideration  of  the  embassy's 
having  prored  inefficient ;  and,  as  an  inducement, 
informed  Mr.  Young  that  he  (Mr.  Laurens)  in- 
tended to  relinquish  the  whole  of  his  salary.  Mr. 
Toung,  from  patriotic  motires,  and  influenced  by 
the  eicample  of  Mr.  Laurens,  accordingly  relin- 
quished one  half  of  his  salary  as  Secretary  afore- 
said ;  but  finding  afterwards  that  Mr.  Laurens  had, 
OQ  his  return  to  America,  receired  his  full  salary 
and  emoluments  from  the  Qoremment,  as  Am- 
bsssador,  Mr.  Young,  in  the  petition,  prays  that  he 
may  be  paid  the  full  amount  of  the  salary  he  had, 
on  the  aforesaid  considerations,  relinquished.  All 
the  vouchers  and  documents  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject were  read  ;  among  others,  an  account  settled 
between  the  United  States  and  Mr.  Young.  The 
question,  therefore,  according  to  the  opinion  given 
by  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  petition  was, 
whether  the  present  Government  should  ayail 
itself  of  this  settlement  made  under  the  cireum- 
itances  already  stated,  and  thereby  preclude  the 
petitioner  from  the  full  allowance  to  which  he 
was,  by  a  resolution  of  the  former  Congress  enti- 
tled, especially  as  by  the  account  settled  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Young  made  a  reservation  of  a  further 
daim.  It  wis  observed  that  the  allegations  in  the 
petition  were  supported  by  the  most  explicit  de- 
dsrations  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Laurens ;  and  that 
the  petitioner  was  clearly  and  justly  entitled  to 
the  sum  he  had  relinquished  on  a  contingency 
which  had  not  taken  place,  but  directly  the  reverse ; 
it  was  said  that  it  would  be  little  short  of  taking  a 
pettifogging  advantage  of  the  petitioner. 

In  opposittoii  to  the  report  in  fayor  of  the  peti- 
tioner, it  was  said  tbat  the  settlement  made  at  the 
public  office  appears  to  have  been  done  delibe- 
ntely,  and  Uie  allowance  of  the  salary  of  £250  ster- 
ling, was  made  pursuant  to  certificates  received 
from  Mr.  Laurens,  as  a  full  salary.  It  was  ur:^d, 
that  if  the  Legislature  should  np  up  transactions 
so  long  settled,  and  do  away  accounts  finally  closed 
with  the  proper  officers,  it  would  be  a  most  danger- 
ous precedent  indeed.  It  was  constantly  echoed  in 
the  House,  that  these  settlements  were  not  to  be 
disturbed;  the  consequence,  it  was  easy  to  perceive, 
would  be  of  the  most  perplexing  nature ;  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  applications  which  would 
take  place;  applications,  accompanied  with  cir- 
cumstances whose  pretensions,  it  was  said,  were 
much  more  weighty  and  important  than  that  now 
under  consideration.  It  was  further  observed,  that 
it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Laurens  had  deviated 
from  his  agreement  with  Mr.  Young,  in  settling 
his  account ;  for,  though  he  had  received  his  full 
alary  as  Ambassador,  it  plainly  appears  that  he 
did  not  receive  it  merely  as  a  compensation  for 
2d  Coh.— 24 


his  services  as  such,  but  in  part  as  an  indemnifica- 
tion for  other  services,  and  for  losses  he  had  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  being  in  public  employ- 
ment ;  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Young's  claim  on  account 
of  a  supposed  violation  of  contract  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Laurens,  is  not  well  founded ;  and,  besides,  it 
was  remarked,  that  Mr.  Young,  In  the  account  he 
has  settled,  has  no  reference  in  his  note  of  reserva- 
tion, to  any  subsequent  claim  on  account  of  any 
contract  between  him  and  Mr.  Laurens.  After  a 
long  debate,  the  (question  on  agreeing  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  m  &vor  of  the  petitioner,  as  above 
stated,  was  put  and  negatived,  2?  to  25. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  petition  of 
Moses  Young,  with  the  additional  evidence  and 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  be  recommit- 
ted to  a  select  committee.  This  motion  wu 
lost 


Thursday,  December  6. 

Mr.  Madison,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Lewis  Qaranger,  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Kit,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  report  from  the  Commissioners  for  settling 
the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  States,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  26th 
ultimo ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  enrolling  and 
licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Sbdowick 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  Joshua  Sbnet,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  Maryland,  stating  his  acceptance  of  an 
appointment  in  the  Judiciary  Department  of  the 
said  State,  which  disqualifies  him  from  a  seat  in 
this  House;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received,  with 
closed  doors,  from  the  PREsmsifT  or  the  Umitbd 
States: 

IJkitkd  States,  December  6,  1192. 

OentUnun  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  House  of  Rfpreeentativee : 

The  aeveral  measurei  which  have  been  pursued  to 
induce  the  hostile  Indian  tribes,  North  of  the  Ohio,  to 
enter  into  a  conference  or  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
at  which  all  causes  of  difference  might  be  fully  under- 
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*stoody  Mid  justly  and  amicaUy  arranged,  have  already 
been  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
The  papers,  herewith  sent,  will  inform  you  of  the 

result 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  said  Message 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CASK  OP  WOODROP  SIMS. 

Mn  KiT|  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 

•  Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was,  that  the  relief  prayed  for  ought  to  be 
granted. 

The  reading  of  the  petition  was  called  for,  the 
'  prayer  of  which  is,  that  they  may  he  released  from 
the  payment  of  duties  on  sundry  goods  lost  on  a 
Toyage  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia. 

A  motion  was  made  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  GooDBTTB  observed,  that  though  he  was  dis- 
posed to  grant  relief  in  the  case,  yet  he  saw  no 
principle  on  whidi  it  could  be  done ;  had  the  own- 
ers insured  a  sum  sufficient  to  hare  covered  the 
duties,  they  would  have  avoided  the  additional 
loss  occasioned  by  having  given  bond  for  them. 
He  thought  that  the  House  ought  to  proceed  with 
great  caution,  as  granting  relief  in  the  present  case 
would  be  establishing  a  precedent  which  might  be 
attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  eventual 
loss  of  revenue. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  relief  had  been  granted 
inn  former  caSe,  which  perhaps  was  similar ;  though 
he  did  not  perfectly  recollect  the  circumstances; 
and  said  he  wished  the  law  he  alluded  to  might 
be  read.    He  suggested  the  propriety  of  receiving 

•  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  as 
it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  a  full  in- 

.  vestigatton  of  3ie  subject  should  take  place  pre- 
vious to  any  decision. 
Mr.  FrrasiMONS  observed,  that  this  was  an  in- 

•  dividual  case;  it  stood  on  its  own  merits;  every 

•  member  of  the  House  was  fully  competent  to 
forming  an  opinion  on  it;  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  determine  respecting  it  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  FiTzsiKONs  then  stated  the  pardculars  to 
show  that  this  was  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship  and 
misfortune ;  and  that  the  loss  of  the  duties  to  which 
the  petitioners  were  exposed,  arose  in  part  from 
an  excess  of  official  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Collector  of  New  York.  After  some  further  re- 
marka  by  different  gentlemen,  the  petition  and 
report  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  Monday  next 


FamAT,  December  7. 

The  Letter  from  Mr.  Sknet,  containing  his  re- 
signation was  again  read,  and  a  motion  made  to 
refer  the  same  tO'  a  committee ;  some  debate  en- 
sued on  this  motion,  in  which  the  question  was 
started  how  far  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  member 
of  the  House  to  vacate  his  seat;  the  solution  of 
this,  it  was  said,  would  involve  a  lengthy  discus- 
sion of  some  constitutional  questions ;  if  it  was  the 


opinion  of  the  House  tiiat  the  present  .caae  nata- 
rallv  included  this  discussion,  the  reliereiiee  ought 
to  be  to  a  Committee  oC  iha  Whole.  Some  gea- 
tlemen  thought  that  the  most  simpla  prooeas  w« 
to  aocept  the  resignation^  and  make  entry  accord- 
ingly in  the  Journal ;  a  notification  to  be  sent  to 
the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Mwyland.  The 
motion  for  commitment  of  the  Letter  waa  negi- 
tived ;  a  motion  was  then  made  that  the  Spxaxb 
of  the  House  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  of  a  representation  of  that  State,  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Sehst.  This  motion  was  oc- 
gatived  and  the  Letter  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaxkr  laid  before  the  House  a  Lelt« 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acoooipuij- 
ing  certain  statements,  together  with  a  Letts 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treaanry,  relative  t» 
the  disbursements  made  by  the  Department  of 
War,  in  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  aod  one  thousand  seven  kundred  and 
ninety-one,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  thirtccnlh 
ultimo ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  co 
the  table. 

Mr.  Skdowicx;  from  the  committee  appomted, 
presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited 
time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  pro- 
viding the  means  of  intercourse  between  tbe 
Unit^  States  and  fordgn  nations;*^  whidi  wasn- 
ceived,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  ikaelf  into  a  C<nh 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  tster- 
taip  the  fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  procecdiD^ 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  aad  to 
amend  in  part  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  far  tbe 
government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the 
merchants'  service;*'  and,  after  some  time  spest 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progres. 

The  following  Message  was  receired,  with 
closed  doors,  icom  the  PBiamaiiT  or  tbk  Usim 
Statbs : 

XTmitei)  Statcs,  Deetmher  7, 1791 
OtfUlemen  of  th*  Senai*,  and 

of  the  Houm  of  RepirunUaiivn  : 

I  lay  befove  yon  two  Letters,  with  their  eudonrts* 
from  the  Oo^rnor  of  the  Southweetem  Territory,  aad 
an  extract  of  a  Letter  to  him  from  the  Depertment  cf 
War. 

These,  and  a  Letter  of  tbe  ninth  of  October  Uit,  whick 
has  been  alread  v  communicated  to  you,  from  the  noe 
Department  to  the  Oovernor,  will  diow  in  what  muoer 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  last  aessioo,  which  pro- 
vides for  calling  out  the  Militia  for  the  repelling  of  In- 
dian invasions,  has  been  executed.  It  remaini  to  be 
considered  bv  Congress  whether,  in  the  present  utia- 
tion  of  the  Xfnited  States,  it  be  adrieable  or  not  to  por- 
sue  anv  further  or  other  measures  than  those  whidi  hire 
already  been  adopted.  The  nature  of  the  subject  doa, 
of  itself^  call  for  your  immediate  attention  to  it ;  sod  1 
most  add,  that,  upon  the  result  of  your  deliberttioBi, 
the  future  conduct  of  the  Kzecutive  will  on  this  oco- 
aion  aaateriidly  depend. 

O.  WASHINOTOX. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  Message,  together  with 
the  papers  herein  referred  to,  be  committed  to  i 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  neit 
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MoKDAT,  December  10. 

Mr.  WaxiAMsoH,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *'  An  act 
to  promote  the  progreaa  of  Useful  Arts ;"  which 
was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Spbakbk  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  together 
with  certain  commanications  relative  to  Indian 
affairs ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hoase  to-day. 

Mr.  WiuxAJC  Smith,  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States; 
which  was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  Message  from  the  Pbe- 
aiDEHT  OF  THB  Uhited  States,  of  the  7th  instant, 
together  with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  rela- 
tive to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  calling  out  the 
Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  Indians ;  and, 
after  some  time  apent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  Mes- 
sage and  papers  under  conaideration,  and  made 
some  progress  therein. 


Tuesday,  December  11. 

The  Spbazeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Scribner  and  Thomas 
Cable ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  7th 
instant,  together  with  the  papers  therein  referred  to, 
relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  calling  out 
the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  Induns ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said 
Message  and  papers  under  con^deration,  and  made 
a  farther  progress  therein. 


Wbdbesdat,  December  13. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  SecretaiT  of  War,  enclosing^a  statement 
of  certain  materials  whereon  the  estimate  of  con- 
hngendes  of  the  War  Department,  for  the  year  one 
uionsand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  are 
founded ;  also,  an  explanation  of  certain  heads  of 
Articles  in  the  general  estimate,  called  «*coniectu- 
™ ;"  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the  sums  ncces- 
^  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

A  memorial  of  Moses  Young  was  presented  to 
^^  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  compensated, 
tor  certain  services  as  Secretary  to  Mr.  Laubers 
^  to  Doctor  Fbanclis,  on  their  embassies  to 
'lolUnd  and  France,  for  which  he  has  received  no 
«ati8fiiction. 


Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

A  memorial  was  presented  of  John  Nicholson, 
Cornelius  Barnes,  John  Mitchell,  junior,  and  Nor- 
ton Pryor,  creditors  of  the  United  States,  who 
loaned  money  between  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  praying 
that  an  anpropriation  may  be  made  fur  the  pay- 
ment of  the  arrears  of  interest  due,  and  the  annual 
interest -accruing  on  the  amount  of  their  respective 
claims. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  aopropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded'  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

**Bieolp6d,  Tliat  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  the  balances 
whish,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts,  shall  be 
found  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  iodividoal 
States,  be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States^ 
and  at  the  loan  offices  in  the  respective  States,  to  com- 
mence within months  after  the  said  balances  shall 

be  reported  at  the  Treasury,  and  to  continue  open  for 
the  term  of months,  from  the  time  of  its  com- 
mencement 

*'  Betolved,  That  the  sums  to  be  subecribed  to  snch 
loans  be  payable  in  the  principal  or  mterest  of  the  cer- 
tificates or  notes  issued  by  any  such  of  the  said  States, 
as^  upon  the  final  settlement  of  accounts,  shall  have  a 
balance  due  to  them  from  the  United  States,  and  which 
shall  have  been  liquidated  to  speda  value  prior  to  the 
—  day  of  — -  last 

*'  S^vtd,  That  every  subscriber  to  the  said  loan 
shall  be  entitled  to  certificates  according  to  the  sum 
subscribed,  of  the  like  tenor  and  description,  in  the  like 
proportions,  and  upon  the  like  term^  as  are  specified 
and  directed  by  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States,**  except  that  interest  ou  such  of 
the  certificates  subscribed  to  the  said  loan  as  bear  in- 
terest, shall  be  computed  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  indusively, 
and  that  interest  shall  not  begin  to  accrue  upon  any  of 
the  certificates  which  shall  be  issued  in  lieu  thereof,  till 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four. 

**Be§oivedt  Hint  ia  all  cases  where  the  sum  sub- 
scribed in  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  any  State  shall 
exceed  the  balance  due  to  such  State,  the  same  shall 
be  reduced  (in  equal  proportions)  to  the  sum  actually 
doe  to  such  State." 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next 

The  House  agam  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  ascertain 
the  fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings  in 
the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
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amend  in  part  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the 
government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chants' service  f*  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Ck>mmittee  rose  and  reported  progresa. 


Thursday,  December  13. 

AxDREW  Gregg,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  concerning  the  registering  and  recording  of 
ships  or  vessels,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  a  plan  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  cer- 
tain loan  made  of  the  Banlc  of  the  United  States, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  consider- 
ation of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  this 
day  fortnight 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  on  Thursday  last,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels,  to  be  emploved  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the 
same;  and  the  said  amendments  being  severally 
twice  read  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  Return  of  all  the  com- 
missioned ofScers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privatea,  belonging  to  the  regular  establishment  of 
the  United  States,  specifying  the  regiments  or  corps 
to  which  they  belong,  and  &e  times  of  their  enter? 
ing  the  service. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  estimates  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the 
said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to  seve- 
ral resolutions  thereupon;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bv  the  House,  as  follows : 
**  Resolved,  That,  for  defrayiiig  the  expenditure 
of  the  Civil  list  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  to- 
gether with  the  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  several  Departments  and  offices 
thereof,  there  be  appropriated  the  several  sums  of 
money  following,  to  wit :"  [Here  follow  the  several 
items.] 

*^  Resolved,  That,  for  making  good  deficiencies 
for  the  support  of  the  Civil  List  Establishment, 
for  aiding  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  certain  officers  of  the  courts,  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses; for  the  support  of  light-houses,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  ten  cutters,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, there  be  appropriated  the  several  sums  of 
money  following,  to  wit  :*'  [Here  again  follow  the 
items.] 


**  Resolved,  That,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  War  Department  for  the  year  one  thoonnd 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  there  be  appro- 
priated the  following  sums,  to  wit :"  [The  iteois 
follow.] 

**  Resolved,  That  fbr  making  good  the  sevenl 
and  respective  sums  of  money  aforesaid,  there  be 
appropriated — 

**  1st  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thoasand  dollai^ 
reserved  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States. 

'*2d.  The  surplus  which  may  remaiii  unappro- 
priated for  the  use  of  the  War  Department,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

"  3d.  So  much  of  the  existing  revenues  of  tbe 
United  States  as  are  unappropriated." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pQ^ 
Buant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Lau- 
RAiTCE,  Mr.  Baldwiit,  Mr.  Jeremiah  SMrr^  Mr. 
Steele,  and  Mr.  Giles  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tbe 


same. 
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The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurtf 
containing  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public 
Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sedgwick,  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  motion  for  its  being  made  the  order  of  the 
day,  this  day  week,  was  opposed.  Mr.  Muerat 
objected  to  so  early  a  day.  The  subject,  said  he, 
is  important ;  the  State  of  Maryland  has  a  right  to 
six  votes  in  this  House ;  it  so  happens,  that  foor 
seats  of  the  representation  from  that  State  are  vi- 
cant.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  a  more  distant 
day  may  be  appointed,  as,  in  that  case,  it  was 
highly  probable  that  State  would  be  aiore  fullj 
represented.  Other  reasons  for  a  more  distant  dsj 
were  urged  by  several  gentlemen.  This  day  fort^ 
ni^t  was  finally  agreed  to. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments bv  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
coasting  bill.  They  agreed  to  some  of  the  amend- 
ments reported,  with  amendments;  othera  were 
rejected.  A  clause  was  proposed  to  be  added,  re- 
quiring from  the  owners  Or  masters  of  vessels  a 
particular  enumeration  of  all  the  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  transported  in  the  several  coast- 
ing vessels  from  time  to  time.  This  occasioned 
some  debate ;  it  was  objected  to  as  involving  i 
great  and  unnecessary  expense,  without  afibrding 
a  corresponding  benefit;  as  tending  to  obstroci 
the  coasting  trade,  so  as  almost  to  destroy  the 
same.  It  was  said  it  would  be  nugatory,  oeing 
in  many  cases  impracticable.  The  chiuse  was 
supported,  as  conducive  to  information  relative  to 
the  products  and  real  consumptions  of  the  sevenl 
States — points  on  which  very  different  opinions 
were  entertained;  that  the  expense  would  not 
probably  be  more  than  the  addition  of  one  clerk 
to  the  Treasury  Department;  that  the  duty  would 
devolve  on  the  collectors,  and  be  a  business,  of 
course,  &e.  The  motion  was  at  length  with- 
drawn. Some  verbal  corrections  were  made  in 
several  sections;  and  then,  by  general  consent 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  for  further  con^d* 
deration. 
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ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRIATION. 

The  Hoase  then  resolred  iteelf  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  estimate  of  appropriations, 
Mr.  SioewicK  in  the  Chair.  The  Chairman  ob- 
senred  that  the  subject  was  before  the  Committee 
without  any  specific  proposition. 

Mr.  KrrcHiLL  moTed  that  the  Committee 
Bboald  rise,  and  report  the  resolutions  submitted 
some  time  since. 

It  being  remarked  that  these  resolutions  were 
yet  to  be  determined  on,  having  never  been  re- 
ported to  the  House,  they  were  again  read ;  and 
then  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  and  re- 
port was  made  and  agreed  to.  The  Committee 
accordingly  rose  and  reported  the  resolutions, 
which  were  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
House.  The  items  of  the  estimate  were  again 
recited.  The  sum  in  the  estimate  for  the  support 
and  expenses  of  the  Loan  OfiSces  occasioned  con- 
siderable conversation.  The  accounts  of  the  se- 
veral Loan  Offices  were  again  called  for ;  that  from 
the  officer  at  New  York  being  read,  it  was  re- 
marked that  the  amount  of  this  account  exceeded 
that  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  other 
accot^nts.  This  disparity,  it  was  said,  was  very 
extraordinary,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  accompa- 
nied with  any  sufficient  reasons  for  so  great  a  dif- 
ference ;  and  though  the  accounts  had  been  set- 
tled by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury,  yet 
that  they  were  liable  to  be  revised  by  the  House. 

Some  remarks  in  opposition  were  made. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  sum  reported  in 
the  estimate  for  the  Loan  Offices,  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  House  having  proceeded  through  the  items 
included  in  the  several  resolutions,  a  motion  was 
made  and  agreed  to,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  in  conformity  thereto ; 
and  Messrs.  Lauranck,  Baldwin,  Smith,  N.  H., 
Stxili,  and  Gilks,  were  appointed. 

A  motion  that  the  estimate  of  contingencies  re- 
ceived from  the  War  Department,  with  the  other 
papers  relative  to  the  estimate  of  appropriations, 
be  referred  to  the  select  committee,  was,  after 
some  debate,  superceded  by  a  motion  to  adjourn. 


Fbidat,  December  14. 

Mr.  William  Smttr,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  per- 
sons, praying  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  pension- 
ers of  the  United  States  ;  also,  a  Letter  from  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of 
North  Carolina,  relative  to  the  act  passed  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  regulating  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions,  made  a^  report ;  which  was  read, 
uid  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Commiti^  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday,  the 
Slst  instant 

The  Spkakkb  laid  before  the  House  a  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  lists 
of  the  names  of  persons  returned  to  his  office  for 
pensions,  by  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
Statea,  together  with  the  rates  of  the  said  pen- 
sions, and  the  causes  assigned  for  disability,  pur- 
toftnt  to  the  order  of  the  8d  instant;  which  was 


read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  .the  Whole  House  last 
appointed. 

Mr.  LrviRMORK,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  St  Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash ;  to- 
gether with  a  Letter  from  the  Crovemor  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
River  Ohio,  accompanying  the  same,  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  registering 
and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels."    Whereupon, 

BeMlved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  fifth  section. 

Buohed^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  to  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  said 
bill. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled *  An  act  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States  ;*  **  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

REGISTERING  VESSELa 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  registering  and  recording  of  ships  or 
vessels  were  taken  into  consideration.  The  first, 
second,  and  third  amendments  were  agreed  to. 
The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  17th 
section  of  the  bill,  which  was  designed  to  guard 
effectually  against  collusion  in  regard  to  American 
vessels — it  having  been  ascertained  that  imposi- 
tions in  this  respect  had  been  practised  with  suc- 
cess. The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  objected 
to ;  it  was  said  it  left  the  door  still  open  to  the 
owners  of  foreign  vessels  to  evade  payment  of 
foreign  tonnage.  Mr.  Goodhub,  Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Skoowick,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Madison,  op- 
posed the  amendment 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONB  appeared  to  be  partially  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment ;  he  observed  that  there  was 
no  clause  in  the  British  navigation  law,  equally 
rigid  with  that  proposed  in  the  bill,  and  which  the 
Senate  have  objected  to.  He  observed  th&t  the 
policy  of  such  restrictions  as  went  to  discourage 
the  building  of  vessels  in  the  United  States  may 
well  be  doubted ;  but  though  he  was  not  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  clause  in  the  bill,  yet  he  should 
not  vote  to  concur  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  in  his  remarks,  but  should 
draw  a  very  different  conclusion^  and  should  there- 
fore be  in  favor  of  concurring  with  the  Senate ; 
but  if  the  House  should  not  be  disposed  to  concur, 
he  inquired  whether  the  proposal  to  strike  out  the 
clause  could  not  be  adopted  without  agreeing  to 
the  substitute  ? 

Mr.  Barnwkll  was  in  favor  of  concurring  with 
the  Senate. 
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Mr.  Parkkr  opposed  the  amendment  He  said 
the  operation  of  uie  proposed  clause  from  the  Se- 
nate might  tend  to  increase  the  huilding  of  Ame- 
rican Tessels,  but  would  most  certainly  tend  to  the 
injury  of  the  mercantile  interests  in  eeneral.  The 
collusions  alluded  to  by  seyeral  gentlemen,  he  ob- 
served, had  undoubtedly  taken  place ;  and,  if  there 
is  not  some  effectual  provision,  like  that  in  the 
bill,  adopted,  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in 
a  few  years  would  be  transferred  to  foreigners  al- 
together. 

Mr.  Madisoii  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
He  added  a  few  remarks  corroborative  of  the  senti- 
ments delivered  by  Mr.  Parkkr;  and  then  the 
question  being  put,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Message  from 
the  PRKsmcNT  of  thk  United  Statks,  of  the  7th 
instant,  together  with  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  calling 
out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  In- 
dians; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  Me&sage  and  papers  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  a  farther  progress  therein. 


MoivDAT,  December  17. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'  An  act 
in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  the  act,  entitled 
*Ad  act  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  individual  States,*  **  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  January  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cmmittee  of 
the  Whole  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  the  Executors  of 
Edward  Cames,  deceased;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Srdgwick  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  Report  under  consideration,  and 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereupon ;  which  were 
severally  read  twice,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follow : 

Raohtd^  That  all  persons  having  claims  upon 
the  United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limita- 
tion, whether  founded  upon  certificates,  or  other 
written  documents  from  public  oflBcers  or  other- 
wise, (except  Loan  OflSce  ceKificates,  certificates 
of  final  settlement,  Register's  certificates,  and  cer- 
tificates issued  pursuant  to  the  act  making  nro- 
vision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,r  shall 
exhibit  the  same  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  within months,  or  be  forever  barred 


HUE,  Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  Mr.  Davton,  Mr.  Parku, 
and  Mr.  Nilbs,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoizse, 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House,  to  the  seTenteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  concenung  the 
registering  and  recording  of  ships  or  Tessek.** 

The  House  again  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  Message  fit>m  the 

PRESmSHT     OF    THE    UNITED    STATES,    of   the   7th 

instant,  together  with  the  papers  therein  reisn^ 
to,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  for  caHia^ 
out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  In- 
dians; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  agun 
had  the  said  Message  and  papers  under  considen- 
tion,  and  come  to  no  resolution  therenpoa. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whoit 
House  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideratioo 
of  the  same,  and  that  the  said  Message  and  papeis 
do  lie  on  the  table. 


from  payment  or  settlement 

Rooked,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  settle  and  adiust,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  term  aforesaid,  all  such  of 
those  claims  as  shall  appear  to  them  proper  to  be 
admitted,  and  to  report  to  Congress  upon  all  such 
as  they  may  not  think  proper  to  admit 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Goon- '  Whereupon, 


TuBBOAT,  December  18. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers,  now  residing  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  of  the  late  American  Army, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  brethren  the 
soldiers  of  the  said  Army,  was  presented  to  tb« 
House,  and  read,  praying  that  the  depredation 
which  accrued ,  on  the  certificates  of  Debt  granted 
them  in  reward  for  their  military  services  dariDf 
the  late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  sach 
other  relief  afforded  them  as  the  present  ctrcoa- 
stances  of  the  United  States  will  admit  Also,  a 
memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  the  late  Araj, 
to  the  same  effect 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  do  lie  oa  the 
table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  tiw 
Whole  House,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  the  bill  for 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries^  and  for 
regulating  the  same.    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  recommitted  to  Mr.  GooDHuCy  Mr.  Fm- 
SIMONS,  and  Mr.  Parker. 

The  House  proceeded  to^eonsider  Che  Messige  of 
the  President  of  the  United  STATsa.  of  ^ 
7th  instant,  together  with  the  papers  thn^  rft- 
ferred  to,  relative  to  the  executioa  of  the  act  ior 
calling  out  the  Militia  to  repel  the  invasions  of  tlie 
Indians,  which  lay  on  the  table.    Whereupon, 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutioii : 

•"Jieeolved,  That  the  Preudent  of  the  United  Sttlff 
be  authorised  to  employ  such  pari  of  the  military  km 
and  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  aa  he  asay  jv^ge 
necessary,  for  the  effectual  protection  of  the  fraottcn ; 
and  (if  he  ahall  jud^  it  expedient)  to  carry  on  qAbd- 
sive  operations  against  the  Indians  of  the  five  kver 
Cberotcee  towns,  called  Chickamagas,  and  soch  otber 
of  the  Indian  tribes  as  may  hereafter  commit  acu  of 
depredation  against  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  f 

A  division  of  the  said  motion  was  caDed  for. 
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The  question  beinr  put,  thtt  the  Hoase  do  agree 
lo  the  first  psrt  of  the  stid  motion,  in  the  words 
bllowing,  to  wit: 

**  Jietolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  aathorised  to  employ  such  part  of  the  military  force 
ifid  of  the  militia  of  the  Uoited  States,  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  fur  the  effectual  protection  of  the  frontiers ; 
and  (if  he  shall  judge  it  expedient)  to  carry  on  oflfen- 
HTC  operations  against  the  Indians  of  the  five  lower 
Cherokee  towns,  ealled  Ohickamagaa  :* 

It  passed  in  the  negatiye — ^yeas  21,  nays  27,  as 
follows: 


TBAe.^Ahrtbain  Baldwin,  Robert  BamweU,  Abra- 
ham ChMrk,  Waiiam  Fiadley,  Tbomae  llissimoos^  Wil- 
liam B.  Oiles^  Christopher  Greenup,  Saouiel  Oriffio, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
John  Milledce,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg;  William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable, 
Alexander  Whiter  and  Francis  Willis. 

Kats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Elias  Bondinot,  Shear- 
iashub  Bourne,  Bei^amin  Bourne;  Elbridge  Qerry, 
Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillhouse,  Philip  Key,  Aaron 
Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leo- 
nard, Samuel  Livermore.  Nathaniel  NUes,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele, 
Jonathan  Starges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

And  so  the  said  motion  was  lost 


Wednesdat,  Deoember  19. 

The  SpKAKBa  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Seoretary  of  War,  enclosing  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Wilkinson  ;  also,  a 
oopy  of  a  letter  from  James  Seagfore,  relative  to 
Indian  Aflkirs;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table; 

JteeeUed^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  was  referr^  so  much  of  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  on  the  8d 
instant,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  reimbursement 
of  a  certain  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
sane;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
report  a  biU  authorising  a  loan  equal  to  the  sum 
borrowed  of  the  said  Banlc,  to  be  applied  to  the 
said  reimbursement,  and  providing  that  so  much 
of  the  dindend  in  the  stock  of  GoTemment  in 
the  said  Bank,  as  may  be  necessary,  be  ap* 
propriated  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  be 
borrowed. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  SsoawicK,  Ifr.  Lahkancb,  and 
Ifr.  If UBRAT,  be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  trade  and 
mterooursewith  the  Indian  tribes;  and» after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  oonsidem- 
tion,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 


TRtTBSDAT,  December  20. 

The  SpKAKsa  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  petition  of  Ludwig  Kubn ;  which  were  read» 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers,  now  reifiding  in  tha 
State  of  Maryland,  of  the  late  American  Army,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  their  brethren  the  sol- 
diers of  the  said  Army,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation  which  ao» 
crued  on  the  certificates  of  Debt  granted  them  in 
reward  for  their  military  services  during  the  lata 
war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  such  other  re* 
lief  afiforded  them  as  the  present  droumstances  of 
the  United  SUtes  will  admit 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

REDUOTIOK  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Stsbub  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table,  to  the 
following  purport^  viz : 

''That  a  eonunittee  be  anpointed  to  prepare  and 
brin|^  in  a  bill  to  redooe  the  Military  estaolisnment  of 
the  United  States  to  ■■'  ■  regiments  or  oorps,  eon* 
sistmg  each  of  >  non-commissioned  officers,  pti- 

vates,  and  musicians,  with  such  proportion  of  oommi^ 
siooed  officers  as  the  President  may  think  proper  to 
contione  in  service ;  and  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act 
passed  the  6th  of  March,  1792,  entitled  'An  act  for 
making  further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,'  as  may 
contravene  this  intention* 

This  motion,  Mr.  Steels  said,  he  was  influenced 
to  bring  forward,  from  two  motives :  the  first  was^ 
to  afford  more  effectual  protection  to  the  frontiers; 
the  other  was,  that,  by  this  reduction,  a  sum  of 
money  might  be  drawn  from  the  War  Department^ 
to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt| 
so  that  a  necessity  for  new  taxes,  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject)  may  be  superceded. 

goasthtg  bill. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  the  coasting  bill 
had  been  recommitted  reported  sundry  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  taken  into  consideration  hj  the 
House,  and  alt  of  them  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clark  obiected  to  a  clause  in  the  12th  sec- 
tion, which  enjoms  that  eyerr  change  of  the  mas- 
ter of  every  packet  or  ferry-boat  shall  be  reported 
at  the  custom-house  the  first  opportunity. 

Mr.  Datton  stated  the  inconveniences  to  which 
the  masters  and  owners  of  the  small  coasting  craft 
and  packet  boats  belonging  to  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  would  be  particularly  exposed  bv  this  in- 
junction, where  the  nuisters  are  very  frequently 
changed. 

To  remove  this  objection,  Mr.  Goodhue  proposed 
to  insert  the  words  *'  ferry-boats  excepted.** 

This  motion  was  adopted. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

INDIAN  TEADE. 
The  amendments  reported  by  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  regukte  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes  were  taken  into  ooa- 
idderatioo. 
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Objections  were  made  to  the  5tb  section,  which 
contemplates  legislating  and  punishing  crimes  com- 
mitted within  the  boundaries  of  the  Indian  coun- 
tries. It  was  contended  that  the  cases  mentioned 
were  fully  provided  ibr  by  treaties,  or  bj  laws  of 
the  respective  States;  the  whole  ground,  it  was 
said,  is  covered  by  these  provisions ;  and  therefore 
there  appears  an  impropriety,  if  not  an  absurdity, 
in  enacting,  in  a  sulraequent  law,  that  certain  pun- 
ishments shall  be  inflicted  for  certain  crimes, 
which  are  su£Bciently  l-ecognised  by  the  several 
treaties  already  formed;  that  the  attempt  would 
operate  unjustly;  the  provisions  may  reach  our 
own  citisEens,  but  cannot  affect  so  fully  as  they 
ought  the  savages.  It  was  moved  that  the  whole 
section  should  be  stricken  out 

In  opposition  to  this  motion,  it  was  said  that  the 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  legislate  in 
all  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Union,  not  within 
the  limits  of  any  particular  State,  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed ;  if  the  Government  cannot  make  laws  to  re- 
strain persons  firom  going  out  of  the  limits  of  any 
of  the  States,  and  commit  murders  and  depreda- 
tions, it  would  be  in  vain  to  expect  any  peace  with 
the  Indian  tribes.  The  power  of  Congress  to  legis- 
late, independent  of  treaties,  it  was  also  said,  must 
be  admitted ;  for  it  is  impossible  that  every  case 
should  be  provided  for  by  those  treaties. 

The  question  being  called  for,  Mr.  Clark  rose 
and  observed,  that  he  conceived  it  was  of  import- 
ance that  the  House  should  vote  with  their  eyes 
open ;  and,  to  enable  them  to  do  this,  he  said  he 
should  read  the  ordinance  of  the  late  Congress, 
passed  in  lT87,  respecting  the  settlement  of  the 
Western  country.  Ho  observed  that  he  believed 
very  few  of  the  members  had  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  it  He  accordingly  read  such  parts  of  the 
ordinance  as  he  thought  essential  to  the  point, 
which  was  to  show  that  the  clause  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  would  in  its  operation  violate 
the  solemn  stipulations  with  the  settlers  contained 
in  the  ordinance,  as  full  provision  is  contained  in 
the  ordinance  to  institute  all  civil  and  criminal 
processes.  The  motion  for  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion was  negatived.  The  amendments  of  the 
committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to,  with 
some  amendments.  Various  subsequent  amend- 
ments were  moved,  with  various  success,  some 
being  agreed  to  and  others  rejected.  Without 
finishing  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


FuDAY,  December  21. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  reimbursement 
of  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Ralston,  Assignee  of  the 
estate  of  Thomas  Barclay  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  payment  may  be 
made  to  him  as  legal  representative  of  the  said 
Thomas  Barclay,  for  the  amount  of  certain  claims 
for  Bervices  rendered  by  him  to  the  United  States 
previous  to  the  16th  day  of  May,  1791. 

Orderid,  That  the  aaid  peUtion  be  referrod  to 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instnietion  te 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  ojHnion  thereapoa 
to  the  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  ascer- 
tain the  fees  demandable  on  Admiral^  proceed- 
ings in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  amend,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in 
the  merchants*  service;*'  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  Laukamck,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  appr^riations  ibr  the  sap- 
port  of  Government  for  the  year  1793 ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Steblb  proposed  that  the  bill  should  be 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  January.  He  ob- 
served that  he  had  laid  a  motion  on  the  table  for  a 
committee  to  report  a  bill  to  reduce  the  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States.  This  appropri- 
ation bill  makes  provision  for  the  present  establish- 
ment ;  and  if  it  is  acted  upon  and  passed  immediately 
it  will  preclude  an  opportunity  for  dtscusang  the 
merits  of  the  proposition  contained  in  the  raotioo 
which  he  had  made. 

The  motion  for  the  first  Monday  in  January  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Steklk  then  moved  the  last  Monday  in  De- 
cember; which  being  put,  was  carried. 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideraUon  of  the  bill 
to  Regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indtaa 
tribea  A  motion  to  amend  the  fifth  section  by  al- 
tering the  clause  which  makes  it  felony  Ibr  any 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  unlawful!/ 
to  invade  any  Indian  settlement,  to  fine  and  im- 
prisonment for  that  crime,  occasioned  considerable 
debate.  This  motion  was  finally  superceded  bj 
one  to  recommit  the  bill ;  which  being  carried,  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  select  committee  which  re- 
ported it  On  motion,  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Mca- 
BAT  wero  added  to  the  committee. 


MoHDAT,  December  2i. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  enrolling  and  lioensng 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  ooastiog 
trade  and  fisheries,  was  road  the  third  time  and 


A  memorial  of  the  merohanta  and  traders  of  the 
borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
that  so  much  of  the  existing  rovenue  laws  of  the 
United  States  as  do  not  allow  a  drawback  upon 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  unless  they  are 
exported  from  the  district  or  port  into  whidi  they 
were  originally  imported,  may  be  revised  and 
amended. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the  copy 
of  a  Letter  from  the  Grovernor  of  Qeoi^gia,  together 
with  an  enclosure,  relative  to  Indian  a&irs  in  the 
Southern  department ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Retoktd^  That  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed  in  Ant- 
werp and  Amsterdam,  for  the  United  States, 
within  the  present  year. 

REIMBURSEKENT  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  a  reimburse- 
ment of  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States— Mr.  White  in  the  Chair. 

The  bill  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  and  then 
considered  in  paragraphs. 

The  first  section  bemg  read- 
Mr.  OiLBS  said  he  was  rather  in  &vor  of  post- 
poning the  subject ;  but  if  it  is  peculiarhr  advan- 
tageous to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to 
make  provision  for  this  object  immediately,  he 
Boggested  whether  it  would  not  be  better,  if  pos- 
sible, to  provide  for  it  without  having  reoourse  to 
the  expedient  of  a  new  loan.  He  was  averse  to 
increasmg  the  Debt  of  the  United  States  by  addi- 
tional loans.  He  was  rather  in  favor  of  applying 
the  pronerty  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  Sank  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose. 
He  therefbre  moved  that  the  section  shoula  be 
•tricken  out  which  provides  for  a  loan,  in  order  to 
snhstitute  a  clause  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 
■hares  in  the  Bank,  owned  b^  the  Unit&i  States, 
that  the  proceeds  may  be  apphed  to  tha  reimburse- 
ment of  the  Loan. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  doubted  whether  the  motion  was 
in  order,  as  it  went  to  a  totally  dLSerent  object 
from  any  specified  in  the  bilL 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  a  motion  to  strike 
oat  the  section  was  in  order. 

Mr.  FiTZsncoNS  observed  that,  if  the  idea  of  the 
gentleman  was  adopted,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  sale  of  the  shares  would  not  proauce  a 
■lun  adequate  to  the  object,  as  bringing  such  a 
number  of  shares  to  market  would  undoubtedly 
rednce  the  price  greatly  below  the  present  market 
price. 

Mr.  Giles  said  he  was  rather  desirous  of  a  post- 
ponement of  the  subject ;  he  was  not  prepared  to 
decide  upon  it ;  he  suspected  many  gentlemen  in 
the  Committee  were  in  the  same  predicament  ,*  he 
would  therefore  withdraw  his  motion  for  striking 
oat,  under  a  persuasion  that  no  sudden  decision 
woald  take  place. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  stated  several  reasons  why  the 
Committee  should  proceed  in  the  business  j  par^ 
ticalarly  as  it  involves  an  economical  dispomi  of 
property  now  lyin^  useless,  and  a  provision  for  the 
support  of  the  puolic  credit ;  no  increase  of  the 
public  debt  is  contemplated,  said  he,  but  directly 
the  reverse. 

Mr.  Clabk  said  he  never,  while  he  had  a  seat  in 
the  House,  would  consent  to  a  foreign  loan,  unless 
the  exigencies  of  the  country  were  much  greater 
than  at  present  He  had  ratker  pay  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent  to  our  own  citizens  than  five  per 
oent.  to  foreigners.  He  objected  to  the  indefimte- 
pesa  of  the  secti(m,  and  moved  to  amend  it  by  add- 
ing a  clause  which  should  confine  the  Loan  within 
the  United  States. 


^  Mr.  FiTZsmoNS  suggested  to  Mr.  Clark  a  pro- 
viso, agreeable  to  his  own  idea,  that  the  interest 
be  at  SIX  or  eight  per  cent 

Mr.  Clark  replied  that  he  had  no  doubt  it 
might  be  at  six  per  cent.,  or  less. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  wished  the  gentleman 
would  point  out  how  he  would  contrive  to  pre- 
vent foreigners  finom  being  our  creditors,  even  by 
confining  the  Loan  to  the  United  States.  At  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent  yon  will  in  fact  give  a 
premium  of  above  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  which  might  be  saved  by  opening  a 
Loan  at  five  per  cent  in  Europe.  l)evise  what 
contrivance  you  please,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  it  must  be 
a  foreign  Loan. 

Mr.  fiouDiKOT  observed,  that  the  motion  of  his 
colleague  amounted  to  the  same  thing  in  the  result 
as  the  motion  for  striking  out  the  section.  The 
Loan  is  now  at  six  per  cent :  to  say  that  a  new 
Loan  shall  be  made  at  six  per  cent  to  pay  it  off,  is 
losing  all  the  advantages  proposed  by  tne  bill.  He 
was  therefore  against  the  motion. 
^  Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise  and  report  progress.  He  observed  that  very 
material  information  was  wanted,  in  his  opinion, 
to  enable  the  Committee  to  proceed  imderstand- 
ingly  in  the  matter. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee's  rising  was  put 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  Clark's  motion  to  amend  the  section,  by 
addinff  the  word  '*  within"  before  <*  United  States^ 
was  also  negatived. 

The  Committee  proceeded  through  the  discussion 
of  the  remaining  sections. 

Mr.  Madison  offered  several  observations  to 
show  the  propriety  of  postponing  the  bill  for  a 
few  days,  in  order  to  the  members  having  time  to 
revolve  in  their  minds  several  propositions  which 
have  been  suggested  in  relation  to  this  subject — 
whether  by  an  appropriation  of  the  sum,  which  it 
is  said  now  lies  dormant  in  the  Treasury,  whether 
by  a  sale  of  the  shares  in  the  Bank,  or  by  a  Loan, 
to  provide  for  the  object 

Mr.  FiTZsmoNS  stated  some  objections  to  what 
fell  from  the  gentleman  last  spending.  The  gen- 
tleman's idea  goes  to  an  immediate  interference 
with  an  appropriation  already  made,  and  leaves  to 
continffency  a  provision  to  supply  its  place. 

Mr.  Madison  replied  to  Mr.  FiTZsmoNS.  He 
thought  the  gentleman  offered  as  good  a  reason  as 
he  could  have  suggested  in  favor  of  applying  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  to  the  object  now  in  quea- 
tion. 

Mr.  Giles  urged  postponement  He  remarked 
that  the  seal  shown  by  some  gentlemen  to  precipi- 
tate the  matter  to  a  decision,  amounted  to  an  ex« 
ercise  of  deliberation  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Sedgwick  stated  several  reasons  which 
rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  that  no  delay 
should  take  place. 

A  motion  being  made  that  the  Committee  should 
rise  and  report  tiie  bill,  the  same  being  put,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  reported 
the  bill,  with  one  amendment;  which  was,  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  fifteen,"  in  the  first  section, 
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referring  to  the  tinxe  for  whi6h  the  Loan  shonld 
be  made.  This  amendment  was  aareed  to  bj  the 
House,  and  the  bill  laid  on  the  table  bj  general 
consent 


Wednesday,  December  26. 

Mr.  Bevaon,  from  the  committee  appoiatedi  pre* 
sented  a  bill  to  provide  for  theaUowanee  of  inte- 
rest on  the  sum  ordered  to  be^  paid  b^  the  reoolTC 
of  Congress  of  the  2ath  of  Sept9ember»  1786,  as  an 
indemnity  to  the  penena  therein  iiaond;  which 
was  read  the  forst  tima 

REIMBTJBBEMENT  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  biU  provid- 
ing  for  the  reindmrsement  of  a  Loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statesi  which  Uj  on  the  table. 
Whereuj^on* 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 
said  bill  by  striking  out  the  first  section,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

••BeUemaHtd^iksSeftaUandHoim^IUprueia- 
4tf tvAt  of  tht^  Umted  8taU9  of  Amefiea  in  Vomgttu 
auemblU,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea  be^ 
and  he  U  hereby,  authorised  to  oause  to  be  borrowed, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  milUona  of  dollan^  at  an  intereiit  notexceeding  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  applied  to  the  reimburae- 
ment  of  a  loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  pursuance  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States:'  Provided^  That  no  engagement  or 
contract  shall  be  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  the 
United  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  bor- 
rowed within  '  ■  ■  •  years  after  the  same  shall  be  lent 
«r  advanoed.'* 

Mr.  Steele  declared  himself  in  fovor  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  bilL  He  wished  the  honor  of  the 
country  io  be  presenred,  and  its  debts  duly  dis- 
charged, as  much  as  any  man  $  but  he  coukl  not 
approve  of  the  repeated  practice  of  ipaking  new 
louis.  The  facility  of  borrowing  money  is  mostly 
attended  with  dangerous  consciences,  both  to 
ittdividuals  and  to  States.  Fmr  his  part,  notwith- 
standing the  nnpopnlar  af^aranee  of  direct  tax- 
ation, he  would  prefer  it  to  the  system  of  loans. 
He  was  anxious  to  hear  the  opinions  of  othet  gen- 
tlemen, and  wished  the  sub|ect  might  be  fairly 
discussed,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
which,  he  had  moved  that  the  first  section  A  the 
bill  be  strudc  out,  so  that,  if  this  motion  should 
prevail,  some  other  plan  than  borrowing  might  be 
substituted. 

Mr.  Giles  seconded  the  motion* 

Mr.  Madison  was  desirous  to  hear  the  reasons 
that  could  be  given  by  the  friends  of  the  bill  for 
requiring  so  much  greater  a  loan  than  the  sum 
demandable  by  the  Bank.  He  observed,  that  there 
was  a  large  balance  of  money  lyin^  in  the  Trea- 
sury unappropriated,  at  least,  to  his  knowledge. 
If,  however,  mis  balance  was  ajmropriated  by  the 
Executive,  he  wished  to  know  tt.  He  dia  not 
suppose  but  that  if  it  was,  it  must  have  been  done 
with  proprietr ;  and  he  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  m  the  House  to  injure  any  existing  appro* 
priation. 


Mr:  Sedowictk,  who  was  of  the  oommittee  titat 
reported  the  bill,  rose  to  reply  to  Mr.  Madisqx. 
He  said,  that  the  subject  involved  a  deme  of  de- 
licacy at  present  vrhicb  periiaps  it  wonla  be  better 
not  to  express.  It  is  known  that  money  has  been 
borrowed  for  certain  purposes  which  hns  not  yet 
been  applied ;  but  this  money,  he  thovij^t,  ooght 
not  to  be  diverted  to  other  purposes,  withoiit  pro- 
viding a  substitute  to  replace  the  sum  which  might 
be  diverted,  and  such  provision  ought  to  be  auide 
before  the  time  when  it  would  be  wanted  to  an- 
swer the  original  appropriation.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Steele,  he  said,  tms  new  loan  was  not  intended 
to  increase  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  bat  ts 
decrease  it  by  ^yinff  a  debt  bearing  an  x 
six  per  cent,  with  a  loan  at  flv^ 

Mr.  Madison  said,  that  either  the  pQhfic 
lying  dormant  in  the  Treasury  is  oris  sot  appn>- 
priated.  If  it  is  appropriated  for  canyinff  on  tiie 
Indian  war,  he  was  A  opinion  it  eoald  not  be 
touched  by  a  diversion  in  fever  of  the  Bank,  vpoe 
the  uncertain^  of  having  it  replaced  by  m  fimk 
loan  to  Miswer  the  original  epeeific  appropriatian. 
Periiaps  (said  Mr.  M.)  I  am  ignorant  of  my  sitae- 
tion ;  if  80, 1  hope  gentlemen  will  relieve  me  bj 
explaining  candidly  the  real  state  of  the  matter. 

^r.  Baldwin  had  recourse  to  the  two  acts  ka 
empowering  the  President  to  borrow  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  afterwards  two  miHions.  The 
former  was -to  answer  an  existing  demand  agamst 
the  United  States;  the  latter  was  made  at  the 
Bank  for  another  purpose,  and  all  that  is  demaad- 
able  is  the  first  instalment  and  interest,  which  he 
was  willing  to  have  discharged,  bat  he  was  op- 
posed to  replacing  it  by  a  new  foteign  loan.  He 
remarked,  ^t  the  United  States  bra  been  rega- 
lar  in  paying  off  their  interest  and  instalments— 
and  of  tne  foreign  debt  there  is  only  a  part  de> 
mandable-— but  the  disposition  of  the  whole  is  dis- 
liked ;  and  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States 
to  alter  it,  by  making  provision  fi»r  the  whole 
amount,  if  they  please  to  do  sa  The  Presideat  ii 
authorized  to  do  this,  provided  he  can  do  it  on  ad- 
vantageous terms.  Iiie  creditors  were  not  con- 
sulted when  this  law  was  made,  and  the  United 
States  will  be  guilty  of  no  breach  of  fidth  pro* 
vided  they  pay  th6ir  interest  and  instalments  ss 
they  fhll  due. 

Mr.  Gerrt  went  over  ^e  laws  respecting  the 
former  loans,  and  the  law  for  redeeming  the  pub- 
lic debt,  also  the  act  for  making  the  loan  at  the 
Bank.  From  all  which,  he  argued,  that  the  ques- 
tion was  simply  reduced  to  this:  Whether  the 
President  shall  be  empowered  to  take  up  a  kan  at 
five  to  pay  a  sum  borrowed  at  six  per  oent.  inte- 
rest, and  provisionally  to  make  use  of  the  money 
obtained  b^  loan  wluch  is  at  present  lyin j^  inactive  r 
And  if  this  be  not  agreed  to,  the  United  States 
must  go  on  paying  to  the  Bank  annnally,  for  ten 
years,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  fifty^ve  thousand  dollars  mere 
will  have  been  paid  there,  if  the  President  wss 
now  authoriaed  to  borrow  at  five  per  cent  The 
question,  therefore,  was,  is  this  sum  worth  saving? 
For  his  part,  he  was  against  pajring  a  higher  in- 
i  terest  anywhere  than  five  per  cent  \  and,  with  re- 
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sard  to  foreigners,  if  it  was  alleged  that  oar  stocks 
'vroald  be  kept  from  getting  out  of  the  hands  of 
our  own  citizens  as  much  as  possible,  he  thought 
^his  s  yain  expectation,  for  it  is  impossible  to  pre- 
^went  it,  so  long  as  foreigners  find  it  their  interest 
to  purchase. 

An  idea  had  been  started  of  selling  out  part  of 
the  stock  owned  bj  the  United  States,  as  this  Would 
lo  w«r  the  price  by  throwing  too  great  a  quantity  into 
Biarket.  He  should  prefer  keeping  it  untU  the  pre- 
sent disorders  in  Kurope  subsided. 

^hSx.  WiLUAMSoM  did  not  approTe  of  the  motion, 
because  he  was  opposed  to  the  idea  of  selling  the 
Bank  stock  belonging  to  the  United  Stateai  He 
rather  wished  that  they  held  twice  as  much  pro- 
perty in  that  institution.  But,  if  the  stock  was 
sold,  it  would  pass  into  foreign  hands,  and  the 
country  would  be  drained  of  the  specie.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  better  tp  keep  it  in  circulation  in  the 
country.  It  is  the  only  thine  that  can  be  called 
secure.  Indeed,  he  dwibted  whether  that  property 
could  be  honestly  parted  with,  considering  that  the 
law  incorporating  the  Bank  specifically  proYides 
for  the  retaining  two  millions  of  dollars  stock. 
The  other  eight  millions  has  been  subscribed  for, 
perhaps  the  greatest  part  of  it  by  foreigners  or 
other  agents,  and.aoW|  if  the  motion  under  con- 
sideration prevails,  we  shall  throw  away  out  of 
our  hands  the  remaining  two  millions.  It  certainly 
gare  a  security  and  solidity  to  the  institution, 
and  was  an  encouragement  to  many  subscribers, 
the  idea  that  the  United  States  held  a  considerable 
share  of  the  atook ;  but.  now,  to  dispose  of  that 
stock  would  be  putting  them  in  a  worse  situation 
than  they  originally  were.  It  would  haTO  an  effect 
something  like  an  ex  post  facto  law. 

Mr.  Maduov  ezpreaaed  some  surprise  at  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  last  .up,  because  they 
were  absolutely  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  gen- 
tleniao*s  opinian,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Leguria- 
ture,  and  Che  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  all  former  occasions;  for  it  has  hitherto 
been  held  up  as  a  valuable  and  secure  resource  in 
case  of  emergency  to  have  that  stock  to  dispose  of, 
and  why  shul  it  not  be  of  the  same  quality  with 
the  stock  of  any  other  subscriber— transferable  ? 

It  is  the  first  time  (said  Mr.  M)  I  ever  heard 
the  thing  denied,  that  the  United  States  should 
dispose  of.  thehr  stock  whenever  it  became  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  to  do  it,  with  equal  facility 
as  other  stockholders  da  I  believe,  however,  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Williamson]  xa%j  have  been 
right  in  his  intentions,  but  he  is  certainly  wrong 
in  the  application  of  his  arguments.  Mr.  M.  again 
expressed  a  desire  that  some  candid  explanation 
might  be  given  respecting  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  lying  dormant  in  the  Treasury,  whch 
tber  it  was  demanded  abroad  by  the  country  to 
which  it  was  due,  and  for  which  it  had  been  bor- 
rowed. There  was  not  any  necessity  for  hurry- 
ing a  decision  on  one  part  of  the  question — ^respect- 
ing the  propriety  of  borrowing  at  five  per  cent  to 
pay  off  a  debt  at  six,  that  could  be  deliberated  upon 
without  precipitation.  The  other  part  of  the  ques- 
tion involved  a  very  different  subject,  that  of  di- 
verting a  sum  already  appropriated  for  a  particu- 


lar purpose,  and  apolying  it  to  another  purpose, 
they  paying  the  Bank  instalment,  kc,,  and  this  on 
no  better  foundation  than  the  uncertamty  of  a  new 
loan  to  replace  the  original  appropriation.  He  de- 
clared that  he  could  not  see  now  gentlemen  would 
be  able  to  answer  to  their  constituents  for  such 
conduct,  especially  if  it  was  originally  intended 
to  satisfy  the  debt  or  instalments  due  to  France-^ 
a  debt  of  justice  and  of  gratitude.  If  it  was 
intended  to  jpay  a  debt  to  support  a  glorious  cause, 
the  cause  of  liberty,  he  wished  it  could  be  sent 
there,  if  possible,  on  the  wings  of  the  wind  I  It 
may  be  argued  that  the  whole  of  this  debt  is  not 
yet  demanaable ;  yet,  as  an  appropriation  has  been 
made  to  pay  it,  it  is  presumable  that  it  would  be 
particularly  acceptable,  from  the  situation  of 
France  at  this  time.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
his  dissent  from  any  diversion  of  the  appropria- 
tion, unless  further  light  could  be  thrown  on  the 
subject  than  had  yet  appeared.   . 

Mr.  WiLUAxsoN  rose  to  explain.  In  regard  to 
the  notice  which  Mr.  Madison  bad  taken  of  his 
arguments,  he  proved  that  the  last-named  gentie- 
man  had  misunderstood  him,  and  that  he  was 
equally  anxious  with  him,  both  as  to  the  honor. of 
the  country  and  the  propriety  of  its  measures. 

Mr.  HiLLHousB  was  against  the  motion,  and  in 
fiivor  of  making  the  new  loan.  He  said  nothing 
as  to  the  diversion  of  the  money  appropriated  to 
pay  a  part  of  our  engagements  to  France,  only  that 
it  was  his  opinion  there  had  been  no  demand  made 
on  the  part  of  that  country. 

Ml**  Murray  expressed  opinions  very  nearly 
similar  to  those  of  Mr.  Baldwin.  He  particularly 
noticed  that  the  President  was  allowed  a  discre* 
tionary  power  to  extend  the  loans,  or  not,  as  he 
should  Judge  the  interests  of  the  country  con- 
cerned. He  took  a  general  view  of  the  arguments 
advanced  by  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Wiluamsoni 
and  noticed  the  honorable  course  of  France. 

Mr.  MAmsoN  rose  again  to  explain  in  regard  to 
the  misconception  of  his  arguments  by  Mr»  Wil- 
liamson. He  was  willing  to  admit  of  any  reason 
for  a  diversion  of  the  appropriation  of  the  former 
loan  intended  to  pay  part  of  our  debt  to  France, 
except  one.  He  would  admit  of  any  reason  from 
the  Executive  but  one,  and  that  was,  what  he  had 
heard  alleged,  not  in,  but  out  of  Congress :  "  That 
there  would  ever  exist  the  possibility  of  paying 
the  debt  over  again."  This  reason  he  could  never 
admit ;  because,  although  it  might  be  vainly  pre- 
sumed that  the  present  Government  of  France 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  a  proper  stage  of  maturity, 
yet  it  must  be  evident  to  all  the  rational  part  of 
mankind  that  it  was  suflQcientiy  established  to  in- 
sure it  against  all  possibility  of  a  retrograde  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  GiLis  had  seconded  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Stkkls  on  this  ground,  that,  although  a  sum  of 
two  hundr^  thousand  dollars  was  wanted  on  the 
first  of  January,  to  pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  yet  it  did  not  follow  from  thence  that  two 
millions  must  be  borrowed.  He  remarked,  that 
no  member  had  yet  offered  any  explanation,  on 
behidf  of  the  Executive,  how  the  money  lying 
dormant  was  disposed'  o^  or  intended  to  be.    He 


159 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Y60 


H.  OF  R.] 


BeimbursemetU  of  Loan. 


[Dbcbmsex,  1791. 


could  not  see  any  great  advantage  in  borrowing 
a  new  loan,  although  at  five  per  cent,  when  it 
must  be  considered  that  an  agency  or  douceur  has 
always  been  paid  of  from  fbur  to  five  per  cent, 
over  and  above  the  interest  This  premium  en- 
tirely destroys  the  arguments  of  gain  to  the  United 
States;  for  we  shall  lose  sixty  thousand  dollars 
by  it,  and,  until  the  term  of  fifteen  years  shall 
have  arrived,  we  will  not  make  a  beginning  of 
savings,  according  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  this  very  subject  After  some 
further  remarks,  Mr.  GtLcs  moved  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before 
the  House  a  statement  of  the  loans  and  the  appli- 
cations thereof. 

Mr.  FiKDLET  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Stklk  particularly  observed,  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  a  glimmering  of  light  had 
been  opened  on  the  subject  of  loans^  which  he 
hoped  might  lead  to  a  complete  investigation. 
Loans  had  originated  in  an  intention  of  saving 
money  to  the  public ;  but  it  was  now  become  the 
duty  of  Conffress  to  see  how  much  new  debt  had 
been  created,  and  what  proportion  it  bore  to  the 
amount  extinguished.  For  his  part,  he  would 
rather  a  paltry  sum  of  sixteen  tiiousand  dollars 
were  lost  to  the  United  States  than  that  the  House 
should  go  on  voting  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  Vknabli  said,  that  considering  the  dou- 
ceurs and  premiums  which  had  been  paid  for  fo- 
reign loans  at  a  low  interest,  we  were  now  in  a 
worse  situation  than  before  those  loans  had  been 
contracted  for,  because  they  had  increased  the 
capital  of  our  public  debt  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
and  it  will  require  a  term  of  four  years  to  bring 
about  an  equality  in  the  interest,  and  to  reduce  it 
to  an  average  of  five  per  cent 

In  reply  to  this,  Mr.  Fitzsimons  took  occasion 
to  correct  a  mistake  which  the  last  mentioned 
member  had  committed.  The  premiums  and  dou- 
ceurs paid  on  different  loans,  he  said,  had  not 
averaged  more  than  from  four  to  four  and  a  half 
and  five  per  cent  on  the  whole  capital;  and  he 
called  upon  the  House  to  witness  whether  there 
was  not  a  very  material  difference  between  the 
capital  at  five  per  cent  and  one  at  six  per  cent 
It  must  be  evident  there  is  so  great  a  difference 
in  the  capital  that  the  five  per  cent  reduces  every 
£100  at  six  per  cent  to  £83  6s.  8d.,  besides  the 
continual  and  multiplied  decrease  produced  on  the 
reduced  interest  itself. 

Mr.  Vknabub  said,  the  gentleman*s  arguments 
would  only  hold  good  upon  a  supposition  that  the 
capital  was  never  to  be  paid ;  but  it  must  be  granted 
that  the  United  States  have  retained  the  power 
of  paying  it  off  at  any  time,  and  in  this  case  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  new  loans  accompanied  with 
premium  falls  to  the  ground. 

Mr  Gkbrt  and  Mr.  Boudinot  insisted  that  the 
loan  contemplated  would  produce  the  great  saving 
to  the  United  States  of  $160,000  in  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  TucKXB  was  against  striking  out  the  whole 
of  the  first  section,  unless  a  substitute  was  adopted 
to  pay  off  the  instalment  to  the  Bank  of  $200,000, 
but  he  observed  that,  as  there  was  a  dividend  due 


from  the  Bank  upon  the  stock  owned  by  the  United 
States  of  $60,000,  it  would  therefore  be  neoo- 
sary  to  provide  for  no  more  than  the  mm  of 
$140,000. 

The  question  being  called  for,  was  put,  opoo 
striking  out  the  whme  of  the  first  section,  and 
passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  18,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxAS.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Fiodley,  William  B.  Giles,  Cbristopbcr  Gneosp^ 
William  Barry  Grove,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  James  Madi- 
800,  Andrew  Moore,  Joaiah  Parker,  Comeliiis  GL 
SchooDmaker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  Jofaa 
Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sompter,  'Dmrnu 
Tredwell,  and  Abraham  Venable. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames.  Robert  BamweU,  E|gbert  Beo- 
Bon,  Elias  Boudioot,  Sbearjashub  Bourne,  BmjamiD 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  fltaaimoas,  El- 
bridge  (}erry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  GoodfaQS; 
James  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhoose,  Ihiniel  Huge*,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa 
Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samad  liverroore,  John 
Milledge^  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Tbso> 
dore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  George  Tliatcher,  11u>- 
mas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Alexander 
White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  WiUia. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qnet- 
tion  put,  to  am^nd  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out,  in 
the  said  first  section,  the  words  "  two  mUlions  of 
dollars,'*  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"  two  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

The  yeas  and  nays  beine  demanded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present^  there  appeared — ^yeas  87, 
nays  26. 

Whereupon  the  Spkakkr  declared  himself  with 
the  nay& 

Those  who  Toted  in  the  affirmative 


John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Winism 
Fiodley,  William  B.  Giles,  Christopher  Orcennp,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wilham  Barry  Giots^ 
niilip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  RkOiard  Bland  Lee,  James 
Madison»  John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Sdioonniaker,  Isael 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Stuiges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abndiam 
Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamaon,  aad 
Francis  Willis. 


Those  who  voted  in  the  negative 

Jonathan  Trumbull,  Speaker,  Fisher  Amea,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sbearjashnb 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  IW 
mas  Fitasiroons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilmsa, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon.  Thomas  Bart- 
ley,  James  Hillbouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Joha 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Sam- 
uel Livermore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith,  George  Thatcher, 
and  Jeremiidi  Wadsworth. 

And  so  the  said  question  was  lost 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded, 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out,  in  the  stid 
first  section,  the  words  "  not  exceeding,**  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  which,  indod- 
ing  the  expense,  shall  not  exceed;"  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 
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Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
eaid  bill  be  postponed  until  to*morrow. 


Thussday,  December  37. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  interest  on 
the  Bam  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  28th  of  September,  1785,  as  an  in- 
deoinity  to  the  persons  therein  named,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a  particular  account  of  the  several  sums 
borrowed  under  his  authority  bv  the  United  States ; 
the  terms  on  which  each  loan  has  been  ob- 
tained; thid  applications  to  which  any  of  the 
moneys  have  been  made,  agreeably  to  appropria- 
tions ;  and  the  balances,  if  any,  which  remain  un- 
applied. In  this  statement  it  is  requested  that  it 
may  be  specified  at  what  times  interest  com- 
menced on  the  several  sums  obtained,  and  at 
what  times  it  was  stopped  by  the  several  payments 
made. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  transmitted 
to  the  Presidsitt  of  the  Uvitbd  States  by  the 
Speaker. 

A  petition  of  William  Ellery,  Collector  of  the 
District  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  that  the  compensation  al- 
lowed him  by  law  may  be  increased,  and  rendered 
more  adequate  to  his  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to  ex- 
amine tlie  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  reimbursement  of  a  Loan 
made  of  the  Sank  of  the  United  States,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes,  reported  an  amend- 
atory bill ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee ;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  and 
partly  considered. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideraUon  of  the 
said  amendments  be  put  off  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  the 
fees  demandable  on  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend, 
in  part,  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  government 
and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants'  ser- 
vice ;**  and,  after  some '  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
hud  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto. 


Ordered,  That  .the  said  bill,  with  the  amende 
ments,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spiakrr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a  state- 
ment of  the  present  organization  of  the  troops; 
also.  Returns  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non- 
commissioned oi&eers,  and  privates,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


FxmAT,  December  28. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
New  Hampshire  line  of  the  Continental  Army  was 

S resented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
epreciation  which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of 
Debt  granted  them  in  reward  for  their  military  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war  may  be  made  good  to 
them,  or  such  other  relief  afforded  them  as  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  United  States  will  ad- 
mit ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  the  fees  de- 
mandable on  Admiralty  proceedings  in  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  amend,  in  part, 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  government  and 
regulation  of  seamen  in  the  merchants*  service;*' 
and  the  said  amendments  being  severally  twice 
read,  were,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  House.  And  then,  the  said  bill,  being 
further  amended,  was,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  • 
time  on  Monday  next. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Steele  called  up  his  resolution  laid  on  the 
table  some  days  ago,  as  follows : 

"  Re9olvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States  to  — ^—  regiments  or  corps, 
consisting  each  of  '  non-commissioned  officers, 

privates  and  musicians,  with  aueh  proportion  of  com- 
missioned officers  as  the  PkxsiDBHT  may  think  proper 
to  continue  in  service ;  and  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
act,  passed  the  fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  entitled  *  An  act  for  making 
farther  and  more  effectual  pTof isibo  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  iTmt^  QtAtes,'  as  may  contra- 
vene  this  intention.'* 

Mr.  Steele,  in  proposing  the  above  resolution* 
said,  the  situation  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  measures  adopted,  through  the 
medium  of  the  War  Department,  to  relieve 
them;  the  extreme  burdens  which  those  mea- 
sures were  heaping  on  the  people,  and  the  pro- 
bability of  their  continuance,  afforded  ample 
scope  for  inquiry,  aind  to  sit  silent  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, he  thought,  would  be  to  partake  of  and 
support  the  errors  from  which  those  misfortunes 
may  have  arisen.  The  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  he  said,  were  of  a  peaceable  and  patient 
disposition,  and  they  have  with  cheerfulness  ac- 
quiesced  in  the  measures  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature ;  but  they  were  not  become  so  tame  as  to 
submit  to  immense  and  fruitless  expenses,  and  the 
disgrace  of  their  military  character  to  answer  any 
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vain  projects  of  folly  and  ambition,  without  a 
prospect  of  guaranteeing  a  peace.  Is  it  not  evi- 
dent, said  be,  that  plans  have  been  persevered  in 
without  regard  to  common  sense,  by  an  unneces- 
sary increase  of  our  Army,  until  the  indignation 
of  the  whole  Continent  has  been  roused  up  against 

To  elucidate  this  position,  Mr.  S.  recited  the 
expenses,  charges,  and  increase  of  the  War  De- 
partment from  its  first  establishment  under  the 
present  Grovernment,  to  its  present  enormous  de- 
mands, which,  for  the  year  1793,  are  no  less, 
agreeably  to  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  than  $1,171,719.  More  than 
double  the  sum  necessary  for  the  support  of  all 
the  other  branches  of  the  National  Government 
The  better  to  illustrate  this  subject  of  the  Indian 
war,  he  entered  into  comparative  statements  of 
the  years  1790,  *91,  '92,  and  '93.  And,  animad- 
verting on  the  different  items  of  calculation,  he  as- 
serted, in  strong  terms,  that  they  exceeded  every 
thing  that  the  history  of  the  Inaiaawars  afforded 
for  twenty  years  back ;  he  wished  any  gentleman 
to  enter  mto  ^n  investigation  and  comparison  of 
the  alarming  increase  of  the  expenses  of  the  De- 
partment, and  to  take  a  retrospect  of  the  subject 
for  twenty  years  back ;  and  he  was  certain  neither 
the  Secretary  of  War  nor  any  other  person  could 
aacount  rationally  for  the  occasion  of  such  an  es- 
tablishment. There  was  no  precedent  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  States,  not  one  of  them  have  a  War 
Department;  neither  was  it  contemplated  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Yet  it  has,  in 
the  short  space  of  three  or  four  years,  been  impos- 
ing on  the  country  burdens  which  the  people  have 
at  length  expressed  their  abhorrence  of;  it  has 
been  increased  $137,000  in  1789,  to  the  extra va- 

fant  demand  now  required,  of  $1,171,719  and 
150,000  contingencies  for  the  support  of  1793. 
This  is  so  alarming  an  increase,  that  it  calls  loud- 
ly for  reformation,  or  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
Department,  and  that  another  system  shall  be 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers.  Armies 
of  regulars  will  never  afford  protection ;  they  have 
never  answered  any  good  purpose  against  the  In- 
dians from  the  time  of  Braddock's  defeat  down  to 
that  of  Major  General  St.  Clair,  although  this 
last  mentioned  unfortunate  expedition  cost  the 
United  States  an  immense  sum  of  money,  and  the 
lives  of  a  great  number  of  valuable  officers  and 
citizens.  History  and  the  experience  of  ages  have 
proved  this  fact,  that  unwieldy  armies  will  never 
oe  able  to  fight  the  savages  in  the  wilderness ;  in- 
deed, the  Secretary  of  War  confesses  the  fact  in 
one  of  his  reports,  which  Mr.  S.  read,  wherein  the 
Secretary  accounts  for  the  ill  success  of  the  plans, 
by  observing,  ^  that  it  was  owing  to  the  extreme 
activity  of  the  enemy  and  our  ignorance  of  Uie 
wilderness  through  which  our  troops  had  to  march.*' 
But  the  Secretary  might  have  also  added,  our 
entire  ignorance  of  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
war. 

Here  Mr.  S.  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  this 
alarmingly  expensive  and  useless  Department  had 
crept  upon  the  country  entirely  from  our  fond- 
ness for  taking  up  money  on  loans;  for  had  it  not 


been  that  the  money  was  thus  obtained  with  a  sort 
of  facility  that  was  not  directly  felt  by  the  people, 
they  never  would  have  consented  to  be  directly 
taxed  to  support  the  parade  of  so  unnecessary  an 
establishment  This  is  my  reason  for  beinc^  aa 
enemy  to  loans;  they  deceive  the  citizens,  and  lall 
them  for  a  time,  in  order  to  bvy  double  contribu- 
tions afterwards. 

But  it  may  be  demanded,  how  are  the  frontiers 
to  be  protected,  if  the  Army  was  disbanded  ?  In 
reply  to  this,  Mr.  S.  said  he  wished  that  the  former 
two  regiments  might  be  retained  to  garrison  the 
forts,  and  that  a  militia  near  the  scene  of  aetioD 
should  be  raised,  who  would  be  able  to  make  five 
expeditions  against  the  savages  in  a  year,  if  nee^- 
sary,  instead  of  one  solitary  fruitless  attempt, 
which,  upon  an  average,  is  as  much  as  a  regular 
army  can  do ;  and  sometimes  not  so  jnnch,  for  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  expedition  took  plaee 
during  thcf  last  twelve  months:  moreover,  it  is 
not  so  easy  for  the  Indians  to  discover  the  plans 
and  approaches  of  militia,  as  they  do  the  slow 
motions  of  an  unwieldy  army,  dragging  their 
heavy  artillery  through  the  woods.  The  fact  is, 
that  the  Indians  have  the  best  intelligence,  and 
know  every  motion  of  the  Army,  and  they  eao 
even  calculate  the  time  and  place  to  meet  them, 
and  the  numbers  of  their  tribes  that  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  receive  such  a  force ;  they  will  always 
be  prepared  when  a  regular  army  are  to  marefa 
against  them.  But  if  the  business  be  left  to  a  mi- 
litia of  the  frontier  inhabitants,  who  know  the 
country,  and  have  their  property  at  stake,  it  would 
not  cost  the  Grovernment  one-fourth  part  of  the 
expense  to  c^ve  a  complete  protection,  and  to  re- 
pel all  the  depredations  of  the  savages,  if  that  be 
our  intention.  If  it  be  the  protection  and  happi- 
ness of  our  brethren  on  the  frontiers — if  we  are 
serious  to  check  the  progress  of  expense,  the  mo- 
tion which  I  have  brought  forward  will  be  the  most 
effectual  means,  and  to  establish  a  proper  BTilttU 
System.  On  this  motion,  therefore,  will  depend 
the  question,  whether  we  are  to  continue  a  fniit- 
less  warfkre  in  the  present  mode  for  seven  or  ten 
years,  or  shall  we  adopt  a  better  system  which 
will  not  cost  one-fourth  of  the  expense,  and  whieh 
would  completely  check  the  Indians ;  nay,  it  would 
entirely  exterminate  them,  if  that  was  thought  to  be 
necessary. 

In  order  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  point,  Mr.  Si 
suggested,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  disband  all  the 
troops  except  the  two  fbrmer  regiments  of  two  thoo- 
sand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  men,  which 
would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  garrison  all  the 
fourteen  posts  on  the  frontier.  These,  with  a  mi- 
litia, under  proper  regulations,  and  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  PREsrosKT,  would  be  found  a  more 
certain  protection.  The  garrisons  are  at  Fayette, 
Hamilton,  Steuben,  Knox,  Tammany,  Telfair,  Hat- 
mar,  Franklin,  Jefferson,  St  Clair,  Marietta,  Massa- 
chusetts, Matthews,  and  Knoxville.  Most  of  these 
are  commanded  by  Captains,  except  two  that  are 
commanded  by  Majors:  now,  reducing  the  esta- 
blishment to  two  thousand  one  hundr^  and  eigh- 
teen non-commissioned  and  privates,  and  average 
them  amongst  the  garrisons,  it  will  give  one  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty*two  men  for  each ;  the  aum  aaTed 
by  this  reduction  would  be  six  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four thooaand  six  hundred  and  seren  dollars — 
the  diflference  between  the  appropriations  for  1792 
and  those  required  for  1798. 

With  regard  to  the  expense  that  would  be  in- 
curred from  militia  expeditions,  none   of  them 
would  cost  above  thirty  thousand  dollars;  and 
four  or  five  of  those,  if  made  in  a  year,  would 
btTo  ten  times  the  success  and  effect  that  could 
be  expected  from  the  present  system.    Had  the 
Militia  plan  been  adopted,  we  should  not  at  this 
day  hear  such  murmurs  from  our  constituents, 
nor  would  the  people  be  saddled  with  heavy  taxes 
and  imposts ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  money  that 
has  been  actually  wasted  would  have  sunk  a  con* 
Qderable  part  of  our  National  Debt    But  by  the 
system  of  war&ro   lately  adopted   of  dragging 
heavy  cannon  and  camps  into  a  wilderness,  of 
which  we  have  confessed  our  ignorance,  if  it  be 
allowed  any  longer,  our  Treasury  will  be  exhaust- 
ed, and  the  public  revenues  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  reported  as  affording  a  prospect 
of  income  beyond  the  permaneni  wants  of  Qo- 
vernment,  will  not  all  together,  be  sufiBcient  for  our 
War  Establishment;  we  must  fly  to  loans,  and  pur- 
sue a  system  of  ruin  and  distreas  to  the  country. 
Under  these  impressions,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  have  in- 
troduced the  proposition  now  before  the  House; 
«nd  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  think  seriously  of  it, 
for  thereon,  in  a  high  degree,  will  depend  the  real 
protection  of  our  frontier,  the  safety  of  our  garri- 
sons, and  the  ultimate  ease,  happiness,  and  tran- 
quility of  the  Continent 

Mr.  HiurrLET,  although  he  did  not  wish  to  ad- 
vocate the  continuance  of  a  Standing  Army,  yet 
he  was  averse  to  disbanding  the  troops  at  present, 
while  it  is  known  that  a  negotiation  for  a  peace  is 
going  forward,  and  may  not  perhaps  be  brought 
to  a  decision  before  the  Spring.  It  is  a  well  known 
maxim  in  politics,  that  a  peace  can  always  be 
easiest  obtained  by  a  nation  which  is  prepared  for 
war.  He  noticed  the  great  prudence  and  economy 
of  the  PaasiDKNT  in  forming  the  Army  into  a  le- 
sion ;  and  he  differed  in  opinion  wi^  Mr.  Steblb 
respecting  the  insufficiency  of  regular  troops.  No 
instance  could  be  quoted  where  reguUu^  had  en- 
gaged the  Indians  without  beating  them. 

Mr.  Parxbr  said,  he  had  always  abhorred  the 
idea  of  keeping  up  Standing  Armies  in  this  coun- 
try; and  be  believed  he  could,  from  experience, 
demonstrate  that  it  was  an  unwise  measure  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Government;  for 
It  answered  no  better  purpose  than  throwing  out 
a  hint  to  the  British  and  Spanish  Governments, 
on  oar  Northern  and  Southern  frontiers,  to  in- 
crease their  forces,  and  even  to  administer  counte- 
nance and  support  to  the  Indians,  which  they 
QeTer  would  nave  thought  of  doing,  but  for  our 
vain  attempt  at  military  parade.  He  mentioned 
a  letter  which  had  been  written  by  Lord  Dorches- 
ter to  the  Indians,  informing  them  *^tbat  Prince 
Edward  bad  arrived  with  a  number  of  chosen 
^arriors  to  protect  them,'*  meaning  against  the 
United  SUtes. 
I'hus,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  have  been  warring  with 


our  finances  for  the  last  three  years,  by  keeping 
up  an  Army  in  imitation  of  European  pUns, 
which  are  formed  in  countries  altogether  unana- 
logous  to  America  in  every  possible  view.  The 
consequences  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  pro- 
duced military  disgraces,  by  sending  into  the  neld 
a  collection  of  beings,  collected  firom  stews  and 
brothels  and  fh>m  w  most  unprincipled  of  their 
species,  to  fight  against  Indians  well  supported  on 
lM)th  sides^  and  %hting,  as  they  do,  for  their  pro- 
perty, their  hunting  ground,  their  wives,  and  chil- 
dren, instead  of  calling  forth  the  militia,  the  na- 
tural strength  of  the  country.  But  the  present 
plan  has  involved  us  in  such  difficulties  tnat  we 
are  not  now  able  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
our  debts,  without  the  medium  of  loans ;  nay,  we 
are  now  called  on  for  a  small  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  at  the  Bank,  which  would  have 
been  easily  paid  out  of  the  surplus  in  the  Trea- 
sury, were  it  not  that  our  finances  have  been  ex- 
hausted by  those  ill-judged  etxpeditions  under  Ge- 
neral Harmer  and  General  St  Clair.  He  men- 
tioned the  naked,  starved  appearance  of  the  men 
who  were  sent  out — with  snoes  that  would  not 
last  three  days,  clothes  that  did  not  half  cover 
their  miserable  bodies  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  food  sometimes  not  fit  for  dogs.  He 
could  mention  the  particulars,  if  required,  of  some 
other  very  abominable  abuses,  but  refrained  fit>m 
it  at  present  He  concluded  by  expressing  the 
same  opinion  of  militia  that  Mr.  Sw  had  done; 
and,  with  regard  to  the  starved  soldiery  who  had 
appeared  in  the  woods,  they  were  despised  so 
much  by  the  Indians,  that  they  called  them  Coat- 
men,  and  shot  them  down  like  wild  turkeys. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS  was  apprehensive  that  it  would 
be  a  dangerous  experiment,  so  suddenly  to  alter 
the  system  of  defence  already  adopted.  He  re- 
marked, that  when  Mr.  Stibli  had  stated  the 
War  Department  to  have  cost  the  United  States 
three  millions  five  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars,  he  had  committed  a  great  mistake,  for 
there  was  one  million  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  thousand  dollars  of  that  sum  not  yet  granted. 
[Mr.  Steblb  explained,  that  he  had  gone  by  the 
estimates  for  the  appropriations  proposed,  &c.l 
Mr.  FiTzsmoNS  d  id  not  wish  to  advocate  a  StancU 
ing  Army ;  and  if  any  better  mode  of  defence  for 
the  frontiers  could  be  digested,  he  would  be 
amongst  the  foremost  who  would  agree  to  it 

Mr.  Whitb  could  not  entirely  approve  of  the 
motion  for  striking  out,  unless  a  proper  substitute 
for  defence  was  fairly  brought  forwani. 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  it  was  not  disbanding 
an  army  of  men,  but  the  disbanding  an  army  of 
paper,  that  he  conceived  to  be  the  object  of  the 
motion,  and  it  should  have  his  support  He  men- 
tioned an  affair  between  nmety  militia  and  two 
hundred  and  forty  Indians,  wherein  the  militia 
rseeived  them  much  better  Uian  any  of  the  regu- 
lars could  boast  of  having  done  I 

Mr.  SurrB,  of  South  Carolina,  reverted  to  a 
clause  in  the  law  which  empowers  the  pRSsmBirr 
either  to  raise  those  three  additional  regiments,  or 
to  forbear  to  raise  them,  or  discharge  them,  &c., 
provided  he  thought  it  consistent  with  the  safety 
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of  the  country.  From  this,  Mr.  S.  said  it  was  evi- 
dent there  was  a  sort  of  indelicacy  in  the  motion, 
as  it  implies  a  doubt  that  the  Prbsidbmt  might 
&il  in  this  instance,  or  vary  firom  his  usual  line  of 
prudence. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  he  would  rote  for  referring 
the  motion  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  although 
he  disapproved  of  it  He  should  not  have  risen, 
had  he  not  heard  from  the  two  North  Carolina 
members  the  strangest  perversion  of  argument 
and  the  most  extraordinary  reasoning.  The  gen- 
tleman who  has  brought  forward  the  motion,  said 
Mr.  D.,  has  decried  every  idea  of  energy  and  effi- 
cacy in  regular,  disciplined  troops,  considering 
them  not  only  inefficient,  but  contemptible,  when 
employed  against  Indians;  and,  to  confirm  this 
assertion,  he  has  instanced  the  expedition  under 
General  St  Clair,  when  it  is  well  known  that 
there  were  not,  in  &ct,  two  companies  of  regular 
disciplined  in&ntrr  aipong  them.  The  other 
gentleman  [Mr.  Williamson]  has  extravagantly 
commended  the  back-country  militia,  and  extolled 
them  for  their  efficiency  and  success  in  Indian 
warfare ;  and  instances  the  affair  of  a  rencontre 
between  Major  Adair,  with  ninety  militia,  against 
two  hundred  and  forty  Indians.  In  reply  to  this, 
Mr.  D.  felt  himself  compelled  to  remark,  that  that 
affair  did  not  appear  so  successful  in  his  mind; 
for  those  very  militia  were  unquestionably  sur- 
prised and  beaten,  inasmuch  as  they  were  driven 
into  a  corner,  until  the  Indians  captured  all  their 
horses  and  other  property  in  their  camp;  and 
what  is  still  more  disgraceful,  one  half  of  the  Ma- 
jorca party  deserted  him  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  and  secured  themselves  within  their 
garrison. 

Whilst  he  was  up,  Mr.  D.  would  further  observe 
on  the  extraordinary  speech  of  the  mover  of  the 
question,  that  it  was  such  as  no  person  could  have 
ever  expected  to  hear  within  the  walls  of  that 
House.  It  seemed  to  be  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  whole  Admi- 
nistration ;  and  it  appeared  still  the  more  extraordi- 
nary that  such  a  speech  should  come  from  a  gen- 
tleman who  so  lately  expressed  the  nicest  delicacy 
in  matters  of  order  and  decency;  for,  in  this  in- 
stance, he  has  committed  the  greatest  breach  of 
decorum  and  propriety,  by  a  direct  censure  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  President,  and  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature.  [Here  several  mem- 
bers called  Mr.  Datton  to  order.]  He  proceeded, 
however,  and  appealed  to  the  House,  whether  he 
had  not  drawn  a  just  picture  of  the  expressions  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  The  very 
calculations  which  he  has  so  laboriously  produced 
have  been  questioned  by  other  members.  In  re- 
gard to  the  surprise  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
at  the  increase  of  the  War  Department  from  1791 
to  '92  and  ^98,  it  was  not  so  strange  that  five  thou- 
sand men  would  require  greater  supplies  than  two 
thousand.  Yet  the  gentleman  is  surprised  at  the 
increase  of  expense,  and  seems  to  imply  that 
abuses  have  been  committed;  but  if  an  increase 
of  expense  for  protecting  the  frontiers  has  accru- 
ed, the  censure  ought  to  fall  on  the  Legislature 
for  directing  it  by  their  laws,  and  not  upon  the 


Executive,  who  are  merely  the  instminents  ffs 
carrying  them  into  effect 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  D.,  however  he  might  him- 
self be  in  fiivor  of  a  reduction  of  the  Army,  if  it 
stood  simply  on  its  own  merits,  yet,  as  it  now  atnick 
him,  it  being  connected  with  some  recent  circam- 
stances,  he  would  therefore  oppose  it  as  tending 
only  to  embarrass  the  Executive  in  their  attempts 
towards  a  pacification.  Moreover,  he  said  he 
knew  the  temper  of  Indians  so  well,  by  baring 
lived  amongst  them,  that  there  was  not  a  natioii 
on  earth  more  extravagant  in  their  demands, 
when  they  saw  the  force  against  them  was  les- 
sening. BO  that  what  is  intended  by  the  motion 
for  reduction  at  present,  as  economical,  may  ton 
out  to  be,  in  the  end,  the  most  expensive  of  any. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  was  also  against  the  motion; 
and  Mr.  Ames  closed  the  debate  by  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  necessity  of  committing  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  as  there  would  be  no  other 
way  of  answering  the  industrious  calculations  of 
the  mover. 

The  question  on  committal  was  carried,  sod 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next  Wednesday. 


Monday,  December  81. 

A  petition  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  of  Worcester,  in 
the  State* of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  printing 
types,  of  foreign  manufacture,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  may  be  exempted  fixmi  the  datf 
imposed  on  them  by  law ;  and  that  certain  hoods, 
to  a  considerable  amount,  given  by  him  to  the  Col- 
lector of  the  District  of  Boston,  for  the  payment 
of  the  duties  on  printing  types  already  imported, 
may  be  cancelled. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instmctioa 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  the^^ 
upon  to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Massa- 
chusetts line  of  the  Continental  Army,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  the  soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the 
depreciation  which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of 
Debt  granted  them  for  military  services  daring  the 
kte  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  such  other 
relief  afforded  Uiem  as  the  present  drcumstanccf 
of  the  United  States  will  admit 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Williamson,  firom  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  biU  to  amend  an  act  entitied  "An 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States,*'  so  far  as  respects  the  coin- 
age of  copper;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  petition 
of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  St  Yincennes, 
on  the  Wabash,  together  with  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  accompanying  the 
same.    Whereupon, 

Beeohed,  That  the  survey  directed  by  the  re- 
solve of  the  late  Congress  of  the  29th  of  Angost, 
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17B8,  of  the  landa  ceded  by  the  State  of  Vir^nia 
to  the  United  States  ia  the  Territory  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  confirmed  to  the  French 
and  Canadian  inhabitants  and  other  settlers  of 
the  Kaskaakias,  St  Vincennes,  and  the  neighbor- 
ing villages,  who»  on  or  before  the  Tear  1783  had 
settled  there,  and  had  professed  toemselves  citi- 
zens of  Virginia,  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bOl  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolntion ;  and  that  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  and  Mr.  Leonard,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  relative  to  claims  a^nst  the 
United  States  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation, 
and  which  have  not  been  already  a^usted ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  explain  the  act 
entitled  ''  An  act  to  establish  the  Juoicial  Courts 
of  the  United  States,''  in  respect  to  the  taking  ball 
in  crimioal  cases ;  and  that  Mr.  White,  Mr.  w  u> 
LiAX  SmTH,  and  Mr.  Israel  Shith,  be  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1793;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bUl  undeir  consideration,  and  made  some 
progress  therein. 

Besoked^  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  lists  of 
the  several  persons  employed  in  the  offices  of  their 
respective  Departments,  with  the  salaries  allowed 
to  each. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  a  number 
of  persons^  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  p^- 
Btoners  of  tne  United  States ;  and,  after  some  ^nie 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  reported  pp'gi^ess, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

FEES  IN  ADMIRALTY  CAS^S. 

Hxe  bill  to  ascertain  the  fees  ^mandable  in 
cases  of  Admiralty  proceedings  jfi  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  being  read  tlze  third  time,  and 
the  question  being  on  its  pass^e — 

Mr.  Williamson  said,  th«f  bill  appeared  to  him 
to  be  essentially  defective :  one  leg  was  cut  away, 
and  it  limped  badly  on  die  other.  He  therefore 
wished  it  not  to  pass.  The  Judiciary  System  re- 
quired amendment.  His  constituents  were  exposed 
to  innumerable  difficulties.  Kespecting  seizures, 
they  had  nearly  ceased,  owing  to  the  perplexities 
thrown  in  the  way  bv  the  regulations  of  courts. 

Mr.  W.  Smjih  acknowledged  the  bill  was  not 
so  good  a  one  as  he  could  heive  wished ;  but  he 
could  not  conceive  how  any  thing  could  limp  on 
one  leg.  And  its  mutilated  state  may  be  attribu- 
table to  the  gentleman  who  now  opposes  its  pas- 
sage. Mr.  S.  did  not  think  a  sufficient  reason  had 
been  given  against  its  passage.  It  originated  on 
2o  CoH.— 25 


the  petition  of  upwards  of  sixty  respectable  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Charleston,  who  complain  of 
the  enormous  fees  to  which  they  are  subjected : 
and  as  the  bill  will  afford  them  relief,  without 
doing  injury  to  any  one,  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 
The  bill  passed  accordingly. 


Tuesday,  January  1, 1793. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre* 
seated  a  hill  to  explain  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,'' 
in  respect  to  taking  bail  in  criminal  cases;  which 
was  read  twice  ana  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
allowance  of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be 
paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of 
September,  1785,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  persons 
therein  named ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  White 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  pn)ceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  John  Tucker, 
late  Clerk  of  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  made  on  the  8th  of  March  last. 
Whereupon, 

Reeolved,  Tbftt  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the  allow- 
ance and  payment  of dollars  to  the  said 

John  Tu^^er,  to  compensate  him  for  his  expenses 
and  services,  and  for  money  paid  by  him  as  Clerk 
of  tb^  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

^dered.  That  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Murbay, 
^d  Mr.  Baldwin,  be  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Garanger,  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

COINAGE  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Copper  Coinage  bill,  (Mr.  White  in  the 
chair.)  The  object  of  thii  bill  is  to  alter  the 
weight  of  the  copper  coin  as  stated  in  the  former 
act  After  some  discussion,  the  blanks  specifying 
the  weight  of  the  cent  and  half  cent  were  filled — 
the  first  with  8  pennyweights  16  grains,  the  other 
with  4  pennyweights  8  grains. 

Mr.  SouDlNOT,  after  remarking  that  the  artists 
who  had  exhibited  specimens  of  the  ^ure  of 
Liberty  on  the  several  samples  of  coin  which  he 
had  seen,  all  differed  in  their  conceptions  on  this 
occasion ;  for  the  sake,  therefore,  of  uniformity,  he 
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moved  to  add  a  clause  to  the  present  bill,  provid- 
ing that,  in  lieu  of  the  figure  of  Liberty,  the  head 
of  Columbus  should  be  substituted.  Mr.  B.  sup- 
ported his  motion  by  some  pertinent  remarks  on 
the  character  of  Columbus,  and  the  obligations  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  were  under  to  honor 
his  memory. 

Mr.  Clark  was  in  favor  of  the  alteration. 

Mr.  WiLLiAiisON  and  Mr.  Livsrmore  objected 
to  it 

On  the  question  being  put,  the  motion  was  ne- 
gatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which  the  House  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
thii*d  reading. 

REPORT  ON  PETITIONS  FOR  PENSIONS. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  a 
number  of  persons  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  list 
of  pensioners  of  the  United  States;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  again  had  the  said  report 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  said  report  being  further  amend- 
ed, to  read  as  follows : 

**  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  prevent  the  admission 
of  improper  claims,  and  to  facilitate  tVe  allowance  of 
such  as  are  well  founded,  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  sections  of  the  »ct  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations  hereto* 
fore  establishea,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  iLvalid 
pensionV  and  to  provide  that,  in  future,  the  claims  for 
mvalid  pensions  shall  be  regulated  in  the  manner  fti. 
lowing,  to  wit: 

**  Ittt  That  all  evidence  relative  to  invalids  shall  be 
taken  upon  oath  before  the  Judge  of  the  District  in 
which  such  invalids  reside,  or  before  any  three  per- 
sons specially  authorized  by  commission  from  the  said 
Judge. 

**2d.  That  the  evidence  relative  to  any  claimant 
must  prove  decisive  disability  to  have  been  the  direct 
effect  of  known  wounds,  received  while  in  the  actual 
line  of  his  duty,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war ;  that  this  evidence  must  be  the 
affidavits  of  the  commanding  officer,  or  surgeon  of  the 
ship,  regiment,  corps,  or  company,  in  which  such  claim> 
ant  served,  or  two  other  creaible  witnesses,  to  the  same 
effect,  setting  forth  the  time  and  place  of  such  known 
wound. 

"  8d  That  every  claimant  shall  be  examined  by  two 
physicians,  upon  oath,  to  be  authorized  by  commission 
from  the  said  Judge,  who  shall  report  in  writing  their 
opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  said  disability,  and  in  what 
degree  it  prevents  the  claimant  from  obtaining  his  live- 
lihood by  labor. 

**  4th.  Tliat  every  claimant  shall  produce  evidence 
of  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  his  being  honorably  discharged  there- 
from. He  must  also  produce  evidence  of  three  repu- 
table freeholders  of  the  city,  town,  or  county,  in  which 
he  resided  fur  the  two  years  immediately  after  ho  lefl 
the  service,  as  aforesaid,  uf  the  existence  of  his  disabili- 


ty during  that  perioo,  and  ascertaining;  of  their  ovn 
Icnowledge,  the  mode  of  life,  employment^  labor,  «r 
means  of  support^  of  the  claimant. 

*  6th.  That  the  said  claimant  must  produce  the  eri- 
dence  of  two  credible  witnesses  of  the  oootinoaoee  of 
his  disability  fK>m  the  expiration  of  the  said  two  yein 
to  the  time  of  his  application. 

**  6th.  That  each  claimant  should  show  a  good  ssd 
sufficient  cause  why  he  did  not  apply  to  the  State  in 
which  he  resided  on  or  before  the  11th  of  December 
1788,  the  time  limited  for  applications  of  this  natorei 

**  7th.  That  the  evidence  of  no  claimaat  skouki  be 
admitted  whose  case  had  been  rejected  bj  any  Stite 
prior  to  the  aforesaid  11th  December,  1788. 

*'  Sth.  That  the  reasonable  allowance  Co  sudi  com- 
missioners and  physicians  aforesaid  for  examining  the 

claims  of  invalids  shall  be  made  by  the ,  sad 

paid  out  of  such  contingent  funds  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  direct 

**  Retolved,  Hiat  the  said  Judge  of  the  District  dull 
transmit  a  list  of  such  claims,  accompanied  by  tbeeri- 
dence  herein  directed,  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Beptit- 
ment  of  War,  who  shall  examine  the  muster  rolls  sod 
other  evidences  of  the  late  war,  in  order  to  prove  the 
services  of  the  said  claimants ;  and  the  said  Secretirj 
shall  make  a  statement  of  the  cases  of  the  said  dsim- 
ants  to  Congress,  with  such  drcumstanees  and  remarb 
as  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  tskc 
such  order  thereon  as  they  may  judge  proper:" 

It  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam SiiiTH,  Mr.  Benjamin  Boubne,  and  Mr. 
Lee,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


Wednesday,  January  2. 

Orderedt  That  the  memorials  of  the  late  offi- 
oers  and  soldiers  of  the  lines  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  sud 
Maryland,  which  lay  on  the  table,  be  referred  to 
th%  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Home  on  next  Monday  week. 

An  «n^ro8sed  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'  An 
act  estaMisbing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coin 
of  the  United  States,"  so  far  as  respects  the  coin- 
age of  copptr,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance 
of  interest  on  the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the 
resolve  of  Congt^»8  of  the  28th  of  September, 
1785,  as  an  indeianity  to  the  persons  thereia 
named,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  th«  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Henderson,  made  s 
report ;  which  was  read,  ana  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
taole. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  oi 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Ebenezer  Cowell,  which  was  made  on  the  Sd  of 
February  last.     Whereupon, 

JRewlvedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
cannot  be  granted. 

Mr.  Sedowick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  compensate  John  Tucker;  which 
was  received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 
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HILITART  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Hoase  reaolTed  itaelf  into  a  Ck>mniittee  of  the 
Whole  Hoaae  on  the  motion  of  the  28t|i  ultimo  for 
reducing  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Wjldsworth  rose  and  obsenred,  that  he 
had  pledged  himself  to  the  House  last  Friday  to 
shoir  that  the  calculations  of  the  gentleman  nom 
North  Ouolina  were  not  true ;  and,  if  true,  that 
the  inferences  drawn  from  them  were  not  correct 
There  was  a  material  difference  (he  said)  between 
the  appropriations  quoted  by  the  gentleman  and 
those  which  he  would  now  read  to  the  House; 
Here  he  read  a  statement  which  he  had  prepared, 
from  which  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Steels  had 
oreirated  the  contingencies,  hospitals^  quarter- 
masters, forage,  caralry,  ordnance,  pay,  and  sub- 
sistence, each  of  them. 

The  total  difference  between  Mr.  Steele's  and 
Mr.  Wadswoath's  calculations,  from  this  repre- 
seDUtion,  was  $37,080  in  the  year  1790. 

In  like  manner,  Mr.  W.  read  his  calculations 
for  1791.  On  comparing  which  with  those  of  Mr. 
Steele,  he  said  there  was  a  difference  in  the 
toUl  of  $252,312;  and  in  the  total  of  1792,  he 
shovred  a  difference  of  $567,630.  He  also  par^ 
ticularly  objected  to  Mr.  Steele's  statements  of 
the  ordnance  expense  for  1798,  which  had  been 
called  $23,000;  but  that  sum,  although  it  comes 
nnder  the  head  of  ordnance  in  the  estimate,  is  not 
altogether  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  can- 
non ;  the  whole  amount  of  the  expense  of  cannon, 
he  said,  had  been  Tory  trifling — about  $700  or 
$800.  Having  proceeded  thus  fiir  in  attempting 
to  controvert  the  calculations  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  W.  said,  it  would  in- 
deed have  been  an  alarming  thing  to  the  United 
States,  had  they  been  founded  in  reality.  But  the 
gentleman  had  not  confined  himself  to  misstate- 
ments-~he  had  gone  further ;  for  he  had  "  lament- 
ed the  necessity  of  quoting  even  truths  from 
that  office"— the  War  Office.  Here  Mr.  W.  stated 
that  the  quotation  which  Mr.  Steele  had  made 
from  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  had  not 
been  correctly  quoted.  After  Mr.  W.  had  thus 
represented  Mr.  Steele's  calculations  as  errone- 
ous, and  his  quotations  as  misstated,  he  said  that 
the  House  ought  to  beware  of  not  being  led  astray 
by  them.  He  next  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
had  laid  a  great  deal  of  blame  of  the  present  hos- 
tilities between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians, 
and  the  expense  attending  them,  to  the  War  De- 
partment. But  Mr.  W.  conceived  that  there  were 
other  causes  to  be  assigned  for  the  Indian  war. 
There  had  never  been  a  day,  from  the  first  setUe- 
meot  of  America  to  the  present  moment,  without 
oor  being  at  war  with  the  Indians,  in  one  place  or 
another.  The  history  of  the  countrvt  the  resolves 
of  the  old  Congress,  every  book  published  by  Con- 
grejis,  show  this  to  have  been  the  case.  [Here  he 
read  some  quotations  from  the  resolves  of  1784,  to 
ihow  the  appropriations  for  defraying  the  expenses 
.of  Indian  wars.]  He  wished  the  House  to  take  a 
Ktrospeot  of  the  subject,  from  the  be^nning  of 
those  troubles  down  to  the  late  application  for  as- 
sUtance  from  the  National  Government  by  the 


Governor  of  Georgia.  Although  they  have  three 
thousand  men  on  the  frontier  of  that  State,  vet  it 
is  not  found  sufficient,  and  the  Indians  have  driven 
them  in.  Indeed,  there  has  been  a  time  when 
the  town  of  Savannah  has  been  obliged  to  keep  a 
guard. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  introduce  commend- 
ations of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  War  De> 
partment,  but  he  thought  it  proper  to  observe,  that 
he  is  not  to  be  blamed  on  account  of  the  expenses 
referred  to.  He  is  no  more  than  an  instrament 
acting  under  the  Supreme  Executive.  It  is  the 
Peesidbnt  of  the  United  States  who  has  found 
it  necessary  and  proper  to  recommend  the  estaUish- 
ment  of  a  military  force.  It  is,  therefore,  not  the 
Secretary's,  it  is  the  President's  war;  and  to  assert 
that  the  Secretary  has  had  any  undue  influenee 
with  the  Legislature,  would  be  altogether  fklse; 
for,  on  the  contrary,  his  reports  have  been  treated 
with  disrespect  in  this  House.  Was  not  his  re- 
port at  New  York  ridicoled,  and  called  **  preach- 
ing," die,  because  it  was  in  favor  of  peace,  and 
spoke  with  great  humanity  respecting  the  hard- 
ships often  inflicted  by  the  whites  on  the  Indians! 
Indeed,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  uniform  in 
his  endeavors  to  bring  about  a  durable  peace. 
This,  however  desirable  an  object,  has  been  found 
hitherto  impracticable,  and  the  Indians  have  late- 
ly carried  their  depredations  to  so  great  a  length 
that  the  Prssidbnt  has  judged  it  necessary  to  re- 
pel them  by  force.  They  have  murdered  in  cold 
blood  oar  ambassadors  of  peace,  whilst  holding  a 
flag  of  truce  in  one  hand  and  reaching  the  other 
out  in  friendship  to  the  Indians.  Perhaps  they 
may  have  been  excited  to  this  degree  of  barbarity 
by  many  causes.  It  is  hard  to  determine  which 
are  the  greatest  affgressors — ^the  settlers  on  the 
frontiers  or  the  Indians.  The  murder  of  the  Mora- 
vian Indians,  the  proclamation  of  Congress  against 
our  own  people,  all  show  that  the  Indians  have 
ground  for  complaint. 

Here  Mr.  W.  recapituUted  the  affiiirs  of  the 
banditti  at  Fort  St  Vincennes;  the  representa- 
tions of  Judge  Innis,  of  Kentucky,  fh>m  1783  to 
1790,  respecting  the  people  there  who  could  not 
be  restrained  from  the  commission  of  crimes 
against  the  peace  of  the  country.  From  these 
causea  and  the  common  iktality  of  the  times,  our 
attempts  towards  peace  have  proved  abortive,  and 
the  war  has  been  prolonged,  but  the  Secretary  is 
entirely  innocent  of  promoting  it 

In  regard  to  the  other  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Steele]  respecting  the  militia,  that  they 
would  afford  either  a  cheaper  or  better  defence  for 
the  frontiers,  he  had  his  doubts. 

Mr.  W.  now  went  over  the  whole  histoiy  of  the 
frontier  wars ;  a  line  of  posts  was  once  established 
and  garrisoned  by  militia,  yet  they  could  not  pre- 
vent the  Indians  from  coming  within  sixtv  miles  of 
Winchester,  and  murdering,  scalping,  ana  plunder- 
ing the  women  and  children.  After  the  peace  of 
1762,  the  Indians  drove  in  the  militia,  and  advanced 
as  far  as  Cumberland  and  Carlisle,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

But  Colonel  Boquet,  with  the  remains  of  two 
regiments  of  regular  troops,  who  had  jast  before 
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arrived  from  the  WeBi  Indies,  marehed  against  the 
Bavagea,  and  hired  pack-horses  to  earrr  some  of  his 
aiek  men.  With  these  regulars,  Colonel  Boquet 
fought  them  and  drove  them  with  the  bayonet  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The  battle 
began  at  one  o'clock  the  first  day  and  lasted  until 
night,  and  was  renewed  the  next  morning  with 
superior  force  by  the  Indmns;  yet  they  were  entire- 
ly discomfited.  This  news  went  to  Fort  Pitt  and 
Virginia,  and  revived  Ibe  spirits  of  the  country. 
Virginia  raised  more  troope*— and  Colonel  Boquet 
dictated  a  peace  to  the  savages. 

These  instances  furnished  sufficient  arguments  to 
show  the  superiority  of  regular  troops  over  militia. 
But  he  could  mention  many  others,  viz:  General 
Hartman,  with  eight  hundred  chosen  men,  giving  a 
total  defeat  to  the  Indians ;  Colonel  Willet*s  attack 
and  defeat  of  them ;  and  General  Sullivan's  affair  in 
South  Carolina. 

As  to  the  defeat  of  Harmar  and  St.  Clair,  their 
men  ought  not  to  be  reckoned  regular  tiroops. 
They  were  mw  recruits,  undisciplin^,  &c  But 
even  they  stood  better  than  the  militia;  for  the 
militia  ran  awav,  and  those  who  remained  to  fight 
the  savages  fell,  to  their  honor  be  it  spoken,  whilst 
the  militia,  who  were  the  advanced  guard,  ran  and 
threw  away  their  guns,  nay,  their  coats. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  balance  of  argument,  Mr. 
W.  thought,  must  appear  in  favor  of  regular 
troops. 

He  further  took  occasion  to  animadvert  on  what 
Mr.  WuxuMsoH  had  said,  when  that  gentleman 
expressed  himself  so  strongly  in  favor  of  the  mili- 
tia under  Major  Adair.  That  officer,  Mr.  W.  ob- 
served, had  been  a  Continental  officer,  and  from 
his  own  words,  it  appeared  that  he  had  no  very 
great  opinion  of  the  militia,  for  they  had  fled  to 
the  garrison ;  and  the  Indians  obtained  their  ends, 
notwithstanding  the  ree^tian  given  by  Major 
Adair.  Theirs  was  the  triumph,  and  when  they 
retired,  it  seems  to  have  been  not  so  much  a  mat- 
ter of  necessity,  as  a  thing  of  choice,  on  their  part. 
The  loss  of  horses,  one  hundred,  perhaps,  and  the 
expense  of  this  aifair,  amounted  to  a  much  greater 
•urn  than  any  regular  troops  would  have  cost. 
The  party  under  Major  Adair,  supposing  it  to 
consist  of  a  hundred  roentcost  one  hundred  dollars 
a  day,  reckoning  the  attendant  circumstances — 
and  considering  it,  as  Mr.  W.  did,  a  complete  de- 
feat— for  there  are  no  circumstances  to  prove  that  it 
was  otherwise — the  militia  having  deserted  him  and 
left  the  few  regulars  he  had  exposed  to  the  whole 
of  the  danger. 

Mr.  W.  did  not  stop  here  in  his  details  of  milip 
tia  disgraces — he  recounted  many  other  cases.  He 
mentioned  the  Grant's  expedition  against  the  Che- 
rokees,  &c.  And  still  he  drew  a  balance  against 
the  successes  of  the  militia ;  for,  he  said,  they  had 
constantly  been  defeated,  and  the  country  left  ex- 
posed to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

Much  has  been  said,  observed  Mr.  W.,  of  Clark 
and  Servier's  successes.  They,  indeed,  afford  an  ex- 
ception to  the  cases  above  mentioned;  but  how  far 
were  they  successful  ?  The  immense  expense  of 
men  and  money,  and  the  interruption  given  to  the 
agriculture  of' the  country  by  calling  away  from 


their  business  so  many  industrious  citizens,  b  & 
thing  beyond  the  power  of  ealeulation;  for  mj 
part,  said  he,  I  do  not  know  figures  enough  to 
count  it  up.  For  the  truth  of  this  position,  and 
for  the  enormous  waste  and  expense  incurred  bf 
militia,  he  appealed  to  one  of  the  members  [CoL 
Pabkbr]  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  bad 
experience  in  the  matter,  whether  it  was  not  ab> 
solutely  impossible  either  to  bring  militia  aader 
proper  discipline,  or  prevent  their  euormons  waste. 
A  whole  brigade  of  regular  troops  wonki  not  cost 
so  much  as  one  regiment  of  militia,  to  a  eoootij. 
The  militia  of  Kentucky  have  cost  more  btood 
and  wealth  than  all  the  American  war;  when  tbe 
circumstances  are  considered  of  calling  out  meo 
from  the  tillage  of  the  field,  &e.  It  is  enonnoo 
the  number  of  lives,  and  the  aggregate  loss  ii 
countless.  The  causes  of  these  things  ate,  want 
of  order  and  discipline,  &c.  And  those  causes 
have  produced  an  wmsraal  r^trobatimi  ef  On 
war  estahUthment ;  but  all  those  who  coodema, 
are  not  well  acquainted  with  those  causes;  the^ 
judge  from  hearing  only  one-half  of  the  troth  ia 
our  newspapers.  It  is  supposed  a  peace  can  be 
easily  elfected,  but  I  know  of  no  peace  that  ha» 
not  been  effiscted  by  foree ;  for,  although  promtaes 
have  been  made  and  peace  often  treated  for  with 
the  Indians,  vet  they  have  as  constantly  broken  those 
promisea  This  is  a  good  reason  for  keeping  op 
the  present  force  of  the  United  States.  We  are 
now  able  to  meet  the  Indians  and  demand  a  aafe 
peace.  But  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroliaa 
calls  our  establishment 'a  mere  militant  parade, 
which  it  is  said  by  another  gentleman  ^Mr.  Pab^ 
ksrI  will  only  tend  to  rouse  the  Spaniards  aod  tbe 
British,  dLC. 

He  went  on  quoting  the  conduct  of  the  lodiaos 
and  their  threatening  mannner,  when  they  told  p% 
**  go  to  your  own  side  of  the  Ohio,"  &c,  VVhat 
language  do  they  now  hold  out  ?  But  I  am  oot 
at  liberty,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  mention  it,  as  ii  was 
confidentially  communicated  to  this  House,  aad 
read  with  our  doors  shut.  However,  it  ia  well 
known  to  all  the  members  present,  the  insoleoee 
of  that  language.  For  my  part,  I  have  liitJe  hopei 
of  a  peace  from  any  promises  of  tbe  Indians ;  a&d 
although  a  negotiation  is  said  to  be  upon  the  ear 
pet,  I  can  never  depend  upon  the  promises  of  sr 
vages  who  have  so  often  broken  them. 

In  speaking  of  the  recruits  that  have  been  bttelr 
raised  for  the  regular  army,  Mr.  W.  opposed  bis 
opinion  to  that  of  Mr.  Pabkeb,  who  mentioned  tbeio 
in  such  contemptible  terms  aa  having  beea  col- 
lected from  tbe  stews  and  brothels  of  tbe  diies, 
&c  For  his  part,  Mr.  W.  had  often  seen  tbfoi. 
and  he  believed  they  were  equal,  if  not  superior  io 
spirit  and  appearance,  to  most  of  the  soldiery  dar- 
ing the  British  war,  and  better  than  the  soldierr 
were  at  the  close  of  the  war,  with  some  exeepuor». 
such  as  respects  the  men  who  cost  £300  each.  Be- 
fore he  could  quit  the  subject,  he  begged  leave 
to  mention  another  instance  of  the  effieacj  of 
regular  troops ;  it  was  the  affair  of  General  Wayoe  s 
surprise,  when  the  light-horse  dismounted,  and  est 
the  militia  to  pieces,  and  the  infantry  drove  them  ^ 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
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He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  caUing  oul  iiiniUtiA  upon 
every  emergenoj.  Where  are  they  to  be  formed  ? 
In  Pennaylraaia  it  would  be  attended  with  a  ten- 
fold loes,  if  they  must  quit  their  daily  labor.  He 
would  admit  that  the  character  of  the  Kentucky 
xmlitia  had  been  brave  and  intrepid ;  but  there  was 
still  occasion  for  a  new  war,  and  no  ultimate  pro- 
tactioa  afforded  to  the  frontier. 

The  Gk>Temor  of  North  Carolina  had  oomplained 
of  a  friendly  Indian  being  murdered^  Sec  On  the 
whole,  he  thought  it  improper  to  take  militia  to  fight 
Isdian  warriors.  He  admitted  that  some  abuses 
Bight  have  been  practised  in  the  regular  army,  but 
they  were  aa  little,  if  not  less,  than  in  any  other 
army  he  eould  remember.- 

He  insisted  that  the  scheme  of  the  Department 
of  War  was  not  a  scheme,  of  the  Secretary,  ^ut  a 
scheme  of  the  United  States  from  the  PaasrosifT 
down  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  the 
meaaest  of  their  constituents.  He  took  a  retro- 
spect of  the  great  skin  of  the  Prssidsnt  after 
Braddock^s  defeat  The  Pbbsidsnt  must  be  the 
best  judge  of  the  disposition  of  Indians,  and  the 
best  way  of  treating  with  them ;  he  approves  the 
scheme  of  the  present  war,  and  shsU  we  impru- 
deotfy  attempt  to  change  his  plan,  by  sending  out 
a  few  men  to  be  knocked  on  the  head  by  the  In- 
diSBfi,  as  those  eoat  men  were  ?  so  called  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  PASKaR,}  but  in- 
stead of  coat-men,  he,  Ifr.  W.,  thought  they  might 
aka  have  been  called  petty-coat  men^  «c.  He 
finished  his  observations  by  again  remarking,  that 
the  calculatioas  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Stbilb} 
who  had  inti^uced  the  motion  for  reducing  the 
present  war  establishments  were  founded  in  error, 
sad  oQght  not  to  have  any  weight  with  the  House. 

Mr.  Stbkl*. — When  the  House  have  deliberated 
upon  the  merits  of  the  gentlesum^s  arguments  and 
the  truth  of  my  statements ;  and  when  they  have 
decided  the  question,  I  will  submit  to  their  deci- 
sion;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  insist  that  my  cal- 
tttlationa  are  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  the  publio  printed  documents  on  the  ta- 
ble, of  the  appropriations  and  laws,  fta  I  wish 
the  gentleman  [Kr.  Waoswobtb,]  had  told  us 
where  he  has  found  those  papers,  from  which  he 
attempts  to  controvert  such  authentic  documents 
w  I  have  quoted.  I  wish  he  had  made  the  House 
understand  them;  for  my  part,  they  appear  unin- 
tdligible. 

^.  Wadswobtb  said  it  was  from  the  laws. 

Mr.  Stbblv  ezpUined  some  things  in  his  former 
Btatements;  and  in  reply  to  some  suggestions  that 
might  be  thrown  out  with  respect  to  his  indeli- 
cate mode  of  attacking  the  Secretary  of  War,  or 
the  Paismsirr,  he  d^ed  any  member  to  show 
that  he  had  acted  beyond  the  line  of  his  duty ;  or 
that  he  had  ever  shown  any  disre^>ect  toward  the 
PaKsmurr.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  that  geatleman^s  character  would  for  ever 
be  secured  against  all  the  possible  attacks  of  in^ 
gratitude  or  malice,  ^  He  also  used  some  other 
very  handsome  expressions  on  this  occssion.  But 
whilst  he  was  ready  to  dechu^  these  things,  and  to 
prove  that  he  bad  no  personal  intentions  of  injuring 
the  Secretary  of  War ;  yet,  he  would  not  suffer  him- 


self to  be  deprived  of  his  privilege,  whilst  be  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  in  that  House ;  and,  in  the 
present  instance,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  hold  up 
his  opposition  against  the  rapid  increase  *of  expenses 
in  all  the  Departments  of  Government,  which  he 
said  were  grown  to  an  enormous  burden  upon  the 
people,  and  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution ;  that 
they,  therefore,  ought  to  be  immediately  cheoked. 
He  hoped  for  the  future,  gentlemen  would  confine 
their  aiguments  to  measures,  and  not  apply  them 
to  persona.  He  sat  down,  for  the  present,  with  this 
proviso :  that  he  would  reserve  to  himself  the  right 
of  answering  to  what  might  be  advanced  against 
his  proposition,  which  he  could  prove  to  be  salu- 
tary ;  and  that  the, present  system  is  fundamentally 
wrong. 

Ifr.  Hartlst  was  against  adopting  the  motion 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
and  he  entered  into  a  particular  investigation  of 
the  merits  of  the  question.  When  the  U^  kw  for 
the  more  effectual  protection  of  the  frontiers  passed, 
the  subiect  now  under  consideration  was  very  fully 
and  ably  discussed^  and  the  gentlemen  who  were 
averse  to  the  augmentation  had  several  alterations 
made  to  satisfy  £hem. 

Instead  of  the^PassiDBMT's  being  obliged  to  raise 
the  whole  of  the  three  regiments,  he  was  to  exer- 
cise his  discretion  either  to  make  the  augmentation 
complete,  or  raise  a  part^  and  he  had  authority  to 
disband  them  after  being  raised.  The  12th  sec- 
tion of  that  law  is  thus  expressed :  "  It  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  PassmBHT  or  thi  Unitco  Statbs 
to  forbear  to  raise,  or  to  disband  after  they  shall  be 
raised,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  three 
additional  regiments,  in  case  events  shall  in  his 
judgment  render  his  so  doing  consistent  with  the 
public  safety.'* 

We  should  therefore  consider  whether  circum- 
stances have  so  materially  changed  since  that  time 
as  to  render  it  proper  that  the  Legislature  should 
interfere,  repeal  the  powers  given  to  the  PftESi- 
DBNT,  and  discharge  the  three  regiments.  ^  This 
necessarily  leads  us  first  to  view  the  situation  of 
our  finances,  and  the  state  of  the  frontiers  at  and 
immediately  before  the  time  of  passing  the  law. 
The  extent  of  our  revenue  was  not  as  well  known 
then  as  at  present,  and  every  good  man  deprecated 
the  misfortune  which  obliged  him  to  increase  the 
taxes.  The  war  was  a  disagreeable  one,  but  ne- 
cessary, if  peace  could  not  otherwise  be  obtained. 
The  Legislature  coasidered  the  expense,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  we  had  means  and  abilities  to 
defray  the  same.  Many  murders  and  ravages  had 
been  committed  by  the  savages  on  the  frontiers. 
One  army  had  suffered  in  the  year  1790,  and 
nearly  a  whole  army  cut  off  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1791.  And  we  had  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Indians  would  act  in  great  force 
against  us.  Our  finances  are  still  respectable.  It 
is  true,  I  should  be  happy  if  we  could  apply  the 
money  toward  discharging  the  national  debt  al- 
ready contracted,  but  the  unfortunate  situation  of 
our  frontiers  prevent  it  War,  though  an  evil, 
may  (from  the  present  disposition  of  the  world) 
be  sometimes  necessary,  when  nations  are  unrea* 
sonable  and  justice  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained. 
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Hostilities  haTo  lately  been  committed  on  our 
troops  commanded  by  Major  Adair ;  and  seTeral 
of  the  Southern  tribes  show  themselves  inimical, 
and  we  have  no  absolute  assurances  that  we  shall 
haye  peace  in  the  Spring.  The  ag;reement  by  some 
tribes  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  was  only  con- 
Tentent  to  them  as  it  protected  their  families  for 
the  Winter. 

The  great  object  of  the  additional  armament  was 
to  obtain  peace:  this  is  not  yet  effected.  May 
we  promise  ourselres  more  success  in  negotiation 
br  laying  down  our  arms,  or  by  retaining  them  ? 
History  is  in  faror  of  the  latter.  Indeed  I  hold  it 
as  a  maxim,  that  the  nation  which  is  prepared  for 
war  can  most  easily  obtain  peace.  For  mv  own 
part,  I  can  discover  no  existing  causes  for  altering 
the  system  established  by  the  act  to  which  I  have 
before  referred.  The  expense  has  been  made  a 
very  serious  objection.  It  ought  to  have  weight ; 
but  where  measures  have  been  proper,  America 
has  not  regarded  it  She  has  iVeely  expended  her 
treasure  to  support  her  rights,  we  are  bound  in 
justice  and  honor  to  protect  our  fellow-citizens  on 
the  frontiers;  we  demand  from  them  an  excise. 
They  require  from  the  General  Government  pro- 
tection. I  am  for  making  peace  with  all  the  In- 
dians upon  reasonable  terms;  but  any  country 
which  has  been  fairly  purchased  from  the  Indians, 
they  should  not  be  permitted  to  repossess  or  hold 
by  conquest.  If  an  offensive  war  be  necessary, 
says  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  regular 
troops  are  not  the  most  proper  to  carry  it  on. 
They  are  more  expensive,  and  unfit  to  meet  the 
savages  of  the  wilderness.  As  to  the  expense,  I 
have  partly  answered  before.  But  if  the  gentle- 
roan  is  to  have  five  expeditions  in  one  year,  I  be- 
lieve he  would  find  that  his  calculations  are  not 
correct:  a  misfortune  to  either  detachments  or 
party  would  bear  very  hard  upon  the  district  they 
came  fix>m ;  the  partial  loss  of  regulars  would  not 
be  equally  felt,  very  few  of  them  having  families. 

I  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  backwoods  rifle- 
men, but  I  am  confident  that  we  cannot  certainly 
rely  upon  their  turning  out  as  often  as  they  might 
be  wanted ;  we  could  not  rely  on  such  uncertainty ; 
and  yet  this  is  offered  as  a  fiivorite  project.  If 
you  cannot  rely  upon  them,  you  mar  say  that  the 
ordinary  militia  can  be  drafted.  You  would  find 
them  unfit  for  such  a  service ;  they  would  in  gene- 
ral be  composed  of  substitutes,  inexperienced  and 
undisciplined,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  take  them 
all  from  the  frontiers,  and  some  of  the  States,  or  at 
least  one,  have  no  militia  laws.  I  am  for  retaining 
the  regular  troops. 

The  Prksidkmt  has  practised  economy  in  organ- 
izing the  troops  voted  for,  and  I  am  told  they  have 
made  considerable  progress  in  discipline ;  they  are 
formed  into  legionary  corps,  composed  of  horse, 
riflemen,  light-infantry,  and  battalion-men.  The 
three  former  will  be  fit  for  active  service  in  the 
field,  the  latter  for  the  common  duties  in  the  camp 
or  garrison.  I  will  allow  volunteers  and  militia 
their  full  credit;  but  I  do  not  think  the  regular 
troops  merit  the  disparagement  attempted.  Volun- 
teer corps  have  not  been  free  from  misfortunes. 
Colonel  Crawford,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred 


volunteers  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  vts 
defeated  in  the  Western  coantiy,  and  he  vts 
burnt  at  the  stake.  Genend  Braddodc,  it  is  ssid, 
was  obstinate,  and  his  European  troops  were  im- 
disciplined  for  such  a  service.  The  army  under 
General  St.  Clair  was  lost,  because  the  men  were 
undisciplined  and  unfitted  for  that  servloeL  I  cid 
mention  several  instances  where  regular  troops 
have  suocessfolly  penetrated  the  Indian  eountiy, 
among  warlike  tribes,  with  success :  Colonel  Moot- 
gomery,  into  the  Cherokees ;  Colond  Armstrinig; 
to  the  Kittanig;  Colonel  Boquet's  campaign  of 
1768  and  1764.  Three  detachments  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  in  the  year  1778,  (one  under  the  coib- 
mand  of  General  Broadhead,  one  under  loeote- 
nant  Colond  Butier,  and  the  last  oommaDded  by 
your  humble  servant),  penetrated  the  country  pos- 
sessed by  the  Six  Nations.  Neither  of  the  detach- 
ments was  large,  and  the  last  had  tt>  contend 
against  superior  numbers.  In  General  8aUivaD*8 
campaign,  the  year  following,  his  van-guard  best 
an  equal,  if  not  a  superior  number  of  Indians.  I 
might  mention  the  Roman  legions :  they  almoet 
constantly  were  successful  againt  those  they  called 
Barbarians,  until  their  enemies  adopted  the  Romao 
discipline.  I  have  a  high  <^!nion  of  the  personal 
bravery  and  prowess  of  an  Indian,  but  I  do  deoy 
that  they  can  act  to  the  best  advantage  in  large 
bodies.  They  have  not  an  experience  of  that  kind ; 
disciplined  troops  would  have  the  advantage.  I 
reprobate  the  idea  of  a  standing  army,  whidi 
might  endanger  the  liberty  of  this  country ;  but  I 
consider  the  troops  contemplated  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress to  be  absolutely  necessarv,  until  peace  shall 
be  obtained,  and  therefore  shall  vote  against  a  re- 
duction. Every  step  has  been  taken,  and  1  dire 
say  will  be  taken,  by  the  Pmsidcnt,  to  procure 
a  peace  without  bloodshed.  Our  messengers  of 
peace  have  in  some  places,  been  murdered,  and  yet 
he  has  sent  messengers  to  others. 

Mr.  Clark. — One  would  suppose,  from  the  style 
of  the  debate,  that  we  were  going  to  abandon  the 
frontiers,  the  safety  of  the  country,  Ac,  and  to 
disband  the  whole  of  the  army :  for,  tlie  arguaienti 
of  those  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  motioD 
seem  to  he  calculated  to  mislead  the  House,  in  that 
way,  and  to  prove  that  the  question  under  con- 
sideration is  for  reducing  the  whole  of  the  troops 
now  existing.  But  this  is  so  far  from  being  the 
true  state  of  the  matter,  that  it  is  not  even  con- 
templated to  disband  a  single  man  of  them ;  it  only 
goes  to  the  prevention  of  raising  any  more  troops, 
which,  perhaps,  would  be  the  safest  policy  under 
the  present  circumstances  and  temper  of  the  United 
States.  There  are  about  three  thousand  three 
hundred  efibctive  men  already  raised,  who  are 
sufiSdent  to  garrison  the  forts  on  the  frontier, 
agreeably  to  the  gentleman's  statement  who  intro- 
duced the  motion ;  and,  indeed,  it  seems  as  if  they 
were  fully  competent,  if  we  believe  the  report  that 
the  whole  of  the  Indian  force,  at  the  time  of  meet- 
ing General  St  Clair,  and  when  they  exerted  them- 
selves to  the  utmost,  was  but  one  thousand  two 
hundred  warriors. 

Mr.  C.  made  some  further  remarks  on  the  sen- 
timents which  had  been  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
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man  last  up ;  and,  in  speaking  of  the  diacretionary 
powers  vested  in  tiie  Pbksidknt,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  situation  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  in  this 
respect  was  extremely  delicate ;  for,  supposing  he 
might  be  inclined  to  stop  the  recruiting  service, 
and  reduce  the  war  establishment ;  and  supposing 
the  frontiers  to  be  again  harassed,  it  might  be 
charged  to  him  for  not  having  kept  up  the  legal 
complement  of  men.  Under  this  impression,  Mr. 
C.  wished  that  some  way  could  bo  adopted  of  con- 
veying to  the  PuESiDBifT  the  sentiments  of  the  Le- 
gislature on  this  subject,  without  the  tedious  form 
of  a  law. 

Mr.  Parkbb. — The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  Habtlet]  has  been  reading  a  section  of 
the  Uw,  to  inform  us  of  |he  discretionary  powers 
vested  in  the  Pbesidkht,  which  we  have  heard  from 
other  members  before  he  rose,  and  which  we  all 
knew  as  well  as  himselC  I  am  sorry  to  hear  gen- 
tlemen, when  they  have  no  other  resource  of  ar- 
gument left,  80  often  resorting  to  the  name  of  the 
Prbsidknt,  to  carry  their  measures ;  and  yet,  in  the 
present  instance,  I  much  doubt  whether  those  sen- 
timents are  avowed  by  the  Prbsiobht,  which  have 
been  laid  to  his  charge  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate: however,  if  they  were  really  so,  this  is  not 
a  sufficient  reason  to  silence  me,  or  to  prevent  me 
irom  delivering  my  own  sentiments,  and  those  of 
my  constituents  who  sent  me  here  to  do  so.  He 
vindicated  the  character  of  the  militia,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  disgraceful  picture  which  Mr.  Wadb- 
woRTH  had  painted  of  this  respectable  class  of 
citizens,  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  insisted  were  always 
more  spirited  soldiery,  and  fitter  for  fighting  the 
Indians  than  the  regulars,  although  they  did  not 
always  move  at  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  or  beat  of 
a  drum,  which  were  necessary  to  rouse  the  atten- 
tion of  heart-broken,  mercenary  troops,  who  sel- 
dom act  but  from  force,  or  fear  of  the  whipping 
post  Militia  were  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
military  show,  or  the  display  of  columns;  neither 
did  the  Pbbsidemt  or  tbb  United  Statbb,  when 
icting  Major  of  a  regiment  little  better  than  mi- 
litia, find  that  the  doctrine  of  tactics  was  of  any 
great  service  to  him. 

Mr.  P.  further  mentioned,  that  the  forerunners 
of  General  Burgoyne's  u*my  were  taken  by  Ge- 
neral Stark^s  militia  near  Bennington;  and  the 
capture  of  the  whole  of  Burgoyne*8  army  was 
chiefly  brought  about  by  militia,  as  General  Lin- 
coln had  very  few  regular  troops  at  the  time  of 
his  surrender.  In  short,  the  militia  bore  a  con- 
nicuous  share  of  almost  every  engagement  during 
the  war.  At  Trenton,  the  men  who  took  the  Hes- 
sians were  little  other  than  militia,  as  they  bad 
been  raised  but  a  short  time  before.  Mr.  P.  could 
vouch  for  them,  as  he  was  a  witness  of  their  ac- 
tivity and  bravery.  Another  instance  offered  of 
their  success  at  Charleston,  after  it  was  taken  by 
the  British  and  the  regulars  drove  off;  the  militia 
kept  possession  of  the  country  and  supported  them- 
selves. He  also  remembered  havinz  been  called 
Away  from  the  regular  army  in  the  North  to  take 
the  command  of  some  militia  in  Virginia,  who 
supported  themselves  for  twelve  months  without 
either  pay  or  provisions  from  the  United  States; 


and  yet  they  were  never  once  defeated  or  dis- 
graced, neither  did  they  leave  the  country  unpro- 
tected and  exposed ;  and  all  they  received  for  tneir 
services  was  certificates  which  necessity  obliged 
them  to  alienate  at  three  shilh'ngs  in  the  pound, 
to  persons  who  are  now  in  possession  of  them 
drawing  an  annual  interest  of  nearly  as  much, 
and  who  never  perhaps  had  a  good  wish  toward 
the  Revolution.  He  next  quot^  the  militia  un- 
der Colonel  Mercer,  at  Yorktown,  who  were  suc- 
cessful in  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  under  Turle- 
ton.  These  and  several  other  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  militia,  whom  he  still  maintained  to  be  the 
best  security  of  a  country,  were  used  by  Mr.  P. 
He  would  not  advocate  the  raising  them  from  aU 
parts  of  the  United  States,  but  only  in  such  places 
as  the  safety  of  the  frontiers  required  it  most; 
they  were  not,  to  be  sure,  accustomed  to  the  dis- 
play of  the  column,  &c.,  but  they  knew  how  to 
take  the  Indians  in  a  proper  way  through  the 
woods. 

It  gave  him  pain  to  hear  the  character  of  the 
ipilitia  so  much  traduced,  and  it  also  was  a  pain- 
ful reflection  to  think  of  the  two  disgraceful  de- 
feats of  our  armies  undejr  Generals  Harmar  and 
St  Clair:  indeed,  it  would  have  a  strange  appear* 
ance  to  the  world,  to  think  that  this  country  is  in- 
habited by  the  same  men  who  lived  in  1776.  He 
repeated  what  he  had  before  asserted,  that  most 
of  the  present  regulars  were  collected  from  the 
stews  and  brothels  of  the  cities,  and  had  none  of 
the  spirit  or  principles  of  the  honest  yeomanry, 
who  composed  the  militia  during  former  wars, 
when  every  man  turned  out  impressed  with  a 
good  cause. 

It  was  not,  he  said,  his  desire  to  criminate  apy 
individual  in  office,  although  he  would  maintain 
his  right  of  expressing  his  opinion  on  that  fioor, 
so  long  as  he  held  a  seat  in  the  House.  But  with 
regard  to  myself,  said  he,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
pour  incense  into  any  man's  cup;  I  respect  the 
Pbbsidbnt  as  much  as  any  man,  and  thmk  him 
incapable  of  doing  wrong,  at  least  on  those  princi- 
ples that  foreign  despots  are  supposed  to  do  no 
wrong,  because  the  people  are  their  subjects,  and 
dare  not  to  say  their  Sovereigns  do  wrons,  and 
dare  not  contradict  this  tyrannic  maxim.  If  the 
House,  or  if  the  pBBsmB5T,  have  committed  an 
error,  they  ought  to  correct  it ;  for  my  part,  I  con- 
ceived the  whole  of  the  plan  wrong  from  the  be- 
ginning. From  the  present  appearances,  he  was 
convinced  we  should  get  no  peace  with  the  In- 
dians, unless  it  were  dictated  by  the  British  agents 
in  Canada;  for  it  was  clear,  as  lon^  as  they  can 
do  us  the  injustice  to  withhold  territory  from  us, 
we  can  have  little  reason  to  expect  th^ir  aid  or 
friendship  in  bringing  about  a  peace  which  is  so 
desirable.  He  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  day  that 
America  will  be  able  to  show  herself  superior  to 
her  enemies,  and  chastise  them:  at  present,  it 
would  be  improper  to  engage  in  any  war,  if  it 
could  be  avoided. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  reasons  offered  by 
Mr.  P.  for  being  opposed  to  a  war  establishment, 
he  also  remark^,  that  it  was  from  a  desire  to  see 
the  public  debt  redeemed  without  resorting  to 


Y88 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


Y84 


H.  OF  R] 


Military  Establishment. 


[Januabt,  1793. 


new  taxes;  for  if  they  once  should  get  fixed  therey 
(pointing  up  to  the  Senate  Chftmber,)  we  should 
never  be  able  to  withdraw  them,  whether  they 
were  necessary  or  not  He  concluded  by  a  hearty 
wish  that  the  motion  made  by  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina  might  succeed. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  was  against  the  motion,  as  he 
thought  any  immediate  alteration  of  the  present 
system  would  be  attended  with  dangerous  conse- 
quences, under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
United  States.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be  justi- 
fiable to  alter  it  It  would  show  an  instability  in 
our  public  measures,  especially  at  this  moment, 
when  we  have  done  everything  to  bring  about  a 

J>eace  with  the  hostile  fndians:  and,  when  it  is 
ust  advancing  to  the  season  for  effecting  it — when 
it  is  at  the  eve  of  completion — shall  we  rashly 
counteract  the  whole?  and  after  having  brought 
the  enemy,  who  were  so  much  elated  on  account 
of  their  recent  success,  to  a  proper  sense  of  our 
power  and  force  to  impose  an  honorable  peace, 
would  it  not  be  extremely  imprudent  to  lessen 
bur  own  consequence  before  we  have  accom- 
plished the  object?  The  Indians  would,  in  this 
case,  most  indubitably  raise  their  demands  in  pro- 
portion to  what  they  supposed  to  be  our  weak- 
ness.    Mr.  B.  added  several  other  observations. 

Mr.  Willis  had  always  been  strongly  impressed 
with  a  dislike  for  standing  armies;  out  when  he 
considered  the  situation  of  the  fi^ntiers,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  State  of  Georgia,  he  must  give 
his  vote  against  the  motion.  Neither  did  he  think 
two  regiments  by  any  means  a  sufBcient  force, 
eVen  to  garrison  the  posts. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  list  of  the 
several  persons  employed  in  his  office,  with  the 
salary  allowed  to  each,  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  thirty-first  ultimo;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  compensa- 
tion to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons 
who  were  killed  by  Indians,  pndcr  the  sanction  of 
flags  of  truce ;  ana,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


Thuiwdat,  January  8. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  regulate  the  claims  to 
Invalid  Pensions;  which  was  received,  and  read 
twice  and  committed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  make  compensation 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who 
were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of  flags 
of  truce ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  again 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 


from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  list  of  the 
persons  employed  in  the  several  offices  of  his  De- 
partment, with  the  salary  allowed  to  each,  porsu- 
ant  to  the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  Uie  31st 
ultimo;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the  Hooae 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Whitb 
in  the  Chair,)  on  Mr.  Stekle*8  motion  for  redndng 
part  of  the  present  military  establishment  of  the 
United  States. 

In  reply  to  the  speech  made  yesterday  bj  Mr. 
Wapbwortb,  and  which  had  been  expressed  in 
such  strong  language,  Mr.  Steele  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  few  observations,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary, before  the  House  went  ftirther  into  die 
debate. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  bad  disputed 
the  <ialculations  which  he,  Mr.  S.,  bad  produced. 
Perhaps  the  gentleman's  calculations  mar  be  right, 
and  perhaps  both  of  our  statements  may  be  so ;  bat 
with  respect  to  those  which  I  produced,  if  the  acts 
of  Congress  are  false,  if  the  reports  and  estimates 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  on  your  table^  Mr. 
Speaker,  are  false,  then  my  statements  are  wrong, 
or  ** untrue**  as  the  gentleman  expressed  it,  &nd  ibr 
which,  I  hope,  on  more  cool  reflection,  he  wiQ  not 
adhere  to.  Mr.  S.  then  read  the  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  aoth  of  September,  1789,  26th  of  Mar^ 
1790,  and  12th  of  August,  same  year;  the  lltfa  of 
February,  1791,  and  28d  December,  1792,  &c.,  from 
which  he  clearly  proved  that  every  item  of  his  cal- 
culations was  exactly  quoted.  He  knew  of  no  sur- 
plussage  unexpended  at  the  War  Departnient,  bat 
$140,000,  as  reported  by  the  Secretaiyof  tbe  Trea- 
sury ;  if  any  gentleman  in  the  House  knew  of  any 
other,  he  hoped  they  would  mention  them.  For 
his  part,  he  thought  the  estimate  for  1798  showed 
very  litde  savings  any  where  from  tiie  grants  of 
the  preceding  year,  but  it  contained  demands  ibr 
new  grants  much  hirger  than  for  any  fonner  year. 
This,  however,  was  a  subject  he  did  not  at  present 
mean  to  say  much  on,  until  he  should  hear  the 
sentiments  of  other  members.  He  therelbre  sat 
down  with  a  reservation,  that  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  replying  to  such  arguments  as  might  be 
adduced  agamst  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  disavowed  any  intention  of 
being  indelicate  in  his  expressions  yesterday,  to- 
ward the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina ;  and  if 
he  had,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  said  anytiiing  to 
which  that  gentleman  could  take  offence^  it  was 
not  meant  so,  and  he  was  ready  to  retract  it  He 
could  not,  however,  avoid  takin?  notice,  that  the 
gentleman's  arguments  appeared  to  him  to  convey 
a  strong  censure  on  the  Executive,  and  to  spread 
abroad  improper  impressions.  The  principal  error 
which  he  dwelt  on,  was  that  of  quoting  the  difler- 
ence  between  the  appropriations  of  1789  and  1790, 
to  be  so  great  as  appeared  from  that  gentleman's 
statement  But  the  fiict  is,  that  the  gentleman 
had  overlooked  the  laws,  and  instead  ^  quoting 
the  amount  of  the  two  appropriations  made  in  1789, 
he  had  only  mentioned  the  amount  of  oim^  ooose- 
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juentiy  thid  was  ^ving  an  improper  impression  of 
he  real  comparatire  appropnations  of  those  two 
'ears ;  for,  when  they  are  taken  in  the  whole,  the 
lifference  ts  not  so  great,  nor  the  increase  so  much 
£  Mr.  Steklk  exhibited  it,  by  $27,060.  In  like 
nanner,  the  comparatiTe  increases  of  the  other 
ears,  1791,  1792,  and  1798,  have  been  misstated, 
;Dd  (he  truth  is,  that  the  total  increases  are  not 
ess,  but  moTB  than  the  gentleman  represented 
hem  by  the  sum  of  $507,580  72. 

Mr.  Clark  hoped  the  gentleman  last  up  did  not 
uppose  that  the  House  was  going  to  war  with  the 
Secretary  of  War.  He  sincerely  wished  that  some 
deans  should  be  adopted  of  conveying  the  sense 
f  the  House  to  the  Prssidknt,  who  would  there- 
by be  considerably  relieved  from  the  delicate  situ- 
ition  in  which  he  now  stands  with  regard  to  the 
liscretionary  powers  vested  in  him.  Before  Mr. 
I  sat  down,  he  suggested  the  idea  of  filling  up 
he  blank  in  Mr.  Steklb's  motion,  with  the  word 
hree,  so  as  to  limit  the  military  to  three  regi- 
nente. 

Mr.  MiLLsiMne  liked  the  spirit  of  the  motion,  in 
«gard  to  the  preventk)n  of  standing  armies ;  but 
)e  was  i^inst  its  being  put  in  practice  at  the 
)reflent  time.  He  difibred  from  the  genUeman 
rom  New  Jersey,  and  as  his  motion  bad  not  a 
lecond  he  would  proceed.  He  wished  the  ques- 
ion  under  consideration  to  go  to  a  Committee 
)f  the  Whole,  that  a  fair  and  open  discussion 
\t  every  point  of  the  important  subject  might 
)e  brought  into  view.  The  situation  of  the 
)ttte  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  had  been 
nentioned  in  the  course  ef  delmte ;  he  therefore 
elt  himself  called  on  to  deliver  his  sentiments; 
hat  he  was  persuaded  there  was  not  a  member  in 
he  House  who  more  ardently  wished  for  peace 
ban  himself,  or  who  would  go  farther  to  promote 
10  desirable  an  object,  as  putting  an  end  to  a  sa- 
iige  war,  and  an  enormous  public  expense;  but 
le  was  of  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  the  mili- 
ary establishment  would  not  answer  either  of 
hose  purposes;  that  it  well  became  members  to 
ake  into  consideration  such  parts  of  the  Union  as 
fty  exposed,  and  then  judge  the  propriety  of  the 
ntended  measure;  that  it  was  well  known  that 
leorgia  was  a  frontier  State,  bordering  on  one 
ide  by  a  nation  with  whom  a  just  understanding 
ind  intercourse  still  remains  to  oe  settled  b^  treaty, 
nd  on  the  other  by  a  warlike  tribe  of  Indians,  the 
Dost  numerous  of  any  on  the  Continent,  ten  thou- 
and  warriors^  besides  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
hree  thousand  and  five  hundred.  A  State  in 
proportion  to  its  wealth,  and  in  proportion  to  what 
t  contributes  to  the  €heneral  Cfovemment^  of  the 
ewest  inhabitants,  an  extent  of  frontier  fW)m  the 
iver  St  Mary  to  the  northernmost  line,  fiill  three 
lundred  miles — a  country  hardly  at  any  period 
enjoying  perfect  safety,  since  the  commencement  of 
he  Revolution.  ,  My  constituents,  said  he,  adopted 
he  Federal  system,  from  a  hope  that  we  should 
)e  protected :  some  of  them,  at  this  moment,  have 
lever  been  able  to  return  to  their  habitations, 
rhich  they  left  at  the  commencement  of  the  war ; 
tnd  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  a  part  of  my 
»nfitituents  are  now  throughout  the  State  under 


arms.  Let  members  for  a  moment  plaee  their 
constituents  in  the  situation  of  mine,  and  let  me 
ask  them  if  they  would  not  demand  the  protecting 
arm  of  Government  t  As  yet  we  have  experienced 
little  more  than  the  enforcing  a  treaty,  that  has 
not  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  British, 
which  has  reduced  some  of  our  first  citizens  to  a 
state  of  dependence  on  those  who  not  long  ago 
were  their  avowed  and  open  enemie8,'and  a  de* 
privation  of  our  territorial  right,  for  the  yielding 
of  which  a  permanent  peace  and  permanent  line 
were  to  be  established.  Of  the  peace  we  have 
experienced  no  great  share,  and  as  for  the  per- 
manent line,  it  still  remains  to  be  run,  and,  from 
well  grounded  information,  the  half-way  conduct  of 
the  Creeks  the  other  day  with  Mr.  Seagrove,  gives 
very  little  reason  to  expect  it  Such  was  the  situ* 
ation  of  his  State.  But  to  the  point,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  we  set  out  wrong  in  warring  with 
the  Indians  at  any  rate.  Unfortunately  for  us, 
the  event  has  not  answered  the  design,  and  we  are 
now  reduced  to  that  state  that  hardly  any  change 
can  mend.  The  unacoountable  success  of  the  In** 
dians  has  so  elated  them  with  their  prowess,  and 
which  likewise  has  presented  views  to  the  Eng« 
lish  and  Spanish  they  never  dreamed  of,  and  the 
federated  situation  of  the- different  tribes  occasioned 
him  not  to  hesitate  in  pronouncing  that  the  seve* 
rml  frontier  States  would  be  more  or  less  exposed 
to  the  cruel  ravages  of  a  savage  warfiire.  If  the 
customs  of  savage  tribes  did  not  direct  them  to- 
wards us,  they  were  incessantly  excited  by  the 
British  and  Spaniards  to  amuse  us  with  fklse  pre- 
tences of  peace,  while  they  were  engrossing  the 
advantages  of  their  trade.  The  aged  Indians  kept 
to  their  hunting,  and  the  young  men  were  gratified 
in  the  military  exploits  with  th6  blood  of  our  feU 
low-cftizena  In  this  situation  the  fh>ntier  of  the 
United  States,  a  distance  of  not  less  than  fifteen 
hundred  miles,  must  be  garrisoned.  He  left  it  to 
gentlemen  to  calculate  what  force  would  be  re* 
quh^  for  that  purpose,  if  troops  should  be  em'> 
ployed  in  no  other  way.  Militia,  he  said,  were 
for  sudden  invasion;  they  were  scattei^  when 
they  returned,  and  must  be  protected  while  at 
home.  The  jealousy  of  the  English,  and  their 
augmenting  their  foreci  sdrely  ought  not  to  occa- 
sion the  reduction  of  any  part  of  ours ;  if  anything, 
it  ought  to  have  a  contrary  effect  He  likewise  said 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  view  the  early  history 
of  our  country,  and  find  what  had  been  the  conduct 
of  Spaniards  and  Indians  about  the  commencement 
of  the  present  century.  The  Spaniards,  at  the 
same  spot  where  they  now  are,  by  their  treach- 
ery, when  they  were  at  peace  with  the  English, 
at  a  time  when  the  Carolinians  little  suspected, 
when  they  imagined  they  were  in  perfbct  alli- 
ance with  the  Indians,  the  Yamasses,  Creeks,  and 
Cherokees,  those  Indians,  by  their  instigation, 
massacred  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  their  inhabit- 
ants, and  drove  the  rest  into  Charleston.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  capital  of  Georgia  are  as  much 
exposed  as  the  Carolinians  then  were ;  a  distance 
of  twenty  miles  from  Savannah,  places  them  in^  an 
open,  uninhabited  country,  to  we  Creek  nation, 
and  within  that  twenty  miles,  thinly  inhabited  on 
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iccount  of  the  nature  of  their  cultivation.  What 
had  happened,  he  said,  might  happen  again :  the 
Spaniards  had  not  chaoffed  their  policy.  If^  there- 
fore, we  are  forewamea,  ought  we  not  to  be  fore- 
armed ?  That,  from  their  dangerous  situation^ 
even  on  a  peace  establishment,  there  ought  to  be  at 
least  fire  hundred  troops  on  that  frontier. 

If  public  officers  have  misapplied  the  public  mo- 
ney, the  Constitution  pointed  out  a  mode  to  punish 
them.  The  Gbyemment  belongs  to  the  people, 
the  officers  are  their  servants,  We  are  their  Kepre- 
sentatives,  and  we  ought  to  do  them  justice.  He 
conceived  it  was  praiseworthy  in  anj  member  to 
afford  any  aid  or  information  in  his  power  to  bring 
these  things  to  light ;  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
make  strict  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  public 
money;  that  he  was  sent  by  his  constituents  to 
protect  their  property,  and  m  doing  that  should 
vote  against  the  present  proposition. 

Ifr.  FiNDLKT  observed  that  a  difference  of 
opinion  existed  in  respect  to  the  motion  for  reduc- 
ing the  Army.  The  mover  was  for  filling  up  the 
blank  with  tteo  regiments ;  but  Mr.  Clark  had 
proposed  thre^  and  was  against  discharging  any 
of  those  already  enlisted.  The  principle  of  the 
motion  was  what  he  ¥Fished  to  speak  to.  Passing 
by  the  comparative  view,  so  much  alluded  to  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  of  militia  and  regulars, 
he  struck  at  once  into  the  heart  of  the  question. 
The  redemption  of  the  public  debt  from  the 
savings  to  be  made  by  the  reduction  of  the  Army, 
seemed  to  be  a  principal  object  with  some  mem- 
bers, but  in  his  opinion  it  was  no  more  than  a 
secondary  one:  the  defence  of  the  frontier  is  of 
superior  concern. 

The  origin  of  the  war  goes  much  farther  back 
than  that  of  the  present  Qovemment ;  it  arose  out 
of  the  war  with  Britain;  and  it  has  beeu  ever 
since  changing  for  the  worse,  until  it  has  at  length 
assumed  a  very  alarming  complexion;  for  it  has 
united  a  greater  number  of  tribes  than  has  ever 
been  known,  and  it  has  exposed  a  much  greater 
extent  of  our  frontier.  With  regard  to  the  mis- 
management or  abuses,  if  any  tiiere  were,  it  was 
no  place  to  discuss  such  subjects  by  desultory  de- 
bating in  this  House,  whilst  there  were  other 
modes  open.  He  did  not  however,  believe  that 
any  material  abuses  haa  taken  plaeo  indeed. 
This  war  is  not  one  of  the  faults  chai^eable  to 
the  Executive,  for  it  might  with  more  justice, 
perhaps,  be  said  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  in- 
effectual measures  of  the  LegisUture.  The  first 
Congress  assembled  under  the  present  Gk>vem- 
ment  found  the  Union  in  a  state  of  war,  and  al- 
though one  regiment  was  stationed  at  Pittsburg, 
yet  the  militia  were  not  relieved  from  actual  ser- 
vice. But  the  lately  raised  troops  may  perhaps  be 
found  more  effectual,  as  it  is  said  there  is  an  ex- 
cellent system  of  discipline  established  amongst 
them. 

With  regard  to  the  argument  that  the  Union 
cannot  support  so  heavy  an  expense  by  now  taxes, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  every  consideration  ought 
to  give  way  to  the  safety  and  protection  of  the 
country. 

A  particular  plan  is  set  into  operation  for  ac- 


complishing a  peace,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  tr> 
rested  without  a  trial  being  made.  The  ill-d^ned 
law  authorizing  the  Prrsiobnt  to  call  out  tht 
militia,  and  the  levies  under  Genersl  Harmar,  did 
not  answer  the  end  intended,  for  the  time  of  thar 
enlistment  had  nearly  expired  ere  they  had  reached 
their  destination ;  but  if  General  Harmar  had  cv- 
ried  out  two  regiments  of  permanent  troops,  h« 
could,  without  the  assistance  of  the  militia,  hsre 
destroyed  all  the  Indian  towns  and  riUagcs  thit 
stood  in  his  way,  and  he  would  have  completed 
the  object  of  erecting  a  line  of  posts  whidi 
would  secure  a  lasting  peace ;  but  from  the  weak- 
ness of  the  force  and  the  inefflcacy  of  the  law,  the 
purpose  was  arrested  at  a  critical  moment,  lod 
the  vengeance  of  the  Indians  roused  to  the  utmoik 
pitch ;  instead  of  their  fears  being  alarmed,  tbe 
next  step  of  raising  another  regiment  was  of  a 
piece  with  the  former  weak  policy,  for  tbe  es- 
couragement  was  insufficient,  and  the  mismbk 
two-dollar  men  who  were  raised  for  a  six  mootU 
serrice — their  fate  is  too  well  known,  and  wiO 
be  long  remembered.  They  arrived  at  the  wil- 
demess  with  clothing  that  lasted  only  to  the  time 
they  reached  the  scene  of  action,  and  those  whe 
were  not  cut  off  by  the  enemy  were  left  to  starre 
with  cold  in  the  most  inclement  season. 

The  fatal  catastrophe  of  this  campaign  has  oolj 
served  to  elate  the  Indians,  and  render  them  inso- 
lent, as  appears  from  their  treatment  of  our  mes- 
sengers under  flags  of  truce.  The  parsimonj  oa 
those  occasions  has  been  the  cause  of  a  doable 
expense. 

In  opposition  to  this,  it  may  be  said  that  those 
parsimonious  plans  were  recommended  by  the 
Executive,  and  only  enacted  into  laws  by  the  Le- 
giskture.  This,  however,  if  it  were  the  &ct,  is 
no  apology  for  the  Legislature,  for  they  have  no 
right  to  cast  their  L^islative  responsibility  apoo 
the  Executive  Department ;  nor  can  they  do  it 
without  a  breach  of  trust  towards  their  constitih 
ents.  The  members  knew  that  the  encourage- 
ment of  pay  and  time  of  enlistments  would  never 
answer  any  good  purpose;  the  want  of  resources 
could  have  been  no  reason  for  that  parsimony  to- 
ward the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  because  it  is 
known  that  we  found  revenue  enough  not  only  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  to  support 
the  Government,  but  even  to  pay  the  debts  of  Uw 
individual  States.  The  conviction  of  these  raisp 
takes  induced  Congress^  at  last,  to  make  adequate 

Srovision,  and  now  an  attempt  is  made  to  with- 
raw  the  means  before  the  end  is  accomplished. 
The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  prevented 
us  from  giving  higher  wages  to  encourage  the  re> 
cruiting  service ;  but  notwithstanding  2l  this,  it 
appears  to  go  on  with  considerable  success. 

Here  he  mentioned  something  of  the  confiden* 
tial  communications  which  he  was  not  now  at 
liberty  to  explain.  The  gentieman  who  says  that 
two  regiments  are  sufficient  to  gitrrison  the  ibrts, 
ought  to  consider  that  garrisoning  those,  is  not  tbe 
on^  object  in  contemplation.  If  we  expect  to 
exist  as  a  nation  we  must  protect  the  whole  fron- 
tier, and  make  it  the  interest  of  the  Indians  to  he 
at  peace  with  us. 
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Bat  do  gentlemen  eonsider  the  consequences  of 
hrowing  all  internal  defence  and  distant  «zpedi- 
ions  opon  the  militia  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that  they 
Jready  stand  as  a  piquet  guard  to  their  brethren 
rho  live  at  ease ;  that  they  eat  their  bread  in  the 
ear  of  their  lives,  and  are  frequently  embittered 
rilh  the  view  of  mournful  incidents;  but  that 
re  most  lay  a  deliberate  plan  for  Increasing  the 
mmber  of  their  fiitherless  children  and  childless 
Mrents! 

To  say  that  those  States  who  have  frontiers, 
»aght  to  be  left  to  protect  themselves,  is  a  very 
Jiti-Fedend  sentiment,  which  he  was  sorry  to 
lear  advanced  in  that  House.  Neither  is  it  gene- 
ons  to  say  we  will  pay  the  expense,  and  let  them 
ight  for  us.  Do  gentlemen  contemplate  to  what 
wue  these  principles  would  lead?  Do  thev  not 
observe  that  the  fate  of  the  Government  is  deeply 
nvolved  in  the  decision  ?  Perhaps  I  may  be  ask- 
»l,Did  not  the  States  depend  chiefly  upon  their 
)wn  exertion  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  nn- 
ter  the  old  Congress  ?  Yes,  they  did,  and  were 
letter  protected  than  since  that  period.  But  let 
t  be  recollected  that  at  the  time  the  States  had 
he  command  of  their  own  resources,  and  the  lay- 
Dg  and  executing  their  own  plans,  that  the  In- 
liaos  were  not  so  formidably  combined.  But  that 
inee  the  Statee  had  not  the  power  of  retaliating, 
lor  the  means  of  gratifying  with  presents;  since 
be  lodians  iiave  been  solemnly  tola  to  look  away 
rom  the  little  fires  of  the  States,  to  the  great  fire 
if  the  Union,  they  have  looked  upon  ns  as  a  more 
bnnidable  aad  dangerous  foe,  and  made  their  ar- 
angements  accordingly,  and  European  nations, 
nd  emissaries  among  them,  have  improved  upon 
he  circumstance,  and  excited  and  aided  them  in 
heir  union  and  exertions. 

He  made  some  further  remark  on  the  impolicy 
»f  oppressing  the  militia  at  Marietta,  dtc,  and 
iskea  if  it  were  possible  that  those  unfortunate 
ew  could  be  able  to  protect  the  whole  frontier 
igaiast  the  united  force  of  the  Indians? 

He  agreed  with  those  who  said  that  the  sense  of 
he  people  of  America  was  in  favor  of  peace ;  but 
he  question  is  come  to  this.  It  is  not  to  begin  a 
far  that  we  have  raised  this  arm?,  but  to  procure 
^  peace,  and  so  soon  as  this  end  is  attained,  the 
^y  will  be  discharged.  It  is  raised  to  protect, 
lot  to  oppress*  or  to  aid  in  governing  our  citizens, 
know,  said  he,  that  standing  armies  have  always 
wen  sources  of  oppression  and  aids  of  tyranny. 
)ttr  people  may  long  be  governed  without  such 
lids;  their  situation  will  not  admit  of  abuses  from 
itaodmg  armies,  nor  would  the  citizens  submit  to 
hem.  ^ 

He  was  confident  that  the  Army  would  be  dis- 
harged  by  the  next  Legislature,  as  soon  as  a  pros- 
pect of  our  afiairs  will  iSmit  it  The  present  pros- 
pects were  not  of  a  verv  flattering  nature,  and 
hercfore  it  was  good  policy  to  keep  up  the  force 
It  the  present  crisis ;  and  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
«peal  the  law  under  the  circumstances. 

The  present  Indian  war  is  essentially  different 
rom  anv  former  one.  When  Britain  and  France 
livided  North  America  betwixt  them,  if  the  emis- 
aries  of  both  excited  the  Indians  to  war,  the 


power  of  both  afforded  protection.^  When  Britain 
became  possessed  of  the  Western  posts,  and  manv 
tribes  of  Indians  commenced  a  war,  the  Britisn 
Grovemment  conducted  the  war,  carried  it  into  the 
Indian  country,  and  by  the  dread  of  their  arms 
procured  peace;  but  the  Indians  were  not  then 
supported  by  oiher  Powers.  In  the  present  war, 
the  Indians  who  at  that  time  knew  nothing  of  us, 
have  combined  to  make  it  a  common  cause;  and 
no  superior  Powers  interest  themselves  in  our  fa- 
vor. No :  they  conceive  our  interest  to  be  inimi- 
cal to  theirs.  But  if  they  did  not  receive  encour- 
aj|;ement,  protection,  and  supplies  from  our  supe- 
rior neighbors,  a  peace  would  soon  be  procured. 
The  ffentlemen  who  support  this  resolution  know 
well  how  that  matter  stands,  and  thev  know  ex- 
planations here  are  not  convenient.  He  conclud- 
ed by  declaring  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
motion. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Fridat,  January  4. 

Samuel  Stbrrstt,  from  Biaryland,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  the  vridows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons 
who  were  killed  by  Indians  under  the  sanction  of 
flags  of  truce;  and  the  same  being  read,  some  were 
agreed  to  and  others  disagreed  to.  And  then  the 
said  bill,  being  farther  amended  at  the  Clerk's  ta- 
ble, was,  together  with  the  amendments,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Sfbakxr  laid  l>efbre  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  lists 
of  the  persons  employed  in  the  several  offices  of  hia 
Department,  with  the  salary  allowed  to  each ;  also, 
a  Iietter  accompanying  certain  statements  relative 
to  foreign  loans,  whwh  have  been  made  by-  the 
United  States,  under  the  authority  of  the  Prxsi- 
DBHT,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  this  House  of 
the  34th  and  37th  ultimo ;  whkh  were  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  claims 
to  Invalid  Pensions;  and,  after  aome  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 


Saturday,  January  5. 

A  petition  of  Uie  inhabitanto  of  the  city  of  Hud- 
son, in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  stating  the  inconveniences 
under  which  they  labor,  from  being  obliged  to  re- 

S'ster,  enter,  and  clear  their  vessels  at  the  port  of 
ew  York,  and  praying  that  the  said  city  of  Hud- 
son may  be  made  a  port  of  entry.  Refbrred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  make  compensation  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  certain  persons  who  were 


791 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


M! 


H.OFR.] 


Mitiiary 


[jAinjiBT,  17SS. 


killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of  flags  of 
trace,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  hefon  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the 
copy  of  a  message  of  Complanter  and  New  Ar- 
row to  Major  General  Wayne,  dated  the  8th  of 
December  last,  relative  to  the  measures  which 
they  have  taken  to  conclude  a  Peace,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  with  certain  tribes  of  hostile 
Indians ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

HILITABY  ESTABLISHMEirr. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  for  reducing  the  military  establishment  of 
the  United  States : 

Mr.  Moors  said,  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
information  before  the  House  respecting  the  pros- 
pect of  a  peace,  to  warrant  a  sudden  redaction  of 
the  Army.  He  referred  to  the  abuses  which  had 
been  hinted  at  in  some  of  the  branches  dependent 
on  the  War  Establishment,  but  he  did  not  believe 
there  had  been  any  worth  much  notice.  He  also 
mentioned  the  abstruseness  of  attempting  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  origin  of  the  war — whether 
the  frontier  settlers,  or  the  Indians,  were  in  fault, 
WAft  a  difficult  thing  to  determine ;  but  from  many 
dreumstances,  it  appeared  to  him,  the  white  peo- 

51e  were  often  gailtnr  of  committing  depredations. 
!*hu  waa,  in  his  opinion,  a  good  reason  why  the 
protection  of  those  frontiers  should  not  be  in- 
trusted to  the  militia  that  would  be  raised  there. 
Shall  we  intrust  the  conduct  of  that  matter  to 
the  very  persons  whom  it  has  been  alleged  are 
often  the  aggressors  t  Can  the  Presideict,  at  the 
distance  he  is  situated  from  the  Western  Terri- 
tory, check  all  the  irregular  proceedings  that  might 
happen  amongst  such  a  militia  1  There  were  two 
obvious  reasons  for  passing  the  law  of  the  6th  of 
March,  1793,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  by 
regular  forcea.  First,  it  could  not  be  expected 
tiutt  militia  would  alwavs  prove  successful  a^nst 
the  Indians,  because  the  tatter  are  gaining  more 
experience  every  day  in  the  mode  of  warfare,  and 
there  can  be  no  dependence  on  a  treaty  between 
those  militia  and  the  Indians.  The  second  reason 
was,  that  the  Prbsideiit  was  strongly  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  establishing  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  harmony  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Indians,  bv  encouraging  and  protecting  a.  trade 
with  them,  and  that  this  could  be  easiest  and  best 
effected  by  establishing  a  line  of  forts  along  the 
frontiers,  to  be  garrisoned  by  regular  troops.  Mr. 
11.  next  mentioned  something  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  Indians,  whose  practice  it  is  to 
spend  most  of  their  time  on  their  hunting  grounds, 
leaving  their  old  men,  women,  and  children,  ui 
their  towns.  They  hikve  no  regular  plan  of  Go- 
vernment, and  can  only  be  attached  by  influencing 
some  of  their  chiefs.  The  system  of  harassing 
them  by  burning  and  destroying  their  towns  at 
the  time  thev  are  employed  in  hunting,  has  come 
recommended  to  us  by  experience,  and  regular 
troops  are  the  best  to  be  employed  in  this  service. 
Their  present  inexperience  wMl  soon  be  done  away 


by  a  proper  mode  of  discipline,  and  whv  may  wl 
these  troops  be  soon  instructed  t  Are  they  not  ti 
capable  of  receiving  inatmetions  as  militia,  ui 
may  we  not  expect  more  subordination  amongst 
them,  than  could  possibly  be  established  over  ni- 
litia  ?  He  concluded  by  declaring  Mmself  agnal 
the  motion. 

[Here  the  Sfbakbr  informed  the  Chair  that  fai 
had  received  a  confidential  Message  from  the  Pit 
BiDEirT.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  gil* 
leries  were  closed  for  some  time.] 

The  House  having  gone  into  Committee,  the  d«> 
bate  was  renewed,  by  Mr.  Wiluahsok,  Mr.  Mm* 
SON,  and  Mr.  Steele. 

Mr.  Steele  rose  after  Mr.  Madooh,  and  nid 
he  waa  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  tfaot  gefltk> 
man,  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  inserting  id 
amendment  to  the  motion,  which  might  eeeiire  i 
sufficient  appropriation'to  carry  on  offeniiTe  open- 
tions  against  the  hostile  Indians,  by  the  miKtia  ef 
the  frontiers;  and  if  an  alteration  was  proposed  to 
that  effect,  he  would  second  it  The  attention  tf 
the  House  to  this  question  speaks  itsimportiiiee; 
it  is  probable  one  more  important  will  not  oeeor 
during  the  present  session.  On  its  deeiaioii  ue 
suspended  tbe  hopes  and  f^rs  of  the  people  of  tliis 
country,  their  hopea  of  a  speedy  and  honorable 
peace,  and  their  fears  of  a  standing  army,  with  te 
usual  retinue  of  politieal  evils. 

The  present  is  regarded  as  an  interesting  epock 
in  the  affaire  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  has  beea 
perceived,  with  serious  regret,  that  while  our  m* 
tional  character  is  forming,  (he  hoped  it  was  oet 
yet  formed,)  it  seems  to  partake,  in  some  respects 
more  of  the  unnatural  spirit  of  Monarehv>  tbao  of 
the  mild  and  conciliatoiy  temper  of  a  RepaUic 
The  principle  of  keeping  up  standing  armies,  tboogfc 
highly  obnoxious  to  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
has  not  been  equally  so  to  the  Government ;  tli«r 
have  been  maintained  and  increased  without  affoH- 
ing  protection,  or  even  defence  to  the  frontioa 
The  supplies  necessary  to  sum>ort  the  estabfi^ 
ment  beffin  to  discover  an  alarming  derangement  of 
the  public  finances,  and  it  is  now  incumbent  on  |ke 
House  of  Representatives  to  check  this  grovio? 
mischief. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  effects  of  etandiDf 
armies  on  the  morals  and  political  sentiments « 
the  people,  wherever  they  had  been  employed ;  « 
the  expensiveness  of  all  such  establishments,  aw 
of  the  wicked  purposes  to  which  thev  had  been, 
and  mi^ht  be,  subservient  He  said  he  bad  pR- 
pared  himself  to  have  spoken  largely  to  th»  pM 
and  to  have  quoted  the  pemieiona  effisets  of  soeo 
a  policy  in  other  nations ;  but  the  debate  baneg 
been  already  lengthy,  and  the  Committee  proba- 
bly fatigued,  it  would  be  sufficient  for  bis  preteot 
purpose,  for  the  members  to  make  their  own  k* 
flections,  and  to  mark  the  rapid  progression  of  tfa« 
Army  from  1789  to  1793,  both  in  numbers  and  ex- 
penses. Instances  from  foreign  history  are  snper- 
fiuous,  when  our  own  affords  such  ample  testi- 
mony. The  establishment  beghn  with  one  regi- 
ment :  it  is  now  five.  The  House  waa  eali«d  on 
1789  to  appropriate  a  little  more  than  9100,000  w 
that   Department;    in    the    present   year,  tbove 
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ll.OOOfOOO  is  demanded.  The  reason  of  this  ex- 
nordinary  additional  expenditare,  this  unexpected 
Dcrease  of  the  Army,  if  not  enveloped  in  daricness, 
OS  been  foonded  on  policy  hitherto  not  sattsiac- 
orilj  explained.  He  said,  however  lightly  he  was 
iisposed  to  touch  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  could 
lot  avoid  reminding  the  Committee  of  the  memor- 
ble  sentiments  of  1776,  in  regard  to  standing 
imies ;  of  the  universal  abhorrence  of  the  Amer^ 
cans  to  them  at  that  time;  and,  to  ilhistrate  it 
acre  clearly,  he  read  the  expressions  of  some  of 
be  States  in  their  Bills  of  Right  These  were  the 
entiments  of  the  Whigs  of  1770,  and  to  such 
V^higs  he  wished  to  appeal  on  this  occasion.  He 
ho  reminded  the  Committee  of  the  recent  debates 
)f  1788,  of  the  amendments  proposed  in  several 
if  the  State  Conventions,  of  the  unanimity  which 
irerailed  among  all  ranks  of  people  on  this  partic- 
liar  point;  and  it  is  now  to  be  lamented,  said  he, 
bat  while  the  ink^hich  recorded  these  objections 
0  the  Constitution  is  yet  drying,  the  evil  then  pre* 
licted  has  taken  place. 

If  there  is  a  subject  on  which  much  deliberation 
B  unnecessary,  in  order  to  form  a  right  opinion,  it 
rould  be  in  regard  to  military  establishments. 
Fhe  feelings  of  a  free  people  revolt  at  their  conti- 
loance,  and  every  man  who  reads  or  thinks,  can 
)oint  out  their  dangers.  He  said  he  felt  more  anx- 
etj  for  the  fate  of  this  motion,  than  commonly 
narks  his  conduct,  because  this  is  the  last  session 
hat  will  ever  afiford  him  an  opportunity  to  trouble 
be  House  with  his  sentiments  on  this  or  any  other 
subject  The  motion  was  brought  forward  to  dis- 
ibargea  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  constituents,  to 
latisfy  bis  own.  conscience,  and  to  afford  that  pro- 
action  to  the  frontiers  which  they  deserved,  and  to 
ave  the  public  money.  If  an  uncommon  degree  of 
seal  was  discovered  in  supporting  the  motion,  it 
mgbt  to  be  attributed  to  these  and  no  other  mo- 
ives. 

The  question  will  now  soon  be  taken ;  if  adopted, 
[  shall  be  among  those  who  rejoice ;  if  rejected, 
unong  those  who  have  always  submitted  with  a 
>n)per  degree  of  decency  to  the  decision  of  the  ma- 
ority.  But  in  any  event,  the  public  will  know  that 
re  have  asserted  the  sense  of  the  people  against 
itanding  armies,  that  we  are  anxious  to  defend  the 
rontiers  against  their  enemies ;  that  vre  have  re- 
»mmended  a  system  of  economy  and  efBciency, 
nstead  of  profusion  and  delay ;  that  we  have  re- 
K>inmended  a  system  calculated  to  produce  victory 
ind  peace,  instead  of  disgrace  and  war,  and  that  we 
vish  to  rescue  the  Government  from  the  intoxica- 
ion  of  the  times,  and  all  the  apery  of  military  estab- 
ishments. 

Ue  said  he  had  been  attentive  to  the  arguments 
>f  the  opposition,  and  they  led  principally  to  four 
points.  If  neither  of  these  positions  be  found  tena- 
t>le,  the  motion  will  certainly  succeed;  and  that 
they  are  not  tenable,  is  believed  and  will  be  shown. 

1st  It  has  been  boldly  asserted  that  the  Prbsi- 
OENT  is  the  author  of  the  existing  system. 

2dly.  They  call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  our 
declarations  in  wishing  to  afford  effectual  protection 
U)  the  frontiers. 

3dly.  They  deny  the  competetkcy  of  the  militia. 


4thly.  The  impolicy  of  reducing  the  establish- 
ment, when  a  treaty  is  expected. 

In  regard  to  the  first,  we  deny  that  the  Pbbsi- 
DiNT  is  the  author  of  this  plan  of  prosecuting  the 
war,  not  having  avowed  explicitly  himself  that  he 
is  so,  no  document  appearing  to  confirm  that  opin- 
ion, we  are  justified  in  attributing  a  system  which 
appears  to  us  ineffectual  to  his  Secretary  and  not  to 
him. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Secretary  is  only  a  finger  of  his 
hand,  and  the  intimate  connexion  which  must  of  ne- 
cessity subsist  between  them,  perhaps  is  the  ground 
upon  which  the  assertion  has  been  made.  The  Se- 
cretaries are  all  equally  near  to  the  ParnDKNT,  and 
if  it  be  admitted  that  he  is  the  author  of  this,  he 
may  with  equal  propriety,  be  said  to  have  been  the 
author  of  every  system  on  general  subjects  which 
either  of  them  have  recommended. 

Was  he  the  author  of  the  report  on  the  fisheries  ? 
Was  he  the  author  of  the  plan  for  establishing  the 
National  Bank  ?  It  is  known  that  he  was  not,  and 
circumstances  might  be  mentioned  (which  are  with- 
held from  delicacy)  to  confirm  this  opinion. 

Was  he  the  author  of  the  Funding  System? 
Some  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  to  this  motion, 
would  not  be  willing  to  give  the  PaBsroKNT  that 
credit  if  he  claimed  it,  and  some  who  support  this 
motion  would  not  only  be  sorry  that  the  Prbsi* 
DINT  had  even  claimed  such  a  credit,  but  believe 
that  it  was  in  no  respect  attributable  to  him.  The 
same  gentleman,  [Mr.  Wadsworth,]  who  first 
asserted  that  the  PaxsiDBirr  was  the  author  of  this 
military  plan,  in  the  same  speech  admitted  it  to 
be  the  War,  as  well  as  the  plan  of  the  House,  and 
then  argued  on  the  necessity  of  stability  in  our 
measures.  It  is  not  very  material  to  the  present 
question  whose  plan  it  is,  being  a  public  measure, 
we  are  justified  in  offering  our  objections  to  it,  and 
this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  heard  it  publicly 
asserted  that  a  Government  should  persevere  in 
an  error,  because  they  had  undertaken  it  If  the 
plan  be  a  good  one,  it  may  be  supported  by  reason ; 
if  a  bad  one,  no  name  ought  to  be  called  in  to  jMrop 
it  up. 

The  ineonsistency  of  that  gentleman's  [Mr.  Wads- 
worth's]  arguments  not  only  supports  the  motion 
before  the  Committee,  but  shows  the  wretched 
shifts  which  have  been  used  to  defeat  it 

It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that 
individual  members,  and  even  this  House,  are  in- 
competent to  decide  upon  the  efBcacv  or  inefiScacT 
of  military  plans.  In  answer  to  this  it  may  be  said, 
that  if  we  are  not  all  Generals,  we  are  all  members, 
and  that  we  have  the  privilege  of  thinking  for  our- 
selves and  for  our  coostituent&  To  admit  this 
doctrine  in  the  latitude  which  has  been  expressed, 
would  be  to  introduce  military  ideas  indeed ;  it 
would  be  to  make  soldiers  of  us,  instead  of  Legis- 
lators :  nay,  worse  than  that,  it  would  be  to  revive 
the  exploded  doctrines  of  passive  obedience,  and 
non-resistance. 

In  regard  to  the  sincerity  of  his  intentions  to 
afford  effectual  protection  to  the  frontiers,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  had  been  suflSciently  explicit,  that  a 
feeling  for  the  sufferers  had  dictated  this  motion ; 
that  he  was  sorry  that  it  had  been  whispered  in 
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the  ears  of  some  of  the  membera  that  it  was  intend- 
ed  to  withhold  the  necessary  appropriations,  and 
diTert  them  ta  other  purposes. 

If  two  regiments  were  insufBcient  to  garrison  all 
the  posts  necessary  for  defence,  he  would  eren, 
under  certain  restrictions,  consent  to  continue  the 
tiiree  sub-legions,  thereby  enabling  the  PaasiDurr 
to  establish  double  the  number  of  posts  now  erect- 
ed if  he  should  deem  it  advisable.  Regular  troops 
being  incapable  of  active  expeditions  against  In- 
dians in  the  wilderness,  his  wish  was  to  abandon 
tiiat  system  and  confine  them  entirely  to  the  garri- 
son. 

The  next  objection  to  the  motion  is  the  incom- 
petency of  the  militia,  and  to  support  this  opinion 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Wads- 
wobtb]  has  made  this  expression,  "  that  as  to  the 
expedition  under  Qeneral  St  Clair,  the  i^ulars 
were  few,  and  not  to  be  named  when  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  militia."  The  truth  is, 
there  was  not  a  man  engaged  that  day  as  a  militia 
man,  except  the  advance  guard  commanded  by 
Colonel  Oldham,  which  consisted  of  about  three 
hundred,  perhaps  a  few  more,  the  field  return  of 
the  day  pneceding  the  action  being  in  the  War 
Office,  this  can  be  ascertained  with  precision.  The 
balance  of  the  army  on  that  unfortunate  day,  had 
been  enlisted  as  regulars,  were  fought  as  regulars, 
even  clothed  as  regulars,  and  poor  fellows,  died 
like  regulars.  They  suffered  the  fate  which  awaits 
every  regular  army  destined  for  similar  expedi- 
tions. Even  the  handfiil  of  militia  employed  that 
day,  did  not  deserve  that  name;  they  were  chiefly 
substitutes  for  draughted  men  from  the  ceded  ter- 
ritory. This  draught  became  unavoidable,  from 
a  misfortune  to  (General  Sevier,  which  Mr.  Stkelb 
related. 

The  attack  on  Major  Adair  has  also  been  men- 
tioned, as  a  proof  of  the  incompetency  of  militia, 
and  Mr.  S.  insisted  that  the  only  inference  which 
could  be  drawn  from  thence  was,  that  one  hun- 
dred militia  were  able  to  repel,  but  not  destroy  near 
two  hundred  Indians.  This  event  he  conceived  was 
in  favor  of  and  not  against  his  motion. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Wadswobth,  in  regard  to  the  war  of  1762 ;  of  the 
establishment  of  posts  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  of  the  success  of  Colonel  Boquet^s  ex- 
pedition. If  two  worn  out  regiments  at  that  time 
were  sufficient  to  defend  the  frontiers,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  the  militia,  to  terminate  the  war,  two 
new  regiments,  with  all  the  vigor  which  the 
gentleman  described  them  to  possess,  with  the  aid 
of  established  posts,  and  a  much  more  effective 
militia,  can  certainly  be  equal  to  the  same  end. 
After  examining  Mr.  W.'s  arguments  for  some 
time,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  when  analyzed,  it  would  be 
found  that  they  proved  more  than  they  were  in- 
tended to  prove ;  but  the  merits  of  this  motion  did 
not  require  that  he  should  take  advantage  of  these 
indiscretions. 

He  showed  from  the  history  of  1762,  that  though 
posts  were  established,  with  a  handful  of  regular 
troops  in  each,  they  never  answered  the  purpose 
of  effectual  protection ;  but  the  frontier  people  were 
always  obliged,  in  «  great  degree,  to  defend  them- 


selves; that  they  were  best  calculated  for  that  ser- 
vice, and  that  they  would  perform  it  now  wifii  lb* 
crity  and  success,  if  well  rewarded. 

Mr.  S.  then  refhted  the  objection  against  tbe 
militia  on  account  of  thenr  waste  and  expense 
which  Mr.  W.  had  alluded  to.  The  law  alloire  t 
mounted  volunteer,  furnishing  himself  with  a  good 
horse,  good  arms,  provisions,  and  every  other  n^ 
cessary,  except  ammunition,  at  his  own  risk  ud 
expense,  one  dollar  per  day.  The  exact  expense 
of  such  an  expedition  can  be  calculated.  Whether 
successful  or  not,  the  charge  to  the  public  canaot 
be  increased.  The  contractors,  quarter-masten, 
and  hospital  departments,  are  all  avoided,  with  the 
abuses,  expenses,  and  frauds,  attending  such  esta- 
blishments. Mr.  S.  enlarged  upon  this  point  lod 
said  that  these  were  always  found  to  be  the  mast 
expensive  departments  in  any  army,  and  that  tbe 
Federal  Treasury  had  felt  their  effects  already  lo 
&vor  of  the  militia,  it  may  be  asked,  who  foaght 
the  battle  of  Bunker*&  Hill?  Who  foaght  the 
battles  of  New  Jersey?  Who  have  fought  the  In- 
dians so  oflen  with  success,  under  Generals  WD- 
kinson,  Scott,  Sevier,  and  others  ?  Who  marched 
in  1776  under  Qeneral  R&therford  through  the 
Cherokee  nation^  laid  waste  their  countrj,  and 
forced  them  to  peace  ?  Who  fought  the  battles  of 
Georgia,  under  Clark  and  Twiggs?  Who  fought 
the  battles  of  South  Carolina,  under  the  cooimaiid 
of  an  honorable  member  now  present  f  Delicscj 
forbids  me  to  enlarge  upon  his  sacoesaes  in  ha 
presence. 

Who  fought  the  ever-memorable  battles  of  Cow- 
pens,  King's  Mountain,  Hanging  Rock,  inack-stockiy 
the  pivots  on  which  the  RevcSution  turned  in  the 
Southern  States?  In  short,  who  foaght  all  the 
battles  of  the  Southern  States,  whfle  we  had  a  mot 
handful  of  regular  troops,  scarcely  the  shador, 
much  less  the  reality  of  an  army? 

They  were  all  fought  by  freemen,  the  substantial 
freeholders  of  the  country :  the  men  attached  to  the 
Revolution  from  principle ;  men  who  were  seosihle 
of  their  rights  and  fought  for  them. 

Such  men  will  not  enlist  in  r^ular  armies,  nor 
will  any  one  who  has  the  disposition  or  the  con- 
stitution of  a  freeman.  It  would  give  me  pain  to 
describe  the  trash  which  composes  all  regular 
armies:  they  enlist  for  three  dollars  a  month; 
which,  in  a  country  like  the  United  States,  is  a 
sufficient  description  of  their  bodies  as  well  as  tiieir 
minds.  Such  men  are  not  fit  to  combat  the  most 
active  enemy  in  the  world.  Here  Mr.  S.  rod 
Major  Gaither's  and  Major  Trueman's  depositions 
respecting  the  defeat  of  the  4th  November,  1791, 
stating  that  they  could  not  see  the  Indians,  because 
they  were  behind  trees,  Ac ;  that  the  regular  troops 
trieSd,  but  could  not  fight  that  way ;  that  they 
seemed  to  be  stupid,  and  incapable  of  resistance ; 
and  that  if  any  General  in  the  world  had  com- 
manded such  men  that  day,  he  must  have  been 
defeated  as  they  were. 

An  additional  argument,  and  one  of  the  most 
weighty,  too,  against  regular  expeditions,  in  this 
species  of  war&re,  is,  that,  by  the  slowness  of  their 
movements,  the  force  of  the  enemy  may  be  con- 
centrated ;  time  is  afforded  them  to  form  alliances, 
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md  to  confederate  against  thoee  whom  they  oon- 
tider  a  common  enemy.  It  is  otherwise  with 
nilitia  inouniGns.  He  offered  a  number  of  rea* 
KID8  to  show  that  it  was  so,  and  how  essential  for 
he  interest  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  a  policy 
ailcalated  to  detach  the  tribes  from  eacn  other  as 
noch  as  possible. 

But  it  nas  been  said,  these  men  were  not  regu- 
u  troops.  Mr.  S.  asked,  what,  then,  were  they  P 
rhey  Barely  were  not  militia.  The  last  objec- 
ioD,  and  the  least  serious  of  all,  to  this  motion,  is 
he  expectations  of  a  treaty  in  the  Spring.  Mr.  8. 
aid,  if  he  thought  the  jfentleman  who  threw  this 
lifficolty  in  the  way  believed  himself  that  we  have 
my  reason  to  expect  a  permanent  peace  from  the 
ireaty  now  proposed,  it  may  deserve  an  answer. 
Facts  are  more  to  be  relied  upon  than  words. 
Prom  the  diannel  t^ugh  which  these  proposi* 
ions  have  come— from  the  whole  complexion  of 
heir  talks,  and  from  the  late  attack  on  Major 
\dair,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  no  peace  can 
)e  effected  in  the  Spring.  He  recapitulated  some 
)f  the  difficulties  which  this  motion  had  to  conflict 
nth,  and  said  that  he  could  mention  others,  if  he 
ras  at  liberty  to  do  so.  Under  such  circumstances, 
(access  is  hardly  to  be  expected ;  but  he  knew  the 
nerits  of  the  motion  deserved  it 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE,  who  had  hitherto  sat  silent, 
>b8erved  that  nothing  new  had  been  advanced,  in 
he  whole  course  of  this  long  debate,  but  what  he 
liad  heard  mentioned  last  Winter  in  that  House. 
9e  was  then  opposed  in  principle  to  a  war  esta- 
ilishment,  and  ne  still  retained  the  same  opinion  ; 
mt,  from  the  complexion  of  aflbirs,  it  appeared  to 
lim  that  he  ought  to  submit,  and  ffive  up  his  own 
opinion  to  the  general  sense  of  the  Legislature, 
vhich  at  present  seemed  to  be  for  persevering  in 
he  system  already  adopted,  and  which,  as  it  had 
carcely  had  time  for  a  ndr  trial,  he  thought,  there- 
ore,  ooght  not  to  be  arrested,  perhaps  in  the  very 
ostant  when  its  efficacy  was  to  be  expected.  If 
Kace  should  not  be  established  during  the  next 
mmmer,  he  would  then  join  with  such  members 
IS  would  propose  a  better  system ;  but  as  the  law 
provides  lor  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  £x- 
cutire,  it  would  be  best  to  rely  on  them.  A 
tanding  army,  he  said,  was  a  thing  impossible  to 
«  accomplished  in  the  United  States  whilst  the 
louse  of  Kepresentatives  have  the  power  of  grant- 
og  money  only  for  two  years  at  a  time;  he 
herefore  nad  no  fears  on  that  score.  An  army 
xisting  in  time  of  peace  was  the  idea  he  had  of  a 
tanding  army,  ana  not  an  army  embodied  for 
•nly  a  year  or  two.  Upon  the  whole,  it  would  be 
8  expensive  to  disband  the  present  force,  and  to 
nstitute  another  of  militia,  &c.,  as  it  will  be  to  keep 
ip  the  existing  establishment  for  a  little  longer 
ime ;  it  was  therefore  his  advice  to  let  the  matter 
est  where  it  is,  with  the  Executive,  for  the  pre- 
ent.  But,  in  case  of  a  peace  not  being  aocom- 
ilished  within  a  reasonable  period,  he  would  join 
hose  who  would  be  for  a  change  in  the  system ; 
•nd  he  was  dearly  of  opinion  that  a  system  mifht 
asily  be  adopted,  not  only  to  protect  our  frontiers 
»y  repelling  the  savages,  but  to  exterminate  them 
Jtogether, 


Mr.  FiNDLET  felt  himself  inclined  to  say  a  word 
or  two  more  in  reply  to  Mr.  Steele.  He  thought 
it  would  be  unjust  to  1a^  so  much  of  the  weisht 
of  protecting  the  frontiers  on  the  militia  only. 
He  expatiatei  on  the  meaning  of  the  word  miliUa 
as  demied  by  law,  &c.  He  also  remarked  that 
however  it  might  be  fashionable  to  despise  the 
levies,  yet  amongst  them  there  were  examples  of 

Keat  bravery  to  be  found,  and  particularly  in  one 
ttalion  of  the  unfortunate  army  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1791.  He  noticed  the  well-conducted 
retreat  of  Major  Clark,  and  the  success  of  Gene- 
ral Brodhead  up  the  Alleghany.  It  was  unjust  to 
expect  to  raise  enough  of  militia  in  the  back  parts 
of  Pennsylvania;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Virginia 
are  so  dispersed  near  the  frontiers  that  they  can- 
not be  expected  from  that  State.  With  respect 
to  the  men  who  went  out  with  General  Harmar, 
and  whose  time  of  enlistment  expired  soon  afrer 
they  reached  the  scene  of  operations,  many  of 
them  remained  and  settled  in  that  country.  He 
again  repeated  the  injustice  of  calling  out  heads 
of  families  from  one  part  of  the  frontier ;  and, 
above  all,  he  lamented  the  risk  and  loss  of  lives. 
But,  if  it  should  be  determined  to  cany  on  the  war 
with  miUtia,  let  them  be  called  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  burden  already  laid  on 
a  part  of  the  inhabitants  is  extremely  unequal, 
and  must  not  lay  lonp;er  on  them.  Let  the  troops 
now  raising  be  disciplined.  I  am  informed  that 
many  of  them  are  considerably  advanced  in  point 
of  discipline,  and  may  before  Spring  become  ex- 
pert soldiers.  Let  these  go  on  in  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  let  the  militia  be  also  kept  up  or  increased 
until  the  object  shall  be  attained  for  which  the  law 
was  intended,  and  then,  and  not  before,  it  may  be 
proper  to  talk  of  reducing  the  present  establish- 
ment We  are  now  in  a  situation  that  it  would  be 
extremely  imprudent  to  retreat  from. 

Mr.  Murray  delivered  some  opinions  on  the 
preceding  arguments  of  all  the  members,  and  r^ 
marked  Uiat  the  army,  under  the  present  establish- 
ment, had  no  ri^ht  to  be  compared  to  or  called  a 
standing  army ;  it  bore  no  more  comparison  to  a 
standinff  army  than  a  cameleon  to  an  owl. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  dosed  this  tedious  debate 
with  a  few  further  explanations.  He  accounted 
for  the  difference  between  his  calculations  and 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  by 
observing  that  he  got  some  of  his  statements  from 
the  War  Office.  Mr.  Steele's  were  taken  from 
the  appropriation  laws,  and  in  one  instance  he 
had  underrated  the  appropriations.  With  regard 
to  the  opinions  he  had  delivered  on  the  militia, 
he  had  never  meant  to  traduce  the  character  of 
militia,  because  he  had  often  experienced  their 
brilliant  actions ;  his  arguments  went  no  further 
than  to  show  that  the  operations  of  regular  troops 
were  in  general  more  effectual.  He  never  wished 
to  detract  from  the  honor  of  militia,  but  only  to 
remark  that  they  were  not  to  efficient  as  regular 
troops. 

The  question  on  the  original  motion  being  now 
put,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Williamson  did  not  entirely  approve  of 
the  motion  in  its  present  form ;  the  blanks  might 
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be  so  filled,  he  thought,  as  to  import  a  thing  op|>o- 
site  to  his  wishes — they  might  import  a  discharge 
of  the  regular  troops  already  raised.  He  believed 
his  colleague  had  no  such  desire ;  he  thought  the 
measure  would  be  improper;  but  he  wished  not 
to  have  a  regiment  of  officers  without  soldiers; 
he  wished  to  fix  a  time  at  which  the  recruiting 
service  should  cease  and  the  supernumerary  offi- 
cers should  be  discharged.  As  he  intended  to 
move  that  the  proposition  might  be  so  amended, 
be  should  consider  it  in  that  light,  and  he  believed 
the  measure  would  not  be  imprudent  nor  incon* 
sistent  with  the  most  vigorous  measures  of  defence 
or  offence. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  House  of 
Representatives,  when  they  had  the  bill  before 
them^  which  last  Winter  passed  into  a  law,  for 
defending  the  frontiers,  sent  it  to  the  Senate,  with 
a  clause  importing  that  officers  below  the  rank  of 
field-officers  should  not  be  put  into  commission 
any  faster  than  troops  could  be  enlisted.  The 
Senate,  adhering  to  their  privilege,  refused  to 
agree  to  that  clause  in  the  bill,  and  it  became 
necessary  immediately  to  commission  the  officers 
for  five  .thousand  men^  some  of  whom,  if  report 
speaks  truth,  not  covetous  of  honor,  are  content 
with  their  pay,  without  having  raised  three  men. 
By  the  proposed  amendment  the  officers  only 
would  be  dismissed,  whom  most  of  us  wished 
never  to  have  seen  in  commission. 

The  proposed  regulation  has  been  censured  as 
implicating  some  kmd  of  censure  on  the  Execu- 
tive. He  viewed  it  in  a  different  light  The 
Executive  had  done  what  was  proper  and  neces- 
sary at  the  time.  But  if  it  should  appear  that 
other  measures  would  fit  the  change  of  circum- 
stances, he  did  not  see  why  those  measures  should 
not  be  adopted.  It  should  be  recollected  that, 
during  the  last  Winter,  when  the  estimate  of  five 
thousand  men  as  necessary  for  the  defence  of  our 
frontier  was  handed  to  Congress,  there  was  no 
Militia  law.  A  well-armed  effective  militia,  that 
Palladium  of  Liberty,  had  once  and  again  been 
recommended  by  the  PRssmsNT  to  the  attention  of 
Congress;  but  Congress,  from  year  to  year,  as  if 
they  wished  for  a  standing  army,  had  neglected 
the  militia.  Towards  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, indeed,  they  passed  a  law.  Ho  hoped  he 
mighty  without  offence,  call  it  the  shadow  of  a 
law.  It  was  saying,  in  a  few  words,  that  the 
several  States  might  have  a  good  militia  if  they 
pleased;  and,  if  they  pleased,  they  might  have 
none  at  all.  Was  the  Executive  to  trust  the  de- 
fence of  a  country  to  a  militia  formed  under  such 
a  law  f  He  thought  not  But  he  observed  that, 
since  the  last  Winter,  it  had  come  to  be  generally 
known  that  a  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  exist  on 
the  frontiers  who  are  at  all  times  ready  to  serve, 
not  as  drafted  militia,  but  as  volunteers.  These 
are  the  men  by  whom  the  Indians  must  be  chas- 
tized, or  we  shall  never  have  peace.  They  are 
the  best  woodsmen  and  marksmen,  and  they  have 
no  professional  interest  in  spinning  out  the  war. 
He  must  repeat  the  observation  that  volunteers  of 
the  militia  are  the  only  troops  for  vigorous  offen- 
sive operations.    Figure  to  yourselves  an  army  of 


regulars  creeping  through  the  wildemeaa,  with  aD 
its  cannon  and  other  military  apparatus,  in  diase 
of  a  naked  savi^,  who  sees  it  without  being  aeeo. 
It  is  an  elephant  in  chase  of  a  wolf.  The  troops 
alreadv  raised  may  be  pretty  well  disciplined  l«- 
fore  we  season  for  action;  they  are  sufficient, 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  militia^  to  take  a 
post,  and  build  forts  where  they  please;  ererj- 
thing  else  is  beyond  their  power,  if  they  were  not 
five  but  fifteen  thousand.  They  wfll  never  see 
an  Indian  unless  he  chooses  to  be  seen.  He  wished 
to  be  indulged  in  a  single  observation  respecting 
a  case  in  which  it  was  said,  the  other  day,  tbe 
militia  had  been  surprised.  He  was  sorry  that 
his  naming  Migor  Adaur  had  produced  the  remail 
He  would  nevertheless  venture  to  repeat  the  case 
as  an  instance  of  vigilance  and  bravery.  The 
Major,  believing  there  was  an  enemy  at  hand,  had 
visited  all  his  posts  at  midnight  in  person;  hid 
Lieutenant,  Kadison,  before  Uie  dawn  of  dar. 
roused  all  the  men,  telling  them  that  the  Indians 
were  coming.  The  Major,  wishing  to  leave  the 
ground  before  daylight,  caJled  in  the  sentroek; 
but  the  Indians,  rushing  in  wiHi  them,  garea 
heavv  fire  before  there  was  light  by  which  they 
could  be  seen.  The  Major  had  not  the  merit,  as 
he  believed,  of  having  been  a  Continental  officer, 
but  he  had  the  merit,  not  less  honorable,  of  baring 
served  bravely  in  the  militia.  He  questiooed 
whether  any  of  the  green  troops  to  be  recmited 
next  Spring  or  Summer  will  make  so  good  a  de 
fence  as  Major  Adair's  militia  had  mi^e.  They 
had  taken  scalp  for  scalp,  though  ^ey  foaght 
against  the  odds  of  three  to  one.  He  prayed  it 
might  be  remembered  that  his  ideas  were  not 
founded  on  any  hopes  of  sudden  peace  with  the 
Indians ;  on  the  contrary,  jevery  motion  of  the 
Indians,  and  every  measure  taken  by  those  who 
had  most  influence  over  the  Indians,  induced  him 
to  regard  an  Indian  war  as  the  perpetual  tax  of  at 
least  one  million  per  annum.  It  is  fortunate,  as 
he  conceived,  that  the  United  States  know  the 
source  of  their  misfortunes ;  and  if  they  are  com- 
pelled to  spend  one  million  per  annum  in  opposing 
a  savage  enemy,  who  seems  to  be  hunted  upon 
them,  perhaps  they  may  be  taught  to  indemniff 
themselves  by  refusing  to  expend  several  millions 
which  they  can  easily  save.  If  a  perpetual  tax 
on  this  head  must  be  raised,  sound  pdicy  wili 
readily  point  to  the  proper  object  of  taxation ;  bot 
this  must  remain  over  for  our  successors.  In  the 
mean  time,  believing  that  the  troops  already  raised 
are  sufficient  to  maintain  every  fort  that  is  or  nuy 
be  erected,  and  being  confident  that  volunteers 
may  be  found  at  any  time  sufficient,  if  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  extirpate  every  hostile  tribe  of  In- 
dians, he  should  vote  for  the  proposition  with  the 
proposed  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  W.'s  amend- 
ment, viz: 

**  Retolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  military  eatabliafameDt  of  the 
United  States  to  ——regiments,  to  ooDsiat  of  the  oeo 
who  are  now  in  service,  or  who  may  be  recruited  before 

the day  of next,'*  Ac — 

was  negatived— 82  to  24.    The  question  then  was 
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on  the  original  resolution,  as  moyed  by  Mr. 
Stcelc  ;  which,  being  put,  it  was  neeatived — 21 
members  only  rising  in  favor  of  it  The  Commit- 
tee then  rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  accord- 
ingly. The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
House  a<yourned. 

MoxiDAT,  January  7. 

Mr.  LiTERMORB,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  29th  of  August,  1788,  respecting 
the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  V  incents ;  which  was 
received,  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Laorance,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  re-committed  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1798, 
reported  an  amendatory  bOl;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee,  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress. 

Tuesday,  January  8. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1793,  which  lay  on  the  table ; 
and  the  said  bill  being  amended,  was,  together  with 
the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States;'"  to 
which  tbey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  a  report  of 
the  assays  and  experiments  made  by  the  Director 
of  the  Mint,  on  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  France, 
England,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  pursuant  to*  the  or- 
der of  the  29th  of  November  last ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,"*  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

MU^ITART  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  for  reducing  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  had  reported  their  dis- 
agreement on  Saturday  last    Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  amend  the 

same  by  striking  out  the  words  "each  of ^ 

non-commissioned  ofBcers,  privates,  and  musi- 
cians/^ and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "  of 
2d  Coh.— 26 


non-commissioned  ofBcers,  musicians,  and 

of  the  privates  who  are  now  in  service,  or 

may  be  recruited  before  the  -^—  day  of  — 
next" 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  26,  nays  82,  as  follows : 

Teas.— John  Baptist  Athe,  Abraham  Clark,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  William  B.  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin 
Goodbue,  Christopher  Greenup,  William  Barrj  Grove, 
Richard  Bbmd  Lee,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis 
Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  J>. 
Orx,  Joaiah  Parker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Tho- 
mas Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tacker,  Abraliam  Venable,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudioot,  Shear- 
jashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
WUliam  Findley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Ihomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillbouse, 
Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  John  Milledge,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Cornelius  C. 
Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  reter  Sylvester, 
^rael  Smith,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jona- 
than Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  it  passed  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  86,  as  follows: 

YxAS.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Clark,  Wil- 
liam R  Giles,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Christopher  Greenup,  William  Barry  Grove,  Geoige 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macion,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  Nathaniel  Niles^  Alexander  D.  Onr, 
Josiah  Parker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

NAva— -Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  J^ias  Boudinot,  Sheorja- 
shub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dajrton, 
William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Elbridge  Gerry, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhousie, 
Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George 
Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
committed  the  Letter  and  Representation  from 
the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  referred  to  in 
the  pRvsiDBMys  Message  of  the  7th  of  November 
last,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  same. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto ; 
which  were  read,  and  partly  considered. 
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Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  amendments  be  put  off  until  to-morrow. 


Wbdnesdat,  January  9. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1798,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INVALID   PENSIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions.  Where- 
upon, a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  ftirther  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
following  section,  to  wit : 

**And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  peraon,  not  on 
the  peneioD  list  before  the  twentv -third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-Cwo,  Bhall  be 
entitled  to  a  pension,  who  shall  not  have  complied  with 
the  rules  and  regulations  herein  prescribed,  saving, 
however,  to  all  persons  all  and  singular  their  rights, 
founded  upon  le^nl  adjudications,  under  the  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans  barred  by  the  limitations  hereto- 
fore established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid 
Pensions  ;*  but  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  conjunction  with  Uie  Attorney  Oeneral,  to  take 
■uch  measures  as  may  be  necessaiy  to  obtain  an  adju- 
dication of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  on 
the  validity  of  any  such  rights,  claimed  under  the  act 
aforesaid,  by  the  determination  of  certain  persons, 
styling  themselves  Commissiouers." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  40,  nays  20,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwm,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  FitEsimons,  William  B.  OUes,  James 
QordoD.  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Qreeg,  Samuel 
Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel 
Heister.  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John 
Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muh- 
lenberg, William  Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Jo- 
aiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Sdioonmaker,  Peter  Syl- 
vester, William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Vena- 
ble,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  WiUiamaon,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Nxva — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
aon,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  James  Hillhouse,  John  Lau- 
ranee,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatch- 
er, Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  further  amended 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow.. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  establishing  a 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  Coins  of  the  United  States,' 
so  far  as  respects  the  coinage  of  copper,"  with 
several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  Uie  con- 
currence of  the  House. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  smi 
amendments,  and  the  same  being  read,  were 
agreed  to. 

Tbursdat,  January  10. 

INVALID  PENSION  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
valid Pensions  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a  blsok 
therein  filled  up. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,h 
was  resolved  in  the  afBrmative— yeas  86,  nays  IS, 
as  follows : 

Yeas.-— John  Baptist  Asbe^  Abraham  Baldwiai.  Bo- 
bert  Barnwell,  Elias  Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  Winiao 
Findley,  Tliomas  Fitzsimons,  William  Bw  Giles,  Kicbobi 
Gilman,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greennp^  Tkoms 
Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jaeeiis. 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  James  Madieon,  Jobs 
Francis  Mercer,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Aagiatm 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Sohoooroaker,  Peter  StK 
vester,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sooip- 
ter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tueker,  Abcr 
ham  Venable,  Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  Alexander  Whitfi, 
Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

NAva— ^earjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  OoodbtK, 
James  Hillhouse,  J<^  Laurance,  Amaisa  Jjtmrosi 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Kika. 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Israel  Smith,  Jonathan  Storgca. 
George  Thatcher,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relative  to  danai 
against  the  United  States  not  barred  by  any  act  of 
limitation,  and  which  have  not  alreaar  been  ad- 
justed ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  bid 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  la 
amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  SnTATEa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  12th  olti- 
mo,  for  opening  a  Loan  to  the  amount  of  toe 
balances  which,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  acconnfci, 
shall  be  found  due  from  the  United  States  to  tbt 
individual  States. 

After  reading  the  report  of  the  Commissioneis 
for  settling  the  accounts,  Mr.  Gilks  made  aoG» 
opposition  to  providing  for  these  balances  belort 
they  were  ascertained ;  that  is  not  done  by  the  ^^ 
port  of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Fitzsimons  briefly  stated  the  motives  whicb 
had  induced  him  to  come  forward  with  the  resolu- 
tions previous  to  ascertaining  the  balances;  be 
thought  that,  while  there  was  an  uncertainty  in 
the  matter,  the  decisions  would  be  more  readiiv 
and  impartially  made. 

Mr.  LivsaMORB  objected  to  providing  for  bal- 
ances before  they  were  known;  he  thought  iht 
resolutions  incomplete,  as  they  recognijsed  onlv 
creditor  States,  and  say  nothing  dboot  d^tsr 
States. 

.Mr.  Fitzsimons  said  ho  did  not  believe  then 
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would  be  any  tUhtor  States;  he  was  sure  there 
ought  not  to  be  any. 

Mr.  Madison  objected  to  the  resolutions  on  the 
same  principle  with  Ifr.  LiriiRMORB ;  he  enlarged 
on  the  idea,  and  insisted  that,  without  the  most 
urgent  necessity,  the  provision  contemplated  ought 
not  to  be  made  in  the  present  uncertain  state  of 
the  snbject  On  the  principles  of  justice  and 
economy,  he  contended  that  a  system  which  would 
be  80  complex  in  its  operation  ought  not  to  be 
adopted ;  it  would  operate  to  the  extension  of  tax- 
ation in  the  United  States  to  the  greatest  degree, 
as  it  would  inyolve  a  further  levying  of  taxes  to 
reimburse  the  States  that  shall  finely  appear  to 
faaye  large  balances  due  them. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  said  he  was  not  understood. 
AdYerting  to  the  act  for  assuming  the  State  debts, 
he  observed  that  these  balances  were  there  recog- 
nised, and  the  creditors  to  whom  these  balances 
are  due  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  creditors  of 
the  Union.  Mr.  Fitzsimons  said  he  had  no  idea  of 
the  result  contemplated  by  the  gentleman  in  re- 
spect to  the  extension  of  taxes.  No  possible 
difference,  he  conceived,  could  take  place,  whether 
the  balances  were  now  assumed,  or  the  ascertain- 
ment of  them  was  made  previous  thereto;  the 
operation  would  be  precisely  the  same  in  both 
cases. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  replied  to  Mr.  Madison.  He 
stated  various  reasons  to  show  that  his  objection 
on  the  score  of  increased  taxes  had  really  no  found- 
aJtion.  Mr.  Sedgwick  entered  into  a  short  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  and  stated  the  real  situation  of 
some  of  the  States,  to  whose  citizens  large  sums 
are  due.  He  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  General 
GoYemment  would  consider  themselves  bound  to 
pay  those  demands ;  could  be  despair  of  the  public 
&ith  in  this  respect,  he  should  despair  of  the  Com- 
monwealth; for  he  should  anticipate  the  most 
pernicious  consequences  to  flow  from  the  with- 
holding that  justice,  which  those  States  now  looked 
to  the  General  Government  to  obtain. 

Mr.  Mbrceb  observed,  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  brought  forward 
his  proposition  in  such  a  shape,  as  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  determine  what  his  object  was ;  but  he  in- 
ferred from  his  explanations,  unless  he  contradicted 
himself,  that  the  real  object  was  a  Airther  assump- 
tion of  the  State  debts,  and  to  effect  the  adoption 
of  a  question  which  was  rejected  the  last  session. 
Here  Mr.  M.  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
rarious  principles  which  had  been  proposed  as 
bases  for  settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  individual  States. 
Be  contended  that  the  matter  was  not  in  such  a 
state  as  to  justify  adopting  the  principle  of  the 
resolution.  He  adverted  to  the  approaching  disso- 
utton  of  the  present  Congress.  He  remarked  on 
the  difference  of  the  exertions  which  had  been 
nade  by  the  several  States ;  he  inferred  that  there 
nust  neoessanly  be  both  debtor  and  creditor 
States,  and  hence  deduced  various  considerations 
rhich  should  influence  a  postponement  of  this 
lubject 

Mr.  Gebbt  recurred  to  the  Funding  Act,  to 
thow  that  debtor  and  creditor  States  were  therein 


recognised ;  with  respect  to  the  principles  on  which 
the  accounts  are  to  be  settled,  that  matter  rests 
with  the  Commissioners,  whose  decision  by  a  law 
of  the  Government  is  to  be  final ;  but  this  he  con- 
ceived had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  propo- 
sition. He  noticed  several  other  objections  offered 
by  Mr.  Mercer,  which  he  thought  appeared  to  be 
brought  forward  merely  to  embarrass  the  subject 
He  observed  that  the  present  proposition  was 
totally  different  from  that  agitated  last  session: 
that  now  offered  is  reasonable ;  is  founded  on  equal 
principles;  and  its  effect  will  not  be  to  increase 
the  creditors  of  the  Union,  nor  induce  a  necessity 
for  one  farthing  of  taxation,  which  will  not  be 
wanted  after  the  accounts  are  adjusted  and  the 
balances  known.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
proposition  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  Bourne  supported  the  resolution,  as  being 
free  from  the  objections  urged  to  those  offered  the 
last  session.  He  noticed  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made  on  the  resources  in  lands  of  the  States 
to  whom  the  balances  are  supposed  'to  be  due ; 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  South  Carolina 
are  the  States  the  most  interested  in  the  matter ; 
those  States  have  no  lands.  With  respect  to 
exertions  in  the  common  cause,  it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  those  States  have  not  made  as  great 
as  any  in  the  Union.  The  present  proposition  in- 
volves this  simple  inquiry,  whether  the  United 
States  shall  pay  the  States  as  States,  or  whether 
they  will  pay  the  individual  creditors?  Justice 
required,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  latter  ought  to 
be  paid;  for  their  demands  are  recognised  by  a 
law  of  the  Union,  and  they  are,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  creditors  of  the  Union  as  fully  as  any 
description  of  creditors  whatever. 

Mr.  Clark  said,  when  the  resolutions  were  first 
proposed,  he  thought  no  objecUoa  would  be  made 
to  them ;  but  he  had  heard  something  which  had 
alarmed  him,  and  that  was  what  fell  from  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  there  would 
be  no  debtor  States ;  this,  he  said,  alarmed  him, 
as  it  appeared  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  settling  the  accounts  having  adopted 
the  principle;  this  he  conceived  they  were  not 
authorized  to  do.  He  further  observed,  that  he 
did  not  think  with  those  who  supposed  that  the 
decisions  of  the  Commissioners  were  not  to  be  re- 
vised ;  he  was  pretty  sure  they  would  be  revised, 
if  they  adopted  any  such  principle  as  this,  which 
he  considered  as  involving  great  injustice. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  rose  to  explain ;  he  said  he 
was  misunderstood ;  he  had  not  said  there  would 
be  no  debtor  States.  Different  principles  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  have  been  mentioned,  but  he 
had  not  said  whether  the  Commissioners  would 
settle  the  accounts  on  the  principle  of  debtor  and 
creditor  States,  or  make  them  all  debtor  or  all 
creditor  States.  He  had  only  given  his  opinion 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  debtor  States.  The 
question  now  before  the  Committee  is,  whether 
the  United  States  shall  pay  the  States  in  their 
corporate  capacities,  or  pay  the  individual  credi- 
tors. He  conceived  the  gentleman  was  totally 
mistaken  in  his  opinion  respecting  a  revision  of 
the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners;  the  law,  he 
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said,  had  put  that  entirely  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  he  conceived  the  pre- 
sent proposition  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Ques- 
tion respecting  debtor  or  cr^itor  States ;  it  relates 
simply  to  a  proTision  for  the  sums  due  to  the  in- 
dividual creditors  of  the  several  States,  who  are 
really  creditors  of  the  United  States.  He  noticed 
the  objection  from  additional  taxes ;  no  difference, 
he  contended,  would  result  from  the  measure,  the 
balances  are  to  be  provided  for  at  all  events.  That 
the  present  was  the  best  time  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject, he  observed,  was  well  argued  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania ;  in  addition  to  which,  ho 
thought  the  allusion  to  the  state  of  affairs  on  the 
Representation  bill,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, was  directly  in  point ;  the  dIfBculties  on  ac- 
count of  the  ratio  were  increased  when  the  result 
of  the  census  was  known ;  and  this  would  be  the 
case  if  this  matter  should  be  postponed  to  the  time 
whenrthe  accounts  are  settled.  He  therefore  con- 
tended that  the  present  was  the  most  proper  time 
to  make  the  provision  contemplated.  Mr.  Smith 
noticed,  in  order,  the  various  objections  which 
had  been  made  by  several  gentlemen,  and  con- 
cluded that  he  trusted,  from  what  he  had  said,  it 
would  appear  that  the  proposition  was  entirely 
dear  of  wose  difficulties  which  had  been  ui^ged 
against  it 

Mr.  LivERMOBE  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
first  resolution ;  the  object  of  which  was  to  exone- 
rate those  States  who  on  a  final  adjustment  of  ac- 
counts shall  appear  to  be  debtor  States. 

Mr.  Gkrrt  offered  some  objections  to  this 
amendment 

Mr.  Ames  said  that  the  amendment  appeared  to 
him  irrelative  to  the  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentleman  would  be 
induced  to  withdraw  it 

Mr.  Madison  observed,  that  when  the  amend- 
ment was  first  brought  forward  he  had  supposed  it 
merely  sportive,  but  it  now  appears  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  serious  in  moving  it  He  thought  it  in 
this  view  a  proposition  that  might  well  excite  at- 
tention ;  for  he  conceived  it  an  extraordinary  idea 
to  be  advanced,  that  any  of  the  States  who  shall  be 
found  debtor  States  should  be  released  fix>m  all 
obligations  to  pay. 

Mr.  Sbdowick  offered  various  observations  on 
the  subject  generally  ;  the  tenor  of  which  was 
this,  that  however  it  might  appear  on  the  final 
a^ustment  of  accounts,  that  there  were  sundry 
debtor  States,  yet  it  was  hardly  practicable  to  de- 
vise a  mode  of  compelling  payment  from  such 
States;  nor  could  he  recollect  it  to  be  the  opinion 
of  any  gentleman  that  an  idea  of  compulsion  was 
entertained  by  any  one. 

Mr.  LivBRMORE  said  his  motion  was  not  under- 
stood ;  he  had  no  idea  of  exonerating  the  debtor 
States  in  the  manner  suggested  by  several  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  remarked  on  it ;  by  the  ex- 
planation he  gave  of  his  motion,  it  appeared  that 
his  object  was  the  apportioning  the  general  charge, 
and  to  exonerate  the  debtor  States  from  any  de- 
mand against  them,  on  account  of  the  credit  they 
were  entitled  to  as  members  of  the  Union,  not  to 


release  them  from  their  full  proportion  of  the  arer- 
age  charge  of  prosecuting  the  war. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  be  was  more  and  more  cod. 
vinced  that  there  was  to  be  no  debtor  States ;  the 
proposition  from  the  gentleman  from  New  Btmp- 
shire  says  so ;  the  resolutions  originallv  mored 
speak  the  same  language ;  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  founded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. The  meaning  of  all  which  ia^  buru  the 
books. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  that  the  Commissioners  for 
settling  the  accounts  should  be  instructed  to  re- 
port a  statement  of  all  the  debts  and  credits  of  the 
several  States.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  making 
all  creditor  States,  as  he  conceived  the  consequence 
would  be  a  great  increase  of  the  balances  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williamson  observed,  that  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  propositions,  for  reasons  which  he 
would  give.  In  the  law  for  settiing  the  ic- 
counts  of  the  several  States,  it  is  proiided  thit 
the  States  who  shall  hare  balances  placed  to  their 
credit  in  the  books  of  the  Treasury  shall,  within 
twelve  months  after  the  same,  be  entitled  to  btre 
them  funded.  Such  are  the  words  of  the  law ;  bat 
we  are  now  requested  to  do  the  thing  by  anticipa- 
tion which,  according  to  the  law^  was  to  be  done 
afterwards.  Is  there  any  consistency — is  there 
any  principle  in  such  conduct?  Whence  thb 
haste,  this  speed  of  funding?  Have  gentlemen 
such  a  pleasure  in  building  up  the  ponderous 
structure  of  a  national  debt  that  no  part  of  the 
work  can  remain  for  their  successors  t  He  hoped 
that  a  Representative  fit>m  North  Carolina  ought 
be  allowed  to  complain  of  this  unnecessaiy,  un- 
kind, he  prayed  it  might  not  be  fatal  speed.  North 
Carolina,  at  present,  is  not  fairly  represented.  It 
is  known  that,  instead  of  fire  members,  she  will 
have  ten  in  the  next  Congress.  The  States  in 
general  are  to  have  no  such  increase.  Is  it  &ir  te 
anticipate  measures  contrary  to  the  intent  and 
promise  of  your  law,  as  if  you  wished  to  tax  our 
citizens  before  they  can  be  properly  represented  ? 
It  is  well  known  that  much  offence  has  been  girei 
to  many  good  citizens  by  the  Funding  Act.  It 
has  been  charged  to  motives  which  are  verjr  iia- 
proper,  considering  the  regard  which  is  due  to 
public  opinion.  He  thought  they  were  boand  in 
honor  to  postpone  rather  than  to  anticipate  the 
assumption  of  more  paper.  If  gentlemen,  bow- 
ever,  could  not  trust  this  delectable  business  in  the 
hands  of  a  future  Congress;  if  they  could  not 
trust  their  own  States  with  the  payment  of  t 
small  debt ;  if  they  wished  to  render  the  National 
Government  still  more  unpopular  by  giving  it 
exclusively  the  iron  hand  of  taxation,  he  hoped 
they  would  not  make  themselves  accessaries  to 
the  most  abandoned  junta  that  ever  disgraced 
society.  If  the  propositions  before  the  Committee 
should  pass  into  a  law,  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina would  be  charged  with  something  more  than 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  interest  included,  for  cer 
tificates  that  were  confessedly  issued  by  the  force 
of  bribery  and  corruption.  They  were  not  founded 
on  the  shadow  of  service,  and  are  prohibited  \>j 
the  laws  of  the  State.     The  most  sleepy  sot  in 
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life  would  resent  stich  conduct  They  would  mus- 
pect  that  such  paper  must  have  had  some  undue  in- 
fluence. He  was  confident  that  the  propositions 
imported  more  than  had  been  intended. 

He  wished  that  left-handed  favors  of  this  sort 
eould  be  more  equally  divided.  It  was  hard  that 
North  Carolina  should  be  distinguished  by  her 
sufferings.  In  the  settlement  of  her  accounts  he 
thought  it  was  probable  that  she  would  lose  near 
two  millions  of  dollars  by  the  manner  in  which  her 
accounts  were  to  be  adjusted.  He  supposed  that  a 
rule  by  which  a  good  horse  put  into  the  service 
does  not  bring  the  State  more  than  half  a  dollar 
could  not  be  a  good  rule.  This  must  be  a  loss, 
first,  to  the  citizens,  afterwards  to  the  State,  which 
is  nearly  the  same  thing.  There  is  another  sum 
of  about  a  million  of  dollars,  which  the  citizens  of 
tiiat  State  seem  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  losing  by  the 
measures  of  Government  They  have  received 
nothing  for  their  cerUficatea,  and  they  are  not  per- 
mitted to  fund  them.  Oblige  the  citizens  of  North 
Carolina,  after  all  those  losses  or  oppressions,  to 
pay  half  a  million  that  they  do  not  owe,  and  you 
will  at  least  deserve  the  title  of  hardy  politicians. 
He  said  that  he  should  offer  no  amendments  to  the 
propositions,  because,  in  his  opinion,  they  were  im- 
proper in  every  part 

The  question  was  then  adjourned  till  the  neict  day. 

Fhidat,  January  11. 

The  Sfeaxek  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
bis  report  of  a  supplementary  statement  of  loans, 
made  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to 
the  resolution  of  the  27th  ultimo;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RaaiiBed^ThaX  the  Attorney  General  be  direct- 
ed to  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
table  of  costs  and  fees  for  the  Courts  of  the  United 
SUtesL 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  12th 
ultimo,  for  opening  a  Loan,  to  the  amount  of  the 
balances  which,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts, 
shall  be  found  due  from  the  United  States  to  the 
individual  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
again  had  the  said  motion  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto. 


Satubd  AT,  January  12. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  on  the  12th  ultimo,  for  opening  a 
Loan  to  the  amount  of  the  balances  which,  upon  a 
final  settlement  of  accounts,  shall  be  found  due 
from  the  United  States  to  the  individual  States, 
which  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  yesterday,  without  amendment 
Whereupon,  a  motion  being  made  and  seconded  to 
amend  the  first  resolution,  contained  in  the  said 
motion,  by  adding,  to  the  end  thereof,  the  following 
proviso,  to  wit : 

"  Pronidadf  That  no  such  loan  shall  be  opened  in  any 
State,  without  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  by 
an  act  approving  the  measure :" 


It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  38,  naya 
23,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas 
Fitssimons,  Elbridge  Oeny,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Gk>rdon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhonse,  Daniel  Hu- 
ger,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitcfaell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  John  Leonard,  Samuel 
Livermore,  James  Uadison,  Frederick  Augustus  Muh- 
lenbeiv,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Thmdore  Sedg- 
wick, Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Stufges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Qeorve  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venabte,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats.— J<^  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Qiles,  Nicholas  Oilman, 
Christopher  Greenup^  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Mil< 
ledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Alexan- 
der D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  main,  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  first  resolution,  amend* 
ed  to  read  as  follows : 

"  Retolved,  That  a  loan,  to  the  amount  of  the  balances 
which,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts,  shall  be 
found  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  individual 
States,  be  opened  at  the  Loan  Offices  in  the  respective 
States,  to  commence  within  —  months  after  toe  said 
balances  shall  he  reported  at  the  Treasuiy,  and  to  con- 
tinue open  for  the  term  of months  nrom  the  time 

of  its  commencement:  Provided^  That  no  such  loan 
shall  be  opened  in  any  State  without  the  assent  of  the 
Legislature  thereo(  by  an  act  approving  the  measure :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  84,  naya 
28,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Fi^er  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Sbeanashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne^  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dajrtoo,  Thomas. 
Fitasimoos,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Wilkes  Kit^ 
tera,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard, 
Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Mtthleoberv» 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturves,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tuobr  Tucker,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraliam  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Christopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Maoon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Nathaniel  NUcsi,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  0.  Schoonmaker,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Yenable,  Hngh 
WilUamson,  and  Francis  Willia 

The  second,  third,  and  fourth  resolutions,  eon* 
tained  in  the  said  motion,  were  also  again  read; 
and,  on  the  question,  severally  put  thereon^  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

*^  Resolved^  That  the  sums  to  be  subscribed  to 
such  loans,  be  payable  in  the  principal  or  interest 
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of  the  certificates  or  notes  issued  by  any  of  the 
■aid  States,  as,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, shall  have  a  balance  duo  to  them  from  the 
United  Slates,  and  which  shall  have  been  liqui- 
dated to  specie  value,  prior  to  the day  of 

last. 

*^Resolv€di  That  every  subscriber  to  the  said 
loans  shall  be  entitled  to  certificates,  according  to 
the  sum  subscribed,  of  the  like  tenor  and  descrip- 
tion, in  the  like  proportions,  and  upon  the  like 
terms,  as  are  specified  and  directed  by  the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  seotions  of  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act 
making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,' 
except  that  interest  on  such  of  the  certificates  sub- 
scribed to  the  said  loan,  as  bear  interest,  shall  be 
conpoted  to  the  laat  day  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  inclusively,  and 
that  interest  shall  not  begin  to  accrue  upon  any  of 
the  certificates  which  shal!  be  issued  in  lien  thereof, 
till  the  first  day  of  Januaiy,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four. 

**  Resolved^  That  in  all  cases  where  the  sum  sub- 
scribed in  the  evidences  of  the  debt  of  any  State, 
shall  exceed  the  balance  due  to  such  State,  the 
same  shall  be  reduced  (in  equal  proportions)  to  the 
sum  actually  due  to  such  State." 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brousht  in,  pur- 
suant  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Mr.  FiTzsi- 
HONs,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


MomoAT,  January  14. 

A  memorial  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  late  Delaware 
line  of  the  Continental  Army,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  the  soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was  presen- 
ted to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  depre- 
ciation which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of  debts 
granted  them  for  military  services  rendered  during 
the  late  war,  may  be  made  good  to  them,  or  such 
other  relief  afforded  them  as  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  United  States  will  admit. 

Orderedf  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  whom  are 
referred  the  memorials  of  the  late  ofiicers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  lines  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment,  reported  on  Thursday  last,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  claims  against  the  United  States,  not  barred 
by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have  not  been 
already  adjusted;  and  the  said  amendment  being 
iyrm  read,  waa,  on  the  qaeation  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  siud  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported,  on  the  37th  ultimo^  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
and  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  sakl  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
do  lie  on  the  table. 


PAY  OF  THE  LATS  ARMY. 

Mr.  BouDinoT  moved  for  the  order  of  the  dij 
on  the  Bankrupt  law.  The  importanee  of  this 
subject  to  the  general  interest,  and  that  of  a  nom- 
ber  of  individuals  in  several  of  the  States,  who, 
by  reason  of  the  State  Govemmenta  being  pre- 
cluded from  passing  bankrupt  laws,  are  in  a  veiy 
distressed  situation,  was  urged  by  several  of  tbe 
members.  It  was  further  observed,  that  it  had 
long  been  before  Congress ;  and  if  it  was  not  taken 
up  at  the  present  session,  it  was  very  problem- 
atieal  whether  it  would  be  completed  at  the  next 
session. 

In  opposition  to  the  motion,  it  was  observed, 
that  though  the  subject  has  been  a  long  time  on 
the  carpet,  yet  it  had  not  been  reduced  to  any  spe- 
cific form  till  very  lately.  That  the  bill  had  been 
laid  before  the  public  for  the  express  purpose  of 
collecting  tbe  general  sense  of  the  people  on  tbe 
subject  Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  thii 
purpose,  and  therefore  it  was  not  possible  for  the 
Legislature  to  proceed  in  the  matter,  aided  by  the 
general  sense  of  their  constituents  relative  thereto. 
The  motion  was  at  length  withdrawn ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Gbrrt,  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Dattox  in 
the  Chair,)  and  took  into  con^deration  the  me- 
morials of  the  oflkers  of  the  several  lines  of  the 
late  Army,  on  the  subjeet  of  a  deficiency  of  their 
pay.  The  several  memorials  were,  from  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  and  Maryland  lines.  The  New 
Hampshire  and  Pennsylvania  memoriala  being 
read- 
Mr.  Gbrrt  said,  in  order  to  bring  tbe  subject  he- 
fore  the  Committee,  he  should  move  the  followiog 
resolution,  viz : 

*  Besolvedt  As  the  opioion  of  (his  committee,  that  tbe 
contract  between  Oongress  and  part  of  the  officers  sod 
eoldiera  of  the  armies  raised  for  the  establishment  of  tbe 
Independence  of  tbe  United  States,  has  not  been  fol- 
fiUea  OQ  the  part  of  Congress." 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Parker. 

Mr.  Gerrt  accompanied  his  motion  by  several 
observations,  in  which  he  showed  that  a  depreciated 
medium  could  never  be  considered  as  an  equivalent 
for  services  and  supplies  which  were  contracted  to 
be  paid  for  in  specie. 

Several  menibere  objected  to  the  indefiniteness 
of  this  resolution.  They  suggested  the  propriety 
of  the  mover's  bringing  forward  a  sketch  of  tbe 

em  for  which  be  intended  tbe  resolution  as  a 
sis. 

Mr.  Madison  suggested  a  variation  of  Uie  propo- 
sition, to  the  simple  question  on  the  propriety  of 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitions. 

After  several  observations  from  other  members, 
and  tbe  Chairman  had  remarked  that  the  resolo- 
tion  of  Mr.  Gerrt  was  not  in  order,  as  referring  to 
a  part  of  the  officers,  whereas  the  memorials  made 
no  distinction, 

Mr.  Clark  moved,  in  order  to  take  the  aense  of 
the  Committee,  the  following : 

**  Rteohed,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  tbe 
prayer  of  the  petitions  of  officers  of  several  iinei  of  tbe 
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lata  AmericAa  army  eannot  be  granted,  aod  that  the 
petitiooen  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitiona." 

Mr.  Sedowick  observed,  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
ezprees  an  opinion  as  to  any  vote  which  he  might 
ultimately  g>ve  on  the  subject  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  was  undoubtedly  an  important  subject ; 
important,  as  it  respects  the  character  of  the  appli- 
cants,  aod  as  it  involved  a  consideration  of  the  ser- 
vices which  had  be^n  rendered  by  them.  No  man 
had  a  more  respectful  opinion  than  he  entertained 
of  the  honorable  patriotism  of  those  brave  and 
meritorious  citizens  who  had  ventured  their  lives  in 
defence  of  their  country.  No  man  would  more 
regret  than  himself,  that  those  services  should  re- 
main unremunerated.  Thus  feeling,  he  should  be 
sorry  if  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  should  preclode  a  discussion  of  the  various 
questions  which  might  otherwise  arise  in  the  con- 
templation of  this  subject. 

He  said  he  Icnew  several  gentlemen  who  be- 
lieved that  it  was  impracticable  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  memorials,  without  producing  evils,  so  many 
and  so  great|  as  infinitely  more  than  to  counter- 
balance the  benefits  intended.    That  it  would  be 
a  criminating  refiection  on  gentlemen  who,  with 
so  much  warmth  of  declamation,  had  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  applicants,  to  suppose  that  they  fore- 
saw those  evils  and  were  not  prepared  to  guard 
against  them.     It  would  be  indirectly  charging 
upon  them  as  the  motive  of  their  conduct,  to  give 
an  approving  countenance  to  an  impracticable  ob- 
ject, an  intention  of  acquiring  popularity  at  the 
expense  of  the  reputation  of  the  Government.  This 
was  a  charge  he  had  no  disposition  to  make;  he 
would  therefore  suppose  the  gentlemen  had  di- 
l^ested  some  scheme,  in  their  opinion,  of  practica- 
ble compensation,  which,  by  what  they  have  said, 
they  have  pledged  to  bring  forward  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Committee ;  but  they  would  be  pre- 
cluded from  doing  it,  should  the  mover  of  the  pre- 
sent qneetion  persist  in  having^  the  fate  of  the  me- 
morials decided  on  his  motion. 

He  said  that,  confident  in  the  hope  that  the  gen- 
tlemen would  gratify  the  wishes  of  his  friends,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  some  of  the 
embarrasftfng  questions  which  the  Committee  must 
meet  in  the  progress  of  this  business. 

The  whole  merit  of  the  present  application,  in 
^ia  opinion,  rested  on  the  supposition  that  by  the 
terms  of  the  Funding  law  the  Government  had  made 
i  aaving  to  itself;  or,  to  speak  with  more  precision, 
to  the  debtor  part  of  the  community.  In  other 
prorda,  that  fay  the  terms  of  the  loan  an  adequate 
)ro vision  was  not  made  for  the  public  debt  This 
(apposition  is  denied  by  many  gentlemen,  who  did 
lot  hesitate  expressly  to  declare  that  the  provision 
s  ample,  and  ought  to  he  satisfactory.  Others,  he 
laid,  wrent  further,  and  even  insinuated  that  there 
txisted  a  svmpathetic  sensibility  between  the  ma- 
9rtty  of  dongress  and  the  public  creditors,  inju- 
ioas  to  the  mat  body  of  the  people.  This  saving 
onstitnted  Uiat  residuum  of  the  original  contract, 
rhieh  was  the  subject  of  the  present  demand.  If, 
ben,  there  was  no  saving  there  was  no  residuum, 
o  subjeet  of  distribution.  On  this  idea  the  appli- 
ation  Is  to  the  generosity,  not  the  juatieci  of  Con- 


gress. On  this  ground  the  memorials,  he  pre- 
sumed, were  not  advocated  by  those  gentlemen. 
Should  it,  however,  be  demonstrated  that  tho  con- 
templated saving  had  been  made  to  the  public,  he 
asked  whether  this  was  the  only  description  of 
creditors  to  whom  injustice  had  been  done  ?  And 
would  not  the  same  arguments  which  should  de- 
monstrate their  rights  prove  equally  the  title  of 
every  other  original  holder  to  further  provision  t 
Was  there  any  discriminating  principle  by  which  it 
would  appear  that  these  men  alone  were  entitled  to 
redress  for  a  violation  of  justice  1  These  questions 
were  important,  and  being  obvious,  the?  must  have 
occurred  to  the  gentlemen,  who,  it  might  reason- 
ably be  presumed,  had  come  prepared,  if  not  with 
satisfactorVf  at  least  with  plausible  answers. 

He  said,  that  among  the  evils  which  had  been 
endured  during  our  struggle  for  freedom  and 
independence,  was  a  lapse  of  public  credit,  by 
which  there  had  been  apportioned  a  severe  tax  on 
the  citizens;  and  although  this  was  not  in  exact 
proportion,  yet  it  was  generally  more  equal  than 
probably  any  reapportionment  would  make  it.  It 
was  said,  at  least  by  some,  that  by  comparing  the 
relative  circumstances  of  the  army  before  and  since 
the  war,  with  the  community  at  large,  it  might  be 
presumed  that  they  had  not  contributed  to  this 
tax  beyond  their  proportion.  If,  on  the  whole, 
the  claim  of  the  army  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  that  of  the  other  original  creditors,  and  if 
justice  required  the  provision  contended  for,  then 
it  would  follow,  irresistibly,  that  an  account  was 
to 'be  opened  with  each  original  creditor;  that 
even  if  a  distinction  could  be  discovered  which 
would  authorize  a  difference  between  the  army 
and  every  other  description  of  creditors,  it  was,  he 
said,  further  asked  by  gentlemen  who  believed  the 
project  to  be  impracticable,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended, by  a  further  distinction,  to  separate  the  offi- 
cers  from  the  soldiers,  to  provide  for  the  former 
and  not  for  the  latter?  If  one  part  of  the  dilemma 
was  chosen,  it  would  operate  manifest  injustice; 
if  the  other,  the  Government  would  open  those 
sources  of  speculation  which  seemed  to  threaten 
to  inundate  tne  country  with  enormous  evils.  He 
said  gentlemen  who  were  disposed  to  afford  a  fa- 
vorable countenance  to  the  present  applications 
had  undoubtedly  considered  these  effects,  and  had 
also  considered  the  means  of  preventing  those  evils, 
and  candor  required  that  they  should  he  indulged 
with  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  their  system. 

He  said  that  it  was  further  objected,  that  the  pro- 
posed measure  would  materially  alter  the  Fundinfi^ 
system,  a  strict  adherence  to  which  was  guaranteed 
to  the  publio  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  both 
Houses. 

He  said  the  objections  he  had  mentioned  were 
amonff  the  most  important  of  those  which  had  oc- 
curred on  this  subject ;  that  a  discussion  of  them 
would  open  an  extensive  field  of  argument.  He 
thought  it  would  be  of  public  utility  that  they 
should  be  discussed;  he  therefore  again  solicited 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  that  an  opportunity  might  be  afforded  to 
gentlemen  to  bring  forward  a  dijfested  system. 

Mr.  BouDiHOT  assured  the  Committee  that  be 
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had  determined  not  to  trouble  them  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  should  have  carried  that  determina- 
tion into  execution,  did  he  not  find  that  the  ques- 
tion was  likely  to  be  taken  in  a  manner  not  alto- 
gether pleasing  to  him.  He  had  expected  that  the 
claims  of  the  officers  would  have  been  fairly  met» 
and  if  decided  in  the  negative,  those  genUemen 
would  have  gone  away  fully  satisfied  that  their 
claims  had  received  a  fair  and  candid  discussion. 
But  he  feared,  from  the  arguments  of  gentlemen, 
that  the  idea  that  the  United  States  had  unjustly 
failed  in  performing  the  contract  with  the  Army, 
would  take  place,  and  an  ungromnded  imputation 
of  partiality  (at  least  in  the  minds  of  the  petition^ 
ers)  would  be  left  on  the  Government,  when  Mr. 
B.  thought  a  fair  statement  of  the  matter  would 
undoubtedly  put  a  very  different  face  on  the  whole 
subject  The  ofiicers  of  tlic  Army  had  come  for- 
ward as  creditors  of  the  United  States  in  a  de- 
cent and  becoming  manner,  and  presented  their 
claims  founded  on  former  contracts,  which  they 
conceived  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and  therefore 
thev  called  on  Government  to  do  what  was  right 
and  just  on  the  occasion.  Congress  were  the  in- 
dependent representatives  of  the  whole  Union,  to 
whom  every  citizen  ought  to  have  free  access; 
and  where  every  citizen  was  to  be  considered  as 
equally  entitled  to  an  impartial  hearing.  If,  on 
examination,  it  should  appear  that  justice  required 
a  further  compensation  to  the  petitioners  as  a  class 
of  public  Qreditors,  when  considered  on  a  general 
scale,  no  man  in  the  House  would  be  more  ready 
than  himself  to  give  his  voice  for  such  a  measure. 
But  if  it  should  appear  that  the  contract  on  the 
part  of  the  public  had  been  complied  with,  as  far 
as  distributive  justice  would  permit,  he  wished  the 
petitioners  to  be  convince4  of  it,  and  that  those 
losses  they  had  met  with,  were  such  as  had  been 
equally  borne  by  other  creditors  of  the  Union,  and 
therefore  a  general  burden,  by  which  he  hoped  they 
would  receive  full  satisfaction  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  B.,  while  he  acknowledged  the  patriotism 
and  virtue  of  the  American  Army,  and  subscribed 
fully  to  their  eminent  services  and  patient  suffer- 
ings, he  could  not  join  in  decrying  the  essential 
services  and  sufferings  of  the  other. public  credit- 
ors of  the  United  States,  who,  in  the  day  of  her 
distress,  had  administered  their  property  to  the 
su|>port  of  that  Army  and  the  defence  of  the 
Union. 

All  public  creditors  who  presented  themselves 
in  the  day  of  distress  to  the  relief  of  the  Union, 
were  equally  entitled  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress ;  but,  as  the  officers  in  their  memorials  had 
applied  in  behalf  of  the  army  alone,  he  wished  to 
consider  uieir  case,  in  the  first  instance,  abstractly, 
without  connecting  it  with  any  other  class  of  cre- 
ditors, and  then  compare  it  with  others  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

He  undertook,  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  to 
state  the  public  conduct  towards  tlie  Army  from  the 
beginning  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Government  He  would  then  examine  the  conduct 
of  the  present  Government;  and  lastly,  supposing 
their  claim  just,  inquire  into  the  practicability  of 
satisfying  it 


The  Committee  were  well  acquauited  with  tiw 
rise  and  progress  of  ttie  late  war.  At  the  fint 
alarm  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Colonies  flew  to 
their  arms  and  formed  in  the  field,  without  terms 
or  stipulations  as  to  their  services.  In  1775,  Con- 
gress turned  their  attention  to  the  Army  as  the  fint 
great  object,  and  haviner  organized  it,  fixed  tbe 
pay  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  for  a  Colonel,  tod 
twenty  dollars  for  a  Captain.  In  1776,  desirous  of 
encouraging  citizens  who  were  so  zealous  io  their 
country*s  service,  they  gave  a  bounty  of  twentj 
dollars  to  each  private,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  besides 
a  promise  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land ;  and  to 
the  officers  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  acres  to  s 
Colonel,  and  the  rest  in  proportion.  In  October  of 
the  same  year,  desirous  of  keeping  up  the  fcsl  of 
the  officers,  they  increased  the  pay  in  the  proportion 
of  seventy-five!  dollars  to  a  Colonel,  and  forty  dol- 
lars to  a  Captain,  and  gave  a  suit  of  clothes  per 
annum  to  every  private,  or  twenty  dollars  in  cash. 
In  December,  1777»  Congress  showed  tbeur  desire 
of  encouraging  the  service,  by  giving  a  month's 
extra  pay  to  the  Army.  The  officers,  anxious  for 
their  future  support  after  the  war  was  over,  ex- 
pressed an  earnest  desire  of  having  some  provision 
of  this  sort  anticipated,  and  Congress,  in  compli- 
ance with  their  desires,  after  a  consideratioD  of 
three  months,  or  more,  agreed,  in  May,  1778,  to 
give  each  officer  half-pay  for  seven  years  after  the 
end  of  the  war,  on  condition  that  they  did  not 
hold  any  office  of  profit  under  any  individual  State, 
and  eighty  dollars  to  each  private.  In  November 
following  they  gave  to  each  supernumerary  offi- 
cer one  year^  pay  extraordinary,  and  ineresaed 
the  allowance  for  every  retained  ration  to  2a.  6d. 
in  money.  The  Army,  not  being  satisfied  with 
this  provision,  in  August,  1779,  a  committee  ip- 
pointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  further  proviaoD 
of  half-pay  for  life,  without  any  condition  in  ftTor 
of  those  who  should  continue  to  tlie  end  of  the 
war,  and  recommended  to  the  States  to  provide 
for  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  should  be 
killed  in  the  service.  Congress  likewise  incrcssed 
the  allowance  of  monthly  subdstonce  for  offioen 
to  five  hundred  dollars  for  a  Colonel,  a  Captain  two 
hundred  dollars,  and  a  private  ton  doUan ;  and, 
added  to  all  this,  Congress  allowed  the  officers  to 
receive  from  the  public  stores  one  hat,  a  watch- 
coat,  body  coat,  four  vests,  four  pair  of  breeches, 
four  shirts,  four  stocks,  six  pair  of  stockings,  and 
four  pair  of  shoes  per  annum,  nearly  at  former 
prices ;  and  the  soldiers  in  proportion.  The  bslf- 
pay  for  life  was  adopted,  to  the  great  offence  of 
individual  States,  who  sent  forward  petitions  agiiost 
the  measure  as  impolitic  and  nnj  ust  The  war  con- 
tinuing, the  distresses  of  the  country  increased, 
which  reduced  the  public  credit  so  low,  as  to  pro- 
duce great  uneasiness  among  all  classes  of  pnblic 
creditors,  both  in  the  army  and  country. 

The  genUeman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Hiit- 
LET,]  in  his  argument,  represented  (in  Mr.  R's 
opinion)  his  own  feelings  on  the  occasion,  rather 
than  a  comparative  view  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
citizens  at  liu-ge ;  for  it  is  not  uncommon,  when 
gentiemen  are  connected  with  a  particuUr  dasi 


81t 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


818 


Januabt,  1798.] 


Pay  qf  the  Late  Army. 


[H.  OP  R. 


of  sufferers,  to  view  what  he  sees  and  hears  as  an 
exclusive  and  peculiar  evil,  without  conddering 
what  pasies  elsewhere.  Thus,  the  soldier  con- 
siders the  sacrifice  of  the  Army  as  the  only  intole- 
rable burden;  while  the  merchant,  knowing  his 
own  losses  best,  considers  others^  complaints  as  tri- 
fling compared  to  his ;  and  the  farmer,  who  earns 
every  farthing  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  blames 
the  Government  for  not  giving  him  the  first  place 
in  all  their  systems,  l^t  the  fiur  conclusion  is, 
that  the  burden  has  been  ffenerally  nearly  equal, 
and  a  common  tax  for  the  defence  of  our  country. 
And  although  Mr.  B.  readily  subscribed  to  the 
great  sufferings  and  patriotic  exertions  of  the  Army, 
yet  they  shomd  also  give  credit  for  the  attention 
of  their  country  to  the  utmost  of  her  abilities.  As 
the  ^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  best  acquaint- 
ed with  the  line  of  his  own  State,  Mr.  B.  nndertook 
to  mention  what  was  done  by  Pennsylvania  for  her 
own  officers  in  addition  to  the  allowance  of  Gon- 
gTMs.  Daring  the  war,  stores  were  provided,  from 
which  they  received  a  partial  supply  at  the  hard 
money  pnces.  The  depreciation  ot  their  pay  was 
fully  made  up  to  them ;  at  the  sales  of  the  confis- 
cated estates  their  certificates  were  received  as 
hard  money ;  the  same  for  lands  in  the  land  office ; 
the  interest  of  six  per  cent  was  paid  on  their  cer- 
tificates for  a  number  of  years;  an  additional  boun- 
ty of  land  was  given  to  uem,  ready  surveyed  and 
free  from  expense ;  and  when  the  Funding  System 
took  place,  they  had  their  three  per  cent  and  de- 
ferred debt  made  good  to  six  per  cent  by  addi- 
tional certificates  from  the  Stsite,  which  were  af- 
terwards redeemed  at  about  fifty  and  thirty-seven 
per  cent  in  hard  money. 

In  Aognst,  1782,  a  memorial  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  called  loudly  on  Congress  for  fresh 
exertions  towards  the  settlement  of  all  accounts, 
and  making  provision  for  the  paying  off  the  pub- 
lic debt  It  ii  supposed  the  Army  took  the  hint, 
and  in  December  rollowing,  a  deputation  of  field 
officers,  with  a  strong  memorial  on  behalf  of  the 
Army,  waited  on  Congress.  The  substance  of  their 
request  was — ^first,  some  present  pay ;  secondlv,  a 
settlement  of  their  accounts  and  security  for  their 
balances ;  and  thirdly,  a  commutation  of  their  half- 
pay  for  life;  as  they  found  that  the  measure  was 
odioos  to  their  fellow-citisens,  and  would  prevent 
the  happjr  intercourse  they  expected  on  their  re- 
turn to  private  life.  The  present  pay  and  settle- 
ment of  accounts  were  immediately  provided  for, 
and  as  to  security  for  the  balances.  Congress  re- 
solved, "  as  to  what  relates  to  the  providing  of  se- 
curity for  what  shall  be  found  due  on  such  settle- 
ment, that  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  in  com- 
mon ioUh  all  the  creditor*  of  the  eame^  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  expect  such  security,  and  that 
Congress  wiU  make  every  effort  in  tneir  power 
to  obtain  from  the  respective  States  substantial 
funds  adequate  to  the  object,"  &c.  As  to  the  com- 
mutation. It  was  urged,  on  the  part  of  the  Army, 
that  five  or  six  years'  full  pay  was  but  a  reason- 
able sum  to  make  good  their  sufferingis  not  only 
on  account  of  the  deficiency  of  their  pay,  but  also 
on  other  accounts;  and  that  it  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  their  fellow-citizens,  than  that  they 


should  be  pensioners  for  lifb.  Mr.  B.  mentioned 
this  from  his  memory,  which  he  said  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Journals  of  Congress  of  Febmarj^, 
1783,  when  a  resolution  proposed  was  prefaced  in 
this  manner :  "  Whereas,  in  consequence  of  the 
faithful  services  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  their  yreat  wfferinga,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  dejieieney  of  their  pay,  hut 
on  other  acoounta.  Congress  have,  by  divers  reso- 
lutions, promised  them  half-pay,"  &c.  The  want 
of  money  having  been  raised  as  an  objection  against 
this  measure,  the  officers  contended  that  they  ex- 
pected nothing  more  than  certificates  for  their 
iNilances,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  creditors  of 
the  United  States  had  received.  Congress  finally 
determined  to  grant  their  request ;  but  to  prevent 
the  Army  from  alienating  their  certificates  at  an 
under  rate,  and  thereby  affecting  the  public  credit, 
it  was  proposed  that  they  should  not  be  made 
transferable.  As  soon  as  the  delegation  frvm  the 
Army  were  made  acquainted  with  tms,  they  spumed 
at  the  idea,  and  justly  asked  if  they  were  not  fi'ee- 
men ;  if  the  balances  were  not  their  own  proper- 
ty ;  whether  they  had  not  the  same  right  to  dis- 
pose of  their  property  as  they  pleased,  with  every 
other  citizen  r  They  therefore  insisted  to  be  put 
on  a  footing  vrith  every  other  creditor  who  had 
received  certificates.  The  reasoning  was  too  for- 
cible to  be  answered  with  proprie^ ;  and  there- 
fore Congress,  on  the  22nd  of  March,  1783,  resolved, 
"  that  such  officers,  &e.,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  amount  of  five  years'  full  pay  in  money  or  se- 
curities on  interest  at  six  per  cent  p^  annum,  as 
Congress  shall  find  most  convenient,  instead  of 
the  half-pay  promised  for  Hfe;  the  eaid  eeeuritiee 
to  be  each  as  ^att  be  given  to  other  creditort  of 
the  United  States,  provided  it  is  ai  the  option  of 
the  lines  of  the  reactive  States  to  aee^t  or  re-- 
fuse the  sameJ^  *'  Tluit,  with  regard  to  the  retir- 
ing officers,  the  commutation,  if  accepted  by  them, 
smU  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  may  be  now  due,  as 
well  as  what  might  hereafter  become  due,^  ^e. 
This  commutation  amounted  to  |1,600  to  a  Colo- 
nel, and  $2,400  to  a  Captain. 

Mr.  fi.  alleged  his  privity  to  this  arrangement, 
having  been  in  Congress  at  the  time,  and  of  oourse 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  contract  He  also  ob- 
served very  particularly  on  this  measure  originat- 
ing with  tne  Army,  and  especially  the  negotiable 
property  of  the  certificates :  that  in  this  transac- 
tion all  former  demands  were  involved,  and  the 
express  stipulation  of  the  Army  and  the  assent 
of  Congress  was,  not  to  pa;^  a  specific  sum  in 
specie,  but  to  give  such  securities  for  the  balances 
as  should  be  given  to  the  other  creditors  of  the 
United  States.  Here,  then,  was  no  difference  be- 
tween creditors ;  all  were  put  on  a  footing ;  and 
every  citizen  who  had  made  advances  for  the 
Government,  or  had  fought  her  battles,  were  con- 
sidered equally  entitled  to  the  attention  of  Go- 
vernment From  this  time  the  demands  of  the 
Army  put  on  the  ^e  of  a  settled  debt,  and  requi- 
sitions were  made  to  the  different  States  for  a 
fund  on  which  to  found  a  certainty  of  payment, 
at  least  of  the  interest,  from  year  to  year :  all  the 
States  but  one  having  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
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ments,  the  plan  was  frustrated ;  but  manv  of  the 
individual  states  made  prarision  for,  ana  did  ac- 
tually pay  the  interest  of  six  per  cent  for  several 
years.  Notwithstanding  these  partial  payments 
the  public  credit  suffered  much,  and,  among  other 
causes,  the  great  number  of  these  negotiabfo  secu- 
rities brou^t  to  market  was  not  the  least  The 
distresses  of  some,  the  different  objects  of  jHirsttit 
of  others  which  required  capitaly  the  debts  of 
others  which  called  for  payment  as  soon  as  the 
war  was  over,  and  the  fears  of  others  for  the  fate 
of  the  Government,  all  conspired  to  bring  on  a 
^neral  bankruptcy.  These  securities  fell  from 
six  shilling  and  eight  pence  to  two  shillings  and 
six  pence  in  the  pound,  and  transfers  were  as  com- 
mon as  any  other  merchandise.  The  public  fears 
and  the  universal  oomplaint  of  creditors  finally 
brought  about  a  change  of  the  GovemmenI,  and 
the  new  Constitution  was  formed,  in  which  two 
material  articles  applied  to  all  creditors ;  one,  that 
the  new  Government  was  to  be  liable  for  the  debts 
of  the  old ;  and  another,  that  all  contracts  should 
be  carried  into  effect,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of 
tiiem.  The  old  Congress  had  so  far  complied  with 
their  engagements  as  to  give  the  securities  re- 
quired by  Uie  contract,  and  to  apply  to  the  indi- 
vidual States  for  the  funds  promised.  The  new 
Government,  at  the  earnest  request  of  her  credit- 
ors, turned  an  early  attention  to  the  public  debt 
She  found  the  contracts  were  with  the  original 
creditor,  bearer,  or  assignee.  The  holder  was 
equally  a  partj^  to  the  contract,  and  demanded  the 
wnole  debt,  without  regard  to  the  sum  piud  for  it 
to  the  original  holder ;  on  the  other  hand,  many 
contended  for  the  right  of  the  first  creditor  as  an 
equitable  demand  to  the  surplus,  for  at  least  a  part 
of  it,)  after  paving  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  sum  for  which  it  was  transferred.  To  this  it 
was  answered,  that  Congress  could  not  consider 
themselves  as  a  Court  of  Law  or  Equity  to  deter- 
mine these  claims ;  they  were  bound  to  A,  fi  or 
bearer,  or  his  assignee ;  the  holder  of  the  eridence 
of  the  public  debt  could  alone,  in  law  or  equity, 
give  a  discharge  of  the  debt ;  that  it  would  be 
unconstitutional  to  destroy  the  contract  of  the 
parties,  when  made  bona  fde^  and  it  was  agreed 
that  ftnttd  could  vitiate  every  contract  for  which 
the  Courts  of  Justice  were  adequate ;  therefore  it 
was,  that  all  discrimination  was  refused :  first,  as 
a  matter  without  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress; 
secondly,  as  a  matter  unjust,  on  the  principle  of 
a  fair  contract  made  on  a  risk  to  be  run;  and, 
'lastly,  as  impracticable  in  its  very  nature.  In  con* 
seauence  of  this,  propositions  were  made  to  the 
holders  of  the  public  securities  on  the  principles 
of  the  Funding  System ;  the  substance  of  which 
were,  that  as  the.  Government  in  its  infancy  could 
not  embrace  a  discharge  of  the  debts,  or,  indeed, 
a  parent  of  full  interest,  without  risking  tiie 
public  credit  as  heretofore,  and  by  this  means 
again  exposing  the  creditor  to  loss,  it  was  there- 
fore advisable  to  new-modify  the  debt,  so  that  the 
creditor  should  give  up  three  per  cent  upon  the 
interest,  and  two  per  cent  on  the  principal,  for 
ten  ^ears,  for  which  he  should  receive  an  equiva- 
lent in  the  following  manner :  It  was  a  very  rea- 


sonable conjecture,  in  case  the  new  Government 
succeeded  and  public  credit  was  restored,  that  in- 
terest would  fail  in  five  years  to  five  per  cent, 
and  in  ten  ^ears  to  four  per  cent  %  in  which  eaie 
Congress  might,  by  new  loans,  at  that  rate  of  in- 
terest,  pay  off  the  whole  national  debt :  but  on 
the  present  plan,  she  would  secure  to  the  holder 
full  four  per  cent  on  the  principal  for  ten  yean, 
and  afterwards  six  per  cent  for  a  certain  number 
of  years,  on  terms,  with  three  per  cent  oo  the 
interest  let  the  common  rate  of  interest  be  what 
it  might  This  was  accepted  by  the  creditor 
as  a  reasonable  equivalent,  and  the  debt  was  sub- 
scribed. 

The  event  proved  the  truth  of  the  supposition, 
and  the  value  of  the  Funded  Debt  at  one  time 
rose  to  twenty-five  shillings  on  the  pound  on  six 
per  cent,  while  loans  have  been  made  by  the 
United  States  at  from  four  to  five  per  cent  Cbn- 
gress  then  gave  a  certainty  of  six  per  cent,  for  a 
number  of  years,  on  the  terms  of  tne  loans  for  a 
partial  reduction  for  ten  years,  and  a  less  interest 
on  the  arrears  of  interest  then  due.  This  was 
certainly  a  full  and  generous  equivalent ;  and  the 
only  aidvantage  gained  by  the  public  was,  a  modi- 
fication of  the  debt,  by  which  the  burden  wonld 
be  divided,  and  the  increased  number  of  citizens, 
during  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  would  bear  their 
proportion  of  the  expense  of  a  war  in  the  benefit 
of  which  they  so  essentially  participated.  At  the 
time  of  funding  the  public  debt,  the  irredeemaUe 
quality  was  considered  as  a  full  equivalent  and  a 
compliance  with  the  public  fhith.  Mr.  B.  alleged 
that  he  was  then  a  public  creditor,  and  considered 
it  in  that  point  of  bght  He  was  a  creditor  that 
had  a  right  to  feel  a  loss  as  much  as  any  man. 
He  was  a  creditor  of  1776,  when  the  Army  eould 
not  be  sent  to  Canada  without  hard  money.  He 
was  a  creditor  in  1777,  when  the  prisoners  were 
perishing  for  want  of  food  and  clothing,  and  the 
Government  could  not  furnish  a  single  suit,  or  a 
tolerable  supply,  for  their  extreme  oistress.  He 
was  a  creditor  of  1778,  when,  at  the  Valley  Forge, 
the  tracks  of  the  soldiers  were  marked  with  blood 
for  want  of  shoes,  which  he  collected  in  different 
parts  of  the  State  by  his  own  exertions^  and  at 
his  own  expense,  without  fee  or  reward,  and  was 
not  repaid  till  1779.  He  was  a  large  creditor  of 
1779,  when  Congress  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  Union 
earnestly  calling  on  the  friends  of  their  country 
to  come  forward  with  loans  for  the  public  exigen- 
cies ;  and  he  was  a  creditor  as  an  officer  of  the 
Army,  in  which  he  had  served.  Under  this  view 
of  the  subject,  Mr.  B.  acknowledged  that  he  had 
entertained  great  jealousies  lest  some  other  end 
was  aimed  at  by  the  present  resolution  than  the 
ostensible  one;  this  was  ndsed  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  found  the  success  of  the  resolution  on 
the  savings  made  by  the  Funding  System,  when 
those  gentlemen  had  for  years  past  lieen  continn- 
ally  representing  that  system  as  founded  on  an 
extravagant  waste  of  public  treasure;  that  the 
irredeemability  of  the  aebt  was  a  tax  on  the  &>• 
vemment  which  ought  never  to  have  been  admit- 
ted, as  moneys  might  have  been  loaned  at  fonr 
per  cent,  and  by  that  means  one-third  of  the  debt 
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MTed  to  the  Union.  What  idets,  then,  must  we 
form  of  a  reeolutioii  calculated  to  nmi  the  hopes 
of  the  memorialists,  which,  in  the  end,  would  cer- 
tiinly  turn  out  a  mere  shadow,  and  worse  than  a 
shadow!  This^  really,  was  trifling  with  the  com- 
plaints of  our  fellow-citiaens.  There  had  been  no 
savings.  The  creditors  who  had  possession  of  the 
public  contracts  had  received  a  fVill  equivalent  for 
their  demand  bj  their  own  free  consent,  at  twenty 
shillings  in  the  pound.  Where,  then,  was  room 
far  a  demand  on  the  Qovemment  for  any  saving  ? 
If  there  was.  a  foundation  for  a  claim,  it  must  be 
against  the  possessors  of  the  certificates;  but 
however  just  it  might  be,  it  was  merely  illusory  to 
form  the  resolution  on  principles  that  had  no  ez« 
istence. 

The  losses  sustained  by  the  line  of  the  Army 
were  not  peculiar  to  them  as  creditors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  All  classes  of  citizens  who  had  gener- 
ously advanced  their  money  for  the  support  of  this 
very  Army  In  food,  clothing,  arms^  and  ammuni- 
tion, as  well  as  that  of  the  Government  itself  at 
home  and  abroad,  had  been  equal  sufferers,  with- 
out the  emolument  which  the  Army  had  received, 
in  the  most  distressing  times  of  the  war.  The 
Army  had  been  a  refuse  for  many  gentlemen  driven 
from  their  homes,  while  other  citiaens  were  obliged 
to  wander  for  a  considerable  time  without  employ 
or  relieC  He  extended  his  observations  to  other 
citizens  who  had  suffered  during  the  war,  andpar- 
tieularly  mentioned  the  sufferers  at  Falmouth,  Onar- 
lestown,  New  York,  Norfolk,  Torktown,  and  South 
Carolina,  as  those  who  were  of  the  first  class  in 
the  United  States;  as  also  the  aged,  the  widows, 
and  the  orphan  creditors,  who  had  suffered  without 
receiving  any  advantage  whatever  from  the  public 
bounty. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  practtca- 
bOity  of  the  measure,  supposing  its  equality  and 
justice  to  be  ftirly  established.  As  the  application 
was  now  founded  on  the  savines  on  eacn  man's 
individual  certificate,  the  princif^  equally  reached 
every  public  creditor.  Suppose,  then,  A,  B,  G,  D, 
and  £,  received  their  certificates  together :  A  sold 
his  at  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  in  the  pound 
to  raise  a  capital  to  purchase  public  lands,  which, 
at  one  time  in  this  city,  sold  at  six  pence  per  acre ; 
B  sold  his  certificate  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence 
in  the  pound,  to  save  a  wife  and  children  from 
starving;  C  sold  his  to  raise  a  capital  to  go  into 
the  speculating  line :  D  sold  on  one  day  from  ne- 
cessity, but  replaced  it  the  next  day,  and  kept  it 
till  the  Funding  System  took  place,  and  then  sold 
at  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound ;  while  £  having 
o(»fidence  in  the  Government,  and  not  being  under 
a  necessity  of  selling,  funded  it  under  tiie  present 
system.  How  could  a  discrimination  take  place 
here?  or  would  it  be  fair  equally  to  remunerate 
all  these  original  holders?  But  suppose  some  had 
sold  at  twenty  shillings,  and  also  had  received  all 
the  emoluments  of  the  Pennsylvania  line ;  where 
would  be  the  distributive  justice  of  the  measure 
Qow  proposed?  If  you  extend  this  doctrine  to  the 
public  creditors  at  large,  it' will  appear  in  a  strong 
point  of  light.  It  is  well  known  that  the  common 
pnctice  of  the  Government  daring  the  war,  was, 


to  issue  certificates  in  fictitious  names — the  names 
of  clerks  in  office,  of  heads  of  departments,  or  other 
persons —merely  to  make  them  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  a  paper  currency :  as  they  were  payable 
to  bearer,  the  name  was  never  thought  to  be  ma- 
terial. The  person  doing  the  service  or  lending 
his  money  ^  received  these  certificates,  and  was 
really  the  original  holder,  yet  the  face  of  the  certifi- 
cate spoke  a  different  language.  In  this  case  a 
discrimination  would  be  impossible;  and  much 
the  largest  part  of  the  public  debt  was  oontracted 
in  this  way,  after  the  war  was  over.  Many  debts 
had  been  paid  by  merchants  and  others  to  their 
forei^  creditors  and  others,  in  certificates  at  their 
nommal  value;  and,  in  other  cases,  individuals 
had  failed,  and  the  loss  had  wholly  fallen  on  their 
creditors.  Mr.  B.  earnestly  contended  that  the  ex- 
pense of  a  discrimination  would  exceed  the  reve- 
nues of  the  United  State&  The  nature  of  trans-* 
ferable  stock,  which  is  designed  to  operate  as  cur- 
rent monev,^  forbids  the  idea  of  a  discrimination, 
and  all  public  credit  must  necessarily  £iil  if  such 
a  doctrine  was  to  prevail  in  the  finances  of  the 
Union.  This  was  a  very  serious  and  important 
idea,  worthy  the  attention  of  the  applicants,  who 
certainlv  were  interested  in  the  public  weal.  The 
right  of  freemen  to  dispose  of  their  own  property 
as  they  please,  was  involved  in  the  question :  for 
if  the  Government  was  to  make  up  eiery  loss  on 
a  transfer,  then  it  ought  not  to  be  made  without 
their  consent  Mr.  B.  hoped  he  would  not  be  un- 
derstood to  deny  either  the  services  or  the  suffer- 
ings  of  the  Army;  but  he  alleged  the  promised 
recompense  was  given,  which  had  been  trans- 
ferred with  all  the  legal  and  equitable  right  to 
the  holder,  who  had  received  from  Government 
the  full  value,  and  therefore  no  further  demand 
either  int  law  or  equity  remained  against. the  Go- 
vernment The  negotiable  quality  was  a  prin- 
ciple in  the  securities  insbted  on  by  the  Army,' 
and  which  they  had  used  as  they  cbose,  for  dif- 
ferent purposes,  and  from  different  views.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  the  generosity,  benevolence,  and 
humanity  of  Congress  had  been  addressed  ;  to  this 
he  answered,  that  they  were  but  stewards  of  the 
people's  property,  for  which  they  were  answerable ; 
that  they  were  not  sent  here  to  show  their  generos- 
ity ;  it  was  to  do  Justice ;  and  that  not  to  one  class, 
but  to  every  description  of  citizens.  He  knew  of 
but  one  rule  for  every  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
They  were  all  equally  represented  in  that  House ; . 
but  at  all  events  it  became  them  to  be  just  before 
they  were  generous. 

Mr.  B.  assured  the  House  that  he  had  taken  up 
so  much  of  their  time,  because  he  found  that  no 
one  had  come  forward  fairly  to  meet  the  question, 
and  he  had  too  great  a  regard  for  the  memorialists 
to  wish  them  to  go  away  under  the  idea  that  any- . 
thing  had  been  refusea  to  them  which  ought  in 
propriety  to  have  been  done.  At  any  rate,  he  had 
candidly  and  above-board  given  the  reasons  of  his 
vote  on  this  important  occasion,  which  would  be 
against  the  question  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia, 

The  Committee  now  rose,  without  taking  any 
question. 
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Tuesday,  Juiuary  16. 

An  engroaaed  bill  relatire  to  clidms  a^inst  the 
United  States,  not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation, 
and  which  have  not  been  already  adjusted,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMovs,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorise  a  Loan  in  the  certifi- 
cates or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall  hare  balances 
due  to  them,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts 
with  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  bill  for  placing  on  the  pension  list  all  such 
officers  and  privates  of  the  Militia  as  have  been  or  shall 
be  woundea  or  disabled  in  the  serrioe  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  provided  for  by  law  :** 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  Tliat  the  memorial  and  petition  of  snndry  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  enga^d  in  commerce  previous  to  the  late 
Revolution  which  was  presented  to  this  House  at  the 
last  session,  'stating  the  particular  hardships  under 
which  they  labor,  from  the  twofold  causes  of  the  oper- 
ation of  the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  Treaty  of 
Peace,  and  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  Oonfress  for  fund- 
ing the  Public  Debt^  as  redeems  the  old  Continental 
money,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  thereof  for 
one  dollar  specie ;  the  former  requiring  them  to  pay 
their  Britisn  debts  in  sterling  money,  with  full  in- 
terest to  the  present  time ;  and  the  latter  depriving 
them  of  all  hope  of  indemnity  from  the  effects  of  de- 
preciation and  tender  laws,  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed during  the  war,  and  praying  relief:* "  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  are  referred  the  memorials  of  the  lines 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

This  motion  occasioned  a  debate ;  those  who  op- 
posed it  contended  that  it  was  a  distinct  and  differ- 
ent case  from  that  of  the  officers ;  that  it  involved 
a  very  different  investigation  and  could  not  there- 
fore be  connected  with  it ;  and  that  it  appeared  to 
be  designed  to  embarrass  and  perplex  the  applica- 
tion of  the  officers. 

In  support  of  the  motion,  a  variety  of  reasons 
were  adduced  to  show  that  the  cases  were  parallel, 
and  that  there  was  no  propriety  in  making  a  dis- 
tinction between  different  cUsses  of  citizens  in  their 
application  for  relief  in  similar  cases.  After  con- 
siderable debate, 

The  previous  question  being  called  for  by  fire 
members,  to  wit:  ''Shall  the  main  question,  to 
agree  to  the  said  motion,  be  now  put  ?*' 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa  30,  nays 
24,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Elias  Boudi- 
Dot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Bemamin  Bourne,  Abraham 
Clark,  Thomas  Fitasimons,  Elbridge  Qerry,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  Benjamin  GkxKlhue,  James  Gordon,  Christo- 
pher Greenup,  Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa 
Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  livermore,  Natha- 
niel Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel 
SmiUi,  William  Smith,  John  Steele^  Samuel  Sterrett, 


Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sompter,  Oeoiige  lliatdMr, 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Alexander  Whit^  and  Hugh 
Williamson. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Eg- 
bert Benson,  Jonatnan  Dayton,  William  R  Giles,  An- 
drew Grecg,  William  Barry  Grove,  TtMxnas  Hartltv, 
Jamea  Hulhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Ridiaid  Bbuid  Ln, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  FVancis  Mer- 
cer, Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joeiah  Parker, 
Peter  Sylvester,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  VcnahU, 
Artemaa  Ward,  and  Francis  Willia 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  fliat  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — ^yeas  84,  nays  80,  as  followa : 

YiAa. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Eliae  Boa 
dinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  Etbridge  Gerry,  Ni- 
cholas Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordoe, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa  Learned,  Gewge  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel Livermore,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,Samud[  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturvea,  Tliomas 
Sumpter,  George  Thatcher,  Thumaa  Tu£>r  Tudser, 
and  Alexander  White. 

NxTa — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  1^ 
bert  Benson,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  B.  Giles,  Chris- 
topher Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  James  HiUhcnise. 
Israel  Jacobs,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Maeoi^ 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Meroer,  Frederick  Angos- 
tus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murrey,  Nathaoid 
Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josinh  Parker, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  John  Steele, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Artemaa  Ward, 
Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

PAY  OP  THE  LATE  ARMY. 

The  petitions  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Army 
being  under  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  following  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Qkbbt,  vix : 

'*  JUtolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
provision  be  made  for  such  officers,  non-cammins  ioncd 
offioers,  and  soldien  of  the  late  Army  of  the  United 
States^  who  received  certificates  for  the  balapcea  due  to 
them  on  a  final  settlement  of  their  respective  aoooiinia ; 
Provided,  That  such  provision  shall  not  exceed  the  dif- 
ference between  the  nominal  amount  of  the  said  certifi- 
cates and  the  real  amount,  estimated  at  the  prescet 
rates  in  the  market,  of  the  certificates  which  are  or  nay 
be  issued  for  those  first  mentioned,  pursuant  to  an  act 
making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  Statea" 

Mr.  Clark  moved  an  amendment,  which  was  to 
insert  in  the  first  clause  after  the  word  "fn*," 
aU  perBOM  who  hone  reoewed  liquidated  eertijH' 
eate§  for  ierviees  rendered  or  euppliee  ^imiMked 
during  the  late  tear;  and,  on  this  motion  to 
amendy  Mr.  Habtlbt  made  the  following  observa- 
tions: 

Mr.  H.  wished  that  a  question  upon  the  prayer 
of  the  petitions  might  be  fairly  taken,  without  any 
embarrassment  or  connexion  with  another  sub- 
ject Let  us,  he  said,  consider  and  discuss  the 
claims  of  the  offioers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  Army, 
and  either  grant  them,  or  dismiss  their  petitions 
with  decency.    The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
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esterd&j  came  forward  vrith  a  resolution,  expresa- 
ig  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  could  not  be 
ranted.     If  this  was  consistent  with  his  opinion, 
;  was  candid;  he  appeared  openly  to  avow  his 
entiments.     I  cannot  say  quite  so  much  in  his 
lYOT    to-day  for  withdrawing   his  motioa     In- 
eed,  the  motion  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
lassachusetts  comes  forward  in  so  Questionable  a 
hape,  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  wno  are  friends 
r  enemies  to  the  objects  of  the  petitioners.    To 
dopt  the  proposed  amendment,  I  consider  as  death 
d  the  motion  on  the  table ;  it  embraces  too  much ; 
t  contemplates  what  the  abilities  of  this  country 
re  not  competent  to.    I  hope  it  will  not  be  agreed 
0.     The  officers  and  soldiers  attempt  to  show  that 
here  is  a  distinction  between  their  case  and  other 
itizens ;  besides,  what  have  they  to  hope  from  the 
K>unty  and  magnanimity  of  the  nation  f    It  may 
lot  be  amiss  for  me  here  to  mention,  that  I  hare 
leyer  had  a  certificate,  and  that  I  am  not  person- 
A\y  interested  in  the  question.    I  was  an  officer  in 
lart  of  the  war,  but  have  nothing  to  ask  for  here, 
consider  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  have  a 
ilaim  of  instice  as  well  as  equity,  besides  what 
hey  might  expect  from  the  magnanimity  of  the 
lation.     I  shall  say  but  a  few  words  on  the  suf- 
erings  and  distress  of  the  Army ;  thev  were  great, 
tnd  unexampled  in  the  history  of  mankind.    Those 
rho  are  now  present,  and  were  either  in  the  Ca- 
>inet  or  field,  must  know  the  force  of  my  obserra- 
ion.     I  will  not  detail  the  scenes  of  misery  ex- 
libited   during  the  war.    To  support  the  rights 
ind  liberties  of  the  country,  officers  and  soldiers 
freely  entered  into  the  service.    In  the  year  1776, 
he  oflicers  bad  half-pay ;  in  the  year  1777,  the  pay 
ras   nominally  increased,  but   unfortunately  de- 
>reciation  came  on,  and  their  actual  compensation 
ivas  less  than  the  year  before.    I  have  a  respect 
br  a  militiaman,  but  his  case  cannot  be  compared, 
a  point  of  difficulties  and  danger,  to  that  of  the 
>fificer  and  soldier — the  former  occasionally  called 
brth,  the  latter  constantly  at  the  post  of  danger 
ind  duty.    There  was  certainly  an  inequality  in 
heir  situations,  which  ought  to  have  been  com- 
>ensatod  for  to  the  soldier.    The  officer  who  was 
narried,  though  he  could  meet  the  dangers  of  the 
ield   btmself^  yet  could  not  view  with  fortitude 
he  poverty  and  misfortune  which  threatened  his 
amily. 

Congress  had  made  no  provision  to  grant  half- 
>ay  to  the  officers  (who  should  serve  to  the  end 
>f  the  war)  until  some  time  in  the  year  1778. 
Several  officers  who  were  well  attached  to  the 
rause,  owing  to  their  necessities  and  the  circum- 
itances  of  Uieir  families,  were  obliged  to  resign. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  saw  the  evils  which 
hreatened  His  country  and  the  Army ;  he  stated 
hem  to  Congress ;  some  strong  promises  and  ap- 
>earance8  were  absolutely  necessary  on  the  part 
»f  Government,  or  the  Army  would  not  be  kept 
ogether.  These  were  made  in  the  most  solemn 
nanner.  Many  officers  and  soldiers  were  retained. 
depreciation  still  continued.  The  soldier,  hungry 
itid  forlorn,  was  obliged  to  take  the  paper  that 
?ras  offered  him  by  the  Government  This  was 
lot  in  general  the  case  with  the  former;  the  latter 


most  cbmmonlv  parted  with  his  property  volun- 
tarily. One  kmd  of  paper  followed  another  during 
the  war ;  each  depreciated ;  but  still  Congress,  br 
repeated  resolutions,  (in  order  to  induce  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  to  remain  at  their  post,)  engaged 
that  they  should  be  compensated  at  the  end  of 
the  war.  Certificates  of  different  kinds  were  is- 
sued; and  I  believe  Congress,  and  the  whole 
American  world,  expected  they  were  to  be  paid 
in  specie  as  soon  as  there  was  sufficient  ability  in 
the  (Government  And  J  still  think  there  is  a  dif- 
ference between  their  claims  and  those  of  the 
other  citizens.  At  the  first  session  of  Congress 
under  the  present  Government,  the  House  resolved 
that  they  would  support  the  public  credit;  and 
strong  expressions  were  used.  This  gave  great 
confidence  to  the  public;  certificates  were  en- 
hanced in  value,  and  many  of  them  had  passed 
into  the  hands  of  strangers,  under  the  faith  of  Go- 
vernment ;  so  that,  when  the  Funding  Bill  passed, 
nothing  could  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the 
holders.  I  wished  exceedingly  for  an  opportunity 
to  give  my  aid  in  favor  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  had  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  It  was  a 
voluntary  act  in  the  holder  to  fund  his  debt  at 
about  four  per  cent,  and  it  appears  there  is  a  con- 
siderable saving  to  Government  out  of  the  earn- 
ings of  the  officer  and  soldier,  and  which  may 
fiurly  and  honorably  be  granted  to  them.  I  mean 
to  reach  this.  Those  who  concur  with  me  in 
sentiment,  ought  to  be  against  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  and  assist  to  alter  the 
motion  so  as  to  embrace  the  objecta  we  have  iu 
view. 

The  Committee  rose  without  coming  to  any 
conclusion. 


Wedhbsdat,  January  16. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  memorials  of  the 
late  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  lines  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  again  had  the  said  memorials  un- 
der consideration,  and  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon ;  which  being  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

"  Re$oivedt  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
that  the  prayer  of  the  memorials  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  or  seveml  of  the  lines  of  the  late  Army  of  the 
United  States,  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  said  resolution,  and  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  48,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

TsAa^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Bamwellr  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Ftndley,  Thomaa 
Fitssimons,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Andrew  Oregg,  William  Barry  Orove, 
Daniel  Heister,  James  Hillbouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  John  Lau-. 
ranee,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Qeorge 
Leonard,  Samuel  livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Alexander  D. 
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Orr,  Tlieodore  Sed^ick,  Peter  SjUetter,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
JonaihaD  Sturges,  Thobias  Suinpter,  George  Thatcher, 
ThomaA  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 
Nats.— ^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  El- 
bridge  Oerry,  William  B.  Qilee,  Christopher  Oreenup, 
Thomas  Hartley,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mer- 
cer, John  Page,  and  Thomas  TredwelL 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Grove  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  14th  of  November  last,  to 
take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Prbsi- 
PENT*^  Speech  which  relates  to  the  transmission 
of  newspapers,  and  report  whether  an  v,  and  what 
alterations  may  be  necessary  ii^  the'  act  passed 
last  session,  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Steele,  excused  from  serving 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mebceb  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  Ma- 
jor General  St  Glair. 


Trursdat,  January  17. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  determining  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  territorv  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  agreed  to  bj 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations.'* 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,  which  lay  on  the  table ; — when 

Mr.  Madisoii*s  amendment  came  up  for  con- 
mderation,  viz :  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section, 
which  provided  that  no  sale  of  land  made  by 
any  tribe  of  Indians  shall  be  valid  to  any  person 
or  State,  whether  such  State  may  have  the  right 
of  pre-emption  or  not,  unless  the  same  be  made 
and  executed  at  some  public  treaty  held  for  that 
purpose,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States : 
And  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  a  new  section,  declar- 
ing that  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  acquiring 
any  title  to  any  lands  beyond  the  Indian  bounda- 
ries, and  withiti  those  of  the  United  States,  by 
purchase,  gift^  or  otherwise,  from  the  Indians 
claiming  the  same ;  and  that  it  shall  be  a  misde- 
meanor in  any  person,  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, at  the  discretion  of  a  jury,  to  obtain, 
accept,  or  treat,  for  any  title  to  such  lands.  And 
when  any  Indians  shiUl  desire,  of  their  own  ac- 


cord, to  sell  any  part  of  their  lands,  and  it  shall  be 
deemed  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that 
a  purchase  shall  be  made,  the  same  shall  be  done 
no  otherwise  than  by  a  treaty  to  be  entered  into 
pursuant  to  the  Constitotion ;  the  lands  so  pur- 
chased to  enure  to  the  use  of  whoever  may  baTc  ' 
the  right  of  pre-emption  thereto,  and  who  shall 
pay  the  price  thereof 

Mr.  Madisok  observed,  that  misunderstandnig^ 
quarrels,  and  wars  with  the  Indians,  had  ori^ 
nated  fVom  the  circumstance  of  persons  having 
obtained,  through  fhtud,  or  other  improper  means, 
possession  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Indians.  This 
consideration  rendered  it  highly  important  that 
this  whole  bnsiness  should  be  under  the  absolute 
and  sole  direction  of  the  public  authority,  in  o^ 
der  to  guard  c£Pectual1y  against  the  fatd  conse- 
quences which  may  result  to  the  public  by  being 
precipitated  into  a  war,  throurh  the  arts  of  un- 
principled persons,  who,  while  Uie  public  are  made 
to  sustain  great  calamities,  often  find  means  to 
extricate  themselves  from  bearing  their  proportion 
of  its  inconveniences  and  expenses. 

Mr.  LiVERMORB  moved,  that  the  words  "at  the 
discretion  of  a  jury;"  "and  it  shall  be  deemed 
for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that  a  pur- 
chase shall  be  made,"  be  struck  out 

Mr.  Barnwell  objected  to  the  amendment  He 
thought  the  original  section  as  comprehensive  as 
the  other;  that  it  was  better  worded,  and  liable 
to  fewer  exceptions ;  for  though  the  latter  is  longer, 
yet,  sales  made  pursuant  to  treaties  held  under  an 
authority  not  expressly  pointed  out^  would  be  lia= 
ble  to  cavil  and  revision ;  and  the  persons  holding 
a  treaty  for  the  purpose  of  making  purchases,  are 
exposed  to  a  penalty. 

Mr.  Giles  preferred  the  substitute,  becaose  it 
provided  a  penalty  for  improper  purchases. 

Mr.  FiTzsmoNS  proposed  to  retain  the  original 
section,  and  to  amend  it,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  sale,  "or  gift;^^  and  to  add  the  penalty  con- 
tained in  the  substitute. 

The  original  section  was  struck  out,  and  the 
new  section  was  amended  as  proposed;  and  the 
bill  and  amendment  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


FRroAV,  January  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  li- 
mited time,  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,'*  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  determining  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  was  read 
the  thirchtime,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  TUCKER. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  compensate  John 
Tucker. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  five 
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bandred  and  nine  doUara.  Mr.  Tucker*s  petition 
stated  tliat  his  actual  expeniies  in  attending  on  the 
Court  five  different  times  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred dollarii,  and  that  he  paid  nine  doUara  for  a  aeal 
for  the  Circuit  Court  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  motion  was  opposed.  It  was  said  that  it 
would  establish  a  dangerous  precedent  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  pay  the  voluntary  expenses  of  an  ap- 
plicant for  an  appointment  under  the  United 
States;  and  that  in  the  present  case  the  actual 
services  only  ought  to  be  compensated  according 
to  the  provision  made  by  a  subsequent  law.  In 
reply  it  was*  said,  that  it  was  taken  for  granted 
Mr.  Tucker  had  applied  for  tlie  appointment,  but 
no  evidence  of  this  is  adduced ;  several  circum- 
stances were  mentioned  to  show  that  the  contrary 
was  the  fact,  and  that  he  was  called  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  offico.  The  question  Is,  whether 
be  ought  not  to  have  his  necessary  expenses,  incur- 
red in  attending  the  courts  reimbursed  ? 

The  motion  for  five  hundred  and  nine  dollars 
was  Bupereeded  by  a  motion  for  three  hundred 
and  nine  dollars,  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
ComDiittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with  this 
amendment;  which  was  odopted  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

*  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
make  provision  of  half-pay  for  seven  years,  to  the  wi* 
dow8  and  orphans  of  such  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  as  have  been  killed  in  the  service,  since 
the  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoasaod  seven  hundred  and  eighty  four,  or  who  may 
hereafter  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  ^committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hen- 
derson; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  bad  the 
Baid  report  under  consideration,  and  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  House  their  disagreement  to  the 
same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port; and,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do 
>gree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

And  then  the  said  report  being  amended  at  the 
Clerk*8  table  to  read  as  follows: 

"  ^toived.  That  there  be  allowed  to  Joseph  Bender 
■pD  a  yearly  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars,  for  his  ser- 
vices as  Paymaster  to  the  Navy  Board  for  the  Eastern 
apartment,  from  the  tenth  day  of  August,  one  thou- 
*&nd  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  to  the  tenth 
Q&y  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
t^o,  being  four  years ;  and  that  the  officers  of  the  Trea- 
•urj  be  authorized  to  pass  the  same  to  his  credit,  and 
*o  wttle  his  account  accordingly  :" 

[^  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
^y  the  House. 


Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Ann, 
Mr.  BiMJAMiM  BouoNB,  and  Mr.  Clabk^  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^Aii 
act  respecting  fugitives  from  Justice,  and  persona 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  in 
whidi  uey  desire  the  conourrenee  of  this  House. 


MoNDAT,  January  21. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  John  Tucker 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  W^iLLiAMsoN,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  in- 
firm seamen;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  es- 
caping from  the  service  of  their  masters,*'  was 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMoNs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in 
the  certificates  or  notes  of  such  States  as  shall 
have  balances  due  to  them  upon  a  final  settlement 
of  accounts  with  the  United  States,  reported  an 
amendatory  bill ;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee;  when 

Mr.  QiLES  moved  that  the  proviso  in  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  should  be  struck  out,  respecting 
the  assent  of  the  individual  States  to  the  new 
Loan,  as  it  does  not  agree  with  the  idea  precisely, 
contained  in  the  resolutions  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded ;  and,  adverting  to  the  provision  contained 
in  the  Funding  Law  respecting  these  balances,  he 
observed,  that  the  bill  now  reported  interfered 
with  the  disposition  of  the  balances,  whereas  that 
law  has  vested  the  disposition  of  them  exclusively 
in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  FiTzsofONS  said,  that  there  was  a  variation 
in  the  proviso  in  the  bill,  from  that  in  the  original 
resolutions,  which  had  accidentally  taken  place. 
He  said,  that  the  variation  was  certainly  not  in 
order,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  proviso  in 
the  bill  should  be  amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Skdgwick  remarked,  that  the  gentleman 
last  speaking  was  undoubtedly  right  in  respect  to 
the  point  of  order,  but  he  did  not  draw  the  same 
conclusion.  The  proviso  in  the  bill  may  vary 
from  that  in  the  resolutions;  but  if  it  more  com- 
pletely comports  with  the  ideas  of  a  majority  of 
the  Committee,  he  saw  no  good  reason  for  not 
adopting  it  He  added  some  observations  on  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Giles,  which  he  considered  as 
making  it  a  question  whether  the  Government 
should  literally  comply  with  its  engagements  or 
not  ?    This,  he  hoped,  would  never  be  made  a  sub- 
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ject  of  debftte  in  the  Legiskture  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Mr.  FrrzsiMoys  said,  he  hoped  the  amendment 
which  he  suggested,  would  take  place. 

Mr.  Clark  observed,  that  he  thought  the  bill 
was  altogether  wrong ;  he  moved,  therefore,  that  it 
should  b^  recommitt^.  Mr.  0.  entered  into  a  gene- 
ral consideration  of  the  subject 

Mr.  Laurancb  was  in  &vor  of  the  Ck>mTnittee*s 
rising.  He  cited  an  instance  in  point,  which  oc- 
curred the  last  session.  A  select  committee  on  the 
census  had  exceeded  the  limits  of  the  principles 
agreed  to  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  the  bill 
they  reported  was  accordingly  recommitted;  the 
House  would  not  then  consent  to  altering  the  bill  in 
the  House,  as  it  would  sanction  a  deviation  from 
established  principles. 

Mr.  Murray  waa  opposed  to  the  Committee*s 
rising ;  he  saw  no  occasion  for  it ;  the  variation  is 
merely  verbal,  and  can  be  easily  corrected. 

The  question  for  the  Committee^s  rising  was 
put,  and  agreed  to.  They  accordingly  rose,  and 
reported  progress.  On  motion,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged.  The  bill  was  then 
recommitted  to  the  select  committee  which  re- 
ported it  The  requisite  alteration  being  made, 
the  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  House 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Committee  proceeded  in  the  discussion  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Merckr,  after  stating  that  various  unfriendly 
remarks  were  made  on  the  Government,  and  on 
particular  members,  in  consequence  of  the  former 
assumption,  and  informing  the  Committee  that 
there  was  a  large  sum  of  the  paper  money  of  a 
particular  State  in  this  town,  which  was  selling  at 
ten  shillings  in  the  pound,  observed  that  this  bill 
would  appreciate  the  value  of  that  paper  perhaps 
to  20s.  in  the  pound.  In  order,  therefore,  to  give 
the  fullest  information  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  prevent  those  at  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred miles  distance  from  being  defrauded,  he 
moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
prevent  certificates  which  have  been  transferred 
within  a  certain  period  from  being  subscribed  to 
the  loan. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMoirs  said,  as  he  had  brought  forward 
the  resolutions  on  which  the  bill  was  founded,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  notice  the  observa- 
tions advanced  by  the  gentleman  in  support  of  his 
motion.  He  remarked,  that  with  respect  to  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  people,  perhaps  he  knew 
as  little  about  it  as  others ;  but  this  he  knew,  that 
if  unfavorable  impressions  had  not  been  made,  it 
was  not  because  attempts  had  been  wanting  for 
that  purpose  on  the  part  of  individuals  within  these 
walls.  With  respect  to  himself  he  felt  no  solici- 
tude ;  but  if  any  member  of  this  House  knew  of 
any  facts  of  the  kind  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman, 
let  the  person  who  knows  of  such  things  boldly 
come  forward  and  charge  openly  the  guilty ;  with 
respect  to  the  present  motion,  he  would  have  no 
objections  to  it,  provided  it  did  not  interfere  with 
the  general  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bourne  said,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  the 


motion,  provided  it  was  practicable ;  bat  he  did 
not  see  how  it  could  be  carried  into  execution. 

Mr.  Williamson  supported  the  motion.  He 
said  it  met  his  approbation  so  far  as  it  would  con- 
duce to  protecting  the  original  holders  of  the  State 
debts  from  such  speculations  as  they  enffered  at 
the  time  of  the  former  assumption. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  remarked  on  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
value  of  the  paper,  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  former 
assumption,  and  said,  that,  considering  what  hu- 
man nature  was  constituted  of,  the  speculations  al- 
luded to,  and  which  he  had  lamented  as  much  as 
any  man  whatever,  were  to  have  been  expected. 
He  then  adverted  particularly  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Mercer,  in  which  he  had  said  he  had  his 
suspicions  even  of  the  members  of  the  House.  Ifr. 
Sedgwick  said,  the  ears  of  members  had  been  often 
assailed  by  insinuations  and  snapieions  of  the  base 
conduct  of  individuals  in  this  House,  as  specvlat- 
ing  in  their  own  measures.  If,  said  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, there  is  so  base  and  infiunous  a  character 
within  these  walls ;  if  there  is  one  member  of  thii 
House  who  has  been  guilty  of  this  abominable 
conduct,  of  plundering  his  constituents  of  their 
property,  in  the  manner  represented,  let  his  name 
be  mentioned,  let  the  man  be  pointed  out.  Frcai 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  this  matter  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  from  the  suggestions  which  had  been 
circulated,  he  had  some  reason  to  suppose  it  misht 
be  intended  to  implicate  him  in  the  charge.  He 
could  not  help  feeling  himself  called  upon  to  notice 
such  indiscriminate  msinuations,  such  attempts  to 
affix  a  stigma  on  particular  characters;  men  whose 
reputation  is  their  dearest  possession.  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick then  offered  several  objections  to  the  motion ; 
he  remarked  that  its  tendency  would  be  to  keep 
open  the  door  of  speculation. 

Mr.  Mercer  replied  to  Mr.  Sedgwick  ;  he  ob- 
served, that  his  remarks  were  directed  to  human 
nature  at  large ;  he  considered  it  as  a  point  not  to 
be  controverted  that  temptation,  in  proportion  to 
its  extensive  and  flattering  prospects,  womd  always 
have  an  influence;  for  himself,  he  could  never 
wish  to  have  his  own  honor  and  integrity  put  to 
the  test.  He  subscribed  to  the  sentiments  of  Mr. 
Sedgwick,  respecting  the  sacred  nature  of  reputa- 
tion, and  repeated  the  lines  from  Shakspeare : 

**  H*  that  roba  m*  of  mj  good  name,"  Sc«, 
Mr.  White  said  he  disapproved  of  the  principle 
on  which  the  amendment  was  brought  forward. 
He  believed  the  aspersions  on  the  members  of 
Congress  were  totally  unfounded.  He  did  not 
doubt  but  speculations  had  been  carried  on  to  a 
very  ^reat  extent,  during  the  dependence  of  the 
Funding  Act;  but  this  could  not  be  avoided; 
men  would  venture  according  to  their  opinion  of 
the  final  event  of  the  measure,  and  prices  would 
consequently  fluctuate.  When  the  proposition  for 
discrimination  was  brought  forwaro,  the  price  of 
paper  fell:  when  it  was  rejected  the  price  rose 
again.  It  was  probably  the  same  with  regard  to 
the  State  Debts,  in  the  various  stages  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  surely  no  suspicion  of  improper  conduct 
could  fall  on  tnose  who  voted  uniformly  either  for 
or  against  the  measure.  Indeed  the  above  has 
generally  fallen  on  those  who  opposed  the  assump- 
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tion  in  the  extent  first  proposed,  and  voted  for  it 
as  finally  modified.  These  were  but  five  in  num- 
ber; they  were  easily  known;  three  yet  retain 
their  seats,  two  are  of  the  same  State  with  the 
gentleman  who  offered  the  amendment,  and  are 
not  now  znembers  of  the  House ;  that  he  was  of 
the  number,  and  he  was  confident  that  no  man 
applying  the  charge  of  speculation  to  himself  or  to 
any  one  of  those  who  voted  with  him,  woald  be- 
Keve  there  was  the  shadow  of  truth  in  it;  bat  he 
would  attend  to  the  discussion ;  and,  however  he 
might  dislike  the  reason  assigned  for  offering  the 
amendment,  if  he  found  any  good  likely  to  arise 
from  it,  wouid  give  it  his  vote. 

Mr.  If  SBCBftVs  remarks  brought  out  several  other 
members,  who,  severally  adverting  to  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  passing  the  Funding  Act, 
showed  that  though  th^  had  voted  for  the  system, 
that  they  were  not  influenced  by  personal  const- 
derations^ 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mbrgbr  was  repeatedly 
modified  and  altered,  and  then  further  debated. 

Mr.  Babhwell  said,  he  disapproved  of  the  mo- 
tion ;  it  appeared  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  mea- 
sure indeed;  the  ostensible  motive  is  to  prevent 
specalatioD,  but  it  will  have  directly  the  contrary 
effect  The  way,  in  his  opinion,  to  prevent  specu- 
lation, was  to  apprecuite  the  value  of  the  certificates 
in  the  hands  of  the  holders ;  but  what  wiU  be  the 
effect  of  this  measure?  it  will  lessen  the  value  of 
the  paper  iniaediately,  by  preventing  the  posses- 
sor from  transferring  the  propeKy.  This  he  con- 
sidered as  a  retrospective  measure,  and  that  the 
QoTerement  had  no  right  to  abridge  the  right  of 
transferring;  it  is  a  quality  of  the  property,  and 
cannot  be  taken  away  by  any  subsequent  law.  He 
considered  Che  measure  as  counteracting  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  biU  altogether,  the  design  of  which 
is  to  give  a  value  to  the  paper  in  the  hands  of  the 
owners.  In  every  view  of  the  proposition  he  was 
opposed  to  it ;  and  though  it  appears  designed  to 
benefit  the  distant  creditors,  yet  he  felt  so  fully 
persuaded  that  it  would  operate  to  the  disadvantage 
of  bis  constituents,  that  he  should  under  every 
modification  vote  against  iL 

Mr.  Madison  replied  to  Mr.  Barnwbll  ;  he  ob- 
served, that  the  gentleman  argued  from  proper 
principles,  if  they  had  been  applied  to  a  different 
case.  The  present  proposition  of  providing  for 
these  balances  is  a  voluntary  business,  which  this 
Government  is  under  no  obligation  to  engage  in ; 
but  having  engaged  in  it,  the  measures  it  may 
adopt  on  the  occasion,  have  no  necessary  reference 
to,  or  connexion  with  the  general  regulations  un- 
der which  the  paper  now  exists ;  the  Government 
may  make  just  what  arrangements  it  thinks  pro- 
per. The  provision  now  contemplated,  he  re- 
n»rked,  was  however  to  be  justified  on  its  own 
merits;  the  uses  and  the  consequences  resulting 
^m  it,  were  designed  to  be  salutary ;  and  with 
respect  to  persons,  remote  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, who  are  equally  entitled  to  protection  in 
^very  sense  with  those  who  reside  there,  they  would 
evidently  be  benefited  by  the  regulation. 
,  Mr.  MuftRAT  opposed  the  motion,  as  being  hos- 
tile to  the  public  &ith,  as  involving  an  infraction 
2o  Com.— 27 


of  that  faith,  so  far  at  least  as  the  value  of  the  cer- 
tificates have  been  enhanced  in  consequence  of 
what  has  already  been  done. 

SeveM  other  members  spoke  on  the  occasion ; 
and  the  motion  was  at  length  negatived  by  the 
Committee. 


Tuesday,  January  22. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his 
Report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wishart ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  manufacturers  of  cordage, 
lines,  and  packthread,  of  Providence,  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
said  manufacture,  by  repealing  the  drawback  of 
the  duties  imposed  oy  law  on  the  reshipment  and 
exportation  of  cordage,  twine,  and  packthread,  of 
foreign  manufacture;  and  allowing  a  drawback 
of  the  aforesaid  duties  on  foreign  hemp,  in  case  of 
its  being  manufactured  and  reshipped  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  otherwise,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress may  seem  meet 

Orderid,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Bbk/amim  Boubnk,  Mr.  Goodsub,  and  Mr. 
MooBB ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  WiLLiAXsoN,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  promote  commerce  by  the 
increase  of  American  seamen ;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  tlie  petition  of  Henry  Emanuel 
Luttcrloh,  made  on  the  8th  of  May  last :  where- 
upon, 

Heeohed,  That  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the 
Treasury  cause  the  account  of  Colonel  Henry 
£manuel  Lutterloh,  for  his  traveling  and  passage 
expenses,  incurred  in  coming  to  America  and 
joining  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  being 
seven  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars,  to  be  settled, 
and  the  amount  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
suiy  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Gkove, 
Mr.  ScHooNif  AKER,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  8TATE& 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  author- 
ize a  Loan,  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such 
States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them  upon 
a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States: 

Mr.  Mercbb*s  proviso  was  again  under  consi- 
deration, some  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Mbr- 
CBK  offered  the  proposition  in  a  new  form,  still 
preserring  the  original  object  respecting  trans- 
fers or  sales  of  certificates.  The  debate  was  renew- 
ed on  this  motion.  The  question  being  at  length 
taken,  the  proposition  was  negatived — 82  to  28. 
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The  second  section  being  rend,  Mr.  Stuboes 
moved  An  addition,  which  authorizes  the  States 
respectively  to  prescribe  the  several  species  of  the 
notes  or  certificates  which  shall  be  subscribed  to 
the  loan.    This  was  agreed  to. 

A  proviso  was  moved  by  Mr.  Williamson  to 
the  following  purport:  "That  no  certificate  of 
any  State  shall  be  considered  as  the  debts  of  the 
State  which  shall  not  be  recognised  as  such  by 
the  Legislature  thereof  within  twelve  months 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  subscribed.*'  With- 
out deciding  on  this,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress. 


Wbdkksdat,  January  28. 

The  Spbarbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Lietter 
from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  enclosing  a  re- 
turn of  the  election  of  William  Hindman,  to 
serve  as  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  for 
the  said  State,  in  the  room  of  Joshua  Sknbt, 
who  has  resigned  his  seat ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  member,  in  his  place,  laid  before  the  House 
a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  enclos- 
ing a  representation  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
said  State,  respecting  an  adjustment  of  a  blaim 
of  that  State  against  the  United  States,  for  the 
expense  of  certain  expeditions  against  the  Indians, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LOANS  AND  FINANCEa 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  certain  resolutions;  after  reading  which, 
he  proceeded  to  mention  the  reasons  which  had 
influenced  him  in  moving  them.  The  resolutions 
are  as  follows : 

**Retolvedt  That  the  President  of  tbb  Unitbd 
Statks  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  copies  of  the  authorities  under  which  loans  have 
been  negotiated,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  fourth  and 
twelfth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety,  together  with  copies  of  the  authorities  directing 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed. 

**  Jietolvid,  That  the  Pebsident  op  thb  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  fur* 
nishtid  with  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom,  and  to 
whom,  the  respective  payments  of  the  French  debt  have 
been  made  in  France,  pursuant  to  the  act  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  specifying  the  dates  of  the  respective  drafts  upon 
the  Commissioners  in  Holland,  and  the  dates  of  the  re- 
spective payments  of  the  debt  A  similar  statement  is 
requested  respecting  the  debts  to  Spain  and  Holland. 

"  Retdved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  exhibiting, 
half-monthly,  the  balances  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  including  the  seve- 
ral Branch  Banks,  from  the  commencement  of  those 
Institutions,  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-twa 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of  all 
moneys  which  may  have  come  into  the  Sinking  Fund, 
from  the  commencement  of  that  Institution  to  the  pre- 
sent time ;  specifying  the  particular  fund  from  which 
they  have  accnieci,  andexhioiting,  half-yearly,  the  sums 
uninvested,  and  where  deposited. 

'*  Jiesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 


directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  balance  of  all  ao- 
applied  revenues  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two^  spedfying  whether  ia 
money  or  bonds,  and  noting  where  the  money  is  de- 
posited; that  he  also  make  report  of  all  unapplied 
moneys  which  may  have  been  obtained  by  the  several 
loans  authorised  by  law,  and  where  such  moneys  are 
now  deposited.** 

The  resolutioQB,  said  Mr.  Giles,  have  grown  out 
of  the  embarrassments  I  have  met  with  in  attempt- 
ing to  comprehend  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  ef 
the  Treasury,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  this 
House  of  the  a7th  of  December,  1792,  exhibiting 
sundry  statements  respecting  foreign  loans.  TheK 
embarrassments  have  incresLsed  in  proportion  to  the 
attention  which  I  have  bestowed  on  the  sabiect; 
and  a  number  of  official  papers  to  which  I  have 
had  reference  for  information,  instead  of  elacidat- 
ing,  seem  rather  to  obscure  the  inquiry.  To  ob- 
tain necessary  information,  therefore,  is  the  object 
of  these  resolutions,  and  no  one  can  doabt  the  im- 
mediate applicability  of  this  information  to  a  biH 
now  lying  upon  your  table,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
imbursing the  loan  of  $2,000,000  made  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  opening  a  new  loan  for 
that  sum  abroad,  and  by  changing  the  application 
of  the  like  sum  already  borrowed  and  appropriated 
to  the  discharge  of  the  debt  to  France  finom  its 
original  destination  to  the  immediate  discharge  of 
the  debt  to  the  Bank. 

The  first  resolution  has  arisen  from  that  part  of 
the  printed  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tree* 
sury  which  exhibits  the  terms  upon  which  varioos 
loans  have  been  made  abroad,  but  neither  presents 
the  precise  authorities  under  which  those  negotia- 
tions have  been  made,  nor  the  precise  amount  of 
the  sums  borrowed  for  the  separate  and  distinct 
objects  of  the  two  acts  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Another  reason  has  more  strongly  suggested  the 
propriety  of  calling  for  the  information  requested 
by  this  resolution.  The  bill  now  upon  your  table, 
which  has  been  before  alluded  to,  contemplates  the 
whole  of  the  moneys  borrowed  from  abroad,  and 
now  on  hand,  as  being  originally  appropriated  to 
the  discharge  of  the  French  debt,  and  proposes  to 
change  the  original  destination  of  these  identical 
moneys;  and  the  reason  assigned  for  this  mea- 
sure  has  been  the  unsettled  state  of  affiurs  in 
France. 

In  the  printed  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  remarks  that  the  same  moneys  are 
applicable  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  appears 
strange,  that  after  express  and  distinct  appropria* 
tions  by  law,  that  any  misunderstanding  relative 
to  this  object  should  exist,  and  the  information 
called  for  may  possibly  explain  this  seeming  con- 
tradiction. 

The  second  resolution  has  arisen  from  that  part 
of  the  printed  Report  marked  B,  and  which  ex- 
hibits the  payments  made  to  France,  but  does  not 
furnish  the  names  of  the  persons  engaged  in  those 
negotiations,  nor  does  it  present  to  view^  the  length 
of  time  those  persons  have  been  possessed  of  the 
public  moneys,  by  stating  the  dates  of  the  re- 
spective drafts  in  Holland,  and  the  dates  of  the 
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actoal  application  of  the  moneys  to  the  discharge 
of  the  debt ;  and  it  is  evident  that  from  the  tiroes 
the  loans  are  respectively  created,  to  the  times  of 
the  actual  applieation  of  the  moneys  borrowed,  the 
United  States  are  paying  the  usual  interest  apon 
tlie  debt  intended  to  be  redeemed,  and  the  stipula- 
ted interest  upon  the  moneys  borrowed  for  the  re- 
demption. This  remark  is  eaualty  applicable  to  the 
{Miyments  of  other  foreign  dents  with  the  payments 
of  the  debt  to  France. 

The  third  resolution  has  arisen  from  calculations 
drawn  partly  from  the  last  page  of  the  printed 
report,  and  from  the  original  £mk  book  of  the 
United  States,  ft>om  which  it  appears  that  the  bal- 
ances in  Bank  in  favor  of  the  United  States  were  aa 
follows : 

In  Bank,  Philadelphia,  30th  May, 
1792,  and  16th  June,  same  year, 
in  branch  banks  -  -        ^676,962  56 

1792,  June  80th,  in  all  banks  in  the 

United  States       -  -  556,271  22 

July   28th  and   31st,  in  all 

banks  in  the  United  States  511,423  91 

August  25th,  30th,  and  31st, 
in  all  banks  in  the  United 
States       -  .  -  740,903  87 

On  the  Ist  of  June,  a  loan  was  negotiated  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  for  9 1 00,000,  at  6  per  cent  per  an- 
num.    On  the  1st  of  July,  another  loan  was  made 
upon  the  same  terms  for  the  like  sum.    On  the 
1st  of  August,  another  loan  was  made  upon  the 
same  terms  for  the  like  sum.    On  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember, another  loan  was  made   upon  the  same 
terms  for  the  like  sum.    It  appears  from  the  last 
page  of  the  printed  Report,  that  there  had  been 
drawn  into  America,  from  the  16th  of  December, 
1790,  to  the  27th  of  January,  1792,  of  the  moneys 
borrowed  abroad,  the  sum  of  2,663,621  florins,  2 
stivers,  and  6  deniers.    If  this  sum  were  unex- 
pended, and  lodged  in  the  bank  at  the  times  of 
making  these  loans,  (and  Congress  have  never  yet 
been  informed  of  any  deficiency  of  revenue,)  the 
[Jnited  States  will,  of  consequence,  have  paid  upon 
:he  moneys  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
^d  States,  from  15  to  17  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
wit :  they  will  have  paid  5  per  cent,  upon  the  ori- 
rinal  debt  to  France,  6  per  cent  upon  the  moneys 
borrowed  for  its  redemption,  exclusive  of  douceurs 
ind  other  charges,  snd  6  per  cent,  upon  the  sum 
>orrowed  of  the  bank,  which  may  be  deemed  part 
)f  this  deposits  made  in  the  Bank  by  the  United 
States.     But,  discarding  these  inferences,  it  must 
Lt  least  be  admitted  that  the  United  States  are 
laying  5  per  cent  for  the  loan  of  moneys  from 
he  Bank,  when  a  sum  larger  than  the  loan  itself, 
8  actually  deposited  in  Bank.    It  is  here  to  be  re-« 
narked,  that  a  balance  of  cash  is  admitted,  by  the 
rreasurer's  return,  to  have    been    in  his  hands 
in   the   31st  of  December,   1790,  amounting  to 
^3«342  43,  and  in  July   30,  1791,  tlie  sum  of 
1582,189  54. 

I  am  informed  that  bills  are  often  drawn  in  fa- 
or  of  the  Bank  for  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 
evenue  officers  in  distant  parts  of  the  United 
itAtes,  and  that  credit  is  entered  in  the  Bank  book 


upon  the  receipt  of  such  bills,  although  the  moneys 
may  not  actually  be  in  Bank  for  some  time  after 
the  credit  is  entered,  and  hence  it  is  inferred  that 
the  Bank-book  does  not  conclusively  show  the  real 
sum  in  Bank,  not  to  mention  that  such  bills  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  cash,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
credited  upon  the  receipt  of  them.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  there  is  a  regular  and  continual  in- 
flux of  moneys  into  the  Bank  by  the  operation  of 
these  bills.  It  is  not  very  material  whether  a  bill 
lodged  in  Bank  to-day,  should  be  paid  to-day,  pro- 
vided something  like  the  same  sum  should  be  paid 
in  consequence  of  a  bill  lodged  in  Bank  one  or  two 
months  ago,  and  the  bill  of  to-day  should  be  paid 
one  or  two  months  hence.  The  following  state- 
ment will,  in  some  measure,  explain  this  idea,  by  ex- 
hibiting half-monthly  the  balances  of  public  money 
in  all  the  banks,  about  the  mkldle  and  end  of  each 
month,  beginning  with  May,  1792,  and  ending  with 
December  of  the  same  year : 
May  ....       9340,322  11 

May  ....         332,116  36 

June         -  -  .  -         776,107  66 

June         .  .  -  .         623,272  22 

Julyl         ....  441.637  13 

July  -         -  -  -  -  521,426  91 

August     -  -  -  .  743,470  19 

August     ....  740,903  08 

September  ...         696,302  23 

September  ...         367,961  26 

October    -  -  -  -         456,895  52 

October    -  -  -  .  473,388  99 

November  ...         681,260  09 

November  -  -  -         811,212  61 

December  16        -  -  -       1,020,824  73 

December  22,  and  January  6 — 
last  returns  ...  790,642  1 1 
The  fourth  resolution  has  arisen  from  that  part 
of  the  printed  Report  which  remarks  that  the  re* 
Mue  of  the  turn  arawn/rom  Holland^  amounting 
to  91,668,188  27  it  applicable  to  the  purehaee  of 
the  public  debt  It  is  known  that  the  sum  of 
91)374,656  40,  being  the  surplus  of  the  revenue  up 
to  the  end  of  December,  1790,  was  originally  ap- 
propriated to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  that  the  surplus 
of  other  appropriations  have  been  applied  to  this 
fund,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  debt  purchased 
has  also  been  wholly  appropriated  to  its  increase. 
It  is  also  known  that  between  9l|l 00,000  and 
91)200,000,  and  no  more,  of  the  original  appropria- 
tion, have  been  really  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
the  debt;  it  is,  therefore,  somewhat  unaccounta- 
ble thai  so  large  a  sum  as  9lf668,188  should  be 
drawn  from  the  loans  abroad,  when  the  Sinking 
Fund  has  always  overflowed  from  domestic  re- 
sources, and  when  the  probability  of  purchasing 
is  extremely  lessened  by  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
paper  and  the  limitations  of  the  last  act  of  Con- 
gress upon  that  subject  It  would  not  be  deemed 
an  economical  arrangement  to  make  a  loan  of  so 
large  a  sum  of  money  upon  terms  by  no  meana 
honorable  or  advantageous,  and  appropriate  it  to 
the  purchase  of  the  debt  under  limitations  which 
would  forbid  its  investiture.  The  infonnation  called 
for  in  this  resolution  may  possibly  explain  these 
difficulties. 
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The  fifth  And  last  resolation  has  ari8en  from  that 
part  of  the  printed  Report  (page  5)  which  states 
the  whole  sums  drawn  from  Holland  to  amount  to 
92)304,769  13;  but  neither  immediately  presents 
to  view  the  balance  on  hand,  nor  informs  .where 
that  balance  is  deposited*  It  appears  by  the  Bank- 
book, that  the  whole  deposite  of  the  United  States 
in  Bank  at  this  time,  from  all  resources,  amounts 
to  ^790,642  11.  Uenee,  it  will  appear  from  a 
statement  partly  conjectural,  and  partly  founded 
upon  the  statements  in  the  printed  Report,  and 
some  official  documents,  that  91,554,861  43  remain 
unaccounted  for,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
account : 

Sum$  uhieh  ouffht  to  be  in  the  Treasury. 

Whole  moneys  drawn  from  Hol- 
land, as  stated  in  the  printed 
Report,  page  5    - 

Deduct  paid  for  St.  Domingo,  as 
stated  in  printed  Report,  page  5 


Leaves  a  balance  of 
Deduet  to  foreign  officers,  if  paid 

Leaves  a  balance  of 
Add  surplus  of  Sinking  Fund,  con- 

lectural  ... 

Add  surplus  of  revenue  of  1792, 

reported  at  •  -  - 


92,304,769 

455,263 

1,859,506 
191,316 

1,668,190 

400,000 

277,386 


Whole  amount  -  -  2,345,496 

Sums  not  taken  into  this  estimate :  FirsU  Any 
moneys  not  paid  of  the  9idi>316,  due  to  foreign 
officers.  Second.  So  much  moneys  in  Bank  as 
arose  from  the  revenues.  Third.  The  receipts  of 
the  current  year. 

From  this  aggregate  sum  of        -        92i345,495 
Deduct  in  Bank    -  -  -  790,642 


Balance  not  accounted  for 


1,554,853 


In  thin  lost  estimate,  cents  have  not  been  taken 
into  calculation,  which  makes  an  inconsiderable 
variation  in  some  of  the  sums. 

Another  circumstance  appears  somewhat  siuo 
gular :  in  the  printed  Report,  2,986,000  florins  are 
stated  to  have  been  drawn  from  Holland  in  the 
vear  1792.  In  the  Bank-book,  it  appears  from  the 
list  of  bills  drawn,  that  8,695,237  florins  were 
drawn  for  in  the  same  time.  This  difierence,  I 
presume,  may  admit  of  explanation  probably  from 
the  manner  of  negotiating  this  matter,  or  from 
some  casual  mistake.  It  deserves,  however,  to  be 
explained. 

It  appears  from  another  statement,  made  up  to 
the  Ist  of  April,  1793,  that  there  ought  to  be  at 
that  time  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury to  reimburse  the  loan  of  2,000,000  dollars  to 
the  Bank,  and  to  answer  all  the  other  purposes  of 
Government. 

Treoiurpt  Dr. 

April  1,  1793.    Balance  of  foreign 

loans      ....  $1,668,182  27 
Surplus  of  Sinking  Fund,  conjec- 
tural      ...  -    400,000  00 


Bonds  payable  in  December,  1792 
Bonds  payable  in  January,  1793  - 
Bonds  payable  in  February 
Bonds  payable  in  March  • 
Surplus  of  the  revenue  of  1792  - 
All  the  revenue  of  the  current 
year,  estimated  at 


400,126  00 
139,332  00 
S7,057  00 
202,447  00 
377,305  il 


-     1,000,000  00 


These  sums  make  the  mm  of    4,234,389  54 


Treatury^  Cr. 

Debt  to  Bank,  if  paid        -  -  $2,000,000  00 

One  quarter's  interest,  to  April, 
1793       -  -  -  - 

Bonds  payable  in  December,  if  ap- 
plied to  the  last  quarter's  interest        460,126  00 

One  quarter's  expenses  of  Army 
and  Government,  estimated  at    - 


TOO,000  00 


Deduct  this  sum  from 


400,000  00 


3,560,136  00 
.,    4,224369  54 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, if  the  debt  of  the  Bank  be 
paid    .... 


664,263  M 


The  papers  from  which  I  have  collected  theae 
statements  may  be  deceptive  in  themselves,  or  may 
be  Kubject  to  exphinations  from  others.  Candor, 
however,  induces  me  to  acknowledge  that  impre»* 
sions  resulting  from  my  Inquiries  into  this  subject, 
have  been  made  upon  my  mind,  by  no  means  favor- 
able to  the  arrangements  made  by  the  gentleman  &t 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department.  Bat  I  shall 
keep  myself  open  to  conviction,  in  case  of  any 
sufficient  explanation  which  may  be  hereafter  gives, 
and  I  now  avow  that  my  acknowledgment  of  mis- 
take shall  be  at  least  commensurate  to  any  conrie- 
tion  produced. 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  before  I  sit  down,  that 
we  have  been  legislating  for  some  years  without 
competent  official  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  or  revenues;  in  the  course  of  which 
time,  we  have  been  engaged  in  the  moat  import- 
ant fiscal  arrangements ;  that  we  have  authorized  a 
loan  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  more 
than  ^500,000,  when  probably  a  greater  sum  of 
public  money  was  deposited  in  the  Bank ;  that  we 
have  passed  a  vote  this  session,  authorizing  a  far- 
ther loan  for  9^00,000,  and  that  we  were  npoo  the 
point  of  authorizing  a  loan  abroad  for  $3,000,000, 
without  knowing  the  extent  of  the  authorities  at 
present  existing  for  borrowing,  the  amount  of 
moneys  on  hand  in  consequence  of  loans  already 
made,  or  the  application  of  the  moneys  which  may 
have  been  used ;  and  I  conceive  it  is  now  tiiae 
that  this  information  be  officially  laid  before  this 
House. 

The  said  resolutions  were  then  severally  sgreed 
to  by  the  House. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATE& 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  aothor- 
ize  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such 
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SUtee  as  shall  have  l^slanees  due  to  them  upon  a 
final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Williamson's  proyiso  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Maoon  offered  another,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Wil- 
li amboh^s;  the  purport  specifying  particularly  cer- 
tain notes  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which 
that  State  had  proscribed,  and  which  he  proposed 
should  be  excluded  from  the  loan  now  under  con- 
sideration. The  certificates  are  those  issued  at 
Warrenton,  in  1786;  certificates  to  pay  for  a  mi- 
litia expedition  against  the  Indians  in  1788 ;  and 
certificates  signed  Patrick  Traicen. 

Mr.  Williamson  withdrew  his  motion,  and  that 
moved  by  Mr.  Macon  was  agreed  to. 

Several  other  amendments  were  moved,  but  not 
agreed  ta 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  with  the 
discnasion  of  the  bill,  rose,  and  repoited  it,  with 
sundry  amendments.  The  House  took  the  same 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  MiRCKR  then  renewed  his  motion  for  a  pro- 
viso respecting  assignments  or  transfers  of  State 
certificates.  The  object  is,  to  exclude  from  the 
loans  all  certificates  so  tiansferred  or  assigned, 
from  the  first  nlay  of  January,  1798,  to  the  first  day 
of  Jane  following. 

Some  further  debate  took  place.  It  was  urged 
in  support  of  the  motion,  that  the  provision  now  to 
be  made  for  a  certain  description  of  creditors,  is 
merely  a  benefit ;  in  conferring  which,  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  annex  what  conditions  they 
thought  proper ;  that  it  was  the  doty  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  take  measures  to  prevent  those  at  a 
distance  from  the  SeU  of  Government  from  being 
speculated  upon,  to  their  great  injury  and  loss; 
that  imputations  have  been  thrown  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  in  respect  to  the  advan- 
tages taken  of  the  uninformed  on  the  first  assump- 
tion; and  therefore,  as  an  opportunity  is  now 
offered  to  the  House  to  purge  themselves  of  all 
suspicions  of  improper  motives,  the  amendment 
ought  to  take  place.  In  answer  to  the  objection 
on  the  provisoes  l>eing  retrospective,  it  was  said, 
^tt  it  had  relation  to  such  assignments  or  trans- 
fers only,  as  have  taken  phuse  since  this  act  origi- 
nated. 

In  opposition  to  the  proviso,  it  was  said,  that  the 
present  bill  was  not  merely  a  bounty  or  benefit 
conferred  on  the  creditors ;  it  is  a  measure  just, 
reasonable,  and  proper  in  itself;  and  on  this  prin- 
ciple only  it  is  to  be  justified.  It  was  further 
urged,  that  the  proviso  was  unconstitutional,  hav- 
ii^K  a  most  manifest  retrospective  operation,  inter- 
fering with  contracts  which  the  parties  at  the  time 
b«d  a  most  undoubted  right  to  make,  and  thus  al- 
tering the  value  of  their  property ;  it  was  reviving 
^0  principle  of  discrimination  between  the  original 
holders  and  the  assignees,  a  principle  that  bad  been 
"0  pointedly  reprobated  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
^gisUtiire  on  a  former  oeeasion. 

A  motion  wts  then  made,  and  seconded,  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  and  debate  arising  there- 
upon, an  adjournment  was  called  for,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thubsdat,  January  24. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  authorise  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of 
such  States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them, 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States ;  whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  adding,  to  the  end  of  the  second  section,  the 
following  proviso,  to  wit : 

"Provided,  That  no  such  notes  or  certificates  ahall 
be  subscribed  in  onv  name,  other  than  that  of  the 
original  owner,  if  living,  or  if  dead,  of  his  legal  repre- 
sentative, and  except  snch  as  are,  or  may  be,  transfer- 
red by  ezeeators,  administFatora,  or  assigna,  under  any 
bankrupt  act,  unleas  aooompaaied  with  an  affidavit,  cer- 
tified by  a  magistrate,  that  the  transfer  or  assignment 
to  the  party,  in  whose  name  and  behalf  the  subscription 
is  offered,  was  not  made  at  any  time  between  the  fir«t 
day  of  Januarv  and  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  thai 
such  party  is  the  true  and  bona  fide  proprietor  thereof:** 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  80,  nays  88,  as 
follows : 

TsAa.^John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Pindley,  Wil- 
liam R  Giles,  Christopher  Greenup^  Andrew  Gregg, 
Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister, 
Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  lioe,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Nathaniel  Nilea»  Alex- 
ander D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius  0. 
Schoonmaker,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham 
Venable,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

NAva-^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nidiolas 
Gilmaq,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  fiuger,  Philip  Key, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  John  Lauranee,  Amasa  Ijeamed, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Angus- 
tus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murrav,  Theodore  Sedg^ 
wick,  Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stuivea,  llKMnas  Snmpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting, 
after  Uie  word  "  State,*'  in  the  second  section,  the 
words  **  for  services  rendered,  or  supplies  furnished, 
during  the  late  war ;"  it  passed  in  the  negative ; 
yeas  29,  nays  80,  as  follows : 

TziUB.— John  Baptist  Ashe^  Abraham  Baldwin,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William 
Fiodley,  William  R  Giles,  Christopher  Greenup,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Na- 
thaniel liAicon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Hie- 
maa  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White, 
and  Hugh  Williamson. 

NATaF— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Shearjaslrab  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bonme,  Thomas 
Fitisimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  ITicholaa  Gtlman,  Benja- 


848 


:ii: 


TORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


844 


H.  OP  R.] 


Balanee9  due  eerUtm  States. 


[Jakuabt,  1718. 


min  Goodhue,  JftniM  Oordgn,  Tbomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Joho  Wilkes 
Kittera,  John  Laurance,  A  mafia  Learned,  George 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Tlieodore  Sedgwick,  Pe- 
ter SylTester,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonar- 
than  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Gteoige  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Todor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas 
Ward,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill  be  put  off  until  to-morrow. 


Faidat,  January  25. 

Mr.  Amib,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
Bented  a  bill  to  authorise  the  adjustment  of  a  claim 
of  Joseph  Henderson  against  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  granting  further 
compensation  to  certain  Receivers  of  Continental 
taxes ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  said  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the 
negative— yeas  22,  nays  24,  as  follows : 

TsAs.^-^bert  Benson,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomas 
FitS8imon^  Elbridge  Gerrv,  William  R  Gile^  Samuel 
Griffin,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Huger,  Aroasia  Learn- 
ed, Richard  Bland  Lee.  Samuel  Livermore,  James  Madi- 
son, John  Milledge,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter 
Svlvester,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Abraham 
Venable,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nays.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Elias 
Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jona- 
than Dayton,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Hillhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  George  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Andrew  Moore,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  and  Arte- 
mas Ward. 

So  the  said  bill  was  t*ejeeted. 

The  Spbaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  report  on 
the  petition  of  John  Manly;  which  irere  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BALANCES  DUE  CERTAIN  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes 
of  such  States  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States.     Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
further  to  amend  the  said  bill  as  follows,  to  wit : 
strike  out,  in  the  first  section,  the  words  "  within 

months,''  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  after  the  word 

*'  same,"  insert  **  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1794,"  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  ft9,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

TxAB. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell.  Egbert  Benson,  Shear- 
jashub Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
William  Fiodley,  William  B.  Giles^  Nicholas  QUman, 


Christopher  Greenup^  Andrei^  ^^^^^f  Samud  Giiffa, 
William  Barrv  Grove,  James  Hillhouse^  Israd  Jacobs, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Amaoa  Leaned, 
Richard  Bland  Lee^  Samuel  livemore,  James  Madi- 
son, John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joalah  Fiarker, 
Cornelius  C.  Sohoonroaker,  Theodore  Sed^idc,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  ^unuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sampler,  Abra- 
ham Tenable,  and  Alezimder  White. 

Nats. — Elias  Boudinot,  Abraham  dark,  T^Mtsom 
Fitssimons,  Elbridge  Gkrry,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Hotdss 
Hartley.  Daniel  Heister,  Daniel  Hnger,  John  Lsu* 
ranee,  Oeom  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Fredcridc 
Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel  Niles^  Pieter  Sylves- 
ter, John  Steele,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  TVedweH 
Thomas  Tudor  Tueker,  ArteoMS  Ward,  and  Hugh  Wa* 
liamson. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  biD  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time,  it  was  reaolTcd  in 
the  affirmative,  the  House  being  equally  divided, 
to  wit :  yeas  8),  nays  82,  and  the  Spkaxkb  declar- 
ing himself  with  the  yeas. 

The  yeas  and  nays  are  as  follows : 

Tba& — Jonathan  Trumbull,  Spemker,  Fisher  Ames, 
Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheai^ 
jashub  Benme,  Bmjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Deyiak, 
Thomas  Fitssimons,  Elbridge  Geny,  Nicholas  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley, 
James  Hillhoose,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Wilkea  Kitten. 
Jolm  Lauranoe,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Ijeonard,  Sam- 
uel Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberc,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  SmiUi,  Sam- 
uel Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturgea,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremish 
Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  William  Findley,  William  K  Giles,  Chris- 
topher Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffio,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister.  Israel  Jaeobe,  Philip 
Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Maoon,  James  Madison,  John  Francia  Meroei,  John 
Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  Alexander  D.  Onr,  John  Page,  Jonah 
Parker,  Cornelias  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  Joho  Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Ahrahaia 
Venable,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 


Satuedat,  January  26. 
The  Speaxsr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying his  account  of  expenditures  for  the  War 
Department,  from  the  1st  of  October,  to  the  Slsi 
of  December,  1792,  inclusive ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


MoNDAT,  January  28. 
BALANCES  DUS   CERTAIN   STATSa 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  a  Loan  in  the  cer- 
tificates or  notes  of  such  States  aa  shall  have  bal- 
ances due  to  them,  upon  a  final  settlement  of  ac- 
counts with  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  bill  being  on  its  passage** 

Mr.  Haetlbt  said :  I  have  attended  to  the  debates 
on  this  bill,  and  considered,  the  subject,  and  am 
fully  convinced  that  the  bill  should  pass.    By  the 
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act  for  aettling  lh«  aocoanto  between  the  United 
States  and  individual  States,  the  balances  were 
aasnmed  to  be  paid 'to  the  creditor  States.  The 
bill  under  consideration  gives  the  alternative  to 
the  State  (which  shall  be  found  a  creditor)  either 
to  reeeive  the  balance  herself  and  pay  it  to  her 
citizenn,  or  suffer  them  to  Aind  their  certificates 
with  the  General  Government  I  believe  it  will 
be  found,  on  experience,  most  convenient  to  the 
creditor,  and  least  expensive  to  the  people,  for  the 
creditors  to  subscribe  to  a  loan  with  the  General 
Government  This,  however,  will  rest  in  a  great 
measure  upon  the  individual  States.  Two  taxes 
will  be  more  expensive  to  collect  than  one;  and 
if  money  is  to  go  through  two  hands  instead 
of  one,  in  generid  it  is  attended  with  a  double 
eharge. 

It  is  said,  that  the  bill  will  offer  a  new  field  for 
speculation.  It  is  possible  that,  to  a  certain  degree, 
there  may  be  weight  in  the  observation ;  but  after 
the  experience  we  have  had,  the  holders  of  certifi- 
cates will  not  be  easily  imposed  upon;  and  if  the 
eertifieates  of  the  individual  States  would  be 
equalized,  I  am  led  to  believe,  that  it  would  be  of 
service  to  the  community.  They  might,  in  a  con- 
siderable degree,  act  as  a  medium  in  commerce, 
and  in  the  transfer  of  property;  but  whilst  they 
renuda  at  different  values,  they  will  be  mere  ob- 
jscts  of  speculation.  I  regret  exceedingly  the  great 
inequality  of  fortune,  which  has  arisen  among  citi- 
zens, by  the  speculations  in  our  paper;  but  in  a 
great  and  mighty  revolution,  some  partial  evils 
must  be  expected,  to  obtain  a  general  good.  We 
are  bound  to  pay  our  debts.  I  do  not  Uiink  that  a 
large  national  debt  is  a  blessing,  but  it  is  of  high 
importance  that  the  Government  which  is  in  debt 
should  so  dispose  of  it,  as  to  do  as  little  injury  as 
possible,  and  if  the  same  is  practicable,  produce  a 
partial  good. 

In  Pennsylvania  our  affiiirs  appear  to  be  in  the 
highest  state  of  prosperity ;  the  ikrmer  compenaa- 
^  for  his  labor;  the  mechanic  everywhere  fully 
employed  and  amply  paid;  commerce  fiourishing. 
Objections  have  been  made  against  the  law;  yet 
I  imagine  if  it  is  published,  and  the  reasons  for 
enacting  it  l(Down,.the  public  opinion  of  the  State 
I  represent,  will  be  in  favor  of  it  If  we  pass  the 
^t  this  session,  we  shall  save  the  next  Congress 
from  mpch  trouble  and  perplexity.  We  act  now 
upon  pnociple,  without  knowing  how  the  balances 
^li  operate.  If  the  creditor  and  debtor  Sutes 
^'ere  known,  it  would  be  found  exteedingly  diffi- 
cult to  reconcile  the  several  interests.  Remember 
|he  Repreaentotive  bill ;  the  Government  had  like 
Y^  have  been  dissolved,  on  account  of  the  various 
laterests. 

Muchhas  been  said  about  the  interested  motives 
J>i  members.  I  may  here  say  that  I  do  not  belong 
u>  that  class  called  aristocrats,  (if  such  there  is 
Among  us.)  I  have  always  supported  the  rights 
01  the  people,  according  to  the  best  of  my  judg. 
^Qt  and  abilities.  I  have  almost  in  every  in- 
■^^  received  their  approbation  of  my  public 
fondQet.  In  the  present  question  I  am  not  more 
^Wrested  than  any  other  citizen ;  I  have  no  cer- 
^locatea,  I  ua  no  public  creditor  of  any  sort    I 


mean  to  act  upon  principle,  and  vote  for  the  passing 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Page,  having  moved  the  previous  question, 
said  that,  in  consequence  of  his  aversion  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  House,  which  he  always  regarded 
as  precious,  he  generally  waited  for  the  question, 
without  troubling  the  House  with  his  reasons  for 
his  vote,  always  satisfied  if  what  occurred  to  him 
in  support  of  it  was  offered  by  any  other  member, 
who  might  be  better  heard  and  understood — but 
that,  when  the  names  of  the  voters  were  to  be 
held  up  to  the  public  view,  and  when  the  vote  he 
meant  to  give  had  been  represented  by  some 
members,  for  whom  he  had  the  highest  respect,  as 
injurious  to  public  creditors,  as  retrospective,  and 
therefore  nnoonstitutional  in  its  operation,  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  endeavor  to  justify  his 
vote. 

If  the  creditors,  Mr.  Sfsaxsb,  who  are  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  before  you,  were,  by  the  amend- 
ment, excluded  from  an  applksation  to  their  debtor, 
or  were  the  General  Government  the  only  body 
to  whom  they  could  look  for  payment  or  common 
justice,  I  would  most  scrupulously  avoid  inter- 
fering with  their  claims;  or,  did  the  bill  extend 
its  influence  to  all  the  creditors  of  the  States  im- 

Sartially,  I  might  listen  to  some  objections  which 
ave  been  made  to  a  discrimination,  said  to  be 
produced  by  the  amendment  But,  sir,  granting 
all  that  has  been  objected  to  have  its  full  force,  I 
only  find  that  such  creditors  of  creditor  States 
(for  no  others  are  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill)  as 
may  not  be  able  to  establish  their  claims  founded 
on  a  speculation,  which  was  grounded  on  a  sup- 
position that  this  bill  would  pass,  without  the 
amendment  now  proposed,  will  only  be  left  where 
thev  are,  and  where,  in  my  opinion,  they  ought  to 
be  1eft--lhat  is,  to  look  to  their  original  contract ; 
and  I  do  not  contribute  to  seduce  tt^m  firom  their 
attachment  to  their  State,  and  from  thdr  reliance 
on  its  plighted  fnlth.  I  wish  not  to  see  them  de- 
luded into  an  acceptance  of  four  per  cent  interest 
from  the  Greneral  Government  of  the  United 
States,  instead  of  six  from  their  respective  States, 
which  I  believe  are  willing  and  able  to  comply 
with  their  engagements.  But  sir,  if  I  were  even 
an  advocate  for  the  assumption  and  for  the  com- 
plicated Funding  System,  I  should  vote  for  the 
amendment  now  proposed;  because  I  think  with 
my  colleagues  [Measrs.  Madison  and  Giles]  and 
the  memMr  from  Maryland  [Mr.  MbbcsbJ  that 
it  is  not  only  well  calculated  to  prevent  an  im- 
proper scramble  among  speculators  for  the  sup- 
posed benefit  of  the  bill,  but  is  proper  to  rescue  the 
members  of  Congress  from  temptation,  as  welj  as 
from  suspicion  of  speculatiuff  ou  their  own  laws. 
I  therefore  think,  8ir,  I  can  hbnestly  and  conscien- 
tiously vote  for  the  amendment. 

Whilst  I  am  up,  (said  Mr.  P.,}  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  remarking  that  those  gentlemen  who  so 
loudly  and  warmly  replied  to  the  member  from 
Maryland,  and  supposed  they  were  vindicating 
the  honor  of  the  House,  in  my  opinion  were  greatly 
mistaken;  their  conduct  tended  to  check  free  de- 
bate and  bold  investigation,  nnd  their  remarks 
respecting  newspaper  information  might  be  a  dan- 
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gerous  check  to  the  freedom  of  the  press.  What 
avails  the  declaration  of  our  Constitution  respect- 
ing the  freedom  of  the  press,  if  it  may  be  restrained 
bv  the  conduct  of  members  in  either  House  of 
Cfongress?  And  surely  it  may  be  restrained  by 
such  remarks  as  have  been  so  warmly  made  by 
members  here,  merely  on  a  member's  stating  in- 
formation in  his  place,  and  referring  to  newspapers 
for  further  confirmation.  Bold  must  be  the  printer, 
and  on  a  broad  basis  of  a  large  subaoription  must 
he  stand,  who  can  repeat  information  so  severely 
quoted  in  this  House.  The  honor  of  the  House 
Can  never  be  vindicated  by  such  expressions;  on 
the  contrary,  they  may  lead  our  constituents  to 
si^ppose  that  at  least  passions  prevail  here,  and  ani- 
mosities exist,  which  ought  to  nave  no  place  among 
us ;  and,  indeed,  such  conduct  may  tend  directly  to 

Sroduce  consequences  of  a  serious  nature  to  mem- 
ers  concerned  in  debate. 

Mr.  Madison  remarked,  that  an  amendment 
now  incorporated  in  the  bill  has  changed  its  prin- 
ciples altogether.  It  was  contemplated  by  the 
original  bill  to  provide  for  debts  incurred  only  for 
the  support  of  the  war;  but  by  this  amendment, 
debts  are  to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan  which  were 
created  subsequent  to  the  period  in  which  those 
debts  originated  that  have  been  hitherto  called 
debts  of  the  United  States.  Another  amendment 
has  been  added,  which  postpones  the  subscription 
to  a  period  so  distant  as  to  anticipate  the  proper 
business  of  a  subsequent  Legislature,  which  will 
be  more  competent  to  decide  upon  it  than  this 
House  is.  The  gentleman  who  brought  forward 
this  motion,  assigned  as  a  reason,  that  by  this  post- 
ponement the  Senate  would  have  a  control  over  the 
subject  which  they  would  not  have  without  passing 
the  bill,  and  with  this  amendment. 

Mr.  M.  reprobated  the  idea  of  controlling  the  de- 
liberations of  a  subsequent  Legislature.  He  said 
the  ground  of  the  bill  was  changed.  The  post- 
ponement of  the  subscriptions  renders  it  entirely 
unnecessary  for  the  present  Congress  to  decide 
upon  it.  He  was  in  favor,  therefore,  of  postponing 
it,  and  of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Gerrt  said  he  did  not  expect  this  opposition 
to  the  bill,  at  this  stage  of  the  business,  especially 
from  genUemen  who  had  advocated  the  Yery  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  bill  is  founded,  viz :  a  provision 
for  the  balances  which  shall  be  found  due  on  a  final 
settiement  of  the' accounts.  The  motion  for  the 
previous  question  is  founded  on  the  remonstrance 
of  the  State  of  Virginia;*  a  State  which  Justly 
has  the  reputation  of  being  wise  in  her  councils 
and  decisions,  but  on  the  present  occasion  is  single 
and  alone  in  her  conduct  in  regard  to  this  subject 
No  other  State  has  come  forward  with  such  a  re- 
monstrance against  the  act  and  doings  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature.  He  concluded,  therefore,  that 
in  this  instance  at  least,  that  State  is  in  an  error ; 
especially  as  the  grounds  of  her  complunts  have 
been  obviated.  He  then  adverted  to  the  general 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  showed  that  they  were 


*  Mr.  Tkom  bad  called  for  the  rotdlngr  of  the  prooeodkigi  of 
ihe  LegUlature  of  the  State  of  VirgtnlA  relative  to  the  ftmdlDg 
tjBlem,  particularly  the  aasumptlon  of  the  State  debta.  Tbeae 
proceedinga  were  accordingly  read. 


perfectly  consonant  to  the  existing  proTisions  mide 
by  former  acts  of  the  Government,  respecting  the 
balances  which  shall  appear  Uf  be  due  to  the  seve- 
ral States.  He  alluded  next  to  the  several  provisos 
and  amendments  of  the  bill  which  had  beeo  in- 
grafted in  it,  to  accommodate  it  to  the  wishes  of 
those  who,  notwithstanding,  appeared  to  be  as  much 
opposed  to  it  as  ever.  He  was  really  surprised  and 
confounded  at  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  in  the 
Opposition.  He  noticed  briefly  the  justice  of  the 
claims  of  the  creditors ;  and  concluded  by  observizig 
that  there  were  already  suflBcient  difficiilties  to 
embarrass  the  operations  of  this  Govemmeiiti  and 
he  conceived  that  the  oppo»tion  to  messnres  cd- 
culated  to  doing  justice  in  this  particular  case,  was 
calculated  to  increase  those  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments. 

Mr.  Ambs  reprobated  the  idea  of  patting  the 
previous  question.  After  a  discussion  of  three 
weeks,  it  is  now  proposed  to  prevent  a  decisioQ  of 
the  subject  He  considered  this  as  a  Terjr  nn&ir 
and. unjustifiable  mode  of  procedure;  soch  an  ooe 
as  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  oo  ma- 
ture reflection,  would  not  themselves  justify.  He 
then  noticed  the  scope  of  the  arguments  offered  in 
support  of  the  previous  question,  and  urged  a  va- 
riety of  considerations  to  show  that  the  {>resect 
was  the  most  favorable  time  to  decide  the  qaestion. 
He  deprecated  the  consequences  of  a  poetpone- 
ment ;  it  would  be  considered  as  a  dental  of  justice 
on  the  part  of  the  present  Legislature,  and  as 
placing  the  creditors  in  the  most  uncertain  situation 
as  to  their  future  fate ;  in  short,  he  conceived  it  was 
such  an  evasion  of  justice  as  might  put  the  country 
in  a  flame. 

Mr.  Giles  replied  to  Mr.  Ames.  He  conceived 
the  consequences  would  be  directiy  the  reverse 
(torn  those  he  had  anticipated ;  he  thought  those 
who  were  to  be  benefited,  who  were  comparatively 
but  a  small  number,  would  not  put  the  country  in 
aflame:  the  danger  was,  that  those  who  wonld 
suffer  by  the  burdens  which  would  result  fixMn  the 
measure,  would  be  thrown  into  a  flame.  He  thai 
entered  into  a  general  consideration  of  the  subject, 
and  urged  a  variety  of  reasons  against  the  bill,  and 
in  favor  of  putting  the  previous  question.  Mr.  G. 
also  enlarged  on  the  impropriety  of  precipitating 
the  subject  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Whfte  said  he  had,  last  session,  roted 
against  the  bill  for  assuming  the  State  debts,  but 
he  should  vote  for  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion. In  this  he  thought  he  was  perfectly  consist- 
ent, as  there  was  a  radical  difference  between  the 
two.  The  former  was  a  proposition  for  assuming 
all  the  debts  of  all  the  States — the  same  which 
had  been  originally  proposed  at  New  York,  and 
which  he  had  uniformly  opposed.  The  present  is 
only  for  assuming  to  the  amount  of  the  balances 
which  may  be  due  to  creditor  States:  this  he 
always  approved.  He  said  he  had  heard  but  one 
argument  against  the  propriety  of  coming  to  an 
hnmediate  decision,  which  appeared  to  have  any 
weight — ^that  was,  the  unequal  and  imperfect  re- 
presentation. This,  he  said,  was  a  circumstance 
which  he  felt  as  sensibly  as  any  member  of  the 
I  House,  and  if  the  proposition  was  to  impose  bur^ 
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dens  on  the  peoole,  or  to  change  an  established 
s  jBtem,  he  should  hesitate  before  he  agreed  to  it ; 
but  neither  of  these  was  the  present  case ;  no  addi- 
tional sums  were  to  be  raised  by  the  bill,  and  no 
cJiange  made  in  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  bal- 
ances without  the  approbation  of  the  States  to 
\vhich  they  may  be  due. 

Havinp^  thns  obviated  this  objection,  he  said,  he 
-w^onld  give  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  be- 
lieve the  matter  ought  now  to  be  decided.    He 
observed  that,  perhaps,  it  might  have  been  well 
had  the  subject  not  been  brought  forward,  con- 
sidering the  opposition  which  had  taken   place. 
He  did  not,  however,  censure  the  gentleman  who 
introdaoed  it ;  that  ffentlemaa  had,  as  well  as  him- 
self, been  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  respect- 
ing'   the    assumption,  from  tine  commencement 
And  he  declared  he  did  not  expect,  when  the  re- 
solutions were  laid  on  the  table,  that  an  objection 
would  be  made  to  them ;  and  it  was  probable  as 
little  mpprehension  was  entertained  by  the  mover 
of  the  resolutions ;  but  he  thoueht  the  manner  in 
which  the  bill  had  been  opposed,  and  in  which  it 
had   been  supported,  required  an  immediate  de- 
cision.    It  had  been  made  the  criterion  of  the 
public  faith  of  the  Government,  and  of  the  fidelity 
of  its  officers.    Those  who  were  in  fiivor  of  the< 
bill,  alleged,  as  one  reason  in  support  of  it,  that 
when  the  balances  were  known,  the  debtor  States 
would  not  asree  to  make  provision  for  those  bal- 
ances, agreeably  to  the  existing  law.   He  believed 
that  this  suggestion  was  unfounded ;  he  did  not 
believe  it  was  possible  that  any  man,  whom  the 
oonfidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  should  place  on 
this  floor,  would  ever  refuse  to  carry  that  law  into 
effect     He  considered  it  as  one  of  the  pillars  of 
the  Constitution — a  solemn  compact  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  States — and  he  be- 
lieved if  ever  this  Qovemment  should  be  guilty 
of  so  gross  a  breach  of  faith,  in  a  matter  of  import- 
ance sufficient  to  attract  the  general  notice  or  the 
citizens^  that  there  was  an  end  to  the  Government 
itself.    It  was  a  Government  founded  on  opinion  j 
and  when  the  opinion  of  the  people  ceased  to  sup- 

gort  it,  the  Government  must  fall.  On  the  other 
and,  the  bill  had  not  been  opposed  on  its  merits. 
No  gentleman  had  attemptea  to  point  out  the  in- 
dividual or  the  description  of  men  who  would  be 
injured  by  the  operation  of  the  bill:  they  had 
opposed  it  wholly  on  collateral  circumstances; 
they  had  supposed  that  if  the  States  who  had 
debts  due  to  their  citizens  should  have  their  bal- 
ances discharged  by  assuming  those  debts,  that 
they  would  oppose  the  payment  of  the  balances 
to  States  which  have  no  creditors.  It  had  like- 
wise been  alleged,  that  the  Commissioners  for  set- 
tling aeoonnts  might  conduct  themselves  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  render  a  legislative  interposition 
necessarv,  to  arrest  the  measures  consequential  on 
the  settlement  He  had  no  apprehension  of  such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  v>)mmi8sioners,  and 
could  not  legislate  on  a  supposition  that  they 
would  conduct  themselves  in  a  manner  so  very  im- 
proper ;  but  if  they  did,  he  could  not  see  that  the 
change  in  the  payment  of  the  balances  could  have 
any  effect     If  the  Legislature  could  interfere 


where  States  were  concerned,  they  might  do  the 
same  in  the  case  of  individuals,  tf ut  as  jealousies 
had  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the  members,  and 
as  both  sides  of  the  House  seemed  to  consider  the 

Eassing  this  bill  as  giving  a  greater  force  and  sta- 
ility  to  the  act  for  settlinp^  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  individual  States,  it  was  a 
stronff  reason  with  him  to  give  his  assent  to  it 
It  had  been  said  the  passing  the  bill  by  so  small  a 
majority  would  occasion  discontent  and  uneasi* 
ness  among  the  people.  This  might  be  the  case, 
but  the  same  reason  is  equally  applicable  to  a  re- 
jection of  the  bill  by  a  small  majority.  But  who 
are  most  likely  to  be  dissatisfied?  Those  who 
by  a  rejection  of  the  bill  would  feel  themselves 
imured,  at  least  disappointed  in  their  expectations 
of  advantage ;  or  those  who,  notwithstanding  its 
passage,  would  be  left  in  their  present  condition  P 
He  believed,  the  former :  so  that  as  far  as  that  ar- 
gument had  any  weight,  it  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill 

Mr.  Murray  was  in  favor  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. He  thought  the  present  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness was  the  most  proper  to  call  for  that  question. 
It  would,  he  said,  have  been  justly  exceptionable 
had  the  question  been  called  previous  to  debate, 
but  now  it  was  strictly  proper.  Adverting  to  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  he  oojected  to  it  as  an  infraction 
of  the  Funding  System ;  that  system  provides  for 
funding  the  oalances  in  favor  of  the  States,  not 
the  individual  creditors.  On  this  principle  he 
considered  the  bill  as  establishing  a  dangerous 
precedent,  and  as  affording  a  pretext  for  future  in- 
fractions and  mutilations  of  that  system. 
'f  Mr.  M.,  adverting  to  certain  observations  which 
had  been  thrown  out  respecting  the  uneasiness 
which  was  said  to  exist  in  some  of  the  States,  in- 
formed the  House,  that  with  respect  to  the  State 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  the  greatest  ap- 
parent satisfaction  with  the  measures  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  prevailed.  It  is  true,  said  he,  my 
constituents  feel  the  pressure  of  taxes  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  their  fellow- citizens,  but  they 
discover  no  disposition  to  complain ;  they  consider 
the  public  burdens  as  the  price  of  their  liberties 
and  independence,  and,  under  this  idea,  submit  to 
them  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness ;  at  the  same 
time  confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
Government  that  their  impositions  will  be  regu- 
lated according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  nation, 
and  that  no  unnecessary  taxes  will  ever  be  laid. 
He  thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much,  as  he 
conceived  too  hi^h  a  coloring  had  been  given  to 
some  representations  which  the  fancy  of  members 
had  brought  forward  in  their  zealous  opposition 
to  the  bin. 

The  previous  question  being  called  for  by  five 
members,  to  wit :  **  Shall  the  main  question,  that 
the  said  bill  do  pass,  be  now  put  ?"  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  33,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son,  Ellas  Boudinot  Sheaijasbub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathaa  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitssimons,  El- 
bridge  Oerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Da- 
niel Huger,  Philip  Key,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  John 
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Laurance,  Amasa  Leamed,  Oeorge  Leonard,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenbei^,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stur^es,  Thomas  Sampler,  Oeorsc 
Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  Artemaa  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

Nats.— John  .Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
Abraham  Clark,  William  Fmdlej,  William  R  Giles» 
Christopher  Ghreenup,  Andrew  Ore^,  Samuel  Oriffin, 
William  Barry  OroTe,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel  •Jacobs, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Nilea, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joeiah  Paricer,  Come- 
liua  C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Venable, 
Hugh  Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

The  main  queation,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass, 
being  now  pat,  it  was  resoWed  in  the  affirmative, 
the  Uonse  being  equally  divided,  viz. :  yeas  32, 
nays  32,  and  the  SpeaKEB  declaring  himself  with 
the  yeas. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

TxAS.— Jonathan  Trumbull,  Speaker,  Fisher  Ames, 
Robert  Bamwell.Egbert  Benson,  filias  Boudinot,  Shear- 
jashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman, 
Benjamin  Ooodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley, 
JAmes  Hillhonse,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg. 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Alexander  White. 

NATa.*-JohB  Baptist  Aahe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  William  Findley,  WUliam  B.  Giles,  Chnsto- 
l^ter  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin*  William 
banry  Grove,  Danid  Heister,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  I^ee,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Nile% 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 
C.  Schoonmaker,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John 
Steele,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham'  Venable,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  pent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  <'  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Conrts 
of  the  United  States,' "  be  discharged  from  the 
fhrther  consideration  of  the  same ;  and  that  the 
said  bill  be  conunitted  to  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Hill- 
house,  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Whits,  and 

Mr.  KiTTSRA. 

A  Message  vras  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  with  an  official  statement 
of  the  expenditures  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792, 
from  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  granted  to 
defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  Government,  hj 
an.  act  passed  en  the  26th  of  March,  1790;  aUso, 
an  abstract  of  a  supplementary  arrangement  made 
in  the  District  of  North  Ckux)hna,  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain survers,  to  &cilitate  the  execution  of  the  law 
laying  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  said  Message 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HALF-PAY  TO  WIDOWS  AND  OBPHA8S. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CSommittee  of 
the  Whole  Hoose  on  the  motion  of  the  ISth  in- 
stant, for  making  provision  of  halfjpay  for  seven 
years  to  the  widows  and  orphans  ot  aoch  offieen 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  as  have  been 
killed  in  the  service  since  the  third  dliy  of  Jone, 
1764,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  killed  in  &e  ter- 
vice  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HARTL'feT,  whoibronght  forward  the  motion, 
moved  to  strike  out  June  3, 1784,  and  inseit  4th 
dayof  Mazdi,  1789. 

Mr.  LlYEBMOBB  said  he  shonld  be  in  &vor  of 
the  motion  if  it  went  as  far  back  as  the  year  1775^ 
and  comprehended  the  widows  and  orphians  of  the 
officers  of  the  Army  killed  within  two  yean  from 
the  oommenoement  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  he  shonld  eonsid^itMi 
duty  to  move  for  an  amendment  to  the  propoo- 
tion,  in  the  pro^p^ss  of  its  discussion,  by  initoin^ 
a  clause  to  provide  for  the  ^^dows  and  orphsm  d 
the  officers  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  stated  the  reasons  on  vAa^ 
he  supposed  provision  had  not  been  made  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  officers  which  wen 
killed  during  the  period  alluded  to  by  the  gentle- 
man firom  New  Hampshire;  one  principal  one 
was,  that  the  new  Government  was  not  autharized 
by  the  Constitution  to  create  any  demands  againiC 
the  United  States ;  the  Government  was  boond  to 
take  up  the  debts  as  they  found  them.  TheoU 
Grovemment  had  not  recognised  the  daimi  of 
those  widows  and  orphans  uluded  to.  With  re- 
spect to  the  present  resolution,  he  was  opposed  to 
the  amendment ;  he  thought  it  ought  to  go  hft^ 
to  June,  1784,  the  oommencement  of  the  present 
Indian  war.  He  should  move  for  other  amend- 
menta  to  the  resolution,  that  it  shonld  ]m>vide  not 
only  for  those  who  may  fall  by  the  sword,  bat  for 
such  as  die  in  the  pubUc  service.  He  sh«mld  alio 
be  for  extending  the  {wovinon  to  the  widows  nod 
orphans  of  the  officers  of  the  mUitia.  He  ccmsi- 
dered  it  as  a  most  disgraeefnl  thing  to  a  Govern- 
ment not  to  make  provision  for  the  families  of 
those  who  sacrificed  their  Uvea  in  the  oaun  o( 
their  country. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  June  3, 1784,  vai 
put  and  earried.  The  other  part  of  the  motion,  to 
insert  4th  day  of  Mareh,  1789,  was  apt  put,  being 
superceded  by  a  motion  for  the  Committee's  rudng. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  progreis. 


Tuesday,  January  29. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition  of  ^onus 
Wishart     Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  Thomas  Wishart  is  entitled  to 
the  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  15th  of  November,  1776  until  the 
15th  of  October,  1781 1  and  that  the  Comptro^er 
of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  settle  and  adjnst 
the  acpount  of  the  said  Thomas  Wishart  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  hills  be  brought  in,  por- 
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sujmt  to  the  aaid  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Paucbb, 
Mr.  GoRDox,  and  Mr.  Ashi^  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Mr.  Bbnson,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Beaton,  made  a 
report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  **  An  act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;'*  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made 
sereral  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  scTendly 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bjr  the  House. 

The  said  bill,  together  with  the  amendments 
thereto,  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
aet  to  r^ulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,^' 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  thejr  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  Use- 
ful Arts;*^  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Comaiittee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


WmlinDAT,  January  80. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  William  Hikdvak, 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  for  the  State  of 
Maryland,  in  the  room  of  Joshua  Senbt,  who  has 
resigned  his  seat,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid 
Penaions."    Whereupon, 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
regulate  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,  were  taken 
into  consideration.  Being  read,  it  was  moved  that 
the  bill  should  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

This  motion  was  objected  to  as  it  would  set  the 
^ole  subject  afloat,  and  might  in  Its  consequences 
preclude  the  Senate  from  an  opportunity  of  reced- 
ing from  their  amendments,  and  agreeing  to  the 
bill  as  it  passed  the  House. 

In  answer  to  this  objection,  it  was  said,  that  the 
amendments  involved  an  entire  new  principle,  a 
principle  which  had  not  been  discussed  in  the 
House ;  and  that  is,  they  make  distinction  in  the 
situation  of  those  invalids  whose  cases  have  been 
decided  on  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  of 
the  persons  whose  claims  have  been  examined  by 
the  judges.  The  cases  of  the  latter  are  not  recog- 
nized by  the  amendments. 

The  motion  for  recommitting  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  and  the  subject  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

PROMOTION  OF  THK  USEFUL  ARTS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "  An  aet  to  promote  the  progress  (tf 

Useful  Arts." 


The  motion  oflered  by  Mr.  Whitb,  the  purport 
of  which  is,  to  amend  the  first  section  by  striking 
out  what  relates  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and 
inserting  a  clause  which  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  officer  to  be  denominated  ^^  the  Director 
of  Patents,"  was  further  considered. 

Mr.  LivBRMOBK  objected  to  the  form  of  the 
amendment  as  indirectly  providing  for  a  new  estab- 
lishment 

Mr.  Whitb  withdrew  his  motion,  and  offisred  the 
following,  in  substance,  in  lieu  of  it: 

**  That  an  office  shall  be  eaUbltthed  for  the  pnrpoM 
of  granting  patent^  veetine  in  the  autly>rs  or  useful 
inventiooa  and  diaooveries  the  exclusive  right  to  their 
inventions  and  diaooveries :  said  office  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  an  officer  to  be  denominated ." 

Mr.  LivsRMOBS  said  he  liked  this  motion,  because 
it  brought  the  subject  du-ectly  before  the  Commit- 
tee. This  object,  however,  he  disliked ;  it  soun4ed 
like  a  provision  for  granting  ■  dollars  per 

annum — a  sound  which  he  was  always  averse  to* 
He  was  altogether  in  £ivor  of  devolving  the  busi- 
ness on  some  officer  already  appointed :  the  Seore- 
tary  of  State  he  mentioned  as  a  proper  officer  to 
superintend  this  subject. 

Mr.  Paob  said  he  should  not  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment if  he  thought  a  salary  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. He  supposed  that  provision  might  be 
made  for  the  officer  without  recurring  to  a  salary : 
he  alluded  to  fees  from  the  patentees.  He  ob- 
jected to  devolving  the  subject  on  the  officer  of 
the  Mint,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  interfer- 
ing with  the  essential  duties  of  those  officers ;  and, 
thouffh  the  gentlemen  at  present  in  those  offices 
are  abondantlv  qualified  to  execute  the  duty,  yet  it 
may  happen  that  persons  may  hold  those  appoint- 
ments at  some  future  time  not  qualified  for  this 
particular  service. 

Mr.  MuBBAT  observed  that  the  amendment  con- 
templated the  appointment  of  one  officer  only,  and 
that  to  be  fixed  at  the  seat  of  Qovemment  He 
suggested  several  considerations  in  &vor  of  invest- 
ing the  Judges  of  the  District  Courts  with  the 
power  of  granting  patents  in  the  several  States,  for 
the  greater  accommodation  of  the  citixens,  and  the 
more  extensive  encouragement  of  genius.  He  waa 
in  favor  of  giving  greater  facility  to  the  issuing 
of  patents  t£ui  1ms  hitherto  been  considered  aa 
advisable. 

Mr.  Whitb  said  he  thought  the  gentleman^s  idea 
would  not  do,  as  patents  might  be  issued  in  the 
diflferent  parts  or  extremes  of  the  Union  lor  the 
same  invention. 

Mr.  MuBBAT  said  that  he  conceived  a  remedy  for 
this  inconvenience  might  easily  be  devised. 

Mr.  BouoiiroT  said  that  one  great  objection  to 
the  present  mode  of  obtaining  patents  was,  the 
great  delay  and  expense  incurred  oy  the  applioants 
in  being  obliged  to  wait  till  the  officers  now  em- 
powered  to  decide  on  applications  could  find  leisure^ 
from  the  special  duties  of  their  offices,  to  attend  to 
them.  With  respect  to  devolving  the  duty  on  the 
Judses,  he  hoped  that  would  not  be  done ;  as  it 
would  be  found,  judging  from  the  engagements  of 
the  District  Judge  of  Pennsylvania,  that  they  could 
not  possibly  attend  to  the  business. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  objected  generally  to  any  amend- 
ment which  should  provide  for  the  institution  of  a 
new  department  His  opinion  was,  that  no  office 
should  be  created  till  there  was  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  it  lie  entered  into  a  brief  consideration 
of  the  subject,  and  attempted  to  show  that  the 
business  might  with  ease  and  convenience  be  at- 
tended to  by  some  officer  already  appointed. 

Mr.  Williamson,  adverting  to  the  principles  of 
the  bill,  said  it  was  an  imitation  of  the  Ptitent  Sys- 
tem of  Great  Britain;  that  the  provisions  were 
such  as  would  circumscribe  the  duties  of  the  decid- 
ing officer  within  very  narrow  limits ;  the  settle- 
ment of  disputes  arising  from  contested  claims  will 
devolve  on  referees  altogether.  He  was  decidedly 
opposed  to  creating  a  new  department — expense  to 
the  Government  would  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence. The  question  on  Mr.  WHrrE*s  motion  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Mdrrat  said,  he  intended  to  move  to  strike 
out  **  Director  of  the  Mint,"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting "  the  Judge  of  the  District  wherein  the  ap- 
plicant might  reside."  As  he  thought  the  bill  of 
great  consequence  as  it  related  to  the  useful  and 
ornamental  arts,  he  would  trouble  the  Committee 
with  his  reasons.  He  thought  it  was  of  conse- 
quence that,  while  the  law  holds  out  an  invitation 
to  genius,  the  mode  of  gratifying  the  fair  and  ho- 
nest inventor  should  be  as  easy  as  possible.  The 
Director  of  the  Mint  must  reside  at  the  seat  of 
Government ;  and,  if  he  alone,  or  any  other  per- 
son, were  exclusively  empowered  to  issue  patents, 
the  benefits  of  invention  would  be  but  very  par- 
tially enjoyed  by  the  citizens  who  reside  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  seat  of  Government  The  law 
ought  to  facilitate  the  granting  of  patents ;  and,  as 
the  right  of  exclusive  enjoyment,  at  least  for  a 
k'mited  term,  was  inherent  in  all  equally,  in  every 
part  of  the  nation,  so  all  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
nave  equal  facility  in  making  their  pretensions 
known  and  effectual.  A  country  in  Europe  (Great 
Britain)  had  afforded,  it  was  true,  much  experience 
on  the  subject ;  but  regulations  adopted  there 
would  not  exactly  comport  in  all  respects  either 
with  the  situation  of  this  country  or  with  the 
rights  of  the  citizen  here.  The  minds  of  some 
members  had  taken  a  wrong  direction,  he  con- 
ceived, from  the  view  in  which  they  had  taken 
up  the  subject  under  its  analogy  with  the  doctrine 
of  patents  in  England.  There  is  this  strong  fea- 
ture which  distinguishes  that  doctrine  in  that 
country  from  the  principles  on  which  we  must 
settie  it  in  this.  These  patents  are  derived  from 
the  grace  of  the  Monarch,  and  the  exclusive  en- 
joyment of  the  profits  of  a  discovery  is  not  so  much 
a  right  inherent  as  it  is  a  privilege  bestowed  and 
an  emanation  of  prerogative.  Here,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  citizen  has  a  right  in  the  inventions  he 
may  make,  and  considers  the  law  but  as  the  mode 
by  which  he  is  to  enjoy  their  fruits.  England  is 
one  entire  kingdom.  Its  Court  is  the  scene  where 
its  prerogative  diffuses  its  bounties,  and  beins;  sta- 
tioned at  London,  the  business  can  be  well  ma- 
naged In  a  single  spot  Here,  on  the  contrary, 
there  are  fifteen  States,  sovereign  as  to  many  pur- 
poses, and  forming  within  themselves  centires  of 


attraction  for  the  ingenious  and  aspiring.  Lon- 
don, in  that  countiy,  not  only  attracta  as  the  mart 
of  genius  and  of  all  that  contributes  to  ease  or 
gain,  but,  by  its  immense  combination  of  things, 
aids  invention,  and  draws  the  genius  into  action 
which  it  may  have  attracted.  But  we  are  differ^ 
entiy  circumstanced,  both  as  to  local  sitoation,  and 
as  to  the  thing  as  it  regards  the  principle  on  which 
it  is  to  be  obtained.  The  distance  from  tiiA  ex- 
tremes of  the  Union,  or  from  its  centre  to  its  ex- 
tremes, is  very  great  If  the  power  were  lodged 
with  the  District  Judgejs  the  citizen  of  ingenuity 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  patent  cei^ 
tainly  with  more  ease  than  if  you  oblige  him  to 
take  a  journey  of  perhaps  six  or  eight  hundred 
miles.  The  facility  of  enjoyment  would  prove  an 
incentive  to  invention.  Difficulty  and  distance 
would  discourage  it,  and  would  frequently  over- 
power the  wish  to  obtain  a  patent  for  a  discovery 
the  profits  of  which  would  often  be  doabtfal. 

One  and  but  one  objection  had  been  made  to 
this  alteration :  that  if  the  District  Judges  have 
the  power,  patents  may  issue  in  different  places 
for  Uie  same  discovery.  This  would  be  an  evil 
but  is  not  without  a  remedy.  Patents  are  matters 
of  record.  Let  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Judge  im- 
mediately after  the  granting  of  a  patent,  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  application,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary description  of  the  article,  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  from  which  it  may  be  easily  disseminated 
to  every  District  Court,  and  through  the  United 
States.  An  inventor  desirous  of  obtaining  a  pa- 
tent, would,  of  course,  examine  the  patent  records 
to  see  whether  he  had  been  anticipated.  The 
grant  of  a  patent  does  not  destroy  a  claim  or  right 
founded  in  priority.  Here  he  would  observe,  that, 
if  the  inconvenience  were  not  entirely  removed 
by  this  measure  which  he  proposed,  neither  was 
the  inconvenience  of  clashing  claims  as  to  origi- 
nality^ and  priority  of  discovery  removed  by  any 
provision  of  the  bill  as  it  stands;  nor  could  human 
ingenuity,  perhaps,  devise  a  complete  mode  in 
which  it  could  be  obviated.  If  a  man  who  is 
really  the  inventor,  chooses  to  try  his  tide  as  to 
the  originality  of  tiie  invention,  even  after  a  pa- 
tent is  given  to  another,  he  will  make  and  vend 
the  article,  and  the  solid  titie  will  be  tried  before 
a  jury  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  the 
patentee.  If  the  measure  he  proposed  were  not 
deemed  a  sufficient  guard,  he  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  a  further  caution:  Let  the  applioi- 
tion  be  published  and  remain  in  the  office,  as  in 
England  it  does  (he  believed)  two  months  in  the 
office  of  the  Attorney  General,  that  a  eaneat  may 
be  entered  by  any  man  who  might  claim  or  dis- 
pute the  applicant  s  titie. 

He  believed  that  the  bill,  either  as  it  tended  to 
foster  the  genius  of  men,  or  was  considered  with 
respect  to  distant  emolument  and  national  charac- 
ter, was  extremely  important  It  was  almost  im- 
mediately one  of  those  laws  that  embraced  nation- 
al views  and  national  citizenship,  and  looked  to 
an  object  of  advantage  which  nothing  but  a  Na- 
tional Government  couM  secure.  Without  the 
aid  of  a  General  (Government,  the  genius  of  the 
Americans  could  not  reap  its  fruits.    Nor  had  the 
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State  Ck>Yernment8  given  *  &ir  occssion  for  the 
dispUj  of  the  ingenuity  which  he  believed  exist- 
ed in  the  country.  Aa  to  this  great  object,  which 
requires  national  citizenship,  the  Stale  laws  were 
impotent  He  thought  that  it  was  of  consequence 
that  no  invention,  however  small  or  irrelative  it 
might  at  first  appear,  should  be  lost ;  and,  where 
he  saw  the  idea  of  a  patent  law  ridiculed  by  some, 
and  unattended  to  by  others,  he  believed  they  were 
accustomed  to  take  things  in  their  appearances, 
and  had  not  exerted  their  reflection.  A  little  re- 
flection would  teach  us  that  whatever  is  great  and 
astonishing  in  the  works  of  art  was  humble  in  its 
origin,  had  been  opposed  by  ignorance  or  cramped 
by  poverty,  and  had  become  important  but  by  gra- 
dual .'accumulation  and  a  very  slow  progression ; 
and  that  the  wisdom  of  Government  should  be  ex- 
erted in  forming  a  repository,  where  nothing  that 
might  eventually  be  of  service  should  be  suffered 
to  perish.  He  therefore  wished  to  see  such  a  law 
as  would  not  only  secure  what  might  be  offered 
near  the  Seat  of  Government,  but  invite  and  draw 
forth  the  useful  invention  of  those  who  lived  at  a 
distance.  That  it  should  present  an  easy  method 
of  granting  its  protection,  he  therefore  moved,  that 
the  Judge  of  the  District  wherein  the  applicant 
may  reside,  should  be  substituted  for  Director  of 
the  Mint 

Mr.  WiLLUMsoM  offered  a  few  objections  to  this 
motion,  the  question  on  which  waa  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Skdowick,  *' Director  of  the 
Hint"  waa  stricken  out,  and  "  Secretary  of  State** 
inserted. 

Mr.  Whitb  moved  an  amendments  by  way  of  pro- 
viso, the  purport  of  which  is,  to  preclude  the  inven- 
tor of  an  improvement  to  a  machine  from  using  the 
original  invention,  or  the  author  of  the  original  ma- 
chine from  using  the  improvement  This  motion, 
after  some  opposition,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLUAMSoN  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
second  section,  which  provides  that  the  requisite 
oath  or  affirmation  may  be  taken  before  any  Judge 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State,  or 
any  person  authorized  to  administer  an  oath  in  the 
place  where  the  applicant  resides.    Agreed  ta 

Mr.  Williamson  proposed  another  amendment, 
which  should  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the 
ofiBcer  to  dispense  with  the  production  of  a  model 
when  he  should  think  proper.     Agreed  to. 

The  Committee  proceeded  in  the  discussion  of 
the  bill  as  far  as  the  seventh  section ;  they  then 
rose  and  reported  progress,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Thuksday,  January  81. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
with  an  amendment  to  the  last  amendment;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  Secretary  also  brought  to  the  House  a  Letter, 
received  and  read  in  the  Senate,  from  Monsieur  Le 
Brun,  heretofore  Royal  Commissioner  at  the  Tri- 


bunal of  the  District  of  Contances,  in  France,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  stat- 
ing the  delay  of  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  the  heirs 
of  Jerom  Michael  Le  Brun,  late  an  oflBcer  in  Ar- 
nrnnd^s  Legion,  for  services  in  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war. 

A  petition  of  Brown  &  Francis,  of  Providence, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  merchants,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  amount  of  the  drawback  on  a  quantity 
of  gin  and  codfish,  exported  from  the  port  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  duly  landed  at  Calcutta,  in  -the  East 
Indies,  and  St  Eustatia,  in  the  years  1791  and 
1792,  of  which  they  are  possessed  of  sufficient 
evidence,  although  not  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
law. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  ms  opinion  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Gbovb,  from  the  committee  appointed  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  reimburse  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh 
for  expenses  incurred  in  coming  to  America  to  join 
the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  received, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Parksk,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of  Thomas  Wishart, 
late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Armv  of  Uie  United 
States;  which  was  received,  and  read  twice  and 
committed. 

PROMOTION  OF  THE  USEFUL  ARTS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  promote  the  progress 
of  Useful  Arts." 

The  seventh  section  was  read ;  some  amendments 
were  proposed,  but  disagreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  8th  section, 
for  the  purpose  substituting  another,  which  should 

Erovide  that  all  interfering  claims  for  patents,  should 
e  determined  at  the  option  of  the  parties,  either 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  by  arbitrators,  &c 
This  motion  gave  rise  4a>  debate.  It  was  at  length 
moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by  striking  out  all 
the  words  after  '*  Secretary  of  State  ;**  this  motion 
was  not  agreed  to.  Various  other  amendments  to 
the  motion  were  moved,  and  last,  it  was  finally 
agreed  to  the  following  modification :  That  inter' 
fering  applications  for  patents  shall  be  determined 
by  the  Secretary  of  State;  or,  \f  all  parties  require 
it,  by  arbitrators,  dc. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  8th  section,  and 
inserting  the  amendment,  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 
The  committee  finished  the  discussion  of  the 
bill ;  they  then  rose  and  reported  the  same  with 
amendments,  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

FaiDAT,  February  1. 

The  Letter  from  Monsier  Le  Brun,  communi- 
cated in  a  message  from  the  Senate  yesterday, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  make  report  thereupon  to 
the  House. 
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The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  last 
amendment  of  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses:   Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the  said 
amendment  to  the  amendment 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions ;''  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the ,  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  amendmente  under 
consideration,  and  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
House  their  agreement  to  some  and  disagreement 
to  others  of  the  said  amendments.  The  House 
proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report  and  amend- 
mente: Whereupon, 

Me$oked,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
amendmente  to  the  first  and  second  sections ;  and 
doth  disagree  to  the  amendmente  to  the  fourth  and 
fifth  sections  of  the  said  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendmente  reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to  the  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful 
Arte  ;'*  and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 
And  then,  the  said  bill  being  further  amended  at 
the  Clerk^s  teble,  was,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments, ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  next 

A  petition  of  James  Montgomery,  master  and 
commander  of  the  revenue  cutter  called  the  Gene- 
ral Qreene,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  ofiBcers  of 
the  said  cutter,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  the  compensation  allowed  by 
law  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  revenue  cutters 
may  be  augmented,  and  rendered  more  adequate  to 
their  services. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  the  House.  • 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  manufacturers 
of  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread  in  Phila- 
delphia was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  so  much  of  the  existing  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  Stetes  as  allows  a  drawback 
on  foreign  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread, 
may  be  repealed,  and  the  duties  imposed  on  said 
articles  increased ;  and  that  the  duty  on  hemp, 
when  manufactured  within  the  United  Stateis, 
and  exported  therefrom,  may  be  refunded  to  the 
exporter. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
the  22d  ultimo,  the  memorial  of  the  manufacturers 
of  cordage,  lines,  and  packthread,  of  Providence,  in 
the  Stete  of  Rhode  Island ;  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

PROMOTION  OF  THE  USEFUL  ARTS. 
The  amendmente  to  the  bill,  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  an  act  to  promote '  the  progress  of  Useful 
Arte  were  taken  into  consideration ;  some  amend- 


mente being  made  to  these  amendments,  the  whole 
were  agreed  to ;  additional  amendmente  were  pro- 
posed; among  others, 

Mr.  MuKKAT  moved  to  add  the  words  *^  being 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  after  the 
words  perton  orpenom;  the  object  of  which  is,  te 
prevent  foreigners  from  obteining  patents  in  this 
country  for  inventions  which  they  have  already  ob- 
teined  patente  for  in  Europe;  by  which  means  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Stetes  might  be  prevented 
from  obtaining  patente  for  the  same,  or  similar 
inventions. 

This  motion  was  agreed  ta 

Mr.  KiTTBRjL  moved  to  reduce  the  period  for 
which  patente  should  be  granted,  finom  fourteen  to 
ten  years;  this  motion  was  negatived.  The  biB 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readr 
ing  tonnorrow. 

MoKDAT,  February  4.^' 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Contee  Hanson,  which  was  made  oo 
the  dOth  of  April  last :  Whereupon, 

Beeohedy  That  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  liquidate  and  pay  the 
account  of  Alexander  Contee  Hanson,  for  traveliog 
expenses  and  attendance  at  New  York  as  one  of 
the  Judges  appointed  by  the  General  Government 
to  determine  a  controversy  between  the  States  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which  was,  without 
his  knowledge,  oompromiwd ;  and  that  the  allow* 
anoe  be  the  same  as  that  provided  by  law  for  the 
traveling  expenses  and  attendance  of  the  preset 
members  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur* 
suant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Mkhckb, 
Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Stitbgbs,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

The  Spkakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompanying 
a  report,  and  sundry  stetemente  marked  A,  B,  C, 
D,  £,  and  F,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions 
of  this  House  of  the  28d  ultimo ;  whidi  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  teble. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  d 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  fitnn  the  Senate 
entiUed  **  An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice 
an4  persons  escaping  from- the  service  of  their 
masters ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an  amend- 
ment thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  teble. 

Tvesoay,  February  6. 

The  House  resolved  iteelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  account 
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of  Thomts  Wishart,  late  a  Lieotenant  in  the  Army 
of  the  IlDited  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  hill  under  consideration,  and  made 
no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Revolted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate, 
to  ascertain  and  rq>ort  the  mode  of  examining  the 
Totcs  for  Pbbsidbnt  and  Vici  Presidrnt,  and  of 
notifying  the  persons  who  shall  be  elected  of  their 
election,  and  to  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner of  administering  the  oath  of  ofiBce  to  the  Pbb- 
sidbnt. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Madison, 
and  Mr.  Laubaxgb^  be  of  the  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Honse  on  the  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  39th  of  August,  1788, 
respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Post  St  Vincents; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto.  And  then,  the  said  bill  being  amended  at 
the  Clerk^s  table,  was,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment, ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  for  allowing  a 
compensation  to  the  Prbsiobnt  and  Vicb  Presi- 
dent OF  thb  United  States,  to  commence  from 
the  4th  day  of  March  next;  and  that  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
Mr.  Datton,  and  Mr.  Barnwell,  be  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*  An  act  respecting  fugi- 
tives from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
senrice  of  their  masters,"  which  lay  on  the  table : 
Whereupon,  the  said  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  afBrmative-— yeas  48,  nays  7,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Teas. — ^Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Beoson,  Elias  Bou- 
dinot,  Sheaijashnb  Bourne,  Beniamin  Bonme,  Abraham 
Clark,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Phasimona,  Elbridge  Gernr,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin 
Qoodhoe,  James  Oordon,  Christc^her  Greenup,  Andrew 
Oregg,  Samuel  Ctriffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Eindman,  Daniel 
Huger,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitcbell, 
AoMua  Ltiamed,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  George  Leonard, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenberg,  Wilham  Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Page,  Cornelius  G.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Thomas  Sompter,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson, and  Francis  Willis. 

Nxva — Samuel  Livermore,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
Nathaniel  Nilea,  Josiah  Parker,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
George  Thatcher,  and  Thomaa  Tredweli 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Woodrop  and 
Joseph  Sims ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  Said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to  a 
resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Retohedf  That  the  remission  of  duties  on  a  quan- 
tity of  salt  and  wines  entered  at  the  port  of  New- 
York,  which,  together  with  the  ship,  was  lost  on 
the  passage  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  in  March 
last,  ought  to  be  granted,  agreeable  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Ket, 
Mr.  Grove,  lind  Mr.  Tuckrr,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  make  compensation  to  Alexander 
Contee  Hanson ;  which  was  received,  and  read 
twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  motion  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
for  making  provision  of  half-pay  for  seven  years,  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Ket  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  said  motion  under  con- 
sideration, and  come  to  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  ClerkV  table,  where 
the  same  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  House, 
as  follows : 

Bewlved,  That  provision  of  half-pay  for  

years  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  as  have  been 
killed  in  the  service,  since  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -nine,  or 
who  may  hereafter  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  ought  to  be  made  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, Mr.  Wadsworth,  and  Mr.  Grebiiup,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  a  L^n  in  the  certificates  or  notes 
of  such  States,  as  shall  have  balances  due  to  them 
upon  a  final  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  United 
States.*'  The  Senate  also  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  fourth 
and  fifth  sections  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions/*  and  de- 
sire a  conference  with  this  House  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendments ;  to  which  confer- 
ence, the  Senate  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part :  The  Senate  have  also  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment, proposed  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  respecting  f^igitives  from  justice,  and  per- 
sons escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters :" 
The  Senate  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations.* " 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  so  much  of  the 
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said  message,  aa  desires  a  conference  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  amendments  depending  between  the 
two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions."    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  conference,  and  that  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Giles, 
and  Mr.  Boudinot,  be  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  reimburse  Henry 
Emanuel  Lutterloh,  for  expenses  incurred  in 
coming  to  America,  to  join  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  during  late  war ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  no  amendment  thereto.  The  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Habtlet,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
presented  a  bill  to  make  provision  of  half-pay  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  officers ;  which 
was  received,  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  dav, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustment  of  a 
claim  of  Joseph  Henderson,  against  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  no  amend- 
ment thereto.  The  bill  ^as  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  fi. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  Rhode  Island 
line  of  the  late  American  Army,  in  behalf  them- 
selves and  the  soldiers  of  said  line,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation 
which  accrued  on  the  cerlincates  of  debt  granted 
them  for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  may 
be  made  good,  or  such  other  relief  afforded  them, 
as  the  present  circumstances  of  the  United  States 
will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  petition  of  John  Rogers  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read  praying  compensation  for  certain 
lands  on  the  Mississippi  river,  granted  him  by  the 
State  of  Vi|;ginia,  for  his  services  as  an  officer  in 
the  line  of  the  said  State,  prior  to  the  cession  made 
to  the  United  States,  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio ;  the  title  to  which  lands  has  since 
been  ceded  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  by  the  treaty 
of  Hopewell,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Liverhore,  and  Mr.  Clark;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  ana  eisfhty-eight,  respecting 
the  inhabitants  of  Post  Saint  Vincents,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Thomas 


Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  tiaie  and  passed. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  reimburse  Henry  Emamiel 
Lutterloh  for  expenses  incurred  in  eoming  to 
America  to  join  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  adjustmeDt 
of  a  claim  of  Joseph  Henderson  against  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  proriding  ona- 
pcnsation  to  the  President  and  Yigb-Prxsii>b!«t  or 
THE  United  States,  which  was  receiTed,  and  resd 
twice  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  <^ 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Simeoa 
Thayer;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come  to  s 
resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows  : 

Resolved^  That  Simeon  Thayer,  late  a  Major  la 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who  was  disabled 
at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list  of  the  United  States ;  that  he  be  allowed 
the  half-pay  of  a  Major,  from  the  first  of  Januarv, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  pro- 
vided he  return  his  commutation  of  half-paj,  with 
interest  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pm^ 
suant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Benja- 
min Bourne,  Mr.  Giluan,  and  Mr.  Isjlakl  Shib, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  lUijah  Bostwick: 
Whereupon, 

Reeohedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
said  Elijah  Bostwick,  the  sum  of  filtj-eigbt  pounds, 
three  shillings  and  fourpence,  current  money  oif 
New  York,  being  the  amount  of  costs  which  he 
incurred  in  defending  a  suit  commenced  against 
him,  as  agent  to  the  deputy  Commissary  Gen^ 
of  the  Northern  Department,  on  public  account 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Stltbstcb,  Mr. 
Key,  and  Mr.  Grove,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  engrossed  bill  to  compen- 
sate John  Tucker;  and  after  some  time  sptnx 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendment, 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  immediately. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  John  Tucker, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that 
the  said  bill  pass,  it  passed  in  the  negative.  And 
so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

PENSIONS  TO  DISABLED  OFFICERS,  Ac. 
Mr.   Greenup^s  resolution    for  placing  on  the 
pension  list  all  such  officers  and  privates  of  the 
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nilitia  as  are  or  may  be  wounded  in  the  service, 
knd  who  are  not  provided  for  by  law,  was  taken 
ip  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  resolution 
ras  read  by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Greenup  supported  this  resolution  by  ob- 
erving  that,  as  the  militia  was  now  called  into 
»rvice  by  the  General  Gbvemment,  it  was  rea- 
sonable to  make  provision  for  such  as  'may  be 
founded  or  disabled.  Except  this  was  done,  he 
x>nceived  that  the  United  States  would  find  it 
!Xtremely  difficult  to  procure  an  effective  militia 
brce  on  any  occasion.  Indeed,  it  was  to  be  im- 
>uted  to  this  cause  that  the  militia  had  hitherto 
liscovered  so  great  a  backwardness  in  turning  out ; 
ind  that  those  who  had  been  in  service  were  so 
ndifferent,  being  principally  substitutes.  He  added 
lome  remarks  on  the  justice  and  good  policy  of 
naking  the  provision;  nor  did  he  conceive  that 
he  increase  of  the  pension  list  was  a  sufficient 
«asoa  to  prevent  making  that  provision,  when  it 
5  considered  how  important  a  subject  is  a  compe- 
ent  defence  to  our  frontiers.  , 

Several  gentlemen  objected  to  the  resolution  as 
nvolving  a  very  great  and  increasing  expense. 
The  increase  of  the  pension  list,  it  was  said,  ought 
lot  to  be  thought  lightly  of  in  a  republican  Go- 
vernment It  was  said  that,  in  the  Militia  law, 
he  object  of  the  resolution  was  in  a  great  measure 
provided  for  \  it  does  not,  indeed,  look  back ;  but 
)rov]sion  for  particular  persons  may  be  made 
rithoot  going  to  an  unlimited  retrospective  view 
\i  the  case.  The  resolution  was  modified  to  refer 
x>  such  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
)rivates  of  the  militia  as  have  been  wounded  or 

lisabled  since  the day  of ,*or  who  shall 

lereafler  be  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  service  of 
he  United  States. 

The  debate  was  continued  to  a  considerable 
ength,  in  which  the  difference  between  the  mili- 
ia  and  the  regular  troops  was  stated.  The  latter, 
t  was  said,  abandon  every  other  pursuit  and  occu- 
>ation  when  they  engage  in  the  service ;  and,  in 
sases  of  wounds  and  disabilities  incurred  in  the 
>ublic  service,  are  left  absolutely  without  any 
>ther  resource  than  the  provision  made  for  them 
)y  the  public  as  pensioners.  With  respect  to  the 
nilitia,  they  are  commonly  persons  of  property, 
rho  leave  ttieir  respective  occupations  for  a  time, 
ind  when  the  service  is  performed  they  have  their 
arms  and  their  various  occupations  to  return  to. 
it  was  said  that  it  would  be  unspeakably  better  to 
Niy  the  militia  at  an  enhanced  rate — such  a  rate 
IS  may  be  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  turn  out 
Chat  extending  the  system  of  pensions  in  the 
nanner  contemplated,  would  render  the  matter 
complex,  extensive,  and  enormously  expensive — 
irhile  at  the  same  time  it  would  subject  the  public 
:o  innumerable  impositions 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Committee  should 
nsc,  and  that  the  resolution  should  be  referred  to 
;he  committee  which  reported  the  bill  providing 
lalf-pay  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers 
>f  the  regular  troops.  After  further  debate,  this 
notion  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  as 
modified,  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 
2d  Coh.— 2d 


Mr.  Barnwell  moved  an  additional  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to ;  the  purport  of  which  was 
^0  regulate  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  disabilities,  and  the  annuiU 
allowance  to  be  granted  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  two 
resolutions  to  the  House,  as  follows : 

**R«9olvedf  That  provisioD  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  placing  such  ofncert»  non-oommiMioned  officers,  and 
privates,  of  the  militia,  as  have  been  disabled  in  the 

service  of  the  United  States,  since  the day  of——, 

or  shall  hereafter  be  disabled  in  sueh  serviee^  on  the 
pension  list 

**  Resolvedf  lliat  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  establisbmg  such  regolations  as  may  be  necessary 
to  ascertain  the  nature  and  degree  of  such  disabilities^ 
and  the  annual  allowance  to  he  made  for  the  same." 

The  House  adopted  the  resolutions,  and  referred 
them  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill. 


Thursdat,  February  7. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  fifth  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
mode  <^  examining  the  votes  for  Presidbnt  and 
Vice  Presioent,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  who 
shall  be  elected,  of  their  election,  and  for  regulat- 
ing the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  administering 
the  oath  of  office  to  the  President  ;  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  that  purpose  on  their  part 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread, 
of  Philadelphia  and  Providence,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  providing  compensap 
tion  to  the  pREsmENT  And  Vice  President  or 
THE  United  States;  and,  afler  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Arid  then  a  motion  being  made  and  seconded 
further  to  amend  the  said  bill  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  section, 
to  wit : 

**  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  Ttt^t  this  act  shaU  eon- 
tinae  in  force  for,  and  during  the  term  of,  four  years, 
from  the  third  day  of  March  next,  and  no  longer :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  88,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Olark,  William  Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  James 
Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Bar- 
nr  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heister,  Israel 
Jacobs,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Blacon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Josiah  Parker, 
OomeUus  C.  Schoonmaker,  Peter  Sylvester,  John  Steele, 
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ThomM  Sumptar,  ThoaiM  Tredwell,  Abraham  Vena* 
ble,  and  Alexaodcr  White. 

Natb. — Fi«her  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Klias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourse,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Qoodhue,  Christo- 
pher Greenup,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Da- 
Diel  Huger,Pnilip  Key,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John  Page,  Theodore  Sede- 
vick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Jonathan  Sturges*  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  apd 
Hugh  Williamson. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Ksr,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duty  on  a 
quantity  of  wines,  the  property  of  Woodrop  and 
Joseph  Sims ;  which  was  received,  and  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bourne,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon 
Thayer;  which  was  received,  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Key,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties 
on  pickled  fish ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Hcaton ; 
Whereupon, 

Ruolted^  That  it  is  advisable  that  the  several 
impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they 
may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  horses,  and 
other  useful  beasts  imported  into  the  United  States 
for  breed,  be  repealed. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Be^^son, 
Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr.  Madison,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  sixteenth  of  April 
last,  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newark,  in 
New  Jersey ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
bad  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come 
to  DO  resolution  thereupon.  . 


Friday,  Febniary  8. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  compensation  to  the 
pRBsiDBNT  and  Yici  President  of  the  Uniteo 
States  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Stlvestkb,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Bostwick ; 
which  was  read  tw^ice  and  committed. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  late  American 
Army,  now  residing  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  said  Army,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  de- 
preciation which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of 
debt  granted  them  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  may  be  made  good,  or  such  other  relief 


afforded  them  as  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
United  States  will  admit 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  inhsbitaoto 
of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  Hoase  acd 
read,  stating  the  inconveniences  under  which  tb«j 
labor  from  the  number  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men that  daily  frequent  that  -port,  and  praying  thit 
a  tax  may  be  imposed  on  all  vessels  or  seamen,  ibr 
the  purpose  of  establishing,  in  or  near  the  seaport 
towns  of  the  United  States,  marine  hospitak,  ibr 
the  reception  and  support  of  sick  and  disabled  set- 
men  ;  or  that  such  other  regulations  may  be  adopt- 
ed, as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  Of  the  Whole  House  to  whoa 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  ia* 
firm  seamen. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  make  provisioD  of 
half-pay  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  ceriaia 
officers ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  bid 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  se?en) 
amendments  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendmeD^ 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Booh 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "ia 
act  relative  to  claims  against  the  United  Sute^ 
not  barred  by  any  act  of  .limitation,  and  vhkh 
have  not  been  already  adjusted/*  with  an  amrati- 
ment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment; and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  fees  in  \m 
Treasury  Department,  for  the  transfer  of  pubBc 
securities,  and  that  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Findlet,  and 
Mr.  Gerkt,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  cf 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  if 
the  duty  on  a  quantity  of  wines,  the  property  d 
Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims ;  and,  after  some  tias 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  iki 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considen- 
tion,  and  made  no  amendment  thereta  And,  c-a 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  aci 
read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the  negative ;  and 
so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotise 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary  of  the 
territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Stat: 
of  North  Carolina."  The  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensirf 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coa^tisg 
trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same,** 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  thej  dessrt 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Saturday,  February  9. 
A  petition  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Ga'lo- 
polls  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pra/- 
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ing  that  the  title  to  certain  lands  in  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Onio, 
which  thej  purchased  from  the  agent  of  the  Sciota 
Company,  in  1790,  maj  be  cx)nfirmed  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Findlet, 
Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Barnwell  ;  and  that  thej  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Georgia  line  of 
the  late  Armj  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation  which  ac- 
crued on  the  certificates  of  debt  granted  them  for 
military  services,  during  the  late  war,  may  be 
made  good,  or  such  other  relief  afforded  them  as 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  United  States 
will  admit     Laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  same,'*  be  referred  to  Mr.  Goodhue,  Mr.  Fitz- 
8DI0NS,  and  Mr.  Parker  ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorials  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread, 
of  Philadelphia  and  Providence;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  con- 
sideration, and  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House 
their  disagreement  to  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port; and,  on  the  question,  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same;  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative;  and  so  the  said  memorials  were  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  establish  fees  to  be  paid  on  the 
transfer  of  public  securities ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries^  and  r^;ulating  the 
fiame,**  made  a  report ;  and,  the  same  being  read, 
the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report 
and  amendments :  Whereupon, 

Reeohed,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
tct  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Lewis  Garanger,  for  military  services  rendered 
during  the  late  war.** 


MoHDAT,  February  11. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Siaieon  Thayer 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  respecting  a  tax  im- 
posed on  the  proprietors  of  the  line  of  stages,  by  a 
late  law  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of 
the  President's  Speech  which  relates  to  the 
transmission  of  newspapers,  and  report  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterations  may  be  necessary  in  the 
act  passed  last  session,  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Post  Office. 

A  message  fVom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  providing  compensation  for  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States.'* 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  so  much  of  the  Jteport  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  the  third  of  De- 
cember fast,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  redemption 
of  the  Public  Debt.    The  Report  being  read : 

Mr.  Giles  adverted  to  the  imperfect  state  of  the 
information  before  the  House  relative  to  the  state  of 
the  funds,  particularly  as  the  resolutions  calling 
for  this  information  had  not  yet  been  complied 
with,  and  he  was  apprehensive  the  requisite  state- 
ments would  not  be  furnished  during  the  present 
session  :  this  being  the  state  of  things,  he  thought 
the  Committee  were  not  in  a  situation  to  go  into  a 
discussion  of  the  subjects  of  the  new  loans  and  new 
taxes,  without  further  light:  he  moved  therefore 
that  the  Committee  should  nse.  This  motion  waB 
seconded. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 
After  briefly  stating  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
the  general  expectation  of  the  people  that  some- 
thing would  be  done  the  present  session  relative 
to  a  provision  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  avail  itself  of  the  right 
reserved  to  it  of  paying  off  a  part  of  the  Debt, 
the  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  material  information 
already  received  from  the  Secretary,  the  actual 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  kc,  concluded  by  saying, 
that  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  rise,  but 
go  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  take  up  the 
propositions  offered  by  the  Secretary,  and  adopt  or 
reject  them,  as  their  merits  shall  dictate,  or  agree 
to  others  which  may  be  brought  forward  by  any 
member  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  C^ut>llna,  alluding  to  the 
Speech  of  the  President  or  the  United  ^atbs, 
respecting  this  particular  object,  and  the  answer 
of  the  House  thereto,  gave  a  short  account  of  the 
progress  of  the  business  in  the  House ;  it  had  been 
ne^ected  ever  since  the  80th  November,  though 
the  Secretary's  Report  has  been  in  its  possession 
ever  since  that  period. 

For  the  Committee  then  to  rise,  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  a  relinauishment  of  the  object  of  the 
present  session.  He  stated  several  particulars  to 
show  that  it  was  probable  the  existing  funds  would 
be  adequate  to  the  object  in  some  d^ee,  without 
being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  new  taxes.  Ha 
said,  that  he  had  been  informed  a  gentleman  of  the 
Committee  had  prepared  some  resolutions  rela- 
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ThomM  Sumptar,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Abraham  Vena- 
ble»  aod  Alexander  White. 

Natb. — Fiither  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjasbub  Bounce,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Qoodhue,  Christo- 
pher  Greenup,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Da- 
niel  Huger,Pnilip  Key,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned, 
G^rge  Leooaro,  Samuel  Livermore,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles.  John  Page,  Theodore  Sedg- 
vick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  apd 
Hugh  Williamson. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kbt,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duty  on  a 
quantity  of  wines,  the  property  of  Woodrop  and 
Joseph  Sims ;  which  was  received,  and  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Boubnb,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon 
Thayer;  which  was  received,  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Key,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  certain  duties 
on  pickled  fish ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Beaton ; 
Whereupon, 

Reeoltedy  That  it  is  advisable  thai  the  several 
impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they 
jnx^j  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  horses,  and 
other  useful  beasts  imported  into  the  United  States 
for  breed,  be  repealed. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  BeVson, 
Mr.  Sedgwick,  and  Mr.  Madison,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  sixteenth  of  April 
last,  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newark,  in 
New  Jersey ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
had  the  said  report  under  consideration,  and  come 
to  DO  resolution  thereupon.  . 


Feidat,  February  8. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  compensation  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uniteo 
States  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Stlvesteb,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Bostwick ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

A  memorial  of  the  ofiScers  of  the  late  American 
Army,  now  residing  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the  non-commissioned 
ofBcers  and  privates  of  the  said  Army,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  the  de- 
preciation which  accrued  on  the  certificates  of 
debt  granted  them  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  may  be  made  good,  or  such  other  relief 


afforded  them  as  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
United  States  will  admit 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  inhabitania 
of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  Hoase  sod 
read,  stating  the  inconveniences  under  which  thej 
labor  from  the  number  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men that  daily  frequent  that  port,  and  praying  that 
a  tax  may  be  imposed  on  all  vessels  or  seamen,  fur 
the  purpose  of  establishing,  in  or  near  the  seaport 
towns  of  the  United  States,  marine  hospitals,  for 
the  reception  and  support  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men ;  or  that  such  other  regulations  may  be  adopt- 
ed, 88  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  Of  the  Whole  House  to  whom 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  in- 
firm seamen. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  make  provisioo  of 
half-pay  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain 
ofiScers;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  bad  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendmenti^ 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  relative  to  claims  against  the  United  States, 
not  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  i 
have  not  been  already  adjusted,**  with  an  amend- 
ment; to  which  they  desire  the  ooDcaTrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment; and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  a  comniittee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  fees  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  for  the  transfer  of  public 
securities,  and  that  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Fdcoltt,  and 
Mr.  Gerkt,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of 
the  duty  on  a  quantity  of  wines,  the  property  of 
Woodrop  and  Joseph  Sims ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  bad  had  the  said  bill  under  considen- 
tion,  and  made  no  amendment  thereta  And,  on 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  ard 
read  the  third  time,  it  passed  in  the  negative ;  and 
so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou^e 
that  the  Senate  disaeree  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An 
act  for  determining  the  Northern  boundary  of  the 
territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina.'*  The  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same,** 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  dt^sira 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Saturday,  February  9. 
A  petition  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  GalUo- 
i  polls  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray- 
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ing  that  the  title  to  certain  lands  in  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
which  thej  purchased  from  the  agent  of  the  Sciota 
Company,  in  1790,  may  he  confirmed  to  them. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  he  referred  to 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Findlet, 
Mr.  Whits,  and  Mr.  Barnwell  ;  and  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Georgia  lind  of 
the  late  Army  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  of 
themseWes  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  said  line,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  the  depreciation  which  ac- 
crued on  the  certificates  of  debt  granted  them  for 
military  serrices,  during  the  late  war,  may  be 
made  good,  or^  such  other  relief  afforded  them  as 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  United  States 
will  admit     Laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating 
the  same,"  be  referred  to  Mr.  Gooohub,  Mr.  Fite- 
8UI0NS,  and  Mr.  Fabkeb  ;  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  thereof  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorials  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  cordage,  lines,  twine,  and  packthread, 
ojf  Philadelphia  and  Providence;  and,  afler  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  report  under  con- 
sideration, and  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House 
their  disagreement  to  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port ;  and,  on  the  question,  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same;  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative;  and  so  the  said  memorials  were  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  establish  fees  to  be  paid  on  the 
transfer  of  public  securities ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  enrolling 
and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  regulating  the 
same,**  made  a  report ;  and,  the  same  being  read, 
the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report 
And  amendments :  Whereupon, 

Ruoh^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
^t  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
*ct  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
^wis  Garanger,  for  military  services  rendered 
^Juring  the  late  war." 


Monday,  February  11. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Thayer 
Was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
fr^m  the  Postmaster  General,  respecting  a  tax  im- 
posed on  the  proprietors  of  the  line  of  stages,  by  a 
late  law  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of 
the  Prbsidekt*s  Speech  which  relates  to  the 
transmission  of  newspapers,  and  report  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterations  may  be  necessary  in  tha 
act  passed  last  session,  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Post  Office. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  providing  compensation  for  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States.*' 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  so  much  of  the  tleport  of  the 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  made  the  third  of  De- 
cember fast,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  redemption 
of  the  Public  Debt    The  Report  being  read : 

Mr.  Giles  adverted  to  the  imperfect  state  of  the 
information  before  the  House  relative  to  the  state  of 
the  funds,  particularly  as  the  resolutions  calling 
for  this  inrormation  had  not  yet  been  complied 
with,  and  he  was  apprehensive  the  requisite  state- 
ments would  not  be  furnished  during  the  present 
session  :  this  being  the  state  of  things,  he  thought 
the  Committee  were  not  in  a  situation  to  go  into  a 
discussion  of  the  subjects  of  the  new  loans  and  new 
taxes,  without  further  light;  he  moved  therefore 
that  the  Committee  should  rise.  This  motion  was 
seconded. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 
After  briefly  stating  the  impK>rtance  of  the  subject, 
the  general  expectation  of  the  people  that  some- 
thing would  be  done  the  present  session  relative 
to  a  provision  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt»  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  avail  itself  of  the  right 
reserved  to  it  of  paying  off  a  part  of  the  Debt, 
the  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  materiid  information 
already  received  from  the  Secretary,  the  actual 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  Asa,  concluded  by  saying, 
that  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  rise,  but 
go  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  take  up  the 
propositions  offered  by  the  Secretary,  and  adopt  or 
reject  them,  as  their  merits  shall  dictate,  or  agree 
to  others  which  may  be  brought  forward  by  any 
member  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  alluding  to  the 
Speech  of  the  President  op  the  United  States, 
respecting  this  particular  object,  and  the  answer 
of  the  House  thereto,  gave  a  short  account  of  the 
progress  of  the  business  in  the  House ;  it  had  been 
neglected  ever  since  the  80th  November,  though 
the  Secretary*s  Report  has  been  in  its  possession 
ever  since  that  period. 

For  the  Committee  then  to  rise,  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  a  relinauishment  of  the  object  of  the 
present  session.  He  stated  several  particulars  to 
show  that  it  was  probable  the  existing  funds  would 
be  adequate  to  the  object  in  some  degree,  without 
being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  new  taxes.  He 
said,  that  he  had  been  informed  a  gentleman  of  the 
Committee  had  prepared  some  resolutions  rela- 
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live  to  the  subject ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  Committee  would  not  rise,  but  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  produce  his  resolutions ;  that  the 
Committee  would  take  them  into  consideration, 
and  at  least  take  such  steps  in  the  matter  as 
would  manifest  some  disposition  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  and  justify  the  professions 
made  by  so  great  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  GiLKS  repeated  his  objections  arising  from 
the  imperfect  state  of  the  information  before  the 
House :  adverting  to  the  Presidsnt^b  Speech, 
he  said,  the  propositions  before  the  Committee 
were  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Speech.  The 
Speech  does  not  contemplate  any  new  taxes,  but 
the  reverse.  The  propositions  directly  propose 
them.  He  was  as  much  disposed  as  any  member 
to  go  into  measures  for  a  reduction  of  the  Debt ; 
it  was  an  object  he  much  desired ;  but  he  called 
on  gentlemen  to  show  how  this  could  be  done 
with  any  propriety,  when  the  most  important  and 
most  necessary  information  respecting  the  funds  is 
not  in  their  possession. 

Mr.  Laurancb  adverted  to  the  resolutions 
brought  forward  a  few  days  since  by  Mr.  Giles  ; 
and  going  over  them  one  by  one,  he  asked  what 
connexion  the  present  subject  had  with  a  solu- 
tion of  the  principal  part  of  the  inquiries  con- 
tained in  those  resolutions?  The  most  import- 
ant information  expected  from  the  requisitions 
contained  in  the  resolutions,  he  observed,  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  House,  particularly  that 
which  had  any  bearing  on  the  present  matter. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  motion  for  the  Committee's 
rising. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  he  saw  no  good  end  that 
would  result  from  the  Committee^  rising.  Had 
he  the  least  suspicion  that  the  project  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  would  be  adopted,  he 
would  be  one  of  the  last  that  would  rise  in  sup- 
port of  a  motion  to  go  into  the  discussion  at  the 
present  time ;  but  he  had  no  such  expectation. 
He  then  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  docu- 
ments before  the  House,  received  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury ;  he  observed  they  were 
inaccurate,  defective,  and  imperfect;  they  do  not 
furnish  the  requisite  information  as  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  moneys  which  have  been 
already  paid  by  the  people.  He  showed  the  im- 
propriety of  laying  any  new  taxes  until  satisfaction 
was  had  relative  to  the  sums  already  paid;  the 
people  would  not  consider  their  interest  consulted 
until  this  was  done.  He  then  urged  several  rea- 
sons in  favor  of  a  postponement  of  a  permanent 
provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt, 
till  a  more  competent  representation  was  on  the 
floor ;  that  it  was  extremely  improper  for  the  re- 
liques  of  an  imperfect  representation  at  the  close 
of  the  session  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  so 
important  business.  He  professed  his  wishes  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  concluded  by  suggesting  that  a 
temporary  provision  only  be  made  the  present  ses- 
sion ;  further  than  this,  he  thought,  it  would  be 
improper  to  go  in  the  present  state  of  affairs. 
Mr.  FrrzsiMONS  observed,  that  the  gentleman 


last  speaking  furnished  him  with  an  op|>ortiinity 
to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  CommittEe 
some  ideas  he  had  revolved  in  his  own  mind  re- 
specting a  temporary  provision.  He  then  pmntcd 
out  resources  within  tne  control  of  the  Legjislature 
that  might  be  applied  to  this  obiect,  without  recur- 
ring to  new  taxes,  specifying  the  sum  thst  would 
be  wanted  to  begin  the  operation ;  he  mentioned  a 
particular  surplus,  and  the  Bank  dividend  as  being 
adequate  to  the  object 

Mr.  Clark  said,  he  wanted  information  as  well 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  bat  he  saw  no 
use  in  the  Committee's  rising ;  they  would  get  up 
where  they  sat  down,  if  ti^ev  shoald  now  rise. 
He  wished  the  propositions  which  had  been  men- 
tioned were  brought  forward,  that  they  might  be 
considered ;  but  there  was  another  subject  which 
he  thought  had  a  prior  elahn  to  attention,  and  that 
was  the  debt  due  the  Bank :  in  Decemb^  that  bu- 
siness was  pushed  with  great  zeal ;  since  that  time 
nothing  had  been  said  about  it ;  tliis  appeared  mys- 
terious. 

Mr.  Laurance  rose  to  explain  the  state  of  the 
matter  respecting  the  debt  due  to  the  Bank.  Tbe 
subject  had  been  suspended  in  order  that  the 
House  might  receive  complete  information  as  to  the 
state  of  the  public  funds. 

Mr.  Page  offered  some  general  remarks  on  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
he  said,  was  considered  by  many  persons  as  ex- 
ceptionable in  all  its  parts.  He  had  his  objections 
to  it.  He  wished  the  whole  subject  to  revert  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  and  had 
therefore  seconded'  the  motion  for  the  Committee 
to  rise,  as  the  most  delicate  mode  of  giving  the  sub- 
ject the  go  by. 

Mr.  Madison  defended  an  observation  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Giles,  n^hich  was,  that  there  was 
a  manifest  impropriety  in  bringing  forward  ab- 
stract propositions  for  discussion,  when  it  was  not 
known  what  consequences  were  involved  in  the 
adoption  of  those  propontions.  Mr.  MAnisos 
stated  a  variety  of  particulars  to  show  that  sucb 
abstract  propositions  are  improper.  He  professed 
his  wishes  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for 
reducing  the  debt ;  he  believed  his  colleague  was 
sincere  in  his  professions  to  the  same  purpose.  He 
recapitulated  some  of  the  objections  arising  froia 
the  imperfect  state  of  the  information' before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Giles  withdrew  his  motion;  his  object  io 
doing  so  was  to  give  an  opportunity  for  bringing 
forward  the  propositions  which  had  been  alluded 
to. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  after  offering  some  remarks  in 
answer  to  observations  which  had  been  made, 
tending  to  impeach  his  consistency  and  sincerity 
in  the  present  case,  read  two  propositions,  the 
purport  of  which  is,  that  an  annual  fund  be  con- 
stituted, to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  three  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  six 
cents,  to  begin  to  accrue  the  first  day  of  January, 
1798 ;  and  that  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  made. 
'  These  being  read  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Giles 
renewed  his  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise . 
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Mr.  Maiusoh  objected  to  these  reeoIotioDB,  as 
being  abstract  propositions. 

Mr.  Venablb  objected  to  them ;  he  informed  the 
Committee  that  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  he 
should  move  to  apply  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the 
object  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  MsscBB  objected  to  diverting  the  Sinking 
Fund  from  its  appropriate  object 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

EXAMINING  VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT,  <fta 

Mr.  William  Smfth,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with  a 
committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Innate,  to 
ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes 
for  pREsiDBHT  and  Vick  Prbsidbnt  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  expressed  in  the 
resolution  of  the  fifth  instant,  made  a  report;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  on  Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock:  Hiat 
two  persons  be  appointed  tellers  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  Qiake  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  de- 
clared: that  the  result  diall  be  delivered  to  the  Pam- 
DENT  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state  of  the 
vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  both  Houses,  assembled 
as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the 
persons  elected  PaniDKfT  and  Viox  PaniDxiiT,  and, 
together  with  a  list  i>f  the  votes,  be  entered  on  the 
Journal  of  the  two  Houses." 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  William  SmTa,  and  Mr. 
LAimufCE,  be  appointed  tellers  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  pursuant  to  the  said  report 


of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  the  third 
of  December  last,  as  relates  to  a  plan  for  the  re* 
demption  of  the  Public  Debt ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rosoi  reported  pro- 
gresa,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  February  13. 

Mr.  Benson,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  repealing  the  several  impost  laws 
of  the  United  States,  so  mr  as  they  may  be  deemed 
to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  imported  for 
breed,  and  for  remitting  the  duties  heretofore  ac- 
crued on  such  importations,  in  the  cases  where  they 
have  only  been  secured  to  be  paid;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli- 
jah Bostwick ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  an 
amendment  thereto :  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
inent,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
^at  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Puxsident  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
other  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the 
^  instant,  and  have  appointed  a  teller  on  their 
I^  pursuant  to  the  said  report 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  so  much  of  the  Report 


WxDNESDAT,  February  13. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Bost- 
wick was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob 
Bell  certain  duties  on  pickled  fish ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration, 
and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  make  compensation 
to  Alexander  Contee  Hanson ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  made  several  amendments  thereto ; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 
it  passed  in  the  negative ;  and  so  the  said  bill  was 
rejected. 

VOTES  FOB  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRE- 
SIDENT. 

A  message  f^om  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  Pebsident  of  the  Senate  is  elected  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  opening  the  certificates,  and  count- 
ing the  votes  of  the  several  States,  in  the  choice  of 
a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  Senate  is  now  ready,  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  to  attend,  with  this  House,  on 
that  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  now  withdraw  to  the  Senate  Chamber, 
for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  said  message. 

The  Speaker  accordingly  left  the  Chair,  and, 
attended  by  the  House,  withdrew  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  and,  after  some  time,  returned  to  the 
House. 

The  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  William  Smith  and  Mr.  Laurance  then 
delivered  in,  at  the  Clerk's  table,  a  list  of  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  of  the  several  States,  in  the  choice 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  same  were  declared  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate 
and  of  this  House ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journal,  and  is  as  follows : 


FOR  OEORQE  WASHINGTON. 

New  Hampshire     - 

6 

Massachusetts 

-      16 

Rhode  Island 

4 

Connecticut 

9 

Vermont    -            -            -            - 

8 

New  York - 

-      12 

New  Jersey 

7 

Pennsylvania 

15 
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Delaware   .... 

Maryland   .... 

Virginia     .            -           -            . 

Kentucky  .... 

North  Carolina       - 

South  Carolina 

Qeorgia      .... 

8 

8 
•      21 
4 
12 
8 
4 

182 

FOR  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New  Hampshire     - 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont    .... 

New  Jersey 

PennsylTania 

Delaware   -            • 

Maryland  .... 

South  Carolina 

6 

16 
4 
9 
8 
7 
.      14 
8 
8 
7 

, 

77 

FOR  GEORGE  CLINTON. 

New  York - 

PennsyWania 

Virginia     .... 

North  Carolina      - 

Georgia      .... 

-      12 
1 

>  21 

>  12 

4 

50 

FOR  THOMAS  JEFFERaON. 

Kentucky  -           -           -           -           . 
FOR  AARON  BURR 

4 

Sooth  Carolina 

•           • 

1 

The  Speaker  laid  hefore  the  House  two  Letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  first  ac- 
eompanying  copies  of  certain  powers,  instructions, 
statements,  and  correspondence,  in  relation  to  fo- 
reign loans,  transmitted  pursuant  to  the  resolutions 
of  this  House,  of  the  23d  ultimo ;  the  second  of  the 
said  Letters,  accompanying  three  several  state- 
ments in  relation  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  two 
other  statements  of  cash  in  the  Treasury  during 
the  years  1791  and  1792,  also  transmitted  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  resolutions ;  which  were  partly 
read. 


Thursday,  Fehruary  14. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  the  French  inhabit- 
ants of  GalUopolis,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide 
more,  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage  of  ships  or  vessels  ;"*  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  also,  that  the  Se- 
nate have  agreed  to  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  jointly,  with  a  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 


BERT,  and  to  notify  to  him  of  his  unanimons  re-elee- 
tion  to  the  office  of  Presidert  of  the  Ukitxd 
States. 

Mr.  WiLUAM  Smith,  from  the  coramittee  ap- 
pointed  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  iq>point. 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  aseertaio  and  re- 
port  the  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dert and  Vice  Presideiit  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  expressed  in  the  r^aolntion 
of  the  5th  instant,  made  a  report ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Retohed^  That  a  committee  be  a|^x>inted  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate, 
to  wait  on  the  Presidert,  and  to  notify  him  of  his 
unanimous  re-election  to  the  office  of  PRSsn^sT 
OF  the  Urited  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Mapwos, 
and  Mr.  Laurarcb,  be  of  the  said  eommiUeev  oa 
the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  resum^  the  reading  of  the  Letters 
and  statements  communicated  from  the  Seeretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  yesterday,  and  made  further  pro- 
gress therein. 


Friday,  February  15. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  refund  to  Jacob  Bell  eertaia 
duties  on  pickled  fish,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Bbrjamir  Bourrb,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  printen 
and  booksellers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  made 
a  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  repealing  the  se- 
veral impost  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  fir  as 
they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  usefiil 
beasts  imported  for  breed,  and  for  remitting  the 
duties  heretofore  accrued  on  such  importations,  in 
the  cases  where  they  have  only  been  secured  to  be 
paid. 

Mr.  Greeruf,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  placing  on  the  pension  list 
such  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia  aa  may  be 
wounded  and  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  the  third  time,  and  eom- 
mitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ^'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled *An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  amies  imposed  by  law  on  ^oda, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,*" 
be  committed  to  Messrs.  Goodhue,  Hirdmah,  sjid 
Jeremiah  Smfth. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Letters 
and  statements  communicated  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  Wednesday  last,  and  went  through 
the  same. 

Mr.  Bersor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,*  **  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto:  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next 
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Mr.  GiiiKs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted,  on  the  14th  of  November  last,  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  caasea  of  the  fkilure  of  the  expedition  under 
Major  General  St  Clair,  made  a  revisionary  re- 
port ;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  first 
report,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Wednesday 
next 

A  message  fh>m  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Usefbl  Arts,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose," 
with  seTeral  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Hoase  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  join  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  PasstDKirr,  and 
to  notify  him  of  his  unanimous  re-election  to  the 
office  of  Pbxsidbnt,  or  the  United  States,  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  performed  that 
duty. 

Satubdat,  February  16. 
TRANSFER  OF  PUBLIC  SEOURITIEa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  establish  fees  to  be 
paid  on  the  transfer  of  public  securities. 

The  bill  was  read  by  the  t/hairman.  An  amend- 
ment was  proposed,  which  was  to  strike  out  the 
last  line  of  the  bill,  and  to  substitute  a  clause  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  disposal  of  the  fees,  which  are  to  be 
received  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Loan  Offices. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONS  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
he  should  vote  for  the  bill  or  not  At  present  he 
had  his  doubts  on  the  expediency  of  departing 
from  a  principle  established  in  the  Government, 
which  is,  that  public  officers  should  be  compen- 
sated for  their  services  without  being  authorized 
to  receive  any  fees.  This  principle  has  been  ad- 
hered to  in  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable ;  and 
it  must  appear  the  most  eligible  mode,  when  it  is 
considered  how  difficult  it  is  to  guard  against  abuses 
and  frauds.  He  considered  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  provide  adequate 
checks. 

Mr.  BxKsoN  objected  to  the  provision,  gene- 
rally. He  c<lnsidered  it  as  laying  a  tax  on  a  par- 
ticular species  of  property  already  encumbered 
with  various  restrictions,  in  respect  to  which  there 
is  no  option  left  to  one  of  the  parties.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  prescribed  for  its  own  security  a  par- 
ticular process  in  the  subject  of  transferring  public 
oertificates.  He  saw  no  reason  in  imposing  a  tax 
in  addition  to  these  regulations. 

Mr.  Dayton  (in  replying  to  Mr.  Fitzsimons) 
observed,  that  the  process  of  making  the  transfers, 
»t  the  several  Loan  Offices,  would  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  provide  complete  and  adequate  checks 
^inst  any  abuse  in  the  transaction,  or  embezzle- 
ment of  the  fees ;  the  names  of  the  parties  are  al- 
^^ys  entered  in  books  kept  for  the  purpose,  and 


these  would  furnish  the  necessary  criterions.  With 
respect  to  the  objection  arising  from  the  provision's 
operating  as  a  Ux,  he  conceived  it  did  not  apply 
with  any  greater  force  than  what  might  be  urged 
against  fees  imposed  on  deeds,  ke,  Mr.  D.  con- 
ceived that,  as  a  host  of  clerks  were  employed  in 
the  Treasury  Department  on  this  business  of  trans- 
fer, which  was  done  for  the  benefit  of  individuals, 
he  thought  it  no  more  than  reasonable  that  th^ 
should  pay  the  expense. 

Mr.  Clark  followed  Mr.  Dayton  in  a  train  of 
similar  observations.  He  said  he  saw  no  difficulty 
in  the  case ;  the  expense  will  fall  on  the  specula- 
tors only. 

Mr.  Stvbqes  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
bill  would  operate  as  an  infraction  of  the  law 
making  provision  for  the  Public  Debt  He  con- 
ceived that  that  law  does  not  contemplate  any 
charge  being  paid  b^  the  proprietors  of  public  se- 
curities for  transferring  the  certifltetes ;  they  never 
supposed  that  they  would  be  clogged  with  any  such 
charge.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  should  be 
opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Benson  replied  to  Mr.  Dayton's  remarks 
on  the  tax  imposed  on  deeds;  he  said  the  cases 
are  not  parallel.  In  the  present  case,  there  is  no 
option  to  the  public  creditors;  the  Government 
has  already  prescribed  how  this  business  shall  be 
done ;  it  must  therefore  be  considered  as  a  breach 
of  the  rights  of  the  creditors.  With  respect  to 
the  expenses  falling  exclusively  on  speculators, 
he  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken,  and  men- 
tioned an  instance  to  show  that  persons  who  are 
not  speculators  will  be  subject  to  the  tax.  Mr.  B. 
doubted  the  propriety,  however,  of  a  regulation 
which  should  operate  so  partially.  He  very  much 
doubted  the  legality  of  framing  a  tax  that  should 
be  pointed  at  any  class  of  citizens  in  particular. 

Mr.  Merger,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks 
on  the  general  utility  of  public  institutions,  and 
the  obligation  which  every  citizen  is  under  to  sup- 
port them,  remarked,  that  however  true  this  prin- 
ciple is,  yet  it  is  but  just  that  those  who  derive 
peculiar  personal  advantages  frx>m  these  institu- 
tions, should  pay  for  those  advantages.  He  applied 
this  reasoning  to  the  case  in  hand,  and  observed, 
that  on  this  prindple  he  thought  the  provision  con- 
templated by  the  bill  was  reasonable  and  just 
With  respect  to  taxing  the  property  in  the  funds, 
he  remarked,  that  the  snbiect  involved  the  most 
extensive  considerations.  He  should  not  at  present 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  them ;  but,  he  observed, 
that  it  was  clearlv  his  opinion  that  that  species  of 
property  was  liable  to  taxation  in  common  with 
every  other ;  and  this  idea  he  said  was  sanctioned 
by  the  usages  and  customs  of  nations. 

Mr.  Barnwell  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
particular  regulation  established  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment was  made  for  the  public  advantage ;  if  so, 
ne  could  not  see  the  justice  of  throwing  the  expense 
on  individuals.  If  the  bill  should  be  sustained,  he 
contended  that  the  individuals  should  have  the  al- 
ternative of  transferring  or  not,  as  is  the  case  in 
respect  to  deeds.  He  should  therefore  be  opposed 
to  the  bill,  unless  some  provision  for  an  alternative 
should  accompany  it 
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Mr.  Gbrrt  objected  to  the  bill  on  general  prin- 
ciples. He  stated  sundry  consequences  extremely 
injurious  to  the  public  credit,  which  might  be 
grafted  on  the  principle  contained  in  the  regulation 
proposed. 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  obserred,  that  when  the  propo- 
sition was  first  brought  forward,  he  entertained 
a  &yorable  idea  of  the  proyision;  he  had  not, 
however,  till  this  morning,  critically  examined 
the  operation  of  the  principle  in  relation  to  the 
contract  between  the  Government  and  the  public 
creditors.  He  was  indebted,  he  said,  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  for  the  idea  of  an  inter- 
ference. Mr.  B.  then  analyzed  the  provision  re- 
specting the  Public  Debt,  in  order  to  show  that 
the  regulations  adopted  were  considered  as  final 
and  conclusive;  full  and  complete  provision  was 
made  to  defray  the  expense  by  the  Government ; 
from  hence  he  deduced  this  consequence,  that  the 
tax  contemplated  would  have  a  retrospective  as- 
pect— would  interfere  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
contract,  and  go  to  injuring  the  public  credit  essen- 
tially ;  for,  said  he,  if  Congress  can  lay  a  tax  on 
the  transfer  of  the  public  securities,  they  may  ex- 
tend the  principle  to  such  a  degree  as  to  interdict 
all  transfers  whatever,  yea,  to  taxing  the  Debt; 
an  idea  he  conceived  totally  subversive  of  public 
credit 

Mr.  Datton  remarked,  that  the  reasoning  of  his 
colleague,  and  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, {Mr.  GxRRY,]  went  too  far ;  it  would  apply 
to  every  species  of  imposition  whatever ;  and  the 
Government  would  thereby  be  in  effect  precluded 
from  laying  any  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
cited  precedents  from  Probate  and  other  offices  in 
the  several  States,  to  show  that  payine  fees  was 
customary,  and  was  submitted  to  by  the  people. 
The  parties  deriving  the  benefits,  it  is  universally 
conceived,  should  bear  the  expense  incurred.  With 
respect  to  the  fees,  he  conceived  the  precedent  is 
already  established  by  the  Government ;  fees  are 
paid  in  the  Department  of  State,  these  fees  are 
accounted  for  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  thought  a  similar  mode  might  be  adopted  in 
the  present  case.  Let  the  fees  be  paid  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  let  the  several 
officers  account  with  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department  for  the  same,  who  will  account  to  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Clark  supported  the  bill  by  further  re- 
marks. He  extended  his  ideas  to  taxing  the  public 
securities:  this  expedient,  he  said,  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  possibly  require.  He  repeated  his 
observations  relative  to  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
Treasury,  employed  on  the  business  of  transfers : 
the  great  expense  hereby  incurred,  he  said,  was  for 
the  advantage  of  speculators,  of  which  a  host  was 
collected  in  a  neighboring  city,  where,  as  from  a 
centre,  they  extended  their  negotiations  to  all  parts 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Lavrancb  said,  he  always  considered  it  as 
indicative  of  the  badness  of  a  cause,  when  a  person 
descends  to  general  invectives  against  public  bodies. 
He  alluded  to  Mr.  Clarx^s  reflection  on  the  City  of 
New  York. 


Mr.  Clark  said,  he  had  not  mentioned  Xew 
York. 

Mr.  Laurancb  said,  his  remark  was  applicable 
to  the  gentleman's  reflection,  let  him  refer  to  any 
city  whatever.  Mr.  L.  then  entered  into  a  general 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  stated  the  varioos 
steps  of  the  process  prescribed  by  the  Funding  law 
in  relation  to  transfers.  The  deductions  he  drew 
were  similar  to  those  made  by  Mr.  Bnrsoxi- 

Mr.  Murray  was  against  tiie  bllL  He  fhoaghi 
it  wrong  in  principle,  and,  thinking  so,  no  argu- 
ment speciously  drawn  from  a  small  gain  to  the 
public,  which  it  was  unworthy  in  them  to  de- 
mand, should  tempt  him  to  vote  for  it  He  de- 
clared, that  when  the  bill  was  first  noticed,  his 
reflections  had  presented  the  provision  merdy  in 
a  sort  of  analogy  with  fees  justly  demanded  ia 
Courts,  and  in  common  civil  offices — as  offices  for 
the  registering  of  deeds ;  but  the  moment  the  coarse 
of  his  reflections  had  traced  the  subject  in  that 
analogy,  he  discovered  a  strong  and  inssperable 
objection.  These  institutions,  for  the  support  of 
which  fees  were  demandable  from  such  as  bad 
business,  were  such  as  the  law  established  for  the 
intercourse  between  one  individual  and  another; 
here,  on  the  contrary,  the  law  relates  to  a  pro- 
ceeding in  which  a  debtdr  pubh'e  is  to  transfer  its 
promissory  notes  to  individual  creditors.  The 
public  is  a  debtor,  has  issued  negotiable  paper, 
part  of  the  value  of  which  depends  on  the  facility 
of  negotiation ;  the  necessity  of  registering  trans- 
fers being  merely  to  secure  the  publia  As  the 
debt  was  subscribed  under  the  idea  of  transfers 
being  iree  of  expense,  so  to  force  the  parties  to 
pay  foes  would  diminish  the  value  of  the  property ; 
for,  if  it  be  an  expense  now  to  the  public,  and  that 
expense  be  intended  to  be  taxed  on  the  thing 
transferred,  it  would  amount  to  something  like 
diminishing  of  the  debt  without  discharging  it 
There  is  a  solid  difierence  between  laws  that  regu- 
I  ate  fees  to  be  paid  on  the  transactions  between 
man  and  man,  4ind  such  as  relate  to  transactions 
like  this,  between  a  debtor  public  and  an  individ- 
ual creditor.  If  a  debtor  constitutes  a  debt  of  a 
negotiable  kind,  and  at  the  time  of  issuing  h» 
nottf  makes  each  transfer  necessarily  to  depend 
on  an  act  of  his  own,  he  cannot  expect  to  be  paid 
for  this ;  this  quality  forms  a  part  of  the  value  he 
has  parted  from. 

The  debate  on  the  subject  was  continued  till  a 
late  hour ;  several  other  gentlemen*  spoke  en  the 
occasion.  The  motion  to  amend  the  bill  was  at 
length  agreed  to.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and 
reported  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  February  18. 

A  petition  of  the  Directors  of  the  Library  Com- 
pany of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Loganian  Library,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  so  much  of  the  existing 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  as  imposes  a 
duty  on  books  imported  for  the  use  of  public  libra- 
ries, may  be  repealed. 
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Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
Ifessns.  FiMBLST,  Laurancb,  and  Murray;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Murray,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Prc8Idcmt*8 
Speech  which  relates  to  the  transmission  of  news- 
papers, and  report  whether  anj,  and  what,  altera- 
tions may  be  necessarv  in  the  act  passed  last  session 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  OfiSce,  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitied 
*  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;***  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had  had 
the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  made  several 
amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prrsidritf  of 
TBI  UnTKD  States,  laying  before  Congress  a  re- 
port and  plan  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Potomac,  as  given  in  by  the  Commissioners 
of  that  Territory,  together  with  a  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  accompanied  them.  The 
papers  referred  to  in  the  Message  were  ordered  to 
Ue  on  the  table. 


TuiSDAY,  February  19. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  traders  of 
Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  disadvan- 
tages which  attend  the  operation  of  the  existing 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  prajring  that 
the  same  may  be  revised  and  amended.  Referred 
to  the  Secretary 'of  the  Treasury. 

A  petition  of  Caleb  Newbold,  John  Black,  and 
Sarah  Newbold,  executors  of  the  last  will  and  tes- 
tament of  Caleb  Newbold,  deceased,  praying  com- 
pensation for  provisions  furnished  for  the  use  of 
the  militia  and  navy  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Conti- 
nental service,  during  the  late  war;  idso,  a  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Coit,  Collector  of  the  Revenue  for 
the  Second  Division,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
praying  to  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  which  he  collected  on  ac- 
count of  the  duties  accruing  on  a  quantitv  of  dis- 
tilled spirits,  and  deposited  in  his  storenouse  at 
Norwich^  in  the  said  State,  as  a  place  of  safety ; 
and  which,  together  with  a  part  of  the  money  so 
deposited,  was  consumed  by  fire  on  the  night  of 
the  15th  ultimd. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasury,  with  instructions  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  sundry  paper-makers  in  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  so 
much  of  the  existing  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  as  imposes  a  duty  on  imported  rags  used  in 


the  manufiicture  of  paper,  may  be  repealed ;  and 
also,  that  the  present  duty  on  foreign  paper  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  may  remain.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

*'Jinolv€d,  That  the  Comminioners  for  purchasing 
the  Public  Debt  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  all  their  proceedings  not  heretofore  fur- 
nished:" 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  to  amend  the  said  original  motion,  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  word  "House,**  the  words,  "their 
resolves  as  Commissioners,  approved  bv  the  Prr- 
siDBifT  or  THE  Uhitro  Statxs,  together  with:** 
it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  80,  nays  81,  as 
follows : 

YsA8.-*Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Eebert  Benson,  Klias  Boudinot,  Sbeanashub 
Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomaa 
FitasimoDs,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue^ 
Jamea  Oordon,  Samuel  Qriffin,  Thomas  Hartley, 
James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  Aaron  Mitchell,  John 
Wilkes  Eittera,  John  Laurence,  Amasa  Learned, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  John  Steele, 
Jonathan  Stoigea,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Nats.— Abraham  Baldwin,  Abraham  aark,  William 
Findley,  Elbridge  Gerry,  William  B  Giles,  Christopher 
Greenup.  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Darnel 
Heister,  William  Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Bicfaard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  liaoon,  Jamea  Madison,  Joho  Francis 
Mener,  John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  An- 

ros  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Alezan- 
D.  Orr,  John  Paee,  Jonah  Parker,  Cornelius  0. 
Scboonmaker,  Jeremiidi  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell.  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Abraham  Venable,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis 
Willis. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  to  amend  the  said  original  motion, 
by  striking  out  the  words  *'  not  heretofore  furnish- 
ed,** and  insertine,  in  lien  thereof;  the  words  ^'  un- 
der the  acts  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt, 
since  the  date  of  the  purchases  mentioned  in  their 
last  report:**— it  pasMd  in  the  n^^tive— yeas  18, 
nays  48,  as  Mows: 

YiAs.— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Sheariaahub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Nichohn  Oilman,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Oeorae 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jo- 
nathan Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wada- 
worth,  and  Artemas  Ward.  «  , ,   . 

NATB.--John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
Abraham  Churk,  William  Findley,  Thoooas  Fitasimons, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  William  K  Giles,  James  Gordon, 
Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  GriflSn, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heia- 
ter,  James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Daniel  Hu- 
ger, Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Wilkes  Kittcra, 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page, 
Joeiab  Parker,  Comelina  C.  Scfaoonmaker,  Peter  Syl- 
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Tester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele, 
Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Abruiam  Venable,  Alexander  White,  and 
Francis  Willis. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  Agree  to  the  sud  original  motion,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  afflrmatiye— yeas  89,  najs  22,  as 
follows :  ' 

YcAs.-— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  William  Findley,  Elbridge  Gefrj,  William 

B.  Giles,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew 
Oreggi  Samnel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas 
Hartfey,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Hindman,  Philip 
Key,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Ridiard  Bland  Lee,  Nar 
thaoiel  Maoon,  James  Kadison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
John  Milledge,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augustus 
Muhlenherff,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 

C.  Schoonmaker,  Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Venable, 
Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nat& — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
eon,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Nicho- 
las Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Hillhouse,  Da- 
niel Hoger,  Aaron  Blitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amasa 
Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Artemas  Ward. 

Mr.  Sbdowick,  from  the  Managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amendments 
depending  between  the  two  Houses,  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid 
Pensions,"  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prxsiocict  op 
THK  UiiiTXD  States,  stating  that  it  had  been  agreed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  a  treaty  or 
conference  shall  be  held  at  the  ensuing  season  with 
the  hostile  Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  in  order 
to  remove,  if  {Kwsible,  all  causes  of  difference,  and 
to  establish  a  solid  peace  with  them ;  and  that,  as 
the  estimates  heretofore  presented  to  the  House  for 
the  current  year  did  not  contemplate  this  object,  it 
would  be  proper  that  an  express  provision  be 
made  by  law,  as  well  for  the  general  expenses  of 
the  treaty,  as  to  establish  the  compensation  to  be 
allowed  the  Commissioners  who  shall  be  appointed 
for  the  purpose ;  and  that  he  would  direct  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  to  lay  before  the  House  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expenses  which  may  probably  attend 
this  measure. 

The  SPE4KXR  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  the  estimate 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Message;  which,  to- 
gether with  the  said  Message,  vras  read,  and  oitler- 
ed  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Whitb, 
and  Mr.  Wadsworth,  with  instruction  to  report 
thereon  by  way  of  bill  or  bills. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  some,  and  insist  on 
others  of  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this 
House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
claims  to  Invalid  Pensions  ;'*  the  Senate  have  also 
passed  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  Authorize  the 


Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  acoount 
of  Thomas  Wishart,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Armj 
of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Honae. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameod- 
ment,  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  froa 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with 
sundry  statements  and  reports,  containing  a  further 
answer  to  the  resolutions  of  this  House,  of  the 
twenty-third  of  January  last ;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  February  20. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooii 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  ^  Aa 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  one  thousand  seyen  hundrsd 
and  ninety-three,**  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act 
in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,'  **  together 
with  the  amendments  agreed  to  on  Monday  last, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  the  French  in> 
habitants  of  GUUiopolis,  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  Nmihwest  of  the  river  Ohio ;  where> 
upon, 

Be9oloed^  That  there  be  granted  to  the  said  pe- 
titioners thirty  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  divided 
among  them  in  quantities  proportioned  to  their  late 
purchases  of  the  Sciota  Company;  and  that  the 
further  quantity  of  twenty  thousand  acres  be  divided 
equally  among  such  of  the  said  petitioners  as  are 
actual  settlers  of  the  said  territory. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Waiw- 
WORTH,  Mr.  Sbdowick,  Mr.  Fuidlbt,  Mr.  WHrnt, 
and  Mr.  Barnwell,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  la 
bring  in  a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Congress,  and  that  Mr.  Muhlbnbsbs, 
Mr.  Wiluam  Smith,  and  Mr.  Sbdowick,  be  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  James  Warring- 
ton, attorney  in  fact  of  Joseph  Blachford,  surviving 
partner  of  Harris  &  Blachford ;  whereupon, 

Reeoloedy  That  the  Accounting  Officers  of  the 
Treasunr  cause  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-eieht  dollars  and  ninety  centi, 
charged  to  John  Banks  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  to  be  credited  to  the  said  John  Banks,  and 
that  the  sum  so  credited  be  charged  to  the  account 
of  such  other  person  as  in  their  opinion  shall  be 
jusUy  chargeable  therewith. 

Chrdered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Giles, 
Mr.  LivBRMORB,  and  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  do  .prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  on  the 
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bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  In- 
ralid  Pensions,"  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference  on  the  sabjeot-matter  of 
the  said  amendments ;  whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the 
^nate  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from  its 
Jisagreement  to  the  amendment  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  sud  bill. 


Thubsday,  February  21. 

Mr,  BouDTHOT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  defray 
ihe  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  Northwest 
3f  the  river  Ohio;  which  was  received,  read  twice, 
ind  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  re- 
port on  the  petitions  of  Rawleigh  P.  Downman 
ind  Oliver  Towles ;  and  the  same  being  read, 

OrderedL,  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  re- 
lates to  the  petition  of  Rawleigh  P.  Downman 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Sumfter,  and  Mr. 
Ward  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
ind  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
JO  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  re- 
ates  to  the  petition  of  Oliver  Towles  do  lie  on  the 
;able. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
>ring  in  a  bill  for  the  following  purposes :  To  re- 
ruUte  the  mode  of  taking  bail  in  certi^n  cases ; 
;o  regulate  the  recovery  of  costs  against  informers 
>r  relators,  in  certain  cases ;  to  point  out  the  mode 
n  which  suits  for  penalties  under  the  revenue  laws 
>f  the  United  States  shall  commence ;  to  extend 
^xecations  on  transcripts  of  judgments  from  one  dis- 
;rict  to  another,  and  to  regulate  the  costs  and  fees 
n  cases  of  the  commitment  of  witnesses ;  and  that 
tfr.  MuRRAT,  Mr.  Bouoi50T,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Smith,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating  certain 
'eaaons  for  delaying  bis  Report  on  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  com- 
nercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
lationsy  as  directed  by  the  order  of  the  House  of 
Ihe  twenty-third  February,  one  thousand  seven 
lundred  and  ninety-one,  and  suggesting  that  he  is 
now  ready  to  report  on  that  subject,  if  the  House 
)hall  be  pleased  to  direct  him  so  to  do. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to 
tfr.  G11.E8,  Mr.  Laurarce,  Mr.  Willum  Smith, 
kfr.  Baldwir,  and  Mr.  Berjamin  Bourne;  that 
hej  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
he  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
[ioase. 

A  memorial  of  Eli  Elmer,  late  a  Captain  Lieu- 
«nant  of  Artillery  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  pray* 
ng  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  a  claim  lor 
lepreciation  of  pay,  supplies  of  clothing,  and  other 
itores,  due  to  him  for  military  services  rendered 
laring  the  late  war. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  instruction  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  directing  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Banks  the  sum  of  nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and 
ninety  cents ;  which  was  received,  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

SETTLEMENT  OP  STATE  ACCOUNTS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An 
act  in  addition  to  and  for  amending  the  act,  for  ex- 
tending the  time  limited  for  settling  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  individual 
States. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill.  This  section  goes  to  repeal  the 
second  section  of  the  former  act,  which  makes 
the  State  of  Vermont  a  party  to  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States. 
In -support  of  the  motion  it  was  said  that  Ver- 
mont, participating  in  all  the  advantages  of  the 
independence  of  the  country,  and,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union,  is  justly  chargeable  with  its 
quota  of  all  the  expenses  that  have  been  incur- 
red ;  that  as,  on  the  one  hand,  were  she  a  creditor 
State,  she  doubtless  would  come  in  for  her  pro- 
portion of  the  balances  which  shall  appear  to  be 
due  from  the  United  States  to  the  creditor  States ; 
BO  on  the  other,  if  she  is  a  debtor  State,  it  is  but 
reasonable  that  she  should  be  liable  to  pay  her  pro- 
portion of  those  balances ;  a  contrary  principle,  it 
was  said,  will  increase  the  burdens  of  other  States. 
It  was  further  said,  that  in  all  the  great  questions 
relative  to  the  finances  and  accounts  of  the  United 
States,  the  voice  of  Vermont  has  had  its  propor- 
tional influence;  and  she  is  therefore  on  every 
principle  to  be  considered  as  a  constituent  part  of 
the  Union,  and  liable  to  all  the  disadvantages  re- 
sulting from  the  connexion. 

In  opposition  to  the  motion,  !t  was  said  that 
Vermont,  as  a  Government,  bore  her  proportion 
of  the  expenses  and  sacrifices  of  the  war.  She 
was  a  frontier  State,  and  the  only  barrier  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  Her  exertions 
during  the  war  were  made  by  her  citizens  alone, 
without  assistance  from  the  other  States.  That, 
in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  confusion  which 
prevailed  in  that  State,  the  accounts  of  her  ser- 
vices and  supplies  were  lefb  in  a  very  deranged 
situation.  That  though  the  former  act  allowed 
twelve  months  for  her  to  bring  in  her  claims,  yet 
it  is  said  the  other  States  have  had  a  much  longer 
time.  That,  though  it  should  be  concluded  that 
Vermont  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
Confederacy  prior  to  her  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  time  certainly  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended for  her  to  bring  in  her  accounts.  But  it 
was  urged  that  she  could  not  be  so  considered; 
and  therefore  is  not  a  party  to  the  accounts,  nrior 
to  that  period.  Since  she  came  into  the  Union 
under  the  new  Constitution,  she  has  borne,  and 
^  will  continue  to  bear  her  proportion  of  the  burdens 
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of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  obliged  to  pay 
her  proportion  of  the  balances  which  shall  be  found 
due  from  the  Union.  In  answer  to  the  reasoning 
from  her  being  represented  on  the  floor  of  Congress, 
it  was  said  that  the  Representatives  of  that  State 
are  Representatives  of  the  Union ;  they  act  in  a 
Legislative  capacity,  and  not  as  a  committee  of  ac- 
counts. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section  was 
negatived.  Some  further  amendments  were  moved, 
but  disagreed  to.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment  In  the  House,  Mr.  W.  Smith  renewed 
the  motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section,  and 
called  for  the  ayes  and  nays,  which  were — ^yeas  17, 
Days  39,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Robert  Barnwell,  Elias  Boodinot,  Shearia- 
shub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Jo* 
nathan  Dayton,  Elbridge  Oerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Da- 
niel Hoger,  Jd^n  WiUus  Kittera,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Samu«l  Livermore,  William  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturgei^ 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Yenable,  and  Francis 
WilUs. 

Nats. — Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Egbert  Benson,  Thomas  FttsBiraons,  William 

B.  Giles,  Benjamin  Ooodhue,  James  Gordon,  Christo- 
pher Greenup,  Andrew  Gresg,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Heieter,  James  Uillhouse, 
William  Hindman,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Laurence, 
Amasa  Learned,  Geoige  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Maooo, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Meroer,  John  Milledge, 
Andrew  Moore,  William  Vans  Murrey,  Nathaniel  Niles^ 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Cornelius 

C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Israel  Smith, 
John  Steele,  Geoige  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  Alexander  White, 
and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  thurd 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  exempting  from  impost  duties  useful 
beasts  imported  for  breed. 

The  bill  being  read,  it  was  moved  to  add  after 
the  words  "  for  breed,"  or  on  rags. 

Mr.  LiVERMORE  objected  to  this  motion.  He 
observed  that  the  object  of  the  bill  is  to  encourage 
the  importation  of  stallions,  bulls,  and  boars,  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  breed  of  useful  ani- 
mal&  These,  he  said,  ought  to  stand  alone ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  very  odd  association  to  con- 
nect them  with  rags.  Besides,  said  he,  I  do  not 
conceive  there  is  any  necessity  for  bringing  in  the 
article,  for  when  the  rage  of  calling  for  information 
is  abated,  there  will  be  such  a  diminution  of  the 
business  of  printing,  that  he  doubted  not  a  sufficient 
quanUiy  of  rags  might  be  obtained  in  the  country 
by  the  paper-makers. 

Other  objections  were  made  bv  several  members, 
and  the  motion  being  put,  was  lost  The  bill  was 
then  reported  without  amendment.  Some  verbal 
amendments  were  made  in  the  House.  The  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


Friday,  February  23. 

A  memorial  of  Arthur  St.  Clur,  Governor  o^ 
the  Territory  of  the  United  StaUs  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 


read,  stating  that,  in  the  exeeutioii  of  eertai 
duties,  and  the  performance  of  aoodry  serrm, 
prescribed  by  the  late  Congress,  the  memorialHt 
made  disbursements,  and  contracted  debts,  whkk 
considerably  exceeded  the  funds  placed  in  lai 
hands,  and  preying  that  the  officera  of  the  Tro- 
surv  may  be  empowered  to  adjoat  his  aceoimti, 
and  pay  whatever  balance  may  be  foaad  due  to 
him. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
Mr.  FiTZsiMORS,  Mr.  Thatcher,  and  Mr.  HnmxAi; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  tberenpon,  to  the 
House. 

A  memorial  of  John  Ross,  of  the  dty  of  PbDs- 
delphia,  merchant,  was  presented  to  the  House  aad 
read,  preying  that  a  claim  for  a  balance  due  to  tk 
memorialist  by  the  United  States,  for  sundry  pur- 
chases of  merchandise  in  Europe,  on  commissioii, 
and  for  which  he  rendered  an  account  to  the  kte 
Congress,  in  the  month  of  January,  one  thonaaod 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  may  be  conaideitd 
and  decided  on. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Gerrt,  Mr.  Hugek,  and  Mr.  Tucker  ;  thst 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

A  memorial  of  Hugh  Hughes,  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  the  liquiaation  and  settlement  of  a  claim  for 
services  as  Commissary  of  Military  Stores,  and  As- 
sistant Quartermaster  General  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruction  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereapoi 
to  the  House. 

A  memorial  of  the  Society  **  for  promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  for  the  relief  of  persons  un- 
lawfully held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  African  race,**  in  the  States  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Massachusetts,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  praying  the  attention  of  Congreia 
to  the  subiect  of  their  memorial,  presented  tbe 
eighth  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  relative  to  the  slave  trade. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Elizabeth  Fish,  late  relict  and 
widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  Deiraoce, 
of  the  county  of  Luzerne,  in  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 
vania,  deceased,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of 
the  loss  of  her  late  husband,  who  was  killed  in  in 
engagement  with  a  detachment  of  British  troops 
and  Indians,  whilst  in  the  militia  service ;  as  also, 
that  she  may  be  reimbursed  for  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  deceased,  which  was  pioa- 
dered  or  destroyed  by  the  siud  detachment,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight 

Also,  a  petition  of  Patrick  Jack,  of  Franklin 
county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  preying  that 
the  tiUe  to  a  tract  of  land  of  fifteen  miles  sqnare, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  granted 
to  the  petitioner,  by  the  late  Province  of  North 
Carolina,  the  seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  seveo 
hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  which  has  since  been 
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eded  to  the  Cherokee  Indians,  by  the  United 
>tate8,  at  a  late  treaty,  xnaj  be  restored  to  him, 
jdd  himself  and  his  niends  permitted  to  settle 
hereon,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  Indians. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Nine 
Vlile  and  Baker's  Creek,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Cerritorj  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  river, 
Dhio,  to  the  like  effect 

Also,  a  memorial  of  John  Parker,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  such  alterations  may  be 
nade  in  the  act  establishing  the  Post  Office,  as  to 
place  the  transmission  of  monthly  publications  on 
Jie  same  footing  with  newspapers  published  with- 
in the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  and  petitions 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meetiaff  of  Congress ;  which  was  received, 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  McTRRAT,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  bail,  process,  and  costs, 
m  the  Courts  of  the  Unit^  States ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  OooDHUE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled *'  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  mto  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  reported 
an  amendment  thiereto ;  which  was  read,  and,  to- 
gether vrith  the  said  bill,  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn  for  half  an  hour. 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  de- 
manded by  one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  42,  nays  18. 

One  o'clock^  P.  M. 

The  House  met,  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  land  to 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis ;  which  was 
received,  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  hud  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
a  further  statement  in  answer  to  the  late  resolu- 
tions of  this  House ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  year  1793  was 
taken  up,  with  some  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
one  of  which  was,  that  in  the  bill  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate, the  House  of  Representatives  had  specified 
all  the  items  of  each  sum  granted  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  War  Department;  but  the  Senate's 
amendment  condenses  the  whole  into  one  aggre- 
gate sum.  This  occasioned  some  debate ;  and  it 
was  observed  that,  by  thus  making  one  sweeping 
grant,  the  particular  items  are  kept  out  of  view, 
80  as  to  render  any  future  inquiries  into  the  appli- 
cation of  the  public  money  extremely  difiicult, 
and  leaves  too  much  discretionary  power  in  the 


hands  of  the  Head  of  the  Department ;  for,  al- 
though it  would  be  expected  that  he  should  apply 
the  money  to  each  particular  object  of  the  many 
expressed  in  the  estimate  by  him  furnished,  yet, 
if  they  were  not  also  specified  in  the  law,  he  would 
not  M  obligated  to  pursue  this  conduct ;  in  fact, 
he  might  apply  the  whole  to  a  few  of  the  objects, 
perhaps  to  only  one,  and  leave  all  the  others  un- 
supported.   Indeed,  it  must  be  granted  that  there 
are  discretionary  powers  which  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed, such  as  respect  particular  contingencies, 
&c,  but  this  should  never  be  permitted  to  extend 
to  such  an  extravagant  degree  as  the  Senate's 
amendments  would  authorize.    Several  members 
spoke  on  the  occasion ;  and  it  was  argued  that  the 
items  had  been  already  examined  and  discussed 
in  the  House,  and  that,  as  the  total  was  not  altered 
by  the  Senate,  there  could  not  be  any  danger  in 
concurring  with  the  amendments.    On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  objected  that,  as  there  was  an* ex- 
pectation of  peace  with  the  Indians,  and  that 
therefore  the  recruiting  service  would  be  arrested, 
all  these  hopes  of  the  public  might  be  frustrated, 
in  case  the  recruiting  service  was  continued,  and 
larger  sums  might  be  applied  to  it  than  would  be 
proper,  unless  the  law  should  expressly  limit  it. 
Ana  there  was  no  limitation  of   specific  sums 
mentioned  in  the  Senate's  amendment  but  the 
sweeping  total  of  nine  hundred  and  sixtr-three 
thousand  dollars,  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  for 
contingencies — nearly  a  round  million.     It  was 
again  urged  by  those  who  wished  the  House  to 
concur  with  the  Senate  that  a  discretionary  power 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  would  be  a  sufficient  check ;  and 
it  was  therefore  suggested  that  a  committee  of 
conference  be  appointed  between  the  two  Houses, 
to  introduce  a  dause  in  the  law  for  this  purpose. 
A  discretionary  power  must  be  lodged  somewhere 
to  meet  contmgencies ;  for  instance,  it  may  be 
found  expedient  to  mount  the  militia,  or  to  vary 
the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  therefore  in 
some  cases  to  apply  the  money,  specifically  appro- 
priated for  some  of  the  objects  which  might  upon 
trial  be  discovered  unnecessary,  to  other  objects  of 
real  utility.    The  debate  was  continued  for  a  con- 
siderable time;  and  at  length  the  question  for 
concurring  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  said  amendment,  and  passed  in  the 
negative — ^yeas  30,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Fisher  Aoies,  Egbert  Benson,  Ellas  Boudi- 
not,  Sbeaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  Elbrid^e  Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup,  Andrew 
Gregg,  James  Hillhouse,  Daniel  Huger,  John  Laurance, 
Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  LiTeriii»re, 
John  Milledge,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Josiah  Parker.  Corne- 
lius C.  Schoonmaker,  Tlieodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  George  Thatcher, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Francis 
Willia 

Nats.— John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin.  Ro- 
bert Barnwell,  Abraham  Clark,  William  Findley,  Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin,  Wil- 
I  liam  Barry  Grove,  Tliomas  Hartley,  William  Uiudman, 
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Phflip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Jamea  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Aogustns  Muhlenberg,  Wil- 
liam Vans  Murray,  Alexander  D.  Orr.  John  Page,  Peter 
SyWester,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Thomas  Sump- 
ter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  lliomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abra- 
iiam  Venable,  Alexander  White,  and  Hugh  William- 


son. 


An  amendment  to  the  section  which  authorizes 
the  President  to  make  a  Loan  to  the  amount  of 
9800,000,  was  arrested  by  an  objection  to  the  sec- 
tion itself,  which  had  already  passed  the  two 
Houses.  Without  deciding  on  tnis  amendment, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Satubday,  February  23. 

An  enffrossed  bill  to  repeal  the  several  impost 
laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be 
deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  im- 

Sorted  for  breed,  and  for  remitting  the  duties 
eretofore  accrued  on  such  importations,  in  the 
oases  where  they  have  only  been  secured  to  be 
paid,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

As  engrossed  bill,  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  cer- 
tain persons  who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under 
the  sanction  of  fiags  of  truce,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settlin^the 
accounts  of  the  United  States  with  the  individual 
States,*  ^  was  read  the  third  time. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  warmly  opposed. 
The  opposition  arose  from  the  idea  tnat  if  the 
State  of  Vermont  is  not  considered  as  a  party  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States,  as  contemplated 
by  the  bill,  it  will  operate  to  the  injury  of  the 
other  States.  A  motion  for  recommitting  the  bill 
was  made  and  negatived. 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  39,  nays  17, 
as  follows : 

Tkas. —  Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot,  Abraham 
Clark,  Tbomaa  Fitzsimons,  William  B.  Giles,  Benja- 
min Goodhue,  James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John 
Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madiaon,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew 
Moore,  Frederick  Aua;ustu8  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  1^.  Orr,  Josiah 
Parker,  Cornelius  0.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Peter  Sylvester,  Israel  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel 
Sterrett,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Artemas  Ward,  Alexander 
White,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nats. — Robert  Barnwell,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicho- 


las Gilman,  William  Hindman,  Daniel  Huger,  Radard 
Bland  Lee,  Samuel  livermore,  Wilham  Smith.  Jau- 
than  Sturges,  Thomas  Sumpter,  George  Tbatdier. 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham  Veoabl^  sod  FraaoB 
WiUia 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  consideration  of  the  amendpMnts  pfoposri 
by  the  Senate  to  the  Appropriation  Bill  was  re- 
sumed by  the  House.  The  Bmendmeat  to  the 
section  authorizing  a  Loan,  in  antidpatioii  of  the 
funds,  was  further  debated.  Their  amendmes! 
goes  to  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the  Pen- 
dent OF  THE  United  States  to  my  off  the 
Debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is 
instalments  not  exceeding  fift^  thousand  doi- 
lara,  having  respect  to  the  public  exigencies  isd 
the  state  of  the  Treasury.  The  discretioBszT 
power  hereby  proposed  to  he  invested  was  op- 
posed, as  not  being  properly  liniited,  as  the  prori- 
sion  for  paying  off  the  debt  in  question  was  irre- 
lative to  the  proper  ideas  of  an  appropriation  UU, 
and  as  the  liCgislature  ought  not  to  delegate  tha 
discretion.  It  was  further  opposed,  as  making  as 
arrangement  to  pay  a  debt  to  a  public  body  before 
it  was  due,  in  preference  to  payine  individiak 
whose  demands  are  already^  due.  In  oppositioEi 
to  this  reasoning,  it  was  said  that  the  amendaieflt 
contemplates  a  provision  in  a  case  which  has  bees 
the  subject  of  complaint  to  those  who  now  oppos 
it ;  and  that  is,  it  vests  a  power  in  the  President 
OF  the  United  States  to  employ,  from  time  to 
time,  the  revenues  in  the  Treasury  which  mtr 
not  be  especially  appropriated  for  other  purposeSf 
to  pay  off  its  debts ;  so  that  the  revenues  may  DOt 
at  any  time  lie  useless.  That  the  public  moocjs 
should  lie  dormant  and  uselesa  in  the  Treasoiy 
(which  it  was  denied  has  ever  been  the  case)  b^ 
been  a  subject  of  declamation ;  and  now  that  as 
unexceptionable  expedient  is  proposed  to  guaid 
against  such  a  contingency  as  a  surplus  reTeDoe 
would  present,  the  opposition  is  continued  from 
the  same  quarter.  After  a  long  debate,  the  ques- 
tion on  concurring  with  the  Senate  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — ^yeos  34,  nays  25,  u 
follows : 

Teas. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  l^bert  Bep- 
soD,  Elias  Boudioot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjaiaui 
Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  £lbridge  Oerry,  Nichobs 
Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James  Gkirdon,  Chnsb>- 

{>ber  Greenup,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhonse.  Wil- 
iam  Hindman,  Daniel  Huger,  Philip  Key,  Aaroa 
Kitchell,  John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Oeoige 
Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Kiles,  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  WOli^ 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan  Stai]^ 
Oeorac  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  Wada  worth,  Artemas  WaM 
and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nxra — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Jona- 
than Dayton,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Fitssimoos* 
William  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Ban; 
Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrev 
Muore,  William  VansHurrav,  Alexander  D.  Orr.  Joba 
Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  Sumpter, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Abraham 
Venable,  Alexander  White,  and  Francis  Willis. 
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Monday,  February  26. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^'  An  act  to  proyide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
certain  persons  who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under 
the  sanction  of  flags  of  truce ;"  and,  the  same  being 
read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  it<ielf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels  ;* " 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said 
bill  under -consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto:  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments  thereto,  was  then  re^  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment,  to  a 
disagreement  to  which  this  House  have  adhered,  to 
the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
regulate  the  claims  to  invalid  Pensions."  The  Se- 
nate also  recede  from  their  fifth  amendment,  dis- 
agreed to  by  this  House,  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Qovernment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety -three." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  for  repealing  the  several  impost  laws  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  im- 
pose a  duty  on  useful  beasts  imported  for  breed, 
and  for  remitting  the  duties  which  have  heretofore 
accrued  on  such  importations,  in  the  cases  where 
they  have  only  been  secured  to  be  paid,"  with 
leyeral  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, and,  the  same  being  read,  were  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  the  Public 
Debt,  accompanying  a  report  and  statement  of  all 
their  proceedings,  not  heretofore  furnished,  made 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  nineteenth  in- 
stant, which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians  Northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chauman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  conside- 
ration, and  made  an  amendment  thereto. 

Ordei-ed,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  altering  the  places  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts 
m  the  districts  of  Vermont  and  North  Carolina,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 
I'ho  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 


Mr.  GiLKS  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
twentieth  instant,  communicating  certain  reasons 
for  delaying  his  report  on  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations,  directed  by  order  of  the  House  of 
the  twenty-third  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  reported  that  it  is  not  ex- 
pedient to  call  for  the  said  report  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress;"  which  report  was 
agreed  ta 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Be$ohed^  That  the  term  for  receiving  on  loan 
that  part  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States 
whicn  may  not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  March  next  pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in 
the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  making  provision  lor  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States,"  and  also  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  be 
extended  on  the  same  terms  as  is,  by  the  first 

recited  act  provided,  to  the day  of ;  and 

books  for  receiving  such  farther  subscriptions  shall 
be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 

only,  and  to  continue  open  until  the  said day 

of ,  inclusively. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Good- 
BDE,  Mr.  Griffin,  and  Mr.  Gbbgo,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

TussDAT,  February  26. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  fh>m  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,* " 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  supporting 
light-houses,  not  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and 
that  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Griffin,  and  Mr.  Tbbd- 
WBLL,  be  the  said  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment, reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  the  bill  making  an  appropriation 
to  defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and  the  same  being  read, 
was  amed  to. 

Order^d^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
mori-ow. 
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On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  Houae 
do  noir  resolTe  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  take  into  consideration  the  re- 
ports of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  fiiilure  of  the  expedition  under 
Miyor  Qeneral  St  Glair,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  reports. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill^  entitled  **  An  act 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,*'  with  sereral  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
hare  also  passed  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  fixing 
the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Congress," 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrenoe  of  this  House. 


WsDNESDAT,  February  27. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorise  a  grant  of  land  to 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Cralliopolis,  wss  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  an  appropriation  to 
defray  the  expense  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians 
Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  GitoyB,  from  the 'committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  extending  the  time  for  receiv- 
ing on  Loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States  which  may  not  be  subscribed  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three;  which  was  reoeiTed, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  FiTzsucoNs,  from  the  oommittee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  and  public  piers;  which  was  received,  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  stating,  certain 
inaccuracies  in  printing  the  statements  communi- 
cated by  his  firet  and  second  Letters,  lately  pre- 
sented, on  the  subject  of  Foreign  Loans,  and  ex- 
pressing a  wish  that  some  regulation  may  be  adopt- 
ed to  enable  the  Head  of  the  Treasury  Department 
to  stcure  the  fidelity  and  correctness  of  the  printed 
copies  of  the  reports  which  shall  hereafter  be  made 
to  the  House,  and  sliall  be  committed  to  the  press 
by  their  order. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  liCtter  be  referred  to 
Mr.  FiTzsiMONS,  Mr.  Sbdowiok,  and  Mr.  Dayton  ; 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  QiLBs,  after  some  pointed  animadversions  on 
the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
to  the  House  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  passed,  read  several  resolutions  relative 
thereto ;  which  were  handed  to  the  Clerk,  again 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled 
*^An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes ;"  the  same  was  agreed  ta 


A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  .the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  providing  an  annual  allowance  for  the  edsci- 
tion  of  Hugh  Mercer  ;**  to  which  they  desire  tk 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposea  by  the  Senate  to  the  ameodmecti 
of  this  House  to  the  biU,  entitled  **  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  tk 
Judicial  CourU  of  the  United  States.' "  A^ben- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the  sud 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  anoesd- 
ments  of  this  House  to  the  said  bill,  with  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  wit :  In  the  amendmeot  of 
the  Senate  to  the  first  amendment  of  this  House, 
after  the  word  '*  abeent,'^  insert  these  words,  "*  or 
shall  have  been  of  counsel,  or  be  concerned  in  ii* 
terest  in  any  cause  then  pending.'* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amesd- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meet- 
of  Coneress."    Whereupon, 

Beeotved,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
said  amendments. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  trom  the  Senate 
entitled  '*  An  act  for  altering  the  places  of  boldiss 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  districts  of  Vermont  aad 
North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes;"  ani 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  ChairmaQ  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bS 
under  conaideration,  and  made  several  ameod- 
ments  thereto;  which  were  severally  twice  rod, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Litxbxobs,  lif- 
Sbogwzck,  and  Mr.  Bbmjamin  Bourns. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  make  further  provision  for  secur- 
ing and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and  do- 
mestic distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,  and 
that  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Thatchxb,  and  Hr< 
Tucker,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  Ad  ad 
providing  an  annual  allowance  for  the  education  of 
Hugh  Mercer,*'  was  read  the  first  time ;  and,  oppo- 
sition being  made  thereto,  the  question  was  put, 
*'  Shall  the  said  bill  be  rejected?"  and  passed  io 
the  negative.  Whereupon,  the  said  bill  was  reid 
the  second  time,  and  onlered  to  be  committed  to  i 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*Ao 
act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  proceediiigs 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  tod 
for  other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  &om 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying  » 
supplementary  estimate  of  certain  sums  for  wbia 
appropriations  are  necessary ;  which  were  rod, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  FmsiuovSt  ^• 
Madison,  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  with  instructioQ 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  punsaant 
there  ta 
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A  Messtge  was  received  from  the  PiuniDBirr 
OP  Tm  Umitbd  States,  with  a  copy  of  an  ex- 
emplification of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  ceding  to  the  United  States  the  jurisdiction 
of  certain  lands  on  Montauk  Point,  for  the  pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  said  act :  And  a  copy  of  a 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  New  York  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  accompanied  the  ex- 
emplification. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  Message  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SPBAKsa  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying a  copy  of  the  oflScial  report  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  upon  his  ac- 
count of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  from  the  Ist  of  October  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1792,  inclusive ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
At>m  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing an  abstract  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  from  the  United  States,  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1791,  to  the  80th  of  September,  1792; 
also,  two  returns  of  impost  and  tonnage,  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1791 ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Bair- 
iAMiN  BouRif B,  and  Mr.  Stcbbctt  ;  that  they  do 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  until  6  o^clock  p.  dl 

EvBNiMo  Session — 6  p.  x. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill|  entitled 
"An  act  to  ascertain  the  fees  in  Admiralty  pro- 
ceedings in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  agreed  ta 

REIMBUBSEMENT  OF  LOAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  pro- 
Tiding  for  a  reimbursement  of  a  Loan  made  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  lay  on  the  table. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee ;  and  the  bill  being  read,  a  motion 
was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  which  au- 
thorizes a  loan. 

Mr.  Babnwbll  said,  as  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
inaking  the  loan  of  two  millions,  as  contemplated 
in  the  section,  he  thought  it  due  to  himself  and  to 
the  Committee  to  state  the  reason  which  will  in- 
duce him  to  affree  to  the  motion  for  striking  out 
the  section,  it  is,  said  he,  because  there  is  not 
time  during  the  session  to  go  into  such  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  subject  as  it  merited ;  such  an  in- 
vestigation, he  was  persuaded,  would  convince 
efery  unprejudiced  mind  that  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  effect  the  loan. 

Mr.  Madison  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 

section,  setting  aside  the  consideration  that  the 

United  States  are  not  under  obligation   to  dis- 

eharge  the  whole  sum  of  two  millions  at  the  pre- 

2o  CoK.— 29 


sent  time;  he  very  much  doubted  the  policy  of 
making  loans  at  that  amount,  when  the  question 
Whether  any  saving  could  be  made  thereby?  is 
problematical,  considering  the  rate  of  hiterest  in 
Kurope.  He  thought  it  probable,  that,  before  the 
time  came  round  when  the  United  States  might 
be  obliged  to  discharge  the  whole  of  this  debt, 
money  may  be  obtained  on  more  advantageous 
terms  than  at  present,  if  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  borrow. 

The  section  was  struck  out,  nem.  ooti. 

Several  amendments  were  made  to  the  next 
section.  The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported 
the  same.  The  House  adopted  the  amendments, 
and 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  directing  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Banks 
the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents;  and,  alter  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  consi- 
deration, and  made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con* 
sideration,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto ; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Williamson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  accompanying  an  abstract  of  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  United 
States,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1791,  to  the  30th 
of  September,  1792 ;  also,  two  returns  of  impost 
and  tonnage,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  made  a 
report     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  one  hundred  copies  of  the  said 
abstract  and  returns  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  two  Houses. 


Thursday,  February  28. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Banks  the 
sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  establishment  and  support  of  light-houses,  bea- 
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cons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTZSiMONS,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  making  further  provision  for 
securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas; 
which  was  received,  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  to  pre* 
pare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  that  Mr.  FiTZSi- 
voKS,  Mr.  Benjamin  Boubni,  and  Mr.  Mubbat,  be 
the  said  committee. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, presented  a  bill  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  mentioned;  which  was  received,  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  LiTERuoRE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  altering  the  places  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  districts  of  Vermont 
and  North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes,**  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  first  amendment  of  this  House,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act, 
entitled  *An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  United  Sutes  :*  *'  The  Senate  also  adhere  to 
their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Congress.'* 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned.   Whereupon, 

Hesohed,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments ;  that  a  con- 
ference be  desired  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  same,  and  that  Mr.  Livermobe,  Mr. 
Muhlenberg,  and  Mr.  Wiluax  Smfth,  be  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  authorize  Ephraim  Kimberly 
to  locate  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him  for  ser- 
vices in  the  late  American  Army ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense 
of  a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio.** 

OFFICIAL  CONDUCT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

THE  TREASURY. 

The  resolutions  brought  forward  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Giles,  were  called  for  by  that  gentleman. 
The  reading  being  finished,  Mr.  Ahes  moved  that 
the  resolutions  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Murray  suggested  the  necessity  of  giving 
a  preference  to  the  Judiciary  Bill  reported  by  him 
some  days  since.     He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Key. 

The  motion  for  taking  up  the  resolutions  was 


carried,  forty  members  rising  in  IhvOr  of  it  The 
resolutions  were  accordingly  read  by  the  Gfeik, 
and  are  as  follow,  viz : 

1,  Retolved,  That  it  is  essential  to  the  due  admhiii- 
tratioD  of  the  Government  of  the  United  State*,  that 
laws  making  ft|)ecific  appropnationa  of  money  alkould 
be  strictly  observed  by  the  administrator  of  the  finanow 
thereof. 

2.  Beiolved,  That  a  violation  of  a  law  making  ap- 
propriations of  money,  is  a  violation  d  that  aectioa  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  requires 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  Ui«  Treasury  hot 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeaaory  has 
violated  the  law  passed  the  4th  of  August  1790,  mak- 
ing appropriations  of  certain  moneys  authorized  to  be 
borrowed  W  the  same  law,  in  the  folio wi^  particolara, 
viz :  First,  by  applying  a  certain  portioo  of  the  prin- 
cipal borrowed  to  the  payment  of  interest  falling  due 
upon  that  principal,  which  was  not  authorised  by  thst 
or  any  other  law.  Seeundly^  Bv  drawing  part  of  the 
same  moneys  into  the  United  States,  without  the  in- 
structions of  the  President  of  the  United  Statesi 

4.  Resolved,  That  tlte  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  baa 
deviated  from  the  instructions  ^ven  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  exceeding  the  authorities  for 
making  loans  under  the  acta  of  the  4th  and  12th  of 
August.  1790. 

6.  Removed,  That  the  Secreta,ry  of  the  Treasury  has 
omitted  to  discharge  an  essential  duty  of  his  ofiice,  in 
failing  to  give  Congress  official  information  in  doe  time^ 
of  the  moneys  drawn  by  him  from  Europe  into  the 
United  States ;  which  drawing  commenced  December, 
1790,  and  continued  till  January,  179S;  and  of  the 
causes  of  making  such  drafts. 

6.  Resolved,  lliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Ioa, 
without  the  instructions  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  drawn  more  moneys  borrowed  in  Hollan<l  into 
the  United  States  than  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorised  to  draw,  under  the  act  of  the 
12th  of  Aueust,  1790:  which  act  appropriated  two  mil- 
lions of  doUars  only,  when  borrowed,  to  the  purcfaaje 
of  the  Public  Debt :  And  that  he  has  omittcHl  to  dis- 
charge an  essential  duty  of  his  office,  in  failing  to  give 
official  information  to  the  Commisdoners  for  parcha»in^ 
tlie  Public  Debt,  of  the  various  sums  drawn  from  time 
to  time,  suggested  by  him  to  have  been  intended  far 
the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt 

7.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  did 
not  consult  the  public  interest  in  negotiating  a  Loao 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  drawing  there- 
from four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  five  per  cent 
per  annum,  when  a  greater  sum  of  public  money  was 
deposited  in  various  banks  at  the  respective  periods  of 
making  the  respective  drafts. 

8.  Resolved,  lliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  has 
been  guilty  of  an  indecorum  to  this  House,  in  under- 
taking to  judge  of  its  motives  in  calling  for  inlormaticMi 
which  was  demandable  of  him,  from  the  constitution  of 
his  office ;  and  in  failing  to  give  all  the  neceasaiy  in- 
formation within  his  knowledge,  relatively  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  reference  made  to  him  of  the  19th  January, 
1792,  and  of  the  22d  November,  1792,  during  the  pre- 
sent session. 

9.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  tlie  foregoing  resolatioos 
be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Giles  then  moved  that  they  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
Mr.  W.  Smith  was  decidedly  opposed  to  refer- 
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ring  thoM  resolntions  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase,  becaase  he  neitiier 
viewed  a  diseaaeion  of  thetn  as  necessary  on  the 
present  occasion  nor  warranted  by  the  nature  of 
the  inqviry  into  the  Secretary's  conduct  It  was 
trifling  with  tlie  precious  time  of  the  House  to 
lavish  it  on  abstract  propositions,  when  the  object 
of  the  inquiry  ought  to  De  into  the  facts.  He  was 
eatisfied  that  should  the  House  once  involve  itself 
in  an  investigation  of  theoretic  principles  of  Oo- 
vernment  the  »hort  residue  of  the  session  would 
he  exhausted,  and  no  opportunity  remain  for  ex- 
amining the  charges  themselves.  Those  charges 
being  made,  it  became  the  House  from  a  sense  of 
duty  to  the  public  and  justice  to  the  accused  to 
proceed  immediately  to  consider  them.  If  the 
mover  intended  to  apply  the  principles  of  the  two 
first  resolutions  to  the  facte  contained  in  the  sub- 
sequent ones,  it  was  unquestionably  proper  first  to 
substantiate  the  facts,  and  then  establish  the  prin- 
ciples which  were  applicable  to  them ;  but  it  was 
surely  a  reversal  of  order  to  spend  much  time  in 
estnblishing  principles,  when  it  might  happen  that 
the  charges  themselves  would  be  totally  unsup- 
ported, lie  did  not  like  this  mode  of  proceeding, 
because  it  might  tend  to  mislead  the  House ;  it  was 
sometimes  ft  parliamentary  practice  to  endeavor 
to  lead  the  mind  to  vague  and  uncertain  results, 
by  first  laying  down  theorems  from  which  no  one 
coutd  dissent,  and  then  proceeding  by  impercepti- 
ble shades  to  move  unsettled  positions,  in  order 
ultimately  to  entrap  the  House  in  a  vote  which  in 
the  first  instance  it  would  have  rejected.  This 
mode  of  conducting  public  business,  be  considered 
as  inconsistent  wiUi  fair  inquiry.  The  question 
was,  had  the  Secretary  violated  a  law  ?  If  so,  let 
it  be  shown  ;  every  member  was  competent  to  dc 
cide  so  plain  a  question.  He  could  examine  the 
proofs,  read  the  law,  and  pronounce  him  guilty  or 
innocent  without  the  aid  of  these  preliminary  meta- 
physical discussions. 

If  it  were  urged  that  the  propositions  are  so  plain 
and  obvious  that  no  time  would  be  lost  in  consi- 
dering them,  he  then  begged  leave  to  observe  that 
all  antecedent  discussions  of  constitutional  ques» 
tions  had  never  failed  to  occupy  a  large  portion  of 
their  time,  and  that  however  self-evident  the  reso- 
lutions might  at  the  first  glance  appear,  a  more 
critical  attention  would  satisfy  a  mind  not  much 
given  to  doubt  that  they  were  by  no  means  so  con- 
elusive  as  to  be  free  from  objections. 

Though  the  position  contained  in  the  first  reso* 
Intion,  ns  a  general  rule,  was  not  to  be  denied ;  yet 
it  must  be  admitted,  that  there  may  be  cases  of  a 
sufficient  urgency  to  justify  a  departure  from  it, 
and  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  in- 
demnify an  oflScer;  as  if  an  adherence  would  in 
particular  cases,  and  under  particular  circum- 
stances, prove  ruinous  to  the  public  credit,  or  pre- 
vent the  taking  measures  essential  to  the  public 
safety,  against  invasion  or  insurrection.  In  cases 
of  that  nature,  and  which  cannot  be  foreseen  by 
the  Legislature  nor  guarded  against,  a  discretionary 
authority  must  be  deemed  to  reside  in  the  Pbesi- 
DEHT,  or  some  other  Executive  ofiQcer,  to  be  exer- 
cised for  the  public  good ;  such  exercise  instead  of 


being  construed  into  a  crime,  would  always  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  National  Legislature.  If 
there  be  any  weight  in  these  remarks,  it  does  not 
then  follow  as  a  general  rule,  that  it  is  essential  to 
the  due  administration  of  the  Government,  that 
laws  making  specific  appropriations  should  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  and  under  every  public  circum- 
stance, be  strictly  observed.  Before  the  Commit- 
tee  could  come  to  a  vote  on  such  a  proposition,  it 
would  be  proper  to  examine  into  the  exceptions 
out  of  the  rule,  to  state  all  the  circumstances  which 
would  warrant  any  departure  from  it^  to  whom  the 
exercise  of  the  discretion  should  be  entrusted,  and 
to  what  extent  Did  any  member  wish  at  this 
period  to  attempt  this  inquiry  ?  He  supposed  not 
Let  every  deviation  from  law  be  tested  by  its  own 
merits  or  demerits. 

The  second  resolution  was  liable  to  stronger 
objections.  It  might  with  propriety  be  questioned 
whether,  as  a  genera]  rule,  the  position  was  well 
founded.  A  law  making  appropriations  may  be 
violated  in  various  particulars  without  infringing 
the  Constitution,  which  only  enjoins  that  no  mo- 
neys shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  con- 
sequence of  the  appropriations  made  by  law.  This 
is  only  to  say,  that  every  disbursement  must  be 
antliorized  by  some  appropriation.  Where  a  sum 
of  money  is  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  the  payment 
of  which  is  authorized  by  law,  the  Constitution  is 
not  violated,  yet  there  may  have  been  a  violation  of 
the  law  in  some  collateral  particulars.  There  may 
even  have  been  a  shifting  of  funds,  and  however 
exceptionable  this  may  be  on  other  accounts,  it 
would  not  amount  to  that  species  of  offence  which 
is  created  by  the  Constitution.  The  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasurer  must  countersign  every  warrant,  and 
is  responsible  that  it  be  authorized  by  a  legal  appro- 
priation ;  yet  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he  is  to  in- 
vestigate the  source  of  the  fund. 

One  of  the  alleged  infractions  stated  in  the  sub- 
sequent resolution,  namely,  the  drawing  part  of 
the  loans  into  the  United  States  without  the  in- 
Btructiona  of  the  Presidbnt,  evinces  that  the  op^ 
posite  construction  is  not  a  sound  one.  For,  sup- 
pose the  fact  proved,  and  suppose  it  a  violation  of 
the  law,  it  certainly  would  be  a  vejrv  difiTerent  thing 
from  drawing  money  out  of  the  Treasury  without 
an  appropriation  by  law,  for,  in  this  case,  there 
would  be  no  drawing  money  from  the  Treasury 
at  all,  the  money  never  having  been  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  S.  then  said,  he  should  also  object  to  re- 
ferring the  last  resolution,  which  is  in  these  words, 

"  Hetoived,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  the  PaasiDXMT." 

The  object  of  this  resolution  went  clearly  to 
direct  the  President  to  remove  the  Secretary 
from  office;  the  foregoing  were  to  determine  the 
guilt,  the  last  to  inflict  the  punishment,  and  both 
the  one  and  other  without  the  accused  being  heard 
in  his  defence.  When  the  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  so  uppermost  in  our  minds,  it  would 
be  indeed  astonishing  that  we  should  be  so  hood- 
winked as  to  commit  such  palpable  violation  of 
it  in  this  instance.  The  principles  of  that  Consti- 
tution, careful  of  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  citi- 
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zens,  and  what  is  dearer  to  every  man  of  honor,  hit, 
reputation,  secure  to  every  individual  in  every  class 
of  society,  the  precious  advantage  of  being  heard 
before  he  is  condemned. 

That  Constitution,  peculiarly  careful  of  the  re- 
putation of  great  public  functionaries,  directs  that 
when  accused  of  a  breach  of  duty,  the  impeach- 
ment must  be  voted  by  a  majority  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  tried  by  the  Senate,  who  are 
to  be  on  oath,  and  two  thirds  of  whom  must  con- 
cur before  a  sentence  can  pass,  by  which  the  offi- 
cer is  to  be  deemed  guilty.  The  officer  is  to  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  charge,  and  is  heard 
by  himself  or  his  counsel  in  vindication  of  his  con- 
duct Such  are  the  solemnities  and  guards  by 
which  they  are  protected,  and  which  precede  a 
sentence,  the  only  effect  of  which  is  a  removal 
from  office.  But  if  the  House  proceed  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  by  this  resolution ;  if  they  first 
vote  the  charges,  and  send  a  copy  of  them  to  the 
pRESiOERT,  as  an  instruction  t<>.him  to  remove  the 
officer,  they  will  violate  the  sacred  and  fundamental 
principles  of  this,  and  every  free  Government 
They  will  condemn  a  man  unheard,  nay,  without 
his  havin|^  even  been  furnished  with  the  charges 
against  him ;  they  will  condemn  to  infamy  a  high 
and  responsible  officer  convicted  by  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people,  of  a  violation  of  the  important 
trusts  committed  to  him,  without  affording  him  one 
opportunity  of  vindicating  his  diaracter  and  justify- 
ing his  conduct 

Mr.  MuRRAT  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resolutions  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  He  had,  as  far  as  the  time  permitted,  ex- 
amined the  several  reports  on  which  the  exami- 
nation depended,  and  was  then  ready  to  vote  on 
them,  though  he  confessed,  from  the  intricacy 
which  was  inherent  in  such  a  subject,  as  well  as 
from  the  vast  variety  of  the  detail  involved,  he 
had  not  had  sufficient  time  for  a  complete  inves- 
tigation. Nor  did  he  imagine  that  any  man  who 
had  not  previously  meditated  on  the  subject  for  a 
length  of  time,  and  made  choice  of  his  ground  of 
attack,  could  say  he  was  completely  master  of  the 
subject  Some  vote,  however,  was  now  rendered 
essential  to  the  character,  not  only  of  Government, 
but  of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  the  finances 
of  the  country.  But  three  days  were  led  for  this 
inquiry,  and.  to  finish  a  sreat  deal  of  other  busi- 
ness; and  he  thought  that  despatch  which  was 
usual  in  the  House  ought  to  be  used  in  preference 
to  the  indulgence  which  a  Committee  afforded. 
As  to  the  abstract  propositions,  if  it  were  necessa- 
ry now  to  BO  into  them,  he  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  decide  on  them  first  He  thought  it 
most  logical  to  lay  down  principles  of  reasoning 
before  tacts  were  developed.  Were  they  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  it  would  be  under  provisons  and 
restrictions.  They  could  ^not  have  the  implicit 
force  of  axiom.s  but  at  most  must  be  yielded  to 
as  wholesome  maxims,  the  application  of  which 
must  be  frequently  modified  oy  a  certain  degree 
of  discretion.  With  respect  to  all  the  other  reno- 
lutions,  he  imagined  they  would,  on  examination, 
be  found  to  be  unwarranted  by  facts.  He  hoped 
the  movers  and  supporters  of  the  resolutions  would 


not  be  gratified  at  so  late  a  season  by  the  Hoost 
in  resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  mode  in  which  they  were  brought  forwaid 
did  not  entitle  them  to  much  confidence.  He  said 
a  more  unhandsome  proceeding  he  had  never  seen 
in  Congress.  It  had  been  a  practice^  derived  froiD 
the  lights  of  common  liberty,  common  right,  sod 
the  first  principles  of  justice,  that  whoever  was 
charged  with  a  violation  of  law  on  which  a  pao- 
ishment  ensued,  should  have  some  mode  of  an- 
swering to  the  charge.  It  had,  in  a  recent  instanoe, 
been  the  practice  of  Congress,  when  an  officer's 
conduct  was  even  in  the  first  instance  inquired 
into,  to  afiTurd  the  officer  an  opportunity  of  atteod- 
ing  upon  the  examination  on  which  his  ofienee  or 
his  freedom  from  blame  w*as  to  appear.  He  al- 
luded to  the  conduct  of  the  House  when  ao  ex- 
amination took  place  relatively  to  tbe  failure  of 
General  St  Clair*s  expedition.  Suspicions  wen 
entertained  that  blame  lay  somewhere.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  examine.  The  three  offi- 
cers particularly  concerned  were,  he  understood, 
invited,  as  it  were,  to  come  before  the  committee, 
to  explain,  to  interrogate,  and  to  give  inforraatton. 
Though  the  Secretary  of  War  was  not  permitted 
to  explain  on  this  floor,  justice  and  delicacy,  and 
the  most  common  principles  of  jurispradenee,  to 
which  we  attempted  to  hold  some  analogy,  de- 
manded that  he  should  be  heard  somewhere^  and 
the  committee  was  renewed  for  this  purpose. 
The  Quartermaster  General  asked  to  be  beard  oa 
this  floor.  Though  refused,  he  was  permitted  to 
attend  that  committee,  on  whose  examination  hb 
character  as  a  Quartermaster  depended.  Were 
any  man  responsible  as  an  officer  to  this  House  to 
fall  under  the  suspicion  of  its  members,  a  regard 
to  decency  and  to  the  established  rights  of  citizeo- 
ship,  would  teach  gentlemen  to  inquire  formally 
before  tliey  hastily  laid  a  charge  on  the  table,  to 
which  they  might  move  the  assent  of  the  House. 
But  in  this  proceeding  a  LegisUtive  chaise  ^was 
gone  into  before  inquiry  had  been  instituted. 
Every  rule  of  justice,  and  all  that  delicacy  which 
ought  ever  to  attend  her  progress,  had  been  dis- 
regarded,  and  in  the  very  first  instance,  a  number 
of  charges  are  brought  forward,  not  for  inquiry, 
but  conviction,  which,  if  sanctioned  by  a  majorit? 
of  tbe  House,  are  to  be  followed  by  the  dktmissioa 
of  one  of  the  highest  officers  in  the  Government 
This  mode  was  as  tyrannical  as  it  was  new,  and, 
if  any  thing  could  throw  a  bias  against  the  reso- 
lutions, independent  of  inquiry,  it  was  tbe  partbl 
and  unjust  form  in  which  the  proceeding  had  com- 
menced. Resolutions  of  conriction  might  rise 
out  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  inquiry,  who 
would  act  as  a  Grand  Jury  to  the  Honse,  but 
could  never  precede  it  lie  hoped  the  House 
would  not  refer  to  a  Committee  of  the  W^bole 
what  might  be  decided  in  tbe  House  with  more 
despatch. 

Mr.  Page  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sioth,  spoke,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  more  precious  our  time,  the 
more  readily  shall  I  vote  for  a  consideration  of 
the  first  resolution ;  for  I  think  it  of  more  conse- 
quence that  we  should  decide  on  it,  than  on  any 
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9iher  before  us.    We  find,  from  the  inquiry  which 
bas  been  set  on  foot,  into  the  conduct  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  that  he  differs  from  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  in  opinion  respecting  bis 
powera,  and  the  constitutional  obligation  he  may 
be  under  of  regarding  acts  of  appropriation ;  it, 
therefore,  must  be  the  wish  of  the  Secretary  him- 
selfl  whether  we  agree  with  him  or  not ;  and  it  is 
oar  duty,  aa  soon  as  possible,  I  conceive,  to  let  our 
constituents  know  whether  we  approve,  or  not, 
of  his  opinion.    The  Secretary  himself,  I  think, 
confesses  ^that  a  strict  adherence  to  appropria- 
tions, in  certain  cases,  would  be  pusillanimity."   He 
preferred,  no  doubt,  the  public  good,  which  he 
thought  he  had  in  view,  to  a  strict  compliance  with 
an  act  of  appropriation.  It  becomes  us,  then,  to  deter- 
mine whether  we  wish  that  the  Secretary  shall  here- 
after be  bound  by  our  acts  of  appropriation  or  not 
I  cannot  conceive  that  the  rejection  of  the  first 
resolution  can  alter  the  nature  of  the  case  before 
OS,  or  in  any  manner  confirm  or  invalidate  the 
truth  of  &cts  which  some  gentlemen  seem  so  ap- 
prehensive may  lead  to  an  impeachment     For  my 
part,  I  keep  in  view  the  first  resolution  without 
thinking  a  moment  of  the  last,  or  the  intermediate 
propo6ition&    When  they  shall  come  under  con- 
sideration, I  shall  be  ready  to  show  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  them.    How  the  first  resolution  can  be 
called  an  abstract  proposition  I  know  not — when 
the  nature  of  the  last  before  us  requires  a  decision 
on  it    The  Secretary  himself  should  desire  it, 
and  our  constituents  must  expect  it    If  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  shall  be  ci  opinion  that  ap- 
propriations ought  to  be  sacredly  regarded,  they 
will  agree  to  the  resolution;   if  they  think  they 
msy  be  dispensed  with  "in  certain  cases,'*  they 
may  amend  the  resolution,  and  qualify  it  so  as  to 
justify  the  cooduot  of  the  Secretary.    To  call  the 
Rsolution  a  preamble,  and  to  object  to  it  as  such, 
sppears  to  me  as  extraordinary  as  to  call  it  an  ab- 
stract proposition ;   for  I  have  always  thought  it 
inconsistent  with  Republican  principles  to  object 
to  preambles.    I  have  remarked,  sir,  when  they 
hive  been  objected  to,  it  became  the  Representa- 
tives of  a  free  people  to  show  on  what  principles 
SDd  with  wliat  views  their  laws  are  enacted,  and, 
act  in  a  dictatorial  manner  enact  that  it  shall  be  so 
and  sa    The  framers  of  our  Constitution  have  set 
us  an  example  of  an  excellent  preamble ;  and,  as  it 
has  been  remarked  by  several  members,  this  House 
^  occasionally  used  them ;   I  think,  therefore, 
that  none  of  the  objections  to  the  commitment  of 
^«  first  resolution  are  of  sufficient  weight  to  induce 
the  House  to  agree  to  the  >motion  for  striking  out 
the  two  first  resolutiona 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  committing  the 
two  first  resolutions,  and  negatived— 25  to  82.  On 
the  question  of  referring  the  last,  only  fourteen 
members  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
■eventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  contained  in  the 
ttid  motion  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
>Q|  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again« 


The  House  then  adjourned  until  six  o'clock  post 
meridian. 

Evening  Sission — 6  P.  IL 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  entitled  *'  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,'*  and  have  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  extending  the  time 
for  receiving  on  loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic 
Debt  of  the  United  States  which  may  not  be  sub- 
scribed prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1798 ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  without  amendment 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  certain  appro- 
priations therein  mentioned ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  made  several  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 


FaiDAT,  March  1. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  extending  thd  time  for  re- 
ceiving on  loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of 
the  United  States  which  may  not  be  subscribed 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1798,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiTzsiHONS,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  making  addition  to  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  £nate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  pro- 
vide more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels,' "  with  an  amendment  to 
the  second  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  and  the  same  being  read, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "An  act  providing  an  annual  allowance 
for  the  education  of  Hugh  Mercer;"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Vick  Prbsidbnt  having  obtained  leave  of 
absence,  the  Senate  have  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  Prbsidbnt  pro  tempore,  and  John  Lanooon  has 
been  duly  elected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  hi^ve  ^pi^ssed  %  bill  entitled  **  An 
act  providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebenezer 
Storer ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr,  FiTZBiMONS,  from  the  cpmmittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St  Clair, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  the  bill  making  certain  appropria- 
tions therein  mentioned ;  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

OFFICIAL  OOXDaCT  OF  THE  SBORBTART 
OF  THE  TREASURY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  contained  in 
the  motion  of  yesterday,  respecting  the  official  con- 
duct of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  third  resolution  being  under  consideradon, 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

**  Re*clved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  has 
violated  the  law,  pa8s«d  the  fourth  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety,  making  appropriations 
of  certain  moneys  authorizeu  to  be  Iwrrowea  by  the 
same  law,  in  the  following  particulars,  to  wit : 

**  1.  By  applying  a  certain  portion  of  the  principal 
borrowed  to  the  paymeotof  the  interest  falling  due  upon 
that  principal,  which  was  not  authorised  by  that  or  any 
other  law. 

''2.  By  drawing  part  of  the  same  moneys  into  the 
TTnited  States  without  the  instructions  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States:** 

Mr.  Skdgwiok  opened  the  debate,  by  calling  for 
the  reading  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  Mr,  Short,  of  the  Ist  of  September, 
1790,  showing  the  objects  and  general  views  of  the 
Secretary,  reUtive  to  the  negotiation  of  the  loans 
under  the  two  acts  authorising  them. 

Mr.  Barmwxll. — ^Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  proceed 
to  discuss  the  observations  which  yesterday  fell 
from  the  gentleman  whointroduced  the  reoolations 
now  before  ua,  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  that 
I  am  extremely  happy  that,  in  passing  through 
the  osedium  of  that  gentleman's  examination, 
this  subject  has  changed  its  hue  from  the  foul 
stain  of  pecuUtion  to  the  milder  coloring  of  an 
illegal  exercise  of  discretion,  and  a  want  of 
politeness  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I 
feel  happy,  because  I  always  am  so  when  any 
man  chaiiged  with  guilt  can  acquit  himself;  and 
the  more  ao  now,  when  a  man  in  a  high  responsi- 
ble office^  and  high  in  the  estimation  oi  his  coun- 
trymen, can  reduce  a  charge  from  a  quality  calcu- 
lated to  have  excited  an  alarm,  even  in  Pandemo- 
nium, to  such  a  shape  as  I  fiincy  will  scarce  serve 
to  satisfy  the  uncommon  curiosity  which  it  ap- 
pears to  have  excited.  As  I  have  never  been  in 
the  habit  of  taking  notes,  I  shall  depend  upon 
memory  in  answering  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia ;  although  I  imagine,  as  that  gentleman 
usually  Bticka  very  close  to  his  point,  whatever  it 


may  be,  that,  in  pursuing  bis  ebarges^  I  sbsil  sab* 
stantially  answer  his  arganient&    In  oommeiiting 
upon  the  two  first  resolutions,  to  wbkh  I  am  by 
order  confined,  I  shall  consider,  in  tiie  ^rst  tn« 
stance,  what  regards  the  right  of  dmwing^  niooc^ 
into  this  country.    The  genUeman  appears  not  t» 
have  considered  the  law  properiy,  for  there  cmmel 
be  a  doubt  that  the  PaminiiiT  bad  a  right  U>  aoi&e 
what  arrangements  he  pleased,  in  order  tn  aitaia 
what  he  might  consider  a  proper  modificntioD  oT 
the  Debt  due  by  the  United  SUtes  abrtwL     He 
might  have  borrowed  the  money  here,  or  hsve  paid 
it  her^;  he  might  have  borrowed  the  money  in 
England,  or  wherever  he  thought  fit    I  will  ask 
the  ^ntleman  by  whai  precise  anthority  he  bor- 
rowed the  money  in  Amsterdam  and  Antwerp, 
and  paid  it  in  Paris?    Certaii^y  by  none  but  that 
discretion  which  has  been  depended  upon  to  mo- 
dify the  Debt  in  the  manner  roost  coodiiciTe  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States.    I  take  it,  then, 
for  granted,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  r^ft  of  the 
PaBsiDENT  to  draw  the  money  borrowed  here,  or 
to  send  it  anywhere,  must  be  conceded.    The  qoee- 
tion  will  then  arise,  whether  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  a  right  to  do  this  or  not,  wand  whether 
this  has  not  been  done  without^  nay,  against  the 
instructions  of  the  PassmEirrt     I  really  consi- 
der this  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  casea 
that  I  have  ever  known  exhibited.    I^t  as  con- 
sider its  form.    A  highly  important  trost,  of  no 
less  import  than  the  discretionary  nse  of  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars,  is  placed  in  the  PBasinnrr  or 
TBI  Unitbd  States  ;  he,  by  a  general  commiaRon, 
and  by  special  instmotion,  depotea  Ihia  power 
to  the  Secretoiy  of  the  Treasury,  statmg  that  be 
is  to  conform  to  these,  and  whatever  instructions 
he  nught  from  time  to  time  give  him.     Let  any 
man  seriously  examine  these  powers,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  Secretary,  under  theae^  bad  a 
right  to  draw,  if  he  thought  proper,  nnlesa  in* 
structed  to  the  contrary ;  for  the  PaBsmnrr  con- 
veja  a  complete  power  to  modify  the  Debt,  pro* 
vided  that  it  should  be,  with  all  conrement  de« 
spatch,  applied  to  pay  the  prindpal  and  interest 
due  to  France ;  for  where  the  payments  are  to  be 
made  are  certainly  left  to  the  Secretary.     If  this 
baa  not  been  exercised  advantageoosly,  tbis^  is 
another  droumstance  which  the  gentleman  him- 
self has  not  questioned.    But,  says  the  gentleman, 
the  Secretary,  under  these  inatruotiofla,  had  no 
special  authority  to  draw ;  notwithatuiding  which, 
he  began  to  draw  in  17dO,  and  has  oontinned  to 
draw,  at  different  times,  into  this  oountry  the 
enormous  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollara,  and 
therefore  he  must  have  done  ibis  without,  nay, 
against  the  mstructions  of  the  Pammnrr,  who,  it 
.  is  presumed,  having  delegated  this  great  trust,  has 
never,  for  three  years,  inquired  into  the  perform* 
ance  of  it.     Can  this  be  the  inference  of  common 
sense  f    Can  tiiia  be  the  inference  of  the  experi- 
ence which  we  have  had  of  the  PaBmBRT,  ope 
of   the  prominent  features  of  whose   character 
always  has  been  an  industry  to  iaveatigate  par> 
ticulara,  as  remarkable  aa  his  sagacity  to  frame 
Generals?    If,  then,  instructions  have  not  been 
given,  or  have  been  exceeded,  was  it  neoeasaiy 
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for  as  to  come  in  M  of  the  PBiemiirr,  he  who 
by  oar  law  has  the   power,  which  we  ourselves 
cannot  exercise,  of  remoring  any  of  the  Execative 
officers  at  pleasare?    It  certainly  cannot  be  ne- 
fsesaary;  for,  as  this  officer  continues  to  act,  we 
must  conclude  that  he  has  either  acted  by  instruc- 
tions, or  in  such  manner  as  to  have  given  satw- 
foction  to  his  priucipal  without    them.    Really, 
If  r.  Chairman,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  if  suspi- 
cion  had  not  led  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
astray,  the  usual  correctness  of  his  Understanding 
^rould  have  prevented  him  from  pursuing  such 
an  i{fni^/Btiuu9  as  this.    Thus,  sir,  T  think  I  have 
shown  that  the  Ptssmvirr  or  run  Uhitbd  Statcs 
certainly  had  the  authority  to  draw  the  sums  bor- 
rowed here,  and  that,  both  under  his  commission 
and  his  instructiona  given,  and  inevitably  implied, 
the  Secretary  had  also  the  power  to  dp  this.    I 
shall  therefore  now  proceed  to  a  more  special  con- 
sideration of  the  first  charge,  that  the  Secretary 
has  violated  the  law  in  applying  a  portion  of  the 
principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of  the  interest 
lalling  due  upon  that  principal,  which  was  not 
authorised  by  law.    Before  I  proceed,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  would  wish  to  remark  that,  whilst  I  con- 
sider no  principle  in  legislation  more  correct  than 
that  money  shall  be  drawn   from  the  Treasury 
only  under  appropriations  by  law,  yet  I  consider 
both   as  impracticable  and  mischievous  the  doc- 
trine that  the  money  arising  from  a  special  tax 
shall,  in  no  instance,  be  used  for  any  other  than 
that  special  purpose  for  which  the  tax  was  im- 
posed, but  am  of  opinion  that  the  sunus  raised 
ought  rather  to  be  considered  as  an  aggregate  fund, 
applicable  to  aggregate  purposes;  and,  indeed,  if 
a  rigid  adherence  to  the  precise  letter  of  the  law 
is  necessary,  there  has  been  no  occasion  to  go 
abroad  to  search  for  violations;  for  our  Govern- 
ment at  home  has  been  able  to  act  only  by  this 
▼iolatioo.     It  is  well  known  that  the  duties  of  im- 
post and  tonnage  are  appropriated,  first,  to  produce 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  Uiousand  dollars  for  the 
civil  list,  then  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  Foreign 
Debt,  and  so  on ;  so  that,  by  a  rigid  observance  of 
this  law,  the  Secretary  most  have  first  collected  the 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  into  the  public  cof- 
fers, and  then  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest 
of  the  Foreign  Debt — a  process  which  only  re- 
quires slating  to  show  its  absurdity,  and  which 
must  nevertheless  have  been  connected  with  a 
minute  construction  of   the   law.     Indeed,   Mr. 
Chairman,  if  the  acts  of  common  life  bear  any 
analogy  with  public  management,   which  I  be* 
lieve,  what  could  be  considered  as  being  more 
extraordinary  than  that  an  individual  should  ap- 
propriate the  proceeds  of  one  farm  to  purchase 
bread,  of  another  drink,  and  to  dedare,  in  the  face 
of  contiagencieB,  that,  happen  what  may,  he  would 
starve,  should  the  bread  crop  fail,  rather  than  use 
the  surplus  of  that  appropriated  to  purchase  drink 
for  its  purchase.    But  to  return.     What  is  this 
charge?    A  sum  of  money  was  doe  abroad  for 
the  interest  of  1791  and  1792,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
domestic  revenues  of  1791  and  1792 ;  the  United 
States  had  an  offer  to  make  a  payment  in  part  of 
what  was  due  to  France,  for  which  money  had 


been  borrowed,  and  was  already  on  hand  abroad, 
in  a  supply  of  provisions  from  here  to  the  Island  of 
St  Domingo.  The  Secretary,  therefore,  and 
doubtless  with  the  consent  of  the  Prbsidbnt,  in> 
stead  of  transmitting  either  bills  or  money  from 
this  country  to  France,  in  order  to  pay  the  in- 
terest due  there,  and  bringing  the  money  bor- 
rowed to  pay  the  French  Debt  into  this  country, 
in  order  to  furnish  supplies  for  St  Domingo,  has 
committed  the  great  crime  of  directing  the  money 
borrowed,  and  already  upon  the  spot,  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  due,  and  has  taken 
the  sums  applicable  to  the  payments  of  that  inter- 
est, which  was  already  here,  and  made  use  of  it  to 
pay  the  Debt  due  to  France  in  the  produce  of  the 
United  States;  so  that,  although,  apparently,  a 
portion  of  the  principal  borrowed  has  been  applied 
to  pay  an  interest  due,  yet  in  reality  its  capacity 
to  be  thus  used  arose  from  its  constituting  in  this 
country  an  equivalent  sum  applicable,  and  which 
has  been  applied  to  pay  off  the  principal  of  the 
French  Debt,  the  object  for  which  the  money  was 
borrowed.  Let  candor  investigate  this  transaction, 
and  surd  I  am  its  deductions  will  be  directly  the 
contrary  of  a  charge  of  crimination.  I  shall  con- 
clude with  observing  that  I  should  have  proceeded 
to  examine  the  other  resolutions,  which  I  consider 
as  weak  as  th<)se  I  have  made  short  comments 
upon,  were  I  not  restrained  by  the  Rules  of  the 
House.  But  this  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  they 
will  be  proved  unfounded  in  their  investigation, 
and  will  merit  the  witty  observation  of  a  celebra- 
ted writer,  that  ^^  though  they  rose  like  a  rocket, 
they  will  fall  like  the  stick." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  regretted  that  so  important  an 
inquiry  had  been  instituted  at  the  very  close  of 
the  session,  when  the  members  were  thronged 
with  business  of  an  indispensable  nature,  and  it 
was  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  bestow  that  at- 
tention and  deliberation  which  the  nature  of  the 
subject  called  for.  But,  while  he  expressed  this 
regret,  he  assured  the  Committee  that  it  was 
mingled  with  much  satisfaction,  in  finding  that  the 
vague  charges  of  mismanagement,  with  which  the 
public  had  long  been  alarmed,  were  at  length  cast 
into  a  shape  susceptible  of  investigation  and  de- 
cision. Prerious  to  an  examination  of  the  specific 
charge  then  under  consideration,  ho  claimed  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee  in  offering  a  few  pre- 
liminary remarks,  which,  though  they  did  not 
bear  precisely  upon  the  charge  itself,  yet  weretin- 
timately  connected  with  the  subject-matter  of  he 
inquiry,  and  were  justified  by  the  general  rema  ks 
of  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him. 

In  recurring  back  to  the  origin  and  progress  of 
this  examination,  it  must  appear  somewhat  sur- 
prising that  that  which,  in  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  was  sounded  forth  as  gross  peculation, 
now  turned  out  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
substitution  of  funds,  and  that  that  which  was  an* 
nounced  as  abominable  corruption,  was  dwindled 
away  into  a  mere  drawing  of  money  from  Europe 
into  this  country,  to  be  applied  here  acoording 
to  law. 

Whatever  credit  might  be  due  to  the  motives 
which  had  originated  this  inquiry,  every  member 
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would  concur  in  the  sentiment,  that  in  a  Goyem- 
ment  constituted  like  that  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  nothing  but  the  public  confidence  for 
its  basis,  prelnature  alarms  and  groundless  suspi- 
cions respecting  the  conduct  of  public  officers 
were  pregnant  with  the  most  injurious  conse- 
quences. This  opinion  wi^  more  peculiarly  ap- 
plicable to  the  important  station  of  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Intrusted  with  the  management 
of  a  large  revenue,  and  necessarily  clothed  with 
some  latitude  of  discretion,  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  he  would  excite  the  iealousy  of  the  public 
vigilance ;  but  as  long  as  he  kept  in  view  the  in- 
junctions of  law,  and  the  public  good,  his  reputation 
was  entitled  to  that  security  which  is  due  to  every 
citizen. 

An  officer,  intrusted  with  the  care  and  distri- 
bution of  public  moneys,  is  generally  looked  at 
with  a  watchful  eye;  mankind  are  too  prone  to 
suspect  the  purity  of  his  conduct ;  slight  insinua- 
tions are  but  too  oflcn  sufficient  to  injure  him  in 
the  public  estimation.  Such  Jbeing  the  natural 
propensity  of  things,  it  doubtless  behooved  those 
who  wished  for  tranquility  in  the  country  to  with- 
hold charges  not  clearly  warranted  by  proof— to 
suspend  animadversions  which  were  not  likely  to 
terminate  in  conviction.  A  contrary  proceeding 
had  an  inevitable  tendency  unnecessarily  to  alarm 
the  public  mind,  to  instil  into  it  suspicions  against 
the  integrity  of  men  in  high  stations,  to  weaken 
their  public  confidence  in  the  Government,  and  to 
enervate  its  operations. 

There  was  something  remarkable  in  the  nature 
of  the  present  allegations  against  the  Secretary. 
Taking  them  all  into  view,  they  presented  nothing 
which  involved  self-interested,  pecuniary  consider- 
ations ;  and  in  this,  they  essentially  differed  from 
accusations  against  financiers  in  other  countries, 
to  whom  motives  of  interest  were  generally  ascribed 
as  the  source  of  their  peculations.  To  the  Secre- 
tary, no  such  motive  was  imputed ;  notwithstand- 
ing former  insinuations  against  his  integrity,  the 
sum  of  all  the  charges  now  amounted  to  noUiing 
more  than  arn^nce,  or  an  assumption  of  power, 
or  an  exercise  of  unauthorized  discretion. 

With  respect  to  discretion,  Mr.  S.  observed  that, 
though  in  the  p^sent  inquiry  it  was  not  necessary 
to  say  much  on  that  topic,  being  firmly  persuaded 
the  Secretary  had  strictly  pursued  the  injunctions 
of  law,  yet,  while  on  the  subject,  he  took  occasion 
to  insist  that  in  all  Governments  a  discretionary 
latitude  was  implied  in  Executive  officers,  where 
that  discretion  resulted  from  the  nature  of  the 
office,  or  was  in  pursuance  of  general  authority 
delegated  by  law.  This  principle  was  so  obvious 
that  it  required  no  illustration;  were  it  contra- 
dicted, he  would  appeal  to  the  conduct  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  who,  though  directed  to  report  to 
the  House  on  the  commercial  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  had,  in  the  exercise  of  a  warrant- 
able discretion,  judiciously  withheld  his  Report 
He  would  appeal  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  fiulure  of  St  Glairs  expedition,  wherein 
that  failure  was  in  part  attributed  to  the  Com- 
manding General's  not  being  invested  with  a  dis- 
cretion to  act  according  to  circum8tance& 


There  was  one  more  observation  which  he 
thought  proper  to  premise,  before  he  entered  into 
a  discussion  of  the  charges ;  and  that  was  the  dis- 
advantageous situation  in  which  the  financier  of 
this  country  was  placed,  when  compared  with 
that  of  similar  officers  in  other  nations.  The 
Minister  of  finance  in  Great  Britain  being  alwtjs 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  on  a  foodng 
with  other  members,  was  prepared  to  defend  him- 
self when  attacked.  No  charge  could  be  made 
against  his  administration  which  he  had  not  n 
immediate  opportunity  of  repelling ;  and  the  charge 
and  the  refutation  went  out  to  the  world  together. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was,  on  the  contnrx, 
not  even  permitted  to  come  to  the  bar  and  to  vin- 
dicate himself.  Through  the  imperfect  medium  of 
written  reports  ho  was  compelled,  when  called 
upon  for  information,  to  answer,  as  it  were  by  an- 
ticipation, charges  whidi  were  not  specific,  with- 
out knowing  precisely  against  what  part  of  his  ad- 
ministration subsequent  specific  chu^ges  would  be 
brought,  to  bear. 

If  in  his  reports  he  was  concise,  be  was  censured 
for  suppressing  information ;  if  he  entered  into  a 
vindication  of  the  motives  which  influenced  his  con- 
duct, he  was  then  criminated  for  stuffing  his  re- 
ports with  metaphysical  reasonings.  A  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Fiicolbt]  had  said  that 
the  Secretary's  reports  were  so  voluminous  that  he 
was  quite  bewildered  by  them,  and  that  instead 
of  their  throwing  any  light  on  the  subject,  he  was 
more  in  the  dark  than  ever.  It  was  true,  ther^ 
ports  were  voluminous,  but  not  more  so  than  the 
imputations  on  the  Secretary's  conduct  and  the 
orders  of  the  House  justified.  He  did  not  think 
that  any  member  who  had  attentively  perused 
them,  could  justly  complain  of  want  of  informa- 
tion, or  of  being  more  in  the  dark  than  before; 
he,  on  the  contrary,  believed  that  so  much  light 
had  been  thrown  on  the  whole  of  the  Secretary's 
flscal  operations,  that  if  any  member  could  not  see, 
it  must  be  owing  tp  the  glare  of  light  being  too 
strong  for  his  eyes.  Having  made  £e8e  obserta* 
tions,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  proceed  to  examine 
the  first  charge,  which,  after  much  r^kctkm  be- 
stowed  on  it,  appeared  to  him  to  ccmtain  nothing 
that  was  not  perfectly  auUioriied  by  the  strict  let- 
ter of  the  law. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  next  to  examine  the  charge 
under  consideration.  It  consisted  of  two  items: 
the  first,  the  application  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 
principal  sum  borrowed  in  Europe  to  the  payment 
of  interest  fiilling  due  upon  that  principal,  which 
it  was  contended  was  not  authorized  by  any  law ; 
the  second,  the  drawing  part  of  the  same  moneys 
into  the  United  States,  without  the  instructions  of 
the  President. 

The  first  item  of  this  supposed  violation  of  law 
appeared  of  so  frivolous  a  nature  that  it  did  not 
merit  much  discussion  ;  at  any  ntte,  it  was  more 
an  objection  of  form  than  of  substance.  If  be 
comprehended  well  the  purport  of  the  charge,  it 
was  nothing  more  than  this— that  the  Secretary 
having  moneys  at  his  disposal  in  Europe  applica- 
ble to  the  purchase  of  stock  in  this  country,  and 
having  at  the  same  time  moneys  in  this  country 
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applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  abroad, 
had  substituted  the  one  for  the  other.    He  had 
paid  the  foreign  interest  out  of  the  foreign  funds, 
and  he  had  purchased  stock  with  the  domestic 
funds.    This  was  the  heinous  offence  with  which 
be  was  charged,  and  which  was  thought  sufficient 
to  remove  him  from  office.     If  the  moneys  in 
Europe  might  have  been  drawn  to  this  country  by 
bills,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Debt,  it  might  have 
equally  been  drawn  here,  by  ordering  the  applica- 
tion of  a  sum  in  Europe,  for  a  purpose  which 
would  be  represented  by  an  equal  sum  here,  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchase.    The  substance,  not  the 
form,  is  to  decide  whether  this  mode  of  negotiating 
the  matter  was  proper.    Suppose  bills  had  been 
ordered  to  be  drawn  on  the  Oommtssioners,  and 
remitted  to  them,  on  account  of  the  foreign  in- 
terest, would  not  this  have  been  as  regular  as  to 
draw  them  for  sale?    Did  the  execution  of  the 
law  require  that  the  Secretary,  having  funds  in 
Europe  with  which  the  foreign  interest  might  be 
discharged,    should    nevertheless   remit   moneys 
abroad  for  that  purpose,  and  then,  having  funds  in 
this  country  with  which  the  purchases  of  the  Debt 
might  bo  made,  should  draw  bills  to  bring  the 
ibreiga  funds  here  ?    Was  there  any  necessity  for 
this  complex  operation,  for  the  expense  of  remit- 
tance, the  probable  loss  on  the  sale  of  bills,  the 
k>88  of  interest  while  the  money  was  in  transitu 
when  the  whole  nuttter  could  be  negotiated  by 
the  simple  and  economical  mode  pursued?     So 
for  from  this  arrangement  being  a  ground  of  cen- 
sure, Mr.  S.  asserted  that,  had  the  Secretary  pur- 
sued the  other  mode,  he  would  have  been  animad- 
verted upon  with  great  severity  for  such  an  extra- 
ordinary course.    He  would  have  been  accused 
of  ignonuice  of  his  dutv,  and  every  loss  incidental 
to  the  transaction  would  have  been  charged  to  his 
account 

The  second  division  of  the  charge,  being  of 
more  magnitude,  required  a  more  lengthy  discus* 
sion.  This  instance  of  violation  consisted  in  a 
supposed  deviation  from  the  instructions  of  the 
Pjusidbht,  or  a  supposed  actine  without  any  in- 
struction whatever.  It  was,  nowever,  beggine 
the  question;  it  was  taking  for  granted  that  which 
did  not  appear,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed. Andliere,  Mr.  S.  observed,  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  had  entirely  reversed  one  of  the 
fundamental  maxims  of  criminal  jurisprudence, 
which  declared  that  innocence  should  be  pre- 
sumed and  guilt  proved;  whereas  they  had  pre- 
sumed guilt,  and  called  upon  the  accused  to  prove 
his  innocence. 

And  what  was  the  slender  basis  on  which  the 
presumption  was  built  9  Why,  say  the  gentlemen, 
the  instructions  from  the  Prbsidkmt  to  the  Secre- 
tary, which  have  been  laid  before  the  House,  re- 
late only  to  the  payment  of  the  French  debt,  and 
convey  no  authority  to  draw  any  of  the  foreign 
loan  into  this  country  for  the  purchase  of  stock ; 
and  hence  they  infer,  he  had  no  authority  for  this 
latter  purpose. 

To  comprehend  the  follacy  of  the  inference,  it 

was  only  necessary  to  recur  to  the  laws,  and  to 

be  Pbbsidiht's  commission  to  the  Secretary  to 


negotiate  the  loans.  Two  acts  of  Congress  had 
passed ;  one  on  the  4th  of  August,  the  other  on  the 
12th  of  August,  1790.  The  first  authorized  a  loan 
of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  French  debt ;  the  other  a  loan  of 
two  millions,  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Domestic  debt  The  President's  commission  to 
the  Secretary  embraced  both  acts  and  both  ob- 
jects, and  under  that  commission  one  loan  was 
negotiated  applicable  to  both  objects.  True  it  is, 
that  the  Presidbnt's  first  instructions  were  con- 
fined to  one  object,  namely,  the  French  debt ;  but 
the  inference  is  not  that  no  other  instructions  were 
given,  and  that  the  Secretary  acted  without  au- 
thority ;  but  the  very  reverse,  that  the  PaESiDBirr 
either  left  the  other  object  to  the  general  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary,  who  was,  ex  officio^  the 
proper  aeent  and  his  representative;  or  that  he 
reserved  it  for  subsequent  and  occasional  instruc- 
tions. 

This  inference  must  be  the  true  one ;  first,  be- 
cause a  contrary  supposition  would  impute  to  the 
PRBsrosNT  an  illegal  intention,  that  of  applying 
all  the  moneys  borrowed  under  both  acts  to  the 
object  of  one  only;  secondly,  because  the  com- 
mission extending  to  the  borrowing  fourteen  rail- 
lions  of  d^oUars,  and  embracing  both  objects,  and 
the  instructions  being  confined  to  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  and  to  only  one  object,  it  followed  that  the 
other  either  was  left  to  discretionary  management, 
or  to  after  regulation,  for  the  law  enjoined  the  exe- 
cution of  both. 

If  presumption,  then,  was  to  govern,  the  more 
natural  presumption  was,  that  the  officer  acted  ac- 
cording to  some  general  discretion  reposed  in  him, 
or  according  to  instructions  horn  time  to  time 
given.  These  instructions  may  have  been  verbal, 
as  well  as  written.  The  written  instructions  given 
in  the  first  instance  were  evidently  confined  to  the 
object  of  the  first  act  The  necessary  conclusion 
is,  that  the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed 
under  the  second  act  was  not  meant  to  be  included 
in  that  instruction,  but  was  left  to  be  regulated  by 
a  general  discretion,  or  by  occasional  directions, 
verbal  or  otherwise. 

To  presume  that  the  Secretary  acted  without  the 
sanction  of  the  President,  was  to  suppose  that  the 
President  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  application  of 
any  part  of  the  loan  to  the  purchase  of  the  debt 
But  there  is  in  the  possession  of  the  House  abun- 
dant testimony  of  the  pRBsmsNT's  privity  and  co- 
operation— 

Ist  In  his  Speech  to  both  Houses,  in  December, 
1790,  in  announcing  the  loan,  he  expressly  refers 
to  its  being  made  by  virtue  of  both  acts,  thereby 
implying  clearly  that  it  had  reference  to  the  objects 
of  both.  He  therein  likewise  refers  the  House  to  a 
further  communication  from  the  Secretary  on  that 
subject 

2dly.  The  Secretary,  pursuant  to  that  reference, 
informed  the  House,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of 
the  President,  that  a  part  of  the  loan,  to  wit: 
150,000  florins,  was  applied  in  payment  to  France; 
another  part,  to  wit :  160,000  florins,  to  the  Dutch 
debt;  and  that  it  was  deemed  highly  advisable  to 
apply  the  residue  to  the  purchase  of  the  debt,  if 
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Congresft  would  remove  %  doubt  as  to  the  terms 
on  which  the  loan  hitd  been  negotiated.  Con- 
gress did  remove  that  doubt  by  their  act  of  March, 
I7dl.  It  followed,  then,  of  course,  that  the  resi- 
due would  be  applied  according  to  the  intiroation 
giv«n.  It  was  so  understood  on  all  hands,  and  the 
money  being  to  be  invested  in  this  country^  it  like* 
wise  followed  of  course  that  it  must  l>e  drawn 
here.  A  contrary  conduct  would  have  been  cen- 
surable. And  yet,  notwithstanding  these  facts, 
though  the  Presidbnt  had  inform^  the  House, 
as  far  back  as  December,  1790,  that  the  loan  had 
been  a  conjunct  loan,  under  the  authority  of  both 
acts,  and  consequently  for  both  objects,  though,  at 
the  same  time^  he  had  referred  the  Houso  to  the 
Secretary  for  further  infoi^mation  in  relation  to 
that  loan  and  its  applicability,  though  the  Secre- 
tary had,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Pkbsi- 
PBNT,  informed  the  House,  by  his  Report  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1791,  that  only  a  part  of  the  money  bor- 
rowed had  been  applied  to  the  French  and  Dutch 
debt,  and  that  the  residue  would  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  stock,  as  soon  as  Congress  removed 
the  doubt;  though  Congress  passed  a  law  ex- 
pressly to  remove  that  doubt,  vet  it  had  been 
gravely  and  earnestly  contended  that  the  Secretary 
was  not  authorixed  to  apply  any  part  of  that  money 
to  the  purchase  of  stock ;  that  it  was  done  without 
the  sanction  of  the  Prbsideht;  and  that  Congress, 
until  the  late  call  for  information,  were  totally 
Ignorant  of  the  applieatioD  of  any  part  of  it  to  that 
onjcct 

There  was,  then,  the  fullest  and  most  satis&ctory 
evidence  of  the  privity  and  concurrence  of  the  Prb- 
siDENT  in  confirmation  of  the  evidence  resulting 
from  oflBcial  relation.  Between  the  Chief  Magistrate 
and  his  immediate  agents  either  a  general  discretion 
or  instruction  must  be  presumed,  because  it  is  pre* 
sumable  he  will  do  his  duty,  and  punish  where 
either  a  discretion  has  not  been  allowed,  or  instruc* 
tions  have  not  been  given,  or  where  those  instruc- 
tions have  been  contnvened. 

The  argument  on  the  other  aide  implies  in  the 
Chief  Magistrate  either  ignorance  or  neglect  of 
duty.  On  the  one  hand,  that  he  was  unacquainted 
with  the  transaction ;  or,  on  the  other,  that,  being 
acquainted,  he  acquiesced  in  a  violation  of  law, 
without  removing  the  transgressor.  Could  it  be 
seriously  said — would  it  not  be  absurdity  to  sup- 
pose—that an  operation  of  such  extent,  provided 
lor  by  law,  communicated  to  both  Houses,  note* 
rious  to  all  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  as  that  of  drawing  and  selling  the  bills  on 
Europe^  was  unknown  to  the  Pbbsidxnt?  Must  he 
not  have  been  well  acquainted  with  these  transact 
tions,  and  that  without  daily  frequenting  the  coffee- 
house, as  some  of  his  friends  lately  advised  him? 
If  the  instructions  or  the  intentions  of  the  Prbsi* 
DBKT  had  been  contravened,  would  he  not  have 
vindicated  his  own  authority  by  removing  the 
officer?  But  it  had  been  objected  that  the  bills 
were  drawn  previous  to  the  sanction  of  the  Legis- 
lature by  the  confirmatory  act  of  March,  1791. 
Admit  the  fact,  and  there  was  nothing  repre- 
hensible in  it  It  appears,  from  the  first  general 
instructions  to  Mr.  Short,  in  August,  1790,  that 


the  Secretary  considered  ordinary  charges  and 
five  per  cent  interest  as  within  the  meaonig  of 
the  law.  >  Pursuing  this  construction,  and  believing 
it  to  be  very  important  to  the  general  operatacms  of 
the  Treasury,  he  drew  for  the  money,  reserving 
himself  as  to  the  final  application  for  an  ael  <rf 
the  House  removing  the  doubt  The  draving  fer 
the  money  was  a  mere  intermediate  step,  iHiidi 
amounted  neither  to  a  breach,  noV  to  a  fulfilment 
of  the  law,  which  was  wholly  silent  on  tiial 
point  The  application  was  the  criterion  whether 
the  law  had  been  fulfilled  or  not  If  the  Legis- 
latvre  had  not  removed  the  doubt,  the  money  wooM 
have  been  remitted  back  for  the  foreign  object, 
and,  from  the  relative  price  of  public  and  pfrivate 
bills,  without  loss,  probably  with  advantage.  It 
was  prudent,  in  the  mean  time,  to  place  it  where  it 
was  likely  to  be  most  useful.  This  was  done.  It 
was  indeed  remarkable  that  all  the  points  now 
raised  as  objections  were  made  known  in  the  report, 
before  alluded  to,  of  February,  1791,  as  things 
done  or  intended.  No  objection  was  then  made  or 
dreamed  of. 

It  has  been  asked.  Why  have  the  instmctioDS 
not  been  produced,  if  any  existed?  The  call  had 
been  only  for  copies  of  authorities;  the  instnie- 
tions  may  have  been  rorbaL  The  Secretary,  in 
his  Report  on  Loans,  informed  the  House  *^  that, 
**besi^  the  first  general  instructions,  the  trast 
^*  reposed  in  him  was  to  be  regulated  by  sofeae- 
**quent  and  oceasienal  directions."  A  motive 
very  honorable  to  him  might  be  assigned  for  h» 
not  bringing  forward  the  PaBSroBirr's  instroctioos 
as  a  cover.  Belying  that  the  province  of  the 
House  was  to  examine  into  the  efEbets  of  mea- 
sures, their  conformity  to  law  and  tUb  public  good, 
and  that  the  necessary  Executive  instructions  were 
to  be  presumed,  the  Secretary  had  evidently  cho- 
sen to  implicate  the  PaasmKirr  as  little  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  order  requested  the  Paisrosirr  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  copies  of  the  authoritiea  directing 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed.  It  was 
evident  that  the  PRasioniT  construed  this  «der 
into  a  call,  not  for  the  instructions  from  him  to 
the  Secretary,  but  for  the  instmctions  from  the 
Secretary  to  his  agents;  because,  in  the  repoii 
made  in  pursuance  of  that  order,  the  Secretary 
presents,  by  order  of  the  PRBsmENT,  his  own  let- 
ters to  Messrs.  Short,  Willnik,  and  Van  Stap- 
horst,  as  the  authorities  to  apply  the  proceeds  of 
the  loans.  It  followed,  therefore,  that  the  paper 
relied  on  was  not  intended  to  be  given  as  the  only 
instruction  respecting  the  application  of  the  loan. 
The  inference  from  it  was  consequently  errone- 
ous. The  PftssiDENT  could  never  eoncseive  that 
the  House  meant  to  call  for  his  private  instruc- 
tions from  time  to  time  imparted  to  his  immedi* 
ate  agent  under  the  words  of  the  resolution.  That 
link  must  have  been  presumed.  He  therefore  di- 
rected a  transmission  of  the  authorities  from  the 
Secretary  to  his  agents. 

But  what  has  the  want  or  breach  of  instructioQS 
to  do  with  the  breach  of  the  law?  Suppose  no 
instructions  given,  or  the  instructions  not  pursued, 
and  yet  suppose  the  law  to  have  been  completely 
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»arBo«d,  eooM  it  be  sud  there  was  aoy  hr^mch  of 
AW  ?  Or  Buppoae  instrDctions  given  and  etricUy 
'arsned,  and  the  law  to  have  been  departed  fromi 
irould  the  adberenee  to  iDatractions  have  justified 
bat  departnre  ?  Either  what  wae  done  waa  nagi- 
ory»  or  it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  law.  To 
ffiroi  the  eontraryi  would  h»  to  coofoond  two 
hin|;a  perfeetly  distinct— inetroettona  and  lawa. 

The  resolution  imports  that  the  Secretary  has 
iolated  the  law  of.  the  4th  of  Auffast*  ll90,  by  not 
»arBuing  the  instructions  of  the  Pbesidsnt.  That 
kw  is  silent  as  to  instrueUona.  It  does  not  re* 
[Uire  that  the  Puksideiit  shall  give  instructions  to 
he  Secretary ;  nor  does  it  require  that  the  Secre- 
ary  shall  be  alone  guided  by  the  instructions  of  the 
*ftEstDB!iT.  It  only  directs  the  Prbsidbnt  to  cause 
'>  certain  sum  to  be  borrowed,  and  leaves  it  to  him 
o  cause  a  pfopet  application  to  be  made  of  the 
»rooeeda.  The  drawing  money  into  this  conntry, 
rith  or  without  authority,  to  apply  it  to  Che  pur^ 
hase  of  the  debt,  cannot  be  deemed  a  violation  of 
he  law  of  the  4th  of  August,  for  it  was  not  loaned 
inder  the  authority  of  that  act  alone,  but  under  the 
oint  authority  of  the  two  acta.  If  any  thing  is 
Deant  by  the  resolution,  it  ought  to  mention  ^th 
he  acta. 

To  go  further,  Mr.  S.  insisted  that  the  Seore- 
ary  had,  virtuU  cffieiiy  a  legal  authority  to  apply 
he  moneys  when  borrowed,  aeeording  to  law, 
vithout  instmotions*  The  loans  miffht  nave  been 
oade  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  abroad. 
Suppose  them  obtained  of  the  Bank  of  Boston, 
rould  it  have  been  criminal  for  the  Secretary, 
rithout  instructions,  to  have  drawn  the  money  to 
he  places  where  it  would  be  most  advantageous! v 
Dvested  ?  Suppose  the  loan  obtained  of  the  Bank 
if  the  United  States,  would  it  have  been  deemed  ir* 
egular  to  have,  without  instructions,  issued  a  war* 
ant  to  place  them  in  the  Treaaury  t  Why  was  it 
Dore  irregular  or  more  criminal  to  draw  them  from 
ibroad  as  a  preliminary  step  I 

The  moment  the  foreign  loans  were  negotiated, 
ind  the  moneys  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
ary'a  agent«  abroad,  from  that  moment  they  be* 
Ame  as  much  under  his  control  and  superintend* 
)oce,  subject  to  legal  appropriation,  as  any  moneys 
Q  the  Treasury,  It  was  not  necessary,  to  ostaV 
isb  this  position,  that  the  subject  of  foreign  loans 
hould  have  been  epecially  mentioned  in  the  con* 
titution  of  the  Treasury  Department  Many 
hings  resulted  collaterally  from  the  general  struc- 
ure  of  an  institution  which  were  not  expressed  in 
U 

He  did'  not,  however,  intend  that  the  doctrine 
tere  advanced  should  touch  the  question  as  to 
riiat  official  propriety  might  have  required  be* 
ween  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the  Secretary, 
t  was  the  point  of  legality  only  which  he  meant  to 
txamine.  In  all  Executive  functions  relating  to 
he  finances,  the  Secretary  must  be  conaidered  as 
he  agent  of  the  PasaCDBifT,  and  the  I^egislature 
Qn»t  take  it  for  granted,  where  the  contrary  is  not 
nanifest,  that  the  relation*  has  been  properly  atten- 
led  to.  Justice  to  both  characters  dictated  the  pre- 
luroption. 

It  clearly  resulted  from  these  remarks*^ 


let.  That  there  waa  no  ground  to  infer  either 
want  of.  instruction,  or  breach  of  instruction ;  but 
directly  the  reverse. 

adlv.  It  as  oleariy  resulted,  that,  if  there  was,  it 
would  not  follow  that  there  had  been  a  violation  of 
law. 

Having  gone  through  this  resolution,  Mr.  S. 
observed,  that»  if  there  was  as  little  of  criminality 
in  the  subsequent  ohaigea  as  in  that  whwh  he  had 
just  discussed — and  from  an  attentive  examination 
be  sincerely  believed  it— he  was  satisfied  that,  not- 
withstanding all  the  severe  animadversiona  with* 
in,  and  all  the  virulent  calumny  without,  the  walla 
of  Congress,  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  would 
come  forth  chaste  and  unblemitihed.  Instead  of 
anything  being  detected  which  would  disgracu 
Pandemonium,  nothing  could  be  chargeable  to 
him  whksh  would  sully  the  purest  angel  in  Hea* 
ven.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  ex* 
ist  as  to  the  wisdom  and  benefit  of  bis  measures^ 
he  was  confident  in  saying,  that  in  every  thing 
the  Secretary  had  done,  he  bad  been  guided  by 
principles  honorable  and  patriotic,  and  he  trusted 
that  a  very  great  majority  of  the  Committee 
would,  by  their  votes,  evinoe  the  same  sentiment* 
The  sword  of  justice,  it  was  said,  ought  at  times 
to  be  taken  from  its  scabbard  to  keep  great  public 
functionaries  within  the  pale  of  the  Taw;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  if  Justice  had  its  sword 
to  punish  the  guilty,  it  had  likewise  its  shiekl  t« 
protect  the  innocent.  If  the  Secretary  hod  com» 
mitted  a  wanton  violation,  of  law,  let  the  sword  be 
drawn  forth  for  his  punishment ;  but  if  he  has  pur^ 
sued  the  dkstatea  of  an  enlightened  patriotism,  the 
Committee  were  called  upon  to  raise  the  shield  for 
the  defence  of  a  faithful  oflker. 

Mr.  FiKDLBT  addressed  the  Chairas  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  Being  strongly  inqiMessed  with 
the  importance  of  our  time,  whksh  is  now  so  near 
on  end,  though  I  had  the  honor  of  seconding  the 
resolutions,  I  took  no  part  in  the  debates  of  yesleiw 
day;  nor  will  I  now  detain  you  with  repnes  10 
many  of  the  arguments  which  have  been  offered 
against  the  resolution  now  under  discussion. 

Upon  one  argument  frequently  introduced  by 
the  gentiemaa  kst  up,  viz.:  the  greatness  of  the 
Secretary'a  character,  d&c.,  I  will  only  make  a  sin* 
^le  remark.  There  is  no  character  officially  knowu 
in  Executive  Departments  of  this  Government, 
who  merits  pre-eminence,  or  to  whom  a  degree  of 
greatness  can  be  ascribed,  but  in  proportion  to  his 
prompt  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  attention 
with  which  he  discharges  the  duties  of  hb  oflke. 
From  this  rule,  the  Prbsibbht  himself  is  not  ex- 
empted, much  lesA  a  subordinate  Secretanf,  whose 
appointment  is  during  pleasure,  and  the  duties  as- 
signed him  of  a  changeable  and  temporary  nature. 
But  to  come  to  the  resolution  before  us.  The 
first  questions  that  offer  themselves,  are :  Was  the 
money  in  question  appropriated  to  special  and 
disthict  purposes  ?  Did  the  SecreUry  of  the  Trea. 
Bury  apply  the  money  to  other  uses  than  the  law 
directed? 

In  answer  to  the  first,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
advert  to  the  law  authorizing^  the  loans.  The  law 
authorizing  the  twelve  million  loan,  appropriates 
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whatever  amount  may  be  borrowed  solely  to  the 
payment  of  debts  then  due  to  France  and  Holland. 
The  law  authorizing  the  two  million  loan  directs  the 
application  thereof  to  the  redemption  of  the  Domes- 
tie  Debt,  in  aid  of  about dollars,  arising  from 

the  revenues  previous  to  the  Ist  of  January, 

These  appropriations  are  precise,  distinct,  and  un- 
conditional. With  respect  to  the  uses,  no  room 
was  left  for  the  exercise  of  discretion.  The  will  of 
the  Legislature  was  express  and  clearly  defined ;  it 
left  no  room  for  evasion,  nor  any  excuse  for  mis- 
take; nor  did  the  Presidcnt  transfer  to  the 
Secretary  any  other  authority  or  inatructions  than 
what  the  law  expressed. 

But  the  gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina  says, 
that  the  presumption  is,  that  the  President  did 
give  other  instructions  than  he  has  communica- 
ted ;  that,  in  this  case,  presumption  should  be  ad- 
mitted as  conclusive  testimony,  and  that  neither 
the  Secretary  nor  the  Presideht  is  obliged  to 
communicate  the  instructions  or  authority  to  us. 
The  gentleman  is  a  lawyer :  I  will  appeal  to  him- 
eelf;  I  will  appeal  to  all  the  professional  mem- 
bers on  the  noor,  whether  presumptions  can  be 
admitted  as  proof,  where,  in  the  nature  of  the 
case,  positive  testimony  can  be  procured.  Surely, 
in  Courts  of  Justice,  positive  testimony  is  always 
required,  and  presumptive  is  rarely  admitted j  but 
in  this  case,  the  presumptive  is  by  the  gentleman 
Mt  in  opposition  to  the  positive.  However,  this 
is  not  the  case  in  fact  The  Presideht  did  give 
commission  and  instructions,  and  those  are  fully 
communicated  to  us.  If  he  conceived  we  had  no 
right  to  demand  them,  he  would  have  told  us  so ; 
if  he  had  kept  any  part  of  them  back,  he  would 
haVe  informed  us,  and  assigned  his  reasons  for 
doinff  so.  I  presume  that  the  President  has 
acted  the  part  of  a  candid,  honest  man ;  the  gentle- 
man oresumea  the  reverse.  The  suggestion  that 
this  House,  which  has  the  exclusive  right  of  origi- 
nating the  appropriation  of  money,  has  no  right  to 
be  informed  of  the  application  of  it^  is  so  novel  and 
extraordinary,  so  inconsistent  with  every  idea  of 
propriety  and  good  <3overnment,  that  it  requires  iio 
reply. 

Did  the  Secretary  apply  the  money  borrowed 
in  Euro^  agreeably  to  the  legal  appropriations 
and  the  instructions  of  the  President!  No,  he 
did  not;  though  some  of  the  gentlemen  do  not  ac- 
knowledge this,  yet  the  Secretary  has  eleariy  ac- 
knowledged it  himself,  and  has  filled  his  Reporte 
with  labored  and  ingenious  apologies  for  so  doing. 
He  has  suggested  a  variety  of  motives,  and  taken 
infinite  pains  to  charm  us  with  the  mighty  public 
advantages  resulting  from  his  doing  so.  He  ac- 
knowledges combining  the  loans,  and  directing  the 
application  of  them,  in  the  very  oflfset,  in  a  way 
contrary  to  law;  he  acknowlet^es  having  drawn 
to  this  country,  and  applied  in  Europe,  to  uses  for 
which  other  moneys  were  appropriated,  near 
#3,000,000.  Out  of  this  he  has  paid  upwards  of 
#400,000  of  the  French  debt,  to  St  Domingo.  I 
do  not  complain  of  paying  the  interest  due  in  Eu- 
rope out  of  the  money  drawn  here.  The  gentle- 
men apply  the  force  of  their  arguments,  with 
great  attention,  to  support  or  apologize  for  this 


part  of  the  Secretary's  conduct,  as  if  against  this 
only  the  charge  in  the  resolution  lay.  Bat  we  do 
not  object  to  applying  that  money  in  Holland, 
which  ought  to  have  been  brought  here,  if  the 
money  which,  aecordin?  to  the  appropriation, 
should  have  gone  to  Holland,  had  been  pat  to  the 
use  here  for  which  the  other 'was  intended.  A 
simple  exchange  of  money  for  the  purposes  of 
conveniency  or  economy,  is  properiy  one  of  those 
cases  to  which  Ministerial  discretion  may  safely 
be  extended ;  but  the  question  before  us  is,  the 
money  has  not  been  replaced.  The  amonnt  of 
money  has  not  been  applied  to  the  uses  intended ; 
consequently,  the  appropriation  has  been  disrs- 
gardea.  It  is  acknowledged  that  though  there 
were  upwards  of  #1,300,000  of  the  Domestic  Sink- 
ing Fond,  and  upwards  of  #3,300,000  drawn  froia 
Europe,  besides  the  moneys  applied  to  the  relief  of 
St  Domingo ;  and  yet,  when  these  inquiries  bq^an, 
there  was  not  #1,000,000  applied  to  the  rrdeniptioa 
of  the  Public  Debt,  and  even  yet  the  whole  of  the 
domestic  appropriation  has  not  been  applied  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  notwithstanding  that  the  Pnblie 
Debt  is  now,  and  has  for  some  time  been  under 
par.  We  have  it  on  record  that  the  Secretaiy 
never  informed  the  Commissioners  of  the  draAs  he 
made  on  Europe,  although  the  fund  was  exelosively 
to  be  at  their  disposal. 

However,  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  with 
minute  calculations.  They  are  not  necessary ;  the 
Secretary  has  acknowledged  that  he  drew  more 
money  from  Europe  than  the  law  authorized  him  to 
do ;  that  he  was  influenced  to  do  ao  by  motives  not 
contemplated  in  the  law,  and  bad  either  applied  it, 
or  drew  it  fW>m  Europe  with  the  design  of  applying 
it  to-  uses  not  authorized,  and  that  he  has  broken  in 
upon  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  the 
French  debt 

Indeed,  the  delay  of  information,  the  receiving 
it  by  piecemeal,  the  abundance  of  reasoning  ana 
apologies,  when  only  simple  and  plain  statements 
were  required,  renders  a  scrutiny  of  all  his  calcu- 
lations a  work  of  time  and  laoor.  Therefore,  I 
have  contented  myself  with  the  ftcts  which  the 
Secretary  acknowledges  and  vindicates  on  the 
questionable  ground  of  policy.  It  remains  to  be  in- 
quired, had  the  Secretary  a  right  to  depart  from  the 
directions  of  the  law  in  the  execution  of  it  ?  Coold 
he,  without  a  violation  of  the  law,  divert  the  monej 
from  its  appropriate  uses,  to  purposes  foreign  to  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  ?  He  certainly  coold 
not 

The  application  of  appropriations  is  the  most 
sacred  and  important  trust  the  Legislature  can 
confer.  If  they  may  be  made  to  beml  to  the  wiU 
or  projecting  policy  of  a  Financier,  there  is  an 
end  of  all  security  and  confidence.  When  the 
Legislature  makes  an  appropriation  of  a  general 
fund  to  a  variety  of  uses,  as  has  been  done  with 
respect  to  the  impost,  tonnage,  excise,  ^.,  there 
is  necessarily  a  considerable  degree  of  diiierstiofl 
left  with  the  Executive,  as  far  as  respects  prefer- 
ence to  one  or  the  other  of  the  appropriate  uses. 
But  where  the  money  is  appropriated  solely  to  i 
special  purpose,  as  in  the  case  of  the  loans,  be 
who  executes  thtf  law  haa  no  degree  of  power 
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over  the  appropriation.    There  is  ample  room  for 
discretion  in  many  material   circnmstanoee   re* 
spectinfi^  them,  sucn  as  the  terms  of  contract,  the 
time  of  drawing,  the  agents  emploTed,  &c,  bnt  to 
assuroe  or  exercise  the  power  of  changinfl^  the  ap- 
propriation is  assuming  a  power  to  repeal  the  law 
itaeif  in  its  most  essential  authority ;  it  is  assum- 
ing that  power  of  dispensing  with  the  laws  which 
produced  the  late  revolution  in  Britain.    If  the 
will  of  the  Minister  may  control  and  give  another 
direction  to  the  will  of  the  Legislature,  the  Sove- 
reign Legislative  authority  is  transferred  from  the 
Representative  of  the  people  to  the  temporary 
Minister.    If  we  admit  that  the  Ifinisterial  agent 
is  not  responsible  for  his  conduct,  nor  subject  to 
censure,  because  he  is  appointed,  and  in  this  in- 
stance authorized  by  the  President,  we  will  in- 
troduce the  long-exploded  doctrine  of  Charles  I.  of 
Britain,  which  brought  ruin  on  the  King  and  the 
Government.    However,  there  is  aif  essential  dif- 
ference, for  in  the  case  before  us,  the  authority 
and  instructions  given  by  the  President  were 
agreeably  to  the  law,  but  the  conduct  of  the  Min- 
ister was  contrary  to  both.    If,  as  I  have  said,  the 
application  of  money  to  its  appropriated  uses,  is 
toe  most  sacred  and  important  trust  which  the 
Legislature  can  confer ;  if  the  person  who  can  ap- 
ply the  money  to  what  use  he  pleases,  may,  by 
that  means,  command  all  the  influence  and  all  the 
force  of  the  Government,  I  conclude  that  betraying 
the  important  trust  partakes  of  the  natureof  treason. 
The  question  before  us  is,  not  whether  the  Se- 
cretary nas  applied  the  money  to  a  good  or  to  a  bad 
use?     Whether  he  has,  by  departing  from  the 
legal  appropriation,  supported  public  credit  better, 
or  made  a  more  convenient  accommodation  to 
what  he  or  his  friends  may  suppose  to  be  the  na- 
tional interests.    Neither,  the  Constitution  nor  the 
laws  have  constituted  him  the  judffe  of  the  na- 
tional interests,  nor  submitted  it  to  his  wisdom  to 
prescribe  the  degree  of  public  credit  which  the 
nation  ought  to  possess*.    The  public  credit  and 
other  national  interests  ought  to  be  no  other  than 
the  Legislature  wills  them  to  be,  and  ought  only 
to  be  supported  by  the  means,  and  in  the  manner 
thereby  prescribed.    This  is  the  voice  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  voice  of  the  law,  and  the  voice  of 
reason.    The  President  and  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  being  the  real,  as  well  as  the  Wal 
Representatives  of  the  people,  it  is  reasonable 
that  they  should  be  the  sole  judges  of  their  inter- 
ests.   When  this  House  repeatedly  called  for  in- 
formation from  the  Secretary,  they  did  not  ca|l 
for  political  essays  nor  labored  apologies;  they 
did  not  constitute  him  the  judge  lor,  nor  the  in- 
Btructer  of  the  Legislature;  they  cared  nothinfl" 
about  his  variety  oi  motives,  nor  his  extensive  and 
self-important  plans.     These  he  might  have  x'e- 
ferred  to  embellish  a  system  of  finance,  when  he 
would  again  be  called  upon  to  report  one  to  the 
House.    They  only  required  an  account  of  his 
stewardship.    It  was  time  enough  to  make  apolo- 
gies when  he  was  blamed;  prefacing  his  state- 
ments with  apologies,  and  being  irritated  at  in- 
quiries, and  artfully  evading  so  many  calls  for  in- 
formation, discovered  a  consciousness  of  blame. 


However,  I  will  admit  that  an  Executive  offi* 
cer,  pressed  by  some  urgent  and  unezoected  ne- 
cessity, may  be  induced  to  depart  from  tne  author- 
ized path  of  duty,  and  have  great  merit  in  so  do- 
ing. This  may  be  the  case  with  the  General  of 
an  army  or  the  Admiral  of  a  fleet,  and,  though 
more  rarely,  even  with  a  Financier.  But  in  such 
emergency,  the  officer  so  acting  will  embrace  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  explain  the  matter  and  ob- 
tain a  justification,  whilst  the  recent  feelings  aris- 
ing from  the  occasion  advocates  his  cause  in  the 
public  mind. 

Has  the  Secretary  done  so  in  the  present  in- 
stance P  No :  his  conduct  has  been  the  very  re- 
verse. Notwithstanding  repeated  and  explicit 
calls,  both  at  the  last  session  and  the  present,  the 
extent  of  these  transactions  was  concealed.  A 
bill  passed  this  House  authorixing  another  loan  of 
$800,000 ;  a  second  bill  was  urged  in  an  unprece- 
dented manner,  for  a  loan  of  $2,000,000;  and, 
though  this  was  a  favorite  bill  with  the  Minister, 
the  very  inquiry  after  this  information  induced 
his  friends  to  shrink  from  the  matter,  and  desert 
the  object  about  which  they  had  discovered  so 
much  solicitude.  But  when  the  disclosure  is 
made,  does  there  appear  any  urgent  necessity  to 
justify  this  measure?  No;  there  was  none  ex- 
cept what  existed  to  the  unauthorized  plans  of  the 
Financier.  He  informs  us  that  be  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  have  always  $500,000  or  $600,000  at 
his  command.  I  ask  what  law  authorized  him  to 
think  so  P  Did  the  Legislature  judge  this  necea- 
sary  P  Na  Did  he  ever  state  the  necessity  to 
the  Legislature,  and  recommend  such  a  provision  P 
No,  he  did  not ;  and  we  know  he  has  never  been 
backward  in  recommending  Revenue  Systems, 
nor  in  contriving  uses  for  revenue.  Supposing  a 
sudden  necessity  for  money,  arising  from  a  disap- 
pointment of  some  remittance,  where  was  the 
boasted  aid  of  the  Bank,  which  was  to  have  ad- 
ministered aid  in  all  sudden  emergencies  P  Could 
not  bills  have  been  sold  for  cash  when  the  neces- 
sity pressed?  Or  could  not  a  temporary  loan 
have  been  procured  from  any  of  the  banks  r  Cer- 
tainly they  could.  Loans  were  obtained  at  the 
Bank  when  no  necessity  required  such  aid,  and 
when  the  public  money,  to  a  much  greater  amount, 
was  deposited  with  the  Bank.  In  short,  no  ne- 
cessity of  State,  for  purposes  authorized  b^  the 
Legislature,  existed.  If  there  was  a  necessity  at 
all,  it  must  have  arisen  from  another  quarter — 
most  probably  from  the  Bank  itself  and  its 
branches.  A  key  to  this  sugsestion  may  be  disco- 
vered from  a  comparison  of  drawing  at  the  times, 
and  the  situation  of  the  Bank  at  such  times? 
[Here  Mr.  FiNDLEY  was  called  to  order,  upon  the 
ground  of  his  arguments  not  being  eon  fined  to  the 
resolution  before  the  Committee.]  He  alleged 
his  arguments  applied  strictly  to  the  charge  of 
violating  the  law  contained  in  the  resolution ;  but 
as  a  further  opportunity  of  appl;^ing  the  arguments 
arising  from  necessity  ana  discretion  would  be 
given  when  a  subsequent  resolution  was  brought 
before  the  Committee,  he  would  pass  it  now,  and 
conclude  with  a  very  few  remarks.  He  said  the 
exercise  of  the  power  assumed  by  the  Secretary, 
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was  inconsistent  with  that  public  confidence  upon 
which  the  (SoTemment  alone  was  founded ;  that 
it  was  inconsistent  with  public  safety  and  a  Oo» 
vernment  of  laws ;  that  the  Secretary  seemed  to 
take  the  whole  Government  upon  his  shoulders, 
and  to  consider  all  the  great  interests  thereof  to 
be  committed  to  his  providence.  His  reports 
spoke  the  langua^  of  a  Frederick  of  Prussia,  or 
some  other  despotic  Prince,  who  had  all  the  poli- 
tical power  vested  in  himself-^not  the  languaffe 
of  a  dependent  Secretar}^  under  a  free  and  weU- 
orderea  Government. 

Mr.  Giles  rose. — He  was  sensible  that  he  stood 
in  a  peculiarly  delicate  situation,  in  which  nothing 
short  of  the  public  good  could  have  induced  him 
to  place  himself.  If  a  public  and  highly  respon- 
sible officer  had  violated  the  laws,  it  was  necessa- 
ry that  he  should  be  called  to  an  account  for  it ; 
and  to  determine  whether  in  the  instances  before 
the  House,  he  had  been  guilty  of  that  violation,  it 
is  necessary  to  compare  the  testimony  with  the 
ikcts  alleged  in  the  resolutions  before  the  Com- 
mittee. He  first  adverted  to  the  law  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  foreign  debti  On  this,  he  remarked  that 
the  authority  of  borrowing  was  expressly  given  to 
the  President,  no  doubt,  with  an  eye  to  the  per- 
sonal virtues  of  the  character  who  fills  that  office  i 
the  loan  is  also  directed  to  be  made  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  Public  Debt  Here  he  re- 
marked, that  in  every  appropriation  law,  the  appro- 
priation is  always  empluticallv  mentioned,  which 
IS  an  evidence  that  the  Legislature  intend  to  re- 
main the  sole  judges  of  the  applications  of  money. 
He  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, who  was  employed  by  the  President  to 
negotiate  this  loan,  to  Mr.  Short,  the  Secretary's 
Foreign  agent  for  this  purpose,  dated  the  9th  pf 
May,  1791,  in  which  the  Secretary  informs  Mr. 
Short,  that  one  million  and  a  half  of  the  money 
he  had  obtained  on  loan,  was  destined  for  France ; 
of  which  sum  he  was  authorized  to  apply  imme- 
diately one  million,  but  to  reserve  eight  hundred 
thousand  florins  to  answer  such  subsequent  direc- 
tions as  he  should  i*eceivefrom  the  President. 
He  cited  this  passage  to  show  that  the  million  and 
a  half  which  had  been  obtained  on  loan,  was  des- 
tined for  France. 

To  remove  any  doubt  that  might  remain  upon 
this  head,  he  referred  to  a  preceding  letter  from 
the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Short,  dated  the  ISth  of 
April,  in  which  it  is  also  expressly  said,  that  of 
the  two  millions  borrowed,  one  million  and  a  htdf 
is  intended  for  France,  the  remaining  half  million 
to  wait  for  further  directions.  Having  established 
this  point,  he  adverted  to  the  resolution  before  the 
Committee,  which  says,  that  he  applied  a  portion 
of  the  principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  falling  due  upon  that  principal,  without 
being  authorized  so  to  do  by  any  law.  To  show 
this,  he  referred  to  a  report  of  tne  3d  of  January, 
containing  sundry  statements  respecting  foreign 
loans.  That  part  of  the  Keport  to  which  he  al- 
luded in  proof  of  the  fact,  stated  in  general  terms, 
a  sum  paid  on  account  of  foreign  loans,  and  this 


sum  was  taken  from  the  principal  borrowed,  and 
amounted  to  1,833,189  florins*  If  his  statement 
was  accurate,  the  fact  he  wished  to  establish  was 
proved.  He  wanted  more  Hght,  he  oonfeosed,  than 
he  could  collect  from  the  Secretar^s  offioal  oom- 
munioations.  He  should  not  go  into  the  exami- 
nation of  what  circumstances  might  have  induced 
the  Secretary  to  deviate  from  the  positive  injunc- 
tions of  the  law,  or  to  make  any  remarks  opon  bis 
conduct,  until  he  had  heard  what  gentlemen  would 
say  to  eontrovert  the  fact  he  wished  to  establish. 

Another  fact  of  consequence  he  wished  to  prore, 
vis :  that  part  of  the  money  obtained  on  loan  in 
Europe  haa  been  drawn  over,  though  not  wanted 
here  for  any  public  purpose.  This  appeared  from 
other  papers.  He  turned  to  the  instmctioDs  from 
the  President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasurTt 
authorizing  him  to  borrow  $14,000,000,  in  whidi 
the  Secretary  is  cautioned  to  keep  in  view  the  two 
several  acts  authorizing  the  loans,  and  the  distinct 
conditions  they  contemplate.  By  the  instructions 
of  the  President,  tiie  Secretary  is  authorized  to 
apply  the  moneys.  In  the  execution  of  the  trust 
confided  to  him,  the  President  generally  directs 
him  to  employ  Mr.  Short  to  negotiate  the  loans, 
to  borrow  m  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  acts, 
and  to  discharge  immediately  the  arrears  of  inte- 
rest due  to  the  French,  to  which  purpose  and  to 
the  complete  payment  of  that  debt  the  twelve 
million  loan  was  altogether  appropriated.  If  this 
money,  then,  was  shown  to  have  been  drawn  here, 
it  was  neither  warranted  by  law  nor  by  the  Pre- 
sident's instructions.  The  Secretary  did  begin 
to  draw  as  early  as  1790,  and  had  continued  to 
draw  from  time  to  time,  till  1793,  without  giving 
notice  of  this  to  the  Legislature.  Having  shows 
that  the  Secretary  had  drawn  without  authority 
to  draw,  he  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  jm- 
pose  of  those  drafts. 

The  money  thus  drawn  for  was  not,  he  stated, 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt.  No 
money  obtained  from  foreign  loans  was  thus  ap- 
plied until  this  year ;  the  aomestic  resonroes  ap- 
propriated to  this  object  were  never  exhausts. 
These  were  the  facts  involved  in  the  first  resolu- 
tion, which  he  wished  to  establish.  Before  be 
prooeeded  further  into  the  discussion,  he  wished 
to  hear  what  gentlemen  had  to  say  to  eontrovert 
them.  He  wished  to  see  justice  done  in  the  mat- 
ter before  the  House ;  he  wished  justice,  also,  to 
be  tempered  with  moderation  and  mercy ;  and  if 
gentlemen  could  show  the  necessity  for  deviatioos 
from  positive  law,  which  he  had  endeavored  to 
point  out,  it  would  exonerate  the  Secretary  from 
a  very  great  share  of  blame. 

Mr.  Barnwell  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
parts  of  the  two  acts  authorising  the  loans.  One, 
of  the  4th  of  August,  authorizes  a  loan  of  $12,000- 
000,  to  be  obtained  without  limitation  as  to  the  in- 
terest, for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  Foreign  debt ; 
the  other  is  of  tlie  12th  of  August,  for  $2,000,000, 
the  interest  to  be  not  more  than  five  per  cent.,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  Domestic  debt. 

Mr.  Sedowick,  to  disprove  that  the  drafts  al- 
luded to  had  been  made  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Legislature,  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
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PftB8iDBiiT^8  Speech  to  both  Houses  on  the  8th 
of  December,  1790,  and  a  subsequent  report  of 
the  Se<7etar]r  of  the  Treasurj  to  the  same  point 
By  this,  it  appeared  that  the  power  of  borrowing 
having  been  exercised  under  the  joint  authority  of 
the  two  acts,  the  Secretary  states  a  difiBcnlty  that 
had  occurred  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  drafts 
alluded  to.  The  money  haying  been  obtained  on 
an  interest  of  Ave  per  cent  exdustTe  of  douceurs, 
he  wished  the  Legislature  to  determine  whether  it 
might  strictly  be  considered  as  borrowed  under 
the  second  act,  which  limited  the  ipterest  at  five 
per  cent  This  was  sufficient,  he  conceived,  to  show 
that  the  Legislature  were  not  ignorant  of  those 
drafts,  and  an  act  was  passed  solving  the  Seere* 
tary's  doubt,  and  sanctioning  his  construction  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  GitBS  remarked,  that  he  had  drawn  before 
that  sanction  was  obtained. 

Mr.  FrrzsixoNS  observed,  on  the  first  charge  in 
the  resolution,  that,  as  the  interest  of  the  money 
borrowed  in  Europe  is  payable  where  borrowed, 
it  was  economical  in  the  Secretary  to  pay  that  in- 
terest with  moneys  there,  which  were  to  be  drawn 
here,  and  replace  the  sum  by  taking  the  amount 
from  the  funds  here  destined  for  that  payment  A 
financial  operation  of  this  nature  is  simple^  and 
saves  the  trouble  of  drawing  with  one  hand  and  re- 
mitting with  the  other.  He  conceived  there  was  no 
just  foundation  for  t&e  first  charge. 

Mr.  Laurancs  said,  that  when  the  resolutions 
calling  for  information  fix>m  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment were  first  brought  forward,  the  public  mind 
was  impressed  with  an  idea  that  there  were  mo- 
neys unaccounted  for.  This  charge  is  now  drop- 
ped, and  it  is  honorable  to  the  officer  concerned 
that,  after  much  probing,  nothing  is  found  to  sup- 
port it  The  inquiry  now  is,  whether  a  debt  was 
paid  out  of  this  or  that  fund.  He  did  not  admit  the 
&ct,  that  it  was  paid  out  of  any  other  moneys  than 
what  law  strictly  warranted.  He  went  into  a  his- 
tory of  thc'subject  from  its  origin.  He  stated  the 
nature  and  purposes  of  the  loans.  There  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  the  President  from  consolidating 
the  two  loans,  provided  such  an  arrangement  did 
not  interfere  with  the  purposes  intended  by  them. 
The  President  employed  the  Secretary  to  obtain 
the  loans  under  the  joint  authority  of  both  acts,  as 
it  was  found  that  the  object  could  best  be  carried 
into  effect  by  such  an  arrangement  The  money 
thus  borrowed  became  subject  to  the  appropria- 
tions of  both  acts,  and  not  ezclusiyely  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Foreign  debt  Then,  as  part  of  that 
money  was  subject  to  be  drawn  here  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Domestic  Debt,  and  the  interest  of 
the  loan  was  to  be  paid  with  Domestic  funds,  it  was 
perfectly  reasonable  to  avoid  further  drafts  and  re- 
mittances to  pay  the  debt  there  with  money  thei%, 
and  replace  it  here  with  money  already  here.  The 
fact  stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  is,  by 
this  plain  statement  of  the  case,  substantially  re- 
fated,  and  appears  altogether  unfounded ;  but  if  the 
fact  is  proved,  what  is  implied?  No  injury  to  the 
interests  of  the  community ;  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  has  been  in  every  point  fulfilled.  If 
the  Secretary  had  acted  difierently,  he  would  have 


been  guilty  of  an  absurdity,  and  to  blame  for  sacri- 
ficing the  public  interest  and  neglecting  the  spirit 
of  a  law  for  a  strict  and  unprofitable  observance  of 
its  letter. 

Mr.  Skdowick,  by  adverting  to  the  Speech  of  the 
President  and  Report  of  the  Secretary,  had  shown 
that  the  Legislature  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  drafts,  and  sanctioned  future  ones  on  the  same 
principles.  The  latter  part  of  the  first  resolution 
criminates  the  Secretary  for  making  them  without 
instructions  fitim  the  President.  Even  if  this  was 
the  case,  he  did  not  know  whether  this  was  really 
reprehensible.  He  defended  it  on  the  ground,  that 
the  Secretary  is  the  officer  appointed  by  law  to  au* 
perintend  the  finances  and  apply  all  moneys  agree- 
ably' to  appropriations.  He  took  a  view  of  the 
subjec^  as  stated  by  Mr.  Laurancs,  and  concluded 
by  asking,  whether,  if  the  Secretary  was  found,  on 
a  critical  examination,  to  have  deviated  in  a  trifle 
from  the  letter  of  the  law,  such  a  deviation  was 
sufficient  to  warrant  \he  alarm^s  being  sounded 
from  St  Croix  to  St  Mary^s,  and  whether  the  pre- 
cious time  of  the  House,  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
with  a  vast  variety  of  business  on  their  hands, 
should  be  taken  up  in  so  unprofitable  and  frivolous 
an  investigation  ? 

Mr.  GiLBs  said,  the  transaction  alluded  to  by  the 
gentlemen  to  controvert  the  fact  laid  down  in  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution  before  the  Committee 
was  not  immaterial,  as  they  had  endeavored  to 
show  it  It  was  not  merely  a  financial  operation 
to  avoid  the  necessitv  of  drawing  and  remitting. 
The  truth  was,  that  the  Secretary  had  drawn  over 
nearly  $3,000,000.  The  PsEsroENT's  authority 
was  limited  to  $3,000,000. 

Mr.  Lauranoe  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent, or  his  agent,  had  drawn  the  whole  amount 
of  the  money  obtained  under  both  loans,  he  could 
not  be  said  to  have  gone  beyond  his  authority.  He 
was  authorized  to  borrow  $12,000,000  to  pay  the 
arrears  on  the  Foreign  debt,  and  to  modify  the  whole. 
In  the  execution  of  this  trust,  he  might  have  found 
it  advisable  to  draw  to  the  country  the  whole  of  that 
sum.  It  had  been  found  advisable  to  draw  for  part, 
and  to  pay  the  French  by  shipping  produce  to  St. 
Domingo.  If  the  money  expended  for  supplies  to 
St  Domingo  is  deducted,  the  balance  will  be  found 
less  than  $2,000,000. 

Mr.  L.  contended,  that  the  interest  of  the  mo- 
neys borrowed  was  not  paid  out  of  the  principal 
of  the  loan,  as  set  forth  in  the  first  charge  of 
the  resolution  before  the  Committee.  If  gentle- 
men would  attend  to  the  history  of  the  transaction, 
they  would  find  this  strictly  true.  This  interest 
was  paid  out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Debt,  and  not  out  of  those 
intended  to  pay  the  French,  and  the  funds  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  that  interest  were  here 
to  replace  the  former  and  be  applied  as  those  were 
appropriated.  He  referred  to  the  President's 
Speeches  at  the  commencement  of  the  two  last 
sessions,  to  show  that  the  loan  was  obtained  under 
the  joint  authority  of  both  acts ;  and  adverted  to 
the  act  of  Congress,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt 
suggested  by  the  Secretary,  explaining  that  the 
moneys  first  obtained  might  be  considered  as  bor- 
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rowed  under  the  act  authorizing  the  two  million 
loan.  Having  shown  the  first  charge  in  the 
resolution  to  he  unfounded,-  he  turned  to  the 
second. 

The  Secretary  is  accused  of  drawing  moneys  to 
this  country  without  instructions.  In  this  tran- 
saction, the  President  must  be  considered  as  the 
principal,  and  the  Secretary  the  agent,  or  the  Se- 
cretary must  be  looked  upon  as  the  principal.  If 
the  PaBsmENT  is  the  principal,  and  he  be  author- 
ized to  obtain  the  loans,  as  soon  as  the  money  is 
obtained  it  naturally  falls  under  the  direction  of 
the  financier ;  but  if  it  be  contended  that  the  Pre- 
smENT  was  to  have  applied  the  moneys  as  well  as 
to  borrow  them,  then  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  agent;  that  agent  is  accountable  to  his  princi- 
pal, and  as  this  principal  is  not  called  to  an  account 
b^  the  Legislature  for  any  improper  exercise  of 
discretion,  he  must  be  considered  as  having  acted 
strictly  within  the  law.  If  the  Secretary  is  con- 
sidered as  the  principal  (and  by  a  strict  attention 
to  the  law,  he  believed,  it  would  be  found  so,  for 
the  President  is  by  it  authorized  to  borrow,  and 
it  is  not  ezpressea  who  shall  apply  the  money) 
then  it  was  not  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Secretary 
to  procure  the  instructions  of  the  President,  be- 
ing the  principal,  and  consequently  having  the 
direction  of  the  money  borrowed,  he  is  made  the 
judge  of  the  time  of  drawing,  to  fulfil  the  inten- 
tion of  the  law.  Was  the  money,  he  asked,  to 
have  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  banker  in  Eu- 
rope ?  Since  it  was  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Public  Debt,  the  sooner  it  was  drawn  over  the 
better,  and  the  Secretary  having  the  direction  of 
those  moneys,  could  do  it  without  consulting  the 
President.  He  proceeded  to  show,  however,  that 
the  Secretary  had  by  no  means  acted  entirely 
without  regard  to  the  President's  instructions. 
His  letter  to  Mr.  Short,  which  had  been  read,  ex- 
pressly says,  that  he  is  waiting  for  instructions 
from  the  President,  and  the  only  instructions 
brought  forward  clearly  shows,  that  he  did  not  act 
without  them.  On  this  occasion  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary, he  conceived,  that,  all  the  private  commu- 
nications between  those  two  officers  should  be 
brought  forward ;  indeed*  many  of  the  instructions 
might  have  been  verbal,  and  of  a  private  nature. 
Another  proof  lies  before  the  Committee,  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  did  not  act  independent  of  in- 
structions. A  Report  of  the  Secretary  mentions 
that  some  matters  relative  to  the  loans  were  un- 
der consideration  of  the  President  op  the  Unit- 
ed States.  This  document,  the  gentlemen  were 
in  possession  of  when  they  framed  the  resolutions ; 
and  it,  in  his  opinion,  left  very  little  ground  in- 
deed to  suppose  that  the  Secretary  had  acted  with- 
out instructions. 

That  officer,  he  contended,  had  strictly  obeyed 
the  Appropriation  law;  he  had  not  drawn  one 
dollar  that  the  act  did  not  warrant.  On  the  au- 
thority of  one  act,  the  Secretary  drew  two  mil- 
lions (by  the  by  he  wished  to  remark,  that  the  Se- 
cretary is  not  the  officer  who  actually  draws,  who 
sells  the  bills,  or  who  receives  the  money;  this 
falls  within  the  province  of  the  Treasurer,  the 
Secretar}'  does  not  touch  a  penny  of  those  mo- 


neys) to  apply  to  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt 
The  other  act  gave  the  President  power  to  dnv 
every  dollar  of  the  loan  it  established,  if  he  thooght 
fit,  if  those  who  were  to  receive  the  monoy  wished 
to  be  paid  here.  Will  the  remittance  which  tf- 
forded  so  seasonable  a  relief  to  St  Domingo  be 
found  fault  with?  If  this  mode  of  paying  wis 
within  the  authority  vested  in  the  Presdbit, 
surely  the  power  of  drawing  must  have  aocom- 
panied  it.  He  concluded  by  observing,  that  be 
had  stated  his  ideas  on  the  subject  in  a  hastj  nun- 
ner,  for  the  want  of  time  to  go  more  folly  into  the 
discussion. 

Mr.  Mercer  next  rose.  None  of  the  eomma* 
nications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  removed  his  suspicions  relative  to  the  tnn- 
sactions  of  that  Department  What  had  fallen  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  had  not  removed  his 
doubts.  He  confessed  himself  more  at  a  loss  thin 
ever  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  that  officer.  To 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  his  conduct,  it  was  oe> 
cessary  to  consider  what  his  duties  are,  and  ioTest- 
igate  whether  a  necessity  existed  to  justifj  the 
drawing  complained  of.  Gentlemen,  in  their  •^ 
guments,  had  alluded  to  some  observations  that 
had  fallen  from  him  on  other  occasions  ezpressire 
of  his  opinion,  that  there  bad  been  corruption  in 
that  Department  This  opinion  he  still  entertained. 
He  suggested  that  some  irregularities  had  takeo 
place  as  to  the  money  appropriated  to  the  Sinkiog 
Fund.  This  might  be  the  fact,  and  his  suspicions 
were  sufficiently  urgent  to  warrant  him  in  60^ 
gestine  that  it  might  be  possible.  At  the  cloeeof 
1792,  he  stated  there  was  a  balance  of  cash  io 
the  Treasury  of  $2,881,182,  and  the  bonds  doe 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year  would  produce 
a  sum  of  about  $2,269,000.  Yet  a  proposition  wis 
made  in  the  House,  predicated  on  a  total  want  of 
money  in  the  Treasury,  to  borrow  $800,000  in  ad- 
dition to  the  $400,000  ahieady  borrowed  of  the 
Bank. 

[Here  Mr.  Boudinot  interrupted  the  meaber. 
as  being  out  of  order.  The  Chairman,  conceiTing 
Mr.  Mbkcer*8  remarks  to  be  introductory  to,  and 
connected  with  the  observations  he  intended  to 
make  on  the  resolution,  declared  him  in  order.] 

Mr.  Mercer  proceeded  to  show,  by  sandiy 
statements  and  calculations,  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  this  loan  of  $800,000.  The  House,  be 
said,  to  discharge  their  duty,  should  be  satisfied 
how  the  money  appropriated  was  applied,  before 
they  consented  to  repeated  additional  appropri^' 
tions.  When  calls  for  information  had  been  msde 
by  the  House,  with  a  view  to  comply  with  this 
their  indispensable  duty,  the  Secretary  had  thought 
it  sufficient  to  balance  money  actuiaUy  received, 
by  calculations  of  sums  that  would  probably  be 
wanted  agreeably  to  appropriations  Were  d(^iar8, 
he  asked,  to  be  balanced  by  absolute  appropriatioos! 
Can  things  certain  be  fa«lanced  by  things  unoe^ 
tain?  Actual  expenditure  would  alone  balance 
actual  receipt  Appropriations  founded  on)/  ^ 
uncertain  calculations  could  not  show  the  monej 
actually  laid  out  He  adverted  to  some  calcula- 
tions made  to  ascertain  the  probable  expenses  of 
the  War  Department 
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[Here  the  member  was  of  ain  called  to  order,  and 
Bi'as  declared  out  of  order  by  the  Chairman.] 

Mr.  M.  confined  hia  obaervation  more  immedi- 
itely  to  the  resolution  before  the  Committee.  It 
lad  been  said,  that  the  interest  paid  was  paid  out 
>f  moneys  that  were  to  be  drawn  to  this  country, 
ind  were  replaced  here  by  funds  from  the  domestic 
resources  originally  appropriated  for  that  object, 
ind  that  the  dead  letter  of  the  law,  if  any  part  of 
t,  had  alone  been  violated.  He  contended  there 
lad  been  an  essential  violation. 

The  sums  drawn  for  and  appropriated  to  reduce 
;he  Public  Debt,  were  not  applied  to  that  purpose ; 
iie  domestic  resources  appropriated  to  that  object^ 
lever  were  exhausted.  If  tliis  is  the  case,  conclu- 
lions  surely  unfavorable  to  that  oflker  must  natu- 
-ally  follow. 

lie  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
question,  whether  the  Secretary  had  acted  under 
nstructions  from  the  Presideht.  It  was  disa- 
greeable, he  premised,  to  criminate  the  character 
>f  any  officer.  He  bore  a  great  respect  for  the 
President,  for  his  virtues,  talents,  and  services, 
>ut  however  grating  to  his  feelings  it  might  be  to 
ind  fault  with  any  part  of  his  conduct  in  this  mat- 
«r,  he  was  unable  to  discharge  his  duty  under  his 
>resent  impressions,  unless  he  avowed  that  he 
conceived  that  officer  had  violated  the  law,  though 
ie  allov^ed,  without  intention,  by  not  inquiring 
nio  the  subject,  while  transacting,  as  it  was  his 
laty  to  do.  He  must  declare  that  lie  saw  no  proof 
hat  the  Secretary  had  acted  under  the  Pbesi- 
)EifT^8  instructions.  On  the  contrary,  he  saw  the 
averse,  there  was  even  no  presumptive  proof  of 
he  fact.  The  House  had  called  for  information 
bs  to  the  extent  of  the  authority  delegated  by 
iie  Presideiit  to  the  Secretary.  Either  the 
Secretary  has  produced  the  proof  of  this  au- 
iiority,  or  he  has  not  complied  with  the  order  of 
rhe  House;  it  does  appear  that  he  has  gone  be* 
^ond  it  in  making  the  drafts  complained  of.  The 
President  directed  that  the  proceeds  of  the  loan 
>e  immediately  applied  to  pay  the  French ;  yet  a 
rreat  portion  of  that  money  was  brought  over  here, 
it  was  said,  that  he  might  have  brought  the  whole 
lere  if  he  chose,  and  paid  it  to  the  French  here. 
This  argument  goes  on  the  presumption  that  the 
Pbbsident  might  do  wrong  without  incurring 
il.ime.  But  the  P&esideht  expressly  directed  it  to 
>e  paid  immediately  to  France ;  and  the  House  had 
lo  right  to  presume  that  he  did  direct  the  money  to 
)e  drawn  here,  when  proof  to  the  contrary  ap- 
)ear8.  Upon  the  whole,  he  concluded  that  the 
aw  had  been  broken  in  letter  and  substance,  and 
hat  the  Secretary  had  acted  without  proper  instruc- 
ions  from  the  President. 

Mr.  Livermore  observed,  that  the  charge  against 
he  Treasury  Department  was  at  first  well  calcu- 
ated  to  beget  serious  alarm.  When  misappUca- 
ions  of  the  public  money  are  sounded  in  the  public 
»r,  all  feel  interested,  knowing,  that  what  affects 
he  public  purse,  must  in  a  defipree  affect  the  purses 
»f  each  private  individual.  In  the  present  stage 
>f  the  subject,  he  was  happy  in  being  able  to  fe- 
icitate  himself  and  his  fellow-citizens,  that  even 
>huuld  the  whole  of  the  charges  contained  in  the 
2d  Ck>ir.— 30 


resolutions  be  proved,  it  would  not  appear  that 
they  had  lost  a  farthing  by  the  conduct  so  loudly 
complained  o£  What  is  the  charge?  That  the 
Secretary  has  paid  an  interest  that  was  justly  due ; 
whjf  then,  he  presumed,  we  should  not  have  it 
again  jto  pay.  If  the  Secretary  has  paid  what  was 
due,  what  then  is  the  complaint!  It  was  surely 
not  intended,  that  it  should  not  have  been  paid. 
This  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress  ;  for  they 
passed  an  act  providing  funds  for  its  payment 
The  Secretary  was  then  right  to  pay  it  Aut  it  is 
said,  he  paid  with  the  wrong  money.  He  saw  no 
harm  in  not  paying  it  with  the  very  dollars  appro- 
priated, and  approved  of  the  operation,  which 
saved  drawing  with  tlie  one  hand  and  remitting  with 
the  other;  in  this  there  was  no  crime  committed, 
no  loss  incurred.  It  appeara,  on  the  contrary,  that 
something  was  gained  by  it  So  far,  then,  he  was 
clear,  no  law  had  been  violated,  nor  was  any  rule 
of  propriety  departed  from.  He  then  touchea  upon 
the  Secretary's  disputed  right  to  draw.  He  con- 
tended, that  he  had  that  right  The  loans  were 
obtained  under  the  joint  authority  of  the  two  acts. 
It  was  said  that  more  than  two  millions,  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  were 
drawn  over ;  but,  he  insisted,  he  might  have  drawn 
the  other  twelve  millions,  if  it  had  been  for  the 
public  interest  so  to  do.  The  French  wished  to 
be  paid  here,  and  it  being  no  loss  but  rather  a  profit 
to  comply  with  their  wish,  where  was  the  harm  in  so 
doing  t  If  any  public  loss  had  been  incurred  owing 
to  these  drafts,  then  blame  would  lia  He  concl  uded, 
by  expressing  his  hearty  approbation  of  the  conduct 
or  the  officer  who  is  cnminated  by  the  resolutions, 
and  declared  it  as  his  firm  intention  to  give  them  his 
negative. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  argued,  that  the  interest  paid, 
was  not  paid  out  of  the  $2,000,000  loan,  and  that 
the  drafts  were  made  agreeably  to  the  directions 
of  the  President.  He  showed  this  by  the  docu- 
ments which  had  been  already  referred  to.  He 
put  in  a  clear  point  of  view  the  propriety  of  avoid- 
ing the  expense  and  risk  of  drafts  and  correspond- 
ent remittances,  and  concluded  by  giving  his  ap- 
probation to  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  in  the 
transactions  complained  of,  and  by  expressing  it, 
as  his  firm  belief  that  a  majority  of  the  Committee, 
from  the  evidence  before  them,  would  undoubtedly 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  charges  brought  forward  are 
unfounded. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  rose  to  correct  a  mistake  of  Mr. 
Mercer's.  That  gentleman  had  asserted,  that  the 
Secretary  had  drawn  on  Europe,  before  the  loan,  ob- 
tained by  the  Commissioners  under  the  old  Govern- 
ment, was  ratified.  This  was  not  the  case.  The 
loan  had  been  ratified  in  pureuance  of  the  provisions 
of  the  act  authorizing  it  The  President  in  his 
Speech,  December  8,  1790,  says,  **  that  agreeably 
to  the  powera  vested  in  him  at  the  last  session,  the 
loans  in  Holland  had  been  completed.** 

By  existing  acts  of  the  Legislature,  and  from  ex- 
press communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  it  appears,  that  all  the  moneys  borrowed 
were  deemed  borrowed  under  the  joint  authority  of 
both  acts,  and  not  to  be  solely  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  Foreign  Debt 
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Mr.  Mbrcer  explained,  that  he  had  said,  that 
the  Secretary  had  drawn  from  the  loan  obtained 
under  the  aathoritv  of  the  old  Government,  before 
said  loan  was  legalized  by  law.  If  the  Legislature 
had  the  right  to  legalize  it,  they  had  the  right  to  re- 
ject it. 

Mr.  Lee  next  rose.  He  observed,  that  as  he 
found  himself  ander  the  necessity  of  differing  from 
his  friend  who  had  moved  the  resolution,  with 
whom  he  generally  amed  in  opinion,  and  was  ac- 
customed to  act,  he  begged  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  a  few  minutes.  To  determine 
whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  acted 
legally,  it  was  necessary  to  examine  whether  the 
authority  from  the  Prestdent  and  his  subs^uent 
instructions  authorized  him  to  consolidate  the  loans 
under  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  August,  1790. 

On  this  question  Mr.  L.  observed,  that  there 
seemed  to  be  no  objection  to  such  a  construction, 
except  that  which  arose  from  the  difference  of  in- 
terest allowed  by  those  acts.  That  the  first  loan 
was  commenced  without  any  regular  authority  by 
a  company  in  Amsterdam,  that  it  received  its  au- 
thenticity from  the  acceptance  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  interest  and  douceurs  on  this 
loan  amounted  to  more  than  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent.,  which  was  the  only  premium  contemplated 
by  the  act  of  the  12th  of  August.  It  could  conse- 
quently  be  accepted  only  under  the  act  of  the  4th 
of  August,  which  gave  no  limitation  to  the  inter- 
est which  was  to  be  allowed.  This  money  seemed 
therefore  solely  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
Foreign  Debt.  From  his  report  of  the  24th  of 
February,  1791,  the  Secretary  himself  seemed  to 
have  had  this  impression.  Congress  seemed  also 
to  have  had  this  impression,  as  on  the  3d  of  March 
following  they  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  ap- 
plication of  this  loan  to  the  object  of  the  act  of  the 
12th  of  August,  1790.  After  the  3d  of  March, 
1791,  therefore,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
a  right  to  bring  this  money  to  America  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  interest  of 
the  Foreign  Debt  becoming  due,  for  which  do- 
mestic revenues  were  pledged,  he  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  pay  that  interest  out  of  this  loan,  relying 
on  the  domestic  revenues  to  replace  it  for  the  pur- 
noses  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  This  was  a  mode  of 
bringing  the  money  here,  and  he  was  not  limited 
in  his  discretion  as  to  the  mode;  and  therefore 
had  a  right  to  follow  that  which  appeared  to  him 
most  advantageous  The  paying  of  the  foreign 
interest  out  of  this  loan  was  made  after  the  3d  of 
March,  1791. 

Mr.  L.  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  all  the 
proceedings  relative  to  moneys  drawn  to  this 
country  subsequent  to  the  third  of  March,  1791 ; 
even  the  moneys  borrowed  for  the  Foreign  Debt, 
because  a  higher  interest  than  five  per  cent,  was 
stipulated  for,  on  any  of  the  subsequent  loans,  and 
becau.se  the  President,  in  his  instructions  to  the 
Secretiiry,  leaves  the  mode  of  paying  the  Foreign 
Debt  to  his  discretion.  If  he  judged  it  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States  to  bring  thij*  mo- 
ney, in  the  first  place,  to  America,  the  legality  of 
such  a  measure  cannot  be  questioned,  though  the 
economy  and  wisdom  of  it  may  not  be  admitted. 


On  this  point,  Mr.  L.  acknowledged,  that  he  had  Bot 
time  to  examine  minutely  all  the  statements  ami 
reports  of  the  Secretary  to  judge  of  those  exigen- 
cies which  induced  the  drawing  of  all  the  money 
which  had  been  drawn  to  America. 

Whether  it  had  been  consistent  or  not  with  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  L.  was  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  Secretary  had  legally  a  right  to  bring 
all  the  money  he  had  drawn  for  to  America,  except 
what  was  dmwn  prior  to  the  third  of  March,  1791. 
This  money  was  drawn  out  of  the  first  loan ;  it 
was  drawn  as  declared,  for  the  Sinking  Pond ;  the 
first  loan,  for  the  reasons  before  stated,  could  not 
be  applied,  and  consequently  till  the  act  of  the  %-i 
of  March,  1791,  this  money  could  not  be  legaBr 
drawn  for  the  Sinking  Fund.  Perhaps  this  act 
caused  the  irregularity  of  this  proceeding. 

But  is  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  sub- 
ject to  blame?  Mr.  L.  observed,  he  thought  be 
was  not  altogether  free  from  it  At  the  meeting 
of  Congress  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  1790,  ^ 
Presidekt  in  bis  Speech  informed  both  Houses, 
that  the  first  loan  had  been  accepted,  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  directions  to  lay  the 
particulars  before  them.  But  what  did  he  do  ?  On 
the  15th  of  December  following,  he  began  to  draw 
money  on  account  of  this  loan  to  America,  for  the 
Sinking  Fund;  though  from  his  Report  on  the  24th 
of  February,  1791,  he  appears  to  have  had  a  doubt 
as  to  the  legality  of  this  proceeding.  He  delayed 
giving  information,  in  conformity  to  the  Pbesh 
dent's  Speech,  till  a  few  days  before  the  dissc^u- 
tion  of  Congress.  This  conduct,  Mr.  Lw  said, 
seemed  to  argue  a  distrust  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cils. Mr.  L.  dilated  on  the  necessity  of  the  purest 
and  most  confidential  communication  between  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Legislature,  and 
said,  though  he  could  not  agree  to  the  resolalioo 
th^n  under  consideration,  there  was  one,  subse- 
quent to  it,  relating  to  this  point,  which  he  was 
sorry  to  find  himself  under  the  necessity  of  voting 
for.  < 

Mr.  BouDiNOT  considered  it  as  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  in  the  discussion  of  the  charges  brought 
forward  to  confine  themselves  strictly  to  the  points 
in  question.  The  present  examination  differed 
from  ordinary  Legislative  business.  Specitic 
charges  are  brought  forward  against  a  highly  re- 
sponsible ofiicer;  the  facts  brought  forward  to 
support  those  charges  should  be  understood  and 
considered,  to  form  a  right  judgment  on  them. 
The  Secretary  is  charged  with  having  violated  a 
law,  by  paying  the  interest  due  on  a  loan  out  of  the 
principal  of  that  loan.  He  went  into  some  state- 
ments and  calculations  to  show  that  the  moncr 
paid  on  account  of  foreign  loans,  as  stated  in  offi- 
cial documents,  could  not  have  been  paid  on  ac- 
count of  interest  of  the  late  loans,  from  the  dispro- 
portion of  the  sums. 

He  need  say  nothing  more,  he  conceived,  to 
show  that  the  first  charge  in  the  resolution  imme- 
diately before  the  Committee  is  unfounded.  If 
what  he  said  was  not  sufficient  to  disprove  it,  be 
asked  where  is  the  evidence  to  support  it? 

He  next  turned  to  the  second  charge  in  the  reso- 
lution, viz :  that  the  Secretary  had  made  the  drafta 
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*ompliined  of  without  the  President's  instruc- 
ions.  Here  he  noticed  a  mistake  some  gentlemen 
lad  fallen  into,  when  speaking  of  the  call  of  the 
louse  for  information.  This  was  a  request  to  the 
?REsiDENT,  and  not  an  order  to  the  Secretary. 
Trom  the  information  communicated  in  conse- 
quence of  this  call,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Se- 
Tetary  had  acted  without,  or  contrary  to  instruc- 
ions,  and  he  insisted,  that  he  ought  to  be  presumed 
nnocent  till  he  was  proved  guilty. 

lie  argued,  that  the  authority  given  to  the  Pre- 
IDENT  in  the  sulject  put  it  in  his  power  to  draw 
he  whole  fourteen  millions  to  this  country,  if  he 
hought  fit ;  it  could  not,  therefore,  he  contended, 
le  insisted,  that  the  am9unt  of  the  drafts  had  passed 
he  Hraits  of  the  authority  given.  It  is  not  denied, 
le  proceeded,  that  there  was  a  right  to  draw  for 
;he  two  millions  approprhited  for  the  redaction  of 
iie  Public  Debt  Well,  it  has  appeared,  on  a  cer- 
Am  occasion  to  the  House,  that  our  Minister  in 
f'nace  negotiated  a  contract  with  the  National  As- 
lembly,  or  their  officers,  for  the  payment  of  $800,000 
^f  the  debt  due  them,  here ;  then  certainly,  the  ez- 
gcncy  of  the  case  required  that  this  sum  should 
)e  drawn  here  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  for 
)t.  Don^ngo,  ia  which  this  payment  was  to  be  made, 
iere  then  was  «  positive  necessity  of  drawing  for 
^2,800,000,  and  as  a  discretionary  power  in  the 
lubject  had  beea  left  to  the  Executive,  they  might 
laye  found  it  advisable,  perhaps,  under  an  ezpec- 
ation  of  additional  payments  in  the  same  manner, 
0  have  drawn  over  as  much  more  as  they  might 
lave  thought  prudent 

He  adverted  to  the  application  of  the  Secretary 
0  the  Legislature  to  declare  whether  the  loan  ob- 
ained,  for  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  ezclusir^^  of 
iouceurs,  might  be  considered  as  borrowed  under 
luthority  of  the  $2,000,000  act  It  was  bi»  (Mr. 
iioioixoT's)  opinion  at  the  time,  that  do  explana- 
^ry  law  was  necessary;  and  that  the  Executive 
lad  power  to  construe  the  act  in  that  sense.  This 
ras  also  the  Secretary's  opinion,  and  in  conse- 
[uence  of  that  opinion  he  had  drawn  bills.  He 
hought  it  however  right  to  apply  to  the  House 
ind  have  every  doubt  removed,  and  the  Legisla- 
ure  sanctioned  his  construction  of  the  law. 

It  bad  been  said  thai  if  the  Legislature  had  a 
ight  to  confirm,  they  also  had  a  right  to  reject  the 
ODstruction  put  upan  the  law  by  the  Executive. 
I^bis,  he  conceived,  they  would  not  have  been  war- 
^ted  in  doing,  alter  a  contract  agreeably  to  that 
;oQstruction  bad  been  made;  such  a  proceeding 
aust  have  inrolved  a  breach  of  contract 

It  bad  been  repeatedly  asserted  and  strenuously 
Qsisted  Off,  that  the  LegisUture  were  totally  in  the 
lark,  as  to  the  drafts  from  Europe.  To  disprove 
his  assertion,  he  read  several  items  from  sundry 
Reports  of  the  Secretary,  where  sums  received  on 
ccount  of  loans  are  specified.  It  had  also  been 
aid,  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  any  part  of 
he  luan  was  applied  to  or  intended  for  the  pur- 
hase  of  the  Public  Debt 

This  also  appears  unfounded,  from  a  note  dated 
'5th  of  August,  1790,  laid  before  the  Trustees  for 
purchasing  the  Public  Debt,  which  expressly  men- 
ions  that  a  loan  had  been  negotiated,  part  of  which 


was  destined  for  the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt, 
and  that  .some  points  relative  thereto  were  before 
the  Prbsiobnt  for  his  approbation.  This  also 
showed  that  the  Pkrsident  had  knowledge  of  such 
intentions.  His  Speech,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary,  in  consequence  of  part  of  that  Speech, 
which  had  been  so  repeatedly  referred  to,  also 
unequivocally  prOve  this  point 

He  recapitulated  the  heads  of  his  arguments, 
and  concluded,  that  if  nothing  further  could  be 
brought  in  support  of  the  charges  now  before  the 
Committee,  they  should  have  his  decided  nega- 
tive. 

Mr..  Madison. — He  wished  not,  he  said,  to  waste 
a  moment  of  the  small  portion  of  time  left,  by  re- 
gretting its  insufficiency  for  a  full  discussion  of  the 
subject  before  the  Committee.  But  he  thought  it 
due  to  truth,  and  to  the  honorable  and  independ- 
ent motives  of  his  colleague  t^^*  Giles]  in  pro- 
posing the  resolutions,  to  remark,  that  the  late- 
ness of  the  day  to  which  they  had  been  postponed 
did  not  justify  the  strictures  which  had  been  made 
on  it  If  the  delay  i^ras  not  to  be  considered  as 
unavoidable,  some  blame,  at  least,  would  fall  else- 
where. The  inquiries  in  which  the  whole  matter 
originated,  had  been  moved  by  his  colleague,  and 
passed  the  H<'use  some  weeks  ago.  The  Reports 
in  answer  to  these  inquiries  had  not  been  finally 
made  an4  printed  a  single  day  before  the  present 
resolutions  were  submitted  to  the  House.  He  ad- 
mitt^  that  it  might  have  been  impracticable  to 
report  the  information  called  for,  as  early  as  was 
(l^sired  by  the  House.  He  was  sensible  of  the 
anxiety  that  would  be  naturally  felt  by  the  Offi- 
cer called  upon,  to  present  every  consideration 
that  might  place  his  conduct  in  the  most  favora- 
ble point  of  view ;  yet,  with  all  these  allowances, 
it  was  impossible  to  deny  that  the  Reports  con- 
tained things  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and 
therefore  consumed  time  which  belonged  to  the 
period  for  discussion.  He  would  mention  one  in- 
stance on  which  there  could  not  possibly  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  viz. :  the  vindication,  formally 
undertaken  by  the  Secretary,  of  the  policy  of  bor- 
rowing money  abroad.  Whether  this  policy  was 
right  or  wrong,  the  Legislature  had  themselves 
decided  in  favor  of  it ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary,  in  complying  with  the  orders  of  the 
House,  to  inform  the  House  how  the  law  had 
been  executed — not  why  it  had  been  made ;  to  ex- 
plain his  own  conduct,  not  to  justify  that  of  the 
Legislature. 

It  had  been  asked  why  the  call  for  information 
had  not  been  sooner  made  ?  The  answer  was  ob- 
vious and  simple.  It  was  not  sooner  perceived  by 
the  House,  that  there  was  such  a  necessity  for  it. 
The  want  of  information  was  first  suggested  by 
the  bill  for  paying  $2,000,000  to  the  Bank,  al- 
though $200,000  only  were  immediately  due,  and 
for  authorizing  another  foreign  loan  to  the  amount 
of  $2,000,000.  From  the  dawn  of  light  thrown 
by  some  circumstances  incident  to  the  occasion, 
on  the  darkness  in  which  the  House  had  remained, 
proceeded  those  doubts  and  inquiries  which  had 
led  to  the  information  now  possessed.  His  col- 
league had  great  merit  in  having  brought  about 
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this  development.  He  had  rendered  a  serrice 
highly  valuable  to  the  Legislature,  and  no  less 
important  and  acceptable  to  the  public.  One  good 
effect  of  the  information  had  been,  that  it  pre- 
vented the  passage  of  the  bill  for  borrowing 
t2,000,000,as  an  anticipated  payment  to  the  Bank. 
The  bill  had  dropped  from  the  hand  of  its  patron 
with  the  first  light  that  broke  in  upon  the  House. 
What  other  measures  would  have  been  prevented 
or  varied,  if  a  like  knowledge  of  our  funds  and 
finances  had  been  sooner  obtained,  was  matter  of 
serious  consideration. 

Another  consequence  of  the  Reports,  taken  to- 
gether, was,  that  the  face  of  them  presented  to 
his  colleague  an  evidence  of  the  charges  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions.  Whether,  at  so  late  a 
day,  it  was  best  to  leave  the  subject  as  exhibited 
by  the  various  documents  in  print,  for  the  exami- 
nation and  opinion  of  the  public,  or  to  press  it  on 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  was  a  point  which 
every  member  had  a  right  to  decide  for  himself. 
His  colleague  had  viewed  the  positions  stated  in 
his  motion  as  too  important  to  be  suspended,  and 
as  supported  by  such  clear  amd  authentic  proofs, 
that  a  small  portion  of  time  w<Hild  sufiice  tor  the 
subject  Under  this  impressiotv,  what  was  his 
right  became  his  duty ;  and  he  hi4  discharged  it 
by  offering  his  resolutions  to  the  Houae. 

As  the  House  had  refused  to  comn^t  the  two 
introductory  resolutions,  which  established  the  rule 
of  judgment  to  be  applied  to  the  case,  and  IVe  last 
also,  which  declared  the  inference  to  be  drawn,the 
task  of  the  Committee  was  limited  to  a  simple  V|. 
quiry  into  the  facts  stated.  They  were  to  make 
out  and  report  a  special  verdict  of  these,  and 
leave  it  to  the  House  to  pronounce  the  proper 
judgment  arising  fh)m  them. 

The  resolution  immediately  before  the  Committee 
imported,  '*  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
violated  the  law  passed  on  the  4th  of  August,  1790, 
making  appropriations  of  certain  moneys,"  first, 
"by  applying  a  certain  portion  of  the  principal 
borrowed  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  that  prin- 
cipal;" secondly,  **by  drawing  part  of  the  same 
moneys  into  the  United  States,  without  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  President." 

The  questions  here  are  questions  of  fact;  and 
whatever  quality  mav  be  attached  by  different  gen- 
tlemen to  the  several  facts,  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
facts  themselves  are  too  clearly  supported  by  the 
Reports  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  documents  at- 
tending them,  to  be  denied  or  controverted. 

The  law  of  August  4,  1790,  authorized  the  Pre- 
sident to  cause  to  be  borrowed  $12,000,000,  to  be 
applied  to  the  Foreign  Debt  of  the  United  States, 
A  subsequent  law  of  August  12,  1790,  authorized 
another  loan  of  $2,000,000,  to  be  applied  to  the 
Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States.  A  power  to 
make  these  loans  was  delegated  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1790,  to  the  Secretary,  by  a  general  com- 
mission, in  the  usual  form,  referring  to  the  several 
acts  above  mentioned,  but  without  any  further 
discrimination  of  the  loans  to  be  made.  As  the 
law,  however,  for  applying  loans  to  the  foreign 
object  was  prior  in  date,  the  presumption  would 
rather  be,  that jt  was  to  have  a  priority  of  execu- 


tion ;  that  the  first  money  borrowed  wm«  to  bekM^ 
to  the  first  object  provided  for.  It  was  anneco- 
sary,  however,  to  dwell  on  this  consideration,  be- 
cause the  President  had  removed  all  uncertainty 
by  the  precise  explanations  and  instructions  which 
accompanied  the  power  to  the  Secretary,  and 
which  ought,  in  truth,  to  be  deemed  a  part  of  the 
commission.  The  instruction  having  been  more 
than  once  read  to  the  Committee,  he  would  contait 
himself  with  referring  to  it 
The  part  referred  to  is  in  the  foDowing  words : 


**  I  do  hereby  make  known  to  you  that,  in  the 
cation  of  the  said  tniat,  you  are  to  obaerre  aod  foltew 
.the  orders  aod  directions  following,  vis:  Ezoept  where 
otherwise  especially  directed  by  me^  yoa  ahall  employ 
in  the  negotiation  of  any  loan  or  loans  whi^  may  be 
nkade  in  any  foreign  country,  William  Shorty  £eq.;  ym 
shall  borrow,  or  cause  to  be  borrowed  on  the  beet  t^ms 
which  shall  be  found  practicable,  aod  within  the  Umiu* 
tions  prescribed  by  law  as  to  time  of  repajnkent  aai 
rate  of  interest,  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  aofficteot 
to  discharge,  as  well  all  instalments  or  parts  of  th« 
principal  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  which  are  now  dae,  or 
shall  become  payable  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  af>  all 
interest  and  arrears  of  interest  which  now  are,  or  sh^I 
become  due,  in  respect  to  the  said  Debt,  to  the  same 
end  of  the  year  1791.  And  you  shall  apply,  tM-  caoae 
to  be  applied,  the  moneys  which  shall  be  to  borrowed, 
with  all  convenient  despatd^  to  the  payment  of  the  saki 
instalments^  and  parts  of  the  principal  and  interest,  aod 
arrears  of  interest  of  the  said  0ebt  Too  shall  not  ex- 
tend the  amount  of  the  loan  which  yoa  shall  make,  or 
cause  to  be  made,  beyond  the  sum  which  shall  be  ne- 
cessary for  completing  such  payment,  unlese  it  can  be 
done  upon  terms  more  advantageous  to  the  United 
States,  than  those  upon  which  the  residue  of  the  said 
I>^bt  shall  stand  or  he.  But  if  the  said  residue,  or  asy 
pATV  of  the  same,  can  be  paid  off  by  new  loans,  upon 
terms  of  julvantage  to  the  United  States,  yoa  shall 
cause  8u«h  further  loans  as  may  be  reqaisite  to  be  made, 
and  the  pr^ioeeds  thereof  to  be  applied  aeoordingiy.  Aod 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  aod  porposee  afcre* 
said,  1  do  her^y  further 'empower  yoa  to  make;  or 
cause  to  be  maj«,  with  whomsoever  it  may  eoooen, 
such  contract  or  eontracts,  beinff  of  a  nature  relative 
thereto^  as  shall  be  found  needf  J  and  eonducive  to  th« 
interest  of  the  United  States.** 

By  this  formal  act,  issued  along  with  the  coa^ 
mission  to  the  Secretary,  the  President  designated 
the  object  to  which  the  loans  to  be  made  were  to 
be  applied ;  and  by  declaring  the  object  to  be  that 
provided  for  by  the  act  of  August  4, 1790,  he  ex- 
pressly placed  the  loan  under  the  auUiority  and 
provision  of  that  act;  so  that  the  moment  the 
money  should  be  borrowed,  it  was  to  stand  legally 
appropriated  to  its  specified  object — as  much  as  if 
another  law  authorizing  another  loan  for  another 
purpose  had  not  existed. 

This  arrangement  of  the  Pubsiiikbit  wis  the 
more  proper,  not  only  because  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  Foreign  Debt  had  been  the  pri- 
mary object  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  payment 
of  the  French  debt,  the  anxious  wish  of  their  con> 
stituents,  but  because  payments  to  France  were 
no  longer  matter  of  option,  but  of  strict  and  posi< 
tive  obligation  on  the  United  States.  In  proof  of 
this,  he  stated  that  the  debt  to  France  calculated 
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0  the  end  of  1791,  and  computing  tbo  livre  at 
4-10  to  a  dollar,  amounted  to  $4,814,814,  whilst 
he  payments  actoally  made,  computing  the  florin 
t  2|  to  a  dollar,  amounted  to  more  than  $3,372,- 
17,  leaving  a»  a  balance,  at  the  end  of  1791, 
il,442,097.  Adding  to  this  balance  the  instal- 
lents  due  for  1792,  amounting  to  $638,888,  there 
Fere  to  be  paid  within  that  year  $2,080,985.  The 
Dtire  payments,  however,  composed  of  $656,500 
n  Europe,  and  $726,000  put  to  the  account  of  St. 
)omingo,  (although  $444,263  83  were  actually 
aid,)  amounted  to  $1,382,500,  leaving  due  at  the 
od  of  1792,  a  bahinoe  of  $698,485. 

Here  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  and  read  a  paragraph 
a  the  Beport  of  the  Secretary,  pa^  16,  where,  in 
llusion  to  the  measure  of  orawing  bills  in  the 
alter  part  of  1792,  he  says :  *'  I  feel  myself  the 
Qore  at  liberty  to  do  it,  because  it  did  not  inter- 
ere  with  a  complete  fulfilment  of  the  public  en- 
[agements  in  regard  to  the  Foreign  Debt.  It 
ould  be  done  consistently  with  a  fial  reimburse- 
aent  of  all  arrears  and  instalments  which  had  ao- 
rued  on  account  of  that  Debt" 

Mr.  M.  observed,  that,  as  he  could  not  reconcile 
his  paragraph  with  the  calculations  which  he  had 
tated4lUid  which  were  drawn  from  official  docu- 
aents,  he  must  regard  it  as  an  unquestionable  er- 
or,  produced  by  some  hastj  view  of  the  subject 

Ketuming  to  the  Commission,  Mr.  M.  repeated 
hat  all  the  money  which  that  instrument,  defined 
jid  qualified  bv  the  instruction  annexed  to.it,  au- 
horized  the  Secretary  to  borrow,  was  actually 
nd  specifically  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
he  Foreign  Debt,  and  under  circumstances  parti- 
olarly  urgent,  in  relation  to  a  part  of  it 

In  what  manner  had  this  trust  been  carried  into 

•xecution?    It  was  to  be  observed,  with  regret, 

luit,  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  commission 

ind  instruction  issuea  from  the  Peesident,  the 

^retary  commenced  his  arrangement  for  divert- 

nff  part  of  a  loan,  accepted  and  ratified  by  virtue 

>f  his  commission,  to  a  purpose  different  from  that 

pecified  and  required  by  his  instruction.    That  a 

act  of  so  extraordinary  a  complexion  might  be 

pounded  on  the  most  unexceptionable  proof,  Mr. 

^<  said  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  supporting  it 

ly  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  himself.    Here 

le  read  from  tlie  Secretary's  Letter,  dated  August 

|S>  1790,  to. the  Dutch  houses  from  whom  the 

■^Q  had  been  accepted,  the  following  passages, 
is. : 

**  I  should  also  wiah,  for  particular  reasons,  that  the 
Kttiness  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  give  it  the  form  of 
vo  loans— one  for  two  millions  under  the  first  act,  and 
he  other  for  one  million  under  the  second.  But  neither ' 
^ut  this,  am  I  so  solicitous  as  to  be  willing  that  it 
houU  constitute  an  embarrassment." 

**  I  destine  a  million  and  a  half  of  this  sum  as  a  pay- 
Dent  to  Prance,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Short,  our 
Jharg6  d*Affiurs  at  that  Court,  whose  orders  for  that 
rarpose  you  will  please  to  follow." 

The  aspect  here  presented  by  a  comparison  of 
he  several  documents,  was  singular  ana  remark- 
i^hle.  The  subordinate  Officer  appeared  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  agent 
^as  seen  overruling,  by  his  own  orders,  the  oraers 


of  his  principal.  The  language  of  the  President 
was,  **  By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by 
law,  I  destine  the  money  to  be  borrowed  to  the 
discharge  of  the  instalments  and  interest  of  the 
.Foreign  Debt."  The  language  of  the  Secretary 
was,  "  I  destine  a  part  of  the  money  only  to  that 
purpose,  and  a  part  to  be  brought  to  the  United 
States  for  other  purposes."  He  left  every  mem- 
ber to  make  his  own  reflections  on  the  subject. 
He  would  only  observe,  in  general,  that  it  demon- 
strated the  truth  asserted  m  the  proposition  that 
the  Secretary  had  violated  both  the  law  of  Au- 
gust 4, 1790,  and  the  instruction  of  the  President 
relating  to  it 

He  then  proceeded  to  a  more  distinct  view  of 
the  twopoints  particularly  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion. Tne  first  was,  *'  That  a  certain  portion  of 
the  principal  borrowed  under  the  act  of  August  4, 
1790,  had  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest falling  due  on  that  principal.**  As  the  fact 
would  not,  he  presumed,  be  denied,  he  forebore  to 
quote  that  part  of  the  documents  which  admitted 
and  authenticated  it  He  would,  however,  pre- 
mise to  any  observations  on  it,  a  cursory  view  of 
the  nature  of  appropriations. 

It  was  unnecessaiy  to  repeat  the  emphatic  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  which  had  fallen  from  the 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Findlbt.]  It 
was  sufficiently  understood.  He  concluded  that 
appropriations  of  money  were  of  a  high  and  sacred 
character ;  that  they  were  the  great  bulwark 
which  our  Constitution  had  carefully  and  jea- 
lously established  against  Executive  usurpations. 
He  meant  only  to  take  notice  of  the  different  plans 
into  which  appropriations  miffht  be  moulded,  and 
of  the  particular  operation  which  ought  to  be  given 
to  them. 

One  of  the  plans  was  that  of  appropriating  spe- 
cified funds  to  specified  objects,  m  which  the  sup- 
posed certainty  of  the  funds  was  adjusted  to  the 
supposed  importance  of  the  objects. 

The  other  plan  formed  all  the  branches  of  reve- 
nue into  an  aggregate  fund,  on  which  the  several' 
objects  should  have  a  priority  of  claim  according 
to  their  superiority  of  importance.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  in  both  these  cases,  the  Legislature  alone 
possessed  the  competent  authority.  The  exclu- 
sive right  of  that  Department  of  the  Government 
to  make  the  proper  regulations,  was  the  basis  of 
the  utility  and  efficacy  of  appropriations. 

There  was  a  third  question  incident  to  the  doc- 
trine of  appropriations,  viz. :  Whether,  ujider  spe- 
cific appropriations,  such  as  had  been  adopted  oy 
Congress,  the  Executive  authority  could,,  without 
special  permission  of  the  law,  apply  the  excess  of 
one  fund  to  the  aid  of  a  deficient  one,  or  borrow 
from  one  fund  for  the  object  of  another.  On  this 
question,  there  might  perhaps  be  a  difference  of 
opinion.  He  would  only  remark,  that,  admitting 
such  a  discretion  to  be  implied  in  the  trust  of  exe- 
cuting the  laws,  it  would  still  be  requisite  that  the 
due  sanction  of  the  Executive  should  be  given, 
that  a  regular  account  should  be  kept  between  the 
different  funds,  and  that  all  advances  from  one  to 
the  other  should  be  replaced  as  soon  as  possible 
This  was  equally  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 


989 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


940 


H-  OF  R.] 


Official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretuury, 


[Mabcb,  179S. 


order  in  the  public  finances,  and  to  a  proper  re- 
spect for  the  authority  of  the  laws. 

In  the  present  case,  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
moneys  taken  at  different  times  from  the  Loans 
designated  by  the  President,  and  thereby  placed 
under  the  appropriation  of  the  act  of  August  4, 
1790,  to  the  Foreign  Debt,  had  ever  been  replaced. 
It  did  not  appear  that  any  such  replacement  was 
regularly  planned  or  provided  for.  It  was  parti- 
cularly worthy  of  observation,  moreover,  that  the 
only  use  within  the  United  States  for  which  any 
loan  in  Europe  could  be  assigned,  was  that  of  the 
Sinking  Fuud;  that  the  Trustees  of  this  Fund 
had  never  been  even  informed  of  the  drafts  ;  that 
if  the  moneys  drawn  had  been  carried  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  the  limited  sum  of  $2,000,000  would 
have  been  exceeded ;  and  that  the  statements  and 
accounts  had,,  in  fact,  been  so  wound  up,  as  men- 
tioned by  the  Secretary,  that  not  a  single  dollar  of 
the  money  laid  out  in  purchasing  the  Public  Debt 
had  been  charged  on  loans  drawn  into  the  United 
States,  although  such  was  the  only  purpose  to 
which  they  were  legally  applicable,  and  such  the 
principal  reason  assigned  for  making  the  drafts. 

He  did  not  go  into  a  particular  proof  that  the 
sum  drawa  into  the  United  States,  after  subtract- 
ing the  whole  sum  placed  to  a  foreign  account, 
exceeded  the  sum  of  $2,000,000,  because  the  fact 
had  been  conceded  on  the  other  side,  particularly 
by  the  statement  of  the  member  from  Connecticut, 

[Mr.  HiLLHOUSE.] 

Thus  it  appeared  clearly,  in  confirmation  of  the 
first  point,  that  the  application  of  a  certain  portion 
of  the  principal  borrowed  in  Europe,  to  pa;^ment 
of  the  interest,  was  not  a  mere  transposition  of 
moneys,  to  prevent  the  sending  them  backwards 
or  forwards,  nor  an  advance  of  money  from  an 
overfiowing  fund  in  favor  of  a  deficient  one ;  but 
an  absolute  diversion  of  appropriated  money,  and 
consequently  a  violation  of  the  law  making  the 
appropriation. 

The  second  point  in  the  resolution  related  to  the 
drawing  of  moneys  into  the  United  States  with- 
out the  instruction  of  the  President.  This  point 
had  been  fully  established  by  the  documents  and 
explanations  applied  to  the  first  They  had  done 
more :  they  had  demonstrated  that  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  President,  which  dedicated  the  loans 
to  be  made  under  his  commission,  to  a  foreign  ob- 
ject, were  an  express  prohibition  of  drafts  for  any 
domestic  object.  It  was  sufficient,  therefore,  to 
refer  to  the  instructions  of  the  President,  and  to 
the  contradictory  steps  taken  by  the  Secretary. 
Two  attempts  had  been  made  to  elude  the  force 
of  these  ofiicial  proofs.  The  first  appealed  to  the 
President's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session 
in  1790;  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  made  in 
consequence  of  it,  to  the  House ;  and  to  the  sup- 
plementary act  of  Congress  passed  in  conformity 
to  the  Report. 

Had  the  circumstances  involved  in  this  transac- 
tion been  attended  to  by  those  who  seemed  to  rely 
pn  it,  Mr.  M.  was  persuaded  that  a  reference  to  it 
would  never  have  been  made  by  gentlemen  on 
that  side.  As  they  had  tliought  fit,  however,  to 
draw  arguments  from  that  source,  it  was  proper  to 


give  an  answer  to  them;  and  the  best  answer 
would  be  a  naked  statement  of  facts. 

The  instruction  of  the  President  to  the  Se- 
cretary was  given,  as  has  been  seen,  on  the  28th 
of  August,  1790.  The  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
contravening  this  instruction,  was  dated,  as  has  also 
been  seen,  on  the  same  28th  day  of  August,  1790. 
The  actual  drawing  of  bills  by  the  Secretarr  com- 
menced the  15th  of  December,  1790.  Tbe  law 
now  pleaded  in  justification  of  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Secretary,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

There  are  other  facts  material  to  a  correct  and 
full  view  of  the  subject  The  Speech  of  tbe 
President  was  delivered  on  the  8lh  of  Decem- 
ber, 1790.  It  briefly  informed  the  two  Hoitses 
that  "  a  loan  of  3,000,000  of  florins,  towards  which 
some  provisional  measures  had  preyioosly  taken 
place,  nad  been  completed  in  HoUand,"  and  **  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  discretion  to 
communicate  such  further  particulars  as  might  be 
requisite  for  more  precise  information."  The 
consequent  Report  of  the  Secretary,  recommend- 
ing the  provision  in  the  supplementary  act,  was 
not  received  till  the  25th  of  February,  1791 — six 
days  only  before  the  constitutional  dissolution  of 
the  House.  In  the  interval  between  the^peech 
of  the  President  and  the  Secretary's  Repbrt,  h« 
had  proceeded  to  draw  bills  to  the  amount  of 
793,392  florins.  His  Report,  notwithstanding 
what  had  been  said  of  it,  contained  not  a  word 
from  which  it  could  be  known  that  a  single  florin 
had  been  actually  drawn  over  to  the  United 
States. 

The  other  attempt  to  elude  the  evidence  b^ore 
the  Committee,  recoiled  with  equal  force  on  the 
gentlemen  who  had  hazarded  it.  In  the  report 
lately  made  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fuod, 
is  a  statement  laid  before  them  by  the  Secretary, 
in  which  it  is  noted  ''  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
loan  of  3,000,000  of  florins,  and  the  application  ot 
one-third  of  it  to  the  purpose  of  that  Fund,  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Presidext.*  From 
this  fact,  it  had  been  inferred,  not  only  that  the 
Secretary  had  withheld  no  proper  informatioa 
A*om  the  Trustees,  but  that  the  result  of  the  Pre- 
sident's deliberations  on  the  subject  had  varied 
the  purpose  signified  by  his  Qrst  instructions  to 
the  oecretary. 

It  happened,  however,  most  unfortunately  for 
the  gentlemen  who  exulted  in  this  argument,  that 
they  had  entirely  overlooked  the  dates  of  the  two 
papers.  The  paper  laid  before  the  Trustees,  and 
alleged  to  have  explained  the  final  purpose  of  the 
President,  was  dated  on  the  25th  of  August, 
|1790,  The  paper  relied  on  by  the  other  side,  as 
the  final,  as  well  as  the  most  formal,  designation 
of  the  will  of  the  President,  was  dated  the  2Sth 
of  August,  1790.  The  gentlemen,  therefore^  in- 
stead of  the  inference  they  had  made,  should  have 
reversed  their  premises,  and  joined  with  their  op- 
ponents in  concluding  that  the  President  was  led 
by  a  consideration  of  the  subject,  not  to  do  what 
the  Secretary,  in  his  note  to  the  Trustees,  seemed 
to  anticipate,  but  what  had  been  evinced  by  the 
President's  own  act  of  posterior  date. 

The  second  point,  then,  as  well  as  the  first,  rests 
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Ml  the  mosi  solid  proo&,  taken  from  a  collective 
riew  of  authentic  documents. 

Mach  haa  been  said  on  the  necessity  of  some- 
times departing  from  the  strictness  of  legal  appro- 
priationa,  as  a  plea  for  anj  freedoms  that  may 
bave  been  taken  with  them  by  the  Secretary.  He 
irould  not  deny  that  there  might  be  emergencies, 
in  the  course  of  human  affairs,  of  so  extraordinary 
and  pressing  a  nature,  as  to  absolve  the  Sxecutive 
from  an  inflexible  conformity  to  the  injunctions  of 
the  law.  It  was,  nevertheless,  as  essential  to  re- 
member,  as  it  was  obvious  to  remark*  that  in  all 
such  cases*  the  necessity  should  be  palpable;  that 
the  Executive  saaction  should  flow  from  the  su- 
preme source ;  and  that  the  first  opportunity  should 
be  seised  for  oommuoioating  to  the  Legishture  the 
measures  pursued,  with  the  reasons  explaining  the 
necessity  of  them.  This  early  communication  was 
equally  enforced  by  prudeace  and  by  duty.  It 
was  the  best  evidence  of  the  motives  for  assuming 
the  extraordinary  power ;  it  was  a  respect  mani- 
festly due  to  the  Legislative  authority ;  and  it  was 
more  particularly  in<Uspensable,  as  that  alone  would 
enable  the  Legislature,  by  a  provident  amendment 
of  the  law*  to  accommodate  it  to  like  emergencies 
in  future. 

In  the  proceedings  fidling  under  the  present  in- 
quiry, no  necessity  appeared  for  the  liberties  which 
bad  been  taken*  the  money  appropriated  in  Eu- 
rope being  more  wanted  there  than  at  homei  It 
appeared  that  the  instructions  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive, instead  of  warranting  those  liberties,  had 
precluded  them ;  nor  had  the  proper  explanations 
been  disclosed  in  due  time  to  the  Legislature. 
To  place  the  subject  in  a  more  distinct  point  of 
view,  it  was  proper  to  advert  to  the  precise  author- 
ities and  duties  of  the  Secretary,  as  his  office  is 
defined  by  the  act  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment For  this  purpose,  Mr.  If.  read  the  sec- 
ond section  of  that  act,  which  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

"  That  it  ehall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment and  management  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  credit ;  to  prepare  and  report  estimates 
of  the  public  revenue  and  the  public  expenditures :  to 
superintend  the  collection  of  the  revenue;  to  decide  on 
the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  accounts  and  making 
returns,  and  to  grant,  under  the  limitations  herein  es- 
tablished, or  to  be  hereafter  provided,  all  warrants  for 
moneys  to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of 
appropriations  by  law  ;  to  execute  such  services  rela- 
tive to  the  sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States  as  may  be  by  law  required  of  him ;  to  make 
report  and  give  information  to  either  branch  of  the 
I^islature,  in  person  or  in  writing,  (as  be  may  be  re- 
Quired,)  respecting  all  matters  referred  to  him  by  the 
Seuate  or  House  of  Representatives,  or  which  shall 
appertain  to  his  office ;  and  generally  to  perform  all 
Kuch  Bervices  reUtive  to  the  finances  as  he  shall  be  di- 
rected to  perform." 

This  establishment  of  the  office  evidently  had  no 
reference  beyond  the  case  of  superintending  the 
regular  and  ordinary  collection  of  the  revenue,  and 
granting  warrants  for  moneys  issued  from  the  Trea- 
f^Ji  in  pusuance  of  appropriations  by  law.    The 


case  of  loans,  as  an  occasional  and  extraordinary 
resource,  was  left  to  be  provided  for  by  particu- 
cnlar  laws  for  the  purpose.  The  authority,  with 
respect  to  the  loans  in  question,  was  accordingly 
committed  to  the  Prbsidbrt,  in  order  to  secure  for 
so  special  a  trust,  the  highest  responsibility  to  be 
found  in  the  (Government  And  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  whole  sum  contemplated  was  no 
less  than  fourteen  millions  of  dollal^  and  when 
the  latitude  as  to  the  terms  and  contracts  was 
combined  with  the  vastness  of  the  sum,  it  might 
well  be  questioned  whether  so  great  a  power 
would  have  been  delegated  to  any  man  in  whom 
the  Legislature  and  the  people  of  America  had 
less  confidence  than  they  so  justly  reposed  in  the 
existing  Chief  Magistrate,  and  whether  an  equal 
power  will  ever  be  committed  to  a  successor. 
This  distinction  between  the  case  of  ordinary 
revenue  and  that  of  loans  is  not  only  consonant  to 
the  actual  policy  of  our  laws,  but  is  founded  in 
obvious  and  solid  considerations.  In  the  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  ordinary  revenues 
arising  from  taxation,  the  business  fiows  in  official 
channels,  is  subject  in  every  stage  to  official 
checks,  and  the  money,  being  in  constant  influx 
and  efflux,  nowhere  accumulates  in  immense 
sums.  The  case  of  loans  is,  in  all  these  respects, 
difierent  In  settling  the  terms  and  arranging  the 
negotiations,  there  is  always  an  important  discre- 
tion involved.  When  the  loans  are  foreign,  as 
well  as  great,  regulations  concerning  the  bills  of 
exchange  form  another  occasion  where  great  lati- 
tude is  implied  in  the  trusty  whilst  the  magni- 
tude of  the  sums,  falling  under  the  same  direction 
at  the  same  moment,  present  a  further  and  mate- 
rial variance  between  the  two  cases.  The  tend- 
ency of  these  observations  is  to  show  that,  as  the 
permanent  law  establishing  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment does  not  extend  the  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  case  of  loans,  and  as  the  law  author- 
izing loans  exacts,  for  special  reasons,  a  responsi- 
bility from  the  Psbsidbnt  himself,  the  authority 
of  the  Secretary,  in  executing  the  loans,  and  the 
appropriation  of  them,  must  be  derived  from  the 
Prbsidbnt;  and,  consequently,  where  that  au- 
thority (ails,  there  can  be  no  resort  to  the  law  es- 
tablishing the  Department  much  less  to  any 
general  discretion  incident  to  his  official  charac- 
ter. It  is  evident  that  the  Phbsidsnt,  although 
no  doubt  guided  by  the  most  proper  considerations 
in  employing  the  agency  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  business  of  the  loans,  might,  if  he 
had  juaged  fit,  have  substituted  the  agency  of 
another;  and  that,  whatever  agency  he  might 
prefer,  his  own  instructions  would  always  regu- 
late the  extent  and  exercise  of  the  power  confer- 
red. The  want  of  any  apparent  authority  from 
the  Phbsident  bad  led  several  gentlemen  to  insist 
on  presumed  authorities,  superceding  the  instruc- 
tions joined  with  the  commission  to  the  Secretary. 
But  here,  again,  the  fair  inference  was  to  be  re- 
versed. A  communication  of  the  authorities  given 
by  the  Prbsidbnt  to  the  Secretary,  as  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  foreign  loans,  had  been  expressly 
requested  by  the  vote  of  the  House.  It  was  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  Secretary,  if  he  had  re- 
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ceiyed  further  authorities  or  instructions,  would 
haye  failed  to  produce  them,  or  to  refer  to  them,  in 
the  justification  of  his  conduct  Far  less  could  it 
be  presumed  that  the  President,  if  he  had  given 
any  superceding  authorities  or  instructions,  would 
not  have  caused  them  to  be  communicated  to  the 
House,  or  that  he  would  hare  sttfTered  a  partial 
communication  to  mislead  the  House  into  an  error 
as  to  so  impoHant  a  fact  The  President  was  the 
last  man  in  the  world  to  whom  an  j  measure  what- 
ever of  a  deceptire  tendency  could  be  credibly  at- 
tributed. 

Thus  far  (said  Mr.  M.)  his  observations  had 
departed  a.<)  little  as  possible  from  the  question  in 
its  strictest  sense.  He  should  now  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  a£fbrded  by  the  terms  of  the 
last  clause,  which  spoke  of  drafts  generally,  to 
take  a  more  particular  notice  of  those  recently 
made ;  in  doing  which,  he  considered  himself  safe 
within  the  Rules  of  the  House,  which  were  so 
rigorously  enforced  against  the  affirmative  side  of 
the  question.  The  whole  amount  of  foreign  loans 
transferred  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  United 
States  appeared  from  the  several  statements  to  be 
about  $8,000,000.  The  amount  of  the  direct 
drafts  was  $2,804,769  18.  Of  the  drafts  made 
since  the  16th  of  April,  1792,  and  sold  by  the 
Bank,  the  proceeds  now  in  the  Bank,  or  payable 
into  it,  before  the  1st  of  April  next,  amount  to 
$1,220,476  01.  Of  this  sum  $510,000  have  been 
drawn  in  the  course  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. With  respect  to  the  times  and  the  amount 
of  these  drafts,  hitherto  absolutely  unknown  to  the 
Legislature,  because  the  account  of  them  had  re- 
mained in  the  books  of  the  Bank  without  ever 
appearing  in  the  books  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  M. 
confessed  that  he  had  found  no  explanations  that 
were  satisfactory  to  him.  He  had  looked  through 
all  the  reports  and  all  the  communications  before 
the  House,  without  discovering  either  that  they 
had  been  made  by  the  authoritv  or  with  the  know- 
ledge of  the  President,  or  had  been  required 
for,  or  applied  to  the  purchase  of,  the  Public 
Debt,  or  had  been  ever  communicated  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  who  had  the  di- 
rection of  such  purchases,  or  that  they  were  the 
effect  of  any  necessity  that  could  justify  them. 
And  if  there  was  no  evident  necessity  for  the  pro- 
ceeding, it  was  the  more  to  be  lamented,  that, 
whilst  we  were  everywhere  sympathizing  with 
our  allies  in  their  arduous  struggles  for  liberty, 
and  echoing  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  our 
congratulations  and  good  wishes,  the  pecuniary 
succors  so  critically  necessary  to  their  cause,  and 
the  most  substantial  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our 
professions  should  be  silently  withdrawn  across 
the  Atlantic  fh>m  the  object  for  which  they  were 
intended — succors,  too,  which  were  not  merely  a 
tribute  of  gratitude,  of  generosity,  or  of  benevolent 
seal  for  the  triumph  of  liberty,  but  a  debt  more- 
over of  strict  and  positive  obligation,  for  value 
acknowledged  and  received.  In  contemplating 
the  subject  in  this  point  of  view,  he  felt  a  pain 
which  he  could  not  easily  express,  and  to  which, 
be  persuaded  himself,  the  breast  of  no  other  mem- 
ber could  be  a  stranger.    Laying  aside,  however, 


all  these  unfavorable  considerations,  the  important 
question  still  remained,  why  the  Legislaliire  bid 
been  uninformed  of  the  moneys  bo  anezpeelcdly  | 
drawn  into  the  Bank,  and  to  so  very  great  an 
amount?  If  the  drafts  had  received  every  requi- 
site sanction,  if  they  had  been  produced  by  the  moit 
justifiable  causes,  the  existence  of  $1,230,476,  in  a 
situation  so  diflferent  from  what  had  been  contcn- 
plated,  was  a  ftct  which  the  Representatires  of  the 
people  had  a  right  to  know,  which  it  was  import- 
ant to  them  and  their  constituents  that  theyshoold 
know,  and  which  it  was  the  indispensable  duty  of 
the  officer  charged  with  it  to  have  made  knowa. 
This  omission  was  the  more  remarkable  when 
considered  in  relation  to  the  measure  above-mcs- 
tioiied,  of  paying  off  at  once  the  whole  sura  of 
$2,000,000,  payable  to  the  Bank  by  instaliBenU  ia 
ten  years.  A  bill  for  this  purpose  had  been  in- 
troduced, and  was  on  its  passage ;  the  <>^9<eci  of  it 
had  been  patronized  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
not  long  since  made.  In  one  of  his  last  reports  he 
expressly  states,  among  the  inducements  to  soeh 
extensive  drafts  of  money  from  Europe,  that  they 
were  made  **with  an  eye  to  placing  within  the 
reach  of  the  Legislature^  the  means  neoeanry  for 
this  object  Was  it  not  extraordinaiy,  was  it  not 
unaccountable,  that  so  important  a  measore  shenld 
be  recommended,  and  be  actually  introduced,  and 
that  money  otherwise  appropriated  in  Europe 
should  be  transferred  to  this  country  and  deposited 
in  the  Bank,  in  order  that  it  might  be  within  the 
reach  of  being  applied  by  the  Legislatore  to  that 
measure,  and  yet  that  no  disclosure  should  be 
made  to  the  Legislature  of  the  fact  that  the  money 
was  so  drawn  and  lay  at  the  Bank,  within  their 
reach,  to  be  so  applied?  If  anything  could 
heighten  astonishment  on  this  occasion  it  most  be 
the  reason  assigned  by  the  Secretary  for  any  ob- 
scurity that  mi^t  have  hung  over  our  finances— 
^*  that,  till  the  last  resolutions,  no  call  had  been 
made  on  the  Department  which  rendered  it  pro- 
per to  exhibit  a  general  view  of  the  public  moneys 
and  funds,  or  to  show  the  amount  and  situstton  of 
such  as  were  unapplied.^  Mr.  M.  would  not  de- 
cide that  the  Legislature  was  free  from  blame  in 
not  using  more  full  and  efficacious  means  of  ob- 
taining such  information  as  would  have  remored 
all  obscurity.  But,  whatever  degree  of  blame 
might  fall  on  them,  it  never  could  be  admitted 
that  their  calls  on  the  Department  had  furnished 
no  proper  occasion  for  exhibiting  a  full  view  of  the 
public  finances.  He  referred  generally  to  the  va- 
rious resolutions,  which,  without  the  least  force  of 
construction,  would  have  extended  to  every  pro- 
per article  of  information.  He  reminded  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  latitude  of  reports  under  certain 
other  orders  of  the  House,  and  adced  whether  less 
freedom  of  construction  was  to  be  allowed  when 
information  was  to  be  given,  than  when  power  or 
discretion  was  to  be  exercised?  But,  independ- 
ently of  this  view  of  the  matter,  Mr.  M.  held  it  to 
be  clear  and  palpable  that  the  very  situation  of  the 
money  afforded  an  occasion  which  rendered  it 

f  roper  that  the  House  should  be  informed  of  it 
f  a  liberty  could  be  taken  of  removing  money 
from  Europe,  where  it  stood  appropriated  by  law. 
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0  this  coantrj,  where  there  was  no  legal  object 
bat  required  it,  and  with  an  eye,  as  was  stated,  to 
n  object  to  which  no  money  was  applicable,  with- 
•ut  the  authority  of  the  Legislature,  how  could  it 
(ossibly  be  supposed  improper  to  take  the  fbrther 
iberty  of  communicating  what  was  done  to  the 
^gislaturef  He  concluded  with  recurring  to 
he  particular  form  in  which  the  subject  presented 
tself  to  the  Committee,  and  repeating  that,  what- 
ver  quality  might  be  attached  ifi  the  nets  charged, 
>r  however  improper  it  might  be  thought  by  some 
0  proceed  in  naste  to  any  affirmative  decision  on 
hem,  it  appeared  irreconcilable  with  the  evidence 
rhich  had  been  produced,  to  decide,  by  a  negative 
ote,  against  the  truth  of  the  facts. 
Mr.  Amxs  prefaced  his  remarks  on  the  subject 
>efore  the  Committee  by  some  observations  on 
he  nature  of  the  charges  brought  forward.  He 
ras  happy  that  they  were  determinate,  and  con- 
seived  that  the  defence  could  be  crowded  in  a 
)utshell.  As  to  the  first  charge  in  the  resolution 
mmediately  before  the  Committee,  he  had  seen 
10  proof  in  support  of  it  brought  forward.  It  is 
bonded  only  on  assertion,  and  he  conceived  that 
»ntra-aflsertion  was  sufficient  to  meet  it  No 
iuthority,  it  was  said,  was  given  to  the  Secretary 
io  obtain  the  Loan  under  the  blended  authori^ 
>f  both  acta.  This  is  not  one  of  the  charges 
ncluded  in  the  resolutions  before  the  Committee, 
md  therefore  this  is  not  the' time  to  answer  it 
However,  if  this  were  fiict,  nothing  criminal  could 
in  consequence  be  imputed;  and,  since  the  pur- 
poses of  both  laws  were  carKed  into  execution, 
there  could  be  no  ground  for  saying  that  either 
w%s  violated.  He  said  much  on  the  impractica- 
bility of  the  line  of  conduct  which  some  gentle- 
men appeared  to  think  ought  to  have  been  follow- 
ed by  the  Secretary.  It  was  impossible  to  keep 
lifferent  funds,  difierently  appropriated,  so  invio- 
lably separate  as  that  one  might  not  be  used  for 
the  object  of  the  other;  all  was  right,  he  con- 
seived,  provided  what  was  taken  was  to  be  re- 
placed. He  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  over- 
sowing of  one  fund  could  be  applied  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  of  another;  and  that  all  that  is  ne- 
cessary is  to  give  priority  to  the  appropriation. 
The  money  paid  in  Europe  for  interest  on  the 
Loan  was  said  to  have  been  improperly  applied, 
because  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  purpose  was 
bere.  He  insisted  that  that  money  was  absolutely 
represented  here  by  an  e(jual  sum:  and  he  con- 
tended that,  though  the  interest  was  not  paid 
in  the  identical  com  appropriated,  yet,  by  allow- 
ing a  very  reasonable  latitude  of  expression,  it 
could  be  said  that  the  interest  was  paid  with  the 
money  appropriated,  for  the  applicabUity  of  the 
sums  there  depended  on  the  existence  of  the  fund 
here.  He  next  turned  to  the  second  charge  in 
tlie  resolution ;  and,  after  showing  that  the  natural 
presumption  was,  that  the  Secretary  either  was 
instructed  or  had  a  discretionary  power,  he  then 
Tindicated  his  conduct  in  respect  to  the  drafts  of 
money  to  this  country.  He  did  honor  to  the  mo- 
tives of  the  gentlemen  who  had  instituted  the 
inquiry,  and  concluded  an  elegant  speech,  by 
&  contrasted  picture  of  our  former  and  present 


situation  as  a  country,  dwelling  upon  the  import- 
ance of  preserving  biarmony,  and  msisting  on  the 
danger  of  giving  rise  to  suspicions  against  a  highly 
responsible  officer,  and  of  bringing  forward  charges 
not  to  be  supported  by  proof. 

Mr.  FiXDLET. — If  my  hopes  respecting  the  Go- 
vernment have  not  been  equally  elevated  with 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Ames,]  neither  are  my  apprehensions  so  much 
depressed  with  fears.  But  I  hope  I  am  equally 
anxious  for  the  stabilitv  and  prosperity  of  the 
Government ;  and  though  we  differ  m  opinion  on 
this  Question,  yet  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  the 
part  1  take  is  the  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
necessary  confidence  in  Government,  and  secure 
the  virtue  of  its  Administration.  As  the  gentle- 
man, in  an  elegant  discourse,  has  explained  no 
difficulties,  nor  adduced  any  proofs  in  support  of 
his  opinions,  I  will  onlv  add,  that  I  believe  the 
Government  to  be  so  well  established,  and  so  much 
beloved  by  the  citizens,  as  not  to  be  endangered 
by  the  House  of  Representatives'  examining  how 
the  laws  have  been  obeyed  in  the  application  of 
public  money,  and  giving  their  opinions  upon  the 
result  of  that  examination. 

That  the  Secretary  has  not  reported  fully  to 
this  House,  in  due  time,  is  so  much  within  the 
knowledge  of  every  member,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  fact,  however  wo  may 
differ  about  the  propriety  of  the  conduct  To  go 
no  further  back  than  last  session — besides  the  re- 
ferences to  the  Secretary  to  report  upon  the  Ways 
and  Means,  and  inform  the  House  what  revenuesr 
were  necessary,  on  the  80th  of  February,  1701,  a 
standing  order  was  resolved,  directing  that  he 
should  report  to  the  House,  within  a  few  day^ 
after  the  meeting  of  the  next  session,  "an  accurate 
statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expend^ 
itures  of  all  the  public  moneys,  In  which  shall  bd 
distinguished  the  expenditures  which  fkll  under 
each  head  of  appropriation,  and  that  it  shall  hi 
shown  the  sums,  if  any,  which  remain  unexpend- 
ed," &c.  Were  not  the  moneys  drawn  upon  loan, 
public  maneySt  and  were  not  those  loans  appropri- 
ated f  Undoubtedly,  they  were  strictly  so.  It  is 
a  strange  evasion  to  say,  that  by  these  expressions, 
only  the  current  revenue  is  intended.  Arguments 
must  be  scarce  when  this  becomes  necessary.  It 
requires  no  refutation. 

On  the  19th  of  January  last,  he  was  called  upon 
to  "lay  before  the  House  such  information  with 
respect  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  ad 
will  enable  the  Legislature  to  judge  whether  any 
or  what  additiofuu  revenues  will  be  necessary.** 
In  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Prbsiduit,  and  the  wishes  of  this  House,  to  com- 
mence the  discharge  of  the  redeemable  part  of  the 
Funded  Debt,  a  reference  was  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary, reauiring  him  to  report  a  mode  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  public  money  for  that  purpose ;  'the 
House  being  assured,  by  the  gentleman  who  moved 
the  resolution,  that  no  new  tax  was  intended  or 
necessary.  But  the  Secretary,  so  fkr  from  inform- 
ing the  House  how  much  money  he  had  subject 
to  his  discretion,  in  the  Bank,  in  notes,  &c.,  pro- 
posed a  new  and  partial  tax,  as  the  foundation  of 
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a  new  system  of  loans.  When  the  memorable  bill 
to  authorize  another  loan  of  $2,000,000,  was  be- 
fore the  House,  a  few  weeks  ago,  we  were  told  bj 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  there  was  not  time 
for  argument ;  that  the  bill  must  be  passed  in  three 
or  four  days,  &c ;  and  when  we  wanted  informa- 
tion, we  were  told  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  that  it  was  not  convenient  to  give  information 
there — that  we  might  procure  Information  else- 
where, as  they  had  done.  I  confess  I  did  not  com- 
prehend this  method  of  legislating ;  but  the  Secre- 
tary has  since  explained  it,  in  one  of  his  Reports^ 
by  complaining  of  the  House,  because  the  mem- 
bers did  not  go  to  his  ofBce  and  ask  information, 
instead  of  requiring  it  to  be  publicly. reported. 

Even  when  this  favorite  bill  for  a  new  loan  was 
before  the  House,  the  Secretary  did  not  condescend 
io  inform  us  that  he  had,  without  authority,  pro- 
vided near  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  for  that 
purpose ;  he  did  not  inform  us  how  obligingly  he 
bad  drawn  bills  upon  our  bankers  in  Hollano,  to 
have  the  money  put  in  our  way.  Thus,  in  order 
io  anticipate  the  payments  due  to  the  Bank,  he  did 
what  he  could  to  induce  Congress  to  break  the 
public  fkith,  by  repealing  the  existing  appropria- 
tion made  for  securing  the  discharge  of  a  deot  of 
justice  and  gratitude  to  the  French  nation.  From 
this  and  other  instances,  it  appears,  that  however 
high  the  Secretary's  regard  for  public  credit  may 
l)e,  there  are  other  considerations  which  have  ob- 
tained a  higher  degree  of  his  attention  than  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
SMr.  ^adisonI  has  so  clearly  explained  the  na- 
ure  of  that  discretion  with  which  the  Secretary 
is  vested,  and  so  fully  proved  that  there  was  no 
necessity  to  justifv  a  departure  from  the  appropri- 
ations made  by  law,  that  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  explain  further  on  this  head.  However,  I 
cannot  help  remarking,  that  the  discretionary 
powers  were  pretty  freely  exercised.  The  draw- 
ing of  bills  began  early  indeed^  and  were  continued 
to  a  recent  period.  The  times  of  drawing  fortu- 
nately corresponded  with  the  necessities  of  the 
Banlc,  and  the  power  of  employing  agents  was 
pretty  freely  used.  The  same  agente  were  frequent- 
ly both  the  sellers  and  the  purchasers  of  the  bills, 
rerhaps  this  was  necessary :  no  doubt  it  was  con- 
venient Probably  it  was  safe ;  but  who  can  say 
it  will  be  always  so. 

I  have  not  said  so  much  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
facts  expressed  in  the  resolution,  for  of  this  there 
can  be  no  doubt^lt  is  as  clear  as  the  sun,  shining 
in  day-light, — but,  in  order  to  prove  the  propriety 
of  this  Committee  expressing  its  disapprobation 
of  a  conduct  so  unjustifiable.  That  information 
was  withheld  unduly,  is  evident,  from  the  lateness 
of  this  discussion ;  that  it  was  obtained  with  diffi- 
culty, is  evident,  from  the  numerous  applications 
we  were  obliged  to  make  in  order  to  obtam  it. 

Mf.  BouDmoT  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  change  in  the  usual  situation  of  the 
House.  They  were  no  longer  acting  in  a  Legis- 
lative capacity,  but  were  now  exercising  the  im- 
portant office  of  the  grand  inquest  of  the  Nation. 
It  was  necessary  to  advert  to  this  circumstance,  to 
prevent  running  into  tbe  diffuse  mode  of  argu- 


ment that  had  improperly  been  adopted  on  this 
occasion.  A  gentleman  of  this  Committee  hsd 
thought  proper  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  an  officer  of  the  Government  in  a  very 
important  and  highly  responsible  station.  He  had 
exhibited  his  charges  against  him  in  writing — ^had 
reduced  them  to  certain  and  specific  facts.  To 
these,  and  to  these  alone,  he  had  pointed  his  eri- 
donce,  and  we  were  bound  in  honor  and  in  con- 
science to  give  a  just  and  decisive  opinion  on 
each  independent  charge.  In  the  first  place,  the 
truth  of  the  facts  must  be  settled  and  established ; 
if  in  their  favor,  the  criminality  would  then  ne- 
cessarily require  a  second  consideration.  The 
honor  and  reputation  of  the  officer .  thus  charged, 
as  well  as  the  respect  due  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  brought  forward  the  accusation,  required  a 
steady,  uniform,  and  disinterested  examination  of 
every  question  from  us.  Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  avoid  the  desultory 
mode  of  argumentation  that  had  been  run  into  on 
both  sides,  and  confine  himself  to  the  nature  of 
the  facts  charged,  and  tiie  evidence  adduced  in 
support  of  them.  The  short  time  that  yet  re- 
mained of  the  session  was  too  precious  to  waste 
in  collateral  arguments,  or  the  consideration  of 
merely  presumptive  proofs.  The  first  charge  in 
the  resolution  now  before  the  Committee  was, 
**  That  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treasury  has  violated 
the  law  passed  on  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  making 
appropriations  of  certain  moneys  authorized  to  be 
borrowed  by  the  same  law,  in  the  following  par- 
ticulars, to  wit :  1st  By  applying  a  oertain  por- 
tion of  the  principal  borrowed  to  the  payment  of 
interest  falling  due  upon  that  principal,  which 
was  not  authorized  by  that  or  any  other  law.  2d. 
By  drawing  part  of  the  same  moneys  into  the 
l/nited  States,  without  the  instruction  of  the  Pri- 
siDENT."  These  specific  charges  make  it  neces- 
sary for  us  to  understand  determinately  the  terms 
of  the  act  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  and  tbe 
nature  of  the  proof  offered  in  its  support  Bj  tbe 
act  of  the  4th  August,  1790,  section  2 — 

*Tha  Paxsmm  or  ram  ITmitbb  Statm  is  m- 
ifaoriaed  to  cause  to  be  borrowed  a  sum  or  ninas  doc 
exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  millions  of  dollars ;  and 
that  00  much  of  this  sum  as  may  be  necessary  to  the 
difldiarge  of  the  arrears  of  interest  on  loans  heretofiore 
made  by  the  United  State*  in  foreign  eountries,  and 
the  instalments  of  the  priocipal  of  the  said  Foreign 
Debt,  and  (if  it  could  be  effected  upon  terms  adrauh 
tageous  to  the  TTnited  States)  to  toe  paying  off  the 
whole  of  the  said  Foreign  Debt,  be  appropriated  solely 
to  these  purposes ;  and  the  PaEsiDENT  was  moreoTer 
farther  authorized  to  cause  to  be  made  such  other  coo- 
tracts  respecting  the  said  Debt  as  should  be  found  for 
the  interest  of  the  said  States." 

It  is  assorted  by  the  prosecutor  of  these  charges 
that  this  act  contained  an  emphatic  appropriation 
of  the  whole  of  the  twelve  millions  of  dollars  to 
the  payment  of  the  Foreign  Debt  By  a  Letter  to 
Mr.  short  of  May  9,  1791,  read  in  the  Committee, 
it  appears  that  a  Loan  of  three  millions  of  florins 
had  been  made,  and  that  one-half  only  was  appro- 
priated to  tbe.  payment  of  our  debt  to  France, 
and  that  eight  hundred  thousand  florins  were  to 
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>e  drawn  to  this  countnr.  This  was  said  to  be 
rontrarj  to  the  terms  of  the  appropriation,  and 
without  authority ;  and  the  Secretary's  Report  of 
Fanuary  3, 1798,  folio  8,  was  referred  to  in  proof 
)f  the  fact  '*  that  the  interest  arising  on  the  prin- 
:ipal  borrowed  under  this  act  was  paid  out  of  that 
)rincipal;**  when,  by  the  same  law,  part  of  the 
iomcstic  revenues  of  the  United  States  were  ap- 
>ropriated  to  that  purpose.  The  words  of  the 
ieport  are,  "  payments  on  account  of  other  For- 
ign  LoAns  made  and  to  be  made  to  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1793,  inclusive.  February  1,  1791,  two  hun- 
Ired  and  eighty -nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ighty-three  florins  six  stivers,"  with  several  other 
)ayments  on  the  same  terms,  till  January  1,  1793, 
imounting  in  the  whole  to  one  million  eight  bun- 
(red  and  thirty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
lighty-nine  florins  two  stivers  eight  deniers.  These 
>ayments  were  asserted  to  be  on  account  of  in- 
erest  on  the  principal  borrowed,  but  without 
urther  prooC  By  the  Report,  folio  4,  it  i^pears 
hat  on  the  1st  of  February,  1790,  there  was  bor- 
owed  no  more  than  one  million  one  hundred  and 
ixty-seven  thousand  florins,  on  which  was  due 
he  1st  of  February,  1791,  one  year's  interest, 
.mounting,  at  five  per  cent,  to  ufty-eight  thou- 
and  three  hundred  and  fifty  florins ;  but  this  evi« 
lence  proves  that  two  hundred  and  eight- nine 
housand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-threa  florins 
rerc  paid  on  that  day.  Can  gentlemen  be  serious 
rhen  they  assert  that  this  was  for  interest  on  this 
principal  borrowed,  being  almost  twenty-five  per 
ent  per  annum,  instead  of  five.  This  certainly 
3  an  inattention  to  the  subject  that  the  serious 
lature  of  the  charge  cannot  justify.  Mr.  6.  then 
sscrt^d  that  on  a  critical  examination  of  these 
tems,  they  will  be  found  to  be  instalments  of  the 
>utch  Loans  made  by  the  old  Congress,  and 
rhich  this  money  was  expressly  appropriated  to 
lischarge;  but  he  said  he  did  not  mean  to  avoid 
he  fact,  had  it  been  proved,  but  he  denied  that 
ny  evidence  of  it  arose  from  this  testimony, 
^he  President  was  generally  authorized  to  make 
he  loana  Money  arising  from  a  domestic  fund 
ras  appropriated  to  pay  the  interest  It  happened 
hat  the  loan  was  made  in  Europe,  to  the  amount 
f  three  millions  of  florins ;  part  of  it  was  to  be 
rawn  to  this  country,  but  before  that  event  inter- 
st  became  due ;  this  was  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
1  tended  to  be  drawn  into  this  country,  and  repaid 
.y  the  fund  here,  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  send- 
rig  the  moneys  from  one  country  to  the  otheii:. 
Ir.  B.  asked,  if  the  Secretary  had  done  otherwise, 
rould  any  man  in  his  senses  have  thought  him 
rorthy  of  the  trust  committed  to  him?  But  the 
;entleman  has  proceeded  on  this  eharge  (and  has 
o  expressed  himself)  as  if  this  loan  was  exclu- 
ivcly  made  under  the  act  of  the  4th  August, 
ncntioned  in  the  resolution  before  us,  and  there- 
DFo  was  wholly  appropriated  by  law  to  the  pay- 
aent  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  and  ought  not,  in  any 
»art,  to  have  been  drawn  into  this  country  for 
tther  purposes.  This  brines  to  consideration  the 
.ct  of  the  12th  August,  1790,  passed  eight  days 
kflcr  the  act  alluded  to.  By  the  4th  section  of 
his  act  the  Presideiit  or  the  Uivited  States 


is  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed  a  sum  or 
sums  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an 
interest  not  exceeding  five  per  oent,  and  that  th9 
interest  should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States.  The  diflerence  be- 
tween these  acts  was,  by  that  of  the^4th  of  Au- 
gust, the  President  had  a  discretion  as  to  the  ap« 
plication  of  the  sum  borrowed  towards  payment 
of  the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Debt,  over  and  above 
the  instalments,  depending  upon  terms  of  advan* 
tage  to  the  United  States.  By  the  second  act 
there  was  no  discretion,  the  whole  moneys  being 
po^tively  directed  by  law  to  be  applied  towards 
the  purchasing  of  the  Domestic  Debt  By  the 
first  there  was  no  restriction,  in  point  of  interest, 
to  be  paid,  but  an  injunction  tnat  the  terms  of 
repayment  should  be  stipulated  within  .  fifteexi 
years.  By  the  second,  interest  was  restricted  to 
five  per  cent,  and  no  terms  of  repaynoent  enjoined. 
By  the  preamble  to  the  first  law,  the  object  of  i| 
appears  to  be  the  doing  of  justice  and  supporting 
public  credit,  by  the  payment  of  the  Foreign 
Debt ;  by  that  of  the  second,  *^  the  reduction  of 
the  Public  Debt,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
credit  of  the  Union,  by  raising  the  price  of  theiv 
stock,  and  be  productive  of  savings  to  the  United 
States."  By  virtue  of  these  acts  the  Pbbsiiwnt 
thought  proper  to  constitute  the  Secreti^ry  of  the 
Treasury  his  agent  to  make  the  loans;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  28th  of  August,  1790,  by  a  com*' 
mission  under  his  hand  and  seal,  recitinyg  both  the 
said  laws,  authorized  him,  "by  himself  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  generally,  to  borrow, 
within  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or 
sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  fourteen  millionft 
of  dollars,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  Umita** 
tions  in  the  said  several  aots  contained. **  With 
.this  commission  the  Secretary  received  instruc* 
tions  relative  to  the  said  loans,  in  these  words  s 
"You  shall  borrow,  or  cause  to  be  borrowed,  oa 
the  best  terms  which  shall  be  found  practicable, 
and  within  the  limitations  prescribed  by  law,  94 
to  the  time  of  repayment  and  rate  of  interest, 
sttoh  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  sufllcient  to  dis- 
charge as  well  all  instalmoBts  er  parts  of  the  prin« 
cipal  of  the  Foreign  Debt  which  now  are  due,  or 
shall  become  payable  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791, 
as  all  interest  and  arrears  of  interest  which  now  are 
or  shall  become  due,  m  respect  to  the  said  Debt, 
to  the  same  end  of  the  year  17^1.  And  you  shall 
apply,  or  cause  to  be  applied,  the  moneys  which 
shall  be  so  borrowed,  with  all  convenient  despatch, 
to  the  payment  of  the  said  instalments  and  parts 
of  the  principal  and  interest,  and  arrears  of  the- 
interest  of  the  said  Debt  You  shall  not  extend 
the  amount  of  the  said  Loan  beyond  the  sum 
which  shall  bo  necessary  for  oompletiog  such  pay^ 
ment,  unless  upon  terms  more  advantageous  ta 
the  United  States,"  &G. 

These  instructions  related  solely  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  twelve  millions,  the  two  millions,  as 
before  observed,  being  applied  by  law,  without 
any  discretionary  power,  to  the  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt  Under  this  commission,  it  is  ii^ 
proof  the  Secretary  caused  three  millions  of  florina 
to  be  borrowed  in  Europe  generally,  without  ex* 
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pressing  particularly  under  which  law,  but  recit- 
ing under  them  both.  He  directed  half  of  this 
Bum  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  Foreign 
Debt,  and  part  of  the  other  half  he  appropriated, 
for  the  purposes  mentioned,  towards  the  reduction 
of  the  Public  Debt  But  it  is  insisted  that  the 
whole  of  this  money  was  borrowed  under  the  act 
of  the  4th  August,  and  therefore  it  was  highly 
criminal  to  apply  any  part  of  it  to  the  discharge 
of  the  interest  arising  on  the  principal  so  bor- 
rowed, there  being  another  Aind  designed  for  that 
gurpose.  But  it  has  clearly  appeared  that  the 
ecretary  made  this  Loan  in  Europe,  where  the 
interest  was  to  be  paid  and  had  become  due ;  the 
fund  for  its  payment  was  in  this  country;  and 
therefore,  if  ho  was  authorized  to  draw  any  part 
of  that  principal  into  the  United  States,  it  was  a 
mere  economical  operation,  to  pay  the  interest 
there  out  of  those  moneys  on  the  spot,  and  repay 
them  out  of  moneys  here,  where  they  were  to  be 
applied,  and  by  that  means  prevent  the  loss  of  in- 
surance and  mterest,  that  must  have  arisen  by 
another  negotiation.  This  question,  then,  depends 
wholly  on  the  fact  whether  this  money  was  bor- 
rowed by  virtue  of  both  acts,  or  under  that  of  the 
12th  of  August  exclusively. 

The  Loan  was  made  at  fire  per  cent,  subject  to 
charges  and  douceurs  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent 
on  the  whole.  The  Secretary  thought  this  within 
the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  August,  limiting  him  to 
an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent  This  was 
the  opinion  of  others  besides  the  Secretary.  Mr. 
B.  himself  had  been  of  that  opinion,  ana  at  the 
time  thought  an  application  to  the  Legislature 
unnecessary.  But  the  prudence  and  caution  of 
the  Secretary  led  him  to  state  this  fact  to  Con- 
gress for  their  consideration  and  determination, 
who,  by  an  act  of  the  8d  Mbirch,  1791,  declared 
their  sense  of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  August,  and 
that  the  LOan  was  legally  made  under  that  act 
The  preamble  to  this  act  removes  all  doubt  on  this 
question: 

"  Whereas  it  hath  been  made  known  to  Ocngreee 
that  the  PaniDnrr  or  thb  Unrkd  Statis,  in  oon- 
•equeooe  of  an  act  making  proviuoo  for  the  reduction 
of  the  Pablic  Debt,  (that  u,  that  of  the  twelfth  of  Aa- 
ffust.)  hath  cauaed  a  certain  loan  to  be  made  in  Hel- 
landt  on  account  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount 
of  three  miUions  of  florins,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,"  <ba  <"  And  whereas  it  hath  been  also  stated 
to  Congress  that  the  chaiges  upon  said  loan  have 
amounted  to  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  whereby  a 
doubt  hath  arisen,  whether  the  said  loan  b6  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  last-mentioned  act,  which  limits 
th^  rate  of  interest  to  five  per  cent  per  annum.  And 
whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  doubt  should  be 
removed,  be  it  enacted,"  Ac^  *'  that  the  loan  aforesaid 
■hall  be  deemed  and  construed  to  be  within  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  taid  act  makina  provieionfor 
the  reduetion  of  the  pMie  debt,**  d!t. 

This  puts  an  end  to  any  dispute  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  if  this  money  was  borrowed  under  both 
acts  Jointly,  or  exclusively  under  the  act  of  the 
twelnh  August,  there  can  be  no  propriety  or  jus- 
tice in  the  charee,  that  the  Secretary  had  vio- 
lated the  act  of  Uie  fourth  of  August  in  applying 


part  of  this  money  to  the  purposes  of  the  act  of 
the  twelfth  of  August,  under  which  the  Loan,  as  to 
a  greater  sum,  was  certainly  made.  Bj  this  act 
also  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  meaning 
of  the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  August  as  to  the  re- 
striction of  the  interest  to  five  per  cent  was  ooo- 
firmed,  and  of  course  all  his  proceedings  under  it 
There  can  then  be  no  foundation  for  the  chaige, 
and  it  remains  unsupported  by  proof. 

The  next  part  of  the  accusation  attempted  to 
be  supported,  was  the  drawing  part  of  the  sune 
"moneys  of  the  United  States  without  instruc- 
tions from  the  Pkesidbnt.*'  The  instructioDS 
fh>m  the  PaasmiNT  as  to  the  making  the  loans 
and  applying  them  were  only  called  for,  he  has 
therefore  only  reported  these  to  the  House  ;  from 
this  negative  testimony,  it  was  presumed  that  no 
other  instructions  have  been  given.  This  is  weak 
support,  indeed,  to  a  criminal  charge  of  this  na- 
ture. I  know  it  has  been  urged  by  one  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Mkrcbr]  that  the  Secretary  has  been 
called  upon  for  the  instructions,  and  if  he  has 
failed  to  report  them  to  the  House,  he  ought  to 
suffer :  this  shows  how  fallible  gentlemen's  me- 
mories are.  There  has  been  no  call  whatever  of 
the  House  on  the  Secretary  for  this  purpose — our 
Journals  do  not  show  any.  The  requisitiiMi  was 
to  the  Prksidknt,  and  he  has  complied  with  the 
terms  of  it  But  if  we  are  to  rest  on  presumptive 
evidence,  the  presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  Se- 
cretary. The  Prcsidbnt  has  not  made  objec- 
tions to  the  conduct  of  his  agent  He  has  men- 
tioned the  loans  to  Congress,  without  disapprobar 
tion.  The  agent  was  properly  accountable  to  him, 
and  he  has  not  found  fiiult  with  him ;  but  in  his 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  this  and  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  has  expressed  great  sattsfiictiou  in  the 
state  of  public  affiurs.  But  if  the  gentlemen  who 
advocate  this  prosecution  really  believed  this  fact, 
had  they  it  not  in  their  power  to  have  rendered 
the  eviaence  certain  to  demonstration,  bv  request- 
ing, by  resolutions  of  the  House,  that  tne  Psssi- 
DiNT  would  declare  whether  this  money  was  or 
was  not  drawn  in  consequence  of  his  instructions, 
or  with  his  approbation  and  consent  f  Can  any 
man  suppose  that  so  responsible  an  agent  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  presume  (for 
his  own  sake)  to  proceed  in  so  important  negotia- 
tion, without  the  knowledge,  approbation,  and  di- 
rections of  the  Prrsidirt  or  the  Uiotbo  Statbs  ? 
But,  for  argument  sake,  suppose  the  &ct  to  be 
true,  is  not  the  Secretary  an  oflBcer  to  superintend 
the  collection  of  the  public  revenue?  As  soon  as 
this  Loan  was  made  under  the  act  of  the  twelfth 
August,  was  it  not  his  duty,  without  further  in- 
structions, to  draw  the  money  into  the  United 
States  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act? 
Would  he  not  have  been  highly  culpable  if  he 
had  left  this  money  in  Holland  till  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  waited  for  a  law  authorixing 
him  so  to  do?  It  is  really  a  reflection  on  the 
whole  Legislature  to  suppose  the^  would  hare  di- 
rected a  Loan  which  should  remam  inactive  on  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent  without  giving  a  power  of 
application. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  a  larger  sum,  viz.,  al- 
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Qost  three  millions  of  dollars,  lias  been  drawn 
nto  this  codntry,  which  was  more  than  the  Presi- 
>E!fT  himself  was  authorized  to  do.  If  this  ia 
neant  to  criminate  the  President,  we  ought  to 
mow  it.  How  does  the  fiust  stand  1  It  is  agreed 
.hat  the  Presidbht  had  a  right  to  draw  the  mo- 
neys loaned  under  the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  Au- 
gust ....  $2,000,000  00 

He  had  a  right  to  make  such 
other  contracts  respecting  the  Debt  - 
IS  should  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  in  consequence  where- 
of the  agent  in  Europe  agreed  with 
the  National  Assembly  or  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  France,  for  the  payment 
of  four  millions  of  livres,  part  of 
their  debt,  in  the  produce  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  supply  of  St 
Domingo      -  .  -  -       800,000  00 


The  interest  to  foreign  officers 
amounted  to  about  .  .  . 


191,316  90 


2,991,316  90 


This,  then,  makes  about  the  sum  that  it  is  proved 
was  drawn  for  by  the  Secretary,  and  shows  that  he 
did  not  exceed  the  powers  vested  in  the  President 
for  this  purpose. 

It  has  been  also  held  up  as  highly  criminal  in 
the  Secretary,  that  although  he  began  to  draw  for 
this  money  in  December,  1790,  yet  he  never  gn'v^ 
information  to  Congress  or  to  the  Trustees  for 
purchasing  the  Public  Debt  on  the  subject;  but 
left  them  wholly  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  so  im- 
portant a  measure,  when  it  was  his  duty  particularly 
to  have  kept  the  House  constantly  informed,  and 
that  this  could  only  have  happened  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  some  improper  design,  or  aiding  indi- 
viduals with  the  public  moneys  of  the  United 
States. 

To  this  charge  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  paid  serious 
attention,  for  as  on  the  one  hand  he  would  ever  be 
ready  to  bring  every  defaulter  in  public  office,  how- 
ever exalted  in  character,  to  condign  punishment, 
where  found  guilty :  on  the  other  hand,  he  wished 
ever  to  be  found  giving  full  support  to  every  good 
officer  of  Government  against  unfounded  charges  of 
peculation  and  mismanagement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. He  had  satisfied  his  mind  on  the  subject,  not 
being  able  to  find  a  scintilla  of  evidence  to  support 
the  charge,  but  abundant  testimony  to  the  con- 
trary. 

1.  Congress  knew  that  this  money  was  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  debts  in  this  country, 
that  the  Loan  was  made  in  Holland,  and  therefore 
that  it  must  necessarily  be  drawn  here  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  act 

2.  By  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking 
Fand,  folio  12,  under  the  date  of  the  25th  of  Au- 
gust, 1790,  is  the  following  entry: 

*"  It  ii  probable  that  it  will  be  deemed  advisable  to 
pay  the  mterest  for  the  year  1791  on  the  amount  of 
the  foreign  debt  out  of  foreign  loans.  There  is  one  now 
matured  for  the  acceptance  of  the  United  States, 
amounting  to  three  millions  of  florins,  the  proceeds  of 
vikich  may  he  at  command  in  the  course  of  the  present 


year.  The  expediency  of  an  acceptance  of  the  loan, 
and  of  an  appliccUion  of  one  third  ofit^  to  the  purpose 
of  the  act,  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  JD^t^  u  under 
the  eonsiaeration  of  the  PaxsiDEMT  of  the  Unitbd 
States.** — Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury." 

This  entry  affords  strong  presumption  against  all 
the  suggestions  of  the  want  of  instructions ,  from 
the  President,  or  his  ignorance  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Secretary. 

3.  The  Speech  of  the  Pbesident  delivered  to 
both  Houses  of  Con^ss,  on  the  8th  of  December, 
1790,  has  the  followmg  paragraph : 

**  In  conforming  to  the  powers  vested  in  me  by  the 
acts  of  the  last  session,  a  Loan  of  three  millioos  of  flo- 
rins, towards  which  some  provisional  measures  had 
previously  taken  place,  has  been  completed  in  Holland. 
The  Secretary  or  the  Treasury  has  my  directions  to 
communicate  such  further  particulars  as  may  be  requi- 
site for  more  precise  information." 

4.  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  in  conformity 
to  that  direction,  dated  24th  February,  1791,  men- 
tioning terms  of  the  loans  and  application  of  mo- 
neys. 

6.  The  preamble  of  the  act  of  Sd  March,  1791, 
already  read. 

6.  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Government  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1791,  is  the  following  article  of  re- 
ceipts: 

'^FoRBzoR  Loams. 

**  From  the  President,  Directors,  A  Go,  of 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  being  the 
produce  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on 
the  agents  for  negotiating  Foreign  loans 
in  Holland        ....  $229,269  47 

"  From  the  President,  Directors,  A  Co.,  of 
the  Bank  of  New  York,  being  the  pro- 
duce of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  the 
agents  aforesaid  •  -  -    182,121  87 

$861,891  84 

7.  In  the  Treasurer's  account,  commencing  Ja- 
nuary 1,  1792,  and  ending  on  the  31st  March,  1792, 
are  found  the  following  entries  of  receipts: 

"  On  the  proceeds  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  On  Will- 
helm  A  Jan  Willink,  Nicholas  and  Jacob  Van  Stap- 
horst  A  Hubbard,  of  Amsterdam,  on  account  of 
loans  made  for  the  United  States,  per  statement, 
$402,902  89.** 

In  his  account  commencing  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1792,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1792: 

**  On  the  proceeds  of  bills  of  exohange,  <kc.,  in  same 
words,  $1,400,000." 

In  his  account  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July 
1792,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1792  : 

"  On  the  proceeds  of  bills  of  exchange,  Ac,  in  same 
words,  $1,000,000.** 

Mr.  B.,  after  reading  these  vouchers,  proceeded  • 
These,  Mr,  Chairman,  are  the  facte  that  have 
convinced  my  mind,  at  first  much  alarmed  at  the 
severity  of  the  charges  and  the  positive  assertions 
of  gentlemen,  that  discoveries  would  be  made, 
showing  corruption  at  tho  very  heart  of  the  Go- 
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yernment ;  these  have  convinced  me  fully  that 
this  prosecution  has  been  rashly  brought  forward, 
without  a  proper  examination  of  tlie  transaction. 
My  mind,  in  a  conscientious  research  into  the 
facts,  has  not  been  able  to  raise  a  doubt,  on  which 
to  found  even  a  suspicion  of  the  integrity  or  abili- 
ties of  the  Secretary  in  this  whole  negotiation. 
So  far  am  I  from  considering  those  charges  sup* 
ported  by  testimony,  that  I  consider  the  conduct  of 
the  officer  concerned  in  this  transaction,  not  only 
wholly  cleared  up,  but  the  measures  he  has  pur- 
sued as  stamped  with  wisdom  and  official  know* 
ledge.  So  far  am  I  from,  judging  him  reprehen- 
sible for  the  tnanner  in  which  ho  has  negotiated 
and  applied  these  loans,  that  I  think  him  deserving 
of  the  thankful  approbation  of  his  country  for  his 
economy  and  strict  attention  to  the  true  interests 
and  credit  of  the  United  States.  I  rejoice,  sir, 
that  after  so  full  and  zealous  an  investigation,  this 
officer,  though  unheard,  appears  to  be  free  from 
even  a  suspicion  of  maloondnct  in  the  whole  trans- 
action ;  this  is  not  only  honorable  to  him,  but  does 
credit  to  our  country.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  I 
am  decidedly  against  the  present  resolutions,  and 
shall  give  them  my  hearty  negative. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  seven  o'clock 
post  meridian. 

EvENiKo  Session — 7  P.  M. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  certain  appropriations 
therein  mentioned  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  An  act 
providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebenezer  Sto- 
rer,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

OFFICIAL  CONDUCT  01^  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

THE  TREASURY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  contained  in 
the  motion  of  Thursday  last,  respecting  the  official 
conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
third  resolution  being  still  under  consideration,  in 
the  words  following,  viz  : 

JUsolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  vi- 
olated the  law  passed  the  4th  of  August.  1790,  making 
appropriations  of  certain  moneys  authorised  to  be  bor- 
*  rowed  by  the  said  law,  in  the  foiluwing  particulars, 
vis  :  First,  by  applying  a  certain  portion  of  the  princi- 
pal borrowed,  to  the  payment  of  interest  falling  due 
upon  that  principal,  woich  was  not  authorized  by  that 
or  any  other  law.  Secondly,  by  drawing  a  part  of  the 
said  moneys  into  the  United  States,  without  the  in- 
structions of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  in  their  disagreement  to  the  resolu- 
tion, it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  40, 
nays  12,  as  follows  : 

Yba& — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudioot,  Sbearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  JN'icholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Christopher  Greenup.  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hill- 
houac,  William  Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell, 


John  Ijaurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  L«e, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Ao^u- 
tus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  NathaLkl 
Xiles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Isrsel 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  O^rge  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tadar 
Tucker,  Artemas  Ward,  Hugh  Williamson,  and  Fraodi 
Willis. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  WQ- 
liam  Findley,  William  R  Giles,  Andrew  Oregg.  Ks- 
thaniel  Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  and 
Josiah  Parker. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qaestion  pet, 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  in  their  disagreement  to  the  fourth 
resolution,  in  the  words  following : 

^  Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lu 
deviated  from  the  instructions  given  him  by  the  p££- 
sioENT  OF  THE  UNfrED  STATES,  in  exccatiHg  the  ftC- 
thorities  for  making  loans,  under  the  acta  of  the  fourth 
and  twelfth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  39,  ntjs 
13,  aji  follows : 

Teas. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Bamwdl,  Egbert  Bcd- 
Bon,  Elias  Boudinot,  Sbearjashub  Boome,  Beojamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitasimon^  & 
bridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Ooodboe, 
James  Gorcfon,  Christopher  Greenup^  Samuel  Griffin, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Uill- 
house,  William  Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Le«, 
George  Leonard,  Samuel  Livermore,  Frederick  Aug'^s- 
tus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray,  Nathuiiel 
Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Isratl 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samnel  Sterrett, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tndar 
Tucker,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

Nats. — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam  Findley,  William  R  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  Na- 
thaniel MacoD,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  MJeroer, 
Andrew  Moore,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  and 
Josiah  Parker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qnes- 
tion  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagree- 
ment  to  the  fifth  resolation,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing  : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
omitted  to  discharge  an  essential  duty  of  his  office,  in 
failing  to  give  Congress  official  information,  in  due  time, 
of  the  moneys  drawn  by  him  from  Europe  into  the 
United  States ;  which  drawing  commenced  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  cootinaed 
until  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  ;  and  of  the  cause  of  making  such  drafts  :'* 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that,  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the 
night,  he  was  unwilling  to  detain  the  Committee 
unnecessarily.  He  trusted,  however,  that  they 
would  grant  him  their  indulgence  and  attention 
for  a  few  moments  before  the  vote  was  taken. 
The  resolution  upon  which  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  about  to  be  expressed  contained  a  di- 
rect charge  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  having  **'  failed  to  give  Congress  official  infor- 
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aation  in  due  time  of  the  moneys  drawn  by  him 
rom  £urope  into  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
ause  of  such  drafts.*'  He  rose  principally  to  re- 
Dark,  that  the  arguments  which  had  been  used  by 
he  advocates  of  these  resolutions,  in  support  of 
be  first  which  had  been  discussed,  and  particularly 
J  the  member  irom  Virginia  [Mr.  MadisorJ  were 
f  such  a  nature  as  must,  if  applied  to  the  one  now 
inder  debate,  compel  that  gentleman  to  abandon 
his  charge,  and  giro  it  his  negatire,  if  he  would 
•reserve  any  sort  of  consistency  between  his  argu- 
ments and  his  TOte. 

It  had  been  asserted  by  him,  and  seemed  to  be 
elied  upon  as  an  important  fhct,  that  the  Secre- 
arj's  agency  in  respect  to  foreign  loans  did  not 
ecessarily  result  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  or 
he  constitution  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
rhich  on  that  head  was  silent,  but  that  it  was 
sanded  upon  a  special  commission  and  instnic- 
ions  given  to  that  officer  by  the  President  in 
rhom  the  laws  had  rested  an  authority.  Under 
tiat  view,  then,  it  was  deemed  convenient  and 
iroper  to  regard  the  President  as  the  principal, 
>nd  the  Secretary  as  his  agent,  in  order  that  there 
night  appear  to  be  some  foundation  for  the  charge 
igiinst  the  latter  for  having  acted  in  any  instance 
vithout  the  express  instructions  of  the  former.  If 
his  was  truly  the  relationship  in  which  the  Se- 
Tetary  stood  to  the  Pbesioxnt — if  the  Paese- 
>en-t's  commission  was  his  authority,  and  the 
'resident's  instructions  his  law  and  guide — if 
he  case  of  loans  was,  in  respect  to  the  Treasury 
Apartment,  an  extraordinary  and  extra-official 
me,  not  necessarily  falling  under  the  head  of  it, 
)ut  distinct  from  the  ordinary  revenues  which 
)ounded  his  legal  authority,  as  had  been  declared 
)j  a  member  from  Virginia  and  another  from 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  D.  called  upon  those  two  gen- 
kmen  to  explain  with  what  propriety  the  Secre- 
ary  of  the  Treasury  could  be  censured  for  not 
;omprising  in  his  annual  official  statement  of  re- 
:eipts  and  expenditures  of  public  moneys  in  his 
department  a  report  of  his  agency  in  a  business 
inconnected  therewith,  which  he  transacted,  not 
n  quality  of  financier  but  of  agent,  and  for  which 
je  was  directly  responsible  to  the  President,  who 
ras  his  principal,  and  who  could,  and  doulstless 
vould,  have  dismissed  him  from  office,  if  he  had 
icted  unfaithfully.  There  appeared  to  his  mind 
Mr.  D.  said)  such  inconsistency  and  contradic- 
ion  between  the  reasoning  he  had  quoted  and  the 
evolution  on  the  table,  as  induced  him  to  believe 
hat  all  who  gave  their  assent  to  those  arguments, 
)ut  especially  those  who  had  expressed  and  sup- 
)orted  them,  would  join  with  him  ii^  voting  against 
his  proposition. 

But  there  were  other  reasons  (Mr.  D.  added) 
rhich  seemed  to  his  judgment  to  lead  irresisti* 
>l7  to  the  same  conclusion.  The  House  of  Re- 
)resentatives  had  already  expressed  their  sense 
ipon  this  subject  Their  resolutions,  passed  on 
he  23d  of  January,  without  any  opposition,  evi- 
lently  recognised  certain  principles  whioh  directly 
nilitated  against  those  contained  in  this  resolu- 
ion.  The  President  or  the  United  States  was 
here  requested  to  communicate  the  information 


wanted.  It  is  well  known  to  every  member  that 
this  mode  was  never  adopted  in  any  call  for  infor- 
mation respecting  our  fiscal  concerns,  or  other  mat* 
tars  relating  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Depart- 
ment, but  that  it  was  always  observed  when  the 
information  wanted  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  ren- 
der it  improper  fbr  either  of  the  subordinate  Execu* 
tive  officers  to  give  it  withoat  the  order  of  their 
head,  the  President.  Shall  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  then,  be  censured  for  not  reporting  to 
Congress  transactions  unasked  for,  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted he  was  not  at  liberty  to  report,  even  upon 
the  order  of  the  House,,  without  the  sanction  and 
express  direction  of  the  President  ?  Shall  he  be 
censured  for  not  giving  information  of  the  moneys 
drawn  by  him  (jnom  Europe,  and  of  the  causes  of 
making  such  drafts,  when  the  very  laws  which 
authorisBod  the  loan  of  fourteen  millions,  point  out 
the  causes,  declare  the  purposes,  and  designate  the 
appropriation?  The  act  of  the  12th  of  August 
directed  the  application  of  two  millions  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Public  Debt  Was  not  this  coun- 
try the  only  proper  place  for  that  operation  9  And 
would  any  one  say  that  those  purchases  could  be 
made  advantageously  for  the  United  States  unless 
the  money  was  drawn  here?  Was  there  not  a 
discretionary  power  given  to  the  Executive  over 
the  other  twelve  millions  destined  to  the  payment 
of  our  debt  to  France,  in  virtue  of  which,  such 
portion  of  it  might  be  drawn  here  as  might  be 
deemed  consistent  with  the  public  good?  Had 
not  events  fully  justified  Congress  in  having 
granted  that  discretionary  power,  and  the  Execu- 
tive in  the  use  they  had  made  of  it?  Through  the 
instrumentality  of  those  drafts,  we  had  been  en^ 
abled  to  purchase  nearly  two  millions  of  our  own 
debt,  and  to  pay  in  this  country  (principally  in  our 
own  produce)  about  half  a  million  of  the  French 
debt,  by  which  the  Colony  of  St  Domingo  had  been 
relieved  from  its  sufferings,  and  the  Government 
and  people  of  France  highly  gratified  and  benefited. 
Far  from  meriting  censure  for  arrangementa  so 
provident  and  beneficial,  the  man  who  had  effected 
them  was  (Mr.  D.  asserted)  entitled  to  the  commen- 
dation and  thanks  of  his  countrymen.  That  the 
Secretary  had  discharged  both  his  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  duties  with  ability  and  integrity, 
had  been  directly  denied  by  none;  that  he  had 
misconstrued  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August,  and 
departed  from  its  true  spirit,  had  been  urged  and 
supported  by  very  few  ;  but  that  the  arrange- 
ments which  he  made  had  proved  beneficial  to 
France,  and  highly  favorable  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States,  seemed  to  have  been  admitted 
by  all,  even  by  the  very  gentlemen  who  had  ques- 
tioned the  legality  of  them. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  with  saying  that  he  was  happy 
to  find  that  he  should  be  with  a  very  large  majo- 
rity of  the  HoiLse  in  the  vote  that  the  Secretary 
was  not  chargeable  with  the  omission  and  failure 
which  the  resolution  aimed  to  fix  upon  him. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  88,  nays 
15,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Eliaa  Boudinot,  Sheaijashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan   Dayton,  Thomas    Fitzaimons,  £1- 
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bridge  Qerrj,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James  Hillhouse,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  Lau- 
rance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans 
Murray,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Ar- 
temas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

NATs^-John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  E  Giles,  Samuel  Griffin.  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grove,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
eon,  James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Andrew 
Moor«,  Nathaniel  Nilei^  John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  and 
Israel  Smith. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qnes- 
tion  being  put,  that  the  House  do  sgree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  sixth  reeoiation,  in  the  words  foUow- 
tng: 

**  Retolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has, 
without  the  instruction  of  the  PaKsiDKNT  of  thx 
XTnitvd  Statks,  drawn  more  moneys,  borrowed  in  Hol- 
land, into  the  United  States,  than  the  PaistDcirr  of  thc 
UifiTBD  Statcs  was  authorized  to  draw,  under  the  act 
of  the  twelfth  of  August,  one  thouMnd  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  which  act  appropriated  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars only,  when  borrowed,  to  the  purchase  of  the  Public 
Debt ;  and  that  he  has  omitted  to  discharge  an  essential 
dutv  of  hii  office,  in  failing  to  give  official  information 
to  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  the  Public  Debt,  of 
the  various  sums  drawn  rrom  time  to  time,  suggested 
by  him  to  have  been  intended  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Public  Debt:" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative-— yeas  33,  nays 
8,  as  follows : 

YiAs.—  Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 
James  Gordon,  William  Barry  Grove,  l^omas  Hartley, 
James  Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Aaron  Kitchell' 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Georee  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel Livermore,  Fk-ederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Geoige  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  Ar- 
temas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

NAYa.-^ohn  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  WU- 
liam  Findley,  William  E  Giles,  Nathaniel  Maooo, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  and  Josiah  Par- 
ker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  pnt,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagr^- 
ment  to  the  seventh  resolution,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  did 
not  consult  the  public  interest,  m  negotiating  a  Loan 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  drawing  there- 
from four  hundred  thousand  doIlarB,  at  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  when  a  greater  sum  of  public  money  was 
deposited  in  various  banks,  at  the  respective  periods 
of  making  the  respective  drafts  :*' 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  33,  nays 
8,  as  follows : 


YxA&— Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudinot,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Bcfijaoip 
Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Thomas  Fitsimooa,  El- 
bridge  Gtorry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benjamin  Gtiodbiie. 
James  Gordon,  William  Barrv  Grove,  Thoeoas  HartlcT. 
James  Hillhouse,  William  Hiodmao,  AaroD  Kitchifi. 
John  Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  Geoige  Leonard,  Sa- 
muel Livermore,  Frederidc  Augustu^Muhlenberg,  Km^ 
thaniel  Niles,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jereoouab  Somli, 
William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterrett,  Jod^ 
than  Sturges,  Georve  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor  Tocker, 
Artemas  Ward,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

NAT8.--John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin.  Wil- 
liam Findley,  William  B.  Giles,  Nathaniel  Msopq, 
James  Madison,  John  Francis  Mercer,  and  Jwiah  I^tf- 
ker. 

^  Another  motion  was  then  made*  md  the  quo- 
tion  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  tbe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  eighth  reaoltttion,  in  the  words  foUor- 
ing: 

**  Jieeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Iw 
been  guilty  of  an  indecorum  to  this  House,  in  anocr- 
taking  to  judge  of  its  motives  in  calling  for  informaliaB, 
which  was  demandable  of  him,  from  the  ooostitutiua  ^4 
his  office,  and  in  failing  to  give  all  the  neoeseary  inlonii- 
ation  within  his  knowledge  relatively  to  the  suly^ots «»' 
reference  made  to  him,  of  the  nineteenth  of  Januarj. 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  two,  and  of 
the  twenty-second  of  November,  one  thousand  se«A 
hundred  and  ninety -two,  during  the  preeent  sesNOo :" 

Mr.  William  Smith  said,  that,  alter  the  vote 
which  had  just  prevailed  bj  so  considerable  a  ma- 
jority on  the  preceding  resolutions,  the  Committee 
coula  not,  with  any  propriety,  criminate  the  Secre> 
tary  of  the  Treasury  for  failing  to  give  the  infona- 
ation  alluded  to,  because  by  mat  vote  it  bad  beea 
established  that  the  Secretary  had  only  acted  nn- 
der  the  authority  of  the  Peesident,  and  confono- 
abl^  to  his  instructions.  If  there  had  been  aov 
omission  to  communicate  information  to  Cangres, 
that  omission  was  surely  not  chargeable  to  the 
Secretary.  But  it  had  been  already  clearly  shown, 
by  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  that 
the  necessary  information  had  been  communi- 
cated. The  Treasurer's  accounts,  which  had  been 
from  time  to  time  laid  before  the  House,  exhibited 
the  amount  of  moneys  proceeding  from  the  sale  of 
bills,  and  the  Secretary's  Report  of  Febmaiy, 

1791,  conveyed  full  information  of  the  drawin». 
It  was  true,  there  was  a  sxmi  of  about  $600,000, 
the  proceeds  of  bills  which,  as  had  been  remarked 
by  agentleman,  [Mr.  Madison,]  did  not  appear  in 
the  Treasurer's  account,  but  this  was  owing  to  the 
sales  of  the  bills  by  the  Bank  not  having  been 
closed  at  the  time  the  last  quarterly  account  was 
rendered,  and  donsequently  that  sum  could  not  ap- 
pear in  the  Treasurer's  account 

[Mr.  Madison  said,  he  had  not  meant  to  blame 
the  Treasurer.] 

Mr.  Smith  proceeded.  The  gentleman,  how- 
ever, had  attributed  misconduct  to  the  Secretary 
for  withholding  information  of  the  amount  of 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  accming  from  Foreign 
loans,  when  directed  by  the  House,  January  19th, 

1792,  to  report  whether  the  existing  revenues  vere 
adequate  to  face  the  additional  expense  of  the 
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Indian  war.  Mr.  S.  could  not  forbear  expressing 
preat  surprise  at  the  remark  of  the  gentleman 
Vom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Madisoh,]  when  he  recollect- 
Ni  what  had  been  just  before  said  hy  the  same 
rentleman  in  support  of  the  former  resolution. 
The  gentleman,  on  that  occasion,  in  his  attempt 
o  disprove  the  right^  of  the  Secretary,  tx  officio ^ 
4>  saperintend  the  moneys  derived  from  the  Fo- 
■eign  loans,  had  endeavored  to  establish  i^  nice 
lidiinction  between  the  ordinary  internal  reve- 
mes  of  the  country,  and  the  resources  resulting 
rom  Foreign  loans.  The  law  constituting  the 
Treasury  JXtpartment,  he  had  said,  gave  the  Se- 
cretary power  only  over  the  revenues,  which  em- 
>racea  only  the  ordinary  resources,  whereas  loans 
xrere  distinct  things,  tne  mansgement  of  which 
vas  specially  intrusted  by  law  to  the  Supreme 
Magistrate,  and  in  relation  to  which  the  Secretary 
!ould  exercise  no  authority  whatever  that  was  not 
lerived  from  the  President.  The  gentleman  now 
trgaed  that  the  Secretary  was  blameable  in  not 
pving  information  of  the  state  of  these  extra- 
>rdinary  resources,  which  were  not  within  his 
Department,  when  only  called  upon  to  state  the 
imount  of  the  ordinary  revenues,  which  were 
vitbin  his  Department  He  left  it  to  the  gentle* 
oan  to  reconcile  this  contradiction,  for  certainly 
lis  doctrine  was  erroneous  on  the  fonner  occa- 
sion, or  it  must  be  so  now.  If  the  moneys  obtained 
rom  Foreign  loans  were  to  be  deemed  the  reve- 
laes  of  the.country,  then  thev  fell  of  course  under 
he  management  of  the  Head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
tartment,  and  it  was  wrong  in  the  gentleman  to  im- 
)ate  misconduct  to  the  Secretary  for  exercising  a 
egal  authority ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  those  moneys 
vere  viewed  as  an  extra  resource,  and  not  within 
he  parview  of  the  Secretary's  functions,  then  it  was 
vrong  to  censure  him  for  not  communicating  a 
itate  of  those  moneys,  when  required  only  to  report 
he  ordinary  revenues. 

Without  admitting  the  soundness  of  the  dis- 
inction  set  up  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
tfr.  S.  said  that  it  was  never  in  the  intention  of 
he  House,  nor  in  the  idea  of  any  individual  mem- 
)er,  to  call  for  a  state  of  the  moneys  proceeding 
rom  the  Foreign  loans,  when  they  passed  the  order 
>f  the  19th  £inuary,  1792.  That  order  was  in 
hese  terms : 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
lirected  to  lay  before  this  House  such  Information  with 
espect  to  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  as  will 
enable  the  Legislature  to  judge  whether  any  additional 
levenue  will  be  necessary  in  cooseauence  of  the  pro- 
K9ed  iDcreaae  of  the  military  estabushment" 

Thi«i  call  was  fully  complied  with,  for  the  Seere- 
ary  laid  before  the  House  an  estimate  of  the  in- 
ernal  revenues— which,  unquestionably,  were  the 
»nly  revenues  in  contemplation  of  the  House  at 
he  time — and  the  House  bein^  satisfied  that  they 
vere  incompetent,  laid  additional'  duties.  The 
iouse  knew,  as  well  as  the  Secretary,  that  loans 
lad  been  made,  and  that  moneys  had,  under  them, 
)een  drawn  into  this  country ;  but  they  knew  that 
hose  moneys  had  been  specially  appropriated  to 
he  Sinking  Fnnd,  and  it  never  entered  into  the 
dea  of  any  member  to  divert  them  from  that  bene- 
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ficial  object,  in  order  to  apply  them  to  the  current 
service.  It  wah  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Secre- 
tary would  have  recommended  such  a  diversion. 
To  impute  blame  to  him  for  not  commnnieating 
the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  time  to  time, 
there  must  have  been  some  law  or  order  of  the 
House  requiring  the  communication,  or  it  must 
have  been  necessary  to  some  object  depending 
before  the  House.  What  law  or  order  of  the  House 
made  it  necessary  1  None.  The  laws  authorized 
the  loans,  and  prescribed  their  objects ;  the  rest  was 
mere  Executive  business;  and  no  communication 
was  necessary  to  any  measure  depending  before 
the  House. 

But  though  the  Secretary  would  not  have  been 
censurable  for  omitting  to  give  the  information, 
the  truth  was,  that  the  Pbesidbht*^  Speech  of 
8th  December,  1790,  the  Secretary's  Report  of 
a6th  February,  and  the  aet  of  the  8d  of  March, 
1791,  were  conclusive  proofs  that  the  Legislature 
knew  that  the  proceeds  of  the  loans  were  in  a 
train  of  being  brought  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  pre- 
sented in  the  first  week  of  the  session,  informed 
the  House  that  a  large  sum  had  been  drawn  for, 
and  the  Treasurer's  quarterly  account  contained 
further  information  on  the  subject,  all  whksh  was 
prior  to  any  call  of  the  House  for  ench  informa- 
tion. Hence,  Mr.  S.  deduced,  that  it  was  not  a 
fact  that  the  Secretary  had  failed  to  give  the  ii>- 
formation,  as  stated  in  the  resolution,  and  that  had 
he  even  so  failed,  he  would  not  have  been  censura- 
ble for  a  breach  of  an  essential  duty  of  his  oflBoe. 
It  had  been  said,  bv  a  member  from  Pennsylva 
nia,  [Mr.  Findlet,]  that  the  lateness  of  the  in- 
formation from  the  Secretary  made  it  inconveni- 
ent to  go  into  an  inquiry  of  his  ofiBciaJ  conduct  so 
near  the  close  of  the  session.  To  this,  Mr,  S.  re- 
plied, that  he  did  not  expect  such  a  remark  from 
that  quarter  of  the  House.  If  the  gentleman  had 
not  been  prepared  for  the  inquiry,  or  thought 
it  an  improper  season  to  enter  upon  it,  why  did 
he  second  the  motion  for  bringing  forward  the 
cluir|pes  ?  If  suspicion  had  so  long  existed  against 
the  integrity  of  the  Secretary,  why  was  not  in- 
formation called  for  at  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion 1  Why  waa  the  call  delayed  till  the  session 
was  within  a  few  weeks  of  its  termination?  It 
was  admitted  that  the  Secretary  had  obeyed  the 
order  of  the  House  with  wonderful  alacrity  and 
promptitude.  It  was  indeed  strange  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  brought  forward  the  charges,  should  be 
the  first  to  complain  that  there  waa  not  time  for 
their  consideration. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  noticing  the  observation 
of  Mr.  Mercer  and  Mr.  Madis05,  that  the  opinion 
of  the  House  on  the  preceding  resolutions  would 
not  change  the  truth  of  facts,  and  that  the  publk: 
would  ultimately  decide  whether  the  Secretary's 
conduct  was  criminal  or  not  This,  said  Mr.  S., 
was  like  the  conduct  of  a  prosecutor,  who  having 
chosen  his  jurisdiction,  and  being  nonsuited,  wish- 
ed to  appeal  to  another  tribunal.  Why  were  the 
resolutions  brought  before  the  House!  Waa  it 
not  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  them  by  a  vote  ? 
And  had  the  prosecution  succeeded,  would  the 
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Secretary  have  had  an  appeal  to  the  public  ?  No ; 
the  resolutions  would  nave  been  sent  to  the  Pbb- 
8IDBVT,  and  the  Secretary  would  have  been  re- 
moved, disgraced,  and  rained  forever,  without 
appeal. 

Mr.  FivDLET  said :  Since  these  resolutions  were 
laid  on  the  table,  I  have,  upon  reflection,  been  con- 
vinced of  the  impropriety  of  connecting  it  with  the 
others,  or  of  treating  this  part  of  the  Semtaiy's  eon- 
duct  in  this  manner.  It  is  solely  in  the  power  of  this 
House  to  punish  all  contemptuous  or  indecent  treat- 
ment of  its  authority  or  orders ;  for  this  purpose,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  lay  our  opinions  in  this  way  be- 
fore the  public,  report  them  to  the  Prbsideht,  or 
make  them  a  foundation  of  impeachment.  We 
miffht  have  ordered  him  to  the  bar  of  this  House, 
and  obliged  him  to  make  proper  acknowledgments. 
I  have  known  some  high  in  oflSce  treated  in  this 
manner  for  infinitely  less  impropriety.  It  Is  true, 
in  the  case  to  which  I  allude,  I  thought  the  affair 
was  carried  too  far ;  the  offence  was  only  a  letter 
to  the  House  respecting  the  conduct  of  a  member, 
whom  the  officer  charged  with  making  free  with 
his  character  in  an  insidious  manner  among  the 
members.  I  would  be  sorry  to  see  this  House  pur- 
sue such  trifles.  Though  the  indecorum  of  the 
Secretary  to  this  House  is  of  a  higher  nature,  I 
think  it  is  best  to  treat  it  with  silent  contempt ;  I 
will  vote  against  this  resolution,  lest  it  should  be 
interpreted  as  a  relinquishment  of  our  authority  to 
punish  contempts. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  resolv- 
ed in  the  affirmative— yeas  34,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YxAs. — Ftaher  Ame«,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Elias  Boudiaot,  Sbeariashub  Bourne,  Benjamin 
Bourne,  Jonilthan  Dayton,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Fit£simoo«,  Eibridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Benja- 
mia  GKiodhue,  James  Gordon,  Thomas  Hartley,  James 
Hillhouse,  William  Hindman,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John 
Laurance,  Amasa  Learned,  George  Leonard,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Nathaniel 
Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Sterratt, 
Jonathan  Sturgea,  George  Thatcher,  Thomas  Tudor 
Tucker,  Artemas  Ward,  and  Huffh  Williamson. 

Niva — John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Wil- 
liam B.  Giles,  William  Barry  Grove,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  Nathaniel  Macon,  and  James  Madison. 


Saturday,  Maroh  2. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying 
his  report  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  Garanger,  on 
behalf  of  his  brother,  Charles  Garanger;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

Mr.  FiTzsofOHS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  stating  certain  inaccuracies  in  printing 
the  statements  communicated  by  his  first  and  se- 
cond Letters  lately  presented,  on  the  subject  of  Fo- 
reign loans,  and  expressing  a  wish  that  some  re- 
gulation may  be  adopted  to  enable  the  Head  of 
the  Treasury  Department  to  secure  the  fidelity 


and  correctness  of  the  printed  copies  of  the  lepona 
which  shall  hereafter  be  made  to  the  Ho«ie,aad 
shall  be  committed  to  the  press  by  their  order,  maAit 
a  report ;  which  was  twfee  read,  and  agreed  to  bf 
the  House,  as  follows : 


**  That  the  committee  have  examined  into  the  6i 
stances  stated  in  the  Letter,  and  find 

<<  That  the  standing  order  of  the  Clerk  of  tbb  Hoow 
to  the  printer,  is,  to  send  the  proof  sheets  of  all  repora 
and  statements  to  the  Department  from  whcDoe  th«y 
were  made^  and  that  this  practice  has  been  gencrallf 
followed. 

**  That  it  has  been  discontiuoed  dmvig  the  pr«seet 
•essien  (so  far  as  respects  the  Secretary  of  the  IVesao- 
ry)  from  an  opinion  of  the  printer,  that  the  deky  vlud^ 
the  examination  would  ooeasioo,  might  interfere  vitk 
the  intention  of  the  Houses  of  haTing  the  bosaeBi 
speedily  accomplished. 

"  It  did  not  appear  to  the  committee,  that  any  mae 
cessary  delay  haa  taken  place  at  the  ofiice  of  the  Cooik 
troller,  by  reason  of  the  examination  of  the  proof  tbeeu. 
nor  in  the  printer,  in  the  execution  of  his  bosincH. 

"  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  ndos- 
sary  for  them  to  recommend  any  new  regnlatioQ  &r  tbe 
future  execution  of  this  business;  but,  in  order  to  recti// 
the  errors  which  have  taken  place  in  the  printed  repora 
and  statements,  the  committee  recommend  the  foU«v 
ing  resolution : 

**  JUiolved,  That  there  be  printed  under  the  directia 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Ukree  bimdred  copies 
of  the  reports  and  statements  made  by  him  during  tk 
present  session,  and  that  the  same  be  delivered  to  tk 
Clerk  to  this  House." 

Re$ol9ei,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoose  of  S^ 
presentatives  shall  be  deemed  to  cootinae  in  offiee 
until  a  successor  be  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Doorkeeper  and  aasistiat 
Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  shsll 
be  deemed  to  continue  in  ofBce  until  anccesson  ts 
those  officers,  respectively,  be  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  thia  Hoaae  be  si- 
thorized  to  pay  to  Thomas  Clazton,  oat  of  uSe 
money  appropriated  to  defray  the  contingeRt  ei- 
penses  or  this  House,  the  sam  of  eighty  dolUrs,f<)r 
extra  services. 

The  House  resolved  itself  intf>  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  makinv  addition  to 
the  compensation  of  the  Auditor  of  Uie  Trcatsorr, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  repotted 
that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  bill  nodcr 
consideration,  and  made  several  amendments  there- 
to ;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  aaid  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  mjs 
17,  as  follows : 

YxAs. — Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Sheariashub  Bourne,  Beojs- 
min  Bourne,  Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Findley.  Tho- 
mas Fitasimons,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Ooodbae, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Philip  Key,  John  Laurence,  Richtrd 
Bland  Lee,  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  Willisia 
Vans  Murray,  Josiah  Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  John  Steele,  George  Thatcher,  Tboou 
Tudor  Tucker,  and  Francis  Willu. 
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Nata. — Abraham  Clark,  William  &  Giles,  James 
>nloa,  Christopher  Greenup,  William  Banj  GroTe, 
mes  Hillhouse,  Aaroa  Kitchell,  Samuel  LiTermore, 
athaniel  Ifooon,  Nathaniel  Ntles,  Alexander  D.  Orr, 
;ter  Sylvester,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges, 
riotnas  *  Sumpter,  Thomas  Tredwell,  and  Artemas 
'ard. 

Mr.  LjnrsHMORB,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
le  part  of  this  House  to  attend  the  conference 
ith  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
nendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses,  to 
le  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
ext  annual  meetinff  of  Congress,"  made  a  report ; 
rhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  mesnage  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
t\at  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
ct  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Thayer,**  with  an 
mendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
tf  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ncnt,  and,  the  same  being  read,  was  disagreed  to— 
reas  17,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

Teas. — ^Fisher  Ames,  Robert  Bsmwell,  Egbert  Ben- 
ion,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Nicholas 
jilman,  Andrew  Gregg,  Thomas  Hartley,  John  Lau- 
ranc«,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samuel  Livermore,  Josiah 
Parker,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  George 
rhatcher,  Thomas  Tkvdwell,  and  Francis  Willis. 

Nats.— Slias  Boudinot,  Abraham  GUrk,  William 
Findley,  Thomas  Fitxsimons,  Christopher  Greenup, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Daniel  Heister,  Aaron  Kitcheu, 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  James  Madison,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenbere,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Nathaniel  Niles,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Peter  Sylvester, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Steele,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Thomas 
Sumpter,  and  Hugh  Williamson. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Presidbht  of  the  Uihtbd  States  will,  on 
Monday  next,  take  the  oath  of  office  required  by  the 
Constitution,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  addition  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Resoloed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  Congress,  on  the  firet  Monday  of  January 
next,  the  number  of  stills  in  the  respective  districts, 
distinguishing  those  that  are  employed  in  distilling 
spirits  from  materials  of  the  growth  of  the  United 
States ;  and  also,  the  nett  product  of  revenue  aris- 
ing from  the  respective  Districts  and  States,  particu- 
larizing the  drawbacks,  and  distinguishing  the 
Foreign  from  American  materials,  and  the  product 
by  the  gallon,  month,  and  year.  Also,  the  number 
of  officers,  and  amount  of  their  salaries. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  seven  o'clock 
post  meridian. 

Eteitdio  Session — 1  p.  m. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue  to  him ;  also,  a  report  of  the  general 
state  of  the  revenue  on  stills,  and  on  spirits  distill- 
ed, within  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance 


of  the  order  of  this  House,  of  the  eighth  of  May 
last ;  which  were  rpad,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

drdered.  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  direct- 
ed to  suffer  such  persons  as  have  given  in  state- 
ments of  their  public  conduct,  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquue  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of 
the  expedition  under  General  St  Clair,  to  take 
copies  of  all  or  any  such  statements. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  making  farther  pro- 
vision for  securing  and  collectinpf  the  duties  on 
Foreign  and  Domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  wines, 
and  teas;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  said  bill. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  re- 
ports on  sundry  petitions ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  having  completed  the  Legislative 
business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  adjourn. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  BouDniOT,  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
and  Mr.  Hirdmar,  be  appointed  a  committee,  joint- 
ly, with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn 
without  day,  unless  he  may  have  any  fiirther  com- 
munications to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of  Congress, 
and  have  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose, 
on  their  part 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

**  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives be  presented  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  in 
testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the 
Chair,  and  in  the  execution  of  the  difficult  and  im- 
portant trust  reposed  in  him,  as  Speaker  of  the 
said  House,'* 

It  was  resolved  unanimously :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Speaker  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the 
House,  in  manner  following : 

"  Gkntlxmkn  :  Tou  have  made  me  very  happy  by 
this  testimony  of  your  approbation  of  m^  conduct  in  the 
Chair.  I  feel,  at  the  same  time,  an  additional  pleasure 
in  the  opportunity  of  rendering  to  you  my  sincere  ac- 
knowledgments n>r  the  kind  candor  and  indulgence,  as 
well  as  the  constant  aid  and  support,  which  I  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  performance  of  the  duty  which  you 
were  pleased  to  assign  me.  Be  assured,  gentlemen,  I 
shall  ever  retain  a  grateful  sense  of  your  goodness — 
and  you  will  suffer  me  to  add,  that  my  best  wishes  for 
your  welfare  and  happiness,  in  public  and  private  life, 
wiU  attend  each  member  of  this  honorable  oody." 

Mr.  Boudinot,  from  the  Johit  Committee  appoin- 
ted to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of 
Congress,  reported  that  the  Committee  had  per- 
formed that  duty,  and  that  the  President  was 
pleased  to  say  he  had  no  farther  communication  to 
make  during  the  present  session :  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  tine  die. 
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OOMPRIBnrO  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOOUMENTS  ORIOIKATIKO  DUROrO  THAT  OOK- 

ORESS,  AND  THE  PdBLIO  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


• 

Trxasurt  DxPARTiaarr,  Nor.  4, 1791. 

Sib:  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
Report  to  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  accom- 
panjing  certain  estimates  of  sums  necessary  to  be 
appropriated  for  various  objects  therein  specified, 
including  the  service  of  the  year  1792. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Seeretary  of  the  Trtaaury, 
Hon.  JoH ATHAH  Tbumbull,  Esq., 
Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  BtpresentatiMe. 

ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  respectftiny  re- 
ports to  the  House  of  Representatives  Uie  Esti- 
mates herewith  transmitted,  Nos.  1,  2,  8,  and  4 : 
The  first  relating  to  the  Civil  List,  or  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  support  of  Government  during  the 
year  1792,  (including  incidental  and  contingent 
expenses  of  the  several  Departments  and  offices,) 
amounting  to      -         -         -     $328,658  66 
The  second  relating  to  certain  li- 
quidated claims  upon  the  Trea- 
sury; to  certain  defidencies  in 
former  estimates  for  the  current 
service,  and  to  a  provision  in  aid 
of  the  fund  heretofore  appropri- 
ated for  the  payment  of  certain 
officers  of  toe  Courts,  jurors, 
witnesses,  Ac     -         -         -      197,119  49 
The  third  relating  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  showing  the  stated 
expenditure  of  that  Department 
for  the  year  1792  -         -      857,781  61 

The  amount  of  a  year's  pensions 

to  invalids  -         -         -        87,468  60} 

Pay  and  subsistence  to  sundry  offi- 
cers, for  which  no  appropriation 
has  yet  been  made  -  *  10,490  86 
Arrearages  due  upon  Indian  Affiurs 
for  the  year  1791,  and  the  sum 
supposed  to  be  necessary  for  the 
year  1792  -         -         -         89,424  71 

^penses  incurred  for  the  defen- 
fii?e  protection  of  the  fi-ontiers 
for  the  years  1790  and  1791,  and 
for  which  no  appropriation  has 
yet  been  made   -         -         -         87,889  48 


Tottl 


-  $1,058,222  81} 


As  appears  by  No.  4,  which  contains  a  sum- 
mary of  the  three  preceding  ones — exhibiting  in 
one  view  the  total  sum  as  above  stated,  for  which 
an  appropriation  is  requisite. 

The  funds  out  of  which  the  said  appropriation 
may  be  made  are,  first,  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  reserved  annually  out  of  the  du- 
ties on  Imports  and  Tonnage,  by  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  support  of  the  Government  thereof;  and,  se- 
condly, such  surplus  as  shall  have  accrued  to  the 
end  of  the  present  year  upon  the  revenues  hereto- 
fore established,  over  and  above  the  sums  neces- 
sarv  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  Public 
Debt  during  the  same  year,  and  for  the  satisfying 
of  other  prior  appropriations. 

Judging  from  the  returns  heretofore  received  at 
the  Treasury,  there  is  good  ground  to  conclude 
that  that  surplus  together  with  the  above  men- 
tioned sum  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  will 
be  adequate  to  the  obieci 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Seeretary  <ifthe  Treaeury. 

OBNBRAL    KSTIHATB    rOB     THB    8BBVICBS    OF     THB 

BN8CI1IO  TBAB. 

CIVIL  LIST. 

For  compensation  to  the  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Chief  Justice, 
and  Associate  Judges  $51,600 

Ditto  to  the  District 
Judges         -         -     21,800 

Members  of  the  Se- 
nate, House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  their 
officers         -         -  129,780 

Treasury     Department     60,800 

Department  of  State   -       6,800 

Department  of  War     -       9,600 

Board  of  Commission- 
ers    -         -         -     18,100 

Government  of  the 
Western  Territory  -     11,000 

Grant  to  Baron  Steu- 
ben     -         -       -       2,500 

Pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government       2,767  78 

Incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the 
CivU  List  establish- 
ment -         -     20,655  88 

$828,658  56 
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£tHmaie9  of  Appropriaiiaiu, 


EXTRAORDINARIES. 

For  dischtrging  certain 
liquidated  ciaimB  on 
the  United  States    -  117,625  70 

To  making  good  defi- 
ciendes  in  the  Cifil 
List  esUblishment  -     49,048  79 

Clerks  of  Courts,  ju- 
rors, witnesses,  &g.  -      6,000 

Maintenance  of  light- 
houses and  repairs  -     16,000 

Keeping  prisoners       -       4,000 

Arranging  the  public 
securities      -         -       9,450 

Purchase  of  hydrome- 
ters   -         -         -       1,000 

Building  and  equipping 
ten  cutters  -         -      2,000 


$197,119  49 


WAR  DEPABTMKNT. 

Stated  annual  expenses  857,781  61 
Annual    allowance    to 

invalids         -         *-  87,468  601 
For    former     deficient 

appropriations         -  47,829  84 
Indian  Department     -  89,424  71 


^^^ 


$582,449  76i 


Total 


-       $1,058,222  81} 


Tbbasubt  DlPARTICraT, 

RegiMim^9  Qffiae,  ITov.  4, 1791. 

JOSEPH  NOUBSB,  JSeffuter. 


REPORT  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

Hie  SaoaiTAaT  or  thx  TaKASuaT,  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  Home  of  RepreientatiYes  of  the  16th  day 
of  January,  1790,  has  applied  his  atteotiou,  at  as  early 
a  period  as  his  other  duties  would  permit,  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Maoufactures;  aod  particularly  to  the  means 
of  promoUng  such  as  will  tend  to  render  the  United 
States  independent  of  Foreign  Nations,  for  military 
and  other  essential  supplies.  And  he  thereupon  re- 
spectfully submits  the  following  Report: 

The  expediency  of  encoun^ng  manufactures 
in  the  United  States,  which  was  not  long  since 
deemed  very  questionable,  appears  at  this  time  to 
be  pretty  generally  admitted.  The  embarrassments 
which  baye  obstructed  the  progress  of  our  exter- 
nal  trade,  have  led  to  serious  reflections  on  the 
necessity  of  enlai^ng  the  sphere  of  our  domestic 
commerce:  the  restnctiTe  regulations,  which  in 
foreini  markets  abridge  the  yent  of  the  increasing 
surplus  of  our  agricultural  produce,  serre  to  b^et 
an  earnest  desire  that  a  more  extensile  demand 
for  that  surplus  may  be  created  at  home.  And  the 
complete  success  which  has  rewarded  manufac- 
turing enterprise,  in  some  valuable  branches,  con- 
spiring with  the  promising  symptoms  which  at- 
tend some  less  mature  essays  in  others,  Justify  a 
hope  that  the  obstacles  to  the  growth  of  this  spe- 
cies of  industry  are  less  formidable  than  they  were 


apprehended  to  be;  and  that  it  is  not  difficult  to 
find,  in  its  further  extension,  a  full  indemnificatiQQ 
for  any  external  disadvantages  which  are  or  naj 
be  experienced,  as  well  as  an  accession  of  resoarDei 
fiiYorable  to  national  independence  and  safety. 

There  still  are,  nerertbeless,  respectable  patroot 
of  opinions,  unfriendly  to  the  encouragement  d 
manufactures.  The  following  are,  subetantidlf, 
the  arguments  by  which  these  opiniooa  are  de- 
fended : 

"In  erery  country,  (say  those  who  entertua 
them,)  agriculture  is  the  most  benefidal  and  pro- 
ductive  object  of  human  industry.  This  poatioQ, 
generally,  if  not  universally  true,  applies  with  pe- 
culiar emphasis  to  the  United  States,  on  acccNut 
of  their  immense  tracts  of  fertile  territory,  onin- 
habited  and  unimproved.  Nothing  can  anerd  so 
advantageous  an  employment  for  capital  and  labor, 
as  the  conversion  of  this  extensive  wilderness  into 
cultivated  fiirma.  Nothing,  equally  with  this,  csn 
contribute  to  the  population,  strength,  and  reil 
riches  of  the  country.** 

"  To  endeavor,  by  the  extraordinary  patrons^ 
of  Government,  to  accelerate  the  growth  of  na- 
nufikctures,  is,  in  &ct,  to  endeavor,  by  force  and 
art,  to  transfer  the  natural  current  of  industry  from 
a  more  to  a  less  beneficial  channeL  Whatever 
has  such  a  tendency,  must  necessarily  be  unwise : 
indeed  it  can  hardly  ever  be  wise  in  m  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  to  give  a  direction  to  the  indus- 
try of  its  citizens.  This,  under  the  quick-sighted 
^idance  of  private  interest,  will,  if  left  to  itself 
mlalUbly  find  its  own  way  to  the  most  profitable 
employment ;  and  it  is  by  such  emplojrnient  that 
the  public  prosperity  will  be  most  effect ually  pro- 
moted. To  leave  industry  to  itselQ  therei<»t,  is, 
in  almost  every  case,  the  soundest  as  well  as  the 
simplest  policy." 

**This  policy  is  not  only  recommended  to  tk 
United  States  by  considerations  which  affect  all 
nations;  it  is,  in  a  manner,  dictated  to  them  bj 
the  imperious  force  of  a  very  peculiar  sitnatioQ. 
The  smallness  of  their  population,  compared  with 
their  territory ;  the  constant  allureaients  to  emi- 
gration from  the  settled  to  the  unsettled  parts  of 
the  country ;  the  facility  with  which  the  less  in- 
dependent condition  of  an  artisan  can  be  exchanged 
for  the  more  independent  condition  of  a  &rmer; 
these,  and  similar  causes,  conspire  to  produce,  and 
for  a  length  of  time  must  continue  to  occasioii,  a 
scarcity  of  hands  for  manufacturing  occupation, 
and  deamess  of  iabor  generally.  To  these  disad- 
vantages for  the  prosecution  of  manufectores,  a 
deficiency  of  pecuniary  capital  being  added,  the 
prospect  of  a  successful  competition  with  the  ma- 
nufiictures  of  Europe  must  be  regarded  as  little 
less  than  desperate.  Extensive  manu&cturts  can 
only  be  the  ofbpring  of  a  redundant,  at  lesst  of  a 
full  population.  Until  the  latter  shall  characterize 
the  situation  of  this  country,  it  is  vain  to  hope  for 
the  former." 

**  If,  contrary  to  the  natural  course  of  things,  an 
unseasonable  and  premature  sprii^  can  be  girea 
to  certain  fobrics  by  heavy  duties,  prohibitioos, 
bounties,  or  by  other  forced  expedients^  this  wiO 
only  be  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  oommooitj 
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to  those  of  particalar  dattei.  Besides  the  miadi- 
rection  of  labor,  a  Tirtiutl  nooopoly  will  be  given 
to  the  pereoiiB  employed  on  such  fabrics;  and  an 
enhancement  of  price,  the  ineritable  consequence  of 
erery  monopoly,  must  be  defrayed  at  the  expense 
of  the  other  pitrts  of  the  sode^.  It  is  iar  prefer* 
able  that  those  persons  should  be  engaged  in  the 
cultiTation  of  the  earth,  and  that  we  should  procure, 
in  exchange  for  its  productions,  the  commodides 
with  which  foreigners  are  able  to  supply  us  in 
greater  perleotion,  and  upon  better  terms.** 

This  mode  of  reasoning  is  founded  upon  facts 
and  principles  which  have  certainly  respectable 
pretensions.  If  it  had  goTemed  the  conduct  of 
nations  more  generally  than  it  has  done,  there  is 
room  to  suppose  that  it  might  have  carried  them 
fiater  to  prosperity  and  greatness,  than  they  have 
attained  by  the  pursuit  of  maxims  too  widely  op« 
poeite.  Most  general  theories,  howerer,  admit  of 
numerous  exceptions ;  and  there  are  few,  if  any, 
of  the  political  kind,  which  do  not  blend  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  error  with  the  truths  they  in- 
enlcatft 

In  order  to  an  accurate  Judgment  how  far  that 
which  has  been  just  stated  ought  to  be  deemed  li- 
able to  similar  imputation,  it  is  necessary  to  advert 
carefully  to  the  considerations  which  plead  in  fayor 
of  manulactures,  and  which  appear  to  recommend 
the  special  and  positive  encouragement  of  them  in 
certain  cases,  and  under  certain  reasonable  'limita- 
^tions. 

It  ought  readily  to  be  conceded  that  the  cultiva- 
tion of  Uie  earth,  as  the  primary  and  most  certain 
source  of  national  supply ;  as  the  immediate  and 
chief  source  of  subsistence  to  man ;  as  the  principal 
source  of  those  materials  which  constitute  the  nu- 
triment of  other  kinds  of  labor ;  as  including  a  stote 
most  fiivorable  to  the  freedom  and  independence  of 
the  human  mind ;  one,  perhaps,  most  conducive  to 
the  multiplication  of  the  human  species;  has  intrin- 
sically a  strong  claim  to  pre-eminence  over  every 
other  kind  of  industry. 
Bat,  that  it  has  a' title  to  anything  like  anex- 
I   elusive  predilection,  in  any  country,  ought  to  be 
admitted  with  great  caution.      That  it  is  ^  even 
more  productive  than  every  branch  of  industry, 
requires  more  evidence  than  has  yet  been  given 
in  support  of  the  position.    That  its  real  interests, 
precious  and  important  as  without  the  help  of 
exaggeration  they  truly  are,  will  be  advancea  ra- 
ther than  injured  by  the  due  encouragement  of 
manu&ctiirea,  may,  it  is  believed,  be  satisfiictorily 
demonstrated.    And  it  is  also  believed,  that  the 
expediency  of  such  encouragement,  in  a  general 
view,  may  be  shown  to  be  recommended  by  the 
most  cogent  and  persuasive  motives  of  natk>nal 
policy. 

It  has  been  mainteined  that  agriculture  is  not 
ooly  the  most  productive,  but  the  only  productive 
species  of  industrv.  The  reality  of  this  suggestion, 
m  either  respect,  has,  however,  not  been  verified  by 
^7  accurate  detail  of  facts  and  ealcuUtions;  and 
the  general  arguments,  which  are  adduced  to  prove 
^^  are  rather  subtle  and  paradoxical  than  solid  or 
convincing.  Those  which  maintein  its  exclusive 
productiveness  are  to  this  effect: 


Labor  bestowed  upon  the  culdvation  of  land,  pro-  \ 
duces  enough  not  only  to  replace  all  the  necessary  \ 
expenses  incurred  in  the  business,  and  to  maintain  ; 
the  persons  who  are  employed  in  it,  but  to  afford,  • 
together  with  the  ordinary  profit  on  the  stock  or  | 
capital  of  the  fiirmer,  a  nett  surplus  or  rent  for  the 
landlord  or  proprietor  of  the  soiL    But  the  lalxir 
of  artificers  does  nothing  more  than  replace  tne 
stock  which  employs  then,  or  which  furnishes  ma* 
terials,  toob,  and  wages,  and  yield  the  ordinaiy 
profit  upon  that  stock.    It  yields  nothing  equiva- 
lent to  the  rent  of  land.    Neither  does  it  add  any- 
thing to  the  totol  value  of  the  whole  annual  pro- 
duce of  the  land  and  labor  of  the  country.    The 
additional  value  given  to  those  parts  of  the  produce 
of  land  which  are  wrought  into  mannftctures,  is 
counterbalanced  by  the  value  of  those  other  parts 
of  that  produce,  which  are  oonsomed  by  the  manu« 
iacturers.    It  can  therefore  only  be  ij  saving  or 
parsimony,  not  by  the  positive  productiveness  of 
their  lab^M*,  that  the  classes  of  artificers  can  in  any 
degree  augment  the  revenue  of  the  society.    To 
this  it  has  been  answered — 

1.  "  That,  inasmuch  as  it  is  acknowledged  that 
manufacturing  labor  reproduces  a  value  equal  to 
that  which  is  expended  or  consumed  in  carrying 
it  on,  and  continues  in  existence  the  original  stock 
or  capital  employed,  it  ought,  on  that  account 
alone,  to  escape  being  considered  as  wholly  un- 
productive :  that  though  it  should  be  admitted,  as 
alleged,  that  the  consumption  of  the  produce  of 
the  soil  by  the  classes  of  artificers  or  manufiustur- 
era  is  exactly  equal  to  the  Talue  added  by  their 
labor  to  the  materials  upon  which  it  is  exerted, 
yet  it  would  not  thence  follow  that  it  added  no- 
thing to  the  revenue  of  the  sodety,  or  to  the  ag- 
gregate value  of  the  annual  produce  of  its  land 
and  labor.  If  the  consumption  for  any  given  pe« 
riod  amounted  to  a  given  sum,  aiMi  the  mcreased 
value  of  the  produce  manu&ctured  in  the  same  pe« 
riod  to  a  like  sum,  the  total  amount  of  the  consump- 
tion and  productioo  during  that  period  would  be 
equal  to  the  two  sums,  and  consequently  double  the 
value  of  the  Agricultural  produce  consumed.  And 
though  the  increment  of  value  produced  by  the 
classes  of  artificera  should  at  no^  time  exceed  the 
value  of  the  produce  of  the  knd  consumed  by  them, 
yet  there  would  be  at  everr  moment,  in  consequence 
of  their  labor,  a  greater  value  of  goods  in  the  maricet 
than  would  exist  independent  of  it" 

2.  "  That  the  position,  that  artificera  can  aug^ 
ment  the  revenue  of  a  societv  only  by  paraimony,  is 
true  in  no  other  sense  than  m  one  which  is  equally 
applicable  to  husbandmen  or  cultivators.  It  may 
be  alike  affirmed,  of  all  these  dassea,  tiiat  the  fond 
acquired  by  their  labor  and  destined  for  their  sup- 
port, is  not,  in  an  ordinarr  way,  more  than  equal  to 
it.  And  hence  it  will  follow  that  augmentetions  of 
the  wealth  or  capital  of  the  oommunity  (exo^t  in 
the  instences  of  some  extraordinary  ducteritr  or 
skill)  can  only  proceed,  with  respect  to  anr  of  them, 
from  the  savings  of  the  more  thrifty  and  parsimo- 
nions.** 

8.  '*  That  the  annual  produce  of  the  knd  and 
labor  of  a  country  can  only,  be  increased  in  two 
ways,  by  some  improvement  in  the  productive 
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powers  of  the  useful  labor  which  sctuallj  exists 
within  it,  or  by  some  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
such  labor.  That  with  regard  to  the  flrsti  the  labor 
of  artificers  being  capable  of  greater  subdivision 
and  simplicity  of  operation  than  that  of  cultivators, 
it  is  susceptible,  in  a  proportionably  greater  degree, 
of  improvement  in  its  productive  powers,  whether 
to  be  derived  from  an  accession  of  skill,  or  from 
the  application  of  ingenious  machinery ;  in  which 
particular,  therefore,  the  labor  employed  in  the 
culture  of  land  can  pretend  to  no  advantage  over 
that  engi^ed  in  manufactures.  That  with  regard 
to  an  augmentation  of  the  quantity  of  Useful  labor, 
this  (excluding  adventitious  circumstances)  must 
depend  essentiflly  upon  an  increase  of  capital; 
which,  again,  must  depend  upon  the  savings  made 
out  of  the  revenues  of  those  who  furnish  or  man- 
age that  which  is  at  any  time  employed,  whether 
in  agriculture  or  in  manufiictures,  or  in  any  other 
way?' 

But,  while  the  exclusive  productiveness  of  agri- 
cultural labor  has  been  thus  denied  and  refuted,  the 
superiority  of  its  productiveness  has  been  conceded 
without  hesitation.  As  this  concession  involves  a 
point  of  considerable  magnitude  in  relation  to  max- 
ims of  public  administration,  the  grounds  on  which 
it  rests  are  worthy  of  a  distinct  and  particular  exa- 
mination. 

One  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  in  support  of 
the  idea,  may  be  pronounced  both  quaint  and  su- 
perficial ;  it  amounts  to  this :  That  in  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil  Nature  co-operates  with  man,  and 
that  the  efiect  of  their  joint  labor  must  be  greater 
than  that  of  the  labor  of  man  alone.  This,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  being  a  necessary  inference.  It  is 
very  conceivable,  that  the  labor  of  man  alone,  laid 
out  upon  a  work  requiring  great  skill  and  art  tp 
bring  it  to  perfection,  may  be  more  productive,  in 
value,  than  the  labor  of  Nature  and  man  combined,' 
when  directed  towards  more  simple  operations  and 
objects :  and  when  it  is  recollected  to  what  an  ex- 
tent the  agency  of  Nature,  in  the  application  of  the 
mechanical  powers,  is  made  auxiliary  to  the  prose- 
cution of  manufi^tures,  the  suggestion  which  has 
been  noticed  loses  even  the  appearance  of  plausi- 
bility. 

It  might  also  be  observed,  with  a  contrary  view, 
that  the  labor  employed  in  agriculture  is  in  a 
f;reat  measure  periodiod  and  occasional,  depend* 
inf  on  seasons  liable  to  various  and  long  inter- 
missions; while  that  occupied  in  many  manufoc- 
tures  is  constant  and  regular,  extending  through 
the  year,  embracing,  in  some  instances,  night  as 
well  as  day.  It  is  also  probable  that  there  are, 
among  the  cultivators  of  land,  more  examples  of 
remissness  than  among  artificers.  The  &rmer, 
from  the  peculiar  fertility  of  his  land,  or  some 
other  favorable  circumstance,  may  frequently  ob- 
tain a  livelihood,  even  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  carelessness  in  the  mode  of  cultivation ;  but  the 
artisan  can  with  difficulty  effect  the  aame  object, 
without  exerting  himself  pretty  equally  with  all 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit  And 
if  it  may  likewise  be  assumed*  as  a  fact  that  ma- 
nufactures open  a  wider  field  to  exertions  of  inge- 
nuity than  agriculture,  it  would  not  be  a  strained 


conjecture,  that  the  labor  employed  in  the  fonDcr 
being  at  once  more  constant  more  uniform,  and 
more  ingenious,  than  that  which  is  employed  ia 
the  latter,  will  be  found  at  the  same  time  more 
productive.  But  it  is  not  meant  to  lay  stress  <m 
observations  of  this  nature;  they  ought  only  to 
serve  as  a  counterbalance  to  those  of  a  similar 
complexion.  Circumstances  so  vague  and  general, 
as  weU  as  so  abstract,  can  afford  little  instructioo 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 

Another,  and  that  which  seems  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal argument  offered  for  the  superior  product- 
iveness of  agricultural  labor,  turns  upon  the  alle- 
gation that  labor  employed  on  manufiustnres  yields 
nothing  equivalent  to  the  rent  of  land  ;  or  to  that 
nett  surplus,  as  it  is  called,  which  accrues  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  soil.  But  this  distinction,  im- 
portant as  it  has  been  deemed,  appears  rather  ver- 
bal than  substantial.  It  is  easily  discernible  that 
what,  in  the  first  instance,  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
under  the  denominations  of  the  ordinary  profit  of 
the  stock  of  the  farmer  and  rent  to  the  landlord, 
is,  in  the  second  instance,  united,  under  the  general 
appellation  of  the  ordinary  profit  on  the  stock  of 
the  undertaker;  and  that  this  formal  or  verbal  dis- 
tribution constitutes  the  whole  difference  in  the 
two  cases.  It  seems  to  have  been  overiooked  that 
the  land  is,  itself  a  stock  or  ci^ital,  advanced  or 
lent  by  its  owner  to  the  occupier  or  tenant,  and 
that  the  rent  he  receives  is  only  the  ordinary  profit 
of  a  certain  stock  in  land,  not  managed  by  the  pro- 
prietor himself,  but  by  another  to  whom  he  lends 
or  lets  it,  and  who,  on  his  part,  advances  a  second 
capital  to  stock  and  improve  the  land,  upon  which 
he  also  receives  the  usual  profit  The  rent  of  the 
landlord  ai|d  the  profit  of  the  farmer,  are,  there- 
fore, nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  profits  of  two 
capitals,  belonging  to  two  different  persons^  and 
united  in  the  cultivation  of  a  farm.  As  in  the 
other  case;  the  surplus  which  arises  upon  any 
manufiictory,  after  replacing  the  expenses  of  car- 
rying it  on,  answers  to  the  ordinary  profits  of  one 
or  more  capitals  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of 
such  manufactory :  it  is  said  one  or  more  capitals, 
because,  in  fact,  the  same  thing  which  is  contem- 
plated in  the  case  of  the  farm,  sometimes  happens 
in  that  of  a  manufactory.  There  is  one  who  fa^ 
nishes  a  part  of  the  capital,  or  lends  a  part  of  the 
money  by  which  it  is  carried  on,  and  another  who 
carries  it  t>n,  with  the  addition  of  his  own  capital 
Out  of  the  surplus  which  remains  after  defraying; 
expenses,  an  interest  is  paid  to  the  money-lender 
for  the  portion  of  the  capital  fiimisbed  by  him, 
which  exactly  agrees  with  the  rent  paid  to  the 
landlord ;  and  the  residue  of  that  surplus  consti- 
tutes the  profit  of  the  undertaker  or  nkanu&cturer, 
and  agrees  with  what  is  denominated  the  ordinary 
profits  on  the  stock  of  the  fSurmer.  Both  together 
make  the  ordinary  profits  of  two  capitals  employed 
in  a  manufactory ;  as,  in  the  other  case,  the  rent 
of  the  landlord  and  the  revenue  of  the  former  com- 
pose the  ordinary  profits  of  two  capitals  employed 
m  the  cultivation  of  a  fiirm.  The  rent,  therefore, 
accruing  to  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  frr  from 
being  a  criterion  of  exclusive  productiveness,  as 
has  been  argued,  is  no  criterion  even  of  superior 
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prodactiyeness.  Tbe  queation  mttst^stjll  beprhe- 
ther  the  surplus,  after  defray  Irtg^expensea  of  a 
given  capitai^aplftyM  in  the  purchase  and  im- 
proTement  of  a  piece  of  lMi<!,_j8^eftJEsr/iaf  71^ 
than  that  of  a  like  <*Apital'  pfnpinyj*^}  in  thejprpse- 
cation  of  a  manufactory  f  or  whether  the  whole 
value  produced  from  a  given  capital  and  a  given 
quantity  of  labor,  employed  in  one  way,  be  greater 
or  less  thsn  the  whole  value  produced  from  an 
equal  capital  and  an  equal  quantity  of  labor  em- 
ployed in  the  other  way?  or,  rather,  perhaps, 
whether  the  business  of  agriculture  or  that  of 
manufactures  will  yield  the  greatest  product,  ac- 
cording to  a  compound  ratio  of  the  quantity  of  the 
capital  and  the  quantity  of  labor,  which  are  em- 
ployed in  the  one  or  in  the  other! 

The  solution  of  cither  of  these  questions  is  not 
eaf;y;  it  involves  numerous  and  complicated  de- 
tails, depending  on  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
objects  to  be  compared.    It  is  not  known  that  the 
comparison  has  ever  yet  been  made  upon  suflS- 
eient  data  properly  ascertained  and  analyzed.    To 
be  able  to  make  it  on  the  present  occasion,  with 
satisfactory  precision,  would  demand  more  pre- 
vious inquiry  and  investigation  than  there  has 
been  hitherto  either  leisure  or  opportunity  to  ac- 
complish.    Some  essays,  however,  have  been  made, 
towards  acquiring  the  requisite  information,  which 
luive  rather  served  to  throw  doubt  upon  than  to 
confirm  the  hypothesis  under  examination.     But 
it  ought  to  be  acknowledged  that  they  have  been 
too  little  diversified,  and  are  too  imperfect,  to  au- 
thorize a  definitive  conclusion  either  way ;  leading 
rather  to  probable  conjecture  than  to  certain  de- 
duction.   They  render  it  probable,  that  there  are 
various  branches  of  manufactures  in  which  a  given 
capital  will  yield  a  greater  total  product,  and  a 
considerably  greater  nett  product,  than  an  equal 
capital  invest^  in  the  purchase  and  improvement 
of  lands;  and  that  there  are  also  some  branches  in 
which  both  the  gross  and  the  nett  produce  will 
exceed  that  of  agricultural  industry,  according  to 
a  compound  ratio  of  capital  and  labor.    But  it  is 
on  this  last  point  that  there  appears  to  be  the 
potest  room  for  doubt     It  is  far  less  difficult  to 
infer,  generally,  that  the  nett  produce  of  capital 
engaged  in  manufacturing  enterprises  is  greater 
than  that  of  capital  engaged  in  agriculture. 
^      The  foregoing  suggestions  are  not  designed  to 
mculcate  an  opinion  that  manufacturing  industry 
is  inore  productive  than  that  of  agriculture.    They 
u%  intended  rather  to  show  that  3ie  reverse  of  this 
proposition  is  not  ascertained ;  that  the  general  ar- 
!;Qnients  which  are  brought  to  establish  it  are  not 
(satisfactory ;  and,  consequently,  that  a  supposition 
pf  the  superior  productiveness  of  tillage  ought  to 
be  no  obstacle  to  listening  to  any  substantial  in- 
Qucements  to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
which  may  be  otherwise  perceived  to  exist,  through 
^n  apprehension  that  they  may  have  a  tendency 
w>  divert  labor  from  a  more  to  a  less  profitable 
^ployment    It  is  extremely  probable,  that,  on  a 
IJI'l  and  accurate  development  of  the  matter,  on 
the  ground  of  fiust  and  calculation,  it  would  be- 
^vscovered  that  there  is  no  material  difference  be 
tween  the  aggregate  productivenesB  of  the  one  and 


of  the  other  kind  of  industry ;  and  that  the  pro- 
priety of  the  encouragements  which  may  in  any 
case  be  proposed  to  be  given  to  either,  ought  to  be 
determined  upon  considerations  irrelative  to  any 
comparison  of  that  nature. 

But,  wiUiout  contending  for  the  superior  pro- 
ductiveness of  manufiu^ring  industry,  it  may  con- 
duce to  a  better  judgment  of  the  policy  which 
ought  to  be  pursued  respecting  ite  encouragement, 
to  contemplate  the  subject  under  some  additional 
aspects,  tending  not  only  to  confirm  the  idea  that 
this  kind  of  industry  has  been  improperly  repre- 
sented as  unproductive  in  itself,  but  to  evince,  in 
addition,  that  the  establishment  and  diffusion  of 
manu&ctures  have  the  effect  of  rendering  the  total 
mass  of  useful  and  productive  labor,  in  a  commu- 
nity, greater  than  it  would  otherwise  be.  In  pro- 
secuting this  discussion,  it  may  be  necessary  briefly 
to  resume  and  review  some  of  the  topics  which 
have  been  already  touched. 

To  affirm  that  the  labor  of  the  manu&cturer  is 
unproductive,  because  he  consumes  as  much  of 
the  produce  of  land  as  he  adds  value  to  the  raw 
materials  which  he  manufactures,  is  not  better 
founded  than  it  would  be  to  affirm  that  the  labor 
of  the  farmer,  which  furnishes  materials  to  the 
manufacturer,  is   unproductive,  because   he  con- 
sumes an  equal  value  of  mann&ctured  articles. 
Eich  furnishes  a  certain  portion  of  the  produce  of 
his  labor  to  the  other,  and  each  destroys  a  corre- 
spondent portion  of  the  produce  of  the  labor  of 
the  other.     In  the  mean  time,  the  maintenance  of 
two  citizens,  instead  of  one,  is  going  on ;  the  State 
has  two  members,  instead  of  one ;  and  they  to- 
gether consume  twice  the  value  of  what  is  pro- 
duced from  the  land.    If,  instead  of  a  &rmer  and 
artificer,  there  were  a  farmer  only,  he  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  devoting  a  part  of  his  labor 
to  the  fabrication  of  clothing  and  other  articles, 
which  he  would  procure  of  the  artificer,  in  the 
case  of  there  being  such  a  person,  and  of  course 
he  would  be  able  to  devote  less  labor  to  the  culti- 
vation of  his  farm,  and  would  draw  from  it  a  pro- 
portionably  less  product    The  whole  quantity  of 
production,  in  this  state  of  things,  in  provisions, 
raw  materials,  and  manufactures,  would  certainly 
not  exceed  in  value  the  amount  of  what  would  be 
produced  in  provisions  and  raw  nuiterials  only,  if 
there  were   an    artificer  as  well    as   a   farmer. 
Again :  if  there  were  both  an  artificer  and  a  fiurmer, 
the  latter  would  be  left  at  liberty  to  pursue  ex- 
clusively the  cultivation  of  his  &rm.    A  greater 
quantity  of  provisions  and  raw  materials  would 
of  course  be  produced,  equal,  at  least,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  pro- 
visions, raw  materials,  and  manufactures,  which 
would  exist  on  a  contrary  supposition.    The  arti- 
ficer, at  the  same  time,  would  be  going  on  in  the 
production  of  manufiMstured  commodities,  to  an 
amount  sufficient  not  only  to  repay  the  fiirmer  in 
those  commodities  for  the  provisions  and  mate- 
rials which  were  procured  from  him,  but  to  fbr- 
nish  the  artificer  himself  with  a  supply  of  similar 
commodities  for  his  own  use.    Thus,  then,  there 
would  be  two  quantities  or  values  in  existence, 
instead  of  one ;  and  the  revenue  and  consumption 
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would  be  double  in  one  cue  what  it  would  be  in 
the  other. 

If,  in  place  of  both  these  suppositionB,  there 
were  supposed  to  be  two  (krmers  and  no  artificer, 
each  of  whom  applied  a  part  of  his  labor  to  the 
culture  of  land,  and  another  part  to  the  fabrication 
of  manuftustures ;  in  this  case,  the  portion  of  the 
labor  of  both  bestowed  upon  land  would  produce 
the  same  quantity  of  proTisions  and  raw  materials 
only,  as  would  be  produced  by  the  entire  sum  of 
the  labor  of  one  applied  in  the  same  manner,  and 
the  portion  of  the  labor  of  both  bestowed  upon 
manufactures,  would  produce  the  same  quantities 
of  manu&ctures  only,  as  would  be  produced  by  the 
entire  sum  of  the  labor  of  one  applied  in  the  same 
manner.  Hence,  the  produce  of  the  labor  of  the 
two  farmers  would  not  be  greater  than  the  pro- 
duce of  the  labor  of  the  former  and  artificer ;  and 
hence  it  results,  that  the  labor  of  the  artificer  is  as 
positively  productive  as  that  of  the  farmer,  and, 
as  positively,  augments  the  revenue  of  the  so- 
ciety. 

The  labor  of  the  artificer  replaces  to  the  farmer 
that  portion  of  his  labor  with  which  he  provides 
the  materials  of  exchange  with  the  artificer,  and 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  compelled 
to  apply  to  manufactures ;  and  while  the  artificer 
thus  enables  the  farmer  to  enlarge  his  stock  of  ag^ 
ricultural  industry,  a  portion  of  which  he  pur- 
chases for  his  own  use,  he  also  supplies  himself 
with  the  manufactured  articles  of  which  he  stands 
in  need.  He  does  still  more ;  besides  this  equiva- 
lent, which  he  gives  for  the  portion  of  agricultural 
labor  consumed  by  him,  and  this  supply  of  manu- 
factured commodities  for  his  own  consumption, 
he  furnishes  still  a  surplus,  which  compensates  for 
the  use  of  the  capital  advanced  dther  by  himself 
or  some  other  person,  for  carrying  on  the  business. 
This  is  the  ordinary  profit  of  the  stock  employed 
in  the  manufactory,  and  is,  in  every  sense,  as  ef- 
fective an  addition  to  the  income  of  the  society  as 
the  rent  of  land. 

The  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  artificer,  conse- 
quently, may  be  regarded  as  composed  of  three 
parts ;  one  by  which  the  provisions  for  his  subsist- 
ence and  the  materials  for  his  woHc  are  purchased 
of  the  farmer,  one  by  which  he  supplies  himself 
with  manufactured  necessaries,  and  a  third  which 
constitutes  the  profit  on  the  stock  employed.  The 
two  last  portions  seem  to  have  been  overlooked  in 
the  system,  which  represents  manufacturing  in- 
dustry as  barren  and  unproductive. 

In  the  course  of  the  preceding  illustrations,  the 
producte  of  equal  quantity  of  the  labor  of  the  farmer 
and  artificer  have  been  treated  as  if  equal  to  each 
other.  But  this  is  not  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ing to  assert  any  such  precise  equality.  It  is 
^  merely  a  manner  of  expression  adopted  for  the  sake 
of  simplicity  and  perspicuity. 

Whether  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  labor 
of  the  farmer  be  somewhat  more  or  less  than  that 
of  the  artificer,  is  not  material  to  the  main  scope  of 
the  argument  which  hitherto  has  only  aimed  at 
showing  that  the  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  oc- 
casions a  positive  augmentation  of  the  total  produce 
and  revenue  of  the  society. 


It  is  now  proper  to  proceed  a  step  further,  and 
to  enumerate  the  prindpal  circcimstaiiccfl,  froia 
which  it  may  be  inferred.  That  manufadtufiiig 
establishments  not  only  occasion  a  positive  aug- 
mentation of  the  produce  and  revenue  of  the  soci- 
ety, but  that  they  contribute  essentially  to  rendei^ 
ing  them  greater  tbui  they  could  positively  bc^ 
without  such  establishments. 

These  circumstances  ar^— 

1.  The  division  of  labor. 

d.  An  extension  of  Utih  use  of  machtnerj. 

8.  Additional  employment  to  classes  of  the  ooia- 
munity  not  ordinarily  engaged  in  the  bomeas^ 

4.  The  promoting  of  emigratioo  from  foreiga 
countries. 

6.  The  furnishing  greater  scope  for  the  diver- 
sity of  talents  and  dispositions  wluch  discriminste 
men  from  each  other. 

6.  The  afibrding  a  more  ample  and  variooB  fidd 
for  enterprise. 

7.  The  creating,  in  some  instances,  a  new,  and 
securing  in  all,  a  more  certain  and  steady  demand 
for  the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil. 

l^h  of  these  circumstances  has  a  consderable 
influence  upon  the  total  mass  of  industrkHis  effort 
in  a  community ;  together,  they  add  to  it  a  degree 
of  enei^  and  effect,  which  are  not  easfly  con- 
ceived. Some  comments  upon  each  of  them,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  have  been  stated,  may 
serve  to  explain  their  importance. 

I.  As  to  the  division  of  labor. 

It  has  justly  been  observed^  that  there  is  scsrodj 
any  thing  of  greater  moment  in  the  economy  of  a 
nation,  than  the  proper  division  of  labor.  The 
separation  of  occupations  causes  each  to  be  carried 
to  a  much  greater  perfection  than  it  cooM  possibly 
acquire,  if  they  were  blended.  This  ariae%  princi- 
pally»  from  three  circumstances. 

1st  The  greater  skill  and  dexterity  nataraHy  re- 
sulting from  a  constani  and  undivided  applicatkn 
to  a  single  object  It  is  evident  that  these  proper- 
ties must  increase,  in  proportion  to  the  separatioD 
and  simplification  of  oljects  and  the  steadiness  of 
the  attention  devoted  to  each ;  and  must  be  leas, 
in  proportion  to  the  complication  of  objects,  and 
the  number  among  which  the  attentioa  is  dii- 
tracted. 

2d.  The  economy  of  time,  by  avoiding  the  loss 
of  it,  incident  to  a  frequent  transition  from  one 
operation  to  another  of  a  different  nature.  Tliii 
depends  on  various  circumstanoes ;  the  transittoo 
itself,  the  orderly  disposition  of  the  implementSi 
machines,  and  materials 'employed  in  the  <^»en- 
tion  to  be  relinquished,  the  preparatory  ateps  to 
the  commencement  of  a  new  one,  the  interruptioQ 
of  the  impulse,  which  the  mind  of  the  workaiaa 
acquires,  from  being  engaged  in  a  particular  ope- 
ration ;  the  distractions,  hesitations,  and  relodaBoe, 
which  attended  the  passage  from  one  kind  of  boa- 
ness  to  another. 

8d.  An  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery.  A 
man  occupied  on  a  single  object  will  have  it  more 
in  his  power,  and  will  be  more  Datorally  led  to 
exert  his  imagination  devising  methods  to  fcctli- 
tate  and  abridge  labor  than  if  he  were  perplexed 
by  a  variety  of  independent  and  dS^^gimilAi'  open- 
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tion&  Besides  this,  the  fsbriestion  of  mschines, 
in  namerous  instances,  becoming  itself  a  distinct 
trade,  the  artist  who  follows  it,  has  all  the  advan^ 
(ages  which  have  been  enumerated  for  improve- 
ment in  his  particular  art,  and  in  both  ways  the 
invention  and  application  of  machinery  are  ex- 
tended. 

And  from  these  causes  united,  the  mere  sepv 
ration  of  the  occupation  of  the  cultivator  from 
that  of  the  artificer,  has  the  effect  of  augmenting 
the  productive  powers  of  labor,  and  with  them, 
the  total  naass  of  the  produce  or  revenue  of  a 
country.  In  this  single  view  of  the  subject,  there- 
fore, the  utility  of  artificers  or  manufacturers,  to- 
wards promoting  an  increase  of  productive  indus- 
try, is  apparent 

IL  As  to  an  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery, 
a  point  which,  though  partly  anticipated^  requires 
to  be  placed  in  one  or  two  additional  lights. 

The  employment  of  machineiy  forms  an  item 
of  great  importance  in  the  genenu  mass  of  national 
mdustry.  It  is  an  artificiaT  force,  brought  in  aid  of 
the  natural  force  of  man ;  and,  to  all  the  purposes 
of  labor,  is  an  increase  of  hands;  an  accession  of 
the  strength,  unincumbered  too,  by  the  expense  of 
maintaining  the  laborer.  May  it  not,  therefore, 
be  fairly  inferred,  that  those  occupations,  which 
give  greatest  scope  to  the  use  of  this  auxiliary, 
contribute  most  to  the  general  stock  of  industrious 
effort,  and,  in  consequence,  to  the  general  product 
of  industry  f 

It  shall  be  taken  for  sranted,  and  the  truth  of 
the  position  referred  to  observation,  that  manufac- 
turing pursuits  are  susceptible  in  a  greater  degree 
of  the  application  of  nuushinery,  than  those  of  agri- 
culture. If  so,  all  the  difference  is  lost  to  a  com- 
munity,  which,  instead  of  manufi^turing  for  itself 
procures  the  fabrics  requisite  to  its  supply  from 
other  countries.  Thb  substitution  of  foreign  for 
domestic  manuiactures  is  a  transfer  to  foreign  na- 
tions of  the  advantages  accruing  from  the  employ- 
ment of  machinery,  in  the  modes  in  which  it  is 
capable  of  being  bmployed,  with  most  utility  and  to 
the  greatest  extent 

The  cotton  mill  invented  in  England,  within 
the  last  twenty  years,  is  a  signal  illustration  of  the 
general  proposition,  which  has  just  been  advanced. 
In  consequence  of  it,  aU  the  different  processes  for 
spinning  cotton  are  performed  by  means  of  ma- 
chines, which  are  put  in  motion  by  water,  and  at- 
tended chiefly  by  women  and  children ;  and  by  a 
smaller  number  of  persons,  in  the  whole,  than  are 
requisite  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  spinning.  And 
it  is  an  advantage  of  great  moment  that  the  opera- 
tions of  this  mill  continue,  with  convenience, 
during  the  night,  as  well  as  through  the  day.  The 
prodigious  effect  of  such  a  machine  is  easily  con- 
ceived To  this  invention  is  to  be  attributed, 
essentially,  the  immense  progress  which  has  been 
so  suddenly  made  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  various 
ubrics  of  cotton. 

ni.  As  to  the  additional  employment  of  classes 
of  the  community,  not  originally  engaged  in  the 
P^ticular  business. 

I^his  is  not  among  the  least  valuable  of  the 
means  by  which  manufacturing  institutions  con- 


tribute to  augment  the  general  stock  of  industry 
and  production.    In  places  where  those  institutions 
prevaU,  besides  the  persons  regularly  engaged  in 
them,  they  afford  occasional  and  extra  employment 
to  industrious  individuals  and  families  who  are 
willing  to  devote  the  leisure  resulting  from  the  in- 
termissions of  their  ordinary  pursuits  to  collateral 
labors,  as  a  resource  for  multiplying  their  acqui« 
sitions  or   their  enjoyments.      The  husbandman  | 
himself  experiences  a  new  source  of  profit  and  sup- 1 
port  from  the  increased  industry  of  his  wife  and/ 
daughters ;  invited  and  stimulated  by  the  demandu 
of  the  neighboring  manufactories.  • 

Besides  this  advantage  of  occasional  employ- 
ment to  classes  having  different  occupations,  there 
is  another  of  a  nature  allied  to  it,  and  of  a  similar 
tendency.  This  is  the  employment  of  persons 
who  would  otherwise  be  idle,  (and  in  many  cases 
a  burden  on  the  community,)  either  from  the  bias 
of  temper,  habit,  infirmity  of  body,  or  some  other 
cause,  indisposing  or  disqualifying  them  for  the 
toils  of  the  country.  It  is  worthy  of  particular 
remark,  that,  in  general,  women  and  children  arej 
rendered  more  useful,  and  the  latter  more  early] 
useful,  by  manufacturing  establishments,  than  the] 
would  otherwise  be.  Of  the  number  of  person 
employed  in  the  cotton  manufactories  of  Great^ 
Britain,  it  is  computed  that  four-sevenths,  nearly, 
are  women  and  children ;  of  whom  the  greatest 
proportion  are  children,  and  many  of  them  of  a 
tender  age. 

And  thus  it  appears  to  be  one  of  the  attributes 
of  manufactures,  and  one  of  no  small  consequence, 
to  give  occasion  to  the  exertion  of  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  industry,  even  by  the  same  number  of  per- 
sons, where  they  happen  to  prevail,  than  would 
exist  if  there  were  no  such  establishments. 

Ilk  As  to  the  promoting  of  emigration  from 
foreign  countries. 

Men  reluctantly  quit  one  course  of  occupation 
and  livelihood  for  another,  unless  invited  to  it  by 
very  apparent  and  proximate  advantages.  Many 
who  would  go  from  one  country  to  another,  if  they 
had  a  prospect  of  continuing,  with  more  benefit, 
the  callings  to  which  they  have  been  educated,  will 
often  not  be  tempted  to  change  their  situation  by 
the  hope  of  doing  better  in  some  other  way. 
Manufacturers  who,  listening  to  the  powerful  invi- 
tations of  a  better  price  for  their  fabrics  or  their 
labor,  of  greater  cheapness  of  provisions  and  raw 
materials,  of  an  exemption  from  the  chief  part  of 
the  taxes,  burdens,  and  restraints,  which  they  en- 
dure in  the  Old  World,  of  greater  personal  inde- 
pendence and  consequence,  under  the  operation  of 
a  more  equal  Government ;  and  of  what  is  far  more 
precious  than  mere  religious  toleration,  a  perfect 
equality  of  religious  privileges ;  would,  probably, 
fiock  from  Europe  to  the  United  States  to  pursue 
their  own  trades  or  professions,  if  they  were  once 
made  sensible  of  the  advantages  they  would  enjoy, 
and  were  inspired  with  an  assurance  of  encourage- 
ment and  employment,  will,  with  difficulty,  be  in- 
duced to  transplant  themselves,  with  a  view  to  be- 
coming cultivators  of  land. 

If  it  be  true,  then,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  to  open  every  possible  avenue  to 
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emigration  from  abroad,  it  affords  a  Weighty  argu- 
ment for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures ;  which, 
for  the  reason  just  assigned,  will  hare  the  strongest 
tendency  to  multiply  the  inducements  to  it 

Here  is  perceived  an  important  resource,  not 
only  for  extending  the  population,  and  with  it  the 
useful  and  productive  labor  of  the  country,  but 
likewise  for  the  prosecution  of  manufactures,  with- 
>out  deducting  from  the  number  of  hands  which 
*  might  otherwise  be  drawn  to  tillage,  and  even  for 
Vthe  indemnification  of  agriculture  for  such  as  might 
jhappen  to  be  diverted  from  it    Manj ,  whom  manu- 
ucturing  views  would  induce  to  emigrate,  would 
afterwards  yield  to  the  temptations  which  the  par- 
ticular  situation  of  this  country  holds  out  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.    And  while  agriculture  would,  in 
other  respects,  derive  many  signal  and  unmingled 
advantages,  from  the  growth  of  manufactures,  it  is 
a  problem  whether  it  would  gain  or  lose,  as  to  the 
article  of  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  carry- 
ingit  on. 

v.  As  to  the  furnishing  greater  scope  for  the 
I  diversity  of  talents  and  dispositions  which  discrimi- 
jnate  men  from  each  other. 

;'    This  is  a  much  more  powerful  mean  of  augment- 

^  ing  the  fund  of  national  industry  than  may  at  first 

sight  appear.    It  is  a  just  observation,  that  minds 

of  the  strongest  and  most  active  powers  for  their 

'  proper  objects,  fall  below  mediocrity,  and  labor 

.  without  effect,  if  confined  to  uncongenial  pursuits. 

And  it  is  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  the  results  of 

human    exertion    may    be    immensely    increased 

by  diversifying  its  objects.    When  all  the  different 

kinds  of  industry  obtain  in  a  community,  each  in- 

I   dividual  can  find  his  proper  element,  and.  can  call 

into  acivtity  the  whole  vigor  of  his  nature.    And 

I  the  community  is  benefited  by  the  services  of  its 

respective  members,  in  the  manner  in  which  each 

can  serve  it  with  most  effect 

If  there  be  any  thing  in  a  remark  often  to  be 
met  with,  namely :  that  there  is,  in  the  genius  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  a  peculiar  aptitude  for 
mecnanic  improvements,  it  would  operate  as  a 
forcible  reason  for  giving  opportunities  to  the  exer- 
cise of  that  species  of  talent,  by  the  propagation  of 
manufactures. 

VI.  As  to  the  affording  a  more  ample  and  various 
field  for  enterprise. 

This,  also,  is  of  greater  consequence  in  the  ge- 
neral scale  of  national  exertion,  than  might,  per- 
haps, on  a  superficial  view,  be  supposed,  and  has 
effects  not  altgether  dissimilar  from  those  of  the 
circumstance  last  noticed.  To  cherish  and  stimu- 
late the  activity  of  the  human  mind,  by  multi- 
plying the  objects  of  enterprise,  is  not  among  the 
least  considerable  of  the  expedients,  by  which  the 
wealth  of  a  nation  may  be  promoted.  Even  things 
in  themselves  not  positively  advantageous,  some- 
times become  so,  by  their  tendency  to  provoke  ex- 
ertion. Every  new  scene  which  is  opened  to  the 
busy  nature  of  man  to  rouse  and  exert  itself,  is  the 
addition  of  a  new  energy  to  the  general  stock  of 
effort 

The  spirit  of  enterprise,  useful  and  prolific  as  it 
is,  must  necessarily  be  contracted  or  expanded  in 
proportion  to  the  simplicity  or  variety  of  the  oo> 


cupations  and  productions,  which  m  to  be  foimd 
in  a  society.  It  must  be  1^  in  a  nation  of  mere 
cultivators,  than  in  a  nation  of  coltivators  and 
merchants ;  less  in  a  nation  of  cultivatoni  and  mer- 
chants, than  in  a  nation  of  cultivatora,  artificers, 
and  merchants. 

y  II.  As  to  the  creating,  in  some  instances,  a  new, 
and  securing  in  all  a  more  certain  and  steady  de- 
mand for  the  surplus  produce  of  the  sofl. 

This  is  among  the  most  important  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  has  been  indicated.  It  is  a 
principal  mean  by  which  the  establishment  of 
manufactures  contributes  to  an  augmentation  of 
the  produce  or  revenue  of  a  country,  and  has  tn 
immediate  and  direct  relation  to  the  prosptntj  of 
agriculture. 

It  is  evident  that  the  exertions  of  the  hus^od- 
man  will  be  steady  or  fluctuating,  vigorous  or  fee- 
ble, in  proportion  to  the  steadiness  or  flaetoatkm, 
adequateness  or  inadequateness  of  the  markets  on 
which  he  must  depend,  for  the  vent  of  the  snrphis 
which  may  be  produced  by  his  labor;  and  that 
such  surplus,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  wiD 
be  greater  or  less  in  the  same  proportion. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  vent,  a  domestic  market 
is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  a  foreign  one ;  because 
it  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  far  more  to  be  relied 
upon. 

It  is  a  primary  object  of  the  policy  of  nations  to 
be  able  to  supply  themselves  with  subsistence  from 
their  own  soils ;  and  manufacturing  nations,  as  Ur 
as  circumstances  permit,  endeavor  to  procure,  from 
the  same  source,  the  raw  materials  necessary  far 
their  own  fabrics.  This  disposition,  urged  by  the 
spirit  of  monopoly,  is  sometimes  even  carried  to  an 
injudicious  extreme.  It  seems  not  always  to  be 
recollected,  that  nations  who  have  neither  mioes 
nor  manufactures,  can  only  obtain  the  nundac- 
tured  articles  of  which  they  stand  in  need,  by  an 
exchange  of  the  products  of  their  soils ;  and  that, 
if  those  who  can  best  furnish  them  with  sodi 
articles  are  unwilling  to  give  a  due  course  to  this 
exchange,  they  must,  of  necessity,  make  erery  pos- 
sible effort  to  manufacture  for  themselves ;  the  e^ 
feet  of  which  is,  that  the  manufiu^ring  natiooi 
abridge  the  natural  advantages  of  thehr  situatioa, 
through  an  unwillingness  to  permit  the  agricultural 
countries  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  theirs,  and 
sacrifice  the  interests  of  a  mutually  beneficial  inte^ 
course  to  the  vain  project  of  selling  everything  and 
buying  nothing. 

But  it  is  also  a  consequence  of  the  policy  which 
has  been  noted,  that  the  foreign  demand  for  the 
products  of  agricultural  countries  is,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, rather  casual  and  occasional,  than  certain  or 
constant  To  what  extent  injurious  interruptions 
of  the  demand  for  some  of  the  staple  commodities 
of  the  United  States  may  have  been  experienced 
from  that  cause,  must  be  referred  to  the  judgment 
of  those  who  are  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  country ;  but  it  may  be  safely  affirm- 
ed, that  such  interruptions  are  at  times  very  in- 
conveniently felt ;  and  that  cases  not  unfreqoently 
occur,  in  which  markets  are  so  confined  and  re- 
stricted, as  to  render  the  demand  very  unequal  to 
the  supply. 
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Independently,  likewise,  of  the  artificial  impe- 
iiments,  which  are  created  by  the  policy  in  ques* 
lion,  there  are  natural  causes  tending  to  render  the 
external  demand  for  the  surplus  of  agricaltural 
utioDS  a  precarious  reliance.  The  diTOrences  of 
seasons,  in  the  countries  which  are  the  consumers, 
nske  immense  differences  in  the  produce  of  their 
)wa  soils,  in  different  years;  and,  consequently,  in 
the  degrees  of  their  necessity  for  foreign  supply. 
Plentiful  harvests  with  them,  especially  if  similar 
mes  occur  at  the  same  time  in  the  countries  which 
ire  the  furnishers,  occasion,  of  course,  a  glut  in  the 
Dtrkets  of  the  latter. 

Considering  how  fast  and  how  much  the  pro- 
gress of  new  settlements  of  the  United  States  must 
ncrease  the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil,  and  weigh- 
ing seriously  the  tendency  of  the  system,  which 
[)re7tils  among  most  of  the  commercial  nations  of 
Surope;  whatever  dependence  may  be  placed  on 
iie  force  of  natural  circumstances  to  counteract 
he  effects  of  an  artificial  policy,  there  appear 
;trong  reasons  to  regard  the  foreign  demand  for 
:hat  sarplas  as  too  uncertain  a  reliance,  and  to  de- 
ure  a  substitute  for  it  in  an  extensive  domestic 
Btfket 

To  secure  such  a  market,  there  is  no  other  ezpe- 
lient  than  to  promote  manu&cturing  establish- 
nents.  Manu&cturers  who  constitute  the  most 
mmerous  cUss,  after  the  cultivators  of  land,  are, 
or  that  reason,  the  principal  consumers  of  the  sur- 
)ltts  of  their  kbors. 

This  idea  of  an  extensive  domestic  market  for 
he  surplus  produce  of  the  soil,  is  of  the  first  conse- 
laesee.  It  is  of  all  things,  that  which  most  effec- 
ually  conduces  to  a  flourishing  state  of  agricul- 
nre.  If  the  effect  of  manufactories  should  be  to 
letach  a  portion  of  the  hands  which  would  others 
rise  be  engaged  in  tillage,  it  might  possibly  cause 
;  smaller  quantity  of  land  to  be  under  cultivation ; 
)ut  by  their  tendency  to  procure  a  more  certain 
lemand  for  the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil,  they 
rould,  at  the  same  times,  cause  the  lands  which 
rere  in  cultivation,  to  be  better  improved  and  more 
productive.  And  while,  by  their  influence,  the 
ondition  of  each  individual  farmer  would  be  me- 
iorated,  the  total  mass  of  agricultural  production 
rould  probably  be  increased.  For  this  must  evi- 
lently  depend  as  much,  if  not  more,  upon  the  de- 
;ree  of  improvementi  than  upon  the  number  of 
cres  under  culture. 

It  merits  particular  observation,  that  the  multi- 
Jication  of  manufactories  not  only  furnishes  a 
aarket  for  those  articles  which  have  been  accus- 
omed  to  be  produced  in  abundance  in  a  country, 
»ut  it  likewise  xreates  a  demand  for  such  as  were 
ither  unknown  or  produced  in  considerable  quan- 
ities.  The  bowels  as  well  as  the  surface  of  the 
arth,  are  ransacked  for  articles  which  were  be- 
dre  neglected.  Animals,  plants,  and  minerals  ac- 
[uire  a  utility  and  value,  which  were  before  unex- 
plored. 

The  foregoing  considerations  seem  sufficient  to 
stablish  the  propositions,  that  it  is  the  interest  of 
tatioos  to  diversify  the  industrious  pursuits  of  the 
ndividuals  who  compose  them ;  that  the  establish- 
nent  of  manufactures  is  calculated  not  only  to 


increase  the  general  stock  of  useful  and  productive 
labor,  but  even  to  improve  the  state  of  agriculture 
in  particular,  certainly  to  advance  the  interests  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  it  There  are  other 
views,  that  will  be  hereafter  taken  of  the  subject, 
which,  it  is  conceived,  will  serve  to  confirm  these 
inferences. 

Previously  to  a  further  discussion  of  the  objec- 
tions to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  which 
have  been  stated,  it  will  be  of  use  to  see  what  can 
be  said  in  reference  to  the  particular  situation  of 
the  United  States,  against  the  conclusions  ap- 
pearing to  result  from  what  has  been  already 
offered. 

It  may  be  observed,  and  the  idea  is  of  no  incon- 
siderable weight,  that  however  true  it  might  be, 
that  a  State,  which,  possessing  large  tracts  of  va- 
cant and  fertile  territory,  was  at  the  same  time 
secluded  from  foreign  commerce,  would  find  its 
interest  and  the  interest  of  agriculture,  in  divert- 
ing a  part  of  its  population  from  tillage  to  manu- 
factures; yet  it  will  not  follow,  that  the  same  is 
true  of  a  State,  which^  having  such  vacant  and 
fertile  territory,  has  at  the  same  time  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  procuring  from  abroad,  on  good  terms, 
all  the  fabrics  of  which  it  stands  in  need,  for  the 
supply  of  its  inhabitants.  The  power  of  doing 
this  at  least  secures  the  great  advantage  of  a  divi- 
sion of  labor,  leaving  the  farmer  free  to  pursue 
exclusively  the  culture  of  his  land,  and  enabling 
him  to  procure  with  its  products  the  manufactured 
supplies  requisite  either  to  his  wants  or  to  his  en- 
joyments. And  though  it  should  be  true,  that  in 
settled  countries,  the  diversification  of  industry  is 
conducive  to  an  increase  in  the  productive  powers 
of  labor,  and  to  an  augmentation  of  revenue  and 
capital,  yet  it  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  there  can 
be  anything  of  so  solid  and  permanent  advantage  to 
an  uncultivated  and  unpeopled  country,  as  to  con- 
vert its  wastes  into  cultivated  and  inhabited  dis- 
tricts. If  the  revenue,  in  the  meantime,  should  be 
less,  the  capital,  in  the  event,  must  be  greater. 

To  these  observations,  the  following  appears  to 
be  a  satisfactory  answer : 

1.  If  the  system  of  perfect  liberty  to  industry 
and  commerce  were  the  prevailing  system  of  na- 
tions, the  arguments  which  dissuade  a  country,  in 
the  predicament  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
zealous  pursuit  of  manufactures  would  doubtless 
have  great  force.  It  will  not  be  affirmed,  that  they 
might  not  be  permitted,  with  few  exceptions,  to 
serve  as  a  rule  of  national  conduct.  In  such  a  state 
of  things,  each  country  would  have  the  full  benefit 
of  its  peculiar  advantages  to  compensate  for  its 
deficiencies  or  disadvantages.  If  one  nation  were 
in  condition  to  supply  manufactured  articles  on 
better  terms  than  another,  that  other  might  find  an 
abundant  indemnification  in  a  superior  capacity 
to  furnish  the  produce  of  the  soil.  And  a  free 
exchange  mutually  beneficial  of  the  commodities 
which  each  was  able  to  supply  on  the  best  terms, 
might  be  carried  on  between  them,  supporting  in 
full  vigor  the  industry  of  each.  And  though  the 
circumstances  which  have  been  mentioned,  and 
others  which  will  be  unfolded  hereafter,  render  it 
probable,  that  nations  merely  agricultural,  would 
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not  enjoy  the  same  degree  of  opulence,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers,  as  those  which  united  ma- 
nufactures with  agriculture;  yet  the  progresmve 
Improyement  of  the  lands  of  the  former,  might  in 
the  end,  atone  for  an  inferior  degree  of  opulence 
in  the  mean  time ;  and  in  a  case,  in  which  opposite 
considerations  are  pretty  equally  balanced,  the 
option  ought  perhaps  always  to  be,  in  fiivor  of 
leaving  industry  to  its  own  direction. 

But  the  system,  which  has  been  mentioned,  is 
far  from  characterizing  the  general  policy  of  na- 
tions. The  prevalent  one  has  been  regulated  by 
an  opposite  spirit  The  consequence  of  it  is,  that 
the  United  States  are  to  a  certain  extent  in  the 
situation  of  a  country  precluded  from  foreign  com- 
merce. They  can  indeed,  without  difficult^,  ob- 
tain from  abroad  the  manufactured  supplies,  of 
which  they  are  in  want ;  but  they  experience  nu- 
merous and  Tery  injurious  impediments  to  the 
emission  and  vent  of  their  own  commodities.  Nor 
is  this  the  case  in  reference  to  a  single  foreign  na- 
tion only.  The  regulations  of  several  countries, 
with  which  we  have  the  most  extensive  inter- 
course, throw  serious  obstructions  in  the  way  of 
the  principle  staples  of  the  United  States. 

In  such  a  position  of  things,  the  United  States 
cannot  exchange  with  Europe  on  equal  terms ;  and 
the  want  of  reciprocity  would  render  them  the 
victim  of  a  system  which  would  induce  them  to 
confine  their  views  to  agriculture,  and  refrain  from 
manufactures.  A  constant  and  increasing  necessity 
on  their  part,  for  the  commodities  of  Europe,  and 
only  a  partial  and  occasional  demand  for  their  own, 
in  return,  could  not  but  expose  them  to  a  state  of 
impoverishment,  compared  with  the  opulence  to 
which  their  political  and  natural  advantages  autho- 
rize them  to  aspire.  -^ 

Remarks  of  this  kind  are  not  made  in  the  spirit 
of  complaint  It  is  for  the  nations,  whose  regula- 
lations  are  alluded  to,  to  Judge  for  themsetves 
whether  by  aiming  at  too  much,  they  do  not  lose 
more  than  they  gain.  It  is  for  the  United  States 
to  consider  by  what  means  they  can  r^nd^r  them- 
selves least  dependent  on  the  combinations,  right 
or  wrong,  of  foreign  policy. 

It  is  no  small  consolation,  that  already  the  mea- 
sures which  have  embarrassed  our  trade,  have  ac- 
celerated internal  improvements,  which  upon  the 
whole  have  bettered  our  f|ffair8.  To  diversify  and 
extend  these  improvements  is  the  surest  and  safest 
method  of  indemnifying  ourselves  for  any  incon- 
yeniencies,  which  those  or  similar  measures  have  a 
tendency  to  beget  If  Europe  will  not  take  from 
us  the  products  of  our  soil  upon  terms  consistent 
with  our  interest,  the  natural  remedy  is  to  contract 
as  fast  as  possible  our  wants  of  her. 

2.  The  conversion  of  their  waste  into  cultivated 
lands  is  certainly  a  point  of  great  moment  in  the 
political  calculations  of  the  United  States.  But  the 
degree  in  which  this  may  possibly  be  retarded  by 
the  encouragement  of  manufactories  does  not  ap- 
pear to  countervail  the  powerful  inducements  to 
affording  that  encouragement 

An  observation  made  in  another  place  is  of  a 
nature  to  have  great  influence  upon  this  question. 
If  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  interests  even  of 


agriculture  may  be  advanced  more  by  having  such 
of  the  lands  of  a  State  as  are  occupied  under  good 
cultivation,  than  by  having  a  greater  quantity  oc- 
cupied under  a  much  inferior  culttvatton,  and  if 
manufactories,  for  the  reasons  asagned  must  bt 
admitted  to  have  a  tendency  to  promote  a  more 
steady  and  vigorous  cultivation  of  the  lands  occu- 
pied, than  would  happen  without  them,  it  wfll 
follow  that  they  are  capable  of  Indemoifying  a 
countzy  for  a  diminution  of  the  progreas  of  new 
settlements;  and  may  serve  to  increase  both  the 
capital  value  and  the  income  of  its  Isnd^  evea 
though  they  should  abridge  the  number  of  aero 
under  tillage. 

But  it  does  by  no  means  follow,  that  the  pro- 
gress of  new  setUements  would  be  retarded  by  the 
extension  of  manufactures.  The  desire  of  being 
an  independent  proprietor  of  land  ia  founded  oa 
such  strong  principles  in  the  human  breast,  thit 
where  the  opportunity  of  becoming  so  is  as  greit 
as  it  is  in  the  United  States,  the  proportion  will 
be  small  of  those,  whose  situations  would  other- 
wise lead  to  it,  who  would  be  diverted  from  it  to- 
wards manufactures.  And  it  is  highly  jyrobable, 
as  already  intimated,  that  the  acces^ons  of  foreigih 
ers  who  originally  drawn  over  by  naanufacturin^ 
views  would  afterwards  abandon  theoi  for  agricul- 
tural, would  be  more  than  an  equivalent  for  those 
of  our  own  citizens,  who  might  happen  to  be  de- 
tached from  them. 

The  remaining  objections  to  a  particular  encoo- 
ragement  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States  dot 
require  to  be  examined. 

One  of  these  turn  on  the  proposition  that  indo*- 
try,  if  left  to  itself,  will  naturally  find  its  way  to 
the  most  useful  and  profitable  employment :  whence 
it  is  inferred,  that  manu&ctures,  without  the  aid  of 
Goyemment,  will  grow  up  as  soon  and  as  fist  is 
the  natural  state  of  things  and  the  interest  of  tke 
community  may  require. 

Against  the  solidity  of  this  hypothesis^  in  the  foD 
latitude  of  the  terms,  very  cogent  reasons  may  be 
offered.  These  have  relation  to  the  strong  influ- 
ence of  habit  and  the  spirit  of  imitation,  the  fear  of 
want  of  success  in  untried  enterprises,  the  intrimoc 
difficulties  incident  to  first  essays  towards  a  coat- 
petition  with  those  who  have  previously  attained 
to  perfection  in  the  business  to  be  attempted,  the 
bounties,  premiums,  and  other  artificial  encounge- 
ments,  with  which  foreign  nations  second  the  ezer 
tions  of  their  own  citizens  in  the  branches  in  which 
they  are  to  be  rivalled. 

Experience  teaches  that  men  are  often  so  ranch 
governed  by  what  they  are  accustomed  to  see  and 
practice,  that  the  simplest  and  most  obvious  im- 
provements, in  the  most  ordinary  occupations,  are 
adopted  with  hesitation,  reluctance,  and  by  dov 
gradations.  The  spontaneous  transitton  to  new 
pursuits,  in  a  community  long  habituated  to  diifer- 
ent  ones,  may  be  expected  to  be  attended  with 
proportionably  greater  difficulty.  When  former 
occupations  ceased  to  yield  a  profit  adequate  to  the 
subsistence  of  their  followers,  or  when  there  wu 
an  absolute  deficiency  of  employment  in  tbcxn, 
owing  to  the  superabundance  of  hands,  changes 
would  ensue  j  but  these  changes  would  be  likely 
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to  be  more  tardy  than  might  coiuut  with  the  in- 
terest either  of  individuals  or  of  the  eocietj.  In 
many  caees  they  would  not  happen,  while  a  bare 
support  oquld  be  insured  by  an  adherence  to  an- 
cient courses ;  though  a  resort  to  a  more  profitable 
employment  might  be  practicable.  To  produce 
the  desirable  changes  as  early  as  may  be  expe- 
dient, may  therefore  require  tlie  incitement  and 
patronage  of  Government 

The  apprehension  of  fidHng  in  new  attempts  is 
perhaps  a  nuire  serious  impediment  There  are 
dispositions  apt  to  be  attracted  by  the  mere  novel- 
tr  of  an  undertaking ;  but  these  are  not  always 
tnose  best  calculated  to  give  it  success.  To  this, 
it  is  of  importance  that  the  confidence  of  cautious, 
ragadous  capitalists,  both  citiaens  and  foreigners, 
ihoald  be  excited.  And  to  inspire  this  descrip- 
tion of  persons  with  confidence,  it  is  essential  that 
they  should  be  made  to  see  in  any  project,  which 
is  new,  and  for  that  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other, 
precarious,  the  prospect  of  such  a  degree  of  oount- 
enance  and  support  from  Qovemment,  as  may  be 
capable  of  overcoming  the  obstacles,  inseparable 
from  first  experiments. 

The  superiority  antecedently  enjoyed  by  na- 
tions, who  have  pre-occupied  ana  perfected  a 
branch  of  industry,  constitutes  a  more  formidable 
obstacle  than  either  of  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  to  the  introduction  of  the  same  branch 
into  a  country  in  which  it  did  not  before  exist 
To  maintain,  between  the  recent  establishments 
of  one  country  and  the  long  matured  establish- 
ments of  another  country,  a  competition  upon 
equal  terms,  both  as  to  quality  and  price,  is 
in  most  cases  impracticable.  The  disparity  in  the 
one,  or  in  the  other,  or  in  both,  must  necessarily 
be  so  considerable  as  to  forbid  a  successful  rival- 
ship  without  the  extraordinary  aid  and  protection 
of  Uovemment 

But  the  greatest  obstacle  of  all  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  a  new  branch  of  industry  in  a 
country,  in  which  it  was  before  unknown,  consists, 
as  far  as  the  instances  i^ply,  in  the  bounties,  pre- 
miums, and  other  aids  which  are  granted,  in  a 
variety  of  cases,  by  the  nations  in  which  the  esta- 
blishments to  be  imitated  are  previously  intro- 
daoed.  It  is  well  known  (and  particular  exam- 
ples in  the  course  of  this  Report  will  be  cited)  tJiat 
certain  nations  grant  bounties  on  the  exportation 
of  particular  commodities  to  enable  their  own 
workmen  to  undersell  and  supplant  all  competi- 
tors in  the  countries  to  which  those  commomties 
are  sent.  Hence  the  undertakers  of  a  new  manu- 
facture have  to  contend,  not  only  with  the  natural 
disadvantages  of  a  new  undertaking,  but  with  the 
gratuities  and  remunerations  which  other  Govern- 
ments bestow.  To  be  enabled  to  contend  with 
success,  it  is  evident  that  the  interference  and  aid 
of  their  own  Government  are  indispensable. 

Combinations  by  those  engaged  in  a  particular 
branch  of  business  in  one  country,  to  frustrate  the 
first  efforts  to  introduce  it  into  another,  by  tempo- 
rary sacrifices,  recompensed  perhaps  by  extraor- 
dinary indemnifications  of  the  Government  of 
such  country,  are  believed  to  have  existed,  and 
are  not  to  be  regarded  as  destitute  of  probability. 


The  existence  or  assurance  of  aid  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country  in  which  the  business  is 
to  be  introduced,  may  be  essential  to  fortify  ad- 
venturers against  the  dread  of  such  combinations, 
to  defeat  their  effects,  if  formed,  and  to  prevent 
their  being  formed,  by  demonstrating  that  they 
must  in  the  end  prove  fruitless. 

Whatever  room  there  may  be  for  an  expecta- 
tion that  the  industry  of  a  people,  under  the  di- 
rection of  private  interest,  will  upon  equal  terms 
find  out  the  most  beneficial  emplojrment  for  itself, 
there  is  none  for  a  reliance  that  it  will  struggle 
against  the  force  of  unequal  terms,  or  will  of  itself 
surmount  all  the  adventitious  barriers  to  a  suo- 
oesslul  competition,  which  may  have  been  erected 
either  by  the  advantages  naturally  acquired  from 
practice  and  previous  possession  of  the  ground,  or 
by  those  which  may  have  sprung  from  positive 
regulations  and  an  artificial  policy.  This  general 
reflection  might  alone  suffice  as  an  answer  to  the 
objection  under  examination — exclusively  of  the 
weighty  considerations  which  have  been  particu- 
larlv  urged. 

l^he  objections  to  the  pursuit  of  manufactures 
in  the  United  States  which  next  present  them- 
selves to  discussion,  represent  an  impracticability 
of  success,  arising  from  three  causes :  scarcity  of 
hands,  dearness  of  labor,  want  of  capital. 

The  two  first  circumstances  are  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent real,  and,  within  due  limits,  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  obstacles  to  the  success  of  manufactur- 
ing enterprise  in  the  United  States.  But  there  are 
various  considerations  which  lessen  their  force  and 
tend  to  afford  an  assurance  that  they  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  the  advantageous  prosecution  of 
many  very  useful  and  extensive  manufiustories. 

With  regard  to  scarcity  of  hands,  the  fact  itself 
must  be  applied  with  no  small  qualification  to  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  United  States.  There  are  large 
distncts,  which  may  be  considered  as  pretty  fuSy 
peopled ;  and  whicn,  notwithstanding  a  continual 
drain  for  distant  settlement,  are  thickly  inter- 
spersed with  flourishing  and  increasing  towns.  If 
tnese  districts  have  not  already  reached  the  point 
at  which  the  complaint  of  siiarcity  of  hands  ceases, 
they  are  not  remote  from  it,  and  are  approaching 
fast  towards  it ;  and,  having  perhaps  fewer  attrac- 
tions to  agriculture  than  some  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  they  exhibit  a  proportionably  stronger  ten- 
dency towards  other  kinds  of  industry,  in  these 
distncts  may  be  discerned  no  inconsiderable  ma- 
turity for  manufacturing  establishments. 

But  there  are  circumstances  which  have  been 
already  noticed  with  another  view,  that  materially 
diminish  every  where  the  effect  of  a  scarcity  of 
hands.  These  ciixsumstances  are  the  great  use 
which  can  be  made  of  women  and  children ;  on 
which  point  a  very  pregnant  and  instructive  fact 
has  been  mentioned;  tne  vast  extension  given  by 
late  improvements  to  the  employment  of  ma- 
chines, which,  substituting  the  agency  of  fire  and 
water,  has  pn^digiously  lessened  the  necessity  for 
lUanual  labor;  we  employment  of  persons  ordi- 
narily engaged  in  other  occupations  during  the 
seasons,  or  hours  of  leisure,  which,  besides  giving 
occasion  to  the  exertion  of  a  greater  quantity  of 
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labor  by  the  same  Dumber  of  persons,  and  thereby 
increasing  the  general  stock  of  labor,  as  has  been 
elsewhere  remarked,  may  also  be  taken  into  the 
calculation  as  a  resource  for  obviating  the  scarcity 
of  hands;  lastly,  the  attraction  of  foreign  emi- 
grants. Whoever  inspects  with  a  careful  eye  the 
composition  of  our  towns,  will  be  made  sensible 
to  what  an  extent  this  resource  mzj  be  relied 
upon.  This  exhibits  a  large  proportion  of  inge- 
nious and  valuable  workmen,  in  different  arts  and 
trades,  who  by  expatiiating  from  Europe  have 
improved  their  own  condition,  and  added  to  the 
industry  and  wealth  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
a  natural  inference,  from  the  experience  we  have 
already  had,  that,  as  soon  as  the  United  States 
shall  present  the  countenance  of  a  serious  prosecu- 
tion of  manufactures,  as  soon  as  foreign  artists 
shall  be  made  sensible  that  the  state  of  things  here 
affords  a  moral  certainty  of  employment  and  en- 
couragement, competent  numbers  of  European 
workmen  will  transplant  themselves,  effectually 
to  insure  the  success  of  the  design.  How,  indeed, 
can  it  otherwise  happen,  considering  the  various 
and  powerful  inducements  which  the  situation  of 
this  country  offers;  addressing  themselves  to  so 
many  strong  passions  and  feelings,  to  so  many 
general  and  particular  interests  ? 

It  may  be  affirmed,  therefore,  in  respect  to  hands 
for  carrying  on  manufactures,  that  we  shall  in  a 
great  measure  trade  upon  a  foreign  stock — ^reserv- 
ing our  own  for  the  cultivation  of  our  lands,  and 
the  manning  of  our  ships,  as  far  as  character  and 
circumstances  shall  incline.  It  is  not  unworthy 
of  remark,  that  the  objection  to  the  success  of 
manufactures,  deduced  from  the  scarcity  of  hands, 
is  alike  applicable  to  trade  and  navi^tion,  and 
yet  these  are  perceived  to  flourish  without 'any 
sensible  impediment  from  that  cause. 

As  to  the  dearness  of  labor  (another  of  the  ob- 
stacles alleged,)  this  has  relation  principally  to 
two  circumstances ;  one,  that  which  has  been  just 
discussed,  or  the  scarcity  of  hands ;  the  other,  the 
greatness  of  profits. 

As  far  as  it  is  a  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
hands,  it  is  mitigated  by  all  the  considerations 
which  have  been  adduced  as  lessening  that  defi- 
ciency. It  is  certain,  too,  that  the  aisparity  in 
this  respect,  between  some  of  the  most  manufac- 
turing parts  of  Europe  and  a  large  proportion  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  is  com- 
monly imagined.  It  is  also  much  less  in  regard 
to  artificers  and  manufacturers  than  in  regard  to 
country  laborers ;  and,  while  a  careful  comparison 
shows  that  there  is  in  this  particular  much  exag- 

geration,  it  is  also  evident  that  the  effect  of  the 
egree  of  disparity  which  does  truly  exist,  is  di- 
minished in  proportion  to  the  use  which  can  be 
made  of  machinery. 

To  illustrate  this  last  idea,  let  it  be  supposed 
that  the  diflerence  of  price  in  two  countries,  of  a 

S'ven  quantity  of  manual  labor  requisite  to  the 
brication  of  a  given  article  is  as  ten,  and  that 
some  mechanic  power  is  introduced  into  both 
countries,  which,  performing  half  the  necessai^ 
labor,  leaves  only  half  to  be  done  by  hand,  it  is 
evident  that  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  fabri- 


cation of  the  article  in  question  in  the  two  ooantries^ 
as  far  as  it  is  connected  with  the  price  of  labor,  wiQ 
be  reduced  from  ten  to  five,  in  consequence  of  the 
introduction  of  that  power. 

This  circumstance  is  worthy  of  the  most  partico- 
lar  attention.  It  diminishes  immensely  one  of  the 
objections  most  strenuously  urged  against  the  suc- 
cess of  manufactures  in  the  United  ^tes. 

To  procure  all  such  machines  as  are  known  in 
any  part  of  Europe,  can  only  require  a  proper  pro- 
vision and  due  pains.  The  knowledge  of  sevenl 
of  the  most  important  of  them  is  already  possessed 
The  preparation  of  them  here  is,  in  most  case^ 
practicable  on  nearly  equal  terms.  As  far  aa  they 
depend  on  water,  some  superiority  of  advantages 
may  be  claimed  from  the  uncommon  yariety  and 
greater  cheapness  of  situations  adapted  to  mQI  seats^ 
with  which  different  parts  of  the  United  States 
abound. 

So  fiir  as  the  dearness  of  labor  may  be  a  conse^ 
quence  of  the  greatness  of  profits  in  any  branch  of 
business^  it  is  no  obstacle  to  its  success.  The  ondei^ 
taker  can  afford  to  pay  the  price. 

There  are  grounds  to  conclude  that  undertaken 
of  manufactures  in  this  country  can  at  this  time 
afford  to  pay  higher  wages  to  the  workmen  thej 
may  employ  than  are  paid  to  similar  worknsen  ia 
Europe.  The  prices  of  foreign  fabrics  in  the  mar 
kets  of  the  United  States,  which  will  for  a  loi^ 
time  regulate  the  prices  of  domestic  ones,  may  be 
considered  as  compounded  of  the  following  ingre- 
dients :  the  first  cost  of  materials,  including  taxes, 
if  any,  which  are  paid  upon  them  where  thej 
are  made;  the  expense  of  grounds,  buildings, 
machinery,  and  tools;  the  wages  of  the  persow 
employed  in  the  manufactory ;  the  profits  on  the 
capital  stock  so  employed ;  the  commissions  of 
agents  to  purchase  them  where  they  are  made; 
the  expense  of  transportation  to  the  United  States, 
including  insurance  and  other  incidental  chaiges ; 
the  taxes  or  duties,  if  any,  and  fees  of  oflSoe  which 
are  paid  on  their  exportation ;  the  taxes  or  duties, 
and  fees  of  office,  which  are  paid  on  their  importa- 
tion. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  items,  the  cost  of  mate- 
rials, the  advantage,  upon  the  whole,  is  at  present 
on  the  side  of  the  United  States,  and  the  difference 
in  their  favor  must  increase  in  proportion  as  a  cer- 
tain and  extensive  domestic  demand  shall  induce 
the  proprietors  of  land  to  devote  more  of  their  atten- 
tion to  the  production  of  those  materials^  It  ou^kt 
not  to  escape  observation,  in  a  comparison  on  this 
point,  that  some  of  the  principal  manufacturing 
countries  of  Europe  are  much  more  dependent  on  fo- 
reign supply  for  the  materials  of  their  mano&cturet, 
than  would  be  the  United  States,  who  are  capable 
of  supplying  themselves  with  a  greater  abundance 
as  well  as  a  greater  variety  of  the  requisite  mate- 
rials. 

As  to  the  second  item,  the  expense  of  grounds, 
buildings,  machinery,  and  tools,  an  equality  at  least 
may  be  assumed ;  since  advantages  in  some  parti- 
culars will  counterbalance  temporary  disadvantages 
in  others. 

As  to  the  third  item,  or  the  article  of  wages, 
the  comparison  certainly  turns  against  the  United 
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3tate« ;  thoagh,  as  before  observed,  not  in  so  great 
I  deme  as  is  commonly  sapposed.    \ 

The  fjpurth  item  is  alike  applicable  to  the  foreign 
ind  to  the  domestic  manufacture.  It  is,  indeed, 
no  re  properly  a  result  than  a  particular  to  be  com- 
pared. 

But,  with  respect  to  all  the  remaining  items, 
hey  are  alone  applicable  to  the  foreign  manufac- 
ore,  and  in  the  strictest  sense  eztraordinaries ; 
;onsti toting  a  sum  of  extra  charge  on  the  foreign 
abric,  which  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  from 
ifteen  to  thirty  per  cent  on  the  cost  of  it  at  the 
nan  o  factory. 

This  sum  of  extra  charge  may  confidently  be  re- 
rarded  as  more  than  s  counterpoise  for  the  real 
liflTerence  in  the  price  of  labor,  and  is  a  satisfactory 
>roof  that  mannutctures  may  prosper  in  defiance  of 
t  in  the  United  States. 

To  the  general  allegation,  connected  with  the 
circumstances  of  scarcity  of  hands  and  deamess  of 
abor,  that  extensive  manufactures  can  only  grow 
>ut  of  a  redundant  or  full  population,  it  will  be 
efficient  to  answer,  generally,  that  the  fact  has 
)een  otherwise;  that  the  situation  alleged  to  be 
m  essential  condition  of  success,  has  not  been  that 
>f  several  nations,  at  periods  when  they  had 
ilready  attained  to  maturity  in  a  variety  of  manu- 
factures. 

The  supposed  want  of  capital  for  the  prosecn- 
ion  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States,  is  the 
nost  indefinite  of  the  objections  which  are  usually 
apposed  to  it  It  is  very  difficult  to  pronounce 
inything  precise  concerning  the  real  extent  of  the 
Honeyed  capital  of  a  country,  and  still  more  con- 
cerning the  proportion  which  it  bears  to  the  ob- 
ects  that  invite  the  employment  of  capital.  It  is 
lot  less  difficult  to  pronounce  how  far  the  effect  of 
my  fi^ven  quantity  of  money,  as  capital,  or,  in  other 
^orcM,  as  a  medium  for  circulating  the  industry 
ind  property  of  a  nation,  may  be  increased  bv  the 
rery  circumstance  of  the  additional  motion  which  is 
riven  to  it  by  new  objects  of  employment  That 
sflfect,  like  the  momentum  of  descending  bodies, 
nay  not  improperly  be  represented  as  in  a  com- 
pound ratio  to  mass  and  velocity.  It  seems  pretty 
•ertain,  that  a  given  sum  of  money,  in  a  situation 
:a  which  the  quick  impulses  of  commercial  activity 
»rere  little  felt,  would  appear  inadequate  to  the  cir- 
i^alation  of  as  great  a  quantity  of  industry  and 
property,  as  in  one  in  which  their  full  influence  was 
Experienced. 

It  is  not  obvious,  why  the  same  objection  might 
act  as  well  be  made  to  external  commerce  as  to 
manufactures,  since  it  is  manifest  that  our  immense 
tracts  of  land,  occupied  and  unoccupied,  are  capa- 
ble of  giving  employment  to  more  capital  than  is 
ictually  bestowed  upon  them.  It  is  certain  that 
the  United  States  ofier  a  vast  field  for  the  advanta- 
geous employment  of  capital,  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  there  will  not  be  found,  in  one  way  or  another, 
a  sufficient  fund  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
any  species  of  industry  which  is  likely  to  prove 
truly  beneficial. 

The  following  considerations  are  of  a  nature  to 
remove  all  inquietude  on  the  score  of  want  of  capi- 
tal.   The  introduction  of  banks,  as  has  been  shown 
2d  Coh.— 32 


on  another  occasion,  has  a  powerful  tendency  to 
extend  the  active  capital  of  a  country.  Experi- 
ence of  the  utility  of  these  institutions,  is  multiply- 
ing them  in  the  United  States.  It  is  probable  that 
they  will  be  established  wherever  they  can  exist 
with  advantage;  and  wherever  they  can  be  sup- 
ported, if  administered  with  prudence,  they  will 
add  new  energies  to  all  pecuniary  operations. 
The  aid  of  foreign  capital  may  safely,  and  with 
considerable  latitude,  be  taken  into  calculation. 
Its  instrumentality  has  been  long  experienced  in  our 
external  commerce ;  and  it  has  begun  to  be  felt  in 
various  other  modes.  Not  only  our  own  funds,  but 
our  agriculture  and  other  internal  improvements, 
have  oeen  animated  by  it  It  has  already,  in  a 
few  instances,  extended  even  to  our  manufactures. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  there  are  parts  of 
Europe  which  have  more  capital  than  profitable 
dpmestic  objects  of  employment  Hence,  among 
other  proofs,  the  large  loans  continually  furnished 
to  foreip^n  States.  And  it  is  equally  certain  that 
the  capital  of  other  parts  may  find  more  profit- 
able employment  in  the  United  States  than  at 
home.  And  nothwithstanding  there  are  weighty 
inducements  to  prefer  the  employment  of  capital 
at  home,  even  at  less  profit,  to  an  investment  of 
it  abroad,  though  with  greater  gain,  yet  these  in- 
ducements are  overruled,  either  by  a  deficiency  of 
employment,  or  by  a  very  material  difference  in 
profit  Both  these  causes  operate  to  produce  a 
transfer  of  foreign  capital  to  the  United  States. 
It  is  certain  that  various  objects  in  this  country 
hold  out  advantages  which  are  with  difficulty  to 
be  equalled  elsewhere ;  and  under  the  increasingly 
favorable  impressions  which  are  entertained  of  our 
Government,  the  attractions  will  become  more  and 
merer  strong.  These  impressions  will  prove  a  rich 
mine  of  prosperity  to  the  country,  if  they  are  con- 
firmed and  strengthened  by  the  progress  of  our 
affairs.  And  to  secure  this  advantage,  little  more 
is  necessary  than  to  foster  industry,  and  cultivate 
order  and  tranquility,  at  home  and  abroad. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  there  may  be  persons 
disposed-  to  look  with  a  jealous  eye  on  the  iittro- 
duction  of  foreign  capital,  as  if  it  were  an  instru- 
ment to  deprive  our  citizens  of  the  profits  of  our 
own  industry ;  but,  perhaps,  there  never  could  be 
a  more  unreasonable  jealousy.  Instead  of  being 
viewed  as  a  rival,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  A 
most  valuable  auxiliary,  conducing  to  put  in  mo- 
tion a  greater  quantity  of  productive  labor,  and  a 
greater  portion  of  useful  enterprise,  than  could 
exist  without  it  It  is  at  least  evident,  that  in  a 
country  situated  like  the  United  States,  with  an 
infinite  fund  of  resources  yet  to  be  unfolded,  every 
farthing  of  foreign  capital  which  is  laid  out  in  in- 
ternal ameliorations,  and  in  industrious  establish- 
ments of  a  permanent  nature,  is  a  precious  acqul- 
sitioo.  And  whatever  be  the  objects  which  origi- 
nally attract  foreign  capital,  when  once  introduced 
it  may  be  directed  towards  any  purpose  of  bene- 
ficial exertion  which  is  desired.  And  to  detain  it 
among  us,  there  can  be  no  expedient  so  effectual 
as  to  enlarge  the  sphere  within  which  it  may  be 
usefully  employed:  though  introduced  merely  with 
views  to  speculations  in  the  funds,  it  may  after- 
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wards  be  rendered  subservient  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  commer6e,  and  manufactures. 

But  the  attraction  of  foreign  capital  for  the  direct 
purpose  of  manufactures,  ought  not  to  be  deemed  a 
chimerical  expectation.  There  are  alreadv  examples 
of  it,  as  remarked  in  another  place ;  ana  the  exam- 
ples, if  the  disposition  be  cultivated,  can  hardly  foil 
to  multiply.  There  are,  also,  instances  of  another 
kind,  which  serve  to  strengthen  the  expectation; 
enterprises  for  improving  Sie  public  communica- 
tions, by  cutting  canals,  opening  the  obstructions  in 
rivers,  and  erecting  bridges,  have  received  very  ma- 
terial aid  from  the  same  source. 

When  the  manufacturing  capitalist  of  Europe 
shall  advert  to  the  many  important  advantages 
which  have  been  intimated  in  the  course  of  wis 
Report,  he  cannot  but  perceive  very  powerful  in- 
ducements to  a  transfer  of  himself  and  his  capital  to 
the  United  States.  Among  the  reflections,  which  a 
most  interesting  peculiarity  of  situation  is  calcula^ 
ted  to  suggest,  it  cannot  escape  his  observation,  as 
a  circumstance  of  moment  in  the  calculation,  that 
the  progressive  population  and  improvement  of  the 
United  States,  insure  a  continually  increasing  domes- 
Uc  demand  for  the  fabrics  which  he  shall  produce, 
not  to  be  affected  by  any  external  casualties  or  vi- 
cissitudes. 

But  while  there  are  circumstances  sufficiently 
strong  to  authorize  a  considerable  degree  of  reli- 
ance on'  the  aid  of  foreign  capital,  towards  the  at- 
tainment of  the  object  in  view,  it  is  satisfactory 
to  have  good  grounds  of  assurance  that  there  are 
domestic  resources  of  themselves  adequate  to  it 
It  happens  that  there  is  a  species  of  capital,  actually 
existing  within  the  United  States,  which  relieves 
from  all  inquietude  on  the  score  of  want  of  capi- 
tal—this is  the  Funded  Debt  « 

The  effect  of  a  Funded  Debt,  as  a  species  of 
capita],  has  been  noticed  upon  a  former  occasion ; 
but  a  more  particular  elucidation  of  the  point  seems 
to  be  required  by  the  stress  which  is  here  laid  upon 
it:  this  shall  accordingly  be  attempted. 

Public  funds  answer  the  purpose  of  capital  from 
the  .estimation  in  which  they  are  usually  held  by 
moneyed  men,  and  consequently  from  the  ease  and 
despatch  with  which  they  can  be  turned  into  money. 
This  capacity  of  prompt  convertibility  into  money 
causes  a  transfer  of  stock  to  be  in  a  great  number 
of  cases  equivalent  to  a  payment  in  coin;  and 
where  it  does  not  happen  to  suit  the  party  who  is  to 
receive,  to  accept  a  transfer  of  stock,  the  party 
who  is  to  pay  is  never  at  a  loss  to  find  elsewhere  a 
purchaser  of  his  stock,  who  will  furnish  him  in 
lieu  of  it  with  the  coin  of  which  he  stands  in 
need. 

Hence  in  a  sound  and  settled  state  of  the  public 
funds,  a  man  possessed  of  a  sum  in  them  can  em- 
brace any  scheme  of  business  which  offers  with  as 
much  confidence  as  if  he  were  possessed  of  an  equal 
sum  in  coin. 

This  operation  of  public  funds,  as  capital,  is  too 
obvious  to  be  denied ;  but  it  is  objected  to  the  idea 
of  their  operating  as  an  augmentation  of  the  capi- 
tal of  the  community  that  they  serve  to  occasion 
the  destruction  of  some  other  capital  to  an  equal 
amount 


The  capital  which  alone  thev  can  be  supposed 
to  destroy  must  consist  of  the  annual  reveaie, 
which  is  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  Debt,  and  to  the  gradual  redemption  of  the 
princinal.  The  amount  of  the  coin,  which  is  em- 
ployea  in  circulating  the  funds,  or,  in  other  wonb, 
in  effecting  the  different  alienations  which  they  u- 
dereo. 

But  the  following  appears  to  be  the  true  and  ae- 
curate  view  of  this  matter : 

1.  As  to  the  point  of  the  annual  revenue  reqai- 
site  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  redemption  q{ 
principal. 

As  a  determinate  proportion  will  tend  to  per- 
spicuity in  the  reasoning,  let  it  be  supposed  tiat 
the  annual  revenue  to  be  applied  eorrespondag 
with  the  modification  of  the  six  per  cent  stock 
of  tlie  United  States  is  in  the  ratio  of  dgfat  apofi 
the  hundred;  that  is,  in  the  first  instances  six  oa 
account  of  interest,  and  two  on  accoaot  of  pria- 
cipal. 

Thus  far  it  is  evident  that  the  capital  destroyed  J 
to  the  capital  created  would  bear  no  greater  proper-  JN 
tion  Uian  eight  to  one  hundred.  There  would  be  H 
withdrawn  from  the  total  mass  of  other  capitals  a '^ 
sum  of  eight  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  public  crea- 
tor, while  he  would  be  possessed  of  a  sum  of  out 
hundred  dollars,  ready  to  be  applied  to  any  par- 
pose,  to  be  embarked  in  any  enterprise  which  migbt 
appear  to  him  eligible.  Here,  then,  the  augmeota- 
tion  of  capital,  or  the  excess  of  that  which  is  {Re- 
duced beyond  that  which  is  destroyed,  is  equal  td 
ninety-two  dollars. 

To  this  conclusion  it  mav  be  objected,  that  tb< 
sum  of  eight  dollars  is  to  be  withdrawn  annually, 
until  the  whole  hundred  is  extinguished;  and  n 
may  be  inferred  that  in  process  of  time  a  capiu! 
will  be  destroyed .  equal  to  that  which  is  at  fi»t 
created. 

But  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  during  the  whole 
of  the  interval  between  the  creation  of  the  capital  of 
one  hundred  dollars  and  its  reduction  to  a  sua 
not  greater  than  that  of  the  annual  revenue  ap- 
propriated to  its  redemption,  there  will  be  a  gre&ter 
active  capital  in  existence  than  if  no  debt  had 
been  contracted.  The  sum  drawn  from  other  cs- 
pitals  in  any  one  year  will  not  exceed  eight  daU 
fars ;  but  there  will  be  at  every  instant  of  time 
during  the  whole  period  in  question  a  sum  cor- 
responding with  so  much  of  the  principal  as  re- 
mains unredeemed  in  the  hands  of  some  person 
or  other  employed,  or  ready  to  be  employed,  la 
some  profitable  undertaking.  There  will  therefv>Fe 
constantly  be  more  capital  in  capacity  to  be  employ- 
ed than  capital  taken  from  employment  The  excess 
for  the  first  year  has  been  stated  to  be  ninety-two 
dollars ;  it  will  diminish  yearly ;  but  there  always  will 
be  an  excess  until  the  principal  of  the  Debt  is  brought 
to  a  level  with  the  redeeming  annuity ;  that  is,  ia 
the  case  which  has  been  assumed  by  way  of  exam- 
ple, to  88.  The  reality  of  this  excess  becomes  palpa- 
ble, if  it  be  supposed,  as  often  happens,  that  the 
citizen  of  a  foreign  country  imports  into  the  Uci- 
ted  States  $100  for  the  purchase  of  an  equal  sam 
of  Public  Debt ;  here  is  an  absolute  aogmentatioa 
of  Uie  mass  of  circulating  coin  to  the  extent  of 
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one  hundred  dollars.  At  the  end  of  a  year  the 
foreigner  is  presumed  to  dHw  back  eight  dollars 
on  account  of  his  principal  and  interest,  but  he 
still  leaves  ninety-two  of  his  original  deposite  in 
circulation,  as  he  in  like  manner  leaves  eishty- 
four  at  the  end  of  the  second  year,  drawing  oack 
then  also  the  annuity  of  eight  dollars ;  and  thus 
the  matter  proceeds ;  the  capital  left  in  circulation 
diminishing  each  year,  and  comine  nearer  to  the 
level  of  the  annuity  drawn  back.  There  are,  how- 
ever, some  differences  in  the  ultimate  operation  of  the 
part  of  the  Debt,  which  is  purchased  by  foreigners, 
and  that  which  remains  in  the  hands  of  citizens. 
But  the  general  effect  in  each  case,  though  in  dif- 
ferent degrees,  is  to  add  to  the  active  capital  of 
the  countoy. 

Hitherto  the  reasoning  has  proceeded  on  a  con- 
cession of  the  position,  that  there  is  a  destruction 
of  some  other  capital  to  the  extent  of  the  annuity 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
the  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt ;  but 
in  this  too  much  has  been  conceded.  There  is  at 
most  a  temporary  transfer  of  some  other  capital, 
to  the  amount  of  the  annuity,  from  those  who  pay, 
to  the  creditor  who  receives;  which  he  again  re- 
stores to  the  circulation  to  resume  the  offices  of  a 
capital.  This  he  does  either  immnliately  by  em- 
ploying the  money  in  some  branch  of  industry,  or 
immediately  by  lending  it  to  some  other  person,  who 
does  so  employ  it,  or  by  spending  it  on  his  own 
maintenance.  In  either  supposition,  there  is  no 
destruction  of  capital ;  there  is  nothing  more  than 
s  suspension  of  its  motion  for  a  time;  that  is, 
while  it  is  passing  from  the  hands  of  those  who 
|my  into  the  public  coffers  and  thence  through  the 
public  creditor  into  some  other  channel  of  circu- 
lation. When  the  pavments  of  interest  are  peri- 
odical and  quick,  and  made  by  the  instrument- 
ality of  banks,  the  diversion  or  suspension  of 
capital  may  almost  be  denominated  momentary. 
Hence  the  deduction  on  this  account  is  far  less 
than  it  at  first  sight  appears  to  be. 

There  is  evidently,  as  far  as  regards  the  annuity, 
no  destruction  or  transfer  of  any  other  capital 
than  that  portion  of  the  income  of  each  indivi- 
dual, which  goes  to  make  up  the  annuitv.  The 
land  which  furnishes  the  farmer  with  the  sum 
which  he  is  to  contribute  remains  the  same ;  and 
the  like  may  be  observed  of  other  capitals.  In- 
deed, as  far  as  the^x,  which  is  the  object  of  con- 
tribution (as  frequently  happens  when  it  does  not 
oppress  by  its  weight)  may  have  been  a  motive 
to  greater  exertion  in  any  occupation;  it  may 
even  serve  to  increase  the  contributory  capital: 
this  idea  is  not  without  importance  in  the  general 
view  of  the  subject. 

It  remains  to  see  what  further  deduction  ought 
to  be  made  fh>m  the  capital  which  is  created  by 
the  existence  of  the  Debt  on  account  of  the  coin 
which  is  employed  in  its  circulation.  This  is  sus- 
ceptible of  much  less  precise  calculation  than  the 
article  which  has  been  just  discussed.  It  is  im- 
possible to  say  what  proportion  of  coin  is  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  alienations  which  any  species 
of  property  usually  undergoes :  the  quantity,  in- 
deed, varies,  according  to  circumstances.    But  it 


may  still,  without  hesitation,  be  pronounced,  from 
the  quickness  of  the  rotation,  or  rather  of  the 
transitions,  that  the  medium  of  circulation  alwavs 
bears  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
property  circulatecL  And  it  is  thence  satisfacto- 
rily deducible  that  the  coin  employed  in  the  ne- 
gotiations of  the  funds,  and  which  serve  to  give 
them  activity  as  capital,  is  incomparably  less  than 
the  sum  of  the  Debt  negotiated  for  the  purpose  of 
business. 

It  oiight  not,  however,  to  be  omitted,  that  the 
negotiation  of  th*e  funds  becomes  itself  a  distinct 
business,  which  employs,  and  by  employing  di- 
verts a  portion  of  the  circulating  coin  from  other 
pursuits ;  but,  making  due  allowance  for  this  cir- 
cumstance, there  is  no  reason  to  conclude  that 
the  effect  of  the  diversion  of  coin  in  the  whole 
operation  bears  any  considerable  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  capital  to  which  it  ^ves  activity. 
The  pum  of  the  Debt  in  circulation  is  continually 
at  the  command  of  any  useful  enterprise ;  the  coin 
itself  which  circulates  it  is  never  more  than  mo- 
mentarily suspended  fVom  its  ordinary  functions. 
It  experiences  an  incessant  and  rapid  flux  and  re- 
flux to  and  from  the  channels  of  industry  to  those 
of  speculations  in  the  funds. 

There  are  strong  circumstances  in  confirmation 
of  this  theory.  The  force  of  moneyed  capital  which 
has  been  displayed  in  Qreat  Britain,  and  the  height 
to  which  every  species  of  industry  has  grown  up 
under  it  defy  a  solution  from  thejquantity  of  coin 
which  that  Kingdom  has  ever  possessed.  Ac- 
cordingly it  has  been  coeval  with  its  Funding  Sys- 
tem, the  prevaUtng  opinion  of  the  men  of  busi- 
ness, and  of  the  generality  of  the  most  sagacious 
theorists  of  that  country,  that  the  operation  of  the 
public  funds  as  capital  has  contributed  to  the  ef- 
fect in  question.  Among  ourselves  appearances 
thus  far  favor  the  same  conclusion.  Industry  in 
general  seems  to  have  been  reanimated.  There 
are  symptoms  indicating  an  extension  of  our  com- 
merce. Our  navigation  has  certainly  of  late  had 
a  considerable  spring ;  and  there  appears  to  be  in 
many  parts  of  the  Union  a  command  of  capital, 
which,  till  lately,  since  the  Revolution  at  least, 
was  unknown.  But  it  is  at  the  same  time  to  be 
acknowledged  that  other  circumstances  have  con- 
curred, and  in  a  great  degree,  in  producing  the 
present  state  of  things,  and  that  the  appearances 
are  not  yet  sufficiency  decisive  to  be  entirely  re- 
lied upon. 

In  the  question  under  discussion,  it  is  import- 
ant to  distinguish  between  an  absolute  increase  of 
capital,  or  an  accession  of  real  wealth  and  an  arti- 
ficial increase  of  capital,  as  an  engine  of  business 
or  as  an  instrument  of  industry  and  commerce. 
In  the  first  sense,  a  Funded  Debt  has  no  preten- 
sions to  being  deemed  an  increase  of  capital ;  in 
the  last,  it  has  pretensions  which  are  not  easy  to 
be  controverted.  Of  a  similar  nature  is  bank  cre- 
dit, and,  in  an  inferior  degree,  every  species  of 
private  credit 

But  though  a  Funded  Debt  is  not  in  the  first 
instance  an  absolute  increase  of  capital  or  an  aug- 
mentation of  real  wealth,  yet  by  servine  as  a  new 
power  in  the  operations  of  industry,  it  has,  within 
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certain  bounds,  a  tendency  to  increase  the  real 
wealth  of  a  community ;  in  h'ke  manner  as  money 
borrowed  by  a  thrifty  farmer,  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
improvement  of  his  farm  may,  in  the  end,  add  to 
his  stock  of  real  riches. 

There  are  respectable  individuals  who,  from  a 
just  aversion  to  an  accumulation  of  Public  Debt, 
are  unwilling  to  concede  to  it  any  kind  of  utility, 
who  can  discern  no  good  to  alleviate  the  ill  with 
which  they  suppose  it  pregnant,  who  cannot  be 
persuaded  that  it  ought  in  any  sense  to  be  viewed 
as  an  increase  of  capital,  lest  it  should  be  inferred 
that  the  more  debt  the  more  capital — the  greater 
the  burdens  the  greater  the  blessings  of  the  com- 
munity. 

But  it  interests  the  public  councils  to  estimate 
every  object  as  it  truly  is,  to  appreciate  how  far 
the  good  in  any  measure  is  compensated  by  the 
ill,  or  the  ill  by  the  good ;  either  of  them  is  sel- 
dom unmixed. 

Neither  will  it  follow  that  an  accumulation  of 
Debt  is  desirable,  because  a  certain  degree  ef  it 
operates  as  capital.  There  may  be  a  plethora  in 
the  political  as'in  the  natural  body ;  there  maybe  a 
state  of  things  in  which  any  such  artificial  capital 
is  unnecessary.  The  Debt,  too,  may  be  swelled 
to  such  a  size  as  that  the  greatest  part  of  it  may 
cease  to  be  useful  as  a  capital,  serving  Only  to 
pamper  the  dissipation  of  idle  and  dissolute  mdi- 
viduals ;  as  that  the  sums  required  to  pay  the  in- 
terest upon  it  may  become  oppressive,  and  beyond 
the  means  which  a  Government  can  employ  con- 
sistently with  its  tranquility  to  raise  them ;  as 
that  the  resources  of  taxation  to  face  the  Debt 
may  have  been  strained  too  far  to  admit  of  exten- 
sions adequate  to  exigencies  which  regard  the 
public  safety. 

Where  this  critical  point  is,  cannot  be  pro- 
nounced ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  there 
is  not  such  a  point. 

And  as  the  vicissitudes  of  nations  beget  a  per- 
petual tendency  to  the  accumulation  of  Debt, 
there  ought  to  be  in  every  Government  a  per- 
petual, anxious,  and  unceasing  effort  to  reduce 
that,  which  at  any  time  exists,  as  fast  as  shall  be 
practicable,  consistently  with  integrity  and  good 
fiiith. 

Reasonings  on  a  subject  comprehending  ideas 
so  abstract  and  complex,  so  little  reducible  to  pre- 
cise calculation  as  those  which  enter  into  the 
question  jitst  discussed,  are  always  attended  with 
a  danger  of  running  into  fallacies ;  due  allowance 
ought  therefore  to  be  made  for  this  possibility. 
But,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  admits  of 
it,  there  appears  to  be  satisfactory  ground  for  a 
belief  that  the  public  funds  operate  as  a  resource 
of  capital  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  if  they  are  a  resource  at  all,  it  is  an  extensive 
one. 

To  all  the  arguments  which  are  brought  to 
evince  the  impracticability  of  success  in  manu- 
fiicturing  establishments  in  the  United  States,  it 
might  have  been  a  sufBcient  answer  to  have  re- 
ferred to  the  experience  of  what  has  been  already 
done.  It  is  certain  that  several  important  branches 
have  grown  up  and  flourished  with  a  rapidity  which 


surprises,  affording  an  enconragmg  assurance  of 
success  in  future  attempts ;  of  these  it  may  Dot 
be  improper  to  enumerate  the  most  considerable: 

I.  Of  SKins.  Tanned  and  tawed  leather,  dressed 
skins,  shoes,  boots,  and  slippers ;  harness  and  sad- 
dlery of  all  kinds;  portmanteaus  and  tronks;  lea- 
ther breeches,  gloves,  muffs,  and  tippets;  parch- 
ment and  glue. 

II.  Of  iron.  Bar  and  sheet  iron,  steel,  nail  rod^ 
and  nails ;  implements  of  husbandry ;  stores,  pots 
and  other  household  utensils;  the  steel  and  iroa 
wbrk  of  carriages  a|id  for  ship  building ;  anchon» 
scale  beams  and  weights,  and  varioiis  tools  of 
artificers;  arms  of  different  kinds:  though  the 
manu&cture  of  these  last  has  of  late  diminished 
for  want  of  demand. 

III.  Of  wood.  Ships,  cabinet  wares^  and  turne- 
ry ;  wool  and  cotton  cards,  and  other  machiDcry 
for  manufactures  and  husbandry;  mathematicil 
instruments ;  coopers'  wares  of  every  kind. 

rV.  Of  flax  and  hemp.  Cables,  sailcloth,  cord- 
age, twine,  and  packthread. 

y.  Bricks  and  coarse  tiles,  and  potters'  wares. 

YI.  Ardent  spirits  and  malt  liquors. 

YII.  Writing  and  printing  paper,  sheathing  and 
wrapping  paper,  pasteboards,  fullers  or  presspaper^ 
paperhangings. 

VIII.  Hats  of  fur  and  wool,  and  of  mixtnres  of 
both.    Women's  stuff  and  silk  shoes. 

IX.  Refined  sugars. 

X.  Oils  of  animals  and  seeds ;  soap,  qiennaccti 
and  tallow  candles. 

XI.  Copper  and  brass  wares,  particolarly  uten- 
sils for  distillers,  sugar  refiners,  and  brewers ;  andi- 
rons and  other  aitides  for  household  nse;  phikh 
sophical  apparatus. 

XII.  Tin  wares  for  most  purposes  of  ordinaiy 
use. 

XIII.  Carriages  of  all  kinds. 

XrV.  Snuff,  chewing  and  smoking  tobaocot 

XV.  Starch  and  hairpowder. 

XVI.  Lampblack,  and  other  painters'  colon. 

XVII.  Gunpowder. 

Besides  manufactories  of  these  articles,  which 
are  carried  on  as  regular  trades,  and  have  attained 
to  a  considerable  degree  of  maturity,  there  is  a  Ttst 
scene  of  household  manufacturing,  which  coa- 
tributes  more  largely  to  the  supply  of  the  commu- 
nity than  could  be  imagined  without  hsTing  mode 
it  an  object  of  particular  inquiry.  This  obserta- 
tion  is  the  pleasing  result  of  the  inrestigation  to 
which  the  subject  of  this  Report  has  led,  and  is  ap- 
plicable as  well  to  the  Southern  as  to  the  Middle 
and  Northern  States.  Great  quantities  of  coaisc 
cloths,  coatings,  serges,  and  flannels,  linsey-wool- 
sey, hosiery  of  wool,  cotton,  and  thread,  coarse 
fustians,  jeans  and  muslins,  checked  and  striped 
cotton  and  linen  goods,  bedticks,  coverlets  and 
counterpanes,  tow  linens,  coarse  shirtings,  sheet- 
ings, toweling  and  table  linen,  and  Tarious  mix- 
tures of  wool  and  cotton,  and  of  cotton  and  fiax, 
are  made  in  the  household  way,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  an  extent  not  only  sufficient  for  the 
supply  of  the  families  in  which  they  are  made, 
but  for  sale,  and  even  in  some  cases  for  exporta- 
tion.    It  is  computed,  in  a  number  of  districts,  thai 
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iwo-^hirdfl,  three-fourths,  and  even  foar-fifths  of 
ill  the  clothififf  of  the  inhabitanta  are  made  by 
Lheoiselvea.  The  importance  of  so  great  a  pro- 
gress as  appears  to  have  been  made  in  family  ma- 
dofaetores,  within  a  few  years,  both  in  a  moral 
and  poliUoal  view,  renders  the  foet  highly  interest- 
ing:. 

Neither  do^s  the  above  enameration  compre- 
hend all  the  aitieles  that  are  manofactared  as 
regalar  trades.  Many  others  oocar,  which  are 
equally  well  established,  bat  which  not  beinff  of 
eqaal  importance  have  been  omitted.  And  there 
are  nany  attempts,  still  in  their  infancy,  which, 
thoufi^h  attended  with  very  favorable  appearances, 
eoald  not  have  been  properly  comprised  in  an 
enumeration  of  manufaetones  already  established. 
There  are  other  articles,  also,  of  great  importance, 
which,  thoafi[h,  strictly  speaking,  manufacturee,  are 
omitted,  as  being  immemately  connected  with  hus- 
bandry— such  are  floar,  pot  and  pearl  ash,  pitch,  tar, 
turpentine,  and  the  like. 

There  remains  to  be  noticed  an  objection  to  the 
encouragement  of  manufactnres,  of  a  nature  dif- 
ferent from  those  which  anestion  the  probability 
of  Bttoeeas.  This  is  derivea  from  its  supposed  ten- 
dency to  give  a  monopoly  of  advantages  to  par- 
tieular  classes,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
community,  who,  it  is  affirmed,  would  be  able  to 
procare  the  requisite  supplies  of  manufactured  ar- 
ticles on  better  terms  n>om  foreigners  than  from 
our  own  citizens,  and  who,  it  is  alleged,  are  re- 
duced to  a  necessity  of  paying  an  enhanced  price 
for  whatever  they  want  by  every  measure  which 
obstructs  the  free  competition  of  foreign  commo- 
dities. 

It  is  not  an  unreasonable  supposition  that  mea- 
sures which  serve  to  abridge  the  free  competition 
of  foreign  articles  have  a  tendency  to  occasion  an 
enhancement  of  prices,  and  it  is  not  to  be  denied 
that  such  is  the  effect  in  a  number  of  cases ;  but 
the  foet  does  not  uniformly  correspond  with  the 
theory.  A  reduction  of  pnces  has,  in  several  in- 
stances, immediately  succeeded  the  establishment  of 
a  domestic  manufacture.  Whether  it  be  that  fo- 
reifl^n  manufacturers  endeavor  to  supplant  by  under- 
aelTing  our  own,  or  whatever  else  be  the  cause,  the 
effect  has  been  such  as  is  stated,  and  the  reverse  of 
what  might  have  been  expected. 

Bat  though  it  were  true  that  the  immediate  and 
certain  eflbet  of  regulations  controlling  the  com- 
petition of  foreign  with  domestic  fabncs  was  an 
increase  of  price,  it  is  universally  true  that  the 
contrary  is  the  ultimate  effect  with  every  success- 
ful manuActure.    When  a  domestic  manufacture 
has  attained  to  perfection,  and  has  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  it  a  competent  number  of  persons. 
It  invariably  becomes  cheaper.    Being  free  from 
the  heavy  charges  which  attend  the  importation 
of  foreign  commodities,  it  can  be  afforded,  and  ac- 
cordingly seldom  or  never  fails  to  be  sold  cheaper, 
in  process  of  time,  than  waa  the  foreign  article  for 
which  it  is  a  substitute.    The  internal  competi- 
tion which  takes  place  soon  does  away  every  thing 
like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the  price 
of  the  article  to  the  minimum  of  a  reasonable  pro- 
fit on  the  capital  employed.     This  aecorda  with 


the  reason  of  the  thing  and  with  experience. 
Whence  it  follows,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity, with  a  view  to  eventual  and  permanent 
economy,  to  encourage  the  growth  of  manufactures. 
In  a  national  view,  a  temporary  enhancement  of 
price  must  always  be  well  compensated  by  a  per- 
manent reduction  of  it 

It  is  a  reflection  which  may  with  propriety  be 
indulged  here,  that  this  eventual  diminution  of 
the  prices  of  manufactured  articles,  which  is  the 
result  of  internal  manufacturing  establishments, 
haa  a  direct  and  very  important  tendency  to  bene- 
fit agriculture.  It  enables  the  farmer  to  procure 
with  a  smaller  quantity  of  his  labor  the  manufac- 
tured produce  of  which  he  stands  in  need,  and 
consequently  increases  the  value  of  his  income  and 
property. 

The  objections  which  are  commonly  made  to  the 
expediency  of  encouraging  and  to  the  probability  of 
succeeding  in  manufacturinff  pursuits  m  the  United 
States,  having  now  been  discuased,  the  considera- 
tions, which  luive  appeared  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, recommending  that  species  of  industry  to 
the  'patronage  of  the  Government,  will  be  mate- 
rial Iv  strengthened  by  a  few  general  and  some 
particular  topics,  which  have  been  naturally  reserved 
for  subsequent  notice. 

1.  There  seems  to  be  a  moral  certainty  that  the 
trade  of  a  country  which  is  both  manufacturing 
and  agricultural  will  be  more  lucrative  and  pros- 
perous than  that  of  a  country  which  is  merely  ag- 
ricultural. One  reason  for  this  is  found  in  that 
general  effort  of  nations  (which  has  been  already 
mentioned)  to  procure  from  their  own  soils  the 
articles  of  prime  necessity  requisite  to  their  own 
consumption  and  use,  and  which  serves  to  render  /' 
their  demand  for  a  foreign  supply  of  such  articles 
in  a  great  degree  occasional  ana  contingent  Hence, 
while  the  necessities  of  nations  exclusively  devot- 
ed to  agriculture  for  the  fabrics  of  manufacturing 
States  are  constant  and  reffular,  the  wants  of  the 
latter  for  the  products  of  the  former  are  liable  to 
very  considerable  fluctuations  and  interruptions. 
The  great  inequalities  resulting  from  difference  of 
seasons  have  been  elsewhere  remarked.  This  uni- 
formity of  demand  on  the  one  side,  and  unsteadi- 
ness of  it  on  the  other,  must  necessarilv  have  a 
tendency  to  cause  the  general  course  or  the  ex- 
change of  commodities  ^tween  the  parties  to  turn 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  mereljr  agricultural 
States.  Peculiarity  of  situation,  a  cligiato  and  soil 
adapted  to  the  production  of  peculiar  commodities, 
may  sometimes  contradict  the  rule;  but  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  found  in  the 
main  a  just  one. 

Another  circumstance  which  gives  a  superiori- 
ty of  commercial  advantages  to  States  that  manu- 
facture as  well  as  cultivate,  consists  in  the  more 
numerous  attractions  which  a  more  diversified 
market  offers  to  foreign  customers,  and  in  the 
greater  scope  which  it  affords  to  mercantile  enter- 
prise. It  is  a  position  of  indisputable  truth  in  com- 
merce, depencung,  too,  on  very  obvious  reasons, 
that  the  greatest  resort  will  ever  be  to  those  marts 
where  commodities,  while  equally  abundant,  are 
most  various.    Each  difference  of  kind  holds  out 
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an  additional  inducement ;  and  it  U  a  position  not 
less  clear,  that  the  field  of  enterprise  must  be  en- 
larged to  the  merchants  of  a  country  in  proportion 
to  the  variety  as  well  as  the  abundance  of  commodi- 
ties which  they  find  at  home  for  exportation  to  fo- 
reign markets. 

A  third  circumstance,  perhaps  not  inferior  to 
either  of  the  other  two,  conferring  the  superiority 
which  has  been  stated,  has  relation  to  the  ataffna* 
tions  of  demand  for  certain  commodities  which  at 
some  time  or  other  interfere  more  or  less  with  the 
sale  of  all.  The  nation  which  can  bring  to  mar- 
ket but  a  few  articles  is  likely  to  be  more  quickly 
and  sensibW  affected  by  such  stagnations  than  one 
which  is  always  possessed  of  a  great  variety  of 
commodities.  The  former  frequently  finds  too 
great  a  portion  of  its  stock  of  materials  for  sale  or 
exchange  lying  on  hand,  or  is  obliged  to  make  in- 
jurious sacrifices  to  supply  its  wants  of  foreign 
articles,  which  are  numerous  and  urgent  in  propor- 
tion to  the  small neas  of  the  numl^r.  of  its  own. 
The  latter  commonly  finds  itself  indemnified  by 
the  high  prices  of  some  articles  for  the  low  prices 
of  others ;  and  the  prompt  and  advantageous  sale 
of  those  articles  which  are  in  demand  enables  its 
merchants  the  better  to  wait  for  a  fiivorable  change* 
in  respect  to  those  which  are  not.  There  is  ground 
to  believe  that  a  difierence  of  situation  in  this  pai^ 
ticular  has  immensely  different  effects  upon  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  nations. 

From  these  circumstances,  collectively,  two  im- 
portant inferences  are  to  be  drawn — one,  that  there 
is  always  a  higher  probability  of  a  favorable  ba- 
lance of  trade  in  regard  to  countries  in  which  ma- 
nufactures, founded  on  the  basis  of  a  thriving  agri- 
culture, flourish,  than  in  regard  to  those  which  are 
confined  wholly  or  almost  wholly  to  agriculture ; 
the  other  (which  is  also  a  consequence  of  the  first) 
that  countries  of  the  former  description  are  likely 
to  possess  more  pecuniary  wealth,  or  money,  than 
those  of  the  latter. 

Facts  appear  to  correspond  with  this  conclusipn. 
The  importations  of  manufactured  supplies  seem 
invariably  to  drain  the  merely  agricultural  people 
of  their  wealth.  Let  the  situation  of  the  manu- 
facturing countries  of  Europe  be  compared  in  this 
particular  with  that  of  countries  which  only  cul- 
tivate, and  the  disparity  will  be  striking.  Other 
causes,  it  is  true,  help  to  account  for  this  disparity 
between  some  of  them,  and,  among  these  causes, 
the  relative  state  of  agriculture;  but,  between 
others  of  them,  the  most  prominent  circumstance 
of  dissimilitude  arises  from  the  comparative  state 
of  manufactures.  In  corroboration  of  the  same 
idea,  it  ought  not  to  escape  remark,  that  the  West 
India  Islands,  the  soils  of  which  are  the  most  fer- 
tile, and  the  nation  which  in  the  greatest  degree 
supplies  the  rest  of  the  world  with  precious  me- 
tals, exchange  to  a  loss  with  almost  every  other 
country.  As  far  as  experience  at  home  may  guide, 
it  will  lead  to  the  same  conclusion.  Previous  to 
the  Revolution,  the  quantity  of  coin  possessed  by 
the  Colonies  which  now  compose  the  United 
States  appeared  to  be  inadeouate  to  their  circula- 
tion, and  their  debt  to  Great  Britain  was  progress- 
ive.   Since  the  Revolution,  the  States  m  which 


manufiustures  have  most  increased  haye  reeovered 
safest  from  the  injuries  of  the  late  war,  and  abound 
ipost  in  pecuniary  resources. 

It  ought  to  be  admitted,  however,  in  thia,  as  in 
the  preceding  case,  that  causes  irrelative  to  the 
state  of  manufactures,  account,  in  a  degree,  for 
the  phenomena  remarked.  The  continual  pro- 
gress of  new  settlements  has  a  natural  tendency 
to  occasion  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade,  thougk 
it  indemnifies  for  the  inconvenience  by  that  in- 
crease of  the  national  capital  which  flows  from 
the  conversion  of  waste  into  improved  lands ;  and 
the  different  degrees  of  external  commerce  which 
are  carried  on  by  the  different  Statea  may  make 
material  differences  in  the  comparative  state  of 
their  wealth.  The  first  circumstance  faaa  refer- 
ence to  the  deficiency  of  coin  and  the  inereaae  of 
debt  previous  to  the  Revolution;  the  last  to  the 
advantages  which  the  most  manufacturing  States 
appear  to  have  enjoyed  over  the  others  since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  late  war.  But  the  uniform  appear- 
ance of  an  abundance  of  specie,  as  the  concomitant 
of  a  flourishing  state  of  manufactures,  and  of  the  re- 
verse, where  uey  do  not  prevail,  afford  a  strong 
presumption  of  their  favorable  operation  upon  the 
wealth  of  a  country.  Not  only  the  wealth,  bat 
the  independence  and  security  of  a  country,  ap> 
pear  to  be  materially  connected  with  the  pro^ 
perity  of  manufactures.  Every  nation,  wiih  a 
view  to  those  great  objects,  ought  to  endeavor  to 
possess  within  Itself  all  the  essentials  of  natioml 
supply.  These  comprise  the  means  of  subsistence, 
haoitation,  clothing,  and  defence.  The  poaaessioQ 
of  these  is  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  the  body 
politic,  to  the  safety  as  well  as  to  the  welfare  of 
the  society.  The  want  of  either  is  the  want  of 
an  important  organ  of  political  life  and  motion; 
and  in  the  various  crises  which  await  a  State  it 
must  severely  feel  the  effects  of  such  deficiency. 
The  extreme  embarrassments  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war  from  an  incapacity  of  supply- 
ing themselves,  are  still  matter  of  keen  reeoUee- 
tion.  A  future  war  might  be  expected  again  to 
exemplify  the  mischiefs  and  dangers  of  a  sitns- 
tion  to  which  that  incapacity  is  still  in  too  great 
a  degree  applicable,  unless  changed  by  timely  and 
vigorous  exertions.  To  effect  tnis  change,  as  fast 
as  shall  be  prudent,  merits  all  the  attention  and 
all  the  zeal  of  our  public  councils.  It  is  the  next 
mat  work  to  be  accomplished.  The  want  of  a 
Navy  to  protect  our  external  commerce,  as  long  as 
it  shall  continue,  must  render  it  a  peculiarly  preca- 
rious reliance  for  the  supply  of  essential  articles, 
and  must  serve  to  strengthen  prodigiously  the  axgu- 
ments  in  favor  of  manufactures. 

To  these  general  considerations  are  added  some 
of  a  more  particular  nature.  Our  distance  from 
Europe,  the  great  fountain  of  manufactured  sup- 
ply, subjects  us,  in  the  existing  state  of  things,  to 
inconvenience  and  loss  in  two  ways.  The  bnlki- 
ness  of  those  commodities  which  are  the  chief 
productions  of  the  soil,  necessarily  imposes  very 
heavy  charges  on  their  transportation  to  distant 
markets.  These  chaises,  in  the  cases  in  which 
the  nations  to  whom  our  products  are  sent,  oaio- 
tain  a  competition  in  the  supply  of  their  own  mar- 
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kets,  principally  ftll  upon  us,  and  form  material 
deductions  from  the  primitive  value  of  the  articles 
furnished.  The  changes  on  manufactured  supplies 
brought  Ihnn  Europe  are  greatly  enhancea  bj 
the  same  circumstance  of  distance.  These  charges, 
again,  in  the  cases  in  which  our  own  industry 
maintains  no  competition  in  our  own  markets,  also 
principally  fall  upon  us,  and  are  an  additional 
cause  of  extraordinary  deduction  from  the  primitive 
value  of  our  own  products,  Jbhese  being  the  mate- 
rials of  exchange  for  the  foreign  fabrics  which  we 
consume. 

The  equality  and  moderation  of  individual  pro- 
perty, and  the  growing  settlements  of  new  districts, 
occasion,  in  this  country,  an  unusual  demand  for 
coarse  raanufiustures — ^the  charges  of  which,  being 
greater  in  proportion  to  their  greater  bulk,  aug- 
ment the  disadvantage  which  has  been  Just  de- 
scribed. 

As  in  most  countries  domestic  supplies  mun- 
tdn  a  very  considerable  competition  with  such 
foreign  productions  of  the  soil  as  are  imported  for 
sale.  If  the  extensive  establishment  of  manufiic- 
tories  in  the  United  States  does  not  create  a  simi- 
lar competition  in  respect  to  manu&ctured  arti- 
cles, it  appears  to  be  clearly  deducible,  from  the 
considerations  which  have  oeen  mentioned,  that 
they  must  sustain  a  double  loss  in  their  exchanges 
with  foreign  nations,  strongly  conducive  to  an  un- 
&vorable  balance  of  trade,  and  very  prejudicial  to 
their  interests.  These  disadvantages  press  with 
no  small  weight  on  the  landed  interest  of  the 
country.  In  seasons  of  peace  they  cause  a  seri- 
ous deduction  from  the  intrinsic  vuue  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil.  In  the  time  of  a  war,  which 
should  either  involve  ourselves  or  another  nation 
possessing  a  considerable  share  of  our  carrying 
trade,  the  charges  on  the  transportation  of  our 
commodities,  bulky  as  most  of  them  are,  could 
hardly  fdl  to  prove  a  grievous  burden  to  the  farm- 
er, while  obliged  to  depend  in  so  great  a  degree  as 
he  now  does,  upon  foreign  markets  for  the  vent  of 
the  surolus  of  his  labor.  As  far  as  the  prosperity 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States  is  impeded  by 
the  want  of  an  adequate  market,  there  arises 
Mother  special  reason  for  desiring  the  extension  of 
manufactures.  Besides  the  fish,  which,  in  many 
places,- would  be  likely  to  make  a  part  of  the  sub- 
ostence  of  the  persons  emploved,  it  is  known  that 
the  oils,  bones,  and  skins,  of  marine  animals  are 
•f  extensive  use  in  various  manufactures.  Hence 
the  prospect  of  an  additional  demand  for  the  pro- 
dace  of  the  fisheries. 

One  more  point  of  view  only  remains,  in  which 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  encouraging  manu- 
&ctures  in  the  United  States.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  meet  with  an  opinion,  that  though  the  pro- 
moting of  mannflictures  may  be  the  interest  of  a 
part  of  the  Union,  it  is  contrary  to  that  of  another 
part  The  Northern  and  Southern  regions  are 
sometimes  represented  as  having  adverse  interests 
in  this  respect  Those  are  called  manufacturing, 
these  a^cultural  States,  and  a  species  of  oppoa- 
tion  is  imagined  to  subsist  between  the  manufac- 
turing and  agricultural  interests.  This  idea  of  an 
opposition  between  those  two  interests  is  the  com- 


mon error  of  the  early  periods  of  every  country ; 
but  experience  gradually  dissipates  it  Indeed, 
they  are  perceiv^  so  often  to  succor  and  to  be- 
friend each  other,  that  they  come  at  length  to  be 
considered  as  ono— a  supposition  which  has  been 
frequentiy  abused,  and  is  not  universally  true. 
Particular  encouragements  of  particular  manufac- 
tures may  be  of  a  nature  to  sacrifice  the  interests 
of  landholders  to  those  of  manufaeturers ;  but  it  is 
nevertheless  a  maxim  well  established  by  experi- 
ence, and  generally  acknowledged  where  there 
has  been  sufficient  experience,  that  the  "aggre- 
gate** prosperity  of  manufiictures,  and  the  "ag- 
gregate** prosperity  of  agriculture  are  intimatenr 
connected.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  whica 
has  had  place,  various  weighty  considerations  have 
been  adduced,  operating  in  support  of  that  maxim. 
Perhaps  the  superior  steadiness  of  the  demand  of 
a  domestic  nmrket  for  the  surplus  produce  of  the 
soil,  is  alone  a  convincing  argument  of  its  truth. 

Ideas  of  a  contrariety  of  interests  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  regions  of  the  Union,  are 
in  the  main,  as  unfounded  as  they  are  mischievous. 
The  diversity  of  circumstances  on  which  such 
contrariety  is  usually  predicated,  authorizes  a  di- 
rectiy  contrary  conclusion.  Mutual  wants  con- 
stitute one  of  the  strongest  links  of  political  con- 
nexion, and  the  extent  of  these  bears  a  natural 
proportion  to  the  diversity  in  the  means  of  mutual 
supply.  Suggestions  of  an  opposite  complexion 
are  ever  to  be  deplored,  as  unfriendly  to  the  steady 
pursuit  of  one  great  common  cause,  and  to  the 
perfect  harmony  of  all  the  part& 

In  proportion  as  the  mind  is  accustomed  to  trace 
the  intimate  connexion  of  interest  which  subsists 
between  all  the  parts  of  a  society  united  under 
the  same  (Government,  the  infinite  variety  of  chan- 
nels which  serve  to  circulate  the  prosperity  of 
each  to  and  through  the  rest,  in  that  proportion  it 
will  be  little  apt  to  be  ctisturbed  by  solicitudes  and 
apprehensions  which  originate  in  local  discrimi- 
nations. It  is  a  truth  as  important  as  it  is  agreea- 
ble, and  one  to  which  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine 
exceptions,  that  everything  tending  to  establish 
substantial  and  permanent  order  in  the  aflfitirs  of  a 
country,  to  increase  the  total  mass  of  industiy  and 
opulence,  is  ultimately  beneficial  to  every  part  of  it 
On  the  credit  of  this  great  truth,  an  acquiescence 
may  safely  be  accorded,  from  every  quarter,  to 
all  institutions  and  arrangements  which  promise  a 
confirmation  of  public  o^er,  and  an  augmentation 
of  national  resource. 

But  there  are  more  particular  considerations, 
which  serve  to  fortify  the  idea  that  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufiustures  is  the  interest  of  all  parts  of 
the  Union.  If  the  Northern  and  Middle  States 
should  be  the  principal  scenes  of  such  establish- 
ments, they  would  immediately  benefit  the  more 
Southern,  by  creating  a  demand  for  productions, 
some  of  which  they  have  in  common  with  the 
other  States,  and  others  of  which  are  either  pecu- 
liar to  them,  or  more  abundant,  or  of  better  equality 
than  elsewhere.  These  productions,  principally, 
are  timber,  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  wool,  raw  silk,  in- 
digo, iron,  lead,  furs,  hides,  skins,  and  coals.  Of 
these  articles,  cotton  and  indigo  are  peculiar  to  the 
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Southern  SUtes,  as  are  hitherto  lead  and  ooaI< 
Flax  and  hetnp  are,  or  may  be  raised  in  fC^ftter 
abundance  tbere^  than  in  the  more  Northern  States ; 
and  the  wool  of  Virginia  is  said  to  be  of  better 
qualitj  than  that  of  any  other  State^-*  droum- 
stance  rendered  the  more  probable  by  the  reflec* 
tion  that  Virginia  embraces  the  same  latitudes 
with  the  finest  wool  countries  of  Europe.  The 
climate  of  the  South  is  also  better  adapted  to  the 
production  of  silk.  The  ex  tensive  cultivation  of 
cotton  can  perhaps  hardly  be  expected,  but  from 
the  previous  establishment  of  domestic  manufac- 
tories of  the  article ;  and  the  surest  encouragement 
and  vent  for  the  others,  would  result  firom  similar 
establishments  in  respect  to  them. 

It,  then,  it  satisfactorily  appears,  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  genially,  to  encou- 
rage manufiictures,  it  merits  particular  attention, 
that  there  are  circumstances  which  render  the 
present  a  critical  moment  for  entering  with  seal 
upon  the  important  business.  The  enbrt  cannot 
fiul  to  be  materially  seconded  by  a  considerable 
and  increasing  influx  of  money,  in  consequence  of 
foreign  speculations  in  the  funds,  and  by  the  disor- 
ders which  exist  in  different  parts  of  Europe. 

The  first  circumstance  not  only  fiu^litates  the 
execution  of  manu&cturing  enterprises,  but  it  in- 
dicates them  as  &  necessary  mean  to  turn  the  thing 
itself  to  advantage,  and  to  prevent  its  being  event- 
ually an  evil  If  useful  employment  be  not  found 
for  the  money  of  foreigners  brought  to  the  country 
to  be  invested  in  purchases  of  the  Public  Debt,  it 
will  quickly  be  re-exported  to  defray  the  expense 
of  an  extraordinary  consumption  of  foreign  luxu- 
ries; and  distressing  drains  of  our  specie  may 
hereafter  be  experienced  to  pay  the  interest,  and 
redeem  the  principal  of  the  purchased  Debt  This 
useful  emplovment,  too^  ought  to  be  of  a  nature  to 
produce  solid  and  permanent  improvements.  If 
the  money  merely  serves  to  give  a  temporary 
spring  to  foreign  commerce,  as  it  cannot  procure 
new  and  lasting  outlets  for  the  products  <^  tiie 
country,  there  will  be  no  real  or  durable  advan- 
tage gained.  As  fiur  as  it  shall  find  its  way  in 
agricultural  ameliorations,  in  opening  canals,  and 
in  similar  improvements,  it  will  be  productive  of 
substantial  utility.  But  there  is  reason  to  doubt 
whether,  in  such  channels,  it  is  likely  to  find  suf- 
ficient employment,  and  still  more  whether  many 
of  those  who  possess  it,  would  be  as  readily 
attracted  to  ot^ts  of  this  nature,  as  manufactur- 
ing pursuits,  which  bear  greater  analogy  to  those 
to  which  they  are  accustomed,  and  to  the  spirit 
generated  by  them.  To  open  the  one  field  as  well 
as  the  other,  will  at  least  secure  a  better  prospect 
of  useful  employment,  for  whatever  acoession  of 
money  there  has  been  or  may  be. 

There  is  at  the  present  juncture  a  certain  fomen- 
tation of  mind,  a  certain  activity  of  speculation  and 
enterprise,  which  if  properly  directed  may  be  made 
subservient  to  useful  purposes,  but  which,  if  left 
entirely  to  itself  may  be  attended  with  peraidous 
efi*ects. 

The  disturbed  state  of  Europe  inclining  its  citi- 
lens  to  emigration,  the  requisite  workmen  will  be 
more  easily  acquirad  than  at  another  time;  and 


the  effect  of  multiplying  the  oppoiiuiiitiea  of  em* 
ployment  to  those  who  emigrate,  may  be  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  and  extent  of  valoable  ae- 
auisittons  to  the  population,  aits,  and  indostey  ef 
10  country.  To  find  pleasure  in  the  calamities  of 
other  nations^  would  bo  criminal;  bnl  to  benefit 
oursdves,  l^  opening  an  asylum  to  those  who 
suffer  in  conseqoenoe  of  them,  is  as  JusdflaUo  as  it 
is  politic 

A  full  view  having, now  been  taken  of  the  in- 
ducements to  the  promotion  of  manniactuwa  in 
the  United  States,  accompanied  with  an  ftxamin»» 
tion  of  the  principal  objectioDS  which  are  com- 
monly urged  in  op|M)sition,  it  is  proper,  in  the  neit 
place,  to  consider  the  means  by  which  it  may  be 
effected,  as  introduotoiy  to  a  spedficatioD  of  the 
ot^ts  which,  in  the  present  state  of  tlnngs,  ap> 
pear  the  most  fit  to  be  encouraged,  and  of  Che  par- 
ticular measures  which  it  may  be  advisable  to 
adopt,  in  respect  to  each. 

In  order  to  a  better  judgment  of  the  means  pio- 
per  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  United  Stales,  it  wfll 
be  of  use  to  advert  to  those  which  have  been  em- 
I^oyed  with  success  in  other  coontriea.  The 
prindpal  of  these  are — 

I.  Protecting  duties,  or  duties  on  those  fcreigB 
articles  which  are  the*  rirals  of  the  domestic  oms 
intended  to  be  encouraged.  Duties  of  this  natora 
evidently  amount  to  a  virtual  bounty  on  the  do- 
mestic mbric,  dnoe,  by  enhancing  the  charges  on 
foreign  artides^  they  enable  the  national  manufre- 
turere  to  undersell  aU  their  lioreign  competrtara. 
The  propriety  of  this  spedes  of  enoooragcmcat 
need  not  be  dwdt  upon,  as  it  is  not  only  a  dev 
result  from  the  numerous  topics  which  have  been 
su^ested,  but  is  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  variety  of  instances.  It  has 
the  additional  recommendation  ai  being  a  resoorce 
of  revenue.  Indeed,  all  the  duties  imposed  on  im- 
ported artides,  though  with  an  exdudvo  view  to 
revenue,  have  the  effect  in  cotitempktion,  and, 
exo^t  where  they  fidl  on  raw  malurials^  wear  a 
beneficent  aspect  towards  the  mannfiMrtnues  of  the 
countiy. 

IL  P)rohibitions  of  riral  artides,  or  duties  equi- 
valent to  prohibitions.  This  is  another  and  an 
efficacious  mean  of  encouraging  national  manu- 
fiMstures,  but  in  general  it  is  osdy  fit  to  be  employed 
when  a  manufacture  has  made  such  a  progress 
and  is  in  so  many  hands  ss  to  insare  a  due  com- 
petition, and  an  adequate  supply  on  reaaonaUe 
terms.  Of  duties  equivalent  to  prohibitioiis,  there 
are  examples  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  aad 
there  are  other  cases  to  which  the  prindple  may 
be  advantageously  extended,  but  they  are  not  no- 
merous.  (>>nddering  a  monopoly  of  the  domesde 
market  to  its  own  manufacturere  as  the  reigning 
policy  of  manu&oturing  nations,  a  similar  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  every  proper 
instance,  is  dictated,  it  might  almost  be  said^  by 
the  prindples  of  distributive  justice-^oertainly  by 
the  duty  of  endeavouring  to  secure  to  their  own 
citisens  a  redprodty  of  advantage. 

III.  Prohibitions  of  the  exportation  of  the  mate- 
rials of  manufactures.  The  desire  of  securing  a 
cheap  and  plentiful  supply  for  the  national  work- 
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meo,  and,  where  the  ifticle  is  either  peculiar  to 
the  country,  or  of  peculiar  quality  there^  the  leal* 
ousy  of  enabling  foreign  woriunen  to  rival  thoae 
of  Uie  nation^  with  it  sown  materials,  are  the  lead- 
ing rootivea  to  this  species  -of  regulation.  li  ought 
not  to  be  affirmed,  that  it  is  in  no  instance  proper ; 
but  it  is  certainly  one  which  ought  to  be  adopted 
with  great  ciroumspection,  and  only  in  Tcry  plain 
cues.  It  IB  seen  at  once,  that  its  immediate  operSp 
tion  iSk  to  abridge  the  demand,  and  keep  down  the 
price  of  the  produce  of  some  other  branch  of  in* 
duptry — generally  speakings  of  agriculture — to  the 
prejudice  of  those  who  carry  it  on ;  and  though,  if 
it  be  really  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  any  very 
important  national  manufiuture^  it  may  Mppen 
that  those  who  are  injured  in  the  first  instance  raajr 
be  eventually  indemnified  by  the  superior  steadir 
ness  of  an  extensive  domestic  market  depending  on 
that  prosperity ;  yet,  in  a  matter  in  which  there  is 
60  much  room  for  nice  and  difficult  combinations, 
in  which  such  opposite  considerations  combat  each 
other,  prudence  seems  to  dicteto  that  the  expe- 
dient in  question  ought  to  be  indulged  with  a 
sparing  hand. 

TV.  Pecuniary  bounties.  This  has  been  found 
one  of  the  most  ^cadous  means  of  encouraging 
mtnu&ctureSi  and  it  is  in  some  views  the  best 
Though  it  has  not  yet  been  practised  upon  by  the 
Government  <tf  the  United  Stetes,  (unless  the  al- 
lowance on  the  exportation  of  dried  and  pickled 
fish  and  salted  meat  could  be  considered  as  a 
bounty,)  and  though  it  is  less  fiivored  by  public 
opinion  than  some  other  modes.  Ite  advantages 
are  these: 

First  It  is  a  species  of  encouragement  more 
positive  and  direct  than  any  o^er,  and  for  that 
very  reason,  has  a  more  im§iediato  tendency  to 
stimulate  and  uphdd  new  enterprises,  inereaang 
the  chances  of  profit,  and  diminishing  the  risks  of 
loss  in  the  first  attempts. 

Second.  It  avoids  the  inconvenience  of  a  tem- 
porary augmentation  of  price,  which  is  incident 
to  some  otiier  modes,  or  it  produces  it  to  a  less 
degree,  either  by  making  no  addition  to  the  charges 
on  the  rival  foreign  article,  as  in  the  case  of  pro^ 
tecting  4luties,  or  by  making  a  smaller  addition. 
The  first  happens  when  the  fund  for  the  bounty  is 
derived  from  a  different  object,  whidi  may  or  may 
not  increase  the  price  of  some  o^er  article,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  that  object ;  the  second, 
when  the  fund  is  derived  from  the  same  or  %  simi- 
lar object  of  foreign  manu&cture.  One  per  cent 
duty  on  the  foreign  article  converted  into  a  bountr 
on  the  domestic,  will  have  an  equal  effect  with 
a  duty  of  two  per  cent,  exclusive  of  sudi  bounty ; 
and  the  price  of  the  foreign  commodity  is  liable  to 
be  raised  in  one  case  in  the  proportion  of  one  per 
cent ;  in  the  other,  in  that  of  two  per  cent  In- 
deed, the  bounty,  when  drawn  from  another 
source,  is  calculated  to  promote  a  reductiwi  of 
price ;  because,  without  laying  any  new  charge  on 
the  foreign  article,  it  serves  to  introduce  a  compe- 
tition with  it,  and  to  increase  the  total  quantity  of 
the  article  in  the  market 

Third.  Bounties  have  not,  like  high  protecting 
duties,  a  tendency  to  {woduce  scarcity.    An  in- 


crease of  price  is  not  always  the  immednte  (though 
when  the  progress  of  a  domestic  manuftcture 
does  not  counteract  a  rise,  it  is  commonly  the  ulti- 
mate) efi^ect  of  an  additional  duty.  In  the  inter- 
val between  the  laying  of  the  duty  and  a  propor- 
tional increase  of  price,  it  may  discourage  importa- 
tion, by  interforing  with  the  pfoflte  to  be  expected 
from  the  sale  of  the  artide. 

Fourth.  Bounties  an  sometimes  not  only  the 
best,  bat  the  only  proper  expedient^  for  uniting  the 
enceuiagement  of  a  new  obfect  of  agriculturo  wfth 
that  of'  a  new  olgect  of  mannfkcture.  It  is  the 
interest  of  the  fonner^to  have  the  production  of  the 
raw  material  promoted,  by  counteracting  the  inter- 
ference of  the  foreign  material  of  the  same  kind. 
It  is  the  interest  of  the  manufocturer  to  have  the 
material  abundant  and  cheap.  If,  prior  to  the 
domestic  production  of  the  material  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  supply  the  manufacturer  on  good 
terms^  a  duty  be  laid  upon  the  importation  of  it 
from  abroad,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  raising 
of  it  at  home,  the  interest  both  of  the  finmer  and 
manufiusturer  will  be  disserved,  by  either  destroy- 
ing the  requisite  Aopply,  or  raising  the  price  of  the 
ai&le  beyond  what  can  be  afforded  to  be  given  for 
it  by  the  conductor  of  an  inihnt  manufiicture,  it  is 
abandoned  or  fiiilb ;  and,  there  being  no  domestic 
manufiictories  to  crests  a  demand  for  the  raw  ma- 
terial which  is  raised  by  the  former,  it  is  in  vain 
that  the  competition  of  the  like  foreign  article  may 
haTO  been  destroyed. 

It  cannot  "escape-  notice,  that  a  duty  upon  the 
importation  of  an  article  can  no  otherwise  aid  the 
domestic  production  of  it,  than  by  giving  the  latter 
greater  advantages  in  the  home  maricet  It  can 
have  no  influence  upon  the  advantageous  ssle  of 
the  article  produced,  in  foreign  markets-^no  ten- 
dency, therefore,  to  promote  its  exportetion. 

The  true  way  to  condliato  these  two  intereste 
is,  to  hiy  a  duty  on  foreign  manuthctures  of  the 
materia],  the  growth  of  which  is  desired  to  be  en- 
couraged, and  to  apply  the  produce  of  that  duty 
by  way  oS  bounty,  either  upon  the  production  of 
the  material  itseli^  or  upon  ite  manufocture  at 
home,  or  upon  both.  In  tiiis  disposition,  of  the 
thing,  the  mannfiMturer  commences  his  enterprise 
under  every  advantege  which  is  attainiiile,  as  to 
quantity  or  price  of  the  raw  material.  And  the 
former,  if  the  bounty  be  immediately  to  him,  is  en- 
abled by  it  to  entw  into  a  successftil  competition 
with  the  foreign  material ;  if  the  bouBty  be  to  the 
manufacturer  on  so  much  of  the  domestic  material 
as  he  consumes,  the  <^>eration  is  neuW  the  same : 
he  has  a  motive  of  interest  to  prefor  the  domestic 
commodity,  if  of  equal  quality,  CTen  at  a  higher 
price  thaa  the  foreign,  so  long  as  tiie  difference  of 
price  is  anything  short  of  the  bounty  which  is  al- 
lowed upon  the  artide. 

Except  the  simple  and  ordinary  kinds  of  house- 
hold manufacture,  or  those  for  whidi  there  are 
very  commanding  local  advantages,  pecunisrf 
bounties  are  in  most  cases  indispensable  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  InmndL  A  stimulus  and  a 
support  not  less  powerfiil  and  direct  is,  generally 
speaking,  essential  to  the  overcoming  of  the  ob- 
stadea  wjuch  arise  fiiom  the  competitions  of  snpe- 
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rior  Bkill  and  maturity  elsewhere.  Boanties  are 
especially  essential,  in  regard  to  articles  upon 
which  those  foreigners  who  have  been  accustomed 
to  supply  a  country,  are  in  the  practice  of  granting 
them. 

The  continuance  of  bounties  on  manufiustures 
long  established,  must  almost  always  be  of  ques- 
tionable policy ;  because  a  presumption  would  arise 
in  every  such  case,  that  there  were  natural  and  in- 
herent impediments  to  success.  But  in  new  un- 
dertakings, they  are  as  justifiable  as  they  are  of- 
tentimes necessaiy.  There  is  a  degree  of  preju- 
dice against  bounties  from  an  appearance  of  giv- 
ing away  the  public  money,  without  an  immediate 
consideration,  and  from  a  supposition  that  they 
serve  to  enrich  particular  classes  at  the  expense  of 
the  community.  But  neither  of  these  sources  of 
dislike  will  bear  serious  examination.    There  is  no 

Surpose  to  which  public  money  can  be  more  bene- 
daily  applied,  than  to  the  acquisition  of  a  new 
and  useful  branch  of  industry — no  connderation 
more  valuable  than  a  permanent  addition  to  the 
general  stock  of  productive  labor. 

As  to  the  second  source  of  objection,  it  equally 
lies  against  the  other  modes  of  encouragement 
which  are  admitted  to  be  eligible.  As  oiten  as  a 
duty  upon  a  foreign  article  makes  an  addition  to 
its  price,  it  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  com- 
munity, for  the  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer. A  bounty  does  no  more.  But  it  is  the  in- 
terest of  the  society,  in  each  case,  to  submit  to  a 
temporary  expense,  which  is  more  than  compen- 
sated by  an  increase  of  industry  and  wealth,  by  an 
augmentation  of  resources  and  independence,  and 
by.  the  circumstance  of  eventual  cheapness,  which 
fcias  been  noticed  in  another  place. 

It  would  deserve  attention,  however,  in  the  em- 
ployment of  this  species  of  encouragement  in  the 
United  States,  as  a  reason  for  moderating  the  de- 
gree of  it  in  the  instances  in  which  it  might  be 
deemed  eligible,  that  the  great  distance  of  this 
eountiy  from  Europe  imposes  very  heavy  charges 
on  all  the  ikbrics  which  are  brought  from  thence, 
amounting  ftt)m  15  to  SO  per  cent  on  their  value, 
according  to  their  bulk. 

A  question  has  been  made  concerning  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  apply  this  species  of  encouragement,  but 
there  ^  is  certainly  no  good  foundation  for  such  a 
question.  The  National  Legislature  has  express 
authoritjr "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,**  with  no 
other  qualifications  than  that  "  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States;*'  that  no  capitation  or  other  direct  tax 
shall  be  laid  unless  in  proportion  to  numbers  as- 
certained bv  a  census  or  enumeration,  taken  on 
the  principles  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  and 
that  "  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  ex- 
ported from  any  State.** 

These  three  qualifications  excepted,  the  power 
to  raise  money  is  plenary  and  indefinite ;  and  the 
objects  to  which  it  may  be  appropriated  are  no  less 
comprehensive,  than  the  payment  of  the  public 
debts^  and  the  providing  for  the  common  defence 


and  gedera]  welfare.  The  terms  *' general  wd- 
&re**  were  doubtless  intended  to  signify  more  than 
was  expressed  or  imported  in  those  which  preced- 
ed; otherwise,  numerous  exigencies,  incident  to 
the  affairs  of  a  nation,  would  have  been  left  with- 
out a  provision.  The  phrase  is  as  comprehensive 
as  any  that  could  have  been  used ;  because  it  was 
not  fit  that  the  constitutional  authority  of  the 
Union  to  appropriate  its  revenues,  should  have 
been  restricted  within  narrower  limits  than  the 
''general  wel&re;**  and  because  this  necessarily 
embraces  a  vast  variety  of  particulars,  which  are 
susceptible  neither  of  specification  nor  of  definition. 
It  is  therefore,  of  necessity,  left  to  the  discretioo 
of  the  National  Legislature  to  pronounce  apon 
the  objects  which  concern  the  general  wel&re, 
and  for  which,  under  that  description,  an  appro- 
priation of  money  is  requisite  and  proper;  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  room  for  a  doubt  that  what- 
ever concerns  the  general  interests  of  learning,  of 
agriculture,  of  manufactures,  and  of  oommeroe, 
are  within  the  sphere  of  the  National  Councils,  as 
ikr  as  regards  an  application  of  money. 

The  only  qualification  of  the  generality  of  the 
phrase  in  question,  which  seems  to  be  admiasible, 
IS  this :  That  the  object  to  which  an  appropriatioD 
of  money  is  to  be  made,  be  general,  and  not  local ; 
its  operation  extending,  in  fact  or  by  possibilxty, 
throughout  the  Union,  and  not  being  confined  to 
a  particular  spot 

No  objection  ought  to  arise  to  this  construction 
from  a  supposition  that  it  would  imply  a  power  to 
do  whatever  else  should  appear  to  dongress  con- 
ducive to  the  general  welfiu^  A  power  to  appro- 
priate money  with  this  latitude,  wnich  is  granted, 
too,  in  express  terms,  would  not  carry  a  power  to 
do  any  other  thing,^ot  authorised  in  the  Consti- 
tution, either  expressly  or  by  fair  implication. 

v.  Premiums. 

These  are  of  a  nature  allied  to  bounties,  tbongfa 
distinguishable  from  them  in  some  important 
features. 

Bounties  are  applicable  to  the  whole  quantity 
of  an  article  produced,  or  manufactured,  or  ex- 
ported, and  involve  a  correspondent  expense.  Pre- 
miums serve  to  reward  some  particular  e^tellence 
or  superiority,  some  extraordinary  exertion  or  skill, 
and  are  dispensed  only  in  a  small  number  of  cases. 
But  their  effect  is  to  stimulate  general  effort :  con- 
trived so  as  to  be  both  honorary  uid  lucrative,  they 
address  themselves  to  different  passions,  touching 
the  chords  as  well  of  emulation  as  interest  They 
are  accordingly  a  very  economical  mean  of  ex- 
citing the  enterprise  of  a  whole  community. 

There  are  various  societies  in  different  countries, 
whose  object  is  the  dispensation  of  premiums  for 
the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  arts,  manufte- 
tures,  and  commerce;  and  though  they  are,  far 
the  most  part,  voluntary  associations,  with  com- 
paratively slender  funds,  their  utility  has  been 
immense.  Much  has  been  done  by  this  mean  in 
Great  Britain.  Scotland,  in  particular^  owes  ma- 
terially to  it  a  prodigious  amelioration  of  condition. 
From  a  similar  establishment  in  the  United  States^ 
supplied  and  supported  by  the  Qovemment  of  the 
Union,  vast  benents  might  reasonably  be  expected 
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Some  further  ideas  od  this  head,  shall  accordingly 
be  submitted,  in  the  conclusion  of  this  Report 

YT.  The  exemption  of  the  materiais  of  manufSM^ 
tores  from  duty. 

The  policy  of  that  exemption  as  a  general  rule, 
particularly  in  reference  to  new  establishments,  is 
obvious.  It  can  hardly  ever  be  advisable  to  add 
the  obstructions  of  fiscal  burdens  to  the  difficulties 
which  naturally  embarrass  a  new  manufiusture ; 
and  where  it  is  matured,  and  in  condition  to  be- 
come an  object  of  revenue,  it  is,  generally  leak- 
ing, better  that  the  fabric,  than  the  material,  should 
be  the  subject  of  taxation.  Ideas  of  proportion 
between  the  quantum  of  the  tax  and  the  value  of 
the  article,  can  be  more  easily  ai^usted  in  the 
former  than  in  the  latter  case.  An  ai*gument  for 
exemptions  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States,  is  to 
be  derived  from  the  practice,  as  far  as  their  neces- 
sities have  permitted,  of  those  nations  whom  we  are 
to  meet  as  competitors,  in  our  own  and  in  foreign 
markets. 

There  are,  however,  exceptions  to  it ;  of  which 
some  examples  will  be  given  under  the  next 
head. 

The  kws  of  the  Union  afford  instances  of  the 
observance  of  the  policy  here  recommended,  but 
it  will  probably  be  found  advisable  to  extend  it  to 
some  other  cases.  Of  a  nature  bearing  some  affin- 
ity to  that  policy  is  the. regulation  which  exempts 
from  duty  the  tools  and  implements,  ife  well  as  the 
books,  clothes^  and  household  fhmiture,  of  foreign 
artists,  who  come  to  reside  in  theJJnited  States ; 
an  advantage  already  secured  to  w9tk  by  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  and  which  it  is,  in  every  view,  proper 
to  continue. 

VII.  Drawbacks  of  the  duties  which  are  imposed 
on  the  materials  of  manufactures. 

It  has  already  been  observed,  as  a  general  rule, 
that  duties  on  those  materials  ought,  with  certain 
exceptions,  to  be  forborne.  Of  these  exceptions, 
three  cases  occur,  which  may  serve  as  examples : 
One,  where  the  material  is  itself  an  object  of  gene- 
ral or  extensive  consumption,  and  a  fit  and  pro- 
ductive source  of  revenue.  Another,  where  a 
manufacture  of  a  simpler  kind,  the  competition  of 
which  with  a  like  domestic  article  is  desired  to  be 
restrained,  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  raw  material, 
from  being  capable,  by  a  further  process,  to  be 
converted  Into  a  manufacture  of  a  different  kind, 
the  introduction  or  growth  of  which  is  desired  to 
be  encouraged.  A  third,  where  the  material  itself 
is  a  production  of  the  country,  and  in  sufficient 
abundance  to  furnish  a  cheap  and  plentiful  supply 
to  the  national  manufacturers. 

Under  the  first  description  comes  the  article  of 
molasses.  It  is  not  only  a  fair  object  of  revenue, 
but  being  a  sweet,  it  is  just  that  the  consumers  of 
It  should  pay  a  duty  as  well  as  the  consumers  of 
sugar. 

Cottons  and  linen,  in  their  white  state,  fall  under 
the  second  description ;  a  duty  upon  such  as  are 
imported  is  proper,  to  promote  the  domestic  manu- 
ucture  of  simihur  articles  in  the  same  state;  a 
drawback  of  that  duty  is  proper,  to  encourage 
the  printing  and  staining  at  Dome  of  those  which 
are  brought  from  abroad.    When  the  first  of  these 


manufiMstures  has  attained  sufficient  maturity  in  a 
country  to  furnish  a  full  supply  for  the  second,  the 
utility  of  the  drawback  ceases. 

The  article  of  hemp,  either  now  does,  or  may  be 
expected  soon  to  exemplify  tiie  third  case,  in  the 
United  States. 

Where  duties  on  the  materials  of  manufactures 
are  not  laid  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  compe- 
tition with  some  domestic  production,  the  same 
reasons  which  recommend,  as  a  general  rule,  the 
exemption  of  those  materials  from  duties,  would 
recommend,  as  a  like  general  rule,  the  allowance 
of  drawbacks,  in  favor  of  the  manufhcturer.  Ac- 
cordingly, such  drawbacks  are  familiar  in  countries 
which  systematically  pursue  the  business  of  manu- 
factures ;  which  furnishes  an  ai*gument  for  the  ob- 
servance of  a  similar  policy  in  the  United  States  ; 
and  the  idea  has  been  adopted  by  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  in  the  instances  of  salt  and  molasses.  It  is 
believed  that  it  will  be  found  advantageous  to  ex- 
tend it  to  fM>me  other  articles. 

Yin.  The  encouragement  of  new  inventions  and 
discoveries,  at  home,  and  of  the  introduction  into 
the  United  States  of  such  as  may  have  been  made 
in  other  countries,  particularly  those  which  relate  to 
machinery. 

This  is  among  the  most  useful  and  unexception- 
able of  the  aids  which  can  be  given  to  manufac- 
tures. The  usual  means  of  that  encouragement 
are  pecuniary  rewards,  and,  for  a  time,  exclusive 
privileges.  The  first  must  be  employed  according 
to  the  occasion  and  the  utility  of  the  invention  or 
discovery.  For  the  last,  so  fiur  as^respects  "  authors 
and  inventors,*'  provision  has  been  made  by  htw. 
But  it  is  desurable,  in  regard  to  improvements  and 
secrets  of  extraordinary  value,  to  be  able  to  extend 
the  same  benefit  to  introducers,  as  well  as  authors 
and  inventors ;  a  policv  which  has  been  practised 
with  advantage  in  other  countries.  Here,  how- 
ever, as  in  some  other  cases,  there  is  cause  to  re- 
gret that  the  competency  of  the  authority  of  the 
National  Crovemment  to  the  good  which  might 
be  done,  is  not  without  a  question.  Many  uds 
might  be  given  to  industry,  many  internal  im- 
provements of  primary  magnitude  might  be  pro- 
moted, by  an  authoritv  operating  throughout  the 
Union ;  which  cannot  be  effected  as  well,  if  at  all, 
b^  an  authority  ^confined  within  tha  limits  of  a 
smgle  State. 

But  if  the  Legidature  of  the  Union  cannot  do 
all  the  good  that  might  be  wished,  it  is  at  least  de- 
sirable that  all  majy  be  done  which  is  practicable. 
Means  for  promotmg  the  introduction  of  foreign 
improvements,  though  less  efficadonsly  than  mip;nt 
be  accomplished  with  more  adequate  authont^, 
will  form  a  part  of  the  plan  intended  to  be  submit- 
ted in  the  close  of  this  Aeport 

It  is  customary  with  manufacturing  nations  to 
prohibit,  under  severe  penalties,  the  exportation  of 
implements  and  machines,  which  they  navO'  either 
invented  or  improved.  There  are  already  objects 
for  a  similar  regulation  in  the  United  States,  and 
others  may  be  expected  to  occur  from  time  to 
time.  The  adoption  of  it  seems  to  be  dictated  by  the 
principle  of  reciprocity.  Greater  liberality  in  such 
respects  might  better  comport  with  the  general 
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spirit  of  the  oottatry ;  but  a  sdfish  fend  excliuiTe 
policy  in  other  quartoni  will  not  alvnm  permit  the 
firee  indulgence  of  a  gpirit  which  woaid  place  us  ott 
an  unequal  footing.  As  &r  as  prohibitionB  tend  to 
prevent  foreign  competitors  from  deriring  the  bene* 
fit  of  the  improvements  made  at  home,  they  tend 
to  increase  the  advantages  of  those  by  whom  they 
may^  have  been  introdaced,  and  operate  as  an  en- 
couragement to  exertion. 

fX.  Judicious  regfulations  for  the  inspection  of 
manufactured  commodities. 

This  is  not  among  the  least  important  of  the 
means  by  which  the  prosperity  of  manufactures 
may  be  promoted.  It  is  indeed,  in  many  cases,  one 
of  the  most  essential.  Contributina;  to  prevent 
frauds  upon  consumers  at  home,  and  exporters  to 
foreign  countries;  to  improve  the  quality  and  pre« 
serve  the  character  of  the  national  manufiictures ; 
it  cannot  &il  to  ud  the  expeditious  and  advantage- 
ous sale  of  them,  and  to  serve  as  a  guard  against 
successful  competition  fcom  other  quarters.  The 
reputation  of  the  flour  and  lumber  of  some  States, 
and  the  potash  of  others,  has  been  established  by 
an  attention  to  this  point ;  and  the  like  good  name 
might  be  procured  for  those  articles,  wheresoever 
produced,  bv  a  judicious  and  uniform  system  of 
inspection  throughout  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  A  like  system  might  also  be  extended 
with  advantage  to  other  commodities. 

X.  The  fiicilitating  of  pecuniary  remittances  ftt)m 
place  to  place — 

Is  a  point  of  conddersble  moment  to  trade  in 
general,  and  to  manufoctures  in  particular,  by  ren- 
dering more  easy  the  purehase  of  raw  materials 
and  provisions,  and  the  payment  for  manufiMstured 
6upplie&  A  general  circulation  of  bank  paper — 
which  is  to  be  expected  from  the  institution  lately 
established — ^will  be  a  most  valuable  mean  to  this 
end.  But  much  good'  would  accrue  from  some 
additions!  provisions  respecting  inland  bills  of  ex- 
change. If  those  drawn  in  one  State,  payable  in 
another,  were  made  negotiable  everywhere,  and 
interest  and  damages  allowed  in  case  of  protest,  it 
would  grefttly  promote  negotiations  between  the 
citizens  of  different  States,  by  rendering  them  more 
secure,  and  with  it  the  convenience  and  advantage 
of  the  merchants  and  manuflicturers  of  each. 

XL  The  facilitating  of  the  transportation  of  com- 
modities. 

Improvements  fltvorin^  this  object 
concern  all  the  domestic  mterests  of  a  community^ 
but  they  may,  without  impropriety,  be  mentioned 
as  having  an  important  relatfon  to  manufactures. 
There  is,  perhaps,  scarcely  anything  which  has 
been  better  calcuhtted  to  assist  the  manufactures 
of  Qreat  Britain  than  the  ameliorations  of  the 
public  roads  of  that  Kingdom,  and  the  great  pro- 
gress which  has  been  of  late  made  in  opening  ca- 
nals. Of  the  former  the  United  States  stand 
much  in  need,  for  they  present  uncommon  fkcil- 
ities. 

The  symptoms  of  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  inUnd  navigation,  which  have  lately  appeared 
in  some  quarters,  must  fill  with  pleasure  every 
breast  warmed  with  a  true  seal  for  the  prosperitv 
of  the  country.    These  examples,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 


intimately    dange: 
mmunitv  j-  '^The 


will  stimulate  the  exertions  of  the  Government 
and  dtisens  of  evety  State.  There  can  certainly 
be  no  objeot  more  worthy  of  the  cares  of  the  locil 
administrations;  and  it  were  to  be  wvbed  that 
there  was  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Nadonal 
Gbvemment  to  lend  its  direct  aid,  on  a  compre- 
hensive plan.  This  is  one  of  those  improreiBcnti 
which  could  be  prosecuted  with  more  effitscy  by 
the  whole,  than  by  any  part  or  parts  of  the  UnioiL 
There  are  cases  in  which  the  general  interest  wiD 
be  in  danger  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  coOisioD  of 
some  supposed  locd  interests.  JealousieSy  in  mat- 
ters of  this  kind,  are  as  apt  to  exist,  as  tiiey  are  apt 
to  be  erroneous.  • 

The  following  remarics  are  sufficiently  judicions 
snd  pertinent  to  deserve  a  literal  quotation : 


**  Good  roada,  canaLtk  and  navigable  rivers,  by 
iahing  the  ezpeoM  of  earriage,  put  the  remote  parti  oft 
country  more  nearly  upon  a  level  with  those  in  the 
neighliorhood  of  the  towa  They  are  upon  that  aceount 
the  peateat  of  all  Improvements,  lliey  encourage  tfae 
cultivation  of  the  remote,  which  mnat  always  be  the 
moat  exteaaive  circle  of  the  country.  They  are  advaa- 
tagee  to  the  town,  bv  breaking  down  the  monopoly  of 
the  country  in  its  neiffhborhoML  Tliey  are  ad vaatagea 
even  to  (hat  part  of  ue  country.  Though  tbey  intio- 
duce  some  rivid  commoditiea  into  the  old  mailDet^  they 
opoi  many  new  markets  to  its  produce.  ^  Mooopelj, 
beaidea,  ia  a  great  enemy  to  good  management,  whiA 
can  never  be  univeraally  eatabOahed,  but  m  eoeecquepce 
of  that  free  and  univeraal  oompetitioo,  whidi  foreea 
everybody  to  have  recourae  to  it  for  the  aake  of  adi- 
defence.  It  ia^t  more  than  fifty  yeara  ago  that  aome 
of  the  ooonties  in  the  neigfaborhoou  of  London  petitiooed 
the  Parliament  against  the  extonaion  of  the  tompike 
roada  into  the  remoter  oountiea.  Thoae  remoter  ooon- 
ties, they  pretended,  from  the  cheapneas  of  labor,  would 
be  able  to  sell  their  graaa  and  com  cheaper  in  the  Loa- 
don  market,  than  themaelvea^  and  ther  woidd  thereby 
reduee  their  rents,  and  ruin  their  coItivattoB.  Thcv 
rente,  however,  have  riaei^  and  their  onltivataoo  haa 
been  improvedf  since  that  time." 

Specimens  of  a  spirit  similar  to  that  which 
governed  the  counties  here  spoken  o(  present  then- 
selves  too  frequently  to  the  eye  of  an  impartial 
observer,  and  render  it  a  wish  of  patriotism  that 
the  body  in  this  country,  in  whose  oonncfls  a  local 
or  partial  spirit  is  least  likely  to  predominate,  were 
at  liberty  to  pursue  and  promote  the  general  inte- 
rest, in  those  instonoes  m  which  there  might  be 
dsnger  of  the  interference  of  such  a  spirit. 
'^The  foreeoing  are  the  principal  of  the  means 
by  which  the  growth  of  maaunctures  is  ordtos- 
rily  promoted.  It  is,  however,  not  merely  neces* 
saiT  that  the  measures  of  €k>vemment  whidi  have 
a  direct  view  to  manufootures,  dioold  be  calcu- 
lated to  assist  and  protect  them,  but  that  thox 
which  only  collaterally  affect  them,  in  the  general 
course  of  the  Administratloo,  should  be  guarded 
firom  any  peculiar  tendency  to  injure  them. 

There  are  certoln  species  of  taxes  which  are  apt 
to  be  oppressive  to  different  parte  of  the  commu- 
nity, and,  among  other  ill  effects,  have  a  very  on- 
friendly  aspect  towards  manufooturea  AD  poll 
or  capitetion  taxes  are  of  this  nature.  They  either 
proo^  according  to  a  fixed  rate,  which  operates 
unequally,  and  injuriously  to  the  industrious  poor; 
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or  they  rest  a  discretion  in  oertoin  offieers,  to  make 
estimates  and  assessments  which  are  necessarily 
vague,  co;i|ect<iral,  and  liable  to  abuse.  They  oughts 
therefore  to  be  abstained  from^  in  all  but  cases  of 
distressing  emergency. 

All  such  taxes  (including  all  taxes  on  occupa- 
tions) which  proceed  according  to  the  amount  of 
capital  iuppoted  to  be  employed  in  a  businesSi  or  of 
profits  nippMed  to  be  made  in  it,  are  unavoidably 
hurtful  to  industry.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  enl 
may  be  endeavored  to  be  mitipted,  by  leaving  It, 
in  the  first  instance,  in  the  option  of  ue  party  to 
be  taxed,  to  declare  the  amount  of  hia  capital  or 
profits. 

Men  engaged  in  any  trade  or  business  have  com- 
monly weighty  reasons  to  avoid  disclosures,  which 
would  expose,  with  anything  like  accuracy,  the  real 
state  of  their  afiairs.  They  most  frequently  find  it 
better  to  risk  oppression,  than  to  avad  themsdves 
of  so  inconvenient  a  refuge ;  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  they  often  suffer  oppression. 

When  the  disclosure,  too,  if  made,  is  not  defini- 
tive, but  controllable  by  the  cUscretion,  or,  in  other 
words,  by  the  passions  and  preiudices  of  the  revenue 
officers,  it  is  not  only  an  inefllectual  protection,  but 
the  possibUity  of  its  being  so  is  an  additional  reason 
for  not  resorting  to  it 

Allowing  to  the  public  oflScers  the  most  equitable 
dispositions,  yet  where  they  are  to  exercise  a  dis- 
cretion without  certain  data,  they  cannot  &il  to  be 
often  misled  by  appearances.  The  quantity  of  busi- 
ness which  seems  to  be  going  on,  is,  in  a  vast  num- 
ber of  cases,  a  very  deceitful  criterion  of  the  profits 
which  are  made;  yet  it  is,  perhaps,  the  best  they 
can  have,  and  it  is  the  one  on  which  they  will  most 
naturally  rely.  A  business,  therefore,  which  may 
rather  require  aid  from  the  Government  than  be  in 
a  capacitv  to  be  contributory  to  it,  may  find  itself, 
crushed  by  the  mistaken  coi\jectures  of  the  asses- 
sors of  taxes. 

Arbitrary  taxes — ^under  which  denomination  are 
comprised  all  those  that  leave  the  quantum  of  the 
tax  to  be  raised  on  each  person  to  the  di^etion  of 
certain  officers — are  as  contrary>to  the  genius  of 
liberty,  as  to  the  maxims  of  industry.  In  this  light 
they  have  been  viewed  by  the  most  judicious  ob- 
servers on  Government,  who  have  bestowed  upon 
them  the  severest  epithets  of  reprobation,  as  consti- 
tuting; one  of  the  worst  features  usually  to  be  met 
with  m  the  practice  of  despotic  governments.  It  is 
certain,  at  least,  that  such  taxes  are  particularly  in- 
imical to  the  success  of  manufacturing  industry, 
and  ought  carefully  to  be  avoided  by  a  government 
which  desires  to  promote  it 
'  The  great  copiousness  of  the  subiect  of  this 
Report,  has  insensibly  led  to  a  more  lengthy  pre- 
liminary discussion  than  was  originally  contemplat- 
ed or  intended.  It  appeared  proper  to  investigate 
principles,  to  consider  objections,  and  to  endeavor 
to  establish  the  utility  of  the  thing  proposed  to  be 
encouraged,  previous  to  a  specification  of  the  ob- 
jects which  might  occur,  as  meriting  or  requiring 
encouragement,  and  of  the  measures  which  might 
be  proper  in  respect  to  each.  The  first  purpose 
having  been  fulfilled,  it  remains  to  pursue  the 
second. 


In  the  selection  of  ol^ects,  five  circumstances 
seem  entitled  to  particular  attention :  The  capacity 
of  the  country  to  furnish  the  raw  material«*-the  de- 
gree in  which  the  nature  of  the  manufroture  admits 
of  a  substitute  for  manual  labor  in  machinery^— the 
fiusilit^  of  execution — ^the  extensivenes  of  the  uses 
to  which  the  article  can  be  applied-r-its  rabservi* 
enoy  to  other  interests,  particuwrly  the  great  one  of 
the  national  defence.  There  are,  however,  objects 
to  which  these  circumstuioes  are  Kttle  applioikble, 
which,  for  some  special  reasons,  may  have  a  claim 
to  encouragement 

A  designation  of  the  principal  raw  material  of 
which  each  manufacture  is  composed,  will  serve 
to  introduce  the  remarks  upon  it;  as,  in  tde  first 
place. 

Iron. — The  manufiustures  of  this  article  are  en-* 
titled  to  pre-eminent  rank.  None  are  more  essen- 
tial in  their  kinds,  nor  so  extensive  in  their  uses. 
They  constitute,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  imple- 
ments or  the  materials,  or  both,  of  almost  every 
useful  occupation.  Their  instrumentality  is  every- 
where conspicuous. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  United  States  that  they 
have  peculiar  advantages  for  deriving  the  full  bene- 
fit of  this  most  valuable  material,  and  they  have 
every  motive  to  improve  it  with  systematic  care. 
It  is  to  be  found  i^  various  parts  of  the  United 
States,  in  great  abuiraanoe  and  of  almost  every  qua- 
lity ;  and  fuel,  the  chief  instrument  in  manufactur- 
ing it,  is  both  cheap  and  plenty.  This  particularly 
applies  to  charcoal ;  but  there  are  productive  coal 
mines  already  in  operation,  and  strong  indications, 
that  the  material  is  to  be  found  In  abundance,  in  a 
variety  of  other  places. 

The  inquiries  to  which  the  subject  of  this  Report 
has  led,  have  been  answered  with  proofs  that  manu- 
ftetories  of  iron,  though  generally  understood  to  be 
extensive,  are  far  more  so  than  is  commonly  sup- 
posed. The  kinds  in  which  the  ^atest  progress 
has  been  made,  have  been  mentioned  in  another 
place,  and  need  not  be  repeated ;  but  there  is  little 
doubt  that  every  other  kind,  with  due  cultivation, 
will  rapidly  succeed.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
several  of  the  particular  trades,  of  which  it  is  the 
basis,  are  capable  of  being  carried  on  without  the 
aid  of  large  capitals. 

Iron  works  have  greatly  increased  in  the  United 
States,  and  are  prosecuted  with  much  more  advan- 
tage than  formerly.  The  average  price  before  the 
Revolution,  was  about  sixty-four  dollars  per  ton ; 
at  present  it  is  about  eighty ;  a  rise  which  is  chiefly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  manufactures  of 
the  material. 

The  still  further  extension  and  multiplication  of 
such  manufactures  will  have  the  double  effect  of 
promoting  the  extraction  of  the  metal  itself,  and  of 
converting  it  to  a  greater  number  of  profitable  pur- 
poses. 

Those  manufactures,  too,  unite  in  a  greater  de- 
gree, than  almost  any  others,  the  several  requisites, 
which  have  been  mentioned,  as  proper  to  be  con- 
sulted in  the  selection  of  objects. 

The  only  further  encouragement  of  manufac- 
tories of  this  article,  the  propriety  of  which  may 
be  considered  as  unquestionable,  seems  to  be  an 
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increase  of  the  duties  on  foreign  rival  commo- 
dities. 

Steel  is  a  branch  which  has  already  made  a  con- 
siderable progress,  and  it  is  ascertained  that  some 
new  enterprises,  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  have 
been  lately  set  on  foot  The  facility  of  carrying  it 
to  an  extent  which  will  supply  all  internal  demands, 
and  famish  a  considerable  surplus  for  exportation, 
cannot  be  doubted.  The  duty  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  this  article,  which  is  at  present  seventy-five 
cents  per  cwt,  may,  it  is  conceived,  be  safely  and 
advantageously  extended  to  one  hundred  cents. 
It  is  desirable,  by  decisive  arrangements,  to  second 
the  efforts  which  are  making  in  so  lery  valuable  a 
branch. 

The  United  States  already,  in  a  great  measure, 
supply  themselves  with  nails  and  spikes.  They 
are  able,  and  ought  certainly,  to  do  it  entirely. 
The  first  and  most  laborious  operation  in  this  man- 
facture,  is  performed  by  water-mills;  and  of  the 
persons  afterwards  employed,  a  great  proportion 
are  boys,  whose  early  habits  of  industry  are  of  im- 
portance to  the  community,  to  the  present  support 
of  their  families,  and  to  their  own  future  comfort 
It  is  not  less  curious  than  true,  that,  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country,  the  making  of  nails  is  an  occasional 
family  manuncture. 

The  expediency  of  an  additional  duty  on  these 
articles  is  indicated  by  an  important  fact  About 
1300,000  pounds  of  them  were  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  the  course  of  a  year,  ending  the 
30th  of  September,  1790.  A  duty  of  two  cents 
per  pound  would,  it  is  presumable,  speedily  put  an 
end  to  so  considerable  an  importation.  And  it  is 
in  every  view  proper  that  an  end  should  be  put  to 
it 

The  manufacture  of  these  articles,  like  that  of 
some  others,  suffers  from  the  carelessness  and  dis- 
honesty of  a  part  of  those  who  carry  it  on.  An 
inspection  in  certain  cases  might  tend  to  correct  the 
evil.  It  will  deserve  consideration  whether  a  re- 
gulation of  this  sort  cannot  be  applied,  without  in- 
convenience, to  the  exportation  of  the  articles 
either  to  foreign  countries,  or  from  one  State  to 
another. 

The  implements  of  husbandry  are  made  in 
several  States  in  great  abundance.  In  many  places 
it  is  done  by  the  common  blacksmiths.  And  there 
is  no  doubt  that  an  ample  supply  for  the  whole 
country  can  with  great  ease  be  procured  among 
ourselves. 

Various  kinds  of  edged  tools  for  the  use  of  me- 
chanics are  also  made,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  hollow  wares;  though  the  business  of  castings 
has  not  yet  attained  the  perfection  which  might  be 
wished.  It  is  however  improving,  and  as  there  are 
respectable  capitals  in  good  hands,  embarked  in  the 
prosecution  of  those  branches  of  iron  manufacto- 
ries, which  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  they  may  all 
be  contemplated  as  objects  not  difficult  to  be  ac- 
quired. 

To  insure  the  end  it  seems  equally  safe  and  pru- 
dent to  extend  the  duty  ad  valorem  upon  all  manu- 
factures of  iron,  of  which  iron  is  the  article  of  chief 
value,  to  ten  per  cent 

Fire  arms  and  other  military  weapons  may,  it  is 


conceived,  be  placed  without  incooTenience  in  the 
class  of  artusles,  rated  at  fifteen  per  «enl  There 
exist  already  manufactories  of  these  articles,  which 
only  reauire  the  stimulus  of  a  certain  demand  to 
render  them  adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  United 
States. 

It  would  also  be  a  material  aid  to  manafiietories 
of  this  nature,  as  well  as  a  mean  of  pablie  security 
if  nrovision  should  be  made  for  an  annoal  pnrchase 
of  military  weapons,  of  home  manufacture  to  a  cer- 
tain determined  extent,  in  order  to  the  formation  of 
arsenals ;  and  to  replace  from  time  to  time  soeh  as 
should  be  withdrawn  for  use,  so  as  always  to  have 
in  store  the  quantity  of  each  kind,  which  should  be 
deemed  a  competent  supply. 

But  it  may  hereafter  deserve  I^^latire  con- 
sideration,  wnether  manufactories  of  all  the  ne- 
cessary weapons  of  war  ought  not  to  be  established 
on  account  of  Government  itself.  Such  estsblisfa- 
ments  are  agreeable  to  the  usual  practice  of  nations, 
and  that  practice  seems  founded  on  sufficient 
reason. 

There  appears  to  be  an  improvidence,  in  leaving 
these  essential  instruments  of  national  defence  to 
the  casual  speculations  of  individual  adventure ;  a 
resource  which  can  less  be  relied  upon,  in  this  case 
than  in  moat  others;  the  articles  in  question  not 
being  objects  of  ordinary  and  indispensable  private 
consumption  or  use.  As  a  general  rule,  manufac- 
tories on  the  immediate  account  of  Government  are 
to  be  avoided ;  but  this  seems  to  be  one  of  the  few 
exceptions,  which  that  rule  admits,  depending  on 
very  special  reasons. 

Manufactures  of  steel,  generally,  or  of  which 
steel  is  the  article  of  chief  value,  may  with  advan- 
tage be  placed  in  the  class  of  goods  rated  at  sevea 
and  a  half  per  cent  As  manufaetures  of  this  kind 
have  not  yet  made  any  considerable  progress,  it  h 
a  reason  for  not  rating  them  as  high  as  those  of 
iron ;  but  as  this  material  is  the  basis  of  them,  and 
as  their  extension  is  not  less  practicable,  than  im- 
portant, it  is  desirable  to  promote  it  by  a  somewhat 
higher  duty  than  the  present 

A  question  arises,  how  far  it  might  be  expedient 
to  permit  the  importation  of  iron  in  pigs  and  bars 
free  from  duty  ?  It  would  certainly  be  favorable  to 
manufacturers  of  the  article;  but  the  doubt  is 
whether  it  might  not  interfere  with  its  production. 

Two  circumstances,  however,  abate  if  they  do  not 
remove  apprehension,  on  this  score,  one  is  the  con- 
siderable increase  of  price,  which  has  been  already 
remarked,  and  which  renders  it  probable  that  the 
free  admission  of  foreign  iron  would  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  an  adequate  profit  to  the  proprietors  of 
iron  works;  the  other  is,  the  augmentation  of  de- 
mand, which  would  be  likely  to  attend  the  increase 
of  manufactures  of  the  article,  in  consequence  of 
the  additional'  encouragements  proposed  to  be 
given.  But  caution,  nevertheless,  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind  is  most  advisable.  The  measure  sugges- 
ted ought  perhaps  rather  to  be  contemplated,  sub- 
ject to  the  lights  of  further  experience,  than  imme* 
diately  adopted. 

Coffer. — The  manufactures  of  which  this  arti- 
cle is  susceptible  are  also  of  great  extent  and  uti- 
lity.   Under  this  description,  those  of  brass,  of 
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which  it  is  the  principal  ingredient,  are  intended 
to  he  included. 

The  material  is  a  natural  production  of  the 
country.  Mines  of  copper  have  actually  been 
wrought,  and  with  a  profit  to  the  undertakers, 
though  it  is  not  known,  that  anj  are  now  in  this 
condition.  And  nothing  is  easier,  than  the  intro- 
duction of  it,  from  other  countries,  on  moderate 
terms,  and  in  great  plenty. 

Cojppersmiths  ana  brass  founders,  particularly 
the  former,  are  numerous  in  the  Umted  States; 
some  of  whom  carry  on  business  to  a  respectable 
extent 

To  multiply  and  extend  manufactories,  of  the 
materials  in  question  is  worthy  of  attention  and 
effort.  In  order  to  this,  it  is  desirable  to  facilitate 
a  plentiful  supply  of  the  materials.  And  a  proper 
mean  to  this  end  is  to  place  them  in  the  class  of 
free  articles.  Copper  in  plates  aud  brass  are  already 
in  this  predicament ;  but  copper  in  bars  and  pigs 
is  not ;  neither  is  lapU  ealtmnaria,  which  tbgether 
with  copper  and  charcoal,  constitute  the  component 
ingredients  of  brass.  Ilie  exemption  from  duty 
hy  paritjT  of  reason,  ouffht  to  emorace  all  such  of 
these  articles,  as  are  objects  of  importation. 

An  additional  duty  on  brass  wares,  will  tend  to 
the  general  end  in  Tiew.  These  now  stand  at  five 
per  cent.,  while  those  of  tin,  pewter,  and  copper, 
are  rated  at  seven  and  a  half.  There  appears  to 
be  a  propriety  in  very  view  in  placing  brass  wares 
upon  the  same  level  with  them ;  and  it  merits  con- 
sideration whether  the  duty  upon  all  of  them 
ought  not  to  be  raised  to  ten  per  cent. 

Lead. — ^There  are  numerous  proofs,  that  this 
material  abounds  in  the  United  States,  and  requires 
little  to  unfold  it  to  an  extent,  more  than  equal  to 
evexy  domestic  occasion.  A  prolific  mine  of  it 
has  long  been  open  in  the  Southwestern  parts  of 
Virginia,  and  under  a  public  adminis'tration,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  yielded  a  considerable  supply  for 
military  use.  This  is  now  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals, who  not  only  carry  it  on  with  spirit,  but 
have  established  manufactories  of  it,  at  Richmond, 
in  the  same  State. 

The  duties  already  laid  upon  the  importation  of 
this  article,  either  in  its  unmanufactured,  or  man- 
ufactured state,  insure  it  a  decisive  advantage  in 
the  home  market — which  amounts  to  considerable 
encouragement.  If  the  duty  on  pewter  wares 
should  be  raised,  it  would  afford  a  further  encou- 
ragement Nothing  else  occurs  proper  to  be  added. 

Fossil  coal. — ^Tbis  as  an  important  instrument 
of  manufactures,  may,  without  impropriety,  be 
mentioned  among  the  subjects  of  this  Report. 

A  copious  supply  of  it  would  be  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  iron  trade.  As  an  article  of  house- 
hold fuel,  also,  it  is  an  interesting  production ;  the 
utility  of  which  must  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
decrease  of  wood,  by  the  progress  of  settlement 
and  cultivation.  And  its  importance  to  naviga- 
tion, as  an  immense  article  of  transportation  coast- 
wise, is  signally  exemplified  in  Great  Britain.  ^ 

It  is  known,  that  there  are  several  coal  mines 
in  Virginia,  now  worked,  and  appearances  of  their 
existence  are  familiar  in  a  number  of  places. 

The  expediency  of  a  bounty  on  all  this  species 


of  coal  of  home  production,  and  of  premiums  on 
the  opening  of  new  mines,  under  certain  qualifi- 
cations, appears  to  be  worthy  of  particular  exami- 
nation. ^  The  great  importance  of  the  article  will 
amply  justify  a  reasonable  expense  in  this  way,  if 
it  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  to,  and  shall  be 
thouffht  likely  to  answer  the  end. 

Wood. — Several  manufactures  of  this  article 
flourish  in  the  United  States.  Ships  are  no  where 
built  in  greater  perfection,  and  cabinet  wares,  gene- 
rally, are  made  little  if  at  all  inferior  to  those  of 
Europe.  Their  extent  is  such  as  to  have  admitted 
of  considerable  exportation. 

An  exemption  from  duty  of  the  several  kinds 
of  wood  oroinarily  used  in  these  manufactures 
seems  to  be  all  that  is  requisite,  by  way  of  encou- 
ragement It  is  recommended  by  the  considera- 
tion of  a  similar  policy  being  pursued  in  other 
countries,  and  by  the  expediency  of  giving  eouid 
advantages  to  o^r  own  workmen  in  wood.  The 
abundance  of  timber  proper  for  ship  building  in  the 
United  States  does  not  appear  to  be  any  objection 
to  it  The  increasing  scarcity  and  growing  im- 
portance of  that  article  in  the  European  countries, 
admonish  the  United  States  to  commence,  and 
systematically  to  pursue  measures  for  the  preser- 
vation of  their  stock.  Whatever  mayipromote  the 
regular  establishment  of  magazines  of  ship  tim- 
ber, is  in  various  views  desiraole* 

Skins. — ^There  are  scarcely  any  manufactories 
of  greater  importance  than  of  this  article.  Their 
direct  and  very  happy  influence  upon  agriculture, 
by  promoting  the  raising  of  cattle  of  different 
kinos,  is  a  very  material  recommendation. 

It  is  pleasing,  too,  to  observe  the  extensive  pro- 
gress they  have  made  in  their  principal  branches ; 
which  are  so  far  matured  as  almost  to  defy  foreign 
competition.  •  Tanneries  in  particular  are  not  only 
earned  on  as  a  regular  business  in  numerous  in- 
stances and  in  various  parts  of  the  country ,but  they 
constitute  in  some  places  a  valuable  item  of  inci- 
dental family  manufactures. 

Representations,  however,  have  been  made  im- 
porting the  expediency  of  fiirther  encouragement 
to  the  leather  branch  in  two  ways;  one  by  increas- 
ing the  duty  on  the  manufactures  of  it,  whieh  are 
imported,  tne  other  by  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  t)ark.  In  support  of  the  latter,  it  is  alleged  that 
the  price  of  bark,  chiefly,  in  consequence  of  large 
exportations,  has  risen  within  a  few  years  from 
about  three  dollars  to  four  dollars  and  a  half  per 
cord. 

These  suggestions  are  submitted  rather  as  inti- 
mations, which  merit  consideration,  than  as  mat- 
ters, the  propriety  of  which  is  manifest  It  is  not 
clear,  that  an  increase  of  duty  is  necessary ;  and 
in  regard  to  the  prohibition  desired,  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  considerable  exportation  hitherto ; 
and  it  is  most  probable  that  whatever  augmenta- 
tion of  price  may  have  taken  place,  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  an  extension  of  the  home  demand  from 
increase  of  manufactures,  and  to  a  decrease  of  the 
supply  in  consequence  of  the  prop^ress  of  settle- 
ment, rather  than  to  the  quantities  which  have 
been  exported. 

It  is  mentioned,  however,  as  an  additional  rea- 
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mm  for  the  prohibition,  that  one  spedee  of  the  baric 
Qflually  exported  is  in  some  sort  peculiar  to  the 
oouatry,  and  ^  material  of  a  very  valuable  d^, 
of  ^reat  use  in  some  other  mannfactttres,  in  whieh 
the  United  States  have  begun  a  oom^titioiL 

There  may  also  be  this  ar^unaent  m  favor  of  aa 
increase  of  duty.  The  object  is  of  importance 
enough  to  claim  dedsive  encouragement,  and  the 
progress  which  has  been  made,  leaves  no  room  to 
apprehend  any  inconvenience  on  the  sootb  of  sup* 
ply  from  such  an  increase. 

It  would  be  of  benefit  to  this  branch,  if  glue 
which  is  now  rated  at  five  per  cent  were  made 
the  object  of  an  excluding  duty.  It  is  alreadv 
made  u  lai^  quantities  at  various  tanneries;  and, 
like  paper,  is  an  entire  economy  of  material,  which, 
if  not  manufactured,  would  be  left  to  perish.  It 
may  be  placed  with  advantage  in  the  daw  of  arti- 
des  paying  fifteen  per  cent. 

Grain. — Manuihctures  of  the  several  apedes  of 
this  article  have  a  title  to  peculiar  favor ;  not  only 
because  they  are  most  of  them  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  subsistence  of  the  dtizens,  but  be- 
cause thev  enlazge  the  demand  for  the  most  pre- 
dous  pxt)ducts  of  the  soiL 

Though  flour  may,  with  propriety,  be  noticed 
as  a  manufacture  of  grain,  it  were  useless  to  do  it, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  the  exnediency 
of  a  general  system  of  inspection  througnout  the 
ports  of  the  United  States;  which,  if  established 
upon  proper  prindples,  would  be  likely  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  our  flour  everywhere,  and  to 
raise  its  reputation  in  foreign  markets.  There 
are,  however,  considerations  which  stand  in  the 
way  of  such  an  arrangement  Ardent  spirits  and 
malt  liquors  are,  next  to  flour,  the  two  prindpal 
manufactures  of  grain.  The  first  has  made  a  very 
extend ve,  the  last  a  considerable  progress,  in  the 
United  States.  In  respect  to  both,  an  exdudve 
poesesdon  of  the  home  market  ought  to  be  secured 
to  the  domestic  manufiicturers  as  fast  as  circum- 
stances will  admit  Nothing  is  more  practicable, 
and  nothing  more  desirable.  The  existing  laws 
of  the  United  States  have  done  much  toward 
attaining  this  valuable  object ;  hut  some  additions 
to  the  present  duties  on  foreign  distilled  spirits 
and  foreign  malt  liquors,  and  perhaps  an  abate- 
ment of  those  on  home-made  spirits,  would  more 
eflfectually  secure  it ;  and  there  does  not  occur  any 
very  weightv  objection  to  either.  An  augmenta- 
tion of  the  duties  on  imported  spirits  would  &vor 
as  well  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  molasses  as 
that  of  grain.  And  to  secure  to  the  nation  the 
benefit  of  a  manufacture,  even  of  foreign  materi- 
als,  is  always  of  great,  though  perhaps  ot  secondary 
importance.  A  strong  impresdon  prevails  in  the 
minds  of  those  concerned  in  distilleries  (including, 
too,  the  most  candid  and  enlightened}  that  greater 
differences  in  the  rates  of  duty  on  foreign  and 
domestic  spirits  are  necessary  completely  to  se- 
cure the  successful  manufacture  of  the  latter; 
and  there  are  facts  which  entitle  this  impression 
to  attention.  It  is  known  that  the  price  of  mo- 
lasses, for  some  years  past,  has  been  successively 
rising  in  the  West  India  markets,  owing,  partly, 
to  a  competition  which  did  not  formerly  exist, 


and  partly  to  an  extendon  of  demand  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  late  disturbaDeei 
in  thoBe  islands  fh>m  which  we  draw  oar  prin- 
dpal supply  must  so  far  interfere  with  the  pro- 
duction of  the  article  as  to  oecadon   a  mstc- 
rial  enhanoement  of  price.     The  deetmotioo  sad 
devastation  attendant  oo  the  insurrection  in  Hisps- 
niola,  in  particular,  must  not  only  eAitribute  very 
much  to  that  effect,  but  may  be  expected  to  give 
it  some  duration.    Tliese  drcumstaneee,  and  the 
duty  of  three  cents  per  gallon  on  molaseee,  may 
render  it  ^ffioult  for  the  diBtiUers  of  that  materid 
to  maintain  with  adequate  profit,  a  oompetitioa 
with  the  rum  brought  from  the  West  Indues,  tbe 
quality  of  which  is  so  cendderably  superior.    The 
consumption  of  Geneva,  or  gin,  in  thie  country,  is 
exteudve.      It  is  not  long  since  distilleries  of 
it  have  grown  up  among  us  to  any  imjportaaee. 
They  are  now  becoming  of  consequence,  but  being 
still  in  their  infancy,  tbey  require  protection.    It 
is  represented  that  the  price  of  some  of  the  mate- 
rials is  greater  here  than  in  Holland,  from  which 
Elace  large  quantities  are  brought ;   the  price  of 
ibor  considerably  greater ;  the  capitals  engaged 
in  the  business  there  much  larger  than  those 
which  are  employed  here ;  the  rate  of  profits  at 
which  the  undertakers  can  afford  to  carry  it  on 
much  less;  the  prejudices  in  favor  of  imported 
gin,  strong.    These  circumstances  are  alleged  to 
outweigh  the  charges  which  attend  the  bringing 
of  the  article  from  Europe  to  the  United  States 
and  the  present  difference  of  duty,  eo  as  to  obstruct 
the  prosecution  of  the  xnanufrMiture  with  due  ad- 
vantage.   Experiment  could,  perhaps,  alone  dedde 
with  certainty  the  justness  of  tne  enggestioos 
whieh  are  made ;  but,  in  relation  to  branches  of 
manufacture  so  important,  it  would  seem  inexpe- 
dient to  hazard  an  unfavorable  issue,  and  better  ts 
err  on  the  dde  of  too  great,  than  of  too  small  t 
difference,  in  the  particular  in  question.      It  is, 
therefore,  submitted  that  an  addition  of  two  centi 
per  gallon  be  made  to  the  duty  on  imported  spiriti 
of  the  first  class  of  proof,  with  a  proportionaUe 
increase  on  those  of  higher  proof,  and  that  a  de- 
duction of  one  cent  per  gallon  be  made  from  the 
duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
beginning  with  the  first  class  of  proo(  and  a  pro- 
portionable deduction  from  the  auty  on  those  of 
higher  proof.     It  is  ascertained  that  by  far  the 
ffreatest  part  of  the  malt  liquors  eonsumed  in  the 
United  states  are  the  produce  of  domestic  brew- 
eries.   It  is  dedrable,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  attain- 
able, that  the  whole  consumption  should  be  sup- 
plied bv  ourselves.      The  malt  liquors  made  at 
home,  though  inferior  to  the  best,  are  equal  tot 
great  part  of  those  which  have  been  usually  im- 
ported.   The  progress  already  made  is  an  earnest 
of  what  may  be  accomplished.      The   growing 
competition  is  an  assurance  of  improvement     This 
will  be  accelerated  by  measures  tending  to  invite 
a  greater  capital  into  tlus  channel  of  emplov- 
ment    To  render  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
breweries  decidve,  it  may  be  advisable  to  substi- 
tute to  the  present  rates  of  duty  eight  cents  per 
gallon  generally;  and  it  will  deserve  to  be  coo- 
sidered,   as  a  guard  against  invadons,  whether 


1025 


APPENDIX, 


1026 


B/epoH  on  MamifaUures. 


there  oug^ht  not  to  be  a  prohibition  of  their  impor- 
tation, except  in  casks  of  considerable  capacity.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  such  a  duty  would  banish  fW>m 
the  market  foreign  malt  liquors  of  inferior  quality, 
and  that  the  best  kind  only  would  continue  to  be 
imported,  till  it  should  be  supplanted  by  the  efforts 
of  equal  skill  or  care  at  home.  Till  that  period  the 
importation  so  qualified  would  be  an  useful  stimu- 
lus to  improvement;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the 
payment  of  the  increased  price,  for  the  enjoyment 
of  a  luxury,  in  order  to  the  encouragement  of  a 
most  useful  branch  of  domestic  industry,  could  not 
reasonably  be  deemed  a  hardship.  As  a  further 
aid  to  nianufitctures  of  grain,  though  upon  a  smaller 
scale,  the  articles  of  starch,  hair  powder,  and 
wafers,  may  with  great  propriety  be  placed  among 
those  which  are  rated  at  fifteen  per  cent  No  manu- 
factures are  more  simple,  nor  more  completely 
within  the  reach  of  a  full  supply  from  domestic 
sources ;  and  it  is  a  policy,  as  common  as  it  is  ob- 
vious, to  make  them  tlie  objects  either  of  prohibitory 
duties  or  of  express  prohibition. 

Flax  Axn  Hemp. — Manu&ctnres  of  these  arti- 
cles have  so  much  affinity  to  each  other,  and  they 
are  so  often  blended,  that  they  may  with  advan- 
tage be  considered  in  conjunction.  The  import- 
ance of  the  linen  branch  to  agriculture,  its  precious 
effects  upon  household  industry,  the  ease  with 
which  the  materials  can  be  produced  at  home  to 
any  requisite  extent,  the  great  advances  which 
have  been  already  made  in  the  coarser  fabrics  of 
them,  especially  in  the  family  way,  constitute 
claims  of  peculiar  force  to  the  patronage  of  Go- 
vernment This  patronage  may  be  afforded  in 
various  ways,  by  promoting  the  growth  of  the 
materials,  by  increasing  the ,  impediments  to  an 
advantageous  competition  of  rival  foreign  articles, 
by  direct  bounties  or  premiums  upon  the  home 
manufacture.  First,  as  to  promoting  the  growth 
of  the  materials.  In  respect  to  hemp,  something 
has  been  already  done  by  the  high  duty  upon 
foreign  hemp.  If  the  facilities  for  domestic  pro- 
duction were  not  unusually  great,  the  policy  of 
the  duty  on  the  foreign  raw  material  would  be 
highly  questionable,  as  interfering  with  the  growth 
of  manufactures  of  it  But,  making  the  proper 
allowances  for  those  facilities,  and  with  an  eye  to 
the  future  and  natural  progress  of  the  country,  the 
measure  does  not  appear,  upon  the  whole,  ex- 
ceptionable; A  strong  wish  naturally  suggests 
itself  that  some  method  could  be  devised  of  affi>rd- 
mg  a  more  direct  encouragement  to  the  growth 
hoth  of  flax  and  hemp,  such  as  would  be  effectual, 
tnd  at  the  same  time  not  attended  with  too  great 
inconveniences.  To  this  end  bounties  and  premi- 
ums offer  themselves  to  consideration ;  but  no 
modification  of  them  has  yet  occurred  which 
would  not  either  hazard  too  much  expense  or 
operate  unequally  in  reference  to  the  circum- 
stances of  different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  which 
would  not  be  attended  with  very  great  difficulties 
m  the  execution.  Secondly,  as  to  increasing  the 
impediments  to  an  advantageous  competition  of 
rival  foreign  articles.  To  this  purpose  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  duties  on  importation  is  the  ob- 
vious expedient ;  which,  in  regard  to  certain  arti- 
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cles,  appears  to  be  recommended  by  sufficient  rea- 
sons. The  principal  of  these  articles  is  sail  cloth, 
one  intimately  connected  with  navigation  and  de- 
fence, and  of  which  a  flourishing  manufactory  is 
established  at  Boston,  and  very  promising  ones  at 
several  other  places.  It  is  presumed  to  be  both 
safe  and  advisable  to  place  this  in  the  class  of  arti- 
cles rated  at  ten  per  cent  A  strong  reason  for  it 
results  from  the  consideration  that  a  bounty  of 
two  pence  sterling  per  ell  is  allowed  in  Great 
Britain  upon  the  exportation  of  the  sail  cloth  ma- 
nufactured in  that  kingdom.  It  would  likewise 
appear  to  be  good  policy  to  raise  the  duty  to  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent  on  the  following  articles: 
drillings,  osnaburgs,  ticklenburgs,  dowlas,  canvas, 
brown  rolls,  bagging,  and  upon  all  other  linens 
the  first  cost  of  which  at  the  place  of  exportation 
does  not  exceed  thirty-five  cents  per  yard.  A 
bounty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  an 
average,  on  the  exportation  of  such  or  similar 
linens  from  Great  Britain  encourages  the  manu- 
facture of  them  in  that  country,  and  increases 
the  obstacles  to  a  successful  competition  in  the 
countries  to  which  they  are  sent  The  quantities 
of  tow  and  other  household  linens  manufactured 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
expectations  which  are  derived  from  some  late 
experiments  of  being  able  to  extend  the  use  of 
labor-saving  machines  in  the  coarser  fabrics  of 
linen,  obviate  the  danger  of  inconvenience  from 
an  increase  of  the  duty  upon  such  articles,  and 
authorize  a  hope  of  speedy  and  complete  succe.ss 
to  the  endeavors  which  may  be  used  for  procuring 
an  internal  supply.  Thirdly,  as  to  direct  bounties 
or  premiums  upon  the  manufactured  articles.  To 
afford  more  effectual  encouragement  to  the  manu- 
facture, and  at  the  same  time  to  promote  the  cheap- 
ness of  the  article,  for  the  benefit  of  navigation,  it 
will  be  of  great  use  to  allow  a  bounty  of  two  cents 
per  yard  on  all  sail  cloth  which  is  made  in  the 
United  States  from  materials  of  their  own  growth. 
This  would  also  assist  the  culture  of  those  mate- 
rials. An  encouragement  of  this  kind,  if  adopted, 
ought  to  be  established  for  a  moderate  term  of 
years,  to  invite  to  new  undertakings,  and  to  an  ex- 
tension of  the  old.  This  is  an  article  of  import- 
ance enough  to  warrant  the  employment  of  extra- 
ordinary means  in  its  favor. 

Cotton. —There  is  something  in  the  texture  of 
this  material  which  adapts  it,  in  a  peculiar  degree, 
to  the  application  of  machines.  The  signal  utility 
of  the  mill  for  spinning  of  cotton,  not  long  since  in- 
vented in  England,  has  been  noticed  in  another 
place ;  but  there  are  other  machines  scarcely  infe- 
rior in  utility,  which,  in  the  different  manufacto- 
ries of  this  article,  are  employed  either  exclusive- 
ly or  with  more  than  ordinary  effect  This  very 
important  circumstance  recommends  the  fabrics 
of  cotton  in  a  more  particular  manner,  to  a  coun- 
try in  which  a  defect  of  hands  constitutes  the 
greatest  obstacle  to  success.  The  variety  and 
extent  of  the  uses  to  which  the  manufactures  of 
this  article  are  applicable  is  another  powerful  ar- 
gument in  their  favor.  And  the  faculty  of  the 
United  States  to  produce  the  raw  material  in 
abundance,  and  of  a  quality  which,  though  alleged 
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to  be  inferior  to  some  that  is  prodiiced  in  other 
quarters,  is,  nevertheless,  capable  of  being  used 
with  advantage  in  many  fabrics,  and  is  probably 
susceptible  of  being  carried,  by  a  more  experienced 
culture,  to  much  greater  perfection,  suggests  an 
additional  and  a  very  cogent  inducement  to  the 
vigorous  pursuit  of  the  cotton  branch  in  its  several 
subdivisions.  How  much  has  been  already  done 
has  been  stated  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  Report 
In  addition  to  this,  it  may  be  announced  that  a 
society  is  forming  with  a  capital  which  is  expected 
to  be  extended  to  at  least  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars ;  on  behalf  of  which  measures  are  already  in 
train  for  prosecuting,  on  a  large  scale,  the  making 
and  printing  of  cotton  goods.  These  circum- 
stances conspire  to  indicate  the  expediency  of  re- 
moving any  obstructions  which  may  happen  to 
exist  to  the  advantageous  prosecution  of  the  ma- 
nufactories in  question,  and  of  adding  such  en- 
couragements as  may  appear  necessary  and  pro- 
per. The  present  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound 
on  the  foreign  raw  material  is  undoubtedly  a  very 
serious  impediment  to  the  progress  of  those  ma- 
nufactories. The  injurious  tendency  of  similar 
duties,  either  prior  to  the  establishment,  or  in  the 
infancy  of  the  domestic  manufacture  of  the  article, 
as  it  regards  the  manufacture,  and  their  worse 
than  inutility,  in  relation  to  the  home  production  of 
the  material  itself,  have  been  anticipated,  particu- 
larly in  discussing  the  subject  of  pecuniary  boun- 
ties. Cotton  has  not  the  same  pretensions  with 
hemp  to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
Not  being,  like  hemp,  an  universal  production  of 
the  couutry,  it  affords  less  assurance  of  an  ade- 
quate internal  supply ;  but  the  chief  object  arises 
from  the  doubts  which  are  entertained  concerning 
the  quality  of  the  national  cotton.  It  is  alleged  that 
the  iibre  of  it  is  considerably  shorter  and  weaker 
than  that  of  some  other  places ;  and  it  has  been  ob- 
served, as  a  general  rule,  that  the  nearer  the  place 
of  growth  to  the  Equator,  the  better  the  quality  of 
the  cotton.  That  which  comes  from  Cayenne,  Sur- 
inam, and  Demerara,  is  said  to  be  preferable,  even 
at  a  material  difference  of  price,  to  the  cotton  of  the 
islanda 

While  a  hope  may  reasonably  be  indulged,  that 
with  due  care  and  attention,  the  national  cotton 
may  be  made  to  approach  nearer  than  it  now 
does  to  that  of  regions  somewhat  more  favored  by 
climate ;  and,  while  facts  authorize  an  opinion 
that  very  great  use  may  be  made  of  it,  and  that  it 
is  a  resource  which  gives  greater  security  to  the 
cotton  fabrics  of  this  country  than  can  be  enjoyed 
by  any  which  depend  wholly  on  external  supply, 
it  will  certainly  be  wise,  in  every  view,  to  let  our 
infant  manufactures  have  the  full  benefit  of  the 
best  materials  on  the  cheapest  terms.  It  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  necessity  of  having  such  materials  is 
proportioned  to  the  unskilfulness  and  inexperience 
of  the  workmen  employed,  who,  if  inexpert,  will 
not  fail  to  commit  great  waste  where  the  materi- 
als they  are  to  work  with  are  of  an  indifferent 
kind.  To  secure  to  the  national  manufacturers  so 
essential  an  advantage,  a  repeal  of  the  present  duty 
on  imported  cotton  is  indispensable.  A  substitute 
for  this,  far  more  encouragmg  to  domestic  pro- 


duction, will  also  grant  a  bounty  on  the  natkotl 
cotton,  when  wrought  at  a  home  mana&ctory ;  t» 
which  a  bounty  on  the  exportaUon  of  it  may  be 
added ;  but  either  or  both  would  do  moch  men 
towards  promoting  the  growth  of  the  arUcle  tbas 
the  merely  nominal  encouragement  which  it  is 
proposed  to  abolish.    The  first  would  also  have  i 
direct  influence  in  encouraging  the  manu&cturer. 
The  bounty  which  has  been  mentioned  as  existing 
in  Great  Britain  upon  the  exportation  of  coarse 
linens  not  exceeding  a  certain  value,  applies  a^ 
to  certain  descriptions  of  cotton  goods  of  similar 
value.     This  furnishes  an  additioud  aiigmiicnt  for 
allowing  to  the  national  manu&cturers  th%  spedei 
of  encouragement  just  suggested,  and,  indeed,  Ibr 
adding  some  other  aid.    One  cent  per  yard,  net 
less  than  of  a  given  width,  on  all  eoods  of  coctoo, 
or  of  cotton  and  linen  mixed,  which  are  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States,  with  the  addition 
of  one  cent  per  pound  weight  of  the  material,  if 
made  of  national  cotton,  would  amount  to  an  aid 
of  considerable  importance  both  to  the  prodnctioa 
and  to  the  manufacture  of  that  valuable  article. 
And  it  is  conceived  that  the  expense  would  U 
well  justified  by  the  magnitude  of  the   object 
The  printing  and  staining  of  cotton  goods  is  knows 
to  be  a  distinct  business  fi^m  tiie  fabrication  d 
them.     It  is  one  easily  accomplished,  and  whicb« 
as  it  adds  materially  to  the  value  of  the  article  in 
its  white  state,  and  prepares  it  for  a  Tmriety  of 
new  uses,  is  of  importance  to  be  promoted.    As 
imported  cottons,  equally  with  those  which  are 
made  at  home,  may  be  the  objects  of  this  manu- 
facture, it  will  merit  consideration  whether  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  duty  on  the  white  goods 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  drawn  back  in  fiivor 
of  those  who  print  or  stain  them.     This  measuie 
would  certainly  operate  as  a  powerful  encourage- 
ment to  the  business;  and,  though  it  may  ia  a 
degree  counteract  the  original  fabrication  of  the 
articles,  it  would  probably  more  than  compensate 
for  this  disadvantage  in  the  rapid  growth  of  a  col- 
lateral branch,  which  is  of  a  nature  sooner  to  a^ 
tain  to  maturity.    When  a  sufficient  progress  shall 
have  been  made,  the  drawback  may  be  abrogated, 
and  by  that  time  the  domestic  supply  of  the  arti- 
cles to  be  printed  or  stained  will  have  been  ex- 
tended. ^  If  the  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent 
on  certain  kinds  of  cotton  goods  were  extended  to 
all  goods  of  cotton,  or  of  which  it  is  the  principal 
material,  it  would  probably  more  than  Gount<^- 
balance  the  effect  of  the  drawback  proposed  ii 
relation  to  the  fabrication  of  the  article.     And  no 
material   objection  occurs  to  such  an   extensk». 
The  duty,  then,  considering  all  the  circumstances 
which  attend  goods  of  this  description,  could  not 
be  deemed  inconveniently  high ;  and  it  may  be 
inferred,  from  various  causes,  that  the  prices  of 
them  would  still  continue  moderate.      Manufac- 
tories of  cotton  goods  not  long  since  established 
at  Beverly,  in  Massachusetts,  and  at  Providence, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  conducted  with 
a  perseverance  corresponding  with  the  patriodc 
motives  which  began  them,  seem  to  have  over- 
come the  first  obstacles  to  success,  producing 
corduroys,  velvereta,  fhstians,  jeans,  and  other 
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nmilar  articles,  of  a  quality  which  will  bear  a 
comparison  with  the  like  articles  brought  firom 
Manchester.  The  one  at  Providence  has  the 
merit  of  being  the  first  in  introducing  into  the 
United  States  the  celebrated  cotton  mill,  which 
not  only  fnrnishefi  materials  for  that  mannfkctory 
itself,  but  for  the  supply  of  private  families  for 
boasehold  manufacture.  Other  manufactories  of 
the  same  material,  as  regular  businesses,  hare  also 
been  begun  at  different  places  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, but  all  upon  a  smaller  scale  than  those 
above  mentioned.  Some  essays  are  also  making 
in  the  printing  and  staining  of  cotton  goods. 
There  are  several  small  establishments  of  this  kind 
already  on  foot 

Wool. — In  a  country  the  climate  of  which  par- 
takes of  so  considerable  a  proportion  of  Winter  as 
that  of  a  great  part  of  the  United  States,  the 
woollen  branch  cannot  be  regarded  as  inferior  to 
any  which  related  to  the  clothing  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. Household  manufactures  of  this  material 
are  carried  on,  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  to  a  yery  interesting  extent;  but  there  is 
only  one  branch  which,  as  a  regular  business,  can 
be  sjiid  to  have  acquired  maturity;  this  is  the 
making  of  bats.  Hats  of  wool,  and  of  wool  mixed 
with  fur,  are  made  in  large  quantities  in  different 
States;  and  nothing  seems  wanting  but  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  materials  to  render  the  manufae- 
tore  commensurate  with  the  demand.  A  promis- 
ing essay  towards  the  fabrication  of  cloths,  cassi- 
meres,  and  other  woollen  goods,  is  likewise  going 
Dn  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut.  Specimens  of 
the  different  kinds  which  are  made,  in  the  posses- 
iion  of  the  Secretary,  evince  that  these  fabrics 
bve  attained  a  very  considerable  degree  of  per- 
fection. Their  quality  certainly  surpasses  any 
thing  that  could  have  been  looked  for  in  so  short 
I  time  and  under  so  great  disadvantages,  and  con- 
spires, with  the  scantiness  of  the  means  which 
lave  been  at  the  command  of  tlie  directors,  to 
form  the  eulogium  of  that  public  spirit,  perseve- 
rance, and  judgment,  which  have  been  able  to  ac- 
complish so  much.  To  cherish  and  bring  to  ma- 
turity this  precious  embyro  must  engage  the  most 
irdent  wishes,  and  proportionable  regret,  as  fiir  as 
ihe  means  of  doing  it  may,  appear  difficult  or 
mcertain.  Measures  which  should  tend  to  pro- 
note  au  abundant  supply  of  wool,  of  good  quality, 
vould  probably  afford  the  most  efficacious  aid 
Jiat  present  circumstances  permit  To  encourage 
iie  raising  and  improving  the  breed  of  sheep  at 
)ome  would  certainly  be  the  most  desirable  expe- 
lient  for  that  purpose;  but  it  may  not  be  alone 
mtficient,  especially  as  it  is  yet  a  problem  whether 
)ur  wool  be  capable  of  such  a  degree  of  improve- 
nent  as  to  render  it  fit  for  the  finer  fabrics.  Pre- 
niums  would  probably  be  found  the  best  means 
)t' promoting  the  domestic,  and  bounties  the  foreign 
supply;  the  first  may  be  within  the  compass  of 
he  institution  hereafter  to  be  submitted;  the 
ast  would  require  a  specific  Legislative  provision. 
^f  any  bounties  are  granted,  they  ought,  of  course, 
•0  be  adjusted  with  an  eye  to  quality  as  well  as 
{uuntity.  A  fund  for  this  purpose  may  be  derived 
iom  ttie  addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  to 


the  present  rate  of  duty  on  carpets  and  carpeting, 
an  increase  to  which  the  nature  of  the  articles  sug- 
gests  no  objection,  and  which  •may  at  the  same  time 
furnish  a  motive  the  more  to  the  fabrication  of  them 
at  home,  toward  which  some  beginnings  have  beeo 
made. 

Silk. — ^The  production  of  this  article  is  attended 
with  great  facility  in  most  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Some  pleasiuff  essays  are  making  in  Con- 
necticut, aa  well  toward  that  as  toward  the  manufae- 
ture  of  what  is  produced.  Stockings,  handkerchiefs, 
ribbons  and  buttons,  are  made,  though  as  yet  but  in 
small  quantities. 

A  manufactory  of  lace,  upon  a  scale  not  very 
extensive,  has  been  long  memorable  at  Ipswich, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  An  exemption  of 
the  material  from  the  duty  which  it  now  pays  on 
importation,  and  premiums  upon  the  production 
to  be  dispensed  under  the  direction  of  tiie  institu- 
tion before  alluded  to,  seem  to  be  the  only  species 
of  encouragement  advisable  at  so  early  a  stage  of 
the  thing. 

Glass. — ^The  materials  for  making  glass  are 
found  everywhere.  In  the  United  States  there  is 
no  deficiency  of  them.  The  sands  and  stones 
called  Tarso,  which  includes  flinty  and  christalline 
substances  generally,  and  the  salts  of  various  plants, 
particularly  of  the  sea-weed  kali  or  kelo,  constitute 
the  essential  ingredients.  An  extraordinary  abun- 
dance of  fuel  is  a  particular  advantage  enjoyed  by 
this  country  for  such  manufactures.  They,,  how- 
ever, require  large  capitals  and  involve  much  manual 
labor. 

Different  manufactories  of  glass  are  now  on  foot 
in  the  United  States.  The  present  duty  of  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent  on  all  imported  articles  of  glaas 
amount  to  a  considerable  encouragement  to  those 
manufactories.  If  anything  in  addition  is  judged 
eligible,  the  most  proper  would  appear  to  be  a  di- 
rect bounty  on  window  glaas  and  black  bottles. 
The  first  recommends  itself  as  an  object  of  general 
convenience;  the  last  adds  to  that  character,  the 
circumstance  of  being  an  important  item  in  brewe- 
ries. A  complaint  is  made  of  great  deficiency  in 
this  respect 

Gunpowder.— No  small  progress  has  been  ot 
late  made  in  the  manufacture  of  this  very  import- 
ant article.  It  may,  indeed,  be  considered  aa  al- 
ready established ;  out  its  high  importance  renders 
its  further  extension  very  desirable.  The  encou- 
ragements which  it  already  enjoys,  are  a  duty  of 
ten  per  cent  on  the  foreign  rival  article,  and  an 
exemption  of  salt-petre,  one  of  the  principal  ingre- 
dients of  which  it  is  composed,  from  duty.  A  Tike 
exemption  of  sulpher,  another  chief  ingredient, 
would  appear  to  be  equally  proper.  No  quantity  of 
this  article  has  yet  been  produced,  from  internal 
sources.  The  use  made  of  it  in  finishing  the  bot- 
toms of  ships,  is  an  additional  inducement  to  placing 
it  in  the  class  of  free  goods.  Regulations  for  the 
careful  inspection  of  the  article  would  have  a  fa- 
vorable tendency. 

Paper. — Manufactories  of  paper  are  among  those 
which  are  arrived  at  the  greatest  maturity  in  the 
United  States,  and  are  most  adequate  to  national 
supply.     That  of  paper-hangings  is  a  branch  in 


1031 


APPENDIX. 


1032 


Report  an  Matutfaehiru. 


which  respectable  progreas  has  been  made,  No- 
tliing  material  seems  wanting  to  the  farther  suc- 
cess of  this  valuable  branch,  which  is  already  pro- 
tected by  a  competent  duty  on  similar  imported 
articles. 

In  the  enumeration  of  the  several  kinds,  made 
subject  to  that  duty,  sheeting  and  cartridge  paper 
have  been  omitted.  Tliese  being  the  most  simple 
manufactures  of  the  sort,  and  necessary  to  military 
supply,  as  well  as  ship-building,  recommend  them- 
selves equally  with  tliose  of  other  descriptions  to  en- 
couragement, and  appear  to  be  as  fully  within  the 
compass  of  domestic  exertions. 

Prikted  Books. — The  great  number  of  presses 
disseminated  throughout  the  Union,  seem  to  afford 
an  assurance  that  there  is  no  need  of  being  indebt- 
ed to  foreign  countries  for  the  printing  of  the  books 
which  are  used  in  the  United  States.  A  duty  of  ten 
per  cent,  instead  of  five,  which  is  now  charged  upon 
the  article  would  have  a  tendency  to  aid  the  busi- 
ness internally. 

It  occurs  as  an  objection  to  this,  that  it  may  have 
an  unfavorable  aspect  toward  literature,  by  raising 
the  price  of  books  in  universal  use  in  private 
families,  schools,  and  other  seminaries  of  learning. 
But  the  difference,  it  is  conceived,  would  be  with- 
out effect  As  to  books,  which  usually  fill  the 
libraries  of  the  wealthier  classes  and  of  profesdonal 
men,  such  an  augmentation  of  prices,  as  might  be 
occasioned  by  an  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent 
would  be  too  little  felt  to  be  an  impediment  to  the 
acquisition. 

And  with  regard  to  books  which  may  be  specially 
imported  for  the  use  of  particular  Seminaries  of 
Learning,  and  of  Public  Libraries,  a  total  exemption 
from  duty  would  be  advisable,  which  would  go 
far  toward  obviating  the  objection  just  mentioned. 
They  are  now  subject  to  a  duty  of  five  per  cent 
As  to  the  books  in  most  general  family  use,  the 
constancy  and  universality  of  the  demand  would 
insure  exertions  to  furnish  them  at  home,  and  the 
means  are  completely  adequate.  It  may  also  be 
expected  ultimately,  in  this  as  in  other  cases,  that 
the  extension  of  the  domestic  manufacture  would 
conduce  to  the  cheapness  of  the  article.  It  ought 
not  to  pass  unremarked,  that  to  encourage  the  print- 
ing of  books  is  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of 
paper. 

Refihed  Sugars  akd  Chocolatb — Are  among 
the  number  of  extensive  and  prosperous  domestic 
manufactures.  Drawbacks  of  the  duties  upon  the 
materials  of  which  they  are  respectively  made,  in 
cases  of  exportation,  would  have  a  beneficial  influ- 
ence upon  the  manufacture,  and  would  conform  to 
a  precedent  which  has  been  already  furnished  in  the 
instance  of  molasses  on  the  exportation  of  distilled 
spirits. 

Cocoa,  the  raw  material,  now  pays  a  duty  of  one 
cent  per  lb.,  while  chocolate,  which  is  a  prevailing 
and  very  simple  manufacture,  is  comprised  in  the 
mass  of  articles  rated  at  no  more  than  five  per  cent 
There  would  appear  to  be  a  propriety  in  encou- 
raging the  manufacture  by  a  somewhat  higher 
duty  on  its  foreign  rival  than  is  paid  on  the  raw 
material.  Two  cents  per  lb.  on  imported  chocolate 
would,  it  is  presumed,  be  without  inconvenience. 


The  foregoing  heads  comprise  the  most  important 
of  the  several  kinds  of  manufaeturea,  wbieh  hare 
occurred  as  requiring,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as 
most  proper  for  public  eneoaragement ;  and  sock 
measures  for  affording  it  as  have  anpeared  best  cal- 
culated to  answer  the  end,  have  been  saggestcd. 
The  observations  which  have  aeeompanied  this  d&> 
linealion  of  objects,  supercede  the  necessity  of  masj 
supplementary  remarks.  One  or  two,  however, 
may  not  be  altogether  superfluous. 

bounties  are  in  various  instances  proposed  u 
one  species  of  encouragement.  It  is  a  aimilar  ob> 
jection  to  them  that  they  are  diflBcolt  to  be  no- 
naged and  liable  to  frauds.  But  neither  that  diffi- 
culty nor  this  danger  seems  suflicientlj  great  u 
countervail  the  advantages  of  which  they  are  pn^ 
ductive,  when  rightly  applied.  And  it  is  presniD«i 
to  have  been  shown  that  they  are  in  some  eases, 
particularly  in  the  infancy  of  new  enterprises,  indis- 
pensable. 

It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  guard  with  ex- 
traordinary circumspection  the  manner  of  dispense 
ing  them.  The  requisite  precautions  have  beeo 
thought  of;  but  to  enter  into  the  detail  wooU 
swell  this  Report,  already  voluminoas,  to  a  size  tot 
inconvenient  If  the  principle  shall  not  be  deemed 
inadmissible,  the  means  of  avoiding  an  abase  of  it 
will  not  be  likely  to  present  insurmountable  ob»tft- 
des.  There  are  useful  guides  from  practice  is 
other  quarters.  It  shall,  therefore,  only  be  remarked 
here,  in  relation  to  this  point,  that  the  boontj 
which  may  bo  applied  to  the  mannfactore  of  ai 
article,  cannot  with  safety  extend  beyond  tho»t 
manufactories  at  which  the  making  of  the  articlf 
is  a  regular  trade.  It  would  be  impossible  to  an- 
nex adequate  precautions  to  a  benefit  of  tiiat  na- 
ture, if  extended  to  eyery  private  fiunilj  in  whkk 
the  manufacture  was  incidentally  carried  on,  aiMi 
its  being  a  merely  incidental  occupation,  which  en- 
gages a  portion  of  time  that  would  otherwise  be 
lost,  it  can  be  adyantageously  carried  on  without 
80  special  an  aid. 

The  possibility  .of  diminution  of  the  reyeow 
may  also  present  itself  as  an  object  to  the  arrai^ 
ments  which  haye  been  submitted.  But  there  » 
no  truth  which  nmy  be  more  firmly  relied  upoa 
than  that  the  interests  of  the  reyenue  are  promot- 
ed by  whatever  promotes  an  increase  of  natiooi 
industry  and  wealth.  In  proportion  to  tbe  degitt 
of  these,  is  the  capacity  of  eyery  country  to  coo- 
tribute  to  tbe  public  treasury ;  and  where  the  ca- 
pacity to  pay  is  increased,  or  even  is  not  decrease-i, 
the  only  consequence  of  measures  which  diminis^b 
any  particular  resource,  is  a  change  of  the  object 
If,  by  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  an  articie  at 
home,  the  revenue  which  has  been  wont  to  accrue 
fVom  its  importation  should  be  lessened,  an  indem- 
nification can  easily  be  found,  either  out  of  tbe 
nuinufacture  itself,  or  from  some  other  object  which 
may  be  deemed  more  convenient  The  measures, 
howeyer,  which  have  been  submitted,  taken  ag- 
gregately, will,  for  a  long  time  to  oome,  rather  aug- 
ment than  decrease  the  public  reyenue. 

There  is  little  room  to  hope  that  the  progress 
of  manufactures  will  so  equally  keep  pace  with 
the  progress  of  population,  as  to  prevent  eveL  i 
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[radttal  aagmentaiion  of  the  prodaet  of  the  dntiea 
m  importea  articles.  An,  nevertheless,  an  abolt« 
ion  in  some  instances,  and  a  r^uction  in  others  of 
iatiea  which  have  been  pledged  for  the  Public 
)ebt  is  proposed,  it  is  essential  that  it  should  be 
«eompanied  with  a  competent  substitute.  In  order 
0  this,  it  is  requisite  that  all  the  additional  duties 
rhich  shall  be  laid,  be  appropriated  in  the  first  in- 
lance,  to  replace  all  defalcations  which  may  pro- 
«ed  from  any  such  abolition  or  diminution.  It  is 
ivident,  at  first  glance,  that  they  will  not  only  be 
deqoate  to  this,  but  will  yield  a  considerable  sur^ 
lias.    This  surplus  will  serve, 

1st.  To  constitute  a  fbnd  for  paying  the  bounties 
v'hich  shflli  have  been  decreed. 

2d.  To  constitute  a  fund  for  the  operations  of  a 
)oard  to  be  established,  for  promoting  arts,  agricul- 
are,  raanofaetares  and  commerce.  Of  this  institu- 
ion,  different  intimations  have  been  given  in  the 
otirse  of  this  Report  An  outline  of  a  plan  for  it 
iiill  now  be  submitted. 

Let  A  certain  almnai  sum  be  set  apart,  and  placed 
(Oder  the  management  of  Commissioners,  not  less 
h&n  three,  to  consist  of  certain  officers  in  the  Go- 
vernment and  their  successors  in  office.  Let  these 
Commissioners  be  empowered  to  apply  the  fund 
!0fl6ded  to  them  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
imitation  of  artists  and  manufacturers  in  particu- 
ar  branches  of  extraordinary  importance,  to  in^ 
lace  the  prosecution  and  introduction  of  useful 
(iacoveries,  inventions  and  improvements,  by  pro- 
K>rUoaate  rewards,  iadiciously  held  out  and  ap- 
>lied,  to  encourage  by  premiums,  both  honorable 
ind  lacrative,  the  exertions  of  individuals,  and  of 
Usscs,  in  relation  to  the  several  objects  they  are 
iharged  with  promoting,  and  to  afford  such  other 
lids  to  those  objects,  as  mav  be  generally  designa- 
ed  by  law.  The  Commissioners  to  render  to  the 
^ffislature  an  annual  account  of  their  transactions 
ind  disbursements ;  and  all  such  sums  as  shall  not 
lave  been  applied  to  the  purposes  of  their  trust,  at 
he  end  of  every  three  jears,  to  revert  to  the  Trea^ 
Qry.  It  may  also  be  enjbined  upon  them  not  to  draw 
tut  the  money,  but  for  the  purpose  of  some  specific 
lisborsement  It  may  moreover  be  of  use,  to  au- 
horize  them  to  receive  voluntary  contributions; 
oaking  it  their  duty  to  apply  them  to  the  particu- 
tr  objects  for  which  they  mav  have  been  made,  if 
loy  shall  have  been  designatea  by  the  donors. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  progress  of 
ttrticalar  manufactures  has  been  much  retarded  by 
he  want  of  skilful  workmen.  And  it  often  happens 
hat  the  capitals  employed  are  not  equal  to  the  pur- 
poses of  bringing  from  abroad  workmen  of  a  supe- 
ior  kind.  IJere,  in  cases  worthy  of  it,  the  auxiliary 
^^encv  of  Government  would  in  all  probability  be 
isefaf.  There  are  also  valuable  workmen  in  eviry 
>ranch,  who  are  prevented  from  emigrating  by  the 
v&nt  of  means.  Oceanonal  aids  to  such  persons, 
)roperly  administered,  might  be  a  source  of  valua- 
)le  acquisitions  to  the  country. 

1*he  propriety  of  stimulating  by  rewards  the 
Jivention  and  introduction  of  useful  improve- 
ments, is  admitted  without  difficulty.  But  the 
mccess  of  attempts  in  this  way  must  evidently 
iepend  much  on  the  manner  of  conducting  them. 


It  is  probable,  that  the  placing  of  the  dispensation 
of  those  rewards  under  some  proper  discretionarv 
direction,  where  they  may  be  accompanied  by  col- 
lateral expedients,  will  serve  to  give  them  the 
surest  efficacy.  It  seems  impracticable  to  appor- 
tion by  general  rules,  specific  compensations  for  dis- 
coveries of  unknown  and  disproportionate  utility. 
The  great  use  which  may  be  made  of  a  fund  of 
this  nature  to  procure  and  import  foreign  improve- 
ments is  particularly  obvious.  Among  these,  the 
article  qf  machines  would  form  a  most  important 
item. 

The  operation  and  utility  of  premiums  have  been 
adverted  to,  together  with  the  advantages  which 
have  resulted  from  their  dispensation,  under  the 
direction  of  certain  public  and  private  societies. 
Of  this,  some  experience  has  been  had  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Manu&ctures  and  Useful  Arts ;  but  the 
funds  of  that  association  have  been  too  contracted 
to  produce  more  than  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
ffood  to  which  the  principles  of  it  would  have  led. 
It  may  confidently  be  affirmed  that  there  is  scarcely 
anything  which  has  been  devised,  better  calculated 
to  excite  a  general  spirit  of  improrement  than  the 
institutions  of  this  nature.  They  are  trnly  invalu- 
able. 

In  countries  where  there  is  great  private  wealth, 
much  may  be  effected  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  patriotic  individuals ;  but  in  a  community 
situated  like  that  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  public 
purse  must  supply  the  deficiency  of  private  re- 
source. In  what  can  it  be  so  useful,  as  in  promo- 
ting and  improving  the  efforts  of  industry  1 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury, 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Thx  SioasTAET  or  State,  to  whom  was  referred  by 
the  P&isiosMT  OF  THE  UmTKD  Statks  the  reBolution 
of  Congreas  requesting  the  President  "to  cause  an 
estimate  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  ate  their  next 
session,  of  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  lands 
not  claimed  by  the  Indiana^  nor  granted  to  nor 
claimed  by  any  citizens  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  Territoiy  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  within  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio," 
makes  thereon  the  following  Report : 
The  Territory  ceded  by  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina to  the  United  States,  by  deed  bearing  date 
the  a5th  day  of  February,  1790,  is  bounded  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit :  Beginning  in  the  boundary  between 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
parallel  of  latitude  36  degrees  30  minutes  north 
from  the  Equator,  on  the  extreme  height  of  the 
Stone  Mountain,  where  the  said  boundary  or  pa- 
rallel intersects  it,  and  running  thence,  along  the 
said  extreme  height,  to  the  place  where  Wataugo 
river  breaks  through  it ;  thence,  a  direct  course  to 
the  top  of  the  Yellow  Mountain,  where  Bright's 
road  crosses  the  same ;  thence,  along  the  ridge  of 
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the  said  mountain,  between  the  waters  of  Doe 
river  and  the  waters  of  Rock  creek,  to  the  pkce 
where  the  road  crosses  the  Iron  Moantain;  from 
thence,  along  the  extreme  height  of  said  moan- 
tain,  to  where  Nolichuckey  river  runs  through  the 
same;  thence  to  the  top  of  the  BaM  Mountain; 
thence,  along  the  extreme  height  of  the  said  moun- 
tain, to  the  Fainted  Rock,  or  French  Broad  river ; 
thence,  along  the  highest  ridge  of  the  said  moun- 
tain, to  the  place  where  it  is  called  the  Great  Iron 
or  Smoky  Mountain;  thence,  along  the  ^treme 
height  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  place  where  it 
is  called  the  Unaka  Mountain,  between  the  Indian 
towns  of  Cowee  and  Old  Chota ;  thence,  along  the 
main  ridge  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  southeni 
boundary  of  the  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  that 
is  to  say,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  35  degrees 
north  from  the  Equator ;  thence,  westwardly,  along 
the  said  boundary  or  parallel,  to  the  middle  of  the 
river  Mbsisaippi;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  said 
river,  to  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  first^men- 
tioned  parallel  of  36  degrees  30  minutes ;  thence, 
along  the  said  parallel,  to  the  beginning:  which 
tract  of  country  is  a  degree  and  a  half  of  latitude 
from  north  to  south,  and  about  three  hundred  and 
sixty  miles,  in  general,  from  east  to  west,  as  nearly 
as  may  be  estimated  from  such  maps  as  exist  of 
that  country^ 

The  Indians  having  claims  within  the  said  tract 
of  country  are  the  Gherokees  and  Chickasaws, 
whose  boundaries  are  settled  by  the  Treaties  of 
Hopewell,  concluded  with  the  Gherokees  on  the 
28th  day  of  November,  1786,  and  with  the  Chicka- 
saws on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1786,  and  by  the 
Treaty  of  Holston,  concluded  with  the  Gherokees, 
July  2,  1791.    These  treaties  acknowledge  to  the 
said  Indians  all  the  lands  westward  and  southward 
of  the  following  lines,  to  wit :   Beginning  in  the 
boundary  between    South    and    North    Carolina, 
where  the  South  Carolina  Indian  boundary  strikes 
the  same ;  thence,  north,  to  a  point  from  which  a 
line  is  to  be  extended  to  the  river  Clinch,  that 
shall  pass  the  Holston,  at  the  rid^e  which  divides 
the  waters  running  into  Little  river  from  those 
running  iifto  the  Tennessee ;  thence,  up  the  river 
Clinch,  to  Campbell's  line,  and,  along  the  same,  to 
the  top  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain  ;  thence,  in  a 
direct  course,  toward  the  Cumberland  river,  where 
the  Kentucky  road  crosses  it,  as  far  as  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  or  parallel,  aforesaid,  of  36  degrees  and 
80  minutes;  thence,  westwardly,  or  eastwardly, 
as  the  case  shall  be,  along  the  said  line  or  parallel, 
to  the  point  thereof,  which  is  due  northeast  from 
another  point  to  be  taken  on  the  dividing  ridge  of 
Cumberland  and  Duck  rivers,  forty  miles  from 
Nashville ;  thence  southwest,  to  the  point  last  men- 
tioned, on  the  said  dividing  ridge,  and  along  the 
said  dividing  ridge  northwestwardly,  to  where  it 
is  intersected  by  the  said  Virginia  line  or  parallel 
of  86  degrees  80  minutes.    So  that  there  remained 
to  the  tfnited  States  the  right  of  pre-emption  of 
the  lands  westward  and  southward  of  the  said 
lines,  and  the  absolute  right  to  those  northward 
thereof^  that  is  to  say,  to  one  parcel  to  the  east- 
ward,  somewhat  triangular,   comprehending  the 
counties  of  Sullivan  and  Washington,  and  parts 


of  those  of  Greene  and  Hawkins,  mnniiig  abeoi 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  east  to  west,  on 
the  Virginia  boundary  aa  its  base,  and  between 
eighty  and  ninety  miles  from  north  to  acnith  where 
broadest,  and  containing,  as  may  be  oooiectmed, 
without  pretending  to  accuracy,  between  sevea 
and  eight  thousand  square  miles,  or  mboot  five 
millions  of  acres :  And  to  one  oth^  parc^  to  the 
westward,  somewhat  triangular  also,  oomprehend- 
ing  parts  of  the  counties  of  Sumner,  DftvidsoD, 
and  Tennessee,  the  base  whereof  extends  aboat 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  also,  from  east  to  west, 
on  the  same  Virginia  line,  and  its  be^it  from 
north  to  south  about  fifty-five  miles,  and  so  may 
comprehend  about  four  thousand  square  mQ^  or 
upwards  of  two  and  a  half  miUions  of  acres  of 
land. 

Within  these  triangles,  howerer,  are  the  Ibllow* 
ing  claims  of  citizens,  reserved  by  tbe  deed  of 
cession,  and  consequently  forming  ezceptioDB  to 
the  rights  of  the  United  States : 

I.  Appropriations  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina for  their  Continental  and  State  <^eer8  and 
soldiers. 

II.  Qrants  and  titles  to  grants  Tested  in  infi- 
▼iduals  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

III.  Entries  made  in  Armstrong's  office,  anderis 
act  of  that  State,  of  1783,  for  the  redosiptioa  d 
specie  and  other  certificates. 

The  claims   covered  by  the   first  reaerrat  n 


1st  The  bounties  in  land  glren  by  tbe  said 
State  of  North  Carolina  to  their  Continenta]  line, 
in  addition  to  those  given  by  Congress..  These 
were  to  be  located  within  a  district  boonded  norib- 
wardly  by  the  Virginia  line,  and  southwardly  by  a 
line  parallel  thereto,  and  fifty-five  miles  distant; 
westwardly  by  the  Tennessee ;  and  eastwardly  by 
the  meridian  of  the  intersection  of  the  Yifginia  IiDe 
and  Cumberland  river.  Grants  hare  aoeordtngly 
issued  for  1,2$9,498  acres,  and  warrants  lor  the 
further  quantity  of  1,549,726  acres,  making,  to- 
gether, 2,789,224  acres. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  tbe  southwestern  and  south- 
eastern angles  of  this  district,  constitutin|f  perhaps 
a  fourth  or  fifth  of  the  whole,  are  south  of  the 
lines  established  by  the  treaties  of  Hopewell  aod 
Holston,  and  consequently  in  a  country  wherein 
the  Indian  title  is  acknowledged  and  guaranteed  by 
the  United  States.  No  information  is  reoeired  of 
the  exact  proportion  of  the  locations  made  widun 
these  angles^ 

2d.  Bounties  in  land  to  Evans's  battalion,  raised 
for  State  purposes.  These  were  to  be  taken  west 
of  Cumberland  Mountain.  The  locations  are  not 
yet  made. 

The  second  reservation  oorers  the  following 
claims : 

1.  Lands  for  the  Surveyor  Glenerars  fees  for 
laying  out  the  military  bounties,  to  be  located  in 
the  military  district  The  grants  already  issoed 
on  this  account  amount  to  30,208  acres. 

2.  Grants  to  Isaac  Shelby,  Anthony  Bledsoe, 
and  Absalom  Tatum,  Commissioners  for  laying 
out  the  military  bounties ;  and  to  guards,  diain 
carriers,  markers,  and  huntersi  who  attended  thtm 
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Iready  issued  to  the  amoant  of  66,982  ftcrea,  lo- 
oted in  the  military  district 

3.  Entries  in  Washington  county,  amounting 
o  746,362«|  acres;  for  214,5411  of  which,  grants 
lare  already  issued.  Of  the  remaining  581,8211 
teres,  a  coDsiderable  proportion  were  declared  void 
>y  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  were  particularly 
excluded  from  the  cover  of  the  reservation  in  the 
leed  of  cession  by  this  clause  in  it,  to  wit:  ^^Prty 
tidedt  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend, 
n*  be  construed  to  extend,  to  the  making  good  any 
entry  or  entries,  or  any  grant  or  grants,  heretofore 
ieclared  Toid  by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State. *^  Still  it  is  to  be  consid- 
ered that  many  of  these  persons  have  settled  and 
improTed  the  lands,  are  willing,  as  is  said,  to  com- 
ply with  such  conditions  as  shall  be  required  of 
other  purchasers,  form  a  strong  barrier  on  the  new 
frontier  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Holston,  and 
are,  therefore,  objects  meriting  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislature. 

4w  Entries  in  Sullivan  county,  amounting  to 
240,624  acres;  for  178,882  acres  of  which  grants 
have  already  issued.  Of  the  remaining  entries, 
many  are  certified  void,  and  others  understood  to 
be  lapsed,  or  otherwise  voidable  under  the  laws 
of  the  SUte. 

5.  Certain  pre-emption  rights,  granted  to  the 
first  settlers  of  Davidson  county,  on  Cumberland 
river,  amounting  to  809,760  acres. 

6.  A  grant  of  200,000  acres  to  Richard  Hender- 
aon  and  others,  on  PowePs  and  Clinch's  rivers, 
extending  up  PowePs  river  in  a  breadth  of  not 
less  than  four  miles,  and  down  Clinch's  from  their 
junction  in  a  breadth  not  less  than  twelve  miles. 
A  great  part  of  this  is  within  the  Indian  territory. 

Among  the  grants  of  the  State  now  under  re- 
capitulation, as  forming  exceptions  out  of  the  ab- 
solute rights  of  the  United  States,  are  not  to  be 
reckoned  here  two  grants  of  2,000  each  to  Alex- 
ander Martin  and  David  Wilson,  adjacent  to  the 
lands  allotted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers ;  nor  a  grant 
of  25,000  acres  on  Duck  river  to  the  late  Major 
General  Greene;  because  they  are  wholly  within 
the  Indian  territory,  as  acknowledged  by  the  trea- 
ties of  Hopewell  and  Holston. 

The  extent  of  the  third  reservation  in  favor  of 
entries  made  in  Armstrong's  office  is  not  yet  en- 
tirely known,  nor  can  be  until  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1792,  the  last  day  given  for  perfecting  them. 
The  sum  of  certificates,  however,  which  had  been 
paid  for  these  warrants  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
State,  before  the  20th  day  of  May,  1790,  reaches, 
in  all  probabOity,  near  to  their  whole  amount. 
This  was  £878,649  6s.  5d.  currency  of  that  State, 
and,  at  the  price  of  £10  the  hundred  acres,  estab- 
lished by  law,  shows  that  warrants  had  issued  for 
8,736,498  acres.  For  1,762,660  acres  of  these,  grants 
have  passed,  which  appear  to  have  been  located 
partly  in  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Hawkins, 
and  partly  in  the  country  from  thence  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  divided  into  Eastern,  Middle,  and  West- 
ern Districts.  Almost  the  whole  of  these  locations 
ate  within  the  Indian  territory.  Besides  the  war- 
rants paid  for  as  before  mentioned,  it  is  known 
that  there  are  some  others  outstanding  and  not 


paid  for ;  but,  perhaps,  these  need  not  be  taken  into 
account,  as  payment  of  them  has  been  disputed, 
on  the  ground  that  the  lands  being  within  the  In- 
dian territory,  cannot  now  be  delivered  to  the 
holders  of  the  warranta 

On  a  review  of  all  the  reservations,  after  mak- 
ing such  conjectural  allowance  as  our  informa- 
tion authorizes,  for  the  proportion  of  them,  which 
may  be  within  the  Indian  boundaries,  it  appears 
probable  they  cover  all  the  ceded  lands  suscepti- 
ble of  culture  and  cleared  of  the  Indian  title,  that 
is  to  say,  all  the  habitable  parts  of  the  two  triangles 
before  mentioned,  excepting  only  the  lands  south 
of  French  Broad  and  Big  Pigeon  rivers.  These 
were  part  of  the  tract  appropriated  by  the  laws  of 
the  State  to  the  use  of  the  Indians,  whose  title 
being  purchased  at  the  late  treaty  of  Holston,  they 
are  now  free  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  United  States, 
and  are  probably  the  only  lands  open  to  their  dis- 
posal within  this  Southwestern  Territory  which 
can  excite  the  attention  of  purchasers.  They  are 
supposed  to  amount  to  about  800,000  acres,  and 
we  are  told  that  three  hundred  families  have  al- 
ready set  down  upon  them  without  right  or  li- 
cense. 

The  territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  that  river, 
on  the  east  by  Pennsylvania,  on  the  north  and 
west  by  the  lines  which  divide  the  United  States 
from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 

The  part  of  this  territory  occupied  by  Indians 
is  north  and  west  of  the  following  lines,  establish- 
ed with  the  Wyandots,  Delawares,  Chippewas, 
and  Ottawas,  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  and 
with  the  Shawanese,  by  that  of  the  Great  Miami,  to 
wit :  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga,  and 
running  up  the  river  to  the  portage  between  that 
and  the  Tuscaroras  branch  of  the  Muskingum; 
then  down  the  said  branch  to  the  forks  at  the  cross- 
ing place  above  Fort  Lawrence ;  then  westwardly, 
towards  the  portage  of  the  Big  Miami,  to  the 
main  branch  of  that  river ;  then  down  the  Miami 
to  the  fork  of  that  river  next  below  the  Old  Fort 
which  was  taken  by  the  French  in  1752 ;  thence 
due  west  to  the  river  De  la  Pause,  and  down  that 
river  to  the  Wabash.  So  fiir,  the  lines  are  pre- 
cisely defined,  and  the  whole  country  southward 
of  these  lines  and  eastward  of  the  Wabash  cleared 
of  the  claims  of  those  Indians,  as  it  is  also  of  those 
of  ^he  Pottawatomies  and  Sacs  by  the  treaty  of 
Muskingum.  How  far  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Wabash  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Indians  has 
been  defined  we  know  not.  It  is  only  understood, 
in  general,  that  their  titie  to  the  lower  country, 
between  that  river  and  the  Illinois,  has  been  for- 
merly extinguished  by  the  French  while  in  their 
possession.  As  to  that  country,  then,  and  what 
lies  still  beyond  the  Illinois,  it  would  seem  expe- 
dient that  nothing  be  done  until  a  fair  ascertain- 
ment of  boundary  can  take  place  by  mutual  con- 
sent between  us  and  the  Indians  interested. 

The  country  within  the  Wabash,  the  Indian 
line  before  described,  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and 
the  Ohio,  contains,  on  a  loose  estimate,  about 
55,000  square  miles,  or  85,000,000  of  acres. 

During  the  British  government,  great  numbers 
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of  persons  had  formed  themselTcs  in  companies, 
under  different  names,  such  as  the  Ohio,  the  Wa- 
bash, the  Illinois,  the  Mississippi,  or  Vandalia 
Companies,  and  bad  covered  with  their  applica- 
tions a  great  part  of  this  territory.  Some  of  them 
had  obtained  orders,  on  certain  conditions,  which, 
having  never  been  fulfilled,  their  titles  were  never 
completed  by  grants ;  others  were  only  in  a  state 
of  negotiation  when  the  British  authority  was  dis- 
continued. Some  of  these  claims  being  already 
under  a  special  reference,  by  order  of  Congress,  and 
all  of  them  probably  falling  under  the  operation 
of  the  same  principles,  they  will  not  be  noticed  in 
the  present  Report 

The  claims  of  citizens  to  be  here  stated  will  be — ' 

I.  Those  reserved  to  the  States  by  their  deeds 
of  cession. 

n.  Those  which  have  arisen  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  themselves. 

Under  the  first  head  presents  itself  the  tract  of 
country  from  the  completion  of  the  41st  degree  to 
42  degrees  2  minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  Pennsylvania  line  before  mentioned 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  westward,  not  men- 
tioned in  the  deed  of  Connecticut,  while  all  the 
country  westward  thereof  was  mentioned  to  be 
ceded.  About  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of 
this  may,  perhaps,  be  without  the  Indian  lines  be- 
fore mentioned. 

1.  A  reservation  in  the  deed  of  Virginia  of  the 
possessions  and  titles  of  the  French  and  Canadian 
mhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskias, 
St.  Vincennes,  and  the  neighboring  villages,  who 
had  professed  themselves  citizens  of  Virginia, 
which  rights  have  been  settled  by  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  '*  An  act  for 
granting  lands  to  the  inhabitants  and  settlers  at 
Vincennes  and  the  Illinois  country,  in  the  Terri- 
tory Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  confirming 
them  in  their  possessions."  These  lands  are  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  several  villages. 

2.  A  reservation  in  the  same  deed  of  a  quantity, 
not  exceeding  150,000  acres  of  land,  for  General 
George  Rogers  Clark,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  his  regiment,  who  were  at  the  reduction  of 
Kaskaskias  and  St  Vincennes,  to  be  laid  off  in 
such  place,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  as 
a  majority  of  the  officers  should  choose.  They 
chose  they  should  be  laid  off  on  the  river  adjacent 
to  the  rapids,  which  accordingly  has  been  done. 

8.  A  reservation  in  the  same  deed,  of  lands  be- 
tween the  Sciota  and  Little  Miami,  to  make  up  to 
the  Virginia  troops  on  Continental  establishment 
the  quantity  which  the  good  lands  in  their  southern 
allotment  might  fall  short  of  the  bounties  given 
them  by  the  laws  of  that  State.  By  a  statement 
of  the  16th  September,  1788,  it  appeara  that 
724,045}  acres  had  been  surveyed  for  them  on  the 
southeastern  side  of  the  Ohio;  that  l,895,d85i 
acres  had  been  surveyed  on  the  northwestern  side ; 
that  warrants  for  649,649  acres  more,  to  be  laid  off 
on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Surveyor,  and  it  was  supposed  there  might 
still  be  some  few  warrants  not  yet  presented ;  so 
that  this  reservation  may  be  stated  at  2,045,084} 
acres,  or  perhaps  some  small  matter  more. 


IIL  The  claims  of  individual  dtizens^  derived 
from  the  United  States  themselves,  are  the  lot- 
lowing  : 

1.  Those  of  the  Continental  Army,  foooded  on 
the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  September  16,  177S, 
August  12,  and  September  80, 1780,  and  fixed  by 
the  ordinance  of  May  20,  1785.  The  resoiatkm  of 
October  22,  1787,  and  the  supplementary  ordi- 
nance of  July  9,  1788,  in  the  seven  ranges  of 
townships,  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Ohio,  due 
north  from  the  western  termination  of  a  line  then 
lately  run,  as  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; or,  in  a  second  tract  of  1,000,000  of  acres, 
bounded  east  by  the  seventh  range  of  the  said 
townships,  south  by  the  lands  of  Cutler  and  Sar- 
gent, north  b^  an  extension  of  the  northern  boand- 
ary  of  the  said  townships,  and  going  towards  the 
west  so  far  as  to  include  the  above  qoantity ;  or, 
lastly,  in  a  third  tract  of  country,  beginning  al  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  running  up  the  rirer  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  river  Au  Vause;  thence  up  the 
same  till  it  meets  a  west  line  from  the  month  of 
the  Little  Wabash ;  thence  along  that  line  to  the 
Great  Wabash;  thence  down  uie  same  and  the 
Ohio  to  the  beginning.  The  sum  total  of  the  said 
military  claims  is  1,651,800  acres. 

2.  Those  of  the  individuals  who  made  pnrchasea 
of  land  at  New  York,  within  the  said  seven  ranges 
of  townships,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Cdn- 
gress  of  April  21,  1787,  and  the  supplementaty 
ordinances  of  July  9,  1788 ;  which  claims  amoant 
to  150,896  acres. 

8.  The  purchase  of  one  million  and  a  half  acres 
of  land  by  Cutler  and  Sargent,  on  behalf  of  cer- 
tain individuals  associated  under  the  name  of  the 
Ohio  Company.  This  beeins  where  the  Ohio  m 
intersected  by  the  western  boundary  of  the  seventh 
range  of  townships,  and  runs  due  north  on  that 
boundary  1,806  chains  and  25  links;  thence,  doe 
west,  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  seventeenth 
range  of  townships;  thence,  due  south,  to  the 
Ohio,  and  up  that  river  to  the  beginning;  the 
whole  area  containing  1,781,760  acres  of  land, 
whereof  281,760  acres,  consisting  of  various  lots 
and  townships,  are  reserved  to  the  United  States. 

4.  The  purchase  by  the  same  Cutler  and  Sar- 
gent, on  behalf  also  of  themselves  and  others. 
This  begins  at  the  northeastern  angle  of  the  tract 
of  their  purchase  before  described,  and  runs  doe 
north  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  tenth  town- 
ship from  the  Ohio;  thence,  due  west,  to  the 
Sciota ;  thence,  down  the  same,  and  np  the  Ohio^ 
to  the  southwestern  angle  of  the  said  purchase 
before  described,  and  along  the  western  and  north- 
em  boundaries  thereof  to  &e  beginning ;  the  whole 
area  containing  4,901,480  acres  of  land;  out  of 
which,  however,  five  lots,  to  wit:  Nos.  S,  11, 16, 26, 
and  29,  of  every  township  of  six  miles  sqoare,  are 
retained  by  the  United  States,  and  out  of  the 
whole  are  retained  the  three  townships  of  Gnaden- 
hutten,  Schoenbrun,  and  Salem ;  md  certain  lands 
around  them,  as  will  be  hereafter'mentioned. 

5.  The  purchase  of  John  Cleves  Symmes^ 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Great  Miami ;  on  the 
south  by  the  Ohio;  on  the  east  by  a  line  which  is 
to  begin  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio,  twenty  mQes 
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from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  as  measured 
along  the  several  courses  of  the  Ohio,  aud  to  run 
parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the  said  Great 
Miami ;  and  on  the  north  by  an  east  and  west  line 
80  run  as  to  include  1,000,000  of  acres  in  the  whole 
area,  whereof  five  lots,  numbered  as  before  men- 
tioned, are  reserved  out  of  every  township  by  the 
United  States. 

It  is  suggested  that  this  purchaser,  under  color 
of  a  first  and  larger  proposition  to  the  Board  of 
Treasury,  which  was  never  closed,  (but,  pending 
that  proposition,)  sold  sundry  parcels  of  land  be- 
tween his  eastern  boundary,  before  mentioned, 
and  the  Little  Miami,  and  that  the  purchasers 
have  settled  thereon.  If  these  suggestions  prove 
true,  the  settlers  will  perhaps  be  tiiought  to  merit 
the  favor  of  the  Legislature,  as  purchasers  for 
valuable  consideration,  and  without  notice  of  the 
defect  of  title. 

The  contracts  for  lands,  which  were  at  one 
time  under  consideration  with  Messrs.  Flint  and 
Parker,  and  with  Colonel  Morgan,  were  never  so 
&r  prosecuted  as  to  bring  either  party  under  any 
obligation.  All  proceedings  thereon  were  discon- 
tinued at  a  very  early  staee,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
DO  further  views  exist  with  any  other  party.  These, 
therefore,  are  not  to  be  enumerated  among  existing 
claims. 

6.  Three  townships  were  reserved  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  May  20,  1786,  adjacent  to  Lake  Erie,  for 
refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for 
)ther  purposes,  according  to  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, made  or  to  be  made  on  that  subject  These 
irould,  of  course,  contain  69,120  acres. 

7.  The  same  ordinance  of  May  20, 1785,  appro- 
priated the  three  towns  of  Gnadenhutten,  Schoen- 
>run,  and  Salem,  on  the  Muskingum,  for  the 
[Christian  Indians  formerly  settled  there,  or  the 
'emains  of  that  Society,  with  the  grounds  round 
kbout  them ;  and  the  quantity  of  the  said  drcum- 
acent  grounds,  for  each  of  the  said  towns,  was 
letermined  by  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  Sep- 
ember  8,  1788,  to  be  so  much  as,  with  the  plat  of 
ts  respective  town,  would  make  up  4,000  acres; 
to  that  three  towns  and  their  circumjacent  lands 
rere  to  amount  to  12,000  acres.  This  reservation 
ras  accordingly  made  out  of  the  large  purchase  of 
!!utler  and  Sargent,*  which  oomprenended  them, 
[^le  Indians,  however,  for  whom  the  reservation 
ras  made,  have  chosen  to  emigrate  bevond  the 
imits  of  the  United  States,  so  that  the  lands 
eserved  for  them  still  remain  to  the  United 
Itatea. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  United  States 
aay  rightfully  dispose  of  all  the  lands  between 
he  Wabash  and  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  the 
orty-firet  parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  Indian  lines 
•escribed  in  the  treaties  of  the  Great  Miami,  and 
'ort  Mcintosh,  with  exceptions  only  of  the  rights 
aved  by  the  deed  of  cession  of  Virginia,  and  of  all 
ights  legally  derived  from  the  Government  of  the 
Tnited  States ;  and,  supposing  the  part  south  of 
be  Indian  lines  to  contain,  as  before  conjectured, 
bout  36,000,000  of  acres,  and  that  the  claims  of 
itizens  before  enumerated  may  amount  to.  be- 
veen  18,000,000  and  14,000,000,  there  remains  at 


the  disposal  of    the  United,  States  upwards  of 
21,000,000  of  acres  in  this  northwestern  quarter. 

And  though  the  want  of  actual  surveys  of  some 
parts,  and  of  a  general  delineation  of  the  whole  on 
paper,  so  as  to  exhibit  to  the  eye  the  locations, 
forms,  and  relative  positions  of  the  rights  before 
described,  may  prevent  our  forming  a  well-defined 
idea  of  them  at  this  distance,  yet,  on  the  spot, 
these  difficulties  exist  but  in  a  small  degree.  The 
individuals  there  employed  in  the  details  of  buying, 
selling,  and  locating,  possess  local  informations 
of  the  parts  which  concern  them,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  keep  clear  of  each  other's  rights ;  or,  if  in  some 
instances  a  conflict  of  claims  should  arise,  fi-om  any 
want  of  certainty  in  theur  definition,  a  local  Judge 
will  doubtless  be  provided  to  decide  them  without 
delay,  at  least  provisionally.  Time,  instead  of 
clearing  up  these  uncertainties,  will  cloud  them 
the  more,  by  the  death  or  removal  of  witnesses, 
the  disappearance  of 'lines  and  marks,  change  of 
parties,  and  other  casualties. 

TH.  JEFFERSON, 

Secretary  of  State. 

NOVBHBBR  8,  1791. 

OBTAINING  FRESH  FROM  SALT  WATER. 

The  SEGBiTAaT  or  State,  to  whom  was  referred  by 
the  Houae  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
the  petition  of  Jacob  lsaack%  of  Newport,  in  Rhode 
Island,  baa  examined  into  the  truth  and  importance 
of  the  allegations  therein  set  forth,  and  makes  there- 
on the  following  Report : 

The  petition  sets  forth,  that,  by  various  experi« 
ments,  with  considerable  labor  and  expense,  he 
has  discovered  a  method  of  converting  salt  water 
into  fi*esh,  in  the  proportion  of  eight  pints  out  of 
ten,  by  a  process  so  simple  that  it  may  be  per- 
formed on  board  of  vessels  at  sea,  by  the  common 
iron  caboose  (with  small  alteration,)  by  the  same 
fire  and  in  the  same  time  which  is  used  for  cooking 
the  ship*s  provisions;  and  offers  to  convey  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  a  faithful  account 
of  his  art,  or  secret,  to  be  used  by  or  within  the 
United  States,  on  their  giving  to  him  a  reward  suit- 
able to  the  importance  of  the  discovery,  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  Government,  adequate  to  his  expenses 
and  the  time  he  has  devoted  to  the  bringing  it  into 
effect 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  merit  of  the  petitioner's 
discovery,  it  becomes  necessary  to  examine  the 
advances  already  made  in  the  art  of  converting  salt 
water  into  fresh. 

Lord  Bacon,  to  wbom  the  world  is  indebted  for 
the  first  germs  of  so  many  branches  of  science, 
had  observed,  that,  with  a  heat  sufficient  for  dis- 
tillation, salt  will  not  rise  in  vapor,  and  that  salt 
water  distilled,  is  fresh.  And  it  would  seem  that 
all  mankind  might  have  observed,  that  the  earth 
is  supplied  with  fresh  water  chiefly  by  exhalation 
from  the  sea,  which  is  in  fact  an  insensible  distilla- 
tion effected  by  the  heat  of  the  sun.  Yet  this, 
though  the  most  obvious,  was  not  the  first  idea  in 
the  essays  for  converting  salt  water  into  fresh. 
Filtration  was  tried  in  vain,  and  congelation  could 
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be  resorted  to  only  in  the  coldest  regions  and  sea- 
sons. In  all  the  earlier  trials  by  distillation,  some 
miztnre  was  thought  necessary  to  aid  the  opera- 
tion by  a  partial  precipitation  of  the  salt,  and  other 
foreign  matters  contained  in  sea  water.  Of  this 
kind  were  the  methods  of  Sir  Richard  Hawkins, 
in  the  sixteenth  century ;  of  Glauber,  Hauton,  and 
Lister,  in  the  seyenteenth  centuir ;  and  of  Hales, 
Appleby,  Butler,  Chapman,  Hoffman,  and  Dore, 
in  the  eighteenth  century :  nor  was  there  anything 
in  these  methods  worthy  noting  on  the  present 
occasion,  except  the  very  simple  still,  contrived 
extempore  by  Captain  Chapman,  and  made  from 
such  materials  as  are  to  be  found  on  board  every 
ship,  great  or  small  This  was  a  common  pot  with 
a  wooden  lid  of  the  usual  form,  in  the  centre  of 
which  a  hole  was  bored  to  receive  perpendicularly 
a  short  wooden  tube,  made  with  an  inch  and 
half  auger,  which  perpendicular  tube  received  at 
Its  top,  and  at  an  acute  angle,  another  tube  of 
wood  also,  which  descended  till  it  ioined  a  third, 
of  pewter,  made  by  rolling  up  a  dish,  and  passing 
it  obliquely  through  a  cask  of  cold  water.  With 
this  simple  machine  he  obtained  two  quarts  of 
fresh  water  an  hour,  and  observed,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  fuel  would  be  very  trifling,  if  tbe  still 
was  contrived  to  stand  on  the  fire  idong  with  the 
ship's  boiler. 

In  1762,  Dr.  Ltnd,  proposing  to  make  experi- 
ments of  several  different  mixtures,  first  distilled 
rain  water,  which  he  supposed  would  be  the 
purest,  and  then  sea  water^  without  any  mixture, 
which  he  expected  would  be  the  least  pure,  in 
order  to  arrange  between  these  two  supposed  ex- 
tremes the  degree  of  merit  of  the  several  ingre- 
dients he  meant  to  try.  ''  To  his  great  surprise," 
as  he  confesses,  "  the  sea  water,  distilled  without 
any  mixture,  was  as  pure  as  the  rain  water."  He 
pursued  the  discovery,  and  established  the  &ct 
that  a  pure  and  potable  fresh  water  may  be  ob- 
tained from  salt  water  by  «mple  distillation,  with- 
out the  aid  of  any  mixture  for  flnine  or  precipi- 
tating its  foreign  contents.  In  1767,  he  proposed 
an  extempore  still,  which,  in  fact,  was  Chapman's, 
only  substituting  a  gun-barrel  instead  of  Chap- 
man's pewter  tube,  and  the  hand-pump  of  the 
ship  to  be  cut  in  two  obliquely,  and  joined  again 
at  an  acute  angle,  instead  of  Chapman's  wowlen 
tubes  bored  express ;  or,  instead  of  the  wooden  lid 
and  upright  tube,  he  proposed  a  tea-kettle  (with- 
out its  lid  or  handle)  to  be  turned  bottom  upward 
over  the  mouth  of  the  pot,  by  way  of  still-head, 
and  a  wooden  tube  leading  from  the  spout  to  a 
gun-barrel  passing  through  a  cask  of  water,  the 
whole  luted  with  equal  parts  of  chalk  and  meal 
moistened  with  salt  water. 

With  this  apparatus  of  a  pot,  tea-kettle,  and 
gun-barrel,  the  Dolphin,  a  twenty-gun  ship,  in  her 
voyage  round  the  world,  in  1761,  from  flffy-slx 
gallons  of  sea  water,  and  with  nine  pounds  of 
wood  and  sixty-nine  pounds  of  pit-coal,  made 
forty-two  gallons  of  good  fresh  water,  at  the  rate 
of  eight  gallons  an  hour.  The  Dorsetshire,  in  her 
passage  from  Gibraltar  to  Mahon,  in  1769,  made 
nineteen  quarts  of  pure  water  in  four  hours,  with 
ten  pounds  of  wood    And  the  Slambal,  in  1773, 


between  Bombay  and  Bengal,  with  a  hand-pamp, 
gun-barrel,  and  a  pot,  of  six  gallons  of  sea  water, 
made  ten  quarts  of  fresh  water  in  three  hoars. 

In  1771,  Dr.  Irvin,  putting  together  Lind*s  idea 
of  distilling  without  a  mixture,  Chapman's  stiO» 
and  Dr.  Franklin's  method  of  cooling  by  evapo- 
ration, obtained  a  premium  of  £5,000  from  the 
British  Parliament  He  wet  his  tube  constantly 
with  a  mop,  instead  of  passing  it  thnnigh  a  cask 
of  water.  He  enlarged  its  bore,  also,  in  order  to 
give  it  a  freer  passage  to  the  vapor,  and  thereby 
increase  its  quantity  by  lessening  the  resistance  or 
pressure  on  the  evaporating  suriace.  This  hst 
improvement  was  his  own,  and  it  doubtless  contri- 
buted to  the  success  of  his  models ;  and  we  may 
suppose  the  enlargement  of  the  tube  to  be  nsefiil 
to  that  point  at  which  the  central  parts  of  tbe 
vapor,  passing  through  it,  would  benn  to  escspe 
condensation.  Lord  Mulgrave  used  his  method 
in  his  voyage  towards  the  North  Pole,  in  1773, 
making  from  thirty-four  to  forty  gallons  of  fresh 
water  a  day,  without  any  great  additioD  of  fo^, 
as  he  says. 

M.  de  Bougainville,  in  his  voyage  round  tbe 
world,  used,  very  successfully,  a  sdll  which  bad 
been  contrived  in  176B,  by  Poyisonier,  so  as  to 
guard  against  the  water  being  thrown  over  ftoa 
the  boiler  into  the  pipe  by  the  agitation  of  the 
ship.  In  this,  one  singularity  was  that  the  fur- 
nace or  fire-box  was  in  the  middle  of  the  boiler, 
so  that  the  water  surrounded  it  in  contact.  This 
still,  however,  was  expensive,  and  occupied  moch 
room. 

Such  were  the  advances  already  made  in  the 
art  of  obtaining  fresh  from  salt  water,  when  Mr. 
Isaacks,  the  petitioner,  suggested  his  discovery. 

As  the  merit  of  this  could  be  ascertained  hy 
experiment  only,  the  Secretary  of  State  asked  tbe 
fkvor  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  President  of  the  Ameri- 
can Philosophical  Society,  of  Dr.  Wistar,  President 
of  Chemistry  in  the  College  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Dr.  Hutchinson,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  present  at  the  expe- 
riments. Mr.  Isaacks  fixed  the  pot  of  a  soudl  csp 
boose,  with  a  tin  cap,  and  straight  tube  of  tia 
passing  obliquely  through  a  cask  of  cokl  water; 
he  made  use  of  a  mixture,  tiie  composition  of 
which  he  did  not  explain,  and  from  twentj-lbar 
pints  of  sea  water,  taken  up  about  three  miles  oat 
of  the  Capes  of  Delaware  at  flood  tide,  he  distiDed 
twenty-two  pints  of  fresh  water  in  four  hours^ 
with  twenty  pounds  of  seasoned  pine,  which  was  a 
little  wetted  by  having  lain  in  the  rain. 

In  a  second  expenment  of  the  21st  of  March, 
performed  in  a  furnace  and  five  gallon  still  at  tbe 
College,  from  thirty-two  pints  of  sea  water  he 
drew  thirty-one  pints  of  f^h  water  in  seven 
hours  and  twenty-four  minutes,  with  filty-ooe 
pounds  of  hickory,  which  had  been  cut  about  six 
months.  In  order  to  decide  whether  Mr.  Isaack's 
mixture  contributed  in  any  and  what  degree  to 
the  success  of  the  operation,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  repeat  his  experiment  under  the  same  circum* 
stances  exactly,  except  the  omission  of  the  mix- 
ture. Accordingly,  on  the  next  day,  the  same 
quantity  of  sea  water  was  put  into  the  same  still, 
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the  same  fumace  was  used,  and  fud  ftom  the 
same  parceL  It  yielded,  as  his  had  done,  tfairtj- 
one  pints  of  fV^esh  water  in  eleven  minutes  more 
of  time,  and  with  ten^pounds  less  of  wood. 

On  the  S4th  of  March,  Ifr.  Isaacks  performed  a 
third  experiment    For  this,  a  common  iron  pot,  of 
three  and  a  half  galloas,  was  fixed  in  brickwork, 
and  the  flue  from  the  hearth  wound  once  round  the 
pot  spirally,  and  then  passed  off  up  a  chimney. 
The  cap  was  of  tin,  and  a  straight  tin  tube  of  about 
two  inches  diameter,  pas»ng  obliquely  through  a 
barrel  of  water,  served  insto^  of  a  worm.    From 
sixteen  pints  of  sea  water  he  drew  off  fifteen  pints 
of  fresh  water,  in  two  hours  and  fifly-flve  minutes, 
with  three  pounds  of  dry  hicko^  and  eight  pounds 
of  seasoned  pine.    This  experiment  was  also  re- 
peated the  next  day,  with  the  same  apparatus  and 
fuel  from  the  same  parcel,  but  without  the  mixture. 
Sixteen  pints  of  sea  water  yielded,  in  like  manner, 
fifteen  pints  of  fresh,  in  one  minute  more  of  time, 
and  with  half  a  pound  less  of  wood.    On  the 
whole,  it  was  evident  that  Mr.  Isaacks^s  mixture* 
produced  no  advantage,  either  in  the  process  or 
result  of  the  distillation. 

The  distilled  water  in  all  these  instances  was 
found,  on  experiment,  to  be  as  pure  as  the  best 
pump  water  of  the  citv.  Its  taste,  indeed,  was 
not  as  agreeable,  but  it  was  not  such  as  to  pro- 
dace  any  disgust  In  ftct,  we  drink,  in  common 
life,  in  many  places,  and  under  many  circumstances, 
and  almost  always  at  sea,  a  worse  tasted  and  proba- 
bly a  less  wholesome  water. 

The  obtaining  fresh  from  salt  water,  for  ages 
was  considered  as  an  important  desideratum  for 
the  use  of  navigators.    The  process  for  doing  this 
by  simple  distillation  is  so  efficacious,  the  erocting 
an  extempore  still  with  such  utensils  as  are  found 
on  board  of  every  ship,  is  so  practicable,  as  to  au- 
thorize the  assertion  that  this  desideratum  is  satifr- 
fled  to  a  very  useful  degree.    But,  though  this  has 
been  done  f<v  upwards  of  thirty  years ;  though  its 
reality  has  been  established  by  the  actual  experi- 
ence of  several  vessels  which  nave  had  recourse  to 
it,  yet  neither  the  ikot  nor  process  is  known  to  the 
inass  of  seamen,  to  whom  it  would  be  the  most 
useful,  and  for  whom  it  was  principally  wanted. 
The  Secretary  of  State  is  therefore  of  opinion  that, 
since  the  subject  has  been  brought  under  observa- 
tion, it  should  be  made  the  occasion  of  dissemina- 
^ng  its  knowledge  generally  and  efi^sctually  among 
the  sea-ftring  citizens  of  the  United  States.    The 
following  is  one  of  the  many  methods  which  might 
he  proposed  for  doing  this : 

Let  the  clearance  for  every  vessel  sailing  from 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  be  printed  on  paper, 
oa  the  back  whereof  shall  be  a  printed  account  of 
the  essays  which  have .  been  made  for  obtaining 
fresh  from  salt  water,  mentioning  briefly  those 
which  were  unsuccessful,  and,  more  fully^  those 
which  have  succeeded;  describing  the  methods 
which  have  been  found  to  answer  for  constructing 
extempore  stills  of  such  implements  as  are  gene- 
r^ly  on  board  of  every  vessel,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion, in  all  cases  where  they  shall  have  occasion 
to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  obtaining  water,  to 
publish  the  result  of  their  trial  in  some  gazette 


on  their  return  to  the  United  States,  or  commu- 
nicate it  for  publication  to  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  order  that  others  may,  by  their 
success,  be  encouraged  to  make  similar  triids,  and 
be  benefitted  by  any  improvements'  or  new  ideas 
which  may  occur  to  them  in  prectioe. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
Pbiladblphia,  Nov.  21, 1791. 


INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 

Ukitsd  Stateb,  Jamtaty  16, 1798. 

S» :  As  the  ciroumstances  which  have  engaged 
the  United  States  in  the  present  Indian  War  may 
some  of  them  be  out  of  the  public  recollection,  and 
others  perhaps  be  unknown,  it  may  appear  advisa- 
ble that  you  prepare  and  publish,  from  authentic 
documents,  a  statement  of  those  ciroumstances,  as 
well  as  of  the  measures  which  have  been  taken, 
from  time  to  time,  for  the  re-establishment  of  peace 
and  friendship. 

When  the  community  are  called  upta  for  con- 
siderable exertions,  to  relieve  a  part  which  is  suf- 
fering under  the  hand  of  an  enemy,  it  is  desirable 
to  manifest  that  due  pains  have  been  taken  by  those 
intrusted  with  the  administration  of  their  a&irs  to 
avoid  the  evil. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
The  Secretary  for  the 

Department  qf  War. 


The  Causes  of  the  existing  Hostilities  between  the 
United  States  and  certain  Tribes  of  Indians,  North- 
west of  the  Ohio,  stated  and  explained  from  official 
and  authentic  Documents,  and  published  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  recurrence  to  the  Journals  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  of  the  early  stages 
of  the  late  war,  will  evince  the  public  solicitude  to 
preserve  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre* 
vent  their  engaging  in  a  contest  in  which  they  were 
no  wise  interested. 

But  thoueh  partial  treaties  or  conventions  were 
formed  with  some  of  the  Northern  and  Western 
tribes,  in  the  years  1775  and  1776,  yet  those  treat* 
ies  were  too  feeble  to  resist  the  powerful  impulses 
of  a  contrary  nature,  arising  fix>m  a  combination  of 
cfrcumstances  at  that  time ;  and  accordingly  all 
the  various  Indian  nations  (the  Oneidas,  Tuscaro- 
ras,  an^  a  few  individuals  of  the  Delaware,  ex- 
cepted) lying  on  our  frontiers,  firom  Georgia  to 
Canada,  armed  against  u& 

It  is  yet  too  recent  to  have  been  foi^otten,  that 
great  numbers  of  inofiensive  men,  women,  and 
children,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  barbarous  warfare 
practised  by  the  Indians,  and  many  others  were 
dragged  into  a  deplorable  captivity. 

Notwithstanding  that  these  aggressions  were  en- 
tirely unprovoked^  yet  as  soon  as  the  war  ceased 
with  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  instead  of 
indulging  any  resentments  against  the  Indian  na- 
tions, sought  only  how  to  establish  a  liberal  peace 
with  all  the  tribes  throughout  their  limits. 

Early  measures  were  accordingly  taken  for  this 


1047 


APPENDIX. 


1048 


Indian  HoMUiei, 


purpose.  A  treaty  was  held,  and  a  peace  con- 
cluded, in  the  year  1784,  with  the  hostile  part  of 
the  Northern  Indians,  or  Six  Nations,  at  Fort 
Stanwiz. 

In  January,  1785,  another  treaty  was  formed 
with  part  of  the  Western  tribes^  at  Fort  Mcintosh, 
on  the  Ohio,  to  wit :  with  the  Wyandots,  Dehk 
wares,  Ottawas,  and  Chippewas. 

Durine  the  same  year,  treaties  were  formed  at 
Hopewell  on  the  Keowee,  with  all  the  powerful 
tribes  of  the  South,  excepting  the  Creeks,  to  wit : 
the  Cherokees,  the  Choctaws,  and  Chickasaws. 

In  January,  1786,  a  treaty  was  formed  with  the 
Shawnese,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Great  Miami 
with  the  Ohio. 

It  was  not  long  before  certain  turbulent  and 
malignant  characters  residing  among  some  of  the 
northern  and  western  tribes,  which  had  formed  the 
treaties,  of  Fort  Stanwix  and  Fort  Mcintosh,  ex- 
cited uneasiness  and  complaints  against  those 
treaties.  In  consequence  of  representations  upon 
this  sultject,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1787,  Congress 
directed,  ''That  a  general  treaty  should  be  held 
with  the  tribes  of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  inhabiting  the  country  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio,  and  about  lake  Erie,  as  soon  after  the 
first  of  April  next  as  conveniently  might  be,  and 
at  such  place  and  at  such  particular  time  as  the 
Goremor  of  the  Western  Territory  should  ap- 
point, for  the  purpose  of  knowing  the  causes  of 
uneasiness  among  the  said  tribes,  and  hearing  their 
complaints ;  of  regulating  trade,  and  amicably  set- 
tling all  affiiirs  concerning  lands  and  bouniuuries, 
between  them  and  the  United  States." 

On  the  2d  day  of  July,  1788,  Congress  appro- 
priated **  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in 
addition  to  fourteen  thousand  dollars  before  appro- 
priated, for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  treaties 
which  had  been  oraered,  or  which  might  be  or- 
dered to  be  held  in  the  present  year,  with  the  seye- 
ral  Indian  tribes  in  the  Northern  Department,  and 
for  extinguishing  the  Indian  claims ;  the  whole  of 
the  said  twenty  thousand  dollars,  together  with  six 
thousand  dollars  of  the  said  fourteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  applied  solely  to  the  purpose  of  extin- 
guishing the  Indian  claims  to  the  lands  they  had 
already  ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  obtaining 
regular  conveyances  for  the  same,  and  for  extend- 
ing a  purchase  beyond  the  limits  theretofore  fixed 
by  treaty;  but  that  no  part  of  the  said  sums 
should  be  applied  for  any  purpose  other  than  those 
above  mentioned." 

Accordingly  new  treaties  were  held  at  Fort 
Harmar  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1788,  and  con- 
cluded on  the  9th  day  of  January,  1789,  with  a 
representation  of  all  the  Six  or  Northern  Nations, 
the  Mohawks  excepted;  and  with  a  representation 
of  the  following  tribes,  to  wit:  the  Wyandots,  the 
Delawares,  Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Pottawatomies, 
and  Sacs.  By  these  treaties,  nearly  the  same 
boundaries  were  recognised  and  established  by  a 
principle  of  purchase,  as  had  been  stipulated  by 
the  former  treaties  of  Fort  Stanwix  and  Fort  Mc- 
intosh. 

Thus  careful  and  attentive  was  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  settle  a  boundary  with  the 


Indians  on  the  basis  of  fair  treaty,  to  obviate  the 
dissatisfactions  which  had  been  excited,  and  to  es- 
tablish its  claim  to  the  lands  relinquished,  on  the 
principle  of  equitable  purchase. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  right  of  the  Northern 
and  Western  Indians,  who  formed  the  several  be- 
fore mentioned  treaties  to  the  lands  tber^j  relio- 
quished  to  the  United  States,  has  been  qaestioiied 
by  any  other  tribes ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
present  war  has  been  occasioned  by  anj  dts^nte 
relatively  to  the  boundaries  estaUished  by  the  said 
treaties.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  af^Ksars  that  the 
unprovoked  aggressions  of  the  Miami  and  Wabash 
Indians,  upon  Kentucky  and  other  parts  of  the 
frontiers,  together  with  their  assodates — a  boutditti, 
formed  of  Shawanese  and  outcast  Cherokees, 
amounting  in  all  to  about  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred men — are  solely  the  causes  of  the  war.  Hence 
it  is  proper  that  their  conduct  should  be  more  par- 
ticularly adverted  to. 

In  the  year  1784,  when  messages  were  sent  to 
the  Wvandots  and  Dekwares,  inviting  them  to 
meet  the  Commissioners,  first  at  Ouyahon,  and 
afterwards  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  the  Miami  Indiana 
were  also  included  in  the  said  invitations^  but  they 
did  not  attend. 

In  the  year  1785,  these  invitations  were  repeat- 
ed ;  but  the  messengers,  upon  their  arrival  at  the 
Miami  village,  had  their  horses  stolen,  were  other- 
wise treated  with  insolence,  and  prevented  from 
fulfilling  their  mission. 

In  the  years  1787  and  1788,  new  endeavors  were 
used  to  bring  those  Indians  to  treat.  Thej  were 
urged  to  be  present  at  the  treaty  appointed  to  be 
held  at  Fort  Harmar ;  but  these  endeavors  proved 
as  fruitless  as  all  the  former. 

At  a  Council  of  the  Tribes,  convened  in  17881, 
at  the  Miami  river,  the  Miami  and  Wabash  Indians 
were  pressed  to  repair  to  the  treaty,  with  great 
earnestness,  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Wyandots  and 
Delawares ;  the  Wyandot  chie&  particnlariy  pre> 
sented  them  with  a  large  belt  of  wampum,  holding 
one  end  of  it  themselves,  and  offering  the  otber  to 
the  hostile  Indians,  which  was  refill.  The  Wy- 
andots then  laid  it  on  the  shoulders  of  a  principal 
chief,  recommending  to  him  to  be  at  peace  with  the 
Americans ;  hut,  without  making  any  answer,  he 
leaned  himself  and  let  it  fiUl  to  the  ground ;  this 
so  displeased  the  Wyandots,  that  they  immediately 
lefi;  the  Council-house. 

In  the  mean  time  the  frontier  settlements  were 
disquieted  by  frequent  depredations  and  murders, 
and  the  complaints  of  their  inhabitants  (as  might 
be  expected)  of  the  pacific  forbearance  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, were  loud,  repeated,  and  distressing — 
their  calls  for  protection  incessant — ^till  at  length 
thev  appeared  determined  by  their  own  efforts  to 
endeavor  to  retaliate  the  injuries  they  were  con- 
tinually receiving,  and  which  had  become  intoler- 
able. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  was  indispensable  for 
the  Government  to  make  some  deciave  exertion  for 
the  peace  and  security  of  the  frontier. 

But  notwithstanding  the  ill  success  of  former 
experiments,  and  the  invincible  spirit  of  animosity 
which  had  appeared  in  certain  tribes,  and  which 
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was  of  a  Batnre  to  jnstify  a  persuasion  that  no  im- 

Sression  conld  be  nude  upon  them  by  pacific  ezpe- 
ients,  it  was  still  deemed  advisable  to  nukke  one 
more  essay. 

Accordingly,  in  April,  1790,  Anthony  Oamelin, 
an  inhabitant  of  Post  Vincennes,  and  a  man  of 
good  character,  was  despatched  to  all  the  tribes 
and  villages  of  the  Wabash  river,  and  to  the  In- 
dians of  the  Miami  \illage,  with  a  message,  pur- 
porting that  the  United  States  were  desirous  of 
establishing  a  general  peace  with  all  the  neighbor- 
ing tribes  of  Indians,  and  of  treating  them  in  all 
respects  with  perfect  humanity  and  kindness;  and 
at  the  same  time  warning  them  to  abstain  from 
farther  depredations. 

The  Inaians  in  some  of  the  villages  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  Wabash,  appeared  to  listen  to 
him;  others  manifested  a  different  disposition; 
others  confessed  their  inability  to  restrain  their 
young  warriors;  and  all  referred  the  messenger 
to  the  Indians  at  the  Miami  village.    At  this  vil- 
lage some  appeared  well  disposed,  but  the  chiefe 
of  the  Shawanese  returned  the  messages  and  belts, 
informing  the  messenger,  however,  that  they  would, 
after  consultation,  within  thirty  nights,  send  an 
answer  to  Post  Vincennes.    The  promised  answer 
was  never  received.      While  the  messenger  was 
at  the  Miami  village,  two  negroes  were  brought  in 
from  our  settlements,  prisoners ;  and  upon  his  re- 
turn to  L'AngulIe,  a  chief  informed  him  that  a 
party  of  seventy  warriors,  from  the  more  distant 
Indians,  had  arrived,  and  were  gone  against  the 
settlements. 

In  three  days  after  his  departure  firom  the  Mi- 
ami village,  a  prisoner  was  ttiere  burnt  to  death. 
Similar  cruelties  were  exercised  at  the  Ouittanon 
towns,  aboat  the  same  time ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
three  months,  immediately  after  the  last  mention- 
ed invitation,  upwards  of  one  hundred  persons 
were  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners,  upon 
the  Ohio,  and  in  the  district  of  Kentucky. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  previouslv  to  the  last 
invitation,  the  people  of  Kentucky,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  injuries,  were  meditating^  a  blow 
against  the  hostile  Indians,  (as  before  intimated,) 
were  restrained  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  from  crossing  the  Ohio,  until  the  effect  of 
the  friendly  overture,  intended  to  be  made,  should 
be  known. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  the  Wyandots  and 
Delawares,  after  having  frequently  and  f^uitlesslv 
endeavored  to  influence  the  Miami  and  Wabash 
Indians  to  peace,  upon  mature  conviction,  finally 
declared  that  force  only  could  effect  the  object. 

As  an  evidence  that  the  conduct  of  the  hostile 
Indians  has  been  occasioned  by  other  motives 
^^  a  claim  relatively  to  bounaaries,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  their  depredations  have  been  princi- 
pally upon  the  district  of  Kentucky,  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Virginia,  lying  along  the  south  side  of  the 
Ohio,  a  country  to  which  they  have  no  claim. 

It  appears,  by  respectable  evidence,  that  ftrom 
the  year  1783,  until  the  month  of  October,  1790, 
the  time  the  United  States  commenced  offensive 
operations  against  the  said  Indians,  that  on  the 
Ohio,  and  the  frontiers  on  the  south  side  thereof, 


they  killed,  wounded,  and  took  prisoners,  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, besides  carrying  off  two  thonsand  horses,  and 
other  property,  to  Uie  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

The  particulars  of  the  barbarities  exercised  upon 
many  of  the  prisoners,  of  different  ages  and  sexes, 
although  supported  by  indisputable  evidence,  are 
of  too  shocking  a  nature  to  be  presented  to  the 
public.  It  is  sufficient  upon  this  head  to  observe, 
that  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  have  been 
the  mildest  instruments  of  death.  That  in  some 
cases  torture  by  fire,  and  other  execrable  means, 
have  been  used. 

But  the  outrages  which  were  committed  upon 
the  frontier  inhabitants,  were  not  the  only  injuries 
that  were  sustained;  repeated  attacks  upon  de- 
tachments of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  were 
at  different  times  made.  The  following,  from  its 
peculiar  enormity,  deserves  recital.  In  April,  1790, 
Mt\]or  Doughty  was  ordered  to  the  fnenaly  Chick- 
asaws,  on  public  business.  He  performed  this^uty 
in  a  boat,  naving  with  him  Ensign  Sedam,  and  a 
party  of  fifteen  men.  While  ascendine  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  he  was  met  by  a  party  of  forty  In- 
dians, in  four  canoes,  consisting  principally  of  the 
aforesaid  banditti  of  Shawanese  and  outcast  Che- 
rokees.  They  approached  under  a  white  flag,  the 
well  known  emblem  of  peace.  They  came  on 
board  the  Major's  boat,  received  his  presents,  con- 
tinued with  him  nearly  one  hour,  and  then  de- 
parted in  the  most  friendly  manner ;  but  the}r  had 
scarcely  cleared  lus  oars  before  they  poured  in  a 
fire  upon  his  crew,  which  was  retumea  as  soon  as 
circumstances  would  permit,  and  a  most  unequal 
combat  was  sustain^  for  several  hours,  when 
they  abandoned  their  design,  but  not  until  they 
ban  killed  and  wounded  eleven  out  of  fifteen  of 
the  boat's  crew.  This  perfidious  conduct,  in  any 
age,  would  have  demanded  exemplary  punish- 
ment. 

All  overtures  of  peace  failing,  and  the  depreda- 
tions still  continuing,  an  attempt  at  coercion  be- 
came indispensable.  Accordingly  the  expedition 
under  Brigadier  General  Harmar,  in  the  month  of 
October,  1790,  was  directed.    The  event  is  known. 

After  this  expedition,  the  Governor  of  the  West- 
em  Territory,  in  order  that  nothing  might  be 
omitted  to  effect  a  peace  without  further  conflict, 
did,  on  his  arrival  at  Furt  Harmar,  in  December, 
1790,  send  through  the  Wyandots  and  Delawares 
conciliatory  messages  to  the  Miamies,  but  still 
without  effect. 

The  Complanter,  a  war  chief  of  the  Seneeas, 
and  other  Indians  of  the  same  tribe,  being  in  Phi- 
ladelphia in  the  month  of  February,  1791,  were 
engaged  to  undertake  to  impress  the  hostile  In- 
dians with  the  consequences  of  their  persisting  in 
the  hostilities,  and  also  of  the  justice  and  modfera- 
tion  of  the  United  States.  In  pursuance  of  this 
design,  Colonel  Procter,  on  the  14th  of  March, 
was  sent  to  the  Complanter,  to  hasten  his  depart- 
ure, and  to  accompany  him  to  the^  Miami  village ; 
and  messages  were  sent  to  the  Indians,  declaratory 
of  the  pacific  sentiments  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards them.    But  both  Colonel  Procter  and  the 
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Cornplanter,  althoagh  zealously  deiiroas  of  exe- 
cuting their  mission,  encountered  difficulties  of  a 
particular  nature,  which  were  insurmountable, 
and  prevented  the  execution  of  their  orders. 

Major  General  St  Clair,  in  the  month  of  April, 
sent  messages  from  Fort  Harmar  to  the  Bela- 
wares,  expressive  of  the  pacific  designs  of  the 
United  States  to  all  the  Incuan  tribes. 

A  treaty  was  held  at  the  Painted  Post,  by  Colo- 
nel Pickering,  in  June,  1791,  with  a  part  of  the 
Six  Nations,  at  which  the  humane  intentions  of 
the  General  Government  towards  them  particu- 
larly, and  the  Indian  tribes  generally,  were  fully 
explained. 

Captain  Hendricks,  a  respectable  Indian  resid- 
ing with  the  Oneidas,  appearing  zealously  disposed 
to  attempt  convincing  the  hostile  Indians  of  their 
mistaken  conduct,  was  accordingly  sent  for  that 
purpose,  but  was  frustrated  by  unforeseen  obsta- 
cles in  his  laudable  attempts. 

The  different  measures  which  have  been  recited, 
must  evince  that,  notwithstanding  the  highly  cul- 
pable conduct  of  the  Indians  in  question,  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  uninfluenced  by 
the  resentment  or  any  false  principles  which  might 
arise  from  a  consciousness  of  superiority,  adopted 
every  proper  expedient  to  terminate  the  Indian 
hostilities,  without  having  recourse  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity; and,  after  being  compelled  to  resort  to  it, 
has  still  kept  steadily  in  view  the  re-establishment 
of  peace,  as  its  primary  and  sole  object. 

Were  it  necessary  to  add  proofs  of  the  pacific 
and  humane  dispositions  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment towards  the  Indian  tribes,  the  treaties  with 
the  Creeks  and  with  the  Cherokees  miffht  be  cited 
as  demonstrative  of  its  moderation  and  liberality. 

The  present  partial  Indian  war  is  a  remnant  of 
the  late  general  war,  continued  by  a  number  of 
separate  banditti,  who,  by  the  incessant  practice 
of  fifteen  years,  seem  to  have  formed  inveterate 
and  incurable  habits  of  enmity  against  the  frontier 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

To  obtain  protection  against  lawless  violence, 
was  a  main  object  for  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  instituted ;  it  is,  indeed,  a  main  object 
of  all  Governments.  A  frontier  citizen  possesses 
as  strong  claims  to  protection  as  any  other  citizen. 
The  frontiers  are  the  vulnerable  parts  of  every 
country ;  and  the  obligation  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  to  afford  the  requisite  protec- 
tion, cannot  be  less  sacred  in  reference  to  the  in- 
habitants of  their  Western,  than  to  those  of  their 
Atlantic  frontier. 

It  will  appear,  from  a  candid  review  of  this 
subject,  that  the  General  Government  could  no 
longer  abstain  from  attempting  to  punish  the  hos- 
tile Indians. 

The  ill  success  of  the  attempts  for  this  purpose, 
is  entirely  unconnected  with  the  justice  or  policy 
of  the  measure.  A  perseverance  in  exertions  to 
make  the  refractory  Indians  at  last  sensible  that 
they  cannot  continue  their  enormous  outrages  with 
impunity,  appears  to  be  as  indispensable,  in  the 
existing  posture  of  things,  as  it  will  be  advisable, 
whenever  they  shall  manifest  symptoms  of  a  more 
amicable  disposition,  to  convince  them,  by  decisive 


proofs,  that  nothing  is  so  much  desired  by  the 
United  States  as  to  m  at  liberty  to  treat  them  with 
kindness  and  beneficence.  H.  KNOX, 

Secretary  of  Wmr, 
Wab  Depabtkent,  Jan.  26,  1792. 


DEFEAT  OF  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

United  States,  December  12,  1791. 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

of  the  Souse  of  It^presentatiees : 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  comma nicate  to 
you  the  information  received  from  Major  General 
St  Clair,  of  the  misfortune  which  has  befallen  the 
troops  under  his  command. 

Aithougli  the  national  loss  is  considerable,  ac- 
cording to  the  scale  of  the  event,  yet  it  may  be 
repaired  without  great  difficulty,  excepting  as  to 
the  brave  men  who  have  fallen  on  the  ooeasioo, 
and  who  are  a  subject  of  public  as  well  as  private 
regret. 

A  further  communication  will  shortly  be  made 
of  all  such  matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable 
the  Legislature  to  judge  of  the  future  measures 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  pursue. 

G.  WASHINGTOX. 

A  Letter  from  General  St  Clair,  dated 

Fort  Washington,  October  6, 1791. 

Sib  :  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  yoa 
that  the  Army  moved  from  Fort  HamiltoD,  the 
name  I  have  given  to  the  fort  on  the  Mi^mi^  oa 
the  4th,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Butler. 

The  order  of  march  and  encampment  I  hsid  re- 
gulated before,  and  on  the  third  returned  to  this 
phice  to  get  up  the  militia.    They  marched  yes- 
terday, and  consist  of  but  about  three  hundred 
men,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  abstract  of 
the  muster.     I  have  reason  to  believe,  however, 
that  at  least  an  equal  number  will  be  up  here  by 
the  10th,  and  I  have  left  orders  for  their  following 
us.    The  monthly  return  should  have  accompanied 
this  Letter,  but  it  was  not  ready  when  I  left  camp, 
and  has  not  been  forwarded  since.    I  have  hitherto 
found  it  impossible  to  reduce  the  officers  com- 
manding corps  to  punctuality  with  respect  to  their 
returns,  but  they  are  mending.    Our  number,  after 
deducting  the  garrisons  of  this  place  and  Fort 
Hamilton,  are  about  two  thousand,  exclusiTe  of 
the  militia.    I  trust  I  shall  find  them  sufficient 
and  should  the  rest  of  the  mUida  come  on,  it  will 
make  the  matter  prettv  certain ;  but  the  season  is 
now  so  far  advanced,  that  I  fear  the  intermediate 
posts,  which  would,  indeed,  have  been  hi^ly  ne- 
cessary, it  mil  be  impossible  to  establish.     In  that, 
however,  I  must  be  governed  by  circumstances,  of 
which  I  will  take  care  that  you  will  be  apprised 
in  due  time.     Should  the  enemy  come  to  meet  ut, 
which  seems  to  be  expected,  and  be  discomfited, 
there  will  be  no  difficulties,  but  if  they  expect  as 
at  the  Miami  villages,  the  business  vnll  wear  an- 
other face,  and  the  intermediate  posts  become  more 
essential 
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Since  the  Quartermaster  has  been  here,  and  got 
into  his  geerB,  which  it  took  him  a  little  time  to  do, 
I  am  Teiy  well  satisfied  with  him,  and  do  believe 
he  will  answer  the  description  which  you  was 
pleased  to  give  me  of  him ;  his  business  seems  now 
to  be  well  arranged. 

In  order  to  communicate  with  some  degree  of 
certainty  wiUi  your  office,  I  have  directed  Captain 
Buel,   when  he  arrives,  to  send  a  Sergeant  and 
twelve  men  to  a  house  that  has  been  newly  erect- 
ed, half-way  between  this  place  and  Lexington,  to 
each  of  which  two  men  are  to  be  sent  off  on  every 
Monday  morning  to  carry  despatches.    Those  for 
the  War  Office,  or  any  other  public  letters,  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Charles  Wilkios,  mer^ 
chant  of  Lexington,  who  has  engaged  to  forward 
all  I  have  occasion  to  send,  regularly,  once  a  fort- 
night ;  and  should  you,  sir,  think  proper  to  use  the 
same  route  for  any  of  yours,  if  they  are  sent  to  his 
care,  he  will  forward  them  to  me.     I  have  been 
led  to  prefer  this  channel  of  communication    to 
that  of  the  river,  because  it  appears  to  be  rather 
the  more  certain  of  two,  though  it  may  be  a  little 
more  tedious,  and  because  desertion  continues  to 
prevail  among  the  troops,  and  the  sending  small 
parties  to  such  a  distance  gives  great  opportunity 
to  effect  it     General  Butler  informs  me  that  no 
less  than  twenty-one  went  off  the  night  before  the 
Army  moved  from  Fort  Hamilton.     I    am    this 
moment  setting  out  for  the  Army,  which  I  hope 
to  overtake  to-morrow  evening,  and  will  write  to  you 
again,  as  aoon  after  as  may  be. 

With  great  regard  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 
The  Hon.  H.  Knox,  Secretary  (^  War. 

A  Letter  from  General  St^  Otair^  dated  Campy  81 

milee  advanced  <if  Fort  Waehington,  November 

1, 1791. 

Sm :  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on 
the  21st  instant,  nothing  very  material  hiUi  hap- 
pened, and  indeed,  I  am  at  present  so  unwell,  and 
have  been  so  for  some  time  past,  that  I  could  ill 
detail  it,  if  it  had  happened,  not  that  that  space  of 
time  has  been  entirely  barren  of  incidents,  but  as 
few  of  them  have  been  of  the  agreeable  kind,  I  beg 
you  to  accept  a  sort  of  journal  account  of  them, 
which  will  be  the  easiest  for  me. 

On  the  22d,  the  indisposition  that  had  hung 
about  me  for  some  time,  sometimes  appearing  as  a 
bilious  cholio,  and  sometimes  as  a  rheumatic  asth- 
ma, to  my  great  satisfoction  changed  to  a  gout  in 
the  left  arm  and  hand,  leaving  the  breast  and  stom- 
<tch  perfectly  relieved,  and  the  cough,  which  had 
been  excessive,  entirely  gone.  This  day,  Mr.  Ellis, 
with  sixty  militia  from  Kentucky,  joined  the  Army, 
and  brought  up  a  quantity  of  flour  and  beef. 

23d.  Two  men  taken  in  the  act  of  deserting  to 
the  enemy,  and  one  for  shooting  another  soldier, 
and  threatening  to  kill  an  officer,  were  hanged 
iipon  the  grand  parade,  the  whole  Army  being 
drawn  out ;  since  the  Army  has  halted,  the  country 
around  this,  and  ahead  for  fifteen  miles,  has  been 
^tiU  examined ;  it  is  a  country  which,  had  we  ar- 
rived a  month  sooner  in  it^  and  with  three  times 


the  number  of  animals,  they  would  have  been  all 
&t  now. 

24th.  Named  the  fort,  Jefferson,  (it  lies  in  lai 
50.  4.  22  N.)  and  marched  the  same  Indian  path, 
serving  to  conduct  us  about  six  miles,  and  encamp- 
ed on  good  ground  and  an  excellent  position ;  a 
rivulet  in  front  and  a  very  large  drain,  which  would 
at  the  proper  season  afibrd  fon^  for  a  thousand 
horses  on  the  left.  So  ill  this  day  that  I  had  much 
difficulty  in  keeping  with  the  Army. 

25th.  Very  hard  raina  last  night ;  obliged  to  halt 
to-day  on  account  of  provisions,  for  though  the 
soldiers  may  be  kept  pretty  easy  in  camp  nnd«'  the 
expectation  of  provisions  arriving,  they  cannot  bear 
to  march  in  advance,  and  take  none  along  with 
them ;  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hodgson,  by  ex* 
press ;  1,800  pounds  of  flour  will  arrive  the  27th. 

26th.  A  party  of  militia,  sent  to  reconnoitre,  fell 
in  with  five  Indians,  and  suffered  them  to  slip 
through  their  fingers.  In  their  camp,  articles  to 
the  value  of  $22  were  found  and  divided.  The 
Virginia  battalion  is  melting  down  very  fast,  not- 
withstanding the  promises  of  the  men  to  the  offi- 
cers. Thirteen  have  been  discharged  by  Colonel 
Darke  to-day. 

27th.  Gave  orders  for  enlisting  the  levies,  with 
the  condition  of  serving  out  their  time  in  the  pre- 
sent corps.  Payamingo  arrived  in  camp  with  bis 
warriors.  I  was  so  unwell,  could  only  see  him 
and  bid  him  welcome ;  but  entered  on  no  business . 
Considerable  dissatisfaction  among  the  levies  about 
their  enlistments. 

28th.  Some  clothing  sent  for  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton for  the  recruits  arrived ;  was  begun  to  be  dis- 
tributed, and  will  have  a  good  effect;  but  the 
enlisting  the  levies  does  not  meet  with  the  encour- 
agement that  might  have. been  expected.  It  is 
not  openly  complained  of  by  the  officers,  but  it  is 
certainly  privately  by  some  of  high  rank ;  and  the 
measure  of  tempting  them  with  warm  clothing, 
condemned.  Mr.  Hodgson  writes  me,  that  he  is 
sending  forward  a  quantity  of  woollen  overalls  and 
socks,  by  General  Butler's  orders.  I  have  ordered 
them  to  be  deposited  at  Fort  Jefferson.  Some  few 
Indians  about  us ;  probably  those  the  militia  fell  in 
with  a  day  or  two  ago.  Two  of  the  levies  were 
fired  upon  about  three  miles  off;  one  killed  ;  two 
of  the  militia  likewise.  One  of  them  got  in,  and 
the  other  missing,  supposed  to  be  taken. 

29th.  Payamingo  and  his  people,  accompaniedby 
Captain  Sparks  and  four  good  riflemen,  going  on 
a  scout ;  they  do  not  propose  to  return  under  ten 
days,  unless  they  sooner  succeed  in  taking  prison- 
ers. 

80th.  The  Army  moved  about  nine  o'clock,  and 
with  much  difficulty  made  seven  miles,  having 
left  a  considerable  part  of  the  tents  by  the  way ; 
the  provision  made  by  the  Quartermaster  for  that 
purpose  was  not  adequate — three  days'  flour  issued 
to  the  men,  to  add  the  horses  that  carried  it  to  his 
arrangements — the  Indian  road  still  with  us ;  the 
course  of  this  day  N.  25  W. 

81st  This  morning  about  sixty  of  the  militia 
deserted ;  it  was  at  first  reported  that  one-half  of 
them  had  gone  off,  and  that  their  design  was  to 
plunder  the  convoys  which  were  upon  the  road. 
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I  detached  the  first  repment  in  pursuit  of  them, 
with  orders  to  Major  Hamtramck  to  send  a  suffi- 
cient guard  hack  with  Benham  (a  Commissary) 
whenever  he  met  with  them,  and  follow  them 
ahout  twenty-five  miles  helow  Fort  Jefferson,  or 
until  he  met  the  second  convoy,  and  then  return 
and  join  the  Army.  Benham  arrived  last  night ; 
and  to-day,  November  1st,  the  Army  is  baited,  to 
give  the  road-cutters  an  opportunity  of  getting  some 
distance  ahead,  and  that  I  might  write  to  you.  I 
am  this  day  considerably  recovered,  and  hope  that 
it  will  turn  out,  what  I  at  first  expected  it  would 
be,  a  friendly  fit  of  the  gout  come  to  relieve  me  from 
every  other  complaint 

Yesterday  I  was  favored  with  your^s  of  the  28th 
and  29th  of  September.  I  have  enclosed  my  com- 
munications with  the  old  and  new  contractors,  and 
their  answers.  My  orders  from  the  posts  to  them 
are  not  yet  definitive,  but  they  will  be  very  soon. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  expect  they  are  both  at  work. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 
To  the  Hon.  H.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War.     ^ 

P.  S.  Your  Letters  for  General  Wilkinson  and 
General  Scott,  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Brown,  are  sent 
back;  and  the  public  thanks,  in  the  name  of  the 
Prbsidcnt,  presented  to  General  Wilkinson,  agree- 
ably to  your  directions. 

C<ipy  of  a  Letter  fr<ym  Major  General  St.  Clair^  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War. 

FoHT  Washington,  November  9,  1791. 

Sm:  Yesterday  afternoon  the  remains  of  the 
Army  under  my  command  got  back  to  this  place, 
and  I  have  now  the  painful  task  to  give  you  an 
account  of  as  warm,  and  as  unfortunate  an  action 
as  almost  any  that  has  been  fought,  in  which  every 
corps  was  engaged  and  worsted,  except  the  first 
regiment,  that  had  been  detached  upon  a  service  I 
had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  in  my  last  despatch, 
and  had  not  joined  me. 

On  the  Sd  instant,  the  Army  had  reached  a  creek 
about  twelve  yards  wide,  running  to  the  southward 
of  west,  which  I  believe  to  have  been  the  river  St. 
Mary,  that  empties  into  the  Miami  of  the  lake; 
arrived  at  the  rillage  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  having  marched  near  nine  miles,  and 
were  immediately  encamped  upon  a  very  com- 
manding piece  of  ground  in  two  lines,  having  the 
above-mentioned  creek  in  front,  the  right  wing 
composed  of  Butler's,  Clarke's,  and  Patterson's 
battalions,  commanded  by  Major  General  Butler, 
formed  the  first  line,  and  the  left  wing  consisting 
of  Bedinger's  and  Gaither's  battalions,  and  the 
second  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Darke, 
formed  the  second  line,  with  an  interval  between 
them  of  about  seventy  yards,  which  was  all  the 
ground  would  allow. 

The  right  flank  was  pretty  well  secured  by  the 
creek,  a  steep  bank,  and  Faulkener's  corps ;  some 
of  the  cavalry  and  their  picquets  cover  the  left 
flank;  the  militia  were  thrown  over  the  creek, 
and  advanced  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  and 
encamped  in  the  same  order;  there  were  a  few 


Indians  who  appeared  on  the  opposite  sde  of  the 
creek,  but  fled  with  the  utmost  precipltatkm  on 
the  advance  of  the  militia ;  at  this  place,  which  I 
judged  to  be  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  Miami 
village,  I  had  determined  to  throw  up  a  6%fat 
work,  the  plan  of  which  was  concerted  that  even- 
ing with  Major  Ferguson,  wherein  to  have  de- 
posited the  men's  knapsacks,  and  every  thing  else 
that  was  not  of  absolute  necessity,  and  to  have 
moved  on  to  attack  the  enemy  as  soon  as  the  first 
regiment  was  come  up,  but  they  did  not  permit  ine 
to  execute  either,  for  on  the  4th,  about  half  an  hour 
before  sunrise,  and  when  the  men  had  heen  just 
dismissed  from  the  parade  (for  it  was  a  oon^aot 
practice  to  have  them  all  under  arms  a  consider- 
able time  before  day-light)  an  attack  was  made 
upon  the  militia ;  those  gave  way  in  a  rerj  little 
time,  and  rushed  into  camp,  through  Mayor  But- 
ler's battalion,  which,  together  with  part  of  Clark*5, 
they  threw  into  considerable  disorder,  and  which, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  both  th<»se  offi- 
cers, was  never  altogether  remedied,  the  Indians 
following  close  at  their  heels;  the  fire,  however, 
of  the  front  line  checked  them,  but  almost  instant- 
ly a  very  heavy  attack  began  upon  that  line,  and 
in  few  minutes  it  was  extended  to  the  second  IHce^ 
wise ;  the  great  weight  of  it  was  directed  against 
the  centre  of  each,  where  the  artillery  was  placed, 
and  from  which  the  men  were  repeatedlj  driven 
with  great  slaughter ;  finding  no  great  effect  from 
our  fire,  and  confusion  beginning  to  spread  from 
the  great  number  of  men  who  were  fiUHng  in  all 
quarters,  it  became  necessary  to  try  what  coold  be 
done  by  the  bayonet 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Darke  was  accordingly  or- 
dered to  make  a  chaige  with  part  of  the  second 
line,  and  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.  This 
was  executed  with  great  spirit  The  Indians  in- 
stantly gave  way,  and  were  driven  back  three  or 
four  hundred  yards ;  but,  for  want  of  a  suflBcient 
number  of  riflemen  to  pursue  this  advantage,  they 
soon  returned,  and  the  troops  were  obliged  to  gi^ 
back  in  their  turn.  At  this  moment,  thej  had 
entered  the  camp  by  the  left  flank,  baring  parsued 
back  the  troops  that  were  posted  there. 

Another  charge  was  made  here  by  the  second 
regiment,  Butler's  and  Clark's  battalions,  with 
equal  effect,  and  it  was  repeated  several  times,  and 
always  with  success;  but  in  all  of  them,  many 
men  were  lost,  and  particularly  the  officers,  which, 
with  some  raw  troops,  was  a  loss  altogether  ir- 
remediable. In  that  I  just  spoke  of,  made  hy  the 
second  regiment  and  Butler's  battalion.  Major 
Butler  was  dangerously  wounded,  and  every  offi- 
cer of  the  second  regiment  fell,  except  three,  <Hie 
of  which,  Mr.  Greaton,  was  shot  through  the 
body. 

Our  artillery  being  now  silenced,  and  al]  the 
officers  killed,  except  Captain  Ford,  who  was  badly 
wounded,  more  than  half  of  the  army  fallen,  be- 
ing cut  off  from  the  road,  it  became  necessary  to 
attempt  the  regaining  it,  and  to  make  a  retreat  if 
possible.  To  this  purpose,  the  remains  of  the 
Army  were  formed,  as  well  as  cireumstances 
would  admit,  towards  the  right  of  the  encamp- 
ment;   from  which,    by  the  way  of  the  second 
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line,  ADOther  chai*ge  was  made  upon  the  enemy, 
as  if  with  the  design  to  turn  their  right  flank,  hut, 
in  &ct,  to  gain  the  road ;  this  was  effected ;  and, 
IS  soon  as  it  was  open,  tho  mih'tia  took  alone  it, 
followed  bj  the  troops,  Migor  Clark,  with  his  bat- 
taCon,  coTering  the  rear.  * 

The  retreat,  in  those  circumstances,  was,  you 
may  be  sure,  a  very  precipitate  one:  it  was,  in 
(act,  a  flight  The  camp  and  the  artillery  were 
ibandoned,  but  that  was  unavoidable,  for  not  a 
borse  was  left  alive  to  have  drawn  it  off,  had  it 
otherwise  been  practicable.  But  the  most  dis- 
graceful part  of  the  business  is,  that  the  greatest 
3art  of  the  men  threw  away  their  arms  and  ac- 
x)utrements,  even  after  the  pursuit,  which  conti- 
nued about  four  miles,  had  ceased.  I  found  the 
XMid  strewed  with  them  for  many  miles,  but  was 
]0t  able  to  remedy  it;  for,  having  had  all  my  horses 
cilied,  and  being  mounted  upon  one  that  could  not 
>e  pricked  out  of  a  walk,  I  could  not  get  forward 
DjscI^  and  the  orders  I  sent  forward,  either  to 
lalt  the  front,  or  to  prevent  the  men  from  parting 
irith  their  arms,  w^re  unattended  to.  The  route 
»Dtinaed  quite  to  Fort  Jefferson,  29  miles,  which 
wt&  reached  a  little  after  sun-setting.  The  action 
>egan  about  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  and  the 
'etreat  was  attempted  at  half  an  hour  after  nine 
)'clock. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  returns  of  the  killed 
ind  wounded;  but  liiyor  General  Butler,  Lieu- 
enant  Colonel  Oldham,  of  the  militia,  M^or  Fer- 
guson, Major  Hart,  and  Major  Clarke,  are  among 
he  former.  Colonel  Sargent,  my  Adjutant  Ge- 
leral.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Darke,  Lieutenant  Co- 
onel  Gibson,  Major  Butler,  and  the  Viscount  Ma- 
ertie,  who  served  me  as  an  aid-de-camp,  are  among 
he  latter,  and  a  great  number  of  Captains  and 
iubalterns  in  both. 

I  have  now,  sir,  finished  my  melancholy  tale — 
i  tale  that  will  be  felt  sensibly  by  every  one  that 
las  sympathy  for  private  distress,  or  for  public 
nisfortune.  1  have  nothing,  sir,  to  lay  to  the 
:harge  of  the  troops  but  their  want  of  discipline, 
irhich,  from  the  short  time  they  had  been  in  ser- 
ice,  it  was  impossible  they  should  have  acquired, 
iud  which  rendered  it  very  difiScult,  when  they 
rere  thrown  into  confusion,  to  reduce  them  again 
0  order,  which  is  one  reason  why  the  loss  has  fallen 
o  heavy  upon  the  officers,  who  did  every  thing  in 
heir  power  to  effect  it  Neither  were  m^  own 
tzertions  wanting;  but,  worn  down  with  illness, 
ind  suffering  under  a  painful  disease,  unable  either 
0  mount  or  to  dismount  a  horse  without  assistance, 
hey  were  not  so  great  as  they  otherwise  would, 
iad  perhaps  ought,  to  have  beeq.  We  were  over- 
K)wered  by  numbers,  but  it  is  no  more  than  jus- 
ice  to  observe,  that,  though  composed  of  so  many 
lifferent  species  of  troops,  the  utmost  harmony 
»revailed  through  the  whole  Army  during  the 
ampaign. 

At  Fort  Jefferson,  I  found  the  first  regiment, 
rhich  had  returned  from  the  service  thev  had 
>een  sent  upon,  without  either  overtaking  the  de- 
erters,  or  meeting  the  convoy  of  provisions.  I 
im  not  certain,  sir,  whether  I  ought  to  consider 
he  absence  of  this  regiment  from  the  field  of  ac 
2d  Coh. 


tion  as  fortnnate  or  otherwise.  I  incline  to  think 
it  was  fortunate ;  for  I  very  much  doubt  whether, 
had  it  been  in  the  action,  the  fortune  of  the  day 
had  been  turned :  and,  if  it  had  not,  the  triumph 
of  the  enemy  would  have  been  more  complete, 
and  the  country  would  have  been  destitute  of 
every  means  of  defence. 

Taking  a  view  of  the  situation  of  our  broken 
troops  at  Fort  Jefferson,  and  that  there  were  no 
provisions  in  the  fort,  I  called  on  the  field  offi- 
cers, viz :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Darke,  Major  Ham- 
tramck,  Migor  Zeigler,  and  Major  Gaither,  to- 
gether with  the  Adjutant  Greneral,  for  their  ad- 
Vice  what  would  be  proper  further  to  be  done; 
and  it  was  their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  addi- 
tion of  the  first  regiment,  unbroken  as  it  was,  did 
not  put  the  Army  on  so  respectable  a  footing  as  it 
was  in  the  morning,  because  a  great  part  of  it  was 
now  unarmed ;  that  it  had  been  then  found  une- 
qual to  the  enemy,  and,  should  thev  come  on, 
which  was  probable,  would  be  found  so  again ; 
that  the  troops  could  not  be  thrown  into  the  fort, 
both  because  it  was  too  small,  and  that  there  were 
no  provisions  in  it;  that  provisions  were  known 
to  be  upon  the  road,  at  the  distance  of  one,  or,  at 
most,  two  marches;  that,  therefore,  it  would  be 
proper  to  move,  without  loss  of  time,  to  meet  the 
provisions  when  the  men  might  have  the  sooner 
an  opportunity  of  some  refreshment,  and  that  a 
proper  detachment  might  be  sent  back  with  it,  to 
have  it  safelv  deposited  in  the  fort  This  advice 
was  accepted,  and  the  Army  was  put  in  motion 
again  at  ten  o^clock,  and  marched  all  night,  and 
the  succeeding  day  met  with  a  quantity  of  flour ; 
part  of  it  was  distributed  immedutely,  part  taken 
back  to  supply  the^rm^  on  the  march  to  Fort 
Hamilton,  and  the  remamder,  about  fifty  horse- 
loads,  sent  forward  to  Fort  Jefferson.  The  next 
day  a  drove  of  cattle  was  met  with  for  the  same 
place;  and  I  have  information  that  both  got  in. 
The  wounded  who  had  been  left  At  that  place 
were  ordered  to  be  brought  here  by  the  return  of 
the  horses. 

I  have  said,  sir,  in  a  former  part  of  this  letter, 
that  we  were  overpowered  by  numbers ;  of  that, 
however,  I  have  no  evidence :  but  the  weight  of 
the  fire,  which  was  always  a  most  deadly  one,  and 
generally  delivered  from  the  ground,  few  of  the 
enemy  showing  themselves  afoot,  except  when 
they  were  charged,  and  that,  in  a  few  minutes,  our 
whole  camp,  which  extended  above  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards  in  length,  was  entirely  sur- 
rounded and  attacked  on  all  quarters. 

The  loss,  sir,  the  public  has  sustained,  by  the 
fall  of  so  many  officers,  particularly  General  But- 
ler and  Major  Ferguson,  cannot  be  too  much  re- 
gretted ;  but  it  is  a  circumstance  that  will  allevi- 
ate the  misfortune  in  some  measure,  that  all  of 
them  fell  most  gallantly,  doing  their  duty.  I  have 
had  very  particular  obligations  to  many  of  them, 
as  well  as  to  the  survivors ;  but  to  none  more  than 
to  Colonel  Sargent  He  has  discharged  the  va- 
rious duties  of  his  office  with  zeal,  with  exactness, 
and  with  intelligence;  and,  on  all  occasions,  af- 
forded me  every  assistance  in  his  power,  which  I 
have  also  experienced  from  my  Aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
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tenant  Denny,  and   the  Viscount  Malertie,  who 
served  with  me  in  the  station  as  a  Tolanteer. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  regard,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

ARTHUR  St.  CLAIR. 

The  Hon.  H.  Knox,  Secretary  0/  War. 

p.  S.— Some  orders  thafhad  been  given  *to  Co- 
lonel Oldham  over  night,  and  which  were  of  much 
consequence,  were  not  executed,  and  some  very 
material  intelligence  was  communicated  by  Cap- 
tain Slough  to  General  Butler,  in  the  course  of 
the  night  before  the  action,  which  was  never  im- 
parted to  me,  nor  did  I  hear  of  it  until  after  my 
arrival  here. 

List  qf  the  Jcilled  and  wounded  offieen  in  the  bat- 
tle 0/ the  4th  ofNotemher^  1791. 

KILLED. 

Major  General  Richard  Butler;  Colonel  Old- 
ham, Kentucky  Militia ;  Majors  Ferguson,  Clarke, 
and  Hart ;  CapUins  Bradford,  Phelan,  Kirkwood, 
Price,  Van  Swearingen,  Tipton,  Smith,  Purdy, 
Piatt,  Guthrie,  Cribbs,  and  Newman;  Lieuten- 
ants Spear,  Warren,  Boyd,  MacMath,  Burgess, 
Kelso,  Read,  Little,  Happer,  and'  Lickins ;  En- 
signs Cobb,  Batch,  Chace,  Turner,  Wilson,  Brooks, 
Beatty,  and  Purdy ;  Quartermasters  Reynolds  and 
Ward ;  Adjutant  Anderson ;  Doctor  Grasson. 

WOUNDID. 

Lieutenant  Colonels  Gibson,  Darke,  and  Sar- 
gent, adjutant  general;  Major  Butler;  Captains 
Doyle,  Trueman,  Ford,  Buchanan,  Darke,  and 
Slough ;  Lieutenants  Grea^n,  Davidson,  De  Butts, 
Price,  Morgan,  McCrae,  Lysle,  and  Thompson; 
Adjutants  Whistler  and  Crawford ;  Ensign  Bines ; 
the  Viscount  Malertie,  volunteer  aid-de-camp  to 
Major  General  St  Clair. 


ing  establishments,  amounting  to  $3,688,043  5<l 
The  statement  (B)  includes  a  riew  of  the  proba- 
ble product,  during  the  year  1792,  of  the  ejdsling 
revenues    of  the    United    States,   amounting  to 
$8,700,000.     From  these  statements  will  reaiit 
substantially  the  information  which  is  desired  by 
thei  House  of  Representatives,  as  far  as  it  is  now 
in  the  power  of  the  SecreUry  to  g;ive  it.    One  iff 
two  matters,  however,  may  be  proper  to  be  added, 
with  a  view  to  greater  accuracy.     There  arc  cer- 
tain instances  in  which  the  estiniates  for  appropri- 
ations have  exceeded,  and  will  exceed^  the  suae 
actually  expended.     Hence  the  apparent  excess  cf 
the  expenditure,  as  exhibited  in  the   statemest, 
(A)  beyond  the  product  of  the  revenue,  as  diovii 
in  the  statement,  (B,)  will  probably  not  be  fooad 
real.    But  the  amount  of  these  surplusses  or  over- 
estimate is  not  stated,  because  it  is  not,  and,  in 
some  cases,  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  and  it  is 
not  likely  to  be  very  considerable;  and  because, 
if  it  should  do  more  than  counterbalance  the  ex- 
cess alluded  to,  it  will  be  safest  to  set  off  the  sur- 
plus against  those  contingent  demands  which  froa 
time  to  time  occur.    No  deduction  has  been  made 
from  the  annual  interest  on  account  of  the  Dels 
purchased.     This  has  proceeded  from  a  supposi- 
tion that  it  will  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Le- 
gislature to  appropriate  inviolably  the  interest  c  * 
any  part  of  the  Debt  which  shall  be  at  any  tjov 
extinguished  towards  the   extinction  of  the  re- 
mainder.    This  point  will  be  more  particDhHj 
submitted  in  a  Report  on  the  subject  of  the  Pub&e 
Debt    All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatuty. 
Trbasubt  DsPARTMBirr,  January  23, 1793. 


REDUCTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  SEG&KTAaT  or  the  Trkasurt,  in  obedience  to  the 

order  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  19th 

instant,  respectfully  makes  the  following  Report : 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1790  there  was  a  con- 
siderable surplus  of  revenue  beyond  the  objects  of 
expenditure  which  had  required  a  provision  to 
that  period ;  which  surplus,  by  an  act  of  the  12th 
of  August  in  that  year,  was  appropriated  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Public  Debt     The  statement  (A) 
herewith  submitted  will  show,  in  one  view,  all  the 
sums  which,  according  to  the  establishments  here- 
tofore  made,   and  corresponding   appropriations, 
have  required  and  will  require  to  be  defrayed,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1791  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1792,  amounting  together  to  $7,082,197  74. 
The  statement  (B)  will  also  show,  in  one  view, 
the  nett  product  of  all  the  public  revenues  for  the 
same  period,  according  to  the  best  calculation  and 
estimate  which  can  now  be  formed  of  it,  amount- 
ing to  $7,029,765  26  cents.     The  sUtement  (C) 
exhibits  a  summary  of  the  total  annual  expendi- 
ture of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  exist- 


Statement  of  expendituret  made  and  to  be  modi 

pursuant  to  appropriations  heretofore  made  ti 

conformity  to  the  existing  establishments  of  tki 

United  States,  from  the  beginning  of  ike  jiter 

1791  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  viz  : 

Amount  of  moneys  appropriated  by  an 
act  of  tlie  Mtli  February,  1791,  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment during  the  year  1791,  and 
for  other  purposes      ...   |740,.SSS  SO 

Sum  appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  8d  of 
March,  1791,  towards  effecting  a  recog- 
nition of  the  treaty  with  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco  -  -  -        SO.0O0  C'O 

Sum  appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  same 
date  for  raising  another  regiment,  and 
making  a  further  provision  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  frontiers  •  -     312,686  SO 

Amount  of  moneys  appropriated  by  an 
act  of  the  23d  of  December  last  past, 
making  provision,  among  other  things, 
for  tlie  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1792        -  -  -  .  1,059,222  SI 

Sum  to  be  advanced  pursuant  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  defraying  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations      •  -  -      40,000  00 

2,172.141  61 
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Reduction  of  the  PtMic  Debt. 


Imoimt  of  one  jear't  in- 
terest oo  tlie  Public 
Debt,  foreign  and  do- 
me^tic*  during  the  year 


1791 


A.mount  of  one  ye«r*B  in- 
terest on  the  Public 
Debt,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, (including  that 
of  the  respective  States 
assumed,)  during  the 
year  1792 


-  12,060,861  40 


2.849.194  78 


Total  expenditure  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1792    -  -  .  .  . 


4,910,066  13 
7,082,197  74 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Seeretary  of  the  Treaaury, 
TaxiksuKT  Dkpaetmkrt,  Jannaty  23,  1792. 

B. 

Eitimate  of  the  nett  product  of  the  public  revenuee 
during  the  years  1791  and  1792. 

IMPORT  DUTIES  FOR  1791. 

Quarter  ending  31 8t  March         •  -   |314,881  11 

Quarter  ending  30th  June,  (A)   -  -  1,846,303  49 

Quarter  euding  30th  September  -     919,570  66 

Quarter  ending  3l8t  December,  (B)  •      600,000  00 

Total  nett  products  for  1791.  of  imports   3,179,765  26 
Duties  un  homemade  spirits,  from  the 
l«t  July  to  the  last  of  December,  (C)      150,000  00 


Total  nett  reTcnue,  1791 

Duties  on  imports  for  the 
year  1792  estimated  at, 
(D)      .  .  .        18,800  00 

Duties  on  honae-made  spi- 
rits for  the  same  year 
estimated  at  (£)  -       400,000  00 


8,829,756  26 


8,700,000  00 


Total  of  nett  revenue  for  the  years  1791 
and  1792         ....  7,029,756  26 

Ifota  to  statement^  (B.) 

(A)  The  produce  of  these  three  quarters  may 
be  considered  as  ascertained.  Though  returns 
haye  not  been  receiyed  from  all  the  ports  for  the 
entire  period,  yet  so  many  have  been  received 
(including  the  principal  ports)  as  to  have  admit- 
ted of  a  calculation,  with  regard  to  the  rest,  not 
liable  to  material  error.  The  produce  for  the 
year  1790  has  served  as  a  guide  in  respect  to  ports 
from  which  returns  have  not  been  received. 

(B.)  The  sum  here  stated  is  altogether  upon 
estimate,  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
end  of  the  quarter  not  admitting  of  the  proper 
documents.  It  exceeds  the  produce  of  the  same 
quarter  for  the  preceding  year  $56,778  19.  If  the 
ratiq,  of  increase  of  any  preceding  quarter  during 
the  year  1791  had  been  applied  to  this  quarter,  the 
sum  would  have  been  considerably  greater.  But 
it  is  believed  that  this  would  not  furnish  a  just 
fule.  It  is  understood  that  the  importations  for 
the  last  quarter  of  1790  were  much  increased  to 
avoid  the  additional  duties  which  were  to  take 
place  ou  the  first  day  of  the  year  1791.    And, 


though  the  additional  duty  on  distilled  spirits 
might  at  first  view  be  expected  to  add  to  the  pro- 
duct for  the  quarter  in  question,  yet  it  is  far  from 
certain  that  this  was  the  effect  of  it.  Extraordi- 
nary exertions  were  made  to  import  distilled  spi- 
rits prior  to  July,  when  the  additional  duty  took 
effect,  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  lessened 
the  quantity  afterwards,  so  as  to  leave  it  a  ques- 
tion whether  this  article  was  more  or  less  pro- 
ductive in  that  quarter  than  in  the  same  quarter 
of  the  former  year.  Making  allowance  for  these 
circumstances,  it  does  not  appear  probable  that 
the  last  quarter  of  1791  will  exceed  the  last  auar- 
ter  of  1790  in  so  great  a  proportion  as  any  of  the 
preceding  corresponding  quarters. 

(C.)  This  sum  is  materially  short  of  the  ori- 
ginally-estimated product;  but,  from  the  returns 
hitherto  received,  it  does  not  appear  likely  to  be 
greater.  This  is  owing  partly  to  a  decreased  dis- 
tillation of  spirits  from  foreign  materials,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  mo- 
lasses, and  partly  to  the  obstacles  which  have  re- 
tarded the  complete  execution  of  the  law. 

(D.)  The  sum  here  estimated  cannot,  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  be  accurate.  It  includes  a 
compromise  of  opposite  considerations.  First,  it 
contemplates  an  additional  sum  for  the  additional 
duty  on  imported  spirits,  which  will  be  fully  ope- 
rative during  the  present  year.  Secondly,  it  con- 
templates the  possibility  that  the  disturbances  in 
Hispaniola  may  tend  to  diminish  the  supply  of 
several  articles  which  are  objects  of  considerable 
duties,  and  may  proportionably  diminish  the  reve- 
nue. Hence  about  one-third  of  the  probable  in- 
crease of  the  duties  on  spirits  is  •  added  to  the  pro- 
duce of  the  year  1791,  and  the  aggregate  is  taken 
as  the  produce  of  the  year  1792,  abating  two- thirds 
of  that  increase  as  an  equivalent  for  other  defi- 
ciencies. 

(E.)  The  same  disturbances  in  Hispaniola  may 
be  expected  to  diminish  the  product  of  the  duties 
on  home-made  spirits,  by  considerably  reducing 
the  supply  of  molasses ;  which,  added  to  the  ob- 
stacles already  alluded  to,  (and  which  it  will  re- 
quire yet  some  time  completely  to  surmount,) 
cannot  fail  to  render  the  real  product  of  these 
duties,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  materi- 
ally less  than  the  estimated  product  According- 
ly, an  abatement  of  about  one-third  is  made  in  the 
present  estimate. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Trbasurt  Dkpartmeht,  January  23,  1792. 


C. 

Estimate  of  annual  expenditure  on  the  ground  qf 
existing  establishments^  tie : 

For  the  support  of  the  civil  establishments 
of  Government,  including  $40,000  for 
foreign  affairs  •   $868,668  66 

Stated  expenditure  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, mcluding  $26,000  for  Indian 
affairs  ....     882,781  61 

Pensions  to  invalids       -  -  -       87,468  60 

838,848  77 
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Loan$. 


Interest  on  the  Public  Debt,  foreign  and 
domeetic,  including  the  amount  of  the 
State  debts  assumed  -  •  2,849,194  1Z 


Total  annual  expenditure 


'  8,688,048  60 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

Tbsasubt  DxpABTMKirr,  January  28,  1792. 


THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Treasury  Dkpartirnt,  Feb.  6,  1792. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  Re* 
port  on  the  subject  of  the  Public  Debt,  pursuant 
to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  first  of  Norember,  1791,  and  to  subsequent 
references  therein   mentioned;   and  to  be,  with 

Eerfect  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
umble  serrant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker 

4^  the  Houee  of  Bepreeentatitee, 

Treasury  Department,  Jan.  28, 1792. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  first  of  November,  1791,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  report  to  the 
House  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  loans 
^proposed  by  the  act  making  provision  for.  the 
Public  Debt,  as  well  in  the  debts  of  the  respective 
States  as  in  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  united 
States,  and  of  the  parts  which  remain  unsub- 
scribed, together  with  such  measures  as  are,  in  his 
opinion,  expedient  to  be  taken  on  the  subject,^*  the 
said  Secretary  respectfully  submits  the  following 
Report : 

I.  The  whole  amount  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of 
the  United  States,  principal  and  interest,  which 
has  been  subscribed  to  the  loan  proposed  concern- 
ing Uiat  Debt,  by  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  A,  and  subject  to  the  observations  accom- 
panying that  statement,  is  $81,797,481  22. 

Which,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  that  act,  has 
been  converted  into  stock  bearing  an  imme- 
diate   interest   of  six    per  cent    per   annum 

$14,177,460  48 

Stock  bearing  the  like  interest  from 
the  first  of  January,  1801  -     7,088,727  79 

Stock  bearing  an  immediate  in- 
terest of  three  per  cent  per 
annum  ....    10,581,808  00 


Total 


-  $81,797,481  22 


Of  which  there  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  consequence  of  pur- 
chases of  the  Public  Debt,  made  under  their  direc- 
tion, the  sum  of  $1,131,364  76. 


The  unsubscribed  residue  of  the  nid  Debt  k- 
cording  to  the  statements  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  B  and  C,  and  subject  to  the  obsemtioas 
accompanying  the  statement  C,  appears  to  amoBsl 
to  $10,616,604  65. 

Consisting  of  registered  Debt,  principal  and  ia- 
terest     ....    $6,795,8152$ 

Unsubscribed  stock  on  the  books 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans 
for  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Maryland,  principal  and  in- 
terest    -  •  .  •  15,674  (S 

Credits  on  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury, for  which  no  certificates 
have  been  issned,  principal  and 
interest-  -  -  -        107,148  0 

Outstanding  or  floating  evidences 
of  Debt  estimated,  per  state- 
ment C,  at         -  -  -      8,697,4««U 


Total 


.  $10,616,604  & 


Concerning  which,  some  fiirther  amngemeot 
is  necessary. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  Registered  Debt,  hitber 
to  unsubscribed,  is  owned  by  citizens  of  fore^ 
countries  {  most,  if  not  all,  of  whom  appev  dov 
disposed  to  embrace  the  terms  held  cot  by  the  t;^ 
above  mentioned;  extensive  orders  baring  bet^i 
received  from  those  creditors  to  subscribe  to  tbe 
loan,  after  the  time  for  receiving  subsoiptitei 
had  elapsed. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  outstanding  orfloit* 
ing  Debt  consists  of  loan-oflSce  certificates,  issned 
between  the  first  of  September,  1777,  and  tbe  fct 
of  March,  1778,  bearing  interest  on  the  nomiial 
sum.  Many  of  the  holders  of  this  species  of  Debt 
have  come  in  upon  the  terms  of  this  act,  but  othm 
have  hitherto  declined  it;  alleging  that  the  sp^ 
cial  nature  of  their  contract  gives  a  peculiarity  to 
their  case,  and  renders  the  commutation  proposed 
not  so  (air  an  equivalent  to  them  as  in  other  is* 
stances.  They  also  complain  that  the  act  bu 
had,  towards  them,  a  compulsory  aspect,  bTr^ 
fusing  the  temporary  payment  of  interest  onks 
they  should  exchange  their  old  for  new  ctrti- 
cates,  essentially  varying  the  nature  of  their 
contract 

A  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  Septro* 
ber,  1777,  stipulates  in  fiivor  of  this  class  of  crcdij 
tors,  interest  upon  the  nominal  instead  of  the  rm 
principal  of  their  Debt,  until  that  principal  he  d^ 
charged.  This  certainly  renders  their  conliact  a 
a  nature  more  beneficial  than  that  of  other  crt<i>' 
tors ;  but  they  are,  at  the  same  time,  liable  to  b» 
divested  of  the  extra  benefit  it  gives  them  hr  > 
payment  of  their  specie  dues ;  and  it  may  he  ob- 
served, that  they  have  actually  enjoyed,  and  bf 
accepting  the  terms  offered  to  them  were  enal^^ , 
to  realize,  advantages  superior  to  other  creditoi^  | 
They  have  been  paid  interest  by  bills  on  Friw^ 
from  the  10th  of  September,  1777,  to  the  hi « i 
March,  1782,  while  other  creditors  receited  their  I 
interest  in  depreciated  bills  of  the  old  eroissic^Si 
and  the  terms  of  the  loan  proposed  put  it  in  thor 
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Mwer  to  rcftlife  the  benefit  of  interest  on  the 
lorainal  amount  of  their  respectire  debts,  at  rates 
irom  six  and  twenty-one  hundredths  nearly  to 
ten  and  forty-seven  one  hundredths  per  c^nt,  on 
iieir  real  or  specie  capital,  down  to  the  last  of 
December,  1790. 

It  does  not,  therefore,  appear  to  have  been  an 
inreasonable  expectation  that  they,  as  readily  as 
my  other  description  of  public  creditors,  would 
save  acquiesced  in  a  measure  calculated  for  the 
iccommodation  of  the  Qovemment,  under  circum- 
stances in  respect  to  which  it  has  been  demon- 
strated by  subsequent  events,  that  the  accommoda- 
ioD  desired  was  consistent  with  the  best  interest 
>(  the  public  creditors.  A  large  proportion  of 
he  parties  interested,  have,  indeed,  viewed  the 
natter  in  this  light,  and  have  embraced  the  propo- 
ution.  It  is  probable  that  the  progress  of  things 
nil  satisfy  the  remainder  that  it  is  equally  their 
nterest  to  concur,  if  a  farther  opportunity  be 
ifforded.  But  it  is,  nevertheless,  for  themselves 
miy  to  judge  how  &r  the  equivalent  proposed  is 
n  their  case  a  reasonable  and  &ir  one ;  how  fiu* 
my  ctrcumstanees  in  their  claim  may  suggest 
reasons  for  moderation  on  their  part ;  or  how  &r 
my  other  motives,  public  or  private,  ought  to 
nduce  an  acceptance.  And  the  principles  of 
pod  faith  requure  that  their  election  should  be 
ree. 

On  this  ground,  the  complaint  which  regards 
he  withholding  of  a  temporary  payment  of  in- 
erest,  except  on  the  condition  of  surrender  .of 
he  old  certificates  for  new  ones,  importing  a  con- 
ract  substantially  different,  appears  to  the  Secre- 
ary  not  destitute  of  foundation.  He  presumes 
hat  the  operation  of  that  provision,  in  the  parti- 
nlar  case,  was  not  adverted  to ;  or,  that  an  excep- 
ion  would  have  been  introduced  as  most  consonant 
nth  the  general  spirit  and  design  of  the  act 
Iccordingly,  the  further  measures  which  will  be 
iubmitted  will  contemplate  a  method  of  obviating 
he  objection  in  <|uestion. 

From  the  consideration  that  an  extension  of  the 
ime  for  receiving  stipulations,  upon  the  terms 
>f  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
Jnited  States,  is  desired  by  a  large  proportion  of 
he  Don-subscribing  creditors ;  and  from  tiie  further 
onsideration  that  sufficient  experience  has  not  yet 
leen  had  of  the  productiveness  of  a  considerable 
»nnch  of  the  revenues  which  have  been  esta- 
blished, to  afford  the  light  necessary  to  a  final  ar- 
angement,  it  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary, 
dvisable  to  renew  the  proposition  for  a  loan  in 
he  Domestic  Dejbt,  on  ue  same  terms  with  the 
*ne  which  has  been  closed,  and  to  allow  time  for 
eceiving  subscriptions  to  it  until  the  last  da^  of 
September  next,  inclusively;  making  provision 
or  a  temporary  payment  of  interest  to  such  who 
aay  not  think  fit  to  subscribe,  for  the  year  1792,. 
^  the  like  nature  with  that  which  was  made  in 
he  same  case  for  the  year  1791 — except  as  to  the 
|olderg  of  Loan-office  certificates,  issued  between 
be  Ut  of  September,  1777,  and  the  1st  of  March, 
m8  ;  in  respect  to  whom  it  is  submitted  as  proper 
0  dispense  with  the  obligation  of  exchanging 
beir  old  certificates  for^new,  as  the  condition  of 


their  recdving  interest  in  capacity  of  non-sub- 
scribers, and  to  allow  them,  without  such  ex- 
change, to  receive  the  same  interest,  both  for  the 
years  1791  and  1792,  as  if  they  had  subscribed  to 
the  first  loan.  It  will  not  be  materially  difficult 
so  to  regulate  the  operation  at  the  Treasury  as  to 
avoid,  in  the  particular  case,  that  danger  of  impo- 
sition, by  counterfeits,  which  was  the  motive  to 
the  general  provision  for  an  exchange  of  certifi- 
catesL 

IL  The  amount  of  the  subscriptions  in  the 
Debts  of  the  respective  States,  within  the  limits  of 
the  sum  assumed  in  each,  appears  by  the  state- 
ment marked  D  to  be  $17,072,884  89,  subject  to 
the  observations  accompanying  that  statement 
Consequently,  the  difference  between  the  aggregate 
of  the  sums  subscribed,  and  the  aggregate  of  the 
sums  assumed,  is  $4,427,665  61. 

This  difference  is  to  be  attributed  to  several 
causes,  the  principal  of  which  are  the  following : 
First,  that  the  sums  assumed  in  respect  to  certain 
States,  exceeded  the  actual  amount  of  their  ex- 
isting debts.  Second,  that  in  various  instances  a 
part  of  the  existing  Debt  was  in  a  form  which  ex- 
cluded it  from  being  received  without  contra- 
vening particular  provisions  of  the  law — as  in  the 
case  of  certificates  issued  after  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary 1790,  in  lieu  of  certificates  which  had  been 
issued  prior  to  that  period,  which  was  reported 
upon  by  the  Secretary  on  the  25  th  day  of  Febru- 
ary last  Third,  ignorance  of,  or  inattention  to, 
the  limitation  of  time  for  receiving  subscriptions. 
It  appears  that  a  number  of  persons  lost  the  op- 
portunity of  subscribing  from  the  one  or  the  other 
of  these  causes. 

A  strong  desire  that  a  further  opportunity  may 
be  afford^  for  subscriptions  in  the  debts  of  the 
States,  has  been  manifested  by  the  individuals  in- 
terested. And  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Hampshire  have,  by  the  public  acts  referred 
to  the  Secretary,  indicated  a  similar  desire.  The 
affording  of  such  further  opportunity  may  either 
be  restricted  within  the  limit  as  to  amount,  which 
is  contemplated  by  the  act  itself  or  may  receive  an 
extension  which  will  embrace  tne  residuary  debts 
of  the  SUtes. 

The  first  may  be  considered  as  nothing  more 
than  givinff  fudl  effect  to  a  measure  alreadv 
adopted.  The  last  appears  to  have  in  its  favor  all 
the  leadine  inducements  to  what  has  been  already 
done.  The  embarrassments  which  might  arise 
from  conflicting  systems  of  finance  are  not  en- 
tirely obviated.  The  efficacious  command  of  the 
national  resources  for  national  exigencies,  is  not 
unequivocally  secured.  The  equalising  of  the 
condition  of  the  citizens  of  every  State,  and  ex- 
onerating those  of  the  States  most  indebted,  from 
partial  burdens  which  would  press  upon  them  in 
consequence  of  exertions  in  a  common  cause,  is 
not  completely  fulfilled  until  the  entire  Debt  of 
every  State,  contracted  in  relation  to  the  war,  is 
embraced  in  one  general  and  comprehensive  plan. 
The  inconvenience  to  the  United  States  of  dis- 
burdening the  States,  which  are  still  encumbered 
with  considerable  debts,  would  bear  no  proportion 
to  the  inconvenience  which  they  would  feel  if  left 
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to  struggle  with  those  debts  unaided.  More  gen- 
eral contentment,  therefore,  in  the  public  mind 
may  be  expected  to  attend  such  an  exoneration, 
than  the  reverse,  in  proportion  as  the  experience 
of  actual  inconvenience  would  be  greater,  though 
only  applicable  to  parts,  in  the  one  than  in  the 
other  casfe. ' 

With  regard  to  States,  parts  only  of  the  debts 
of  which  have  been  assumed,  and  in  proportions 
short  of  those  which  have  prevailed  in  favor  of 
States,  and  other  short  also  of  what  would  have 
resulted  from  a  due  apportionment  of  the  entire 
sum  assumed,  the  claim  to  a  further  assumption 
is  ibunded  on  considerations  of  equal  justice,  as 
relative  to  the  measure  itself,  considered  in  a  sepa- 
rate and  independent  light 

But  there  is  a  further  reason  of  material  weight 
for  an  immediate  general  assumption.  Moneyed 
men,  as  well  foreigners  as  citizens,  through  the 
expectation  of  an  eventual  assumption,  or  that  in 
some  shape  or  other  a  substantial  provision  will 
be  made  for  the  unassumed  residue  of  the  State 
debts,  will  be  induced  to  speculate  in  the  purchase 
of  them.  In  proportion  as  the  event  is  unsettled, 
or  uncertain,  the  price  of  the  article  will  be  low, 
and  the  present  proprietors  will  be  under  disad- 
vantage in  the  sale.  The  loss  to  them  in  favor  of 
the  purchasers  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  evil ;  and, 
as  far  as  it  is  connected  with  a  transfer  to  foreign- 
ers, at  an  undervalue,  it  will  be  a  national  evil. 
By  whatsoever  authoritv  an  ultimate  provision 
may  be  made,  there  will  be  an  absolute  loss  to  the 
community  equal  to  the  total  amount  of  such  un- 
dervalue. 

It  may  appear  an  obiection  to  the  measure,  that 
it  will  require  an  establishment  of  additional  funds 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  But 
this  does  not  seem  to  be  a  necessary  consequence. 
The  probability  is,  that  without  a  supplementary 
assumption,  an  equal,  or  very  nearly  equal  aug- 
mentation of  funds  will  be  requisite  to  provide  for 
greater  balances,  in  favor  of  certain  States,  which 
would  be  proportion  ably  diminished  by  such  as- 
sumption. The  destination,  not  the  quantum  of 
the  fund,  will,  therefore,  be  the  chief  distinction 
between  the  two  cases. 

It  may  also  appear  an  objection  to  a  total  as- 
sumption, thai  the  magnitude  of  the  object  is  not 
ascertained  with  precision.  It  is  not  certainly 
known  what  is  the  sum  due  in  each  State,  nor  has 
it  been  possible  to  acquire  the  information,  owing 
to  different  causes.  But,  thoug^h  precise  data  are 
deficient,  there  are  materials  which  will  serve  as 
guides.  From  the  returns  received  at  the  Trea- 
sury, assisted  by  information  in  other  ways^  it  may 
be  stated,  without  danger  of  material  error,  that 
the  remaining  debts  of  the  States,  over  and  above 
the  sums  already  subscribed,  will  not  exceed 
the  amounts  specified  in  statement  D,  accompa- 
nying this  Report;  and  that,  including  sums 
already  subscribed,  the  total  amount  to  be  ulti- 
mately provided  for,  in  the  event  of  a  general  as- 
sumption, will  not  exceed  $25,403,362  71,  which 
would  constitute  an  addition  of  $3,903,302  71 .  to 
the  sum  of  $21,500,000,  already  assumed.  Should 
a  total  assumption  be  deemed  eligible,  it  may  still 


be  advisable  to  assign  a  determinate  sam  for  each 
State,  that  the  utmost  limit  of  the  operation  nay 
be  pre^stablished ;  and  it  is  necessary  in  order  to 
the  certainty  of  a  due  provision,  in  proper  time^ 
that  interest  should  not  begin  to  be  payable,  on  the 
additional  sums  assumed,  until  after  tbe  year  1793. 
It  will  occur,  that  provision  has  been  mnde  for 
paying  to  each  State,  in  trust  for  its  non-aabecrib- 
ing  creditors,  an  interest  npon  the  difference  be- 
tween the  sum  assumed  for  such  State,  and  that 
actually  subscribed,  equal  to  what  would  hmre  been 
payable,  if  it  had  been  subscribed. 

In  the  event  of  a  further  aasamptioD,  either 
within  the  limits  already  established,  or  oonmca- 
surate  with  the  remaining  debts  of  the  States,  it 
is  conceived  that  it  will  ciot  be  incompatible  whh 
the  provision  just  mentiohed,  to  retain,  at  the  end 
of  each  quarter,  during  the  progress  of  the  further 
subscription,  out  of  the  money  directed  to  be  paid 
to  each  State,  a  sum  corresponding  with  the  inter- 
est upon  so  much  of  its  debts  as  shall  bare  been 
subscribed  to  that  period,  paying  the  OTerplos,  if 
any,  to  the  State.  An  absolute  suspensioii  of  that 
payment  does  not  appear  consistent  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  stipulation  included  in  that  proTisxm ; 
for,  though  the  money  to  be  paid  to  a  State  be 
expressly  a  trust  for  the  non-subscribing  creditors, 
yet,  as  it  cannot  be  certain  beforehand  that  they 
will  elect  to  change  their  condition,  the  posBibility 
of  it  will  not  justify  a  suspension  of  pajmeot  (o 
the  State,  which  might  operate  as  saapension  of 
payment  to  tho  creditors  themselves. 

A  further  objection  to  such  a  suspension  resalts 
from  the  idea  that  the  provision  in  question  ap- 
pears to  have  a  secondary  object,  namelj  r  as  a 
pledge  for  securing  a  provision  for  whaCeTer  ba- 
lance may  be  found  due  to  a  State  on  the  general 
settlement  of  accounts.  The  payment  direeted  to 
be  made  to  a  State  is  "to  continue  w^iU  there 
shall  be  a  settlement  <^  accounts  between  tbt 
United  States  and  the  individual  States;  and,  i» 
case  a  balance  should  then  appear  in  iaTor  of  a 
State,  until  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  said 
balance."  This  secondary  operation  as  a  pledge 
or  security  (oonsistenUv  with  the  intent  of  the 
Funding  Act)  can  only  be  superseded  in  fiiTor  of 
the  primary  object,  a  provision  for  the  creditors, 
and,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary,  to  admit  them  to 
an  effectual  participation  of  it.  But,  as  whatever 
money  may  be  paid  to  a  State,  is  to  be  paid  over 
to  its  creditors,  proportional  deductions  may,  with 
propriety,  be  made  from  tho  debts  of  those  credit- 
ors who  may  hereafter  subscribe,  so  as  that  the 
United  States  may  not  have  to  pay  twice  for  the 
same  purpose. 

If  it  shall  be  judged  expedient,  either  to  open 
again,  or  extend  the  assumption,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  vary  the  description  of  the  debts,  which 
may  be  subscribed,  so  as  to  comprehend  all  those 
which  have  relation  to  services  or  supplies  during 
the  war,  under  such  restrictions  as  are  reqiusiic  to 
guard  against  abuse. 

In  the  original  proposition  for  an  assumptioo  of 
the  State  debts,  and  in  the  suggestions  now  made 
on  the  same  subject,  tho  Secretary  has  contem- 
plated, and  atill  contemplates,  as  a  material  part 
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3f  the  plan,  an  effectual  provision  for  the  aale  of 
the  vacant  lands  of  the  United  States.  He  has 
considered  this  resource  as  an  important  mean  of 
sinking  a  part  of  the  Debt,  and  faetUtating  ultimate 
UTangements  concerning  the  residue.  If  supple- 
mentary funds  shall  be  rendered  necessary  by  an 
additional  ansamption,  the  provision  will  most  con- 
veniently be  made  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
when  the  productiveness  of  the  existing  revenues, 
and  the  extent  of  the  sum  to  be  provided  for  will  be 
better  ascertained. 

There  is  a  part  of  the  Public  Debt  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States  which  is  a  cause  of  some  perplexity  to 
the  Treasury.    It  is  not  comprehended  within  the 
existing  provision  for  the  Foreign  debt,  ^hich  is 
confined  to  loans  made  abroad;  and  it  is  ques- 
tionable whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  portion 
of  the  DomesUc  debt.     It  is  not  only  due  to  fo- 
reigners, but  the  interest  upon  it  is  payable,  by  ex- 
press stipulation,  in  a  foreign  country ;  whence  it 
Decomes  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  it  be  at  all 
eontemphited  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States.    The  part  alluded  to 
\%  that  which  is  due  to  certain  foreign  officers  who 
served  the  United  States  during  the  late  war.    In 
consequence  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  directing 
their  interest  to  be  paid  to  them  in  France,  the 
certificates  which  were  issued    to    them  specify 
that    **in   pursuance  of,  and  compliance  with,  a 
certain  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  third  day  of 
February,  1784,  the  said  interest  is  to  be  paid  an- 
nnally,  at  the  house  of  Monsieur  Le  Grand,  bank- 
er, in  Paris."    Interest  has  accordingly  been  paid 
to  them  at  Paris,  down  to  the  3 1st  of  December, 
1788,  by  virtue  of  a  special  resolution  of  Congress, 
of  the  20th  of  August  in  that  vear ;  since  which 
period,  no  payment  has  been  made. 

It  has  been  heretofore  suggested,  as  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to 
cause  the  whole  of  this  description  of  debt  to  be 
pid  off,  among  other  reasons,  because  it  bears  an 
interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
abroad,  and  can  be  discharged  with  a  saving.  The 
other  reasons  alluded  to  are  of  a  nature  both 
weighty  and  delicate,  and  too  obvious,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, to  need  a  specification.  Some  recent  cir- 
cumstances have  served  to  strengthen  the  induce- 
ments to  the  measure ;  but,  if  it  should  finally  be 
deemed  unadvisable,  it  is  necessary,  at  least,  that 
provisiion  should  be  made  for  the  interest,  which  is 
now  suspended,  under  the  doubt  that  has  been 
stated,  and  from  the  want  of  authority  to  remit  it 
pursuant  to  the  contract.  The  amount  of  this  debt, 
with  the  arrears  of  interest  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1791,  is  #220,646  81. 

IV.  The  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States  has  appropriated  the  proceeds  of  the 
Western  lands  as  a  fund  for  the  discharge  of  the 
Public  Debt  And  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Public  Debt  has  appropriated  all 
the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  to  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  Debt  at  the  market  price,  and  has  au- 
worized  the  President  to  borrow  the  further  sum  of 
92.000,000  for  the  same  object 


These  measures  serve  to  indicate  the  intention 
of  the  Legislature,  as  early  and  as  fast  as  possible, 
to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  existing 
Debt  In  pursuance  of  that  intention,  it  appears 
advisable  that  a  systemaUe  plan  should  be  begun 
for  the  creation  and  establishment  of  a  Sinking 
Fund. 

An  obvious  basis  of  this  establishment,  which 
may  be  immediately  contemplated,  is  the  amount 
of  the  interest  On  so  much  of  the  Debt  as  has  been  or 
shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  purchased  or  paid  off, 
or  received  in  discharge  of  any  debt  or  demand  of 
the  United  States,  maoe  payable  in  public  securities, 
over  and  above  the  interest  of  any  new  debt,  which 
may  be  created  in  order  to  such  purchase,  or  pay- 
ment 

The  purchases  of  the  Debt  already  msde  have 
left  a  sum  of  interest  in  the  Treasury,  which  will 
be  increased  by  future  purchases,  certain  sums 
payable  to  the  United  States  in  their  own  securi- 
ties, will,  when  received,  have  a  similar  effect. 
And  there  is  ground  to  calculate  on  a  saving  upon 
the  operations  which  are  in  execution  with  regard 
to  the  Foreign  debt  The  sale  of  the  Western 
lands,  when  provision  shall  be  made  for  it,  mar 
be  expected  to  produce  a  material  addition  to  such 
a  fund. 

It  is,  therefore,  submitted  that  it  be  adopted  as 
a  principle,  that  all  interest  which  shall  have 
ceased  to  be  payable,  by  any  of  the  means  above 
specified,  shall  be  set  apart  and  appropriated  in 
the  most  firm  and  inviolable  manner,  as  a  fund  for 
sinking  the  Public  Debt  by  purchase  or  payment ; 
and  that  the  said  f^nd  be  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  officers  named  in  the  second  section  of 
the  act  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  the  pur- 
chase of  the  said  Debt  until  the  annual  produce  of 
the  said  fund  shall  amount  to  two  per  cent  of  the 
entire  portion  of  the  Debt  which  bears  a  present  in- 
terest of  six  per  centum,  and  thenceforth  to  be  ap. 
plied  towards  the  redemption  of  that  portion  of  the 
Debt  according  to  the  right  which  has  been  reserv- 
ed to  the  Government.  / 

It  will  deserve  the  consideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, whether  this  fund  ought  not  to  be  so  vested 
as  to  acquire  the  nature  and  quality  of  a  proprie^ 
tary  trust  incapable  of  being  diverted  without  a 
violation  of  the  principles  and  sanctions  of  pro- 
perty. 

A  rapid  accumulation  of  this  fund  would  arise 
from  its  own  operation ;  but  it  is  not  doubted  that 
the  progressive  deyetopment  of  the  resources  of 
the  country,  and  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest 
by  the  progress  of  public  credit  already  exemplified 
in  a  considerable  degree,  will  speedily  enable  the 
Government  to  make  important  additions  to  it  in 
various  ways.  With  due  attention  to  preserve 
order,  and  cultivate  peace,  a  strong  expectation 
may  be  indulged,  that  a  reduction  of  the  Debt  of  the 
country  will  keep  pace  with  the  reasonable  hopes  of 
its  citizens. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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A. 

Statement  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  funded  agreeably  to  theaetof  Cangren  of  tke  ^Ck  ^A^ 
gust,  1790,  at  the  Treatury  and  the  several  Loan  Offleee,  from  ike  let  of  October^  1790,  to  tke  80A 
of  September,  1791. 


Funded  6  per 
cent  stodc 

I>eferred  6  per 
cent  stock. 

Funded  8  per 
cent  stooL 

Total  amount 

TreaJiTiTy  -           -           -           - 

t6,184,041  41 

#2,692,018  72 

#3,973,866  10 

#1 1,749,926  23 

New  Hampshire    -           .           . 

191,332  44 

96,661  22 

147,423  36 

434,407  01 

Maaaaebusetts       ... 

2,126,062  40 

1,063,034  94 

1,984,467  41 

6,173,664  75 

Rhode  Island         .           -           . 

279,609  72 

139,803  66 

179,677  71 

698,990  9s 

Connecticut           .           .           * 

461,644  81 

230,828  88 

342,760  99 

1,036,228  68 

New  York- 

24104,016  07 

1,102,012  12 

1,643,224  96 

4,949,263  1§ 

New  Jersey           .           .           - 

472,728  61 

236,368  96 

271,749  71 

960,837  18 

Pennsylvania         ... 

1,871,456  80 

936,730  39 

866,216  21 

3,673«4O2  40 

Delaware  •         .  - 

26,191  19 

13,096  64 

16,242  76 

66,629  58 

Maryland  .... 

717,818  71 

368,903  16 

621,188  48 

1,697,910  34 

Virginia     •            -            -            - 

463,079  69 

226,996  36 

343,128  22 

1,034,104  26 

North  Carolina       -           •           . 

13,064  03 

6,631  77 

9,398  36 

28,994  75 

South  Carolina      ... 

136,366  33 

67,682  68 

96,060  87 

299,109  68 

Georgia     .... 

40,149  82 

20,074  92 

37,008  29 

97,233  03 

14^177,460  43 

7,088,727  79 

10,631,303  00 

31,797,481  n 

The  amount  of  stock  funded  at  the  Treaaurv  to  30th  September,  1791,  has  been  ascertained  with  w 
curacy ;  but,  at  that  time,  many  subscriptions  had  been  made,  which  have  not  yet  been  adjusted  for  wast 
of  proper  powers  of  attorney,  and  other  documenta.  It  is,  therefore^  probable  that,  on  aettleiiiiHii  of  all 
the  Loans,  the  amount  will  be  found  somewhat  different  from  what  is  now  represented. 

The  sums  funded  at  the  several  Loan  Offices,  it  is  presumed,  are  ascertained  with  aeeoracy  ;  bot^  si 
the  loans  had  npt  been  adjusted  in  all  instances  when  we  returns  were  madof  some  inunateiial  differeaees 
will  probably  hereafter  appear. 

TssAsuBT  Defastmert,  Rsgisteb's  Ofticb,  September  30,  1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE, 


B. 

Statement  of  the  Registered  and  Uheubseribed  Debt  of  the  United  States^  which  remained  vn/kiM 

upon  the  close  of  the  Loan  on  the  SOtA  September^  1791. 

BEGISTERED  OB  XTimrHDED   DEBT. 


The  amount  of  this  debt,  aa  stated  to  Congress  on  the  3d  of  March, 


1789,  was 


There  were  in  Treasury  certificates  issued  in  exchange  for  Loan  Office 
settlement  certificates,  cancelled  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasuiy,  from 
the  3d  of  March,  1789,  to  the  30th  of  April,  1791      - 

There  have  been  certificates  iasifed  to  invalid  pensioners  and  others  en- 
titled thereunto,  on  final  settlement,  in  pursuance  of  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  present  and  late  Government    -  -  -  •  - 

Of  the  said  debt,  there  has  been  loaned  as  follow,  viz : 
From  the  opening  of  the  Loan  to  the  31st  of  March, 

1791 #1,371,978  37 

From  the  1st  April  to  30th  June,  1791    -  -  -    1,088,466  60 

From  the  1st  July  to  30th  September    .  -  -    1,611,194  82 


-    $4,698,462  78 


4,716,376  46 


134,883  18 
9,449,722  41 


4,071,639  79 


Which,  being  deducted,  leaves  a  balance — ^principal  sum  due  the  seve- 
ral creditors  on  the  Treasury  booka    -  ...  -      6,376,082  62 


• 
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The  ioterett  on  said  Debt  to  December  31, 1790,  Sa  as  foilowa,  tis.  : 
A^rrearages  to  the  3Ut  December,  1787  -  -  -  $479,677  88 

r*hree  yean*  interest,  from  Ist  Jaanaiy,  1788,  to  dlst 

December,  1790 968,064  76 

1,417,783  64 

E^egistered  Debt,  prindpal  and  interest $6,795,816  26 

UN8UBSCBIBED  DEBT. 

!Fhe  Debt  nnsabscribed  upon  the  booki^  New  Jersey,  TennsylTaniay 

and  Maryland,  amounts  to   -  -  -  -  -  -        $12,689  70 

Interest 8,184  92 

16,674  69 

Credits  on  the  TVeasory  books  to  invalid  pensioners  and  several 

corps,  for  which  oertiflcates  of  Registered  Debt  are  jet  to  be  issued. 

nrVALID  FENSIONSBS. 

For  the  amount  due  to  them  under  the  act  of  Congress  providing  fbr 

the  payment  of  their  arrearages       .....        $66,162  76 

The  following  corps  have  credit  on  the  Treasury  books,  being  for  cer- 
tain certificates  of  final  settlement,  returned  to  the  Treasury  and 
cancelled,  and  which  certificates  luul  issued  to  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers  of  said  corps,  respectively,  for  their  pay : 
Fonrth  reffiment  Pennsylvania  artillery  ....  $846  87 

Corps  of  li^ht  dragoons  ......  1,009  88 

Invalid  regiment  .......  8,808  86 

Artillery  officers  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  886  28 

Willet's  regiment 2,666  42 

Hazen's  regiment 11,267  49 

Baldwin's  regiment  of  artificers  .....  281  28 

Corps  of  sappers  and  miners    -.•---  416  98 

Armand's  teion 884  17 

Lee's  legion      -  -  - 698  17 

Fonrth  Pennsylvania  r^ment,  CSaptain  North's  com- 
pany .-.-.-  $487  67 
Fourth  Penn^lvania  regiment,  Gaptain  Lacy's  oom- 

pany 1,062  97 

*^^  ! 1,660  64 

Franklin'soompany  of  militia  -  -  -  -  -  280  67 

Individual  creditors  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Marvland 
have  credit  on  the  Treasmr  books,  being  for  certificates  of  final  set- 
tlement, returned  to  the  Treasury  and  cancelled,  and  which  certifi- 
cates had  iuued  to  them  respectively. 

By  Benjamin  Steele,  Commissioner  of  Pennsylvania         $6,486  66 

John  MThite,  Maryland  ....  698  89 

'  6,180  65 


.186,118  91 


Interest  on  the  forcing  aredits  •  -  -  -  *■         [21,629  72         ^^^.-^  -o 

.—.—.....-—         107,648  oo 

6,919,188  61 

Teeasu&t  Dbparthent,  Reoisteb'8  Office,  NovenAer  30, 1791. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  lUg%9Ur. 


C. 

EMnaU  qfiKe  OuManding  Debt,  on  the  30M  of  September,  1791,  vts. ; 

The  amount  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  T^easunr, 
in  his  Report  of  the  9th  Januarjr,  1790,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  a  provision  for 
the  support  of  the  public  credit,  is  as  follows : 
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_  _  _ —  —  ■■■-—-■        —        —  ■■-■■■  -_■_____ 

Liquidated  and  Loan  Office  debt,  as  per  schedule  C      - 
Interest  thereon  to  the  31st  of  December,  1790,  per  schedule  D 
Additional  sum  for  sinking  the  Continental  bills  of  credit,  and  for  the  discharge  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  unliquidated  debt  .  -  .  .  b  . 

From  which  deduct  amount,  as  per  statement  A  -  -  -  $81,797,481  88 

Amount  of  the  registered  debt  and  credit,  with  interest,  per  statement  B     6,919,188  51 


Balance  outstanding 


-  $87,883,917  67 

-  18,080,168  SO 


2,000,000  00 
42,414,085  87 

88,716,619  TS 
8,697,466  U 


Note. — ^The  balance  above  stated  to  be  outstanding,  probably  exceeds  the  real  sum.  In  the  origi- 
nal estimate,  the  old  emission  bills  were  computed  at  forty  for  one ;  but  they  haye  been  provided  for, 
at  one  hundred  for  one.  There  are  also  Loan  Office  certificates,  which  were  sent  to  pubhc  officers,  to 
be  applied  to  the  public  service,  and  which  were  supposed  to  have  been  so  applied,  but  which  have 
since,  upon  settlements  of  their  accounts  at  the  Treasury,  been  returned  and  cancelled. 

In  addition  to  this,  payments  in  public  securities  are  expected  to  be  made  into  the  Treasuir,  wkidb 
'  will  thereupon  be  cancelled.  And  it  is  presumable  that,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  sums  have  been  lost 
and  destroyed,  which  are  included  in  the  estimate ;  but,  as  there  is  some  arrearage  of  interest  not  id- 
eluded  in  the  calculation,  and  as  there  are  certain  claims  on  the  Treasury,  the  event  or  amonnt  of 
which  is  not  yet  determined,  it  is  not  possible  now  to  make  a  precise  estimate  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  sum  computed  to  be  outstanding,  and  what  will  be  really  found  so. 

Treasuby  Depa&tment,  Registeb's  Office,  November  30, 179L 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  jBf^wfer. 


D. 


Statement  of  subscriptums  to  the  Loan,  payable  in  certificates  or  notes  issued  by  the  respective  StaUi,  m 
the  several  Loan  Offices,  from  the  \st  of  Octoher^  1790,  to  the  SO^A  of  September^  1791,  agreeably  it 
the  act  passed  the  ^th  of  August,  1790. 


States. 

Amount  as- 
sumed by  the 
act 

Amount  nnsub- 
scribed.' 

Remaining  un- 
sabscribed,  to 
complete  the 

amount  assumed. 

Subscribed  be- 
yond the  amonnt 
assumed. 

Estimated  mooA 

of  the  remainios 

debt  of  the  Stite 

New  Hampshire  - 
Massachusetts 
Khode  Island 
Connecticut 
New  York 
New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia  - 
North  Carolina    - 
South  Carolina    - 
Georgia  - 

$800,000 
4,000,000 

200,000 
1,600,000 
1,200,000 

800,000 
2,200,000 

200,000 

800,000 
8,500,000 
2,400,000 
4,000,000 

800,000 

$242,501  25 
4,447,018  81 

844,259  49 
1,456,881  81 
1,028,288  76 

699,708  56 

676,101  88 
58,806  84 

299,226  40 
2,662,570  88 
1,166,865  67 
4,684,578  52 

800,000  00 

$57,498  75 

144,668  19 
171,761  25 
200,296  44 
1,624,898  67 
146,694  16 
500,744  60 
947,429  12 
788,644  48 

$477,018  81 
144,259  49 

684,578  62 

$100,000  00  (fll 

1,888,540  66  [l] 
849,259  69  [c] 
468,486  52  («) 
196,689  79  (a) 
207,647  7S  (a) 
600,000  00  (tf) 

None. 
430,000  00  W 

1,172.555  25  {d\ 
718,192  SO  » 

1,965,766  S3  (*) 

400,000  oo(y) 

21,500,000 

18,828,186  21 

4,427,665  61 

1,256,851  82 

8,881,028  33 

NOTES. 

1.  The  sums  marked  a,  in  the  column  of  remaining  debts,  are  inserted  upon  recent  official  conuDOU- 
cations. 

2.  Those  marked  5,  are  founded  on  official  statements  some  time  since  received,  and  reported  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1790,  adding  interest  fdr  the  subsequent  period. 

^  3.  Those  marked  c,  are  founded  on  informal  information,  but  such  as  is  deemed  substantially  autkn- 
tio  and  accurate. 

The  estimate  for  Rhode  Island  includes  a  sum  not  ascertained,  which  has  been  cancelled  in  con^ 
quence  of  former  laws  of  the  State,  enjoining  the  creditors  to  bring  in  their  certificates,  and  receive 
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payment  in  paper  money,  but  has  been  revived  by  a  late  law  of  the  State,  directing  the  aams  paid  to  be 
liquidated,  accordin^^  to  a  certain  scale,  and  deducted  from  the  original  amount 

4.  That  marked  d,  is  founded  on  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Uth  November,  1791,  to  the  House  of 
Dele^rates  of  Yii^nia,  compared  with  a  former  return  to  the  Treasury,  and  other  information. 

6.  That  marked  ^  is  founded  upon  a  statement  of  the  Comptroller  of  North  Carolina,  of  the  20th  of 
May,  1790. 

6.  That  marked/,  is  founded  on  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  Georgia,  of  the  30th  of  April,  1790, 
compared  with  other  information. 

7.  The  sums  expressed  in  round  numbers  are  not  meant  to  be  understood  as  precisely  accurate,  but  as 
very  near  the  truth. 

8.  The  Foreign,  ns  well  as  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  States,  is  included. 
Treasury  DipASTSCEKT,  January  26, 1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treoiury. 


SPIRITS,  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC. 

la  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  House  of  Representa* 
lives,  of  the  first  and  second  days  of  November  last, 
the  first  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  to  the  House  such  information  as  he  may  have 
obtained  respecting  any  difficulties  which  may  have 
oocorred  in  the  execution  of  the  act "  repealing,  after 
the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid 
upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  lay- 
ing others  in  their  stead ;  and  also  upon  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating 
the  aame,"  together  with  bis  opinion  thereupon. 
The  second  directing  him  to  report  to  the  House 
w&ether  any  and  what  alterations  in  iavor  of  the 
spirits  which  shall  be  distilled  from  articles  of  the 
growth  or  produce  of  the  United  States,  or  from  fo- 
reign articles  within  the  same,  can,  in  his  opinion, 
be  made  in  the  act  for  laying  duties  upon  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  consistently  with  its 
main  design,  and  with  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
faith.  The  said  Secretary  respectfully  submits  the 
following  Report : 

From  the  several  petitions  and  memorials  which 
have  been  referred  to  the  Secretary,  as  well  aa 
from  various  representations  which  have  been  made 
to  him,  it  appears  that  objections  have  arisen  in 
different  quarters  against  the  above-mentioned  act, 
which  have,  in  some  instances,  embarrassed  its 
execution,  and  inspired  a  desire  of  its  being  re- 
pealed ;  in  others,  have  induced  a  wish  that  altenu 
lions  may^  be  made  in  some  of  its  provisions. 
These  objections  have  reference  to  a  supposed  ten- 
dency of  the  act — Ist  To  contravene  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty ;  2dly.  To  injure  morals ;  8dly.  To 
oppress  by  heavy  and  excessive  penalties;  4thly. 
To  injure  induatry  and  interfere  with  the  business 
of  distilling. 

As  to  the  supposed  tendency  of  the  act  to  con- 
travene the  principles  of  liberty,  the  discussions  of 
the  subject  which  have  had  place  in  and  out  of  the 
Legislature  supersede  the  necessity  of  more  than  a 
few  brief  general  observations. 

It  is  presumed  that  a  revision  of  the  point  cannot 
in  this  respect  weaken  the  conviction  which  origi- 
nally dictated  the  law. 


There  can  surely  be  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
an  internal  duty  on  a  consumable  commodity  more 
incompatible  with  liberty  than  in  that  of  an  ex- 
ternal duty  on  a  like  commodity.  A  dqctrine 
which  asserts  that  all  duties  of  the  former  kind 
(usually  denominated  excises)  are  inconsistent 
with  the  genius  of  a  free  Government  is  too  vio- 
lent and  too  little  reconcilable  with  the  necessi- 
ties of  society  to  be  true.  It  would  tend  to  deprive 
the  Government  of  what  is  in  most  countries  a 
principal  source  of  revenue,  and,  by  narrowing 
the  distribution  of  taxes,  would  serve  to  oppress 
particular  kinds  of  industry.  It  would  throw,  in 
the  first  instance,  an  undue  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic burden  on  the  merchant  and  on  the  landholder. 
This  is  one  of  those  cases  in  which  names  have 
an  improper  influence,  and  in  whkh  preposses- 
sions exclude  a  due  attention  to  facts.  Accord- 
ingly, the  law  under  consideration  is  compliuned  of, 
though  free  from  the  features  which  have  served  la 
other  cases  to  render  laws  on  the  same  subject  ex- 
ceptionable. And  though  the  differences  have 
been  pointed  out,  they  have  not  only  been  over- 
lookea,  but  the  very  things  which  have  been  studi- 
ously avoided,  in  the  formation  of  the  law  are 
charged  upon  it,  and  that,  too,  from  quarters  where 
its  operation  would,  from  circumstances,  have  worn 
the  least  appearance  of  them. 
>  It  has  been  heretofore  noticed  that  the  chief  cir- 
cumstances which,  in  certain  excise  laws,  have 
ffiven  occasion  to  the  charge  of  their  beinff  un- 
friendly to  liberty,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  act 
which  IS  the  subject  of  the  Report,  namely :  1st,  a 
summary  and  diacretionaiy  jurisdiction  in  the  excise 
officers,  contrary  to  the  course  of  the  common  law, 
and  an  abridgement  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury ; 
and,  secondly,  a  general  power  in  the  same  officers 
to  search  and  inspect  indiscriminately  all  the  houses 
and  buildings  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness to  which  tax  relates. 

As  to  the  first  particular,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
act  even  to  give  color  to  a  charge  of  the  kind 
against  it,  and  accordingly  it  has  not  been  brought. 
But  as  to  the  second,  a  very  difierent  power  nas 
been  mistaken  for  it,  and  the  act  is  complained  of 
as  conferring  that  very  power  of  indiscriminate 
search  and  mspection.  The  fact,  nevertheless,  is 
otherwise.  An  officer,  under  the  act  in  question, 
can  inspect  or  search  no  house  or  building,  or  even 
apartment  of  any  bouse  or  building,  which  has 
not  been  previously  entered  aud  marked  by  the 
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possesaor  aa  a  place  used  for^dlstiUinff  or  keeping 
spirits.  And  even  the  power  so  qualified  is  only 
applicable  to  distilleries  from  foreign  materials, 
and  in  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  from  domestic 
materials ;  that  is,  only  in  cases  in  which  the  law 
contemplates  that  the  business  is  carried  on  upon 
such  a  scale  as  effectually  to  separate  the  distillery 
from  the  dwelling  of  the  distiller.  The  distilleries 
scattered  over  Uie  countryy  which  form  much  the 
greatest  part  of  the  whole,  are  in  no  degree  subject 
to  discretionary  inspection  and  search. 

The  true  principles  of  the  objection  which  may 
be  nused  to  a  general  discretionary  power  of  in- 
spection and  search  is,  that  the  domicil  or  dwel- 
ling of  a  citizen  ought  to  be  free  from  vexatious 
inquisition  and  intrusion.  This  principle  cannot 
apply  to  a  ease  in  which  it  is  put  in  his  own  power 
to  separate  the  place  of  his  business  from  the  place 
of  his  habitation,  and,  by  dedgnating  the  former 
visible  public  marks,  to  avoid  all  intermeddling 
with  the  latter.  A  distillery  seldom  forms  a 
part  of  the  dwelling  of  its  proprietor,  and,  even 
where  it  does,  it  depends  on  him  to  direct  and 
limit  the  power  of  visiting  and  search,  by  marking 
out  the  particular  apartments  which  are  so  em- 
ployed. 

Sut  the  requtsttion  upon  the  distiller  to  set  marks 
on  the  building  or  apartments  which  he  makes  use 
of  in  his  business  is  one  of  the  topics  of  complaint 
a^nst  the  law.  Such  marks  are  represented  as  a 
dishonorable  badge.  And  thus  a  regulation  de- 
signed as  mueh  to  conform  with  the  feelings  of  the 
eitizen  ss  for  the  security  of  the  revenue  is  con- 
verted  into  matter  of  objection. 

It  is  not  easy  to  coneeive  what  maxim  of  liberty 
is  violated  by  requiring  persons  who  carry  on  par- 
ticular trades,  which  are  made  contributory  to  the 
revenue,  to  designate  by  public  marks  the  pieces  in 
which  they  are  earried  on.  There  can  certainly  be 
Dothiog  more  harmless  or  less  inconvenient  than 
aneh  a  regulation.  The  thing  itself  b  frequently 
done  by  persons  of  various  callings,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  customers ;  and  whv  it  should  become  a 
hardship  or  grievance,  if  required  for  a  public  pur- 
pose, can  witii  difficulty  be  imagined. 

The  supposed  tendency  of  the  act  to  injure  mo- 
rals seems  to  have  relation  to  the  oaths,  which  are 
in  a  variety  of  eases  required,  and  whksh  are  lia- 
ble to  the  objection  that  they  give  occasion  to  per- 
juries. The  necessity  of  requ&ing  oaths  is,  when- 
ever it  occurs,  matter  of  regret  It  is  certainly 
desirable  to  avoid  them  as  often  and  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. But  it  is  more  easy  to  desire  than  to  find 
a  substitute.  Tlie  requiring  of  them  is  not  pecu- 
liar to  the  act  in  question.  They  are  a  common 
appendage  of  revenue  lawa,  and  are  among  the 
usual  guards  of  those  Uws,  as  thev  are  of  pub- 
lie  and  private  rights  in  Courts  of  Justice.  Thev 
constantlv  occur  in  jury  trials,  to  which  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  are  so  much  and  so  just- 
ly attached.  The  same  objection,  in  different  de- 
grees, lies  against  them  in  both  cases.  Yet  it  is 
not  perceivable  how  they  can  be  dispensed  with 
in  either.  It  is  remarkable  that  both  the  kinds  of 
security  to  the  revenue  which 'are  to  be  found  in 
the  ael^  the  oatha  of  parties  and  the  inspection  of 


officers,  are  objected  to.  If  they  are  both  to  be 
abandoned,  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  what  aecnrii; 
there  can  be  for  any  species  of  revenue  which  is  to 
be  collected  from  articles  of  consumption.  If  pre- 
cautions of  this  nature  are  inconsistent  with  liWrtr, 
and  immoral,  as  there  are  very  few  indirect  tixei 
which  can  be  collected  without  them,  the  come* 
quence  must  be,  that  the  entire  or  almost  entire 
weight  of  the  public  burdens  must,  in  the  first  io- 
stance,  fall  upon  fixed  and  visible  property,  houo 
and  lands,  a  consequence  which  would  be  foaod,  ia 
experiment,  productive  of  great  injustice  and  is- 
equality,  and  ruinous  to  agriculture. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  distillers  tbil 
both  the  topics  of  complaint  which  have  beeo 
mentioned  might  be  obviated  hy  a  fixed  n\t  d 
duty,  adjusted  according  to  a  ratio  compoanded  of 
the  capacity  of  each  still,  and  the  number  and  » 
pacities  of  the  cisterns  employed  with  it ;  hot  this 
and  every  similar  method  are  objected  to  by  other 
distillers,  as  tending  to  great  uequality  um^ 
from  uneaoal  supplies  of  use  material  at  diferect 
times  and  at  different  places,  from  the  different 
methods  of  distillation  practised  by  different  dis- 
tillers, and  f^om  the  different  degrees  of  actirity  in 
the  business  whkh  arise  iGrom  capitals  more  or  lesi 
adequate. 

The  result  of  an  examination  of  tins  point  ap- 
pears to  be,  that  every  auch  mode,  in  cases  in 
which  the  business  is  carried  on  upon  an  exten- 
sive scale,  would  necessarily  be  attended  with  ron- 
siderable  inequalities,  and,  upon  the  whole,  wqoM 
be  less  satigfaotory  than  the  plan  which  has  Meo 
adopted. 

It  is  proved  by  the  fullest  information  tiiat,  io 
regard  to  distilleries  which  are  rated  in  the  Iiv 
according  to  the  capacity  of  each  still,  the  titer 
native  of  paying  according  to  the  quantity  actnaQj 
distilled  is  viewed  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States  as  essential  to  the  equitable  operatioo  of 
the  duty.  And  it  is  evident  that  sadi  an  alterpi- 
tive  could  not  be  allowed,  but  upon  the  oonditioa 
of  the  party  rendering  upon  oath  an  account  of 
the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled  hy  him,  witboot 
entirely  defeating  tiie  dntj. 

Aa  to  the  charge  that  the  penalties  of  the  wt 
are  severe  and  oppressive,  it  is  made  in  such  ge- 
nend  terms,  and  so  absolutely  without  the  specifi- 
cation of  a  single  particular,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  where  it  points.  The  Secretaiy,  bov- 
ever,  has  carefully  reviewed  the  provisions  of  the 
act  in  this  respect,  and  he  is  not  able  to  discorer 
anv  foundation  for  the  charge.  The  penalties  it 
inflicts  are  in  theur  nature  the  same  with  thow 
which  are  common  in  revenue  laws,  and  in  their 
degree  comparatively  moderate.  Pecuniary  fines, 
frma  fifty  to  five  hundred  doUarSi  and  forfeiture  oi 
the  article  in  respect  to  which  there  has  beeo  a 
failure  to  comply  with  the  law,  are  the  sererest 
penalties  inflicted  upon  delinquent  parties,  except 
m  a  very  few  cases.  In  two,  a  forfeiture  of  the 
value  of  the  article  is  added  to  that  oi  the  ir^ 
itself;  and,  in  some  otherSi  a  forfeiture  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  and  of  the  wagon  or  other  instrument  of 
conveyance,  assistant  in  a  breach  of  law,  is  lik^ 
wise  involved 
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Penalties  like  these  for  wilful  and  fraudulent  | 
jreaches  of  an  important  law  cannot  truly  be  deem- 
m1  either  unuanal  or  ezcessiTe.  They  are  leas  than 
those  which  secure  the  laws  of  impost,  and  as  mode- 
rate as  can  promise  security  to  any  object  of  reve- 
Que  which  is  capable  of  being  eraded. 

There  appears  to  be  but  one  proTision  in  the 
law  which  admits  of  a  question  wnether  the  pen- 
alty prescribed  may  not  partake  of  severity.  It 
is  that  which  inflicts  the  pains  of  penury  on  any 
person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  "  wilfully  taking 
a  false  oath  or  affirmation,  in  any  of  the  cases  in 
which  oaths  or  affirmations  are  required  by  the 
act**  Precedents  in  relation  to  this  particular  vary. 
In  many  of  them  the  penalties  are  less  severe  than 
for  peijury  in  Courts  of  Justice;  in  others  they  are 
the  same.  The  latter  are  generally  of  the  latest 
date,  and  seem  to  have  been  the  result  of  expe- 
rience. 

The  United  States  have  in  other  cases  pursued 
the  same  principle  as  in  the  law  in  question ;  and  the 
practice  is  certainly  founded  on  strong  reasons. 

1st  The  additional  security  which  it  gives  to 
the  revenue  cannot  be  doubted.  Many  who  would 
risk  pecuniary  forfeitures  and  penalties  would  not 
encounter  the  more  disgraceful  punishment  annex- 
ed to  peijury. 

2d.  There  seems  to  be  no  solid  distinction  be- 
tween one  false  oath  in  violation  of  law  and  right 
and  another  false  oath  in  violation  of  law  and 
right 

A  distinction  in  the  punishments  of  different  spe- 
cies of  false  swearing  is  calculated  to  beget  fidse 
opinions  eoncerning  the  sanctity  of  an  oath ;  and,  by 
countenancing  an  impression  that  a  violation  of  it 
is  less  heinous  in  the  cases  in  which  it  is  less  pun- 
ished, it  tends  to  impair  in  the  mind  that  scrupulous 
veneration  for  the  obligation  of  an  oath  which  ought 
always  to  prevail,  and  not  only  to  facilitate  a  breach 
of  it  in  the  cases  which  the  laws  have  marked  with 
less  odium,  but  to  prepare  the  mind  for  committing 
the  crime  in  other  casea 

So  far  is  the  law  under  consideration  from  being 
chargeable  with  particular  severity,  that  there  are 
to  be  found  in  it  noarks  of  more  than  common  at- 
tention to  prevent  its  operating  severely  or  oppres- 
sively. The  4dd  section  of  the  act  contains  a  special 
provision  (and  one  which  it  is  believed  is  not  to  be 
found  in  any  law  enacted  in  this  country  prior  to  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States)  by  which 
forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  without  an  inten- 
tion of  fraud  or  wilful  negligence  may  be  mitigated 
or  remitted.  This  mild  and  equitable  provision  is 
an  effectual  guard  against  suffering  or  inconveni- 
ence in  consequence  of  undesigned  transgressions 
of  the  law. 

The  80th  section  contains  a  provision  in  fkvor  of 
persons  who,  though  innocent,  may  accidentally 
suffer  by  seizures  of  their  property,  (as  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  revenue  laws  sometimes  unavoidably 
happens,)  which  is  perhaps  entirely  peculiar  to  the 
law  under  consideration.  Where  there  has  even 
been  a  probable  cause  of  seizure,  sufficient  to  acquit 
tn  officer,  the  jury  are  to  assess  whatever  damages 
may  have  accrued  fW)m  any  injury  to  the  articles 
seized,  with  an  allowance  for  the  detention  of  it  at 


the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  of  the  value, 
which  damages  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
Treasury. 

There  are  other  provisions  of  the  act  which  mark 
the  scrupulous  attention  of  the  Qovemment  to  pro- 
tect the  parties  concerned  fh>m  inconvenience  and 
injury,  and  which  conspire  to  vindicate  the  law 
firom  imputations  of  severity  or  oppression. 

The  supposed  tendency  of  the  act  to  injure  in- 
dustry, ana  to  mterfere  with  the  business  of  distil- 
ling, is  endeavored  to  be  supported  by  some  gene- 
ral and  some  special  reasons,  both  having  relation 
to  the  effect  of  the  duty  upon  the  manufacture. 
Those  of  the  first  kind  affirm  generally  that  duties 
on  home  manufactures  are  impolitic,  because  they 
tend  to  discourage  them  ;  that  they  are  particular- 
ly so  when  they  are  laid  on  articles  manufactured 
iVom  the  produce  of  the  country,  because  they  have 
then  the  additional  effect  of  injuring  agriculture ; 
that  it  is  the  general  policy  of  nations  to  protect 
and  promote  their  own  manufactures,  especially 
those  which  are  wrought  out  of  domestic  mater- 
ials ;  that  the  law  in  question  interferes  with  this 
policy. 

Observations  of  this  kind  admit  of  an  easy  an- 
swer. Duties  on  manufactures  tend  to  discourage 
them  or  not,  according  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  are  laid,  and  are  impolitic  or  not,  ac- 
cording to  the  same  circumstances.  When  a  ma- 
nu&cture  is  in  its  infancy,  it  is  impolitic  to  tax  it : 
because  the  tax  would  be  both  unproductive  and 
would  add  to  the  difficulties  which  naturally  im- 
pede the  first  attempts  to  establish  a  new  manu- 
facture, so  as  to  endanger  its  success.  But  when 
a  manufacture,  as  in  the  case  of  distilled  fq)irits, 
in  the  United  States,  is  arrived  at  maturity,  it  is 
as  fit  an  article  of  taxation  as  any  other.  No  good 
reason  can  be  assigned  why  the  consumer  of  a  do- 
mestic commodity  should  not  contribute  some- 
thing to  the  public  revenue,  when  the  consumer 
of  a  foreign  commodity  contributes  to  it  largely ; 
and,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  not  to  be  disputed  that 
duties  on  articles  of  consumption  are  paid  by  the 
consumers. 

To  the  manufacture  itself  the  duty  is  no  injury, 
if  an  equal  duty  be  laid  on  the  rival  foreign  arti- 
cle. And  when  a  greater  duty  is  laid  upon  the 
latter  than  upon  the  former,  as  in  the  present  in- 
stance, the  difference  is  a  bounty  on  the  domestic 
article,  and  operates  as  an  encouragement  of  the 
manufacture.  The  manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell 
his  fabric  the  cheaper,  in  proportion  to  that  differ- 
ence, and  is  so  far  enabled  to  undersell  and  supplant 
the  dealer  in  the  foreign  article. 

The  principle  of  the  objection  would  tend  to  con- 
fine all  taxes  to  imported  articles,  and  would  deprive 
the  Government  of  resources  which  are  indispensa- 
ble to  a  due  provision  for  the  public  safety  and  wel- 
fare ;  contrary  to  the  plain  intention  of  the  Con- 
8titution,|which  gives  express  power  to  epaploy  those 
resources  when  necessary ;  a  power  which  is  found 
in  all  Oovemments,  and  is  essential  to  their  effici- 
ency, and  even  to  their  existence. 

Duties  on  articles  of  internal  production  and 
manufacture  form  in  every  country  the  principal 
sources  of  revenue.    Those  on  imported  articles 
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can  on] J  be  carried  to  a  certain  extent,  without  de- 
feating their  object ;  by  operating  either  as  prohi- 
bitionK,  or  as  bounties  upon  smuggling.  They  are 
moreover  in  some  degree  temporary;  for  as  the 
growth  of  manufactures  diminishes  the  quantum  of 
duty  on  imports,  the  public  revenue,  ceasing  to 
arise  from  that  source,  must  be  derived  from  arti- 
cles which  the  national  industry  has  substituted 
for  those  previously  imported.  If  the  Government 
cannot  then  resort  to  -internal  means  for  the  addi- 
tional supplies,  which  the  exigencies  of  every  nation 
call  for,  it  will  be  unable  to  perform  its  duty  or 
even  to  preserve  its  existence.  The  community 
must  be  unprotected,  and  the  social  compact  be 
dissolved. 

For  the  same  reasons  that  a  duty  ought  not  to 
be  laid  on  an  article  manufactured  out  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  (which  is  the  point  most  in- 
sisted upon)  it  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  the  pro- 
duce itself^  nor  consequently  upon  the  land,  which 
is  the  instrument  of  that  produce ;  because  taxes  are 
laid  upon  land  as  the  fund  out  of  which  the  income 
of  the  proprietor  is  drawn,  or,  in  other  words,  on 
account  of  its  produce.  There  ought,  therefore,  on 
the  principle  of  the  objection,  to  be  neither  taxes 
on  land,  nor  the  produce  of  land,  nor  on  articles 
manufactured  from  that  produce.  And  if  a  nation 
should  be  in  a  condition  to  supply  itself  with  its 
own  manufactures,  there  could  then  be  very  little 
or  no  revenue,  of  course  there  must  be  a  want  of 
the  essential  means  of  national  justice  and  national 
security. 

Positions  like  these,  however  well  meant  by  those 
who  urge  them,  refute  themselves,  because  they 
tend  to  the  dissolution  of  Government,  by  render- 
ing it  incapable  of  providing  for  the  pbjects  for 
which  it  was  instituted. 

However  true  the  allegation  that  it  is  and  ought 
to  be  the  prevailing  policy  of  nations  to  cherish 
their  own  manufactures,  it  is  equally  true  that  na- 
tions in  general  lay  duties  for  the  purpose  of  reve- 
nue on  their  own  manufactures ;  and  it  is  obvious 
to  a  demonstration  that  it  may  be  done  without 
injury  to  them.  The  most  successful  nations  in 
manufactures  have  drawn  the  largest  revenues 
from  the  most  useful  of  them.  It  merits  particu- 
lar attention,  that  ardent  spirits  are  an  article, 
which  has  been  generally  deemed  and  made  use 
of,  as  one  of  the  fittest  objects  of  revenue,  and  to 
an  extent  in  other  countries,  which  bears  no  com- 
parison with  what  has  been  done  in  the  United 
State& 

The  special  reasons  alluded  to  are  of  different 
kinds : 

I.  It  is  said,  that  the  act  in  question,  by  laying  a 
smaller  additional  duty  on  foreign  spirits,  than  the 
duty  on  home-made  spirits,  has  a  tendency  to  dis- 
courage the  manufacture  of  the  latter. 

This  objection  merits  consideration,  and  as  far 
as  it  may  appear  to  have  foundation,  ought  to  be 
obviated.  The  point,  however,  seems  not  to  have 
been  viewed  in  all  its  aspects  in  a  correct  light 

Before  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  began  to  operate,  the  regulations  of  the 
different  States,  respecting  distilled  spirits  were 
very  dissimilar.      In  some  of  them  duties  were 


laid  on  foreign  spirits  only,  in  others,  on  domestic 
as  well  as  foreign.  The  absolute  duty  in  the  former 
instances,  and  the  difference  of  duty  in  the  Utter, 
was,  upon  an  average,  considerably  less  than  the 
present  difference  in  the  duties  on  foreign  snd 
home-made  spirits.  If  to  this  be  added  the  eflkt 
of  the  uniform  operation  of  the  existing  duties 
throughout  the  United  States,  it  is  eas)r  to  infer 
that  the  situation  of  our  own  distilleries  is  in  the 
main  much  better,  as  far  as  they  are  affected  br 
the  laws,  than  it  was  previous  to  the  passing  of 
any  act  of  the  United  States  upon  the  subject 
They  have,  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  gained  ma- 
terially under  the  system  which  has  been  parsoed 
by  the  National  Government 

The  first  law  of  the  United  States  on  this  bed 
laid  a  duty  of  no  more  than  eight  cents  per  gallon 
on  those  of  Jamaica  proof.  The  second  increased 
the  duty  on  foreign  spirits  to  twelve  cents  per 
gallon  of  the  lowest  proof,  and  by  certain  grada- 
tions to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  of  Jamaica  proof. 
The  last  act  places  the  duty  at  twenty  cents  per 
gallon  of  the  lowest  proof,  and  extends  it  br  the 
like  gradations,  to  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  of 
Jamaica  proof,  laying  also  a  duty  of  eleven  cents 
per  gallon  on  home-made  spirits  distilled  from 
foreign  materials  of  the  lowest  proof,  with  a  like 
gradual  extension  to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  of 
Jamaica  proof;  and  a  duty  of  nine  cents  per  gallon 
on  home-made  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  ma- 
terials of  the  lowest  proof,  with  the  like  gradual 
extension  to  thirteen  cents  per  gallon  of  Jamaica 
proof. 

If  the  transition  had  been  immediate  from  the 
first  to  the  last  law,  it  could  not  have  failed  to 
have  been  considered  as  a  change  in  favor  of  onr 
own  distilleries,  as  far  as  the  rate  of  duty  is  con- 
cerned. The  mean  duty  on  foreign  spirits  bj  the 
first  law  was  nine  cents,  by  the  last  the  mean  ex- 
tra duty  on  foreign  spirits  is  in  fact  about  eleyeo 
cents,  as  it  regards  spirits  distilled  from  foreign 
materials,  and  about  thirteen,  as  it  regards  spirits 
distilled  from  domestic  materials.  In  making  this 
computation,  it  is  to  be  adverted  to,  that  the  fbv 
first  degrees  of  proof  mentioned  in  the  law,  corre- 
spond with  the  different  kinds  of  spirits  usually  im- 
ported,^while  the  generality  of  those  made  in  the 
United  States  are  of  the  lowest  class  of  proof. 

Spirits  from  domestic  materials  derived  a  doable 
advantage  from  the  first  law,  that  is,  ih)m  the  in- 
creased rate  of  duty  on  foreign  imported  spirits,  and 
from  a  higher  rate  of  duty  on  home-made  spirits  of 
foreign  materials. 

But  the  intervention  of  the  second  lav  has 
served  to  produce  in  some  places  a  different  im- 
pression of  the  business  than  would  have  happened 
without  it  By  a  considerable  attention  to  the  da- 
ties  on  foreign  spirits,  without  laying  anything  on 
those  of  home  manufacture,  it  has  served  to  gire 
to  the  last  law  the  appearance  of  taking  avar  a 
part  of  the  advantages  previously  secured  to  the 
domestic  distilleries.  It  seems  to  have  been  ore^ 
looked,  that  the  second  act  ought  in  reality  to  be 
reviewed  only  as  an  intermediate  step  to  the  a^ 
rangement  finally  contemplated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  and  that,  as  part  of  a  system,  it  has  npon  the 
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whole  operated  in  &vor  of  the  national  distilleries. 
The  thing  to  be  considered  is  the  substantial  ex- 
isting di&rence  in  &Yor  of  the  home  manufacture, 
as  the  law  now  stands. 

The  advantage,  indeed,  to  the  distillation  of 
spirits  from  the  produce  of  the  country  arising 
from  the  difference  between  the  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  from  foreign  and  those  distilled  from  do- 
mestic materials,  is  exclusively  the  work  of  the 
last  act,  and  is  an  advantage  which  has  not  been 
properly  appreciated  bv  those  distillers  of  spirits 
from  home  produce,  who  have  complained  of  the 
law  as  hurtful  to  their  manufacture.' 

Causes  entirely  foreign  to  the  law  itself  have 
also  assisted  in  producing  misapprehension.  The 
approximation  of  the  price  of  home-made  spirits 
to  that  of  foreign  spirits^  which  has  of  late  taken 
place,  and  which  is  attributed  to  the  operation  of 
the  act  in  question  is  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the 
circumstances,  which  have  tended  to  raise  the  price 
of  molasses  in  the  West  India  market,  and  to  an 
extra  importation  of  foreign  spirits  prior  to  the  first 
of  July  last,  to  avoid  the  payment  of  the  additional 
duty  which  then  took  place. 

It  is  stated  in  the  petition  from  Salem,  that  pre- 
vious to  the  last  act,  the  price  of  domestic  to  for- 
eign spirits  was  as  Is.  9d.  to  3s.  4d.,  of  the  money 
of  Massachusetts,  per  gallon,  and  that  since  that 
act  it  has  become  as  Ss  8d.  to  4s.  2d. 

It  is  evident  that  a  rise  from  Is.  9d.  to  ds.  8d. 
per  gallon,  which  would  be  equal  to  twenty  cents, 
is  not  to  be  attributed  wholly  to  a  duty  of  eleven 
cents.  Indeed  if  there  were  a  concurrence  of  no 
other  cause,  the  inference  would  be  very  different 
from  that  intended  to  be  drawn  from  the  fact,  for 
it  would  evince  a  profit  gained  to  the  distiller  of 
more  than  eighty  per  cent  on  the  duty. 

It  is,  however,  meant  to  be  understood,  that  this 
approximation  of  prices  occasions  a  greater  im- 
portation and  consumption  of  foreign,  and  a  less 
consumption  of  domestic  spirits  than  formerly. 
How  &r  this  may  or  may  not  be  the  case,  the  Se- 
cretary is  not  now  able  to  say  with  precision ;  but 
no  facts  have  come  under  his  notice  officially, 
which  serve  to  authenticate  the  suggestion.  And 
it  must  be  considered  as  possible,  that  representa- 
tions of  this  kind,  are  rather  the  effect  of  appre- 
hension than  of  experience.  It  would  even  be  not 
unnatural,  that  a  considerable  enhancement  of  the 
prices  of  the  foreign  article  should  have  led  to  a 
greater  consumption  of  the  domestic  article,  as  the 
cheapest  of  the  two,  though  dearer  itself  than 
formerly. 

But  while  there  is  ground  to  believe  that  the 
suggestions  which  have  been  made  on  this  point, 
are  in  many  respects  inaccurate  and  misconceived, 
there  are  known  circumstances,  which  seem  to  ren- 
der advisable,  some  greater  difference  between  the 
duties  on  foreign  and  on  home-made  spirits.  These 
circumstances  have  been  noticed  in  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  manufactures,  and 
an  alteration  has  been  proposed  by  laying  two 
cents  in  addition  upon  imported  spirits  of  the  low- 
est proof,  with  a  proportional  increase  on  the  higher 
proofs,  and  by  deducting  one  cent  loom  the  duty 
on  the  lowest  proof  of  home-made  spirits,  with  a 


proportional  diminution  in  respect  to  the  higher 
proofs. 

This  alteration  would  bring  the  proportion  of 
the  duties  nearly  to  the  standard,  which  the  peti- 
tioner, Hendrick  Dover,  who  appears  likely  to  be 
well  informed  on  tne  subject,  represents  as  the 
proper  one  to  enable  the  (Ustillatdon  of  geneva  to 
be  carried  on  with  the  same  advantage  as  before 
the  passing  of  the  act  He  observes  that  the  dut^ 
on  home-made  geneva  being  nine  cents,  the  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  ought  to  have  been  twelve 
cents.  By  the  alteration  proposed,  the  proportion 
will  be  as  ten  to  eight,  which  is  little  different  to 
that  of  twelve  to  nine. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  same  petitioner 
states,  that  prerious  to  the  passing  of  the  act  of 
which  he  complains,  he  *' could  sell  his  geneva 
sixteen  and  a  quarter  per  cent  under  the  price  of 
Holland  geneva,  but  that  he  cannot  do  it  at  pres- 
ent, and  in  future,  lower  than  fourteen  per  cent.*' 
If,  as  he  also  states,  the  quality  of  his  geneva  be 
equal  to  that  of  Holland,  and  if  his  meaning  be  as 
it  appears  to  be,  that  he  can  now  afford  to  sell  his 
geneva  lower  by  fourteen  per  cent  than  the  gene- 
va of  Holland,  it  will  follow  that  the  manufacture 
of  that  article  is  in  a  very  thriving  train,  even  un- 
der the  present  rate  of  duties.  For  a  difference  of 
fourteen  per  cent  in  the  price  is  capable  of  giving 
a  decided  preference  to  the  sale  of  the. domestic 
article. 

II.  It  is  objected  that  the  duty,  by  being  laid 
in  the  first  instance  upon  the  distiller,  instead  of 
the  consumer,  makes  a  larger  capital  necessary  to 
caiTy  on  the  business,  and  m  this  country,  where 
capitals  are  not  large,  puts  the  national  distiller 
under  disadvantages^ 

But  this  inconvenience,  as  far  as  it  has  founda- 
tion, in  the  state  of  things,  is  essentially  obviated 
by  the  credits  given.  Where  the  duty  is  payable 
upon  the  quantity  distilled,  a  credit  is  allowed, 
which  cannot  be  less  than  six,  and  may  extend  to 
nine  months.  Where  the  duty  is  charged  on  the 
capacity  of  the  still,  it  fs  payable  half  yearly. 
Sufficient  time  is,  therefore,  allowed  to  raise  the 
duty  from  the  sale  of  the  article,  which  supersedes 
the  necessity  of  a  greater  capital.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  article  is  one  usually  sold  for  cash  or  at  a 
short  credit  If  these  observations  are  not  appli- 
cable to  distilleries  in  the  interior  country,  the  same 
may  be  said  in  a  great  degree  of  the  objection  it- 
self. The  course  of  the  business  in  that  quarter, 
renders  a  considerable  capital  less  necessary  than 
elsewhere.  The  produce  of  the  distiller's  own 
farm,  or  of  the  neighboring  farms,  brought  to  be 
distilled  upon  shares  or  compensations  in  the  arti- 
cle itself,  constitute  the  chief  business  of  the  dis- 
tilleries in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country.  In  the 
comparatively  few  instances,  in  which  they  may 
be  prosecuted  as  a  regular  business,  upon  a  large 
scale,  by  force  of  capital,  the  observations  which 
have  been  made  will  substantially  apply. 

The  collection  of  the  duty  from  the  distiller  has, 
on  the  other  hand,  several  advantages.  It  con- 
tributes to  equality,  by  charging  the  article  in  tho 
first  stage  of  its  progi'ess,  which  diffuses  the  duty 
among  all  classes  alike.    It  the  better  secures  the 
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collection  of  the  reyoDue,  by  confining  the  reipon- 
sibility  to  a  smaller  number  of  persons,  and  sim- 
plifying the  process.  And  it  avoids  the  necessity 
of  so  great  a  number  of  officers  as  would  be  re- 
quired in  a  more  diffuse  system  of  collection,  ope- 
rating immediately  upon  purchasers  and  consum- 
ers. Besides,  that  the  latter  plan  would  transfer 
whatever  inconveniencies  may  be  incident  to  the 
collection^  firom  a  smaller  to  a  greater  number  of 
persons. 

III.  It  is  alleged  that  the  inspection  of  the  officers 
is  injurious  to  the  business  of  distilling,  by  laying 
open  its  secrets  or  mysteries. 

Different  distillers,  there  is  no  doubt,  practice  in 
certain  respects  different  methods  in  the  course  of 
their  business,  and  have  different  degrees  of  skill. 
But  it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  in  a  business 
60  old  and  so  much  diffused  as  that  of  the  distilla- 
tion of  spirits,  there  are  at  this  day  secrets  of  con- 
sequence to  the  possessors. 

There  will  at  least  be  no  hazard  in  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  none  such  exist  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
tillation of  rum  from  molasses  or  sugar,  or  of  the 
spirits  from  grain  usually  called  whiskey,  or  of 
brandies  from  the  fruits  of  this  country.  The  cases 
in  which  the  allegations  are  made  with  most  color 
apply  to  geneva,  and  perhaps  to  certain  cordials. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  course  of  the  business 
might  and  would  always  be  such,  as  in  fact  to  in- 
volve no  inconvenience  on  this  score.  But  as  the 
contrary  is  afirmed,  and  as  it  is  desirable  to  obviate 
complaint  as  Car  as  it  can  be  done,  consistently  with 
essential  principles  and  objects,  it  may  not  be  un- 
advisable  to  attempt  a  remedy. 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  that  if  any  secrets  exist, 
they  relate  to  a  primary  process,  particularly  the 
mixture  of  the  ingredients ;  this,  it  is  supposable, 
cannot  take  a  greater  time  each  day,  than  two 
hours.  If,  therefore,  the  officers  of  inspection  were 
enjoined  to  forbear  their  visits  to  the  part  of  the 
distillery  commonly  made  use  of  for  such  process, 
during  a  space  not  exceeding  two  hours  in  each  day 
to  be  notified  by  the  distiller,  there  is  ground  to 
conclude  that  it  would  obviate  the  objection. 

IV.  The  regulations  for  marking  of  casks  and 
vessels,  as  well  as  houses  and  buildings,  also  fur- 
nish matter  of  complaint  This  complaint,  as  it 
regards  houses  and  buildings,  has  been  already  ad- 
verted to  ;  but  there  is  a  light  in  which  it  is  made 
that  has  not  yet  been  taken  notice  oC 

It  is  said  that  the  requiring  the  doors  of  the 
apartments  as  well  as  the  outer  door  of  each  build- 
ing to  be  marked,  imposes  unnecessary  trouble. 
When  it  is  considered  how  little  trouble  or  expense 
attends  the  execution  of  this  provision,  in  the  first 
instance,  and  that  the  marks  once  set  will  endure 
for  a  great  length  of  time,  the  objection  to  it  appears 
to  be  without  weight 

But  the  provision,  as  it  relates  to  the  apartments 
of  buildings,  has  for  its  immediate  object  the  con- 
venience of  the  distillers  themselves.  It  is  calcu- 
lated to  avoid  the  very  evil  of  an  indiscriminate 
search  of  their  houses  and  buildings,  by  enabling 
them  to  designate  the  particular  apartments  which 
are  employed  for  the  purposes  of  their  business,  and 
to  secure  all  others  from  inspection  and  visitation. 


The  complaint,  as  it  respects  the  maiking  of 
casks  and  vessels,  has  somewhat  more  fouadatioi 
It  is  represented  (and  upon  careful  inquiry  appcvs 
to  be  true)  that  through  long^established  prejodict, 
home-made  spirits,  of  equal  quality  with  foreign, 
if  known  to  be  home-made,  will  not  oommiod  n 
equal  price.  This  particularly  applies  to  genen. 
Ii  the  want  of  a  distinction  between  foreign  ud 
home-made  spirits  were  an  occasion  of  fnud  apoo 
consumers,  by  imposing  a  worse  for  a  better  ooo- 
modity,  it  would  be  a  reason  for  continuing  it ;  bat 
as  far  as  such  distinction  gives  operation  to  i  men 
prejudice,  favorable  to  a  foreign,  and  injurious  to  a 
domestic  manufacture,  it  furnishes  a  retson  for 
abolishing  it 

Though  time  might  be  expected  to  remoTe  tbe 
prejudice,  the  progress  of  the  domestic  mano&cUiK, 
in  the  interval,  might  be  materially  checkei  It 
appears,  therefore,  expedient  to  remove  tbisgrouod 
of  complaint  by  authorising  the  same  mvks  iod 
certificMtes,  both  for  foreign  and  for  home-mide 
geneva.  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  may  not  be  onadTisa- 
ble  to  vest  somewhere  a  discretionary  power  to 
regulate  the  forms  of  certificates,  which  are  to  l^ 
company,  and  the  particular  marks  which  are  to  be 
set  upon  casks  and  vessels  containing  spirits,  gt&^ 
rally,  as  may  be  found  convenient  in  practice. 
Another  source  of  objection  with  regard  to  the 
marking  of  casks  is,  that  there  is  a  general  protii- 
bition  against  de&cing  or  altering  tbe  marks,  ud 
a  penalty  upon  doing  it,  which  prevents  the  oatDg 
of  the  same  casks  more  than  once,  and  occasioDS 
waste,  loss  and  embarrassment 

It  is  conceived,  that  this  prohibition  does  not 
extend  to  the  effiicing  of  old  marks  and  placing  of 
new  ones  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  or  to  their 
presence  and  by  their  authority.  But  as  real  io* 
conveniencies  would  attend  a  contrary  oonstnictioD, 
and  there  is  some  room  for  question,  it  appears 
desirable  that  all  doubt  should  be  removed,  bj  tn 
explicit  provision  to  enable  the  officer  to  efface  old 
marks  and  substitute  new  ones^  when  casks  bare 
been  emptied  of  their  former  contents,  and  iR 
wanted  for  new  use. 

y.  The  requisition  to  keep  an  account  from  <li.r 
to  day  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled,  is  repre- 
sented both  as  a  hardship  and  impossible  to  be  coo- 
plied  with.  But  the  Secretary  is  unable  to  perceiye 
that  it  can  justly  be  viewed  either  in  the  one  orm 
the  other  light  The  trouble  of  setting  down  in  i^e 
evening  the  work  of  the  day,  in  a  book  prepved 
for  and  furnished  to  the  party,  must  be  inconsider- 
able, and  the  doing  of  it  would  even  coodace  to 
accuracy  in  business. 

The  idea  of  impracticability  must  bare  an^eo 
from  some  misconception.  It  seems  to  ioToln  a 
supposition  that  something  is  required  different 
from  the  truth  of  the  fact  Spirits  distilled  ait 
usually  distinguished  into  high  wines,  proof  spint^ 
and  low  wines.  It  is  certainly  possible  to  eip'^ 
each  day  the  quantity  of  each  kind  produced,  and 
where  one  kind  is  converted  into  another,  to  expia>Q 
it  by  brief  notes,  showing  in  proper  columns  iw 
results  in  those  kinds  of  spirits  which  are  ultMDat^ 
ly  prepared  for  sale.  - 

A  revision  is  now  making  of  the  forms  »t  Bis 
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trmnsmitted,  and  it  is  not  doabted  that  it  will  be 
Qsusy  to  obviate  the  objection  of  impracticabilitj. 
On  full  reflection  the  Secretary  is  of  opinion,  that 
tlxe  requisition  in  this  respect  is  a  reasonable  one, 
ELnd  that  it  is  of  importance  to  the  due  collection  of 
the  revenue,  especially  in  those  cases,  where,  by  the 
alternatiTe  allowed  in  &vor  of  country -distilleries, 
the  oath  of  a  party  is  the  only  evidence  of  the  qoan- 
tity  produced.  It  is  useful  in  every  such  case  to 
give  the  utmost  possible  precision  to  tibe  object 
^vrbich  is  to  be  attested. 

VI.  It  is  alleged  as  a  hardship,  that  distillers  are 
held  responsible  for  the  duties  on  spirits  which  are 
eicported,  till  certain  things  difficult  to  be  perform* 
ed,  are  done,  in  order  to  entitle  the  exporter  to  the 
drawback. 

This  is  a  misapprehension.  The  drawback  is  at 
all  eveotfi  to  be  paid  in  six  months,  which  is  as 
early  as  the  duty  can  become  payable,  and  frequent- 
ly earlier  than  it  does  become  payable.  And  the 
Government  relies  on  the  bond  of  the  exporter  for 
a  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  upon  which  the 
drawback  is  allowed.  An  explanation  to  the  seve- 
ral collectors  of  this  point,  which  has  taken  place 
since  the  complaint  appeared,  will  have  removed  the 
cause  of  it  The  same  explanation  will  obviate  an- 
other objection  founded  on  the  supposition  that  the 
bond  of  the  distiller  and  that  of  the  exporter  are 
for  a  like  purpose.  The  latter  is  merely  to  secure 
the  landing  of  the  goods  in  a  foreign  country,  and 
will  often  continue  depending  after  every  thing  rel- 
ative to  duty  and  drawback  lu»  been  liquidated  and 
finished. 

VIL  It  is  an  article  of  complaint  that  no  draw- 
back is  allowed  in  case  of  shipwreck  when  spirits 
are  sent  firom  one  port  to  another  in  the  United 
States.  There  does  not  occur  any  objection  to  a 
provision  for  making  an  allowance  of  that  kind 
which  would  tend  to  alleviate  misfortune  and  give 
satisfiustion. 

VllL  The  necessity  of  twenty-four  hours'  notice, 
in  order  to  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  the  export- 
ation of  spirits,  and  the  prohibition  to  remove  them 
from  a  distillery  after  sun-set,  except  in  the  pre- 
sence of  an  officer,  are  represented  as  embarrass- 
ments to  bu^oesfl. 

The  length  of  notice  required  appears  greater  than 
is  necessary.  It  is  not  perceived,  that  any  incon- 
venience could  arise,  from  reducing  the  time  to  six 
hours.  But  it  is  not  conceived  to  be  necessary  or 
expedient  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  last  men- 
tioned particular.  The  prohibition  is  of  real  conse- 
quence to  the  security  of  the  revenue.  The  course 
of  business  will  readily  adapt  itself  to  it,  and  the 
presence  of  an  officer  in  extraordinary  cases  will 
afford  due  accommodation. 

IX  It  is  stated  as  a  hardship,  that  there  is  no 
allowance  for  leakage  and  wastage  in  the  case  of 
spirits  shipped  from  one  State  to  another.  The  law 
for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  inoports  and  ton- 
nage allows  two  per  cent  for  leakage  on  spirits  im- 
ported. A  similar  allowance  on  home-made  spirits 
at  the  distillery  does  not  appear  less  proper. 

X.  It  is  mentioned  as  a  grievance,  that  distillers, 
are  required  to  give  bond  with  surety  for  the  amount 
of  the  duties,  and  that  the  sufficiency  of  the  surety 
2d  Ck>N.— 35 


is  made  to  depend  on  the  discretion  of  the  chief 
officer  of  inspection.  The  requiring  of  sureties  can 
be  no  more  a  hardship  on  distillers  than  on  import- 
ing merchants,  and  every  other  person  to  whom  the 
public  afford  a  credit  It  is  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  credit  allowed ;  and  a  very  reasonable  con- 
dition of  the  indulgence  which,  without  this  pre- 
caution, might  be  imprudent,  and  injurious  to  the 
United  States. 

The  party  has  his  option  to  avoid  it  by  prompt 
payment  of  the  duty,  and  is  even  entitled  to  an 
abatement,  which  may  be  considered  as  a  premium 
if  he  elects  to  do  so. 

As  to  the  second  point,  if  sureties  are  to  be  given, 
there  must  be  some  person  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  judge  of  their  sufficiency,  otherwise 
the  thing  itself  would  be  nugatory ;  and  the  discre- 
tion cannot  be  vested  more  conveniently  for  the  par- 
ty than  in  the  chief  officer  of  inspection  for  the  sur- 
vey. A  view  has  now  been  taken  of  most,  if  not 
of  all,  the  objections  of  a  general  nature,  which  have 
appeared.  Some  few  of  a  local  complexion  remain 
to  be  attended  to. 

The  representation,  signed  Edward  Cook,  chair^ 
man,  as  on  behalf  of  the  four  most  western  coun- 
ties of  Pennsylvania,  states,  that  the  distance  of 
that  part  of  the  country  from  a  market  for  its  pro- 
duce leads  to  a  necessity  of  distilling  the  grain, 
which  is  raised,  as  a  principal  dependence  of  its 
inhabitants ;  which  circumstance  and  the  scarcity 
of  cash  combine  to  render  the  tax  in  question  un- 
equal, oppressive,  and  particularly  distressing  to 
them. 

As  to  the  circumstance  of  equality,  it  may  safely 
be  affirmed  to  be  impracticable  to  devise  a  tax 
which  shall  operate  with  exact  equality  upon  every 
part  of  the  community.  Local  and  other  circum- 
stances will  inevitably  create  disparities  more  or 
less  great  Taxes  on  consumable  articles  have,  upon 
the  whole,  better  pretensions  to  equality  than  any 
other.  If  some  of  them  fall  more  heavily  on  parti- 
cular parts  of  the  community,  others  of  them  are 
chiefly  borne  by  other  parts.  And  the  result  is  an 
equalization  of  the  burden  as  far  as  it  is  attainable. 
Of  this  class  of  taxes  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  one 
which  can  operate  with  greater  equality  than  a  tax 
on  distilled  spirits.  There  appears  to  be  no  article, 
as  &r  as  the  information  of  the  Secretary  goes, 
which  is  an  object  of  more  equal  consumption 
throughout  the  United  States. 

In  particular  districts  a  greater  use  of  cider  may 
occasion  a  smaller  consumption  of  spirits :  but  it 
will  not  be  found  on  a  close  examination  that  it 
makes  a  material  difference.  A  greater  or  less  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  as  far  as  it  exists,  seems  to  depend 
more  on  relative  habits  of  sobriety  or  intemperance 
than  on  any  other  cause. 

As  far  as  habits  of  less  moderation,  in  the  use  of 
distilled  spirits,  should  produce  inequality  any- 
where, it  would  certainly  not  be  a  reason  with  the 
Legislature  either  to  repeal  or  lessen  a  tax  which, 
by  rendering  the  article  dearer,  might  tend  to  re- 
strain too  Sree  an  indulgence  of  such  habits. 

It  is  certainly  not  obvious  how  this  tax  can  ope- 
rate particularly  unequal  upon  tfie  part  of  the  coun- 
try in  question.    As  a  general  rule  it  is  a  true  one, 
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that  duties  on  arlicles  of  consumption  (kllon  the  con- 
sumers, by  being  added  to  the  price  of  the  commo- 
dity. This  is  illustrated  in  the  present  instance  by 
facts.  Previous  to  the  law  laying  a  duty  on  home- 
made spirits  the  price  of  whiskey  was  about  thirty- 
eight  cents ;  it  is  now  about  fifty-six  cents.  Other 
causes  may  have  contributed  in  some  degree  to  this 
effect,  but  it  is  evidently  to  be  ascribed  chiefly  to 
the  duty. 

Unless,  therefore,  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries, 
which  have  been  mentioned  are  greater  consumers 
of  spirits  than  those  of  other  parts  of  the  country, 
they  cannot  pay  a  greater  proportion  of  the  tax.  If 
they  are,  it  is  their  interest  to  become  less  so.  It 
depends  on  themselves  by  diminishing  the  consump- 
tion to  restore  equality. 

The  argument,  that  they  are  obliged  to  convert 
their  grain  into  spirits  in  order  to  transportation  to 
distant  markets,  does  not  prove  the  point  alleged. 
The  duty  on  all  they  send  to  those  markets  will  be 
paid  by  the  purchasers.  They  will  still  pay  only 
upon  their  own  consumption. 

As  far  as  an  advance  Ls  laid  upon  the  duty,  or  as 
&r  as  the  difference  of  duty  between  whiskey  and 
other  spirits  tend  to  favor  a  greater  consumption  of 
the  latter,  they  as  greater  manufacturers  of  the  arti- 
cle, supposing  this  fact  to  be  as  stated,  will  be  pro- 
portionably  benefited. 

The  duty  on  home-made  spirits  from  domestic 
materials,  if  paid  by  the  gallon,  is  nine  cents. 
From  the  communications  which  have  been  re- 
ceived, since  the  passing  of  the  act,  it  appears  that 
paying  the  rate  annexed  to  the  capacity  of  the  still, 
and  using  great  diligence,  the  duty  may  be  in  fact 
reduced  to  six  cents  per  gallon.  Let  the  average 
be  taken  at  seven  and  a  half  cents,  which  is  proba- 
bly higher  than  is  really  paid. 

Generally  speaking,  then,  for  every  gallon  of 
whiskey  which  is  consumed,  the  consumer  may  be 
supposed  to  pay  seven  and  a  half  cents ;  but  for 
every  gallon  of  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  ma- 
terials, the  consumer  pavs  at  least  eleven  cents, 
and  for  every  gallon  oi  foreign  spirits  at  least 
twenty  cents.  The  consumer,  therefore,  of  for- 
eign spirits  pays  nearly  three  times  the  duty,  and 
the  consumer  of  home-made  spirits  from  foreign 
materials  nearly  fifty  per  cent  more  duty,  on  the 
same  quantity,  than  the  consumer  of  spirits  from 
domestic  materials,  exclusive  of  the  greater  price 
in  both  cases,  which  is  an  additional  charge  upon 
each  of  the  two  first  mentioned  classes  of  con- 
sumers. 

When  it  is  considered  that  8-21  parts  of  the 
whole  quantity  of  spirits  consumed  in  the  United 
States  are  foreign,  and  7-21  parts  are  of  foreign  ma- 
terials, and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Midland  countries  are  the  principal  consumers  of 
these  more  highly  taxed  articles,  it  cannot  be  in- 
ferred that  the  tax  under  consideration  bears  par- 
ticularly hard  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western 
country. 

This  may  serve  as  an  exemplification  of  a  gene- 
nl  proposition  of  material  consequence,  namely, 
that,  if  the  former  description  of  citizens  are  able 
Xrom  situation  to  dbtain  more  for  their  produce 
than  the  latter,  they  contribute  proportionally  more 


to  the  revenue.    Numerous  other  examples  in  tke 
confirmation  of  this  might  be  adduced. 

As  to  the  circumstance  of  scarcity  of  mooej,  u 
far  as  it  can  be  supposed  to  have  foandatioD,  it  is 
as  much  an  objection  to  any  other  tax  as  the  one 
in  question.  The  weight  of  the  tax  is  not  ceftiio- 
ly  such  as  to  involve  any  peculiar  difilculty.  It  ig 
impossible  to  conceive  that  nine  cents  per  gilloD  ra 
distilled  spirits,  which  is  stating  it  at  the  higbet, 
can,  from  the  magnitude  of  the  tax,  distress  uj 
part  of  the  country,  which  has  an  ability  to  pa; 
taxes  at  all,  enjoying  too  the  unexampled  adfu- 
tage  of  a  total  exemption  from  taxes  on  booses, 
lands,  or  stock. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  being  sboot 
four  millions  of  persons,  and  the  quantity  of  spirits 
annually  consumed  between  ten  and  eleven  mil- 
lions of  gallons,  the  yearly  proportion  to  each  Uor 
ily,  if  consisting  of  six  persons,  which  is  a  full  ndo, 
would  be  about  sixteen  gallons,  the  duty  upon 
which  would  be  less  than  one  dollar  and  a  hall 
The  citizen  who  is  able  to  maintain  a  familj,  tmi 
who  is  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a  farm,  cannot  fee: 
any  inconvenience  from  so  light  a  contribution,  aod 
the  industrious  poor,  whether  artisans  or  laborers, 
are  usually  allowed  spirits  or  an  equivalent  io  ad- 
dition to  their  wagea 

The  Secretary  has  no  evidence  to  satisfj  his 
mind,  that  a  real  scarcity  of  money  will  be  Usandy 
on  experiment,  a  serious  impediment  to  the  pij- 
ment  of  the  tax  anywhere.  In  the  quarter  wboe 
this  complaint  has  particularly  preTailed,  the  ex- 
penditures for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  voold 
seem  alone  sufficient  to  obviate  it.  To  this  it  is 
answered,  that  the  contractors  for  the  supply  of 
the  Army  operate  with  goods  and  not  with  monej. 
But  this  still  tends  to  keep  at  home  wbaterer 
money  finds  its  way  there.  Nor  is  it  a  fact)  if  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  be  not  materiailj  erro- 
neous, that  the  purchases  of  the  contractors  of 
flour,  meat,  &c.,  are  wholly  with  goods.  But  if  tfarj 
were,  the  Secretary  can  aver,  that  more  monevbas, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  been  sent  into  the 
Western  country  from  the  Treasury,  in  specie  in^ 
bank  bills  which  answer  the  same  purpose,  for  the 
pay  of  the  troops  and  militia,  and  for  QuartennaS' 
ter*s  supplies,  than  the  whole  amount  <^  the  tax  is 
the  four  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
district  of  Kentucky  is  likely  to  equal  in  four  or  fin 
years.  Similar  remittances  are  likely  to  be  a»dt 
in  future. 

Hence  the  Government  itself  furnishes,  and  in  all 
probability  will  continue  to  furnish,  the  means  of 
paying  its  own  demands,  with  a  surplus  which  will 
sensibly  foster  the  industry  of  the  parties  coocero- 
ed,  if  they  avail  themselves  of  it,  under  the  g^ 
ance  of  a  spirit  of  economy  and  exertion. 

Whether  there  be  no  part  of  the*  United  States, 
in  which  the  objection  of  want  of  money  ma/  truij 
exist,  in  a  degree  to  render  the  payment  of  thedut/ 
seriously  distressing  to  the  inhabitants,  the  Secre- 
tary is  not  able  to  pronounce.  He  can  only  express 
his  own  doubt  of  the  fact,  and  refer  the  matter  to 
such  information  as  the  members  of  any  district  so 
situated,  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  offer  to  the 
Legislative  body. 
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Should  the  case  appear  to  exist,  it  would  in- 
▼olye  the  n^oessity  of  a  measure  in  the  abstract 
▼ery  ineligible,  that  is,  the  receipt  of  the  duty  in 
the  article  itselC 

If  an  alternative  of  this  sort  were  to  be  allowed, 
it  would  be  proper  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  party 
paying,  to  deliver  the  article  at  the  place  in  each 
county  where  the  office  of  inspection  is  kept,  and 
to  regulate  the  price  according  to  such  standard, 
as  would  induce  a  preference  of  paying  in  cash, 
except  from  a  real  impracticability  of  obtaining  it 

In  regard  to  the  petition  fl'om  the  district  of 
Kentucky,  alter  what  has  been  said  with  reference 
to  other  applications,  it  can  only  be  necessary  to 
observe,  that  the  exemption  which  is  sought  by 
that  petition,  is  renderea  impracticable  by  an  ex- 
press provision  of  the  Constitution,  which  declares, 
that  all  duties,  imposts  and  excises  shall  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States. 

In  the  course  of  the  foregoing  examination  of 
the  objections  which  have  been  made  to  the  law, 
some  alterations  have  been  submitted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  a  part  of  them.  The  Secretary 
will  now  proceed  to  submit  such  farther  altera- 
tions as  appear  to  him  advisable,  arising  either 
from  the  suggestions  of  the  officers  of  the  re- 
venue, or  from  his  own  reflections. 

I.  It  appears  expedient  to  alter  the  distinction 
respecting  distilleries  from  domestic  materials  in 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  so  as  to  confine  it  to  one 
or  more  stills  worked  at  the  same  distillexy,  the 
capacity  or  capacities  of  which  together  do  not  fall 
short  of  four  hundred  gallons. 

The  effectual  execution  of  the  present  provisions 
respecting  distilleries  from  home  materials  in  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  would  occasion  an  inconve- 
nient multiplication  of  officers,  and  would,  in  too 
great  a  degree  exhaust  the  product  of  the  duty  in 
the  expense  of  collection.  It  is  also  probable  that 
the  alteration  suggested  would  also  conduce  to 
public  satisfitction. 

II.  The  present  provisions  concerning  the  enter- 
ing of  stills  are  found  by  experience  not  to  be  ade- 
quate, and  in  some  instances  not  convenient 

It  appears  advisable,  that  there  shall  be  one 
office  of  inspection  for  each  county,  with  authority 
to  the  supervisor  to  establish  more  than  one,  if  he 
shall  judge  it  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  inhabitants;  and  that  every  distiller  or  person 
having  or  keeping  a  still,  shall  be  required  to 
make  entry  of  the  same,  at  some  office  of  inspec- 
tion for  the  county,  within  a  certain  determinate 
period  in  each  year.  It  will  be  proper  also  to 
enjoin  upon  every  person  who,  residing  within 
the  county,  shall  procure  a  still,  or  who  removing 
into  a  county,  shall  bring  into  it  a  still,  within 
twenty  days  after  such  procuring  or  removal,  and 
before  he  or  she  begins  to  use  the  still,  to  make 
entry  at  the  office  of  inspection.  Every  entry,  be- 
sides describing  the  still,  should  specify  in  whose 
possession  it  is,  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
intended,  as  whether  for  sale  or  for  use  in  distil- 
ling ;  and  in  the  case  of  a  removal  of  the  person 
from  another  place  into  the  county,  shall  specify 
the  place  from  which  the  still  shall  have  been 
brought    A  forfeiture  of  the  still  ought  in  every 


case  in  which  an  entry  is  required,  to  attend  an 
omission  to  enter. 

This  regulation,  by  simplifjing  the  business  of 
entering  stills,  would  render  it  easier  to  compre- 
hend and  comply  with  what  is  required,  would 
furnish  the  officers  with  a  better  rule  for  ascertain- 
ing delinquencies,  and,  by  avoiding  to  them  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  unnecessary  trouble,  will  facili- 
tate the  retaming  of  proper  characters  in  the  officeg 
of  collectors. 

in.  It  is  represented  that  difficulties  have  in 
some  instances  arisen  concerning  the  persons  re- 
sponsible for  the  duty.  The  apparent,  not  being 
always  the  real  proprietor,  an  opportunity  for 
collusion  is  afforded ;  and  without  collusion  the 
uncertainty  is  stated  as  a  source  of  embarrass- 
ment 

It  also  sometimes  happens  that  certain  itinerant 
persons  without  property,  complying  with  the 
preliminary  requisitions  of  the  law  as  to  entry, 
&c.,  erect  and  work  stills  for  a  time,  and  before  a 
half-yearly  period  of  payment  arrives,  remove  and 
evade  the  duty. 

It  would  tend  to  remedy  these  inconveniences, 
if  possessors  and  proprietors  of  stills  were  made 
jointly  and  severally  liable,  and  if  the  duty  were 
made  a  tpeciflc  lien  on  the  still  itself;  if  also  the 
proprietor  of  the  land,  upon  which  any  still  may  be 
worked  should  be  made  answerable  for  the  duty, 
except  where  it  is  worked  by  a  lawful  and  bona 
fde  tenant  of  the  land  of  an  estate,  not  less  than 
for  a  term  of  one  year,  or  unless  such  proprietor 
can  make  it  appear  that  the  possessor  of  the  still 
was  during  the  whole  time,  without  his  privity  or 
connivance,  an  intruder  or  trespasser  on  the  land ; 
and  if,  in  the  last  place,  any  distiller  about  to  re- 
move from  the  division  in  which  he  is,  should  be 
required  previous  to  such  removal  to  pay  the 
tax  for  the  year,  deducting  any  prior  payments,  or 
give  bond  with  approved  surety,  conditioned  for 
the  payment  of  the  full  sum  for  which  he  or  she 
should  be  legally  accountable  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
to  the  collector  of  the  division  to  which  the  removal 
shall  be,  rendering  proof  thereof  under  the  hand  of 
the  said  collector,  within  six  months  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year. 

As  well  with  a  view  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  stills 
for  non-entry,  as  to  give  effect  to  a  specific  lien  of 
the  duty  (if  either  or  both  of  these  provisions 
should  be  deemed  eligible)  it  will  be  necessary  to 
enjoin  it  upon  the  officers  of  the  revenue  to  identify 
by  proper  marks  the  several  stills  which  shall  have 
been  entered  with  them. 

IV.  The  exemptions  granted  to  stills  of  the  capa- 
city of  fifty  gallons  and  under,  by  the  86th  section 
of  the  law,  appear  from  experience  to  require 
revision.  Tending  to  produce  inequality,  as  well 
as  to  frustrate  the  revenue,  they  have  excited 
complaint  It  appears  at  least  advisable,  that  the 
obligation  to  enter,  as  connected  with  that  of  pay- 
ing duty,  should  extend  to  stills  of  all  dimen- 
sions, and  that  it  should  be  enforced  in  every  case 
by  the  same  penalty. 

v.  The  28th  section  of  the  act  makes  provision 
for  the  seizure  of  spirits  unaccompanied  with 
marks  and  certificates  in  the  cases  in  which  they 
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are  required ;  but  as  they  are  required  only  in  cer- 
tain cases,  and  there  is  no  method  of  distinguishing 
the  spirits,  in  respect  to  which  they  are  necessary, 
from  those  in  respect  to  which  they  are  not  neces- 
sary, the  provision  becomes  nugatory,  because  an 
attempt  to  enforce  it  would  be  opnressive.  Hence 
not  only  a  great  security  for  the  aue  execution  of 
the  law  is  lost,  but  seizures  very  distressing  to  un- 
offending individuals  must  happen,  notwithstanding 
great  precaution  to  avoid  them. 

It  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  of 
great  importance  to  pro^de,  that  all  spirits  whatso- 
ever in  casks  or  vessels  of  the  capacity  of  twenty 
gallons  and  upwards  should  be  marked  and  ccrti- 
ed,  on  pain  of  seizure  and  forfeiture,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  officers  to  furnish  the  requisite  cer- 
tificates gratis  to  distillers  and  dealers  in  all  cases, 
in  which  the  law  shall  have  been  complied  with. 

In  those  cases  in  which  an  occasional  recurrence 
to  the  officers  for  certificates  might  be  inconvenient, 
blanks  may  be  furnished  to  be  accounted  for.  And 
it  may  be  left  to  the  parties  themselves,  in  the  like 
cases,  to  mark  their  own  casks  or  vessels,  in  some 
simple  manner,  to  be  defined  in  the  law.  These 
cases  may  be  designated  generally.  They  will 
principally  relate  to  dealers,  who,  in  the  course  of 
their  business,  draw  off  spirits  from  larger  to 
smaller  casks ;  and  to  distillers,  who  pay  according 
to  the  capacities  of  their  stills. 

As  a  part  of  a  regulation  of  this  sort,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  require,  that  within  a  cert^un  period, 
sufficiently  long  to  admit  of  time  to  know  and  com- 
ply with  the  provision,  entry  shall  be  made,  by  all 
dealers  and  distillers,  of  all  spirits  in  their  respect- 
ive possessions,  which  shall  not  have  been  previ- 
ously marked  and  certified  according  to  law,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  marked  and  certified  as  old 
stock. 

The  regulations  here  proposed,  thougb  product- 
ive of  some  trouble  and  inconvenience  in  the  out- 
set, will  be  afterwards  a  security,  both  to  individu- 
als and  to  the  revenue. 

VI.  At  present  spirits  may  not  be  imported  from 
abroad  in  casks  of  less  capacity  than  fifty  gallons. 
The  size  of  these  casks  is  smaller  than  is  desirable, 
BO  far  as  the  security  of  the  revenue  is  concerned ; 
and  there  has  not  occurred  any  good  objection  to 
confining  the  importation  to  larger  casks,  that  is  to 
sa^,  to  casks  of  not  less  than  ninety  gallons.  Cer- 
tainly, as  far  as  respects  rum  from  the  West  Indies, 
it  may  be  done  without  inconvenience,  being  con- 
formable to  the  general  course  of  business.  The 
result  of  examination  is,  that  the  exception  as  to 
this  particular  in  favor  of  gin  may  be  abolished. 
Should  any  alteration  on  this  subject  take  place,  it 
ought  not  to  begin  to  operate  till  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  year. 

VII.  There  is  ground  to  suppose  that  the  allow- 
ance of  drawback,  without  any  limitation  as  to 
quantity,  has  been  abused.  It  is  submitted,  that 
none  be  made  on  any  less  quantity  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  gallons. 

VIIL  There  is  danger  that  facility  may  be  given 
to  illicit  importations,  by  making  use  of  casks 
which  have  been  once  regularly  marked,  and  the 
certificates  which  have  been  issued  with  them,  to 


cover  other  spirits  than  those  originallj  contained 
in  such  casks.  Appearances  which  countenance 
suspicion  on  this  point,  have  been  the  sulgects  of 
representation  from  several  quarters. 

The  danger  may  be  obviated,  by  prohibiting  the 
importation  in  such  marked  casks,  on  pain  oC  for- 
feiture both  of  the  spirits  and  of  any  ship  or  ressel 
in  which  they  may  be  brought  A  prohibition  ai 
this  sort  does  not  appear  liable  to  any  good  objec- 
tion. 

IX.  The  duty  of  sixty  cents  per  gallon  of  the 
capacity  of  a  still,  was  founded  upon  a  compati- 
tion  that  a  still,  of  any  given  dimensions,  woiked 
four  months  in  the  year — which  is  the  nsna]  pe- 
riod of  country  distillation — would  yield  a  quantify 
of  spirits  which,  at  the  rate  of  nine  cents  per  gal- 
lon, would  correspond  with  sixty  cents  per  gafion 
of  the  capacity  of  the  stilL  It  will  deserve  con- 
sideration whether  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  give 
an  option  to  country  distillers,  .at  the  annual  entry 
of  their  stills,  to  take  out  a  license  for  any  porli<Ki 
of  the  year  which  they  may  respectively  think  fit, 
and  to  pay  at  ttie  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
per  gallon  of  the  capacity  per  month,  during  such 
period.  This  to  stand  in  lieu  of  the  alternative  of 
paying  by  the  gallon  distilled.  It  would  obviate 
in  this  case  the  necessity  of  accounting  upon  oath, 
and  would  leave  it  in  the  power  of  each  distiller 
to  cover  the  precise  time  he  meant  to  work  his 
still,  with  a  license,  and  to  pay  for  that  time  only. 
A  strict  prohibition  to  distil  at  any  other  time  than 
that  for  which  the  license  was  given,  would  be  of 
.course  necessary  to  accompany  the  regulation,  as 
far  as  regarded  any  such  licensed  distiller. 

The  only  remaining  points  which  have  occurred, 
as  proper  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  respect  the  officers  of  the  reve- 
nue. 

It  is  represented,  that  in  some  instances,  from 
the  ill  humor  of  individuals,  the  officers  have 
experienced  much  embarrassment,  in  respect  to 
the  filling  of  stills  with  water^  to  ascertain  their 
capacity — which,  upon  examination,  is  found  the 
most  simple  and  practicable  mode.  The  propri- 
etors have,  in  some  instances,  not  only  refused  to 
aid  the  officers,  but  have  even  put  out  of  their  way 
the  means  by  which  the  filling  might  be  conveni- 
ently accomplished. 

It  would  conduce  to  the  easy  execution  of  the 
law,  and  to  the  very  important  purpose  of  retaining 
and  procuring  respectable  characters  as  collectors, 
if  the  proprietors  and  possessors  of  stills  were  re- 
quired to  aid  them  in  the  execution  of  this  part  of 
tneir  duty,  or  to  pay  a  certain  sum  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  doing  of  it 

The  limits  assigned  in  the  law  respecting  com- 
pensations, are  found,  in  practice,  essentially  in- 
adequate to  the  object 

This  is  so  far  the  case  that  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  to  state  that  greater  latitude  in 
this  particular  is  indispensable  to  the  effectual  ex- 
ecution of  the  law. 

In  the  most  productive  divisions,  the  commisr 
sions  of  the  collectors  afford  but  a  moderate  com- 
pensation. In  the  greatest  part  of  them,  the  com- 
pensation is  glaringly  disproportioned  to  the  sei^ 
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Tice  ;  in  intny  of  them  ft  falls  materiallj  short  of 
the  erpenso  of  the  officer. 

It  18  believed,  that  in  no  country  whaterer 
the  collection  of  a  similar  dut^  been  effected  n 
in  the  limit  assigned.  Applying  in  the  United 
States  to  a  *ingle  article  only,  and  fielding  ci 
qucntif  a  less  total  product  than  where  many 
eles  are  comprehended,  the  expense  of  collection 
must  of  necessity  be  proportionally  greater. 


It  appears  to'  the  Secretary,  that  i 
half  per  cent,  of  the  taCat  product  of  tl 


■f  the  dul 
distilled  spirits,  foreign  as  well  as  domestic,  and 
not  \esB,  trill  suffice  to  defray  the  compensations 
to  officers,  and  other  expenses  incidental  to  the 
collection  of  the  duty.  This  is  to  be  understood  as 
supplemental  to  the  present  custom-house  expenses. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  urge  to  the  House  of  Bepre- 
setitatives,  how  essential  it  must  be  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law,  in  a  manner  effectual  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Qoyernment  and  satisfactory  to 
the  community,  to  secure,  by  competent  though 
moderate  rewards,  the  diligent  services  of  respect- 
able and  trustworthy  characters. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  tht  Treatury. 

TsxAaoav  Dbpaktmutt,  March  6,  1TS2. 


BEPORT  ON  THE  SINKIFO  FUNB. 

In  Sehatb,  Novembbb  7, 1791. 
The  Vice  Preiidcnt  of  the  United  Butss  and  Preti- 
denl  of  tlie  Baoate,  the  Ohief  Jnitics,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  At- 
tiirsey  General,  respectfully  report  to  the  Congreu 
of  the  United  Statea  of  America — 

"niit,  purauant  to  the  act  entitied  "  An  act  mak- 
ing proTiHion  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt," 
and  in  Mmformlty  to  two  resolutions  agreed  upon 
by  them,  one  on  the  ISth  day  of  January,  and 
another  on  the  IGtb  of  August  last,  and  severalty 
'approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
they  baTC  caused  purchases  of  the  said  Debt  to  be 
made,  through  the  agency,  respectively,  of  Samo- 
el  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States ;  Wil- 
liam Seton,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  New  York ; 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Collector  of  the  District  of 
Boston  and  Charlestown ;  and  William  Heth,  Col- 
lector of  the  District  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  the 
amount  of  $802,677  46,  for  which  there  have  been 
paid  $640,924  14,  in  specie,  as  will  more  particu- 
lariy  appear  by  the  several  documents  (Nos.  1  to  B) 
herewith  submitted  as  part  of  this  report,  and 
which  specify  the  places  wherei,  the  times  when, 
the  prices  at  which,  and  the  persons  of  whom  the 
said  purchases  have  been  made. 

That,  though  the  statements  of  William  Seton 
and  Benjamin  Lincoln  have  not  yet  passed  through 
the  forms  of  settlement,  it  appears,  by  the  docu- 
ment No.  8,  being  »  certified  transcript  from  the 
books  of  the  Treasui^,  that  the  amount  of  the 
itock  by  them  reapeclively  reported  to  have  been 


C chased  has  been  duly  transferred  to  the  said 
ks. 
That  the  purchases  now  and  heretofore  report- 
ed amount,  in  the  whole,  to  $1,181,864  76,  for 
which  there  hare  been  paid  $640,163  SB,  in  specie. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Board, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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[Here  follow  several  other  statements,  cot 
prising  the  details,  which,  being  voluminous,  a 
omitted.] 
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ADDITIONAL  SUPPLIES  FOR  1792. 
Tekasurt  DxpABTMXirr,  March  16,  1792. 

Tlie     SXCRETABT     OW     THK    TaBAfiURT,    pUTSUaot     tO    R 

resolutioQ  of  the  House  of  RepreBenUtives  of  the  8th 
instftnt  directing  the  said  Secretary  to  report  to  the 
House  hie  opinion  of  the  best  mode  of  raising  the 
additional  supplies  requisite  for  the  ensuiiig  year, 
respectfully  submits  the  following  report : 

The  sum  which  is  estimated  to  be  necessary  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the  act  for 
making  further  and  more  effectual  provision  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States, 
beyond  the  provision  made  by  the  act  making 
Appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qovemment  for 
the  year  1792,  is  $676,960  08.    The  returns  which 
have  been  received  at  the  Treasury  subsequent  to 
the  Secretary's  Report  of  the  28d  of  January  last, 
(among  which  are  those  of  some  principal  ports,) 
afford  satisfactory  ground  of  assurance  that  the 
quarter  ending  the  last  of  December  was  con- 
siderably more  productive  than  it  was  supposed 
likely  to  prove;  authorizing  a  reliance  that  the 
revenues  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791  will  yield  a 
surplus  of  $160,000,  which  may  be  applied  in  part 
of  the  sum  of  $676,960  08,  above  staled  to  be  ne- 
cessary.   Provision  remains  to  be  made  for  the 
residue  of  this  sum,  viz :  $626,960  08.    Three  ex- 
pedients occur  to  the  option  of  the  Government  for 
providing  this  sum :  one,  to  dispose  of  the  interest 
to  which  the  United  Sutes  are  entitled  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.     This,  at  the  present 
market  price  of  Bank  stock,  would  yield  a  clear 
gain  to  the  Government  much  more  than  adequate 
to  the  sum  required.     Another,  to  borrow  the 
money,  upon  an  establishment  of  funds,  either 
merely  commensurate  with  the   interest    to    be 
paid,  or  affording  a  surplus  which  wUl  discharge 
the  principal  by  instalments  within  a  short  term. 
The  third  is,  to  raise  the  amount  by  taxes.    The 
first  of  these  three  expedients  appears  to  the  Se- 
cretary altogether  unadvisable.     First,  It  is  his 
present  opinion  that  it  will  be  found,  in  various 
respects,  permanently  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  retain  the  interest  to  which  they  are 
entitled  in  the  Bank ;  but,  secondly,  if  this  opinion 
should  not  be  well  founded,  it  would  be  improvi- 
dent to  dispose  of  it  at  the  present  juncture,  since, 
upon  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject,  it  can 
hardly  admit  of  a  doubt  that  its  future  value,  at  a 
period  not  very  distant,  will  be  considerably  greater 
than  its  present,  while  the  Government  will  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  whatever  dividends  shall  be  declared 
in  the  interval ;  and,  thirdly,  whether  it  shall  be 
deemed  proper  to  retain  or  dispose  of  this  interest 
the  most  useful  application  of  the  proceeds  will  be 
as  a  .fund  for  extinguishing  the  Public  Debt    A 
necessity  of  applying  it  to  any  different  object,  if 
it  should  be  found  to  exist,  would  be  matter  of 
serious  regret    The  second  expedient  would,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Secretary,  be  preferable  to 
the  first;  for  this,  the  following  reason,  if  there 
were  no  other,  is  presumed  to  be  conclusive,  viz : 
that  the  probable  increase  of  the   value  of  the 
stock  may  itself  be  estimated  as  a  considerable,  if 


not  a  suflBcient  fund,  for  the  repayment  of  the 
sum  which  might  be  borrowed.    If  the  measure 
of  a  Loan  should  be  thought  eligible,  it  is  Sttbmit- 
ted  as  most  advisable  to  accompany  it  with  a  pro- 
vision sufiBcient  not  only  to  pay  the  interest,  but 
to  dischai^  the  principal  within  a  short  period 
This  will  at  least  mitigate  the  inconvenience  of 
making  an  addition  to  the  Public  Debt    Bat  the 
result  of  mature  reflection  is,  in  the  mind  of  the 
Secretary,  a  strong  conviction  that  the  last  of  the 
three  expedients  which  have  been  mentioned  is  to 
be  preferred  to  either  of  the  other  two.     N<^thing 
can  more  interest  the  national  credit  and  prosperi- 
ty than  a  constant  and  systematic  attention  to  hus- 
band all  the  means  previously  possessed  for  extin- 
guishing the  present  Debt,  and  to  avoid,  as  modi 
as  possible,  the  incurring  of  any  new  deht.    Ke- 
cessity  alone,  therefore,  can  justify  the  appHcatioQ 
of  any  of  the  public  property,  other  than  the  an- 
nual revenues,  to  the  current  service,  to  the  tem- 
porary and  casual  exigencies  of  the  country,  or 
the  contracting  of  an  additional  debt,  by  loans,  to 
provide  for  those  exigencies.    Great  eme^gendes, 
indeed,  might  exist  in  which  loans  would  be  in- 
dispensable.   But  the  occasions  which  will  jostiff 
them  roust  be  truly  of  that  description.    The  pre- 
sent is  not  of  such  a  nature ;  the  sum  to  be  pro^ 
vided  is  not  of  magnitude  enough  to  ftimiah  the 
plea  of  necessity.    Taxes  are  never  welcome  to  a 
community;  they  seldom   fail  to  excite   uneasy 
sensations,  more  or  less  extensive.    Hence  a  too 
strong  propensity  in  the  Governments  of  nations  to 
anticipate  and  mortgage  the  resources  of  posterity, 
rather  than  encounter  the  inconveniences  of  a 
present  increase  of  taxea    Bat  this  policy,  when 
not  dictated  by  very  peculiar  circamstanoes,  is  of 
the  worst  kind.    Its  obvious  tendency  is,  bj  en- 
hancing the  permanent  burdens  of  the  people,  to 
produce  lasting  distress,  and  its  natural  issue  is  in 
national  bankruptcy.     It  will  be  happy  if  the 
councils  of  this  country,  sanctioned  by  the  Toioe 
of  an  enlightened  community,  shall  be  able  to  pur- 
sue  a  different  course.    Yielding  to  this  imprefr- 
sion,  the  Secretary  proceeds  to  state,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  nouse,  the  objects  which  have 
occurred  to  him  as  most  proper  to  be  resorted  to 
for  raising  the  requisite  sum  by  taxes^    From  the 
most  careful  view  which  he  is  able  to  take  of  all 
the  circumstances  that,  at  the  present  juncture, 
naturally  enter  into  consideration,  he  is  led  t* 
conclude  that  the  most  eligible  mode  in  which  the 
necessary  provision  can  at  this  time  be  made  is  by 
some  additional  duties  on  imported  articles.    This 
conclusion  is  made  with  reluctance,  for  reasons 
which  were  noticed  upon  a  former  occasion,  and 
from  the  reflection  that  frequent  and  unexpected 
alterations  in  the  rates  of  duties,  on  the  objects  of 
trade,  by  inducing  uncertainty  in  mercantile  spt- 
culations  and  calculations,  are  really  injurious  tD 
commerce  and  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  those 
who  carry  it  on.    The  stability  of  the  duties  to  be 
paid  by  the  merchants  is  in  fact  of  more  conse- 
quence to  them  than   their  quantum,  if  within 
reasonable  bounds.    It  were,  therefore,  much  to 
have  been  wished  that  so  early  a  resort  to  new 
demands  on  that  class  of  citizens  could  have  been 
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aToided,  and  especially  that  tbej  coald  haye  been 
deferred  until  a  general  tariff  could  have  been  ma- 
turely digested  upon  principles  which  might  with 
propriety   render  it  essentially  stationary.     But 
while  there  are  these  motives  to  regret,  there  are 
others  of  a  consoling  tendency,  some  of  which  in- 
dicate that  an  augmentation  of  duties,  at  the  pres- 
ent juncture  may  have  the  effect  of  lessening 
some  public  erils  and  producing  some  public  be- 
nefits.      It   is  a  pleasing    fact,  if  the   informa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  be  not  rery  erroneous,  that 
the  improved  state  of  the  credit  of  this  country 
enables   our  merchants  to  procure  the  supplies 
which  they  import  from  abroad  upon  much  more 
cheap  and  advantageous  terms  than  heretofore — a 
circumstance  which  must  alleviate  to  them  the 
pressure  of  somewhat  higher  rates  of  duty,  and 
must  contribute,  at  the  same  time,  to  reconcile 
them  to  burdens  which,  being  connected  with  an 
efficacious  discharge  of  the  duty  of  Qovemment, 
are  of  a  nature  to  give  solidity  and  permanency  to 
the  advantages  they  enjoy  under  it    It  is  certain, 
also,  that  a  spirit  of  manufacturing  prevails  at  this 
time  in  a  greater  degree  than  it  has  done  at  any 
antecedent  period ;  and,  as  far  as  an  increase  of 
duties  shall  tend  to  second  and  aid  this  spirit,  they 
will  serve  to  promote  essentially  the  industry,  the 
wealth,  the  strength,  the  independence,  and  the 
substantial  prosperity  of  the  country.    The  returns 
for  one  year  ending  with  the  80tn  of  September 
last,  (an  abstract  of  which  is  in  preparation,  to  be 
communicated  to  the  L^slature,)  erince  a  much 
increased   importation  during  that  year,  greater, 
far,  than  can  be  referred  to  a  naturally  increasing 
demand  from  the  progress  of  population,  and  an- 
nounce a  probability  of  a  more  than  proportional 
increase  of  consumption,  there  being  no  appear- 
ance of  an  extraordinary  abundance  of  goods  in 
the  market     If,  happily,  an  extension  of  the  duties 
shall  operate  as  a  restraint  upon  excessive  con- 
sumption, it  will  be  a  salutary  means  of  preserring 
the  community  from  future  embarrassment,  pub- 
lie  and  private.    But  if  this   should  not  be  the 
case,  it  is  at  least  prudent  in  the  Government  to 
extract  from  it  the  resources  necessary  for  current 
exigencies,  rather  than  postpone  the  burden  to  a 
period  when  that  very  circumstance  may  cause  it 
to  be  more  grievously  felt    These  different  con- 
siderations unite,  with  others  which  will  suggest 
^emselves,  to  induce,  in    the  present  state  of 
things,  a  preference  of  taxes  on  imported  articles, 
to  any  other  mode  of  raising  the  sum  required. 
It  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted  that  the  ex- 
isting duties  on  the  articles  hereafter  enumerated 
be  repealed,  and  that,  in  place  of  them,  the  follow- 
ing be  laid,  vis : 

WllflS. 

Madeira,  quality  of  London  Par 

Madeira,  London  Market 

Other  Madeira  wine 

Sherry  -  • 

St  Lucar 

Lisbon  • 

Oporto  - 

Teneriffe  and  Fayal 

All  othsr  wines  40  per  cent,  ad  vtlorem. 


spmiTs. 


per  gall.  $0 

56 

do 

49 

do 

40 

do 

83 

do 

80 

do 

25 

do 

85 

do 

20 

Thoie  diatiUed  wliolly  or  ch^flyfrom  grain. 


Of  the  first  class  of  proof 
Of  the  second  cUss  of  proof 
Of  the  third  class  of  proof 
Of  the  fourth  class  of  proof 
Of  the  fifth  class  of  proof 
Of  the  sixth  class  of  proof 


per  galL  |0  28 
do  20 

do  81 

do  84 

do  40 

do  60 


OTHSa  mSTILLBD  snsiTB. 

Of  the  2d  class  proof  and  under     per  gall.  $0  24 

Of  the  8d  class  proof  and  under          do  27 

Of  the  4th  class  proof  and  under         do  81 

Of  the  5th  class  proof  and  under          do  87 

Of  the  6th  class  proof  and  under         do  45 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter  -  -  per  gall.  8 
Steel       ...           -    percwt    1  00 

Nails       -           -           -           .       per  lb.  2 

Cocoa     -           -           -           -         do  2 

Chocolate            -            -            -          do  8 

Playing  cards     ...    per  pack  25 

Shoes  and  slippers  of  silk  -  -  20 
Shoes  and  slippers  of  stained  or  colored 

leather,  other  than  black,  for  men  and 

women  -  -  .  •  lo 
Shoes  and  slippers  of  stained  or  colored 

leather,  other  than  black,  for  children  7 
All  other  shoes  and  slippers  for  men  and 

women,  clogs  and  goloshoes     -           -  10 

All  other  shoes  and  slippers  for  children  ,7 

ARTIOLBS  AD  VALORBM. 

China  wares ;  looking-glass,  window,  and  other 
glass,  and  all  manufactures  of  glass,  black  quart 
bottles  excepted;  muskets;  pistols;  swords,  cut- 
lasses, hangers,  and  other  fire  and  side  arms ; 
starch;  hair  powder;  wafers;  and  glue— 15  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

Cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and  generally  all  man- 
ufactures of  iron,  steel,  tin  pewter,  copper,  brass, 
or  of  which  either  of  these  metals  is  the  article 
of  chief  value,  not  being  otherwise  particularly 
enumerated;  cabinet  wares;  leather,  tanned  and 
tawed,  and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which 
leather  is  the  article  of  chief  value,  not  being  oth- 
erwise particularly  enumerated;  medicinal  drugs, 
except  those  commonly  used  in  dying ;  hats,  caps, 
and  bonnets,  of  every  sort ;  gloves  and  mittens ; 
stockings;  millinery,  ready  made;  artificial  flow- 
ers, feathers,  and  other  ornaments  for  women's 
head  dresses;  fans;  dolls,  dressed  and  undressed  ; 
toys;  buttons  of  every  kind;  carpets  and  carpet- 
ing, mats,  and  floor  cloths ;  sail  cloth ;  sheathing 
and  cartridge  paper;  all  powders,  pastes,  balls, 
balsams,  ointments,  oils^  waters,  washes,  tinctures, 
essences,  liquoTS,  or  other  preparation  or  composi- 
tion, commonly  called  sweet-soents,  odors,  per- 
fumes, or  cosmetics ;  all  dentrifioe,  powder,  tinc- 
tures, preparations,  or  compositions  whatsover, 
for  the  teeth  or  gums ;  printed  books,  except  those 
specially  imported  for  a  college,  academy,  or  other 
public  or  incorporated  seminary  of  learning  or  in- 
stitution, which  shall  be  wholly  exempted  from 
duty — 10  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

The  foregoing  duties  to  be  permanently  estab- 
lished, and  to  be  appropriated,  in  the  first  place, 
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to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  Public  Debt, 
in  the  second,  to  such  other  grants  and  appropria- 
tions as  have  been  heretofore  made :  and,  in  the 
third,  to  the  purposes  of  tfie  act  for  making  fur- 
ther and  more  eflfectual  provision  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.  An 
addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  ad  valorem  to 
be  made  to  the  duty  on  all  goods  heretofore  rated 
at  five  per  cent  ad  valorem.  This  addition  to  be 
temporary,  and  accordingly  to  be  so  established  as 
that  it  shall  not  continue  longer  than  till  the  pres- 
ent Indian  War  shall  terminate,  and  the  expenses 
of  carrying  it  on  shall  have  been  defra3'ed,  which 
will  of  course  include  the  reimbursement  of  any 
sums  that  may  have  been  borrowed  by  way  of 
anticipation  of  the  product  of  the  duties.  It  is 
represented  that  the  present  duty  on  salt  operates 
unequally,  from  the  considerable  difference  in 
weight,  in  proportion  to  quantity  of  different 
kinds  of  salt,  a  bushel  weighing  from  about  fifty- 
six  to  upward  of  eighty  weight  It  would  have 
an  equalizing  effect,  if  the  bushel  were  defined 
by  weight;  and,  if  fifty-six  pounds  were  taken 
as  the  standard,  a  valuable  accession  to  the  reve- 
nue would  result  This  regulation  is,  therefore, 
submitted  as  a  resource  upon  the  present  occasion, 
the  rate  of  duty  to  remain  as  it  is.  It  will  be  a 
reasonable  accommodation  to  trade,  if  it  is  made 
a  part  of  this  arrangement,  to  extend  the  credit 
for  the  duty  on  salt  to  a  longer  term.  It  is  an 
article  which,  from  the  circumstances  of  its  im- 
portation, frequently  lies  on  band  for  a  considera- 
ble time ;  and,  in  relation  to  the  fisheries,  is  usu- 
ally sold  upon  a  credit  of  several  months. 

Some  remarks  may  be  proper  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  duties.  Those  on  spirits  and  wines  may 
appear  high  ;  they  are  doubtless  considerable ;  but 
there  are  precedents  elsewhere  of  much  higher 
duties  on  the  same  ariidea.  And  it  is  certainly 
in  every  view,  justifiable  to  make  a  free  use  of 
them  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.  Wines,  gene- 
rally speaking,  are  the  luxury  of  classes  of  the 
community  who  can  afford  to  pay  a  considerable 
duty  upon  them.  It  has  appeared  advisable  to 
adhere  to  the  idea  of  a  specific  duty,  per  quantity, 
on  all  the  species  of  wines  in  most  common  con- 
sumption in  the  country,  and  those  most  suscepti- 
ble of  precise  designation,  as  affording  greatest 
certainty  to  the  revenue,  and  to  adopt  a  general 
ad  valorem  rate  for  other  kinds  proportioned  to 
the  specific  duties;,  this  rate  is  forty  per  cent 
The  distinction  has  proceeded  from  the  difficult 
of  a  precise  enumeration  of  all  the  other  kinds  of 
wine  which  are  and  may  be  imported,  and  of  such 
an  adjustment  of  specific  rates  as  will  bear  some 
reasonable  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  article. 
The  present  lowest  rate  of  duty  on  wines  amounts 
to  two  hundred  and  three  hundred  per  cent  on 
the  value  of  certain  kinds,  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  equivalent  to  a  prohibition.  While, 
therefore,  ideas  of  proportion  will  be  better  con- 
sulted than  heretofore,  by  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, it  is  probable  that  the  revenue  will  be  bene- 
fited, rather  than  injured,  by  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  low-priced  wines.  The  considerations 
which  render  ardent  spirits  a  proper  object  of  high 


duties  have  been  repeatedly  dwelt  upoo.     It  mar 
be  added,  that  it  is  a  familiar  and  a  just  remark 
that  the  peculiarly  low  price  of  ardent  aptrits  id 
this  country  is  a  great  source  of  intemperance. 
To  bring  the  price  of  the  article  more  neairiy  to  a 
level  with  the  price  of  it  in  other  maricets;,  by  an 
increase  of  duty,  while  it  will  oontribute  to  the 
advancement  of  the  revenue,  cannot  but  prore,  in 
other  respects,  a  public  benefit     The  rates  pro- 
posed will  be  still  moderate,  compared  with  ex- 
amples in  other  countries ;  and  the  article  is  of  a 
nature  to  enable  the  importer,  without  difiSeoltj, 
to  transfer  the  duty  to  the  consamer.    A  discn- 
mination  is  suggested  in  respect  to  duties  on  spi- 
rits distilled  from  grain.     To  this  there  have  been 
two  inducements :  one,  that  the  difference  in  th« 
duty  is  conformable  to  the  difference  between  the 
cost  of  the  grain  spirits  usually  imported  and  that 
of  West  India  rum ;  another,  that  it  is,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
to  favor  the  distillation  of  its  own  grain  in  com- 
petition with  foreign  spirits  from  the  same  mate- 
rial.   In  the  second  division  of  spirits,  the  first 
class  of  proof  is  dropped,  because  none  of  it  comes 
from  the  West  Indies,  and  because  any  other  spi- 
rits usually  imported,  which  may  be  of  so  low  a 
proof,  are  iiigher  priced  even  than  some  of  the 
higher  proofs  of  West  India  spirits.     The  drop- 
ping of  that  class  of  ptoof,  therefore,  in  this  case 
is  favorable  to  the  revenue  and  favorable  to  equal- 
ity.    Several  of  the  other  specific  duties  which 
are  proposed,  besides  thA  inducements  to  them  as 
items  of  revenue,  are  strongly  recommended  by 
considerations  which  have  been  stated  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  nuinu&c- 
tures.    The  same  report  states  inducements  to  a 
fifteen  per  cent  du^  on  some  of  the  articles  whkh 
are  mentioned  as  proper  to  be  comprised  under 
that  rate.    With  regard  to  china  and  glass,  there 
are  two  weighty  reasons  for  a  comparatively  high 
duty  upon  them.    The  use  of  them  is  very  limit- 
ed, except  by  the  wealthier  classes ;  and  both  their 
bulk  and  liability  to  damage  in  transportatioD  are 
great  securities  against  evasions  of  the  revenue. 
It  will,  however,  merit  consideration  whether,  for 
the  accommodation  of  importers,  a  longer  term  of 
credit  ought  not  to  be  aUowed  on  these  artidea 
A  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  cocoa  is  lessy  in 
proportion  to  the  value,  than  the  present  duty  od 
coffee ;  as  an  extensive  article  of  consumption,  it  is 
a  productive  one  of  revenue.    The  duty  on  plaj- 
ing  cards  can  give  rise  to  no  question  except  as  to 
practicability  of  a  safe  collection.     In   order  to 
this,  it  will  be  proper  to  superadd  certain  precau- 
tions, which  will  readily  occur  in  regulating  the 
details  of  a  bill  for  the  purpose.    A  similar  atten- 
tion will  be  requisite  in  regard  to  the  duties  on 
wines.    The  employment  of  marks  and  certificates 
may  advantageously  be  extended  to  this  artide 
The  rate  of  ten  per  cent  ad  valorem,  it  is  hoped 
will  not  be  deemed  immoderate  in  relation  to  the 
articles  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  it    It  is 
difficult  to  assign  rules  for  what  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  just  standard     But,  after  the  best 
consideration  which  the  Secretary  has  been  able 
to  bestow,  upon  it^  he  cannot  discover  tiukt  aoj 
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eal  inconTenience  is  likely^  permanently  to  result 
rom  the  extension  of  that  rate  to  the  eases  pro- 
osed.  The  addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
3  the  daty  of  the  mass  of  articles  now  rated  at 
Te  will  constitute  an  important,  though  not  an 
zcesnve  augmentation.  ffeTertheless,  it  is  pro- 
•osed  that  it  shall  he  only  temporary ;  and  tnere 
i  reasonable  ground  of  expectation  tnat  the  cause 
or  having  recourse  to  it  will  not  be  of  Terr  long 
ontinuanoe.  It  will  not  have  escaped  tne  ob- 
ervation  of  the  House  that  the  duties  which  were 
Qggested  in  the  Secretary's  report  on  that  sub- 
set, as  encouragements  to  manufactures,  are  for 
he  most  part  included  among  the  objects  of  this 
eport  It  may  tend  to  aroia  tiitm*e  embarrass- 
aent  if  sacb  abolitions  and  drawbacks  as  shall  be 
leemed  expedient,  with  a  view  to  promoting  ma- 
mfactures,  shall  accompany  the  establishment  and 
tppropriation  of  whateyer  further  duties  may  be 
aid  for  the  object  in  coDtem|dation.  And  it  may 
«  foond  oonyenient  to  qualify  the  appropriation 
>f  the  surplus  which  is  to  be  applied  to  that  ob- 
ect,  BO  as  to  let  in  such  other  appropriations 
luring  the  session  as  occurrences  may  suggest. 
\ii  estimate  of  the  additional  revenue  which  may 
)e  expected  from  the  proposed  duties  is'subjoipea. 
it  will  occur  to  the  House  that  the  credit  allowed 
lor  the  duties  will  require  an  anticipation  of  their 
product  by  a  temporary  loan,  for  whioh  provision 
n  the  law  will  be  requisite.  All  which  is  humbly 
mbmitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  ike  Treasury, 

BtUnuUe  of  probable  addUional  revenue  from  the 

proposed  duties. 

^ladeira  wine,  800,000  gallons,  average 

increase  12  oents  per  nJlon    -  -  $36,000 

Other  wines,  700,000  gallons,  average  in- 
crease 3  oents  per  gallon         -  -     21,000 
Distilled  spirits,  3,600,000  gallons,  aver- 
age increase,  allowing  for  proposed  de- 
duction from  the  duties  on  domestic 
spirits,  2  oents            -            .            -     72,000 
Salt,  from  the  equalizing  reffulation  pro- 
posed, will  probably  yield  one-sixth 
more,  or  2  ets.  per  bushel,  on  2,000,000 
bushels            ....     40,000 
Malt  liquors,  200,000  gallons,  at  2  1-2  cts.       6,000 
Nails  and  spikes,  1,800,000  lbs.,  at  1  cent     18,000 
Cocoa,  800,000  lbs.,  at  1  cent      -  -       8,000 
Playing  cards,  20.000  at  15  cents  |           -       8,000 
Other  enumerated  articles  ad  valorem,  at 

15  per  cent     .  .  ^  .     10,000 

increased  duty  on  articles  rated  perma- 
nently at  10  percent  ad  valorem,  com- 
puted at  $2,000,000  in  value  at  3  per 
cent    -  -  -  .  .     60,000 

Temporary  addition  of  2  1-2  per  cent  on 
the  articles  now  rated  at  6,  computed 
on  $10,000,000  -  -  -   260,000 

623,000 


DEFEAT  OF  QENERAL  ST.  OLAIR. 

Mr.  FnssnioNs,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedi- 
tion under  Major  General  St  Glair,  reported  that  the 
coQlmittee  had  proceeded  to  examine  all  the  papers 
funuahed  by  the  Executive  Department  relative 
thereto,  suodry  papers  and  accounts  furnished  by 
the  Treasury  sod  War  Departments,  with  explana- 
tions of  the  same  by  the  Heads  of  those  Depart- 
ments in  person,  to  bear  the  testimony  of  witnesses 
upon  oath,  and  written  remarks  by  General  St. 
Clair,  upon  the  facts  established  by  the  whole  evi- 
dence ;  and  that,  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries^  the 
committee  had  agreed  to  the  following  Report: 

The  contract  for  the  supplies  of  the  Army  on 
the  route  from  Fort  Pitt,  was  made  by  Theodo- 
sius  Fowler,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  bears  date  tl^e  2ath  day  of  October,  1790;  that, 
at  the  same  time,  a  bond,  in  the  nenalty  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  Walter  Living- 
ston and  John  Ck)chran  securities  thereto,  was  en- 
tered into  fbr  the  due  execution  of  the  contract; 
that  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1791,  the  con- 
tract was  wholly  transferred  from  the  said  Fow- 
ler to  William  Duer,  a  copy  of  which  trans- 
fer was  lo4ged  in  the  office  of  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  that,  by  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  bearing  date  the^25th  of  FebruaxT,  1791,  ad- 
dressed to  William  Duer,  it  appears  that  he  was 
considered  as  the  contractor ;  l^t  no  correspond- 
ence a|>pears  to  have  taken  plaoe  subaequently  to 
that  time  between  Theodosins  Fowler  and  either 
the  Treasury  or  War  Departments;  that  on  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1791,  a  contvact  was  entered 
into  by  William  Duer  with  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  supplying  the  troops  with  provisions  until 
their  arrival  at  Fort  Pitt;  and  at  Port  Pitt  a  bond 
was  at  the  same  time  entered  into  by  the  said 
William  Duer  for  the  due  exeention  of  the  said 
contract,  in  the  penalty  of  four  diousand  dollars, 
without  any  security  whatsoever;  that  the  aet 
making  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
receiv^  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  3d  of  March,  1791 ;  that  Ge- 
neral St.  Clair  was  appointed  Gommander-in-Chief 
of  the  Army  destined  for  the  expedition  on  the  4th 
day  of  the  same  month,  and  on  the  28th  left  Phi- 
ladelphia, for  Fort  Pitt,  at  which  place  he  arrived 
the  16th  day  of  April,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  Lexington,  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton, where  he  arrived  on  the  15th  day  of  May. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  General  at 
Fort  Washington,  the  garriacm  there  consisted  of 
75  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  fit  for 
duty ;  the  garrison  at  Fort  Harmar,  of  45 ;  at  Fort 
Steuben,  of  61 ;  at  Fort  Knox,  of  83 ;  and  on  the 
15th  day  of  July,  the  whole  of  the  first  United 
States  regiment,  amounting  to  299  non-commii- 
sioned  officers  and  privates,  arrived  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, under  orders  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  General  Butler  was  appointed  the  second 
in  command  in  the  month  of  March,  and  immedi- 
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ately  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  recruiting,  service ;  that  ne  arrived 
in  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  the  20th 
of  April,  and  continued  there  till  the  30th  of  the 
same  month ;  that  he  arrived  at  Carlisle,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  9th  of  May,  and  at 
Fort  Pitt  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  It  ap- 
pears that  no  moneys  for  purchasing  supplies  were 
xamished  at  Carlisle,  which  was  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous for  the  enlisted  soldiery,  on  the  9th  of 
May ;  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  agent  for  the  contract- 
or, was  actively  engaged  in  furnishing  supplies  for 
the  troops,  on  credit. 

It  appears,  by  letters  from  John  Kean,  another, 
of  the  contractor's  agents,  that  no  moneys  had 
been  received  by  him  on  the  8th  of  May ;  and  it 
appears  that  on  the  23d  of  March,  there  was  ad- 
vanced to  William  Duer,  upon  the  last-mentioned 
oqntract,  from  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars;  that  there  was  advanced  upon 
the  first-mentioned  contract,  the  sum  of  seventy 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  following  sums,  and  at  the 
following  dates,  to  wit :  March  22,  ten  thousand 
dollars;  April  7,  fifteen  thousand  dollars;  April 
25,  fifteen  thousand  dollars ;  May  7,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars ;  July  20,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  of  Oeneral 
Butler  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  the  9th  of 
May  to  the  9th  of  June,  repeated  complaints  were 
maae  of  fatal  mismanaffements  and  neglects  in  the 
Quartermaster's  and  Military  Stores  department, 
particularly  as  to  tents,  knapsacks,  camp-kettles, 
cartridge  tioxes,  pack-saddles,  &c.,  all  of  which  ar- 
ticles were  deficient  in  quantity,  and  bad  in  Quali- 
ty ;  the  pack-saddles,  particularly,  were  made  in 
Philadelphia,  which,  with  the  transportation 
amounted  to  more  than  double  the  price  at  which 
they  might  have  been  procured  at  Fort  Pitt,  and 
were  found,  upon  examination,  to  be  imfit  for  use ; 
the  arms  sent  forward  appear  not  to  have  been 
duly  examined,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  extremely 
out  of  order,  and  many  totally  unfit  for  use :  which 
circumstance  rendered  repairs  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  added  to  the  delay  of  the  troops  at  Fort 
Pitt. 

It  appears  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  powder 
auppliea  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  was  not  of  good 
quality,  though  an  experiment  was  made  by  Ma- 
jor Ferffuson,  at  Fort  Pitt,  with  a  howitz,  who 
reported  in  &vor  of  the  quality  of  the  powder. 
On  the  9th  of  June,  General  Neville,  aiK)ther  of 
the  contractor's  agents,  informed  General  Butler, 
that  he  had  not  at  that  time  received  any  moneys 
from  the  contractors  for  the  purchase  of  provi- 
sions, &c  for  the  troops,  and  was  obliged  to  sup- 
ply them  on  credit;  that  the  country  fhmished 
provisions  in  abundance  at  a  cheap  rate  when 
money  was  had  for  the  purchase ;  that  shortly  af- 
ter this  information  was  communicated  to  General 
Butler,  at  his  request  four  hundred  dollars  were 
advanced  to  General  NeviUe  by  the  Quartermaster, 
for  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the  troops. 

The  troops  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  in  the  following 
order,  to  wit :  May  16,  Captain  Slough,  69  men  ; 
May  18,  Captain  Powers,  78  men ;  ftfay  19,  Cap- 
tain Cribbs,  40  men^  same  day,  Captain  Gutn- 


rie,  23  men  ;  May  26,  Captain  Armatrong,  76iaeB; 
same  day.  Captain  Kirkwood,  67  men ;  M&y  % 
Captain  Snowden  101  men ;  Jane-  2,  Captak 
Sparks,  83  men ;  June  3,  Captain  Butler,  61  mes: 
same  day.  Captain  Brock,  82  men;  same  div. 
Captain  Van  Swearingen,  88  men ;  June  5,  dp- 
tain  Pike,  73  men ;  total,  including  officen  tod 
privates,  842  men :  and  left  that  i£ee  in  the  foi- 
lowing  order:  Major  Ferguson,  with  Gafittii 
Armstrong's  company,  about  the  1st  of  Joce; 
Captain  Snowden,  with  the  troops  under  hii  coo- 

mand,  on  the  —  day  of ;  Major  Gaither,  witk 

about  500  men,  12th  of  July;  and  on  the  2*2dQf 
August,  the  last  of  the  troops,  under  the  commas^ 
of  Captain  Phelon,  and  General  Batler,  with  tk 
Quartermaster  General,  on  the  26th  of  Augnft 

It  appears  that  General  Butler  had  orders  fron 
the  Department  of  War  to  protect  the  fnntien 
with  the  troops  under  his  command ;  and  tlut  ti» 
delays  in  sending  ^forward  the  troops  from  Fet 
Pitt,  arose  partly  from  that  drcumstanoe,  aaj 
partly  from  the  temporary  want  of  supplies  of 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  and  mm  tbi 
want  of  the  necessary  boats  for  their  transporti- 
tion,  which  were  not  in  readiness  as  soon  u  the 
troops  were.  It  appears  that  General  Butler  acted 
with  ability,  activity,  and  seal,  in  his  command  s 
Fort  Pitt,  and  that  the  delays  of  the  troops  then 
cannot  be  imputed  to  his  want  of  jud^ent  or  hii 
want  of  exertion.  The  troops  met  with  consider- 
able difficulties  and  delays  in  going  down  the 
river,  from  the  low  state  of  the  water,  and  anired 
at  Fort  'Washington  in  the  following  order:  Cap- 
tain Munford,  £rom  North  Carolina,  with  abovt  50 

men,  on  the  —  day  of ;   Major  Fergiw* 

with  Captain  Armstrong's  company^  on  the — d^ 

of ;  Major  Gaither,  with  the  troops  under  his 

command,  on  the  —  day  of ;  Colonel  DaAc 

with  the  troops  under  liis  command,  on  the— dar 

of ;  and  the  Kentucky  militia,  on  the  —  daj 

of . 

The  Army,  consisting  of  abont  2,000  tum<a^ 
missioned  oncers  and  privates,  moved  from  Fort 
Washington,  by  orders  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  to  a  place  about  five  or  six  miles  froa 
thence,  called  Ludlow's  Station,  where  thev  coa- 
tinued  till  the  17th  day  of  September;  at  vhid 
time,  the  whole  Army  amounted  to  aboat  2,300 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  fit  for  dotj; 
that  the  price  of  rations  at  Fort  Washington, 
agreeably  to  contract,  was  6S-90ths  of  a  dollar  per 
ration ;  the  price  of  rations  at  Ludkw's  Statxa 
was  15^90th  of  a  dollar  per  ration  y  that  the  b- 
ducements  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  ths 
movement  appear  to  have  been,  to  famish  gretf 
forage  for  the  horses  and  beef  cattle  for  the  Amj, 
to  instruct  the  soldiery  in  field  ezereise  and  othff 
necessary  discipline,  and  to  deprive  them  of  ue 
means  of  intoxication,  which  were  very  plentiftUy 


rigid 
discipline  was  found  incompetent. 

Mr.  Hodgdon  was  appointed  Quartwmwstff 
General  in  Uie  month  of  March,  and  oontinoed  a^ 
Philadelphia  until  the  4th  of  June ;  he  then  pio- 
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eded  to  Fort  Pitt,  where  he  arrived  the  lOtb  of 
e  same  month.  No  sufficient  cauaes  have  ap- 
lared  to  the  committee  to  jostify  this  delay,  and 
B  presenee  with  the  Army  appears  to  have  been 
sentially  neeesaary  previoaaly  to  that  time;  the 
ities  of  the  Commander^in-Qiief  were  much  in- 
eased  in  conaequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Quar- 
rmaster  GreoeFal,  and  after  a  continued  expectation 
'  his  arrival  at  Fort  Washington,  for  more  than 
t  weeks,  the  Commander*in-Chief  gave  him  ez- 
'ess  ordera,  by  letter,  to  repair  to  camp  without 
iUy.  The  receipt  of  the  letter  is  acknowledged, 
it  the  ordera  contained  therein  were  neither  an- 
vered  nor  obeyed,  and  his  arrival  at  camp  was 
>t  until  the  tenth  of  September.  The  Comman- 
ir-in-Chief,  until  that  time,  in  addition  to  the  du- 
es of  his  office,  discharged  those  of  the  Quarter- 
laater  General :  and  the  military  stores  furnished 
J  that  Department  were  so  deficient,  from  mis- 
lanagement  and  neglect,  that  many  things  essen- 
al  to  the  movements  of  the  Army,  were  either 
'holly  made  or  repaired  at  Fort  Washington,  and 
ren  the  toola  for  the  arti6cers  to  work  with,  the 
tuartermaater  particularly  informed  the  Comman- 
er-in-Chief,  that  two  complete  traveling  forges 
rere  sent  forward,  and  upon  examination,  both  of 
bem  were  found  to  be  without  an  anvil.  Many 
ther  things,  equally  necessary,  were  either  wholly 
mitted,  or  unfit  for  their  intended  use. 

There  were  six  hundred  and  seventy^^five  stand 
farms  at  Fort  Washington,  the  first  of  June^  and 
aost  of  them  totally  out  of  repair.  The  Comman- 
ler-in-Chief  appears  to  have  been  correct  and  at- 
d&tive  ill  all  his  communications  with  the  Secre- 
vy  of  War,  and  to  have  discharged  the  various  du- 
ies  whkh  devolved  upon  him  with  ability,  activity, 
lod  zeal. 

The  Army  moved  from  Ludlow's  Station,  on 
he  seventeenth  day  of  September,  and  arrived  at 
he  place  where  Fort  Hamilton  is  now  erected  on 

he day  of  — ;  thev  employed  about  fifteen 

lays  building  that  fort,  and  then  proceeded  on  their 
narch  to  the  place  where  Fort  Jefferson  is  now 
irected,  forty-four  miles  distant  from  Fort  Hamil- 
ton, where  tiiey  arrived  on  the day  of  Oeto- 

)er,  and  commenced  their  march  from  that  place  on 
ihe  twenty.fourth  of  the  same  month ;  that  the 
^nay  at  this  time  consisted  of  ■  ■  non-com- 
nissioned  officers  and  privates  fit  for  duty.  At  this 
time  the  Army  had  not  more  than  three  days'  sup- 
ply of  flour,  and  were  sometimes  at  one-fourth,  and 
Mmetimes  at  one-half  allowance  of  that  article,  the 
deficiencies  of  which  allowance  were  made  up  by 
increasing  the  quantity  of  beef,  with  which  they 
were  plentifully  supplied.  The  Armv  was  delayed 
five  or  six  days  on  the  march  from  Fort  Jefferson 
for  the  want  of  provisions,  and  the  season  was  so 
ur  advanced  that  sufficient  green  forage  for  the 
horses,  could  not  be  procured,  from  which  circum- 
stance many  of  the  horses  were  totally  lost,  and 
others  rendered  unfit  for  service. 

The  orders  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  pro- 
^^  with  the  expedition,  were  express  and  une- 
qnivoci],  so  much  so,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
loittee,  to  preclude  the  Commander-in-Chief  from 
«ierciaiog  any  discretion  relatively  to  that  object. 


On  the  31st  of  October  about  sixty  of  the  Ken- 
tucky militia  deserted  in  a  body,  the  first  regiment 
consisting  of  about  three  hundred  effective  men 
waa  detached  with  a  view  to  cover  a  convoy  of 
provisions  which  waa  expected,  and  which  it  was 
supposed  was  in  danger  from  the  deserted  militia 
and  to  prevent  further  desertions.  On  the  3d  of 
November,  after  detaching  the  first  regiment,  the 
Army  conaisted  of  about  fourteen  hundred  effec- 
tive men,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  about  half 
an  hour  after  'aunrlse,  a  general  attack  was  com- 
menced and  in  a  few  minutes  thereafter  nearly  the 
whole  Army  waa  surrounded  by  the  enemy ;  the  ac- 
tion continued  about  four  hours,  during  which  seve- 
ral charges  were  made  by  part  of  the  Army,  which 
caused  the  epemy  to  give  way,  but  produced  no 
good  effect;  the  attack  was  unexpected,  the  troops 
having  been  just  dismiased  from  the  morning  pa^ 
rade;  it  commenced  upon  the  militia  who  were 
in  advance  of  the  main  Army,  and  who  fled  through 
the  main  Army,  without  firing  a  gun:  this  cir- 
cumstance threw  the  troops  into  some  disorder, 
which,  it  appears,  they  never  completely  recovered 
during  the  action ;  the  fire  of  the  Army  waa  con- 
stant, but  not  well  directed ;  and  it  appears  that  a 
part  of  the  troops  behaved  aa  well  as  could  be  ex- 
pected from  theur  state  of  discipline,  and  the  man- 
ner and  suddenness  of  the  attack.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief appears  to  have  been  cool  and 
deliberate  in  the  whole  of  the  action,  and  the  offi- 
cers in  general  active  and  intrepid.  The  whole 
order  of  march,  aa  far  as  the  Committee  are  capa- 
ble of  expressing  an  opinion,  appears  to  have  been 
judkions,  and  the  ground  for  action  well  chosen. 
The  retreat  was  disorderly  in  the  extreme;  after 
it  commenced,  no  ordera  were  obeyed,  if  any  were 
given,  the  men  having  loat  all  regard  to  discipline, 
or  control ;  all  the  precaution  appears  to  have  been 
taken  for  the  aafety  and  comfort  of  the  wounded, 
which  the  circumatances  of  the  case  would  admit 
of. 

The  Committee  have  had  no  competent  evidence 
before  them  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the  enemy 
in  action ;  there  were  various  conjectures. aa  to  the 
number,  from  different  persons,  from  five  hundred 
the  lowest  to  one  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  the 
highest. 

Mr.  Barton,  a  witness  examined  by  the  Com- 
mittee, conversed  with  a  chief  at  Niagara  who  waa 
in  the  action,  and  was  by  him  informed  that  the 
number  of  the  enemy  in  action  was  one  thousand 
and  forty,  and  that  six  hundred  more  had  convened, 
but  were  engaged  in  hunting,  at  the  time  of  the 
action.  He  was  also  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
not  collected  in  any  considerable  numbers  until  a 
few  days  before  the  action;  this  information  ap- 
pears to  be  corroborated  by  some  other  eircnra- 
stances  suflkient  to  induce  a  belief  of  the  fact  in  the 
Committee, 

The  contractor  for  supplies,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  contract,  was  to  furnish  horses,  d&c.,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  supplies;  in  this  condi- 
tion of  the  contract  there  was  a  total  failure,  which 
compelled  the  Commander-<in-Chief  to  direct  be- 
tween six  and  seven  hundred  horses  to  be  pur- 
chaaed  by  Israel  Ludlow,  one  of  the  contractor's 
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a^nU ;  to  draw  bills  on  Mr.  Daer,  the  acting  con- 
tractor, for  payment,  which  bills  endorsed  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  to  the  amount  of  about  seven- 
teen tiiousand  dollars,  were  protested  by  the  con- 
tractor  and  paid  at  the  Treasury.  The  persons 
employed  by  the  agents  of  the  contractor  to  drive 
the  horses,  appear  to  have  been  totally  unacquainted 
with  that  business,  and  from  the  want  of  bells, 
hopples,  and  other  necessaries  of  that  kind,  as  well 
as  from  other  gross  mismanagement,  many  of  the 
horses  were  lost,  and  others  rendered  unfit  for  ser- 
vice ;  from  which  causes  there  were  not  pack-horses 
sufficient  to  transport  the  neoessanr  quantity  of 
dour  from  Fort  Washington,  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  on  their  march;  this  circumstance  retarded 
the  execution  of  the  expedition. 

The  officers,  agreeably  to  the  terms  ol  contract, 
had  an  election  of  drawing  the  whole  of  the  rations 
to  which  their  rank  entitled  them,  or  of  receiving 
the  contract  price  of  them  in  cash  ;  the  contractor's 
agents  not  being  furnished  with  money  for  this 
purpose,  gave  rise  to  a  general  order  by  which  the 
officers  were  directed .  to  receive  a  certificate  from 
the  contractor's  agent,  called  a  due  hill,  of  one  of 
which  bills  the  following  is  a  copy : 

*'  Due  Major  H.  Gaither  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  complete  rationi,  on  the  route  to  Miami  village,  as 
appears  from  Mr.  Wilson's  oertificat& 

MATT.  ERNEST, 
for  WIU  DUE£L 
**  FoET  Washinqtoi^  November  27, 1790." 

This  due  bill  issued  upon  the  officer's  signing 
some  acknowledgment  of  satisfiiction  for  his  whole 
retained  rations,  which  acknowledgment  of  satisfac- 
tion forms  a  voucher  for  settlement  to  the  contrac- 
tor, with  the  Treasurr  Department ;  and  the  ofilcer 
is  refused  payment  for  these  due-bills  at  tiie  Pay 
Office.  All  casualties,  by  which  these  evidences  of 
debt  become  lost  or  destroyed,  are  the  gain  of  the 
contractor  and  the  loss  of  the  officer. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
though  not  with  positive  certainty  that  a  sufficient 
iMim  will  be  found  due  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
contractors  upon  a  final  settiement,  to  cover  all 
these  debts  to  the  officers ;  the  general  order,  which 
had  the  operation  before  stated,  continued  in  force 
about  five  or  six  weeks,  and  was  abolished  about 
.the  19th  of  October.  The  privates  of  the  levies 
received  but  three  dollars  pay  each,  from  the  time 
of  their  respective  enlistments  to  ti^  time  of  their 
respective  discharges,  and  were  actually  discharged 
without  farther  pay  or  settlement;  notes  of  dis- 
charge were  given  them,  specifying  the  time  of 
their  service  and  bearing  endorsations  that  some 
advancements  had  been  made  to  them  in  account, 
without  stating  the  amount,  the  object  of  which 
is  suggested  to  have  been  to  prevent  transfers ;  the 
intended  effect  was  not  produced  by  the  measure ; 
the  notes  were  sold  for  trifling  considerations ;  the 
real  sums  due  on  the  notes  were  various,  from  ten 
to  twenty-five  dollars,  and  they  were  frequently 
sold  for  five  dollars,  or  one  gallon  of  whiskey ;  the 
moneys  for  the  pay  of  the  levies,  did  not  leave 
Philadelphia  till  4th  December,  nor  arrive  at  Fort 
Washington  till  3d  of  January,  1792.  Some  time 
after  the  last  enlisted  levies  were  known  to  he  en- 


titled to  their  discharges;  two  reasons  wma. 
signed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  this  deUy  «f 
payment,  the  one  because  there  was  do  reoQ« 
Paymaster  in  the  Army,  and  the  diflkolties  oftnas. 
mitting  moneys  to  the  Army  at  so  great  a  dUuae, 
in  oonsequenee  of  the  want  of  such  an  oflker;  the 
other  because  it  was  supposed  the  Army  wodU  r 
at  that  time  at  the  Miami  village,  so  far  adTgocei 
in  the  mldemess  as  not  to  admit  of  the  pnaio- 
bility  of  discharging  the  levie8,«the  total  def« 
of  the  Army  not  having  been  previously  coasted 
upon. 

The  clothing  for  the  levies  appears  to  lure  1k» 
of  a  very  inferior  quality,  particularly  coats,  ki 
and  shoes,  the  last  of  whi«^,  in  many  cases,  UsM 
not  more  than  four  days,  and  better  clotbinf  wa 
furnished  upon  their  enlisting  into  the  regnlv  kn 
vice,  which  was  for  a  time  coontenanced  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Various  modes  appear  to  have  been  panned  bf 
the  officers  in  enlisting  the  levies,  which  ooetsioBd 
great  uneasiness  and  some  oonfusion;  a€OluidE^ 
able  part  of  the  Virginia  battalion  was  eo  enlstej 
that  the  terms  of  their  enlistments  appear  to  \m 
expired  the  first  of  November;  the  orden  to  iv 
recruiting  officers  appear  not  to  have  been  ws&.- 
ciently  explicit  upon  this  pcnnt,  whether  the  tens 
of  enlistment  were  to  commence  at  the  time  of  » 
listment,  or  at  the  arrivid  at  a  place  of  reodezrou 
The  militia  were  principally  substitutes,  and  touiy 
ungovernable,  and  regardless  of  military  datr  «r 
subordination.  It  appears  that  the  Comnuuider-iB- 
Chief  had  it  in  contemplation  to  commeDce  the 
expedition  at  least  one  month  earlier  than  it  w 
commenced,  with  the  few  be  then  had,  whieh  wss 
not  Tery  diiSerent  from  the  real  force  in  aftiM. 
but  was  prevented  for  the  want  of  the  Qnartvf- 
master  and  contractor,  and  in  oonsequenee  of  tiw 
extreme  defidencies  and  derangement  of  the  busi- 
ness of  their  Departments,  the  person  sent  fonnni 
by  the  Quartermaster  being  totally  incompeteDt  to 
the  buslhess ;  and  the  contractor's  agents  sot  beo; 
sufficiently  supplied  with  money  to  enable  theo  to 
execute  their  dutiea 

it  appears  to  the  Committee  that  in  the  wilder- 
ness  where  vegetables  are  not  to  be  had,aiHltbe 
duties  of  the  soldier  uncommonly  bard,  the  t^ 
allowed  by  law,  if  completely  supplied,  are  in^* 
ficient.  This  circumsUnoe,  with  others,  produced 
discontent  and  desertion  among  the  soldiers. 

It  appears  to  the  Committee  that  there  were  ap- 
propriated for  the  use  of  the  War  Department,  w 
the  year  1791,  the  sum  of  #662,761  61,  and  U 
there  have  been  advanced  by  the  Treasory  to  »e 
War  Department,  upon  that  appropriation,  |57$,906 
57,  to  wit : 

February,  1791,  advanced  -        -      .  -  %\^^^  Z 
--      -     •^'    -      '        -  46.00-2  20 

100,106  20 

80,109  ^ 

14,105  39 
14,554  59 
14,796  53 

ISO' 
107  33 


March,       do 

do 

April,         do 

do 

May,           do 

do 

June,          do 

do 

July,          do 

do 

August,     do 

do 

September,do 

do 

October     do 

do 

November,  do 

do 
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loary,  1792, 
t)ruary,  do 
rch,       do 


do 
do 
do 


.    38,753  00 

-  43^62  61 

-  1,741  16 


\nioanting  to  .  -  -  419,311  10 

To  which   add   moneys   borrowed 

m  the  Bank  of  North  America,  on 

n,  without  interest,  -  -  166,595  56 


575,906  57 


\nd  that  the  Treasury  has  always  been  in  readi- 
es to  make  the  reqiUMite  advances,  upon  the  re- 
est  6f  the  Secretary  of  War.    It  does  not  appear 

the  Committee  in  what  manner  and  to  what 
lount  these  advancements  have  been  disbursed, 
3  accounts  not  having  been  yet  settled  at  the 
easury ;  nor  was  it  possible,  from  the  nature  of 
&  case,  that  they  could  at  this  time  have  received 
y  conclusive  or  satisfactory  information  on  that 
int. 

From  the  foregoing  state  of  facts,  the  Commit- 
e  suggest  the  following  as  the  principal  causes,  in 
eir  opinion,  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition 
ider  Mnjor  General  St.  Clair. 
The  dehiy  in  furnishing  the  materials  for,  and  in 
issiog  the  act  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers, 
le  time  after  the  passing  of  which  was  hardly 
ifficient  to  complete  and  discipline  an  Army  for 
ich  an  expedition,  during  the  summer  months  of 
le  same  year. 

The  delays  consequent  upon  the  gross  and  vari- 
es mismanagements  and  neglects  in  the  Quarter- 
iaster*s  and  Contractor's  Departments,  the  lateness 
f  the  season  at  which  the  expedition  was  under- 
iken,  the  U'een  forage  having  been  previously  de- 
Lroyed  by  the  frost,  so  that  a  sufficiency  of  subsis- 
snce  for  the  horses  necessary  for  the  Army  could 
ot  be  procured. 

The  want  of  discipline  and  experience  in  the 
roops. 

The  Committee  conceive  it  but  justice  to  the 
*ommander-in-Cbief,  to  say,  that  in  their  opinion, 
(le  failure  of  the  late  expedition  can  in  no  respect 
«  imputed  to  his  conduct,  either  at  any  time  be- 
ore  or  during  the  action ;  but  that  as  his  conduct 
^  all  the  preparatory  arrangements,  was  marked 
t^ith  peculiar  ability  and  zeal,  so  his  conduct  dur- 
Qg  the  action  furnished  strong  testimonies  of  his 
oolneas  and  intrepidity. 

The  Committee  suggest,  as  reasons  for  leaving 
he  numbers  of  the  troops  at  particular  periods, 
ind  the  dates  of  some  facts,  blank,  the  want  of 
tafiicient  time  to  complete  the  Report  with  minute- 
^eas,  and  in  some  instances  the  want  of  the  neces- 
»ry  evidence. 

The  said  Report  being  read, 
,  ^*olv€d^  That  this  House  will,  early  in  the  next  sea- 
son, proceed  to  take  the  same  into  consideration. 


COURT  OF  INQUIRY  ON  GEN.  HARMAR. 


Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  held  at  the  special 
request  of  Brigadier  General  Josiah  Habmab,  to  in- 
vestigate bis  conduct  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the 


Expedition  against  the  Miami  Indians,  1790,  the 
same  having  been  transmitted  by  Major  General  St. 
Clais  to  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Department  of  War. 

Fort  Washiicgtoii,  September  24, 1791. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
which  sat,  agreeably  to  the  General'  Order  of  the 
14th  instant,  ''to  inquire  into  the  personal  conduct 
of  Brigadier  General  Harmer,  ComWnding  Offi- 
cer on  the  late  expedition  against  the  Miami  In- 
dians." 

The  Court  have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  in- 
vestigate the  subjects  committed  to  them,  and  have 
expected  that  some  persons  would  have  attended 
from  Kentucky  on  the  occasion,  as  mentioned  in 
your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  15th.  Finding  no 
personal  evidence  come  forward  from  that  quar- 
ter, this  day  closed  their  proceedings,  and  present 
to  your  Excellency  their  opinion,  as  specially  di- 
rected. 

There  are  some  depositions  handed  in,  but  as 
they  are  not  authenticated  under  the  seal  of  any 
Court  of  Record,  or  by  the  Prothonotary  of  any 
county,  the  Court  conceive  they  can  only  subjoin 
them  to  the  proceedings  for  information  to  your 
Excellency,  as  they  have  been  to  the  Court  They 
are  numbered  1, 2,  3,  and  4. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yoor 
Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  BUTLER, 
Major  General,  President 

His  Excellency  Maj.  Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair. 

Proeeedingn  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  held  at  Fort 
Waehington,  September  16,  1791,  agreeably  to 
the  Order  of  the  lUh  instant^  of  which  the  folr* 
lowing  is  a  copy : 

**  A  Court  of  Inquiry,  of  which  Major  General 
BtJTLER  is  appointed  President,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Gibson  and  Darke  members,  will  sit 
to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  at  the  southeast  block- 
house. Port  Washington." 

Major  General  Richard  Butler,  President. 

Lieutenant  Colonels  George  Gibson,  and  Wil- 
LiAU  Darke,  Members, 

After  Orders. 

Headquarters,  September  14. 

Lieutenant  Warren,  of  the  Second  United 
States  Regiment,  is  appointed  to  record  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  directed  to  ait  at 
Fort  Washington  by  the  orders  of  this  day. 

W.  SARGENT,  Adgutant  General 

The  Court  met  agreeably  to  the  above  order,  and 
were  duly  sworn  according  to  law. 

The  following  Letter  was  read  from  his  Excel- 
lency Major  General  St  Clair,  directed  to  Major 
General  Butler,  President  of  the  Court  of  In- 
quiry : 

Fort  Washington,  September^  16,  1791. 

Sir:  The  Court  of  which  you  are  appointed 
President  is  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
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into  the  condaet  of  Brigadier  General  Harmar,  the 
CoiDmanding  Officer  upon  the  late  expedition  against 
the  Miami  Indians. 

In  the  coarse  of  your  investigations,  all  the  cir- 
eumstances  of  the  campaign  irom  the  time  the 
Army  departed  until  it  returned  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton are  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  These 
will  embrace  the  personal  conduct  of  the  General ; 
the  organization  of  the  Army ;  the  orders  of  march, 
encampment,  and  battle;  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced tlie  detachments  of  the  14th,  the  19th, 
and  21st  of  CXstober ;  and  whether  the  said  detach- 
ments were  duly  supported,  and,  if  not,  the  rea- 
sons which  prevented  the  said  support.  The  Arti- 
cles of  War  specify  that  Courts  of  Inquiry  shall 
not  give  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of  any  case, 
excepting  they  shall  be  specially  thereto  required. 
This  seems  to  be  one  of  the  cases  in  which  an 
opinion  is  requisite;  you  will,  therefore,  please,  sir, 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Court  on  all  and  every  of 
the  points  above  specified,  and  convey  the  same  to 
me  when  the  inquiry  shall  be  closed. 

Some  witnesses  have  been  expected  from  Ken- 
tucky. Whether  they  will  attend  or  not,  I  cannot 
inform  the  Court;  but  the  principal  officers  of  the 
militia  who  served  in  the  Army  of  General  Har- 
mar have  had  notice  that  the  Court  would  meet  this 
day.  I  have  heard  from  none  of  them,  excepting 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Trotter,  who  writes  to  me  that 
his  attendance  is  doubtful;  that  Colonel  Hall  is 
gone  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and  he  believes  Colonel 
McMullen  likewise. 

Brigadier  General  Harmar  being  called  upon  for 
his  evidences,  furnished  the  Court  with  a  list  of  per- 
sons; whereupon,  the  Court  ordered  them  to  be 
summoned  to  attend. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  3  o^cIock 
P.M. 

Three  o*clock,  P.  M. 

The  Court  met  agreeably  to  adjournment 
The  gentlemen  who  were  summoned  not  being 
ready  to  give  in  their  evidences,  the  Court  adjourn- 
ed to  meet  at  9  o'clock  to-giorrow  morning. 

September  16. 

The  Court  met  agreeably  to  adjournment,  and 
Major  Ferguson  being  called. in  and  sworn,  de- 

?osed  as  follows:  That,  sometime  about  the  15th 
uly,  it  was  determined  to  carry  on  an  expedition 
against  the  Miami  villages.  One  thousand  militia 
from  Kentucky,  and  five  hundred  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  what  could  be  collected  of  the  1st 
United  States  regiment,  and  one  company  of  ar- 
tillery, was  to  form  the  Army.  The  militia  from 
Kentucky  began  to  assemble  at  Fort  Washington 
about  the  middle  of  September.  Those  were  very 
ill  equipped,  being  almost  destitute  of  camp  ket- 
tles and  axes;  nor  coiild  a  supply  of  these  essen- 
tial articles  be  procured.  Their  arms  were  gene- 
rally very  bad,  and  unfit  for  service.  That,  as  he 
was  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Artillery,  they 
came  under  his  inspection,  in  making  what  repairs 
the  time  would  permit;  and,  as  a  specimen  of  their 
badness,  he  informed  the  Court  that  a  rifle  was 
brought  to  be  repaired  without  a  lock,  and  another 
without  a  stock*    That  he  asked  the  owners  what 


induced  them  to  think  that  those  guns  conli 
be  repaired  at  that  time,  and  they  gave  lum  for 
answer  that  they  were  told  in  Kentucky  that  iC 
repairs  would  be  made  at  Fort  Washington.  M> 
ny  of  the  officers  told  him  that  they  had  no  idei  fi 
their  being  half  the  number  of  l>ad  arms  in  tiie 
whole  district  of  Kentucky  as  were  then  in  v^ 
hands  of  their  men.  As  soon  as  the  princlpil  piTt 
of  the.  Kentucky  militia  arrived,  the  GenenJ  begc 
to  organize  them.  In  this,  he  had  many  dilBcdtiM 
to  encounter. 

Colonel  Trotter  aspired  to  the  commani  (al- 
though Colonel  Hardin  was  Uie  eldest  ofiieer.J  ri 
in  this  he  was  encouraged  both  by  men  and  ofi- 
cers,  who  openly  declared  unless  Colonel  Trettfr 
commanded  them,  they  would  return  home.  Af- 
ter two  or  three  days,  the  business  was  seUled, 
and  they  were  formed  into  three  battaliona,  mjce; 
the  command  of  Colonel  Trotter,  and  Col*^. 
Hardin  had  the  command  of  all  tJie  militia.  A« 
soon  as  they  were  arranged,  they  were  nmstert'i 
crossed  the  Ohio,  and  on  the  26th  marched  a^i 
encamped  about  ten  miles  from  Fort  Washingti-. 
The  last  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  arrived  <■•: 
the  25th  of  September.  These  were  eqnippcil 
nearly  as  the  Kentuckians,  but  were  worse  anri 
several  were  without  any.  The  General  ordered 
all  the  arms  in  store  to  be  delivered  to  those  vt] 
had  none,  and  those  whose  guns  could  not  be  rr- 
paired.  Amongst  the  militia  were  a  great  dusj 
harldly  able  to  bear  arms,  such  as  old  infirm  men 
and  young  boys.  They  were  not  such  as  mi^t 
be  expected  from  a  frontier  country,  viz :  the  siS37» 
active  woodsmen,  well  accustomed  to  arms^  eage 
and  alert  to  revenge  the  injuries  done  them  u^ 
their  connexions.  No;  there  were  a  great  noo- 
ber  of  them  substitutes,  who  probably  bad  oever 
fired  a  gun.  Major  Paul,  of  Pennsylvania,  loM 
him  (Major  Fei^uson)  that  many  of  his  men  vtrt 
BO  awkward  that  they  could  not  take  their  ^' 
locks  off  to  oil  them  and  put  them  on  agaiiu  dot 
could  they  put  their  flints  so  as  to  be  useful ;  tai 
even  of  such  materials  the  numbers  came  fu 
short  of  what  was  ordered,  as  may  be  seen  br  tbc 
returns. 

That,  on  the  3l8t  September,  the  General,  ^W" 
the  Continental  troops,  marched  from  Port  \Vi<k« 
ington  to  join  Colonel  Hardin,  who  had  adraoce^ 
into  the  country  for  the  sake  of  food  for  thecittie 
and  to  open  the  road  for  the  artillery.  On  the  3d 
October  the  whole  Army  joined,  and  were  arwngw 
in  order  of  march,  encampment,  and  battl&  T^ 
would  appear  by  the  Orderly-Book,  with  this  dife- 
ence  in  the  encampment,  the  space  they  were  to 
occupy  when  in  order  of  battle,  which  was  to  be 
open,  was  always  to  be  filled  up  with  their  fire$, 
nor  were  any  intervals  to  be  left  between  baiul- 
ions.  This  was  done  to  prevent  in  some  measure 
the  cattle  and  horses  from  getting  out  of  caioP' 
and  the  sentinels  round  camp  had  orders  not  to 
let  the  cattle  or  horses  pass  out  after  dark,  jas^  ^ 
fore  which  time  they  were  brought  within  th«ir 
fires.  Those  precautions,  aided  by  the  care  and  in- 
dustry of  Mr.  Wells  and  his  assistants  succeed- 
ed well  in  preventing  loss  of  cattle.  He  (depo- 
nent) was  informed  there  were  only  two  oxen  1-^^ 
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om  the  time  the  whole  army  took  ap  the  line  of 
arch  until  it  returned  to  Fort  Washington ;  but 
I  was  sorry  to  say,  it  was  not  the  case  with  the 
ick-horsea,  the  generality  of  the  people  employed 

that  department  were  ignorant  of  their  duty, 
dolent,  and  inactive ;  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of 
te  General  to  remedy  these  defects.  The  short- 
is&  of  the  time  for  assembling  and  organizing  the 
rmy  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  look  about  and 
tlect  Qt  characters ;  be  was  of  course  obliged  to 
ke  those  that  offered.  After  he  was  in  the  woods, 
was  out  of  his  power  to  exchange  them  for  bet- 
r,  and  punishments  for  neglect  of  duty  were  out 
I  the  question.  The  principles  upon  which  the 
orses  were  employed  induced  the  drivers  who 
ere  chieflv  partners  in  the  business  to  lose  and 
Iherwise  destroy  them,  rather  than  return  them 
)  their  owners.  By  this  means,  the  proprietors 
ad  a  high  appraisement  paid  them  for  their  horses 
nd  duly  pay  for  services  until  they  were  lost 
\y  adding  to  the  above  the  negligence  of  senti- 
els,  he  accounted  for  the  number  of  horses  lost, 
rbich,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  out  of  Qeueral  Har- 
lar's  power  to  prevent 

After  the  Army  was  arranged,  they  continued 
bcir  march,  without  any  material  occurrence, 
intil  the  13th,  when  the  horse  fell  in  with  two 
ndians,  and  took  one  of  them  prisoner,  who  in- 
»nned  them  that  the  Indians  were  not  in  force  at 
he  Maumee  villaee.  This  day  they  reached  a 
»lace  called  the  french  Store,  at  which  place  a 
henchman,  who  was  then  with  the  Genend  as  a 
;uide,  had  lived.  He  informed  that  the  village 
ras  about  ten  leagues  distant  From  this  place, 
m  the  morning  of  the  14th,  Colonel  Hardin  was 
ietached,  with  six  hundred  men,  to  endeavor  to 
tarprise  the  Miami  village.  The  Armv  moved  at 
he  same  time,  and,  although  it  rained  the  whole 
iaj,  they  continued  their  march  with  diligence 
intil  late.  The  horse  were  ordered  to  be  tied  up 
his  night,  to  enable  the  Army  to  move  early  the 
lext  day,  which  it  did.  This  diligence  of  the 
^nny  on  its  march  induced  him  to  believe  the 
General  was  endeavoring  to  guard  against  any 
Hsaster  that  might  happen  to  Colonel  Hardin, 
Rrhich  he  was  of  opinion  would  have  been  in  his 
power ;  for  Colonel  Hardin  had  not  gained  more 
than  four  miles  of  the  Army  on  the  first  day*s 
march. 

Oq  the  iTth,  the  Army  arrived  at  the  Miami 
tillage.  Here  were  evident  signs  of  the  enemy 
having  quitted  the  place  in  the  greatest  confusion. 
Indian  dogs  and  cows  came  into  their  camp  this 
i^y,  which  induced  the  belief  that  the  families  were 
w>t  far  oflt  A  party  of  three  hundred  men,  with 
three  days'  provisions^  under  the  command  of  Co- 
lonel Trotter,  was  ordered  (as  he  understood)  to 
examine  the  country  around  their  camp,  but,  con- 
trary to  the  QeneraPs  orders,  returned  the  same 
evening.  This  conduct  of  the  Colonel's  did  not 
weet  the  Generars  approbation,  and  Colonel  Har- 
oin,  anxious  for  the  character  of  his  countrymen, 
Wished  to  have  the  conunand  of  the  same  detach- 
n|ent  for  the  remaining  two  days,  which  was 
given  him.  This  command  marched  on  the  morn- 
^^g  of  the  19th,  and  was  the  same  day  shamefully 


defeated.     Colonel  Hardin  told  him   (deponent) 
that  the  number  which  attacked  him  did  not  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  and  fiftv ;  and  that,  had  his  peo- 
ple fought,  of  even  made  a  show  of  forming  to 
fight,  he  was  certain  the  Indians  would  have  run. 
But,  on  the  Indians  firing,  which  was  at  a  great 
distance,  the  militia  ran,  numbers  throwing  away 
their  arms ;  nor  could  he  evcf  rally  them.     Major 
Ri^  confirmed  the  same.    He  did  not  know  what 
influenced  the  detachment  on  the  21st ;  but,  from 
the  enemy  being  flushed  with  success  on  the  19th, 
it  became  necessary,  if  in  his  power,  to  give  them 
a  check,  to  prevent  the  Army  fix)m  being  harassed 
on  its  return,  which  they  might  have  done,  will 
readilv  be  granted  by  every  one  who  has  the  least 
knowfed^  of  the  Indians,  and  an  Army  encum- 
bered with  cattle  and  pack-horses,  much  worn 
down ;  and,  although  the  detachment  was  not  so 
fortunate,  as  was  reasonably  to  have  been  expect- 
ed, yet  he  firmly  believed  it  prevented  the  savages 
from  annoying  their  rear,  as  they  never  made  their 
appearance  niter.    With    respect    to    supporting 
that  detachment,  which  consisted  of  four  hundred 
chosen  troops,  he  always  believed  them  Kuperior 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  Indians,  the  greatest  num- 
ber yet  discovered,  had  it  not  been  for  misconduct 
and  disobedience  of  orders  by  the  officers  who 
were  on  the  command.    He  understood  that  Ma- 
jor Ray*s  battalion  had  been  advanced  to  cover 
them,  which  was  as  many  as  could  possibly  have 
been  spared,  taking  into  view  that  those  in  camp 
could  not  be  depended  on,  and  many  were  without 
arms,   having  thrown  them  away.     To  support 
the  whole  Army  was  impracticable,  the  pack-horses 
being  weak  and  greatly  reduced  in  numbers :   the 
artillery  horses  very  much  reduced,  and  unable  to 
undergo  much  more  fatigue,  but  at  the  certain 
loss  of  the  artillery ;  as  it  wa^,  they  were  obliged 
to  send  to  Fort  Washington  for  horses  to  assist  in 
hauling  it  in.    The  march  of  the  Army  was  regu- 
lar and  well  conducted  as  was  possible  to  be  done 
with  militia.     With  respect  to  the  General's  con- 
duct, report  says  that  he  was  intoxicated  all  the 
campaign,  and  unable  to  execute  the  important 
duties  of  his  station.     He  (deponent)  had  men- 
tioned his  commanding  the  artillery,  which  was 
posted  at  the  head  of  the  centre  column,  and  here 
the  General  chiefly  was  during  the  march.    Of 
course  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  being 
with  him  throuo'h  the  day.    In  the  morning  he 
received  his  orders  from  him,  and,  when   they 
halted  to  encamp,  he  chiefly  pointed  out  the  ground 
where  the  artillery  should  be  posted.     His  duty 
called  him  often  to  his  tent  before  they  marched 
in  the  morning,  and  after  they  had  halted  in  the  even- 
ing; in  short,  had  he  been  given  to  drunkenness, 
he  had  as  good  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it  as  any 
other  officer  in  the  Army.    Yet  he  declared,  that, 
from   their  leaving  Fort  Washington   until   their 
return,  he  never  saw  General  Harmar  intoxicated, 
or  so  as  to  render  him  unfit  for  the  execution 
of  any  duties.     In  him,  and  his  abilities  as  an  offi- 
cer, he  placed  the  greatest  confidence,  never  doubt- 
ing his  orders,   but  obeying  with   cheerfulness, 
being  conscious  they  were  the  production  of  ex- 
perience and  sound  judgment 
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Question  first  bj  the  Court  What  were  your 
reasons  for  thinking  punishment  for  neglect  of 
duty  out  of  the  question  ? 

Answer.  The  state  of  the  Army  being  such  that 
it  obliged  the  General  not  to  do  anything  that 
would  tend  to  irritate  the  militia. 

Question  by  the  Court  Is  it  your  opinion  that 
the  organization  of  the  Army  was  a  judicious  one; 
such,  alone,  as  was  well  calculated  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  troops? 

Answer.  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  was  the  most 
judicious  organization  that  could  be  made,  and 
calculated  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

Question  by  the  Court  Is  it  your  opinion  that 
the  order  of  encampment  was  a  judicious  one, 
and  that  the  extreme  parts  were  so  disposed  as 
were  calculated  to  give  security  to  the  Army  and 
its  appendages  ? 

Answer.  I  think  no  better  disposition  could  have 
been  made. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  the  order 
of  battle  calculated  so  as  to  hare  been  easy  of  ex- 
ecution and  easily  formed? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  best  that  could  have 
been  formed,  and  well  calculated  for  covering  the 
appendages  of  the  Army. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  the  Ge- 
neral's motives  for  making  the  detachments  of  the 
14th,  19th,  and  21st  October? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  General's  motives 
for  making  the  detachment  of  the  14th,  but  I  sup- 
pose it  was  for  the  purpose  of  surprising  the  Mau- 
mee  village,  as  we  had  taken  an  Indian  the  day 
before,  who  gave  us  information  that  the  Indians 
w^ere  in  great  confusion  there,  and  that  they  were 
not  in  force,  and  very  much  divided  in  their  coun- 
cils. We  expected  to  surprise  them  before  they 
separated. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  were  the  move- 
ments of  the  Army  after  that  detachment  was 
made? 

Answer.  We  continued  our  march  next  day 
until  an  express  arrived  to  inform  us  that  the  In- 
dians had  evacuated  the  village,  when  we  halted. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  was  the  distance 
between  the  main  body  and  the  detachment? 

Answer.    About  four  miles. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Do  you  think  that  the 
Army  was  within  supporting  distance  when  the 
detachment  was  made? 

Answer.     On  the  first  day  we  were. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  what  in- 
duced the  General  to  make  the  detachment  of 
the  19th? 

Answer.  The  day  preceding  that  on  which  the 
detachment  was  made,  Indian  dogs,  and  cattle 
came  into  our  camp,  which  led  us  to  believe  the 
Indians  were  near  us,  more  especially  as  they  had 
left  their  village  in  such  haste.  I  suppose  it  was 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  country  around 
the  camp.  A  detachment  of  three  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Trotter,  with  three 
days'  provision,  was  made  on  the  18th,  with  orders 
to  continue  out  three  days,  but  which,  neverthe- 
less, returned  into  camp  the  same  evening.  The 
General  appeared  displeased  at  their  disobedience 


of  orders.  Colonel  Hardin,  wishing  to  retneve 
the  character  of  the  militia,  asked  the  GenenTs 
permission  to  take  out  the  same  detachment  oa 
the  19th,  which  was  granted. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  motives  led  Col- 
onel Hardin  at  such  a  distance  as  fifleeii  miijet 
from  camp  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  he  got  on  the  traSs 
of  the  Indians,  and  that  he  had  discovered  an  Ib< 
dian  on  horseback  about  one  mile  from  where  he 
fell  in  with  their  main  body. 

Question  by  the  Court  Upon  hearing  of  the 
defeat  of  that  detachment,  did  you  understand  that 
the  General  ordered  any  support? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  he  did ;  the  firgt  in- 
telligence of  the  defeat  was  brought  us  by  those 
who  were  defeated,  late  in  the  evening. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  the  ra^ 
tives  for  the  detachment  of  the  21  at,  either  from 
the  General  himself,  or  any  of  his  oonfidentBl 
officers  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  from  the  Ckneral ;  but 
it  was  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  other  officers, 
that  the  defeat  of  the  19th  had  so  panic-struck  ths 
Army,  that  had  the  Indians  attacked  on  the  retreat 
it  might  have  been  lost,  which  induced  the  Gen- 
eral to  send  the  detachment  in  the  rear. 

Question  by  the  Court  Had  the  Geoerml  or^ 
dered  another  detachment  upon  the  grooDd  where 
the  defeat  of  the  19th  happened,  do  yon  think  the 
militia  would  have  gone,  or  woudd  thej  hare  mu- 
tinied? 

Answer.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they 
would  not  have  gone. 

Question  by  the  Court  With  respect  to  the 
general  conduct  of  General  Harmar,  in  the  coarse 
of  the  campaign,  is  it  your  opinion  that  it  was  ju- 
dicious, and  in  every  respect  commendable? 

Answer.  I  do  think  it  was  perfectly  so ;  I  have 
the  greatest  confidence  in,  and  good  opinion  o( 
his  military  abilities. 

Captain  Strong  being  swom^  deposed :  That  he 
knew  of  Ao  circumstance  dunng  the  whole  cam- 
paign that  could  in  his  opinion  affect  the  militaiy 
character  of  the  General ;  that  the  organisation  of 
the  Army  appeared  to  his  judgment  extreniely  ju- 
dicious,  and  such  he  believed  was  the  general 
opinion  of  the  officers ;  that  the  order  of  the  march 
seemed  to  him  no  less  judicious  and  military  in 
all  parts ;  that  the  order  of  encampment  and  baitle 
met,  if  he  mistook  not,  with  the  approbation  of 
every  officer  able  to  judge  of  it;  that  the  motives 
whidi  influenced  the  detachments  of  the   14th, 
19th,  and  21st  October,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
question  that  could  only  be  answered  by  the  Gen- 
eral, or  perhaps  by  his  confidential  officers,  or  th<»e 
more  immediately  attached  to  his  person ;  that  he 
had  reason  to  believe  that  those  detachments  were 
not  properly  supported,  but  it  was  his  opinion,  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  fault  lay  not  with  the 
General,  who  had  given  orders  in  each  case  that 
wero  not  complied  with,  at  least  until  it  was  too 
late. 

Question  by  the  Court  With  respect  to  support 
in  the  action  of  the  21st,  was  there  any  support 
ordered  that  you  know  of? 
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Answer.  I  was  present  when  the  order  was  given 
to  Major  Ray  to  move  with  his  battalion  to  support 
tfajor  Wyllys, 

Question  by  the  Coart  Do  yon  know  what  dis- 
tance they  marched  for  that  purpose,  or  how  long 
they  were  gone  from  the  Army? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  perfectly  how  long; 
but  I  think  it  was  not  long. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Is  it  your  opinion 
that  the  making  the  detachment  under  Major  Wyl- 
Its  was  attended  with  good  consequences  to  the 
Army,  or  not? 

Answer.     I  think  it  was  attended  with  useful 
consequences  to  the  Army. 
The  Court  then  adjourned  to  8  o*clock,  P.  IL 

Thkee  o'clock,  p.  H. 
The  Court  met  agreeably  to  adjournment 
Lieutenant  Hartshorn  was  sworn,  and  deposed : 
That  he  knew  of  no  circumstance  during  the  whole 
campaign  that  could,  in  his  opinion,  affect  the  mili- 
tary conduct  of  the  General ;  that  the  organization 
of  the  Army  appeared  to  his  judgment  extremely 
jadicious,  and  sucli,  he  believed,  was  the  general 
opinion  of  the  officers;  that  the  order  of  march 
seemed  to  him  no  less  judicious  and  military  in  all 
its  parts ;  that  the  order  of  encampment  and  battle 
met,  if  be  mistook  not,  with  the  approbation  of 
every  officer  able  to  judge  of  it ;  that  the  motives 
which  influenced  the  detachments  of  the  14th,  19th, 
and  21st  of  October,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  ques- 
tion that  could  only  be  answered  by  the  General, 
and  perhaps  by  his  confidential  officers,  or  those 
more  immediately  attached  to  his  person  ;  that,  as 
to  the  question  of  support,  he  had  reason  to  believe 
the  detachment  was  not  properly  supported,  but  it 
was  his  opinion,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  fault 
lay  not  with  the  General,  who  had  given  orders  in 
each  case  that  was  not  complied  with,  at  least  until 
it  was  too  late. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know,  sir,  in  the 
course  of  the  campaign,  from  the  time  the  Army 
left  Fort  Washington  until  its  return  to  that  place, 
any  circumstance  that  cduld  militate  against  the 
mih'tary  character  of  the  General. 
Answer.  I  know  o(  none. 
Question  by  the  Court  Do^you  know  of  any  un- 
necessary delays  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all ;  hr  from  it ;  every  thing 
was  done  to  get  forward  the  Army. 

Question  by  the  Court  Does  any  instance  of  in- 
ebriety in  the  General  come  within  your  knowledge, 
during  the  course  of  the  campaign  ? 
Answer.  I  know  of  none. 
Question  by  the  Court,  So  £ir  asyou  are  a  judge 
of  the  organijEation  of  the  Army,  do  you  think  it 
was  proper  and  judicious? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  could  judge,  I  think  it  was 
Mtremcly  judicious. 

Question  by  the  Court  Had  you  any  conversa- 
tion with  the  officers  of  the  Army  on  the  subject  of 
the  organization  of  the  Army  ? 

Answer.  I  had;  and  with  those  who  I  think 
Were  judges,  who  thought  it  to  be  very  good. 

Question  by  the  Court   Did  the  arrangement  of 
inarch  appear  to  be  so  connected  as  to  be  able  to 
Bupport  each  other  in  case  of  attack  ? 
2d  Cov.— 36 


Answer.  I  think  it  did,  and  seemed  no  less  ju- 
dicious and  military  in  all  its  parts. 

Question  by  the  Court  Did  the  extreme  parts  of 
the  encampment  appear  to  be  so  formed  as  to  be 
competent  to  cover  the  main  body  of  the  Army  in 
case  of  attack  by  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  Perrectly  so. 

Question  by  the  Court  Were  you  in  the  first  en- 
gagement of  the  Army  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  action  of  the  19th  of 
October. 

Question  by  the  Court  Were  you  in  the  detach- 
ment of  the  14th? 

Answer.  I  was  not 

Question  by  the  Court  Did  the  order  of  battle  on 
the  19th,  appear  to  you  to  be  a  judicious  one? 

Answer,  t  think  it  was  not  a  judicious  one. 

Question  bv  the  Court  Who  was  the  officer 
who  commanded  the  troops  in  that  action  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Hardm. 

Question  by  the  Court  In  what  manner  did 'you 
attack  the  enemy ;  was  it  in  columns,  or  did  you 
display  in  any  regular  order? 

Answer.  We  were  attacked  in  front  of  columns. 

Question  bv  the  Court  When  you  were  attacked, 
were  you  ordered  to  display,  or  form  in  any  regu- 
lar order  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  Court.  In  what  manner  did  you 
oppose  the  enemy  when  you  were  attacked  ? 

Answer.  By  endeavoring  to  form  the  line  to 
charge  them. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  troops  came 
within  your  notice  that  attempted  to  form  when 
charged  ? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  thirty  Federal  troops 
and  ten  militia. 

Question  by  the  Court.  How  many  militia  had 
you? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  became  of  the  rest 
of  the  militia? 

Answer.  They  gave  way  and  ran. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  militia  in 
that  action  had  been  properly  formed,  and  in  time, 
that  they  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  beat 
the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  the  mo- 
tives for  making  the  detachment  on  the  14th  ? 

Answer.  It  was  supposed  for  the  purpose  of 
gaining  the  Maumee  village  before  the  Indians  left 
it,  as  we  were  informed  they  were  preparing  to 
leave  it 

Question  by  the  Court  Is  that  your  own  opinion  ? 

Answer.  It  is,  and  was  the  general  opinion  in 
camp. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  was  the  result  of 
the  action  of  the  19th  ;  were  the  Continental  troops 
and  the  ten  militia  defeated  ? 

Answer.  They  were  cut  to  pieces,  except  six  or 
seven. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  from  head- 
quarters, or  from  any  principal  officers  of  the  Army, 
what  were  the  motives  for  making  the  detachment 
of  the  10th. 
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Answer.  It  was  for  the  parpose  of  OTerUking  a 
parly  of  Indians,  whose  trails  had  been  discovered. 

Question  by  the  Court  Was  there  any  attempt 
made  to  support  that  detachment  from  the  main 
body. 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question  by  th€  Court  What  was  the  distance 
between  the  main  body  of  the  Army  and  the  de- 
tachment attacked  ? 

Answer.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  miles. 

Question  by  the  Court  From  the  conduct  of  the 
militia,  do  you  think  that  the  General  had  a  right 
to  expect  any  great  support  from  them,  if  he  had 
been  attacked  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  had. 

Question  by  the  Court  Were  you  in  the  action 
of  the  2l8t 

Answer.  I  was  not 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  the  mo- 
tives for  making  the  detachment  of  the  21st? 

Answer.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  any 
Indians  were  in  the  village. 

Question  by  General  Hannar.  Did  you  not  think 
that  the  detachment  sent  back  under  Major  Wyllys 
competent  to  engage  any  body  of  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  It  was  sufficient  for  any  body  of  Indians 
in  that  country. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  To  what  cause 
was  it  owing  that  the  detachment  did  not  succeed 
80  perfectly  as  I  could  have  wished  for? 

Answer.  Because  they  did  not  obey  your  or- 
ders ;  they  did  not  march  at  the  time  they  were 
directed. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Upon  the  first 
intelligence,  do  you  recollect  any  support  I  or- 
dered? 

Answer.  I  recollect  you  ordered  a  battalion,  I 
think  under  Major  Ray. 

Ensign  Morgan  being  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
loweth :  That,  as  he  did  not  join  the  Army  under 
the  command  of  General  Harmar  until  the  18th 
October,  he  was  unacquainted  with  its  progress 
until  that  time,  when  the  Army  appeared  in  good 
order;  as  he  was  an  Ensign,  and  carried  the 
standard  every  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  his  joining 
the  Army,  he  was  frequently  near  the  General, 
and  always  observed,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  the 
greatest  propriety  of  conduct ;  as  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Army,  the  order  of  march,  encamp- 
ment, and  battle,  they  are  perfectly  explained  in 
the  general  orders;  as  to  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced the  General  in  sending  out  the  different 
detachments  of  the  14th,  19th,  and  21st,  he  was 
unacquainted ;  the  opinion  he  took  up  concerning 
the  one  of  the  14th,  was,  that  the  General  finding 
the  Army  discovered,  resolved  to  make  a  push  for 
the  towns  before  they  were  abandoned ;  and,  as  he 
could  not  do  it  with  his  whole  Army,  formed  the 
detachment  on  the  14th  under  Colonel  Hardin; 
the  motive  for  the  detachment  of  the  19th,  he  was 
utterly  unacquainted  with ;  that  of  the  21st,  as  he 
supposed,  was  to  pick  up  atiy  straggling  Indians 
who  might  have  come  to  the  towns,  to  se«  what 
they  had  been  about,  but  without  an  idea  of  the 
Indians  being  in  force. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  that  the 


party  of  militia  that  were  attached  to  Major  Wyl- 
Ws*  detachment  was  sufficient  to  have  defeated  tkc 
Indians  if  they  had  done  their  duty? 

Answer.  If  they  had  been  together^  I  think  they 
were. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  time  did  you  re- 
turn to  the  Army  from  the  action  of  the  81st 

Answer.  About  5  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  the  actm 
commenced  soon  after  day-light 

Question  by  the  Court  Did  yea  see  anjthiiig 
of  the  detachment  under  Major  Bay  on  your  re- 
turn ? 

Answer.  I  saw  only  a  party  three  miles  from 
the  camp,  under  Captain  Craig,  that  were  goii^  te 
our  support 

Question  by  the  Court  What  was  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  militia  after  they  returned  to  the 
Army ;  were  they  well  affected  to  the  senrioe  sad 
orderly  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  very  disorderly,  aiid 
very  inattentive  to  their  duty,  and  some  appear- 
ances of  mutiny  among  them,  with  both  officen 
and  men,  and  turned  out  upon  one  occasion,  par- 
ticularly, to  oppose  a  punishment  that  fasd  b«ea 
ordered  by  the  General. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  remember  asv 
thing  of  General  Hansards  ordering  his  cannon  to 
fire  upon  them  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  that  General  Harmar  once 
said,  that  if  the  militia  behaved  again  in  so  scan- 
dalous a  manner,  that  he  would  order  his  cannon 
to  fire  on  them. 

Ensign  Britt  being  sworn,  deposed :  That,  with 
respect  to  the  personal  conduct  of  General  Har- 
mar, he  knew  that  he  was  indefatigable  in  making 
arrangements  for  the  execution  of  the  plans  which 
had  been  formed  for  the  expedition ;  and  he  also 
knew  that  the  difficulties  were  great  which  the 
General  had  to  encounter  in  organizing  the  nuUtia, 
and  in  endeavoring  to  establish  tluit  harmony 
which  was  wanting  in  their  commanding  ofiloersy 
Colonels  Hardin  and  Trotter,  which  he  accom- 
plished apparently  to  their  satisfaction;  that  ht 
was  at  all  times  diligent  in  attending  to  the  ccw- 
duct  of  the  officers  in  the  different  departments  of 
the  Army,  and  that  he  was  always  ready  to  attend 
to  such  occurrences  as  were  consequent  to  th« 
same,  and  the  necessary  exertions  to  have  his  or> 
ders  carried  into  execution  were  not  wanting ;  bat 
that  there  were  great  deficiencies  on  the  part  of 
the  militia,  either  owing  to  the  want  of  authority 
in  some  of  their  officers,  or  from  their  ignorance  | 
or  inattention ;  that  the  generality  of  them  scarce- 
ly deserved  the  name  of  any  thing  like  soldiers ; 
that  they  were  mostly  substitutes  for  others,  who  i 
had  nothing  to  stimulate  them  to  do  their  duty ;  ! 
that,  as  to  tb^  dispositions  for  the  order  of  march, 
form  of  encampment,  and  order  of  battle,  they 
were  matters  which  he,  being  a  young  officer, 
could  say  little  about ;  he  presumed  they  would 
answer  for  themselves;  that  the  General*s  mo-  i 
tives  for  detaching  Colonel  Hardin  on  the  14th  ' 
October,  when  they  were  told  they  were  bat  ten 
leagues  from  the  Indian  towns,  he  supposed  to  be, 
from  information  they  received  by  a  prisoner  who 
was  taken  on  the  13th;  that  the  Indians  at  the 
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Maiitii«e  Tillage  were  in  great  congternation  and 
confusion,  and  the  prospects  were,  they  might  be 
easily  defeated  if  found  m  that  situation ;  that,  in 
order  to  support  this  detachment,  the  horses  of  the 
Army  were  ordered  to  be  tied  up  at  night,  so  that 
the  whole  Army  might  be  ready  to  march  early  in 
the  morning,  which  was  done  accordingly;  and 
that,  when  Colonel  Hardin  reached  the  village, 
the  main  body  was  not  more  than  fire  or  six  miles 
in  his  rear;  that  the  detachment  under  Colonel 
Trotter  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  for  three  days 
the  neighborhood,  to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  sa- 
vages, who  had  fled  from  their  towns;  that  this 
party  reftimed  the  evening  of  the  same  day  they 
started,  and  next  morning  Colonel  Hardin  marched 
with  the  same  party  and  fell  in  with  the  Indians ; 
that  an  engagement  ensued,  in  which  he  was 
routed,  owing  to  the  cowardly  behaviour  of  the 
militia  under  his  command;  that  the  motives 
which  he  conceived  led  to  detaching  the  party 
under  Major  Wyllys,  on  the  21st,  were  that  the 
Indians,  having  avoided  engaging  the  whole  Army, 
would  collect  at  their  towns,  and  harass  the  rear 
and  flanks  as  much  as  possible  on  its  return,  and  a 
stroke  at  them  before  they  could  assemble  in  large 
bodies,  would  prevent  their  doing  it  with  much 
effect;  that  the  party  accordingly  met  with  the 
Indians,  and  a  battle  followed,  in  which  numbers 
were  killed  on  both  sides;  that  the  moment  the 
news  of  this  arrived  in  camp,  liajor  Ray,  with  his 
battalion  of  Kentucky  militia,  was  oniered  to 
march  to  the  support. of  Major  Wyllys,  but  that 
he  did  not  proceed  far  before  he  returned. 

Question  by  the  Court  Did  you,  at  any  time 
in  the  course  of  the  campaign,  perceive  that  Gene- 
ral Harmar  was  intoxicated  ¥ 

Answer.  I  did  not;  I  lived  in  the  General's 
family,  and  should  have  known  it,  bad  anything 
of  that  kind  happened. 

Doctor  Allison  being  sworn,  deposed :  That  the 
organization  of  the  Army,  the  orders  of  march,  en- 
campment, and  battle,  were  questions  which  would 
be  more  amply  answered  by  a  reference  to  the 
Orderly  Book,  than  they  could  be  from  the  mere 
relation  of  an  individual,  or  from  any  other  ofiBcial 
information;  that,  as  to  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced the  detachments  of  the  14th,  19th,  and 
21st  October,  those  were  questions  which,  if  an- 
swered at  all,  must  be  merely  speculative  opinions, 
which  it  was  not  always  prudent  to  divulge,  nor 
would  they,  in  his  judgment,  be  admitted  as  evi- 
dence, or  even  perused  by  any  tribunal,  and  there- 
fore were  nugatory;  as  he  had  not  the  honor  of 
being  in  the  Cabinet,  it  was  utterly  out  of  his 
power  to  give  any  other;  that,  as  soon  as  the 
news  arrived  of  the  misfortune  of  the  third  de- 
tachment, a  reinforcement  was  immediately  or- 
dered by  the  General,  but  whether  it  actually  set 
out,  or  what  induced  it  to  return,  he  could  not  say, 
or  whether  sufficiently  strong,  he  did  not  conceive 
himself  a  judge;  his  situation  as  surgeon  pre- 
vented a  minute  attention  to  every,  or  indeed  any 
of  the  arrangements  of  the  Army ;  yet,  as  far  as 
they  came  within  his  view  or  knowledge,  they 
were  judicious  and  uniform ;  that  every  attention 
was  paid  to  the  Army,  by  the  General,  in  every 


situation ;  that  every  step  was  taken  by  him  that 
prudence  and  military  knowledge  could  suggest, 
the  circumstances  of  the  Army  would  permi^  or 
that  necessity  required. 

Lieutenant  Denny  bein?  sworn,  deposed  :  That 
General  Harmar  began  his  preparations  for  th6 
campaign  soon  after  the  15th  July,  and  that  every 
day  was  employed  in  the  most  industrious  man- 
ner; that  the  calculations  for  provisions,  horses, 
and  stores  were  immediately  made  out,  and  orders 
given  accordingly ;  that  great  exertions  were  used 
by  Captain  Ferguson  to  get  in  readiness  the  artil- 
lery and  military  stores;  and,  indeed,'  every  ofBcer 
was  busily  engaged,  under  the  eye  of  the  General, 
in  fitting  out  necessary  matter  for  the  expedition, 
but  particularly  the  Quartermaster — not  a  mo- 
ments time  appeared  to  be  lost;  15th  and  16th 
September,  the  Kentucky  militia  arrived,  but  in- 
steMl  of  seeing  active  riflemen,  such  as  is  supposed 
to  inhabit  the  frontiers,  they  saw  a  parcel  of  men, 
young  in  the  country,  and  totally  inexperienced 
in  the  business  they  came  upon,  so  much  so  that 
many  of  them  did  not  even  know  how  to  keep 
their  arms  in  firing  order ;  indeed,  their  whole  ob- 
ject seemed  to  be  nothing  more  than  to  see  the 
country,  without  rendering  any  service  whatever. 
A  great  many  of  their  guns  wanted  repairs ;  and, 
as  they  could  not  put  them  in  order,  our  artificers 
were  obliged  to  be  employed;  a  considerable 
number  came  without  any  guns  at  all ;  Kentucky 
seemed  as  if  she  wished  to  comply  with -the  re- 
quisitions of  Government  as  inetfectually  as  pos- 
sible, for  it  was  evident  that  about  twd-thirds  of 
the  men  served  only  to  swell  their  numbers — 19th 
September,  a  small  detachment  of  Pennsylvania 
militia  arrived,  and  the  25th  of  September  Major 
Doughty,  with  two  companies  of  Federal  troops, 
joined  them  from  Muskingum.  Governor  St 
Clair  had  arrived  from  New  York  the  22d,  and 
the  remains  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  came  on 
the  25th.  The  militia  last  mentioned  were  simi- 
lar to  the  other — too  many  substitutes.  The  Gen- 
eral lost  no  time  in  organizing  them,  though  he 
met  with  many  difficulties — the  Colonels  were 
disputing  for  the  command,  and  the  one  most  po- 
pular was  least  entitled  to  it  The  Generals  de- 
sign was  to  reconcile  all  parties,  which  he  accom- 
plished after  much  trouble.  The  Kentuckians 
composed  three  battalions,  under  Majors  Hall, 
McMuUen,  and  Ray,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Commandant  Trotter  at  their  head.  The  Penn- 
sylvanians  were  formed  into  one  battalion  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Trubey  and  Major  Paul,  the 
whole  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Hardin, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  General  Harmar.  That, 
on  the  26th  of  September,  the  militia  marched  on 
the  route  towards  the  Indian  towns ;  the  80th,  the 
General  having  got  forward  all  the  supplies  that 
he  expected,  be  moved  out  with  the  Federal 
troops,  formed  into  two  small  battalions  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Major  Wyllys  and  Major 
Doughty,  together  with  Captain  Ferguson*s  com- 
pany of  artillery,  and  three  pieces  of  ordnance. 
On  the  8d  of  October,  General  Harmar  joined  the 
advanced  troops  early  in  the  morning;  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  forming  the  line 
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of  march,  the  order  of  encampiDent  and  battle,  I 
and  explaining  the  same  to  the  militia  field  on- 
cers. General  Harmar^s  orders  will  show  the 
several  formations.  On  the  4th,  the  Army  took 
up  the  order  of  march,  as  is  described  in  the  or- 
ders. On  the  5th,  a  reinforcement  of  horsemen 
and  mounted  infantry  joined  from  Kentucky. 
The  dragoons  were  formed  into  two  troops ;  the 
mounted  riflemen  made  a  company,  and  this  small 
battalion  of  light  troops  were  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Fontaine.  The  whole  of  General 
Barmar*6  command,  then,  may  be  stated  thus : 
8  battalions  of  Kentucky  militia  \ 

1        do  Pennsylvania  militia         >  1,138 

1  do        light  troops,  mounted  milita) 

2  do        Federal  troops  •  -         -     820 

Total 1,458 

The  line  of  march  was  certainly  one  of  the  be^t 
that  could  be  adopted,  and  great  attention  was 
paid  to  keep  the  ofBccrs  with  their  commands  in 
proper  order,  and  the  pack-horses,  &c.,  as  compact 
as  possible.  The  order  of  encampment  appeared 
well  calculated  both  for  def(.'nce  and  to  preserve 
the  horses  and  cattle  from  being  lost ;  however, 
notwithstanding  every  precaution  taken,  and  re- 
peated orders  given  to  the  horse-masters  to  hopple 
well  their  horses,  and  directions  to  officers  and 
men  not  to  suffer  any  to  pass  through  the  lines, 
many  of  them,  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the 
militia,  and  the  scarcity  of  food,  (though  great  at- 
tention was  paid  in  the  choice  of  ground,)  broke 
loose  and  strayed  through  the  lines  after  night, 
and  even  passed  the  chain  of  sentries  which  en- 
circled the  camp,  and  were  lost  Patrols  of 
horsemen  were  ordered  out  every  morning  by 
dav-light  to  scour  the  neighboring  woods,  and  to 
bring  in  any  horses  that  might  have  broke  through 
the  lines,  and  a  standing  order  directed  the  pickets 
to  turn  out  small  parties  and  drive  in  every  horse. 
This  was  done,  he  believed,  to  expedite  the  move- 
.ment  of  the  Army.  There  was  no  less  attention 
paid  to  securing  the  cattle ;  every  evening  when 
the  Army  halted,  the  guard,  which  was  composed 
of  a  commissioned  ofiicer  and  thirty  or  thirty-five 
men,  built  a  yard  always  within  the  chain  of  sen- 
tries, and  sometimes  in  the  square  of  encampment, 
and  placed  a  sufficient  number  of  sentries  round 
the  enclosure,  which  effectually  preserved  them ; 
there  was  not  more  than  two  or  three  head  lost 
during  the  whole  of  the  campaign. 

On  the  ISth  of  October,  early  in  the  morning, 
a  patrol  of  horsemen  captured  a  Shawnee  Indian. 
On  the  14th  of  October,  Colonel  Hardin  was  de- 
tached with  six  hundred  light  troops  to  push  for 
the  Miami  village;  he  believed  that  this  detach- 
ment was  sent  forward  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
telligence gained  of  the  Shawnee  prisoner,  which 
w  as  that  the  Indians  were  clearing  out  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  that  if  they  did  not  make  more  haste, 
the  towns  would  be  evacuated  before  their  arrival. 
As  it  was  impossible  for  the  main  body  of  the 
Army,  with  all  their  train,  to  hasten  their  march 
much,  the  General  thought  proper  to  send  on  Co- 
lonel Hardin,  in  hopes  of  taking  a  few  before  they 
would  all  get  off.     This  night  the  horses  were  all 


ordered  to  be  tied  up,  that  the  Armj  mig;fat  start 
by  day-light,  on  purpose  to  keep  as  near  C^^omel 
Hardin  as  possible;  the  distance  to  the   Indian 
towns,  when  the  detachment  marched  abemd,  was 
about  thirty-five  miles.     On  the  15th,  eTery  exer- 
tion was  used  to  get  forward  the  main  body  this 
day:   they  found  that  the  advanced  party   had 
gained  but  very  few  miles.     On  the  16tb,  in  the 
evening,  met  an  express  from   Colonel    Hardin, 
who  had  got  into  the  village,  informing  the  Ge- 
neral that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  every  place 
On  the  17th,  about  noon,  the  Army  arriTed  at  the 
Omee  towns.    On  the  18th  Colonel  Trott^  was 
ordered  out  with  three  hundred  men,  militia  and 
regulars,  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  lo  en- 
deavor to  make  some  discoveries  of  the  enemy; 
he  marched  but  a  few  miles,  when  his  advaw^ 
horsemen  came  upon    two   Indians,  and    kiled 
them  ;  the  Colonel  was  contented  with   this  ne> 
tory,  and  returned  to  camp.     Colonel  Hardin  was 
displeased  because  Colonel  Trotter  did  not  exe- 
cute his  orders,  and  requested  the  General  to  give 
him  the  command  of  the  party;  it  was  granted, 
and  accordingly  Hardin  nuurched  next  momiDg; 
but  he  believed  he  had  not  two-thirds  of  his  num- 
ber when  two  miles  from  camp ;  for  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  many  of  the  militia  left  him  on  the 
march,  and  returned  to  their  companies ;  whether 
he  knew  it  or  not  he  could  not  tell,  but  that  he 
proceeded  on,  with  a  determination  to  trace  souk 
fresh  signs  of  the  enemy ;  he  believed  the  plaa 
was  merely  to  gain  some  knowledge  of  the  sava- 
ges.    He  at  length  came  upon  a  party,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred,  but  was  worsted ;  owing  en- 
tirely, as  he    was  informed,  to    the    scandalotu 
behaviour  of  the  militia,  many  of  whom  neTer  firet} 
a  shot,  but  ran  off  at  the  first  noise  of  tlie  Indians, 
and  left  the  few  regulars  to  be  sacrificed ;  some  of 
them   never  haltea  until  they  crossed  the  Ohi& 
The  Army,  in  the  mean  time,  was  employed  burn- 
ing and  destroying  the  houses  and  com,  shifting 
their  position  from  one  town  to  another;  that,  oa 
the  21st  of  October,  the  Army  having  burned  five 
villages,  besides  the  capital  town,  and  consumed 
or  destroyed  near  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  corn 
in  ears,  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  route 
back  to  Fort  Washington,  and  encamped  aboat 
eight  miles  from  the  ruins ;  that,  about  9  o'clock, 
P.M.,  the  General  ordered  out  four  hundred  choice 
men,  militia  and  regulars,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Wyllys,  to  return  to  the  towns,  intending 
to  surprise  any  parties  that  might  be  assembled 
there,  supposing  that  the  Indians  would  collect  to 
see  how  things  were  left    The  General  had  felt 
the  enemy,  knew  their  strength,  and  calculated 
much  upon  the  success  of  this  enterprise ;  that  it 
was  the  general  opinion  the  force  of  the  savages     I 
was  nothing  equal  to  this  detachment,  and,  unle^     i 
by  some  such  means,  there  was  no  possibility  of 
getting  any  advantage  of  them ;  however,  the  best     I 
laid  plan  was  in  some  measure  defeated  by  the     | 
disobedience  of  the  militia,  who  ran  in  pursuit  of 
small  parties,  and  left  Major  Wyllys  unsupiMMrted ; 
the  consequence  was,  that  the  Major  with  most 
part  of  the  regulars  were  killed,  and  our  loss  was 
equal  if  not  greater  than  the  savages ;  that  the  in- 
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sntlon  of  this  detachment  was  evident  to  all  the 
Lrmy,  and  woald  hare  answered  the  fullest  ex- 
ectations,  provided  a  doe  obedience  had  been  ob- 
enred   on    the  part  of  the    militia;   to  provide 
gainst   disobedience  of  orders  was  what  he  be- 
ieved  no  on«  woald  think  of;  and,  had  it  not  been 
be  case,  the  Major  in  his  opinion  might  have  re- 
amed crowned  with  laurels;  that  the  main  body 
raited  for  the  return  of  this  detachment ;  but,  to 
heir  mortification,  about  11  oVlock  A.  M.  of  the 
!2d,  a  fellow  who.  ran  back  from  the  field,  gave 
hem   information  of  Major  Wyllys*  misfortune; 
General   Harmar  immediately  despatched   Major 
^y  with    his  battalion  to  the  assistance  of  the 
)arties,  but  the  Major  did  not  get  the  length,  be- 
ore  he  met  Colonel   Hardin  returning  to  camp 
vrith   his  wounded.    He  was  led  to  believe  that 
ibout  this  time  th0  General  lost  the  confidence  he 
bad  in  the  militia ;   those  of  them  among  the  dead 
irere  of  the  best  men ;  that  the  effective  strength 
K'as  very  much  reduced  by  sickness  and  other- 
wise; the  regular  troops  did  not  fiimish  more  than 
two  hundred ;  they  were  in  his  opinion  very  in- 
sufficient;  and  he  was  also  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
bad  the  enemy  made  an  attack  upon  their  camp 
that  evening;  or  the  morning  following,  the  militia 
were  so  panic-struck  that  very  few  of  them  would 
have  stood;   the  consequences  that  would  have 
happened  startled  every  person  with  horror ;  the 
sick  and  wounded,  and  all  the  stores,  artillery,  ^, 
would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  savages ;  that  this 
was  also  the  opinion  of  several  of  the  principal 
officers,  who  advised  Greneral  Harmar  of  the  dan- 
ger of  attempting  to  return  to  the  town,  from  the 
time  it  would  take  up,  and  the  probability  that 
the  delay  would  give  the  savages  time  to  collect 
from  distant  quarters.    He  observed,  that  the  22d 
of  October  was  employed  in  fixing  biers  for  the 
wounded,  and  in  making  repairs.     He  also  ob- 
served, that  the  frost  had  destroyed  the  food  early 
on  their  march  out,  and  that  the  horses  of  the. 
Army  were  now  become  very  much  reduced ;  so 
much  so,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  the 
main  body  to  perform  anv  thing  rapidly,  and  to 
get  back  upon  the  road,  which  they  had  so  lately 
passed,  was  attended  with  difficulty ;  he  said  that 
the  greatest  attention  was  paid,  the  little  Army 
was  kept  eompact,  and  vigilance  vras   the  woH 
from  all  who  had  any  reputation  to  lose ;  that  the 
militia  on  their  return  began  to  be  refractory, 
showing  great  signs  of  a  revolt,  discharging  their 
pieces  in  open  defiance  of  the  GeneraPs  orders ; 
some  of  them,  however,  were  detected  and  pun- 
ished, which  gave  umbrage,  and  was  afterwards 
the   cause  of   many  ill-natured    reports,  spread 
without  any  foundation,  to  injure  the  General^s 
reputation.    He  further  observed,  that  the  Army 
returned  by  slow  marches  back  to  Port  Washing- 
ton; that  General  Harmar's  conduct  during  the 
<^nipaign  was  observed  to  be  sober,  steady,  and 
attentive  to  the  service ;  and,  as  his  duty  required 
him  to  be  frequently  near  the  General,  should 
certainly  have  discovered  it  had  he  been  at  any 
^'me  intoxicated,  as  has  been  reported.    Every 
evening,  as  duly  as  the  Army  halted,  the  General 
inade  bis  remarks  for  that  day,  and  issued  orders 


for  the  mo^rement  and  arrangements  for  the  next, 
and  every  morning  he  was  found  among  the  first 
prepared  for  the  field. 

The  Court  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning, 
9  o^clock. 


Sbptsmbeb  18,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Court  met  agreeably  to  adjournment,  and 
again  adjourned  to  September  19,  at  three  o*clock, 
P.M. 

September  19,  three  o'clock,  P.  M, — ^The  Court 
having  met  again,  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning, 
9  o'clock. 

September  80th.— The  Court  having  met,  ac- 
cording to  adjournment: 

Major  Ziegler  being  sworn,  deposed :  That  some 
time  bad  elapsed  before  the  different  <;orps  and 
battalions  could  be  organized,  on  account  of  rank ; 
the  militia  officers  disputing  for  the  command ; 
and  after  a  good  deal  of  exertion  by  General  Har- 
mar, they  commenced  their  march  on  the  80th 
September,  1790 — the  militia  under  Colonel  Har- 
din, having  been  sent  on  a  few  days  before ;  and  on 
the  8d  October  they  joined  the  militia  and  took 
up  their  line  of  march,  and  encamped  as  men- 
tioned in  the  General's  orders.  He  observed  that 
the  orders  of  march  and  encampment,  motions, 
^.,  A^,  were  such  as  would  have  done  honor 
to  the  first  officers  either  in  America  or  Europe. 
All  necessary  precautions  were  observed  to  gain 
the  point  General  Harmar  set  out  for.  On  the 
14th  of  October  he  was  ordered  to  advance,  with 
Colonel  Hardin,  commanding  fifty  rank  and  file  of 
the  Federal  troops,  being  part  of  six  hundred  men. 
At  10  o'clock  they  took  up  their  march,  and  be- 
fore they  left  the  ground  the  rest  of  the  Army 
was  ordered  to  parade  and  follow  them ;  he  re- 
membered to  have  seen  the  Army  from  an  emi- 
nence, as  be  inclined  towards  the  left,  with  the 
column  to  which  he  was  attached.  The  16th,  at 
about  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  they  arrived  at  the  Miami 
villages,  and  at  the  same  time  Colonel  Hardin  sent 
an  express  to  General  Harmar,  to  inform  him  that 
the  villages  were  evacuated.  It  was  his  opinion 
that  the  motive  for  this  manoeuvre  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  Shawanese,  whom  they  took  a  few 
days  before,  and  who  acquainted  the  (General  that 
the  Indians  were  ready  to  move  away.  The  Army 
arrived  the  17th,  in  the  forenoon ;  and  that  day, 
as  well  as  the  rest,  they  were  all  busy  in  destroy- 
ing the  Indian  corn,  kc  He  further  observed, 
that  on  the  18th,  Colonel  Trotter  was  detached, 
with  three  hundred  men  of  the  militia,  including 
thirty  Federal  troops,  but  that  the  Colonel  returned 
the  same  day,  without  bringing  any  information ; 
and  that  on  the  morning  following.  Colonel  Hardin 
took  the  command  of  the  same  party,  and  ad- 
vanced to  procure  some  knowledge  of  the  enemy ; 
and  on  his  discovering  the  enemy,  those  which 
were  in  the  rear  would  not  come  up  and  support 
those  engaged  in  front,  and  very  few  of  those  in 
front  stopped,  but  ran,  and  the  militia  fled  in  a 
shameful  manner,  and  the  few  f^ederal  troops  not 
supported,  fell  a  sacrifice.  The  Major  said,  that 
a  sergeant  of  militia  behaving  very  improperly  at 
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that  time,  could  not  be  brought  to  trial,  on  account 
of  a  brother  of  his  being  a  Captain,  and  who  made 
parties  that  would  have  been  attended  with  bad 
consequences,  should  he  be  punished,  as  his  brother 
declared  he  would  raise  some  men  and  bid  defi- 
ance. That  on  the  21st  October,  1790,  after  they 
bad  destroyed  a  great  quantity  of  com  and  five  or 
six  villages,  they  took  up  their  line  of  march  to- 
wards Fort  Washington;  and  at  night.  Major 
Wyllys  was  detached  with  four  hundred  choice 
men,  in  hopes  to  surprise  a  body  that  might  be 
at  the  ruins :  this  party  was  supposed  to  be  suffi- 
ciently strong  for  any  number  of  the  enemy  embo- 
died. Mnjor  Wyllys  marched  in  three  columns, 
with  intention  to  join  with  iherigbt  and  left  columns 
at  the  Miami  village,  but  that  the  column  under 
the  command  of  Major  M^Mullen  fell  in  with  a 
small  party  of  Indians ;  they  followed  them,  and 
disobeyed  the  orders  of  Major  Wyllys  in  pursuing 
them  and  leaving  the  others  unsupported,  and  so 
was  the  left  wing;  which  would  not  have  been  if 
they  had  joined  them,  as  he  supposed  it  to  be  suf- 
ficiently strong  for  ,that  party. 

He  also  remembered  very  well  being  on  picket, 
or  commanding  one  of  the  wings  as  Captain  au 
Garre,  when  the  first  men  arrived  with  the  intel- 
ligence that  their  party  had  gained  ground,  and 
at  that  very  instant  General  Harmar  ordered 
Major  Ray  with  his  battalion  to  the  assistance  of 
those  engaged,  lest  that  information  should  not 

Srove  true,  but  he  went  but  two  miles  or  two  and  a 
alf,  then  meeting  the  scattered  detachment,  re- 
turned, to  the  great  surprise  of  General  Harmar ; 
that  the  success  of  the  detachment  was  defeated, 
in  a  great  measure,  by  the  militia  running  ahead, 
and  leaving  Major  Wyllys  unsupported.  The 
Army  remained  this  day  in  dressing  and  fixing  the 
wounded.  The  militia  behaving  so  bad  in  seve* 
ral  instances,  destroyed  every  confidence  the  Ge- 
neral had  in  them,  otherwise,  he  would  have  re- 
turned with  the  Army,  buty  as  things  were  situated, 
it  would  have  been  running  too  great  a  hazard. 
The  Army  returned  back  to  Fort  Washington. 
Nothing  appeared  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Ge- 
neral. Every  attention  was  paid  to  the  Army  to 
guard  against  surprise.  The  Major  observed  that 
tiiere  had  been  very  injurious  reports  spread  about 
General  Harmar,  but,  if  he  was  to  be  credited,  he 
knew  of  nothing  that  could  be  alleged  against  him, 
or  that  could  possibly  injure  his  reputation  in  any 
respect  The  good  of  the  service  appeared  to  be 
his  constant  study. 

Question  by  the  Court  I  think,  sir,  you  said 
that  on  the  15th,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  you  arrived 
at  the  Miami  village,  what  did  you  do  after  your 
arrival  there?  were  the  militia  in  good  order? 

Answer.  When  we  arrived  we  were  very  much 
fatigued,  having  marched  twenty-eight  miles  that 
day,  I  directed  that  my  own  men  should  not  go 
thirty  yards  from  camp.  The  militia  like  a  rab- 
ble strolled  into  the  neighboring  villages  in  parties 
of  thirty  or  forty  after  plunder,  such  was  the 
situation  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  warriors  might 
have  beat  us  off  the  ground. 

Question  by  the  Court  Did  you  see  any  desire 
in  the  militia  to  return  to  the  ground  where  Major 


Wyllys  was  defeated,  or  do  you  suppose  tkcy 
would  have  gone  had  thoy  been  onlered  to  go! 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  would  not  have  gene; 
they  appeared  to  be  panic-struck. 

Question  by  the  Court  Are  you  of  opinion  tkat 
the  personal  conduct  of  the  General  was  regular, 
steady,  and  tended  to  the  good  of  the  service  t 

Answer.  Undoubtedly  so^  and  Terj  much  to  the 
credit  of  the  General. 

Question  by  the  Court  From  yoor  loi^  knew- 
ledge  of  service  do  you  think  that  from  the  com- 
plexion of  the  troops  General  Harmar  had  to  or- 
ganize, that  the  ibrmatioD  of  the  Armj  wis  jodi- 
cious? 

Answer.  I  think  it  waa 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  order  of  march 
and  encampment  were  calculated  to  aocttre  every 
part  of  the  Army  and  its  appendages  t 

Answer.  Yes,  very  much  so. 

Question  by  the  Court  From  jour  experience, 
do  you  think  that  the  order  of  battle  directed  by 
Greneral  Harmar,  was  judicious? 

i^nswer.  Yes,  perfectly  so. 

Captain  Doyle  being  sworn,  depoeed:  lliat  pre- 
vious to  the  campaign  going  out  last  Fall,  every 
day  was  employed  in  the  most  indestrioos  manner ; 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Kentucky  raililia  they  were 
all  much  disappointed ;  that  instead  of  seeing 
complete  riflemen,  many  were  armed  with  old 
muskets,  much  out  of  repair ;  the  General  imuM- 
diately  ordered  them  repaired  with  aU  ezpediiion. 
He  referred  the  Court  as  to  the  line  of  msLrch,  to 
the  Generars  Orderly  Book,  and  infoFoaed  the 
Court,  that  the  personal  conduct  of  the  General 
through  the  campaign  was  uniform  and  steady, 
and  that  had  the  Greneral*s  orders  been  strictly 
obeyed,  he  was  confident  he  most  eome  home 
with  honor.  As  to  what  influenced  the  General 
to  make  detachments  be  could  not  say ;  he  w^s  in 
the  detachment  of  the  14th  October,  and  that  the 
behaviour  of  the  militia  in  that  detachment,  waa 
very  disgraceful ;  they  ran  from  town  to  town  in 
pursuit  of  plunder,  contrary  to  orders,  and  on  the 
arrival  of  General  Harmar  at  the  town,  two-thirds 
of  them  dispersed  in  the  same  manner  ;  the  Gene- 
ral ordered  cannon  to  be  fired  merely  to  collect 
them,  and  he  at  the  same  time  harangued  the 
officers,  informing  them  of  the  ill  consequences  of 
such  conduct  That  the  GeneraFs  not  retomii^ 
to  the  village  after  the  ill  success  of  the  last  de- 
tachment, he  believed  was  owing  to  his  not  faparing 
confidence  in  his  Army.  At  that  time  there 
was  a  great  rumor  in  camp,  the  general  Toice 
was  for  returning,  their  horses  were  much  worn 
down,  and  the  militia  showed  great  signs  of  revolt. 
The  reports  that  the  militia  circulate  after  their 
return  home,  and  which  was  much  to  the  preindice 
of  General  Harmar,  was,  he  believed,  owing  to  the 
Generars  having  a  few  of  them  punished  for  diso- 
bedience of  orders ;  he  thought  it  certain  that  they 
had  no  grounds  for  their  ill-natured  reports,  and 
that  General  Harmar  would  have  been  Justifiable 
in  arresting  one  or  two  of  the  most  popular  field- 
officers,  and  sending  them  home  with  disgrace; 
but  a  thing  of  that  kind,  he  observed^  would  have 
broken  up  the  Army.    He  knew  of  no  part  of  the 
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ienerars  conduct,  during  the  whole  of  the  cam- 
>aigfi,  that  could  be  censured,  without  it  was 
bowing  too  much  lenity  to  the  militia,  and  thank- 
ng  them  for  their  conduct,  when  they  merited 
mnishtnent. 

Question  by  the  CouH;.  Do  you  think  that  the 
lending  the  detachment  under  Major  Wyllys,  tended 
iTentaally  to  the  preservation  of  the  Army  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  Indians  would  have  harass- 
Mi  us  very  much  on  our  return  if  that  detachment 
dad  not  been  made. 

Question   by  General  Harmar.    Did  the  enemy 
mnqy  the  Army  at  all  after  that  detachment  was 
madet 
Answer.  No,  they  did  not 
Question  by  General  Harmar.    Did  we  see'  any 
Indians  afterward  ? 
Answer.  We  did  not. 

Lieutenant  Sedam  being  sworn,  deposed :  That 
he  had  the  honor  of  serving  under  General  Harmar 
faist  Fall,  on  a  campaign  against  the  Indians  of  the 
Maumee  village,  and  that  he  saw  nothing  in  his 
conduct,  bat  what  he  thought  was  very  proper;  that 
relative  to  the  organization  of  the  Army  he  was  but 
little  acquainted,  and  therefore  referred  the  Court 
to  the  General's  Orderty  Book ;  that  he  was  en- 
tirely unacquainted  with  General  Harmar's  motives 
for  sending  out  the  different  detachments,  and  if 
those  detachments  were  not  properly  supported,  it 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  the  fault  of  the  Gene- 
ral, for  the  militia  were  a  poor  set,  and  behaved 
very  ill  upon  all  occasions ;  that,  after  the  first  ac- 
tion, he  heard  Major  Paul,  of  the  Pennsylvania  mi- 
litia, say :  he  hoped  General  Harmar  would  not  put 
any  confidence  in  them,  for  he  was  sure  they  would 
not  fight. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  When  I  was  upon 
the  return  at  Ghilicothe,  I  ordered  one  of  the  militia 
to  be  whipped,  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Trotter 
and  Major  M^MuUen  said  I  had  no  right  to  punish 
them.  Did  you  hear  me  reprimand  them  for  that 
conduct  ? 

Answer.  After  the  man  was  punished,  I  heard 
you  say  to  Colonel  Trotter  and  Major  M'Mullen,  that 
you  would  send  them  both  home  with  disgrace  for 
their  bad  conduct 

£nsign  Armstrong  being  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows :  That  the  militia  being  ordered  into  battalions 
and  organized,  in  which  he  knew  the  General  met 
with  great  difficulty ;  that  the  order  of  march  and 
encampment  could  be  better  ascertained  by  a  re- 
ference to  the  Orderly  Book,  than  any  thing  he 
could  add  on  the  subject ;  that  the  conduct  of  the 
innitia  in  every  instance  seemed  calculated  to  ob- 
struct every  measure  adopted  by  General  Harmar; 
that  the  conduct  of  the  General  in  evenr  particu- 
lar, was  perfectly  consistent  and  uniform,  and 
^▼ery  step  taken  by  him  appeared  to  be  the  dictate 
of  prudence  and  sobriety ;  that  what  induced  the 
General  to  send  out  the  detachments,  was  wholly 
unknown  to  him,  and  therefore  unanswerable  by 
him. 

Captain  Armstrong  being  sworn,  deposed :  That 
on  report  being  made  to  General  Harmar,  by 
^jor  M'Mullen  and  others,  that  the  tracks  of 
Women  and  children  had  been  seen  on  the  route 


leading  towards  the  Kickapoo  towns,  a  Northwest 
course,  and  supposing  the  enemy  had  left  their 
fhmilies  and  baggage  not  far  distant  from  camp. 
General  Harmar,  on  the  morning  of  October  18th, 
detached  Colonel  Trotter,  Colonel  Hall,  Major 
Ray,  and  Major  MTMullen,  with  thirty  Federal 
troops, the  mounted  infantry,  part  of  the  cavalry,  and 
a  detachment  of  militia,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  800  men.  After  they  had  proceeded  about  one 
mile,  the  cavalry  gave  chase  to  an  Indian  who  was 
mounted;  him  they  overtook  and  killed;  before 
they  returned  to  the  column,  a  second  one  appeared, 
on  which  the  four  field  officers  left  their  commands, 
and  pursued,  leaving  the  troops  near  half  an  hour 
without  .any  directions  whatever.  The  cavalry 
came  across  the  second  Indian,  and  after  wound- 
ing one  of  their  party  killed  him  also.  When  the 
infantry  came  up  to  this  place,  they  immediately 
fell  into  confusion,  and  he  gained  permission  to 
leave  them  some  distance  on  the  road,  where  he 
formed  an  ambuscade.  After  he  had  been  some 
time  at  his  station,  a  fellow  on  horseback  came  to 
him,  who  had  lost  the  party  in  pursuit  of  the  first 
Indian ;  he  was  much  frightened,  and  said  he  had 
been  pursued  by  fifty  mounted  Indians.  That  on 
his  telling  this  story  to  Colonel  Trotter,  notwith- 
standing his  observations  to  him,  he  changed  his 
route,  marched  in  various  directions  until  night, 
when  he  returned  to  camp.  That,  on  their  arrivid 
in  camp.  General  Harmar  sent  for  him ;  and  after 
answering  him  many  questions  ordered  one  subal- 
tern and  twenty  militia  to  join  his  command. 
With  those  he  crossed  the  river  St  Joseph  about 
ten  at  night,  and  with  a  guide  proceeded  to  an  In- 
dian town,  about  two  miles  distant,  where  he  con- 
tinued with  his  party  until  the  morning  of  the  19th. 
His  party  fired  upon  an  Indian  and  retook  from 
him  two  horses.  About  nine  o^clock  he  joined  the 
remainder  of  the  detachment  under  Colonel  Har- 
din. They  marched  on  the  route  Colonel  Trotter 
had  pursued  the  day  before,  and  after  passing  a 
morass  about  five  miles  distant,  they  came  to 
where  the  enemy  had  encamped  the  day  before. 
Here  they  made  a  short  halt,  and  the  command- 
ing officer  disposed  of  the  parties  at  a  distance 
from  each  other :  after  a  halt  of  half  an  hour,  they 
were  ordered  to  move  on,  and  Captain  Faulkner's 
company  was  left  on  the  ground,  the  Colonel  hav- 
ing neglected  giving  him  orders  to  move  on.  After 
they  had  proceeded  about  three  miles,  they  fell  in 
with  two  Indians  on  foot  who  threw  off  their  packs, 
and  the  brush  being  thick,  made  their  escape.  He 
then  asked  Colonel  Hardin  where  Captain  Faulk- 
ner was?  He  said,  he  was  lost,  and  then  sent  Ma- 
jor Fontaine  with  part  of  the  cavalry  in  search  of 
him,  and  moved  on  with  the  remainder  of  the 
troops.  That,  some  time  after,  he  informed  Colonel 
Hardin  a  gun  had  been  fired  in  their  front,  which 
might  be  considered  as  an  alarm  gun,  and  that  he 
saw  where  a  horse  had  come  down  the  road,  and 
returned  again;  but  the  Colonel  still  moved  on, 
giving  no  orders,  nor  making  any  arrangements 
for  an  attack.  That,  some  time  after,  he  discovered 
the  enemy's  fires  at  a  distance,  and  informed  the 
Colonel,  who  replied,  that  they  would  not  fight, 
and  rode  in  front  of  the  advance,  until  fired  on 
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from  behind  the  fires ;  when  he  the  Colonel  retreat- 
ed, and  with  him  all  the  militia  except  nine^  who 
continued  with  him,  and  were  instantly  killed, 
with  twenty-four  of  the  Federal  troops ;  and  see- 
ing his  last  man  fall  and  being  surrounded  by  the 
savages,  he  threw  himself  into  a  thicket  and  re- 
mained there  three  hours  in  daylight ;  during  that 
time  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  enemy 
pass  and  repass,  and  conceived  their  numbers  did 
not  amount  to  one  hundred  men;  that  some  were 
mounte(iI,  others  armed  with  rifles,  and  the  advance 
with  tomahawks  only.  He  was  of  opinion  that  had 
Colonel  Trotter  proceeded  on  the  18th,  agreeably 
to  his  orders,  having  killed  the  enemy's  sentinels, 
they  would  have  surprised  their  camp  and  with 
case  defeated  them,  or  had  Colonel  Hardin  ar- 
ranged his  troops,  or  made  any  military  disposi- 
tion on  the  19th,  that  they  would  have  gained  a 
victory ;  their  defeat  he  therefore  ascribed  to  two 
causes,  the  unofficer-like  conduct  of  Colonel  Har- 
din (who  he  believed  was  a  brave  man)  and  the 
cowardly  behaviour  of  the  militia ;  many  of  them 
threw  down  their  arms  loaded,  and  he  believed 
that  none,  except  the  party  under  his  command, 
fired  a  gun.  What  he  saw  of  the  conduct  of  the 
militia  on  that  day,  and  what  he  felt  by  being  under 
the  command  of  a  man  who  wanted  military  talents, 
had  caused  him  to  determine,  that  he  would  not 
willingly  fight  with  the  one,  or  be  commanded  by 
the  other.  That  he  referred  the  Court  to  the  Or- 
derly Book  which  pointed  out  the  line  of  march, 
encampment  and  battle. 

Question  by  the  Court  Are  you  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that  if  the  militia  had  done  their  duty,  they 
were  fully  competent  to  have  defeated  the  In- 
dians? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  fuHy  so.  ■ 

Question  by  the  Court  According  to  your  ideas, 
as  an  officer  of  experience,  was  the  formation  and 
arrangement  of  the  different  corps  of  the  Army  by 
General  Harmar  at  the  commencement  of  the  expe- 
dition judicious  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were. 

Question  by  the  Court  Did  the  line  of  march 
appear  to  you  to  be  a  judicious  one,  calculated  for 
the  protection  of  the  Army  in  all  its  parts? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  the  mode 
of  encampment  was  calculated  both  for  defence  and 
protection? 

Answer.  As  much  so  as  any  one  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  adopted. 

Question  by  the  Court  What  was  your  opinion 
of  the  Generars  order  of  battle  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  a  judicious  one. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  that  the 
making  the  detachment  of  the  21st,  was  in  its  con- 
sequences useful  to  the  return  of  tiie  Army  ? 

Answer.  I  can  judge  from  circumstances  only; 
that  we  were  not  harassed  by  the  enemy  after- 
wards. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  know  if  any  de- 
tachment was  made  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
Major  Wyllys? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  information  of  the  Miyor's 
misfortune  arrived  in  camp,  Uie  General  ordered 


all  the  troops  under  arms,  but  whether  any  de- 
tachment was  made  from  them  or  not,  I  do  not 
know. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  suppose  that  if 
General  Harmar  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  the 
militia  would  have  gone  ? 

Answer.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  a  serious  atta^ 
had  been  made,  in  fifteen  minutes  the  miliua 
would  have  deserted  us  and  left  the  Federal  troops 
and  artillery  to  be  sacrificed. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Do  joa  recollect 
the  proceedings  of  the  militia  at  Chilicothe  on  ocet 
return  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  your  saying  to  Colonel  Trot- 
ter and  Major  M*Mullen,  that  vou  would  post  then 
in  their  country  for  their  unsofdler-like  ooadoct  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  hanged. 

Ensign  Shamburgh  being  sworn,  deposed :  That 
the  organization  of  the  Army  under  General  Har- 
mar was,  as  far  as  he  was  capable  of  jodging  ia 
military  afiajrs,  exceedingly  well ;  that  the  march, 
encampment  and  order  of  battle  were  also,  in  his 
opinion,  very  well  planned ;  that  be  was  not  capa- 
ble of  judging  of  the  motives  which  influenced 
the  detachments  of  the  14th,  19th,  and  21st  Octo- 
ber :  but  it  was  his  opinion,  at  that  time,  that  the 
General  was  apprehensive,  that  as  the  savages 
had  been  successful  in  the  preceding  engagement, 
they  would  harass  his  Army  on  his  return ;  in 
consequence  thereof,  he  ordered  the  party  com- 
manded by  Major  Wyllys  in  order  to  check  them, 
which  he  believed  had  its  efiect;  he  reocJlected 
that  the  different  detachments  sent  out  were  no^ 
merous,  and,  he  believed,  sufiQctent  to  fi^hi  soch 
number  of  Indians  as  were  then  together,  if  the 
commanding  officers  thereof  had  taken  more  pre* 
caution ;  he  had  been  told  at  the  time  that  Major 
Ray  was  ordered  to  support.  Major  Wylljs,  bat 
he  could  not  determine  whether  that  o^cer  had 
obeyed  his  orders.  He  observed,  that  the  loss  of 
so  many  pack-hOrses  was  owing  to  the  neglect  of 
horsemasters,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  orders 
of  the  General  on  that  head ;  it  appeared  to  him 
as  if  they  were  parties  concerned,  and  glad  to  Iom 
their  horses,  because  they  had  a  very  great  ap- 
praisement for  the  same.  He  obaerred  that  he  did 
duty  in  the  Ordnance  Department  at  that  time, 
and  had  fifty  pack-horses  under  his  direction, 
which  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  know  the  negli- 
gence and  incapacity  of  both  horsemasters  and 
drivers. 

Question  by  General  Harmar.  Do  you  think  alto 
the  last  detachment  was  made  under  M^or  Wyllys^ 
and  the  remains  of  bis  party  returned  to  camp,  that 
the  militia  would  have  gone  back  if  they  had  been 
ordered? 

Answer.  I  think  not 

Question  by  the  Court  Was  the  appearance  of 
the  militia,  after  the  action  of  the  21st,  orderly  or 
disorderly  ? 

Answer.  Very  disorderly. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Was  there  any  particular 
cause  ascribed,  that  you  heard  of^  for  their  disor- 
derly conduct? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  o(  the  militia,  both 
officers  and  men,  seemed  determined-  to  go  home, 
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Ld   said  frequently  that  ten  Federal  regimeots 
Lould  not  keep  them. 

Question  b^  the  Court  Did  you  obserTe  whe- 
ler  the  militia  were  as  well  treated  as  the  Federal 
oops? 

Answer.  Perfectly  the  same. 

£nsign  Gaines,  who  was  captain  of  horse  in 
cKieral  Harmar*s  expedition,  being  sworn,  depos- 
1  :  That  on  the  expedition  he  was  almost  every 
phoning  at  General  Harmar^s  tent  until  the  24th 
ctober,  when  he  was  detached  forward  to  Fort 
rashington,  and  that  during  the  whole  time  he 
id  not  see  General  Harmar  in  the  least  intoxicatp 
1  with  liquor,  but  that  on  the  contrary  the  Gene- 
3kl  conducted  the  Army  in  a  manner  which,  in 
is  estimation,  did  him  great  honor.  He  further 
bserred,  that  he  had  served  on  a  numbw  of  ezpe- 
itions  against  the  savages,  undertaken  by  the 
:iilitia  of  Kentucky,  and  that  he  never  saw  in  any 
f  them,  the  like  good  order  and  military  arrange- 
nent  which  accompanied  General  Harmar*s  expe- 
lition ;  he  also  observed,  that  the  people  in  Een- 
ucky  never  alleged  any  charge  against  General 
larniar,  until  Colonel  John  Hardin  had  acquitted 
limself  before  a  Board  of  Inquiry  of  several 
charges  exhibited  against  him,  respecting  his  con- 
luct  on  that  expedition ;  that  the  popuUce  finding 
lothing  they  could  say  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
I7olonel  would  be  believed,  levelled  their  malice  at 
jreneral  Harmar.  He  did  not  conceive  that  any 
:hing  would  have  been  said  against  the  General  inr 
Dhat  country,  if  a  Baptist  pre%cher's  son,  who  re- 
sides there,  had  not  been  whipped  in  the  Army  for 
lisobedience  of  orders. 

Question  by  the  Court.  I  think  you  say  you 
haye  been  in  several  expeditions  against  the  In- 
dians ;  did  the  militia  who  were  with  General 
Harmar  conduct  better  or  worse  than  those  in 
other  expeditions  ? 

Answer.  Much  better,  sir. 
Question  by  the  Court  Were  you  in  the  action 
of  the  19th? 
Answer.  I  was. 

Question  by  the  Court  Is  it  your  opinion,  that 
if  the  militia  had  been  properly  arranged  in  that 
action,  and  would  have  fought,  that  they  would 
haye  been  su£Qcient  to  have  defeated  the  Indians  ? 
Answer.  Yes;  for  it  appeared  to  me  that  the 
Indians  were  surprised ;  that  if  Colonel  Trotter  on 
the  preceding  day  had  not  returned,  he  most  cer- 
tainly must  have  been  in  their  camp,  and  com- 
pletely defeated  them ;  for  I  had  taken  two  of  their 

spies  the  day  before,  which  appeared  to  be  the  only 

two  they  had  out 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  think  that,  if 

General  Harmar  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  after 

the  action  of  the  21st,  that  the  militia  would  have 

gone? 

Answer.  They  would  not  have  gone  willingly. 

I  think  in  that  case  there  would  have  been  danger 

of  mutiny.    When  the  militia  of  Major  Wyllys* 

detachment  were  ordered  to  march,  they  appeared 

unwilling  to  go,  and  some  were  so  much  so  as 

to  cry. 
Question  by  the  Court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that 

the  movement  of  the  detachment  under  Major 


Wyllys  had  a  good  effect  in  securing  the  Army 
from  being  attadced  and  harassed  on  its  return? 

Answer.  I  think  it  had  a  very  good  effect 

Question  by  the  Court    Did  the  Indians  ever 
attack  you  afterwards  ? 

Answer.  Not  while  I  continued  with  the  Army. 

Captain  Asheton  being  sworn,  deposed:  That 
the  organization  of  General  Harmar  s  Army  was 
a  source  of  trouble  and  difficulty,  arising  fh>m 
disputes  among  the  militia  officers  for  precedency, 
but,  when  effected,  was  in  all  its  parts  systemati- 
cal ;  that  the  organization  of  the  Army,  the  order 
of  march,  encampment,  and  battle,  when  duly 
considered,  cannot  fail  to  raise  the  General  in  the 
estimation  of  every  military  man.  That  it  had  been 
basely  reported  that  the  General  was  in  a  state  of 
intoxication  nearly  the  whole  of  the  campaign  \ 
this  he  asserted  to  be  a  malicious  falsehood ;  and 
be  averred  that  his  personal  conduct  during  that 
time  will  ever  do  him  honor.  He  said  the  motives 
which  influenced  the  detachments  of  the  14thy 
19th„  and  21st  of  October,  could  only  be  accounted 
for  by  the  Greneral  himself;  but  ho  supposed  that 
the  detachment  under  Colonel  Hardin  was  sent  in 
consequence  of  information  gained  from  a  prisoner 
taken  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  and  from  a 
Frenchman  employed  as  a  guide,  who  reported 
that  it  was  something  more  than  half  a  day  s  rido 
from  a  place  called  the  French  Store  (at  which 
place  the  Army  encamped  the  night  of  the  18th) 
to  the  Maumee  villages.  This  detachtnent  was 
supported  by  the  whole  Army,  and  moved  off  the 
ground  at  the  same  time  wiUi  as  much  rapidity 
as  possible,  and  arrived  at  the  villages  on  the  ITth, 
where  the  Army  encamped.  On  the  morning  of 
the  18th  I  mounted  guard  in  front  of  the  encamp- 
ment In  the  course  of  that  day  I  was  informed 
that  a  detachment  of  three  hundred  men  were  or* 
dered  out  under  Colonel  Trotter,  with  three  days' 
provisions,  with  orders  to  scour  the  country ;  but 
they  returned  the  same  evening  to  camp,  without 
effecting  anything.  Colonel  Hardin,  disgusted  at 
the  conduct  of  Colonel  Trotter,  and  anxious  to 
retrieve  the  lost  honor  of  his  countrymen,  solicited 
the  same  command,  which  was  granted.  He 
marched  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  while  he 
was  yet  on  guard,  and  was  defeated  the  same  day 
by  the  Indians.  He  could  not  say  what  influenced 
the  General  to  send  out  a  detachment  on  the  21st, 
but  he  observed  that  the  Indians  were  flushed 
with  success  in  the  action  of  the  19th.  That  it 
had  becoide  necessary  to  give  them  a  sudden 
check,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Army  from  being 
harassed  on  its  return ;  and  that,  if  this  was  the 
General's  intention,  he  was  ftilly  persuaded  it  had 
its  desired  effect  On  the  21st  the  Army  marched 
eight  miles  from  the  Maumee  villages,  on  its  re- 
turn. Late  that  night  a  corps  of  three  hundred 
and  forty  militia  and  sixty  of  the  Federal  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Wyllys,  were  de- 
tached, that  they  might  gain  the  vicinity  of  the 
Maumee  villages  before  the  morning,  and  surprise 
any  Indians  who  might  be  found  there.  The  de- 
tachment marched  in  three  columns,  the  Federal 
troops  in  the  centre,  at  the  head  of  which  he  was 
posted,  wiUi  M^or  Wyllys  and  Colonel  Hardin 
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in  his  front ;   the  mflitift  formed  the  columns  to 
the  right  and  left     From   several  delays,  occa- 
sioned by  the  miKtia^s  halting,  they  did  not  reach 
the  banks  of  the  Omee.till  some  time  after  sun- 
rise.   The  spies  then  discovered  the  enemy,  and 
reported  to  Major  Wyllys,  who  halted  the  Federal 
troops,  and  moved  the  militia  on  some  distance  in 
front,  where  he  gave  his  orders  and  plan  of  attack 
to  the  several  commanding  officers  of  corps ;  those 
orders  were  not  communicated  to  him ;  that  Ma- 
jor Wyllys  reserved  the  command  of  the  Federal 
troops  to  himselfl    Major  Hall,  with  his  battalion, 
was  directed  to  take  a  circuitous  route  round  the 
bend  of  the  Omee  river,  cross  the  Pickaway  Fort, 
(or  St  Mary's,)  which  brought  him  directly  in  the 
rear  of  the  enemy,  and  there  wait  until  the  attack 
should  commence  with  Major  McMullen*s  batta- 
lion, Major  Fontaine's  cavalry,  and  Major  Wyl- 
lys with  the  Federal  troops,  who  all  crossed  the 
Omee  at  and  near  the  common  fording  place. 
After  the  attack  commenced  the  troops  were  by 
no  means  to  separate,  but  were  to  embody,  or  the 
battalions  to  support  each  other  as  circumstances 
required.    From  this  disposition  it  appeared  evi- 
dent that  it  was  the  intention  of  Major  Wyllys  to 
surround  the  enemy;   and  that  if  Colonel  Hall, 
who  had  gained  his  ground    undiscovered,  had 
not  wantonly  disobeyed  his  orders,  by  firing  on  a 
single  Indian,  the  surprise  must  have  been  com- 
plete.    The  Indians  then  fled  with  precipitation, 
the  battalions  of  militia  pursuing  in  different  di- 
rections.   Major  Fontaine  made  a  charge  upon  a 
small  party  of  savages ;  he  fell  the  first  fire,  and 
his   troops  dispersed.    The  Federal  troops,  who 
were  then  left  unsupported,  became  an  easy  sacri- 
fice to  much  the  lai^est  party  of  Indians  that  had 
been  seen  that  day.    It  was  his  opinion  that  the 
misfortunes  of  that  day  were  owing  to  the  Re- 
paration of  troops  and  disobedience  of  orders. 
After  the  Federal  troops  were  defeated,  and  the 
firing  in  all  quarters  nearly  ceased.  Colonel  Hall 
and  Major  McMullen,  with  their  battalions,  met 
in  the  town,  and,  after  discharging,  cleaning,  and 
fresh  loading  their  arms,  which  took  up  about  half 
an  hour,  proceeded  to  join  the  Army  unmolested. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  detachment,  if  it  had 
been  kept  embodied,  was  sufficient  to  have  an- 
swered the  fullest  expectations  of  the  General, 
and  needed  no  support ;  but  he  was  informed  that 
a  battalion  under  Major  Ray  was  ordered  out  for 
that  purpose. 

Question  by  the  Court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that, 
if  the  General  had  ordered  the  Army  back,  the 
militia  would  have  gone? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Lieutenant  Kersey,  being  sworn,  deposed :  That 
when  the  militia  arrived  at  Fort  Washington, 
they  were  formed  into  battalions  and  properly 
organized.  He  knew  that  General  Harmar  had 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty  to  get  them  arranged; 
their  arms  and  accoutrements  were  in  very  bad 
order.  He  wished  to  refer  the  Court  to  the  Gkne- 
ral's  Orderly  Book  for  information  relative  to 
the  order  of  march.  In  his  opinion  General  Har- 
mar's  conduct  was  uniform,  steady,  and  sober, 
during  the  whole   expedition.    He  was  also  of 


dpinion  that  the  detachment  of  the  14tili  wis 
in  consequence  of  information  received  from  a  pri- 
soner, taken  the  morning  before,  which  was,  thtt 
the  enemy  were  running  away ;  and  the  detacb- 
ment  of  the  19th  was  to  gain  some  knowledge  of 
them,  and  the  detachment  of  the  21st  was  to  sor- 
prise  and  take  advantage  of  them ;  whidi,  id  his 
opinion,  would  have  happened  had  the  militii  at- 
tended to  the  directions  and  plan  laid  down  for  tint 
enterprise.     He  observed  that  the  reduced  state  of 
the  pack-horses,  notwithstanding  every  attntios 
was  paid  to  secure  and  keep  them  in  good  coaf* 
tion,  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  Army  to  take 
any  advantage  of  the  enemy.    The   militia  bad 
proved  that  they  were  not  to  be  depended  upoo; 
their  dastardly  behaviour,  in  three  instances,  de- 
stroyed every  confidence  the  General  had  in  thea. 
He  therefore  determined  to  return,  and  not  to 
hazard  another  engagement,   unless    the  eneaij 
came  in  reach  of  the  mun  body.    That  the  Anor 
took  up  the  march  to  return  to  Fort  Washington, 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  Geeenl 
kept  them  together  until  they  arrived  there. 
.   Question  by  the  Court  From  your  knowledge  rf 
service,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  organizatioD  of 
the  Army  was  judicious? 
Answer.  I  think  it  was. 
Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  thoik  that  iHi 
the  movements  of  the  Army  were  so  connected  is 
to  be  able  to  sustain  each  other  in  case  of  attad 
by  the  enemy  ? 
Answer.  I  think  they  were. 
Question  by  the  Court    Do  you    think  that 
through  the  course  of  the  campaign  the  GeneraTs 
conduct  was  open  and  decisive  throughout? 
Answer.  I  think  it  was. 
Question  by  the  Court  Was  the  conduct  <^  th^ 
militia  tolerably  regular  on  their  advance  towards 
the  Blaumee  towns? 

Answer.  It  was  more  regular  than  it  was  on  tiie 
return ;  but  it  was  very  irregular. 

Question  by  the  Court  Do  you  suppose  it  wx 
necessary  to  make  the  detachments  of  the  Slst,  ia 
order  to  prevent  the  Indians  harassing  the  aitsT 
on  its  return  ? 
Answer.  I  think  it  was,  and  for  that  purpose. 
Question  by  the  Court  If  the  (General  had  v 
dered  the  army  to  return  to  the  towns,  after  Ma- 
jor Wyllys'  misfortune,  would  the  militia  hvt 
gone? 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  not ;  they  wodd 
have  mutinied. 

Question  by  the  Court  Was  the  army  hanssed 
by  the  Indians  after  the  21st,  on  its  return! 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  belicre  there 
was  not  one  seen. 

The  Court  acgoumed  to  meet  at  9  o'clock,  to- 
morrow morning. 


Skptbubbr  21. 

The  Court  met  according  to  adjournment 

Migor  Heart  was  sworn,  and  deposed:  Tbat 

General  Harmar*s  conduct  on  his  expedition  io 

October,  1790,  was  at  all  times  steady,  calm,  vta 

deliberate,  and  was  always  attentive  to  tbe  a^ 
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ingementa  and  applications  made  to  him,  and  to 
te  informations  given,  as  far  as  came  under  his 
bservutioD  ;  that  he  was  often  at  his  quarters  and 
larched  in   front  of  the  right  column,  whiuh  was 
enerally    within   fifty  yards  of  him.     That  the 
rgunization  of  the  Army  being  published  in  the 
aily  orders,  would  speak  for  itself;  he,  however, 
ever  heard  an  individual  find  fault  with  it  dur- 
ig  the   campaign,  or  point  out  any  defects,  ex- 
ept   in    the    commissary  and  pack4iorse  depart- 
lents,  and   in  those  the  execution,  and  not  the 
rrangements  were    found    fault  with;    that  the 
rder   of    march    was    in  three    colnms,  covered 
nyXi  front,  rear,  and  flank  guards,  which  order 
ras  generally  preserved,  and  as  well  executed  as 
00 Id  be  expected  with  a  body  composed  mostly  of 
QiUiia,  and  embarrassed  with  pack-horses;   that 
he   encampment  was  in  a  square  with  the  bag- 
^ge,  horses,  cattle,  and  stores  in  centre;  guards 
%*^re  posted  in  such  manner  as  to  form  a  line  of 
lentrieti  round  the  whole,  field  officers  appointed 
to  diapose  those  guards,  and  to  see  duty  well  done, 
md  they  were  so  disposed  as  to  prevent  surprise, 
ind  had   the  horse    department  followed  orders, 
would  have  secured  the  horses;  as  they  had  not 
occaHion  to  form  the  line  of  battle,  he  could  not 
determine  how  it  would  have  been  executed,  but 
it  was  simple,  easy  to  be  understood,  and  univer- 
sally approved.     With  respect  to  making  the  de- 
tachments, he  had  never  been  in  council,  and  could 
only  assign  such  motires  as  offered  themselves 
at  the  time  from  a  concurrence  of  circumstances. 
The  detach odent  of  the  14th,  he  presumed,  at  that 
time,  was  made  in  consequence  of  information  ob- 
tained from  a  prisoner,  that  the  Indians  were  con- 
fused and  distracted  in  their  councils,  and  was  de- 
signed to  surprise  them,  prevent  their  concerting 
measures  to  unite,  and  attack  them,  and  not  give 
them  time  to  secure  their  provisions  and  property, 
and  that  the  desired  effect  was  answered,  so  far  as 
to  prevent  their  securing  so  much  as  they  would 
otherwise  have  done.    The  whole  Army  was  put  in 
motion   the   moment  the  detachment  moved  off,' 
and  followed  with  as  much   rapidity  as  artillery 
and  stores  would  admit  of,  to  support  the  detach- 
pent;  that  the  detachment  of  the  19th  was  made 
in  consequence  of  repeated  information  of  having 
discovered  a  trail  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
and  on  the  fullest  assurance,  as  he  was  then  in- 
formed, that  the  detachment  was  adequate  for  at- 
tacking the  party  they  were  in  quest  of.    A  corpB 
dt  reurte  was  ordered,  but  never  came  up ;  it  was 
<lark  before  information  was  brought  to  the  Gene- 
ral that  the  party  were  defeated,  and  a  support 
could  not  be  sent  that  night;  a  detachment  was 
ordered  to  march  next  morning,  but  for  what  pur- 
pose he  could  not  say.    The  detachment  of  the 
2Ut,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe,  was  made  on 
the  general  system,  viz :  to  find  the  enemy,  and 
give  them  a  check,  to  prevent  their  attacking  and 
haraMing  the  Army  on  the  retreat,  and  on  that 
principle  the    detaching  was   inevitable;    he  did 
not  know  that  any  support  was  ordered;  he  was 
on  the  left,  but  he  knew  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  detachment  came  in  very  soon  after  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  defeat  was  brought,  and  it  was  too 


late  for  giving  any  aaaistance.  He  did  not  expect 
that  the  General  would  make  a  detachment  to 
support  them,  after  the  repeated  proofs  that  the 
militia  would  not  stand,  and  be  presumed  the  situa- 
tion of  the  horses  would  not  admit  of  returning 
with  the  Army.  He  supposed  the  detachment 
calculated  to  cover  itself,  and  doubtless  would  have 
happily  succeeded,  had  the  right  and  left  columns 
obeyed  the  orders  which  it  is  said  Major  Wyllvs 
had  given.  He  knew  of  no  one  circumstance  in  tbe 
General's  conduct  during  the  expedition,  which 
ought  to  injure  his  reputation;  and,  though  the 
misfortunes  of  the  2Ist  were  to  be  lamented,  yet  he 
believed  the  salvation  of  the  remainder  of  the  Army, 
the  baggage,  and  stores,  were  due  only  to  the  ma- 
king that  detachment 

Question  by  the  Court  On  the  arrival  of  the 
troops  in  camp,  who  were  defeated  on  the  21st,  do 
you  think,  from  the  state  of  mind  the  militia  were 
in,  that,  if  the  General  had  ordered  the  Army  back, 
the  militia  would  have  gone  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  thev  would  or 
not;  but,  if  they  had  gone,  and  not  having  any 
place  to  retreat  to,  I  am  of  opinion  they  would 
have  fled  as  soon  as  they  were  attacked,  and  have 
left  the  Federal  troops  to  be  sacrificed. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  9  o'clock. 

Sbftbkbbr  32. 

The  Court  having  met  according  to  adjournment, 
directed  the  Recorder  to  write  the  following  letter 
to  hu  Excellency  Greneral  St.  Clair : 

Fort  WASHinoTOir,  Septomber  22, 1791. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Court  of  Inquiry  now 
sitting  in  this  place,  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  the  Court  have  gone  through  the  examina- 
tion  of  all  tbe  witnesses  that  have  been  adduced, 
and  that  those  from  Kentucky,  who  were  referred 
to  in  your  Excellency's  letter  to  the  President  of 
the  Uourt,  have  not  appeared.  The  Court  are 
now  ready  to  close  their  proceedings,  unless  your 
Excellency  has  information  of  any  further  evi- 
dence being  ready,  of  which  the  Court  beg  to  be 
informed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect 
respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WINSLOW  WARREN, 

Recorder  to  the  Court, 

To  His  Excellency  General  St.  Clair. 

To  which  letter,  his  Excellency  General  St  Clair 
sent  the  following  answer : 

Fort  Washxrotoh,  8eptemJ>er  22, 1791. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  to  inform  the  Court  that  I 
know  of  no  evidences  here,  other  than  those  that 
have  been  before  them,  and  that  it  is  not  probable 
those  from  Kentucky  will  come  forward.  I  there- 
fore see  no  reason  why  the  proceedings  should  not 
be  closed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

ARTHUR  St.  CLAIR. 

Mr.  Warrrh, 
Recorder  to  the  Court  of  Inquiry. 
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Soon  after,  the  following  letter  was  received : 

September  33, 1791. 

Sir:  Since  I  wrote  to  yon  a  moment  ago,  I 
have  been  informed  that  it  is  probable  more  teati- 
mony  will  be  offered  to  the  Conrt  in  the  connie  of 
this  day.  If  the  Court,  then,  have  not  already 
closed  their  proceedings,  I  wish  they  would  be 
pleased  to  defer  it  until  to-morrow  morning,  of 
which  please  to  inform  them. 

I  am,  air,  your  humble  servant, 

A-'.St.  CLAIR. 

Mr.  Warren. 

To  which  the  following  answer  was  returned : 
Fort  WASHnroTOir,  September  32, 1791. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  Court 
of  Inquiry  to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  last  letter  with  which  you  were 
pleased  to  honor  them,  they  have  adjourned  to  meet 
to-morrow,  at  9  o*olock,  a.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant, 

WINSLOW  WARREN. 

His  Excellency  General  St.  Clatr» 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  September  33d,  9 
o'clock,  a.  m. 


Sbptbmbbr  33. 

The  Court  met  according  to  adjournment;  and, 
no  further  evidences  appearing,  came  to  a  resolution 
to  close  their  proceedings. 

The  Court,  having  deliberately  considered  the 
evidence  before  them  separately  and  aggregately, 
are  unanimous  in  the  following  opinion : 

1st  That  the  personal  conduct  of  the  said  Bri- 
gadier General  Harmar  was  irreproachable. 

3d.  That  the  organization  of  the  Army  was  cal- 
culated to  support  harmony,  and  give  mutual  con- 
fidence to  the  several  parts. 

3d.  That  the  order  of  march  (a  copy  of  which 
M  annexed  to  these  proceedings)  was  perfectly 
adapted  to  the  country  through  whksh  the  Army 
had  to  pass. 

4th.  That  the  order  of  encampment  and  battle 
(plans  of  which  are  also  subjoined)  were  judi- 
cious, and  well  calculated  to  give  security  to  the 
camp,  energy  to  the  troops  in  case  of  attack,  and 
simple  in  its  execution. 

6th.  That  there  were  just  reasons  for  the  de- 
tachments of  the  14th  and  19Lh  of  October;  that 
the  detachment  of  the  Slst  was  made  on  good 
principles,  and  had  the  designed  effect  of  securing 
the  return  of  the  Army,  and  preventing  the  enemy 
from  harassing  their  rear;  that  the  General  had 
ordered  support  for  the  said  detachment  in  time,  but 
that  his  orders  were  not  properly  executed;  and 
that  the  conduct  of  the  saia  Brigadier  General 
Josiah' Harmar  merits  high  approbation. 
RICHARD  BUTLER, 

Major  Genoral^  President, 

Attest :  WxHSLOw  Warren, 

LieuU  and  AdjH  to  the  2d  IT,  S.  reg% 

Recorder  to  the  Court, 


[Here  follow  Diagrams  of  the  order  of  battle.] 

The  depositions  Nos.  1,  3,  8,  and  4,  have  beea 
handed  in,  and  read  to  the  Court.  They  hare 
thought  proper  to  subjoin  them  to  their  proceed- 
ings, for  your  Excellency's  information. 

No.  1. 

TerritoTff  of  the  United  States  NorthwtU  of  tie 

River  Ohio* 

Caleb  Worley,  of  the  eonnty  of  Fayette,  in  tht 
District  of  Kentucky,  Lieutenant  in  Colonel  Pii- 
terson's  Battalion  of  Kentucky  Militw,  maketh 
oath,  and  saith:  That  this  deponent  served  is 
Lieutenant  in  a  Battalion  of  Kentucky  Milkii, 
commanded  by  Major  MoMullen,  on  the  late  exp^ 
dition  undertaken  against  the  savages  of  the  Oinee 
towns ;  and  that  he,  this  deponent,  had  very  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  seeing  and  conversing  with 
Brigadier  General  Harmar,  who  conamanded  tbe 
whole  forces  so  employed.  And  this  deponent 
saith,  that  he  never  did,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
see  the  said  General  Harmar  in  a  state  of  iotoxico. 
tion,  nor  wanting  in  that  duty  and' attention  which 
he  owed  to  the  safety  and  order  of  the  troops  onder 
his  command.    And  further  saith  not. 

C.  WORLEY. 

Sworn  the  5th  day  of  May,  1791,  at  Cinciaoali, 
in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  before  me,  George 
Turner,  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  Territory 
aforesaid.  G.  TURNER. 

No.  a.    ^ 

Territory  of  the  United  States  Korthssest  of  tie 

River  Ohio, 

John  Thorp,  Superintendent  of  Artificers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  now  serving  at  Fori 
Washington,  in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  maketh 
oath  and  saith :  That  he,  this  deponent,  com- 
manded the  Corps  of  Pioneers  on  the  late  expedi- 
tion against  the  Omee  towns,  under  the  commaod 
of  Brigadier  General  Josiah  Harmar ;  that«  duriog 
the  whole  march  of  the  forces  so  under  the  sdd 
Greneral  Harmar's  comnuind,  both  advancing  and 
returning,  it  appeared  to  him,  this  deponent,  that 
the  said  Greneral  conducted  himself  in  a  regolar 
and  truly  military  manner ;  that  the  GeneraFs  de- 
portment was  on  all  occasions  no  less  regular,  be- 
coming, and  military,  while  in  camp,  than  on  the 
march,  to  the  beat  of  this  deponent's  knowledge 
and  belief;  and  that,  although  it  was  a  part  of  tfab 
deponent's  duty  to  attend  personally  on  the  Gene- 
ral early  everv  morning,  and  also  at  the  encamp- 
ment every  night,  yet  he,  this  deponent^  does  not 
remember  that  he  ever  perceived  tlie  said  Geoeril 
Harmar  in  a  state  of  intoxication  during  the  whole 
expedition,  but,  on  the  contrary,  verily  l^lieves  thas 
the  said  General  Harmar's  conduct  throughout  the 
expedition,  was  marked  with  great  sobriety  and 
eminent  vigilance.  JOHN  THORP. 

Sworn  at  Fort  Washington  aforesaid,  the  37tb 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1791,  before 
me,  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  Territory 
aforesaid. 

G.  TURNER, 
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No.  8. 

Ttfrriicry  of  the  United  Statee  Nbrthweet  of  the 
River  Ohio^  ss : 

William  Wells,  Esq.,  of  the  North  Bend,  in  the 
x>unty  of  Hamilton,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
^mmon  Pleas  held  in  and  for  the  said  county, 
nd  superintendent  of  commissary^s  stores  during 
be  late  expedition  against  the  Omee  savages, 
»eing  duly  sworn,  maketh  oath,  and  saith  as  fol- 
9WS,  that  is  to  say  :  First,  this  deponent  saith  that 
he  duties  of  his  late  appointment  as  superintend- 
nt,  aforesaid,  required  him  to  be  about  the  person 
f  the  General  commanding  the  troops  on  that 
xpedition  every  morning  and  night,  and  that  the 
aid  Commanding  General  (Josiah  Harmar,  Esq.,) 
iniformly  appeared  to  him  (this  deponent)  in  a 
tate  of  sobriety,  competent  to  the  transaction  of 
.ny  business  pertaining  to  his  station.  And  fur- 
her  this  deponent  saith  not 

WILLIAM  WELLS. 

Sworn  at  Giocinnati,  in  the  county  of  Hamil- 
on,  and  Territory  aforesaid,  this  19th  day  of  May, 
791,  before  me,  George  Turner,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
fudges  in  and  over  the  said  Territory. 

No.  4. 

The  affidavit  of  Colonel  John  Hardin,  taken  in 
ODsequcnce  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  to  be  held  at 
fort  Washington,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Briga- 
tier  General  Harmar  on  the  expedition  against 
he  Maumee  towns,  in  October,  1790. 

This  deponent,  being  first  sworn,  deposeth  and 
aith:  That,  on  his  arrival  with  the  Kentucky 
nilitia  at  the  mouth  of  Licking,  he  commenced 
in  acquaintance  with  General  Harmar;  found, 
rom  his  conversation,  that  he  had  the  good  of  his 
»untry  and  the  expedition  very  much  at  heart; 
business  was  carried  on  regularly,  and  with  as 
Dach  expedition  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would 
idmit  About  the  1st  of  October  we  proceeded 
m  our  march ;  after  the  line  of  march  was  formed 
he  General  issued  his  orders  regularly,  and  ob- 
served very  strictly  that  they  were  executed ;  on 
mr  march  there  was  an  Indian  prisoner  taken, 
vho  gave  information  that  the  Indians  and  French 
vere  repairing  the  Old  Fort  at  the  Maumee  town, 
tnd  that  the  Indians  were  not  likely  to  get  any  of 
he  neighboring  tribes  to  join  them ;  this  prisoner 
Jso  informed  us  they  did  not  know  that  General 
larmar  had  any  artillery.  Aiter  receiving  this 
nfonnation  the  General  and  this  deponent  con- 
sulted upon  the  matter,  and  it  was  agreed  to  de- 
ach  six  hundred  men,  leaving  all  their  heavy 
>&gg&ge,  and  march  rapidly  to  the  towns,  hoping 
hat  the  enemy  would  fly  to  their  fort,  provided 
he  artillery  was  not  discovered,  and  that  six  hun^ 
ired,  rank  and  file,  would  be  sufficient  to  keep 
hem  in  their  fort  until  General  Harmar  arrived 
vith  the  artillery  and  balance  of  the  Army.  Ac- 
Jordingly,  when  the  General  was  informed  by  the 
piides  that  they  were  within  thirty  or  thirty-five 
niles  of  the  towns,  there  was  a  detachment  ordered 
0  make  ready  with  all  possible  expedition ;  those 
>rder8  were  so  plea.sing  to  the  officers  that  they 
disputed  who  should  go,  and  some  cast  lots  in 


order  to  settle  the  dispute ;  this  deponent,  being 
honored  with  the  command,  left  the  General  with 
his  detachment,  and  saw  him  no  more  until  he 
arrived  at  the  Maumee  village,  which  be  thinks 
was  about  three  or  four  days  after  he  left  him, 
during  which  time  he  heard  no  complaints  of  Ge- 
neral Harmar.  After  the  GeneraPs  arrival  at  the 
Maumee  village,  and  the  Indians  all  fled,  be  ex- 
pressed a  ytry  great  desire  to  make  his  route  by 
the  Wea  town,  on  the  Wabash;  for  this  pur- 
pose there  was  a  council  ordered  to  be  held;  but, 
before  the  council  met,  finding  the  Indians  had 
stolen,  the  night  before,  a  number  of  pack-horses 
and  some  of  the  light  horsemen's  horses,  there  was 
a  stop  put  to  the  business,  and  the  thoughts  of  the 
route  by  the  Wea  towns  laid  aside.  There  was 
an  old  French  captive  that  was  taken  informed  us 
the  Indians  were  scattered'  in  the  woods,  and  were 
not  able  by  any  means  to  fight  us,  and  that  they 
had  not  got  any  assistance  from  other  tribes ;  this 
induced  this  deponent  to  solicit  the  General  for  a 
command  of  about  three  or  four  hundred  men,  to 
range  the  woods  for  ten  or  twelve  miles,  which 
he  granted,  and  ordered  the  three  hundred  men 
to  be  furnished  with  three  days'  provisions ;  these 
orders  were  as  pleasing  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
as  the  former;  Colonel  Trotter  insisted  he  had 
been  promised  a  command;  and,  as  it  appeared 
this  would  be  productive  of  something  very  clever, 
he  wished  to  be  indulged  with  the  command  of 
the  detachment  then  ordered  out,  which  was 
granted  by  the  General,  this  deponent  consenting 
thereto.  Colonel  Trotter  marched  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ISth  October,  equipped  for  a  tour  of 
two  or.  three  days,  in  order  to  hunt  up  Indian 
camps ;  he  returned  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  at  the  time  the  General  and  the  deponent 
were  about  fixing  the  guards,  in  order  to  capture 
any  of  the  enemy  that  might  come  to  steal  horses. 
The  General  appeared  much  displeased  with  the 
conduct  of  Colonel  Trotter,  and  ordered  the  same 
party  out  again  that  evening,  and  for  this  deponent 
to  go  next  morning  and  take  charge  of  them.  This 
deponent,  agreeably  to  the  orders  given,  collected 
what  he  could  of  the  party  next  morning;  and, 
after  proceeding  about  ten  miles,  fell  in  with  a 
party  of  Indians,  who  begian  a  very  brisk  fire  on 
the  detachment,  who  retired  without  making 
but  very  little  resistance,  notwithstanding  all  ex- 
ertions to  prevent  them.  This  deponent,  when 
he  returned  to  camp,  informed  the  General  what 
had  happened ;  that  it  was  owing  to  the  cowardly 
behaviour  of  the  militia,  and  insisted  on  another 
party  being  sent  to  the  battle-ground.  The  Ge- 
neral informed  this  deponent  he  would  let  him 
know  in  the  morning.  Accordingly  he  told  him 
that  he  had  not  completed  the  object  that  he  was 
ordered  to  do,  and  that  if  anything  should  happen 
to  prevent  him,  he  should  be  reflected  on,  as  he  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  towns  so  long,  and 
had  not  destroyed  them,  that  he  would  first  give 
orders  for  that  purpose,  and  then  he  would  be  better 
able  to  Judge  what  was  best  to  be  done.  On  the 
morning  of  the  20th  orders  were  given  for  destroy- 
ing the  towns,  which  was  executed  accordingly. 
At  this  time  the  men  appeared  more  timid  than  be- 
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fore ;  the  General  told  this  deponent  he  thought  it 
would  not  answer  a  good  purpose  to  go  to  the 
battle*ground,  as  the  spirits  of  the  men  appeared  to 
be  very  low  at  hearing  of  so  many  men  being  killed, 
and  that  the  sight  of  the  mangled  bodies  would 
make  them  much  more  so ;  and  the  Indians,  if  not 
able  to  fight  us,  would  be  gone ;  and  that  he  should 
give  orders  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  to  Fort 
Washington.  Accordmglj,  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  we  left  the  towns  and  began  our  march  for 
the  mouth  of  licking,  in  about  eight  or  nine 
miles  encamped.  The  night  being  v^r?  clear,  and 
the  moon  giving  light,  this  deponent  informed  the 
General  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a  good  op- 
portunity to  steal  a  march  on  the  Indians,  as  he 
had  reason  to  believe  they  returned  to  the  towns 
as  soon  as  they  knew  the  Army  had  left  it 
The  General  did  not  appear  fond  of  sending  a 
party  back,  but  this  deponent  urged  the  matter, 
informing  the  General  that,  as  he  had  been  un- 
fortunate the  other  day,  he  wished  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  pick  the  militia  and  try  it  again; 
and  at  the  same  time  endeavored  to  account  for 
the  men^s  not  fighting,  and  desired  an  opportunity 
to  retrieve  the  credit  of  the  militia;  the  General 
appeared  not  to  be  of  opinion  the  enemy  would 
return  so  soon,  but  told  this  deponent  he  might 
take  about  one  hundred  men  and  go  back;  this 
deponent  replied  he  did  not  wish  to  go  back  with 
less  than  five  or  six  hundred  men ;  the  General 
answered  that  the  troops  were  very  much  fatigued, 
and  that  it  would  not  answer  any  valuable  purpose 
to  send  fio  many  men;  this  deponent  then  left 
the  General ;  In  about  half  an  hour  he  was  sent 
for,  when  the  General  informed  him  that  he  in- 
tended to  send  Major  Wyllys  back  with  all  the 
Federal  troops  that  could  be  spared,  saying  at  the 
same  time,  they  were  the  men  that  would  stand 
to  the  work,  and  that  he  wanted  about  one  hun- 
dred of  our  'best  militia.  After  some  conversa- 
tion between  the  General  and  this  deponent,  the 
latter  went  to  Major  Wyllys  and  told  him  be  did 
not  like  his  going  back  with  so  few  men;  the 
Major,  also  thinking  the  number  too  few,  wished 
this  deponent  to  speak  to  the  General  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  was  done.  Major  McMullen  and 
Major  Hall  were  then  sent  for,  and  the  design 
made  known  to  them;  they  both  appeared  well 
pleased  with  the  affair ;  it  was  then  proposed  what 
number  of  men  would  be  sufficient,  this  deponent 
recommending  from  four  to  six  hundred;  they 
both  concluded  that  four  hundred  men  were  fully 
sufficient  The  General  seemed  perfectly  satis- 
fied that  any  number  of  troops  that  were  thought 
adequate  to  the  purpose  should  be  ordered;  ac- 
cordingly, four  hundred  men,  consisting  of  sixty 
regulars,  three  hundred  foot  militia,  and  forty 
horsemen,  rank  and  file,  properly  officered,  were 
ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at  midnight ;  this 
deponent  was  honored  with  the  command  of  the 
militia. 

The  troops  marched  agreeably  to  orders  about 
two  o'clock,  and  after  proceeding  to  the  towns  they 
fell  in  with  a  party  of  Indians  (a  battle  ensued,  the 
result  of  which  is  generally  known ;)  as  they  re- 
turned, about  one  and  a  half  miles  before  we  got 


to  camp.  This  deponent  sent  a  horseman  fonnni 
to  inform  the  General  what  was  done,  and  T«n 
shortly  after  he  had  despatched  this  horseman,  met 
Major  Ray,  with  about  thirty  men,  who  infonstd 
him  there  had  come  a  horseman  into  camp,  and 
had  acquainted  the  General  that  the  party  tu 
nearly  all  cut  oflf^  that  the  Greneral  had  sent  hia 
with  what  men  he  could  get  out  of  the  militia  to 
meet  what  had  escaped  of  the  detachment,  that 
those  with  him  were  all  that  would  turn  out :  this 
deponent  informed  the  Major  otherwise,  and  re- 
quested him  to  wait  until  Major  M*Mullen,  Mijor 
Hall,  and  Major  Orrosby  should  come  up,  that  ther 
were  but  a  small  distance  behind,  and  he  woaiJ  go 
forward  to  the  General.  When  this  deponeot  ar- 
rived at  camp  and  informed  the  General  what  ras 
done,  he  appeared  to  be  well  satisfied;  h«  i'^ 
asked  the  General  if  he  would  not  send  back  to- 
other party  to  keep  possession  of  the  battle-groaoiii 
he  replied,  he  would  not  divide  his  Armv  anr 
more,  when  this  deponent  insisted  on  the  vbiiie 
Army's  marching  back,  no  person  being  pre^eT, 
except  the  General,  Major  Doughty,  and  this  «!' 
ponent :  the  General  answered.  You  see  the  s'te* 
ation  of  the  Army,  we  are  now  scarcely  able  u 
move  our  baggage,  it  will  take  up  three  dajs  tor? 
and  return  to  this  place,  we  have  no  more  fon;f 
for  our  horses,  and  if  the  Indians  intend  to  collKt, 
which  he  apprehended  they  would,  from  their  $Q^ 
cess  on  the  19th,  it  would  give  them  a  great  op- 
portunity ;  that  they  had  got  a  very  good  scoarr- 
ing,  and  he  would  keep  the  Army  in  perfect  n.>adi- 
ness  to  receive  them,  should  they  think  proper  t? 
follow :  and  finally  concluded  that  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  it  was  best  to  move  forwanJ  to 
Fort  Washington,  and  if  the  Indians  did  foltov, 
he  would  make  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  de- 
feat their  intentions ;  Major  Doughty  appeared 
perfectly  to  agree  with  the  General  in  opinioa 
The  bounds  of  the  camp  were  made  less ;  the  Ar- 
my continued  at  the  same  camp  until  next  morn- 
ing, orders  were  given  to  march  at  the  usual  boor, 
which  was  eight  oVlock;  during  this  time  this 
deponent  never  heard  any  person  express  a  desire 
to  go  back  to  the  towns,  except  two  soldiers  of  Ma- 
jor Ray^E  party,  by  the  names  of  Miller  and  Ham- 
mond. Next  morning,  at  the  hour  appointed  to 
march,  tjie  General  moved  with  the  front  of  the 
Army,  and  halted  at  a  very  small  distance,  litter 
not  being  ready  for  all  the  wounded.  This  dcp>)- 
nent,  with  the  rear  guard,  and  many  others,  did  not 
leave  the  camp  until  ten  o'clock,  when  they  ino^cd 
on  and  joined  the  Army;  the  whole  then  pro- 
ceeded on  towards  Fort  Washington,  with  as  muoh 
regularity  as  was  observed  in  going  out,  ontil  ve 
came  to  the  old  Chilicothe  on  little  Miami,  when 
a  number  of  militia,  contrary  to  orders  fired  oiT 
their  guna  This  deponent  endeavored  to  put  t 
stop  to  such  disorderly  behaviour  ;  and  commanit^ 
that  those  offenders  that  could  be  taken  »h»ald 
be  punished  agreeably  to  general  orders,  and  haf- 
ing  caught  a  soldier  himself  in  the  very  art  O' 
firing  his  gun,  ordered  a  file  of  men  to  take  him 
immediately  and  carry  him  to  the  six-poundcr, 
and  for  the  drummer  to  tie  him  up  and  g]^^ 
him  six  lashes.    This  deponent  was  shortly  liiir 
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let  by  Colonel  Trotter  and  Major  M'Mullen,  and 
number  of  militia  soldiers,  who  in  an  abrupt  man- 
er  asked  him  by  what  aatbority  he  ordered  that 
otdier  whipped  ?  he  replied,  in  support  of  general 
nders ;  on  which  a  very  warm  dispute  ensued  be- 
ween  Colonel  Trotter,  Mnjor  M^Mullen,  and  this 
eponent  The  General,  being  informed  of  what 
ad  happened,  came  forward  and  gave  Colonel 
Votter  and  Mnjor  M*MulIen  a  very  severe  repri* 
land,  ordered  the  Federal  troops  to  parade,  and  the 
rummer  to  do  his  duty,  swearing  he  would  risk  his 
ife  in  support  of  his  ordent.  The  man  received 
he  number  of  lashes  ordered,  and  several  that  were 
on(ined  were  set  at  liberty;  numbers  of  the  militia 
eeined  mueh  pleased  with  what  was  done.  This 
^tended  mutiny  being  soon  quashed,  the  Army 
roceeded  in  good  order  to  Fort  Washington. 
Vhen  the  Army  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  LicKing, 
he  General  informed  this  deponent  he  had  deter- 
Dined  to  arrest  some  of  the  militia  officers  for  their 
ad  conduetf  and  send  them  home  with  disgrace ; 
lat  this  deponent  opposed  his  intention,  alleging 
hat  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  whole  militia, 
hat  he  would  perhaps  stand  in  need  of  their  ossist- 
ince  on  some  future  occasion,  and  it  would  sour  their 
ninds  and  cause  them  to  turn  out  with  reluctance, 
ind  that  his  discharging  them  generally  with  honor, 
»erh  ips  would  answer  a  better  purpose  ;  the  Gene- 
:ii  readily  indulged  the  request  of  this  deponent. 
Phis  deponent  further  observes,  that  during  the 
expedition  he  never  heard  officer  nor  soldier  find 
ault,  or  give  the  moat  distant  hint  of  being  dis- 
)Ieased  with  the  General's  conduct  in  ony  respect, 
lor  charge  him  with  cowardice  or  drunkenness, 
ind  expected  the  General  hod  given  general  satis- 
faction :  and  what  more  confirmed  his  opinion,  was 
ifter  titeir  arrival  at  Fort  Washington,  the  Gene- 
"al  invited  all  the  field  and  some  other  officers  to 
line  with  him,  amongHt  whom  was  Colonel  Trot^ 
er,  Major  Doughty,  Major  Hall,  and  Major  Mc- 
^Iiillen.  Dinner  being  over,  wine  was  introduced ; 
he  General  stepping  out  on  some  occasion.  Major 
lall  proposed  drinking  his  health,  it  was  unani- 
Dously  agreed  to,  and  with  as  much  cheerfulness 
la  any  other  health  that  was  proposed.  This  depo- 
)ent  continued  at  Fort  Washington  a  few  days  after, 
md  never  heard  any  person  speak  a  disrespectful 
vnrd  uf  General  Harmar,  or  find  fault  in  the  least 
^'ith  his  conduct  whilst  on  the  expedition.  When 
hi;)  deponent  returned  home  in  Kentucky,  hearing 
mch  reports  respecting  the  expedition,  was  much 
tmazed,  but  concluded  it  arose  from  a  want  of 
knowledge  and  proper  information,  or  from  preju- 
lice.  This  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  looked 
>n  General  Harmar  to  be  a  very  brave  and  expert* 
inced  officer.     And  fnrther  saith  not. 

JOHN  HARDLN. 

Velsow,  m. 

This  day  came  Colonel  John  Hnrdih  before  me, 
^  Jusiii;t>  of  the  Peace  for  said  county,  and  made 
)3th,  that  the  above  affidavit  was  just  and  true  to 
^he  best  of  his  'knowledge,  and  subscribed  his  name 
»)  my  presence.  Given  under  my  hand,  this  four* 
^eenth  day  of  September,  1791. 

JOHN  CALDWELL. 


I  have  read  the  above  affidavit,  and  what  comes 
within  mv  knowledge  of  it,  I  know  to  be  true,  and 
the  rest  I  believe  to  be  true.  Given  under  my  hand, 
this  fifteenth  of  September,  179  L 

STEPHEN  ORMSBY. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Nelson  county.  BENJAMIN  FRYE. 


COBIMEROE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Message  fix>m  the  Pbisidiiit  or  thk  UmriD  Statis, 
communicating  the  correspondence  between  the 
British  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  relation  to  the  Commerce  of  the  two 
countries. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives : 

T  have  thought  it  proper  to  lay  before  you  a 
communication  of  the  llth  infant,  from  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  relative  to  the  Commerce  of  the 
two  countries ;  together  with  their  explanatory  cor- 
respondence, and  the  Secretary  of  State*8  Letter  to 
me  on  the  subject 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

April,  13, 1792. 

Philadelphia,  April  13,  1792. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Hammond,  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  covering  a 
clause  of  a  statute  of  that  country  relative  to  its 
Commerce  with  this,  and  notifying  a  determina- 
tion to  carry  it  into  execution  henceforward. 
Conceiving  that  the  determination  announced 
could  not  be  really  meant  as  extensively  as  the 
words  import,  I  asked  and  received  an  explanation 
from  the  Minister,  as  expressed  in  the  Letter  and 
answer  herein  enclosed;  and,  on  consideration  of  all 
circumstances,  I  cannot  but  confide  in  the  opinion 
expressed  by  him,  that  its  sole  object  is  to  exclude 
foreign  vessels  from  the  islands  of  Jersey  and 
Guernsey. 

The  want  of  proportion  between  the  motives 
expressed  and  the  measure,  its  magnitude  and  con- 
sequences, total  silence  as  to  the  proclamation  on 
which  the  intercourse  between  the  two  countries 
has  hitherto  hung,  and  of  which,  in  this  broad  sense, 
it  would  be  a  revocation,  and  the  recent  manifesta- 
tions of  the  disposition  of  that  Government  to  con- 
cur with  this  in  mutual  offices  of  friendship  and 
good  will,  support  his  construction. 

The  Minister,  moreover,  assured  me  verbally  that 
he  would  immediately  write  to  his  Court  for  an  ex- 
planation, and  in  the  mean  time  is  of  opinion  that 
the  usual  intercourse  of  Commerce  between  the 
two  countries  (Jersey  and  Guernsey  excepted)  need 
not  be  suspended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
most  profound  respect  and  attachment,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  President  of  the  U,  S, 


1161 


APPENDIX. 


115J 


PeHHon  of  OtUkarme  Oreene. 


Philadglfhii.,  August  11,  1792. 

Sir  :  I  have  received,  by  a  circular  despatch  from 
my  Court,  directions  to  inform  this  Government 
that,  considerable  inconveniences  having  arisen 
from  the  importation  of  tobacco  in  foreign  vessels 
into  the  ports  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  contrary 
to  the  act  of  the  12th  Charles  II,  chapter  18,  sec- 
tion 3  (commonly  called  the  Navigation  act,)  it  has 
been  determined,  in  future,  strictly  to  enforce  this 
clause,  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to 
you  a  copy. 

And  i  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect 
esteem  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant 

GEO.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  JsFFERSoir. 

Act  12  Char.  2,  Chap.  18,  Sec.  3. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  ly  the  authority  afore- 
9aid,  That  no  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever, 
of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of 
Africa,  Asia,  or  America,  or  of  any  part  thereof, 
which  are  described  or  laid  down  in  the  usual 
mnps  or  charts  of  those  places,  be  imported  into 
England,  Ireland,  or  Wales,  islands  of  Guernsey 
and  Jersey,  or  town  of  Berwlck-upon*Tweed,  in 
any  other  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels  whatso- 
ever, but  in  such  as  do  truly  and  without  fraud, 
belong  only  to  the  people  of  England  or  Ireland, 
Dominion  of  Wales,  or  town  of  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  or  of  the  lands,  islands,  plantations,  or 
territories  in  Asia,  Africii,  or  America,  to  his  Ma- 
jesty belonging,  as  the  proprietors  and  right 
owners  thereof  and  whereof  the  master  and  three- 
fourths  at  least  of  the  mariners  are  English,  under 
the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  all  such  goods  and 
commodities,  and  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which 
they  were  imported,  with  all  her  guns,  tackle, 
furniture,  ammunition,  and  apparel — one  moiety 
to,  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  him  or  them  who  shall  seize,  in- 
form,  or  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  Court  of  Record, 
by  bill,  information,  plaint,  or  other  action,  where- 
in no  essoine,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  shall  be 
allowed. 


Philadelphia,  April  12,  1792. 

Sir  :  I  am  this  moment  favored  with  the  Letter 
you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  yesterday,  cover- 
ing the  extract  of  a  British  statute  forbidding  the 
admission  of  foreign  vessels  into  any  ports  of  the 
British  dominions,  with  goods  or  commodities  of 
the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of  Ame- 
rica. The  effect  of  this  appears  to  me  so  exten- 
sive as  to  induce  a  doubt  whether  I  understand 
rightly  the  determination  to  enforce  it,  which  you 
notify,  and  to  oblige  me  to  ask  of  you  whether  we 
are  to  consider  it  as  so  far  a  revocation  of  the  pro- 
clamation of  your  Government,  regulating  the 
Commerce  between  the  two  countries,  and  that 
henceforth  no  articles  of  the  growth,  production, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  Slates  are  to  be  re- 
ceived in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  in 
vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States? 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
The  Minister  Pleiofotertlart 
<if  Great  Britain, 


Philadelfhla^  April  12, 1793. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  Letter  of  this  day,  I  ban 
the  honor  of  observing,  that  I  have  no  other  in- 
structions upon  the  subject  of  my  commnnkatkn 
than  such  as  are  contained  in  the  circular  de8{ateb, 
of  which  I  stated  the  purport  in  my  Letter  ducd 
yesterday.  I  have,  however,  no  diflBculty  in  is. 
suring  you  that  the  result  of  my  personal  convic' 
tion  is,  that  the  determination  of  his  Majestj*! 
Government  to  enforce  the  clause  of  the  Act  of 
Navigation,  a  (copy  of  which  I  transmitted  to 
you,)  with  respect  to  the  importation  of  eooiao- 
dities  in  foreign  vessels,  has  originated  in  tvox- 
quence  of  the  many  frauds  that  nave  taken  pisre 
in  the  importation  of  tobacco  into  his  MajestTV 
dominions,  in  foreign  vessels,  and  is  not  intended  tc 
militate  against  the  proclamation,  or  order  of  thi 
King  in  Council,  regulating  the  commercial  intef- 
course  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  StatA 
which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  still  exists  la 
full  force,  as  I  have  not  bad  the  most  distant  infor- 
mation of  its  being  revoked. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe<iitiit 
humble  servant, 

GEO.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  Jefferson. 


PETITION  OF  CATHARINE  GREENE 

Hie  SBOavTART  or  tbk  Tsvasurt,  to  whom  vts  n- 
ferred  a  petition  of  Oatharine  Greene,  of  the  4tli  of 
March,  1790,  respectfully  submits  the  folloviog  Be 
port  thereupon : 

The  said  petition  seeks  to  obtain  an  indeniRiS- 
cation  from  the  United  States  against  the  effeeis 
of  certain  engagements  which  were  entered  viio 
by  the  now  deceased  husband  of  the  petitioner, 
the  late  Major  Gieneral  Nathaniel  Greene,  vhile 
commanding  officer  in  the  Southern  DepartaeD*: 
and,  for  the  circumstances  on  which  it  is  fonnded, 
refers  to  a  represeutation,  of  the  32d  of  Ad^^ 
1785,  which  was  made  by  the  said  Gren.  Greene  to 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  ;  a  copy 
of  which  representation,  marked  A,  is  herewith  sQ^ 
mitted. 

The  following  are  the  principal  facts  which  ap- 
pear in  relation  to  this  application : 

1.  The  Department  of  War,  in  the  Fall  of  lli« 
year  1782,  authorized  the  said  Major  General 
Greene  to  obtain  supplies  of  clothing  for  the  troops 
under  his  command. 

2.  In  consequence  of  this  authority,  in  No^in- 
ber  or  December  of  the  same  year,  he  entered  in|o 
a  contract  for  the  supply  of  clothing  to  the  Ann'' 
with  John  Bank.s,  a  partner  in  the  House  of  Huo^ 
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Banks,  Sl  Co.,  who  eontraet«d  on  behalf  of  the 
mpany;  and  upon  account  of  the  contraet  ad- 
nced  nim  eleren  hundred  guineas  in  money,  and 
ew  bills  npon  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  for 
3  residue.  This  transaction  was  duly  notified  to 
B  Department  of  War,  and  received  the  approba- 
»n  of  that  department 

3.  The  goods  for  completing  this  contract  were 
irchased  en  credit  by  the  contractors  from  certain 
itish  oierehants  then  in  Charleston. 

4.  About  the  same  period,  the  Superintendent  of 
nance  empowered  General  Greene  to  contract  for 
e  supply  of  alt  such  provisions  as  might  be  wanted 
r  the  use  of  the  Army,  in  the  States  of  North  and 
>ath  Carolina  and  Georgia,  with  permission,  if 
ore  convenient  to  him,  to  commit  the  execution  of 
e  business  to  Edward  Carrington,  Esq. ;  to  whom 
was  accordingly  committed. 

5.  An  engagement  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
tate  of  l&uth  Carolina,  for  the  supply  of  the 
rmy,  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the  year  178% 
.  became  urgent  to  complete  a  contract  for  the 
ipply  after  that  period.    Advertisements  for  re- 
nving  proposals  were  published;  and  particular 
pplications  were  made  by  General  Greene    to 
andry  characters  of  property  and  influence,  who 
ad  been  formerly  men  of  business,  to  endeatvor  to 
ngnge  them  to  enter  into  a  competition  for  the 
ofitract.     But  these  efforts  did  not  produce  the 
esired  effect,  owing  partly  to  the  distressed  and 
eranged  situation  of  the  country,  and  partly  to 
be  then  state  of  public  credit    No  offer  was  made, 
xcept  by  the  same  John  Banks,  who  was  the  con- 
mctor  for  supplying  the  troops  with  clothing,  act- 
ng  on  behalf  of  the  same  copartnership  of  Hunter, 
lank 8,  dz,  Co.    The  terms  proposed  by  him,  being 
bought  too  disadvantageous,  were  not  accepted 
a  the  first  instance.    The  State  of  South  Carolina 
aving  consented  to  extend  its  measures  for  sup- 
lying  the  Army  to  the  20th  of  February  follow- 
ig,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  extension,  to  en- 
eavor  to  procure  better  terms.    A  conclysion  was 
elayed  to  give  a  further  opportunity  for  other 
ffers,  and  negotiations  were  carried  on  with  Mr. 
lanks  to  induce  him  to  moderate  his  terms.    He 
iW  somewhat  in  his  demands;  but  as  they  still 
ontinued  to  be  thought  too  high,  Gen.  Greene 
'ould  not  suffer  a  contract  to  bo  concluded  till 
very  possible   effort   to    obtain   more  favorable 
erms  had  failed.    As  a  last  expedient  for  this  pur- 
ose,  a  letter  was  written  by  the  said  Edward  Car- 
ington  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
tives  of  South  Carolina,  stating  the  then  situation 
f  the  business,  and  asking  through  him  the  opt- 
ion of  the  House,  whether  there  was  a  probability 
f  obtaining  from  any  part  of  the  country  more 
dvantageouB  terms;  and  whether  it  would  be  ad- 
i^ble,  in  the  expectation  of  such  an  event,  to 
^p  open  the  contract  for  any  longer  period.    It 

Spears  to  have  been  an  object  of  this  letter, 
rough  the  medium  of  that  body,  to  excite,  if 
■ossibie,  some  further  competition.  But  the  end 
'*«  not  answered.  The  Speaker,  in  his  repljr, 
lates  that  no  competition  had  been  excited  in 
onsequence  of  it,  and  that,  though  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  Banks  were  thought  too  high,  yet  as  no 
2i>  CoH.— 87 


other  proposals  had  been  made,  and  as  the  pressing 
necessities  of  the  Army  called  for  immediate  re- 
lief, it  was  deemed  needless  to  keep  open  the  con- 
tract any  longer,  under  an  idea  that  more  advan- 
tageous propositions  might  be  made.  Under  these 
circumstances,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month  of 
February,  a  contract  with  Hunter,  Banks,  dz,  Co., 
was  concluded,  and  was  immediately  after  notified 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance. 

6.  It  is  stated  by  General  Greene,  in  his  repre- 
sentation to  Congress,  that  the  company's  funds 
were  inadequate  to  the  execution  of  what  they  . 
had  undertaken ;  that  bills  sold  greatly  under  par, 
and  few  could  be  sold  at  any  rate  ;  that  the  funds 
of  which  the  company  were  possessed  were  tied 
up  by  prior  engagements;  that  the  creditors  in- 
sisted on  further  security,  before  they  would  con- 
sent to  an  application  of  those  funds  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Army.  That  he  was  reduced  to  a  choice 
of  difficulties,  either  to  turn  the  Army  loose  upon 
the  country,  or  take  upon  himself  the  risk  of  sup- 
porting the  contractors;  that  he  chose  the  latter, 
as  the  least  evil,  and  became  bound  for  them  to 
their  creditors  for  a  sum  of  upwards  of  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling;  that  to  render  the  hazard  as 
small  as  possible,  he  made  the  company  give  an 
order  on  their  agent  in  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Pettit, 
for  all  the  contract  money  and  sums  due  upon  the 
clothing  department,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  persons  whose  debts  he  had  guaranteed,  and 
that  one  of  the  creditors  was  sent  forward  to  re- 
ceive them ;  but  that  these  funds  were  diverted  into 
other  channels. 

And  it  appears,  in  proof,  that  public  bills  were, 
as  alleged,  of  very  difficult  sale,  being  subject  to 
a  discount  of  16  per  cent  for  prompt  payment, 
(as  much  as  26  being  sometimes  demanded ;)  that 
the  Army,  at  the  time  when  this  engagement  waa 
entered  into  by  General  Greene,  was  in  a  very 
critical  situation ;  that  discontents  from  varioua 
causes  had  produced  several  instances  of  actual 
mutiny ;  that  if  the  contractors  had  failed,  there 
WAS  no  ground  to  count  on  any  other  resource  aa 
a  subiititute,  and  if  a  want  of  provisions  had  been 
added  to  other  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  a  disbanding  or  dissolution  of 
the.  Army.  That  General  Greene,  on  or  about 
the  8th  of  April,  1783,  did  become  surety  for  the 
contractors,  to  different  persons,  in  very  consider- 
able sums;  and  it  is  to  oe  inferred,  as  well  from 
the  fact  itself,  as  from  the  evidence,  that  the  doing 
of  it  was  necessary,  by  quieting  their  creditors,  to 
enable  them  to  proceed  in  the  supply  of  the  Army. 

It  further  appears,  in  proof,  that  Mr.  Burnet,  one 
of  the  company,  had  informed  Mr.  Pettit,  their 
agent  that  they  had  purchased  a  quantity  of  goods 
from  British  merchants  in  Charleston ;  that  these 
goods  hod  enabled  them  to  undertake  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  Army  in  clothing  and  provisions ;  and 
that  they  had  stipulated  with  those  merchants, 
**  that  the  moneys  arising  from  the  contract  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  con- 
tracted by  that  purchase.**  That  repeated  instruc- 
tions, by  letter,  in  the  name  of  the  company — 
sometimes  in  the  handwriting  of  Banks,  and  some- 
times of  Burnet — "*  uniformly  held  up  to  him  (Mr. 
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Pettit)  the  idea  of  paying  the  produce  of  the  con- 
tract to  the  same  merchants,  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  claims,  of  which  they  sent  a  list  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  £33,000,  due  to  three  houses.** 
That  two  payments,  one  for  $22,876,  and  the  other 
for  $4,222,  were  made  by  him  to  the  British  mer- 
chanta;  that  a  Mr.  Warrington,  one  of  them,  had 
come  forward  to  Philadelphia  to  receive  the  money, 
both  on  his  own  account,  and  as  an  agent  fur 
others ;  but  that,  in  consequence  of  subsequent  ar- 
rangements and  instructions,  the  residue  of  the 
contract  money  was  diverted  to  other  purposes. 

7.  Precautions  were  taken  by  General  Greene, 
when  he  became  apprised  of  his  danger,  to  obtain 
counter  security.  TMs  was  actually  effected  to  a 
considerable  extent ;  but  it  seems  now  reduced  to  a 
certainty,  that  a  loss  of  not  less  than  eight  thousand 
pounds  sterling  will  be  sustained  by  his  estate,  in 
consequence  of  the  transaction,  unless  indemnified 
by  the  Government;  and  that  the  probable  result 
will  be  the  entire  ruin  of  the  estate. 

8.  No  document  appears,  showing  that  the  no- 
tice of  his  having  become  surety  for  the  company, 
was  ever  given  by  General  Greene  to  Congress,  or 
any  of  the  Public  Departments,  prior  to  his  repre- 
sentations of  the  22d  August,  1785,  claiming  an  in- 
demnity in  case  of  such  eventual  loss.  The  omission 
of  such  notice,  is  indeed  to  be  inferred,  from  the 
silence  of  that  representation  on  the  point  The 
evidence  of  the  foregoing  facts  is  to  be  found  in  the 
documents  herewith  submitted,  marked  from  A  to  Z 
inclusively. 

Under  this  state  of  facts,  it  remains  to  be  con- 
sidered whether  it  be  incumbent  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  grant  the  indemnifica- 
tion to  the  estate  of  Major  General  Greene,  which 
is  sought  by  the  petition. 

Objections  to  such  an  indemnification  might  arise 
from  three  sources. 

I.  Want  of  authority  from  the  Government  to 
enter  into  the  suretyship  in  question. 

But  this,  it  is  conceived,  would  not  be  a  valid 
objection.  There  cerLninly  are  numerous  cases 
in  which  the  commanding  officer  of  an  Army  is 
justifiable  in  doing  more  than  he  has  a  regular 
authority  to  do,  from  the  exigency  of  particular 
conjunctures.  And  where  it  appears  that  the  un- 
authorized procedure  was  prudent  and  necessary 
in  itself,  and  was  warranted  by  motives  sufficient- 
Iv  important  and  emergent,  it  is  just  and  proper  in 
the  Government  to  ratify  what  has  been  aone,  and 
to  indemnify  the  oflScer  from  injury  on  account  of 
it  That  an  emergency  of  this  kind  did  exist,  to 
justify  the  measure  which  was  adopted  by  Gene- 
ral Greene,  appears  to  be  satisfactorily  established. 
The  keeping  of  the  Army  from  disbanding,  may 
be  presumed,  upon  strong  grounds  of  evidence,  to 
have  materially  depended  upon  it  And  there 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  a  deficiency  of  precau- 
tion in  guarding,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  against 
eventual  loss. 

II.  A  personal  or  private  Interest  in  doing  what 
was  foreign  to  the  duties  and  relations  of  a  com- 
manding officer. 

This,  if  it  should  exist,  would  be  a  decisive  ob- 
jection.   The  existence  of  it  having  been  alleged, 


it  remains  to  examine  what  probability  tbere  is  ct 
the  allegation  being  well  founded.  Its  soom  is 
traced  to  a  letter  of  John  Banks,  containing  a  sug- 
gestion or  conjecture,  that  General  Greene  w^ul  or 
probably  would  be,  concerned  in  the  coptxtoerbh^ 
of  Hunter,  Banks,  &.  Co. 

But  this  circumstance  loses  all  force  from  tbe  fol* 
lowing  considerations : 

1.  From  a  letter,  which  General  Greene  wrote  to 
John  Banks,  dated  the  25th  of  December,  I78i  k 
which  the  General  makes  his  acknowledgments  to 
Mr.  Banks,  for  the  services  he  bad  rendered  to  tlic 
Army,  in  respect  to  'clotliing,  and  invites  him  to  be- 
come a  competitor  for  supplying  it  with  proTi^o&s. 
The  scope  and  language  of  this  letter  strongir  is- 
dicate  that  General  Greene  bad  then  do  interested 
connexion  with  Mr.  Banks,  in  relation  to  any  of  the 
matters  which  are  the  subjects  of  it  As  thineoa- 
clasion  results  rather  from  the  general  teuor  of  *M 
letter  than  from  JMrticular  expressions,  its  jn^tces 
will  best  appear  oy  an  inaertioa  of  the  enthe  letter. 
It  is  in  these  words : 

"Hbadquartirs,  Dec  25, 1781 

"Dkab  Sir:  The  comfortable  oooditioD  io  vbid 
you  have  put  the  Army « from  the  large  supply  of  bluk 
et«  aivl  clothing  furnished  it,  claims  my  psrticjitf 
acknowlpdgmeots ;  for  although  I  expect  the  pubU 
will  make  you  a  reasonable  compeasation,  jet  »  y« 
were  the  only  person  who  had  toe  will  sod  the  t&eaas 
to  serve  us,  our  obligation  is  equally  great  1  am  hap- 
py to  find,  also,  that  most  if  not  all  our  officers  are  hkf!; 
to  get  supplies  of  clothing  through  your  ageocj.  C^ 
Carrington,  who  is  appointed  to  make  the  coutraet'  R< 
the  subsistence  of  the  Southern  Army,  also  infurm^u 
your  bouse  have  it  in  contemplation  to  engage  in  lia 
busineas.  Great  as  all  our  other  obligatioiis  are,  if  v-s 
contract  for  the  supplies  of  the  Army,  this  will  be  grea» 
than  all  the  rest;  for  the  present  mode,  in  vbidi  vev« 
supplied,  is  truly  distressing,  both  to  tho  peopl*!  u^^ 
the  Armv.  The  manner  of  collecting,  by  oiiiitarf  par- 
ties, renders  it  distressing  to  the  citizens,  and  ina  tfat 
uncertain  collectioos,  the  Army  is  often  without  vnf- 
thing  to  eat  This  is  hard  upon  troops  who  have  U«! 
so  freely  for  an  oppressed  people.  1  must  beg  yoa  w 
hasten  your  proposals ;  and  I  flat^^r  myself  }i>D  vjIL 
from  your  attachment  to  the  catise,  as  well  a«  a  r<^ 
for  the  Army,  serve  the  public  on  the  lowest  ternn 

"  I  am,  dear  shr,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

-NATttGREKit 

**  Mr.  John  Bauxs." 

2.  From  the  pains  taken  by  that  officer  to  is- 
duce  competition  from  other  quarters ;  the  dfUp 
which,  with  his  participation  and  directioo.  at- 
tended 'an  acceptance  of  the  proposals  m^^  If 
Hunter,  Banks,  &  Co.,  after  the  time  for  receiriri 
proposals  had  expired,  in  order  to  afford  i  »'j^ 
further  opportunity  for  other  proposals,  a^  ^ 
bring  that  company  to  more  moderate  terms  tb* 
reference  which,  in  the  last  resort,  was  had  to  \^ 
Assembly  of  South  Carolina,  as  the  onlj  naif^  \ 
ing  expedient  for  exciting  a  competition,  *'^ 
had  in  vain  been  sought  by  other  means ;  tixl  '<*  i 
specting  which  Colonel  Carrington,  in  his  &l^  i 
vit,  (document  R,)  expresses  himself  io  titcdt 
strong  terms :  **  General  Greene  would  not  ^^^^ 
a  contract  to  be  closed,  without  making  evon  \<* 
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t>)e  effort  to  excite  a  competition,  and  as  a  last 
sort,  a  letter  was  written  to  the  Assembly  of 
)ath  Caroliaa,**  &c. ;  cirenmstances  which  satis- 
etorily  prove  that  General  Greene  had,  in  the 
"St  instance,  no  common  interest  with  Hanter, 
inks,  &  Co.,  in  the  contract  for  supplying  the 
rmy  with  provisions. 

3.  From  a  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  one  of  the 
irtners,  to  General  Greene,  December  29th,  1782, 
tocument  F,)  in  which  he  thanks  Greneral  Greene 
r  a  letter  of  approbation  of  his  public  conduct, 
id  expresses  a  hope  of  that  countenance  and  aid 
om  the  General,  in  private  life,  which  he  had  en- 
yed  while  serving  under  his  command ;  and  then 
oceeds  to  mention  the  case  of  a  brig,  belonging 
>  the  company,  which  had  been  seized  at  Savannah, 
id  asks,  as  a  favor,  a  letter  from  the  General  to 
le  Judge  before  whom  the  cause  of  the  vessel  was 
[pected  to  be  tried,  to  remove  a  prejudice  against 
Ir.  Banks,  (as  being  a  person  inimical  to  the 
merican  cause,)  which,  it  wits  feared,  might  occa- 
on  her  condemnation.  The  style  of  this  letter  is 
le  reverse  of  that  of  one  partner  writing  to  another, 
3  a  subject  of  mutual  interest  It  is  that  of  a 
ftrson  who  had  received  favors  from  a  patron, 
Jcing' a  further  favor. 

4.  From  the  counter-securities  which  General 
reene  took,  in  consequence  of  his  having  become 
irety  for  the  company,  to  their  creditors;  one 
nng  a  bond,  from  Banks,  Patton,  and  Hunter, 
iree  of  the  partners,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  May, 
783,  (document  M,)  in  which  it  is  acknowledged, 
)  is  usual  in  such  cases,  that  General  Greene  had 
)  concern  in  the  debts  for  which  he  had  become 
)nnd ;  and  the  parties  accordingly  engage  to  exo- 
^rate  him  from  those  debts,  or  any  damages  which 
ight  arise  from  his  becoming  security  for  them : 
lother  being  an  assignment  from  Robert  Forsyth, 
lother  of  the  partners,  to  General  Greene,  bear- 
g  date  the  2d  of  September,  1784,  (document 
,}  of  debts  due  to  the  partnership,  as  a  counter- 
curity  to  him ;  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  Gene- 
l  Greene,  at  the  special  instance  and  request  of 
e  company,  had  become  their  teeuriiy  to  certain 
rsons,  to  whom  they  were  indebted.  The  lat- 
r,  however,  being  a  considerable  time  after 
e  transaction,  is  far  less  conclusive  than  the 
rmer. 

5.  From  the  affidavits  of  John  Banks  and  James 
unter,  two  of  the  partners,  one  dated  the  3d  of 
nnary,  1783,  (document  O,)  the  other  26th  of 
iptember,  1785,  (document  P;)  the  first,  denying 

Bicitly  all  connexion  of  General  Greene  in  the 
rs  of  the  company ;  the  last,  declaring  that  the 
^nent  never  considered  General  Greene  as  di- 
Mly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  purchase  of 
^  goods  upon  which  the  debts,  for  which  he  had 
pome  bound,  appear  to  have  been  founded :  that 
I  purchase  was  on  the  proper  account  of  John 
iik»,  Robert  Forsyth,  Ichabod  Burnet,  John 
Me,  Robert  Patton,  and  the  deponent;  and  that 
never  heard  nor  understood,  from  either  of  the 
iter  partners,  that  General  Greene  was  any  way 
Herned  or  interested  in  that  purchase.  There 
tiso  a  certifk!ate  from  Robert  Forsyth,  of  the 
of  March,  1785,  (document  Q,)  declaring  that 


the  General  was  not  interested,  either  in  that  pur- 
chase, or  in  the  contract  for  the  Army. 

6.  From  a  suit  in  Chancery,  which  was  brought 
by  General  Greene,  and  after  his  death  prosecuted 
by  his  executors  to  a  recovery,  against  John  Fer- 
rte,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  house  of  Hunter, 
Banks,  Sl  Co.  ;  which  suit,  it  appepirs,  might  have 
been  defeated  by  proof  of  interest  in  the  partner- 
ship, on  the  part  of  General  Greene ;  but  not  only 
no  such  proof  was  made,  but  it  is  asserted  on  oath, 
by  Charles  C.  Pinckney,  (document  Y,)  who  was 
solicitor  and  counsel  for  Ferrie,  and  who  professes 
to  have  obtained,  in  a  professional  capacity,  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  their  affairs,  that  Ferrie 
had  assisted  Banks  in  the  purchase  of  the  goods 
in  question,  had  been  instrumental  in  his  obtaining 
credit,  had  kept  the  books  of  the  company,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  known  all  the  concerns  of  the  com- 
pany most  intimately  and  minutely;  that  if  Gre- 
neral  Greene  had  been  concerned  in  the  specula- 
tion, he  (Ferrie)  must  have  known  it,  and  that 
knowing  it,  he  would  have  made  it  known.  That 
he  was  under  no  obligation  to  conceal  it,  having 
been  put  at  defiance  by  the  suit,  and  could  he  have 
proved  the  fact,  he  would  have  been  successful  in 
his  defence;  but  he  neither  produced  one  tittle  of 
evidence,  nor  deduced  a  single  circumstance  to 
show,  that  the  General  had,  in  any  manner,  been 
concerned  in  the  purchase.  The  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  the  bill  was  sustained,  the  lands 
were  decreed  to  be  sold,  and  after  defVaying  the 
expenses  of  the  suit,  and  discharging  the  money 
due  on  a  mortgage  which  had  been  given  by  a 
prior  owner,  the  balance  of  the  sale  was  directed  to 
be  paid  over  into  the  hands  of  the  complainant, 
towards  an  indemnification  of  the  General.  This 
statement  has  peculiar  force,  especially  as  the 
General,  by  commencing  the  suit,  exposed  himself 
to  the  hazard,  if  any  connexion  of  the  interest  had 
subsisted,  either  of  being  defeated,  by  a  discovery  of 
that  connexion,  on  oath,  upon  a  cross  bill,  or  of  per- 
jury, in  the  concealment  and  denial  of  it 

7.  From  a  oertiticate  (document  X,)  of  the  two 
Chancellors  of  South  Carolina,  which,  after  stating 
the  insinuations  that  had  been  made  of  Genenil 
Greene*a  connexion  with  Hunter,  Banks,  &  Co., 
proceeds  thus : 

**  We  think  ourselves  authorised  to  say,  that  we  are 
as  competent  to  his  vindteatbn,  from  any  aspersion  of 
that  nature,  as  any  two  p«rsons  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  as  we  were  both  in  the  Executive  Department 
at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  this  capital  ^tfae  one, 
Governor,  and  the  other  Lieutenant  Governor — and  a 
suit  in  Chancery  has  since  been  brought  to  issue  before 
us  as  Chancellors^  in  the  prosecution  of  which,  the  seve- 
ral grounds,  principles,  and  obligations  of  the  varioas 
connexions  or  copartnerships,  by  whom  the  respective 
•peculations  alluded  to  were  entered  into,  were  very 
fully,  ably,  and  minutely  discussed,  by  some  of  the 
most  eminent  solicitors  in  the  Court  And  we  have  no 
hesitation,  in  the  most  inevasive,  unreserved,  and  un- 
equivocal manner,  to  declare,  that  we  never  had,  from 
our  own  observation,  or  from  the  strictest  and  most 
scrutinizing  investigation  on  the  Chancery  bench,  the 
roost  distant  reason  to  conceive,  that  the  Honorable 
General  Greene  was  ever,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
engaged  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  speculations,  any  further 
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than  AS  surety  for  Mr.  Bauks.  We  think  ourselves 
warranted  also  in  asserting,  that  the  contract  with  1/U. 
Banks,  for  the  supply  of  the  Arm^,  was  the  most  ad- 
vantageous he  could  obtain,  at  a  time  when  the  want 
of  provisions  threatened  a  mutiny. 

-JOHN  MATHEWS, 
-RICHARD  HUTSON. 
"OHAELnroN,  October  80»  1790." 

8.  From  the  concurrent  opinions  of  other  re- 
spectable characters,  who  had  thp  beat  opportunities 
of  judging  of  circumstances,  that  General  Greene 
was  totally  unconnected  in  interest  with  that  com- 
pany. On  this  point,  the  documents  S,  T,  U,  V 
W,  Z,  are  interesting;  that  marked  V,  states  seve- 
ral particulars  as  argumentative  of  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed, which  merit  particular  attention. 

From  the  foregoing  circumstances  combined, 
there  is  conceived  to  l)e  conchisive  evidence  that 
General  Greene  was  not  interested,  either  in  the 
purchase  of  the  goods,  which  had  created  the  debts 
afterwards  guaranteed  by  him,  nor  in  cither  of  the 
contracts  for  clothing  or  provisions;  was  not  a 
partner  in  the  house  of  Hunter,  Banks,  &  Co.,  nor 
had  any  concern  whatever  in  the  affairs  of  that 
company  further  than  as  surety. 

There  is  nothing  to  oppose  these  conclusions, 
but  the  suggestion  in  Bank's  letter,  and  the  fact 
of  the  suretyship.  The  former  is  obviated  by  the 
contradiction,  on  oath,  of  the  party  himself;  and 
the  circumstances  of  this  contradiction,  as  repre- 
sented by  General  Wayne  and  Colonel  Carring- 
ton,  in  their  affidavits,  (documents  T  and  S,)  give 
it  every  possible  appearance  of  genuineness.  A 
question  naturally  arises,  What  could  have  been 
the  inducement  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Banks  ? 
This  is  answered  by  Colonel  Carrington,  who  re- 
presents him  as  a  man  of  **  excessive  vanity,  much 
disposed  to  make  a  show  of  connexions  with  high 
characters.*'  It  ia  also  possible  that  he  may  have 
expected  to  derive  advantage  from  the  reputation  of 
such  a  connexion.  The  observation,  moreover,  is 
of  great  force,  that  if  General  Greene  had  been  a 
secret  partner,  unknown  to  the  partners  in  general, 
Banks's  character  precludes  the  supposition  that  he 
would  have  been  the  selected  depositary  of  the 
secret 

The  fact  of  the  suretyship  is  accounted  for,  by 
the  necessity  of  the  measure,  as  it  related  to  the 
situation  of  the  Army ;  and  relying  on  the  appro- 
priation of  the  Ainds,  which  should  arise  out  of  the 
contracts  with  the  public,  to  the  payment  of  the 
persons  to  whom  he  had  become  bound,  it  was 
natural  thafr  he  should  have  considered  the  risk  as 
not  very  great 

This  full  statement  of  the  circumstances,  which 
are  conceived  to  exculpate  General  Greene  from 
the  imputation  of  being  concerned  in  the  transac- 
tion, has  appeared  not  only  essential  to  placing  the 
merits  of  the  Bul]ject  properly  before  the  House, 
but  a  debt  due  to  the  njemory  of  an  officer  who 
had  rendered  essential  service  to  his  country ;  and 
of  a  man  who,  by  a  life  of  probity,  had  secured  to 
himself  the  strongest  of  all  titles  to  a  candid  con- 
struction of  his  conduct 

It  remains  to  advert  to  the  third  source  of  ob- 
jection which  had  been  intimated,  as  capable  of 


bringing  into  question  the  propriety  of  an  iodco- 
ni6cation — namely,  the  omission  of  notice  to  tke 
Government,  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  tnaw- 
tion,  that  the  suretyship  in  question  hsd  beeo  ea- 
tered  into. 

Here,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary,  lies  tbe 
only  difficulty  which  attends  the  qnestioo  of  in- 
demnification. 

It  appears  to  have  been  incumbent  upon  Gese 
ral  Greene,  if  he  meant  to  look  to  the  GoTerDBeot 
for  indemnification,  in  case  of  eventual  losi,  to 
have  given  early  notice  of  the  step  he  had  tikea. 
In  proportion  as  that  step  was  nnaiftborizedor  Bim- 
sual,  the  necessity  for  the  communication  fu 
increased.  It  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  obvkn 
propriety,  that  a  public  officer,  who  expeet«the 
sanction  of  the  <xovernment  to  an  nnattthoriud 
proceeding-^^specially  an  indemnificatioo  aeaioaS 
pecuniary  loss,  on  account  of  it— ought  to  emlirm 
the  first  convenient  opportunity  to  make  kaownUe 
object  for  which  such  sanction  and  indemnifieatioG 
are  desired.  And  the  motives  on  the  part  of  ibe 
Government  to  require  a  due  obserrance  of  thai 
precaution,  are  of  great  force  in  regard  to  tbe  at- 
curity  of  the  public  It  is  necessary,  to  enable  tW 
Government  to  investigate  the  cireamstanee^  ai 
the  time,  when  the  truth  can  best  be  diwoveni<i,iid 
unfounded  pretensions  best  be  deteetei  Aad 
where  an  indemnification  against  peeonlary  lo68  b 
expected,  a  prompt  disclosure  is  necessary  to  p^ 
the  Government  in  a  condition  to  take  care  of  'a 
own  interests,  in  the  manner  which  shall  appeif  to 
itself  most  efficacious. 

It  is,  indeed,  to  be  observed,  that  General  Greex 
was  naturally  led  to  imagine  that  all  hazard  in  tk 
affiiir  was  obviated  by  the  measures  which  bd 
been  taken  to  secure,  as  he  supposed,  an  applieaii&a 
of  the  moneys  to  be  receivcKl  from  the  poUie  es 
account  of  the  contract,  to  the  payment  of  the  debts 
for  which  he  had  become  surety,  and  theiefuR 
omitted  a  communication  to  the  Goverament^asw^ 
necessary  to  his  safety. 

But  whether  this,  which  appears  to  be  a  siiii- 
factory  explanation  of  the  motive  for  the  omi^suE, 
which  did  take  place,  be  also  a  sufficient  groand  fff 
dispensing  with  the  observance  of  a  precastioi 
which,  as  a  general  rule,  would  be  proper  to  be 
made  a  condition  of  indemnification ;  or  how  &r 
the  peculiar  merit  of  the  officer,  or  the  pecalJi' 
hardship  and  misfortune  of  the  ease,  may  ref>^ 
advisable  a  deviation  from  that  rule,  are  poii^ 
which  the  Secretary  begs  leave  to  submit,  wHb^^ 
observation,  to  the  contemplation  of  LegKlatire 
discretion.  .  , 

If  a  direct  indemnification  should  be  tm^^ 
inadmissible,  as  a  public  precedent,  a  quesiMB 
would  still  present  itself,  whether, under  all  ^^^ 
cumstances  of  the  case,  the  family  of  Gen.  Greese 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  ruinous  consequences  of^ 
act,  which  was  dustated  by  a  well-advised  zeal  for 
the  public  service,  because  he  omitted  a  preeanuos 
which  the  rules  of  public  policy  may  reqaire  to 
have  been  observed. 

The  Secretary  is  not  certain,  whether  an  opiJjM* 
on  this  point  be  within  the  province  assigned  wffl 
by  the  reference,  which  is  the  subject  of  this  ^ 
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K»rt,  and  he  therefSMre  forbears  an  explicit  senti- 
nent  He  hopes,  howeyer,  to  be  thought  justified 
>3r  the  occasion,  when  he  permits  himself  to  ob- 
erve,  that  strong  and  extraordinary  motiyes  of 
lational  gratitude  for  the  yery  signal  and  yery  iro- 
K>rtant  seryices  rendered  by  General  Greene  to 
lis  country,  must  serye  to  giye  a  keener  sting  to 
he  regret  which  ought  eyer  to  attend  the  neees- 
ity  of  m  strict  adherence  to  maxims  of  public 
K>Iicy,  in  opposition  to  claims  founded  on  useful 
cts  of  zeal  for  the  public  senrfce,  if  no  means  of 
protecting  from  indigence  and  penury  the  family 
f  that  most  meritorious  officer  shall,  upon  exami- 
Ation,  be  fbund  admissible. 
AU  which  18  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,   ' 

1*0  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Representatiyes  of  the  United  States^  in 
Congress  assembled;  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Greene,  relict  of  the  late  Qfeoeral  Greene,  humbly 
showeth: 

That  the  object  on  which  her  petition  is  founded 
s  generally  stated  in  the  representation  hereunto 
annexed,  made  by  her  late  husband  to  the  United 
itates  in  Congress  assembled,  on  the  22d  day  of 
August,  1786. 

That  it  will  appear,  by  the  said  representation, 
hat  it  was  the  intention  of  her  late  husband  to 
uiTe  ascertained  the  loss  on  the  transaction  there- 
in stated,  preyiously  to  his  making  application  to 
he  United  States  for  Indemnification;  and  in 
mrsuit  of  this  intention,  he  instituted  suits  for 
be  recoyery  of  the  bonds  and  mortgages  by  him 
eceived  fi*om  Messrs.  Banks  and  Company,  as 
collateral  securities;  but  his  designs  in  this  and 
il  other  earthly  respects  were  frustrated  by  his 
mtimely  death. 

That  the  suits  for  the  recoyery  of  the  said  bonds 
Old  other  collateral  securities  hare  been  protracted 
>j  the  death  of  the  debtors,  and  yarious  other 
ircumstances  entirely  without  the  control  of  your 
>etitioncr. 

That  while  the  recoyery  of  the  said  bonds  and 
tther  collateral  securities  are  placed  at  a  future, 
listant  period,  and  their  amount  uncertain,  not 
fnly  the  estates  conferred  on  her  late  husband,  by 
he  munificent  gratitude  of  the  States  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  but  his  paternal  estate,  will 
>e  legally  wrested  from  your  petitioner  and  her 
^ildren,  in  order  to  satisfy  those  obligations  which 
ter  late  husband  was  constrained  to  enter  into  for 
he  public  seryice;  whereby  your  petitioner,  and 
ler  helpless  children,  wiH  be  exposed  to  all  the 
«tter  effects  of  poyerty. 

That  your  petitioner  thus  brings  forward  her 
Jtuation,  and  that  of  her  children,  with  the  firm- 
st  hope  and  expectation  that  the  United  States 
^11,  after  a  full  examination  into  the  transaction 
^ted  in  her  late  husband's  representation,  grant 
ier  effectual  relief,  by  assuming  the  payment  of 
he  said  obligations  entered  into  for  the  benefit  of 
he  United  States;  or  in  such  other  manner,  saye 
ier  and  her  children's  estate  from  impending  ruin, 


as  in  the  judgment  of  Congress  shall  appear  meet 
and  proper. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
continue  to  pray. 

CATHARINE  GREENE. 

Niw  York,  March  4,  1790. 

[The  documents,  referred  to  in  the  Report,  are 
omitted.] 

THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 


Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  De- 
cember 8,  1792. 

Trbasurt  Dbpartment, 
November  80,  1792. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
Report,  pursuant  to  two  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Representatiyes,  one  of  the  21st  instant,  respect- 
ing the  redemption  of  the  Public  Debt ;  the  other 
of  the  22d  instant,  respecting  the  reimbursement 
of  the  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  by 
which  it  is  incorporated;  and  to  be,  with  the  most 
perfect  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  and  most 
humble  seryant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treoiury, 

The  Honorable  the  Spkakkr, 

of  the  House  of  Representatiyes. 

In  obedience  to  two  resolutioos  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, one  of  the  2 1st  instant,  directing  the  Si- 
CRETAaT  or  TBI  TBEASuaT  to  Report  a  plan  for  the 
redemption  of  so  much  of  the  Public  Debt,  as  by  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States,"  the  United  States  have  reserv- 
ed the  right  to  redeem ;  the  other,  of  the  22d  instant, 
directing  him  to  Report  the  plan  of  a  provbion  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscri* 
bers  to  the  Bank  of  Uie  United  SUtes  :*'— the  said 
Skokktaby  respectfully  submits  the  foUowing  Report : 

The  expediency  of  taking  measures  for  the  re- 
gular redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  according  to 
the  right  which  has  been  reserved  to  the  Govern- 
ment, being  wisely  predetermined,  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Secretary,  nothing  remains  for  him, 
but  to  endeavor  to  select  and  submit  the  most  eli- 
gible means  of  providing  for  the  execution  of  that 
important  object 

With  this  view,  the  first  inquiry  which  naturally 
presents  itself,  is,  whether  the  existing  revenues 
are,  or  are  not,  adequate  to  the  purpose? 

The  estimates  which  accompany  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  14th  instant,*  will  show  that, 
during  the  f4)ntinuance  of  the  present  Indian  war, 
the  appropriations  for  interest  and  the  demands 
for  the  current  service  are  likely  to  exhaust  the 

*  This  Beport  will  be  foand  In  subseqaent  pages. 
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product  of  the  existing  reTenues;  though  they  af- 
ford a  valuable  surplus  beyond  the  permanent  ob- 
jects of  expenditure,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  ere 
long  be  advantageously  applied  to  accelerate  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Debt 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  and  until  the  resto- 
ration of  peace,  the  employment  of  that  resource, 
in  this  way,  must  of  necessity  be  suspended ;  and 
either  the  business  of  redemption  must  be  deferred, 
or  recourse  must  be  had  to  other  expedients. 

But  did  no  such  temporary  necessity,  for  resort- 
ing to  other  expedients,  exist,  the  doing  of  it  would 
still  be  recommended  by  weighty  considerations 
rt  would  appear,  in  the  abstract,  advisable,  to  leave 
the  surplus  of  the  present  revenues  free,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  such  casual  exigencies  as  may  from  time 
to  time  occur,  to  occasional  purchases  of  the  Debt 
when  not  exhausted  by  such  exigencies,  to  the 
payment  of  interest  on  any  balances,  which  may 
be  found  due  to  particular  States,  upon  the  gene- 
ral settlement  of  accounts,  and  finally  to  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  deferred  part  of  the  Debt, 
when  the  period  for  such  payment  arrives.  There 
is  a  reasonable  prospect,  that  if  not  diverted  it  will 
be  found  adequate  to  the  two  last  important  pur- 
poses. 

Relinquishing  then  the  idea  of  an  immediate 
application  x>{  the  present  revenues  to  the  object 
in  view,  it  remains  to  examine  what  other  modes 
are  in  the  option  of  the  Legislature. 

Loans,  from  time  to  time,  equal  to  the  sums  an- 
nually redeemable,  and  bottomed  on  the  same 
revenues,  which  are  now  appropriated  to  pay  the 
interest  upon  those  sums,  offer  themselves  as  one 
expedient,  which  may  be  employed  with  a  degree 
of  advantage.  As  there  is  a  probability  of  borrow- 
ing at  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  a  material  saving 
would  result ;  and  even  this  resource,  if  none  bet- 
ter could  be  devised,  ought  not  to  be  neglected. 

But  it  is  obvious,  that  to  rely  upon  this  resource 
alone  would  be  to  do  little  towards  t^ie  final  ex- 
oneration of  the  nation. ,  To  stop  at  that  point 
would  consequently  be  neither  provident  nor  satis- 
factory. The  interests  as  well  as  the  expectations 
of  the  Union  require  something  more  effectual. 

The  establishment  of  additional  revenues  is  the 
remaining  resource.  This,  if  the  business  is  to  be 
undertaken  in  earnest,  is  unavoidable.  And  a  full 
confidence  may  reasonably  be  entertained,  that  the 
community  will  see  with  satisfaction  the  employ- 
ment of  those  means,  which  alone  can  be  effectual, 
for  accomplishing  an  end,  in  itself  so  important, 
and  so  much  an  object  of  general  desire.  It  can- 
not fail  to  be  universally  felt,  that  if  the  end  is  to 
be  attained,  the  necessary  means  must  be  em- 
ploved. 

It  can  only  be  expected  that  care  be  taken  to 
choose  such  as  are  liable  to  fewest  objections,  and 
that  in  the  modifications  of  the  business  in  other 
respcct8,  due  regard  be  had  to  the  present  and  pro- 
gressive circumstances  of  the  country.  - 

Assuming  it  as  the  basis  of  a  plan  of  redemption, 
that  additional  revenues  are  to  be  provided,  the 
further  inquiry  divides  itself  into  the  following 
branches : 

L  Shall  a  revenue  be  immediately  constituted, 


equal  to  the  full  sum  which  may  at  present  be  re- 
deemed, according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  ? 

II.  Shall  a  revenue  be  constituted  from  year  to 
year,  equal  only  to  the  interest  of  the  sura  to  be 
redeemed  in  each  year,  coupling  with  this  opera- 
tion an  annual  Ix>an,  commensurate  with  sodi 
sum  ?  or, 

III.  Shall  a  revenue  be  constituted  each  year 
so  much  exceeding  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  be 
redeemed,  as  to  be  suflScient,  within  a  short  defi- 
nite term  of  time,  to  discharge  the  principal  itself; 
coupling  with  this  operation  also,  an  annua]  LoaI^ 
equal  to  the  sum  to  be  annually  redeemed,  and  ap- 
propriating the  revenue  created  to  its  discharge, 
within  the  term  which  shall  have  been  pre-det&- 
mined  t 

The  first  plan,  besides  being  completely  effectual, 
would  be  eventually  most  economical ;  but  oxs- 
dering  to  what  a  magnitude  the  revenues  of  tha 
United  States  have  grown  in  a  short  period,  it  is 
not  easy  to  pronounce  how  far  the  faculty  of  Ta}ri&» 
might  not  be  strained  by  any  sudden  considenble 
augmentation,  wheresoever  immediately  placed; 
while  the  rapid  progress  of  the  country  in  p<^Kila* 
tion  apd  resource  seems  to  afford  a  moral  cerCaiotj, 
that  the  necessary  augmentation  may  be  maia 
with  convenience,  by  successive  steps,  within  a 
moderate  term  of  time ;  and  invites  to  tenaporarj 
and  partial  suspensions,  as  capable  of  conciliating 
the  reasonable  accommodation  of  the  oommuDitj 
with  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  main  design. 
For  these  and  for  other  reasons  which  will  readily 
occur,  the  course  of  providing  immediately  the  e> 
tire  sum  to  be  redeemed,  is  conceived  not  to  be  the 
most  eligible. 

The  second  plan,  though  much  more  efficadoiB 
than  that  of  annual  Loans  bottomed  on  the  reTe- 
nues now  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  tl^  sums  to  be  redeemed,  does  not  appear  to  be 
sufficiently  efficacious.  The  schedule  A  will  sbor 
the  effect  of  it  to  the  1st  of  January,  1802,  wbea 
the  Deferred  Debt  will  become  redeemable  in  the 
proportions  stipulated.  Supposing  the  inTestxoe&t 
of  the  interest  which  is  each  year  liberated,  to- 
gether with  that  which  has  been,  and  will  be  re- 
leased by  purchases,  pursuant  to  proyisi<Mis  htft- 
tofore  noade,  in  the  purchase  of  six  per  cent,  stock; 
a  sum  of  principal  equal  to  $2,043,837  07  woa!d 
be  sunk,  and  a  clear  annuity,  equal  to  $459,212  S2 
would  be  created,  toward  further  redeniptioas ;  bj; 
the  fund  then  necessary  for  the  future  progressive 
redemption  of  the  Debt,  according  to  the  right  n- 
served,  would  be  $1,126,616  44,  ezceeding  bj 
$667,403  62,  the  amount  of  the  redeeming  fuai 
Something  more  effectual  than  this  is  certaioi/ 
desirable,  and  appears  tci  be  practicable. 

The  last  of  the  three  plans  best  accords  with 
the  most  accurate  view,  which  the  Secretary  has 
been  able  to  take  of  the  public  interest 

In  its  application,  it  is  of  material  consequence 
to  endeavor  to  accomplish  these  two  points  : 

1st  The  complete  discbarge  of  the  suras  aono- 
ally  redeemable,  within  the  period  prefixed,  tad 
the  reimbursement,  within  the  same  period,  of  all 
auxiliary  Loans,  which  may  have  been  made  Ux 
that  purpose. 
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2d.  The  constituting,  by  the  expiration  of  that 
period,  a  clear  annnal  Aind  competent  to  the  fu- 
ture redemption  of  tiie  Debt,  to  the  extent  of  the 
right  reserved. 

The  period,  to  which  it  is  conceived  the  plan 
)oght  to  refer,  that  is,  January  Ist,  1802 ;  because 
then  the  first  payment,  on  aocouat  of  the  principal 
)f  the  Deferred  Debt,  may  rightfully  be  made. 

In  conformity  to  these  ideas,  the  following  plan 
8  most  respectfully  submitted;  premising,  that  the 
ram  redeemable  for  the  first  year  of  the  six  per 
ient.  stodc,  bearing  a  present  interest,  is  computed 
It  tddO,0OO. 

Let  an  annnal  fund  be  constituted  during  the 
}resent  session,  equal  to  $103,199  06,  and  to  begin 
:o  accrue  from  the  1st  of  January,  1793.  Let  the 
nun  of  $550,000  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of 
ihis  annuity,  reimbursable  within  five  years,  that 
5,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1799.  The  sum  borrow- 
ed to  be  applied,  on  1st  of  January,  1794,  to  the  first 
Miyment  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  DebL 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
iwrrowed  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January, 
L799,  and  will  thenceforth,  be  free  for  any  further 
ipplication. 

llie  sum  redeemable  the  second  year,  that  is, 
January  1,  1795,  is  computed  at  $583,000. 

Let  an  annual  fund  oe  constituted,  during  the 
peoond  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $109,- 
)91  60,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  1st  of  Jann- 
iry,  1794.  I«t  the  sum  of  $583,000  be  borrowed 
ipon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
in five  years,  that  is,  by  the  Ist  of  January,  1800. 
die  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of 
Fanuary,  1795,  to  the  second  payment  on  account 
)f  the  principal  of  the  Debt 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January, 
1800,  and  will  be  thenodfcMrth  fr«e  for  any  further 
ippiication. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  third  year,  that  is, 
ranuary  1, 1796,  is  computed  at  $617,980. 

Let  an  annual  fimd  be  constituted,  during  the 
third  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $115,955 
17,  to  begin  to  aeerue  from  the  Ist  of  January, 
1795.  Let  the  sum  of  $617,980  be  borrowed'  upon 
he  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  within 
3ve  years,  that  is,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1801. 
fhe  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of 
Fanuary,  1796,  to  the  third  payment  on  account 
)f  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
wrrowed,  with  interest,  by  the  Ist  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  fourth  year,  that  is, 
Fannary  1st,  1797,  is  computed  at  $655,058  80. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  during  the 
'onrth  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $122,- 
H2  48,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  1st  of  Janu- 
^1  1796.  Let  the  sum  of  $655,058  80,  be  bor- 
«wed  upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursa- 
ble within  five  years,  that  is,  by  the  Ist  of  January, 
1802.  The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the 
Ut  of  January,  1797,  to  the  fourth  payment  on  ac- 
Jount  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
sorrowed,  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  Januar^^  1 802. 


The  sum  redeemable  the  fifth  year,  that  is, 
January  1st,  1798,  is  computed  at  $694,362  33. 

Let  an  annnal  fund  be  constituted,  during  the 
fifth  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $152,743 
12,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  Ist  of  January, 

1797.  Let  the  sum  of  $694,362  33,  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
in four  years,  that  is,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  ^>e  applied,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1798,  to  the  fifth  payment  on  account  of 
the  principal  of  the  Debt. 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  sixth  year,  that  is, 
Januaiy  1st,  1799,  is  computed  at  $736,024  07. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  during  the 
sixth  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $197,680 
20,  to  begin  to  accrue  from  the  1  st  of  January, 

1798.  Let  the  sum  of  $736,024  07,  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
in three  years,  that  is,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1799,  to  the  sixth  payment  on  account  of 
the  principal  of  the  Debt 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  seventh  year,  that  is, 
January  1st,  1800,  is  computed  at  $780,185  52. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  constituted,  during  the 
seventh  session  after  the  present,  equal  to  $272,- 
848  38,  to  begin  to  accrue  frpm  the  1  st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1799.  Let  the  sum  of  $780,185  52,  be  bor- 
rowed upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursa- 
ble within  two  years,  that  is,  by  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1802.  The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1800,  to  the  seventh  payment 
on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimbinrse  the  sum 
borrowe4>  with  interest,  by  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  eighth  year,  that  is, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  is  computed  at 
$826,996  65. 

Let  an  annual  fund  be  ponstituted,  during  the 
eighth  session  alter  the  present,  equal  to  $423,583 
64,  to  begin  to  accrue  firom  the  1st  of  January, 
1800.  Let  the  sum  of  $826,996  65,  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  this  annuity,  reimbursable  with- 
in one  year,  that  is,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1802. 
The  sum  borrowed  to  be  applied,  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1801,  to  the  eighth  payment  on  account  of 
the  principal  of  the  Debt 

The  proposed  annuity  will  reimburse  the  sum 
borrowed,  with  interest,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1802. 

The  sum  redeemable  the  ninth  year,  that  is, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1802,  is  computed  at 
$1,126,616  44. 

The  then  existing  means  for  the  discharge  of 
this  sum,  arising  from  the  operation  of  the  plan, 
will  be — 

jst.  The  amount  of  the  annuity  constituted  the 
thrid  year,  which  will  have  been  liberated  by  re- 
imbursement of  the  third  Loan. 

2d.  The  arrears  of  interest  not  previously  ap- 
propriated, and  which  are  computed  at  $200,000. 

There  will  consequently  be  a  deficiency  this 
year  of  $810,661  27,  which  will  require  to  be  sup- 


1167 


APPENDIX. 


1168 


Th0  PuUie  DM. 


ptied  by  a  temporair  Loan,  to  be  reimboned  out 
of  the  surplus  of  tne  fund  which,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1802,  will  exist  for  future  redemptions, 
and  which  surplus  will  be  sufficient  to  reimburse 
this  temporary  Loan  in  about  thirteen  years  and  a 
half. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  this  deficiency 
upon  one  year  is  suffered  to  exist,  to  avoid  an  un- 
necessary augmentation  of  revenue,  materially  be- 
yond the  sum  permanently  requisite.  No  incon- 
venience ensues,  because  this  temporary  deficiency 
is  made  up  by  the  surplus  of  the  permanent  fund, 
within  the  period  mentioned.  And  that  fund, 
from  the  1st  of  January  1802,  is  adei^uate  to  idl 
future  redemptions^  in  tne  full  proportion  permit- 
ted by  the  contract. 

The  table  in  the  schedule  B,  herewith  submit- 
ted, will  show  in  one  view,  the  principles  and  ope- 
ration of  this  plan. 

The  schedule  C»  will  exhibit  the  means  of  con- 
stituting the  several  annuities  proposed  to  be  esta- 
blished.   From  it,  will  be  seen,  that  the  proposed 
annuities  are  to  be  composed  partly  of  taxes  to  be 
Buooessively  laid,  at  the  respective  periods  of  cre- 
ating them,  partly  of  the  surplus  oividend  to  be 
expected  on  the  stock  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  beyond 
the  interest  to  be  paid  on  account  of  it,  and  partly 
of  the  funds  heretofore  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
interest,  which  will  have  been  liberated  upon  so 
much  of  the  Debt  as  will  have  been  extinguished. 
The  respective  amounts  of  the  taxes  to  be  seve- 
rally laid,  will  be — 
In  the  1st  year,        .        .        .      |  43,109  06 
In  the  2d  year,         -        -        -        109,391  06 
Inthe3dyear«  -        -        -        115,955  17 

In  the  4th  year,  -  -  -  102,912  48 
In  the  5th  year,  -  -  -  102,743  12 
In  the  6th  year,  -  -  *  107,680  20 
In  the  7th  year,        ...        109,649  32 


Making  together, 


$691,530  95 


The  sum  which  will  have  been  redeemed  prior 
to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1802,  will  be  {^,443,- 
607  37.  The  sum  redeemable  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
aiT,  1802,  will  be  $1,126,616  44 ;  and  the  fund, 
wnich  will  thenceforth  exist  for  the  purpose  of 
future  redemption,  as  is  particularly  idiown  by  the 
schedule  D,  will  be  $1,210,744  34 ;  exceeding  the 
suin  strictly  necessarjr  by  $84,127  90;  a  fund, 
which  including  the  interest  from  year  to  year 
liberated,  will,  as  already  intimated,  l>e  completely 
adequate  to  the  final  redemption  of  the  whole 
amount  of  six  per  cent  stock,  as  well  the  deferred 
as  that  bearing  a  present  interest,  according  to  the 
right  which  has  been  reserved  for  that  purpose. 

in  the  meantime,  a  further  impression  will  be 
made  nnon  the  Debt  by  the  investment  of  the  re- 
sidue of  the  Ihnds,  heretofore  established,  in  the 
purchase  of  it ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  restoration 
of  peace  with  the  Indians  will  enable  the  applica- 
tion of  the  surplus  of  the  existing  revenues,  to- 
gether with  the  proceeds  of  the  ceded  lands  in  our 
Western  Territory,  to  the  same  object.  These, 
whenever  they  can  be  brought  into  action,  will  be 


important  aids,  materially  aoceleratiog  the  ihi> 
mate  redemption  of  the  entire  DebL  Tbe  copkr- 
ment  of  these  resoiu'oes,  when  it  can  be  done,  if 
increasing  the  interest  fund,  will  propoitiooablj 
lessen  the  necessity  of  using  the  resoorce  of  tax*- 
tion  for  creatine  the  proposed  annmtiea,  if  thr 
Government  shall  judge  it  advisable  to  sriil  itself 
of  the  substitute  which  may  accrue  from  that  d^ 
cumstance. 

Having  now  given  a  general  view  of  the  pin, 
which  has  appeared  upon  the  whole  the  mui  eli- 
gible, it  is  necessary  in  the  next  place  to  prant 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the  reqiofiti 
funds  for  commencing  the  execution  of  it  Hoe 
will  embrace  a  provision  for  the  first  annuity  obIt; 
that  alone  requiring,  by  the  i^an,  immediste  vn- 
vision.  With  regard  te  a  provision  for  the  iw 
quent  annuities,  which  is  proposed  to  be  nHO- 
sive,  the  Secretdby  wiU  content  himself  irithtiiii 
ffeneral  observation,  that  he  discerns  no  iotiisse 
aifficulty  in  making  provision  for  them,  as  ftit » 
shall  be  necessary,  with  due  convenience  to  tibe 
people,  and  consistently  with  the  idea  of  tbitiii- 
ing  from  taxing  lands  and  buildings,  (with  tkt 
stock  and  imolements  of  farms,)  reserving  tbea 
as  a  resource  for  those  great  emergendee,  whici 
call  for  a  full  exertion  of  all  the  oontribntiTe  &ctl- 
ties  of  a  country. 

The  following  means  for  oonatitnting  the  frft 
annuity,  are  respectfully  submitted,  vis. : 

Annual  surplus  of  the  dividend  on  die  stock 
of  Government  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststo* 
beyond  the  interest  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ssid  difi* 
dend,  estimated  at  $60,000. 

Tax  on  horses,  kept  or  used  for  the  porpo*  «< 
riding,  or  of  drawing  any  ooadit  chariot,  phctsa. 
chaise,  chair,  snlkey,  or  other  carriage,  for  txaytj- 
ance  of  persons ;  exoeptiuff  and  exempting  » 
horses  which  are  usually  and  chiefly  employra  if* 
the  purposes  of  husbanary,  or  in  drawis^  wagooi, 
wains,  dmys,  carts,  or  other  carriages,  for  the 
transportation  of  produce,  goods,  mercnsndiae,  im 
oommoditiesy  or  in  canning  burdens;  in  the  cooz* 
of  the  trade  or  occunation  of  the  persons  to  whoo 
thev  res^tively  belong,  and  the  horses  of  fersx^ 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  vii.: 

For  every  horse,  not  above  excepted  sod  ex- 
empted, at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  annum,  vhot 
only  one  is  used  or  kept  by  the  same  person ;  vi^ 
an  addition  of  fifty  cents  per  annum  per  hcf«r 
where  more  than  one  ana  not  more  thsn  t«o 
horses  are  kept  or  used  by  the  same  penoo;  ^^ 
an  addition  of  one  dollar  per  annum  per  horn 
where  more  than  two,  and  not  more  thsn  fov  "^ 
kept  or  used  by  the  same  person ;  and  vith  tf 
addition  of  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  ^^^"^^ 
annum,  where  more  than  four  are  kept  or  osedBf 
the  same  person :  PrwitUd,  That  this  tdditioo 
shall  not  be  made  in  respect  to  horses  usoallj  ea- 
ployed  in  public  stages,  for  the  conveyance « 
passengers.  . 

This  progressive  increase  of  rates  on  the  h#^ 
numbers,  has  reference  to  the  presomptioo." 
greater  wealth,  which  arises  from  the  possesa* 
of  such  higher  numbers.    * 

The  product  of  this  tax  will  probably  he  sb0» 
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sqaal  to  the  residue  of  the  proposed  annuity,  which 
8 143,190  06.  How  near  the  truth  this  estimate 
nay  prove,  experiment  alone  can,  in  so  untried  a 
»se,  decide.  An  aid  to  this  fund  may  he  deriyed 
rom  the  surplus  diyideud  on  the  Bank  stock,  for 
;he  half  year  ending  the  last  of  December  next, 
fbich  it  is  presumed  will  be  not  less  than  twenty 
housand  dollars.  Should  a  deficiency  appear  upon 
rial,  it  can  be  supplied  by  a  future  provision. 

Proper  regulations  for  the  collection  of  this  tax 
vill,  it  is  belieTcd,  be  found  not  difficult,  if  the  tax 
tself  shall  be  deemed  eHgible.  Its  simplicity  has 
)een  a  considerable  recommendation  of  it.  Quali- 
led  as  it  is,  it  is  not  likely  to  fall  on  any  but  such 
rho  can  afford  to  pay  it  The  exemption  from 
he  tax,  in  regard  to  horses  which  are  appropriated 
;o  the  purposes  of  husbandry,  or  of  any  trade  or 
)ccupation,  or  to  the  transportation  of  oommodi- 
ies,  seems  to  obviate  all  reasonable  objection.- 

Iff  however,  there  should  appear  to  the  Legisla- 
tore,  reasons  for  preferring  a  tax  on  carriages  for 
sleasure — ^which,  it  may  be  observed,  will  (Operate 
m  nearly  the  same  description  of  persons — the 
mm  required  may,  it  is  believed,  be  produced  from 
iie  following  arrangement  of  rates,  viz: 

Upon  every  coach,  the  annual  sum  of  four  dol- 
ars ;  upon  every  chariot,  the  annual  sum  of  three 
iollars ;  upon  every  other  carriage  for  the  convey- 
mce  of  persons,  having  four  wheels,  the  annual 
ram  of  two  dollars ;  and  upon  every  chair,  sulkey, 
>r  other  carriage,  for  the  conveyance  of  persons, 
baving  less  than  four  wheels,  the  annual  sum  of 
>ne  dollar. 

The  collection  of  this  tax  will  be  as  simple  and 
easy,  and  perhaps  more  certain,  Uian  that  which 
iias  been  primarily  submitted. 

With  regard  to  the  second  o^ect  referred  to 
the  Secretary,  namely,  the  plan  of  a  provision  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  Loan  made  of  the  Bank 
)f  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  Uie  eleventh 


section  of  the  act  by  which  it  is  Incorporated,  the 
following  is  respectfhlly  submitted,  to  wit:  That 
power  be  given  by  law  to  borrow  tne  sum  due,  to 
be  applied  to  that  reimbursement:  and  that  so 
much  of  the  dividend  on  the  stock  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  the  Bank  as  may  be  necessary,  be  appro* 
priated  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  sum  to  be 
borrowed. 

From  ^is  operation,  it  is  obvious  that  a  saving 
to  the  Qovemment  will  result,  equal  to  the  differ- 
ence between  the  interest  which  will  be  payable 
on  the  new  Loan  and  that  which  is  payable  on 
the  sum  now  due  to  the  Bank.  If  the  proposed 
Loan  can  be  eff<icted  at  the  rate  of  those  last  made 
in  Holland,  the  nett  saving  to  the  Government 
majr  be  computed  at  the  annual  sum  of  $85,000 : 
which  saving,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  contemplated 
as  part  of  the  means  for  constituting  the  proposed 
annuities. 

The  benefit  of  this  arrangement  win  be  accele- 
rated, if  provision  be  made  for  the  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  any  Loans  heretofore  obtained,  to 
(he  payment  suggested,  on  the  condition  of  re- 
placing, the  sums  which  may  be  so  applied  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  Loan  or  Loans  which  shall  be 
made  pursuant  to  the  power  above  proposed  to 
be  given. 

It  will  also  conduce  to  the  general  end  in  view» 
if  the  Legislature  shall  think  proper,  to  authorize 
the  investment  of  the  funds  destined  for  the  pur- 
chases of  the  Debt,  in  purchases  of  six  per  oei&t. 
stock,  at  the  market  price,  though  above  par.  The 
comparative  prices  of  the  several  kinds  of  aiock 
have  been,  and  frequently  may  be,  such  as  to  ren- 
der it  more  profitable  to  make  investments  in  the 
six  per  cent&  tiian  in  any  other  species  of  stoek. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeamrff, 

Tbbasubt  Dxpastmxnt,  Nov.  80, 1792. 


Table  ehtneing  the  ^ect  of  a  eum  annually  created^  equal  to  the  interest  of  the  eum  to  be  redeemed 
leithin  each  year,  for  a  period  of  nine  yeare^  eommeneing  from  ike  let  of  January^  1798,  on  th$ 
iuppoeition  that  the  interest  on  the  sum  annually  redeemed  be  ineeated  a$  it  is  liberated  in  thepur" 
duue  of  six  pep  cent,  stocky  at  the  price  (f  twenty 'tw>  shillings  on  the  pound. 


Periods  of  redemption. 


January  1, 1794 

Do       1795 

Do       1796 

Do      1797 

Do      1798 

Do      1799 

Do       1800 

Do       1801 

Do       1802 
Interest  on  Debt  paid  in  and  purchased 


Soma  aonaaUy 
redeemable. 


$550,000  00 
588,000  00 
617,980  00 
655,068  80 
694,862  88 
786,024  07 
780,185  62 
826,996  66 

1,126,616  44 


Interest  annually 
liberated. 


$88,000  00 
84,980  00 
87,078  80 
89,808  52 
41,661  78 
44,161  44 
46,811  18 
49,619  79 
67,596  41 
65,000  00 


$459,212  82 


Sums  annaaUy 
porehased 


$291,172  04 

262,528  06 

281,916  56 

199,288  86 

164,849  20 

127,129  15 

87,482  88 

45,108  90 

61,451  28 

572,520  70 


$2,048,887  07 
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B. 


TaiU  exhibitinff  a  view  qf  tie  proposed  plan  of  redemption. 


• 

i 

03 

Temporary  loans. 

Amount  of  sums  borrow- 
ed, with  compound  in- 
terest to  the  respective 
periods    of  reimburse- 
ment 

Years  when  annuities  be- 
gin to  accrue. 

1 
1 

1 

Periods  of  redemption  or 
payment 

•si 

1 

3 

§ 

January  1, 1794     - 
Do       1796      - 
Do       1796     . 
Do       1797     . 
Do       1798     . 
Do       1799     -       .- 
Do       1800     - 
Do       1801      . 
Do       1802     - 

Total  sum  redeemed  by 
1st  January,  1802 

$550,000  00 
583,000  00 
617,980  00 
655,058  80 
694,362  33 
736,024  07 
780,185  52 
826,996  65 

1,126,616  44 

Jan.  1, 1799 
Do    1800 
Do    1801 
Do    1802 
Do    1802 
Do    1802 
Do    1802 
Do    1802 

5 
5 
5 
5 

4 
8 
2 
1 

$701,954  00 
744,071  24 
788,715  61 
836,038  44 
843,997  41 
852,021  46 
860,154  68 
868,346  48 

1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
4 
8 

a 

$103,199  C4 
109,391  6>) 
115,955  17 
122,913  4S 
152,743  1) 
197,680  20 
872,848  SS 
>423,583  64 

$6,570,223  81 

Tabasubt  Depabtmbkti  Nmmnber  30, 1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

N.  B.  All  the  calculations  in  this  table  proceed  upon  a  rate  of  five  per  cent  interest 


0. 
Mode  of  eonstituting  the  proposed  annuUiee, 

1798.  Surplus  dividend  of  Bank  stock  beyond  the  interest  which  will  be 
payable  estimated  at       -----  - 

Tax  -  -  -  -  -  .  - 


1794.  Tax 

1796.  Tat  ... 

1796.  Part  of  annual  interest  conrerted  intto  annuity 
Tax  .  -  .  -  . 

1797.  Psrt  of  annual  interest  converted  into  annuity 
Tax  -  -  -  -  - 

1798.  Part  of  annual  interest  converted  into  annuity 
Tax 


$60,000  00 
48,199  06 


20,000  60 
102,912  48 

60,000  OO 
102,743  12 


90,000  00 
107,680  20 


1799.  Part  of  annual  interest  converted  into  annuity        -           -           -  60,000  OO 
Annuity  of  tbe  first  year  now  liberated  by  reimbursement  of  first 

Loan         -            -           -           -           -            -           -           -  103,199  06 

Tax              -            -            .            -            .            -            -            -  109,649  82 

1800.  Part  of  annual  interest  converted  into  annuity        -            -            -  220,000  00 
Annuity  of  second  year  now  liberated  by  reimbursement  of  second 

Loan          --.-----  109,891  60 
Part  of  arrears  of  interest  to*  be  applied  for  balance  of  annuity  of 

this  year    -.----.-  94,192  04 


$103,199  06 
109,391  60 
115,955  17 


122,912  45 


152,748  \l 


197,680  SO 


272,848  S8 


423,583  64 
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(at  ft  supplementary  proTision  will  be  to  be  made  for  the  second  year, 
equal  to  the  sum  of  $94,192  04,  as  the  fund  in  that  particular  is  not 
annual.     This  may  also  arise  from  the  arrears  of  interest 

?he  payment  to  be  made  on  the  1st  of  January,  1802,  may  proceed  from 
the  following  funds : 

bnount  of  annuity  of  third  year  liberated  by  reimbursement  of  third 
Loan      -  ........ 

Jnappropriated  arrears  of  interest  .  .  .  -  « 

temporary  Loan  .-....-. 


Treasubt  Depabtment,  November  SO,  1792. 


115,956  IT 
200,000  00 
810,061  27 


1,126,616  44 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


D. 

Yieto  of  redeeming  fund  to  and  upon  the  \9t  January ^  1802. 

interest  which  will  have  been  liberated  by  purchases  and  payments  into  the  Treasury, 

exclusive  of  redemptions  according  to  the  proposed  plan  ... 

January  1,  1794,  by  redemptions  of     $560,000  00  rate  six  per  cent 


Do 

1795 

do 

588,000  00 

do        - 

Do 

1796 

do 

617,980  Oa 

do 

Do 

1797 

do 

665,058  80 

do 

Do 

1798 

do 

694,862  33 

do 

Do 

1799 

do 

786,024  or 

do 

Do 

1800 

do 

780,185  52 

do 

Do 

1801 

do 

826,906  65 

do 

Do 

1802 

do 

1,126,616  44 

do 

Total 

«•           . 

*                        « 

^ 

Taxes  which  will  hare  been  laid^ 

1798 

.            . 

-      -                        • 

1794 

_            . 

1796 

.            . 

„           ^ 

•        «             * 

1796 

.            . 

1797 

.            . 

1798 

_           . 

1790 

.            . 

$65,000  00 
88,000  00 
84,980  00 
87,078  80 
89,303  52 
41,661  73 
44,161  44 
46,811  13 
49,619  70 
67,596  98 


-    $469,218  89 


$48,199  06 
109,891  60 
116,966  17 
102,912  48 
102,743  la 
107,680  20 
109,649  32 


Surplus  dlridend  of  Bank  stock  beyond  the  interest  which  will  be  payftble  out  of  it 


Total 


691,680  95 

eOtOoo  00 

.  $1,210,744  84 


AMOUNT  or  IHTXBIST  CONTVRTXD  INTO  ANNUITUS. 


1796  -  -  .  . 

1797  .... 

1798  .  -  -  - 
1800  •           . 

Annual  sum  at  the  end  of  1800 

Treasury  Drpartment,  November  80,  1792. 


-  $20,000  00 

-  50,000  00 
.  90,000  00 

-  220,000  00 

-  $380,000  00 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 


[Communicated  to  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatirea^  January  4, 1*798.] 

In  thc  Housk  of  Represbntatiyes  or  the  United  States, 

Monday,  December  24,  1792, 
Ueso^Bci,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed  in  Antwerp  and  Amsterdam  for  the  United  States  within  the 
present  year. 

Thursday ,  December  27. 
Rtiohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  furnished 
With  a  particular  account  of  the  seYeral  sums  b9rrowed  under  his  authority  by  the  United  States;  the 
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terma  on  which  each  Loan  has  been  obtained ;  the  applications  to  which  any  of  the  moneyB  have  been 
made,  agreeably  to  appropriations ;  and  the  balances,  if  any,  which  remain  unapplied.  In  this  titU- 
ment,  it  is  requested  that  it  may  be  specified  at  what  times  interest  commenced  on  the  sereral  sona  ob- 
tained, and  at  what  times  it  was  stopped,  by  the  several  payments  made. 


Treasubt  Departicent,  January  S,  1793. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transoit 
sundry  statements,  Nos.  I,  II,  III,  IV,  respecting  the  sev^ml  Foreign  Loans  which  haye  been  made 
under  his  authority,  by  the  United  States,  showing,  in  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  27th  of  December,  as  &r  as  the  materials  in  the  possession  of  the  Treasarr  win 
now  permit,  the  several  particulars  specified  in  that  resolution.  These  statements  will  equally  fulnl  the 
object  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  24th  of  December. 
.    With  perfect  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant^ 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

The  Hon.  the  Spcaur  of  the  Batue  qf  Repretentatkes. 


No.  1. 


Statement  of  the  eeeeral  eume  which  have  been  homwedfor  the  uteef  the  United  JS^atee,  by  9irttie  «/ 
the  aete  of  the  4th  and  12th  o^August,  1790,  thawing  the  particular  application  qfthe  wwne^e  to  du 
let  (if  January^  1798,  incluewelff,  and  the  balance  remaining  unappUA, 


Loans,  (a.) 
First  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  Ist  of  February,  1790,  at  5 

per  cent  interest,  and  41  per  cent  charges        ..... 
Second  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  March,  1791,  at  5 

per  cent  interest,  and  4  per  cent  charges  ..... 

Third  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  September,  1791,  at  5 

per  cent  interest,  and  4  per  cent  charges  ..... 

Fourth  Loan,  made  at  Antwerp,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  December,  1791,  at  4i 

per  cent  interest,  and  4  per  cent  charges  ..... 

Fifth  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  January,  1792,  at  4 

per  cent  interest,  and  5^  per  cent  charges        •  .  .  .  - 

Sixth  Loan,  made  at  Amsterdam,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  June,  1792,  at  4  per 

cent  interest,  and  6  per  cent  charges    -....- 


On  8,000,000  florins, 
2,500,000  do 
6,000,000  do 
2,050,000  do 
8,000,000  do 
8,000,000    do 


Chargee  vpon  the  Loam. 
at  4|  per  cent 
at  4  do 
at  4  do 
at4  do 
at  6i  do 
at  5         do 


Itorint.»tp, 

8,000,000  00  0 

2,600,000  00  0 

6,000,000  00  0 

2,050,000  00  0 

8,000,000  00  0 

8,000,000  00  0 
19,560,000  00  0 


185,000  00  0 
100,000  00  0 
240,000  00  0 
82,000  00  0 
165,000  00  0 
150,000  00  0 


1790. 
1791. 


1792. 


Dec     8, 

June  10, 

Aug.  11, 

Sept  12, 

15, 

22, 

22, 

29, 

8. 

6, 
18, 

20, 

Nov.  10, 
Dec  10, 
Aug.    1, 


Nett  amount  of  the  Loans 
Paymente  made  to  France,  (5.) 

Lieres  toumoie. «;  d. 
Remittance  from  Amsterdam,    8,611,050  00  0 


872,000  00  0 
18,678^000  00  0 


Oct 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do    from  Antwerp, 
do    from  Amsterdam, 


2,696,629  04  0 

941,176  09  0 

642,896  09  9 

1,080,874  12  6 

1,467,784  15  4 

907,280  15  2 

616,212  14  7 

220,680  10  0 

806,420  08  8 

1,189,058  14  1 

611,154  02  8 

487,692  02  8 

1,540,909  02  0 

5,867,272  14  6 

6,000,000  00  0 


Florine, 

1,500,014 

1,005,000 

852,187 

288,288 

400,581 

589,414 

885,726 

229,500 

81,957 

800,951 

429,550 

802,291 

180,608 

567,825 

1,968,000 

1,641,250 


9tp, 

09  0 

00 

10 

06 

12 

10 

14 

15 

10 

09 

16 

04 

18  0 

00  0 

00  0 

00  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


28,827,987.  09  6  10,078,048  08  0 
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Charges  on  the  remittaneei  to  France. 
Brokerage  on  10,078,043  florinBr«-5tnr«v»t  1  per  male;  -  -      10,0T8  01  0 

10,088,116  09  0 

Payments  on  account  of  other  Foreign  Loans  made  and  to  he 
made^  to  the  1st  of  January^  1798,  inelusiMly. 

1791.  February  1  .  .  -  -  289,788  06  0 
June           1            -            -            .        «    .  860,000  00  0 

1792.  February  1  -  -  .  -  280,000  00  0 
March  i  .  .  .  .  119,879  04  0 
June  1  .  .  .  .  360,000  00  0 
September  1  .  -  .  294,666  18  0 
December  1            .            .           .           .    92,260  00  0 

1793.  January     1  .  -  .  .  106,709  19  8 

1,888,189  02  8       ^ 

From  which  deduct  so  much  remitted  to  the  Com- 
missioners from  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  spe- 
cial appropriations  by  the  acts,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1790,'*  and  **  An  act 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  men- 
tioned'^ -  -  -  .  -  -    100,000  00  0 

— 1,788,189  02  8 

Commission  on  the  payment  of  1,917,260  florins,  interest  at  1 
per  cent 19,172  10  0 

For  postage  and  advertising  .....  618  08  8 

For  interest  on  the  Debt  due  to  certain  foreign  officers,  payable  in 
Paris  («)  .......    106,000  00  0 

Reimbursement  of  the  Spanish  Debt,  estimated  at  (aQ        -  -    680,000  00  0 

Bills  drawn  upon  the  Commissioners   in  Amsterdam,  by  the 
Treasurer  (0)     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  6,649,621  02  8 

18,270,712  12  8 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners,  of  florins       -  407,287  07  8 

SEMABKS. 

(o.)  The  dates  here  mentioned  are  those  for  commencing  payments  on  account  of  the  respective 
Loans.  The  usage  is  to  albw  a  certain  time  to  the  subscribers  (ordinarily  from  three  to  six  months) 
to  pay  in  the  sums  subscribed,  the  sums  paid  in  in  each  month  bearing  interest  from  the  beginning 
of  the  month.  The  schedule  No.  2  shows  the  monthly  periods  of  actual  payment  The  first  of  these 
Loans  was  set  on  foot  by  our  bankers  in  Holland,  without  previous  authority,  for  reasons  of  weight, 
respecting  the  interests  and  credit  of  the  United  States.  A  due  regard  to  the  motives  and  considera- 
tions relative  to  the  yet  unascertained  effect  of  our  financial  arrangements  in  their  first  stages,  led  to 
an  acceptance  of  that  Loan  on  account  of  the  Qovemment  The  fourth  of  these  Loans  was  originally 
contracted  for  8,000,000  of  florins,  but  960,000  florins  were  afterwards  suppressed,  in  consequence  of 
its  being  found  that  money  had  become  obtainable  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest 

(b.)  The  conversion  of  florins  into  livres,  in  each  case,  is  regulated  by  the  actual  market  rate  of 
exchange  at  the  time  of  payment.  It  is,  however,  understood,  that  there  is  to  be  a  re-lianidation,  with 
a  view  to  certain  equitable  considerationa  The  rate  of  exchange  for  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp 
Loan  is  stated  by  analogy,  no  more  certain  rule  being  at  present  in  possession  of  the  Treasury. 

(e.)  The  actual  payment  of  this  interest  is  not  yet  known  at  the  Treasury,  but  an  appropriation 
has  been  made  for  it,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  in  France. 

(d.)  Advice  is  received  that  this  payment  was  going  on,  though  it  had  not  been  completed.  There 
is  no  cause  to  doubt  that  it  has  been  since  carried  into  full  effect 

(«.)  The  produce  of  the  bills  drawn  for  this  sum,  and  other  particulars  respecting  it,  will  appear  from 
the  schedules  Nos.  3  and  4. 

According  to  the  terms  of  all  these  Loans  the  United  States  are  bound  to  reimburse,  in  fifteen  years, 
by  equal  instalments,  the  first  beginning  the  eleventh  year;  but  the  United  States  have  reserved  a 
right  upon  all  except  the  two  last  to  reimburse  at  any  time  at  their  pleasure.  The  reimbursement  of 
the  two  last  (according  to  the  general  usage  of  the  country  observed  in  all  Loans  by  the  United  States 
prior  to  the  present  Government)  cannot  begin  till  the  eleventh  year. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Treasury  Department,  January  3, 1793. 
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Statement  shouting  the  pa/rticular  periods  v)hen  the  hands  were  distributed,  and  the  moneys  reeaud 

upon  the  different  Loans, 


OK  THE  FIRST  LOAN,  DATED  FEbBUABT  1,  1790. 


1790. 


Receiyed  by  the  Gommiasionera 


February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
1791.    January, 


ON  THE  SECOND  LOAN,  DATED  MARCH  1,  1791. 

1791.    February,  Received  by  the  Commissioners 
March,  do  do 

April^  do  do 

li^y,  do  do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

FUrins. 

1,167,000 

616,000 

232,000 

230,000 

191,000 

191,000 

32,000 

39,000 

89,000 

39,000 

170,000 

165,000 


669,000 

1, 058^000 

317,000 

466,000 


ON  THE  THIRD  LOAN,  DATED  »PTEMBEK  1,  1791. 

1791.    August  31,     Received  by  the  Commissioners 

September  30,  do  do  - 

October       31,  do  do 

November  30,  do  do  - 

December   31,  do  do  ... 

ON  THE  FOURTH  LOAN,  MADE  AT  ANTWERP,  DATED  DECEMBER  1,  1791. 

The  details  of  this  Loan  are  deficient    Paid,  as  received,  to  France 

ON  THE  FIFTH  LOAN,  DATED  J  AND  ART  1,  1792. 

1791.  December  31,  Received  by  the  Commissioners        ... 

1792.  January  31,  do  do  ... 
February,  do  do  ... 
March,  do  do  ... 
April,  do  do  -  -  - 
May,  do  do 
June,  do  do 
July,  do  do 


1,905,000 

1,816,000 

1,879,000 

870^000 

80,000 


112,000) 
52,000) 


509,000 
701,000 
624.000 
489.000 
878,000 
285,000 

164,000 


ON  THE  SIXTH  LOAN,  QATED  JUNE  1,  1792. 


1792.    June  1, 
Do 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 


Received  by  the  Commissioners 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Payable 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

705,000 

761,000 

468,000 

222,000 

*28 1,000 

*281,000 

♦282,000 


8,000,0€9 


ijm,m 


6,ooo,ooe 


2,O5O,00i) 


8,000,000 


8,000,000 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Treasury  Department,  January  3, 1798. 

*  These  three  sums  are  stated  upon  conjecture,  the  accoaots  received  not  coming  lower  dovn  than  (be  ^^ 
of  September. 
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No  III. 

.  BtaUment  of  the  UlU  which  ha/ee  Uen  drawn  hy  (hs  Treasurer  of  ths  United  Statee  upon  the  dm- 
missionere  in  Ameterdam^  ehowing  the  application  qf  the  moneye  arisinffftvm  the  ealee  of  thoee  bille, 
and  the  balance  which  remaine  unapplied, 

he  amount  of  bills  sold  by  the  Banks  of  North  America  and  New      Florins  ett,  p.  Dolls,  cts. 

York,  as  settled  at  the  Treasuiy,  is  -  -  -  -    2,468,678  12  8  997,443  58 

.mount  of  interest  which  has  arisen  on  the  credit  allowed  to  the 
purchasers   ------  .---  8^82  88 

jnount  of  bills  furnished  the  Secretary  of  State       -        99,000  00 
Do  Do  .  do  -        96,947  10 

194,947  10  0  78,766  67 


2,668,621  2  8      1,084,293  08 

Amount  qfhiUs  disposed  ofhythe  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

1792.  Florins.  Dolls,  ets. 

Lpril        17         600,000  fayor  J.  Kean,  at  86  4-11  cts.  202,020  20 
une         80         128,750  T.  Jefferson,    do  50,000  00 

'to'ocL  15  \   ^»^^^»^^^  J-  ^«»"»  ^  ^"^^  ^^  447,700  00 

«ov.         80       1,287,500  T.  Willink,  86  4-11  cte.  500,000  00 

)ec.         28           24,750  J.  Kean,  do                10,000  00 

2986,000  0  0      1,209,720  20 

[nterest  which  will  accrue  on  the  sales,  computed  according  to  the 
terms  prescribed     .----•--•  10,755  90 

5,649,621  2  8      2,804,769  18 


Payments  made  on  account  of  the  French  Debt,  principally  for  the  mpply  qf  the  French  Colony  of 

St.  Domingo, 


1792.    February   21,  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  -         $8,825  00 

December  15,  do  do  do  -  6,445  00 

February    21,  the  Consul  General  of  France 

March         12,  do  do 

May  81,  do  do 

September  17,  do  do 

28,  do  do 

October      15,  do  do 

November    1,  do  do 

16,  do  do 

22,  do  do 

80,  do  do 
December  16,  do  do 

81,  do  do 


22,000  00 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

26,088  00 

17,936  00 

24,660  00 

19,961  00 

2,358  00 

8,997  00 

64,986  01 

84,558  82 

10,000  00 


*^ 


1445,268  88 


Payment  of  the  Debt  due  to  certain  foreign  officers,  made  and  to  be  made        -        tl91,816  90 

686,580  73 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treaswry. 
TREASDar  Departmint,  January  3,  1793^ 

^  The  coDtinuiQg  necessities  of  the  Colony  of  St.  Domingo  will  call  for  further  auppliefl.  A  decree  of  the 
X^atlooal  Ansembly  of  France,  of  the  26th  of  June,  1792,  contemplates  a  supply  from  the  United  States  of 
*,0OO,OOO  livres,  or  $726,000. 

.  t  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  part  of  (he  interest  of  this  Debt,  at  Paris,  accord- 
U)g  to  stipulation.    Interest  upon  the  whole  ceased  on  the  1st  of  January,  1793. 

The  residue  of  the  sum  drawn  for  is  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  toe  Public  Debt    There  remains  to  be 

ceived,  according  to  the  terms  of  sale,  1632,132  02. . 
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No.  IV. 

A  particular  itatsmetU  of  the  hUU  drawn  5y  the  Treaeurer  of  the  United  Statee,  ehowing  the  differml 
periode  when  drawn  and  paid  in  Ameterdan^  and  the  halanee  remaining  unpaid  on  the  M  of  Sef- 
tember,  1792. 


Date  of 

Amount  of  bills       When 

In  whose  fiivor. 

Amount  of  bills 

When  paid  in  Am- 
sterdam. 

Amoaatof  bOb 

the  Secre- 

directed to  be 

drawn. 

drawn  by  the 

paid  io  Ao- 

tary's  di- 

drawn. 

Treasurer. 

•terdam. 

rectioQ. 

1790. 

Florins  it.  p. 

1790. 

Florine  «t  p. 

1791— 

FUnimi  ttf. 

Dee.  16 

26,000 

0  0 

Dea   17 

T.  Frands     - 

26,000     0  0 

from  21  to  28  Febi 

276,978  I!  0 

16 

26,000 

0  0 

17 

Wm.  SetoQ    • 

26,000     0  0 

14  to  22  Mar. 

154,608  19  C 

20 

8.062 

10  0 

20 

T.  Francis     - 

8,062  10  0 

4  to  80  AprU 

839.786  10  ! 

22 

7,000 

0  0 

28 

Do 

7.000    0  0 

16  to  26  May 

95,000    O'.' 

80 

8,840 

0  0 

80 

Do 

8.840     0  0 

81  May 

99.000   0  0 

81 

26,000 

0  0 

81 

Do 

26,000    0  0 

6  to  27  July 

823,340  18  u 

1791. 

Jan.     1 

110,000 

0  0 

^ 

Do 

1  to  24  Ang. 

186.00*  II  0 

6 

100.000 

0  0 

W.  Seton 

12  to  26  Sept 

40.956  11 '.' 

13 
27 

100,000 
100,000 

0  0 
0  0 

Jan. 

T.  Francis 
Do 

710,000    0  0 

6  to  81  Oct 
6  to  28  Dec 

46,000    OC 
89.540    A< 

27 

200,000 

0  0 

W.  Seton 

1792—3  to  81  Jan. 

792,415    5C 

29 

100,000 

0  0 

<  «_          1. 

T.  Francis 

11  to  20  Feb. 

82,544  IS  C 

Mar.  18 

99,000 

0  0 

Mar.  19 

T.  Jefferson  - 

99,000    0  0 

6  to  80  Mar. 

138,500    0  0 

Kay    8 

200,000 

0  0 

'                >• 

T.  Francis     1 

10  April 

96,947  W  0 

8 
21 

200,000 
100,000 

0  0 
0  0 

.    Bo    - 

W.  Seton       1 
Do 

600,000    0  0 

2  May 

4.000   Ot 

21 

100,000 

0  0 

4               . 

T.  Francis 

Verbal 

• 

direction 

66,281 

2  8 

Jane 

Do 

66,281     2  8 

Oct    81 
81 

600.000 
600,000 

0  0 
00 

Oct  <fc 
'   Nov.    ■ 

Do 

W.  SetoD 

1,000,000    0  0 

1792. 

1792. 

Jan.   27 

96,947 

10  0 

Jaa  27 

T.  Jefferson  • 

96,947  10  0 

1792— 
from    2  to  26  July 

2,668,621 

2  8 

2,668,621     2  8 

2,663,6SL    !S 

April  17 

600,000 

0  0 

AprU 

John  Kean    - 

600.000    0  0 

876,944  Id  0 

June  29 

128,760 

0  0 

June  80 

T.  Jefferson  • 

128,760    0  0 

8  to  27  Aug. 

246,803    iv 

July  12 

600,000 

0  0 

July 

John  Kean    - 

600,000     0  0  i 

Balance  .  remaining 

Aug.  80 

200.000 

0  0 

August 

Do 

200,000    0  0 

to  be  paid  on  the 

«Oct     8. 

800.000 

0  0 

October 

Do 

800,000    0  0 

6th  Sept,  1792   - 

2,362,250   OO 

16 

100.000 

0  0 

Do 

Do 

100,000     0  0 

Nov.  80 

1,287,600 

0  0 

Dee. 

T.  Willing     . 

1,287,600     0  0 

DecL  28 

24,760 

0  0 

Do 

John  Kean    - 

24,760    0  0 

2,986,000 

0  0 

2,986,000     0  0 

2,986,000   0  0 

RKMARX8. 


The  bills  drawn  from  the  16th  December,  1790,  to  Jane,  1791,  inclasiTely,  haye  been  sold  at  364-11 
ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  guilder,  payable  in  sixty  days,  or  in  ninety,  with  interest  for  thirty  days. 

Those  drawn  in  October  and  November,  1791,  have  been  sold  at  the  same  rate  of  exchange  ibr 
cash,  or  on  a  credit  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  the  purchaser  paying  interest  for  the  whole  term  ^ 
the  credit  The  terms  upon  which  the  bills  in  April,  1792,  have  been  disposed  of  were  a  credit  of  as 
months ;  the  first  two  months  without  interest,  and  the  last  four  months  with  an  allowance  of  &iz  p*' 
cent  by  the  purchaser,  the  rate  of  exchange  as  before.  In  July,  August,  and  October,  1792,  thente 
of  exchange  was  forty  cents  and  seyen  mills  per  guilder,  one  moiety  to  be  paid  in  two,  and  the  other 
moiety  in  four  months,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  each  sale.  In  November  and  December,  IT92< 
the  exchange  was  86  4-11  nintieths  of  a  dollar. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  qfihe  Treasury. 
TREAsuay  Departhmt,  January  8,  1798. 


1185  APPENDIX.  1186 

Loans, 

[Commnnieatod  to  the  Hoaiw  of  Representatiyes,  Jaouaiy  11, 1798.] 

Treasuby  Department,  January  10, 1793. 

Sir:  The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  27th  of  December  last  haying  been  consi- 
lered  as  contemplating  Foreign  Loans  only,  the  statements  rendered  to  the  House  on  the  3d  instant, 
rere  confined  merely  to  those  objects. 

But,  lest  a  greater  latitude  should  have  been  intended  by  that  resolution,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit, 
lerewith,  a  supplementary  statement,  No.  V.,  which  contains  the  several  sums  that  hare  been  borrowed 
a  the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  the  President ;  and  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  sir,  your  most 
bedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  qfthe  Treaeury. 

The  Hon.  the  Spkakkb  o/the  Eotue  of  Bepresentaticee  of  ike  United  States. 


Na  V. 

I  ttateinent  of  the  moneys  whieh  have  heen  horrowed  in  Ihe  United  States,  hy  the  Government,  and 

applied  pursuant  to  several  acts  qf  Congress, 

Under  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act,  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  (Government  for  the  year 
790,"  the  following  sums  were  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  New  York,  and  applied  as  specified  in  the 
lid  act,  viz: 

1790,  March  81,  $30,000 
April     8,    25,000 

65,000,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  respective  dates  mentioned, 
0  the  14th  May,  1790,  when  the  Loan  was  reimbursed. 

Pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the 
rentiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  a  Loan  has  been  obtained  from  the  Bank  of  the 
Jnited  States,  agreeably  to  a  contract  with  the  said  Bank,  dated  the  25th  of  May,  1792,  of  $523,000*  at 
he  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States ;  upon  which  Loan 
here  has  been  reeeiv^  in  the  Treasury,  in  the  following  instalments,  and  applied  to  the  purpose  for 
rhich  it  was  appropriated — 

$100,000  on  the  1st  of  June,  1792. 

100,000  1st  of  July,  1792. 

100,000  1st  of  August,  1792. 

100,000  1st  of  September,  1792.t 

The  interest  accruing  on  the  said  instalments  to  the  1st  of  January,  1793,  was  made  payable  on  that 
lay,  and  thenceforth,  until  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal,  the  interest  on  the  whole  is  to  be  paid 
lalf-yearly,  namely,  on  the  1st  of  July  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  in  each  year. 

The  surplus  of  the  duties  laid  by  the  act  before  mentioned,  to  be  applied,  as  the  same  shall  accrue,  to 
he  reimbursement  of  the  principal  and  interest 

Pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
i  Loan  has  been  made,  by  the  said  Bank  to  the  united  States,  of  $2,000,000,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per 
ADum,  reimbursable  in  ten  years,  by  equal  and  annual  instalments,  or  at  any  time  sooner,  or  in  any 
;reater  proportions  that  the  Government  may  think  fit 

This  Loan  has  been  applied  as  directed  by  the  act  under  which  it  was  borrowed. 

The  time  when  the  interest  commenced  on  $1,000,000  of  the  said  Loan,  is  coincident  with  the  time 
fhen  the  dividend  upon  the  stock  of  the  Bank  began  to  accrue,  namely :  the  20th  of  December,  1791. 
JpoQ  the  remaining  $1,000,000,  interest  commenced  on  the  1st  of  July,  1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Tbeasuet  Dbpabtment,  January  10,  1793. 


[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  January  18, 1793.] 

The  Senate  passed  the  following  order,  January  15,  1793  : 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lay  before  the  Senate  the  account  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  specifying  the  precise  sums,  with  the  dates  of  the  debits  and 
Tedits,  from  the  institution  of  the  Bank  to  the  day  the  return  is  made. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also  lay  before  the  Senate  an  account  of  the  surplus  of  revenue 
ippropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt,  to  the  same  period,  specifying  the  sums  and  dates. 

That  he  lay  before  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the  money  borrowed  by  virtue  of  the  law  passed 
August  the  4tb,  1790,  with  the  appropriation  of  the  amount,  and  the  precise  dates. 

That  he  lay  before  the  Senate  the  amount  and  application  of  the  money  borrowed  by  virtue  of  the 
^w  of  August  the  12th,  1790. 

*  Errata.-— The  true  ram,  ameably  to  contract,  was  $528,600. 
f  This  sum  was  not  receired  till  the  28th  of  September. 

2d  Coh.— 38 
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And  that  he  also  laj  before  the  Senate,  an  account  exhibiting  the  probable  aurpliis,  and  OD^propri- 
ated  revenue  of  the  year  1792,  stating,  as  far  as  possible,  the  dates  and  the  sums. 


Trbasurt  Dkpartmiht,  January  16,  179S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Senate  of  jeslerdaj,  Um 
following  documents,  viz : 

Books  Nos.  1  and  2,*  containing  the  current  cash  account  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  commencement  of  the  operations  of  that  institution  until  this  daj. 

Piles  A,  B,  0,  D.* 

A.  Containing  a  series  of  accounts  beginning  the  16th  of  June,  1792,  and  ending  the  5Ch  of  Jarnaiy, 
1798,  showing  the  cash  account  of  the  United  States  with  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Depodte  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  at  Boston. 

B.  Containing  a  series  of  accounts,  beginning  the  28d  of  ICay,  1792,  and  ending  the  6th  of  Janauj, 
1793,  showine  the  cash  account  of  the  iJnited  States  with  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Depoaite  of  tbt 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  New  York. 

C.  Containing  a  series  of  accounts,  beginning  the  9th  of  August,  1792,  and  ending  the  5th  oiJwuaMrj, 
1798,  showing  similar  accounts  with  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  at  Baltimore. 

D.  Containing  a  series  of  accounts,  beginning  the  9th  of  June,  and  ending  the  22d  of  December,  179i, 
showing  similar  cash  accounts  with  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  at  Charleston. 

Statement  E,  being  an  abstract  of  the  balances  remaining  in  the  several  Offices  of  Discount  and  Depo- 
site, at  the  respective  periods  of  the  last  returns. 

Statements  AB  and  Nos.  1,  2,  8,  being  accounts  of  the  sales  of  bills  on  Amsterdam,  by  the  Bank  cf 
the  United  States,  and  the  several  offices  of  Discount  and  Deposite. 

These  documents  fulfil  the  first  object  of  the  order  above  mentioned. 

Statement  F,  showing  the  surplus  of  revenue  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Public  Debt  Tbit 
surplus  arose  at  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  and  was  appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  12th  of  August, 
1790. 

This  fulfils  the  second  object  of  the  order,  as  I  understand  its  meaning. 

Statements  (printed)  Nos.  1,  ^,  8,  4.t 

These  l^ve  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  show  with  as  much  detiil 
and  accuracy  as  is  now  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury,  the  different  Loans  which  have  beta 
made  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790,  and  their  application,  as  &r  as  it 
has  gone. 

These  Loans  having  been  contracted  in  virtue  of  the  powers  communicated  by  both  acts,  without  pA^ 
ticular  reference  to  either,  a  specification  of  the  Loans  made  upon  each  is,  of  course,  not  practicable. 
This  mode  of  proceeding  was  indicated  first,  by  an  intimation  from  our  bankers  in  Holland  that  a  dis- 
tinction might  prove  an  embarrassment,  (being  a  novelty,  the  reason  of  which  would  not  be  obvioas  a 
the  money-lenders.)  Secondly,  by  the  consideration  that,  if  the  Loans  were  made  upon  both  acts  is- 
discriminately,  Uieir  application  could  be  regulated  as  circumstances,  from  time  to  time,  should  reD^ 
advisable. 

These  documents  fulfil,  as  &r  as  is  practicable,  the  third  and  fourth  objects  of  the  order. 

Statement  Q,  showing  the  probable  unappropriated  surplus  of  the  public  revenue  during  the  year  1791 
This  fulfils,  as  far  as  can  now  be  done,  the  last  of  the  objects  comprised  in  the  order  of  the  Senate.  Botf 
by  way  of  explanation,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  printed  statement  D,  which  accompanied  the  esnmite 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  14th  of  NoTembtr 
last,  and  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  books  Nos.  1  and  2,  the  papers  contained  in  the  files  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  and  those  marked  AB,  Nos. 
1,  2,  8,  are  originals.  They  are  sent,  rather  than  transcripts,  to  avoid  delay,  as  it  is  understood  that  the 
statements  called  for  have  reference  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill  making  appropriati«BS 
for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

I  suppose  it  would  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Senate  to  be  enabled,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  receipt 
of  the  information  they  have  required,  to  proceed  to  a  decision  on  that  important  subject ;  and,  exposed 
as  I  am  to  very  perplexing  dilemmas,  for  the  want  of  the  requisite  appropriations,  in  consequence  of  tf- 
rangements  which  it  was  my  duty  to  enter  into,  to  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  exigencies  of  the  pob- 
lic  service,  I  could  not  but  feel  a  solicitude  to  hasten  the  communication. 

As  the  originals  which  have  been  mentioned  are  necessary  documents  of  office,  I  request  that  the  Seiate 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  them  to  be  returned  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  answered  the  purpose  for  vbicb 
they  have  been  required.    With  the  most  perfect  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  TVwwry. 

The  Vice  PaEsmcNT  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

*  "  Books  Nos.  1  and  2,"  and  "files  A,  B,  0,  D,"  were  returned,  and  are  not  now  to  be  found, 
f  For  these  statements,  see  preceding  tables. 
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Loan9  and 


No.  1. 

SmUB  df  €hvemmerU  biHt  an  Anuterdam^  <$t'  the  Office  of  DiM^ount  and  Dtpoiite  in  Jfe0  Y^ri^  vk. : 
226,000  'guUd&ri,  at  86  4-11  ninetietha  of  a  doUar  per  guilder^  an  a  credit  of  six  months^  mth  inte- 
reetfor  the  hut  four  months. 


Wlm  BokL 


1792. 
April  26 
26 
Maj       4 

10 
18 


To  vbom  aold. 


Rowlett  k  Corp    - 
Norman  Butler     - 
William  Ddgar 
Samuel  Wani  k  Brothers 
G^eorge  Scriba 


Amount  in 
guildem 


162,000 

8,000 

1,000 

26,000 

28,000 


226,000 


Amount  in 
dollars. 


66,464  64 

8,282  82 

404  04 

10,606  06 

11,818  18 


90,909  08 


When  paid. 


Oct  16 
Aug.  6 
Jul7  4 
No?.  16 
21 


Amount  of 
interest 


1,201  86 
21  64 

216  86 
281  92 


1,670  17 


Sums  paid. 


66,666  90 

8,268  86 

404  04 

10,720  40 

11,646  06 


92,679  26 


Errors  excepted. 


JONATHAN  BURBALL,  Caehier. 


Officb  oar  Discount  and  Deposite,  New  Yorh^  January  12, 1798. 

N.  B.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  gave  permission  to  receive  payment  of  the  notes  that  were  on 
interest  at  any  time  before  they  became  due. 

No.  2. 

Sales  of  Oovcmment  bille  on  Ameterdam^  at  the  Office  of  IHecount  and  Depoeite  in  New  Yorh,  vU, : 
250,000  guildere^  at  40  eente  7  mills  per  guilder^  payable  the  one^half  in  two  months^  and  the  other 
half  in  four  months^  with  interest. 


When                 To  whom  sold. 

Am't  in 

Amount,  in 

When  paid. 

Amount  of 

Sums  paid. 

Bold. 

guilders. 

dollars. 

interest 

1798. 

1 

- 

1 

July   27 

SamL  Ward  k  Brothers 

26,000 

J     6,087  60 

'   Sept  29 

63  87 

6,140  87 

Do 

)     6.087  60 

Nov.  28 

104  29 

6,191  79 

Obadiah  Bowen 

26,000 

S     6,087  60 

Sept  29 

58  87 

6,140  89 

Do 

}     6,087  60 

No7.  28 

104  29 

^,191  79 

Aug.    7 

NichoUs  Cook  k  Co.     - 

26,000 

J     6,087  60 

Oct     9 

58  87 

6,140  89- 

Do 

>     5,087  50 

Dec.    6 

.   104  29 

6,191  79 

Josiah  Adams  &  Co. 

26,000 

J     6,087  60 

Oct     9 

68  87 

6,140  87 

Do            .           -C 

/     6,087  60 

Deo.    8 

104  29 

5,191  79 

21 

Jacob  k  Philip  Mark     - 

26,000 

S     6,087  60 

Oct  28 

68  41 

6,140  91 

Do 

}     6,087  50 

Dec.  22 

104  29 

6,191  79 

27 

John  Hurray     - 

15,000 

S     8,056  00 

Oct   29 

82  07 

8,087  07 

Do            -           -C 

/     8,060  00 

Dec.  27 

62  68 

8,112  58 

Sept.    8 

Daniel  Badcock             •/ 

26,000 

>     6,087  50 

Nov.    4 

68  42 

5,140  92 

Do            .           -C 

)    J6,087  60 

1798,  Jan.    5 

104  80 

5,191  80 

4 

Matthew  Clarkson         -[ 

10,000 

S     2,085  00 

1792,  Nor.    5 

20  85 

2,055  86 

Do            .           -J 

{     2,085  00 

1793.  Jan.    6 

40  70 

2,075  70 

Le  Roy  &  Bayard          -  / 

26,000 

S     6,087  60 
\     6,087  60 

1792,  Nor.    6 
1708,  Jan.    5 

60  87 
101  74 

6,138  87 
6,189  24 

6 

Van  Home  &  Clarkson  - 

26,000 

f     5,087  60 
{     6,087  50 

1792,  Nov.    7 

68  41 

6,140  91 

Do 

1793,  Jan.    6 

104  29 

5,191  79 

7 

Nicholas  Hoffman 

8,000 

610  50 

1792,  Nov.    9 

6  40 

616  90 

Do 

610  50 

1798,  Jan.     8 

12  61 

628  01 

10 

,  John  P.  Mumford  &  Co. 

22,000 

4,477  00 

1792,  Nov.  12 

47  01 

4,524  01 

Do           .           -f 

(     4,477  00 

1798,  Jan.  12 

91  77 

4,568  77 

260,000 

101,750  00 

1,669  71 

108,819  71 

Errors  excepted.  JONATHAN  BURRALL,  CashUr. 

Offidb  of  Discount  and  Deposits,  New  Torh^  January  12, 1798. 
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LottM  and  FintmeeB, 


AB. 

Account  of  Treaniry  hiUi  an  Am$terdam,  mid  hy  the  Bankqf  ihs  United  SUUm  and  QgUm  e/DkmtA 

and  Depotite. 


Guilders  and 

Purchasers*  Kamesi 

Moneys  i 

reoeired. 

Notes  remaining  uapiii 

Dftteofeale. 

stiyen. 

Amount  of 
note. 

Interest  on 
note. 

Amount 

psTsbk 

1192. 

April     26 

88,068 

1 

Matthev  McConnell 

86,677    0 

981    4 

27 

166,648  16  1 

Joaathan  Williams 

68,260    0 

1,826  80 

6,408 

4 

Anthony  Butler 

2,188  16 

48  66 

28 

226,000 

0 

Office  at  New  York. 

26,000 

0 

Thomas  Fitsaimons 

10,101     2 

814  91 

July        2 

24,000 

0 

Pragers  A  Co.      - 

9,768    0 

166  62 

21 

50,000 
26,000 

0 
0 

Office  of  New  York. 
Office  of  Baltimore. 

81 

612 

0 

Samuel  Meredith 

249    9 

6  91 

26,000 

0 

Joseph  Anthony  A  Soo    - 

10,176    0 

162  62 

26,000 

0 

Ward  h  Brothen 

10,176    0 

162  62 

16,000 

0 

Anthony  Butler  -           ) 

♦106    0 
6,000    0 

\         98    0 
146  62 

24,000 

0 

William  BeU 

9,768    0 

August   1 

60.000 

0 

Office  of  New  York. 

2 

26,000 

0 

Office  of  Baltimore. 

9 

1,886 

0 

William  McPherson 

664    2 

8  78 

10 

8,882 

10 

Henry  Hill 

8,891  88 

52  11 

14 

60,000 

0 

Office  qf  New  York. 

- 

16 

8,000 

0 

Bake  A  Go. 

1,221     0 

18  88 

18 

60,000 

0 

Office  of  New  York. 

21 

2,000 

0 

Leonard  Jaooby  • 

814    0 

12  24 

12,668 

10 

6,162    0 

79  86 

2,000 

0 

Cash 

814    0 

• 

22 

12,000 

0 

Do          -           -            - 

4,884    0 

24 

10,000 

0 

Bohlen     - 

4.070    0 

69    6 

81 

60,000 

0 

Office  at  New  York. 

20,000 

0 

Thomas  Ketland  - 

8,140    0 

126  16 

Sept.       6 

12,000 

0 

George  Meade     - 

4,884    0 

76  70 

14 

26.000 

0 

George  Sweetman 

10,176    0 

167  71 

16 

26.000 

0 

NuEon  A  Foster    - 

10,176    0 

167  71 

29 

26,000 

0 

George  Ord 

10,176    0 

167  71 

26,000 

0^ 

Thomas  M.  Willmg 

10.176    0 

167  71 

6,000 

0 

Leonard  Jacoby  « 

1,221    0 

18    0 

1,221    0 

Jsa      9 

October  2 

16,000 

0 

George  Harrison  - 

8,062  60 

82    4 

8^062  60 

2» 

6,800 

0 

F.  W.  Stanman    - 

1,888  80 

14  62 

1,888  50 

Fefai       S 

8 

26,000 

0 

WiUing,  Morris^  A  Stan- 

wick    .           -           - 

6,087  60 

68  40 

5,087  60 

\ 

4 

10,000 

0 

Joseph  Anthony  A  Son  - 

2.086    0 

21  86 

2,086    0 

4 

8 

18,000 

0 

T.  Dalton 

2,646  60 

27  77 

2.646  60 

7 

16,000 

0 

George  Bickham 
John  Donaldson  - 

8,062  60 

82     4 

8,062  60 

1 

12,211 

0 

2,484  94 

26    7 

2,484  94 

7 

10 

7,116 

0 

Conyngham,    Nesbitt,  A 

* 

Co.       -           -           - 

1.448  11 

16  20 

1,448  11 

1 

26,000 

0 

Pragers  A  Oo.     - 

6,087  50 

68  41 

6,087  60 

% 

26.000 

0 

F.  dk  J.  West 

6,087  60 

68  41 

6.087  60 

% 

M 

26.000 

0 

James  A  W.  Miller 

5,087  60 

68  41 

6,087  60 

9 

11 

8,000 

0 

John  Donaldson  - 

610  60 

6  40 

610  60 

10 

18 

16,289 

0 

Berthier  <fe  Ca     - 

8,111  82 

82  67 

8,111  82 

IS 

Id 

20.000 

0 

Robert  Morris 

4,070    0 

42  72 

4,070    0 

16,000 

0 

Lewis  Deblois     • 

8,434  69 

tl46  67 

1,669  67 

IS 

• 

120,000 

0 

Gash 

48,840    0 

*  Paid  $106  at  the  time  of  purchase. 

t  $148  67  is  the  amount  of  the  whole  interest  on  the  two  periods  of  60  and  120  days,  for  bills  sold  LD^I>1^^ 
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Date  of  Bale. 

Goildenand 
•tifera. 

Purchaaen'  names. 

Moneys  i 

reeeiyed. 

Notes  remaining  unpaid 

Amount  of 

Interest  on 

Amount. 

When 

note. 

note. 

payable. 

1792. 

16 

6,000    0 

John  NizoQ 

1,017  60 

10  68 

1,017  50 

FeK          14 

16,000    0 

Aothooy  Butler  - 

8,256    0 

34  18 

8,266    0 

14 

8^696    0 

Gash    -        -       -        - 

8,498  17 

17 

1,000    0 

Da    -       .       -       - 

407    0 

18 

85,000    0 

Da    ...       . 

14^246    0 

19 

84,000    0 
10,000    0 

Da    -       -       -       . 
Da    -       -       .       - 

18,836    0 
4^070    0 

20 

10,000    0 

Do.    -       -        -       - 

4,070    0 

24 

10^000    0 

Da    -       -       -        - 

4,070    0 

26 

15,000    0 

Da    -       -       .       - 

6,106    0 

1,600,000    0 

884,292  27 

6,056  11 

61,408    4 

Total  amount  of  guilders  sold  at  the  office  at  New  York  ia           -            -  -           - 

Total  amount  of  guilders  sold  at  the  office  at  Baltimore               .           .  .           . 

Amount  of  moneys  received  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  Amster-  "" 

dam  biUfl,  to  the  15th  January,  1798,  as  above             ...  884,292  27 

Interest  received  on  dittos  as  above          .....  5,066  11 

Amount  of  moneys  received  at  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  at 
New  York,  per  account  No.1-  -  -  -  -  -         02,679  26 

Do.  do.  do.  per  account  No.  2        108,819  71 

Amount  of  moneys  received  at  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  at  Baltimore,  per 
account  No.  3---------- 


475,000 
60,000 


889,848  88 

196,898  96 
20,686  74 


606,888  08 


Total  amount  of  moneys  received  by  the  Bank  and  Offices  for  Amsterdam  biUs  • 

There  still  remain  due  on  account  of  Amsterdam  bills,  notes  pavable  at  Bank,  as  above         61,408  04 
N.B. — As  these  notes  are  not  always  paid  the  day  they  foil  due,  the  interest  is  not  carried  out 
Bank  of  thjs  U.  S.,  Janwry  16, 1793.  DAVID  S.  FRANKS,  AuMttU  Cashier. 


No.  3. 

Ateount  Sales  of  60,000  guUdere,  Chvemment  6tSs,  on  Amsterdam,  at  the  Baltimore  Office  o/Dieeoimi 

and  Deposite. 


Date. 

Noa 

Purchasera 

Amount 

Price  per 

Time  of 

PrincipaL 

Interest 

Total 

V 

• 

guilders. 

guilder. 

credit. 

1792. 

ets.  m. 

Datfs. 

July  26 

668 

Ghequire  &  Holmes  - 

4,000 

at  40  07 

60 

$1,628 

$16  28 

$1,644  28 

26 

664 

Do. 

4,000 

do 

120 

1,628 

82  56 

1,660  56 

26 

f  681 
641^ 

George  Grundy 

8,000 

do 

60  &  120 

8,266 

29  84 

•8,286  84 

26 

William  Van  Wyck  - 
Ratien  &  Konecke     - 

8,000 

do 

60  &  120 

1,221 

18  81 

1,289  81 

26 

686 

6,000 

do 

60  &  120 

2,442 

86  63 

2,478  68 

Aug.    6 

660 

Henry  Schroeder 

4,000 

do 

60  &  120 

1,628 

24  42 

1,662  42 

6 

664 

William  Taylor 

6,000 

do 

60  &  120 

^     2,085 

80  62 

2,066  62 

6 

696 

Adrian  Valck 

7,000 

do 

60  &  120 

2,849 

42  74 

2,891  74 

6 

718 

Nicholas  Slubey  &  Co. 

9,000 

do 

60  &  120 

8,663 

64  94 

3,717  94 

50,000 

20,860 

286  74 

t20,636  74 

*  Of  which  $1,300  were  pSid  at  the  time  of  sale,  which  is  the  reason  for  the  interest  on  this  appearing  less 
wan  on  the  same  sum,  immediately  above.  f  Total,  and  paid  agreeably  to  the  credit  given. 

BALTQcoai  OrnoB  or  Dis.  and  Ckp.,  Jon.  12, 1798.  DAVID  HARRIS,  CashUr. 
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£. — Statement  of  Balaneei  in  the, several  Ojfieei  of  DUeount  and  Depoeiie, 

Offices  of  Dis- 
oouDt  and  De- 
posited^ 


1798. 
Janiiarj      6 


1792. 
December 


Boston 


New  York 


Baittmore 


Charleston 


•••-W**i^MJ*^WiM*M«*a«- 


Attionnt  of  dnfte  not  yet  -paid 


Received  lor  bills  sold  on  Amsterdam  - 


$106,028  er 

70,875  00 


.   824,784  51 
190,700  78 


Di*afts  nnpaid  -  -  *        -   $60,000  00 

Invested  in  the  Public  Debt     •     50,000  00 


415,485  89 


110,000  00 


Amount  of  drafU  not  yet  paid. 


Amount  of  drafts  not  yet  paid 


55,058  64 
10,000  00 


98,016  85 
68,850  00 


$68,858  67 


805,485  2» 


45,058  64 


89,665  85 


466,818  45 


Treasurt  Dbpahthent,  January  6,  1792. 


AtBXANDER  HAMILTON. 


F.-^^  Statement  showing  the  eurplus  of  the  revenue  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the  Public  Dtht^ 

hythea^of  Congress  of  th^  X^th  ^August,  1790. 


1789. 
August  20 

Sept     29 

1790. 
March   26 

July        1 

1 

22 

August   4 

10 

» 

11 
12 


Nett  amount  of  duties  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage, 
from  the  irst  dxy  of  August,  1788,  to  the  last  day  of 


December,  1790,  inclusively     - 
Amount  oi  moneys  receired  irom  Nathaniel  Oilman,  late 


receiver  of  Continental  taxea 


APPR0PBIATI0N8,  YXEr 

An  act  providing  for  the  expenses  which  may  attend  ne- 
gotiations or  treaties  witn  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  for  managing  the  same 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  present  year 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1790  .  .  .  . 

An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations         ... 

An  act  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  John  McCord  against  the 
United  States  .  .  .  .  . 

An  act  providing  for  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  to  esta- 
blish peace  with  the  Indian  tribes        ... 

An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise      -  -  -   *       - 

An  act  authorising  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  fin- 
ish the  light-house  on  Portlana  head,  in  the  District  of 
Maine   ....... 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers  and  seamen  lately 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  of  certain  other 
persons  ...... 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned 


Surplus  of  the  revenue  on  the  last  day  of  December,  1790 


$80,000  00 
689,000  00 


*754,658  99 

80,000  00 

1,809  71 

20,000  00 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 


648  67 
288,219  97 


$8,181,667  94 
8,885  70 


8,184^898  61 


1.760,887  « 


1,874,656  40 


*  The  amount  of  the  expenses  arising  from,  and  incident  to^  the  sessions  of  CJoDgress^  which  ^f^pI^B1l1t^  is 
the  year  1790,  being  |208,ld7  28,  is  included  in  this  sum. 
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A  itaUmmt  of  the  9um$  iohieh  haiM  been  ajj^pUedto  the  purehaee  <^  the  Public  Debt 

The  amount  heretofore  reported  to  Congress  by  the  Ooromissioners  for  purchasing  the 
Public  Debt,  down  to  the  17th  of  November,  1792,  is,  in  specie       -  -  -       $967,821  66 

Sincie  that  date,  there  has  been  applied  to  the  same  purpose,  through  the  agencj  of 
Samuel  Meredith,  the  sum  of  ...--.-  16,098  11 

And  through  Jonathan  Burrall,  in  New  Tork    ..--••»  50,000  00 

Total  amount  in  specie      •  -  -     1,082,919  76 

TsBAsuBT  Department,  January  16, 1798. 

G. 

A  ttatemettt  ^hawing  the  probable  iurplui  qf  the  revenue  of  the  United  Statee^  for  the  year  1792. 


Nett  product  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  from  the  1st  of 

January  to  the  81st  of  December,  1792,  as  estimated  (a) 
Nett  prodoetB  of  duties  on  home-made  spirits,  as  estimated 


APPBOPRIATIOHa. 

Interest  on  the  Public  Debt  for  the  year  1792  .  .  - 

For  the  support  of  Government  for  the  same  year,  appropriated  by 
the  act  of  the  23d  of  December,  1791  .... 

Toirards  carrying  into  execution  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiersy**  appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  May,  1792 

To  defray  any  expense  incurred  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  appropriated  by  the 
act  of  the  8th  of  May,  1792  -  -  -  - 


Surplus 


$2,849,194  78 
600,000  00 

528,500  00 

50,000  00 


$8,900,000  00 
400,000  00 


4,800,000  00 


4,022,694  78 


277,806  27 


(a)  This  sum  is  estimated  by  adding  to  the  ascertained  product  of  the  year  1791,  an  ascertained 
excess  of  product  of  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  1792,  beyond  the  product  of  the  first  two  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1791,  being  $252,319  11,  and  the  estimated  product  for  a  half  year,  of  the  additional 
duties  on  imports,  laid  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July  last, 
being  $261,750.  According  to  the  information  hitherto  received  at  the'  Treasury,  there  is  every  pro- 
bability that  the  amount  of  the  duties  for  the  last  half  year  of  1792,  will  fully  equal  this  calculation  of 
their  product,  if  in  the  ratio  of  the  first  half  year,  will  exceed  it 

TiXAStBT  Department,  Januoflry  16, 1798. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 


LOANS. 


[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  Fe> 

bruary  4,  1788.] 

Ix  THB  HOUBI  or  RBPanKNTATIVKS,  IT.  S. 

ITec&iefday,  Jcmuary,  28, 1798. 

Retoltied,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  copies 
of  the  authorities  under  which  Loans  have  been  nego- 
tiated, pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  An- 
5p8t,  1790,  together  with  copies  of  the  authorities 
ireciing  the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed. 
Buolffed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  oause  this  House  to  be  furnished  with  the 
namei  of  the  persons  by  whom  and  to  whom  the  re- 
spective paymeots  of  the  French  Debt  have  been  made 


in  France,  pursuant  to  the  act  for  that  purpose ;  specie 
fying  the  dates  of  the  respective  drafts  upon  the  Com- 
miraioners  in  Holland,  and  the  dates  of  tne  respective 
payments  of  the  Debt :  A  similar  statement  is  request- 
ed respecting  the  Debts  to  Spain  and  Holland. 

Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  an  account,  exiiibiting, 
half-monthly,  the  balances  between  the  United  StatM 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  including  the  seve- 
ral Branch  Banks,  from  the  commencement  of  those 
institutions  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of  all 
moneys  which  may  have  come  into  the  Sinking  Fund, 
from  the  conunencement  of  that  Institution  to  the  pre- 
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lent  time ;  specifying  the  particular  fund  from  which 
they  hare  accrued,  andezhioiting,  half-yearly,  the  sums 
uninvested,  and  where  deposited. 

^jRetolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  the  balance  of  aU  unap- 
plied revenues  ai  the  end  of  the  year  1792 ;  specifying 
whether  in  money  or  bonds^  and  noting  where  the  mo- 
ney is  deposited:  That  he  also  make  report  of  all  un- 
applied moneys  which  may  have  been  obtained  by  the 
several  loans  authorized  hy  law,  and  where  such  mo- 
neys are  now  deposited. 

Report  of  the  SsoaxTABT  or  thi  Tbkaauet,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  foregoing  resolutions : 

TusASumr  Dbpabtmsiit,  Feb.  4, 1798. 

Sir  :  I  have  lost  no  time  in  preparing,  as  far  as 
has  been  practicable,  consistently  with  the  course 
of  fiusts,  the  several  statements  required  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
28d  of  last  month ;  and  I  have  concluded  to  add 
to  them  such  further  statements  as  appeared  to  me 
necessary  to  convey  fully  the  information  which 
is  understood  to  be  the  object  of  those  resolutions. 
It  was  my  first  intention  to  submit  these  state- 
ments collectively,  with  such  ezplanatoir  remarks 
as  the  occasion  might  demand;  but  finding  on 
experiment,  from  the  extent  and  variety  of  the 
matter  involved  in  the  resolutions,  that  more  time 
will  be  requisite  for  a  full  development  of  it  than 
I  had  anticipated,  considerations  of  weight  in  my 
mind  have  determined  me  to  present  the  different 
parts  of  the  subject  successively.  Among  other 
advantages  incident  to  this  course  of  proceeding, 
will  be  that  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  give  a 
more  accurate  and  mature  view  of  the  entire  sub- 
ject, without  too  great  a  dereliction  of  the  current 
business  of  the  Department  In  executing  the 
task  I  propose  to  myself,  I  shall  rely  on  the  mdul- 
gence  of  the  House  to  a  latitude  of  observation, 
corresponding  with  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case. 

The  resolutions  to  which  I  am  to  answer,  were 
not  moved  without  a  pretty  copious  display  of  the 
reasons  on  which  they  were  founded.  These  rea- 
sons are  before  the  public,  through  the  channel  of 
the  press.  They  are  of  a  nature  to  excite  atten- 
tion, to  beget  uarm,  to  inspire  doubts.  Deduc- 
tions of  a  very  extraordinary  complexion  may, 
without  forcing  the  sense,  be  arawn  from  them. 

I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  mo  to  meet  the  sug- 
gestions which  have  been  thrown  out  with  de- 
cision and  explidtnesa.  And  while  I  hope  I  shall 
let  fall  nothing  inconsistent  with  that  cordial  and 
unqualified  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  House  of 
Representatives,  while  I  acquiesce  in  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  motives  that  induced  on  their  part 
the  giving  a  prompt  and  free  course  to  the  inves- 
tigation proposed,  I  cannot  but  resolve  to  treat  the 
subject  with  a  freedom  which  is  due  to  truth  and 
to  the  consciousness  of  a  pure  zeal  for  the  public 
interest 

I  begin  with  the  last  of  the  four  resolutions,  be- 
cause it  is  that  which  seeks  information  relating 
to  the  most  delicate  and  important  of  the  sugges- 
tions that  have  been  hazarded. 


Here,  however,  I  have  to  regret  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  a  strict  compliance  with  the  tenns 
of  the  resolution.  The  practicability  of  snch  a 
compliance  would  suppose  nothing  less  than  that, 
since  the  last  day  of  December,  1792,  all  the  ac- 
counts of  all  the  Collectors  of  the  Costoms,  and 
other  officers  of  the  revenue  throughout  the  wbok 
extent  of  the  United  States,  could  be  digested, 
made  up,  and  forwarded  to  the  Treasury — eoM 
be  examined  there,  settled,  and  carried  into  the 
public  books  under  their  proper  heads.  In  a  word, 
that  all  the  accounts  of  the  revenues,  receipts,  and 
expenditures  of  this  extensive  countiy,  eould  have 
passed  through  a  complete  exhibition,  examina- 
tion, and  adjustment  within  the  short  period  of 
twenty-three  days. 

It  was  made  (as  I  presume  from  the  resalt) 
satisfactorily  to  appear  to  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who  woie  cbarged 
during  the  last  session  with  framing  a  directioii  to 
the  Treasury  for  bringing  forward  an  annual  ac- 
count of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  that  Hat 
course  of  public  business  would  not  admit  of  the 
rendering  of  such  an  account  in  less  than  Dine 
months  after  the  expiration  of  each  year;  in  con- 
formity to  which  idea,  their  report  was  fonned 
and  an  order  of  the  House  established. 

I  need  do  nothing  more,  to  evince  the  imprKd- 
cability  of  an  exact  compliance  with  the  resolu- 
tion in  question,  than  to  observe,  that  it  is  era 
more  comprehensive  (though  with  less  detaO)  thai 
the  order  of  the  House  to  which  I  have  aUnded 
To  evince,  nevertheless,  my  readiness  to  do  all  ia 
my  power  towards  fulfilling  the  views  of  the 
House,  and  throwing  light  upon  the  transactioDS 
of  the  Department,  I  shall  now  offer  to  their  ia- 
spection  sundry  statements,  marked  A,  A  B,*B,C, 
D,  E,  F,  which  contain,  as  fkr  as  is  at  this  time  pos- 
sible, the  information  desired,  and  with  soffideat 
certainty  and  accuracy  to  afford  satis&ctioD  on  the 
points  of  inquiry  involved  in  the  resolution. 

The  statement  A  shows  in  abstract  the  whole 
of  the  receipts  into,  and  expenditures  from,  the 
Treasury,  commencing  with  the  first  of  January, 
and  ending  with  the  last  of  December,  1792,  cor 
responding  with  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer. 
These  accounts  have  been  regularly  settled  op  to 
the  end  of  September,  and  copies  nave  been  laid 
before  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  The  accorat 
for  the  quarter  terminating  with  the  year  has  do( 
yet  passed  through  the  forms  of  setUement,  hot  is 
under  examination,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  settkd 
as  it  stands — the  manner  of  conducting  the  bnsh 
ness,  and  the  usual  care  and  accuracy  of  the  officer 
concerned,  leaving  very  littie  room  to  apprehend 
misstatement  or  error.  A  copy  of  this  acooont  is 
herewith  submitted  in  the  schedule  marked  C. 

This  statement  takes  up  the  balance  of  the  gen- 
eral account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1791,  as  reporte^l  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  within  the  first  week  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  continuing  it  down  to  the  end  of 
1792,  shows  a  balance  then  in  the  Treasury  of 
1788,444  61. 

•  Fw  thia  ititomaDt,  Mt  ante  pift  UtL 
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The  statement  B  is  a  more  comprehennTe  docu- 
Qent  It  is  a  general  account  of  income  and  Ex- 
lenditure.  It  shows  not  merely  the  actual  re- 
eipts  of  money  into  the  Treasury,  but  the  whole 
mount  of  the  national  revenues  from  the  com- 
aencement  of  the  present  Qovemment  to  the  con- 
tlttsion  of  the  year  1792,  as  well  outstanding  as 
ollected — ^the  prsceeds  of  Domestic  Loans — the 
Fhole  amount  of  the  sums  which  have  been  drawn 
oto  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  Foreign 
leans — ^and  all  other  moneys,  from  whatever 
oorce,  which  have  accrued  within  the  period  em- 
inced  by  the  statement 

These  items  form  the  debit  side  of  the  account, 
mounting  to  $17,879,826  88. 

The  credit  side  consists  of  two  items.  Sirst, 
he  whole  amount  of  the  actual  expenditures  to  the 
nd  of  the  year  1791,  as  stated  in  the  general  ac- 
ount  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  before  referred 
0.  Second,  tiie  whole  amount  of  the  ^  actual  ex- 
penditures daring  the  year  1792,  as  specified 
;enerally  in  the  statement  A,  and  particularly  in 
he  several  quarterly  accounts  of  the  Treasurer, 
amounting  to  $12,765,128  88. 

The  balance  of  this  account  of  Income  and  £x- 
)enditure  «s,  consequently,  $6,114,696  60 ;  which 
^rresponds  with  the  excess  of  the  public  income 
including  the  proceeds  of  Loans  foreign  and  do- 
nestic)  beyond  the  actual  expenditure,  or,  more 
)roperly  speaking,  disbursement  to  the  end  of 
he  year  1792.  This  of  course  is  exclusive  of 
hose  parts  of  the  proceeds  of  Foreign  Loans  which 
u?e  been  left  in  Europe  to  be  applied  there ;  the 
imount,  application,  and  balance  of  which  are  ex- 
libited,  as  far  as  they  are  known  at  the  Treasury, 
in  the  statement  lio.  1  of  my  late  Report  on 
foreign  Loans. 

This  balance,  as  noted  in  the  statement  B,  is 
imposed  of  the  following  particulars : 

L  Cash  in  the  Treasury,  per  state- 
ment A  ....     $788,444  61 

[L  Cash  ui  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stotes,  and  the  ofiBces  of  Dis- 
count and  Depesite  of  New 
York  and  Baltimore,  not  yet 
passed  to  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer,  per  statement  A  B»       606,888  08 

\SL  Proceeds  of  Amsterdam  bills 
remaining  in  deposite  in  the 
Bank  of  North  America,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  $166,696  66 
cents  advanced  by  the  Bank 
without  interest,  which  is  cre- 
dited in  the  general  account  of 
Receipts  and  Expenditures, 
statement  A  -        -        -        -       177,998  80 

iV.  Proceeds  of  Amsterdam    bills 

sold,  hU  not  yet  received        -       614,698  02 

V.  Cash  in  hands  of  Collectors  of 

Customs,  per  abstract  D  -       161,861  26 

yi-  Bonds  unpaid  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1792,  on  account  of  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  falling 
due  between  that  time  and 
^y,  17^4,  per  abstract  E      -    2,442,069  16 


YIL  Uncollected  residue  of  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  per  abstract  F, 


841,067  19 


Total 


-  $6,116,897  00 


This  aggregate  somewhat  exceeds  the  balance 
of  the  account ;  but,  in  a  case  where  estimates  must 
necessarily  supply  the  deficiency  of  ascertained  re- 
sults, differences  of  this  nature  are  of  course.  It 
is,  at  the  same  time,  satisftu^ry  to  observe  that 
the  estimates  which  have  been  heretofore  commu- 
nicated are  proved,  by  the  official  documents  al- 
ready received,  to  have  been  essentially  correct 

It  will  no  doubt  readily  occur  to  the  House  that 
a  very  small  part  of  the  excess,  which  has  been 
stated,  is  a  real  surplus  of  income.  There  remain 
to  be  satisfied  numerous  objects  of  expenditure 
charged  upon  the  fund  by  the  appropriations  which 
have  been  made,  that  cannot  fkil  ultimately  to  ex- 
haust it,  probably  within  four  or  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars ;  which  will  be  embraced  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  year  1798.  A  fur- 
ther explanation  on  this  point  is  reserved  for 
future  communication. 

A  due  comprehension  of  the  statements  now 
presented,  must  obviate  every  idea  of  a  balance 
unaccounted  for,  in  whatever  sense  the  allegation 
may  have  been  intended  to  be  made. 

if  there  was  before  any  obscurity  on  the  subject, 
it  was  certainly  not  the  fault  of  tnia  Department. 
Till  the  last  resolutions,  no  call  has  been  made 
upon  it  which  rendered  it  proper  to  exhibit  a  gen- 
end  view  of  the  public  moneys  and  funds,  or  to 
show  the  amount  and  situation  of  such  as  were 
unapplied.  Particular  calls  for  particular  obfeets 
were  made,  which,  as  I  conceive,  were  complied 
with;  but  they  were  not  comprehensiye  enough 
to  embrace  a  disclosure  of  that  nature*  It  could 
not,  therefore,  with  propriety  have  been  alleged 
that  there  was  a  balance  unaccounted  for.  To  in- 
fer it  fh>m  documents,  which  contained  only  r 
part  of  the  necessary  information,  was  not  Justi- 
fiable, nor  could  it  otherwise  happen  than  that 
conclusions  wholly  erroneous  would  be  the  con- 
sequences of  taking  such  imperfect  data  for  guides. 

It  may  be  of  use,  by  way  of  elucidation,  to  point 
out  some  of  the  most  palpable  features  of  the 
error  which  has  been  entertained. 

The  foIk>wing  items  are  stated  as  the  basis  of  the 
supposed  deficiency : 

Residue  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Forei^  bills  sup- 
posed to  be  unapplied,  (after  deducting  the  sums 
furnished  for  St  Domingo,  and  the  amount  of 
the  Debt  to  Foreign  officers)  -  $1,668,190 

Surplus  of  Sinking  Fund,  meaning,  I 
presume,  that  part  of  the  surplus  of 
the  revenue  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1790,  which  had  not  been  applied  in 
purchases 400,000 

Surplus  of  revenue  of  the  year  1792 
as  reported 277,886 

Total $2,846,676 
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Deduct  in  Bank,  miMning,  I  presume, 
the  balance  of  the  Treasurer'a  cask 
ateount         .       .       -       .       . 


790,642 


Balance  unaceounted  for         -  $1,554,988 


It  appears  in  the  first  place  to  hare  been  over- 
looked, that  in  statement  No.  8,  of  mj  late  Report 
eoneeming  Foreign  Loans,  mention  is  made  that, 
OR  tlie  dd  of  Janoarj,  there  remained  to  be  reteiyed 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  bills  $689,182  02 ; 
consequently  that  sum  could  not  be  considered  as 
in  the  Treasury,  and  ought  to  be  deducted  from 
the  supposed  deficiency. 

Among  the  ofSctal  papers  which  it  is  intimated 
irere  consulted,  was  an  originai  aeooinnt,  rendered 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  the  sales  of 
ijnsterdam  bills,  sfaowmg  a  sum  of  $605,888  08,  as 
bsTing  been  received  by  the  Bank  and  two  of  its 
offioes  of  Discount  and  Deposits,  for  the  proceeds 
of  those  blllsL  Had  the  document  been  nnderstood, 
it  would  have  been  known  that  this  sum  was  in 
Bank,  over  and  above  the  balanoe  of  the  Treasurer's 
cash  account ;  and  this,  also,  would  have  served  to 
account  for  a  large  part  of  the  supposed  deficiency, 
namely,  $605,888  08.  The  course  of  this  trans- 
action  will  be  hereafter  explained. 

But  mmong  the  misconceptions  which  have  ob« 
tained,  what  relates  to  the  surplus  of  revenue  of 
the  year  1792  is  not  the  least  striking.  The*  laws 
inform  (and  consequently  no  information  on  that 
point  from  this  Department  could  have  been  ne- 
cessary) that  credits  are  allowed  upon  the  duties 
en  imports  of  four,  six,  nine,  twelve  months,  and 
in  some  cases  of  two  years  Reason  dictates,'  that 
ft  surplus  in  such  ease  mint  be  considered  as  post- 
poned in  the  colleetiott  or  receipt  till  all  the  ap- 
propriations upon  the  fond-have  been  ficst  satisfied. 
The  account  of  Reocnpts  and  Expenditures  to  the 
end  of  1791,  in  possession  of  the  House,  shows  that 
at  tiiat  time  no  less  a  sum  than  $1,828,289  28  of 
tho  antecedent  duties  were  outstanding  in  bonds. 
How,  then,  could  it  have  happened  that  the  sur- 
plus of  1792  was  sought  for  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
very  instant  of  the  expiration  of  the  year  ?  I  for- 
bear to  attempt  to  trace  the  source  of  a  mistake  so 
extraordinary. 

Let  me,  however,  add  that  of  the  surplus  in 
question,  $172,^84  82,  are  not  payable  till  April 
and  May,  1794,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  abstract  E. 

Thus  luve  I  not  only  fiimished  a  Just  and  affirm- 
ative view  of  the  real  situation  of  the  public  ac- 
count, but  have  likewise  shown,  I  trust  in  a  con- 
spicuous manner,  fallacies  enough  in  the  statement, 
from  which  the  inference  of  an  unaccounted  for 
balance  is  drawn,  to  evince  that  it  is  one  tissue  of 
error.  In  this  I  might  have  gone  still  further, 
there  being  scarcely  a  step  of  the  whole  process 
which  is  not  liable  to  the  imputation  of  misappre- 
hension. But  I  wish  not  unnecessarily  to  weary 
the  patience  of  the  House. 

Another  drcumstanoe  to  which  importance  has 
been  given,  and  which  was  noticed  in  connexion 
with  the  suggestion  last  discussed,  is  a  disagree- 
ment between  a  memorandum  in  the  Treasurer's 
Bank  Book  and  the  statement  reported  by  me,  of 


the  amount  of  bills  drawn  at  the  Treaanry  upon 
the  Foreign  Fund.  A  disagreement  no  doubt 
exists,  and  to  the  extent  of  6,760,138  flotins  or 
guilders. 

But  the  following  drcumstances  oootain  the  so- 
fution  df  this  disquieting  appearence. 

There  will  be  found  in  the  statement  A  two 
several  credits,  each  for  $2,000,000,  as  for  mooejs 
received  into  the  Treasury,  with  correspondii^ 
debits  of  equal  sums  as  for  mone3rs  paid  out  of  the 
lYewny.  But  neither  the  one  nor  the  ether  i£d 
in  reality  take  place.  The  whole  is  a  mere  ope- 
ration to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  the  devenlJi 
section  of  the  **  Act  to  incorporate  the  sabscrfben  td 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  witho>Qt  an  iaooa- 
venient  and  unnecessary  displacement  of  fonds. 

That  section  authorises  a  subscription  to  tin 
stock  of  the  Bank,  on  account  of  the  Govemmoit, 
not- exceeding  in  amount  $2,000,000,  and  providet 
for  the  payment  of  it  out  of  tiie  mon^a  which 
should  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  eitfai»'  of  the  aeti 
of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790— the  fint 
making  provision'  for  the  Public  Debt,  the  last  for 
reducing  it;  enjoining,  at  the  same  time,  that  a 
Loan  should  be  made  of  the  Bank  to  an  eqnl 
amount^  to  replace  the  moneys  which  were  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  subscription. 

It  is  evident  that  nothing  could  have  be»i  more 
useless  (at  the  same  time  tiiat  it  would  have  beca 
attended  with  obvioas  disadvantages  to  the  Go. 
vemment)  than  actually  to  draw  from  Europe, 
out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  there,  the  eom  neo(6> 
sary  for  the  payment  of  the  snbscriptioa  to  the 
Bank,  and  again  to  lemit  out  of  the  Loan  which 
was  to  be  obtained  of  the  Bank  a  suflldent  sum  to 
replace  such  moneys,  or  such  part  of  them  as  mtj 
have  been  destined  for  the  Foreign  object    Los 
upon  exchange  in  consequence  of  overstocking  of 
the  market  with  bills — ^loss  in  interest  by  the  de- 
lays incident  to  the  operation,  and  which  woold 
necessarily  have  suspended  the  useful  employment 
of  the  fun^  for  a  considerable  time — these  are 
some  of  the  disadvantages  to  the  Qovemmeot   To 
the  Bank  alone  could  any  benefit  have  aocrued, 
which  would  have  l>een  in  proportion  to  the  deitj 
in  restoring  or  applying  the  ftind  to  its  primitbe 
destination.    Such  an  operation,  therefore,  eoaM 
only  have  been  iustified  by  an  indispositioii  oo  the 
part  of  the  Bank  to  facilitate  the  principal  obyec^ 
without  the  intervention  of  actual  payment    Bat 
no  such  disposition  existed.    On  this,  as  on  eveiy 
other  occasion,  a  temper  libml  towards  the  Go- 
vernment has  characterized  the  conduct  of  the 
directors  of  that  institution. 

It  was  accor^ngly  proposed  by  me,  and  agreed 
to  bv'them,  that  the  o^ect  to  be  acoomplisfaed 
should  be  carried  into  effect  by  a  merely  ibroi! 
arrangement  In  this,  however,  it  was  necenvy 
to  consult  the  injunctions  of  law,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution  of  the  T^reasury  Depute 
ment 

These  points,  then,  were  to  be  effected— a  ptj- 
ment  of  the  subscription  money,  to  vest  the  Go- 
vernment with  the  property  of  the  stock ;  posses- 
sion of  the  means  of  paying  it,  whicfa  were  to  be 
derived  from  the  Foreign  Fund,  and  of  coone 
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re  first  to  be  In  the  Treftsory  before  oajment 
aid  be  made ;  the  replacing  what  should  be  taken 
m  that  fund  bj  a  Loan  of  the  Bank. 
The  following  plan  for  these  pnrpoMs  wu  de- 
wd  and  executed  by  previoos  concert : 
The  Treasurer  drew  biMs  upon  onr  Commis- 
mers  in  Amsterdam  for  the  sums  requisite  to 
mplete  the  payment  on  acconnt  of  the  subscrip- 
»n.  These  bills  were  purchased  by  the  Bank, 
d  warrants  in  ikTof  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
ink  served  to  place  the  proceed^  in  the  Treasury, 
'arranU  alterwards  issued  upon  the  Treasurer, 
&Tor  of  the  Bank,  for  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
ription  money,  which  was  receipted  for  on  the 
urt  of  the  Bank  as  paid.  Other  warrants  then 
med  in  taror  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the  Btok, 
r  equal  sums,  as  upon  account  of  a  Loan'  to  the 
oremment ;  which  warrants  were  satisfied  by  a 
Hlelivery  to  the  Tk-easurer  of  the  bQls  that  had 
^n  drawn  upon  the  Commissioners.  In  the  last 
lace,  warrants  were  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer  to 
iplace  the  moneys,  supposed  by  the  arran^ment 
)  be  drawn  from  the  Foreign  fund,  which  perfected 
M  operation.  But,  fi*om  the  detoil  which  has 
een  given,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  fket  no  moneys 
^ere  either  withdrawn  fi*om-  or  returned  to  that 
and.  The  bills  were  eanoelled,  annexed  to  the 
nuTints,  and  are  lodged'  in  the  Thwury  as 
ouchers  of  the  transaction. 

These  bills  were  for  two  separate  sums,  each 
1,475,000  guilders^  eoual  to  $1,000,000;  the  pay- 
Dent  having  been  divided  into  two  parts,  upon 
«rtaia  equitable  considerations,  relative  to  the 
(ividend  of  the  first  half  year. 

This  transaction  explainr  4,950,000  gidlden,  of 
he  sum  which  forms  the  disagreement  between 
he  memorandum  in  the  Treasurer's  Bank  Book 
ind  the  statement  reported  by  me. 

The  residue  is  thus  explained.  The  sum  of 
1,287,500  guilders,  directed  to  be  drawn  for  on  the 
^Oth  of  November,  was  directed  to  be  comprised 
n  one  or  more  bills,  as  the  Bank  should  desire.  It 
ins  at  first  phu^  in  one  bill;  but  this  bill  was 


aftefward  returned,  with  a  request  that  it  might 
be  converted  into  smaller  sums.  The  bill  returned 
was  cancelled,  and  in  lieu  of  it  there  had  been  fur- 
nished, prior  fo  the  first  of  January  of  the  present 
year,  984,600  guilders— the  balance,  808^000,  then 
remaining  to  be  ftimished.  The  sum  of  984,500 
guilders  consequently  appears  twice  in  the  me- 
morandum. 

These  two  sunls  of  4,690,00a  and  984,600  gufl- 
ders,  exceed  the  difference  in  question  by  124,862 
guilders. 

The  Treasurer  informs  tne  that  there  are  two 
bills  not  included  in  the  memorandum ;  one  for 
128,750,  and  the  other  for  612  guilders,  which 
make  up  the  above  mentioned  excess.  The  former 
of  these  t#o  bills  was  furrtish^d  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  for  liie  purpose  contemplated  by  the  8d 
section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  entiUed  '*  An 
act  making  certdn  appropriations  therein  spe- 
cified." 

b  it  tioi  truly  matter  of  regret,  that  so  formal 
an  explanation  on  such  a  point  should  have  been 
made  requisite?  Could  no  personal  inquiry  of 
either  of  the  officers  concerned  have  superseded 
the  necterity  of  publicly  calling  the  attenti(m  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  an  appearance,  in 
truth,  so  Uttle  significantt  Was  it  seriously  sup- 
posable  that  there  could  be  any  real  difficulty  in 
explaining  that  appearance,  when  the  very  dis- 
closure of  it  proceeded  ftom  a  voluntary  act  of  the 
Head  of  this  Department  t 

With  perfoct  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be» 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Seentory  of  the  Treatu/y* 

The  Hon.  the  Spiaksb 

qf  the  E<m»e  qf  SsprtuntatiMS. 

[P.  S.  Another  statement  of  Income  and  Expen- 
diture having  been  made,  which  presents  the  sub- 
ject under  another  aspect,  but  agreeine  in  the  result 
with  the  statement  B,  is  also  herewith  submitted, 
marked  Ba.] 


A. 


Otnmil  aeeount  of  BeeeipU  and  SxpenMtura  <if  PMie  Moneyt^  eommeneing  the  Ut  of  Jjamuary^ 

1792,  <mi  ending  the  SUt  qfl>eeember,  1792. 


1792, 

September 


80 


Becemb 


er 


81 


Db. 

To  the  amount  of  expenditures  from  the  Ist  of  January  to  the 
80th  of  September,  1792,  agreeably  to  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
counts, setUed  at  the  Treasury,  copies  of  which  have  been 
by  him  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz : 
In  the  quarter  ending  the  8l8t  of  March,  1792  .  .  • 

'''In  the  quarter  ending  the  dOth  of  June,  1792 
'*'Iii  the  quarter  endrag  the  80th  of  September,  1792     • 
To  the  amount  of  expenditures  from  tlie  Ist  of  October  to  the 
8l8t  of  December,  1792,  agreeably  to  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
counts rendered  for  settlement  -  - '         - 
Balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 


$1,191,909  88 
8,552,480  25 
2,972,759  81 


1^050.592  61 
788,444  51 

i^i^—  I     II    III 

$9,761,186  66 
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1792. 
Janaarjr  1 

December        81 


Ob. 

By  balance  in  the  Treasury,  agreeably  to  the  general  statement 
of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791     - 

By  amount  of  moneys  received  into  the  Treasury  from  the  first 
day  of  January,  1792,  to  this  date,  viz  i. 

For  balances  due  by  sundry  persons  on  moneys  advanced  to 
them  under  the  present  Qovemment     '         -  -  - 

For  balances  due  by  sundry  persons  on  accounts  which  origi- 
nated under  the  late  Government      .... 

For  arms  and  accoutrements  sold  to  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, out  of  the  public  stores,  by  direction  of  the  President    - 

For  amount  received  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 

For  amount  received  on  account  of  a  Loan  of  $523,500,  made  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed 
on  the  2d  of  Hay,  1792         -  -  -  -    v      - 

For  amount  of  a  Loan  made  by  the  Bank  of  North  America^ 
without  interest,  for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  War 

For  amount  received  on  account  of  proceeds  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  on  the  Commissioners  in 
Amsterdam   ----.-- 

For  the  value  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  on 
the  Commissioners  in  Amsterdam,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing a  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  an  act  passed  February  25,  1791 

For  amount  of  a  Loan  obtained  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  agreeably  to  the  last  mentioned  act  -  - 

For  the  excess  of  the  first  half  yearly  dividend  on  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  held  by  the  United 
States,  beyond  the  interest  payable  to  the  Bank 

For  amount  received  from  sundry  supervisors,  on  account  of 
duties  on  distilled  spirits 

For  amount  received  from  the  Collectors  of  the  CustomS|  on  ac- 
count of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage         ... 


$973,905  rs 

5,6i9  8S 

4,703  8i 

4,240  00 
118  00 

400,0(»(iO 
156,595  5i 

545,902  09 

2,000,000  Od 
2,000,000  (^ 

208,942  SI 
8,448,070  S5 


$9,751,136  M 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Begi^. 
TsBASVBT  Depabtkent,  BegUter's  Office^  January  28,  1793. 

*  In  the  expenditures  for  the  quarter  ending  Jane  80,  and  September  80, 1792,  are  ioduded  warrants  to  tin 
amount  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  which  are  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  sabscription  of  fire  thoosaod 
shares  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  cover  the  Loan  obtained  in  ooaseqoeott 
thereof;  two  mdlioos  of  dollars  being  drawn  to  elFect  the  subscription,  and  two  millions  for  the  amount  of  tk 
IxMui ;  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  on  which  these  transactions  were  predicated,  hare  bea 
cancelled  at  the  Treasuzy. 


R — Oenerdl  account  of  Income  and  Expenditure, 


jDb. 

To  nett  amount  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  of  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures, as  per  account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1791,  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  10th  November  1792 

To  amount  of  moneys  which  came  into  the  Treasury  to  the  same  end  of  the  year 
1791^  from  other  sources  than  the  general  revenues,  as  per  the  same  account  of 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  yiz : 

Total  of  Receipts $4,771,842  43 

Deduct  this  sum,  receired  for  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  being 
included  in  the  nett  amount  aboTe  charged  -  -  4,899,472  99 


$6,534,263  U 


871,869  ii 
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Dr. — ^ContinuecL 

>  product  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  for  a  half  year, 
ending  the  Slst  December,  1791    ...--.. 

>  product  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  for  the  year  1792,  as  estimated 

0  product  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  for  the  same 
period,  as  estimated  ........ 

t>  amount  of  moneys  which  came  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1792,  from 
other  sources  than  the  general  revenues,  as  per  general  account  of  Receipts  and 
Expenditures,  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A,  viz : 

otal  receipts,  (including  the  balance  in  cash  at  the  end  of  1791,)  as  credited  in 
said  account  .......  99,761,136  66 

educt  this  sum,  which  was  the  balance  In  the  Treasniy  at  the  end 
of  1791,  the  same  being  included  in  the  above  totals  of  revenues 
and  receipts  for  the  same  period    ...    $978,906  76 
bis  sum,  received  of  supervisors  of  the  revenue  on 
account  of  duUes  on  distilled  spirits,  being  included 
in  the  total  products  above  charged 
•educt  this  sum,  received  from  Collectors  of  the 
Customs,  on  account  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, being  also  included  in  the  total  above  charged    3,443,070  86 

.      4,626,919  41 


*o  proceeds  of  bills  drawn  and  disposed  of  upon  our  Commissioners 
in  Holland,  on  account  of  Foreign  Loans,  as  per  statement  No.  3, 
reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  3d  instant,  viz : 

2,304,769  13 

!*<>  which  add,  for  an  error  in  stating  the  amonnt  of 
interest  which  arose  on  the  credit  allowed  to  pur- 
chasers of  bills,  by  the  Banks  of  North  America 
and  New  York       -  .  -  .  - 


208,942  81 


1,000  00 


2,306,769  13 


>edoet  this  sum,  included  in  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1791,  as  per  account  of  Receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  10th  Novem- 
ber, 1792    -  -  -  -  -  -      361,391  34 

)educt  also  this  sum,  included  in  the  receipts  during 
the  year  1792,  per  general  account  of  Receipts 
and  Expenditures  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A       646,902  89 


907,294  23 


Cr. 

Sy  amount  of  expenditures  to  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  as  per  account  of  Receipts 
and  Expenditures  to  the  end  of  that  year,  reported  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives the  10th  of  November,  1792  -  -----. 

By  amount  of  expenditures  during  the  year  1792,  as  per  ^feneral  account  of  Re- 
ceipts and  Expenditures  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A,  viz : 

Total  debit  side  of  said  account         ....  -  $9,761,136  66 

Deduct  cash  on  hand  ......        783,444  61 

Balance,  being  the  excess  of  income  beyond  the  expenditure,  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1792    .--------- 


160,000  00 
3,900,000  00 

400,000  00 


6,126^117    16 


1,398,474  90 
•17,879,826  33 


•3,797,436  78 


8,967,692  06 

6,114,696  60 

•17,879,826  33 
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7%e  foregoing  baUnce  U  composed  uB/oUotM : 

1.  Of  cash  in  the  Treatair,  m  per  geDeral  aoooant  of  Receipts  and  Expendltaree,  marked  A      -    |78S,444  SI 

2.  Of  caah  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,.aBd  the  Offices  of  Discount  and  Beposite  of  New 

York  and  Baltimore,  per  account  rendered  by  the  Bank  herewith,  marked  A  6        -  -      €05,883  Oe 

t.  Of  the  proceeds  of  bills  on  Amsterdam,  remaining  in  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
indaoing  the  sum  of  $160,696  66,  loaned  without  interest,  which  Loan  is  credited  in  the 
general  account  of  Receipts  and  ^penditures  .....  .      177,996  60 

4.  Of  the  proceeds  of  bills  on  Amsterdano^  not  yet  reoetyed         .....      614,593  Q! 

6.  Uncollected  residue  of  duties  oo  spiriu  distilled  within  the  ITnited  States  m: 

Total,  as  esdmated    ........      $660,000  00 

Deduct  sums  received  into  the  TVeasurj,  and  credited  io  aoooniil  of  Reeeipto 

and  Szpeoditures,  marked  A        • S08,MS  81 

-      841,087  11 

e.  Cash  m  hand^  of  Collectors  of  Customs^  per  absiraet  of  weekly  reioms  «       161,851  U 

7.  Bonds  unpaid  at  the  end  of  the  year  1702,  on  account  of  duties  on  importa  and  tonnage^  and 

falling  due  between  that  time  and  Ma^,  1794  -        .  •  -  -  -    M43»0I9  ;i 

$5.116,897  ue 
NOTIS.  

PlaeeiofdepoeileoftheeAommefUiomdeaaK,yo$,lmidt. 
1.  Cash,  being  balance  of  Treasurer's  account : 

Bank  of  United  States,  PbUadelf^ia $109,169  46 

Bank  of  North  America,        do     -  ,  • 

Bank  of  New  York,  New  Tork     * 
Bank  of  Providence,  Providence  ... 
Office  of  Discount  and  Depositee  Boston  - 

Do  do  New  York 

Do  do  Baltimore 

Do  do  Charleston 

In  hands  of  Treasurer      .... 
i.  Cash  on  account  of  Foreign  bills : 

Bank  of  United  SUtea,  Philadelphia 
Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  New  York 
Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Baltimbre 


61,601  80 

69,019  08 

28,167  87 

164,860  67 

224,734  61 

78.668,64 

62,016  88 

282  14 

889,848  88 

196,898  98 

20,686  74 


788,444  5! 


605.88SC^ 


$l,889,3n  a 


his  sum  $166,696  66  are  considered  as  in  deposite,  by  way  of  counterbalance  io  an  advaocemsdebr 
for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  War,  for  tne  purposes  of  the  act  passed  the  8d  of  March,  1791  '.J 


8.  Of  this 
the  Bank 

raising^  and  adding  another  regiment  to  the  Military  EstaClisfiment  of  the  United  States,  and  for  making  fiu^ 
provision  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers.  It  has  remained  without  final  adjustment,  from  a  doubt  wbetks 
the  funds,  upon  which  the  appropriations  which  comprehend  the  surplus  of  duties  to  the  end  of  K91  v^ 
bottomed,  are  fully  sufficient  A  sum  of  about  $60,000  must  depend  on  tHe  existence  of  certain  surpIuMe«ii(>i 
antecedent  appropriations,  which  it  is  believed  will  not  require  toe  full  sums  appropriated ;  bat  the  purposex^ 
those  appropriations  not  being  yet  finally  satisfied,  the  real  state  of  the  business  is  not  yet  oompletelj  vas- 
tained.  An  example  ef  this  exists  in  the  case  of  a  sum  of  $40,000,  appropriated  for  pay  ins  off  certain  epnc 
claims  on  the  Quartermaster*s  Department,  incurred  during  the  late  war.  It  is  known  Uiat  further  eliia« 
exist,  but  not  to  what  extent  There  are  several  other  cases  attended  with  similar  uncertainty.  A  recent  a- 
amination  leaves  some  doubt  whether  warrants  can  yet  safely  issue  to  wind  up  the  transaction. 

6.  Whether  the  sum  here  stated  as  outstanding  be  correct,  must  in  a  degree  depend  on  the  accuracy  o(t^ 
estimated  product  of  the  duties.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  product,  as  carried  into  the  statement,  iri»ongi» 
ally  fixed  oy  estimation ;  and  even  now  the  materials  in  possession  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  a  braodioff*' 
venue,  for  niown  reasons  not  vet  reduced  to  perfect  order,  are  unavoidably  imperfect,  and  liaUe  to  loaue^ 
The  estimate  may  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  realitjr,  and  proportionally  aiSect  the  outstanding  balance.  ^ 
however  this  may  turn  out,  it  cannot  affect  the  merits  of  the  statement  The  excess  or  deficiency  of  ooefiw 
of  the  account  would  correspond  with  a  like  excess  or  deficiency  on  the  other.  The  auxiliary  statement,  iv>*' 
ever,  marked  F,  serves  to  show  that  there  can  be  no  material  error  in  the  estimate. 

6  and  7.  These  two  items  are  also  liable  to  some  degree  of  uncertainty.  The  cash  returns  of  the  O^if^ 
not  being  all  received  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  some  disbursements  which  were  to  be  made  to  that  tic' 
not  having  been  completed,  the  amount  which  was  then  in  their  hands  cannot  be  pronounced  with  jiko** 
The  difference,  however,  which  may  appear  upon  a  settlement  of  their  accounts,  cannot  bematerisL  U^^ 
manner,  as  monthly  abstracts  of  bonds  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  have  not  yet  been  received  fromaon^P^ 
and  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  a  comparative  estimate,  the  result  may  Tuy  *^ 
what  from  the  fact  But  enough  is  ascertained  to  pronounce  that  tne  difference  must  be  inconsiderable ;  >^^ 
reference  both  to  the  cash  and  hDnds  in  the  hands  of  the  Collectors,  whatever  difference  may  hereafter  *PP^|^ 
liable  to  the  same  remark  as  to  the  merits  of  the  statement,  which  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  duties  on  mii^ 
spirits.  The  differences  in  both  cases  must  resolve  themselves  into  the  drcumstaoce  of  the  estimated  smoaot*^ 
the  duties  proving  greater  or  less  than  the  real  amounta  A.  HAMILTON'. 

Trkasurt  Dkpabtkknt,  Febrwtry  4,  1798.  Secretary  of  the  Tnetiff 

NoTK.— Two  or  three  acooDapanying  Tables,  not  deemed  necessary,  hive  been  omitted. 
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[Communicated  to  the  Senate  February  6, 1798.] 

Treasury  Dbfartmbrt, 
February  6, 1793. 

Sib  :  In  parsunnce  of  the  first  part  of  the  order 
*  the  Senate  of  the  23d  of  January  paat^  I  have 
e  honor  to  send,  herewith,  sundry  statements, 
arked  A,  AB,  B,  B  a,  D,  £,  F,  and  I  beg  the 
irmisMion  of  the  Senate  to  add  the  copy  of  a  let- 
T  dated  yesterday,  which  served  to  transmit  du- 
icatee  of  the  same  documents  to  the  House  of 
epreseotatives,  and  which  contains  some  expla- 
itioos  of  them,  a  repetition  of  which  here  will 
s  thereby  rendered  unnecesssry.  The  document 
,  referred  to  in  that  letter,  was  also  sent  to  the 
[ouse  of  Representatives,  but .  being  of  considera- 
le  length,  a  duplicate  is  not  yet  ready;  and  I  did 
ot  thinlt  it  advisable  to  detain  the  other  papers  till 
was  ready. 

The  documents  now  transmitted  will  answer  the 
rhole  of  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  first  port  of 
ie  order  above  referred  to,  except  what  regards  a 
i^itribution  of  the  expenditures  under  each  bend  of 
ppropriation,  which  is  in  preparation,  and  will  be 
orwarded  as  soon  as  it  can  be  ready. 

The  situation  in  which  I  am  placed  renders  further 
elay  absolutely  necessary  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
eeond  part  of  the  order. 

There  is  a  poiut  in  my  Letter  of  the  16th  of 
aouary  to  the  Senate,  concerning  which  some 
ixplanation  is  requisite.  I  stated,  as  one  motive 
0  the  joint  negotiation  of  the  Loans,  under  both 
eta,  **an  intimation  from  our  bankers  in  Holland 
bat  a  distinction  might  prove  an  embarrassment, 
)eing  a  novelty,  the  reason  of  which  would  not  be 
jbvioas  to  the  money-lenders."  This  was  done 
rom  memory,  without  recurrence  to  documents, 
ind  in  a  degree  of  hurry  occasioned  by  my  anxie- 
y  for  the  speedy  passing  of  the  Appropriation  bill, 
lod,  apon  a  revision,  proves  to  be  not  accurate. 
The  mistake  arose  in  the  following  manner :  My 
original  idea  was,  to  maintain  a  separation  be- 
•ween  the  two  acts.  This  will  appear  from  my 
^tter  of  the  38th  of  August,  1790,  to  our  bank- 
ers, in  which  I  express  a  desire  that  they  would 
indeavor  to  place  part  of  the  first  Loan  upon  one 
tct,  and  another  part  upon  the  other  act  But 
hey  did  not  carry  this  idea  into  execution,  for  the 
'eason  assigned  in  their  answer,  now  before  the 
Senate,  which  is,  that  the  subdivision  proposed 
would,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  tend  to 
ixcite  speculations  and  doubts  among  the  money- 
enders. 

Bat,  prior  to  the  receipt  of  their  answer,  I  had 
Dade  further  inquiry,  and  had  reflected  more  on 
^e  subject.  The  result  of  my  inquiry  was,  that 
|he  money-lenders,  having  been  accustomed  to 
lend  on  the  general  credit  of  the  Government  bor- 
rowing, with  a  sort  of  general  pledge  of  its  reve- 
nues and  resources,  the  attempt  to  bottom  a  Loan 
(ipon  any  particular  law,  might,  as  a  novelty,  oc- 
casion some  hesitation  and  embarrassment  among 
them,  especially  as  they  are  known  to  be  a  de- 
•'^"ption  of  men  much  influenced  by  habit  and 


precedent;  and  the  eonclasions,  from  more  full 
reflection,  were,  that  the  distinffuishuig  of  the  Loans 
with  reference  to  each  act,  mi^t  not  only  erobaiasa 
the  business,  in  the  first  stoges  of  negotiation,  but 
might  interfere  with  an  application  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  Loans  in  the  most  convenient  and  beneficial 
manner,  according  to  circumstaneea. 

On  these  considerations,  I  abandoned  my  ori^n- 
al  intention,  and,  in  ny  first  instraction  to  Mr. 
Short,  was  silent  on  the  point 

These  different  positions  of  the  subject  in  the 
mind,  at  different  times,  and  what  actually  took 
place  with  regard  to  the  first  Loan,  produced  some 
confusion  in  Die  recollection  of  facts,  and  led  me  to 
assign  as  a  cause  what  had  been  only  a  collateral 
circumstance,  and  to  ascribe  to  the  bankers  intima- 
tions, or  rather  information,  which  I  had  received 
from  other  quarters. 

I  submit  this  explanation  of  the  matter  to  the 
candor  of  the  Senate,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  perfect  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedieht  ser- 
vant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

The  Vice  Presideht  qf  the 

United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate, 


Tbeasukt  Defabtmbht, 

February  6,  1793. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith — 

1.  Copies  of  a  power  given  by  him  to  the  Secre** 
tary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  dated  the 
28th  of  August,  1790,  for  the  negotiation  of  the 
Loans  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  4th  ond  12th 
of  August,  1790,  and  of  certain  instructions  relative 
thereto,  dated  on  the  same  day. 

2.  Copies  of  an  authority  founded  upon  the 
power  of  the  President  from  me  to  William  Short, 
Esq.,  dated  the  Ist  of  September,  1790,  and  of 
sundry  letters  from  me  to  the  said  William  Short, 
of  dates  from  the  29th  of  May,  1790,  to  the  31st 
of  December,  1793,  inclusively,  relating  to  the  ne* 
gotiation  and  application  of  the  above-mentioned 
Loans. 

3.  Originals  of  sundry  letters  from  William  Short 
to  me,  under  dates  from  the  2d  of  December,  1790, 
to  the  2d  of  November,  1792,  inclusively,  relating 
to  the  same  subject. 

4.  Copy  of  an  authority  from  me  to  Messrs. 
Wilhem  and  John  Willinks,  Nicholas  and  J.  Van 
Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  bankers  of  the  United 
States  at  Amsterdam,  dated  the  28tb  of  August, 
1790,  relating  to  the  first  of  the  Loans  made  under 
the  above-mentioned  acts,  and  copies  of  sundry 
letters  to  the  said  bankers,  of  dates  from  the  28th 
of  August,  1790,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1792, 
inclusively. 

6.  Originals  of  sundry  letters  from  the  said  bank- 
ers to  me,  of  dates  from  the  25th  of  Janoary,1790, 
to  the  5th  of  November,  1792. 

6.  Copies  of  sundry  letters,  of  dates  from  the  18th 
of  June  to  the  24th  of  September,  1792,  inclusive- 
ly, between  6.  Morris  and  W.  Short,  Esqs.,  having 
relation  to  the  above  subjects. 

The  general  power  from  the  President  to  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  28th  of  Aoffust, 
1790,  and  the  commanications  from  William  Snort, 
Enq.,  who  has  been  the  only  Commissioner,  woald, 
it  is  presumed,  have  fulfilled  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  of  last  month,  and 
are  transmitted,  pursuant  to  the  request  contained 
in  that  resolution. 

But  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct  the 
transmission  of  the  other  documents  also,  in  the 
supposition  that  they  will  serve  to  throw  light  upon 
the  general  subject  of  that  resolution. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
yours,  &c., 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  iKe  Treasury. 

The  Vice  President  of  the 

United  Statee  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

[Note. — Of  the  papers  referred  to  in  this  Report, 
none  are  now  to  be  found,  except  those  published 
with  the  Secretary's  second  Report,  of  the  13lh 
February,  1793.] 
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Treasury  Department,  February  13, 1793. 

Sir:  The  next  most  important  article  of  inquiry 
involved  in  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  twenty-third  of  Januarv  last,  and 
in  the  observations  which  have  been  made  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  this  Department,  relates  to  the 
Loans  negotiated  under  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th 
of  August,  1790. 

The  papers  which  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
House  by  order  of  the  President,  disclose  the  fol- 
lowing particulars— 

L  That  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the 
business  of  the  Loans  was  confided  to  the  Departr 
meut  of  the  Treasury,  being  naturally  connected 
with  it.  This  trust,  besides  the  original  instructions 
for  regulating  the  execution  of  it,  which  have  been 
communicated,  was  of  course  subject  to  such  direc- 
tions from  time  to  time,  as  the  President  should 
think  fit  to  give,  or  as  occasion  should  require.  A 
considerable  latitude  of  discretion,  nevertheless, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  attended  it ;  so  as 
justly  to  leave  on  the  head  of  this  Department  a 
complete  responsibility  in  all  instances,  where  special 
exceptions  do  not  appear. 

II.  That  the  first  Loan  which  was  obtained, 
WAS  undertaken  and  completed  by  the  agency  of 
Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  Nicnolas  and  Jacob 
Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  who,  both  under  the 
former  and  present  Government,  have  been  and 
are  the  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  Amster- 
dam. 

III.  That  with  the  single  exception  of  the  first 
Loan,  William  Short,  Esq.,  then  Charff6  des  Af- 
faires at  the  Court  of  France,  now  resident  Minis- 
ter at  the  Hague,  was  constituted  the  sole  agent 
of  this  Department,  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
powers  confided  to  it ;  with  this  qualification  only, 
that  if  any  negotiation  with  a  Prince  or  State,  to 
whom  any  part  of  the  Debt  to  be  discharged  by 
the  Loans,  was  due,  should  be  requisite,  the  same 


was  to  be  carried  on  through  the  person  who  in  e&> 
pacity  of  Minister,  Charge  des  Affiures,  or  other- 
wise, then  was,  or  thereafter  might  be  charged  with 
transacting  the  aflfairs  of  the  United  Stat^  viik 
such  Prince  or  State. 

IV.  That  all  payments,  which  have  been  mk 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Loans,  have  been  m^t 
by  the  immediate  and  special  order  ef  Mr.  Sbf^rt, 
except  those,  upon  the  bills -^of  the  Treanrer  for 
the  moneys '  drawn  to  this  conntry,  and  those  to 
the  money-lenders  in  Holland ;  which  were  ma^e 
in  course  by  our  bankers,  at  the  periods  tbey  re- 
spectively became  due.  This  consequeotly  ea* 
braces  all  the  payments  to  France ;  the  very  bst 
of  which,  though  agreed  for  by  Mr.  Morris,  in  eos. 
sequence  of  his  having  been  employed  for  a  specnl 
purpose  by  Mr.  Short,  was  -not,  and  could  not,  be 
completed,  but  by  the  same  immediate  and  spenl 
direction  of  Mr.  Short 

It  moreover  appears,  from  the  same  papers,  lad 
more  fully  fnom  the  correspondence  at  Isjge.  sov 
before  the  Senate,  that  except  in  the  ptrticalar 
instance  which  has  becR  just  stated,  with  reginl 
to  Mr.  Morris,  there  has  been  no  other  ageocj  in 
the  whole  business,  than  tiiat  of  Mr.  Short,  and  of 
the  .bankers  at  Amsterdam  and  Antwerp,  wbea 
he  necessarily  employed  as  instruments  in  the  d<- 
gotiations  with  the  money-lenders,  and  in  the  re- 
ceipt and  disbursement  of  the  moneys  borrowed. 
These,  as  already  mentioned,  were,  at  AmsteFdii& 
the  two  houses  of  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  aoii 
of  Nicholas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst  and  Hab. 
bard ;  at  Antwerp,  a  Mr.  G.  De  Wolf  was  t^ 
banker. 

It  may  not  be  without  its  uses  to  add,  that  tk 
moneys  proceeding  from  the  Loans,  have  constant- 
ly remained  in  the  hands  of  the  respective  bankeK 
till  they  have  been  paid  over  to  the  creditoi^; 
namely,  the  French  Treasury,  or  their  bankers,  tk 
money-lenders  or  their  representatives,  the  faolden 
of  the  bills  drawn  from  this  country  by  the  Trei^ 
surer.  Neither  Mr.  Short  nor  Mr.  Morris  iu* 
ever  had  possession  of  a  single  guilder.  The  latter. 
indeed,  has  never  even  had  power  over  one,  except- 
ing merely  a  sum  of  105,000  guilders  by  lett«r»df 
mine,  dated  the  13th  Septeml^r  last,  placed  at  bb 
disposal  for  paying  at  Paris,  according  to  stipaU* 
tion,  the  interest  on  the  Debt  due  to  foreigo  offi- 
cers. The  fact  is,  and  it  is  so  demonstrated  br 
the  correspondence  already  referred  to,  that  I  neref 
wrote  a  line  to  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject  of  the 
Loans  or  their  proceeds,  but  in  reference  to  tiie 
case  just  mentioned  of  the  interest  payable  W 
foreign  officers,  in  respect  to  whush,  local  aitoatkiD 
governed. 

One  more  circumstance  only  is  necessary  to  be 
noticed  in  this  place,  with  a  view  to  the  t\^^ 
tiqn  intended.  It  is  this:  that  the  last  payoeif 
though  originating  prior  to  the  change  in  the  poli- 
tical position  of  France  of  the  10th  of  Angastb^ 
not  having  been  consummated  until  the  6ih  ^^ 
September  following,  fell  of  course  under  the  dis- 
position of  those  then  in  possession  of  the  pover 
of  the  nation. 

It  could  not  but  have  been  unexpected  to  o^t 
that  exception  should  be  taken  to  the  Report  lately 
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\de  by  me  on  the  sablect  of  Foreign  Loans,  for 
i  omission  of  details  which  I  did  not  at  that  time, 
d  do  not  yet,  concetre,  to  have  been  called  for, 

the  terms  of  the  resolutions  u]>on  which  it  was 
inded.     The  reqaest  addressed  to  the  President, 

those  resolutions,  was,  that  he  would  cause  to 

laid  before  the  House  a  particular  account  of 
e  sums  borrowed  under  his  authority  by  the 
lited  States,  the  terms  on  which  each  Loan  was 
tained,  the  application  which  had  been  made 

the  moneys,  agreeably  to  appropriations,  the 
lances,  if  any,  which  remained  unapplied,  speci- 
ing  also,  at  what  times  interest  commenced  on 
e  several  sums  obtained,  and  at  what  times  it 
IS  stopped  by  the  several  payments  made.  It 
IS  not  natural  to  imagine  that  these  expressions 
are  designed  to  comprehend  a  specification  of  the 
ecise  authorities,  under  which  the  Loans  were 
^gotiated,  of  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom 
ley  were  negotiated,  of  the  particular  place  or 
aces,  where  the  balance  unexpended  of  the  sums 
lat  had  been  drawn  for  to  the  United  States, 
ere  deposited.  Still  less  natural  was  it  for  me  to 
iticipate  surmises,  which  could  give  to  such  par- 
^ulars  the  shadow  of  importance.  But  as  ant- 
adversions  have  attended  the  omission  of  those 
etailfl,  I  ought  to  regard  it  as  an  admonition  to 
le,  to  be  more  full  and  precise  in  my  present 
)mmunication  ;  a  motive  which  cooperates  with 
ty  desire,  to  throw  all  possible  light  upon  the 
ibject 

The  first  general  circumstance,  which  requires 
)  be  noticed  and  explained,  after  the  particulars 
lat  have  been  communicated,  is  this :  that  all  the 
oans  which  have  been  hitherto  obtained,  have 
een  made  under  the  authority  of  both  acts,  with- 
ut  particular  reference  to  either. 

The  idea  originally  entertained,  was  to  conduct 
bem  on  a  different  plan,  founding  each  Loan  upon 
ne  or  the  other  of  the  acts,  as  will  be  seen  by  my 
Jtter  of  the  28th  of  August^  1790,  to  our  bankers 
t  Amsterdam ;  at  the  same  time,  that  it  will  ap- 
«ar,  from  the  same  letter  that  the  separation  did 
lOt  appear  to  me  a  matter  of  consequence,  and  that 

anticipated  the  possibility  of  a  difficulty  in  ad- 
lering  to  it  in  the  particular  case.  That  difficulty, 
»roved  in  the  opinion  of  the  bankers,  to  be  of  suffi- 
ient  moment  to  render  the  arrangement  contem- 
>lated,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  unad- 
isable,  as  they  inform  me  in  their  answer  to  the 
borementioned  letter. 

But  prior  to  the  receipt  of  that  answer,  further 
iquiry  and  reflection  had  determined  me  to 
bandon  my  original  idea,  as  likely  to  produce 
mbarrassment  and  inconvenience,  loth  in  the  ne* 
otiation  of  the  Loans,  and  in  the  application  of 
^eir  proceeds.  It  was  accordingly  concluded  to 
it  the  Loans  proceed  indiscriminately,  upon  both 
cts. 

These  Loans  were  to  have  reference  to  two  pur- 
poses; first,  the  reimbursement  of  the  Foreign 
)ebt ;  second,  the  purchase  of  the  Domestic  Debt 
^t  its  market  price. 

There  were  weighty  reasons  for  carrying  on 
>oth  these  operations  concurrently.  The  arrears  to 
Prance  had  been  a  considerable  time  accumulat- 
2d  Com.— 89 


ing.  It  was  in  every  sense  proper  that  a  reim- 
bursement of  them  should  begin  without  delav, 
and  desirable  for  obvious  reasons,  that  it  should 
go  on  without  any  very  considerable  chasms  or 
intermissions.  This  manner  of  proceeding  could 
not  but  have  the  fairest  chance  of  being  the  most 
satisfactory  and  convenient  to  France ;  unless,  in- 
deed, the  business  were  to  have  proceeded  upon 
the  principle  of  an  entire  postponement  of  tb^  do- 
mestic object,  to  that  of  the  reimbursement 

But  very  cogent  reasons  rendered  this  course 
not  the  most  eligible.  The  early  commencement 
of  purchases  of  the  Debt  was  a  matter  of  real  and 
great  importance. 

It  was  important  in  two  relations ;  as  it  regarded 
the  advantages  to  the  Government,  fW>m  redeem- 
ing a  portion  of  the  Debt  at  low  prices ;  and  still 
more,  as  it  regarded  the  savings  to  the  country 
fW)m  raising  the  price  of  stock  on  foreign  pur- 
chasers ;  the  beneficial  influence  upon  the  credit  of 
the  natk>n  abroad  and  at  home,  to  be  expected 
from  a  quick  appreciation  of  the  public  obligations ; 
the  benefit  to  the  public  creditors  in  general,  and 
to  the  most  meritorious  classes  of  them  in  parti- 
cular, which  would  result  from  the  same  cause ; 
all  which  objects  were  suggested  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, as  motives  to  the  provision  respectmg  purchases, 
and  are  evidently  contemplated  in  the  preamble  of 
the  act  which  makes  that  provision. 

Exclusive  of  the  other  advantages  which  have 
been  cited,  and  which  are  of  a  nature  truly  pre- 
cious and  important,  that  of  preventing  foreigners 
from  acquiring  the  propertv  of  our  citizens  at  a 
great  under-value,  is  too  obvious  not  to  be  estimat- 
ed, as  it  ought  to  be,  at  first  sight  It  cannot  re- 
quire argument  to  show  how  great  an  evil  it  was, 
that  foreigners  should  be  able  to  acquire  with  nine 
or  ten,  that  for  which  the  country  would  ultimate- 
ly have  to  pay  them  twenty,  with  full  interest  in 
the  interval ;  nor  how  much  it  merited  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  prevent  or  lessen  so 
serious  an  evil. 

But  the  influence  which  the  purchases  by  the 
Government  may  have  had  upon  this  event  may 
not  be  equally  obvious.  It  is,  however,  not  diffi- 
cult to  be  traced.  Price  naturally  keeps  pace  with 
competition  and  demand  ;  whatever  increases  the 
latter,  necessarily  tends  to  an  augmentation  of  the 
former.  Merely  then  as  another  purchaser,  by 
adding  to  the  competition  and  demand,  the  pur- 
chases of  the  Government  were  calculated  to  inflb- 
ence  a  rise  of  price.  But  they  had  an  effect  more 
than  proportioned  to  their  extent  Imagination  has 
much  to  do  in  all  such  questions,  and  in  scarcely 
anything  so  much  as  in  what  relates  to  public  funds. 
Experience  proves,  that  it  is  here  exerted  with 
uncommon  effort  The  appearance  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  purchaser  has  not  failed  to  excite  the 
expectation  of  a  greater  demand  than  was  real, 
because  the  extent  of  the  resources  to  be  employed 
might  be  very  great  i^nd  was  unknown ;  which,  by 
stimulating  the  zeal  of  those  who  wanted  to  buy, 
lest  tne  price  should  rise  suddenly  and  considera- 
bly upon  them,  and  by  encouraging  those  who 
wanted  to  sell,  under  the  hope  of  a  better  price,  to 
hold  back  the  commodity,  has  in  both  ways  gene- 
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rally  contributed  to  give  a  spriog  to  the  market 
Prices  once  raised,  when  founded  on  intrinsic 
Talue,  tend  to  maintain  themseWes ;  because  those 
who  haye  given  them,  are  for  the  most  part  in* 
terested  in  keeping  them  up.  And  %y^ry  new 
impulse,  which  they  receive^  serves  to  carry  them 
rapidly  to  their  just  level 

Those  who  have  been  most  attentive  to  the  ope- 
ration ef  the  public  purchases,  will  have  the  least 
doubt  that  they  had  a  material  agency  in  acoriera- 
ting  the  appreciation  of  the  public  stock. 

An  inquiry  naturally  arises  here.  Were  the 
moneys  which  were  drawn  from  Europe  on  ac« 
count  of  the  Foreign  Loans,  the  instrument  of  the 
purchases,  to  which  these  beneficial  effects  are 
ascribed? 

I  answer,  that  these  purchases  are  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  instrumentality  of  that  fund ;  that  had 
it  not  been  for  this  resource  they  could  not  have 
been  made  at  the  early  periods  when  most  of 
them  were  made.  The  course  of  the  transaction 
will  be  folly,  and  with  more  propriety,  explained 
in  another  place. 

An  attention  to  both  objects — to  the  reimburse- 
ments to  France,  and  to  the  purchases  of  the  Debt, 
rendered  expedient  a  subdivision,  even  of  the  first 
loan.  Considerations  of  the  moment  seconded 
those  of  a  general  nature,  to  induce  an  immediate 
payment  to  that  countiy.  The  Loan  had  been 
undertaken  without  previous  authority  from  hence, 
with  a  view  to  such  payment  This  was  known, 
and  a  correspondent  expectation  excited.  The 
immediate  situation  of  the  French  finances  ren- 
dered a  payment  at  the  particular  juncture  more 
than  ordinarily  interesting.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  there  could  be  no  hesitation  about  applying 
a  large  part  of  the  Loan  to  that  object  Another 
part  of  it  was,  of  necessity,  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  sums  that  were  filling  due  on  the  Dutch 
Loans.  -  And  it  is  presumed  that  the  reasons  which 
have  been  assigned,  will  appear  to  have  been  suf- 
ficiently powerful  to  have  dictated  the  drawing  of 
a  part  of  it  to  the  United  States. 

Accordingly,  a  million  and  a  half  of  the  three 
millions  borrowed,  were  appropriated  to  France, 
something  more  than  eight  hundred  thousand 
guilders  were  drawn  for  here,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  Loan  was  left  to  be  disbursed  in  Holland. 

It  shall  not  be  conceided,  though  I  am  aware 
that  the  acknowledgment  may  be  a  subject  of  cri- 
ticism, that  the  conduct  which  was  pursued,  both 
with  regard  to  this  and  to  the  succeeding  Loan, 
was  in  some  degree  influenced  by  a  collateral  con- 
ttderation.  The  Government  had  but  just  adopted 
a  plan  for  the  restoration  of  public  credit  The 
periodical  payment  of  interest  was  to  commence 
on  the  1st  of  April,  1791.  A  considerable  part  of 
the  revenue,  out  of  which  the  mcmeys  were  to 
arise,  was  only  to  begin  to  accrue  on  the  first  of 
January  preceding.  This  revenue  was  liable  to 
credits  of  four,  six,  and  twelve  months. 

How  lar  its  eventual  product  would  answer  ex- 
pectation— how  iar  the  punctuality  of  payments 
could  be  relied  upon — ^were  points  unascertained, 
and  which  required  to  their  ascertainment  much 
more  experience  than  had  been  obtained.    In  such 


a  situation,  it  was  not  only  natural  but  Bectsary 
for  an  Administrator  of  the  Finances  to  doabt; 
and  doubting,  it  was  his  duty  to  call  to  the  aid  i 
the  Public  Credit  every  auxiliary  which  it  wis  is 
his  power  to  command.  He  was  bound  to  rtfiect, 
that  a  failure  in  any  stipulated  payment  woold  be 
fatal  to  the  dawning  credit  of  the  coootry^to  the 
reputation  of  the  Government— just  beginning  ts 
rise.  That  a  wound  inflicted  upon  either,  st  ^ 
early  a  stage,  under  all  the  circumstance!  of  op- 
position to  the  Constitution,  which  had  existed  in 
the  community,  would  have  been  deeplj  Cdt,  isd 
might  either  not  have  admitted  of  a  care  at  u^ 
or  not  till  after  a  length  of  time,  and  a  seiks  i 
mischiefs ;  that  it  could  not  but  be  an  importut 
service  rendered  to  the  country  to  ward  off «» 
great  a  misfortune  by  the  temporary  use  of  i&j 
extraordinary  resource,  which  might  be  »t  baa^ 
till  time  was  given  for  more  effectual  provision. 

If,  in  the  course  of  such  reflections,  a  doobt  M 
occurred  about  the  strict  regularity  of  wbai  wi» 
contemplated  as  a  possible  resort,  a  miod  nfi- 
ciently  alive  to  the  public  interest,  and  sofficieoii 
firm  in  the  pursuit  of  it,  would  have  dismiaaed 
that  doubt  as  an  obstacle,  suggested  by  a  puaoai- 
mous  caution,  to  the  exercise  of  those  higher  tto> 
Uves,  which  ought  ever  to  govern  a  man  inresttd 
with  a  great  public  trust  It  would  have  occnm^ 
that  there  was  reasonable  ground  to  relj  that  tU 
necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  magnitude  o(  tbt 
occasion,  would  insure  a  justification ;  and  thi; 
if  the  contrary  should  happen,  there  remained  stO 
the  consolation  of  having  sacrificed  personal  b* 
terest  and  tranquility,  no  matteif  to  what  exuit, 
to  an  important  public  interest;  and  of  bavJi 
avoided  the  humiliation  which  would  bare  bee& 
justly  due  to  an  opposite  and  to  a  feeble  conduct 

The  disposition  which  was  resolved  upon,  r^ 
regard  to  the  first  Loan,  involv^  necessarii/.t 
decision  of  the  point  that  the  Loans  migbt  be 
placed  on  the  joint  fooi^dation  of  lH>th  acts.  XtmX 
Loan  having  been  undertaken,  as  alreadjr  neo- 
tioned,  without  previous  authority,  and  (ooir- 
quently  without  a  particular  eye  to  either  act,  it 
was  probable  that  it  would  be  found  too  late » 
make  an  appprtipument  of  one  part  (^  the  s«b 
borrowed  to  one  act,  of  another  part  to  the  otkr 
act  In  that  case,  the.  distributive  applicatiw  ^ 
the  fund  to  the  different  objects,  was  to  be  relit* 
quished,  or  the  possibility  was  to  be  admitled,  </ 
the  Loan  being  left  to  stand  upon  the  aQlborHT  of 
both  acta  The  same  disposition  of  the  fint  lim 
will  also  illustrate  the  convenience  and  expeditocy 
of  the  plan  which  was  finally  adopted ;  that  is»  of 
placing  the  Loans  on  the  basis  of  both  acts. 

The  idea  of  a  concurrent  execution  of  both  tb« 
objects  to  which  the  Loans  were  destined,  cooid 
not  conveniently  have  been  pursued  upon  tbtp^ 
of  a  separation  of  the  Loans ;  which,  to  be  (f* 
fectual,  would  include  the  strict  application  of  tbe 
proceeds  of  each  to  the  purposes  (^  the  particdir 
act  upon  which  it  was  founded. 

Amsterdam  was  naturally  looked  to,  as  the  great 
scene  of  the  intended  Loans.  There,  aseveryvbert 
else,  there  is  but  a  certain  quantity  of  money  flotf- 
ing  in  the  market,  from  time  to  time,  beyond  tue 
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usnry  demands  of  trade  and  indastry,  seeking 
'  employnient  in  Loans.  This  quantity,  of  course, 
ries  at  different  periods,  from  a  variety  of  causes. 

the  quantity  at  any  time  afloat,  hut  a  certain 
sportion  can  be  commanded  by  any  one-bor* 
wing  Power,  owing  to  the  competition  of  other 
rrowera^  who  have  each  their  connexions,  through 
sir  banktfg,  with  different  sets  of  undertakers, 
v  ia  it  always  that  considerable  Loans  can  be 
d  at  any  rate.  There  are  certain  seasons  only 
len  they  are  practicable. 

To  have  brought  two  Loans  upon  the  market  at 
e  time,  as  an  opportunity  of  borrowing  offered, 
lich  mast  have  been  the  case,  in  order  to  make 
Dcurrent  provision  for  both  the  objects  in  ques- 
tn,  if  the  principle  of  a  separation  of  the  Loans 
d  been  adopted,  would  have  been  to  exhibit  to 
e  money-lenders  a  very  unnsual  appearance, 
ith  men  known  to  be  much  influenced  by  pre* 
dent  and  habit,  such  an  appearance  could  not 
ive  fiuled  to  prove  a  source  of  speculation  and 
njecture ;  and  might  have  led  to  a  confused  idea 
at  the  wants  of  the  United  States  were  excessive ; 
supposition  by  no  means  calculated  to  promote 
eir  credit,  It  would,  moreover,  have  been  a  de- 
nture from  that  simplicity  of  procedure  which, 
here  numbers  are  concerned,  is  always  of  mo- 
ent  to  a  right  conception  of  the  business  to  be 
scomplished,  and  ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  but 
r  reasons  of  real  utility  and. weight 
To  have  instituted  the  Loans  successively,  found- 
g  each  upon  one  or  the  other  of  the  acta,  would 
ive  had  a  tendency  to  occasion  longer  intervals 
Hween  the  payments  to  France  than  was  desira- 
ie.  The  intervention  of  a  Loan  for  the  purpose  of 
iircbafies,  would  have  created,  of  course,  a  verv 
msiderable  chasm.  It  may  be  objected,  that  such 
usms  did  (lappen  on  the  plan  which,  was  pursued, 
bis  is  true  in  two  instances,  but  the  most  material 
f  the  two  proceeded  from  casualties  foreign  to  the 
Uq  itself,  which  are  detailed  in  the  correspondence 
lore  than  once  alluded  to. 

It  is  possible,  too,  that  a  separation  of  the  Loans 
light  have  rendered  it  less  easy  to  take  advan- 
^  of  a  state  of  the  market  favorable  to  their 
ctension  at  a .  particular  juncture.  The  Loan  to 
e  brought  on  the  market  might  relate  to  the  pur- 
base  of  the  Debt  The  moment  might  be  favor- 
ble  to  a  more  considerable  Loan  than  was  within 
)e  limits  prescribed  for  that  object,  and  the  oppor- 
inity  might  slip  before  a  second  could  be  insti- 
ited.  In  this  business  moments  are  often  of  im- 
orUnce,  and  ape  Co  be  embraoed  with  promptitude 
nd  dexterity. 

Thus  it  appears  that,  in  different  ways,  the  ne- 
oUation  of  the  Loans  might  have  been  embar- 
assed  by  their  separation; 

But  the  most  obrious,  if  not  the  most  serious  of 
be  inconveniences  which  would  have  attended  it, 
espects  the  application  of  the  sums  borrowed, 
^is  could  not  then  have  been  moulded,  as  the 
itcreat  or  poticy  of  the  Government  might  dic- 
ate.  A  Loan  for  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  might 
^^▼e  been  made  under  prospects  promising  a 
esdy  and  beneficial  investment  of  it;  but,  before 
he  investment  was  made,  a  change  of  the  market ' 


might  render  it  ineligible— involving  the  alterna- 
tive, either  of  a  disadvantageous  investment,  or  of 
leaving,  perhaps,  a  large  sum  of  money  a  long 
time  unemployed.  Such  a  state  of  things  might 
have  produced  to  the  banks  on  advantage,  and  to 
the  Giovemment  a  loss  of  magnitude,  sufficient  to 
give  cdor  to  a  surmise,  that  the  public  interest  had 
been  sacrificed  to  the  profit  of  those  institutions. 
The  contrary  course  has  essentially  avoided  that 
evil ;  which,  in  this  and  in  other  instances,  would 
have  been  incident,  in  a  far  greater  degree,  to 
the  modes  of  proceeding,  contrasted  with  those 
that  have  been  pursued,  than  has  in  reality  attended 
them. 

Or  political  considerations  might  have  rendered 
it  adrisable  to  transfer  the  application  of  the  fund 
from-  one  object  to  the  other. 

Of  this,  the  case  of  St  Domingo  presents  an 
example.  It  might  have  happened  on  the  plan 
of  separate  Loans,  that  there  was  no  fund  in  hand 
but  for  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  Then,  on  the 
principle  of  that  plan,  there  would  have  been  no 
fund  in  the  disposition  of  the  Executive,  applica- 
ble to  the  other  object,  which  would  have  embar- 
rassed the  performance  of  a  duty  towards  a  friendly 
Power,  and  in  a  way  which  included  the  positive 
advantage  to  the  country  of  paying  directly  a  part 
of  its  Foreign  Debt,  in  its  own  productions. 

Such  were  the  embarrassments  avoided,  and 
such  the  conveniences  secured,  by  the  plan  of 
making  the  Loans  indiscriminately,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  both  acts. 

In  the  opposite  plan  I  can  discern  no  counterba- 
lancing advantage  nor  convenience. 

Consequently,  if  both  are  equally  legal,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  which  of  them  ought  to  have 
been  preferred. 

If  there  be  any  want  of  legality  in  the  plan  which 
has  been  pursued,  I  was  not  at  the  time,  and  am 
not  yet,  sensible  of  it 

I  know  of  no  rule  which  renders  it  illegal  in  an 
agent,  having  from  the  same  principal  two  autho- 
rities to  borrow  money,  whether  fi>r  one  or  differ- 
ent purposes,  to  unite  the  Loans  he  may  make 
upon  the  foundation  of  both  authorities,  provided 
the  terms  of  them  be  consistent  with  both  or  either 
of  his  commissions.  If  the  purposes  are  different, 
it  will  be  incumbent  upon  him  to  take  care  that 
the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed  makes  the 
proper  separation,  and,  doing  this,  he  will  have  ful- 
filled his  trust  To  test  this  position  it  seems  only 
necessary  to  ask,  whether  the  principal,  in  such 
case,  would  not  be  fully  bound  to  the  lenders  ? 

In  reflecting  originally  upon  the  regularity  of 
the  proceeding  meditated,  there  was  but  one  source 
of  hesitation — the  difference  in  the  fhnds  upon 
which  the  Loans  were  to  rest  But  the  following 
reasoning  satisfied  the  scruple :  The  pledging  of 
particukr  funds  is  for  the  security  of  the  lenders. 
If  they  are  willing  to  waive  the  special  security  by 
lending  on  the  general  credit  of  the  Government,  or 
to  dispense  with  the  preference  of  one  fund  to  an- 
other, where  two  are  pledged,  by  lending  indiscri- 
minately on  the  credit  of  both,  the  one  or  the  other 
circumstance  must  be  alike  indifferent  to  the  Go- 
vernment    The  authority  will  have  been  well 


1223 


APPENDIX. 


1224 


Loam. 


executed,  to  the  extent  necessary  for  public  pur- 
poses^  and  if  any  thing  remains  unexecuted,  it  will 
oe  in  enlargement,  not  in  abridgment  of  the  public 
rights.  It  is,  however,  presumed  that  the  practical 
construction  in  the  present  case  will  be,  that  the 
two  funds  pledged  will  constitute  an  aggregate  for 
the  joint  security  of  the  moneys  borrow^  upon 
both  acts. 

The  second  general  circumstance  respecting  the 
Foreign  Loans  negotiated  under  the  acts  of  the  4th 
and  12th  of  August,  which  requires  attention,  re- 
lates to  the  terms  upon  which  they  have  been  ob- 
tained. These,  it  appears,  have  been  represented 
as  neither  honorable  nor  advantageous. 

The  following  facts,  witnessed  by  the  correspon- 
dence before  the  Senate,  more  than  once  referred 
to,  and  well  known  to  all  who  have  had  opportuni- 
ties of  information,  demonstrate  that  the  terms  of 
those  Loans  have  been  both  honorable  and  advan- 
tageous : 

1.  There  is  not  one  of  them,  which  originated 
under  the  acts,  that  was  not  effected  upon  condi- 
tions equally  favorable  with  those  attending  the 
Loans  of  the  cotemporary  borrowing  Powers  of 
the  most  tried  resouroes  and  best-established  credit, 
and  more  favorable  than  were  obtained  by  some 
Powers  of  great  respectability. 

2.  The  United  SUies  took  a  lead  in  the  market 
in  regard  to  the  subsequent  reductions  of  interest, 
having  had  either  earlier  or  more  complete  success 
than  any  other  borrowing  Power. 

8.  From  a  rate  of  five  per  cent  interest  and 
four-and-a-half  per  cent  charges,  which  marked 
the  level  of  the  market  when  they  began  their 
Loans,  they,  in  the  course  of  a  single  year,  brought 
down  the  terms  to  four  per  cent  interest  and  five 
per  cent  charges ;  that  is,  from  an  interest  on  the 
nett  sum  received  (including  an  indemnification 
for  charges)  of  5.6012,  something  more  than  five- 
and-a-half  per  cent,  to  an  interest  on  the  like  sum 
of  4.4951,  something  less  than  four-and-a-half  per 
cent 

When  this  state  of  things  is  applied  to  a  Qovem- 
ment  only  in  the  third  year  of  its  existence,  and  to 
a  country  which  had  so  recently  emerged  from  a 
total  derangement  of  its  finances,  it  would  seem 
impossible  to  deny  that  the  issue  is  not  only  honor- 
able but  flattering ;  unless,  indeed,  it  can  be  denied 
that  a  sound  and  vigorous  state  of  credit  is  honor- 
able to  a  nation. 

I  forbear  a  comparison  between  the  Loans  of  the 
present  and  of  the  former  Government  of  this 
country,  because  an  immense  disparity  of  circum- 
stances would  render  it  an  improper  one,  further 
than  to  take  notice  of  a  very  great  error  which  has 
been  upon  some  occasions  advanced.  It  has  been 
alleged,  to  disparage  the  management  under  the 
present,  that  the  I^ns  of  the  former  Qovernment, 
in  a  situation  comparatively  very  disadvantageous, 
have  been  effected  upon  equal  terms ;  and  in  proof 
of  this  an  appeal  has  been  made  to  the  Loan  of 
2,000,000  of  guilders,  at  four  per  cent,  which  is 
that  of  the  9th  March,  1784. 

Nothing  can  manifest  more  clearly  than  this  the 

-very  precipitate  and  superficial  views  with  which 

suggestions  on  important  public  subjects  are  some- 


times made.  The  last  four  per  cent  Loan  ob- 
tained under  the  existing  laws,  indoding  charges, 
is  a  real  four-and-a-half  per  cent  Loan,  or, 
more  exactly,  a  4.4951  per  cent  Loaa  The 
four  per  cent  Loan  of  March,  1784^  is  a  real  ^M%^ 
per  cent  Loan.  The  difference,  whidi  exceeds 
two  per  cent,  arises  principally  from  extra  pre- 
miums and  gratifications  which  were  alkmd 
upon  this  Loan,  and  which  are  unknown  to  the 
other. 

Much  praise  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  exertkms 
which  effected  the  Loans  under  the  former  Go- 
vernment A  superiority  of  merit  shall  readily  be 
conceded  to  them  from  the  ctrcumstances  ooder 
which  they  were  made,  and  their  signal  utititj  ia 
the  Revolution.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  tbeir 
eulogium  to  affirm  that  they  were  made  upon  eqo&l 
terms  with  those  of  the  Loans  lately  obtained,  or  to 
deny  the  goodness  of  the  terms  of  the  latter. 
Truth  will  not  justify  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  facts  which  have  been  stated  prove  tlit; 
the  terms  of  the  Loans  are  advantageoos  as  vfa 
as  honorable.  They  are  comparatively  adnr- 
tageous,  because  they  are  as  moderate  as  o;!ier 
Powers  in  the  best  credit  have  allowed ;  and  the/ 
are  absolutely  advantageous,  because  the  bigbea; 
real  not  nominal  rate  of '  interest  which  has  beea 
eiven  does  not  exceed  5.5012,  a  fraction  ntore  than 
five-and-a-half  per  cent.,  while  the  lowest  real  nte 
is  4.4951,  a  fraction  less  than  four-and-m-half  per 
cent 

If  the  question  whether  advantageous  or  not  br 
tested  by  the  purposes  for  which  Uie  Loans  hare 
been  made,  the  conclusion  is  equally  in  their  &ror. 
The  payments  on  account  of  the  Poreigo  Dcfcc 
were  an  indispensable  obligation.  Unless  it  as. 
be  shown  that  they  might  have  been  derived  frm 
another  and  more  advantageous  source,  it  will  Cii- 
low  that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  Goveronaent  t^ 
avail  itself  of  the  resource  which  has  been  em- 
ployed, because  it  was  its  duty  to  discbarge  its 
obligations. 

It  is  sometimes  urged  that  Foreign  Loans,  fcr 
whatever  purpose,  are  peinicious,  because  tbej 
serve  to  drain  the  country  of  its  specie  for  the  par- 
men  t  of  interest,  and  for  the  final  rein>burseiD«B; 
of  principal ;  that  it  would  be  preferable,  for  tbit 
reason,  to  procure  Loans  at  home,  even  at  a  faigbcr 
rate  of  interest 

To  this,  several  answers  may  be  given,  sooe  «f 
a  special,  others  of  a  general  nature. 

In  reference  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  F»> 
reign  Debt,  it  may  be  observed,  that,  as  a  Debt  had 
already  been  incurred  abroad,  upon  which  intntst 
was  payable,  the  contracting  of  new  Loans  there 
for  the  reimbursement  of  that  Debt  would  leave 
us,  as  to  the  demand  for  the  exportaUon  of  nor 
specie,  just  where  we  originally  stood.  Moreerer, 
if  the  money  could  have  been  borrowed  at  hooe 
for  that  reimbursement,  the  remittance  of  it  woc'd 
have  been  ruinous  to  the  country.  The  mere  ne- 
cessity of  remitting  could  not  alone  have  incrosed 
the  foreign  demand  for  our  commodities,  so  as  to 
deduce  from  an  extra  exportation  of  them  the  re- 
quisite means  of  payment;  and  if  our  specie  ins 
to  perform  the  office,  the  country  would  ^Mtdilj 
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ive  been  exhaasted  to  a  degree  inconsistent 
ith  the  support  of  its  commerce  and  industry, 
he  quantity  of  coin  in  the  United  States  has 
)ver  been  considerable  enough  for  such  an  opera- 
in. 

But  this  very  state  of  things  would  have  ren- 
»red  the  procuring  of  the  monejr  from  domestic 
•sources  ioipracticable.  These,  it  may  be  safely 
firmed,  are  too  limited  for  extensive  Loans  of  any 
>nsiderable  degree  of  permanency. 
In  the  last  place,  the  expedient  of  Domestic 
oans  would  not  prevent  the  evil  which  is  desired 
\  be  prevented.  Foreigners  would  either  in  the 
rst  instance  bring  their  moneys  to  subscribe  them 
>  the  Loans,  or  they  would  afterwards  purchase 
te  stock  arising  from  them,  and,  in  either  case, 
ley  would  eq[ually  draw  away  the  money  of  the 
>uQtry  on  account  of  their  interest  and  principal. 
'he  only  consequence  of  giving  a  disproportionate 
ite  of  interest  for  Domestic  Loans  would  be  that 
ur  specie  would  be  carried  away  so  much  the 
ister. 

Experience  having  shown  that  nations  sometimes 
ay  more  regard  to  their  external  than  to  their  in- 
dma]  credit — this  consideration  co-operates  with 
easons  of  convenience  to  induce  moneyed  men 
broad  to  be  content  with  a  lower  rate  of  interest, 
tipalated  to  be  paid  in  their  own  country,  than  if 
\m  place  of  payment  be  in  another  country ;  making 
ven  a  greater  difference  than  is  an  equivalent  for 
he  expense  and  risk  of  obtaining  remittances. 

The  clear  inference  from  these  observations  is, 
hat,  with  regard  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  Fo- 
eign  Debt,  no  other  expedient  than  that  of  Foreign 
^ans  was  practicable  or  eligible. 

The  utility  of  that  part  of  the  Loans  which  has 
eference  to  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  has  already 
>een  explained  in  certain  views.  So  far  as  their 
ij^ney  has  been  hitherto  concerned  in  that  opera- 
ion,  it  is  a  sufficient  demonstration  of  the  advauo 
<ge  of  the  measure  to  state  that  the  sum  invested 
n  purchases  up  to  the  period  of  the  last  Report  to 
Congress  has  redeemed  what  is  equal  to  an  an- 
laity  of  6.15  per  cent, including  also  the  advantage 
»f  sinking  a  capital  more  than  fifty  per  cent  greater 
iuin  the  sum  expended. 

A  valuable  profit  will  arise  from  the  investment 
>f  the  sums  on  hand,  either  in  a  payment  to  the 
^nk  or  in  the  purchase  of  stock.  The  liberation 
>f  an  annuity  of  six  per  cent  can  be  secured,  while, 
apon  a  great  part  of  the  fund  which  is  to  effect  it 
30  more  than  four-and-a-half  per  cent  is  payable, 
^nd  less  than  five-and-a-half  upon  the  other  part. 
The  mean  of  these  rates  being  five  per  cent,  an 
annual  saving  of  one  per  cent  may  be  effected, 
which,  upon  $3,000,000,  interest  at  five  per  cent, 
ja  equal  to  a  capital  or  gross  sum  of  $40U,000---an 
item  certainly  of  no  inconsiderable  consequence. 

Against  the  advantages  which  are  claimed  in 
javor  of  the  Loan,  it  is  natural  to  place  the  loss  of 
Interest  incident  to  the  delays  which  have  attended 
Ibeir  application  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
Were  obtained.  This  leads  to  an  examination  of 
the  cases  of  delay,  their  causes,  the  circumstances, 
^  any,  which  counterbalance  them. 

There  are  three  instances  of  material  delay— one  I 


respecting  the  first  Loan,  another  the  second  Loan, 
ana  a  third  a  part  of  the  two  last  Loans. 

The  first  Loan,  it  will  be  seen,  was  not  applied 
till  a  considerable  time  after  its  commencement 
It  has  been  already  intimated  that  it  was  under- 
taken without  previous  authority  from  this  country. 
The  motives  to  the  measure  are  detailed  in  a  letter 
from  our  bankers  of  the  25th  of  January,  1790,  a 
copy  of  which  accompanies  the  communications 
herewith  made  by  s  order  of  the  President  A 
regard  to  those  motives  led  to  an  acceptance  of 
the  Loan.  Nor  could  it  have  been  deemed  an  un- 
fortunate circumstance  that  such  an  auxiliary  to  the 
operations  of  the  Treasury  had  been  previously 
prepared. 

The  laws  authorizing  the  Loans  passed  the  4th 
and  lath  of  August  As  eariy  as  the  28th  of  that 
month,  the  acceptance  above  mentioned  was  com- 
municated, and  the  application  of  1,600,000  florins, 
in  a  payment  to  France,  directed.  So  far,  no 
time  was  lost,  more  than  could  not  have  been 
avoided. 

But  the  bills  for  the  sum  to  be  brought  here 
were  not  drawn  till  some  months  after.  This  pro- 
ceeded from  an  unwillingness  to  risk  the  public 
credit,  by  drawing  before  there  was  a  certainty  of 
funds  to  answer  3\e  drafts.  It  was  not  impossible 
that  the  great  delay  which  had  attended  the  pass- 
ing of  the  law  for  borrowing  might  have  led  the 
bankers  to  come  to  some  arrangement  with  the 
money-lenders  for  surrendering  the  moneys  paid 
in  and  terminating  the  Loan,  independent  of  this 
source  of  apprehension,  they  had  expressed  them- 
selves, in  their  letter  communicating  the  step  they 
had  taken,  to  this  effect :  **  To  spare  the  United 
**  States  all  possible  advance  of  interest,  while  the 
''money  shall  remain  unappropriated,  we  shall 
**  issue  the  recipisaes  at  the  option  of  the  buyers 
*^  to  take  them  so  late  as  they  please,  on  the  ex- 
**pectation  the  three  millions  would  be  placed  in 
''a  few  months.**  This,  though  it  announced  an 
expectation  that  the  moneys  would  be  paid  in 
a  few  months,  did  not  render  the  event  certain. 
And  as  the  bankers  appeared,  from  that  precau- 
tion, to  have  adverted  to  the  idea  of  saving  the 
United  States  an  advance  of  interest,  it  was  snp> 
posable  that  they  might  have  found  meant  still 
further  to  procrastinate  the  payments,  or  a  con- 
siderable part  of  them,  till  they  hud  received  a  con- 
firmation of  the  Loan.  This  policy  would  have 
been  the  more  natural,  as  they  risked  the  loss  of 
interest  themselves,  if  the  transaction  should  not 
have  been  finally  ratified. 

Under  such  circumstances,  I  thought  it  most  pru- 
dent to  defer  the  drafts  until  advice  was  received  of 
the  actual  progress  of  the  Loans.  There  was  no 
room  to  hesitate  between  the  loss  of  a  small  sum  in 
interest  and  the  danger  of  committing  the  public 
credit  by  a  premature  operation. 

The  second  case  of  delay  relates  to  the  second 
Loan.  It  was  occasioned  by  a  determination  to 
suspend  the  orders  for  ita  application  till  informa- 
tion was  received  of  its  having  been  contracted 
for.  One  motive  to  this  determination  has  been 
already  intimated,  namely,  the,  yet  untried  and 
immature  state  of  our  fiscal  arrangements.    The 
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ffeneral  reasoning  on  this  head  was  strengthened 
py  an  occurrence  altogether  unlooked  for,  which 
disclosed  itself  on  the  28d  of  August,  1790,  eleven 
days  after  the  rising  of  Congress — an  occurrence 
which  they  had  not  contemplated  in  their  pecu- 
niary dispositions.  I  allude  to  the  commencement 
of  an  Indian  war,  which  was  announced  in  a  Let- 
ter from  Goyernor  St.  Clair,  dated  on  the  above- 
mentioned  day,  the  progressive  extent  and  conse- 
quences of  which  could,  of  course,  not  be  foreseen. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  judged  it  for  the  pub- 
lic interest  and  safety  to  hold  the  resource  which 
the  prospect  of  a  Lcwn  presented  under  the  power 
of  the  Treasury  till  advice  should  be  received  of 
the  actual  institution  of  the  Loan,  with  intention 
then  to  dispose  of  it  as  should  appear  advisable, 
under  a  better  matured  view  of  our  pecuniary  situ- 
ation and  prospects. 

Hence  the  delay  which  attended  the  application 
of  the  second  Loan ;  the  first  in  fact  that  originated 
subsequent  to  the  laws  for  borrowing.  But  after 
advice  had  been  received  of  its  having  been  set  on 
foot,  no  time  was  lost  in  converting  it  with  due 
despatch  to  its  proper  uses.  There  was  only,  not 
an  anticipation  of  its  application.  As  early  as  May 
24th,  1791,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Short  (a  copy 
of  which  is  in  possession  of  the  House)  empower- 
ing him  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  all  future  Loans,  as 
they  should  accrue,  in  payments  to  France;  ex- 
cept as  to  such  sums  as  therein  were,  or  afterwards 
should  be  previously  and  specially  reserved.  This 
arrangement  was  calculated  to  obviate  the  incon- 
venience of  leaving  the  proceeds  of  the  Loans,  for 
any  considerable  time,  unemployed.  At  the  period 
of  making  it,  and  not  sooner,  the  public  prospects 
appeared  to  me  sufficiently  unfolded,  to  render  a 
general  and  permanent  disposition  free  from  ha- 
zard. This  instruction  preceded  in  due  season  all 
the  Loans  subsequent  to  that  of  March,  1791. 

Whatever  delay,  therefore,  may  have  attended 
succeeding  investments  for  paying  the  French  Debt, 
18  not  attributable  to  this  Department  And  I 
think  it  will  not  appear,  that  any  has  been  incurred, 
in  respect  to  the  sums  which  were  destined  for  the 
public  service  here.  In  Judging  of  this  point  it 
will  be  proper  to  observe,  that  a  latitude  of  six 
months,  for  making  their  payments,  has  been  re- 
served to  the  money-lenders,  though  with  liberty 
to  make  them  earlier.  It  was,  however,  necessary 
for  the  Treasury  to  regulate  its  bills  according  to 
the  possible  delay,  lest  they  should  not  meet  ade- 
quate funds.  The  general  policy  adopted  was  to 
let  them  fall  upon  the  rear  of  each  Loan ;  this  giving 
a  freer  course  for  early  payments  to  France,  and 
best  conciliating  a  certainty  of  funds  for  answer- 
ing the  bills,  with  as  little  double  interest  as  pos- 
sible. 

It  will  appear,  that  notwithstanding  the  arrange- 
ment which  was  made,  a  considerable  time  inter- 
vened between  the  two  last  payments  to  France, 
while  there  were  funds  in  hand  waiting  for  em- 
ployment. It  may  be  expected,  that  the  causes  of 
this  procrastination,  though  as  I  have  said  not  im- 
putable to  this  Department,  should  be  unfolded  to 
the  House.  Particular  circumstances,  however, 
induce  me  to  confine  myself  to  stating  generally, 


that  the  delay  proceeded,  in  the  first  place,  ftxm 
expectation  given  to  Mr.  Short,  and  kept  tip  froe 
time  to  time  by  the  French  Minister  of  Marise, 
that  a  plan  would  be  adopted,  to  which  a  decree 
of  the  National  Assembly  was  requidte,  for  eoa- 
verting  a  large  sum  into  supplies  for  St  Domingo, 
which  Mr.  Short  concluded  justly  most  eookc  Mt 
of  the  Foreign  Fund,  and  consequently  stBpendEd 
its  application  in  Europe.  In  the  second  place, 
from  a  desire  to  settle,  previously  to  ftirtfacr  pay- 
ments, a  definitive  rule,  by  which  the  moneys  pasd, 
should  be  liquidated  and  credited  to  the  Unital 
States. 

Both  the  one  and  the  other  appears  to  hare  beea 
procrastinated  from  period  to  period,  by  the  disar- 
dered  state  of  French  affairs,  and  to  have  fimSj 
issued  contrary  to  expectation.  It  would  be  n 
unnecessary  commitment  of  my  opinion  to  deebn, 
how  far  the  delay  appears  to  me  to  hare  been  jasti- 
fied  by  the  causes.  But,  being  led  by  the  oocaam 
to  take  notice  of  it,  I  think  it  improper  lo  send  it 
abroad,  liable,  perhaps,  to  misconstroctioQ,  whhoot 
observing  that  the  inducements  appear  to  me,  td 
have  been  weighty;  that  the  delays  natunBv 
grew  out  of  the  circumstances,  and  that  I  am  en- 
tirely persuaded  of  the  goodness  of  the  motives 
which  governed.  The  correspondence  before  tbe 
Senate  contains  the  particulars  of  tbe  tranfiactkn. 

Having  pointed  out  the  instances  of  matcriU 
delay  which  happened,  and  the  causes  of  them,  it 
remains  to  state  what  circumstances  there  are  lo 
counterbalance  the  loss  on  that  aoooaoL 

These  circumstances  are  of  two  kinds. 

1.  Gain  by  exchange  in  the  sale  of  the  bills  dnvi 
by  the  Treasury  and  upon  the  higher  rate  of  inter 
est  on  the  credits  which  were  given  for  those  biSs, 
than  was  payable  oh  the  fimd  upon  whidi  tbef 
were  drawn. 

2.  Gain  by  exchange  on  the  payments  to  FVasee. 
According  to  my  calculation,  foanded  on  ti» 

best  information  extant,  the  real  par  of  the  metili 
between  the  United  States  and  Amsterdam,  makes 
a  current  guilder  equal  to  85  89-100  ninetieths  of 
a  dollar.  The  lowest  rate  which  has  been  obtaioej 
for  the  bills  has  been  86  4-11  ninetieths^  withsa 
allowance  of  sixty  days'  credit  wittioat  interest 
Making  a  deduction  for  the  interest  the  bSls  were 
still  sold  above  the  true  par.  In  some  instaoces 
they  have  been  sold  as  nigh  as  forty  cents  vsd 
seven  mills  per  guilder,  with  interest  for  the  wbde 
term  of  the  credit  given. 

The  rate  of  interest  for  the  credits  allowed  apOQ 
the  bills  was  six  per  cent,  the  mean  interest  piid 
upon  the  fund  five  per  cent  producing  ctmsequeoi- 
ly  a  gain  of  one  per  cent 

With  regard  to  the  payments  to  France,  if  tbe 
current  rate  of  exchange  between  Paris  and  ii&> 
sterdam  at  the  moment  of  each  remittance  or  psj- 
ment  were  to  govern,  a  large  profit  would  result 
to  the  United  States.  But  certain  equitable  coo- 
siderations  will  produce  deductk>ns,  whidi  vtll 
greatly  lessen  this  advantage ;  yet,  making  a  llbenl 
allowance  for  them,  there  is  ground  to  calcebte 
that  a  saving  may  be  made  in  this  particular,  mere 
than  sufficient  to  indemnify  for  the  loss  of  interest 
Hence,  any  positive  advantage  which  w31  hin 
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ten  otherwise  gained,  will  probably  be  nndimi« 
shed  by  that  eircamstance. 
I  proceed,  in  the  next  place,  to  state  the  views 
iiich  prevuiled  respecting  the  sams  that  ha?e  been 
>in  time  to  time  drawn  for;  the  purposes  they 
ive  hitherto  answered,  and  the  farther  advantages 
be  expected  from  the  measare. 
The  direct  object  of  all  the  sums  drawn  for  prior 

July,  1792,  was  the  purchase  of  the  Debt.  A 
Uateral  consideration,  which  operated  in  the  first 
ages  of  drawing,  has  also  been  mentioned.  It  has 
cewise  been  stated,  that  the  early  purchases  of  the 
Bbt  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  intitramentality  of  the 
nd  derived  from  the  Loans.  This  idea  shall  now 
)  explained. 

Two  mistakes  appear  to  have  influenced  the  im- 
'essions  which  have  been  entertained  in  relation, 
reetly,  or  indirectly,  to  this  subject 
1st  It  seems  to  have  been  all  along  forgotten, 
tat  a  considerable  part  of  the  duties  is  always 
itstinding,  on  account  of  the  credits  which  are 
iven;  whienee  the  assertion,  that  the  Sinking 
bnd  has  continually  overflowed  from  domestic 
saources. 

3d.  It  seems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted  that 
le  proceeds  of  the  Loans  have  remained  apart, 
iatinet  from  the  mass  of  the  money  in  the  Trea- 
ary;  while  in  truth  the  course  of  the  business 
Bs  been  to  tarn  them  over  to  the  Treasurer  by 
rarranta  as  they  have  been  received,  so  as  to  form 
part  of  the  aggregate,  from  time  to  time  appear- 
)g  in  his  hand  and  in  his  accounts.  The  banks 
ave  been  the  agents  employed  for  selling  the  bills, 
ometimes  warrants  on  account  have  issued  upon 
hem,  from  the  sums  accruing  from  the  sales,  at 
ther  times  the  warrants  have  been  deferred  till 
lie  whole  proceeds  of  any  parcel  have  been  re- 
eived,  and  the  accounts  of  the  Bank  settled  at 
he  Treasury,  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury  has 
Appened  to  render  the  one  or  the  other  most 
convenient 

The  Banks  of  North  America  and  New  York 
^ere  the  agents  for  the  sale  of  all  the  bills,  which 
rere  sold  prior  to  April,  1792,  amounting  to 
11^06,526  36.  Of  this  sum  9361,391  34  were 
^•^sed  over  to  the  Treasurer  in  1791;  $327,136  33 
n  March,  1799,  and  $140,000  in  June  following; 
ihe  residoe  having  remained  as  heretofore  stated,  iit 
lepssite  with  the  Bank  of  North  America,  upon  a 
ip^cial  consideration.  This  is  exclusive  of  certain 
nils  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Department  of 
state,  amounting  to  $78,766  67. 

The  remainder  of  the  bills  which  have  been  sold, 
wginning  in  April,  1793,  wore  sold  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  branches  at  New  York 
tnd  Baltimore.  The  accounts  of  the  sales  had  just 
heen  made  out  for  settlement,  when  the  present  in- 
quiry began,  but  warrants  had  not  yet  issued  for 
placing  the  proceeds  in  the  Treasury.  It  will  be 
femarked  that,  from  the  terms  of  credit  allowed, 
|hey  only  began  to  be  receivable  in  October  last; 
we  26th  day  of  which  month  the  first  return  made 
hy  the  Bank  shows  a  sum  of  $127,226  63  received ; 
And  that  the  collection  had  not  been  completed 
vhen  the  accounts  of  the  sales  were  rendered, 
^here  are  different  views  of  the  subject,  which 


will  enable  the  House  to  perceive  that  the  posses* 
sion  of  the  fund  in  question  was  necessary  to  en* 
able  the  Treasury  to  furnish  the  means  of  making 
all  the  purchases  which  were  made  prior  to  July, 
1792. 

It  is  true,  that  there  was  a  surplus  of  revenue  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1790,  equal  to  $1,374,666  40, 
which  was  sppropriated  to  puroliases  of  the  Debt ; 
and  from  the  credits  then  given  upon  the  duties, 
this  surplus  would  naturally  come  into  the  Treasury 
in  the  course  of  the  year  1791. 

But  the  Legislature,  foreseeing  that  the  revenue 
of  1791,  from  the  same  cause,  could  not  actually  be 
in  the  Treasury,  within  that  year,  to  fkce  the  appro* 
priations  upon  it,  (which  it  is  to  be  observed  were 
nearly  commensurate  with  the  fund,)  inserted  a 
clause  in  the  law,  appropriating  the  surplus  of  1790, 
to  the  purchase  of  the  Debt,  which  authorized  a 
reservation  of  so  much  of  that  surplus  as  miffht  be 
necessary  to  make  the  payments  of  interest  during 
1791,  in  case  of  a  deficiency  in  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury,  on  account  of  the  current  revenue  of  the 
year. 

It  will  appear  to  the  House,  upon  a  recurrence  to 
the  Treasurer's  quarterly  account,  ending  the  30th 
of  September,  1791,  that  the  balance  of  cash  then 
on  hand  was  $662,233  99. 

At  that  time  there  had  been  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, upon  warrants,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  bills 
drawn  upon  the  Foreign  Fund  $361,391  34.  Con. 
sequently,  the  balance  of  cash,  had  it  not  been  for 
that  auxiliary,  would  have  been  only  $300,842  66, 
considering  the  whole  balance  in  the  Treasury 
as  representing  an  equal  sum  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  bills. 

Even  in  a  time  of  complete  peace,  in  a  country 
where  a  small  extent  of  moneyed  capital  forbids 
a  reHanoe  upon  large  pecuniary  aids  to  be  sudden* 
ly  obtained,  a  prudent  administrator  of  the  finances 
could  not  ftel  entirely  at  ease,  with  a  less  sum  at 
all  times  in  the  certain  command  of  the  Treasury, 
than  $600,000,  for  meeting  current  demands  and 
extra  exigencies,  which,  in  the  affairs  of  a  nation, 
are  every  moment  to  be  expected  But  with  a 
war  actually  on  hand,  and  a  possibility  of  its  ex- 
tension to  a  more  serious  lengtii,  he  would  be  in- 
excusable, in  leaving  himself  with  a  less  sum  at 
command;  unless  from  an  impracticability  of  do- 
ing otherwise.  It  would  be  always  his  du(y  to 
combine  two  considerations — the  chance  of  extra 
calls  for  money,  and  a  possibility  of  some  failure  in 
the  receipts  which  were  expected.  Derangements 
of  various  kinds  may  happen  in  the  commercial 
circle,  capable  of  interrupting  for  a  time  the  punc- 
tual course  of  payments  to  the  Treasury.  It  is 
necessary  to  a  certain  extent  to  be  prepared  for  such 
casnalties. 

But  during  the  year  1791,  there  was  a  circum- 
stance which  operated  as  an  additional  reason  for 
keeping  a  respectable  sum  always  on  hand.  The 
Loans  of  the  Domestic  Debt  were  going  on  till  the 
last  of  September  of  that  year,  while  at  the  same 
time,  the  interest  was  in  a  course  of  payment  It 
was,  therefore,  always  uncertain  what  sum  would 
be  payable  at  the  end  of  a  quarter ;  this  depending 
on  the  eaivemeas  or  backwardness  of  the  poblio 


1281 


APPENDIX. 


123J 


Loan9. 


creditors  in  brining  forward  their  subscriptions, 
or  their  claims  as  non^nubscribers.  The  omissions, 
at  the  end  of  a  preceding  quarter,  might  be  expect- 
ed to  fall  on  a  subsequent  one,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  be  prepared  for  that  possibility ;  of  course 
to  keep  in  band  a  larger  sum  for  contingent  de- 
mands. This  necessity  extended  to  the  termination 
of  the  period  for  receiving  subscriptions,  because 
tlte  Treasury  was  to  be  prepared  on  the  supposition 
that  the  whole  of  the  Domestic  Debt  would  then  be 
in  a  state  to  receive  interest  either,  as  subscribed  or 
unsubscribed.  But  this  did  not  in  fact  happen. 
A  part  of  the  sums  which  were  presented  were 
crowded  into  the  last  days  of  the  quarter,  and  were 
too  late  for  a  dividend.  A  considerable  sum  re- 
mained ultimately  in  a  form,  which,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  provision,  did  not  entitle  it  to  in- 
terest, either  as  subscribed  or  as  unsubscribed 
Debt. 

Hence  the  cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1791,  was  by  a  considerable  sum  greater 
than  was  to  have  been  counted  upon  or  than  might 
have  happened. 

The  conclusion  which  results  from  the  foregoing 
observations  is  this,  that  the  purchases  which  pre- 
ceded the  1st  of  October,  1791,  and  which  amount- 
ed to  $699,984  23  in  specie,  could  not  have  been 
hazarded,  but  for  the  aia  of  the  sums  which  had  ac- 
tually accrued  from  the  proceeds  of  the  bills  and 
the  expectation  of  those  which  were  to  accrue  from 
the  yet  uncollected  proceeds  of  others. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  aid,  the  Treasury  would 
have  been  left  more  bare  than  was  consistent  with 
the  security  of  public  credit  and  the  certain  execu- 
tion of  the  public  service. 

There  is,  however,  a  later  period  in  the  state  of 
the  Treasury,  which  will  more  completely  illustrate 
the  idea  intended  to  be  established.  Tins  is  the  3d 
of  July,  1792. 

On  that  day,  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury, 
comprehending  the  deposites  in  all  the  Banks,  and 
including  a  sum  of  $'200,000,  received  on  Loan  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  together  with  a  sum 
of  $220,900  in  bills  drawn  upon  Domestic  Funds, 
the  proceeds  of  which  had  not  been  received,  waa 
$623,133  61. 

Prior  to  this  period  a  further  sum  of  $545,902  89 
arising  from  the  sales  of  Foreign  bills  had  been 
phiced  in  the  Treasury,  by  warrants,  making  with 
the  former  sums  placed  there  from  the  same  source, 
$907,294  23. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  auxiliary,  and  that  of 
the  Loan  from  the  Bank,  the  Treasury  would  then 
have  been  in  arrear  $484,160  62.  It  therefore, 
necessarily  follows,  that  fur  the  purchases  to  that 
period,  which  amounted  in  specie  to  $942,672  54,  at 
it'OHt  $484,160  62  must  have  come  from  the  Foreign 
Fund 

But  when  it  is  considered,  for  the  reasons  which 
have  been  stated,  and  which  will  hereaiter  be  for- 
tified by  others,  tendiuff,  as  I  conceive,  to  give 
them  conclusive  force,  that  the  sum  in  the  Trea- 
sury at  the  period  in  question  was  barely  what 
ought  to  have  been  there  for  safety,  and  for  a  due 
supply  of  current  demands ;  it  will  follow  that  the 
whole  or^nearly  the  whole  of  the  purchases  which 


were  made  previous  to  July,1792,  were  oiade  bj  the 
means  or  instrumentality  of  the  Foreign  Food. 

A  similar  view,  extended  to  the  snbaeqnei:! 
quarter,  will  exhibit  this  point  iu  a  atiU  clearer 
light.  The  balance  then  in  the  Tieasury,  inelcdicf 
a  further  Loan  from  the  Bank  of  $100,000,  vu 
only  $430,914  51. 

What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  became  of  the  sax- 
plus  of  revenue  to  the  end  of  1790?  What  vis 
the  ofiBce  performed  by  tliat  fund  during  the  period 
in  question  ? 

The  answer  is,  that  it  served  exactly  tbe  pur- 
pose which  was  anticipated  by  the  LegiaUtvre.  k 
came  in  aid  of  the  current  receipts  tot  satisfna^ 
the  current  expenditures  of  1791,  with  partiesdr 
reference  to  the  interest  of  the  Debt.  Th»  «bl 
easily  be  comprehended  when  it  is  recollected  tks 
the  appropriations  made  during  1791,  upon  the  le- 
venues  of  that  year,  and  some  small  sorpliis&cs  eC 
antecedent  appropriations,  amounted  to  three  mti- 
lion  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thonaAod  aad 
fifty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents ;  that  d» 
revenues  themselves  amounted  to  no  more  tbia 
$3,553,195  18 ;  and  that  at  the  end  of  1791,  tbe» 
were  outstanding  in  bonds  for  the  duties  on  impor.^ 
besides  the  chief  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  datis 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  tbei 
also  uncollected,  $1328,369  38. 

On  this  point  likewise,  of  the  surplus  <^  re* 
venue  to  the  end  of  1790,  it  is  presumable  a  aid- 
apprehension  has  been  entertained.  It  seems  u> 
have  been  supposed,  that  that  surplus,  ss  well  u 
the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  Fund,  baye  been  kepK 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  common  mass  of  toe 
moneys  appearing  from  time  to  time  to  be  in  tbe 
Treasury.  It  has  been  already  observed,  that  tk» 
waa  not  the  case  with  regard  to  the  Foreiffn  Fani 
It  is  now  proper  to  add,  that  it  has  not  been  tb 
case,  either,  with  regard  to  the  auiplus  in  quesuos. 
That  surplus,  as  received  by  the  Collectors  of  ibe 
Customs,  has  regularly  passed  into  the  Treasuyt 
and  appears  in  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  Trea- 
surer for  the  periods  to  which  tliey  relate. 

It  is  the  course  of  the  Treasury,  resultiog  iroo 
the  constitution  of  the  Department,  for  all  mooeTi 
from  whatever  source  to  be  brought  into  it,  t» 
constitute  an  aggregate,  subject  to  Uie  dispositioBi 
prescribed  by  law.  The  moneys  to  be  emplofed 
in  the  Sinking  Fund  have  consequently  only  beea 
separated,  as  they  liave  been  called  for,  for  actiul 
investment  The  only  exception  to  thia^  i«laie» 
to  that  part  of  the  Sinking  Fund  which  is  ciett«d 
by  the  interest  of  the  Debt  purchased.  Tbik  bs 
been  included  in  the  quarterly  dividends,  and  co- 
vered by  the  warrants,  in  favor  of  the  eashien  of 
the  Banks  for  paving  those  dividends,  after  whkk, 
they  have  passed  into  a  distinct  account,  in  the 
books  of  the  Bank  opened  with  Samuel  Meredi4 
as  affent  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Siokio; 
Fun£ 

To  the  foregoing  representation,  it  may  seem  >■ 
objection  that  tlie  purchases  to  the  end  of  1791,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  carried  to  the  account  of  thd»v* 
plus  at  the  end  of  1790. 

The  ultimate  form  which  it  has  been  jndg«i 
convenient  to  give  to  the  transaction  in  tbe  aoccaou 
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of  the  Treasury,  cannot  change  what  was  truly 
the  course  of  facts.  The  proceeds  of  the  above 
mentioned  surplus  and  of  the  Foreign  Loans  formed 
together  the  fund  for  purchases.  In  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasury,  the  thing  was  susceptible  of  yari- 
OQS  modifications  at  pleasure.  The  two  parts  of 
the  fund  might  have  been  united  in  one  account, 
or  divided  into  distinct  accounts.  Being  separated, 
moneys  issued  for  purchases  might  have  been 
legally  carried  to  either  of  them. 

It  was  judged  most  advisable,  in  the  forms  of 
the  Treasury,  to  place  the  purchases  to  the  end  of 
1791,  to  the  account  of  the  Domestic  Fund,  be- 
cause it  was  calculated  to  give  greater  latitude  and 
energy  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  Had  not  this  course 
been  pursued,  the  business  would  have  taken  the 
following  shape :  the  Foreign  Fund  to  the  extent  of 
the  purchases,  would  have  been  exhausted — the 
whole,  or  the  greater  part  of  the  surplus  of  1790, 
would  have  continued  wrapt  up  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  1791,  not  liable  to  be  liberated,  till  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  should  yield  a  correspon- 
dent surplus  beyond  tne  actual  disbursements— 
which  could  not  have  been  the  case,  while  the  war 
with  the  Indians  continues  to  call  for  extraordinary 
expenditures 

From  the  form  into  which*  the  thing  has  been 
thrown,  the  Foreign  Fund  has  been  set  free  to  be 
applied  to  further  purchases ;  and  a  necessity  pro- 
duced of  anticipating  the  outstanding  duties,  by 
temporary  Loans  for  the  current  service. 

I  trust  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  course 
pursued  was  regular,  and  within  the  discretion  of 
the  Department  I  hope,  also,  that  it  will  appear 
to  the  House  to  have  been  the  most  eligible.  The 
expediency  of  giving  the  earliest  and  greatest  pos- 
sible extent  and  activity  to  whatever  concerns  the 
Sinking  Fund,  will,  it  is  presumed,  unite  all  opin- 
ions. 

What  has  been  said  hitherto  respecting  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Foreign  Fund  is  applicable  only  to 
that  part  of  it  which  was  drawn  for  prior  to  April, 
1792 ;  the  residue  standing  in  a  different  situation, 
and  requiring  a  separate  examination. 

From  the  statement  which  has  been  given,  it 
may  be  perceived  that  the  fund  in  question  has 
neither  been  idle  nor  useless^  A  confirmation  of 
this  will  be  found  in  the  following  details. 

The  whole  sum  successively  received  on  ac- 
count of  Amsterdam  bills,  up  to  the  17th  of  Au- 
gust, 1791,  was  $361,891  Si.  The  amount  of  the 
moneys  invested  in  purchases,  prior  to  that  day, 
was  $350,000,  chiefly  by  anticipation  of  those  re- 
ceipts. 

The  whole  sum  successively  received  on  ac- 
count of  Amsterdam  bills,  from  August  17,  1791, 
to  March  1,  1792,  was  $408,722  69.  The  amount 
of  the  moneys  invested  in  purchases  between  those 
periods,  was  $a49,984  23;  chiefly  in  the  month 
of  September,  and  by  anticipation  of  those  re- 
ceipts. 

The  whole  sum  successively  received  on  account 
of  Amsterdam  bills,  subsequent  to  the  first  of 
March,  and  prior  to  July,  1792,  was  $235,412  38. 
The  amount  of  the  moneys  invested  in  purchases 
between  those  periods,  was  $242,688  81. 


It  was  sUted  in  my  first  letter,  that  $177,998  80, 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  bills  were  left  in 
deposite  with  the  Bank  of  North  America ;  and  in 
a  note  upon  statement  B,  accompanying  that  letter, 
the  occasion  of  it  was  shown  to  be  an  advance 
without  interest,  made  by  that  Bank,  for  the  use 
of  the  Department  of  War ;  which  could  not  yet  be 
covered,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt  still  remaining 
whether  the  fund  appropriated  for  satisfying  that 
object  was  adequate  to  it ;  the  sufficiency  of  that 
fund  depending  in  part  on  certain  unexpended 
residues  of  antecedent  appropriations,  which  it  was 
expected  would  not  be  finally  necessary  for  satisfy- 
ing the  purposes  of  those  appropriations. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  delay  of  the  em- 
ployment of  this  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Fo- 
reign Fund,  has  been  compensated  by  a  saving  of 
interest  on  the  sum  advanced  by  the  Bank,  which 
otherwise  must  have  been  procured  upon  a  Loan, 
with  an  allowance  of  interest,  probably,  at  the 
time  of  the  advance,  at  a  rate  of  six  per  cent ;  so 
that  even  in  this  particular,  the  fund,  though  tem- 
porarily suspended  from  its  destination,  has  not 
been  idle  or  tmproductive.  I  reserve  for  another 
place  some  additional  observations  and  statements, 
which  will  be  calculated  to  show  that  opportuni- 
ties of  investing  the  moneys  at  any  time  on  hand, 
applicable  to  purchases  of  the  Debt,  were  not 
suffered  to  pass  unimproved ;  and  that  as  much  in 
this  respect  was  done,  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  state  of  the  market  would  permit 

It  has  been  said,  that  a  distinct  examination 
would  be  proper  with  regard  to  the  bills  which 
have  been  drawn  upon  the  Foreign  Fund,  subse- 
quent to  March,  1792.  I  proceed  now  to  this  ex- 
amination. 

The  expediency  of  what  has  been  in  this  respect 
done,  seems  to  have  been  called  in  question,  under 
a  suggestion  that  an  application  of  the  fund  to  pur- 
chases had.  ceased  to  be  advantageous. 

The  drawing  of  these  bills  has  been,  at  diflferent 
periods,  influenced  by  various  considerations.  A 
leading  motive  was  always  the  purchase  of  the 
Debt ;  and  a  correct  view  of  the  subject  will,  I 
doubt  not,  satisfy  the  House,  that  the  measure  was 
recommended  by  an  adequate  prospect  of  advan- 
tage.    , 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  all  these  drafts  were 
predicated  upon  the  two  four  per  cent  Loans ;  be- 
mg,  as  already  stated,  real  four-and-a-half  per  cent 
Lmus. 

There  was  good  ground  to  presume  that  oppor- 
tunities would  be  found  of  investing  the  moneys 
drawn  for  in  purchases  which  would  yield  at  least 
five  per  cent,  with  a  possibility  of  doing  still  bet- 
ter. The  difference  of  half  per  cent  was  alone  an 
object  of  importance;  but  it  would  be  coupled 
with  the  further  benefit  of  reducing  a  principal 
sum  materially  exceeding  the  sum  invested.  When 
the  three  per  cents,  are  purchased  at  twelve  shil- 
lings in  the  pound,  there  is  not  only  a  redemption 
of  an  annuity  of  five  per  cent,  but  a  sinking  of  a 
capital  of  twenty  shillings  for  twelve.  And  though 
this  might  not  be  material  if  the  market  rate  of 
interest  should  never  fall  below  five,  because  in 
that  case  the  three  per  cents,  might  always  be 
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purchased  at  the  same  rate ;  yet  if  it  should  at  any 
time  happen  that  interest  fell  below  five,  it  would 
be  a  gain  to  the  Government  to  have  purchased  at 
five,  in  exact  proportion  to  the  difference  between 
five  and  the  then  market  rate.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  three  per  cents,  have  generally  a  value  in  the 
market  more  than  proportioned  to  the  income  they 
produce,  which  arises  from  the  capacity  of  the 
capital  to  appreciate  even  to  par. 

These  observations  are,  also,  for  the  most  part, 
applicable  to  the  deferred,  with  this  circumstance 
in  addition,  that  when  interest  begins  to  be  pay- 
able on  that  species  of  stock,  the  money  invested, 
and  which  in  the  mean  time  would  have  produced 
five,  would  then  begin  to  produce  to  the  Govern- 
ment six  per  cent,  with  the  advantage  of  having 
anticipated  the  redemption  of  a  species  of  stock  of 
Hght  only  gradually  redeemable.  Combining  these 
considerations,  it  appears  to  be  clearly  and  even 
eminently  for  the  interest  of  the  Government  to 
purchase  within  the  limits  suggested,  with  a  fund 
which  does  not  cost  more  than  four-and-a-half  per 
cent 

That  this  was  the  view  of  the  subject  which 
governed,  is  deducible,  not  only  from  the  circum- 
stances of  the  fact,  but  fi*om  my  letter  of  the  2d  of 
April,  1792,  to  Mr.  Shorty  announcing  my  intention 
Co  draw,  in  which  I  assign,  as  the  ground  of  that 
intention,  '*  that  I  considered  it  for  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  prosecute  purchases  of  the 
Public  Debt,  with  moneys  borrowed  on  the  terms 
of  the  last  Loan  ;**  meanmg  the  Loan  of  the  Ist  of 
January,  1792,  at  four  per  cent 

If  the  event  be  taken  as  a  criterion,  the  antici^ 
pation  will  be  more  than  justified ;  the  present 
juncture  offering  an  opportunity  for  purchases 
peculiarly  advantageous. 

But,  without  insisting  on  a  state  of  things  occa- 
sioned by  extraordinary  circumstances,  it  was 
morally  certain  that  the  common  course  of  events 
would  render  the  operation  a  beneficial  one.  And 
it  would  not  argue  peculiar  foresight  if  a  calcula- 
tion was  even  made  on  the  effect  which  the  situa- 
tion and  probable  progress  of  affiiirs  in  Europe 
might  produce  upon  our  market  A  pretty  general 
war  there,  by  extending  the  demand  for  money, 
would  natunuly  divert  from  our  stocks  a  portion 
of  what  mi^ht  otherwise  be  employed  upon  them, 
and  affect  miuriously  their  prices.  It  is  also  a  fa- 
miliar fact,  that  during  the  winter,  in  this  country, 
there  is  always  a  scarcity  of  money  in  the  towns ; 
a  circumstance  calculated  to  damp  the  prices  of 
stock. 

A  consideration  which  collaterally  influenced  the 
drawing  of  the  latter  bills,  was  the  situation  of  the 
French  Colony  of  St  Domingo. 

This  not  only  produced  an  early  application  for 
a  considerable  advance,  which  was  promised,  but 
it  was  to  be  foreseen  that  still  fiirther  aids  would 
be  indispensable. 

Indeed,  sundry  letters  from  Air.  Short — the  first 
dated  at  Paris,  the  28th  of  December,  1791— an- 
nounced the  daily  probability  of  an  arrangement, 
requiring  an  advance  here  of  $800,000,  for  the  use 
of  that  Colony.  A  sum  of  four  millions  of  livres 
has  in  fact  been  successively  stipulated  for  that 


object,  the  greatest  part  of  which  has  been  acta- 
ally  furnished. 

It  is  known  that  th^se  supplies  could  proceed 
from  no  other  source  than  the  Foreign  Fund. 

The  payment  to  the  foreign  officers  of  near  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  by  which  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent  would  be  released,  was  another  ob- 
ject for  which  provision  was  to  be  made  oat  of  the 
same  fhnd. 

These  several,  purposes  conspired,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  purchasing  the  Debt,  to  induce  the  btitode 
of  drawmg  which  took  place. 

But  there  was  still  a  farther  inducement,  irhidi 
came  in  aid  of  the  others.  The  time  for  rem- 
bursing  the  first  instalment  of  the  two  millions  (tf 
dollars  due  to  the  Bank,  was  approaching,  vhtc, 
by  positive  stipulation,  the  Government  woald 
have  to  pay  two  hundred  thousand  dollarss  for 
which  there  was  no  Domestic  Fund  that  could  be 
spared  from  the  current  exigencies.  I  thougl^  it 
incumbent  upon  this  Department  to  have  an  ejeto 
placing  within  the  reach  of  the  Legislature  the 
means  of  fulfilling  this  engagement ;  the  object  of 
which  bore  a  strict  analogy  to  that  for  which  the 
two  millions,  authorized  by  the  aCt  making  pro- 
vision for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  were 
to  be  borrowed. 

I  did  not  even  scruple  to  take  into  the  caknb- 
iion,  that  if,  from  the  extent  of  the  drafb  upon  the 
Foreign  Fund,  there  should  happen  to  be  found  oo 
hand  a  larger  sum  than  was  necessary  for,  or 
could  be  advantageously  employed  towards,  ^ 
several  purposes  which  were  the  immediate  tod 
direct  objects/ of  the  operation,  the  surplus  would 
facilitate  to  the  (Government  a  measure  manifestlr 
and  unequivocally  beneficial — an  additional  pay- 
ment to  the  Bank,  on  account  of  a  Debt,  opoo 
which  an  annual  interest  of  six  p^  cent  was  ptj- 
able;  a  measure  by  which  a  certain  saving  of  one 
per  cent  to  the  extent  of  the  payment  that  migbt 
be  made  would  be  accomplished. 

The  possibility  of  this  application  of  the  fond, 
afforded  a  perfect  assurance  that  the  public  inte- 
rest could  in  no  event  fidl  to  be  promoted. 

I  felt  myself  more  at  liberty  to  do  it,  because  is 
did  not  interfere  with  a  complete  fulfilment  of  the 
public  engagements  in  regard  to  the  Foreign  Debt 
It  could  be  done  consistently  with  a  full  reiDlba^G^ 
ment  of  all  arrears  and  instalments  whidi  had  l^ 
crued  on  account  of  that  Debt 

The  detail  which  has  been  given  comprehends  i 
full  exposition  of  the  views  and  motives  that  bite 
regulated  the  conduct  of  this  Department  in  rela- 
tion to  those  parts  qf  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreiga 
Loans  which  have  been  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  except  as  to  the  last  sum  of  one  milfioo  tvo 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  five  bandwd 
florins,  directed  to  be  drawn  for  on  the  SOth  of 
November  last ;  in  regard  to  which,  circumstanees 
of  a  special  nature  co-operated,  as  is  explained  in  a 
note  upon  the  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  26th  of  that 
month,  to  Mr.  Short,  forming  a  part  of  the  commo- 
nication  herewith  made  by  order  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

The  House  will  perceive  that  the  variety  of 
matter  comprised  in  this  letter,  haa  not  been  cd- 
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kcted  and  digested  into  its  present  form  without 
much  labor,  and  unavoidable  expense  of  time.  I 
trust  thej  will  be  sensible  that  no  delay  has  been 
nnnecesaarilj  incurred.  It  is  certain  that  I  have 
made  every  exertion  in  my  power,  at  the  hasard 
of  my  health,  to  comply  witn  the  reqjuisitions  of 
the  House  as  early  as  possible ;  and  it  has  even 
been  done  with  more  expedition  than  was  desira- 
ble to  secure  the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  commu- 
nication. 

Yet  I  have  still  to  regret  that  some  part  of  the 
subject  must  remain  to  be  presented  in  a  subse- 
quent letter.  To  lessen,  however,  the  inconve- 
nience of  this  further  delay,  I  shall  transmit,  with 
the  present  letter,  the  statements  required  by  the 
first  and  second  of  the  resolutions  of  the  23d  of 


January,  which  will  b^  found  in  the  sohedulet 
herewith  marked  No.  I  to  V ;  those  required  by 
the  last  of  the  resolutions  have  been  already  for- 
warded. 

There*  remain,  however,  some  particnlars  to 
complete  the  information  contemplated  by  those 
resolutions,  that  must  be  reserved  for  another 
communication.  This  I  may  venture  to  assure  the 
House  will  not  be  deferred  beyond  the  present,  or 
at  least  the  first  day  of  the  ensninff  we^. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  thenonor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secrdary  of  the  Treoiwy. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 

of  the  House  of  Bepre$entaHve$, 


No.  L — A  Statement  of  the  Appropriation  for  reducing  the  PubUe  Debt,  eonetiiuted  hy  the  act  of  Con- 

greee,  paeeed  on  the  \2ih  day  ofAuyud,  1790. 

To  the  surplus  of  the  products  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1790, 
after  reserving  a  sufficient  sum  from  said  products  to  satisfy  the  appropriations  made  during  the  first 
and  second  sessions  of  Congress,  as  ascertained  at  the  Treasury    ...  1,874,656  40 
1790.  ' 
Dec    15.  Bj  warrant  No.  776,  on  the  Treasurer,  in  his  favor,  to  be  applied  in  pur- 
chases of  the  Public  Debt          ......  20(i,000  00 

1791. 

Jan.    26.  By  warrant  No.  856,                         do.                          do.                  do.  50,000  09 

Feb.      5.  By        do.          869,  on  the  Treasurer,  in  favor  of  B.  Lincoln,             do.  50,000  00 

By        do.          870,            do.               in  favor  of  Wm.  Heth,             do.  50,000  00 

Sept  30.  Bj        do.        1265,            do.                in  his  favor,                               do.  149,984  28 

By        do.        1266,           do.               in  fiivor  of  Wm.  Seton,            do.  200,000  00 

1792. 

Mar.   81.  By        do.        1605,            do.               in  his  favor,                              do.  28,915  52 

Jane  80.  By        do.        1864,           do.               in  his  favor,                               do.  62,678  90 

By        do.        1867,           do.               in  Ikvor  of  Wnu  Seton,             do.  151,098  89 

Dec    29.  Bj        do.        2828,           do.               in  his  favor,                               do.  15,098  11 

967,770  65 
Balance,  being  the  difference  betweea  the  sorplns  of  duties  appropriated  and  the 
ram  drawn  therefrom        ........  406,885  75 

$1,874,656  40 

A.  HAMHiTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
Teeasukt  Department^  February  IS,  1798. 


No.  11.—^  Statement  of  the  application  of  the  funds  drawn  on  the  appropriation  of  the  surplue  ^duties 

to  the  end  of  the  year  1190,  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt. 

To  appropriations  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  constituted  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
12th  day  of  August,  1790,  for  the  amount  drawn  from  said  appropriation  by  waxvants  en  the  Treasurer, 
from  December  15th,  1790,  to  December  29th,  1792,  viz. : 

1790.  Dec.  15.  No.    776,  in  favor  of  Samuel  Meredith,  to  be  applied  in  purchases 

_  of  the  Public  Debt 200,000  00 

1791.  Jan.   26.  No.    856,  in  fiivor  of  Samuel  Meredith,  ditto  •  50,000  00 
Feb.     5.  No.    869,  in  favor  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,                 ditto                   -  50,000  00 

870,  in  favor  of  Wm.  Heth,  ditto  -  50,000  00 

Sept  80.  No.  1265,  in  favor  of  S.  Meredith,  ditto  -  149,984  28 

_                             1266,  in  flavor  of  Wm.  Seton,  ditto  -  200,000  00 

1792.  Mar.  81.  No.  1605,  in  favor  of  S.  Meredith,  ditto  -  28,915  62 
Jane  SO.  No.  1864,  in  favor  of  S.  Meredith,  ditto  -  62,678  90 

1867,  in  favor  of  Wm.  Seton,  ditto  -  151,098  89 
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1792.  Dec  29.  No.  2829,  in  faTor  of  S.  Mereditht  to  be  applied  in  pnrohaBee  of  the 

Public  Debt 16,098  11 


967,770  65 


To  this  flum,  inyested  in  purchases  by  Benjamin  Lincoln,  being  in  part  of  a  sum  of 
interest  received  by  him  on  stock  purchMed  .....  5  51 

$957,776  15 

By  Samuel  Meredith's  account  of  purchases  to  the  7th.  day  of  December,  1790,  as      ^ 

reported  to  Congress  by  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  on  the 
2l8t  day  of  December,  1790  ...--..  150,289  H 

By  sundry  purchases  reported  by  said  Comnussioneni  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  day  of 

November,  1791,  viz. : 
By  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  7th  Dec.  1790,  to  19th  Sept  1791       -     248,984  71 
By  William  Seton,  from  the  i9th  August,  1791,  to  12th  Sept  1791    -     200,000  00 
By  William  Hetb,  from  the  24th  Feb.  1791.  to  2d  April,  1791  -       49,034  09 

By  Benjamin  Lincoln,  from  the  22d  Feb.  1791,  to  3d  March,  1791      -       60,005  51 

548,924  SI 

By  interest  from  January  1st,  to  July  Ist,  1791,  on  stock  purchased  by  Samuel 

Meredith,  in  August  and  September,  1791  .  .  -  -  .  760  2S 

By  sundry  expenses  attending  purchases  of  Public  Debt,  charged  by  William  Heth, 

and  admitted  to  his  credit  -  -  -  -  -  •  -  4  Jo 

By  sundry  purchases  reported  by  said  Commissioners  to  Congress,  on  the  17th  day 
ofNoi 


iby ember,  1792,  riz. : 

By  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  21st  March  to  25th  April,  1792  -       91,589  42 

By  William  Seton,  from  2d  to  the  l7th  April,  1792    -  -  -     151,098  89 


242,688  31 


By  purchases  by  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  15th  to  the  22d  December,  1792,  as 
per  account  settled  at  the  Treasury  ......  15,098  11 

By  balance,  being  money^  remaining  in  the  hands  of  William  Heth,  of  the  sum  ad- 
vanced to  him  for  making  purchMcs,  and  for  which  he  is  accountable       -  -  61  76 

$957,776  16 


A.  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
Tbeasubt  Depa&tmekt,  February  18, 1793. 


No.  HI. — Statement  of  the  application  of  the  Fund  constituted  by  the  act  of  Qmyress,  paeeed  on  tke 

8th  of  May,  1192,  for  reducing  the  Public  Debt,  arising  from  the  interest  on  the  sums  of  said  Debt 

purchased,  redeemed,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  united  States. 

1791.  April      1.  To  interest  due  this  day,  on  the  stock  purchased         ...         4,280  63 

July        1.  To        do  do.     .  •  -  -  •         5,013  0^ 

9,243  63 


To  bahince        -......-         9,243  65 

October  1.  To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  purchased  ...         8,635  16 

1792.  January  1.  To        do.  do     -  -  -  -  -         6,989  01 

24.867  84 


To  balance -       24,867  84 

April      1.  To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  purchased  -  -  -         6,989  01 

To  interest  due  this  day  on  part  of  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  land  on  Lake  Erie,  purchased 
from  the  United  States         ......  48  63 

July        1.  To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  purchased     •  .  .  -         9,888  76 

To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  paid  as  above,  for  land  on  Lake 

Erie  ...      ^  ...  .  4863 

To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  account 

of  the  commutation  of  Willis  Wilson  -  -  -  -  137  30 

41,470  17 
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792.  July        1.    To  balance        .-----.- 
October  1.    To  interest  dae  this  day  on  the  stock  purchased  ... 

To  interest  due  this  day  on  the  stock  paid  as  above,  for  land  on  Lake 

Erie  ----.-.- 

To  interest  due  this  da^  on  the  stock  paid  as  aboTe,  on  account  of  the 

commutation  of  Willis  Wilson  .  .  .  .  • 

1793.  Janoaiy  1.    To    do,  do.    on  the  stock  purchased     -  -  - 

To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  paid  as  above,  for  land  on  Lake  Erie 

To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  paid  as  above,  on  account  of  the 

commutation  of  Willis  Wilson  -  -  -  -  -  21  21 

To    do.  do.    on  the  stock  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  John 

Hopkins,  for  a  balance  due  from  oim  in  indents  of  interest  -         169  44 

$60,555  95 


41,470  17 
9,866  24 

48  68 

21  21 

a»420  42 

48  68 

1791.  July        1.    By  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  Public 

Debt,  deposited,  as  follows : 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America  .....       8,711  97 

In  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts       -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -         681  68 

$9,248  65 

1792.  January  1.    By  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  Public 

Debt,  deposited  as  follows : 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America  .....     28,880  87 

In  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts       -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  581  68 

In  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  New 

York 606  79 


24,867  84 


1792.  July        1.    By  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  Public 

Debt,  deposited  as  follows : 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America  .....     28,88080 

In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States         -  -  -  -  -     17,689  80 


41,470  17 


By  purchases  made  by  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  d9th  to  the  81st  of  October, 
1792,  as  reported  to  Congress  by  the  Commissioners  for  reducing  the  Public 
Debt,  on  the  17th  of  November,  1792 25,969  96 

By  purchases  made  by  Samuel  Meredith,  from  the  17th  to  the  26th  January,  1798, 

inclusive,  agreeably  to  his  account  rendered  to  the  Treasury        ...     84,585  99 

$60,655  95 
Note. — ^Interest  stated  per  contra,  remained  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  until  expended. 


BSMARKS. 

In  addition  to  the  sums  received  as  within  stated,  there  remain  to  be  received  from  the  following 
persons,  balances  found  to  be  due  from  them  on  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  at  the  Treasury,  viz : 
From  William  Heth,  for  interest  received  on  stock  purchased  by  him  -  -        $658  88 

From  Benjamin  Lincoln,  for  interest  received  on  stock  purchased  by  him       -  -        ^154  49 

From  Benjamin  Lincoln,  for  interest  struck  on  stock  purchased  by  him*  stated  in  his 
name  in  dividend  accounts  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, now  transferred  to  the  books  of  the  Treasury  among  unclaimed  divi- 
dends -..-..-...  868  66 

The  fund  is  likewise  liable  to  receive  additions  of  interest  on  the  following  sums  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  upon  which  no  dividend  has  yet  been  struck,  viz : 
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On  85,082  08  unfunded  stock,  reoeiyed  from  the  State  of  Pennsylyftnia  for  land  on  Lake  &ie. 

On  1,356  87  received  from  Jonathan  Burrall,  which  had  been  paid  to  him  on  a  baUmce  due  in  the 
Coromissaiy  Department 

These  sums  at  present,  stand  on  the  books  of  the  Treasuiy  in  the  name  of  Samuel  Meredith,  Tro- 
surer  of  the  United  States,  in  trust  for  the  United  States. 

Also,  for  the  interest  on  the  Debt  due  to  foreign  officers,  now  in  a  course  of  redemption. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  th$  TVMiiiry. 
Tabasuby  DEPABTKBirr,  Pdfruary  18, 1798. 


No.  IV. — Qua/rterly^  statement  of  CaiSi  in  the  hande  of  the  IVeaturer  of  ike  United  Staiee  fir  Hi 

year  1791. 

Balance  of  cash  in  my  hands  the  80th  June,  1791,  see  below        ....  $588,6S8  U 
Balance  of  cash  in  the  Bank  of  North  America     -  -  -  .       428,200  17 

do.  •  New  York 

do.  Massachusetts 

Cash  paid  on  account  of  contingent  expenses 
Theodosius  Fowler  and  Co.'s  note* 


92,680  77 

2.266  76 

490  64 

10,000  00 


588.688  S4 


From  the  let  of  January  to  the  SOth  ofJune^  two  guartere. 

Balance  of  cash  in  my  hands  the  80th  September,  1791,  see  below  -  -  '         -     622,288  99 

cash  in  the  Bank  of  North  America      -       .    -  -  -       186,880  88 

do.  New  York  -  .  -  -       465,926  94 

do.  Maryland  -  -  •  -         81,891  78 

do.  Massachusetts        ....         28,084  89 

. 622,233  99 


Balance  of  cash  in  my  hands  the  8l8t  December,  1791,  see  below  ...     953,863  73 

cash  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  -  -  -        188,000  00 

do.  North  America  -  •  «        471,972  28 

do.  New  York  -  .  ^        224,677  85 

do.  Massachusetts  .  .  ,.  65,578  23 

do.  Maryland         -  -  -  -  50,665  20 

do.  Providence      ....  7,969  61 

958.862  75 


The  previous  sickness,  and  afterwards  the  death  of  Mr.  Eveleigh,  the  late  Comptroller,^which  hap- 
pened on  the  15th  of  April,  1791,  occasioned  an  accommodation  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  Bank  of  North  America,  with  respect  to  a  number  of  warrants  which  were  not  counter- 
signed, the  Bank  agreeing  to  pay  them  and  retain  them  in  its  possession  till  the  appointment  of  a 
Comptroller,  when  they  could  be  regularly  countersigned  and  charged  to  my  account  This  caused 
an  agreement  with  the  Comptroller,  that  the  two  first  quarters  of  Uie  year  1791  might  be  included  ia 
one  account,  in  order  that  the  different  offices  in  the  Treasury  Department  should  correspond  in  their 
balances. 

SAMUEL  Ml&REDITH,  Treasurer  qf^  Untied  SUUa 

Tbbasubt  or  the  United  States. 
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Trbasurt  Depabtment,  February  13, 17$S. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  founded  upon  the  reqaestsexh 
tained  in  two  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  28d  of  January  last,  I  hare  the  hfiaor 
to  lay  before  tl\e  House— 

1.  The  several  papers  numbered,  1,  2,  8,  4,  being  copies  of  the  authorities  under  which  loans  bire 
been  negotiated,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  4th  and  12th  of  August,  1790. 

2.  Sundry  letters,  as  per  list  at  foot,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  William  Short,  Esq.,  lad 
to  Wilheni  and  J.  Willinks,  N.  and  J.  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  being  copies  of  the  autborities 
respecting  the  application  of  the  moneys  borrowed. 

3.  Statement  A,  showing  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom,  and  to  whom,  the  reqtectiTe  ptj- 
ments  of  the  French  debt  have  been  made  in  Europe,  specifying  the  dates  of  the  respective  paymefiB, 
and  the  sums.  With  regard  to  the  precise  dates  of  the  respective  drafts  which  may  haye  been  dnvn, 
or  orders  which  may  have  been  given  by  Mr.  Short  to  our  bankers,  for  making  those  payments,  ther 
cannot  be  furnished,  not  being  known  at  the  Treasury.  It  is,  however,  to  be  inferred,  from  the  cor- 
respondence and  circumstances,  that  they  preceded  biit  a  short  time  the  respective  payments  to  wbich 
they  related. 

Statement  B,  showing  by  whom  the  payments  have  been  made,  on  account  of  the  Dutch  Loans,  the 
dates,  and  the  sums.  As  to  the  persons  to  whom  the  payments  were  made,  no  speci6cation  is  practi- 
cable, these  bdng  the  numerous  subscribers  to  the  several  Loans,  their  agents,  or  assig;neeSi.  It  has 
never  been  considered,  either  under  the  former  or  present  Government,  as  interesting  to  the  Treasurr 
to  know  who  those  individuals  were.  Indeed,  by  the  transfers  always  going  on,  they  are  contiooilij 
changing.  The  deqand  for  a  communication  of  their  names  would  have  been  unprecedented,  and  the 
disclosure,  from  time  to  time,  would  have  been  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  useless,  but  ezpensiTg 
trouble. 

The  statement  desired,  in  reference  to  the  Spanish  Debt,  cannot  be  furnished.  In  a  note  upon  state- 
ment No.  1.  of  my  late  Report,  concerning  Foreign  Loans,  it  is  mentioned,  "that  advice  had  been  re- 
ceived that  the  payment  of  this  debt  was  going  on,  though  it  had  not  been  completed,^  This  appea.-s 
by  letters  from  Mr.  Short,  now  before  the  Senate,  dated  August  30th,  and  October  9th  and  22d.  No 
advice  of  the  completion  of  the  payment  has  been  since  received.  AH  that  is  known  is,  that  our  bankers 
were  procuring  bills  under  orders  from  Mr.  Short,  for  the  purpose  of  remitting  to  Spain  the  sum  dcc& 
sary  to  discharge  her  debt 

There  will  be  seen  a  difference  in  the  statement  now  presented,  and  No.  1  of  my  late  Report,  coooen- 
ing  Foreign  Loans,  as  to  the  date  of  the  last  payment  to  France.  In  one,  the  0th  of  August  is  meo- 
tioned,  in  the  other,  of  the  6th  of  September.  The  fact  is,  that  it  had  its  inception  some  time  in  August, 
but  was  not  perfected  till  the  6th  of  September.  Mr.  Morris,  who  had  been  charged  by  Mr.  Short  vitA 
endeavoring  to  adjust,  with  the  French  Treasury,  the  rule  by  which  the  payments  that  had  beeii,&od 
might  be  made,  should  be  liquidated  into  livres,  having  regard  to  certain  equitable  considerations,  imde 
an  arrangement  with  it,  provisionally,  for  the  payment  of  1,641,250  florins,  [1,625,000  Banco,]  lod 
wrote  to  Mr.  Short,  requesting  that  he  would  direct  the  payment  to  be  completed.  There  appeajned  to 
have  been  two  letters  from  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject,  one  dated  the  6th,  the  other  the  9th  of  August 
But  Mr.  Short,  for  reasons  which  he  explains  in  his  correspondence,  now  before  the  Senate,  did  noc 
consummate  the  payment  till  the  6th  of  September.  One  statement  has  reference  to  the  beginning,  the 
other,  to  the  conclusion  of  the  affair. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  observe,  that  there  are  some  circumstances  in  the  communicati<ffl8 
now  made,  which  would  render  a  public  perusal  of  them  not  without  inconvenience. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  TVeanr^. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbajcbr  o/the  Mouw  of  Bepreientativee, 


No.  1. 

George  Wcuhingtony  Prendent  of  the  United  States  of  America^  to  the  Secretary  qf  the  TreaauryJ^ 

'the  time  being. 

By  virtue  of  the  several  acts,  the  one,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,^*  and  the  other  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,*'  I  ^ 
hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  by  yourself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  borrow,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  within  the  said  States,  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whote, 
fourteen  millions  of  dolUrs,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract  or  coo- 
tracts,  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  said  States,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  limi- 
tations in  the  said  several  acte  contained ;  and,  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  citv  of  New  York,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  yetr  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety.  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  PreMent : 

Th.  Jeffkuson. 
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Loans, 


No.  2. 

George  Wcuhington,  Prmdent  </  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 

the  time  being. 

Having  thought  fit  to  commit  to  you  the  charge  of  borrowing,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
)r  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  pursuant  to  the  several  acts,  the  one, 
entitled  **  An  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States;'*  the  other,  entitled  **An  act 
making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt :" 

I  do  hereby  make  known  to  you,  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  said  trust,  you  are  to  observe  and  fol- 
ow  the  orders  and  directions  following,  viz :  Except  where  otherwise  especially  directed  by  me,  you 
{hall  employ,  in  the  negotiation  of  any  Loan  or  Loans,  which  may  be  made  in  any  foreign  country, 
^illiam  Short,  Esq.  You  shall  borrow,  or  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  the  best  terms  which  shall  be 
bund  practicable,  (and  within  the  limitations  prescribed  by  law  as  to  time  of  repayment  and  rate  of 
nterest,)  such  sum  or  sums,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  discharge,  as  well  all  instalments,  or  parts  of  the 
)rincipal  of  the  Foreign  Debt  which  now  are  due,  or  shall  become  payable  to  the  end  of  the  year  one 
housand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  as  all  interest  and  arrears  of  interest,  which  now  are,  or  shall 
)ecome  due,  in  respect  to  the  said  Debt,  to  the  same  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
lipety-one.  And  you  shall  apply,  or  cause  to  be  applied,  the  moneys  which  shall  be  so  borrowed, 
^ith  all  convenient  despatch,  to  the  payment  of  the  said  instalments,  and  parts  of  the  principal  and 
nterest,  and  arrears  of  the  interest  of  the  said  Debt.  You  shall  not  extend  the  amount  of  the  Loan 
v^hich  you  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  beyond  the  sum  which  shall  be  necessary  for  completing 
>uch  payment,  unless  it  can  be  done  upon  terms  more  advantageous  to  the  United  States  than  those 
ipon  which  the  residue  of  the  said  Debt  shall  stand  or  be.  But,  if  the  said  residue,  or  any  part  of  the 
amc,  can  be  paid  off  by  new  Loans,  upon  terms  of  advantage  to  the  United  States,  you  shall  cause 
iuch  further  Loans  as  may  be  requisite  to  that  end,  to  be  made,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  applied 
iccordingly.  And  for  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  and  purposes  aforesaid,  I  do  hereby  further  em- 
)0wer  you  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  with  whomsoever  it  may  concern,  such  contract  or  con- 
;racts,  being  of  a  nature  relative  thereto,  as  shall  be  found  needful,  and  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the 
[Jnited  Sutes. 

If  any  negotiation  with  any  Prince  or  State,  to  whom  any  part  of  the  said  Debt  may  be  due,  should 
}e  requisite,  the  same  shall  be  carried  on  through  the  person  who,  in  capacity  of  Minister,  Gharg6  des 
Affaires  or  otherwise,  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be  charged  with  transacting  the  affairs  of  the  United 
States,  with  such  Prince  or  State ;  for  which  purpose  I  shall  direct  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  whom 
fou  are  in  this  behalf  to  consult  and  concert,  to  co-operate  with  you. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  New  York,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


No.  3. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come. 

Whereas,  by  an  act,  passed  the  fourth  day  of  August,  in  this  present  year,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
srovision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,^'  it  is,  among  other  things,  enacted,  that  the  President  of 
;he  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  or  sums, 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  so  much  of  that  sum  as  may  be  neces- 
uiry  to  the  discharge  of  the  said  arrears  and  instalments,  and  (if  it  can  be  effected  upon  terms  advan- 
^eous  to  the  United  States)  to  the  paying  off  the  whole  of  the  said  Foreign  Debt,  be  appropriated  solely 
o  those  purposes ;  and  that  the  President  be,  moreover,  further  authorized  to  cause  to  be  made  such 
>ther  contracts  respecting  the  said  Debt  as  shall  be  found  for  the  interest  of  the  said  States :  Provided^ 
xetertheUss^  That  no  engagement  nor  contract  shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude  the  United 
States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  borrowed,  within  fifteen  years  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
ent  or  advanced. 

And,  whereas,  by  another  act,  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  entitled  **  An 
ict  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,**  it  is  also,  among  other  things,  enacted  that 
he  President  of  the  United  States,  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding 
Ive  pier  cent : 

And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  said  several  acts,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  hath 
)een  pleased,  by  a  certain  commission  or  warrant,  under  his  hand,  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Secre- 
:ary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  by  himself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  borrow,  on  be- 
dalf  of  the  United  States,  within  the  said  States,  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the 
prhole,  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract  or 
contracts  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  s^id  States,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and 
2d  Con.— 40 
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limitations  of  the  said  several  acts  contained :  And  whereas,  Messrs.  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  tod 
Nicholaas  and  Jacob  Van  Scaphorst,  and  Hubbard,  have,  by  letter,  bearing  date  the  25th  dajof  Januiiy, 
1790,  communicated  to  roe,  that  they  have  entered  into  a  certain  provisional  agreement  or  arrangement, 
for  a  Loan  of  three  millions  of  florins,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  of  America,  bearing  an  interest 
of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable  by  yearly  instalments,  of  six  hundred  thousand  florins, 
commencing  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  ending  in  the  ^ear  one  thoosaid 
eight  hundred  and  five :  And  whereas,  it  appears  to  me  for  the  interest  of  the  said  United  States  to 
accept  the  said  Loan : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known :  That  I,  Alexander  Hsmilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  being,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested,  by  the  said  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  his  name,  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  their  use,  do^ 
by  these  presents,  accept,  apee  to,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the  Loan  aforesaid,  provisionallv  undertaken  by 
the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  Nicholaas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard.  And  I  do 
hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  Nicholaas  and  Jacob  Van  Sttp- 
horst,  and  Hubbard,  or,  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  of  them,  the  survivors,  to  borrow,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  either  by  way  of  confirmation  of  the  said  provisional  agreement,  or  otherwise,  as  need 
may  be,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  three  milliuns  of  florins,  subject  to  the  restrictiooi 
and  limitations  in  the  said  several  acts  contained  and  above  recited ;  and  for  that  purpose,  in  the  name 
of  the  said  President,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  execute  such  contracts,  obligationa, 
and  instruments,  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  comfortable  to  usage,  in  the  like  cases,  and  the  faith  of  tbe 
United  States  to  pledge  for  the  performance  of  the  terms  thereof;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  deemed  requi- 
site, to  stipulate  for  the  ratification  thereof  by  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  hereby  giving  and 
granting  to  the  said  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink,  and  Nicholaas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard, 
and  the  survivors  of  them,  all  my  power  and  authority,  in  the  premises,  and  ratifying,  allowing,  and 
confirming,  whatsoever  they  shall  lawfully  do  therein. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Treasury  to  be  a£Bxed  to  these  presents, 

and  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

ALEXANDER  H  AmLTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 


No.  4. 
To  aU  to  whom  thae  presenti  ihall  come : 

Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  the  fourth  day  of  August,  in  this  present  year,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  it  is,  among  other  things,  enacted,  that  the  President  ^ 
the  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  or  sams, 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  so  much  of  that  sum  as  may  be  necessai; 
to  the  discharge  of  the  said  arrears  and  instalments,  and  (if  it  can  be  effected  upon  terms  advantageoos 
to  the  United  States)  to  the  paying  off  the  whole  of  the  said  Foreign  Debt,  be  appropriated  solely  to 
those  purposes ;  and  that  the  President  be,  moreover,  further  authorized  to  cause  to  be  made  such  other 
contracts  respecting  tbe  said  Debt,  as  shall  be  found  for  the  interest  of  the  said  States :  Protided^  nner- 
thelet9y  That  no  engagement  nor  contract  shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude  the  United  States 
from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  borrowed,  within  fifteen  years  after  the  same  shall  have  been  lent  <x 
advanced : 

And  whereas,  by  another  act,  passed  the  12th  day  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  entitled  "  An  set 
making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,"  it  is,  also,  among  other  things,  enacted,  thst 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  borrowed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  five 
per  cent : 

And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  said  several  acts,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  hath 
been  pleased,  by  a  certain  commission  or  warrant,  under  his  hand,  to  authorize  and  empower  the  ScOi- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  by  himself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  borrow,  on  k^ 
half  of  the  United  States,  within  the  said  States,  or  elsewhere,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  tbe 
whole  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract « 
contracts  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  said  States,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and 
limitations  in  the  said  several  acts  contained : 

Now,  therefore,  know  ye :  That  I,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  being,  by  virtue  of  the  said  commission,  power,  or  warrant,  of  the  President  of  thfl 
United  States  of  America,  have  authorized  and  empowered,  and,  by  these  presents,  do  authorize  and 
empower  William  Short,  Charg6  des  Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  to  borrov, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  any  part  of  Europe,  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  vhole, 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  for  that  purpose,  such  contract  or  coa* 
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tracts  as  shall  be  necesMuy,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  said  States;  sabject  to  the  restrictions  and 
limitations  in  the  said  seTeral  acts  contained ;  and  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  his  sufficient  warrant 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Treasury  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents, 
and  hare  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand,  the  first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Trttmtry. 


A. — Statement  ihowing  tJie  date$  and  sums  of  the  reipeetive  paymenU  which  hone  leen  made  on  oe- 
eaunt  of  the  Debt  due  to  France^  out  qf  the  Dutch  and  Antwerp  Loam;  and  by  toA^m,  and  to  ifA^m, 
the  moneye  were  remitted  or  paid 


1790. 
December 


8 


1790. 

June  10 

August  11 

Sept  12 

Sept  16 

Sept  22 

Sept  29 

October  8 

October  6 

October  18 

October  20 

October  24 

Not.  10 


Dec  15 

Dec.  22 

Dec.  81 

1792. 

January     10 

January      16 

From  Jan.  to 

March 


From  A  p.  1, 
to  June  4 


Sept 


6 


Remitted  by  Wm.  and  J.  Wlllink,  N.  and  Ja- 
cob Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  of  Am- 
sterdam, to  Mr.  du  Fresne    ... 

Director  of  the  Royal  Treasury  of  France,  by 
order  of  William  Short,  Esq. 


Remitted  by  the  same  to  the  Gommission- 
*     ers  of  the  National  T^^easury  at  Paris,  by 
order  of  William  Short  Esq. 


J 


Remitted  by  the  same,  to  Mr.  Garat,  cashier 
of  the  National  Treasury  at  Paris,  by  order 
of  William  Short,  Esq. 

Remitted  from  Antwerp,  by 
Mr.  De  Wolf,  to  the  Na- 
tional Treasury  at  Pa- 
ris, by  order  of  William 
Short 


Payments  made  by  M.  De 
Wolf;  to  J.  Broeta,  at  Ant- 
werp, by  order  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  National 


270,500 
888,990    0  9 
101,700 
812,004    6  6 
808,441     6  0 


Treasury  of  France 
Do  do 


-  4^581,418  15  1 

-  848,925  10  6 


Ditto  made  by  Wm.  and  J.  WilUnk,  N.  and 
Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  Hubbard,  of  Am- 
sterdam, to  Messrs.  Hogguen,  Grand,  & 
€a  Bankers  for  the  Commissioners  of  the 
National  Treasury  of  France,  by  order  of 
William  Short,  Esq. 


Liwree  towmme,  i.  cL 


8,eil,950    0    0 


2,696,629 
941,176 
642,896 

1,080,874 

1,457,784 
907,280 
616,212 
220,680 
806,420 

1,189,058 
811,154 
487,692 


4 
9 


0 
0 


9  9 

12  6 

15  4 

15  2 

14  7 

10  0 

8  8 

14  1 

2  8 

2  8 


1,540,909    2    0 


6,756,974  18  10* 


6,000,000    0    0 


29,717,689  18  10 


Florine.     ei. 


1,500,014    9 


1,005,000  0 
862,187  10 
288,288  6 
400,581  IS 
589,414  10 
885,726  14 
229,500  15 
81,957  10 
800,951  Q 
429,550  16 
802,291  4 
180,608  18 


567,825    0 


1,968,000    0 


1,641,250    0 


10,078,048    8 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
Trbjlsvbt  Depabticbnt,  F^l^ruary  18,  1798. 

*  The  amount  of  liTres  here  stated  exceeds  somewhat  that  which  was  stated  in  Na  1,  of  my  last  Report  It 
▼ill  be  obserred,  that  it  was  then  mentioned,  that  the  details  of  this  transaction  were  wanting.  They  have  sinee 
been  received,  and  correspond  with  the  present  statement  The  differeoce  arises  from  the  real  rates  of  exchange 
ftt  the  times  of  the  respeotiye  payments  having  been  different  from  what  was  assumed  by  analogy  as  a  rule  of 
computation. 
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B. — Statement  $homng  ths  regpeetive  payments  which  have  heen  made  hy  William  and  Jan  IH^hk^ 
Nieholaae  and  Jacob  Van  Staphoret^  and  Huhbardy  in  Amsterdam,  to  individualSf  upon  ihemenl 
Loans  made  in  Holland,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 


1791. 
February     1 


June  1 

1793. 

February  1 

ICarch  1 

June  1 

September  1 

December  1 

1798. 

January  1 


Payment  of  64  premiums  drawn  in  the  lottery,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract  of  the  4  per  cent  Loan  of  2,000,000 
florins         -  -  -  -  -  -  -    (a) 

Interest  due  this  date  on  the  said  Loan,  at  4  per  cent  •    (a) 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  8,000,000  florins,  commencing  the  1st  of 
February,  1790,  at  6  per  cent        -  -  -  -    (*) 

Interest  on  the  Loans  of  7,000,000  florins,  at  6  per  cent        •    (a) 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  2,000,000  florins,  at  4  per  cent         -    (a) 
Interest  on  the  Loan  of  8,000,000  florins,  commencing  on  th^  Ist 

of  February,  1790,  at  6  per  cent    -  -  -  - 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  2,600,000  florins,  commencing  on  the  1st 

of  March,  1791,  at  6  percent         -  -  -  -    (^) 

Interest  on  the  Loans  of  7,000,000  florins,  at  6  per  cent        -    (a) 
Interest  on  the  Loan  of  6,000,000  florins,  commencing  on  the  Ist 

of  September,  1791,  at  5  per  cent  -  -  -  -    W 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  2,060,000  florins,  made  at  Antwerp,  at  4i 

per  cent      ------- 

Interest  on  the  Loan  of  8,000,000  florins,  commencing  on  the  Ist 
of  Januaiy,  1792,  at4per  cent      -  -  -  •    W 


Florins,  ft  i 

90,000   0  0 
80,000   0  d 

119,788   6  0 
850,000   0  0 

80,000   0  0 

160,000   0  0 

119,879   4  0 
850,000   0  0 

294,666  IS  0 

92,260    0  0 

106,709  19  8 


1,888,189    9  6 


BEXARKS. 

(a)  These  Loans  were  negotiated  under  the  late  Goyemment 

(b)  The  interest  payable  upon  each  of  these  Loans,  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year,  was  not  doe 
upon  the  entire  capital  borrowed,  but  in  the  proportion  to  the  time  in  which  the  Loans  vere 
completed. 

The  sum  of  1,888,189  florins,  2  stivers  and  8  deniers,  here  stated,  is  the  same  as  reported  to  tbe 
House  by  the  Secretary  on  the  8d  instant,  in  the  statement  No.  1. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treaserf. 
Tbkasubt  Dkpartmxmt,  FebrtMry  18, 1798. 


PUBLIC    FUNDS. 


Treasury  Dbpartmemt,  I^ibniary  14, 1798. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  in  i\irther  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
28d  of  January  past,  three  several  statements,  marked  A,  B,  C. 

A,  being  a  general  account  of  revenue  and  appropriations :  exhibiting,  on  one  side,  all  the  incooe 
of  the  United  States,  except  from  the  proceeds  of  Loans  foreign  and  domestic,  to  the  end  of  the  jeir 
1792 ;  on  the  other,  the  respective  amounts  of  all  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made  by  law,  to 
the  same  period. 

B,  beibg  a  general  account  of  appropriations  and  expenditures  to  the  same  end  of  the  year  1791 
This  statement  takes  up  the  excess  of  the  appropriations  beyond  the  expenditure,  to  the  end  of  tbe 
year  1791,  as  contained  in  the  account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  reported  to  the  House  of  Repn- 
sentatives  during  the  present  session ;  and,  including  all  the  subsequent  appropriations  and  expeix^ 
tures  to  the  end  of  1792,  shows  the  balance  unsatisfied  of  each  head  of  appropriation. 

C,  being  an  explanatory  statement,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  conformity  between  the  aggregate 
of  the  balances  of  appropriations  unsatisfied,  and  the  balance  of  the  public  income  beyond  the  public 
expenditure,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  as  represented  in  the  statement  B,  heretofore  reported. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  most  considerable  item  among  the  balances  of  appropriatioos,  is  for  in- 
terest on  the  Public  Debt — amounting  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  e^ 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents.  This  happens  in  three  ways.  1st  Tbe  inte 
rest  on  the  foreign  part  of  the  Debt  has  been  paid  in  Europe,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Loans ;  the 
sum  paid  will  consequently  require  to  be  replaced  out  of  the  domestic  funds,  and  will  operate  as  if  ^ 
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eqaal  sutn  had  been  transferred  here  by  drafts.  2d  The  pavment  of  interest  to  certain  States,  upon  the 
difference  between  their  quotas  of  the  assumed  Debt,  and  the  sums  subscribed  upon  the  first  Loan,  has 
been  aaspcnded,  in  conseouence  of  the  opening  of  the  second  Loan,  to  avoid  a  double  payment  of  inter- 
est, first  to  the  States,  ana  next  to  the  subscribers,  which  might  otherwise  happen.  3a.  There  is  a  part 
of  the  Public  Debt  which  has  continued  in  a  form  that  has  not  entitled  the  holders,  under  the  existing 
laws,  to  receive  interest,  either  as  subscribers  or  non-subscribers. 

There  are  certain  arrears  of  interest,  on  the  part  of  the  Debt  entitled  to  interest|  which  did  not  come 
into  the  accounts  of  the  year  1792. 

This  balance  of  interest,  however,  will  be  a  real  future  expenditure,  as,  indeed,  will  be  the  case 
with  regard  to  most  of  the  other  balances  of  appropriations.  There  will  be  surptussea,  but  these  sur- 
plussea  cannot  exceed,  if  they  equal,  the  sum  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  to  the  House  of 
Kepreaentativea. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  o/^  Treatury. 

The  Vies  PESsmEHT  qf  the  UniUd  States  and  President  qf  the  Senate, 


Statement  qfthe  revenue  qfthe  United  States^  and  appropriations  charged  thereon,  to  the  end  qf  the 

year  1792. 


Ds. 


RBTKRUX. 


To  amount  of  dutiea  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, from  the  commeDcement  of  the  present  Government  to  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1791        ..-.....- 

To  product  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  for  a  half  year, 
ending  the  31st  of  December,  1791,  as  estimated  -  .  .  .  . 

To  proouct  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  &c.,  for  the  year  1792,  heretofore  es- 
timated at  ..-.--... 

To  product  of  dutiea  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, as  estimated  -..--... 

To  cash  received  into  the  Treasury,  from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  for  balances,  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1791  -------- 

To  cash  receivea  for  arms  and  accontrementa  sold,  fines,  and  penalties,  balances 
of  accounts  settled  in  the  year  1792,  and  on  account  of  the  first  dividend  de- 
clared by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stotes  ..-.-- 


1789. 
Act  Aug.  20 
Sept  29 

1790. 
March        26 
July  1 


July  22 

August        4 


August       10 
August       12 


1791. 
February    1 1 
March  3 


December  23 


Cb. — ^APFRO^IATIOBS. 

By  appropriation  for  Indian  treatiea 

Do.  for  sundry  objects  -  •  .  - 

Do.  for  the  support  of  Government 
Do.  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  1790  and  1791 
Do.  do.  do.        for  1792 

Do.  for  the  claim  of  John  M*Cord 
Do.  Indian  treaties         .  -  •  . 

Do.  interest  on  Debt,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  for  1791 
Do.  do.  do.  for  1792 

Do.  for  the  Cutter  establbhment 
Do.  for  Portland  light-house      .  .  - 

Do.  for  disabled  seamen  ... 

Do.  for  sundry  objects  .  .  -  . 

Do.  for  the  reduction  of  the  Public  Debt,  being  surplus  of  reve- 
nue for  1790  ...... 

Do.  for  sundry  objects  -....- 
Do.  recognition  of  the  treaty  with  Morocco      .  .  - 

Do.  the  protection  of  the  frontiers         •  .  .  - 

Do.  officers  of  the  Judicial  Courts         .  .  -  - 

Do.  the  support  of  Government  for  1792  ... 


$6,634,263  84 

160,000  00 

3,900,000  00 

400,000  00 

11,336  93 

21,860  87 


$11,017,460  64 


$20,000  00 
639,000  00 

764,668  99 

80,000  00 

40,000  00 

1,309  71 

20,000  00 

2,060,861  40 

2,849,194  73 

10,000  00 

1,600  00 

648  67 

233,219  97 

1,374,666  40 

740,232  60 

20,000  00 

312,686  20 

4,066  33 

1,069,222  81 
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1792. 
Act  April   a 

April  13 

May  a 

May  8 


Cr. — AFFRQPELA.TIQH8 — Gontinaed. 


By  appropriation  for  a  light-hottse  on  Baldhead 
Do.  Mint  eatabliahment 
Do.  Wilmington  grammar  aobool 
Do.  for  protection  of  the  frontiers 
Do.  for  sundry  objects  ... 
Do.  for  compensation  to  Colonel  Gibson 
Do.  the  claim  of  John  Brown  Cutting  - 


Surplus  of  revenue  above  the  appropiiations^to  the  end  of  the  year 
1792 


f4,OO0  00 
7,000  00 
2,553  64 

673^00 

84,497  90 

1,000  00 

2,000  00 


10,995,698  25 
21,703  39 


$11»OI7,4€0  64 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  oftU  IWowry. 
Tbbasxjry  Defabtmsht,  Februofry  14, 1798, 


lU  PubUe  Fundt. 
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The  PubUe  FiutJ*. 


IS,  147,886  ii 


4«S,«»8  S8 

2,684»188  04 


Hie  balance  of  the  appropriations  brougbt  down  ia         -  '      .    * 

From  which  deduet  the  following  tumq^  being  payable  out  of  the  foreign  fonds,  yiz : 
Balance  poyabU  to  foreign  officers  -  -  -  -     fl72,062  11 

Balance  due  on  account  of  the  sum  requested  for  St  Domingo  -  •  -       tOO,1S6  It 

Remainder,  being  the  unsatisfied  appropriations  charged  upon  the  rerenne 

(a)  The  dilference  between  the  actual  dividends  declared  on  the  Public  Debt  (o  the  end  of  the  year  1791,  as 
eontained  in  the  printed  statement,  and  the  entire  interest  for  that  year,  as  estimated,  including  the  Foreign  Debt 

{b)  The  interest  on  the  Debt  for  the  year  1792,  as  estimated 

(e)  The  sum  requested  by  the  National  Assembly  of  Franee,  by  their  decree  of  June  2%  1792,  for  the  Colony 
of  St  Dcnningo,  four  million  livres. 

(d)  The  sum  actually  advanced  for  the  Mint  establishment  durinff  the  year  1792. 

(e)  The  Debt  payable  to  foreign  officers,  contemplated  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  Statea 

(/)  In  this  balance  is  included  two  years'  interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt,  which  has  been  paid  out  of  the  Foreign 
Loans,  the  accounts  of  which  remain  unsettled ;  also,  the  interest  on  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  which  has 
not  been  funded  or  registered  at  the  Treasury,  so  as  to  be  entitled  to  a  dividend ;  and,  also^  the  interest  due  to 
States  on  the  unsubscribed  balances  of  the  assumed  Debt,  the  payment  of  which  is  at  present  suspended. 

(jf)  Warrants  for  $446,268  88  had  been  drawn  on  the  81st  of  December.  1792,  towards  the  Debt  due  to 
France,  as  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  8d  of  January,  1793,  |10,0U0  of  whidi^ 
however,  had  not  been  psid  by  the  Treasurer  at  that  time,  and,  consequently,  not  charged  in  his  accounts. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Seeretmy  o/th^  Treattry. 
TftEASUBT  Depabtment,  February  14,  1798. 


fi.^8taiemetU  exhibUing  the  debts  charged  upon  the  unexpended  and  uncoUeeted  ineome  pf  ihe  United 

States,  an  the  kut  day  of  the  year  1792. 


To  the  following  sam%  which  rested 
as  chargea  opon  the  excess  of  in- 
come  stated  per  contra  on  the  81st 
December,  1792»  via. : 

Balaoees  of  nnsatisfied  appropria- 
tions, as  specified  in  the  schedule 
herewith,  marked  B 

Balance  reserved  to  complete  the 
Bum  requested  for  St  Domingo    - 

Balance  reserved  to  complete  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  doe  to  foreign  officen^ 

Debt  due  to  the  Bank  of  North  Ame* 
rica,  for  a  Loan,  without  interest  - 

Debt  doe  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  a  Loan  for  the  War  De- 
partment .... 


Balance  of  foreign  fond  not  specially 
applied,  and  subject  to  disposition 

Surplus  of  revenue  above  the  appro- 
priations to  end  of  1792,  agreeably 
to  statement  marked  A,  herewith 


12,684^188  04 
290,786  17 
172,962  11 
106,596  66 

400,000  00 


By  the  excess  of  income  beyond  the 
actual  disbursements  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  the  end  of  the  year  1792, 
including  all  sums  remaining  un- 
coUccted  at  that  time,  as  also 
$2,805,769  18,  the  proceeds  of 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the 

^  foreign  ftmds,  as  stated  in  the  ac- 
count marked  B,  rendered  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the 
4th  of  February,  1798    *  * 


8,704,481  88 
1,888,452  28 

21,766  89 


6,114,696  50 


|5;il4,696  60 


5,114,696  50 


The  balance  of  the  Foreign  fond,  as  berem  stated,  is  thus  deduced,  via  : 
The  total  amount  of  bills  drawn  was      -  -  -  -  ....    $2,805,769  18 

Deduct 

Paid  for  the  Colony  of  St  Domingo,  as  per  statement  marked  B                       «  $485,268  88 

Paid  to  foreign  officers,  as  per  ditto        ......  18»854  79 

Heaerved  to  complete  the  payment  for  St  Domingo,     ....  290,786  17 

Beserved  to  complete  the  payment  to  foreign  officers     .           .           .           •  172,962  11 

*^  *^'  — ^:.        917,816  90 


Balance,  as  before  stated 


1,888,452  23 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  ^the  Treasury. 
Tebabubt  Depabtment,  February  14, 1798. 
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LOANS. 

Treabubt  Depabtmeht, 

February  19,  1793. 

Sib  :  The  last  Letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
address  to  the  House  of  Representatives  contained 
a  pretty  full  exposition  of  the  conduct  and  views 
of  this  jDepartment  in  regard  to  the  Foreign  Loans. 
There  remain,  however,  some  incidental  topics 
which  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  pass  over  in  si* 
lence. 

In  order  to  canj  the  attention  of  the  House 
immediately  to  a  just  application  of  the  remarks 
which  will  be  submitteo,  it  is  necessary  to  pre> 
mise,  that  it  is  known  to  have  been  suggested  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  bills  drawn  for  to  this 
country  had  no  object  of  public  utility,  answered 
none,  and  were  calcuhtted  merely  to  indulge  a 
spirit  of  favoritism  towards  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

It  has  already  been  shown,  clearly,  I  trust,  that, 
but  for  the  instrumentality  of  the  parts  of  the 
Loan  drawn  for  prior  to  April,  1792,  amounting 
nearly  to  one-half  of  the  whole  sum,  the  purchases 
of  the  Debt  which  were  made  to  that  time  could 
not^  have  been  made ;  and  that  these  purchases, 
besides  being  the  object  deeignaied  by  law  for  the 
application  of  the  fnnd,  were  productive  of  posi- 
tive and  important  advantages. 

How  far  the  operation  could  have  been  influ- 
enced by  motives  of  fiivor  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  following  hcta  will  still  more  com- 
pletely decide. 

That  Bank  did  not  begin  its  operations  till  the 
12th  of  December,  1791. 

The  Banks  of  North  America  and  New  York 
were  the  agents  of  the  Treasury  for  the  sale  of  the 
bills  in  question.  The^  sold  them,  collected,  and, 
with  the  exception  which  will  be  presently  stated, 
disbnxsed  the  proceeds. 

The  receipts  on  account  of  those  bUls  began  in 
March,  1791,  and  concluded  in  March,  1792. 

On  the  81st  of  December,  1791,  as  the  Treasu- 
rer's account  before  the  House  will  show,  the  pub- 
lic cash  was  deposited  as  follows : 

In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  -  $188,000  00 

In  the  Bank  of  North  America  •  471,972  28 

In  the  Bank  of  New  York    -  -  224,677  86 

In  the  Bank  of  Massachusetts  -  65,578  22 

In  the  Bank  of  Maryland    -  -  50,665  29 

In  the  Bank  of  Providence  -  -  7,969  61 


Making  together 


-  t958,862  76 


There  was  then  also  some  moneys  in  the  Banks 
of  North  America  and  New  York  in  a  course  of 
receipt  which  had  not  been  passed  over  to  the 
Treasurer,*  but  all  the  public  moneys,  of  whatever 
kind,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  above  sum  of  $188,000,  which  had 
•risen  from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

It  appears,  then,  that,  on  the  81st  of  December, 
1791,  no  transfer  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  been  made;  and  that  the  de- 
posites  of  the  Government  there  (exclusive  of  the 


proceeds  of  the  bills  remaining  in  the  two  Baaks 
of  North  America  and  New  York)  amonntcd  to 
little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  deposites  in  the 
Bank  of  North  America,  and  little  more  than  ooe- 
half  of  those  in  the  Bank  of  New  York. 

As  late  as  the  1st  of  February,  the  State  Banks 
continued  to  share  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  a  laive  proportion  of  the  paUie  deposites. 
The  state  of  tne  Treasury  then  was  as  foUows, 
viz.: 

In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  -  $466378  90 
In  the  Bank  of  North  America  -  161^16  82 
In  the  Bank  of  New  York  -  -     128,708  31 

In  the  Bank  of  Massachusetts  -  71,215  55 
In  the  Bank  of  Maryland    -  -       49,683  » 

In  the  Bank  of  Providence  -  -         7,969  61 


Making  together 


-   $865,271  84 


A  concentration  of  the  Public  Deposites  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  measure  which 
grew  out  of  the  relation  between  that  establish- 
inent  and  the  Government ;  yet,  instead  of  hastea- 
ii)g  it  through  favor,  it  was  resolved  to  let  it  have 
a  gradual  course,  so  as  to  consult,  in  a  due  degree, 
the  convenience  of  the  other  banks,  and  to  eBtd 
it  rather  by  letting  the  public  disbursements  fidi 
upon  the  moneys  in  those  banks  than  by  direct 
transfer. 

But  a  state  of  things  took  place  in  the  month  of 
February,  between  t£d  Banks  of  the  United  States 
and  NorUi  America,  which  rendered  a  more  ex- 
peditious transfer  than  was  meditated,  for  tlie  mu- 
tual convenience  of  the  two  institutions. 

The  effect  of  this  was,  that  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  March,  stood  as  foUows : 

In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  •  $692,959  06 

In  the  Bank  of  Massachusetts  -  81,769  05 

In  the  Bank  of  New  York  -  -  S2,852  52 

In  the  Bank  of  North  America  •  81,515  74 

In  the  Bank  of  Providence  -  •  6,404  94 

In  the  Bank  of  Maryland    -  -  84,752  85 


Making  together 


-    $881,754  16 


But  at  this  time  there  was  in  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Foreign  faiUis 
$121,984  71,  not  transferred  to  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer. 

This  accumulation,  however,  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  of  very  short  duration. 

On  the  1st  of  April  ensuing,  the  state  of  the 
public  cash  was  as  follows : 

In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  -  $359,648  64 

In«the  Bank  of  New  York  -  -  254,980  41 

In  the  Bank  of  North  America  -  81,515  74 

In  the  Bank  of  Massachusetts  -  87,712  58 

In  the  Bank  of  Providence  -  -  7,156  65 

In  the  Bank  of  MaryUnd    -  -  60,418  88 


Making  together 


-   $751,.S77  84 


A  similar  state  of  things  lasted  to  the  1st  of 
June,  comparatively  more  disadvantageous  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  receipts  of  pub- 
Uo  revenue  continued  to  go  into  the  Bank  of  Nev 
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fork  till  the  lat  of  April,  1799,  when  a  bimnch  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  began  to  operate 
in  that  cit^,  which  is  the  reason  of  the  sum  tn  the 
Bank  of  New  York  bearinr  so  near  a  prc^ortion  to 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  so  fi» 
exceeding  the  Bank  of  N<Nrth  Americ&i  By  this 
time,  also,  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  of  Foreign 
)ill8  bad  been  passed*  to  the  account  of  the  TrSk- 
iurer,  yet  still  remaining  in  deposite  in  the  Bank  of 
Sew  York. 

These  Tiews  of  the  state  of  the  public  cash  are 
conformable  to  the  Treasurer's  staiement  of  half- 
nonthly  balances^  accompanying  my  Letter  of  the 
I8th  instant 

The  same  statement  will  show  that  a  proportion 
)f  the  public  deposites  has  continued,  since  the  1st 
)f  April,  1792,  in  the  State  Banks— in  those  of 
.^orth  America  and  New  York  down  to  the  end  of 
he  period  which  that  statement  embraces. 

From  these  details  the  following  inferences  are 
ledadble : 

That,  as  fiur  as  any  advantages  may  hare  ac^ 
Tued  from  the  deposites^  on  account  of  the  Fo- 
-eign  Bills  drawn  prior  to  April,  1792,  they  ac^ 
niied  substantially  to  the  Banks  of  North  America 
uid  New  York,  not  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  its  branches.  That,  in  transferring 
ibe  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Government  from 
:be  preexisting  banks  to  that  of  the  United  States 
md  its  dependencies,  a  cautious  regard  has  been 
)aid  to  the  convenience  of  the  former  institutions, 
md  the  reverse  of  a  policy  unduly  solicitous  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  prevailed.  Indeed,  so  much  has  this 
Men  the  case»  that  it  might  be  proved,  if  it  were 
proper  to  entar  into  the  proo(  that  a  criticism  has 
)een  brought  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Depart- 
nent,  as  consulting  less  the  accommodaUon  of  the 
ast-mentioned  institution  than  was  due  to  ita  re- 
ation  to  the  Government  and  to  the  services  ex- 
)ectedfix>miL 

But  further  examination  will  demonstiato  an- 
other point,  which  is,  that  none  of  the  establish- 
nents  in  question  have  received  anv  aecommoda- 
ions  which  were  not  in  perfect  comcidence  with 
he  public  interesti  and  m  the  due  and  proper 
iourge  of  events. 

This  examination  will  be  directed  towards  two 
»bjecta— one,  the  state  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
iommencement  of  each  quarter  during  the  years 
.791  and  1792;  the  other,  the  stata  of  the  market 
n  regard  to  the  prices  of  stock  during  ^e  same 
reara 

These  periods  are  selected  because  they  afford 
be  truest  criterion  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury, 
rom  time  to  time,  being  those  at  which  the  princi- 
pal public  pavmenta  are  made,  and  for  which  it  is 
lecessary  to  be  prepared  by  intermediate  accumu- 
itions. 

The  state  of  the  Treasury  at  the  periods  in  ques- 
ion  was  as  follows: 

In  the  year  1791— 
January  1     -  -  -  -  $569,886  65 

iarch  1         .  .  .  .    878,434  53 

^ane  1  .  .  .  .    538,688  24 

)ctoberl      ....    662,288  99 


-  958,862  75 
.  751,877  84 
•  628,138  61 

-  420,914  51 


In  the  year  1792— 
Januaiy  1     .  -  • 

April  1 

July  1  -  -  - 

October  1      - 

In  the  year  1798*- 
January  1     •  -  -  -    788,212  87 

This  appears  from  the  statementa  Nob.  4  and  6, 
forwarded  with  my  last  Letter. 

The  state  of  the  stock  market  during  the  several 
quarters  of  the  same  years  was  as  follows : 

First  Qvabtkb  or  1791. 

Six  per  cents.,  fi^m  16s.  9d.  to  17s.  6d. 
Three  per  centfr,  from  8s.  6d.  to  Qs.  4d. 
Deferred,  from      8s.    6d.    to      98.    4d, 

SlOOHD  QUARTBB  OF  1791. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  17s.  Od.  to  178.  9d. 
Three  per  cent&,  flx)m  98.  Od.  to  10s.  Od. 
Deferred,  fix>m      8s.  lid.    to      98.    4d. 

Tbibd  Quabtbi  of  1791. 

Six  per  cents.,  tnm  17s.  lOd.  to  218.  8d. 
Three  per  cents.,  ftxmi  9s.  9d.  to  128.  5d. 
Deferred,  from      98.    9d.     to    12s.  lOd. 

As  eariy  as  the  6th  of  August,  the  six  per  centa. 
had  a  temporary  rise  to  21s.,  but,  by  the  16th,  they 
had  fallen  to  20s.,  on  the  20th,  they  had  risen  to 
20s.  6d.,  and  were  sometimes  above  that  rate,  but 
never  lower  during  the  rest  of  th^  quarter. 

As  eariy  as  the  28d  of  July,  the  three  per  cents, 
had  reached  128.,  and  were  sometimes  hig^r,  but 
never  lower  during  the  rest  of  the  quarter. 

On  the  28d  of  July  the  deferred  also  reached 
12&,  and  afterwards  rose  to  128.  6d. 

FOUBTH  QUABTBR  OF  1791. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  208.  4d.  to  228.  4d. 
Three  per  cents.,  fit>m  12s.  2d.  to  188.  8d. 
Deferred,  from    lis.    8d.    to    188.     6d. 

The  prices  were  lowest  in  the  early,  and  highest 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  quarter. 

During  the  whole  of  the  month  of  December,  thi 
deferred  was  at  12s.  8d.  and  upwards,  the  greatest 
part  of  the  time  at  18& 

FiJtST  QUARISB  OF  1792. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  218.  Od.  to  258.  Od. 
Three  per  cents.,  fnm  128.  6d.  to  15s.  Od. 
De^rred,  from    12s.    Od.    to    15s.    Od. 

The  low  prices  were  in  the  tast  ten  days  of 
Ifareh. 

SlOOHD  QUJLRTBR  OF  1792. 

Six  per  cents.,  from  208.  Od.  to  228.  6d. 
Three  per  cents.,  fix>m  128.  Od.  to  18s.  9d. 
Deferred,  fi^m    lis.    6d.    to    188.    4d. 

TmBD  QUABTBR  OF  1792. 

Six  per  cents.,  fi^m  218.  Od.  to  228.  8d. 
Three  per  cents.,  fix>m  12s.  4d.  to  188.  6d. 
Defeorred,  from    128.    8d.    to    188.    7d. 

FouBTH  Quarter  of  1792. 

Six  per  centa,  from  208.  2d.  to  218.  9d. 
Three  per  centa,  frx>m  128.  8d.  to  188.  6d. 
Deferred,  from    lis.  lOd.    to    188.    6d. 
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In  October,  the  deferred  was  at  the  highest 
The  loweet  prices  were  in  the  month  of  December. 

This  tiew  of  the  subject  is  derived  from  a  state- 
ineiit  of  prices,  pursuant  to  actual  purchases  and 
sales,  fUmished  by  a  dealer  of  this  city,  respectabls 
for  his  intelligence  and  probity,  combined  with  the 
accounts  from  time  to  time  published  in  the  Ga- 
sette  of  the  United  States.  The  papers  marked 
(A  x)  and  (B  y)  are  transmitted  for  the  more  parti* 
cnkr  informatian  of  the  House  on  this  head. 

The  market  prices  of  stock  no  doubt  varied  at 
other  places ;  at  some  may  have  been  higher,  at 
others  lower.  At  Philadelphia,  too,  it  is  believed 
that  small  sums  were  obtainable  at  particular  pe- 
riods, from  necessitous  individuals,  below  the  prices 
in  the  statement 

But  there  is  good  ground  of  f^iance  that  it  is 
substantially  a  just  representation  of  the  state  of 
the  stock  market  during  the  periods  to  which  it 
refers. 

The  state  of  the  Treasury  from  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary  to  the  first  of  October,  1791,  may  be  said  to 
have  been  at  its  proper  level,  exhibiting  none,  or 
an  inconsiderable  excess  beyond  the  sum  which 
has  been  mentioned  as  necessary  to  be  thei^  and 
concerning  which  a  further  explanation  has  been 
promised,  and  will  be  given  in  the  course  of  this 
Letter.  The  public  purchases  in  August  and  Sep* 
tember,  1791,  amounted  to  $349,744  99. 

In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1791,  beginning 
with  the  month  of  November,  and  tho  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year  1793,  there  appears  to  have  been 
an  excess  of  some  magnitude  in  -the  Treasury, 
being  from  aboul  1250,000  to  about  $450,000. 
Taking  the  first  quarter  of  1792,  aa  the  truest  cri- 
terion, (which  it  certainly  was,  because,  at  the 
expiration  of  that  quarter,  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  assumed  debt  began,  and  was  to  be  pro- 
vided for,)  the  real  excess  ought  to  be  considered 
as  $250,000,  with  the  addition  of  about  $80,000 
then  in  the  Bank  of  North  America,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  Amsterdam  bills,  beyond  the  advances  of 
the  Bank  for  the  publtc  service,  which  had  not  been 
passed  into  the  Treasurer's  account  It  is  proper 
to  remark  that  the  course  of  importations  oeoasbns 
large  receipts  in  the  ktter  part  of  each  year,  which 
circumstance  contributed  to  the  accumulation  in 
question. 

From  the  Ust  of  November  to  about  the  21st  of 
March,  an  investment  of  the  excess  on  hand  in  pur- 
chases was  impracticable. 

To  enable  the  House  to  understand  what  is 
meant  b/  saying  that  purchases  were  impractica- 
ble during  that  period,  it  is  neoessary  to  add,  that 
the  prices  of  stock  exceeded  the  limits  which  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  had  pre- 
scribed to  themselves.  Indeed,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  time  those  prices  were  manifestly  artificial, 
and  such  as  predicted  a  great  fall  not  far  distant. 
The  delay  incurred  was  accordingly  wdl  compen- 
sated by  the  prices  at  which  investments  were 
afterwards  made. 

From  the  21st  of  March  to  the  25th  of  April, 

purchases  were  effected  to  the  extent  of  $242,688 

81  in  specie ;  within  $80,000  or  $90,000  of  what 

'oould  have  been  spared,  consistently  with  the  rule 


which  has  been  mentbned,  as  proper  to  rc^inhu 
the  arrangements  of  the  Treasury. 

But  two  circumstances  operated  against  a  farther 
investment — a  sudden  rise  of  prices^  and  i  stite  of 
temporary  disorder  in  the  two  principal  mercutik 
scenes  of  the  country,  (occasioiied  by  the  excesriTi 
speculations  that  had  preceded,)  which  admoiBab* 
ed  the  Treasury  to  be  cautious  in  its  £sbane> 
ments. 

It  results  from  the  foregoing  view  of  the  nbject, 
that,  as  far  as  any  extraordinary  sum  mty  ftppctr 
to  have  remained  unemployed  in  the  banks  a  ho^ 
term  than  was  desirable,  it  proceeded  esseoti^y 
from  a  state  of  things  which  did  not  permit  its  en- 
ployment,  and  is  in  no  degree  attributable  to  ^ 
spirit  of  favoritism  towards  those  establishoMOts,  or 
any  of  them,  which  has  been  imagined,  as  the  soio* 
tion  of  appearances  not  rightly  understood  ud 
much  overrated. 

The  only  question,  then,  of  which  ttie  natters 
susceptible  is  this :  Was  not  the  state  of  tbisgi 
that  did  take  place  to  have  been  foreseen,  so  is  to 
have  infloenoed  the  drawing  for  a  proportiooablj 
less  sum? 

This  question  may  safely  be  answered  in  liie  «• 
gative. 

The  bills,  the  proceeds  of  which  contributed  t» 
constitute  the  excess,  which  remained  unemployed 
during  the  two  quarters,  were  drawn  in  Mij,  1791. 
In  that  month,  the  highest  prices  of  stodc  were 
17fr  2d.  for  six  per  cents.,  9s.  9d.  for  thrtc  per 
cents.,  and  9s.  8d.  for  deferred. 

No  reasonable  anticipation,  at  tbts  junctore,  ^ 
the  progressive  rise  of  stoek  could  hafe  carried  it 
in  so  short  a  time  to  the  height  which  it  attuned. 
or  beyond  the  limits  within  which  purchases  were 
deemed  advantageous.  The  rapid  and  extraordi- 
nary rise  which  did  ensue  was,  in  feet,  artifidil 
and  violent,  such  as  no  discreet  calculation  of  pro- 
babilities could  have  pre-supposed.  It,  therefore, 
cannot  impeach  the  prudence  or  expediency  of 
having  made  provision,  on  a  different  supposition, 
for  an  extension  of  purchasea 

The  proceeds  of  the  bills  which  were  drawn  sab- 
sequent  to  May,  only  began  to  be  coDected  tboet 
the  beginning  of  February,  and  continued  in  ooi- 
lection  until  the  29th  of  March.  On  the  2d  of 
February,  the  sum  received  amounted  to  do  more 
than  $18,481  88. 

These  last  bills  were  drawn  when  the  rapid  rise 
of  stock  commenced,  and  were  sold  upon  t  cre^t 
of  three  months.  It  was  a  natural  conjecture  thit 
a  rise  so  sudden  and  yiolent  could  not  be  of  loog 
duration,  and  that  a  declension  would  short)/  nc- 
oeed,  which  would  afford  an  opportunity  of  pv- 
chasing  with  advantage,  and  render  the  interns- 
tion  of  public  purchases  adfaptageous^  in  more 
than  one  respect.  The  event  ful^  correspooded 
with  the  anticipation. 

With  regard  to  the  bills  drawn  in  April  last  it 
has  been  stated  that  they  were  directed  to  be  £o)d 
upon  a  credit  of  six  months;  that  those  dn^  ni 
July,  August,  and  October,  were  made  pip^^ 
one  moiety  in  two,  the  other  moiety  in  four  mootfai 
Hence,  with  a  moderate  allowance  for  delay  in  il» 
sales,  the  period  contempUted  by  the  amos^ 


1273 


APPENDIX. 


127* 


Loan$» 


Bent  for  the  eomraencement  of  receipts  was  the 
nooth  of  October,  that  for  their  coosommation  the 
DO  nth  of  February. 

The  indoeements  to  the  drawing  of  these  bills 
uire  been  stated.  The  present  ezaminatioD  has 
'elation  merely  to  the  question  whether  the  Bank 
>f  the  United  States,  by  premeditation  of  this  De- 
)artment,  or  subsequent  omissions,  had  enjoyed 
iny  undue  advantage  from  the  depositee  of  the 
)roceed8  of  the  bills  at  the  end  of  the  year  1792, 
he  point  of  time  to  which  this  inquiry  haa  re- 
erence. 

The  statement  which  has  been  made  as  to  the 
iroe  the  moneys  received  to  that  period  had  re- 
nained  in  deposits  might  alone  be  relied  upon  as 
I  sufficient  answer.  If  delinquency  can  be  attach* 
id  to  the  non-employment  of  one  or  two  hundred 
hoosand  dollars  for  a  few  weel^s,  in  the  money 
)penitions  of  a  nations,  it  implies  a  minuteness  of 
esponsibility  which  could  never  be  encountered 
vith  prudence,  and  never  will  be  fulfilled  in  practice. 
The  distractions  of  attention  incident  to  a  great  and 
iomplicated  scene  of  business,  would  alone  disap- 
point the  expectation. 

But  I  have  more  than  this  to  offer  upon  the  pre- 
lent  occasion.  The  opportunity  for  investing  the 
noneys  on  hand,  during  the  period  in  question, 
xras  not  favorable.  This  was  experienced  by  the 
Fresaurer,  in  his  endeavors  to  invest  the  fund 
irising  from  the  interest  on  the  purchased  Debt 
There  was  no  part  but  the  deferred  which  could 
)e  had  at  all  within  the  limits  prescribed.  Seve- 
nl  indications  of  an  approaching  season  more  ad- 
mntageous  for  purchases  were  discernible,  and  a 
setter  employment  of  the  money  than  at  the  then 
trices  presented  itself  to  the  option  of  the  Legisla- 
»ire.  This  mode  of  employing  it  formed,  in  my 
nind,  part  of  a  general  plan  for  the  regular  redemp- 
aon  of  the  Public  Debt,  according  to  the  right  re* 
lerved  to  the  Government  The  one  per  cent 
n^hich  might  be  saved  was  regarded  as  one  means 
}f  constituting  the  proposed  annuities. 

Accordinglj,  on  the  30th  of  November  last,  pur- 
raant  to  a  rerorenee  of  the  d2d  of  that  month,  and 
;onnected  with  the  plan  of  redemption  contem- 
slated,  I  submitted  to  the  House  of  Repre^enta- 
ives  a  proposition  for  applying  the  moneys  in 
{uestioo  towards  discharging  the  Debt  which  the 
jfovernment  owes  to  the  &uk,  and  upon  which 
m  interest  of  six  per  cent  is  payable.  This  was 
nanifestly,  at  the  time  of  the  proposition,  the  most 
profitable  use  that  could  be  made  of  the  fund.  It 
las  been  already  stated  that  it  would  produce  a 
saving,  if  extended  to  the  whole  two  millions,  worth 
:o  the  Government  an  annual  sum  of  twenty  thou* 
nnd  dotliys^— equal  to  a  capital  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Thiit  proposition  tended  to  accelerate  the  employ- 
nent  of  the  moneys  on  hand,  in  a  way  the"^  most 
beneficial  to  the  Government,  and,  consequently,  to 
ihorten  the  duration  of  the  advantage  to  the  banks 
of  holding  them  by  way  of  deposite.  I  submit  it 
to  the  candor  of  the  House,  whether  it  be  not  full 
evidence  that  there  was  no  disposition  on  itiy  part 
to  prolong  to  those  institutions  a  benefit  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Government 


The  proposition  itaelf  has  not  yet  received  the 
decision  of  the  House. 

Another  ground  upon  which  the  suggestion  of 
mismanagement  and  undue  concession  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  banks  haa  been  founded,  respects  the 
Domestic  Loans  which  have  been  obtained.  Those 
of  them  which  have  been  made  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  are  represented  as  unnecessary,  tend* 
ing  to  afford  an  emolument  to  that  institution,  for 
which  the  United  States  had  no  equivalent  advan- 
tage. 

It  will  conduce  to  a  correct  judgment  of  this  mat' 
ter  to  resume  a  point  already  touched  upon,  and  to 
add  here  the  further  illustrations  of  it  which  have 
been  promised,  to  wit ;  that  it  ought  to  be  a  general 
principle  to  have  constantly  in  the  command  of  the 
Treasury,  at  its  different  places  of  deposite,  a  sum 
of  about  $600,000 — a  principle,  too,  whuih  must  be 
understood  with  reference  to  the  beginnings  of  the 
quarters  of  a  year,  when  the  chief  public  payments 
are  made  and  making. 

The  following  observations  will  apply  generally 
to  the  balances  which  appear  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  quarter.  The  greatest  part  of  the 
interest  for  the  preceding  quarter  will  have  been 
then  deducted,  but  a  part  is  always  in  a  different 
situation. 

.  The  payment  of  interest  upon  a  Public  Debt,  at 
thirteen  different  places,  in  an  operation  as  difficult 
and  complicated  as  it  is  new.  In  carrying  it  into 
execution,  it  is  of  necessity  to  lodge,  for  some  time 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  each  quarter,  at  se- 
veral of  the  Loan  Offices,  drafts  of  the  Treasurer 
for  the  sums  estimated  to  be  necessary  at  those 
ofiftces,  with  blanks  for  the  direction,  and  with  li-* 
berty  to  the  respective  officers  to  dispose  of  them 
upon  different  places,  as  a  demand  accrues.  This 
arrangement  has  an  eye  to  two  purposes— to  avoid 
large  previous  accumulations  at  particular  points ; 
to  fiicilitate  the  placing  of  the  requisite  sums  where 
they  are  wanted,  without  the  transportation  of  spe- 
cie. The  allowing  of  the  drafts  to  be  disposed  of 
on  several  places  gives  larger  scope  to  a  demand 
for  them,  and  renders  them  more  easily  salenble. 
But  it  is  a  consequence  of  this,  that  a  part  of  the 
drafts  are  often  not  placed  and  brought  into  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer  until  some  time  after 
the  expiration  of  the  quarter.  The  fund  for  them 
of  course  appears  on  hand  until  the  transaction  is 
completed. 

Connected  with  the  circumstance  of  paying  the 
interest  upon  the  Public  Debt  at  different  places  is 
this  further  consequence :  the  transfer  continually 
going  on  from  one  office  to  another  render  it  im- 
possible to  know  at  any  moment  when  provison  for 
the  payment  of  interest  is  to  be  made,  what  sum  is 
requisite  at  eacK  place.  Estimate  must  supply 
the  want  of  knowledge ;  and,  to  avoid  disappoint- 
ment anywhere,  the  estimate  roust  always  be  large, 
and  a  correspondent  sum  placed  in  the  power  of 
the  Commissioner^.  This  circumstance  alone  re- 
quires an  extra  sum  at  the  different  places  of  pay- 
nient,  which  ought  not  to  be  computed  at  less  than 
$50,000. 

Again  :  the  sums  payable  on  account  of  the  Civil 
List,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  which  amount  to 
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aboat  fifty  thoaannd  dollars,  exclusive  of  what  re- 
lates to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  are  always  in 
a  coarse  of  payment  for  some  time  within  the  sac- 
oeeding  quarter.  The  fund  for  them,  consequently, 
appears  in  the  moneys  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of 
such  quarter. 

Again :  there  are  constantly  considerable  arrears 
of  existing  appropriations,  for  which  demands  on 
the  Treasury  are  at  every  moment  possible;  the 
times  when  they  will  be  presented,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent, at  any  given  time,  being  in  a  great  degree 
contingent.  The  arrears  for  the  different  objects  of 
the  ^^r  Department  can  seldom  be  estimated  at 
less  than  (160,000. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  a  clear  principle  that  the 
Treasury  ought  to  be  always  ready  to  face  such 
arrears  as  may  be  claimed  a(  everv  instant  or  with- 
in any  short  period.  An  hoar's  distress  or  embar- 
rassment, to  make  good  a  public  payment,  already 
due,  would  be  baneful  to  public  credit  It  has 
been  a  uniform  maxim  of  the  present  administration 
of  the  Treasury  never  to  risk  such  distress  or  em* 
barrassment. 

Independently,  therefore,  of  the  weighty  consi- 
deration of  being  prepared  (especially,  with  a  war 
on  hand,  liable  every  moment  to  greater  extension) 
for  future  casualties,  the  mere  satisfaction  of  arrears 
ought  to  cause  the  constant  reservation  of  a  sum 
that  would  be  moderately  stated  at  half  the  sum 
which  it  has  been  alleged  ought  always  to  be  in  the 
Treasury.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  it  does  not 
often  happen  that  the  current  receipts  to  be  expect- 
ed in  any  immediately  succeding  quarter  are  likely 
to  exceed  the  probable  expenditure  of  the  quarter. 
The  reverse  is  as  often  the  case.  Hence  the  greater 
necessity  of  maintaining  a  constant  surplus. 

There  are  still  other  considerations  of  weight,  in 
a  just  estimate  of  the  point  in  question. 

The  sum  stated  as  necessary  to  be  always  in  the 
command  of  the  Treasury  is  never  in  fact  at  the 
Seat  of  the  Government,  where  for  the  greatest 
part  of  the  public  disbursements  are  to  be  made. 
The  depositories  of  it  are  the  several  banks  from 
Charleston  to  Boston.  The  whole  sum,  therefore, 
can  never  be  brought  into  immediate  action  for 
answering  the  claims  upon  the  Treasury.  No  part 
can  be  properly  viewed  as  in  this  situation  beyond 
New  York  on  the  one  side,  and  Baltimore  on  the 
other.  Whatever  part  is  more  remote  than  those 
points  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  capable  of  being 
commanded  in  less  time,  upon  an  average,  than 
sixty  days,  making  allowance  for  the  usual  delays  in 
the  sale  of  bills,  and  the  usual  terms  of  credit^ 
which  experience  has  shown  to  be  convenient. 

In  estimating  the  effective  sum  at  any  time  on 
hand  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  known  that  a  practice  for  the  simpliti- 
cation  of  the  Treasurer*s  bank  account  begun  with 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  has  been  continued 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  of  this  na- 
ture :  the  bills  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  upon  dis- 
tant places,  and  deposited  with  the  Bank  for  sale, 
are  immediately  passed  to  his  credit  as  cash,  though 
they  are  allowed  to  be  sold  at  credits  from  thirty 
to  sixty  days,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  pro- 
ceeds are  not  demandable  of  the  Bank  till  they 


are  collected.  Hence,  the  apparent  som  in  the 
fitenk  of  the  United  States  is  always  greater  thsa 
the  real,  sometimes  to  a  larffe  amount. 

The  deductions  to  be  made  for  this  cuennistaiiee 
are  shown  in  the  Treasurei's  half-monthly  state- 
ment of  balances,  No.  6,  beginning  with  the  1st  of 
June,  1792,  and  ending  with  the  Ist  of  Jaaoary. 
1793.  The  period  began  with  b  that  when  the 
first  instalment  of  the  Loan  from  the  Bank  waa 
payable,  and  has  been  selected  for  this  renaon. 

The  propriety  of  these  dedoetioos  appears  te 
have  been  objected  to,  by  anticipation,  on  two 
grounds — one,  that  the  bills  deposited  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  cash,  and  ought  to  be  eredited  as 
such,  on  the  receipt  of  them ;  the  other,  that  **  there 
is  a  regular  and  constant  infiux  of  moneys  into  the 
Bank,  by  the  operation  of  these  bills,  and  that  it  is 
not  very  material  whether  a  bill  lodged  in  the  Baak 
to-day  should  be  paid  to-day,  provided  aomething 
like  the  same  sum  should  be  paid  in  consequence  of 
a  bill  lodged  in  Bank  one  or  two  months'  ago,  snd 
the  bill  of  to-day  should  be  paid  on  or  two  months 
hence." 

Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  these  two  poai- 
tions  is  correct 

In  no  sense  are  the  notes  of  the  pnrchaaers  of 
the  bills,  which  are  taken  payable  in  thirty,  forty- 
five,  and  sixty  days,  the  same  thing  to  a  hank  as 
cash.  It  is  evident  it  could  not  pay  its  own  biiia 
with  those  notes.  In  this  primary  particolar,  there- 
fore, the  comparison  fails.  Neither  eoold  it  make 
discounts  upon  the  baais  of  those  notea  as  eash ; 
because  every  discount  gives  a  right  to  m  borrower 
to  call  and  receive  in  coin,  if  he  pleases,  the  amoorn 
of  the  sum  discounted.  Notes  are  not  coin,  oor 
do  they  confer  an  equal  power  to  pay.  It  is  tnc^ 
that  a  bank  will,  in  its  discounts,  make  aome  eal- 
cnlation  on  expected  receipts;  but  it  ean  never 
consider  them  as  equivalent  to  caah  in  band,  aor 
operate  upon  them  in  any  degree  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  upon  equal  sums  in  cash.  If  notea  par- 
able at  future  periods  were  equivalent  to  cash,  then 
every  discount  made  by  a  bank  would  confer  a  br 
culty  to  make  another  for  an  equal  sum;  for  there 
is  always  a  note  deposited  for  the  sum  diaoounted, 
and  the  power  of  discounting  might,  by  the  men 
exercise  of  it,  become  infinite.  An  hypothesis  of 
this  kind  will  never  be  acted  upon  by  any  pmdcst 
directors  of  a  bank,  and  could  not  be  long  acted 
upon  without  ruin  to  the  institution.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  that  the  great  profitable  business  of  s 
bank  consists  in  discounting. 

There  is  but  one  light  in  which  the  positioa 
under  examination  is  in  any  degree  founded 
It  is  this,  that,  were  it  not  for  the  instrunaentalitT 
of  the  bills,  the  specie  of  the  Bank  would  be  some' 
times  remitted  for  purposes  which  are  answered 
by  the  bills.  As  often  as  this  happens,  they  are  a 
substitute  to  the  Bank  for  cash,  because  they  pre- 
vent equivalent  sums  firom  being  carried  away. 
But  this  only  sometimes  happens.  In  numcnxa 
instances,  the  enterprises  to  which  the  bills  are 
subservient,  would  not  be  undertaken  at  all,  were 
it  not  for  the  power  of  anticipation  which  the 
credits  upon  them  afford.  In  many  oihtsr  in- 
stances, the  bills  of  the  Bank  itself  would  be  re- 
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litted  instead  of  specie;  in  others,  private  bills 
rould  be  substituted;  in  others,  mutual  credits  be- 
vreen  the  merchants,  to  be  liquidated  in  the  course 
f  mutual  dealings,  would  supply  the  call.  Hence 
t  is  only  true  that  Treasury  bills  sometimes 
nswer  the  purpose  of  cash  to  the  Bank,  whence 
t  does  not  follow  that  they  ought  always  to  be 
onsidered  and  credited  definitely  as  cash.  It  is 
Iso  true,  though  in  a  less  degree,  that  notes  de- 
osited  with  the  Bank  by  individuals  for  collection, 
ometimes  answer  to  it  the  purposes  of  cash ;  but 
;  will  be  readily  perceived  that  it  would  be  inad- 
lissible,  as  a  general  rule,  to  receive  and  credit 
bem  as  such.  The  effect  in  both  cases  would  be, 
bat  the  Bank  would  make  an  advance  of  a  present 
am  without  interest,  for  a  sum  to  be  received  in 
iture. 

An  arrangement,  indeed,  has  been  for  some  time 
epending  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
nd  the  Ireasury,  for  securing  to  the  Government 
he  advantage  of  an  immediate  absolute  credit  for 
be  bills  deposited,  as  so  much  cash,  to  be  coupled 
rith  some  collateral  accommodations  to  the  Bank, 
(ut  it  has  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect  The 
ict  heretofore  has  been  as  stated,  and  the  reason - 
Dg,  to  be  just,  must  proceed  on  that  basis.  The 
ist  of  the  two  positions  which  have  been  cited,  has 
till  less  foundation  than  the  first 

A  sum  received  to-day,  for  a  bill  deposited  two 
Donths  past,  can  in  no  view  be  deemed  a  substi- 
ute  for  the  amount  of  a  bill  deposited  to-day,  to 
)e  received  two  months  hence.  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  amount  of  the  first  bill  was  itself 
redited  at  the  time  of  the  deposits ;  and  that  the 
urn  received  to-day  on  that  account,  can  only  reap 
ize  the  antecedent  credit  It  cannot  represent, 
>r  be  an  equivalent  for  the  future  receipt  upon 
i  different  bill.  To  affirm  that  it  could,  is  to  make 
»ne  sum  the  representative  of  two.  The  conse- 
[uence  of  the  reasoning  would  be,  that  the  Govem- 
sent  ought  to  receive  the  money  paid  in  to-day  as 
i  satisfaction,  as  well  for  the  bill  deposited  to-day, 
IS  for  that  which  was  deposited  two  months 
tast 

Making  the  proper  deductions  on  account  of  the 
nils,  the  amount  of  the  effective  cash  in  the  banks 
X  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Baltimore,  was, 
»n  the  1st  of  June,  $587,091  11 ;  in  other  banks, 
here  was  then  also  the  further  sum  of  $Sk691  89, 
oaking,  together,  $596,683.  The  amount  of  the 
iffective  cash  on  the  2d  of  Julv,  in  the  banks  at 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  ana  Baltimore,  was 
1217,28^  76;  there  were  then  also  in  the  other 
Minks,  $184,998  85 ;  making,  together,  $402,288  61. 
The  amount  of  the  effective  cash  on  the  1st  of 
)ctober,  in  the  banks  at  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
ind  Baltimore,  was  $244,894  27 ;  there  were  then 
ilso  in  the  other  banks,  $145,420  24;  making, 
ogether,  $389,814  51. 

The  deductions  for  bills  at  the  several  periods 
rere  June  1st,  $157,508  83;  July  2d,  $220,900 ; 
)ctober  1st,  $31,100;  so  that,  including  the  bills  at 
hat  epoch,  the  whole  sum  in  the  banks  at  Phila- 
lelphia,  New  York,  and  Baltimore,  amounted  to 
10  more  than  $275,494  27 ;  the  sums  in  the  other 
)auks,  to  $146,420  24. 


On  the  1st  of  June,  there  were  paid  on  account 
of  the  Debt  to  France,  $100,000:  the  day  follow- 
ing, the  first  instalment  of  $100,000,  on  account  of 
the  Loan  from  the  Bank,  was  received.  On  the 
30th  of  June,  the  second  instalment  of  $100,000 
was  received.  These  two  instalments,  amounting 
to  $200,000,  are  included  in  the  sum  of  $217,234 
76,  which,  on  the  2d  of  Julv,  constituted  the  cash 
in  all  the  banks  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Baltimore. 

About  the  beginning  of  August,  another  instal- 
ment on  account  of  the  Loan  of  the  Bank  was  re- 
ceived, and  on  the  29th  of  September,  another, 
making,  with  the  preceding  ones,  $400,000.  This 
sum  was  involved  in  the  balance  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  October,  which,  it  has  been  seen,  did 
not  exceed  in  the  banks  at  and  near  the  Seat  of  the 
Government,  including  even  unsold  and  unpaid 
bills,  $275,494  27 ;  and  comprehending  the  sums 
in  all  the  other  banks,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
$420,914  51. 

From  the  foregoing  detail,  it  appears  that,  ex- 
cluding the  $200,000  received  on  Loan  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  month  of  June, 
there  would  have  been,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1792,  in 
the  command  of  the  Treasury. at  those  places, 
from  which  immediate  supplies  may  be  derived,  no 
greater  sum  than  $17,284  76;  that,  excluding  the 
$400,000  before  that  time  received  on  Loan  of  the 
same  Bank,  there  would  have  been  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1792,  an  absolute  deficiency  within  the 
scene  described,  of  $124,505  73;  that  the  whole 
balance  then  in  the  IVeasury,  whersoeven  depo- 
sitedf  amounted  only  to  $420,914  51,  and  exclud- 
ing the  Loan  of  the  Ba^  would  not  have  been 
more  than  $20,914  61. 

There  must  be  some  very  radical  error  in  my 
conceptions  of  the  proper  condition  of  the  Trea- 
sury, if  it  was  not  in  a  sufficiently  low  state  during 
the  whole  period  under  consideration ;  and  if  it 
be  not  demonstrated  that  the  moneys  taken  of  the 
Bank  on  Loan  were  necessary  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  were  obtained  wiUi  a  due  regard  to 
economy. 

There  are  circumstances  which  still  further 
manifest  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to 
this  point  The  powers  given  to  make  Loans  for 
domestic  purposes  at  difterent  times,  up  to  the 
8th  of  May,  1792,  comprehend  an  aggregate  of 
$1,053,865  74;  the  sums  which  have  been  actu- 
ally obtained  upon  interest,  amount  to  no  more 
than  $455,000. 

The  contract  upon  which  the  $400,000  were  ob- 
tained, was  made  the  25th  of  May,  1792,  extending 
to  $523,500,  and  contemplating  the  payment  of 
$400,000  of  that  sum  by  the  Bank,  in  equal 
monthly  instalments,  beginning  on  the  Ist  of  June, 
and  ending  the  1st  of  September ;  the  residue  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1798. 

Previous  to  the  making  of  that  contract,  there 
had  been  stipulated  to  be  paid,  on  account  of  the 
French  Debt,  for  the  supplies  to  St  Domingo, 
$400,000,  of  which  one-fourth  was  paid  in  March, 
another  fourth  was  payable  on  the  1st  of  June, 
another  fourth  on  the  1st  of  September,  another 
fourth  on  the  1st  of  December. 
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Particalar  causes  rendered  it  an  aeoommodation 
to  the  agents  of  France,  to  postpone  and  subdivide 
the  September  instalment  A  similar  postpone- 
ment took  place  with  regard  to  tlie  instalment 
payable  by  the  Bank  on  the  Ist  of  September, 
which  was  not  demanded  till  the  latter  end  of  th« 
month,  and  the  remainder  of  the  sum  contracted 
for  has  not  yet  been  demanded.  The  spirit  of  the 
precaution  which  secured  to  the  public  the  priri- 
lege  of  making  or  forbearing  its  calls,  according  to 
otrcumstanees,  needs  no  comment 

There  remain  to  be  noticed  two  circumstances, 
which  will  serve  to  throw  additional  light  upon  the 
conduct  which  has  been  observed  with  regard  to 
the  sums  from  time  to  time  kept  on  hand.  A 
comparison  of  the  sums  in  the  Treasury,  during 
the  years  1791  and  1792,  will  contradict  the  idea 
of  any  disposition  to  suffer  the  public  moneys  to 
accumulate  for  the  benefit  of  Uie  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  subdivisions,  and  will  at  the 
same  time  indicate  the  general  rule  which  has 
governed.  In  this  comparison,  it  is  necessary  to 
recollect  that  larger  operations  were  to  be  per- 
formed in  1792. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  the  rule  laid  down  has 
been  on  several  oocasions  exceeded.  How  this  has 
happened  at  certain  periods,  has  been  explained. 
But  there  is  a  view  of  the  subject  which  will- 
throw  further  light  upon  it 

The  sums  which  appear  on  hand  at  the  end  of 
any  quarter,  are  always  larger  on  a  retrospective, 
than  on  a  previous  view.  This  proceeds  from  the 
fotlowing  cause : 

The  judgment  to  be  formed  beforehand  of  the 
sums  which  will  be  received  within  any  future 
period,  must  of  necessity  be  regulated  by  the  re- 
turns in  the  possession  otthe  Tr^ury,  at  the  time 
the  examination  is  made.  As  these  come  forward 
with  more  or  less  punctuality,  that  judgment  will 
be  more  or  less  accurate;  but  the  appearance  on 
the  returns  will  always  be  short  of  the  fact,  be- 
cause a  certain  number  of  returns,  at  any  period 
of  examination,  will  i  necessarily  be  deficient 
What  does  not  appear,  must  of  course  be  essen- 
tially excluded  from  the  calculation  of  the  receipts 
to  be  expected  within  any  near  period ;  because 
the  extent  of  the  sums  which  may  have  accrued 
beyond  those  shown  by  the  returns  in  hand,  is  un- 
known, and  it  is  still  more  uncertain  in  what 
months  the  payments  of  them  may  fall ;  and  the 
combinations  of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  means  of 
fulfilling  the  demands  upon  it,  ought  to  proceed 
as  little  as  possible  upon  conjectures  and  uncer- 
tainties. Monthly  abstracts  of  the  bonds  taken  at 
each  port,  are  the  documents  which  serve  to  in- 
form the  Treasury  of  the  progress  of  the  receipts 
upon  the  duties  of  imports.  From  thes^  a  gene- 
ral abstract  is  made  up  once  a  month  at  the  Trea- 
sury, for  the  information  of  the  Head  of  the  De- 
partment, showing  the  amount  payable  in  each 
month.  But  very  considerable  differences  appear 
from  one  month  to  another.  The  statement  CZ 
will  serve  as  an  illustration.  It  contains  a  com- 
parison of  the  sums  shown  by  two  successive  ab- 
stracts, one  of  the  7th  of  November,  the  other  of 
the  7th  of  December  last,  for  a  term  of  ten  months, 


distributed  into  monthly  subdiviatona  The  ag- 
gregate difference  upon  the  whole  term  between 
the  two  abstracts,  is  $495,808  73;  upon  two 
months,  beginning  with  November,  and  ending 
with  December,  it  is  $151,789  40 ;  upon  m  quarter 
beginning  with  January,  and  ending  with  March, 
it  is  $174,471  66 ;  upon  a  subsequent  quarter,  it 
is  $81,055  81 ;  upon  a  still  subsequent  quarter,  it 
is  $87,991  86.  Hence  it  is  evident  th»t  an  ar- 
rangement founded  upon  the  abstract  of  the  7th  of 
November,  would  suppose  a  receipt  during  iny 
part  of  the  time  embraced  by  it,  even  the  most 
proximate,  considerably  less  than  would  appear  by 
the  abstract  only  one  month  later ;  and  it  must 
always  happen,  from  this  circumstance,  that  the 
actual  receipts,  while  punctuality  is  preserred, 
will  exceed  the  anticipations  of  them,  and  thst 
greater  balances  will  be  found  to  exist  at  any 
given  period,  than  could  have  been  beforehai^ 
safely  calculated  or  acted  upon.  This  drcora- 
stance,  duly  considered,  will  be  a  further  and  pow- 
erful justification  of  the  conduct  pursued  generally, 
in  relation  to  the  moneys  from  time  to  time 
kept  on  hand,  and  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Loans  of  the  Bank.  Low  as  tne  state  of  the  Trea- 
sury appears  to  have  been  on  a  retrospective  viev, 
when  the  moneys  upon  those  Loans  were  called 
for,  the  prospect,  at  each  time,  most  have  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  a  less  competent  supply, 
or  a  greater  deficiency,  than  was  afterwards  re- 
alized. 

I  am  not  sure  but  that  I  owe  an  tfpologj  to  the 
House  for  taking  up  so  much  of  its  time  in  obvi- 
ating the  imputation  of  partiality  or  fitvoritzsa 
towards  the  banks.  The  aspect  under  which  I 
view  it,  admonishes  me  that  I  may  have  annexed 
to  it  greater  importance  than  was  intended  to  be 
given  to  it  by  its  authors. 

That  a  disposition  friendly  to  the  accommoda- 
tion of  those  institutions,  as  far  as  might  be  coo- 
sistent  with  official  duty  and  the  public  interest,  bas 
characterized  the  conduct  of  the  Department,  wiQ 
not  be  denied.  No  man,  placed  in  the  o£5ce  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whatever  theoretic 
doubts  he  may  have  brought  into  it,  would  be  a 
single  month  without  surrendering  those  doubts 
to  a  full  conviction,  that  banks  are  essential  to  the 
pecuniary  operations  of  the  (Government  So 
man,  having  a  practical  khowledge  of  the  proba- 
ble resources  of  the  country  in  the  article  of  spede, 
(which  he  would  with  caution  rate  beyond  tbe 
actual  revenues  of  the  Government,)  would  rely 
upon  the  annual  collection  of  $4,500,000,  withoet 
the  instrumentality  of  institutions  that  give  a  coo- 
tinual  impulse  to  circulation,  and  prevent  tbe 
stagnation  to  be  otherwise  expected  from  lockii^ 
up  from  time  to  time  large  sums  for  periodical 
disbursements,  to  say  nothing  of  the  accommodt- 
tions  which  facilitate  to  the  merchant  the  pay- 
ment of  the  considerable  demands  made  upon  him 
by  the  Treasury.  No  man,  practicallv  acquainted 
with  the  pecuniary  ability  of  indiriduals  in  this 
country,  would  count  upon  finding  the  means  of 
those  anticipations  of  the  current  revenue  for  the 
current  service,  which  have  been,  and  will  be  ne- 
'  ccssary,,  from  any  other  source  than  that  of  the 
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imnks.  No  pnident  administrator  of  the  finances 
)f  the  country,  therefore,  but  would  yield  to  the  dis- 
position  which  has  been  acknowledged  as  alike  es- 
sential to  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  to  the 
ULtisfactory  discharge  of  his  trust — a  disposition 
^hich  would  naturally  lead  to  good  offices,  within 
;he  proper  and  justifiable  bounds. 

After  the  explanation  which  has  been  offered,  to 
nanifest  the  necessity  and  proprietv  of  the  Loans 
aade  of  the  Bank,  it  can  scarcely  be  requisite  to 
inter  into  a  refutation  of  the  process  by  which  it 
las  been  endeavored  to  establish  that  the  Govem- 
nent  pays  17  per  cent  upon  those  Loans.  The 
»tate  of  the  Treasury  rendered  it  expedient  to  bor- 
'ow  the  sums  which  were  borrowed;  they  have 
>een  duly  received,  and  the  rate  of  interest  stipu- 
ated  upon  them  is  5  per  cent  The  Government, 
;hen,  pays  upon  them  5  per  cent,  and  no  more. 

The  history  which  was  given  in  my  last  Letter,  of 
he  course  and  situation  of  the  Foreign  fund,  proves 
hat  the  supposition  from  which  the  inference,  of 
>aying  17  per  cent  upon  the  Domestic  Loan,  has 
jeen  drawn,  is  erroneous.  The  balances  on  band 
it  the  respective  periods  in  question,  are  the  resi- 
laes  of  the  moneys  which  had  been  received  from 
ivery  source,  including  the  Loans,  foreign  and  do- 
nestic. 

But,  if  the  supposition  which  appears  to  have 
>een  made  had  been  true,  it  was  still  impossible 
hai  17  per  cent  could  have  been  paid.  By  no  con- 
it  ruction  can  the  rate  be  extended  beyond  10.  The 
nean  interest  of  the  money  borrowed  abroad,  in- 
duding  charges,  is  5  per  cent ;  the  interest  stipu- 
ated  to  be  paid  on  the  Loan  from  the  Bank  is  also 
» ;  the  sum  of  the  two  is  10.  It  is  immaterial  for 
ivhat  purpose  the  Foreign  fund  wa&  obtained,  whe- 
her  to  pay  to  France  or  to  purchase  the  Debt ;  the 
v^orst  consequence  that  can  result  is  double,  not 
reble  interest  The  interest  payable  to  France  is 
>ayable  for  moneys  borrowed  and  spent  during  the 
nrar.  It  can  never  be  truly  said,  that  that  interest 
s  now  payable  on  any  existing  fund,  whether  bor- 
rowed in  Holland  or  borrowed  in  the  United  States, 
ir  borrowed  there  and  re-borrowed  here.  It  can 
lever  serve  to  make  an  addition  .to  the  cost  or 
;harges  of  any  such  fund.  It  is  payable  upon  one 
ong  since  procured  and  used. 

But  it  is  not  obvious  how  the  supposition  came  to 
>e  entertained,  that  all  the  moneys  drawn  here  from 
he  Foreign  fund,  bad  been  borrowed  for  the  pay- 
nent  of  the  Debt  to  France.  The  presumption  would 
«eni  to  have  been  more  natural,  that  they  had  been 
irtncipaHy,  if  not  wholly,  introduced  with  a  view  to 
mrchases  of  the  Debt,  and  consequently  had  a  more 
;pecial  reference  to  the  act  authorizing  a  Loan  for 
hat  purpose.  And  the  fact  is,  that  this  was  the 
lestination  of  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  sums 
Irawn  for.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  part  had  an 
je  to  the  supplies  to  St  Domingo,  and  that  another 
tart  was  introduced  with  a  view  to  the  payment  of 
he  foreign  officers.  • 

The  additional  observations  to  which  I  shall  re- 
[uest  the  attention  of  the  House,  will  apply  to  the 
curse  and  state  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  concerning 
vhich  I  transmitted  with  my  last  communication 
hree  .statements,  numbered  I,  II,  and  IIL 
2d  C0N.--4I 


To  give  a  more  collected  view  of  this  part  of  the 
subject,  it  may  be  of  use  to  include  here  a  recapi- 
tulation of  some  ideas  which  have  been  stated  in 
other  plaoe& 

It  is  the  course  and  practice  of  the  Department, 
for  all  public  moneys,  from  whatever  source  pro- 
ceeding, to  pass  into  the  Treasury,  and  there  form  a 
common  mass,  subject,  under  the  responsibility  of 
the  officers  of  the  Department,  to  the  dispositions 
which  have  been  prescribed  bv  law. 

The  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  appro- 
priated to  the  Sinking  Fund,  amounting  to 
$1,874,656  40,  went,  as  it  wq^s  received,  into  the 
TreasuiT. 

All  the  proceeds  of  the  bills  drawn  upon  the 
Foreign  fund,  prior  to  April,  1792,  except  the  sum 
of  $177,998  80,  left  in  deposite  with  the  Bank  of 
North  America,  for  reasons  which  have  been  ex- 
plained, passed  from  time  to  time  into  the  Trea- 
sury. The  whole  amount  of  the  sums  paid  in  is 
$907,294  28. 

The  proceeds  of  the  bills  drawn  for,  in,  and  sub- 
sequent to,  April,  1792,  have  not  yet  passed  into 
the  TreasuiT,  for  reasons  which  have  been  likewise 
assigned.  It  would  have  been  done  before  this  time, 
as  far  as  the  receipts  had  gone,  but  for  the  present 
inquiry,  which  temporarily  suspended  it  I  thought 
it  best  to  make  no  alteration  in  the  state  of  things 
as  they  stood  when  it  began,  at  least  till  all  the  in- 
formation desired  had  been  given.  Measures  will 
now  be  taken  for  a  settlement  of  the  accounts,  and 
for  a  transfer  of  the  proceeds.  The  whole  amount 
of  those  bills,  paid  and  unpaid,  including  an  esti- 
mated sum  of  interest,  will  be,  as  heretofore  stated, 
$1,220,476  10. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  bOls  drawn  is  $2,805,- 
769  18. 

Out  of  the  Sinking  Fund  composed  of  the  surplus 
of  the  revenue,  to  the  end  of  1790,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Foreign  bills,  there  were  issued  from 
the  Treasury,  and  expendeid  in  purchases,  to  the  end 
of  1792,  $967,770  66. 

For  reasons  which  have  been  stated,  it  was  finally 
deemed  advisable  to  place  those  purchases  wholly 
to  the  account  of  the  surplus  of  1790. 

Consequently,  there  remained  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, of  the  present  year,  $416,885  75,  of  the  above 
mentioned  surplus,  unapplied  to  purchases;  and 
the  whole  of  the  Foreign  Fund,  except  the  sum  of 
$726,000  paid,  and  reserved  to  be  paid,  for  the 
use  of  the  Colony  of  St  Domingo,  and  the  sum  of 
$191,816  90  paid,  and  reserved  to  be  paid,  to  the 
foreign  officers,  became  free  for  future  application. 
The  balance  of  the  proceeds  of  the  bills,  after  de- 
ducting for  those  reservations,  is  $1,888,452  22. 

Since  the  1st  of  January,  1793,  there  have  been 
issued,  on  account  of  the  Foreign  Fund,  for  pur- 
chases, $284,901  89. 

The  practice  has  uniformly  been,  not  to  separate 
any  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
from  the  common  mass  of  the  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury, but  in  proportion  to  the  occasions  of  invest- 
ing them  in  purchases. 

Hence  the  sum  of  $957,770  65,  issued  previous 
to  the  present  year,  and  the  sum  of  $284,901  89  in- 
cluding the  present  year,  making,  together,  $1,242,- 
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672  64,  are  all  the  moneys  which  have  been  evor  se- 
parated from  the  common  mass  of  the  Treasury,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  the  whole  of 
which,  except  $49,282  74,  have  been  actually  ex- 
pended in  purchases. 

The  unapplied  sum  remains  deposited  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  except  a  small  balance  of  $61 
76  in  the  hands  of  William  Heth. 

From  the  abore  rule,  the  part  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  arising  from  interest  on  the  Debt  extinguish- 
ed by  purchase  or  otherwise,  is  to  be  excepted. 
The  practice  hitherto,  has  been  to  include  this  in- 
terest in  the  general  diridend  of  each  quarter,  and 
the  warrant  issued  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  for 
paying  it  The  statement  No.  8,  accompanying 
my  last  letter,  shows  the  application  of  this  fund 
hitherto. 

The  law  directs  that  this  fund  shall  be  inrested 
within  thirty  days  after  each  quarter.  This  proTi- 
sion  began  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  July  last 

But  the  investments  were  not  made  within  the 
respective  times  prescribed.  This  proceeded  partly 
from  the  state  of  the  market,  and  partly  from  the 
regulations  adopted  by  the  Commissioners,  who 
were  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Attorney  General, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Their  regulations,  applying  to  the  two  first  quar- 
ters, limited  the  prices  to  certain  rates,  and  pre- 
scribed the  mode  of  sealed  proposals.  The  Trea- 
surer was  appointed  agent  for  the  Commissioners. 

The  proposals,  with  regard  to  the  first  quarter, 
were  receiyable  till  28th  of  July  inclusively ;  none 
were  offered,  as  the  Treasurer  reported  to  me,  and 
nothing  was  done. 

The  experiment  of  sealed  proposals  was  again 
tried  the  second  quarter,  with  somewhat  more, 
though  with  but  little  success.  The  restriction  to 
this  mode  of  proceeding  was  rescinded,  on  the  last 
day  of  the  thirty  allowed  for  purchasing,  and  some 
further  purchases  were  made,  but  tho  whole  sum 
invested  was  only  $25,969  96. 

The  residue  of  this  fund,  except  some  small  sums 
noted  at  foot  of  statement  No.  8,  was  in  January  past 

The  unapplied  part  of  the  surplus  of  1790  having 
been  expended  in  aid  of  the  receipts  of  1791,  accord- 
ing to  the  provision  which  was  made  for  that  pur- 
pose, will  remain  suspended  until  the  future  receipts 
shall  so  far  exceed  the  current  disbursements  as  to 
produce  a  surplus  for  replacing  it 

In  computing  the  amount  of  the  unapplied  Fo- 
reign Fund,  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  the  account 
the  payments  made  from  it  during  the  years  1791 
and  1792,  on  account  of  the  interest  of  the  Foreign 
Debt 

Provision  having  been  made  for  paying  this  inter- 
est out  of  the  Domestic  revenues,  the  sums  which 
have  been  paid  on  that  account  from  the  Foreign 
Fund,  are  to  be  considered  in  the  same  light  as  if 
they  had  been  transferred  here  by  drafts. 

The  amount  paid  at  Amsterdam  is  one  million 
nz  hundred  thirty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  guilders  and  two  stivers,  equal  at  3  64-11 
ninetieths  per  guilder,  to  $659,874  84. 

There  will  be  additions  to  be  made,  which  are 
not  at  present  ascertained. 

Adding  this  sum  to  the  proceeds  of  the  bills,  and 


deducting  the  sams  paid  and  to  be  paid  ftr  St  Do- 
mingo, and  the  foreign  officers,  and  those  applied 
to  purchases  during  the  present  j^Kt^  there  wffl  re> 
main  a  sum  of  $1,768,424  68,  snbfccl  to  a  iotaf 
application. 

Of  thissum,  $1,716,098  11  will  be  properfyappfi- 
cable  to  the  purchase  of  the  Debt  But  drcuiutiDees 
may  render  it  eligible  to  appropriate  a  part  of  it  to- 
wards the  discharge  of  the  Forei^  Debt 

From  tiie  plan  which  has  been  pursaedyit  iiiltP 
liable  to  this  application. 

I  have  the  honor  to  annex  to  the  statemeiiti  iKit- 
tofore  transmitted,  those  in  the  printed  wsSbMa 
marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

A,  exhibits  the  relative  state  of  rerenae  aad  tp- 
propriations,  to  the  end  of  1792.  B,  the  rebtnt 
state  of  appropriations  and  expenditures  to  theoiM 

Eeriod;  showing  the  balance  unsatisfied  of  eick 
ead  of  appropriation.  C,  applies  these  statenents 
to  an  explanation  of  the  demands  or  charges  npos 
the  excess  of  income,  beyond  the  disbnnfaaails,  to 
the  end  of  1792. 

In  addition  to  these  are  two  statements,  mariud 
DandE. 

D,  showing  what  proportion  of  the  balancci  in- 
satisfied  of  the  sevenl  impropriations  are  likely  to 
be  real  expenditures,  and  what  part  are  not  likdy 
to  be  so.  In  this,  however,  in  several  instances, 
probability  must  guide,  the  nature  of  the  thing  fiot 
admitting  of  certainty. 

£,  showing  the  cash  on  and  upon  the  first  of  Ji- 
nuary  last,  and  likely  to  be  received  from  that  dt; 
to  the  1st  of  April  next,  and  the  sums  paid  and  paj- 
able  during  that  period. 

The  result,  founded  upon  facts,  contradicts  fcry 
essentially  tha|  statement,  which  aims  at  sbowiBg 
the  ability  of  the  Treasury,  bemdes  defnyiog  the 
current  expenses  of  the  ouarler,  to  pay  off  twe  m2* 
lions  to  the  Bank ;  still  leaving  a  balance  in  fiiv 
of  the  Treasury  of  $664,268  64. 

It  shows  that,  after  satisfying  the  demands  ftf 
which  the  Treasury  is  bound  to  be  prepared,  0- 
cluding  a  payment  to  the  Bank  of  only  one-teoth 
part  of  the  $2,000,000,  of  which  the  sUtdoeatit- 
luded  to  supposes  the  complete  payment,  tboc 
would  remain  a  balance  in  fiivor  oi  the  Treaniyof 
no  more  than  $664,180  89.* 

It  could  answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  delay  tb 
House  with  a  particular  examination  of  the  vinoas 
misapprehensions  which  have  led  to  a  resolt  lodiA 
ferent  from  the  true  one.  It  will  be  sufficient,  tf  u 
example,  to  state  a  single  instance.  It  is  asasD^i 
as  an  item  in  the  calculation,  that  a  sum  of  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  will  come  into  the  Treasury  bj  "^ 
first  of  April,  on  account  of  the  revenue  of  the  cv* 
rent  year ;  while  the  probability  is,  that  the  fos 
received  may  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dolltn;  ths 
presumption  of  a  million  is  evidently  founded  upon 
two  mistakes. 

1st  It  proceeds  on  the  basis  of  an  annoal  rr^f' 
nue  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  and  supposes  thi» 
sum  equally  distributed  between  the  diCfin«otq1tt^ 
ters  of  the  year,  a  million  to  each  quarter ;  vbeit 


^  The  Bum  here  mentioned  wn  CHoitted,  throogli  honT>t*^ 
inierted  in  the  original,  the  bUnk !»  here  JUIed  oomfgnnti(r  ^ 
the  tutemeat  £. 
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n  fact,  there  are  two  seasons  of  the  year  ineom- 
Mirablj  more  prodactire  than  the  other  parts  of  it, 
riz  :  Those  portions  of  the  Spring  and  Fall  which 
ire  embraced  by  the  second  and  third  quarters ; 
he  first  and  fourth  beinff  far  less  productive. 

Sd.  It  suj^ses  all  the  duties  which  accrue  are 
mmediately  paid;  whereas  the  cases  of  prompt 
[my  meat  are  confined  to  those  in  which  tiie  duties 
)n  pacticubtf  articles  imported  in  one  ressel,  by 
)ne  person  or  co-partnership,  do  not  exceed  fifty 
loUars;  in  all  other  instances,  a  credit  not  less 
than  four  months  is  allowed,  which  canies  the 
payment  on  the  importations,  upon  the  Tory  first 
lay  of  the  quarter,  a  month  beyond  the  expiration 

l>f  it.  -  I  Aue  c&iw«  uio  orsA&Ba 

If  the  whole  amount  of  the  dutiesi  which  ac-i  .    of  the  House  of  Representativea. 


erued  duriog.  the  first  quarter  of  1792,  in  cash  and 
bonds,  was  no  more  than  9307,163  84,  adding  one 
seventh  for  the  additional  duties,  it  ought,  by  ana- 
logy, to  be  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
9322,479  94 ;  less,  in  totality,  than  the  sum  which 
it  has  been  computed  would  be  actually  in  money 
in  the  Treasury,  by  9677,627  06 ;  and  less,  by  the 
whole  -million,  nearly,  than  will  probably  be  in 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  that  account 

With  perfect  respedt,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  cfthe  Treatury. 

The  Hoa  the  Sfsaksr 


ESTIMATE  OF  APPBOPBLLTIONB. 


EBtimaU  qftJu  expenditurafor  the  OM  LiMt  <^  the  United  Statm,  togMer  with  ths^inaidmUal  and 
earUinffent  expeneee  of  the  en&ral  Departmmte  and  Offleee^  fiir  the  year  1793. 

[PoUished  by  the  order  of  the  House  of  BepresentativeB,  and  refonred  to  in  the  Secretary's  Report  of  Noveniber 

80,  atOtf  page  1162.] 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  reports  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  estimates 
herewith  sent,  marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

The  first,  relating  to  the  Civil  List,  or  tiie  expenditure  fbr  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment durinff  the  year  1793,  including  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  several  Departments  and  Offices,  amounting  to  -         '  -  -  -       $362,466  39 

The  second,  relating  to  certain  deficiencies  in  former  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  to  a  provision  in  aid  of  the  fund  heretofore  established  for 
the  payment  of  certain  officers  of  the  Courts,  jurors,  witnesses,  d&C.,  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  liffht-bouses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  and  to  certain  other 
purposes  specified  therein    -.-..---  92,699  66 

The  third,  relating  to  the  War  Department,  showing  tiie  probable  expenditure  of 
that  Department  for  the  year  1793,  including  a  sum  of  $82,246  32  for  pensions 
to  invalids 1,171,719  06 

Amounting,  together,  to    -  .  •  .  .      1,616,785  10 

The  funds  out  of  which  appropriations  may  be  made  for  the  foregoing  purposes,  are:  1st  The  sum 
of  $600,000  reserved  annuallv  for  the  support  of  Government  out  of  the  duties  on  imports  aifd  tonnage, 
by  the  act  making  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States.  2d  The  surplus  which  may  remain  un- 
expended, of  the  sums  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  War  Department  for  the  year  1772.  3d.  The  un- 
appropriated surplus  of  the  existing  revenues  to  the  end  of  the  year  1793 ;  which  fUnda,  it  is  believed, 
will  prove  adequate  to  the  obiect,  as  is  illustrated  in  the  schedule  herewith  transmitted,  marked  D.  But 
as  some  deficiency  may  possibly  happen,  and  as  partial  anticipations  of  the  revenue  will  probably  be  re^ 
qaisite  to  face  the  demands  for  the  public  service,  as  they  accrue,  it  appears  to  be  essential  that  a  power 
to  borrow  should  accompany  the  grant. 

The  Secretary  bess  leave  also  to  present,  fbr  the  information  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two 
statements  (marked  E  and  F)  of  the  expenditure  of  two  several  sums:  one  of  $50,000,  and  the  other 
of  $5,000,  heretofore  appropriated  **  towards  discharging  such  demands  on  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  should  have  been  ascertained  and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at 
the  Treasury,  and  which  should  be  of  a  nature  according  to  the  course  thereof,  to  require  payment 
in  specie.** 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  Secretary  of  the  Treoiwry. 

Trxasukt  DsFAXTM  BUT,  November  14, 1792. 

ESTIMATE. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  United  States           ....  $25,000  00 

That  of  the  Vice  President        .-....-.  6,000  00 

Compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice         .......  4,000  00 

Compensation  of  five  Associate  Judges,  at  $3,500  per  annum  each        .           -           .  17,500  00 
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Compensation  of  the  Judges  of  the  following  Districts,  viz : 

Maine  -            -  .  - 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont          .  .  . 

Massachusetts  -  .  . 

Rhode  Island   -  .  i, 

Connecticut      .  .  - 

New  York        .  •  . 

New  Jersey      .  .  . 

Pennsylvania    -  .  . 

Delaware         .  .  . 

Maryland          .  .  ^ 

Virginia            .  .  - 

Kentucky         .  .  . 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia            •  .  - 

Compensation  to  the  Attorney  General        .  .  - 


11,000  0(1 
1,000  00 

m(A 

1,200  00 
800  90 
1,000  00 
1,600  00 
1,000  00 
1,600  06 
800  00 
1,500  00 


1,000  00 
1,500  01 
1,800  00 
1^00 
1,900  00 


MEMBBHS  OF  THE   SENATE   AHD   HOUSE   OF   BEFRESSHTATETE8,  AHD 

THEIR  OFFICERS. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  his  compen- 
sation to  the  3d  of  March,  1793—1 19  days,  at  913  per  day        -  $1,428 

Also,  for  compensation  to  the  Speaker  of  the  3d  Congress  for  the 
residuary  time,  so  as  to  estimate  for  six  months'  attendance  in 
one  year,  at  $13  per  day  .....       762 


00 


00 


To  98  members  to  3d  of  March,  1798—119  days,  at  $6  per  day  -  69,972  03 
For  compensation  to  134  members  of  the  3d  Congress  for  the  re- 
siduary time,  BO  as  to  estimate  for  six  months'  attendance  in 
one  year,  at  $6  per  day  each        .....  42,744  00 


•2»190  00 


Travelling  expenses  to  and  from  the  Seat  of  Government 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  one  year's  salary  ... 

Additional  allowance,  estimated  for  tax  months,  at  $2  per  day    - 

Principal  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  for  the  same  time, 

at  93  per  day      -  - 

EnCTossiiig  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  estimated  for 

the  same  time,  at  $3  per  day  ..... 
Chaplain  to  the  Senate,  estimated  for  the  same  time,  at  $iOO  per 

annum  ...--... 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  one  year's  salary  ... 

Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  one  year's  salary 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  one  year's  salary 
Additional  allowance,  estimated  for  six  months,  at  $2  per  day 
Principal  clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, estimated  for  6  months  at  tf3  per  day 
Engrossing  clerk,  estimated  for  same  time,  at  (2  per  day  - 
Chaplain  to  the  House    of  Representatives,  estimated  for  six 

months,  at  $500  per  annum  ..... 
Sergeant-at-Arms  for  same  time,  at  $4  per  day  ... 
Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  estimated  at  one 

year's  salary        -  •  -  -  .  .  ,        . 

Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  estimated 

at  one  year's  salary         ..•.»• 


1,600 
365 


00 
00 


112,716  00 
20,000  00 


1,865  00 
547  50 


866  00 


250  00 
600  00 
460  00 
IfiOO  0 
365  00 

547  50 
365  00 

260  00 
730  00 

500  00 
450  00 


143,59109 


TREASURY  DEFAETMEHT. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  - 
Two  principal  clerks,  at  $800  each 
Six  clerks,  at  $500 
Messenger  and  office  keeper 


3,600  00 

1,600  00 

3,000  00 

250  00 


8,350  00 
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TIIIA8I7BT  DiPABTHiRT — Continued. 

comptroller  of  the  Treasoiy         .....  |a,400  00 

Vincipal  clerk      -.-....  800  00 

?welve  clerks,  at  $500  each         .....  0,000  00 

(essenger  and  office-keeper         .....  260  00 

Veasnrer              .......  2,400  00 

Vincipal  clerk      .......  600  00 

Vo  clerks,  at  $600  each  --....  1,000  00 

Messenger  and  office-keeper         .....  lOO  00 

/ommissioner  of  the  Rerenae      -           -           -           -           -  1,900  00 
nuree  cleiks  on  the  business  of  the  Revenue,  &c.            •           -  1,600  00 
)ne  clerk  on  the  bumness  of  the  light-houses,  beacons,  buojs,- pub- 
lic piers^  and  stakeage              .....  600  00 
ilesseoger  and  office-keeper        •           -           -           -           -  200  00 

Auditor  of  the  Treasury    .---..  1,90000 

Principal  clerk      -           -           -           -           -           -            -  800  00 

^fteeu  clerks,  at  $600  each          -           -           -           -           -  7,600  00 

iessenger  and  office-keeper         .....  250  00 

tegtster  of  the  Treasury   -           -           -           -           -           .  1,760  00 

niree  clerks  on  the  impost,  tonnage,  and  excise  accounts            -  1,600  00 

iVo  clerks  on  the  books  and  accounts  relative  to  the  exports       -  1,000  00 
Cwo  clerks  on  the  books  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public 

moneys,  at  $600            ......  1,000  00 

)ne  clerk  for  recording  ships'  registere  and  licenses         -           -  600  00 
Chree  clerks  for  drawing  out,  checking,  issuing,  and  taking  re- 
ceipts for  certificates  of  the  Domestic  and  Assumed  Debts         -  1,600  00 
four  cleiks  on  the  books  of  the  general  and  particular  Loan 
offices,  comprehending  the  interest  accounts  and  unclaimed 
dividends  at  the  several  Loan  offices      ....  2,0Q0  00 

^en  clerks  on  the  books  and  records  which  relate  to  the  public 

creditors,  on  the  several  descriptions  of  stock  and  transfer        -  8,600  00 
h\u  clerks  on  the  books  and  records  of  the  registered  Debt,  in- 

cludmg  the  payment  of  its  interest        ....  2,00000 

^0  clerics  to  complete  the  arrangement  of  the  public  securities, 

in  books  prepared  for  their  reception  in  numerical  order           -  1,000  00 

nro  derks  on  the  books  of  the  late  Qovemment  -           -           -  1,000  00 

^0  transcribing  clerk       -           -           -           -           -          .-  600  00 

iVo  office-keepers,  incident  to  the  several  offices  of  the  Redster, 

»t  $176 860  00 


^0  derics  appointed  to  count  and  examine  the  old  and  new 
eousaiona  of  Ck>ntinental  money  and  indents^  at  $600  each 


$9,460  00 


4,100  00 


4,100  00 


10,4iS0  00 


17,600  00 
1,000  00 


$56,060  00 


DIPABTMXIIT  or  8TATB. 


Phe  Secretary  of  State 
)ne  chief  clerk      - 
nirce  derks,  at  $600  each 
^erk  for  foreign  laneuages 
KesBenger  and  office-keeper 


8,600  00 
800  00 

1,500  00 
260  00 
250  00 


6,800  00 


DIPABTMXST  Of  WAB. 


Jjcrctary  of  the  Department 
cMndpal  derk 
^ix  clerks  at  $600  each     - 
ttessenger  and  office-keeper 

^ooounttnt  to  the  War  Department 


-  8,000  00 

-  800  00 

-  8,000  00 
.  250  00 

•  1,200  00 


7,060  00 
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Six  clerks,  (one  od  the  principal  books,  two  on  the  aoooantB  of 
the  late  Army,  tvro  on  the  accounts  of  the  presenit  Army,  and 
one  on  the  principal  books  of  the  late  Paymaster  General  and 
Conunissioner  of  Army  accounts,)  at  |500  each 


BOARD    or    COMMISSIONERS     rOR    THS  .  SKTTLIMIRT 

couirrs  bxtwein  thk  uiriTKD,  st^txs  acid 

STATES. 

Three  Commissioners,  at  $2,250  each 
One  chief  clerk,  at  $800     . 
KleTen  derks,  at  $500  each 
Messenger  and  office-keeper 


OF     THE.  AO* 
nVDITIDUAL 


liOAH  OfflCBttL 


$8,000  00 


For  New  Hampshire 
For  Massachusetts 
For  Rhode  Island 
For  Connecticut 
For  New  York 
For  New  Jersey 
For  Pennsylyania 
For  Delaware 
For  Maryland 
For  Virginia 
For  North  Carolina 
For  South  Carolina 
For  Georgia 


OOYBBNlflNT  OF  THE  WESTERN  TERRhOBT. 

District  northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  Goremor  for  his  salaiy  as 
such,  and  for  discharging  the  dutioi  of  Superintendent  of  In< 
dian  Affairs,  Northern  department         . 

The  Secretary  of  said  district         .... 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  printing  patents  for  land,  ftc. 

The  three  Judges  at  $800  each 

District  southwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  GoTernor  for  his  salair  as 
such,  and  for  discharging  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  In 
dian  Affiiirs,  Southern  department  *      ,  .  * 

Secretary  of  said  district  .    '       .  ,  \       .    . 

Stationery,  office  rent^  Jbc.  •  .  .  . 

Three  Judges,  $800  each  .... 

FXIISI0N8  OBANTED  BT  THlB  LATE  OOTEBNMBNT. 

^Sf  n^i^^?^  C  -A.  pension  of  $200  per  annum,  pursuant  to  an 
Dwid  Wimk.  )      *^*  ^^  Congress  of  8d  November,  1780 

Dominique  L'E^lize,  per  act  of  Congress  of  8th  August,  1782^ 
Joseph  Traversie,  per  act  of  Congress  of  8th  August,  1782    - 
Youngest  son  of  General  Mercer,  per  act  8th  April,  1-782 
Youngest  children  of  ^e  late  Migor  General  Warren,  per  act  Ist 
July,  1780  •  •  .•-..-. 

t!S!1  p««!!i^^  I  ^^  •ct  of  lOfh  September,  1788,  entifled  to 
jZjoST^     \         apen8ionof$40eachperamium        . 

Bliaabeth  Bergen,  per  act  of  2l8t  August,  1781     . 
Joseph  De  Beauleau,  per  act  of  6th  August,  1782       -      .  . 

Richard  Gridley,  per  acts  of  17th  November,  1775,  and  -26th 
February,  1781  .  -  .  .  .     -      . 

lieutenant  Colonel  Tousard,  per  act  of  27th  October,  1788 

Grant  to  Baron  Steuben— bis  aonual  allowanee  by  act  of  Congress 


6,760  00 
800  00 

5,500  00 
250  00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


660 
1,500 

600 
1,000 
1,600 

700 
1,500  00 

600  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 

700  00 


2,000  00 
750  00 
850  00 

2,400  00 


2,000  00 
750  00 
850  00 

2,400  00 


$4^200  00 


600  00 

120  00 
120  00 
400  00 

450  00 

120  00 

63  88 
100  00 

444  40 

860  oa 


$11400  06 


18,860  €0 


18^01 


11,000  61 


2,767  73 
8,500  06 
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rOB  IHCIDBIITAL    AlTD    COHTIHOBirr    XXPKNSBS    RBLATITB    TO    THS 

CITIL  LIST  BSTJiBUSHMIirr. 

Under  this  hetd  are  oomprehended  firewood,  stationery,  together 

with  printing  work,  and  all  other  contingent  ezpenaes  of  the  two 

Houses  of  Congress,  rent;  and  office  expenses  of  the  three  seTO- 

ral  Departments,  vis :   IVeasniy,  State,  and  War,  and  of  the 

General  Board  of  Oommtssioners. 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  his  estimate        ....  $8,000  00 

Cleric  of  the  House  of  RepresentadTes,  his  estimate  to  8d  of 

March,  17»8 $4,162  00 

ProTisioiuury  for  the  8d  CoDgress  -  ...  -    2,400  00 


TBBASaBT  DBPABTMBHT. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  estimate    -           •           -           -  500  00 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  per  estimate           -           -           -  600  00 

Treasurer,  per  estimate     ......  450  00 

Commissioner  of  the  BLevenue,  per  estimate          ...  $00  00 

Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  per  estimate      -           -           -           -  600  00 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  (including  books  for  the  public  stocks,) 

per  estimate       .......  2,000  00 

Rent  of  the  Treasury        .           -           -                       .           -  660  00 

Rent  of  a  house  taken  for  a  part  of  the  office  of  the  Register  -  200  00 
Rent  of  m  house  for  the  <^ce  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Roto- 

nue,  and  for  part  of  the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  and  part  of 

the  office  of  the  Register  -  -  -  -  266  66 
Rent  of  a  house  for  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  and  a  small  store  for 

public  papers     .......  878  88 

Wood  for  the  Department,  (Treasurer's  excepted,)  candleSi  Ac    -  1,200  00 


$6,662  00 

$0,62  00 


7489  99 


DBPABTMBVr  Or  STATB. 

Including  the  expense  attending  the  collection  of  the  laws  of  the 
leTeraf  States,  for  publishing  the  laws  of  the  second  session  of 
the  second  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  printing  an  edi* 
tion  of  the  same,  to  be  distributed  Sjrreeably  to  Uw,  for  the  col- 
lection of  newspapers  from  the  different  States,  and  gasettea 
ftomabtoad 1,861  67 

DBPABTKBirr  Or  WAB. 

Secretary  of  War,  per  estimate     -----       600  00 
Accountant  to  the  War  Department         ....       800  00 

900  00 

General  Roard  of  Commissioners,  per  estimate     ...  814  00 

Total 862,466  89 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Beguter. 
TBXAseBT  Dbfabtmbbt,  Segutm't  Office^  Ncvmber  8, 1792. 


J^  additional  eUimaU  for  making  good  d^ficieneiei/or  the  iupporto/the  (Hoil  Li»t  EBtahliihtnent ; 
for  aiding  the  Fund  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  certain  ojffken  of  the  Courte^  Jurors,  and 
mtneeeee;  for  the  support  of  lighuhouees ;  and  for  ine  eetabliehment  qften  cutters^  and  for  other 
purpoeet, 

VOB  THB   SALABIBS  OF   CBBTJklXr   OmCXXS,  BT   IK    ACT    KAKINO    ALTXBATIOKS    IK    THB    TBBASUBT    AKD 

WAB  OBPABTMBKTS. 

Salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  from  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  to  the 
8l8t  of  December  following,  at  nineteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum  -  $1,288  98 

Salary  of  three  clerks,  on  the  business  of  the  revenue,  same  time,  at  five  hun. 
dred  dollars  per  annum,  each  ......        978  09 

Salarv  of  one  clerk  on  the  business  of  the  lieht-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
public  piers,  and  stakeage,  at  five  hundred  <K>llarB  per  annum,  for  same 
time  •  •  .  .  -  .  -  .  -826  08 


1295  APPENDIX.  1296 

Bdimate  of  Appropriaiuma*  %, 

8ALARIXS,  &c. — Continued. 

Salary  of  messenger,  at  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  for  same  time  -      $180  41 

Contingent  expenses  for  procuring  desks  and  other  furniture,  stationery,  ftc        200  00 
Salary  of  the  Accountant  to  the  War  Department,  from  the  8th  of  Maj  to 

the  81st  December  following,  at  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum  -        782  46 

Salary  of  his  clerk,  from  the  28d  of  Jdy  to  the  81st  of  December  following, 
at  fire  hundred  dollars  per  annum    -.----        220  10 

Contingent  expenses  for  his  office        -  -  -  -  -  -168  8ft 

Salary  of  each  of  the  two  principal  clerks  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

at  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum  each,  for  the  same  period         -  -     1,048  28 

Salary  of  a  clerk  to  the  Tmsurer,  from  the  18th  of  June  to  the  81at  of  De- 
cember, 1792,  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum     ....        269  86 

For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  8th  of 
May,  1792,  to  the  8l8t  of  December  following,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per 
annum         .........       260  82 

For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  8th  of 
May,  1792,  to  the  81st  of  December  following,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per 
annum         .........        260  88 

Do.  of  the  Treasurer  for  same  time,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum  -        260  82 

Do.  of  the  Register  for  same  time,  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  •  -        826  08 

Do.  of  the  Attorney  General  for*  same  time,  at  four  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num- -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -       260  82 

Do.  of  the  chief  clerk  in  the  War  Department,  same  time,  at  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum    -  -  -.-  -  -  -  -        108  41 


$6,8SStSl 


To  make  good  deficiencies  for  the  support  of  the  CiTil  List,  viz : 
To  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  for  amount  of  his 
estimate     ........    $80200 

And  for  the  pay  of  Bernard  Webb,  his  principal  clerk,  from  1st  of 
July  to  the  1st  October,  1792 — ^ninety-two  days,  at  three  doUars 
per  day      -.-----.      276  00 

For  so  much  short  estimated  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State       ...  -        98  84 

Do.  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasuiy  Department,  the  pay- 
ments whereof,  to  the  80th  of  September,  1792,  having  exceeded 
the  said  appropriations  by  the  sum  of       -  -  -  -  1,500  00 

Estimated  amount  of  expenses  to  the  81st  of  December,  1792  -      900  00 

For  so  much  short  appropriated  for  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the 
Tr^isury,  the  estimate  for  1792  having  been  for  only  one  office- 
keeper  ;  whereas,  from  the  increased  number  of  offices,  and  their 
being  kept  in  separate  houses,  two  office-keepers  were  required, 
and  have  been  employed  at  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
each  ........        850  00 

Deduct  appropriation  for  one  .....        250  00 


578  OO 


2,400  00 


100  00 

8,171 » 


For  the  salaries  of  the  Doorkeepers  and  Assistant  Doorkeepers  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  under  the  act  for  their  compensation,  passed 
the  12th  of  April,  1792  : 

For  the  salary  of  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  from  the  9th  of  May,  1792, 
to  the  81st  of  December  following,  at  fiv^  hundred  dollars  per  annum         -    .    8SS4  65 

For  the  salary,  for  the  same  time,  for  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, at  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ....        824  65 

For  the  salary  to  the  Assistent  Doorseeper  to  the  Senate,  for  the  same  time, 
at  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ....        292  19 

For  the  salary  to  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
for  same  time,  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  -  -        292  19 

Commissioners  of  Loans  in  the  several  States,  for  the  salaries  of  their  clerks, 
and  for  stationery,  under  the  act  passed  the  8th  May,  1792 : 

By  their  accounts,  rendered  to  the  81st  of  December,  1791,  an  additional  ap- 
propriation is  requisite,  of    -  -  -  -  -  -  -     1,650  00 


1,8S8 
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rom  their  aooounts,  already  rendered  for  the  present  year,  the  following 
sums  are  estioiated  for  each  office  to  the  Slst  of  December,  1792,  the  ag- 
gregate whereof  is  calculated  sufficient  to  cover  all  demands  to  that  pe- 
riod, TIE : 
niliam  Gardner,  New  Hampshire      ......      $650  00 

fathaniel  Appleton,  Massachosetts     -    '        -  -  -  -  -     4,781  52 

abez  Bowen,  Rhode  Island   -  -  -  .  -  -  -     1,078  24 

miam  Imlay,  Ck>nnecticut   .......     1,984  00 

ohn  Cochran,  New  York       .-.-..-     5,777  68 
ames  Ewing,  New  Jersey     .......        500  00 

homas  Smith,  Pennsylvania  -  -  -  ...     2,209  84 

ames  Tilton,  Delaware  .  -  -  ..  -  -200  QO 

homas  Harwood,  Maryland  ......     1,018  70 

ohn  Hopkins,  ViTginia         r.  .....  .     S,714  56 

V^illiam  Skinner,  North  Carolina        -  -  -  -  -  -84444 

ohn  Neufrille,  South  Carolma 1,500  00 

tichard  Wyllie,  GeorgU 864  60 

[)o  extend  their  allowance  for  said  expenses  to  the  Slst  of  March,  1798,  in 
conformity  with  said  act     ------  -     7,000  00 

$85,068  28 

Klerks  of  Courts,  jurors,  witnesses,  ftc.,  the  fund  arising  from  fines,  ibr* 
feiturea,  and  penalties,  having  last   year  proved  insufficient  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  accounts  of  clerks  of  Courts,  &c.,  to  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed;  a  sum  for  the  present  year  is  estimated,  in  order  to  proviae 
against  a  similar  oontinffency,  of    -  -  -  -  .  -  12,000  00 

Por  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  public 
piers,  and  stakeage  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and  for  occasional  im- 
provements in  the  construction  of  the  lanthoms  and  of  the  lamps  and  ma- 
terials used  therein  ........  2,000  00 

For  the  establishment  of  ten  cutters,  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  here- 
tofore made  for  building  and  equipping  ten  cutters  ...  8,000  00 
For  the  purchase  of  hydrometers,  for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  .Customs 
and  Inspectors  of  the  Revenue,  for  the  year  1798    -           -         $1,500  00 
And  to  make  good  so  much  short  estimated  for  1792             -              610  10 

.  2,110  10 

For  the  expenses  towards  the  safe  keeping  and  prosecution  of  persons  com- 
mitted for  offences  against  the  United  SUtes  ....  4^000  00 

For  the  payment  of  Robert  Fenner,  late  Agent  for  the  North  Carolina  line^  his 
commission  to  one  per  cent  on  $16,905  88  cents,  paid  to  the  officers  or  the 
said  line,  for  their  pay  and  jiubsistence  for  the  years  1782  and  1788  -  169  05 

For  the  discharge  of  such  denumds  against  the  United  States  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  ascertained  and  admitted  in  due  course 
of  settlement  at  the  TVeasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the 
usage  thereof  to  requiro  payment  in  specie  ....  5,000  00 

92,590  66 
\  ' 

Trbasubt  DtPABTMBiT,  Rmsru's  Omci,  November  8,!1792. 

JOSEPH  NOURSB, -Ba^Mtor. 


JSttimate  of  the  ex^pentee  of  the  War  JDepartment  far  the  year  1798.-7^  Legion  <^  the  United 

Statei.'-Pay. 

1  Major  General  ... 

4  Brigadier  Generals    - 
1  Major  Commandant  of  Artillery 
1  Major  of  Dragoons    -  - 

1  Quartermaster  General 
1  Paymaster  at  headquarters   - 
1  Adjutant  GkneraL  to  do  the  duty  as  inspector 
..  1  Chaplam       -  - 


OIHERAI.  STArr. 

.  at  166  dollars  per  month 

• 

-  $1,992  00 

.      104 

do            - 

. 

-    4^992  00 

55 

do 

. 

-       660  00 

55 

do 

1 

-       660  00 

-       100 

do           • 

- 

-    1,200  00 

60 

do 

. 

-       720  00 

pector        75 

do 

- 

-       900  00 

^       -         50 

do 

. 

.       600  00 
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STAFF— Contiiraed. 

For  the  year  1798— 

1  Migor,              .  at  $10  per  month 

4  Captains,  10  do 

4  Lieutenants,  6  do 

4  Comets,  6  do 

820  Non-commissioned  officers  and  priyates,  6  do 


CLOTHING. 

240  Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  artillery. 
820  do  do  cavaby. 

4,660  do  do  infuitiy. 


$120  00 

480  00 

288  00 

288  00 

25,040  00 


5,120 
480  contingencies. 

5,600  suits,  at  $20  per  suit 


SQUIFHEMT8  FOfi  CATALBT. 

Boots,  horsemen's  caps,  and  such  articles  as  may  be  lost  or  worn— «anjeetaral 

HOB8E8  FOB  CATALBT. 

To  replace  the  horses  which  may  die  or  become  unfit  for  service— conjectural     . 

BOUNTY. 

To  complete  the  number  in  lieu  of  discharged  soldiers,  those  rendered  unfit  for  duty,  and 
deserters,  coigectural,  600  soldiers,  including  premium,  at  $10  each     . 
Additional  bounty,  for  which  no  provision  was  made,  but  allowed  by  the  act 

March  5, 1792 : 
952  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  service  at  $2       • 

4,168  do  do  do         to  be  raised,  being  estimated  in  former 

timate  at  $8,  including  premium.    The  act  of  the  5th  Maroh,  1792,  allowing  $10  is 
for  the  difierence,  $2       .  .  .  .  .  ... 


Total  bounty 


DSFENSIYE  FBOTECTION  OF  THE  FBONTIBBS. 

Pay,  &c,  of  the  militia  and  scouts,  estimated  at   . 


HOSPITAL  DBPABTMENT. 

For  medicines,  instruments,  furniture,  and  stores  for  the  hospital,  for  the  garrisons  and 
posts  on  the  Western  and  Southern  Frontiers ;  dso  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  pur- 
veyor, assistants,  and  nurses,  in  the  hospitals— coi\)ectural       •  ,  •  • 


$26,816  00 
84^09 


112,000  00 


6,000  00 


6,000  00 


6,000  00 


1,904  00 


8,836  00 
16,840  00 


60,000  00 


25,000  00 


quabtebxasteb's  depabtxbnt. 

Pack-horses  and  forage,  tents,  boats,  &c ;  also,  the  transportation  of  the  recruits,  ord- 
nance and  military  stores,  and  all  the  articles  of  the  Quartermaster's  Dejjartment,  the 
nurohaee  of  axes,  camp-kettles,  pack-saddles,  iron,  fuel,  boards,  nails,  painty  company 
books,  stationery,  &c. ;  also  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  artificers  employed  in  the  said 
Department— conjectural  ........     100,OOOW 

VXVlhS  DKPAXmXST, 

The  expenses  in  this  department  amount,  in  the  year  1792,  as  per  accounts  rendered,  to       44,207  9$ 
Accounts  allowed,  which  will  be  shortly  stated— estimated  ....       5,50000 


Total 


2i7oro« 


The  surplus  has  been  paid  from  the  general  contingencies  of  the  War  Department. 
The  expenses  for  the  year  1798  may  probably  amount  to  « 


50,000  00 
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N.  B.  It  is  impossible  to  fmresee  the  erents  which  may  occasion  expenses  in  this  De- 
partment, so  as  to  reduce  them  to  particnlars.  The  sums  of  the  present  year,  in  the 
accounts  settled  at  tiie  Treasury,  may  serve  to  form  some  idea  of  the  expenses  for  the 
year  1793. 

OBDRAHCB  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Storekeepers  at  the  several  Arsenals,  viz : 
Springfield,  Massachusetts 

Fort  Rensselaer  and  its  dependencies.  New  York  - 


West  Pouit, 

Philndelphia, 

Carlisle, 

Fort  Pitt 

Nev7  London, 

Manchester, 

Charleston, 

One  assistant  at  Springfield 

Two  assistants  at  West  Point 

One  clerk  of  military  stores,  Philadelphia  • 


New  York  - 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

Virginia 

South  Carolina 


XXRTS. 


Philadelphia   ......-.- 

New  London  -------- 

Manchester  ........ 

Laborers  at  the  arsenals     ------- 

Coopers,  armorers,  and  carpenters,  employed  occasionally 

10  armorers,  at  $10  per  month       -  -  -  •  . 

2  conductors  of  military  stores,  at  $30  per  month  -  .  - 

500  rifles,  purchased  in  1793,  and  not  included  in  former  estimates 
Repairing  of  arms,  equipments  of  cannon,  cartridge-hoxes,  swords,  and  every  other  article 
in  this  department— conjectural  -- 

Total 


$480  00 

172  00 

480  00 

600  00 

60  00 

360  00 

430  00 

60  00 

100  00 

240  00 

480  00 

480  00 

3,832  00 

$666  66 

350  00 

66  66 

1,088  32 

400  00 

600  00 

1,300  00 

730  00 

3,930  00 
6,000  00 

. 

10,000  00 
23,835  32 


HfVALIDS. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalids  of  the  United  States,  from  the  5th  day  of 
March,  1793,  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1794,  viz: 

New  Hampshire  ------- 

By  tiie  Circuit  Court 


Massachusetts     - 

By  the  Circuit  Court 

Rhode  Island 

By  the  Circuit  Court 

Connecticut 

By  tiie  Curcuit  Court 

Vermont 

By  the  Circuit  Court 

New  York 
New  Jersey 

By  tiie  Circuit  Court 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia  -  -  - 

North  Carolina    - 

Georgia   - 

Total 


$3,810  68 
409  12 


11,941  76 
1,336  46 

2,899  00 
196  00 

7,682  03 
796  80 


610  64 


4,094  26 
76  00 


$4,219  80 


13,278  20 


3,096  00 


8,477  83 


510  64 

16,972  66 

4,170  26 

16,642  64 

1,884  00 

4,328  66 

7,761  33 

886  00 

1,018  40 

8^,245  82 
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LEASE  OF  THE  BTTILIiniOS  OGCUFISD  70B  THE  USB    OP    THE  WAB  OFFIGB  AKD    THE  OFFICE 

OF  THE  AO0OUHTA9T  OF  THE  WAR  DBPARTMERT. 

The  amount  of  the  lease  for  the  term  of  four  years,  as  per  indenture  thereof  with  James 
Simmons  .....••.••     $1,666  66 


coNTnrasKciBs  of  tss  was  pefabtmbht. 

For  maps,  hiring  expresses,  allowances  to  officers  for  extra  expenses,  printing,  loss  of  stores 
of  all  kinds,  advertising  and  apprehending  deserters,  dtc. — conjectural    . 

N.  B.  It  is  to  be  observed,  npdn  this  article,  as  well  as  every  other  of  this  estimate, 
that  for  every  cent  expended  in  pursuance  thereof,  vouchers  must  be  produced  at  the 
Treasury,  excepting,-  perhaps,  the  sums  whfch  may  be  expended  for  secret  intelligence, 
where  the  names  might  be  important  to  be  concealed ;  but  for  the  propriety  of  the  small 
sums  which  might  be  bo  expended,  the  reputation  of  the  commanding  officer  is  pledged  to 
the  public 


50^00 


EECAPITULATION. 


Pay  of  the  Legion  of  the  United  States 
Subsistence  .  .  •  .  . 

Forage         •  •  •  •  -  • 

Clothing       .  .  .  ... 

Equipments  for  cavalry 

Horses  for  cavalry    .  .  . 

Bounty         .  • 

Defensive  protection  of  the  Frontiers  by  militia 

Hospital  department 

Qaartermoster^s  department 

Indian  department    ... 

Ordnance  department 

Invalids        ..... 

Lease  of  the  buildings  occcupied  for  the  War  Office,  d&c 
Contingencies  of  the  War  Department 

Total  .... 
War  Office,  October  26, 1792. 


$304^00 
31S.567  75 

34<856  00 

119^  00 

5,000  00 

6,000  00 

16^00 

60^00 

35,000  00 

100,000  00 

50,000  00 

33,835  33 

83.345  32 

1,666  66 

60,000  00 

1,171.719  05 


H.  KNOX,  Secretary  of  War, 


Treasury  Departhevt,  Rboistek's  Defartmeht,  November  8, 1793. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  filed  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Reguitr. 

The  above  .......,.,,  01,171,719  05 

Deduct  for  invalids  .........        83,24533 


Leaves 


.     1,089,473  73 


D. 

Comparatite  statement  of  expenditure  and  revenue  to  the  end  of  the  year  1798. 

EXFENDITUBB. 


Amount  from  tbecommencement*of  the  year  1791,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1792,  as  stated 
in  a  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  January  last  . 

Additional  appropriation  for  the  War  Department,  per  act  of  the  2d  of  May,  1792,  for 
raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  ftc.  .  . 

Appropriations  by  an  act  of  the  8th  of  May,  1793,  entitled  "An  act  making* certain  ap- 
propriations, therein  specified**  ........ 

Moneys  requisite  by  estimate  for  the  current  service  of  1793      .... 

Interest  on  the  Public  Debt  for  the  same  year     ...... 

Total  expenditure  .  . 


$7,083,197  74 
673,500  00 

84,497  90 
1,616,785  10 
2,849,194  73 

12,306,175  47 
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WATS  AKD  lOAHS. 

Kett  product  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  for  the  year  1791,  as  ascertained 
Do  do  do  tor  t^^e  jear  1792,  as  estimated  (a) 

Do  do  do  for  the  year  1798  (b)     • 

Do  of  duties  on  home  made  spirits  for  one  half-year  of  1791  (0) 
Do  do  do         for  1792  (e)  -  -  - 

Do  do  do  for  1798  («)--. 

Surplus  which  will  probably  remain  unexpended  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the 
War  Department  for  1792  (d)  ....... 


$3,408,195  18 

8,900,000  00 

4,000,000  00 

160,000  00 

400,000  00 

400,000  00 

140,000  00 


Total  ways  and  means 


-    12,898,196  18 


NOTEa 


(a)  This  Aum  is  estimated  by  adding  to  the  asoertained  product  ol  the  year  1791  an  ascertained  exoew  of  the 

Eroduet  of  tb€  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  1792,  beyond  Ihe  product  of  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  1791, 
eing  $262,819  11,  and  Ue  estimated  product  for  a  faialf  year  of  the  additional  duties  00  imports  laid  dormg  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  commencing  on  the  1st  of  Jul^  last,  being  $261,760.  According  to  the  inlbrma- 
tion  hitherto  received  at  the  Treasury,  there  is  erery  probability  that  the  amount  of  the  duties  for  the  last  half- 
year  of  1792  will  ftilly  equal  this  calculation  of  their  product,  if  the  ratio  of  the  first  half-year  will  exceed  ik 

(6)  This  estimate  proceeds  on  the  basis  of  the  product  of  1792,  making  a  compromise  of  two  considerations— 
one,  an  increase  which  may  be  expected  equal  to  the  difference  between  a  whole  and  a  half-year's  product  of 
the  additional  duties  aboTC  mentioned ;  the  other,  a  decrease  which  may  arise  from  a  defalcation  of  the  duties 
on  foreign  spirits,  in  consequeuce  of  the  increase  of  domestic  distillation.  There  is  good  ground  to  conclude 
that  the  sum  stated  will  rather  fall  short  of  than  exceed  the  actual  product 

(e)  This  branch  of  the  rerenue  is  not  yet  in  complete  order,  but  enough  is  ascertained,  by  actual  returns,  to 
afford  a  moral  certainty  that  the  product  cannot  be  materially  less  than  is  here  stated. 

(d)  This  surplus  is  thus  deduced  : 
The  total  appropriation  for  the  War  Department  for  the  year  1792  Is    • 
The  total  expenditure  to  the  27th  of  October  was  .... 

The  sum  at  that  time  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be  further  necee- 

sary  to  the  end  of  the  year,  exclusive  of  prorision  supplies,  is  -  • 

For  provisions  and  contingencies  may  be  stated  a  further  sum  of  -  - 


$690,796  00 

218,960  00 
80,000  00 


-  $1,081,146  68 


Balance  which  will  probably  remain  unexpended 


989,746  00 
141,400  68 


Some  inconsiderable  appropriations  for  particular  purposes  are  unnoticed,  because  certain  casual  funds  will 
probably  nearly,  if  not  altogether,  balance  them. 
Tbeasubt  DsPABTiaMT,  Nowmbtr  14, 1792. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

[Statements  E  and  F,  **  showing  the  application,  in  detail,  of  the  sums  of  $50,000  and  of  $5,000, 
respectively,  granted  by  an  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned,  passed  the  12th 
August,  1790,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  such  demands  on  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  as  shall  have  been  ascertained  and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
and  which  are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie,''  not  being 
deemed  important,  are  here  omitted.] 


GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR'S  DEFEAT. 


House  or  RBFRBSK!rrATiTE3,  February  15, 1798. 

Hr.  OiLiSt  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was  recom* 
mitted  the  Report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
under  Major  General  St.  Clair,  together  with  the 
documents  relating  thereto,  including  the  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
Hodgdon,  have  proceeded  to  re*examine  the  docu- 
ments formerly  before  them,  as  far  as  seemed  neces- 
sary; to  bear  and  examine  other  testimony,  pro- 
duced to  them;  to  hear  and  consider  the  written  com- 
munications, made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  Samuel 


Hodgdon,  and  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  expe- 
dition ;  and,  as  the  result  of  their  farther  mquiriee, 
make  the  following  supplementary  Report : 

The  original  report  commences  in  the  following 
words : 

*"  The  contract  for  the  supplies  of  the  Army  on  the 
route  from  Fort  Pitt  was  made  by  Theodosius  Fowler 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  bears  date  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety ;  that  at  the  same  time  a  bond  in  the 
penalty  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  Walter 
Livingston  and  John  Cochran,  securities  thereto,  was 
entered  into  for  the  due  execution  of  the  contract; 
that,  on  the  third  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
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hundred  and  nmet^^one,  the  contract  was  whollj  trans- 
ferred from  the  said  Fowler  to  William  Duer,  a  oopj  of 
which  transfer  was  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ;  that  0/  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  hearing  date  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  addressed 
to  Willam  Duer,  it  appears  that  he  was  considered  as 
contractor;  that  no  correspondence  appears  to  have 
taken  place  subsequently  to  that  time  between  The- 
odosius  Fowler  and  either  the  Treasury  or  War  De- 
partmentSk" 

From  docttments  redeived  by  the  Committee, 
since  their  last  appointment,  it  appears  that  the 
copy  of  the  before  mentioned  transfer  was  not 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
until  the  seventh  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety >one ;  at  which  time  it  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
cover  of  a  letter  from  William  Duer,  informing  him 
of  the  circumstance  of  the  said  transfer,  and  making 
requisitions  for  certain  advances  of  money.  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  letter  in  reply  of 
the  same  date,  agrees  to  make  the  advances  re- 
quired to  William  Duer,  as  the  agent  of  Theodosius 
Fowler. 

It  appears  that  all  the  warrants  issued  from  the 
Treasury,  for  the  purposes  of  this  contract,  were 
issued  to  William  Duer,  as  the  agent  of  Theodosius 
Fowler. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  furnished 
the  Committee  with  the  written  opinions  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  seve- 
ral other  lawyers  of  eminence,  all  of  whom  con- 
cur in  opinion,  that  the  securities  to  the  bond, 
originally  given  by  Theodosius  Fowler,  for  the 
execution  of  this  contract,  are  now  responsible  for 
all  damages,  consequent  upon  any  breach  of  that 
contract 

The  Secretary  of  War,  who  alone  appears  to 
have  been  the  agent  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  all  things  relating  to  the  execution  of  the 
contract,  has  always  corresponded  with  William 
Duer,  as  the  contractor,  and  his  correspondence 
commences  at  a  date  prior  to  that  of  the  copy  of 
the  contract  lodged  at  the  Treasury. 

The  original  report  proceeds — 

"  That^  on  the  sixth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
bv  William  Duer  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  sup- 

? lying  the  troops  with  provisions,  until  their  arrival  at 
Wt  Pitt,  and  at  Fort  Pitt  A  bond  was,  at  the  same 
time,  entered  into^  by  the  said  William  Duer,  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  said  contract,  in  the  penalty  of 
four  thousand  dollars,  without  any  security  whatso- 
ever." 

It  appears,  by  a  re-examination  of  the  docu- 
ments formerly  before  the  Committee,  that  the 
date  and  terms  of  the  last-mentioned  contract  were 
misrepresented;  the  date  being  the  twenty-sixth, 
instead  of  the  sixth  of  April,  and  the  terms  of  the 
contract  being  to  furnish  provisions  for  the  troops 
until  their  arrival  at  Fort  Pitt,  but  not  during 
their  continuance  at  that  place.  The  first  of  these 
mistakes  appears  to  have  been  merely  casual ;  the 
second  appears  to  have  arisen  from  paying  greater 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  contract  was 


really  executed,  than  to  the  terms  of  the  contnct 
itself;  it  having  been  conceived  by  the  Govnmit- 
tee  that  Colonel  Neville,  the  agent  for  supplving 
the  troops  during  their  continuance  at  Fort  t^tt, 
acted  under  the  last  mentioned  contract  This 
circumstance  is  rendered  the  less  materia],  Irotn 
the  consideratioii,  that  according  to  the  plan  of 
campaign,  no  delay  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Pitt  was 
counted  upon.  The  statement  is  otherwiae  cor- 
rect 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  commnnicatioD, 
states  that  it  was  not  the  custom  of  the  office  to 
require  other  security  than  that  of  the  coDtrador, 
for  the  due  execudon  of  contracts  of  small  amount; 
and  it  appears  by  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  written  since  the  former  report,  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  consulted  with  him  upoa  the  oc- 
casion alluded  to,  and  that  he  agreed  in  opinion, 
that  further  security  was  not  necessary. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report,  after  ^leakii^ 
of  one  of  the  contractor's  agents,  that — 

*'  It  appears  by  letters  from  John  Kean,  another  of 
the  contractor's  agents,  that  no  moneys  had  be«n  re- 
\3eived  by  him  on  the  eighth  of  May,  and  it  Appears 
that  on  the  twenty-third  of  March  there  was  advanced 
to  William  Dner,  on  the  last  mentioned  ooatract,  ibs 
sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars." 

Upon  re-examining  the  letters  of  John  Kean,  it 
appears  that  he  had  received  the  sum  of  four  bun- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  no  more,  before  the 
aforesaid  eighth  day  of  May,  which  was  before 
overlooked  by  the  Committee.  And  it  appears 
from  documents  received  by  the  Committee  since 
their  report,  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars was  not  advanced  to  William  Duer  on  accouot 
of  the  last  mentioned  contract,  on  the  twenty-third 
of  March.  TMe  Committee  were  led  into  this  mis- 
take by  a  document  received  fi^>m  the  Treasurer, 
representing  the  fact  as  stated  in  the  original  re- 
port ;  which  document  is  still  before  the  Committee. 
The  true  state  of  this  transaction,  as  recently 
stated,  appears  to  be  as  follows  : 

A  warrant  issued  in  favor  of  Joseph  Howell,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  March,  for  the  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  dolhirs,  for  the  use  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment generally,  and  not  for  William  Duer,  as 
stated  in  the  account  rendered  by  the  Treasurer ; 
of  which  sum,  were  advanced  to  William  Duer,  on 
the  twenty-sixth  of  March,  four  thousand  dollars ; 
on  the  eighth  day  of  May  following,  were  paid  to 
James  Smith,  contracting  agent  for  William  Duer, 
one  thousand  dollars;  and  between  the  21st  of 
May  and  the  twenty-third  of  July,  were  paid  to 
John  Kean,  another  agent  for  William  Duer,  four 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-one 
cents — making  the  whole  sum  advanced  on  the 
last-mentioned  contract,  five  thousand  four  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  ninety -one  cents.  The 
residue  of  the  fifteen  thousand  dollars  is  suggested 
to  have  been  applied  to  the  use  of  the  War  De- 
partment generally. 

The  original  report  states  that — 

*'  It  appears  from  the  correspondence  of  General  Bat- 
ler,  from  the  ninth  of  May  to  the  ninth  of  June,  repeat- 
ed complaints  were  made  of  fatal  mismanagemeats  and 
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neglect*  ia  the  Qnarteniiaster*§  aod  IGlitary  Stores  de- 
partmenU,  fMirticuUrlj  as  to  tents,  kna|Maclu,  camp 
kettles,  cartridge  boxes,  |Miek-8addles»  4c^  all  of  which 
articles  were  deficient  io  quantity  and  hald  in  quality. 
The  pack-saddles,  particularly,  were  made  in  Philadel- 
phia, which,  with  the  transmirtation,  amounted  to  more 
than  double  the  price  at  wnich  they  might  have  be«n 
procured  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  were  found,  upon  examina- 
tioci,  to  be  unfit  fur  use."' 

Mr.  Hodgdon  has  produced  to  the  Committee 
a  number  of  ex-parU  afiSdavits  and  certificates  to 
prove  that  these  several  articles  were  furnished 
in  sufficient  quantities,  and  of  good  quality.  Most 
of  these  affidavits,  however,  were  made  by  the 
manufacturers  of  the  respective  articles,  or  per- 
sons in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Hodgdon,  and  ge- 
nerally written  in  a  different  handwriting  from 
that  of  the  subscribing  deponents,  and  most  of  the 
certificates  by  persons  unknown  to  the  Commit- 
tee. But  the  testimony  formerly  taken  by  the 
Committee,  and  the  corroboration  of  it  by  the  evi- 
dence of  respectable  and  disinterested  persons, 
lately  taken  by  the  Committee,  in  presence  of  Mr. 
Hodgdon,  appears  abundantly  sufficient  to  justify 
the  statement  of  facts  contained  in  the  original 
report  With  respect  to  the  pack-saddles,  how- 
ever, it  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  some  qualifi- 
cation of  the  expression  used  in  the  original  re- 
port would  be  proper.  They  appear  to  have  been 
made  of  different  sizes ;  those  of  the  largest  size 
are  proved  to  have  been  wholly  unfit  for  use, 
the  horses  used  for  pack-horses  being  generally 
small.  Some  of  the  smaller  pack-saddles,  how- 
ever, appear  to  have  been  used  in  the  campaign, 
and  to  have  answered  the  intended  purpose  better 
than  was  at  first  expected. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report  that — 

"  The  arms  sent  forward  appear  not  to  have  been 
duly  examined,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  extremely  out 
of  order,  and  many  totally  unfit  for  use,  which  circum- 
etance  rendered  repairs  absolutely  neeessary,  and  added 
to  the  delay  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Pitt'* 

The  Committee  are  led  to  conclude,  from  au- 
thentic information  recently  received,  that  the 
complaint  of  the  arms  intended  for  the  regular 
troops  and  levies,  is  unfounded ;  some  of  the  arms 
appear  to  have  been  damaged,  after  they  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  troops,  from  their  inexpe- 
rience or  carelessness,  though  delivered  to  them 
in  good  order. 

The  Committee  were  induced  to  make  the  un- 
qualified statement  contained  in  the  original  re- 
port, from  the  unqualified  manner  in  which  this 
subject  is  spoken  of  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  form- 
erly examined  by  the  Committee  ;  they  not  having 
stated  with  sufficient  precision  the  causes  of  the 
arms  being  out  of  repair,  nor  specifying  the  pro- 
bable number  requiring  repairs. 

The  original  report  proceeds  with  the  follow- 
ing expression : 

"  It  appears  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  powder, 
sopplifd  for  the  use  of  the^  Army,  was  not  of  ^(Nid 
quality,  though  an  experiment  was  made  by  Major  Fer- 
guson, at  Fort  Pitt,  with  a  howitzer,  who  reported  in 
&Tor  of  the  qualitv  of  the  powder." 

2d  Cok.— 42 


The  Committee  are  satisfied  from  experiments 
made  since  the  original  report  by  Captain  Ford, 
at  Fort  Washington,  upon  request  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  by  samples  of  the  powder  from 
thence,  actually  furnished  the  Committee,  that 
the  powder  was  originally  of  good  quality;  but 
that  a  certain  quantity  of  it  was  damaged  by  ex- 
posure  to  the  air  and  moisture  after  being  issued 
to  the  troops.  And  it  appears  to  have  been  pow- 
der of  this  description,  upon  which  experiments 
were  made  by  some  of  the  officers  in  the  expedi- 
tion, which  produced  unfavorable  impressions  u 
to  the  quality  of  the  powder  in  general ;  for  it  is 
certain,  a  belief  was  currently  entertained  amongst 
the  officers,  that  the  powder  in  general  was  not  of 
good  Quality.  The  insufficiency  of  the  powder, 
after  tlie  Army  took  the  field,  is  accounted  for 
from  the  bad  quality  of  the  tents.  It  is  in  testi- 
monv  to  the  Committee,  that  great  quantities  of 
the  fixed  ammunition  were  actually  rendered  use- 
less from  that  cause. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report  that — 

**  Mr.  Hodgdon  was  appointed  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral in  the  month  of  March,  and  continued  at  Philadel- 
phia until  the  fourth  of  June,  he  then  proceeded  to  Fort 
rilt,  where  he  arrived  on  the  tenth  of  the  same  month ; 
no  sufficient  causes  have  appeared  to  the  Committee  to 
justify  this  delay,  and  his  presence  with  the  Army  ap- 
peared to  have  been  essentially  necessary  previously 
to  that  time." 

In  this  statement,  the  duration  of  Mr.  Hodg- 
don^s  stay  at  Fort  Pitt  was  casually  omitted, 
which  appears  to  have  been  from  the  tenth  of 
June,  till  the  twenty-sixth  of  August  The  inser- 
tion of  this  fact  will  sufficiently  explain  the  sense 
of  the  Committee  in  the  inference  respecting  the 
time  in  which  the  presence  of  the  Quartermaster 
General  was  necessary  at  the  Army. 

It  is  stated  in  the  original  report  that — 

**  There  were  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  stand  of 
arms  at  Fort  Washington,  oti  the  first  of  June,  and 
most  of  those  totally  out  of  repair." 

These  arms,  the  precise  number  of  which  ap 
pears  not  to  be  accurately  ascertained,  are  admit- 
ted by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  been  at  Fort 
Washington  in  the  situation  described,  but  he 
suggests  that  they  were  old  and  useless  armSj 
which  had  been  collected  at  that  place,  and  were 
not  counted  upon  as  any  part  of  the  supply  of 
arms  for  the  expedition.  It  appears  that  the  regu- 
lar troops  and  levies  were  completely  supphed 
with  arms,  without  recurrence  to  this  stock ;  but 
a  number  of  them  was  repaired,  by  orders  of  the 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition,  with  a 
view,  as  he  suggests,  to  arm  the  militia  from  Ken- 
tucky, who,  it  was  expected,  would  arrive^  either 
insufficiently  armed,  or  not  armed  at  all ;  and  he 
did  not  conceive  the  arrangements,  made  by  the 
War  Department,  competent  to  arming  the  mili- 
tia, together  with  the  other  troops. 

The  original  report  states  that — 

"  The  privates  of  the  levies  received  but  three  dol- 
lars pay  each,  from  the  time  of  their  respective  enlist- 
nienia  to  the  time  of  their  respective  dtsdiarges,  and 
were  actually  discharged  without  farther  pay  or  settle- 
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ment ;  notes  of  diaehargc  were  given  them,  specifying 
tbe  time  of  their  service,  and  bearing  endorsations,  that 
some  advances  had  been  made  to  them  on  aoooont, 
without  stating  the  amount,  the  object  of  which  is  sug- 
gested to  have  been  to  prevent  transfers ;  the  intended 
effect  was  not  produced  by  the  measure ;  the  notes 
were  sold  for  trifling  considerations ;  the  real  sums  due 
on  the  notes  were  various — from  ten  to  twenty-five 
dollars,  and  they  were  frequently  sold  for  one  dollar,  or 
one  gallon  of  whislcey.  The  moneys  for  the  pay  of 
the  levies  did  not  leave  Philadelphia  till  the  fourth  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one, 
nor  arrive  at  Fort  Washington,  till  the  third  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two,  some 
time  after  the  last  enlisted  levies  are  known  to  have 
been  entitled  to  their  discharges.'' 

In  addition  to  the  reasons  contained  in  the  ori- 
ginal report,  respecting  the  discharging  of  the 
levies,  without  their  stipulated  pay,  which  are  ad- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  been 
Justly  stated,  he  has,  in  his  late  communication,  sug- 
gested to  the  Committee,  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
discharge  of  the  levies  there  was  actually,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  tbe  sum  of 
sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety- two 
dollars  and  seventy  cents,  which  were  subject  to 
be  applied  to  any  object,  agreeably  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition, 
and  might  have  been  applied,  if  he  thought  pro- 
per, to  the  payment  of  the  discharged  levies,  and 
would  have  been  sufiScient  for  two  months'  pay 
to  the  officers,  and  four  months*  pay  to  the  pri- 
vates. This  sum  is  admitted  by  the  Quartennas- 
ter  General  to  have  been  in  his  hands  at  the  time 
of  the  discharge  of  the  levies,  and  would  have 
been  applied  to  their  pay  if  orders  had  been  given 
by  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition  for 
that  purpose;  but  that  no  such  orders  ever  were 
received  by  him.  The  Secretary  of  War  infers, 
from  these  circumstances,  that  no  censure  should 
be  imputed  to  the  War  Department  for  not  having 
paid  implicit  attention  to  this  subject. 

Tbe  circumstances  respecting  this  transaction 
have  been  attentively  examined  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  appear  to  them  to  be  the  following:  The 
Quartermaster  General,  upon   his  leaving  Phila- 
delphia, was  furnished  with  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  that  Department. 
Be  was  afterwards    furnished   with    two   other 
sums,  to  wit :  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  July;  and  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars 
tnd  sixty  cents,  on  the  seventh  day  of  July — 
making,  together,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  and 
sixty-nine  dollars  and  ten  cents.    It  appears  by 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  expedition,  that  five  thou- 
sand dollars  of  this  sum  were  to  be  applied  to  the 
pa^  of  the  regular  troops,  if  the  Commander-in- 
chief  should  deem  that  a  proper  application  of 
the  money ;  which,  however,  was  not  done.    The 
remaining  part  of  this  money  was  intended  to 
form  a  kind  of  military  chest,  to  answer  contin- 
gent expenses,  subject,  however,  to  the  control  of 
the  Commander-in-chie£      It   appears    that  the 


Quartermaster  General,  in  addition  to  these  sup- 
plies of  cash,  was  authorized  to  draw  bills  on  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  this  restriction — that  the 
Commander-in-chief  should  approve  of  all  drafts, 
and  certify  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  making 
them.  The  Quartermaster  General  commenoed 
his  drafts  at  Fort  Pitt,  previously  to  his  arrival 
at  headquarters,  to  the  amount  of  two  thoufiand 
six  hundred  dollars,  and  continued  them  after  his 
arrival ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  those  drafts 
were  certified  or  sanctioned  by  the  Comniaoder- 
in-chief;  all  which  drafts  were  honored  bj  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  Commander-in-cbief  that 
he  never  considered  the  money,  before  mentioned, 
appropriated  to  the  pay  of  the  levies,  upon  their 
discharges,  nor  that  it  was  ever  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied to  that  object  He  further  suggests  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  money  said  to  be  on  band  at 
the  time  of  the  discharges  of  the  levies,  although 
he  admits  that  the  Quartermaster  General  shortly 
ivfler  his  arrival  at  headquarters  tendered  him  a 
statement  of  the  cash  on  hand,  which  he  retom- 
ed,  without  examination,  observing,  that  be  had 
already  received  sufficient  information  relatively 
thereto  from  the  Secretary  of  War ;  that  be  wu 
informed  of  the  amount  of  moneys  originally  re- 
ceived by  the  Quartermaster  General,  and  con- 
ceived that  he  could  form  some  idea  of  tbe  ba- 
lance on  hand  from  the  sums  disbursed  in  conse- 
quence of  warrants  drawn  by  him,  wbrcb  be 
expected  were  paid  from  that  fund ;  that  bis  waat 
of  information  as  to  the  real  balance  arose  froQ 
the  circumstance  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  Quar- 
termaster General  without  his  knowledge,  or  the 
requisite  certificate  from  him,  which  bills  operated 
as  a  relief  to  that  fund  for  their  amount.  The 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition  further 
suggested  to  the  Committee,  in  presence  of  tbe 
Quartermaster  General,  that,  upon  making^  dxafia 
upon  the  fund  before  alluded  to,  he  usoaUj  in- 
quired of  the  Quartermaster  General  whetber  it 
was  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  answering  the 
draft,  and  upon  repeating  this  inquiry,  just  before 
the  discharge  of  the  levies,  he  received  for  an- 
swer, **  that  the  chest  was  very  low."  This  state- 
ment was  acquiesced  in,  or  at  least  not  denied,  by 
the  Quartermaster  General. 

The  Quartermaster  General  has  furnished  the 
Committee  with  a  statement  of  his  account,  by 
which  it  appears  that  he  had  on  hand^  on  the  fifth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  cash,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and 
forty-two  eents,  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent,  which, 
he  suggests,  have  since  been  applied  to  the  use  of 
his  Department  This  balance  is  denied  to  have 
been  on  hand,  by  tbe  Commander-in-chief,  at  thU 
time,  and  he  has  furnished  a  statement  of  dis- 
bursements from  the  original  fund;  which  leaves 
the  amount  of  the  balance  at  the  time  of  the  di9> 
charge  of  the  levies,  of  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty- three  dollars  and  eighty -six  cents» 
exclusive  of  five  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to 
the  pay  of  the  old  troops. 

The  Commander-in-chief  further  su^ggests^  that 
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here  was  no  Paymaster  to  the  Army,  nor  anv  per- 
on  authorized  to  settle  the  accoants  of  the  soldiers. 
Aid  ascertain  the  real  balances  due  to  them,  until 
he  arrival  of  Mr.  Swaun,  on  the  third  day  of  Ja- 
luary,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
wo,  and  infers  that  he  had  no  authority  to  direct 
t  settlement  and  order  pay  to  the  soldiers,  until 
le  was  informed  of  the  arrangements  made  at  the 
trVar  Office  relati%'e]y  to  that  object  This  sug- 
restion  ia  strondy  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  addressed  to  the  Commander- 
n-chief,  and  forwarded  by  Mr.  Swann,  which  de- 
lignatea  Mr.  Swann  as  Paymaster,  and  contains 
nsiructions  relatively  to  the  terms  of  settling  the 
lecounts  of  the  soldiery.  The  same  letter  serves 
;o  show  that  the  twenty  thousand  and  sixty-nine 
ioUars  and  ten  cents,  put  into  the  possession  of 
the  Quartermaster  General,  were  not  conclusively 
ieatined  for  the  pay  of  the  levies,  nor  so  consi- 
dered bv  the  Secretary  of  War.  Because  it  is  as- 
serted in  the  letter,  that  Mr.  Swann  is  furnished 
with  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  for  the  whole  pay 
of  the  levies,  without  making  any  deduction  in 
consequence  of  the  moneys  furnished  the  Quarter- 
master General. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his 
communication  to  the  Comitaittee,  that  the  time 
of  the  service  of  the  levies  did  not  expire  until 
after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Swann  at  Fort  Washing, 
too,  particularly  Gaither^s  and  Rhea's  battalions, 
the  term  of  their  enlistments  having  been  to 
serve  six  months  after  their  arrival  at  rort  Wash- 
ington, which  was  deemed  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous. The  time  which  has  elapsed  from  the  pe- 
riod of  enlistment  to  their  arrival  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, or  the  evident  impropriety  of  annexing 
such  a  condition  to  the  enlistments,  caused  the 
condition  itself  to  be  dispensed  with ;  and  those 
levies  were  actually  discharged  shortly  after  the 
twelfth  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  in  consequence  of  having  served 
six  months,  whioh  is  the  extent  of  the  service  au- 
thorized by  law,  and  actually  received  certificates 
at  that  time  of  having  performed  six  months*  ser- 
vice. 

Upon  a  re-examination  of  the  residue  of  the 
original  report,  and  the  evidence  now  before  the 
Committee,  they  are  satisfied  with  the  same,  and 
find  no  material  alterations  or  corrections  neces- 
sary. 

A  regard  for  candor  has  induced  the  Commit- 
tee to  adopt  this  mode  of  reporting ;  because  the 
original  report  is  thereby  preserved,  mistaices  ex- 
isting in  the  same,  and  which  are  now  corrected, 
and  the  causes  of  those  mistakes  rendered  obvious, 
and  the  whole  subject  presented  to  view,  upon  the 
fairest  terms,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  to 
ail  persons  in  any  degree  concerned  therein. 

REORGANIZATION  OF  SUPREME  COURT. 

Oentlernen  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  Hemee  of  JtepreeetUoHvee : 

I  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  Letter  and  repre- 
sentation from  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 


Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
stating  the  difficulties  and  inconveniences  which 
attend  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  according  to  the 
present  Judiciary  system. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Judges  attending 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
North  Carolina  district,  in  June  last,  containing 
their  observations  on  an  act  passed  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  esta- 
blished, and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid  pen- 
sions." GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

Uhitsd  States,  iiToo.  7, 1792, 


Philaoklfhia,  Auff.  .9,  1792. 
Sir:  Your  official  connexion  with  the  Legis- 
lature, and  the  consideration  that  applications 
from  us  to  them  cannot  be  made  in  any  manner  so 
respectful  to  Government  as  through  the  President, 
induce  us  to  request  your  attention  to  the  enclosed 
representation,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay 
it  before  the  Congress. 

We  really,  sir,  find  the  burdens  laid  upon  us  so 
excessive  that  we  cannot  forbear  representing  them 
in  strong  and  explicit  terms. 

On  extraordinary  occasions  we  shall  always  be 
ready,  as  good  citizens,  to  make  extraordinary  exer- 
tions; but  while  our  country  enjoys  prosperity, 
and  nothing  occurs  to  require  or  justify  such  sever- 
ities, we  cannot  reconcile  ourselves  to  the  idea  of 
existing  in  exile  from  our  families,  and  of  being 
subjected  to  a  kind  of  life  on  which  we  cannot  re- 
flect without  experiencing  sensations  and  emotions 
more  easy  to  conceive  than  proper  for  us  to  ex- 
press. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  at- 
tachment, we  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 

JOHN  JAY, 
WILLIAM  GUSHING, 
JAMES  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR, 
JAMES  IREDELL, 
THOMAS  JOHNSON. 
The  Prbsidkrt  of  the  United  States. 

The  Chief  Juetiee  and  the  Ateoeiate  Jvdgee  of  the  Sn- 
preme  Court  reepeetfully  repreeent  to  the  Conareee  of 
the  United  States: 

That  when  the  present  judicial  arrangements 
took  place,  it  appeared  to  be  a  general  and  well- 
founded  opinion,  that  the  act  then  passed  was  to 
be  considered  rather  as  introducing  a  temporary 
expedient  than  a  permanent  system,  and  that  it 
would  be  revised  as  soon  as  a  period  of  greater 
leisure  should  arrive.  The  subject  was  new,  and 
was  rendered  intricate  and  embarrassing  by  local 
as  well  as  other  difficulties ;  and  there  was  rea- 
son to  presume  that  others,  not  at  that  time  ap. 
parent,  would  be  discovered  by  experience.  The 
ensuing  sessions  of  Congress  were  so  occupied  by 
other  affaire  of  great  and  pressing  importance,  that 
the  Judges  thought  it  improper  to  mterrupt  the 
attention  of  Congress  by  any  application  on  the 
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sabject  That,  as  it  would  not  become  them  to 
suggest  what  alterations  or  system  ought  in  their 
opinion  to  bo  formed  and  adopted,  they  omit  mak- 
ing any  remarks  on  that  head ;  but  thev  feel  most 
sensibly  the  necessity  which  presses  them  to  re- 
present— 

That  the  task  of  holding  twenty-seven  Circuit 
Courts  a  year,  in  the  different  States,  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Georgia,  besides  two  sessions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  two  most 
severe  seasons  of  the  year,  is  a  task  which,  consi- 
dering the  extent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
small  number  of  Judges,  is  too  burdensome.  That 
to  require  of  the  Judges  to  pass  the  greater  part  of 
their  days  on  the  road,  and  at  inns,  and  a  distance 
from  their  families,  is  a  requisition  which,  in  their 
opinion,  should  not  be  made  unless  in  cases  of  ne- 
cessity. That  some  of  the  present  Judges  do  not 
enjoy  health  and  strength  of  body  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  undergo  the  toilsome  journeys  through 
different  climates  and  seasons,  which  they  are 
called  upon  to  undertake;  nor  is  it  probable  that 
any  set  of  Judges,  however  robust,  would  be  able 
to  support,  and  punctually  execute,  such  severe 
duties  for  any  length  of  time.  That  the  distinction 
made  between  the  Supreme  Court  and  its  Judges, 
and  appointing  the  same  men  finally  to  correct  in 
one  capacity  the  errors  which  they  themselves 
may  have  committed  in  another,  is  a  distinction 
unfriendly  to  impartial  justice,  and  to  that  confi- 
dence in  the  Supreme  Court  which  it  is  so  essen- 
tial to  the  public  interest  should  be  reposed  in  it. 
The  Judges  decline  minute  details,  and  purposely 
omit  many  considerations,  which  they  are  per- 
suaded will  occur  whenever  the  subject  is  atten- 
tively discussed  and  considered.  They  most  earn- 
estly request  that  it  may  meet  with  early  attention, 
and  that  the.  system  may  be  so  modified  as  that 
they  may  be  relieved  from  their  present  painful  and 
improper  situation. 

JOHN  JAY, 
WILLIAM  CUSHING, 
JAMES  WILSON, 
JOHN  BLAIR, 
JAMES  IREDELU 
THOMAS  JOHNSON. 


Newberh,  North  Carolina,  June  8,  1792. 

Sir  :  We,  the  Judges  now  attending  at  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
North  Carolina,  conceive  it  our  duty  to  lay  before 
you  some  important  observations  which  have  oc^ 
curred  to  us  in  the  consideration  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress  lately  passed,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  claims  of  widows  and  orphans 
barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  established,  and 
to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid  pensions.** 

We  beg  leave  to  premise,  that  it  is  as  much  an 
inclination  as  it  is  our  duty  to  receive  with  all 
possible  respect  every  act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  we  never  can  find  ourselves  in  a  more  painful 
situation  than  to  be  obliged  to  object  to  the  execu- 
tion of  any,  more  especially  to  the  execution  of  one 
founded  on  the  purest  principles  of  humanity  and 
ustice,  which  the  act  in  question  undoubtedly  is. 


But,  however  lamentable  a  difierence  in  opIoioB 
really  may  be,  or  with  whatever  diflkulty  we  mtj 
have  formed  an  opinion,  we  are  under  the  indis- 
pensable  necessity  of  acting  according  to  the  b^tt 
dictates  of  our  own  judgment,  after  duly  weighing 
every  consideration  that  ean  occur  to  ns,  whi^  we 
have  done  on  the  present  occasion.  The  extrrme 
iipportance  of  the  ease,  and  our  desire  of  being 
exploit  beyond  the  danger  of  being  misunderstood, 
will,  we  hope,  justify  us  in  staUng  oar  observation 
in  a  systematic  mannef.  We,  therefore,  sir,  suboit 
to  you  the  following : 

1.  That  the  Legislative,  Exeentive,  and  Ja£ral 
Departments  are  each  formed  in  a  separate  and  in- 
dependent manner,  and  that  the  ultimate  basiR  of 
each  is  the  Constitution  only,  within  the  limits  of 
whkh  each  Department  can  alone  justify  any  sd 
of  authority. 

2.  That  the  Legislature,  among  other  important 
powers,  unquestionably  possess  that  of  establishing 
Courts  in  such  a  manner  as  to  their  wisdom  »hali 
appear  best,  limited  by  the  terms  of  the  Coostiio- 
tion  only  ;  and  to  whatever  extent  that  power  mj 
be  exercised,  or  however  severe  the  duty  tbcy  may 
think  proper  to  require,  the  Judges,  when  appointed 
in  virtue  of  any  such  establishment,  owe  impiidt 
and  unreserved  obedience  to  it 

3.  That,  at  the  same  time,  such  Courts  cannot 
be  warranted,  as  we  conceive,  by  virtue  of  thit 
part  of  the  Constitution  delegating  Judicial  power 
for  the  exercise  of  which  any  act  of  the  Legi<$lA- 
ture  is  provided,  in  exercising  (even  under  the 
authority  of  another  act)  any  power  not  in  itum- 
ture  Judicial,  or,  if  Judicial,  not  pra\ided  for  apon 
the  terms  the  Constitution  requires. 

■  4.  That  whatever  doubt  may  be  suggested,  wb^ 
ther  the  power  in  question  is  properly  of  a  Jodiebl 
nature,  yet  inasmuch  as  the  decision  of  the  Cooit 
is  not  made  final,  but  may  be  at  least  suspended  in 
its  operation  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  if  he  M\ 
have  cause  to  suspect  imposition  or  mistake,  ihb 
subjects  the  decision  of  the  Court  to  a  mode  of  k- 
vision  which  we  consider  to  be  unwarranted  by  ib< 
Constitution ;  for,  though  Congress  may  rertainir 
establish,  in  instances  not  yet  provided  for,  Coub 
of  appellate  jurisdiction,  yet  such  Courts  mwt 
consist  of  Judges  appointed  in  the  manner  the 
Constitution  requires,  and  holding  their  offices  bv 
no  other  tenure  than  that  of  their  good  behaviosr. 
by  which  tenure  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  is 
not  held ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  add,  with  ail  doe 
deference,  that  no  deeision  of  any  Court  of  the 
United  States  can,  under  any  circumstances,  in  oar 
opinion,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  be  liabie  to 
a  reversion,  or  even  suspension,  by  the  Leffislatore 
itself,  in  whom  no  Judicial  power  of  any  Kind  ap- 
pears to  be  vested  but  the  important  one  relative  to 
impeachments. 

These,  sir,  are  our  reasons  for  being  of  opinion, 
as  we  are  at  present,  that  this  Circuit  Coort  cut- 
not  be  justified  in  the  execution  of  that  part  of  the 
act  which  requires  it  to  examine,  and  report  &n 
opinion  on  the  unfortunate  cases  of  oiSccrs  and 
soldiers  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  IVited 
States.  The  part  of  the  act  requiring  the  Coort 
to  sit  five  days  for  the  purpose  of  reeeiviog  appti- 
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ations  from  such  persons,  we  shall  deem  it  our 
luty  to  comply  with ;  for,  whether  in  our  opinion 
uch  purpose  can  or  cannot  be  answered,  it  is,  as  we 
conceive,  our  indispensable  duty  to  keep  open  any 
]!ourt  of  which  we  have  the  honor  to  be  Judges,  as 
ong  as  Congress  shall  direct 

The  high  respect  we  entertain  for  the  Legisla- 
ure,  our  feelings  as  men  for  persons  whose  situ- 
ation requires  the  earliest  as  well  as  the  most 
ffectual  relief  and  our  sincere  desire  to  promote; 
rhether  officially  or  otherwise,  the  just  and  be- 
levolent  Tiews  of  Congress  so  conspicuous  on  the 
^resent  as  well  as  on  many  other  occasions,  hare 
oduced  us  to  reflect  whether  we  could  be  justified 
n  acting  under  this  act  personally  in  the  character 
if  Commissioners  during  the  session  of  a  Court ; 
ind  could  we  be  satisfied  that  we  had  authority  to 
lo  so,  we  would  cheerfully  devote  such  part  of  our 
ime  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  performance  of 
he  service.  But  we  confess  we  have  great  doubts 
\TL  this  head.  The  power  appears  to  be  given  to 
he  Court  only,  and  not  to  the  Judges  of  it ;  and  as 
he  Secretary  of  War  has  not  a  discretion  in  all 
nstances,  but  only  in  those  wher6  he  has  cause  to 
;uspect  imposition  or  mistake,  to  withhold  a  person 
ecommended  by  the  Court  from  being  named  on 
he  pension  list,  it  would  be  necessary  for  us  to  be 
veil  persuaded  we  possessed  such  an  authority  be- 
bre  we  exercised  a  power  which  might  be  a  means 
»f  drawing  money  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  as  ef- 
ectually  as  an  express  appropriation  by  law.  We 
lo  not  mean,  however,  to  preclude  ourselves  from  a 
'ery  deliberate  consideration  whether  we  can  be 
varranted  in  executing  the  purposes  of  the  act 
n  that  manner,  in  case  an  application  should  be 
oade. 

No  application  has  yet  been  made  to  the  Court, 
*r  to  ourselves  individually,  and,  therefore,  we  have 
lad  some  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  an 
•pinion  in  a  case  which  has  not  yet  come  regu- 
arly  and  judicially  before  us.  None  can  be  more 
ensible  than  we  are  of  the  necessity  of  Judges  be- 
"Sf  ^^  general,  extremely  cautious  in  not  intimat- 
ng  an  opinion  in  any  case  extra-judicially,  because 
ve  well  know  how  Uable  the  best  minds  are,  not- 
rithstanding  their  utmost  care,  to  a  bias  which 
tiay  arise  from  a  preconceived  opinion,  even  un- 
guardedly, much  more  deliberately  given.  But  in 
he  present  instance,  as  many  unfortunate  and  me- 
itonous  individuals,  whom  Congress  have  justly 
bought  proper  objects  of  immediate  relief,  may 
uffer  very  great  distress  even  by  a  short  delay,  and 
nay  be  utterly  ruined  by  a  long  one,  we  deter- 
nined  at  all  events  to  make  our  sentiments  known 
&  early  as  possible,  considering  this  as  a  case  which 
nust  be  deemed  an  exception  to  the  general  rule 
ipon  every  principle  of  humanity  and  justice;  re- 
el ving,  however,  that  so  far  as  we  are  concerned 
ndividually,  in  case  an  application  should  be  made, 
ve  will  most  attentively  hear  it ;  and  if  we  can  be 
onvinced  this  opinion  is  a  wrong  one,  we  shall  not 
lesitate  to  act  accordingly,  being  as  fiir  from  the 
reakness  of  supposing  that  there  is  any  reproach 
Q  having  committed  an  error,  to  which  the  greatest 
nd  best  men  are  sometimes  liable,  as  we  should  be 
rom  so  low  a  sense  of  duty  as  to  think  it  would  not 


be  the  highest  and  most  deserved  reproach  that 
could  be  bestowed  on  any  men  (much  more  on 
Judges)  that  they  were  capable,  from  any  motive, 
of  persevering  against  conviction  in  apparently 
maintaining  an  opinion  which  they  really  thought 
to  be  erroneous. 

We  take  the  liberty  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  lay  this  Letter  before  the  Legislature 
of  the  United  States  at  their  next  session,  and  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  faithful  servants, 

JAMES  IREDELL, 
Ont  of  the  Auociate  Jtutica  of  the 

Suprome  Court  of  the  United  Statee, 
JNO.  SITGREAVES, 
Judge  <rf  the  United  Statee 

for  the  J^orth  Carolina  Diitriet 
The  Prbsidint  of  thb  United  Statbs. 


REPORT  ON  NEWSPAPER  POSTAGE. 

[Ifada  to  the  Hooie  of  RapreMntatlrM,  Moond  Maalon  8«ooiid 

Coogreu.] 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  oi  the 

President's  Speech  which  relates  to  the  transportation 

of  Newspapeni,  Report : 

That  after  a  communication  with  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  on  the  subject  under  consideration, 
they  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  provi- 
sions : 

1.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to 
direct  his  deputies  to  receive  subscriptions  for  news- 
papers. 

2.  That  every  subscriber,  at  the  time  of  subscrib- 
ing, pay  to  the  postmaster  the  amount  of  a  half 
year's  postage  on  the  paper  which  he  engages  to 
take,  and  half  of  the  annual  price  of  the  paper. 

8.  That  of  the  postage  thus  advanced,  he  retain 
one-fourth  of  a  cent  for  each  paper  he  will  have  to 
receive  or  deliver,  during  the  first  half  year;  and  of 
the  price  of  the  paper,  twenty-five  per  cent ;  and 
remit  the  residue  of  the  postage  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  and  the  residue  of  the  price  of  the 
papers  to  the  printers  thereof,  with  lists  of  the  sub- 
scribers. 

4.  That  the  postmasters,  and  not  the  subsribers, 
shall  be  responsible  to  the  printers ;  they  receiving 
the  twenty-five  per  cent,  before  mentioned,  as 
compensation  for  the  above  intended  agency  in  the 
business. 

They  suggest  the  propriety  of  securing  the  print- 
er's money,  by  the  same  bonds,  of  the  postmasters, 
by  which  postages  are  secured.  That  duplicate  lists 
of  the  subscribers  should  be  sent  by  the  postmas- 
ters to  the  General  Post  Office ;  and  that,  upon  the 
complaint  of  a  printer,  against  a  postmaster,  pay- 
ment may  be  enforced,  under  the  same  bond  that 
secures  arrears  of  postage  to  the  office. 

That  where  the  mail  shall  be  carried  by  private 
contract,  agreeably  to  the  power  given  to  the  Post- 
master General,  by  the  second  section  of  the  law 
"  establishing  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,"  it 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  allow 
to  such  contractors,  in  a  settlement  with  the  Ge- 
neral Post  Office,  for  the  postage  on  newspapers,  a 
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proportion,  according  to  the  distance  by  them  car- 
ried, and  the  distance  by  the  public  post,  so  as  to 
make  a  just  dividend,  according  to  the  distances 
carried  by  each. 

That  the  privilege  of  franking  letters  or  packets, 
not  exceeding  the  weight  of  one  ounce,  be  allowed 
to  postmasters,  under  restrictions  similar  to  those 
of  the  law  of  last  session. 

That  the  postmasters  be  allowed  to  charge 

per  centum  on  all  franked  letters,  their  own  ex- 
cepted, considering  them  as  single  letters. 

That  the  Postmaster  General  be  empowered,  in 
the  settlement  of  the  account  of  the  deputy  Post- 
master of  Philadelphia,  to  allow  him,  for  office  rent 

tod  a  chief  clerk,  at  the  rate  of  not  more  than 

dollars;  and  one  other  clerk,  at  the  rate  of  not 
more  than dollars  per  aif^num. 

That  when  letters  or  packets,  to  go  beyond  sea, 
are  received  by  a  postmaster,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
make  them  up  into  mails ;  and  for  each  letter  or 
packet  be  permitted  to  receive  one  cent 

That  any  letter  sent  among  newspapers  be  sub- 
jected to  double  postage ;  and  where  a  memoran- 
dum or  writing,  other  thai)  the  address,  be  on  the 
newspaper,  such  newspaper  be  subjected  to  double 
letter  postage. 

That  magazines  and  pamphlets  be  transported  in 
the  mail,  at  the  following  rates : 

One  cent  per  sheet  for  their  conveyance  not  over 
fifty  miles ;  one  and  a  half  cent  over  fifty  and  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  miles ;  and  two  cents  per 
sheet  for  any  greater  distance. 

That  members  of  Congress  be  allowed  to  fhink 
letters  or  packets  not  exceeding  four  ounces  in 
weight 

That  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  masters  or  com- 
manders of  ships  or  vessels,  sailing  from  one  port 
of  the  United  States  to  another,  whether  by  sea  or 


otherwise,  as  well  as  of  the  masters  or  cominaiidas 
of  all  ships  or  vessels  arriving  in  any  port  of  the 
United  States,  from  a  foreign  port  or  place,  to  d^ 
ver  all  letters  by  them  brought,  to  the  post  oflSee  of 

the  port  Qr  place,  where  they  may  arriTB  in 

hours  after  such  arrival. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  roads 
as  necessary,  viz : 

A  road  to  connect  Sharpsbuif  ,  in  Maryland,  widi 
Shepherdstown,  in  Virginia. 

An  alteration  of  the  route  from  Philadelphia  to 
Reading,  so  that  the  road  to  be  established  may  be 
from  Philadelphia,  through  Norristown  and  Poita- 
grove,  to  Reading. 

To  connect  Norwidx  and  New  LondoOy  in  Con- 
necticut, by  a  road. 

That  the  Postmaster  General  be  anthoriied  to 
send  a  mail,  by  the  route  of  Newport,  to  Taantom 

That  there  be  established  a  road  from  Hampton 
Falls  to  Exeter,  in  New  Hampshire. 

One  from  Yorktown,  Pennsylvania,  to  Freder- 
icktown,  in  Maryland. 

One  from  Richmond,  by  Powhatan  Coort-hoose, 
Cumberland  Court-house,  Meredith's  Store,  Xev 
London,  and  Liberty,  to  Botetourt  Conrt-hoose  in 
Virginia;  and  from  New  London  to  Lynehborg; 
and  from  Meredith's  Store,  by  Prince  Bdward 
Court-house,  to  Charlotte  Court-house. 

One  from  Tarborough,  by  Greenville,  to  Wadi- 
ington ;  and  from  Fayetteville  to  Hillsboroagh,  by 
Chatham  Court-honse;  and  to  return  by  Wake 
Court-house  to  Fayetteville,  once  a  week ;  in  North 
Carolina:  and 

One  from  Danville  to  Lexington,  in  Kentn^Ey. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  road  froa 
Halifax,  by  Bluntsville,  Williamstown,  and  Dai- 
ley's,  to  Plymouth,  in  North  Carolina^  be  strickea 
out 
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PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  GONQRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT 
PHILADELPHIA,  ON  THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  OF  OCTOBER.   17«L 


An  Act  gnuiting  farther  time  for  making  return  of  the 
Enameration  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  District  of 
South  Carolina. 

A  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Houee  qfBspre- 
aentatioee  of  the  United  States  qf  America^  in  Con- 
ifreu  aeeembUdy^hKi  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  South  Carolioa  to  com- 
plete and  make  return  of  the  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  district  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  form  and  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,^  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  anything  in  the  said  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

JONATHAN  TRUMBULL, 
Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  JSepresentatives. 
s     JOHN  ADAMS, 
Vies  President  of  the  United  Statee, 
and  Preiident  of  the  Senate, 
Approved,  November  8,  1791. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 
President  of  the  United  States. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gk>- 
▼emment  for  the  year  one  tboosand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-twa 

Be  it  enctetedf  d^c,  That  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1792,  and  the  support  of  the  Civil  List  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  incidental  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  several  Departments  and 
offices  thereof^  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum 
of  money,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars 
and  fifty-six  cents,  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensation  granted  bv  law  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  vice  President, 
Chief  Justice,  Associate  Judges,  and  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, fifty-three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensation  to  the  District  Judges, 
nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  tho 
officers  and  attendants  of  the  two  Houses,  estima- 
ted on  a  session  of  six  months  continuance,  and 
including  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  members, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dolkrs.  I 


For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and 
oflicers  of  the  several  Departments  of  the  Treasurv 
of  the  United  States,  including  clerks  and  attend- 
ants, and  the  salaries  of  the  respective  Loan  ofli- 
cers, sixty  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and 
officers  of  the  Department  of  State,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Secretary  and 
officers  of  the  Department  of  War,  nine  thousand 
six  hundred  doUars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  in- 
dividual States,  including  the  clerks  and  attend- 
ants, thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  Governors, 
Judges,  and  other  officers  of  the  Western  Territo- 
rv  of  the  United  States,  including  contingencies, 
eleven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  grant  to  Baron 
Steuben,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

For  definying  all  other  incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Civil  List  establishments,  in- 
cluding firewood,  stationery,  together  with  the 
printing  work,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Conmss,  rent  and  office  ex- 
pense of  the  three  several  Departments,  namely, 
Treasury,  State,  War,  and  of  the  General  poard 
of  Commissioners,  twenty-one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  dollars,  and  eighty-three  cents. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
pensation to  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  two  Houses,  for 
services  which  have  been  heretofore  rendered,  or 
may  be  rendered  in  the  recess  of  Congress  for  the 
year  1792,  and  certified  by  the  President  of  the 
Senate  or  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  manner  required  by  law  for  like  servioes 
during  sessions,  shall  be  discharged  out  of  the  mo- 
ney herein  before  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Conmss. 

Sic.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  for  dis- 
charging certain  liquidated  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  for  making  good  deficiencies  in  former  ap- 
propriations, for  &e  support  of  the  Civil  List  esta- 
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blishment,  and  for  aiding  the  fund  appropriated 
for  the  payment  of  certain  officers  of  the  Courtft, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
ten  cutters,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of 
roonej  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars 
and  forty-nine  cents,  that  is  to  say : 

For  discharging  a  balance  due  on  a  liquidated 
claim  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  against  the 
United  States,  for  supplies  dunng  the  late  war, 
nine  thousand  and  twenty  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
cents. 

For  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  on  a 
liquidated  claim  of  Oliver  Pollock,  late  Commef- 
cial  Agent  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans, 
for  supplies  of  clothing,  arms,  and  militanr  stores, 
during  the  late  war,  one  hundred  and  eight  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  two  cents : 
Provided^  That  the  said  moneys  be  not  paid  to 
the  said  Oliver  Pollock  without  the  consent  of  the 
agents  of  the  Court  of  Spain. 

For  making  good  deficiencies  in  the  last  appro- 
priations, for  the  compensations  to  sundry  officers 
of  the  Civil  List  establishments,  five  thousand  four 
hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars. 

For  defraying  sundry  authorized  expenses  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans  in  the  several  States, 
twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  a  balance  of  certain  liquidated 
and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  additional  expense  of  the  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- two 
,  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  former  appro- 
priations, to  discharge  the  expenses  to  clerks,  ju- 
rors, and  witnesses,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  Avt  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  light-bouses, 
beacons,  piers,  stakes,  and  buoys,  sixteen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  keeping  prisoners  committed 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  tho  expense  of  clerks  and  books  in  arranging 
the  public  securities,  two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  hydrometers  for  the  use  of 
the  officers  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  reve- 
nue,* one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  further  expense  of  building  and  equip- 
ping ten  cutters,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowances 
to  the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  for 
defraying  all  expenses  incident  to  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  for  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in 
the  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  against 
the  Indians,  during  the  years  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  and  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  acts  relative  to  the  Military  Establishment, 


passed  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  one  thoo- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  the  thir- 
tieth of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety,  and  for  which  no  appropriations  hare  been 
made,  there  shall  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  laooej 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  seventy- 
six  cents  and  two  thirds  of  a  cent,  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  troops,     -        -        -  $102,68€  00 
For  subsistence,       ....    119,6d8  97 

For  clothing, 48,000  00 

For  forage, 4,152  00 

For  the  Hospital  department,  -        -        6,000  00 
For  the  Quartermaster's  department,      50,000  00 
For  the  Ordnance  department,         -        7,204  M 
For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
War  Department,  including  maps, 
hire  of  expresses,  allowances  to  offi- 
cers for  extra  expenses,  printing, 
loss  of  stores  of  all  kinds,  advertis- 
ing, and  apprehending  deserters,  -      80,000  00 

For  the  discharge  of  certain  sums 
due  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  sun- 
dry officers  of  the  late  Army,  and 
for  pay  of  the  late  Maryland  line, 
for  which  no  appropriations  have 
been  made, ...        -        -      10,490  85 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  al- 
lowances to  invalid  pensioners,    -      87,46S  €01 

For  defraving  all  expenses  incidental 

to  the  tndian  department,  aathor- 

ized  by  law,        ....     39,424  71 
For  defraying  the  expenses  incurred 

in  the  defensive  protection  of  the 

frontiers,  as  before  recited,  -       -     87,839  ^ 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Hist  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shaB  be  paid 
and  discharged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to  wit: 
First,  out  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which,  by  the  act,  entitled  *' An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States,"  is 
reserved  yearly  for  the  support  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  their  common  defence; 
and  secondly,  out  of  such  surplus  as  sbaU  have 
accrued  to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  upon  the 
revenues  heretofore  established,  over  ana  above 
the  sums  necessary  for  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  Public  Debt  during  the  same  year,  and  for 
satisfying  other  prior  appropriations. 

Approved,  December  28, 1791. 


An  Act  for  carrying  into  effect  a  Contract  between  the 
United  States  and  the  SUte  of  Pennsyb 


For  duly  conveying  to  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia a  certain  tract  of  Und,  the  right  to  the  govern- 
ment and  jurisdiction  whereof  was  relinquished  to 
the  said  State  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
fourth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thoa- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eightr-eight,  and  whereof 
the  right  of  soil  has  been  sold  by  virtue  of  a  pfe> 
vious  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  sixth  day  of 
June  in  the  said  year : 

Be  it  enacted^  Ac^  That  the  President  of  the 
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[Jnited  States  be  authoriied,  in  ftitfilmeni  of  the 
;erma  stipulated  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  PenQ- 
lylvania,  to  issue  letters  pateot,  in  the  name  and 
inder  the  seal  of  the  United  Stetes,  granting  and 
conveying  to  the  said  State  forever,  the  said  traet 
>f  land,  as  the  same  was  ascertained  by  a  survey 
nade  in  pursuance  >of  the  resolution  of  Gongress  of 
he  sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
md  eighty-eight 
Approved,  January  3,  1792. 


Kxk  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  settling  the  Ae- 
counts  of  the  United  Stetes  with  the  individual 

Be  it  enacted^  <^.,  That  the  powers  of  the  Board 
)f  Commissioners,  which,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
lecond  session  of  the  first  Congress,  was  establish- 
$d  to  settle  the  aceounte  between  the  United  Stetes 
ind  individual  Stetes,  shall  conUnue  until  the  first 
lay  of  July,  1793,  unless  the  business  shall  be 
(ooner  accomplished. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  afore- 
laid  act  shall  extend  to  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
eounte between  the  United  Stetes  and  the  Stete  of 
Vermont;  and  that  until  the  first  day  of  December 
lext,  shall  be  allowed  for  the  said  Stete  to  e.xhibit 
ts  claims. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
ifler  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  pay  of  the  principal 
;lerk  of  the  said  Board  shall  be  the  same  as  the  pay 
)f  the  principal  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Approved,  January  23,  1792. 


in  Act  concerning  certein  Fisheries  of  the  United 
Stetes,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
Fishermen  employed  therein. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That  the  allowance  now 
nade  upon  the  exportetion  of  dried  fish,  of  the 
isheries  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of  a  draw- 
back of  the  duties  paid  on  the  salt  used  in  preserv- 
ng  the  same,  shall  cease  on  all  dried  fish  exported 
liter  the  tenth  day  of  June  next ;  and  as  a  com* 
nutetion  and  equivalent  therefor,  there  shall  be 
ifterwards  paid,  on  the  last  day  of  December  an- 
mally,  to  the  owner  of  every  vessel,  or  his  agent, 
>y  the  collector  of  the  district  where  such  vessel 
nay  belong,  that  shall  be  Qualified  agreeably  to 
aw  for  carrying  on  the  Bank  and  other  cod  fish- 
eries, and  that  shall  actually  have  been  employed 
herein,  at  sea,  for  the  term  of  four  months  at  the 
east  of  the  fishing  season  next  preoeding,  which 
(eason  is  accounted  to  be  from  the  last  day  of 
February  to  the  laat  day  of  November  in  every 
rear,  for  each  and  every  ton  of  such  vessel's  bur- 
len,  according  to  her  admeasurement  as  licensed 
>r  enrolled-— if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceeding 
hirty  tons,  one  and  a  half  dollar;  and  if  above 
hirty  tons,  two  and  a  half  dollars;  of  which  al- 
owance  aforesaid,  three-eighth  parte  shall  accrue 
md  belong  to  the  owner  of  such  fishing  vessel, 
md  the  other  five-eighths  thereof  shall  be  divided 
>y  him,  his  agent  or  lawful  representetive,  to  and 
unong  the  several  fishermen  who  shall  have  been 


employed  in  such  vesselduring  the  season  afore- 
said, or  a  part  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  such 
proportions  as  the  fish  they  shall  respectively  have 
taken  may  bear  to  the  whole  quantity  of  fish  taken 
on  board  such  veesel  during  such  season :  Provided, 
Tiiat  the  allowance  aforesaid  on  any  one  vessel,  for 
one  season,  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty dollars. 

SBa  2.  And  he  it  fwrtker  enacted.  That  on  the 
last  day  of  December,  annually,  as  aforesaid,  there 
shall  also  be  psid  to  the  owner  of  every  fishing 
boat  or  vessel  of  more  than  five  tons,  and  le^  than 
twenty  tons,  or  to  his  agent  or  lawful  representa- 
tive, by  the  collector  oi  the  district  where  sueh 
boat  or  vessel  may  belong,^  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
upon  every  ton  admeasurement  of  such  boat  or 
vessel,  which  allowance  shall  be  accounted  for  as 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fnres  of  sakl  boat  or 
vessel,  and  shall  accordingly  be  so  divided  among 
all  persons  interested  therein :  Provided,  howeeer. 
That  this  allowance  shall  be  made  only  to  sueh 
boate  or  vessels  as  shall  have  actually  been  em- 
ployed at  sea  in  the  eod  fishery,  for  the  term  of 
four  months  at  the  least,  of  the  preceding  season  : 
And  provided,  ako,  That  such  boat  or  vessel  shall 
have  landed,  in  the  course  of  said  preceding  season, 
a  quantity  of  fish  not  less  than  twelve  quintela  for 
every  ton  of  her  admeaaurement ;  the  said  quan- 
tity of  fish  to  be  ascertained  when  dried  and  cured 
fit  for  exportation,  and  according  to  the  weight 
thereof,  as  the  same  shall  weigh  at  the  time  of 
delivery  when  actually  sold;  which  aecount  of 
the  weight,  with  the  original  adjustment  and  set- 
tlement of  the  fare  or  fares  among  the  owners  and 
fishermen,  together  with  a  written  aceount  of  the 
length,  breadth,  and  depth  of  said  boat  or  vessel, 
and  the  time  she  has  actually  been  employed  in 
the  fishery  in  the  preceding  aeason,  shajl  in  all 
oases  be  produced  and  sworn  or  affirmed  to,  be- 
fore the  said  collector  of  the  district,  in  order  to 
entitle  the  owner,  his  agent  or  lawful  representa- 
tive, to  receive  the  allowance  aforesaid.  And  if 
at  any  time  within  one  year  after  payment  of  such 
allowance,  it  shall  appear  that  anv  fraud  or  deceit 
has  been  practised  in  obtaining  the  same,  the  boat 
or  vessel  upon  which  such  allowance  shall  have 
been  paid,  if  found  within  the  diatriot  aforesaid, 
shall  be  forfeited ;  otherwise  the  owner  or  owners, 
having  practised  such  fraud  or  deceit,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  one  hundred  dollars ;  to  be  sued  for,  re- 
covered, and  appropriated,  in  like  manner  as  for- 
feitures and  penalties  are  to  be  sued  for,  recovered 
and  appropriated  for  any  breach  of  an  act,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  provide  more  efifectiuklly  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  importeti  into  the  United  Stetes, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels.'* 

Sna  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  own- 
er or  owners  of  every  fishing  vessel  of  twenty  tons 
and  upwards,  his  or  their  agent  or  Uwful  repre- 
sentetive, shall,  previous  to  receiving  the  allow- 
ance which  is  provided  for  in  this  act,  produce  to 
the  collector  who  is  authorized  to  pay  the  same, 
the  original  agreement  or  agreemenU  which  may 
have  been  mMe  with  the  fishermen  employed  on 
board  such  vessel,  as  is  herein  before  required,  and 
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also  a  eertifioate,  to  be  by  him  or  them  subscribed, 
therein  mentioning  the  particular  days  on  which 
such  vessel  sailed  and  returned  on  the  several 
voyages  or  fares  she  may  have  made,  in  the  pre- 
ceding fishing  season ;  to  the  truth  of  which  they 
shall  swear  or  affirm,  before  the  collector  afore- 
said. 

Sbc.  4.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted^  That  no  ship 
or  vessel  of  twenty  tons  or  upwards,  employed  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  allowance  granted 
bv  this  act,  unless  the  skipper  or  master  thereof 
ahall,  before  he  proceeds  on  any  fishing  voyage, 
make  an  agreement,  in  writing  or  in  print,  with 
every  fisherman  employed  therein,  excepting  only 
an  apprentice  or  servant  of  himself  or  owner ;  and 
in  addition  to  such  terms  of  shipment  as  may  bo 
agreed  on,  shall  in  such  agreement  express  wheth- 
er the  same  is  to  continue  for  one  voyage  or  for 
the  fishing  season,  and  shall  also  express  that  the 
fish,  or  the  proceeds  of  such  fishing  voyage  or 
voyages,  which  may  appertain  to  the  fishermen, 
ahall  be  divided  among  them,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantities  or  number  of  said  fish  they  may  respect- 
ively have  caught;  which  agreement  shall  be  en- 
dorsed or  countersigned  by  tne  owner  of  such  fish- 
ing vessel  or  his  agent:  And  if  any  fisherman, 
having  engaged  himself  for  a  voyage  or  for  the 
fishing  season,  in  any  fishing  ves<)el,  and  signed  an 
agreement  therefor  as  aforesaid,  shall  thereafter, 
and  while  such  agreement  remains  in  force  and  to 
be  performed,  desert  or  absent  himself  from  such 
vessel,  without  leave  of  the  master  or  skipper 
theraof,  or  of  the  owner  or  his  agent,  such  deserter 
•hall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  deserting 
•eamen  or  mariners  are  subject  to  in  the  merchant 
service,  and  may  in  the  like  manner,  and  upon 
the  like  complaint  and  proof,  be  apprehended  and 
detained ;  and  all  oosts  of  process  and  commitment, 
if  paid  by  the  master  or  owner,  shall  be  deducted 
out  of  the  share  of  the  fish  or  proceeds  of  any  fish- 
ing voyage  to  which  such  deserter  had  or  shall 
become  entitled.  And  any  fisherman,  having  en- 
gaged himself  as  aforesaid,  who  shall,  during  such 
fishing  voyage,  refuse  or  neglect  his  proper  duty 
on  board  the  fishing  vessel,  being  thereto  ordered 
or  required  by  the  master  or  skipper  thereof,  or 
shall  otherwise  resist  his  just  commands,  to  the 
hiu'dranee  or  detriment  of  such  voyage,  besides 
being  answerable  for  such  damages  arising  there- 
by, shall  forfeit,  to  the  use  of  the  owner  of  such 
vessel,  his  share  of  the  allowance  which  shall  be 
paid  upon  such  voyage,  as  is  herein  granted. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  fwriker  enact&i,  That  where 
an  agreement  or  contract  shall  be  so  made  and 
signed,  for  a  fishing  voyage  or  for  the  fishing  sea- 
son, and  any  fish  which  may  have  been  caught  on 
board  such  vessel  during  the  same  shall  be  deliver- 
ed to  the  owner  or  to  his  agent,  for  cure,  and  shall 
be  sold  by  said  owner  or  agent,  such  vessel  shall, 
for  the  term  of  six  months  after  such  sale,  be  lia^ 
ble  and  answerable  for  the  skipper's  and  every 
other  fisherman's  share  of  such  fish,  and  may  be 
proceeded  against  in  the  same  form,  and  to  the 
same  effect,  as  any  other  vessel  is  by  law  liable 
and  may  be  proceeded  against,  for  the  wages  of 
seamen  or  mariners  in  the  merchant  service.    And 


upon  such  process,  for-  the  valae  of  a  share  or 
shares  of  the  proceeds  of  fish  delivered  and  sold  n 
aforesaid,  it  ahall  be  incumbent  on  the  owner  or 
his  agent,  to  produce  a  just  acooant  of  the  sales 
and  division  of  such  fish,  acooiding  to  sneh  agree> 
ment  or  contract,  otherwise  the  said  vessel  tiaii 
be  answerable  upon  sueh  process  for  what  msf  be 
the  highest  value  of  the  share  or  shares  demanded : 
But,  in  all  cases,  the  owner  of  such  Tesael  or  Ins 
agent  appearing  to  answer  to  such  prooesa,  naj 
offer  thereupon  his  account  of  general  soppUes 
made  for  such  fishing  voyage,  and  of  other  &ap. 
plies  therefor  made,  to  either  of  the  demandants, 
and  shall  be  allowed  to  produce  evidence  thereof, 
in  answer  to  the  demands  respectively^  and  judf- 
ment  shall  be  rendered  upon  such  •  process,  for  the 
respective  balances  which,  upon  such  an  inqnirrt 
shall  appear:  Provided^  alioay$^  That  when  pro- 
cess shall  be  issued  against  any  vessel  liable  as 
aforesaid,  if  the  owner  thereof  or  his  agent  wi!i 
^ve  bond  to  each  fisherman  in  whose  favor  soeh 
process  shall  be  instituted,  with  sufficient  secatitj, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  ob« 
of  whom  shall  be  named  by  such  owner  or  agesU 
and  the  other  by  the  fisherman  or  fishermen  par- 
suing  such  process ;  or  if  either  party  shall  refuse, 
then  the  justice  first  appointed  shall  name  hb 
associate,  with  condition  to  answer  and  pay  wbat> 
ever  sum  shall  be  recovered  by  him  or  them  o: 
such  process,  there  shall  be  an  immediate  diselurve 
of  such  vessel :  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  eofi- 
tained  shall  prevent  any  fisherman  from  having  his 
acUon  at  common  law  for  his  share  or  shares  of  fi^ 
or  the  proceeds  thereof  as  aforesud. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
drawback  heretofore  allowed  on  the  exportatka 
of  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fish,  and  other  fonifi 
salted  provisions,  be,  and  the  same  ia  hereby  re* 
pealed. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  m> 
neys  which  shall  remain,  in  conseqaeoee  of  the 
abolition  of  the  allowance  on  the  exportation  of 
the  dried  fish  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
drawback  en  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fish,  uA 
other  foreign  saltcSl  provisions,  be,  and  the  sase 
are  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
allowances  granted  by  this  act;  and  in  case  the 
moneys  so  appropriated  shall  be  inadequate,  the 
deficiency  shall  be  supplied  out  of  any  moneys 
which  from  time  to  time  shall  be  in  the  Treassr? 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Sbc.  8.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  Tliat  any  per^ 
son  who  shall  declare  falsely  in  any  oath  or  af- 
firmation required  by  this  act,  being  dnly  eonvkted 
thereof  in  any  Court  of  the  United  States  having 
jurisdiction  of  such  offence,  ahall  suffer  the  sase 
penalties  as  are  provided  for  false  swearing  or 
affirming,  by  the  act  before  mentioned,  and  to  be 
in  like  manner  sued  for,  recovered,  and  apjffo- 
priated. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  this  set 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  steren 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  February  16, 1792. 
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in  Act  to  ettablnh  the  Pott  Office  and  Post  RoadB 
within  the  United  States 

Be  it  enacted^  Se.^  That  from  and  after  the  first 
lay  of  June  next,  the  following  roads  be  established 
is  Post  Roads,  namely :  From  Wiscasset,  in  the 
listrict  of  Maine,  to  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  by  the 
bllowing  roate,  to  wit:  Portland,  Portsmouth, 
^ewburyport,  Ipswich,  Salem,  Boston,  Worces- 
er,  Springfield,  Hartford,  Middle  town.  New  Ha- 
ren,  Stratford,  Fairfield,  Xorwalk,  Stamford, 
^ew  York,  Newark,  Elizabethtown,  Woodbridgc, 
Brunswick,  Princeton,  Trenton,  Bristol,  Philadel- 
>hia,  Chester,  Wilmington,  Elkton,  Charlestown, 
lavre  de  Grace,  Hartford,  Baltimore,  Bladens- 
>urg,  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  Colchester,  Dum- 
Hes,  Fredericksburg,  Bowling  Green,  Hanover 
^ourt  House,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  Hali&x,  Tar- 
>orough,  Smithfleld,  Fayetteville,  Newbridge  over 
drowning  Creek,  Cheraw  Court  House,  Camden, 
Statesburg,  Columbia,  Cambridge,  and  Augusta; 
md  from  thence  to  Savannah,  and  from  Augusta, 
>y  Washington,  in  Wilkes  county,  to  Greenbo- 
■ough;  and  from  thence  by  the  Great  Falls  of 
)gcchce  and  Georgetown  to  Augusta;  and  from 
>tatesburg  to  Charleston,  and  from  Charleston  to 
Georgetown,  and  from  Charleston  to  Savannah, 
ind  from  Savannah  by  Newport  Bridge  to  Sun- 
>ury ;  and  also,  from  Portsmouth  by  Exeter  and 
Concord,  to  Hanover,  in  New  Hampshire;  and 
rom  Salem  to  Marblehead,  and  from  Salem  to 
jloucester ;  and  from  Boston,  by  Providence,  New- 
>ort,  and  New  London,  to  New  Haven ;  and  from 
Boston,  through  Taunton,  to  New  Bedford;  and 
rom  Taunton,  through  Warren  and  Bristol,  to  New- 
K>rt ;  and  from  Boston,  by  Plymouth,  to  Barnsta- 
>le ;  and  from  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
:hu8etts,  to  Kinderhook,  in  the  Stato  of  New  York, 
md  from  Springfield,  by  Northampton,  Brattlebo- 
x>ugh  and  Charlestown,  by  Windsor,  in  Vermont, 
o  Hanover,  and  from  Hartford,  by  Middletown, 
o  New  London ;  also,  from  Hartford  to  Norwich 
ind  Providence;  and  from  Providence  to  Worces- 
er ;  and  from  Philadelphia,  by  Lancaster,  York- 
own,  Carlisle,  Shippensburg,  Chambersburg,  Bed- 
brd,  and  Greensbui^  to  Pittsburg ;  aiid  from  Phila- 
lelphia  to  Bethlehem ;  from  Bethlehem,  by  Reading 
ind  Harrisburg,  to  Carlisle ;  and  from  Bethlehem, 
>y  Easton,  Sussex  Court  House,  Goshen,  Ward^s 
bridge,  and  Kingston,  to  Rhinebeck ;  from  Philar 
lelphia,  by  Salem,  to  Bridgetown ;  and  from  Wil- 
nington,  by  Warwick,  Georgetown,  Cross  Roads, 
^hestortown,  Chester  Mills,  and  Easton,  to  Vienna ; 
jid  from  Vienna,  by  Salisbury,  to  Snow  Hill; 
klso,  from  Wilmington,  by  Newcastle,  Cantwell's 
bridge,  and  Duck  Creek,  to  Dover ;  and  from  thence 
>y  Milford,  Dagsborough,  Snowhill  and  North- 
ampton Court  House,  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia ;  and 
rom  Baltimore  to  Annapolis,  Upper  Marlborough, 
?iscatawa.  Port  Tobacco,  Allen's  Fresh,  Newport, 
md  Cbaptico,  to  Leonardtown;  and  from  Rich- 
nond,  by  Williamsburg,  Yorktown,  and  Hampton, 
o  Norfolk;  and  from  Fredericksburg,  by  Port 
loyal  and  Tappahannock,  to  Urbanna ;  and  from 
hence,  crossing  Rappahannock,  and  proceeding 
)y  Northumberland  Court  House  to  Kinsale,  on 
he  river  Yeocomico;  thence  by  Westmoreland 


Court  House,  through  Leedstown,  to  Fredericks- 
burg; and  from  Petersburg,  by  Cabin  Point,  Smith- 
field  and  Suffolk,  to  Portsmouth,  and  flrom  Suffolk 
to  Edenton,  and  by  Plymouth  to  Washington  ;  and 
from  Washington  to  Newbern,  and  thence  to  Wil- 
mington; and  from  Fayetteville,  by  Elizabeth- 
town,  to  Wilmington ;  and  from  Hali&x,  by  War- 
rington, Hillsborough,  Salem,  to  Salisbury ;  from 
Halifax,  by  Bluntsville,  Willlamston,  Dailey's,  to 
Plymouth ;  and  from  Edenton,  by  Hertford,  Nix- 
onton,  Sawyer's  Ferry,  in  Camden  county,  to  In- 
dian Town,  in  Currituck  county;  and  from  New 
York,  by  Albany,  Bennington,  Manchester,  and 
Rutland,  to  Burlington,  on  Lake  Champlain ;  and 
from  Albany,  by  Schenectady,  to  Canajoharie; 
from  New  York,  to  Hartford,  through  Whiteplains, 
North  Castle,  Salem,  Poundridge,  Ridgefield,  Dan- 
bury,  Newton,  New  Milford,  Litchfield,  Harrington, 
and  Farmington ;  from  Newark,  or  Elizabethtown, 
by  Morristown,  to  Sussex  Court  House ;  from 
Woodbridge  to  Amboy;  from  Alexandria,  by 
Salisbury,  Leesburg,  Shepherdstown,  Martins- 
burg,  Winchester,  Stevensburg,  Strasburg,  Wood- 
stock, and  Rockingham  Court  House,  to  Staunton, 
and  from  Richmond,  by  Columbia,  Charlottesville, 
Staunton,  Lexington,  Fincastle,  Montgomery  Court 
House,  Wythe  Court  House,  Abingdon,  and  Haw- 
kin's  Court  House,  in  the  territory  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  to  Danville,  in  Kentucky;  and 
from  Baltimore,  by  Fredericktown  and  Sharps- 
burg,  to  Hagarstown ;  and  from  thence  to  Cham- 
bersburg :  Provided,  That  the  route  by  which  the 
mails  are  at  present  conveyed,  shall  in  no  case  be 
altered,  without  the  consent  of  the  contractors,  till 
the  contracts  made  by  the  Postmaster  Gfeneral  shall 
be  determined. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to 
enter  into  contracts,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  eight 
years,  for  extending  the  line  of  posts,  and  to  au- 
thorize tiie  person  or  persons,  so  contracting,  to 
receive,  during  the  continuance  of  such  contract, 
according  to  the  rates  by  this  act  established,  all 
the  postage  which  shall  arise  on  letters,  newspa- 
pers and  packets,  convened  by  any  such  post ;  and 
the  roads,  therein  designated,  shall,  during  the 
continuance  of  such  contract,  be  deemed  and  con- 
sidered as  Post  Roads,  within  the  terms  and  pro- 
visions of  this  act :  Provided^  That  no  such  con- 
tract shall  be  made,  to  the  diminution  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  General  Post  OflQce,  and  that  a  duplicate 
of  every  such  contract,  under  hand  and  seal,  shall, 
within  sixty  days  after  the  execution  thereof,  be 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  established,  tX  the  seat  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  a  General  Post  Office.  And 
there  shall  be  one  Postmaster  General,  who  shall 
have  authority  to  appoint  an  Assistant,  and  Depu- 
ty Postmasters,  at  all  the  places  where  such  shall 
be  found  necessary.  And  he  shall  provide  for 
carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  by  stage- 
carriages  or  horses,  as  he  may  judge  most  expedi- 
ent ;  and  as  often,  as  he,  having  regard  to  the  pro- 
ductiveness thereof,  as  well  as  other  circumstances, 
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shall  think  proper,  and  defray  the  expense  thereof^ 
with  all  other  expenses  arising  on  the  collection 
and  management  of  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office. 
He  shaU  also  have  power  to  prescribe  such  regu- 
lations to  the  Deputy  Postmasters,  and  others  em- 
ployed under  him,  as  may  be  fouqd  necessary,  and 
to  superintend  the  business  of  the  Department,  in 
all  the  duties  that  are,  or  may  be  assigned  to  it, 
and  also  to  direct  the  route  or  road,  where  there 
are  more  than  one,  between  the  places  above  esta- 
blished, which  route  or  road  shall  be  considered  as 
the  Post  Road. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  shall,  once  in  three  months, 
obtain  from  his  deputies,  the  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  the 
balances  due  thereon,  and  render  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  a  quarterly  account  of  all  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  in  the  said  Department,  to 
be  adjusted  and  settled,  as  other  public  accounts, 
and  shall  pay,  quarterly,  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  balance  in  his  hands.  And  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  his  Assistant,  the  Depu- 
ty Postmasters,  and  such  as  thev  may  employ  in 
their  offices,  shall,  respectively,  before  they  enter 
upon  the  duties,  or  be  entitled  to  receive  the  emo- 
luments of  their  offices,  and  the  contractors  for 
carrying  the  mail,  and  their  agents  or  servants,  to 
whom  the  maQ  shall  be  intrusted,  before  they 
commence  the  execution  of  said  trust,  shall  re- 
spectively, take  and  subscribe  before  some  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
and  cause  a  certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Postmaster  General:  '*I  do  swear  (or 
affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  faithfully 
perform  all  the  duties  required  of  me,  and  abstain 
from  everything  forbidden  by  the  law  in  relation 
to  the  establishment  of  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
within  the  United  States.'* 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  /ureter  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  obstruct  or  retard  the  passage  of  the 
mail,  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrying  the  same, 
he  shall,  upon  conviction  for  every  such  offence, 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  And 
if  any  ferryman  shall,  by  wilful  negligence,  or  re- 
fusal to  transport  the  mail  across  any  ferry,  delay 
the  same,  he  shall  forfeit,  and  pay,  for  each  half 
hour  that  the  same  shall  be  so  delayed,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Ssa  6.  And  he  it  further  enacts,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  give 
public  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
published  at  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  the  State  or  States  where  the  contract  is 
to  be  performed,  for  at  least  six  weeks  before  the 
entering  into  any  contract  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  mail  that  sudi  contract  is  to  be  intended  to  be 
made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  shall  be  concluded ; 
describing  the  pUices,  from  and  to  which  such  mail 
is  to  be  conveyed ;  the  time  at  which  it  is  to  be 
made  up ;  the  day  and  hour  at  which  it  is  to  be 
delivered;  and  the  penalty  or  penalties  for  non- 
performance of  the  stipulations.  He  shall,  more- 
over, within  thirty  days  after  the  making  of  any 
contracti  lodge  the  same,  together  with  the  propo- 


sals which  he  shall  have  received  respecting  the 
same,  in  the  office  of  the  ComptroUer  of  the  Tnt- 
sury  of  the  United  States. 

Siea  7.  And  he  it  further  enaUed,  That  tvsj 
Deputy  Postmaster  shall  keep  an  office  m  whidi 
one  or  more  persons  shall  attend  at  such  hoars  is 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  tbepvpoae 
of  performing  the  duties  thereot  And  all  letters 
brought  to  any  Post  OflSce,  half  an  hour  beferetbe 
time  of  making  up  the  mail  at  such  office,  shaH  be 
forwarded  therein. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  ailer  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Postausts 
General  shall  be  allowed  for  his  services,  atthente 
of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  his  Asastut 
at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  per  annmn,  to  be  piiil 
quarterly,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Poet  Office. 
And  no  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  received  b; 
either  of  them,  on  account  of  the  duties  to  be  pa- 
formed  in  virtue  of  their  appointments. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  the  Deputy  Post- 
master and  persons  authorized  by  the  Postmistcr 
General,  shall  demand  and  receive,  for  the  postage 
and  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets,  except  sod) 
as  are  hereinafter  excepted,  according  to  the  sere* 
ral  rates  and  sums  following :  For  the  postage  ef 
every  single  letter,  to  or  from  any  place  bj  hod 
not  exce^ing  thirty  miles,  six  cents ;  over  thiitj 
miles,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  eight  cents;  OTer 
sixty  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one  hondieiteo 
cents ;  over  one  hundred  miles,  and  not  exoeediog 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  twelve  cents  and  a-balf; 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not  exceed- 
ing two  hundred,  fifteen  cents ;  over  two  baodred 
miles,  and  not  exceeding  two  hmidred  and  fiflj, 
seventeen  cents ;  over  two  hundred  and  fiflj  nuks, 
and  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fiflj,  tweot; 
cents ;  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  and  fifty,  twenty-two  cents; 
and  to  or  from  any  place  by  land,  more  than  foor 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  twentv-five  cents;  tod 
every  double  letter  shall  pay  douole  the  said  rates; 
every  triple  letter,  triple;  every  packet  weigbiog 
one  ounce  avoirdupois,  to  pay,  at  the  rate  of  fev 
single  letters  for  each  ounce,  and  in  thatproportioo, 
for  any  greater  weight 

Sec  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  jj 
letters  and  packets,  passing  by  sea  to  and  from  toe 
United  States,  or  from  one  port  to  another  thema* 
in  packet  boats  or  vessels,  the  property  of,  or  pr^ 
vided  by  the  United  States,  shall  ^  '^^  |J|!f 
charged,  as  follows :  For  every  single  letter,  ei^ 
cents;  for  every  double  letter,  dxteen  cents;  W 
e7%rj  triple  letter  or  packet,  twen^-four  cenfij 
for  every  letter  or  packet  brought  into  the  United 
States,  or  carried  fit)m  one  port  therein  to  anotbef 
by  sea,  in  any  private  ship  or  vessel,  four  ceo^ " 
delivered  at  the  place  where  the  same  shall  amn; 
and  if  directed  to  be  delivered  at  any  other  p»ee, 
with  the  addition  of  the  like  postage,  as  other  j^ 
ters  are  made  subject  to  the  payment  of  by  this  »• 

Sec.  11.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  »f 
Deputy  Postmaster,  or  other  person  authoriiw  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  receive  the  postages  oi 
letters,  shall  fraudulently  demand  or  receive  i&J 
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ate  of  postage,  or  any  gratuity  or  reward,  other 
ban  is  provided  by  this  act  for  the  postage  of  let- 
ers  or  packets,  on  conviction  thereof,  he  shall  for^ 
eit  for  every  sach  offence,  one  hundred  dollars, 
ind  shall  be  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any 
office  under  the  United  States. 

Sbc.'12.  And  be  it/urther  enaetsd.  That  no  ship 
>r  vessel,  arriving  at  any  port  within  the  United 
itates,  where  a  Post  Ofi9ce  is  established,  shall  be 
permitted  to  report,  make  entry  or  break  bulk,  till 
he  master  or  commander  shall  have  delivered  to 
he  Postmaster,  all  letters  directed  to  anv  person 
)r  persons  within  the  United  States,  which,  under 
lis  care  or  within  his  power,  shall  be  brought  in 
uch  ship  or  vessel,  other  than  such  as  are  directed 
0  the  owner  or  consignee;  but  when  a  vessel 
)e  bound  to  another  pmt  than  that  at  which  she 
riky  enter,  the  letters  belonging  to,  or  to  be  de- 
ivered  at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  shall  not  be  de- 
irered  to  the  Postmaster  at  the  port  of  entry.  And 
t  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collector  or  other  officer 
)f  the  port,  empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships 
)r  vessels,  to  require  from  every  master  or  com- 
nander  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirma* 
ion,  purporting  that  he  has  delivered  all  such  let- 
:ers  except  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Postmasters  to  whom  such  letters  may  be  delivered, 
ihall  pay  to  the  master,  commander,  or  other  per- 
ion  delivering  the  same,  except  the  commanders  of 
'oreign  packets,  two  cents  for  every  such  letter  or 
!)acket ;  and  shall  obtain  from  the  person  deliver- 
ng  the  same,  a  certificate  specifying  the  number  of 
ettcrs  and  packets,  with  the  name  of  the  ship  or 
ressel,  and  the  place  from  whence  she  last  sailed  ; 
^hich  certificate,  together  with  a  receipt  for  the 
inoney,  shall  be,  with  his  half-yearly  accounts, 
transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  General,  who  shall 
credit  the  amount  thereof  to  the  Postmaster  for- 
warding the  same. 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
person,  other  than  the  Postmaster  General,  or  his 
ieputies,  or  persons  by  them  employed,  shall  take 
ap,  receive,  order,  despatch,  convey,  carry  or  de- 
liver any  letter  or  letters,  packet  or  packets,  other 
than  newspapers,  for  hire  or  reward,  or  shall  be 
concerned  in  setting  uf>  any  foot  or  horse  post, 
sragon  or  other  carriage,  by  or  in  which  any  let- 
ter or  packet  shall  be  carried  for  hire,  on  any  estab- 
lished Post  Road,  or  any  packet,  or  other  vessel 
or  boat,  or  any  conveyance  whatever,  whereby  the 
revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office  may  be  injured, 
every  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  for  every 
such  offence,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars :  Pro- 
tided^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every 
person  to  send  letters  or  packets  by  special  mes- 
senger. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  or  agents  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  shall  duly  account  and  answer  to  him,  for 
all  by  or  way  letters,  and  shall  specify  the  number 
and  rates  in  the  Post  Bill.  And  if  any  Deputy 
Postmaster  or  agent  shall  neglect  so  to  account,  he 
or  they  so  offending  sh|ill  on  conviction  thereof, 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars. 


Skc.  16.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  if  any 
person,  employed  in  any  of  the  Departments  of  the 
General  Poet  Office,  shall  unlaw  f\illy  detain,  delay, 
or  open  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  shall  be  intrusted,  or  which  shall  have 
come  to  his  possession,  and  which  are  intended 
to  be  conveyed  by  post:  or  if  any  such  person 
shall  secrete,  eml>ezzle  or  destroy  any  letter  or 
packet,  intrusted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  which 
shall  not  contain  any  security  for,  or  assurance 
relating  to  mone;^,  as  hereinafter  described,  every 
such  offender,  bemg  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  be  fined  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars,  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  six 
months,  or  both,  according  to  the  circumstances 
and  aggravations  of  the  offence.  And  if  any  per- 
son, employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  secrete,  embezkle, 
or  destroy,  an^  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  let  - 
ters,  with  which  he  shall  be  intrusted,  or  which 
shall  have  come  to  his  possession,  and  are  intended 
to  be  conveyed  by  post,  containing  any  bank  note, 
or  bank  post  bill,  bill  of  exchange,  warrant  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  note  of  assignment 
of  stock  in  the  funds,  letters  of  attorney  for  receiv- 
ing annuities  or  dividends,  or  for  selling  stock  in 
the  funds,  or  for  receiving  the  interest  thereof,  or 
any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for,  or  relating  to  the 
piyment  of  money,  or  other  bond  or  warrant,  draft, 
bill,  or  promissory  note  whatsoever,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money ;  or  if  any  such  person,  employed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  steal  or  take  any  of  the  same  out 
of  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters,  that 
shall  come  to  his  possession,  he  shall,  on  convic- 
tion for  any  such  offence,  suffer  death.  And  if  any 
person,  who  shall  have  taken  charge  of  the  mail 
of  the  United  States,  shall  quit  or  desert  the  same, 
before  his  arrival  at  the  next  Post  Office,  every 
such  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  for  every 
such  offence.  And  if  any  person,  concerned  in 
carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  col- 
lect, receive  or  carry  any  letter  or  packet,  or  shall 
cause  or  procure  the  same  to  be  done,  contrary  to 
this  act,  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay, 
for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail 
of  the  United  States,  of  such  mail,  or  if  any  per- 
son shall  rob  the  mail,  in  which  letters  are  sent  to 
be  conveyed  by  post,  of  any  letter  or  packet,  or 
shall  steal  such  mail,  or  shall  steal  and  take  from 
or  out  of  the  same,  or  from  out  of  any  Post  Of- 
fice, any  letter  or  packet,  such  offender  or  offend- 
ers shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  suffer  death. 

Sea  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Deputy  Postmasters  shall,  respectively,  publish  at 
the  expiration  of  eveir  three  months,  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  published  at,  or  nearest  the  place  of 
his  residence,  for  three  successive  weeks,  a  list  of 
all  the  letters  then  remaining  in  their  respective 
offices ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  next  three 
months,  shall  send  such  of  the  said  letters  as  then 
remain  on  hand,  as  dead  letters,  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opened  and 
inspected ;  and  if  any  valuable  papers  or  matter  of 
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consequence,  shall  be  found  therein,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  cause  a  de- 
scriptive list  thereof  to  be  inserted  in  one  of  the 
newspapers,  published  at  the  place  most  conveni- 
ent to  where  the  owner  maj  be  supposed  to  reside, 
if  within  the  United  States,  and  such  letter  and 
the  contents  shall  be  preserved,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  person,  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addressed, 
upon  payment  of  the  postage,  and  the  expense  of 
publication. 

Sec  19.  And  le  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
following  letters  and  packets,  and  no  other,  shall 
be  received  and  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  postage, 
under  such  restrictions  as  are  hereinafter  provided ; 
that  is  to  say,  all  letters  and  packets  to  or  from  the 
President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  letters  and  packets,  not  exceeding  two 
ounces  in  weight,  to  or  from  any  member  of  the 
Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  or  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, during  their  actual  attendance  in  any 
session  of  Congress,  and  twenty  days  after  such 
session.  All  letters  to  and  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  his  Assistant,  Comptroller,  Re- 
gister, and  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer, 
Uie  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  individual  States,  the  Post- 
master General  and  his  Assistant :  Provided,  That 
no  person  shall  frank  or  enclose  any  letter  or  pack- 
et, other  than  his  own ;  but  any  public  letter  or 
packet  from  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  may 
be  franked  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  or  by  the  Comptroller, 
Register,  Auditor  or  Treasurer.  And  that  each 
person  before  named  shall  deliver  to  the  Post  Of- 
fice GYery  letter  or  packet  enclosed  to  him,  which 
may  be  directed  to  any  other  person,  noting  the 
place,  from  whence  it  came  by  post,  and  the  usual 
postage  shall  be  charged  thereon. 

Sec.  20.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
person  shall  counterfeit  the  handwriting  of  any 
other  person,  in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of 
postage,  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  and 
being  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each 
and  every  other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the 
United  States,  free  of  postage,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Postmaster  General  shall  provide. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
newspapers  conveyed  in  the  mail  shall  be  under 
a  cover  open  at  one  end,  carried  in  separate  bags 
from  the  letters,  and  charged  with  the  payment 
of  one  cent  for  any  distance  not  more  than  one 
hundred  miles,  and  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any 
greater  distance.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Postmaster  General  and  his  Deputy  to  keep  a 
separate  account  for  the  newspapers,  and  the  De- 
puty Postmasters  shall  receive  fifty  per  cent  on 
the  postage  of  all  newspapers;  and  if  any  other 
matter  or  thing  be  enclosed  in  such  papers,  the 
whole  packet  shall  be  charged,  agreeably  to  the 
rates  established  by  this  act,  for  letters  or  packets. 


And  if  any  of  the  persons  employed  in  any  de- 
partment of  the  Post  OfiBoe  shall  anlawfolly  de- 
tain, delay,  embezzle,  or  destroy  any  newspaper 
with  which  he  shall  be  intmstc^d,  such  olScDden, 
for  every  such  offence,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars:  Provided^  That  the  Post- 
master (General,  in  any  contract  he  oiay  enter  into 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  may  authoriat  the 
person  with  whom  such  contract  is  made  to  cany 
newspapers  other  than  those  conveyed  in  the  iduL 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbaft  the 
Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is  herebj,  aatkor- 
ized  to  allow  to  the  Deputy  Postmasters^  respect- 
ively, such  commission  on  the  moneys  ariaiag 
from  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets  as  he  aiiaSl 
think  adequate  to  their  respective  services :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  said  commission  shall  not  exceed 
forty  per  cent  to  any  Deputy  whose  compensa* 
tion  thereby  shall  not  exceed  fifty  dollars^  nor 
thirty  per  cent  to  any  Deputy  whose  compensa- 
tion thereby  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars, 
nor  twenty  per  cent  to  any  other  Depu^,  except 
the  Postmaster  at  the  port  where  the  fearopcan 
packets  do  or  shall  steadily  arrive,  to  whom  such 
further  allowance,  in  addition  to  the  emolaments 
of  his  ofilce,  shall  be  made  as  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral shall  deem  a  reasonable  compensation  for 
his  extra  services  in  the  receipt  and  despatch  of 
letters  originally  received  into  his  ofiBce  from  on 
board  such  packets,  and  by  him  forwarded  to 
other  offices :  And  provided,  aho.  That  the  com- 
pensations aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  any  one  Postmaster 
for  all  services  by  him  rendered. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
Deputy  Postmaster  or  other  person  authorized  to 
receive  the  postage  of  letters  and  packets^  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  render  his  accounts  and  pay 
over  to  the  Postmaster  General  the  balance  by 
him  due,  at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  a 
suit  to  be  commenced  against  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  neglecting  or  refusing;  and  if  the  Post- 
master General  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to  be 
commenced  within  three  months  from  the  end 
of  every  such  three  months,  the  balances  due  from 
every  such  delinquent  shall  be  charged  to,  and 
recoverable  from,  the  Postmaster  General. 

SEa  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  aD 
pecuniary  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under 
this  act  shall  be,  one-half  for  the  use  of  the  person 
or  persons  informing  and  prosecuting  for  the  same, 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Postnuister  General  to  make 
provision,  where  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  re- 
ceipt of  all  letters  and  packets  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed by  any  ship  or  vessel  beyond  sea,  or  iram 
any  port  of  the  United  States  to  another  port 
therein  ;  and  the  letters  so  received  shall  be  formed 
into  a  mail,  sealed  up,  and  directed  to  the  Post- 
master of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  ressel 
shall  be  bound.  And  for  every  letter  at  packet  so 
received  there  shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  its  re* 
ception,  a  postage  of  one  cent;  and  the  Postmas- 
ter General  may  make  arrangements  with  the 
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'ostmasten  in  anj  foreiga  oonntry  for  the  reoi- 
rocal  receipt  and  delivery  of  letters  aod  packets 
liroiigh  the  Post  Offices. 

Sea  27.  And  he  it  further  enaeled.  That  the 
)epat7  Postmasters,  and  the  persons  employed  io 
iie  transportation  of  the  mail,  shall  be  exempt 
rom  militia  duties,  or  any  fine  or  penalty  for  ne- 
lect  thereof. 

Sec.  28.  And  he  itfuHher  enacted,  lliat  all  the 
(irplos  revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office  which 
tiail  have  accrued  previous  to  the  first  day  of  June 
ext,  not  heretofore  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same 
I  hereby,  apnropriatea  towards  defraying  any  de- 
iciency  which  may  arise  in  the  revenue  of  the  said 
)e[>artraent  for  the  year  next  ensuing. 

Sec.  29.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
laased  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  entitled  ''  An 
ct  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act 
ntitled  '  An  act  for  the  temporary  establishment 
f  the  Post  Office,*  "  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
ontinued  in  full  force  until  the  first  day  of  June 
lextv  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  80.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
hall  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two  vears,  from 
he  said  first  day  of  June  next,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  February  20, 1792. 


In  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  deoUriDj;  the 
officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

JBe  it  enacted,  ^e..  That,  except  in  case  of  an 
election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  prior  to  the  ordinary  period,  as 
hereinafter  specified,  Electors  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  State  for  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  within  thirty- 
Four  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
and  within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first 
Wednesday  in  December  in  every  fourth  year 
succeeding  the  last  election,  which  Electors  shall 
be  equal  to  the  number  of  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, to  which  the  several  States  ma^  by 
law  be  entitled  at  the  time,  when  the  President 
and  Vice  President,  thus  to  be  chosen,  should  come 
into  office :  Provided,  alwaye,  That  where  no  ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  shall  have  been 
made  after  any  enumeration,  at  the  time  of  choos- 
ing Electors,  then  the  number  of  Electors  shall  be 
according  to  the  existing  apportionment  of  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  furiher  enacted.  That  the 
Electors  shall  meet  and  give  their  votes  on  the  said 
first  Wednesday  in  December,  at  such  place  in  each 
State  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Legislature  there- 
of;  and  the  Electors  in  each  State  shall  make  and 
sign  three  certificates  of  all  the  votes  by  them 
given,  and  shall  seal  up  the  same,  certifying  on 
each  that  a  list  of  the  votes  of  such  State  for 
President  and  Vice  President  is  contained  therein, 
and  shall  by  writing  under  their  hands,  or  under 
the  hands  of  a  majority  of  them,  appoint  a  per- 
son to  take  charge  of  and  deliver  to  the  Presiaent 


of  the  Senate,  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  before 
the  first  Wednesday  in  January  then  next  ensu- 
ing, one  of  the  said  certificates  i  and  the  said  Elect- 
ors shall  forthwith  forward,  by  the  Post  Office,  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, one  other  of  the  said  certificates ;  and  shall 
forthwith  cause  the  other  of  the  said  certificates 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Judoe  of  that  District  in 
which  the  said  Electors  shall  assemble. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  itfitrther  enacted.  That  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority  of  each  State  shall  cause  three 
lists  of  the  names  of  the  Electors  of  such  State  to  be 
made  and  certified  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  Elect- 
ors on  or  before  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  De- 
cember ;  and  the  said  Electors  shall  annex  one  of 
the  said  lists  to  each  of  the  lists  of  their  votes. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  itfiaiher  enacted.  That  if  a  list 
of  votes  from  any  State  shall  not  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  Seat  of  Government  on  the  said  first 
Wednesday  in  January,  that  then  the  Secretary  of 
State  shall  send  a  special  messenger  to  the  District 
Judge  in  whose  custody  such  list  shall  have  been 
lod^d,  who  shall  fortnwith  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Seat  of  Government. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  Congress 
shall  be  in  session  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety - 
three,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February 
succeeding  every  meeting  of  the  Electors,  and  the 
said  certificates,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  have 
been  received,  shall  then  be  opened,  the  votes 
counted,  and  the  persons  who  shall  fill  the  offices 
of  President  and  vice  President  ascertained  and 
declared,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate  at  the 
Seat  of  Government  on  the  arrival  of  the  persons 
intrusted  with  the  lists  of  the  votes  of  the  Elect- 
ors, then  such  persons  shall  deliver  the  lists  of 
votes  in  their  custody  into  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  be  safely  kept,  and  delivered  over 
as  soon  as  may  be  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  Electors  to  deliver  the  lists 
of  votes  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  shall  be 
allowed,  on  the  delivery  of  the  said  lists,  twenty- 
five  cents  for  every  mile  of  the  estimated  dis- 
tance, by  the  most  usual  road,  from  the  place  of 
meeting  of  the  Electors  to  the  Seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
person  appointed  to  deliver  the  votes  of  the  Elect- 
ors to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  shall,  after  ac- 
cepting of  his  appointment,  nefflect  to  perform  the 
services  required  of  him  by  this  act,  he  shall  for- 
feit the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case 
of  removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability  both  of 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore, 
and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  President  of  the 
Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as)  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  until  the  disability  be 
removed  or  a  President  shall  be  elected. 
^Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  when- 
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ever  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  President 
shall  both  become  vacant,  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  forthwith  oause  a  noti6cation  thereof  to  be 
made  to  the  Executive  of  every  State,  and  shall 
also  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  at  least  one 
of  the  neVspapers  printed  in  each  State,  specifying 
that  Electors  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  appointed  or  chosen  in  the  several  States 
^within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  December  then  next  ensuing:  Provided, 
There  shall  be  the  space  of  two  months  between 
the  date  of  such  notification  and  the  said  first 
Wednesday  in  December;  but  if  there  shall  not 
be  the  space  of  two  months  between  the  date  of 
such  notification  and  the  first  Wednesday  in  De- 
cember, and  if  the  term  for  which  the  President 
and  Vice  President  last  in  office  were  elected  shall 
not  expire  on  the  third  day  of  March  next  ensu- 
ing,  then  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  specify  in 
the  notification  that  the  Electors  shall  be  appoint- 
ed or  chosen  within  thirty-four  days  preceding 
the  first  Wednesday  in  December  in  the  year  next 
ensuing,  within  which  time  the  Electors  shall  ac- 
cordingly be  appointed  or  chosen  ;  and  the  Elect- 
ors shall  meet  and  give  their  votes  on  the  said 
first  Wednesday  in  December,  and  the  proceed- 
ings and  duties  of  i^the  said  Electors  and  others 
shall  be  pursuant  to  the  directions  prescribed  in 
this  act. 

Sec.  II.  Andheii/urtker  enacted,  That  the  only 
evidence  of  a  refusal  to  accept,  or  of  a  resignation 
of  the  office  of  President  or  Vice  President  shall  be 
an  instrument  in  writing  declaring  the  same,  and 
subscribed  by  the  person  refusing  to  accept,  or  re* 
signing,  as  tne  case  may  be,  and  delivered  into  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
term  of  four  years,  for  which  a  President  and  Vice 
President  shall  be  elected,  shall,  in  all  cases,  com- 
mence on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  succeeding 
the  day  on  which  the  votes  of  the  Electors  shall 
have  been  given. 

Approved,  March  1,  1792. 


An  Act  for  making  farther  and  more  effectual  provi- 
sion for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  battalion  of  artil- 
lery now  in  service  be  completed  according  to  the 
establishment,  and  that  the  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry now  in  service  be  completed  to  the  number 
of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, privates,  and  musicians,  each. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  raised  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years, 
three  additional  regiments,  each  of  which,  exclu- 
sively of  the  commissioned  officers,  shall  consist  of 
nine  hundred  and  sixty  nou-commissioned  officers, 
privates,  and  musicians ;  and  that  one  of  the  said 
regiments  be  organized  in  the  following  manner : 
that  is  to  say — two  battalions  of  infantry,  each  of 
which,  exclusively  of  the  commissioned  officers, 
shall  consist  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  musicians; 
and  one  squadron  of  light  dragoons,  which,  ex- 


dnsively  of  the  commissioned  cheers,  AmXH  cob- 
sist  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  Don-eommti- 
sioned  officers,  privates,  and  nmsiciaDS ;  and  that 
it  shall  be  a  condition  in  the  enHatment  of  the 
said  dragoons,  to  serve  as  dismounted  dragoons, 
whenever  they  shall  be  ordered  thereto :  That  the 
organization  of  the  said  squadron  of  Hglit  dra- 
goons shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  One  nuMor,  one 
adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  one  surgeon  s  nate, 
and  four  troops,  each  of  which  shall  cxxisist  of  one 
captain,  one  neutenant,  one  comet,  foor  aeigeaDts 
four  oorporals,  one  farrier,  one  saddler,  one  troo- 
peter,  and  sixty-nine  dragoons ;  and  the  PresidEst 
may  arm  the  said  troops  as  he  shall  think  pro- 
per. Provided  akoaye,  and  he  it  further  enmetedj 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Preadeat  of  the 
United  States  to  organize  the  said  five  regiments 
of  infantry  and  the  said  corps  of  horse  and  artil- 
lery as  he  shall  judge  expeoient,  diminishing  the 
number  of  corps,  or  taking  from  one  corps  asd 
adding  to  another,  as  shall  appear  to  him  proper ; 
so  that  the  whole  number  of  officers  and  men  tihsll 
not  exceed  the  limits  above  prescribed :  J^nwided, 
That  the  said  three  regiments  shall  be  disefaarged 
as  soon  as  the  United  States  shall  be  at  peace  with 
the  Indian  tribes. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  musicians  of 
the  said  three  regiments  shall  be  enlisted  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  unless  previously  discharged. 

Sec.  4.  Ana  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  ererr 
recruit,  who  shall  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this  met, 
shall  receive  eight  dollars  bounty,  and  that  the 
same  shall  be  made  up  to  the'  non-oommissioiied 
officers,  privates,  and  musicians  now  in  service, 
who  have  enlisted  for  three  years,  since  the  past- 
ing of  the  act  entitled  *'  An  act  for  r^nlating  the 
muitary  establishment  of  the  United  States.** 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  com- 
missiohed  officers,  who  shall  be  employed  to  re- 
cruit for  the  military  establishment,  shsll  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  for  every  recruit,  duly  enlisted  and 
mustered,  two  dollars.. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
monthly  pay  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non- 
commissioned  officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  on 
the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  three  regiments  authorized  by  this  set, 
shall  be,  in  future,  as  follows,  free  of  all  dedse- 
tions,  to  wit : 

General  Staff — ^A  major  geneml,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  dollars;  a  brigadier  generd, 
one  hundred  and  four  dollars ;  quartermaster,  one 
hundred  dollars ;  adjutant,  to  ao  also  the  duty  of 
inspector,  seventy-five  dollars ;  chaplain,  fifty  dol- 
lars; surgeon,  seventy  dollars;  deputy  quarter- 
master, fifty  dollars ;  aid-de-camp,  in  addition  to 
his  pay  in  the  line,  twenty-fonr  dollars ;  brigade 
major,  to  act  also  as  deputy  inspector,  in  addition 
to  Lis  pay  in  the  line,  twenty-four  dollars ;  princi- 
pal artificer,  forty  dollars;  second  artificer,  twenty- 
six  dollars. 

Hegimbntal — Lieutenant  colonel  commandant, 
seventy-five  dollars;  major  commandant  of  artil- 
lery and  major  of  dragoons,  fifty-fi\'e  dollars ;  pay- 
master, in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line,  ten  dol- 
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irs ;  quartennAster,  in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the 
ae,  eight  dollars;  adjutant,  in  addition  to  his  paj 
I  the  line,  ten  dollm ;  migors  of  infantry,  Qfty 
oUars ;  captains,  forty  dollars ;  lieutenants,  tvrenty- 
iz  dollars ;  ensigns  and  cornets,  twenty  dollars ; 
argeons,  forty-fire  dollars ;  mates,  thirty  dollars ; 
srgeant  major  and  quartermaster  sergeants,  seven 
oUars;  senior  musicians^  six  dollars;  corporals, 
ve  dollars ;  privates,  three  dollars ;  musicians,  four 
ollars;  artificers  allowed  to  the  infantry,  light 
ragoona,  and  artillery,  and  included  as  privates, 
ight  dollars ;  matrons  and  nurses  in  the  hospital, 
ight  dollars^ 

Ssa  7.  And  U  it/uriher  eiutetsd.  That  the  ra- 
ions,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof^  for  the  commis- 
ioned,  non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  and 
ausicians,  of  the  additional  troops  herein  men- 
ioned,  shall  be  the  same  as  described  in  the  afore- 
aid  act,  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  regulating  the  mili- 
ary establishment  of  the  United  States,"  and  in  the 
ict  passed  in  the  third  session  of  the  first  Congress, 
mtitled  ''  An  act  for  raising  and  adding  another 
'e2;iment  to  the  military  establishment  of  the 
Jotted  States,  and  for  making  further  provision  for 
Lhe  protection  of  the  frontiers.*' 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fo- 
rage  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  additional 
regiments  authorized  by  this  act,  be  the  same  as 
described  by  the  acts  before  mentioned. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  allow- 
ance of  clothing  for  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  infantry  of  the  said  three  regiments, 
shall  be  the  same  as  is  by  law  established :  that 
suitable  clothing  be  provided  for  the  cavalry,  and 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  conform- 
ed as  near  as  may  be  to  the  value  of  the  clothing 
allowed  to  the  infantry  and  artillery. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  pri- 
vates, and  musicians,  of  the  said  three  regiments, 
shall  take  the  same  oaths,  shall  be  governed  by 
the  same  rules  and  regulations,  and,  in  cases  of  dis- 
abilities, shall  receive  the  same  compensations,  as 
are  described  in  the  before  mentioned  act,  entitled 
^  An  act  for  regulating  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States." 

Ssa  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  to 
forbear  to  raise,  or  to  discharge  after  they  fihall  be 
raised,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  three  addi- 
tional regiments,  in  case  events  shall,  in  his  judg- 
ment, render  his  so  doing  consistent  with  the  public 
safety. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  bo,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  from 
time  to  time,  to  call  into  service,  and  for  such  pe- 
riods as  he  may  deem  requisite,  such  number  of 
cavalry  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers :  Provided,  That  non- 
commissioned officers  shall  not  be  allowed  more 
than  one  doUar  per  day,  nor  the  privates  more  than 
seventy.five  cents  per  day;  each  person  finding 
his  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  at  his  own 
Tisk ;  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day  in  lieu  of  ra- 
tions and  forage,  provided  he  furnish  himself 
therewith. 
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Ssa  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  alone  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  appoint,  for  the  cavalry  so  to  be  engaged,  the 
proper  commissioned  officers,  who  shall  not  exceed, 
m  number  and  rank,  the  proportions  assigned  to 
the  said  three  regiments,  and  whose  pay  and  other 
allowances  shall  not,  ezclusivehr  of  fifty  cents  per 
day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horses,  exceed  those 
of  officers  of  corresponding  rank  in  the  said  regi- 
ments. 

Ssa  14  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  i^uthorized,  in 
case'  he  shall  deem  the  measure  expedient,  to  em- 
ploy such  number  of  the  Indians,  and  for  such  com- 
pensations, as  he  may  think  proper :  Provided,  The 
said  compensations  do  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  March  6, 1792. 

An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  certain 
act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  continue  for  a 
longer  time  an  act  declaring  the  aasent  of  Congress 
to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Gteurgia, 
and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantatious^  so  far 
as  the  same  respects  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Piantationa. 

Be  it  enacted  tte.,  That  the  consent  of  Congress 
be,  and  is  hereby  granted  and  declared  to  the  ope- 
ration of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
Ian  d,  made  and  passed  at  a  session  begun  and  held 
at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November  last,  entitled  **  An  act  empowering  the 
wardens  of  the  port  of  Baltimore  to  levy  and  collect 
the  duty  therein  mentioned." 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
entitled  **  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Georgia, 
and  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations," 
shall  be  continued,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  in 
full  force,  so  fiir  as  the  same  respects  the  States  of 
Georgia,  and  Rhode  IsUnd  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions. 

Ssa  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  find  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  19,  1792. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
widows  and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitatiuns  here- 
tofore established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  in- 
valid pensions. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sc^  That  the  operation  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  late  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  November,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  the  twen- 
ty-third day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven,  so  far  as  they  have  barred,  or 
may  be  construed  to  bar,  the  claims  of  the  widow 
or  orphans  of  any  officer  of  the  late  Army,  to  the 
seven  years'  half-pay  of  such  officer,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  passing  this  act,  be  suspended  for  and 
during  the  term  of  two  years. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
commissioned    officer,   not    having  received    the 
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commutation  of  half-pay,  and  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war,  by  wounds  or  other  known  cause,  who  did 
not  desert  from  the  said  service,  shall  be  entitled 
to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
States  during  life  or  the  continuance  of  such  disa- 
bility, and  shall  also  be  allowed  such  further  sum 
for  the  arrears  of  pension,  from  the  time  of  such 
disability,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  the  annual  al- 
lowance, in  consequence  of  his  disability,  as  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  district  in  which  they,  re- 
spectively reside  may  think  just:  Promded^  That 
in  every  such  case  the  rules  and  regulations  fol- 
lowing shall  be  complied  with ;  that  is  to  say, 
first,  every  applicant  shall  attend  the  Court  in 
person,  except  where  it  shall  be  certified  by  two 
magistrates  that  he  is  unable  to  do  so,  and  shall 
produce  to  the  Circuit  Court  the  following  proofs, 
to  wit :  a  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  ship,  regiment,  corps,  or  company  in  which 
he  served,  setting  forth  his  disability,  and  that  he 
was  thus  disabled  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  or  the  affidavit  of  two  credible 
witnesses  to  same  effect ;  the  affidavits  of  three  re- 
putable freeholders  of  the  city,  town,  or  county  in 
which  he  resides,  ascertaining  of  their  own  know- 
ledge the  mode  of  life,  employment,  labor,  or  means 
of  support  of  such  applicant,  for  the  last  twelve 
months.  Secondly,  the  Circuit  Court,  upon  receipt 
of  the  proofs  aforesaid,  shall  forthwith  proceed  to 
examine  into  the  nature  of  the  wound,  or  other  cause 
of  disability  of  such  applicant,  and  having  ascer- 
tained the  deerce  thereof,  shall  certify  the  same, 
and  transmit  the  result  of  their  inquiry,  in  case  in 
their  opinion  the  applicant  should  be  put  on  the 
pension  list,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with 
their  opinion  in  writing,  what  proportion  of  the 
monthly  pay  of  such  applicant  will  be  equivalent 
to  the  degjree  of  disability  ascertained  in  manner 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  eruusted,  That  the  clerk 
of  the  District  Court,  in  each  district,  shall  publish 
this  act  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  shall  think  effectual  to  give  general  in- 
formation thereof  to  the  people  of  the  district,  and 
shall  give  like  information  of  the  times  and  places 
of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  such  district 
And  in  districts  wherein  a  Circuit  Court  is  not 
directed  by  law  to  be  holden,  the  Judge  of  the 
District  Court  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  author- 
ized to  exercise  all  the  powers  given  by  this  act  to 
the  respective  Circuit  Courts.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  respect- 
ively, during  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  to  remain  at  the  places  where  the 
said  Courts  shall  be  holden  five  days  at  least,  from 
the  time  of  opening  the  sessions  thereof,  that  per- 
sons disabled  as  aforesaid  may  have  full  opportu- 
nity to  make  their  application  for  the  relief  pro- 
posed by  this  act 

Sec.  4,  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  War,  upon  receipt  of  the  proofs, 
certificate,  and  opinion  aforesaid,  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  duly  filed  in  his  office,  and  place  the 
name  of  such  applicant  on  the  pension  list  of  the 


United  States,  in  conformity  thereto:  Prmid^ 
alwaySy  That,  in  any  case  where  the  said  Secre- 
tary shall  have  cause  to  suspect  impontioo  or 
mistake,  be  shall  have  power  to  withhoid  the 
name  of  such  applicant  from  the  pension  list,  uA 
make  report  of  the  Same  to  Congress  at  their  next 
session. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  iD  im- 
commissioned  officers,  soldiers^  and  seamen,  disi* 
bled  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Statea  ^* 
ing  the  late  war,  whose  disability  and  rate  of  aOov- 
ance  have  been  ascertained,  pursuant  to  the  n^ 
lations  prescribed  by  the  late  Congress,  and  bave 
not  applied  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  rotii 
after  the  time  limited  by  the  act  of  Congress  fee 
that  purpose  was  expired,  shall  now  be  pkced  oo 
the  pension  list,  and  be  entitled  to  demand  ud 
receive  their  respective  pensions,  according  to  the 
allowances  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  any  tiing  Id 
this  act,  or  any  act  of  the  late  Congress,  to  the  con- 
trary, notvrithstanding. 

Sic.  6.  And  he  it  f^thsr  enacted^  That,  iroa 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  sale,  tnnsl^, 
or  mortgage  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  pen- 
sion or  arrearages  of  pension,  payable  to  anj  noo* 
commissioned  officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  before 
the  same  shall  become  due,  shall  be  valid.  And 
every  person  claiming  such  pension  or  arrears  of 
pension,  or  any  part  thereof,  under  power  of  at- 
torney or  substitution,  shall,  before  the  same  is 
paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  Jostiee 
of  the  Peace  of  the  place  where  the  same  is  ptj- 
able,  that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  g^ea 
by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  pension,  or  ar- 
rears of  pension,  and  any  person  who  shall  sireir 
or  affirm  falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof 
convicted,  shall  suffer  as  for  wilful  and  cempt 
perjury. 

Approved,  March  28,  1792. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  eiaioa  •' 
persons  under  partiealar  cirenmstances,  barred  \fj 
the  limitations  heretofore  estabUsbed. 

Be  it  enacted  <^.,  That  the  operation  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  late  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  passed  on  the  second  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  the 
twenty-third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  bos- 
dred  and  eighty-seven,  so  far  as  they  have  birred, 
or  may  be  construed  to  bar,  the  claims  of  anj  ofi- 
cer,  soldier,  artificer,  sailor,  or  marine,  of  the  kte 
Array  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  personal 
services  rendered  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Hi- 
tary  or  Naval  Department,  shall,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  be  suspended  for  and  dtn^ 
ing  the  term  of  two  years.  And  that  every  soci 
officer,  soldier,  artificer,  sailor,  and  marine,  hariD? 
claims  for  services  rendered  to  the  United  States 
in  the  Military  or  Naval  Departments,  who  shall 
exhibit  the  same  for  liquidation  at  the  Treasoiy 
of  the  United  States,  at  any  time  daring  the  said 
term  of  two  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  adjo.**- 
ment  and  allowance  thereof  on  the  same  prinw- 
pies,  as  if  the  same  had  been  exhibited  within  the 
term  prescribed  by  the   aforesaid  resolutions  « 
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Congress :  jProvicM,  That  nothing  herein  shall  be 
onstrued  to  extend  to  elaima  for  rations  or  aubaia- 
5Dce  moaey. 

Sbc.  a.  And  he  it  fwrtker  enaetsd^  That  no  ba- 
mcea  hereafter  to  be  certified  aa  due  from  the 
Tnited  States,  ahall  be  registered  in  any  other 
ame  than  that  of  the  original  claimant,  or  of  his 
eirs,  executors,  or  administratora;  and  sach  ba- 
inces  shall  be  transferable  only  at  the  Treaanry, 
y  virtue  of  powers  actually  executed  after  such 
sgistry,  expressing  the  sum  to  be  transferred,  and 
1  pursuance  of  such  general  rules  as  have  been,  or 
ball  be  prescribed  for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  March  27,  179!». 

in  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows,  orphan^  inva- 
lids, and  other  persona. 

Be  it  enacted^  <j^..  That  the  Comptroller  of  the 
treasury  adjust  the  claims  of  the  widows  and  or- 
hans,  respectively,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the 
ite  Colonel  Owen  Roberts,  Captain  William 
Vliite,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernard  Elliott,  Major 
lamuel  Wise,  Major  Benjamin  Hnger,  Lieute- 
lant  John  Bush,  and  Major  Charles  Motte,  de- 
eased,  all  of  whom  were  killed  or  died  in  the  ser- 
ice  of  the  United  Statea,  for  the  aeren  years* 
alf-pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of 
he  twenty-fourth  daj  of  August,  one  thousand 
even  hundred  and  eighty;  and  that  the  Register 
•f  the  Treasury  do  issue  his  certificatea  aocord- 
Qgly. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Se- 
retary  of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  he 
ereby  is,  required  to  place  on  the  Invalid  List, 
7iQioihy  Mix,  disabled  in  the  late  war,  by  the  loss 
•f  his  right  hand,  while  in  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
d  States,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
ommence  on  the  fourth  dav  of  February,  one 
housand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three :  that  the 
aid  Secretary  place  on  the  Invalid  list,  Abel 
?urney,  mariner,  diaabled  while  in  the  service  of 
be  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per 
lonth,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
ne  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
rrears  of  the  said  pensions  be  paid  aa  the  laws  di- 
eet  in  similar  cases. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
/omptroller  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
equired  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Pannil, 

JLieulenant  Colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United 
itates,  as  a  deranged  officer  upon  the  principles  of 
lie  act  of  the  late  Congress  of  the  third  of  Octo- 
er,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
0  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  half* 
ny  for  life  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel ;  and  that  the 
legister  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  re- 
uired  to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  of  the 
alance  due  to  him  ;  that  the  Comptroller  adjust 
be  account  of  the  late  Brigadier  General  De  Haas, 
d milting  to  the  credit  of  the  said  account  such 
urns  as,  by  evidence,  shall  appear  to  have  been 
dvanced  for  the  public  service,  and  which  have 
een  charged  by  the  United  States  to  the  officers 
iTho  have  received  the  same  for  the  public  service; 


and  that  the  said  Register  do  grant  a  certificate  for 
the  balance  due  on  such  settlement ;  that  the  said 
Comptroller  adjust  the  account  of  Thomas  Melntire^ 
a  Captain  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war,  and  allow  him  the  usual  commutation 
of  the  half.pay  for  life  of  a  Captain,  and  that  the 
said  Register  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount 
thereof  accordingly. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enatted^  That  tbe 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  isf 
required  to  adgnst  the  account  of  Francis  Snaor 
Debevere,  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  tlie  late  war,  and  who  re- 
mained in  captivity  to  the  end  thereof,  and  thai 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
quired to  grant  a  certificate  for  the  amount  which 
shall  be  found  due  for  the  services  of  the  said 
Francis  Suzor  Debevere;  that  the  said  Comp» 
troller  adjust  the  account  of  Robert  King,  as  a 
Lieutenant,  deranged  upon  the  principles  of  the 
act  of  the  late  Congress,  passed  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  nundred 
and  seventy-eight,  and  that  the  aaid  Register  grant 
a  certificate  accordindy;  that  the  Comptroller  ad- 
just  the  account  of  Lemuel  Sherman,  as  a  sailing- 
master  of  a  galley  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  as  such 
taken  prisoner ;  and  that  the  said  Register  grant  a 
certificate  accordingly. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  be 
granted  to  Nicholas  Ferdinand  Westfall,  who  left 
the  British  service,  and  joined  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war,  one  hundred 
acres  of  unappropriated  land  in  the  Western  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  free  of  all  charges,  and 
also  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars, 
out  of  any  money  appropriated  to  the  contingent 
charges  oi  Government 

Approved,  March  27,  1793. 

An  Act  Biipplemental  to  the  Act  for  making  farther  and 
more  eflnctual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  froO' 
tiers  of  the  United  SUtea. 

Be  it  enacted,  S:.,  That  it  sball  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United- States,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  such 
number  of  Brigadier  Generals  as  may  be  conducive 
to  the  good  of  the  public  service :  Provided,  The 
whole  number  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  shall 
not  exceed  four. 

Approved,  March  28,  1792. 

An  Act  for  finishing  the  Li^ht-house  on  Bald  Head,  at 
the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  nver,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  Aj.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  be  authorized,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  cause  to  be  finished,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  appear  advisable,  the  lighUhouse  hereto- 
fore begun  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  on  Bald  Head,  at  the  mouth  of 
Cape  Fear  river,  in  the  said  State;  and  that  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars,  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  same,  out  of  any  moneys  here- 
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tofore  appropriated,  which  may  remain  unexpended, 
after  satisfying  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
appropriated,  or  out  of  any  other  moneys  which 
may  be  in  the  Treasury,  not  subject  to  any  prior 
appropriation. 
Approved,  April  2, 1793. 


An  Act  ettabliflhinff  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  Coins  of 

the  United  States. 

B€  it  enacted,  de,.  That  a  Mint,  for  the  purpose 
of  national  coinage,  be,  and  the  same  is  established, 
to  be  situate  and  carried  on  at  the  Seat  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  being; 
and  that  for  the  well  conducting  of  the  business  of 
the  said  Mint,  there  shall  be  the  following  officers 
and  persons,  namely:  a  Director,  an  Assayer,  a 
Chief  Coiner,  an  Engraver,  a  Treasurer. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  shall  employ  as  many  clerks, 
workmen,  and  servants,  as  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  find  necessary,  subject  to  the  approbation  of 
the  Preiddent  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  re- 
spective functions  and  duties  of  the  officers  above 
mentioned  shall  be  as  follows:  The  Director  of  the 
Mint  shall  have  the  chief  management  of  the  busi- 
ness thereof,  and  shall  superintend  all  other  offi- 
cers and  persons  who  shall  be  employed  therein. 
The  Assayer  shall  receive  and  give  receipts  for  all 
metals  which  may  lawfully  be  brought  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined ;  shall  assay  all  such  of  them  as 
may  require  it,  and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  Chief 
Coiner,  to  be  coined.  The  Chief  Coiner  shall 
cause  to  be  coined  all  metals  which  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  him  for  that  purpose,  according  to  such 
regulatfbns  as  shall  be  prescrihed  bv  this  or  any 
future  law.  The  Engraver  shall  sinK  and  prepare 
the  necessary  dies  for  such  coinage,  with  the  proper 
devices  and  inscriptions ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  functions  and  duties  of  Chief  Coiner  and  En- 
graver to  be,  performed  by  one  person.  The  Trea- 
surer shall  receive  from  the  Chief  Coiner  all  the 
coins  which  shall  have  been  struck,  and  shall  pay  or 
deliver  them  to  the  persons  respectively  to  whom 
the  same  ought  to  be  paid  or  delivered;  he  shall, 
moreover,  receive  and  safely  keep  all  moneys  which 
•hall  be  for  the  use,  maintenance,  and  support  of 
the  Mint,  and  shall  disburse  the  same  upon  war- 
rants signed  by  the  Director. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
officer  and  clerk  of  the  said  Mint  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation,  before  some  Judge  of  the  United 
States,  faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform  the 
duties  thereof. 

Se&  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
Assayer,  Chief  Coiner,  and  Treasurer,  previously 
to  entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  shall  each  become  bound  to  the  united 
States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to 
tlie  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  condition 
for  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 


shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  as  compensations  for 
their  respective  services:  To  the  said  Director,  a 
yearly  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars;  to  the  mid 
Assayer,  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  five  hue- 
dred  dollars;  to. the  said  Chief  Coiner,  a  yeiu-ij 
salary  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the 
said  Engraver,  a  yearly  salaiy  of  one  thoosand  tvo 
hundred  dollars;  to  the  said  Treasurer,  a  jeiriy 
salary  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  dolbn;  to 
each  clerk  who  may  be  employed,  a  yearly  saJaij 
not  exceeding  five  hundrea  dollars;  and  to  the 
several  subordinate  workmen  and  servants,  sseh 
wages  and  allowances  as  are  customary  and  rea- 
sonable, according  to  their  respective  Btations  isd 
occupations. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ac- 
counts of  the  officers  and  persons  employed  ia  tsA 
about  the  said  Mint,  and  for  aervicea  performed 
in  relation  thereto,  and  all  other  accounts  cooccrs- 
ing  the  business  and  administration  thereof,  shall 
be  adjusted  and  settled  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States ;  and  a  quarter-ye&Hj 
account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  tbie 
said  Mint,  shall  be  rendered  at  the  said  Treasury 
for  settlement,  according  to  such  forms  and  regoU- 
tions  as  shall  have  been  prescribed  by  that  Depart- 
ment ;  and  that  once  in  each  year  a  report  of  the 
transactions  of  the  said  Mint,  accompanied  by  an 
abstract  of  the  settlements  which  shall  have  been 
from  time  to  time  made,  duly  certified  by  tbe 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  laid  before 
Congress  for  their  information. 

Sec.  B,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  addi. 
tion  to  the  authority  vested  iu  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  sessios, 
touching  the  engaging  of  artists  and  tbe  procur- 
ing of  apparatus  for  the  said  Mint,  the  Pressident 
be  authorized,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  caase 
to  be  provided  and  put  in  proper  condition  such 
buildings,  and  in  such  manner,  as  shall  appear  to 
him  requisite  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
business  of  the  said  Mint:  and  tliat  as  well  the 
expenses  which  shall  have  been  incurred  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution,  as  those  whitUi  may  be  ui- 
curred  in  providing  and  preparing  the  aaid  build- 
ings, ond  all  other  expenses  which  may  hereafler 
accrue  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  ths 
said  Mint,  and  in  carrying  on  the  businesa  thereoC 
over  and  above  the  sums  which  may  be  received  by 
reason  of  the  rate  per  centum  for  coinage  hereiiK 
after  mentioned,  shall  be  defrayed  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  out  of  any  mooers 
which  from  time  to  time  shall  be  therein,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  struck  and  co  ned,  at 
the  said  Mint,  coins  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper,  of 
the  iollowinff  denominations,  values,  and  descrip- 
tions, viz:  Eagles,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  tea 
dollars  or  units,  and  to  contain  two  hundred  aod 
forty-seven  grains  and  four  eighths  of  a  graia  of 
pure,  or  two  hundred  and  seventy  grains  of  stand- 
ard gold;  Half  Eagles,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of 
five  dollars,  and  to  contain  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  grains  and  six  eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  (^r 
one   hundred  and   thirty-five  grains   of    standori 
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^Id ;  Quarter  Eagles,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  two 
ioUars  and  a  half  dollar,  and  to  contain  sixty-one 
prains  and  seven  eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or 
iixtj-seven  grains  and  four  eighths  of  a  grain  of 
itandard  gold ;  Dollars  or  Units,  each  to  be  of  the 
ralue  of  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  as  the  same  is 
low  current,  and  to  contain  three  hundred  and 
eventy-one  grains  and  four  sixteenth  parts  of  a 
;rain  of  pure,  or  four  hundred  and  sixteen  grains 
f  standard  silver;  Half  Dollars,  each  to  be  of  half 
he  value  of  the  dollar  or  unit,  and  to  contain  one 
lundred  and  eighty-five  grains  and  ten  sixteenth 
arts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two  hundred  and  eight 
rains  of  standard  silver;  Quarter  Dollars,  each 
3  be  of  one  fourth  the  value  of  the  dollar  or  unit, 
nd  to  contain  ninety-two  grains  and  thirteen  six- 
eenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  one  hundred  and 
3ur  grains  of  standard  silver ;  Dimes,  each  to  be 
f  the  value  of  one  tenth  of  a  dollar  or  unit,  and 
o  contain  thirty-seven  grains  and  two  sixteenth 
»arts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  forty-one  grains  and 
hree  fifth  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard  silver ;  Hiilf 
!)inves,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one  twentieth 
if  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eighteen  grains  and 
line  sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  twenty 
;rains  and  four  fifth  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard 
ilver ;  Cents,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  the  one 
tundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eleven 
pennyweights  of  copper;  Half  Gents,  each  to  be 
)f  the  value  of  half  a  cent,  and  to  contain  five  pen- 
nyweights and  half  a  penny  weight  .of  copper. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enaeted,  That  upon 
he  said  coins  respectively  there  shall  be  the  fol- 
owing  devices  and  lep;enda,  namely:   Upon  one 
iide  of  each  of  the  said  coins  there  shall  be  an  im- 
)ressi()n  emblem^tlft  nf  T.ihArfjr  ^ith  an  inscnp-' 
ion  ot  the  word  Liberty,  and  the  year  of  the  coin* 
ige ;  and  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and 
diver  coins  there  shall  be  the  figure  or  represcn- 
ation  of  an  eagle,  with  this  inscription,  **  United 
>tates  of  America;"  and  upon  the  reverse  of  eachj 
»f  the  copper  coins,  there  shall  be  an  inscription  1 
vhich  shall  express  the  denomination  of  the  piece,  i 
lamcly,  cent  or  half  cent,  as  the  case  may  re- 
[uirc. 

Skc.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
proportional  value  of  gold  to  silver,  in  all  coins 
rhich  shall  by  law  be  current  as  money  within 
he  United  States,  shall  be  as  fifteen  to  one,  ac- 
tording  to  quantity  in  weight,  of  pure  gold  or  pure 
ilver ;  that  is  to  say,  every  fifteen  pounds  weight 
»f  pure  silver  shall  be  of  equal  value  in  all  pay- 
oents  with  one  pound  weight  of  pure  gold,  and 
o  in  proportion  as  to  any  greater  or  less  quantities 
»f  the  respective  metals. 

Sec  12.  And  be  it  furiKer  enacted.  That  the 
tandard  for  all  gold  coins  of  the  United  States, 
hall  be  eleven  parts  fine,  to  one  part  alloy ;  and, 
Lccordingly,  that  eleven  parts  in  twelve  of  the  en- 
ire  weight  of  each  of  the  said  coins  shall  consist 
»f  pure  gold,  and  the  remaining  one  twelfth  part 
}f  alloy;  and  the  said  alloy  shall  be  composed  of 
liver  and  copper,  in  such  proportions,  not  exceed- 
ng  one  half  silver,  as  shall  be  found  convenient, 
■,-y  be  regulated  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  the 
Ime  being,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 


of  the  United  States,  until  further  provision  shall 
be  made  by  law.  And  to  the  end  that  the  necessary 
information  may  be  had  in  order  to  the  making  of 
such  fhrther  provision,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  at  the  expiration  of  a  year 
after  commencing  the  operations  of  the  said  Mint, 
to  report  to  Congress  the  practice  thereof  during 
the  said  year,  touching  the  composition  of  the 
alloy  of  the  said  gold  coins,  the  reasons  for  such 
practice,  and  the  experiments  and  observations 
which  shall  have  been  made  concerning  the  effects 
of  different  proportions  of  silver  and  copper  in  the 
said  alloy. 

Sbc.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
standard  for  all  silver  coins  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  parts  fine,  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
parts  alloy;  and  accordingly,  that  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  in  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  sixty-four  parts  of  the  entire 
weight  of  each. of  the  said  coins,  shall  consist  of 
pure  silver,  and  the  remaining  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  parts  of  alloy,  which  alloy  shall  be 
wholly  of  copper. 

Sbc.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  bring  to  the 
said  Mint  gold  and  silver  bullion,  in  order  to  their 
being  coined;  and  that  the  bullion  so  brought 
shall  be  there  assayed  and  coined  as  speedily  as 
may  be  after  the  receipt  thereof,  and  that  free  of 
expense  to  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the 
same  shall  have  been  brought  And  as  soon  as  the 
said  bullion  shall  have  been  coined,  the  person  or 
persons  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  deliv- 
ered shall,  upon  demand,  receive  in  lieu  thereof 
coins  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  which  shall 
have  been  so  delivered,  weight  for  weight  of  the 
pure  gold  or  pure  silver  therein  contained :  Pro- 
eided,  neoertheleee,  That  it  shall  be  at  the  mutual 
option  of  the  party  or  parties  bringing  such  bullion, 
and  of  the  Director  of  the  said  Mint,  to  make  an 
immediate  exchange  of  coins  for  standard  bullion, 
with  a  deduction  of  one  half  per  cent  from  the 
weight  of  the  pure  gold  or  pure  silver  contained 
in  the  said  bullion,  as  an  indemnification  to  the 
Mint  for  the  time  which  will  necessarily  be  re- 
quired for  coining  the  said  bullion,  and  for  the  ad- 
vance which  shall  have  been  so  made  in  coins. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  furnish  the  said  Mint  from  time  to 
time,  whenever  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will 
admit  thereof,  with  such  sums  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  effecting  the  said  exchanges,  to  be  replaced 
as  speedily  as  may  be,  out  of  the  coins  which  shall 
have  been  made  of  the  bullion  for  which  the  mo- 
neys so  furnished  shall  have  been  exchanged ;  and 
the  said  deduction  of  one  half  per  cent  shall  con- 
stitute a  fund  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  said  Mint 

Sbc.  15.  And  be  it  fkirther  enacted,  That  the 
bullion  which  shall  be  brought  as  aforesaid  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined,  shall  be  coined,  and  the  equiva- 
lent thereof  in  coins  rendered,  if  dem  tnded,  in  the 
order  in  which  the  said  bullion  shall  have  been 
brought  or  delivered,  giving  priority  according  to 
priority  of  delivery  only,  and  without  preference 
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io  any  person  or  persqns ;  and  if  anj  preference 
shall  be  given,  contrary  to  the  direction  aforesaid, 
the  ofBcer  by  whom  such  undue  preference  shall 
be  given  shall  in  each  case  forfeit  and  pay  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit 
And  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  known  if  such  pre- 
ference shall  at  any  time  be  given,  the  Assayer  or 
officer  to  whom  the  said  bullion  shall  be  delivered 
to  be  coined^  shall  give  to  the  person  or  persons 
bringing  the  same,  a  memorandum  in  wriUng, 
under  his  hand,  denoting  the  weight,  fineness,  and 
value  thereof  together  with  the  day  and  order  of 
its  delivery  into  the  Mint 

Sia  16.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd^  That  all  the 
gold  and  silver  coins  which  shall  have  been  struck 
at,  and  issued  from  the  said  Mint,  shall  be  a  lawful 
tender  in  all  payments  whatsoever ;  those  of  full 
weight  according  to  the  respective  values  herein 
before  declared,  and  those  of  less  than  full  weight 
at  values  proportional  to  their  respective  weights. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  respective  officers  of  the  said 
Mint,  carefully  and  faithfully  to  use  their  heat  en« 
deavors  that  all  the  gold  and  silver  coins  which 
shall  be  struck  at  the  said  Mint  shall  be,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  conformable  to  the  several  standards 
and  weights  aforesaid,  and  that  the  copper  whereof 
the  cents  and  half  cents  aforesaid  may  be  com- 
posed,  shall  be  of  good  quality. 

Ssa  18.  And  the  better  to  secure  a  due  conform- 
ity of  the  said  gold  and  silver  coins  to  their  re- 
spective standards,  Be  it  further  enacted^  That 
from  every  separate  mass  of  standard  gold  or  sil- 
ver, which  shall  be  made  into  coins  at  the  said 
Mint,  there  shall  be  taken,  set  apart  by  the  Trea- 
surer, and  reserved  in  his  custody,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  pieces,  not  less  than  three ;  and  that  once 
in  eyerj  year  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  reserved 
shall  be  assayed,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  State,  and  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  (who  are  hereby  required  to 
attend  for  that  purpose  at  the  said  Mint  on  the 
last  Monday  in  July  in  each  year,)  or  under  the 
inspection  of  an^  three  of  them,  in  such  manner  as 
they  or  a  maiority  of  them  shall  direct,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  Director,  Assayer,  and  Chief  Coiner 
of  the  said  Mint ;  and  if  it  shall  be  found  that  the 
gold  and  silver  so  assayed  shall  not  be  inferior  to 
Qieir  respective  standards  herein  before  declared 
more  than  one  part  in  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
parts,  the  officer  or  officers  of  the  said  Mint  whom 
It  may  concern  shall  be  held  excusable,  but  if  any 
greater  inferiority  shall  appear,  it  shall  be  certified 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said 
officer  or  officers  shall  be  deemed  disqualified  to 
bold  their  respective  offices. 

Ssa  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any 
of  the  gold  or  silver  coins  which  shall  be  struck 
or  coined  at  the  said  Mint,  shall  be  debased  or 
made  worse,  as  to  the  proportion  of  fine  gold  or 
fine  silver  therein  contained,  or  shall  be  of  less 
weight  or  value  than  the  same  ought  to  be,  pursu- 
ant to  the  directions  of  this  act  through  the  de- 
fault or  with  the  connivance  of  any  of  the  officers 


or  persons  who  shall  be  employed  at  the  and 
Mint,  for  the  purpose  of  profit  or  gain,  or  other- 
wise with  a  fraudulent  intent,  and  if  any  of  the 
said  officers  or  persons  shall  embcnde  any  of  the 
metals  which  shall  at  any  time  be  committed  to 
their  charge  for  the  purpose  of  beiDg  coioed,  or 
any  of  the  coins  which  shall  be  strucw:  or  coined 
at  the  said  Mint,  every  auch  officer  or  person  who 
shall  commit  any  or  either  of  the  said  oSeacei^ 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  soSer 
death. 

Ssa  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tbe 
money  of  account  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ex- 
pressed in  dollars  or  units,  dimes  or  teotha,  eeati 
or  hundredths,  and  mills  or  tboosaiidths ;  a  dins 
being  the  tenth  part  of  a  dollar,  a  cent  the  hto- 
dredth  part  of  a  dollar,  a  mill  the  thousandth  pari 
of  a  dollar;  and  that  all  accounts  in  the  pobiic 
offices,  and  all  proceedings  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  kept  and  bad  in  conform^ 
to  this  regulation. 

•Approved,  April  2, 1792. 


An  aet  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
and  support  of  Itgfat-hoosea^  beaeone,  booy%  wA 
public  pters. 

Be  it  enacted^  <l(e..  That  all  expenses  which 
shall  accrue  fh>m  the  first  day  of  July  next  i^- 
clnsively,  for  the  necessary  support,  maintenance, 
and  repairs  of  all  light-houses,  beacons,  booys,  the 
stakeage  of  channels  on  the  sea-eoast,  and  puUie 
piers,  shall  continue  to  be  defrayed  by  the  United 
Stat^  until  the  first  day'  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  notwith- 
standing such  light-houses,  beacons,  or  public  piers, 
with  the  lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belot^ng, 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall  not  in  the 
mean  time  be  ceded  to  or  vested  in  the  United 
States  by  the  State  or  States  respectively  in  which 
the  same  may  be,  and  that  the  said  time  be  further 
allowed  to  the  States  respectively  to  wakt  such 
cession. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  cause 
to  be  provided,  erected,  and  placed,  a  floating  bea- 
con, and  as  many  buoys  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  security  of  navigation,  at  and  near  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  Soutii 
Carolina ;  and  also,  to  have  affixed  three  floatia^ 
beacons  in  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake— one  at  the 
north  end  of  Willoughby's  Spit,  another  at  the 
tail  of  the  Horse  Shoe,  and  the  third  on  the  shotl- 
est  place  of  the  Middle  Ground. 

Approved,  April  12,  1T92. 


An  Act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  Mootaok  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Be  a  enacted^  ^.,  That,  as  soon  as  the  juri8di^ 
tion  of  such  land  on  Montauk  Poin^  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  deem  sufficient  and  most  proper  for  the  con- 
venience and  accommodation  of  a  light-house,  shsU 
have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States,  it  sball  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
vide, by  contracti  which  shall  be  approved  by  the 
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President  of  the  United  States,  for  building  a  light- 
louse  thereon,  and  for  furnishing  the  same  with 
ill  necessary  supplies,  and  also  to  agree  for  the 
Alaries  or  wages  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
nay  be  appointed  by  the  President  for  the  super- 
ntendence  and  care  of  the  same ;  and  the  Presi- 
lent  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  said  appoint- 
nents;  that  the  number  and  disposition  of  the 
ights  in  said  light-house  shall  be  such  as  may  tend 
o  distinguish  it  from  others,  and,  as  fiu*  as  is  prac- 
icable,  prevent  mistakes. 
Approved,  April  12,  1792. 

in  Act  for  aaoertaintng  the  bounds  of  a  tract  of  land 
porcbaaed  by  John  Gleves  Symmea 

Be  it  enacted^  Se,,  That  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  at 
he  request  of  John  GlcTes  Symmes,  or  his  agent 
»r  agents,  to  alter  the  contract  made  between 
he  late  Board  of  Treasury  and  the  said  John 
Aleves  Symmes  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  of 
me  million  of  acres,  in  such  manner  that  the  said 
ract  may  extend  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
if  iami  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  be 
>ounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south,  by  the 
jreat  Miami  on  the  west,  by  the  Little  Miami  on 
be  east,  and  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  north, 
extending  from  the  X}reat  Miami  to  the  Little 
iliami,  so  as  to  comprehend  the  proposed  quantity 
»f  one  million  of  acres :  Provided,  That  the  north- 
trn  limits  of  the  said  tract  shall  not  interfere  with 
;he  boundary-line  established  by  the  treaty  of  Fort 
3&rmar,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Ju- 
lian nations :  And  provided^  alio,  That  the  Pre- 
(ident  reserve  to  the  United  States  such  lands  at 
ind  near  Fort  Washington  as  he  may  think  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  a  garrison  at 
bat  fort 

Approved,  April  12, 1792. 

in  Act  for  fixing  the  compensatiooi  of  the  Doorkeepers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, s 

Be  it  enacted^  Ac,  That,  from  and  after  the  ter- 
ninalion  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
doorkeepers  of  tne  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  each  be  allowed  a  salary  of  five 
kundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  full  compensation 
or  their  services  in  the  said  offices ;  and  that  the 
Assistant  Doorkeeper  to  each  House  shall  be  sl- 
owed, in  full  compensation  for  all  his  services,  the 
lam  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ; 
ind  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Doorkeepers 
o  do  the  usual  services  pertaining  to  their  respect- 
ve  offices,  during  the  session  of  Congress,  and,  in 
he  recess,  under  the  direttion  of  the  Secretary  of 
be  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
ives,  to  take  care  of  the  apartments  occupied  by 
he  respective  Houses,  and  provide  fuel  and  other 
uscommodations  for  their  subsequent  session ;  and 
;he  said  compensation  shall  be  certified  and  paid 
n  like  xuanner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  other 
>fficer8  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
ives. 

Approved,  April  12, 1792. 


An  Act  for  altering  the  times  fbr  holding  the  Circnit 
Coarts,  in  certain  district*  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  Ac.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  shall  be  held 
as  follows,  to  wit :  In  the  district  of  North  Caro- 
lina, on  the  first  day  of  June  and  the  thirtieth  day 
of  November,  at  Newbem,  in  the  present  and  eacn 
succeeding  year ;  and  all  writs  and  recognizances 
returnable,  and  suits  and  other  proceedmgs  that 
were  continued  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  North  Carolina  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
June  next,  shall  now  be  returned  and  held  con- 
tinued to  the  same  Court  on  the  first  day  of  June 
next  In  the  district  of  Georgia,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  April,  at  Savannah,  and  on  the  eighth 
day  of  November,  at  Augusta,  in  the  present  and 
each  succeeding  year,  except  when  any  of  those 
days  shall  happen  on  Sunday,  in  which  case,  the 
Court  shall  be  held  on  the  Monday  following. 

Skc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Circuit  Courts  in  the  Eastern  Circuit 
shall,  in  the  present  and  every  succeeding  year, 
commence  at  the  times  following,  that  is  to  say : 
In  New  York  district  on  the  fifth  day  of  April 
and  the  fifth  day  of  September ;  in  Connecticut 
district,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April  and  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  September ;  in  Massachusetts 
district,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  and  the  twelfth 
day  of  October ;  in  New  Hampshire  district,  on 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May  and  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  October ;  and  in  Rhode  IsUnd  dis- 
trict, on  the  seventh  day  of  June  ^nd  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  except  when  any  of  those  days 
shall  happen  on  a  Sunday,  and  then  the  session 
shall  commence  on  the  next  day  following.  And 
the  sessions  of  the  Circuit  Court  shall  be  held  in 
the  district  of  Virginia,  at  the  city  of  Richmond 
only;  in  New  Hampshire  district  at  Portsmouth 
and  Exeter  alternately,  beginning  at  the  first ;  in 
Massachusetts  district,  at  Boston ;  in  Rhode  Island 
district,  at  Newport  and  Providence  alternately, 
beginning  at  the  first;  in  Connecticut  district,  at 
Hu^ord  and  New  Haven  alternately,  beginning  at 
the  last ;  and  in  New  York  district,  at  the  city  of 
New  York  only. 

Skc.  S.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  at  such 
session  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
or  as  soon  after  as  may  be,  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  attending  at  such  session  shall,  in 
writing,  subscribed  with  their  names,  T which  writ- 
ing shall  be  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  safely  kept  in  his  office,)  assign  to  the 
said  Judges,  respectively,  the  circuits  which  the^ 
are  to  attend  at  the  ensuing  sessions  of  the  Circuit 
Courts ;  which  assignment  shall  be  made  in  such 
manner  that  no  Judge,  unless  by  his  own  con- 
sent, shall  have  assigned  to  him  any  circuit  which 
be  has  already  attended,  until  the  same  has  been 
afterwards  attended  by  every  other  of  the  said 
Judges :  Provided,  always.  That  if  the  public  ser- 
vice or  the  convenience  of  the  Judges  shall  at  any 
time,  in  their  opinion,  require  a  different  arrange- 
ment, the  same  may  take  place,  with  the  consent 
of  any  four  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
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6kg.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
District  Court  for  the  district  of  Maine,  which,  hy 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial 
Coyrts  of  the  United  States,"  is  holden  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  June,  annually,  at  Portland,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  holden 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June,  annually,  anything 
in  the  act  aforesaid  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing ;  and  all  writs  and  recognizances  returnable, 
and  suits  and  other  proceedings  that  were  con- 
tinued to  the  District  Court  for  the  district  of  Maine 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  next,  shall  now  be 
returnable  and  held  continued  to  the  same  Court 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  next. 

Skc.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
stated  District  Courts  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina  shall,  in  future,  be  held  at  the  towns  of 
Newbern, 'Wilmington,  and  Edenton,  in  rotation, 
beginning  at  Newbem,  as  the  said  Court  now 
stands  adjourned. 

Approved,  April  13,  1792. 


An  Act  to  oompentate  the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Grammar  School  and  Academy  of  Wil- 
mington, in  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the  occupa- 
tion of,  and  damages  done  to,  the  said  school  durmg 
the  late  war. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.^  That,  as  an  indemnification  to 
the  Corporation  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Gram- 
mar School  and  Academy  of  Wilmington,  in  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  use  and  occupation  of 
the  said  school,  and  the  damages  don^  to  the  same 
by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war,  there  be  granted  to  the  said  Corporation  of 
Trustees  a  reasonable  compensation,  payable  out 
of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  which  compensation  shall  be 
ascertained  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Approved,  April  18,  1792. 


An  Act  for  apportiooiog  Representatives  among  the 
several  States  according  to  the  First  EnnmeraUon. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ae,,  That,  from  and  after  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety- three,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  composed  of  members  elected  agreeably  to  a 
ratio  of  one  member  for  every  thirty-three  thou- 
sand persons  in  each  State,  computed  according 
to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  that  is 
to  say :  Within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  four ; 
within  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  fourteen;  with- 
in the  State  of  Vermont,  two ;  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  two ;  within  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, seven ;  within  the  State  of  New  York, 
ten ;  within  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  five ;  within 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  thirteen;  within  the 
State  of  Delaware,  one ;  within  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, eight;  within  the  State  of  Virginia,  nine- 
teen ;  within  the  State  of  Kentucky,  two ;  within 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  ten ;  within  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  six ;  and  within  the  State  of 
Georgia,  two  membera 

Approved,  April  14,  1792. 


An  Act  Concerning  Consuls  aad  Vice  CodcoIb. 
For  carrying  into  full  effect  the  Convention  be- 
tween the  King  of  the  French  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  entered  into  tot  the  purpose 
of  defining  and  establishing  the  functions  and 
privileees  of  their  respective  Consalfl  and  Tlce 
Consuls — 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That  where,  in  the  serendi 
article  of  the  said  Convention,  it  is  agreed  that, 
when  there  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice  Consol  of 
the  King  of  the  French,  to  attend  to  the  saving  of 
the  wreck  of  any  French  vessels  stranded  on  the 
coasts  of  the  United  States,  or  that  the  residence 
of  the  said  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  not  bdag 
at  Uie  place  of  the  wreck)  shall  be  more  distant 
from  the  said  place  than  that  of  the  competent 
Judge  of  the  country,  the  latter  shall  immediatelj 
proceed  to  perform  the  office  therein  prescribed ; 
the  District  Judge  of  the  United  States  of  the 
district  in  which  the  wreck  shall  happen,  shall 
proceed  therein  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  aud 
article ;  and,  in  such  cases,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  officers  of  the  customs  within  whose  di&tricta 
such  wrecks  shall  happen,  to  give  notice  thereof, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  said  Judge,  and  to  aid 
and  assist  him  to  perform  the  duties  hereby  as- 
signed to  him.  The  District  Judges  of  the  United 
States  shall  also,  within  thfir  respective  districts, 
be  the  competent  judges  for  the  purposes  expresBr 
ed  in  the  ninth  artide  of  the  said  Conventioo; 
and  it  shall  be  incumbent  on  them  to  giive  aid  to 
the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  the  King  of  the 
French,  in  arresting  and  securing  deserters  from 
vessels  of  the  French  nation,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  said  article.  And  where,  by  any  arti- 
cle of  the  said  Convention,  the  Consols  and  Vice 
Consuls  of  the  King  of  the  French  are  entitled  to 
the  aid  of  the  competent  executive  ofiBcers  of  the 
country,  in  the  execution  of  any  precept,  the  Mar- 
shals of  the  United  States  and  their  deputies  shall, 
within  their  respective  districts,  be  the  compe- 
tent officers,  and  shall  give  their  aid  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  stipulations.  And  whenever  com- 
mitments to  the  jaift  of  the  country  shall  become 
necessary,  in  pursuance  of  any  stipulation  of  the 
said  Convention,  they  shall  be  to  such  jails  with- 
in the  respective  Districts  as  other  commitments 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  are,  by 
law  made. 

And  for  the.  direction  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases — 

Sbc.  2.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaii. 
That  they  shall  have  right,  in  the  ports  or  places  to 
which  they  are  or  may  be  severally  appointed,  of  re- 
ceiving the  protests  or  declarations  which  sodi  cap- 
tains, masters,  crews,  passengers,  and  merdiants 
as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  respect- 
ively choose  to  make  there ;  and  also  such  as  anj 
foreigner  may  choose  to  make  before  them  r^- 
tive  to  the  personal  interest  of  any  citiaens  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  copies  of  the  said  acti, 
duly  authenticated  by  the  said  Consuls  or  Viee 
Consuls,  under  the  seal  of  their  consulates,  re- 
spectively, shall  receive  faith  in  law  equally  as 
their  originals  would  in  all  Courts  in  the  United 
States.    It  shall  be  their  duty,  where  the  laws  of 
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ho  country  permit,  to  take  possession  of  tbe  per- 
ional  estate  left  bj  any  citizen  of  the  United 
Itates,  other  than  seamen  belonging  to  any  ship 
ff  vessel,  who  shall  die  within  their  Consulate, 
earing  there  no  legal  representative,  partner  in 
rade,  or  trustee  by  him  appointed  to  take  care  of 
lis  effects;  they  shall  inventory  the  same,  with 
he  assistance  of  two  merchants  of  the  United 
)tates,  or,  for  want  of  them,  of  any  others,  at  their 
hoice ;  shall  collect  the  debts  due  to  the  deceased 
Q  the  country  where  he  died,  and  pay  the  debts 
lae  from  his  estate  which  he  shall  have  there  con- 
racted ;  shall  sell  at  auction,  after  reasonable  pub- 
ic notice,  such  part  of  the  estate  as  shall  be  of  a  pe- 
ishable  nature,  and  such  further  part,  if  any,  as 
hall  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of  his  debts, 
md,  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  fh>m  his  decease, 
he  residue;  and  the  balance  of  the  estate  they 
iball  transmit  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
0  be  holden  in  trust  for  the  legal  claimants ;  but, 
f,  at  any  time  before  such  transmission,  the  legal 
vpresentative  of  the  deceased  shall  appear  and 
lemand  his  effects  in  their  hands,  they  shall  de- 
iTer  them  up,  being  paid  their  fees,  and  shall  cease 
heir  proceedings.  For  the  information  of  the  re- 
>resentative  of  the  deceased,  it  shall  be  tbe  duty 
)f  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  authorized  to  pro- 
^d,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  settlement  of  his  estate, 
mmediately  to  notify  his  death  in  one  of  the  ga- 
settcs  published  in  the  Consulate,  and  also  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  the  same  may  be  notified 
n  the  State  to  which  the  deceased  shall  belong ; 
md  he  shall  also,  as  soon  as  may  be,  transmit  to 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  an  inventory  of  the  effects 
)f  the  deceased,  taken  as  before  directed. 

Stc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
[Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  in  cases  where  ships 
3r  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  be  stranded 
>n  the  coasts  of  their  Consulates,  respectively,  shall, 
» far  as  the  laws  of  the  country  will  permit,  take 
[>roper  measures  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
the  said  ships  or  vessels,  their  cargoes,  and  appur- 
tenances, as  for  storing  and  securing  the  effects 
ind  merchandise  saved,  and  for  taking  an  inventory 
>r  inventories  thereof;  and  the  merchandise  and 
effects  savedf  with  the  inventory  or  inventories 
thereof;  taken  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  deducting 
therefrom  the  expense,  be  delivered  to  the  owner 
ar  owners:  Provided,  That  no  Consul  or  Vice 
Consul  shall  have  authority  to  take  possession  of 
uiy  such  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  other  pro- 
perty, when  the  master,  owner,  or  consignee  there- 
of is  present  or  capable  of  taking  possession  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  furiher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
md  may  be  lawful  for  every  Consul  and  Vice 
Consul  of  the  United  States  to  take  and  receive 
the  following  fees  of  office  for  the  services  which 
^^  shall  have  performed:  For  authenticating  un- 
der the  Consular  seal  every  protest,  declaration, 
deposition,  or  other  act,  which  such  captains,  mas- 
ters, mariners,  seamen,  passengers,  merchants^  or 
others,  as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  mav 
respectively  choose  to  make,  the  sum  of  two  doi- 
1^1^ ;  for  the  taking  into  possession,  inventorying, 
Belling,  and  finally  settling  and  paying,  or  transmit- 


ting as  aforesaid,  the  balance  due  on  the  personal 
estate  left  by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
shall  die  within  the  limits  of  his  Consulate,  five 
per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  such  estate ; 
for  taking  into  possession  and  otherwise  proceed- 
ing on  any  such  estate  which  shall  be  delivered 
over  to  the  legal  representative  before  a  final  set* 
tlement  of  the  same,  as  is  hereinbefore  directed, 
two-and-a-half  per  centum  on  such  part  delivered 
over  as  shall  not  be  in  money,  and  five  per  centum 
on  the  gross  amount  of  the  residue.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of 
the  United  States  to  give  receipts  for  all  fees 
which  they  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  this  act,  ex- 
pressing the  particular  services  for  which  they  are 
paid. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  case 
it  be  found  necessary  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  that  a  Consul  or  Consuls  be  appointed  to 
reside  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  the  President  ba 
authorized  to  allow  an  annual  salary,  not  exceed* 
ing  two  thousand  dollars  to  each  person  so  to  be 
appointed :  Presided,  That  such  salary  be  not  al- 
lowed to  more  than  one  Consul  for  any  one  of  the 
States  on  the  said  coast 

Skg.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
Consul  and  Vice  Consul  shall,  before  they  enter 
on  the  execution  of  their  trusts,  or  if  already  in 
the  execution  of  the  same,  within  one  year  from 
the  passing  of  this  act,  or  if  resident  in  Asia,  with- 
in two  years,  give  bond,  with  such  sureties  as  shall 
be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  sum 
of  not  less  than  two  thousand  nor  more  than  ten 
thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  true  and  fkith- 
ful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  according 
to  law,  and  also  for  truly  accounting  for  all  mo- 
neys, goods,  and  effects,  which  may  come  into  his 
possession  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  the  said  bond 
shall  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That,  to  pre- 
vent the  mariners  and  seamen  employed  in  ves- 
sels belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in 
cases  of  shipwreck,  sickness,  or  captivity,  ftoxA 
suffering  in  foreign  ports,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respectively,  fWmi 
time  to  time,  to  provide  for  them  in  the  most  rea- 
sonable manner,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  shall  give,  and  not  exceeding  an  al- 
lowance of  twelve  cents  to  a  man  per  diem.  And 
all  masters  and  commanders  of  vessels  belonging 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  bound  to 
some  port  of  the  same,  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  to  take  such  maijners  or  seamen  on  board 
of  their  ships  or  vessels,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Consuls,  or  Vice  Consuls,  respectively,  and  to 
transport  them  to  the  port  in  the  United  States  to 
which  such  ships  or  vessels  may  be  bound,  firee  of 
costs  or  charge ;  but  that  the  sud  mariners  or  sea- 
men shall,  if  able,  be  bound  to  do  duty  on  board 
such  ships  or  vessels,  according  to  their  several 
abilities :  Provided,  That  no  master  or  captain  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  take  a  greater 
number  than  two  men  to  every  one  hundred  tons 
burden  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  on  any  one  voy- 
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age ;  and  if  any  such  captain  or  master  ahall  re* 
fiise  the  same,  on  the  request  or  order  of  the  Con- 
sttl  or  Vice  Consul,  such  captain  or  master  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  for  each 
mariner  or  seaman  so  refused,  to  be  recoTered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States  by  the  said  Con- 
sul or  Vice  Consul,  in  his  own  name,  in  any  Court 
of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Ssa  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  where 
a  ship  or  vessel,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  is  sold  in  a  foreign  port  or  place,  the 
master,  unless  the  brew  are  liable  by  their  con- 
tract, or  do  consent  to  be  disdiarged  there,  shall 
fiend  them  back  to  the  State  where  they  entered 
on  board,  or  furnish  them  with  means  sufficient 
for  their  return,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  Consul 
or  Vice  Consul  of  the  United  States  having  juris- 
diction of  the  port  or  place ;  and,  in  case  of  the 
master*s  refusal,  the  said  •  Consul  or  Vice  Consul 
may  (if  the  laws  of  the  land  permit  it)  cause  his 
ship,  goods,  and  person,  to  be  arrested  and  hdd 
until  he  shall  comply  with  his  duty  herein. 

Sia  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  spe- 
cification of  certain  powers  and  duties,  in  this  act, 
to  be  exercised  or  performed  by  the  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  of  the  United  States,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  the  exclusion  of  others  resulting  from 
the  nature  of  their  appointmetits,  or  any  Treaty  or 
Convention  under  which  they  may  act 

Approved,  April  14,  1792. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer* 
tain  landa  to  the  Ohio  Compaoy  of  Asaociates. 

Be  it  enacted,  <£«.,  That  a  certain  contract  ex- 
pressed in  an  indenture  executed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  between  the  then 
Board  of  Treasury  for  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, of  the  one  part,  and  Manasseh  Cutler  and 
Winthrop  Sargent,  as  agents  for  the  Directors  of 
the  Ohio  Company  of  Associates,  of  the  other  part, 
BO  far  as  the  same  respects  the  following  described 
tract  of  land,  that  is  to  say:  B^nm'ng  at  a  station 
where  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  seventh 
range  of  townships  QM  out  by  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled)  inter- 
sects the  river  Ohio;  thence  extending  along  that 
river  sputhwesterlv  to  a  place  where  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  fifteenth  range  of  townships 
(when  laid  out  agreeably  to  the  land  ordinance 
fMissed  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five)  would  touch  the 
said  river ;  thence  running  northerly  on  the  said 
western  bounds  of  the  said  fifteenth  range  of  town- 
ships, till  a  line  drawn  due  east  to  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  said  seventh  range  of  town- 
ships, will  comprehend,  with  the  other  lines  of 
this  tract,  seven  hundred  and  fifly  thousand^acres 
of  land,  besides  the  several  lots  and  parcels  of  land 
in  the  said  contract  reserved  or  appropriated  to 
particular  purposes;  thence  running  east  to  the 
western  boundary  line  of  the  said  seventh  range 
of  townships;  and  thence  along  the  said  Hue  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
confirmed,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United 


States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authoriied  and  esh 
powered  to  issue  letters  patent  in  the  nime  and 
under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  therebj  gnot- 
ing  and  conveying  to  Rufus  Putnam,  lianasseii 
Cutler,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Crriffin  Green,  and  to 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  the  said  d^ 
scribed  tract  of  land,  with  the  reservations  is  the 
said  indenture  expressed^  in  trust  for  the  persou 
composing  the  said  Ohio  Company  of  AmaUa, 
according  to  their  several  rights  and  interests^  ud 
for  their  heirs  and  assigns,  as  tenants  in  comBm 

Ssa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tb 
President  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  further  autbornd 
and  empowered,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  b 
grant  and  convey  to  the  said  Rufus  Putnam,  Ma- 
nasseh Cutler,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Griffin  Greca, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  for  the  uses 
above  expressed,  one  other  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  »gfatj- 
five  acres  of  land:  Provided,  That  the  said  Rafa 
Putnam,  Manasseh  Cutler,  Robert  Olifer,  aod 
GrifBn  Green,  or  either  of  them,  shall  ddirer  la 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within  six  moathst 
warrants  which  issued  for  Army  boantj  rigbtt 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  profi* 
sion  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aod 
eighty-seven. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  further  aatbcnaed 
and  empowered,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to 
grant  and  convey  to  the  said  Rufus  Putnam,  Xa* 
nasseh  Cutler,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Gnffin  Greca, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  ia 
trust  for  the  uses  above  expressed,  a  further  qoao- 
Uty  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land:  Pro- 
vided, aheayBj  nevertheleee,  That  the  sud  grant  of 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  shall  be  made  on  tk 
express  condition  of  becoming  void  for  soch  part 
thereof  as  the  said  Company  shall  not  hare,  withis 
five  years  fi^m  the  passing  of  this  act,  conTejed 
in  fee  simple,  as  a  bounty,  and  free  <^  expense,  ii 
tracts  of  one  hundred  acres,  to  each  male  pexna 
not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  an  actaai 
settler  at  the  time  of  such  conveyance. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sud 
quantities  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thoasain 
two  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  and  of  ooe 
hundred  thousand  acres,  shall  be  located  vitbn 
the  limits  of  the  tract  of  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land,  described  in  the  indeotov 
aforesaid,  and  adjoining  to  the  tract  of  land  ^ 
scribed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  io  sidj 
form  as  the  President,  in  the  letters  patent,  shd 
prescribe  for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  April  21,  1792. 

An  Act  for  raising  a  further  Sum  of  Hooey  for  the  Flo^ 
tectioo  of  the  Prootiara,  and  for  other  porpoacs  thor 
in  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  <6a.  That,  from  and  after  tbi 
last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties  now  in  £v^ 
upon  the  artides  hereinafter  enumerated  asd 
described,  at  their  importation  into  the  United 
States,  shall  cease,  and  that  in  lien  tbereo(  there 
shall  be  thenceforth  laid,  levied,  and  ooUeded  opoa 
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he  snid  arUcles,  at  their  aaid  importation,  the 
everal  and  respective  rates  or  duties  following, 
iz: 

Wines,  namely :  Madeira,  of  the  quality  of  Lon- 
lon  particular,  per  gallon,  fifty-six  cents;  Madei* 
g,  of  the  quality  of  London  market,  per  gallon, 
orty-nine  c^nts;  other  Madeira  wine,  per  gallon, 
orty  cents ;  Sherry,  per  giillon,  thirty-three  cents ; 
laiat  Lucar,  per  gallon,  thirty  cents ;  Lisbon,  per 
[allon,  twenty-five  cents;  Oporto,  per  gallon,  twen- 
y-five  cents;  Teneriffe  and  Fayal,  per  gallon, 
wenty  cents.  All  other  wines,  forty  per  centum 
d  valorem,  provided  that  the  amount  of  the  duty 
hereupon  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  thirty  cents  per 
;allon. 

Spirits,  distilled  whollv  or  chiefly  from  grain: 
)f  the  first  class  of  proof,  per  gallon,  twenty-eight 
ents;  of  the  second  class  of  proof,  per  gallT>n, 
wenty-nine  cents ;  of  the  third  class  oi  proof,  per 
[ilion,  thirty-one  cents;  of  the  fourth  class  of 
troof,  per  gallon,  thirty-four  cents;  of  the  fifth 
loss  of  proof;  per  gallon,  forty  cents ;  of  the  sixth 
lass  of  proof,  per  gallon,  fifty  cents. 

All  other  distilled  spirits:  Of  the  second  class  of 
troof  and  under,  per  gallon,  twenty-five  cents;  of  the 
bird  class  of  proof  and  under,  per  gallon,  twenty- 
)ij|[ht  cents ;  of  the  fourth  class  of  proof  and  under, 
ler  gallon,  thirty-two  cents;  of  the  fifth  class  of 
)roof  and  under,  per  gallon^  thirty-eight  cents ;  of 
be  sixth  class  of  proof  and  under,  per  gallon,  for- 
jr-six  cents.  Which  several  classes  or  denomina- 
ions  of  proof  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  cor- 
e:ipond  with  those  mentioned  in  the  ^  act  repeal- 
ag,  after  the  last  dav  of  June  next,  the  duties 
leretofure  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from 
ibroad,  and  layinz  others  in  their  stead ;  and  also 
ipon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  and 
'or  appropriating  the  same." 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  per  gallon,  eight  cents; 
iteel,  per  hundred  weight,  one  hundred  cents ;  nails, 
)er  pound,  two  cents;  cocoa,  per  pounds  two  cents; 
thocolate,  per  pound,  three  cents;  playing  cards, 
)er  pack,  twenty-five  cents ;  shoes  and  slippers  of 
ilk,  twenty  cents;  all  other  shoes  and  slippers  for 
aeo  and  women,  clogs  and  golo-shoes,  ten  cents; 
ill  other  shoes  and  slippers  for  children,  seven 
'eota;  on  hemp,  for  every  one  hundred  and  twelve 
lounds,  one  hundred  cents;  on  cables,  for  every 
me  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  one  hundred  and 
iighty  cents;  on  tarred  cordage,  for  every  one 
lundred  and  twelve  pounds,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
(ents;  on  untarred  cordage  and  yarn,  for  every 
)ne  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  hundred  and 
wenty-five  cents;  on  twine  and  packthread,  for 
ivery  one  hundred  and  twelve  nounds,  four  hun- 
Ired  cents;  on  coal,  per  bushel,  four  and  a  half 
^ents ;  on  salts,  called  Glauber  salts,  for  every  one 
lundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  hundred  cents. 

Articles  ad  vdorem :  China  wares,  looking  glass, 
window  and  other  glass,  and  all  manufactures  of 
^lass,  black  quart  bottles  excepted ;  muskets,  pis- 
tols, and  other  fire-arms ;  swords,  cutlasses,  hang- 
ers and  other  side  arms;  starch;  hair  powder;  wa- 
fers; glue;  laces,  lines,  fringes,  tassels,  and  trim- 
mings commonlv  used  by  upholsterers,  coach- 
makers  and  saddlers,  and  pager-hangings;  pamtera' 


colors,  whether  dry  or  ground  in  oil-— fifleen  per 
centum  ad  valorem^-cast,  slit,  and  rolled  iron,  and, 
generally,  all  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  pew- 
ter, copper,  brass,  or  of  which  either  of  these  metals 
is  the  article  of  chief  value,  not  being  otherwise 
particularly  enumerated,  brass  and  iron  wire  ex- 
cepted ;  cabinet  wares ;  leather  tanned  and  tawed, 
and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather 
is  the  article  of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  particu- 
larly enumerated;  medicinal  drugs,  except  those 
commonly  used  in  dying ;  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets 
of  every  sort;  gloves  and  mittens;  stockings;  mil* 
linery  ready  mode;  artificial  flowers,  feathers  and 
other  ornaments  for  women's  head-dresses;  fans; 
dolls,  dre&sed  and  undressed;  toys;  buttons  of 
every  kind ;  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats  and  floor 
cloths;  sailelotn;  sheathing  and  cartridge  paper; 
all  powders,  pastes,  balls,  balsams,  ointments,  oils, 
waters,  washes,  tinctures,  essences,  or  other  pre< 
parationa  or  compositions  commonly  called  sweet 
scents,  odors,  perfumes,  or  cosmetics ;  all  dentfrice- 
powders,  tinctures,  preparations,  or  compositions 
whatsoever,  for  the  teeth  or  gi^ms — ^ten  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

Sec.  2.  Fromded  aUpayt^  and  he  it  further  er^ 
aeted^  That  all  articles  which  are  excepted  and  ex* 
empted  from  duty  by  the  "  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  the  Debts  of  the  United 
States,"  shall  continue  to  be  so  excepted  and  ex« 
empted ;  and  that,  to  the  articles  heretofore  made 
free  from  duty,  the  following  ^hall  be  added, 
namely :  copper  in  piffs  and  bars,  lapis  calaminaria, 
unmanufactured  wool,  wood,  and  sulphur. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  in  computing 
the  duty  heretofore  laid  upon  salt,  a  bushel  of  saU 
shall  be  deemed  not  to  exceed  the  weight  of  fifty* 
six  pounds  avoirdupois ;  aud  as  often  as  the  actual 
bushel  of  salt  shall  exceed  the  said  weight,  such 
salt  shall  be  charged  in  the  proportion  of  the  present 
rate  of  duty  per  bushel  for  every  fifty-six  pounds  of 
its  actual  weight 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  after 
the  said  last  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  laid,  le- 
vied, and  collected,  in  addition  to  the  present  duty 
thereupon,  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan* 
dises>  not  above  enumerated  or  described,  which, 
if  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
are  now  chargeable  with  a  duty  of  five  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
addition  of  ten  per  centum  made  by  the  second 
section  of  the  "  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  Debts  of  the  United  States,"  to  the  rates  of  da* 
ties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  in 
ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  shall  cod- 
tinue  in  full  force  and  operation,  after  the  said  laat 
day  of  June  next,  in  relation  to  the  articles  herein 
before  enumerated  and  described. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
drawbacks  and  allowances  authorized  by  the  act 
aforesaid,  which  have  not  been  heretofore  abolished 
or  changed,  shall  continue  to  operate,  as  in  the 
said  act  prescribed  in  relation  to  the  several  duties 
which  shall  become  payable  by  virtue  of  thb  act 


1867 


APPENDIX. 


1368 


Acts  of  CongresB, 


and  that,  in  addition  thereto,  there  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  upon  provisionn  salted  within  the  United 
States,  except  upon  dried  fish,  upon  the  exporta- 
tion thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  as  follows, 
to  wit :  On  pickled  fish,  at  the  rate  of  eight  cents 
per  barrel,  and  on  other  provisions  at  the  rate  of 
five  cents  per  barrel ;  and  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  there  shall  be  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  centum  to  the  allowances,  respectively 
granted  to  ships  or  vessels  employed  in  the  Bank 
or  other  cod-nsheries,  and  in  the  terms  provided 
by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  certain 
fisheries  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  regnla- 
lion  and  government  of  the  fishermen  employed 
therein,"  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  said 
act 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  /kcrther  enacted^  That  all  du- 
ties, drawbacks,  and  allowances,  which,  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  shall  be  payable  or  allowable  on  any 
specific  quantity  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, shall  be  deemed  to  apply,  in  proportion,  to 
any  quantity  more  or  less  than  such  specific  quan- 
tity. 

Sec.  ^,  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  term 
of  credit  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  salt  shall  be 
nine  months,  and  on  all  articles,  the  produce  of 
the  West  Indies,  salt  excepted,  where  the  amount 
of  the  duty  to  be  paid  by  one  person  or  co-partner- 
ship shall  exceed  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  four  months, 
ana  that  the  duties  on  all  other  articles,  except 
wines  and  teas,  which  shall  be  imported  after  the 
last  day  of  June  next,  shall  be  payable^  one  half  in 
six,  one  quarter  in  nine,  and  the  other  quarter  in 
twelve  calendar  months,  from  the  time  of  each 
respective  importation. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act, 
entitled',  "An  act  to  provide  more  etfectually  for 
the  collection  of  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels," 
and  as  touching  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits  only, 
the  act  entitled  **  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon 
distilled  spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  layin? 
others  in  their  stead ;  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating 
the  same,"  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  full  force  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  specified  and  laid  in 
and  by  this  act,  and  generally  for  the  execution 
thereof,  as  fully  and  effectually,  as  if  every  regu- 
lation, restriction,  penalty,  provision,  clause,  matter, 
and  thing  therein  contained,  had  been  herein  in- 
serted and  re-enacted. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
wines  which,  after  the  said  last  day  of  June  next, 
shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  shall  be 
landed  under  the  care  of  the  inspector  of  the  port 
where  the  same  shall  be  landed,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, every  permit  for  landing  any  wines,  which 
ahall^  be  granted  by  a  collector,  shall,  prior  to  such 
landing,  be  produced  to  the  said  inspector,  who,  by 
endorsement  thereupon  under  his  hand,  shall  sig- 
nify the  production  thereof  to  him,  and  the  time 
when,  after  which,  and  not  otherwise,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  land  the  aaid  wines. 
And  the  said  inspector  shall  make  an  entry  of  all 


such  permits,  and  of  the  contents  thereof,  and  euk 
pipe,  butt,  hogshead,  cask,  case,  box,  or  package 
whatsoever,  containing  such  winea,  ahail  be  nurked 
by  the  officer  under  whose  immediate  inspectioa 
the  same  shall  be  landed,  in  legible  and  donb^ 
characters,  with  progressive  numbers,  the  name  of 
the  said  officer,  and  the  ouality  or  kind  of  wine,  as 
herein  before  enumerated  and  diHtin^ished.  And 
the  said  officer  shall  grant  a  certificate  for  evh 
such  pipe,  butt,  hogshead,  cask,  case,  box,  or  pick- 
age,  specifying  therein  the  name  or  names  of  tite 
importer  or  importers,  the  ship  or  reasel  io  whach 
the  same  shall  nave  been  imported,  and  the  dgq- 
ber  thereof,  to  accompany  the  same  wheresoever 
it  shall  be*  sent  And  if  any  pipe,  butt,  boghead, 
cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  containing  wioe,  riali 
be  /ound  without  such  marks  and  certificates,  th« 
same  shall  bo  liable  to  be  seized,  and  the  want  <^ 
such  marks  and  certificates  shall  be  presampdre 
evidence  that  such  wine  waa  unlawfally  imported 
and  landed. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person  who  shall  have  in  his  or  her  posseaaioa 
wines  which  are  intended  for  sale,  in  qaantity  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  shall,  prior 
to  the  said  last  day  of  June  next,  make  entry  there- 
of, in  writing,  at  some  office  of  inspection  in  tke 
city,  town,  or  county  where  he  or  she  shall  reside^ 
specifying  and  describing  the  casks,  cases,  boxes, 
and  other  packages  containing  the  same ;  and  t&e 
kinds,  qualities,  and  (quantities  thereof,  and  where 
and  in  whose  possession  they  are  ;  and  the  offi^r 
of  inspection,  at  whose  office  such    entry  may 
be  maoe,  shall,  as  soon  as  ma^  be  thereafter,  vi^ 
and  inspect,  or  cause  to  be  visited  and  inspected, 
the  wines  so  Reported ;  and  shall  mark,  or  caaae 
to  be  marked,  the  casks,  cases,  boxes,  and  pack- 
ages, containing  the  same,  with  progressive  num- 
bers, with  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
same  may  belong,  the  kind  or  kinds  thereof,  and 
the  words  ^  Old  Stock,**  and  shall  grant  a  certifi- 
cate for  each  cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  contaiB- 
ing  such  wine,  describing  therein  the  said  cask, 
case,  box,  or  package,  and  the  winea  therein  cos- 
tained,    which    certificate    shall    aeeompany   tiie 
same,  wherever  it  may  be  sent    And  if  any  per- 
son who  may  have  wines  in  his  or  her  possession 
for  sale,  shall  not,  prior  to  the  aud  last  day  of 
June  next,  make  entry  thereof,  as  abore  directed, 
he  or  she,  for  such  omission  or  neglect,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  the  value  of  the  wine  omitted  to  be 
entered,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  soit,  for  titt 
benefit  of  any  person  who  shall  give  informatioa 
thereof;  and  the  wines  so  omitted  to  be  enteredt 
shall  be  forfeited. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  llat,  (rem 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December  next,  no  beer, 
ale,  or  porter,  ahall  be  brought  into  the  United 
States,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  except  is 
casks  or  vessels,  the  capacity  whereof  ahall  not  be 
less  than  forty  gallons,  or  in  packages  contaima^ 
not  less  than  six  dozen  of  bottles,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  the  said  beer,  ale,  or  porter,  and  of  the 
ship  or  vessel,  in  which  the  same  shall  be  brou^t 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe 
several   and  respective  duties,  aforesaid,  except 
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that  mentioned  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act, 
ihall  continue  to  he  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  un- 
ii  the  debts  and  parposes,  to  and  for  which  the 
luties,  hereby  directed  to  cease  after  the  last  day 
)f  June  next,  were  pledged  and  appropriated,  shall 
iare  been  fully  paid  and  satisfied;  and  that  so 
nuch  thereof,  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be,  and 
ire  hereby  pledged  and  appropriated,  in  the  same 
nanner,  for  the  same  purposes,  and  with  the  same 
'orce  and  effect,  as  those,  which  are  hereby  direct- 
ed to  cease  after  the  said  last  day  of  June  next; 
md  that  so  much  of  the  residue  thereof,  as  may  be 
lecessar^,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  appropriated 
for  making  good  deficiencies  in  any  funds  which 
nay  have  been  designated  for  satisfying  grants 
md  appropriations  heretofore  made. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
additional  duty  of  two-and-a-half  per  centum  ad 
ralorem,  specified  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act, 
ihall  continue  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  the 
commencement  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
turn  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
)ut  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties,  which  accrued  to 
:he  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
ind  ninety-one,  and  a  further  sum  of  five  hundred 
ind  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
mt  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties  hereby  established 
IS  the  same  shall  accrue,  making,  together,  the 
mm  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand 
ive  hundred  dollars,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  ap- 
)ropriated  and  applied,  in  addition  to  any  former 
tppropriation  for  the  Military  Establishment  of 
he  United  States,  towards  carrying  into  execution 
he  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  further  and 
nore  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
rentiers  of  the  United  States.** 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
?re8ident  of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to 
ake  on  loan,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
rom  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
3ank  of  the  United  States,  who  are  hereby  au- 
horized  and  empowered  to  lend  the  same,  or  from 
my  other  body  politic  or  corporate  within  the 
Jnited  States,  or  from  any  other  person  or  persons, 
he  whole  or  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  five 
mndred  and  twentj-three  thousand  five  hundred 
lullars,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose,  to  and  for 
vhich  the  same  is 'above  appropriated,  and  to  be 
eimbursed  out  of  the  aforesaid  surplus  of  the  du- 
ies  by  this  act  imposed,  which  surplus  is,  accord- 
ngly,  appropriated  to  the  said  reimbursement: 
Frovidedf  That  the  rate  of  interest  of  such  loans 
ihall  not  exceed  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and 
hat  the  principal  thereof  may  be  reimbursed  at 
)lea8ure  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
nuch  of  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  collection  of  duties  imposed  by 
aw  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
nto  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
)r  vessels,"  as  hath  rated  the  livre  toumois  of 
Prance  at  eighteen-and-a-half  cents,  be,  and  the 
tame  is  hereby  repealed. 

SEa  18.  And  be  it  enacted  and  declared,  That  if 
he  principal,  in  any  bond  which  shall  be  given  to 


the  United  States,  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported,  shall  be  insolvent;  or  if 
such  principal  beine  dead,  his  or  her  estate  and 
effects,  whicn  shall  have  come  to  the  hands  of  his 
or  her  executors,  or  administrators,  shall  be  insuf- 
ficient for  the  payment  of  his  or  her  debts;  and  if 
in  either  of  the  said  cases  any  surety  in  the  said 
boi)d,  or  the  executors  and  administrators  of  such 
surety,  shall  pay  to  the  United  States  the  moneys 
thereupon  due,  such  surety,  his  or  her  executors 
or  administrators  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  like 
advantage,  priority,  and  preference,  for  the  reco- 
very and  receipt  of  the  said  moneys  out  of  the  es- 
tate and  efifects  of  such  insolvent  or  deceased  prin- 
cipal, as  are  reserved  and  secured  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  forty-fourth  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  more  efiectually  for  the 
collection  of  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,'' 
and  shall  and  may  bring  and  maintain  a  suit  upon 
the  said  bond,  in  law  or  equity,  in  his,  her,  or  their 
own  name  or  names,  for  the  recovery  of  the  moneys 
which  shall  have  been  paid  thereupon.  And  it  is 
further  declared.  That  the  cases  of  insolvency  in 
the  said  forty-fourth  section  mentioned,  shall  be 
deemed  to  extend,  as  well  to  cases  in  which  a 
debtor,  not  having  sufficient  property  to  pay  all 
his  or  her  debts,  shall  have  made  a  voluntary  as- 
signment thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  his  or  her 
creditors,  or  in  which  the  estate  and  effects  of  an 
absconding,  concealed,  or  absent  debtor,  bhall  have 
been  attached  by  process  of  law,  as  to  cases  in 
which  an  act  of  legal  bankruptcy  shall  have  been 
committed. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  appoint  such  place  within  the  district 
of  Vermont  to  oe  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
within  the  said  district,  as  he  may  deem  expedient, 
anything  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  effect 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Vermont,"  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  2,  1792. 

An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  execute 
the  Laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  whenever  the  United 
States  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger 
of  invasion  from  any  foreign  nation  or  Indian 
tribe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  such  number  of  the 
militia  bf  the  State  or  States  most  convenient  to 
the  place  of  danger  or  scene  of  action  as  he  may 
judge  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion,  and  to 
issue  his  orders  fer  that  purpose  to  such  officer  or 
ofiicers  of  the  militia  as  he  shall  think  proper ; 
and,  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State  against 
the  Government  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  application  of 
the  Legislature  of  such  State,  or  of  the  Executive, 
(when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  to 
call  forth  such  number  of  the  militia  of  any  other 
State  or  States  as  may  be  applied  for,  or  as  he  may 
judge  sufficient  to  suppress  such  insurrection. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  \rhen- 
eTer  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  op- 

Sosed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  in  any 
tate,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings, or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals  by 
this  act,  the  same  being  notified  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  an  Associate  Justice- or 
the  District  Judge,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  call  forth  the  mili- 
tia of  such  State  to  suppress  such  combinations, 
and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed ;  and 
if  the  militia  of  a  State  where  such  combinations 
may  happen  shall  refuse,  or  be  insufficient  to  sup- 

Sress  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
ent,  if  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States  be 
not  in  session,  to  call  forth  and  employ  such  num- 
bers of  the  militia  of  any  other  State  or  States 
most  convenient  thereto  as  may  ba  necessary ;  and 
the  use  of  militia  so  to  be  called  forth  may  be  con- 
tinued, if  necessary,  until  the  expiration  of  thirty 
days  after  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  when- 
ever it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
President,  to  use  the  military  force  herebv  directed 
to  be  called  forth,  the  President  shall  forthwith, 
and  previous  thereto,  by  proclamation,  command 
such  insurgents  to  disperse,  and  retire  peaceably 
to  their  respective  abodes  within  a  limited  time. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
militia  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances 
as  the  troops  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  in 
service  at  the  same  time,  or  who  were  last  in  ser- 
vice, and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and 
articles  of  war ;  and  that  no  officer,  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  or  private  of  the  militia,  shall  be 
compelled  to  serve  more  than  three  months  in  any 
one  year,  nor  more  than  in  due  rotation  with 
every  other  able-bodied  man  of  the  same  rank  in 
the  battalion  to  which  he  belongs. 

%exi,  6,  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  private  of  the 
militia,  who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  tho 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the  cases 
before  recited,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  years'  piy  and  not  less  than  one  month's  pay, 
to  be  determined  and  adjudged  by  a  court-martial ; 
and  such  officer  shall,  moreover,  be  liable  to  be 
cashiered  by  sentence  of  a  court-martial ;  and  such 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall  be 
liable  to  be  imprisoned  by  a  like  sentence  on  fail- 
ure of  payment  of  the  fines  adjudged  against  them, 
for  the  space  of  one  calendar  month  for  every  five 
dollars  of  such  fine. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  courts- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  militia  shall  be  composed 
of  militia  officers  only. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines, 
to  be  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  certified  by  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  court-martial  before  whom 
the  same  shall  be  assessed  to  the  marshal  of  the 
district  in  which  the  delinquent  shall  reside,  or  to 
one  of  his  deputies,  and  also  to  the  supervisor  of 
the  revenue  of  the  same  district,  who  shall  record 


the  said  certificate  in  a  book  to  be  kept  fnr  thit 
purpose ;  the  said  marshal  or  his  deputv  ahall 
forthwith  proceed  to  levy  the  said  fines,  witk  oosa 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatteli  of 
the  delinquent,  which  costs,  and  the  manner  of 
proceeding  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  the  goods 
aistrained,  shall  be  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  in  which  the  same  shall  be  in  other  cases  of 
distress ;  and  where  any  non-commissioned  officer 
or  private  shall  be  adjudged  to  suffer  impnsoB- 
ment,  there  being  no  goods  or  chattels  to  be  fouid 
whereof  to  levy  the  said  fines,  the  marshal  of  tbe 
district  or  his  deputy  may  commit  such  detinqimt 
to  jail  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  be  » 
adjudged  to  imprisonment,  or  until  the  fine  dttll 
be  paid,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  persons  coq- 
demned  to  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States  may  be  committed. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
marshals  and  their  deputies  shall  pay  oil  such  fines 
by  them  levied  to  the  supervisor  of  the  reiTnce. 
in  the  district  in  which  they  are  collected,  withia 
two  months  after  they  shall  have  received  the 
same,  deducting  therefrom  five  per  centam  as  a 
compensation  for  their  trouble;  and  in  case  of 
failure,  the  same  shall  be  recoverable  by  actioi:  of 
debt  or  information  Ir  any  Court  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  district  in  which  such  fines  shall  be 
levied  having  cognizance  thereof,  to  be  sued  for, 
prosecuted  and  recovered,  in  the  name  of  the  s> 
pervisor  of  the  distiict,  with  interest  and  costs. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
marshals  of  the  several  districts  and  their  depu- 
ties shall  have  the  same  powers  in  execatiog  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  as  sherifis  and  their 
deputies  in  the  several  States  have  by  law,  ia  ex- 
ecuting the  laws  of  their  respective  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  this  i£t 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during  t}x 
term  of  two  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  d 
the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no 
longer. 

Approved,  May  2, 1792. 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  Debt 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  persons  imprisooed  oa 
executions  issuing  from  any  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  satisfaction  of  judgments  in  auj  cinl 
actions,  shall  be  entitled  to  like  privileges  of  the 
yards  or  limits  of  the  respective  jails,  as  persona 
confined  in  such  jails  for  debt  on  judgmenls  refi- 
dered  in  the  Courts  of  the  several  States  are  enti- 
titled  to,  and  under  the  like  regulations  and  re- 
strictions. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  asr 
person  imprisoned  as  aforesaid  may  have  the  oaih 
or  affirmation  hereinafter  expressed  administered 
to  him  by  any  Judge  of  the  United  States,  or  ^ 
the  General  or  Supreme  Court  of  Law  of  the 
State  in  which  the  debtor  is  imprisoned,  the  c.'t- 
ditor,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  if  either  lite  vithio 
one  hundred  miles  of  the  place  of  imprisonmeot, 
or  within  the  district  in  which  the  judgment  vs5 
rendered,  having  at  least  thirty  days'  prerioltf  ^ 
tice,  by  a  citation  served  on  him,  issued  by  >oy 
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tuch  Judge,  to  appear  at  the  Ume  therein  men- 
:ioned  at  the  said  jail,  if  he  see  fit,  to  show  cause 
rh J  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  should  not  be  so 
administered;  at  which  time  and  place,  if  no  suf- 
icient  cause,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge,  be  shown, 
>r  doth  from  examination  appear  to  the  contrary, 
le  may,  at  the  request  of  the  debtor,  proceed  to 
tdminister  to  him  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 

IS    the  case  may  be,  Tiz. :  '*  You, ,  so- 

emnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  have  not  estate, 
*eal  or  personal,  nor  is  any  to  your  knoi^ledge, 
lolden  in  trust  for  you  to  the  ^amount  or  value 
>f  twenty  dollars,  nor  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  for 
rhich  you  are  imprisoned."  Which  oath  or  af- 
irmation  being  administered,  the  Judge  shall  certify 
^e  same,  under  his  hand,  to  the  prison-keeper, 
aid  shall  fix  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  debtor's 
support,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  week;  and, 
f  the  creditor  shall  thereafter,  any  week  fail  to 
umish  the  debtor  with  such  weekly  support,  by 
>aying  or  advancing  the  money  to  him,  or  to  the 
irison-keeper,  for  his  use,  the  debtor  shall  be 
lischarged  from  his  imprisonment,  on  such  jadg- 
Dent,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned 
igain  for  the  said  debt ;  but  the  judgment  shall  re- 
nain  good  and  sufficient  in  law,  and  may  be  satis- 
led  out  of  any  estato  which  may  then,  or  at  any 
ime  afterwards,  belong  to  the  debtor. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
>erflon  shall  falsely  take  the  oath  or  affirmation 
iforcsaid,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
>ei3ury,  and  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  in  that 
»8e  provided. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
kct  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of 
me  year  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  from  thence 
o  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 
onger. 

Approved,  May  5,  1798. 


in  Act  authorising  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  associ- 
ates. 

J3e  it  enacted,  <£&,  That  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  and 
empowered  to  issue  letters  patent  in  the  name  and 
inder  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  thereby  grsnt- 
n^  and  conveying  to  John  Oieves  Symmes  and 
lis  associates,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in 
ee  simple,  such  number  of  acres  of  land  as  the 
)ayinents  already  made  by  the  said  John  Gleves 
Symmes,  his  agento,  or  associates,  under  their  con- 
ract  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
«ycn  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  will  pay  for,  esti- 
nating  the  lands  at  two- thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre, 
ind  making  the  reservations  specified  in  the  said 
x>n  tract. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
?rc8ident  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  further  authorized 
ind  empowered,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to 
rrant  and  convey  to  the  said  John  Cieves  Symmes 
md  his  associates,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
n  fee  simple,  one  other  tract  of  one  hundred  and  six 
;housand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres,  with 
:hc  reservations  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  the 
»kid  John  Gleves  Symmes,  or  his  agents  or  asso- 


ciates, or  any  of  them,  shall  deliver  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  within  six  months,  warrants 
which  issued  for  army  bounty  rights  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  according  to  the- provision  of  the  re- 
solves of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third  of  July  and 
second  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven ;  but,  in  case  so  many  warrants 
should  not  be  delivered,  then  the  letters  patent  last 
aforesaid  to  be  given  for  such  number  of  acres  as 
shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  warrants  so  delivered. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  ho  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered,  by  letters  patent  as  aforesaid,  to  grant 
and  convey  unto  the  said  John  Cieves  Symmes 
and  his  associates,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  Academy  and 
other  Public  Schools  and  Seminaries  of  Learning, 
one  complete  township,  conformably  to  an  order 
of  Congress  of  the  second  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty -seven,  made  in 
consequence  of  |he  application  of  the  said  John 
Cieves  Symmes,  for  the  purchase  of  the  tract 
aforesaid. 

Ssa  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  se- 
veral quantities  of  land  to  be  granted  and  con- 
veyed as  aforesaid,  shall  be  included  and  located 
within  such  limits  and  lines  of  boundary  as  the 
President  may  judge  expedient,  agreeably  to  an 
act  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  **for  ascertaining 
the  bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  John 
Cieves  Symmes." 

Approved,  May  5,  1792. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting 

of  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  dbe..  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
Congress  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber next 

Approved,  May  5, 1792, 


An  Act  coDceraing  the  DotieaonSpirite  distilled  with- 
in the  United  Stetea 

Be  it  enacted,  dbc,.  That,  from  and  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  the  present  duties  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  on  stills, 
shall  cease,  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  upon  all  spi- 
rits which,  after  the  said  day,  shall  be  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  wholly  or  in  part  from 
molasses,  sugar,  or  other  foreign  materials,  there 
shall  be  paid  the  duties  following :  that  is  to  say — 

For  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  first 
class  of  proof,  ton  cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
spirits  of  the  second  class  of  proof,  eleven  cente ; 
for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  third  class 
of  proof,  twelve  cente ;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
spirits  of  the  fourth  class  of  proof,  fourteen  cente ; 
for  every  gallon  of  those  spirite  of  the  fifth  class 
of  proof,  eighteen  cente ;  for  every  gallon  of  those 
spirite  of  the  sixth  class  of  proof,  twenty-five 
cents.  And  upon  all  spirite  which  after  the  said 
day  shall  be  distilled  within  the  United  Stetea 
from  materials  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the 
United  Stetes,  in  any  city,  town,  or  village,  at 
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any  distillery  at  which  there  shall  be  one  or  more 
stills  which  singly  or  together  shall  be  of  the  ca- 
pacity of  four  hundred  gallons  or  upwards,  there 
shall  be  paid  the  duties  following :  that  is  to  say — 
For  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  first 
class  of  proof^  seven  cents;  for  every  gallon  of 
those  spirits  of  the  second  class  of  proof,  eight 
cents;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the 
third  class  of  proof,  nine  cents ;  for  every  gallon 
of  those  spirits  of  the  fourth  class  of  proof,  eleven 
cents ;  for  every  gallon  of  those  spirits  of  the  fifth 
class  of  proof,  thirteen  cents ;  for  every  gallon  of 
those  spirits  of  the  sixth  class  of  proof,  eighteen 
cents.  And  upon  stills  which  after  the  said  day 
shall  be  employed  in  distilling  spirits  (rom  mate- 
rials of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  other  place  than  a  city,  town,  or 
village,  or  at  any  distillery  in  a  city,  town,  or  vil- 
lage at  which  there  shall  be  one  or  more  stills, 
which  singly,  if  only  one,  or  together,  if  more 
than  one,  shall  be  of  less  capacit);  than  four  hun- 
dred gallons,  there  shall  be  paid  the  yearly  duty 
of  fifty-four  cents  for  every  gallon  English  wine 
measure  of  the  capacity  or  content  of  each  and 
every  3uch  still,  including  the  head  thereof:  Pro- 
vided, That  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  pro- 
prietor or  possessor  of  any  such  still,  instead  of 
the  said  yearly  duty,  either  to  pay  seven  cents  for 
every  gallon  of  spirits  by  him  or  her  distilled,  or  to 
pay  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  gallon  of  the  capa- 
city for  each  and  every  month  of  the  employ- 
ment of  any  such  still ;  and  in  case  the  said  pro- 
prietor or  possessor  shall  elect  to  pay  either  the 
said  rate  of  seven  cents  per  gallon,  of  the  spirits 
by  him  or  her  distilled,  or  the  said  monthly  rate 
of  ten  cents,  according  to  the  capacity  of  his  or  her 
still  or  stills,  he  or  she  at  the  time  of  making 
entry  of  his  or  her  still  or  stills  in  manner  herein- 
after directed,  shall  by  writing  under  his  or  her 
hand,  left  at  the  ofiice  of  inspection  where  such 
entry  shall  be  made,  notify  the  said  election,  and 
if  the  same  shall  be  to  pay  the  said  monthly  rate 
of  ten  cents,  shall  demand  a  license  for  the  term 
of  time,  specifying  the  day  of  commencing  and 
the  day  of  ending,  during  which  he  or  she  shaU 
intend  to  work  his  or  her  still  or  stills,  which  li- 
cense shall,  without  delay  or  expense  to  the  said 
proprietor  or  possessor,  be  granted,  and  shall  be 
signed  by  the  supervisors  of  the  revenue,  and 
countersigned  by  tbo  officer  at  whose  office  appli- 
cation for  the  same  shall  have  been  made.  And 
in  the  case  of  an  election,  to  pay  the  said  monthly 
rate  of  ten  cents,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
person  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  made, 
to  work  his  or  her  still  or  stills,  at  any  time,  within 
the  year  from  the  date  of  his  or  her  entry  thereof, 
other  than  that  for  which  a  license  shall. have  been 
granted,  unless  he  or  she  shall  have  previously 
obtained  another  license  for  such  further  time, 
which  upon  like  application  shall  and  may  be 
granted  in  like  manner ;  and  if  any  such  person 
shall  work  bis  or  her  still  or  stills  contrary  to  the 
direction  or  provision  aforesaid,  he  or  she  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  such  offence  two  hundred 
dollars.  And  in  every  case  in  which  any  propri- 
etor or  possessor  of  a  still  or  stills  subject  to  the 


payment  of  duty  according- to  the  capacity  of  sach 
still  or  stills,  shall  not  make  election  to  pay  accord- 
ing to  one  or  the  other  of  the  alternatives  aforeAid, 
or  shall  not  duly  comply  therewith,  he  or  she  shall 
be  liable  to  pay,  and  shall  pay,  the  said  yearly  rate 
of  fifty-four  cents  for  ejery  gallon  of  the  captdtv 
or  capacities  of  his  or  her  still  or  stilla. 

Sbc  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
be  in  each  county  comprehended  within  any  dis- 
trict at  least  one  office  of  inspection,  at  vhich 
every  person  having  or  keeping  a  atiU  or  gtills 
within  such  county  shall,  between  the  last  day  of 
May,  and  the  first  day  of  July  in  each  year,  oaks 
entry  of  such  still  or  stills,  and  at  which  ercj 
person,  who,  being  a  resident  within  the  coaatr, 
shall  procure  a  still  or  stills,  or  who,  removiDg 
within  a  county,  shalLbring  therein  a  still  or  sdlU, 
shall,  within  thirty  days  after  such  procuring  or 
removal,  and  before  he  or  she  shall  begin  to  oaa 
such  still  or  stills  make  entry  thereof.  And  eierj 
entry,  besides  describing  each  still  and  the  capadij 
thereof,  shall  specify  the  place  where,  and  the  pe^ 
son  in  whose  possession  it  is,  and  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  intended,  as  whether  for  sale  or  ust  m 
distilling ;  and,  in  the  case  of  removal,  shall  apediV 
the  place  from  which  every  such  still  shall  hare 
been  brought 

Sec.  S.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  ererj 
proprietor  and  possessor  of  a  still  shall  be  joiotlj 
and  severally  liable  for  the  duty  thereupon ;  and 
that  every  owner  of  land  upon  which  any  still  shaU 
be  worked  shall  be  liable  for  the  duty  thereopoo, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  worked  by  a  lawful  vd 
bona  fide  tenant  of  the  land  of  an  estate,  not  le» 
than  for  the  term  of  one  year,  or  unless  sueK 
owner  can  make  it  appear  that  the  possess<N'  o(  <e 
person  by  whom  such  stiU  shall  have  been  worked, 
was,  during  the  whole  time  of  working  the  same,  a 
trespasser  or  intruder  on  his  land. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  everj 
officer  of  inspection  within  whose  surrey  any  dis- 
tillery of  geneva  or  sweet  cordials,  subject  to  tb 
payment  of  duty  by  the  gallon  of  the  spirits  dis- 
tilled thereon  may  be,  shall  forbear  to  visit  or  ia- 
spect,  for  a  space  not  exceeding  two  hours  in  each 
dlay  such  part  of  the  said  distillery  as  he  may  be 
required  by  the  proprietor,  possessor,  or  manager 
of  such  distillery  to  forbear  to  visit  and  inspect, 
for  which  purpose  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
said  proprietor,  possessor,  or  manager,  to  give  no- 
tice, in  writing,  to  the  said  officer,  describing  there- 
in particularly  the  part  of  such  distillery  which  it 
shall  be  his  desire  that  the  said  officer  may  for- 
bear to  visit  and  inspect,  and  specifying  the  time 
of  each  day  for  which  such  forbearance  shall  be 
desired. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnii- 
sury  to  regulate  as  well  the  marks  to  be  set  upon 
the  casks,  vessels,  and  packages,  containing  dis- 
tilled spirits,  as  the  forms  of  the  certificates  which 
are  to  accompany  the  same ;  and  that  when  any 
cask  or  vesvsel  in  which  distilled  spirits  have  beea 
contained  shall  have  been  emptied  of  its  contents, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  marks  thereupon  to  be 
effaced  by,  or  in  the  presence  of,  an  officer  of  in- 
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speetion ;  and  of  the  said  eask  or  Tosgel  shall  after- 
wards be  used  for  {Hitttog  therein  other  spirits,  the 
same  may  be  marked  anevr. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaet&dy  That,  intsead 
of  a  notice  of  twenty«>four  hours,  heretofore  re- 
quired to  be  given  of  the  intent  to  export  distill- 
ed spirits,  in  order  to  the  benefit  of  the  drawback 
of  the  duties  thereupon,  six  hours  shall  be  suffi- 
cient 

Sbc.  7.  And  he  it  further  maeted^  That  there 
be  an  abatement  fbr  leakage  at  the  rate  of  two 
per  cent,  in  every  case  in  which  the  duty  shall  be 
payable  by  the  gallon  of  the  spirits  distilled,  to  be 
allowed  at  the  distillery  where  such  spirits  shall  be 
made. 

Sec.  S.' And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
officer  of  inspection  within  whose  survey  any  still 
shall  be,  the  duty  whereupon  is  payable  according 
to  the  capacity  of  the  still,  shall  identify,  by  pro- 
gress! ve«  numbers  and  other  proper  marks,  every 
such  still  within  bis  survey,  and  the  duty  there- 
upon shall  operate  as  a  specific  lien  upon  the  said 
sdll. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
distiller  of,  and  dealer  in,  spirits  who  may  have  in 
his  or  her  possession  distilled  spirits  not  marked  or 
certified,  pursuant  to  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  re- 
pealing, after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  duties 
heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported  from 
abroad,  and  laying  others  in  their  stead,  and  also 
upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  for  appropriating  the  same,"  shall,  prior  to  the 
laHt  day  of  September  next,  report  the  spirits  in 
his  or  her  possession,  in  writing,  at  some  office  of 
inspection,  to  the  end  that  such  spirits  may  be 
marked  and  certified  as  Old  Stock.  And  that,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  September  next,  casks 
and  vessels  of  the  capacity  of  twenty  gallons  and 
upward^  containing  distilled  spirits,  which  shall 
be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  distiller  or  dealer 
in  spirits,  except  at  a  distillery  where  the  same 
were  made,  or  in  going  from  one  place  to  another, 
without  being  marked  according  to  law,  or  with- 
out having  a  certificate  from  some  proper  officer, 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture ;  and  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  of  in- 
spection, upon  request  of  any  dealer  or  distiller, 
to  take  measures  for  the  marking  of  casks,  ves- 
sels, and  packages  containing  distilled  spirits,  and 
to  furnis^i  such  dealer  or  distiller,  free  from  ex- 
pense, with  certificates  to  accompany  the  same: 
provided^  That  it  shall  not  be  incumbent  upon 
any  such  officer  to  mark  or  certify  any  cask,  ves- 
sel, or  package  which  ought  to  have  been  before 
marked  ur  certified  acconling  to  any  law  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbc  10.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  no  distilled  spirits,  ex- 
cept arrack  and  sweet  cordials,  shall  be  brought 
into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  except  in  casks  or  vessels  of  the  capacity  of 
ninety  gallons  and  upwards. 

See.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no 

drawback  of  the  duty  on  distilled  spirits  which  shall 

be  ex  ported  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  shall  be 
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allowed  upon  any  quantity  less  than  one  hundred 
gallons 

Sac.  19.  And  be  it  fkirther  enacted^  That,  after 
the  last  day  of  June  next,  no  distilled  spirits  shidl 
be  brought  into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place  in  any  cask  or  vessel  which  shall 
have  been  marked  pursuant  to  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  concerning  distilled  spirits,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  spirits  so  brought,  and  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  in  which  they  shall  be  brouffbt 

Sac  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
owner  or  possessor  of  any  still  or  stills  shall  neglect 
to  make  entry  thereof,  within  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  second  section  of  this 
act»  such  owner  or  possessor  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  if  any 
distilled  spirits,  except  arrack  and  sweet  cordials, 
shall,  after  the  last  day  of  April  next,  be  brought 
into  the  United  States  in  casks  or  vessels  of  les^  ca- 
pacity than  ninety  gallons,  all  such  spirits  and  the 
casks  and  vessels  containing  the  same,  shall  be 
subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture,  and  every  such 
penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  be  one-half  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of 
the  person  who  shall  first  discover  and  make  known 
the  matter  or  thing  whereby  the  same  shall  have 
been  incurred. 

Sbc.  14.  And  be  it  further  enaeted  and  declared^ 
That  the  duties  hereby  laid  shall  continue  in  force 
for  the  same  time,  and  are  hereby  pledged  and 
appropriated  to  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  those 
in  lieu  of  which  they  are  laid,  and  pursuant  to  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  imported  from  abroad,  ana  layinc 
others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the 


same. 


Sbc  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  to 
make  good  anv  deficiency  which  may  happen  in 
consequence  of  the  reduction  hereby  made  in  the 
rates  of  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  on  stills,  so  much  of  the  pro- 
duct of  the  duties  laid  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned,'* as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be  and  is  here- 
by pledged  and  appropriated  to  the  same  purposes, 
to  and  for  which  the  duties  hereby  reduced  were 
pledged  and  appropriated. 

Sec  16.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
make  such  allowances  for  their  respective  services 
to  the  supervisors,  inspectors^  and  other  officers  of 
inspection  as  he  shall  deem  reasonable  and  pro- 
per, so  as  the  said  allowances,  together  with  the 
incidental  expenses  of  collecting  the  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  shall  not 
exceed  seven-and-a-half  per  centum  of  the  total 
product  of  the  duties  on  distilled  spirits  for  the 
period  to  which  the  said  allowances  shall  relate, 
computing  from  the  time  the  act  entitled  **  An  act 
repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  du- 
ties heretofore  laid  upon  distilled  spirits  imported 
from  abroad,  and  lining  others  in  their  stead,  and 
also  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
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and  for  appropriating  the  same,"  took  effect :  And 
provided  also.  That  such  allowance  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  annual  amount  of  seventy  thousand  dol- 
lars, until  the  same  shall  be  further  asoertained  by 
law. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day 
of  June  next,  the  duties  heretofore  laid  upon  dis- 
tilled spirits  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying 
others  in  their  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  appropriating  the 
same,*^  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  full  force  for,  the 
collection  of  the  several  duties  herein  before  men- 
tioned, and  for  the  recovery  and  distribution  of  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  herein  contained,  and  gene- 
rally for  the  execution  of  this  act,  as  fully  and  ef- 
fectually as  if  every  regulation,  restriction,  penalty, 
provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing  therein  con- 
tained were  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by,  this 
present  act,  subject  only  to  the  alterations  hereby 
made. 

Approved,  May  8,  1T92. 

An  act  relative  to  the  compensations  to  certain  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of  Impost 
auo  Tonnage. 

Be  it  enacted^  dte..  That,  from  and  after  the  last 
day  of  June  next,  in  addition  to  the  fees  and  emo- 
luments which  may  accrue  to  the  officers  employed 
in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  ton- 
nage, by  the  provisions  already  made,  they  shall 
severally  have,  and  be  entitled  to  the  respecUve 
allowances  following,  to  wit:  The  surveyors  of 
Newburyport,  Salem,  Saint  Mary^s  and  Wilming- 
ton, in  North  Carolina,  the  yearly  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  each ;  the  surveyors  of  Beverley, 
North  Kingston,  East  Greenwich,  Warren,  Bris- 
tol, Pawcatuck  River,  Providence,  Patuxet,  New 
Haven,  Lewellensburg,  Alexandria,  Beaufort, 
Hertford,  Winton,  Bonnet's  Creek,  Plymouth, 
Windsor,  Skewarkey,  Murfreesborough,  Nixon- 
ton,  Indian  Town,  Currituck  Inlet,  Pasquotank, 
River  Bridge  and  Newbiggen  Creek,  the  yearly  sum 
of  eighty  dollars  each ;  the  surveyor  of  Portsmouth, 
the  yearly  sum  of  sixty  dollars;  the  surveyors  of 
Ipswich,  Portland,  Newport,  Stonington,  Middle- 
ton,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Petersburg,  Richmond, 
and  Savannah,  the  yearly  sum  of  fidy  dollars,  each ; 
the  surveyors  of  Gloucester,  New  London,  and 
Swansborough,  the  yearly  sum  of  thirty  dollars, 
each ;  the  surveyors  of  Hudson,  Little  Egg  Har- 
bor, Suffolk,  Smithfield,  Urbanna,  and  Fredericks- 
burg, the  yearly  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  each ;  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Wilmington,  in  North 
Carolina,  the  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Ports- 
mouth, Gloucester,  Albany,  Annapolis,  Vienna, 
Nottingham,  Yorktown,  Dumfries  and  Louisville, 
the  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  each ;  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Fairfield,  the  yearly  sum 
of  eighty  dollars ;  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of 
Marblebead,  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Nantucket, 
New  Bedford,  Plghton,  York,  Biddeford  and  Pep- 
nerelborough,  Bath,  Wiscasset,  Machias,  Newport, 
New  Haven,  Perth  Amboy,  Great  Egg  Harbor, 
Wilmington,  in  Delaware,   Chester,   Cedarpoint, 


Georgetown,  Hampton,  South  Quay,  Waahington, 
Blank-bridge,  and  Georgetown,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, the  yearly  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  each ;  the 
naval  officer  of  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  the 
yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars;  the  naval 
officers  of  the  districts  of  Newburyport,  New- 
port, Providence,  Wilmington,  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Savannah,  the  yearly  sum  of  6fty  dol- 
lars, each ;  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Sslesi 
and  Beverley,  one  fourth  of  one  per  centum  oa  the 
amount  of  all  moneys  by  him  received  on  aoccnat 
of  the  said  duties ;  and  to  the  collectors  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Portsmouth,  Newburyport^  Gloaeester, 
Marblebead,  Plymouth,  Nantucket,  Edgartovn, 
New  Bedford,  Dighton,  York,  Biddeford  and  P»p- 
perelborough,  Portland,  Bath,  Wiscasset,  Peno^ 
scot,  Frenchman's  Bay,  Machias,  Newport,  Pro- 
vidence, New  Haven,  Fairfield,  Perth  Amboj, 
Burlington,  Great  Egg  Harbor,  WtloMiigton,  ki 
Delaware,  Oxford,  Vienna,  Snow  Hill,  Annapolis^ 
Nottingham,  Cedarpoint,  Georgetown,  in  Mary- 
land, Hampton,  Yorktown,  Yeooomtco,  Dumfnes, 
Foley  Landing,  Cherrystone,  South  Quay,  W3- 
mington,  m  North  Carolina,  Newbem,  Washiog- 
ton,  Edenton,  Plank-bridge,  Geoi^town,  in  Souid> 
Carolina,  Beaufort,  and  Savannah,  each,  one-half  of 
one  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  all  moneys  hy 
them  respectively  received  on  account  of  the  datis 
aforesaid. 

SEa  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetsd^  Thhi^  firoo 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  allowaacs 
of  three-fourths  of  one  per  centum  to  the  collectocs 
of  the  districts  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  city  of  ' 
New  York,  on  the  amount  of  all  moneys  hy  them 
respectively  received,  on  account  of  the  duties  of  in- 
post  and  tonnage,  shall  cease,  and  instead  thereof 
they  shall,  after  that  time,  be  entitled  to  ooe-haif 
of  one  per  centum  on  all  such  moneys  hy  them  re- 
spectively received. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  it  further  enacts.  That  from  aad 
after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  expense  of  fo^, 
office  rent,  and  necessary  stationery,  for  the  coRec- 
tors  of  the  districts  of  Salem  and  Beverly,  Boston, 
and  Charlebtown,  the  cities  of  New  York,  PhiUdel- 
phia  and  Charleston,  the  towns  of  BaltioMMre,  Ncr- 
folk  and  Portsmouth,  shall  be  paid,  three-fonrthi 
by  the  said  collectors,  and  the  other  fourth  by  the 
repective  naval  officers  in  those  districta. 

Sec.  .4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  wkcn- 
ever  a  collector  shall  die,  the  commissions,  to  whick 
he  would  have  been  entitled  on  the  receipt  of  all 
duties  bonded  by  him,  shall  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  legal  representatives  of  such  deonseJ 
collector  and  his  successor  in  office,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  collect  the  same :  and  for  this  purpose  tbt 
said  representatives  shall  deliver  over  to  such  suc- 
cessor all  the  public  or  Official  booka^  papers^  aad 
accounts  of  the  said  deceased. 

Approved,  May  8,  1792. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  '^  Am  art 
to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  penaltia 
and  forfeitures  accruing  under  the  revenue  lav«  is 
certain  casea,'*  and  to  make  further  provisioa  fcjr  tfat 
payment  of  Pensions  to  Invalids. 

Be  it  enacted^  dtc,.  That  the  act,  entitled  ''  An 
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act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  for- 
feitures and  penalties  accruing  under  the  revenue 
laws  in  certain  cases  therein  mentionedi'^  shall  he, 
and  hereby  is  continued  in  full  forcQ  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  no 
longer.  Provided,  That  nothing  in  the  said  act 
shali  be  construed  to  limit  or  restrain  the  power 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  grant  par- 
dons for  offences  against  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fUrther  enacted,  That  the 
yearly  pensions  which  have  been  or  may  be,  allow- 
ed by,  or  in  pursuance  of,  any  act  or  law  of  the 
United  States,  to  persons  who  were  wounded  and 
disabled  in  the  public  service,  shall,  for  the  space 
of  one  year  from  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  un- 
der such  regulations  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  direct. 

Approved,  May  8,  1792. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  Act  for  making  provision 
for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  term  for  receiving 
on  Loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  which  hath  not  been  subscribed 
pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  makinff  provision  for  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States,''  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby  extended 
?n  the  same  terms  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  is 
provided,  to  the  first  day  of  March  next;  and 
[>ooks,  for  receiving  such  further  subscriptions 
ihall  be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  in 
;ach  #f  the  said  States,  on  the  first  day  of  June 
lext,  which  shall  continue  open  until  the  said  first 
lay  of  March  next,  inclusively;  for  which  pur- 
)08e,  the  said  Commissioners,  respectively,  are 
lereby  invested  with  the  like  powers,  and  re- 
[uired  to  perform  the  like  duties,  as  in  and  by  the 
aid  act  is  directed. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  of 
he  creditors  of  the  United  States  as  have  not  sub- 
cribcd,  and  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  said  Loan, 
hall  nevertheless  receive  a  rate  per  centum  on  the 
mount  of  so  much  of  their  respective  demands, 
s  well  for  interest  as  principal,  as,  on  or  before 
ie  first  day  of  March  shall  be  registered  conform- 
bly  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act,  as  shall  be 
|ual  to  the  interest  payable  to  the  subscribing 
[-editors,  which  shall  be  payable  at  the  same  times 
id  places,  and  by  the  same  persons,  as  in  and  by 
le  said  act  is  directed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jnrther  enacted.  That  the 
rm  for  receiving  upon  Loan  that  part  of  the 
cbts  of  the  respective  States  which  hath  not 
*en  subscribed  pursuant  to  the  terms  proposed  in 
le  act  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  en- 
rged  on  the  same  terms  as  in  and  by  the  said  act 
provided,  until  the  first  day  of  Marsh,  one  thou- 
nd  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  inclusively ; 
r  which  purpose,  books  shall  be  opened  at  the 
•easury  of  the  United  States,  and  hv  the  Com- 
Ls^oners  of  Loans  in  each  of  the  said  States,  on 
e  first  day  of  June  next,  which  shall  continue 
ca  until  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand 


seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  inclusively;  for 
which  purposes,  the  said  Commissioners  are  here- 
by invested  with  the  like  powers,  and  required  to 
perform  the  like  duties,  as  in  and  by  the  said  act 
IS  directed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Commissioner  of  Loans  for  North  Carolina  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  receive  any  certificate  issued  by 
Patrick  Travers,  Commissioner  of  Cumberland 
county,  or  by  the  Commissioners  of  Army  ac- 
counts at  Warrenton. 

Sec.  5.  And,  whereas  the  United  States  are  in- 
debted to  certain  foreign  officers,  on  account  of  pay 
and  services  during  the  late  war,  the  interest  where- 
of, pursuant  to  the  certificates  granted  to  the  said 
officers  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  is  payable  at  the 

house  of ,  grand  banker,  at  Paris,  and  it 

is  expedient  to  discharge  the  same :  Be  it  therS" 
fore  enacted.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  discharged  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  said 
Debt,  out  of  any  of  the  moneys  which  have  been, 
or  shall  be  obtained  on  Loan,  in  virtue  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  and  which  shall  not  be  necessary  ulti- 
mately to  fulfil  the  purposes  for  which  the  said 
moneys  are,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  authorized  to 
be  boiTowed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Attorney  General,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  Commissioners  who,  or  any  three  of 
whom,  are  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approba^ 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  pur- 
chase the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  at  its  market 
price,  if  not  exceeding  the  par  or  true  value  there- 
of; for  which  purchase,  the  interest  on  so  much 
of  the  Public  Debt  as  has  already  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  purchased  for  the  United  States,  or 
as  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  so  much  of 
the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  jiajment  of  the 
interest  on  the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Di'bt  as  shall 
exceed  what  may  be  sufficient  for  the  payment  of 
such  interest  to  the  creditors  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby  appropriated.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners  to 
render  to  the  Legislature  ^dthin  two  months  af- 
ter the  commencement  of  the  first  session  thereof 
in  every  year,  a  full  and  precise  account  of  all  such 
purchases  made  and  Public  Debt  redeemed  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And,  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  esta- 
blish a  fund  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the 
Public  Debt :  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  in- 
terest on  so  much  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  States 
as  has  been  or  shall  be  purchased  or  redeemed  for 
or  by  the  United  States,  or  as  shall  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  thereof  in  satisfaction  of  any  debt  or 
demand,  and  the  surplus  of  any  sum  or  sums  ap- 
propriated for  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon 
the  said  Debt,  which  shall  remain  after  payin? 
such  interest,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated 
and  pledged  firmly  and  inviolably  for  and  to  the 
purchase  and  redemption  of  the  said  Debt,  to  be 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
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Senate,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  SecFetary  of  State, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  for  the  time  heing,  or  any  three  of  them, 
vith  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  time  being,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say :  First,  to  the  purchase  of 
the  several  spedes  of  stock  oonstitutinp^  the  Debt 
of  the  United  States,  at  their  respective  market 
prices,  not  exceeding  the  par  or  true  value  there- 
of, and,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  in  equal  proportions, 
until  the  annual  amount  of  the  said  funds,  together 
with  any  other  provisions  which  may  be  maide  by 
law,  shall  be  equal  to  two  per  centum  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  outstanding  funded  stock,  bearing 
a  present  interest  of  six  per  centum ;  thenceforth, 
secondly,  to  the  redemption  of  the  said  last  men- 
tioned stock,  according  to  the  right  for  that  pur- 
pose reserved  to  the  United  States,  until  the  whole 
amount  thereof  shall  have  been  redeemed;  and 
lastly,  after  such  redemption,  to  the  purchase,  at 
its  market  price,  of  any  other  stock  consisting  of 
the  Debt  of  the  United  States,  which  may  then 
remain  unredeemed ;  and  such  purchase,  as  far  as 
the  fund  shall  at  any  time  extend,  shall  be  made 
within  thirty  days  next  after  each  day  on  which  a 
quarterly  payment  of  interest  on  the  Debt  of  the 
United  States  shall  become  due,  and  shall  be  made 
by  a  known  agent,  to  be  named  by  the  said  Com- 
missioners. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  fu- 
ture purchases  of  Public  Debt  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  made  at  the  lowest  price 
at  which  the  same  can  be  obtained  by  open  pur- 
chase, or  by  receiving  sealed  proposals,  to  be 
opened  in  the  presence  of  the  Commissioners,  or 
persons  authorized  by  them  to  make  purchases, 
and  the  persons  making  such  proposals. 
» .  Sec.  9.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted^  That  quar- 
ter-vearly  accounts  of  the  application  of  the  said 
fund  shall  be  rendered  for  settlement,  as  other 
public  accounts,  acpompanied  with  returns  of  the 
sums  of  the  said  Debt,  which  shall  have  been  from 
time  to  time  purchased  or  redeemed ;  and  full  and 
exact  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, including  a  statement  of  the  disburse- 
ments which  shall  have  been  made,  and  of  the 
sums  which  shall  have  been  purchased  or  re- 
deemed under  their  direction,  ana  specifying  dates, 
prices,  parties,  and  places,  shall  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress within  die  first  fourteen  days  of  each  session 
which  may  ensue  the  present,  during  the  execu- 
tion of  the  said  trust. 
Approved,  A&ay  8,  1792. 


An  Aet  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War 

Departments. 

Be  a  enacted,  4*^.,  That  there  be  an  accountant 
to  the  Department  of  War,  who  shall  be  charged 
with  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  relative  to  the 
pay  of  the  Army,  the  subsistence  of  officers,  boun- 
ties to  soldiers,  the  expenses  of  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, the  incidental  and  contingent  expen^  of  the 
Department;  and  wfaio  shall  report,  from  time  to 
time,  all  such  settlements  as  shall  have  been  made 
by  him,  for  the  inspection  and  revision  of  the  ac- 


oo^nting  officers  of  the  Treasnry ;  and  the  said 
accountant  shall  also  be  charged  with  the  settle- 
ment of  all  claims  for  pexB<mal  aenrioe  antborizcd 
by  the  act  of  this  Congress,  of  the  27th  of  March 
last,  and  of  all  military  claims  lodged  id  the  late 
office  of  the  Paymaster  General  and  CommiS' 
siooer  of  Army  accounts,  which  are  not  fondosed 
by  the  acts  of  limitation  of  the  late  Congrcas,  sad 
he  shall  report,  from  time  to  time,  all  each  settle- 
ments as  have  been  made  by  him,  for  the  inspec- 
tion and  revision  of  tlus  Comptroller  of  the  Tresr 
sury.  The  compensation  of  the  said  aceoontsat 
shall  be  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  diaharse  all 
such  moneys  as  shall  have  been  previously  ordered 
for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  War,  by  warraBti 
from  the  Treasury ;  which  disbursements  ahall  be 
made  pursuant  to  warrants  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  countersigned  by  the  aoooontant. 

SEa  3.  Afui  be  it  /urther  enacted.  That  there 
be  a  Paymaster  to  reside  near  the  headqnarters  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Paymaster  to  receiTe  fnm 
the  Treasurer  all  the  moneys  which  ahall  be  in- 
trusted to  him  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  ptj, 
the  arrears  of  pay,  subsistence,  or  uira^e  due  to 
the  troops  of  the  United  States.  That  be  shsil 
receive  tne  pay  abstracts  of  the  Paymasters  of  the 
several  regiments  or  corps,  and  compare  the  ssise 
with  the  returns  or  muster-rolls,  which  ahall  se- 
company  the  said  pay  abstracts.  That  be  shall 
certify  accurately,  to  the  commanding  officer,  the 
sums  due  to  the  respective  corps,  which  ah^  haT« 
been  examined  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  thereoQ 
issue  his  warrant  on  the  said  Deputy  Paymaster 
for  the  pa}'ment  accordingly.  That  eopies  of  all 
reports  to  the  commanding  officer,  and  the  war- 
rants thereon,  shall  be  duly  tranamitted  to  the 
office  of  the  accountant  of  the  War  Departmcot. 
in  order  to  be  there  examined  and  finally  adjusted 
at  the  Treasurr.  That  the  said  Paymaster  shall 
give  bond  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  doUara, 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  &ithfiil  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  and  he  shall  take  an  oath  ^ih- 
fully  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office.  That  the 
compensation  to  the  said  Paymaster  shall  be  sixtr 
dollars  monthly,  with  the  same  rations  and  fonge 
as  a  Mijor. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enaetedf  That  no  es- 
signment  of  pay,  made  after  the  first  day  of  Joae 
next,  by  a  non-commissioned  (^cer  or  private, 
shall  be  vdid. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  par- 
chases  and  contracts  for  supplying  the  Army  with 
provisions,  clothing,  supphes  in  the  QoartenBss- 
ter*s  department,  military  stores,  Indian  goods,  a:^ 
all  other  supplies  or  articles  ibr  the  use  of  the  De- 
partment of  War,  be  made  by  or  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  direct  the  waptt- 
in  tendance  of  the  collection  of  the  duties  oo  im- 
post and  tonnage  as  he  shall  judge  best.  That 
the  present  office  of  assistant  to  the  Secretary  cf 


1385 


APPENDIX. 


1886 


AeU  of  Congreu. 


ttie  Tr^ssuty  be  abolished,  and  that  inntead  there- 
of there  be  an  officer  in  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  denominated  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenoe,  who  shall  be  charged  with  soperintend- 
ing,  ander  the  direction  of  the  Head  of  the  De- 
partment, the  collection  of  the  other  revenues  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  execute  auch  other 
services,  being  conformable  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Department,  as  ahall  be  directed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  That  the  compensation  of 
the  said  Commissioner  shall  be  a  salary  of  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars  per  annuili. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  every 
case  of  an  account  or  claim  not  finally  adjusted, 
upon  which  the  present  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, as  Auditor,  may  have  decided,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  finally  to  adjust  the 
same ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the 
said  Commissioner  and  Auditor,  the  decision  of  the 
Attorney  (General  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That^  in  case 
of  the  death,  absence  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, or  sickness  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Depaztment,  or  of  any  officer  of  either  of  the 
said  Departments  whose  appointment  is  not  in  the 
head  thereof,  whereby  they  cannot  perform  the 
duties  of  their  said  respective  offices,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
ease  he  shall  think  it  necessary,  to  authorize  any 
person  or  persons,  at  his  discretion,  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  said  respective  oflSces  until  a  suc- 
cessor be  appointed,  or  until  such  absence  or  ina- 
bility by  sickness  shall  cease. 

Sec.  9,  And  he  it  further  enacltd^  That  the  forms 
of  keeping  and^rendering  all  public  accounts  what- 
soever, shall  be  prescribe  by  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sec  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
addition  to  the  compensations  allowed  to  the 
Comptroller,  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Register  of 
the  Treassry,  by  the  **  Act  for  establishing  the 
salaries  of  the  Bzeeiitive  officers  of  Government, 
their  assistants  and  clerks,**  and  to  the  Attorney 
General,  by  the  **  Act  fbr  allowing  certain  com- 
pensations  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  other 
Courts,  and  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,**  the  said  officers  respectively  shall  be  al- 
lowed the  fbllowing  yearly  sums,  viz :  the  Comp- 
troller four  hundred  dollars;  the  Auditor  four 
hundred  dollars ;  the  Treasurer  four  hundred  dol- 
lars; the  Redster  five  hundred  dollars;  the  At* 
torney  General  four  hundred  dollars. 

Ssa  11.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  have 
two  principal  clerks,  each  of  whom  to  have  a  salary 
of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  and  that  the 
salary  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of 
War  be  al  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
year. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enatted.  That  the  re* 
strietion  on  the  clerics  of  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  so  fur  as  respects  the  carrying  on  of  any 
trade  or  business,  other  than  in  the  funds  or  debts 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  State,  or  any  kind 


of  publie  property,  be  abolished,  and  that  such  re- 
striction, so  far  as  respects  the  funds  or  debts  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  State,  or  any  publie 
property  of  either,  be  extended  to  the  Uommi»> 
sioner  of  the  Revenue,  to  the  several  Commis* 
sioners  of  Loans,  and  to  all  persons  employed  in 
their  respective  offices,  and  to  all  officers  of  the 
United  States  concerned  in  the  collection  or  di»- 
bursement  of  the  revenues  thereof,  under  tho 
penalties  prescribed  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 
partment,** and  the  provisions  relative  to  the  ofiicers 
m  the  Treasury  Department,  contained  in  the  ''  Act 
to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,*'  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are,  extended  and  applied  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 
Approved,  May  8, 1792. 

An  Act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  specified. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f«..  That  there  be  granted  and 
appropriated  the  following  sums  for  the  following 
purposes,  to  wit :  For  the  discharge  of  a  balance 
to  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  fifteenth  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  eighty-eight 
cents ;  for  additional  salary  to  the  first  clerk  of  the 
Commissioners  for  settling  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  States,  one  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents ;  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  stating  and  printing  cer- 
tain public  accounts,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  thirtieth  of  Do* 
cember,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety, 
one,  eight  hundred  dollars;  for  discharging  the 
accounts  of  officers  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fund 
heretofore  appropriated,  seventeen  thousand  dol- 
lars; fbr  making  good  deficiencies  in  former  ap- 
propriations, for  defraying  the  expense  of  the 
en u operation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-five 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents ;  fbr  discharging  certain 
accounts  against  the  Treasury  Department,  to  the 
end  of  the  year  one  thousana  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  including  a  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars 
for  furnishing  the  supervisors  of  the  revenue  with 
screw  presses,  seals,  and  other  articles,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  sixty- 
one  cents ;  for  a  balance  due  to  Lieutenant  John 
Freeman,  of  the  late  Maryland  line,  on  account  of 
subsistence  for  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two,  and  one  thousand  seven  hun* 
dred  and  eighty-three,  forty-one  dollars  and  seven* 
ty-five  cents;  for  compensation  to  the  clerks  oi 
the  acting  Commissioner  of  Army  aceounts,  and 
contingencies  of  his  office,  one  thousand  three 
hundn^  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cents; 
for  additional  compensation  to  the  Doorkeepers  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  March 
last,  seven  hundred  dollars;  fbr  the  discharge  of 
such  demands  against  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  aacer* 
tained  and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at 
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the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  according 
to  the  asuge  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  bpecie, 
five  thousand  dollars.  All  which  said  sums  amoun- 
ting together  to  thirtv-four  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  shall 
and  may  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  following,  any  or 
all  of  them,  namely :  the  surplusses  which  may  re- 
main of  appropriations  heretofore  made,  after  satis- 
fying the  purposes  of  such  appropriations ;  moneys 
which  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  conse- 
quence of  balances  which  have  been  found  due 
nrom  individuals,  relating  to  transactions  prior  to 
the  present  Government  of  the  United  States ;  the 
surplus,  not  heretofore  appropriated,  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  which  accrued  to  the  end 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one. 

Sec.  2.  And  le  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  aforesaid  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  which  accrued  to  the  end  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  as 
may  be  necessary,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, in  addition  to  the  provision  heretofore 
made,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  which  shall 
have  been  incurred  m  Uie  execution  of  the  act  for 
raising  and  adding  another  regiment  to  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
making  farther  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers,  within  the  limits  of  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-six  dollars  and  twenty  cents  thereby  au- 
thorized; and  towards  reimbursing  any  sums 
wiuch  may  have  been  borrowed,  or  advances  of 
money  which  may  have  been  obtained  for  that 
purpose. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  a  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  provi- 
sion heretofore  made,  be  appropriated  to  aefray 
any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in  relation  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
which  may  be  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  who,  if  ne- 
cessary, is  authorized  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  the  said  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars;  an  account  of  the  expenditure  whereof 
18  soon  as  may  be,  shall  be  laid  before  Congress. 

Approved,  May  8, 1792. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Copper  coinage. 

Be  it  enacted  dte.  That  the  Director  of  the  Minti 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  be  authorized  to  contract  for  and  purchase 
a  quantity  of  copper,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  fifty  tons;  and  that  the  said  Director,  as  soon 
as  the  needful  preparations  sliall  be  made,  cause 
the  copper  by  him  purchased  to  be  coined  at  the 
Mint  into  cents  and  half  cents,  pursuant  to  the 
**  Act  establishing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  Coins 
of  the  United  States ;"  and  that  the  said  cents  and 
half  cents,  as  thev  shall  be  coined,  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  thence  to  issue  into 
drcnlation. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  after 


the  expiration  of  six  calendar  months  from  the 
time  when  there  shall  have  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury  by  the  said  Director,  in  cents  and  half 
cents,  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  doUan, 
which  time  shall  forthwith  be  announced  by  the 
Treasurer  in  at  least  two  gazettes  or  newspaperi, 
publinhed  at  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  time  being,  no  eopper  eoics 
or  pieces  whatsoever,  except  the  said  cents  ted 
half  cent«,  shall  pass  current  as  money,  or  shall  be 
paid,  or  offered  to  be  paid,  or  received  in  payneat 
for  any  debt,  demand,  claim,  matter,  or  thing  what* 
soever ;  and  all  copper  coins  or  piecea,  except  the 
said  cents  and  half  cenU,  which  shall  be  paid  or 
offered  to  be  paid  or  received  in  payment  oontruj 
to  the  prohibition  aforesaid,  shall  ne  forfeited ;  and 
every  person  by  whom  any  of  them  shall  have  been 
so  paid,  or  offered  to  be  paid,  or  received  in  psy- 
ment,  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  dollars;  and 
the  said  forfeiture  and  penalty  shall  and  may  be  re- 
covered, with  costs  of  suit,  for  the  benefit  of  any 
person  or  persons  by  whom  information  of  the  in- 
curring thereof  shall  have  been  given. 
Approved,  May  8,  1792. 


An  Act  for  regulating  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  providing  compeosation  for  tbe  ofi- 
cers  of  the  said  Courts,  and  for  jurors  and 


Be  it  enacted,  dkc..  That  all  write  and  |»t»ee«Ms 
issuing  from  the  Supreme  or  a  Circuit  Court,  ataO 
bear  teste  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Sn|Hnefl» 
Court  (or  if  that  office  sluiU  be  vacant)  of  the  As- 
sociate Justice  next  in  precedence,  and  all  write 
and  processes  issuing  from  a  District  Court  shall 
bear  teste  of  the  Judge  of  such  Court  (or  if  that 
office  shall  be  vacant)  of  the  clerk  thereeC  which 
said  writs  and  processes  shall  be  under  the  seal  of 
the  Court  from  whence  they  issue,  and  signed  by 
the  clerk  thereofl  The  seals  shall  be  provided  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe 
form  of  writs,  executions,  and  other  proceaa,  ex- 
cept their  style  and  the  forms  and  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding in  suits,  in  those  of  Common  Law,  aball  be 
the  same  as  are  now  used  in  the  said  Courts  renpect- 
ively,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  aet  to 
regulate  processes  in  the  Courts  of  tbe  Uoited 
States  f  in  tliose  of  Equity  and  in  thof  e  of  Admi- 
ralty and  Maritime  jurisdiction,  accordin|r  to  the 
principles,  rules,  and  usages,  which  belong  to  Cooits 
of  Equity  and  to  Courts  of  Admiralty  respectively, 
as  contra-distinguished  from  Courts  of  ConraoD 
Law ;  except  so  far  as  may  have  been  provided  kr 
by  the  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  tbe 
United  States,  subject,  however,  to  such  altera- 
tions and  additions  as  the  said  Courts  reaper tively 
shall,  in  their  discretion,  deem  expedient,  or  to  sa^ 
regulations  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  shall  think  propner  from  time  to  time  by  raie 
to  prescribe  to  any  Circuit  or  District  Coort  coa. 
cerning  the  same:  Provided^  That,  on  judgoieets 
in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  where  differeat  kinds 
of  executions  are  issuable  in  succession,  a  eofiee 
ad  eati^adendum  being  one,  the  j^ntiif  shall 
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have  hia  election  to  take  oiU  a  eapia$  ad  tatitfo' 
eiendum  ia  the  first  instanee. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  net,  the  fees  and  com- 
peasatlons  to  the  several  officers  and  other  persons 
heceinafter  mentionedi  shall  be  as  follows;  that  is  to 
say  :  To  the  MaNhals  of  tiie  several  districts  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  service  of  any  writ,  war- 
rant, attachment,  or  process,  in  Chancery^  on  each 
person  named  in  the  same,  two  doliara;  for  his 
travel  out  in  serving  each  writ,  warrant,  attach- 
Bient,  or  process,  aforesaid,  five  cents  per  mile,  to 
be  computed  from  the  place  of  service  to  the  Court 
ivhere  the  writ  or  process  shall  be  returned ;  and 
if  more  persons  than  one  are  named  therein,  the 
travel  shall  be  computed  from  the  Court  to  the 
place  of  service  which  is  most  remote,  adding 
thereto  the  extra  travel  necessary  to  serve  it  on 
the  other:  Provided^  That  the  fee  for  travel,  where 
there  is  one  person  named  in  such  writ,  warrant, 
attaehraent,  or  process,  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
seven  dollars;  and  when  there  are  more  than  one 
the  fee  for  extra  travel  shall  not  exceed  one  dol- 
lar above  seven  dollars  for  each  person.    For  each 
bail-bond,  fifty  cents ;  for  selling  goods  and  vessels 
condemned,  and  receiving  and  paying  the  money, 
three  percent;  for  every  commitment  or  discharge 
of  a  prisoner,  fifty  cents ;  fur  summoning  witnesses, 
where  he  does  it,  each,  thirty  cents ;  for  summon- 
ing a  grand  or  petit  jary,  each,  three  dollars:  Pro- 
^idedf  That  in  those  States  where  jurors,  by  the 
laws  of  the  State,  are  drawn  by  constables  or  other 
officers  of  corporate  towns  or  places  by  lot,  the 
Marshals  shall  receive  for  the  use  of  such  consta- 
ble or  officers  the  fees  allowed  for  summoning  ju- 
ries; for  attending  the  Supreme,  Circuit,  or  Dis- 
trict Courts,  five  dollars  per  day,  and  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cents  per  mile  for  his  expenses  and  time  in 
traveling  from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of 
the  said  Courts ;  for  levying  an  execution,  and  for 
all  other  services,  not  herein  enumerated,  such  fees 
or  compensation  as  are  allo^yed  in  the  Supreme 
Co4]rt  of  the  State  where  the  services  shall  be 
rendered^    To  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  ten  dollars  per  day  for  his  at- 
tendance in  Court,  and  for  his  other  services  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  his  office,  double  the  fees  of 
the  clerk  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  that  State  in 
which  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  holden.    To  the  clerk  of  the  District  and 
Circuit  Court  such  fees  in  each  State  respective- 
ly as  are  allowed  in  the  Supreme  Courts  of  the 
same ;  and  five  dollars  per  day  for  his  attendance 
on  any  Circuit  or  District  Court,  and  at  the  rate 
of  ten  cents  per  mile  for  his  expenses  and  time  in 
traveling  from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of 
the  said  Courts.    And  in  case  any  Clerk  of  a  Court 
of  tlie  United  States  sliall,  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  office,  perform  anv  kind  of  service  which  is 
not  performeii  by  the  clerks  of  the  Courts  of  the 
State,  and  for  which  the  laws  of  the  State  make 
no  allowance,  the  Court  in  which  such  service 
shall  be  rendered  may  allow  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation therefor.    To  each  grand  and  petit  j  uror,  fifty 
cento  per  day  for  attending  in  Court,  and  for  tra- 
veling at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  every  mile  from 


their  respective  places  of  abode  to  the  place  where 
the  Court  ia  held,  and  the  like  allowance  for  re« 
taming.  To  witnesses  summoned  in  any  of  the , 
Courts  of  the  United  States  the  same  eompensa- ' 
tiona  in  each  State  respectively  as  are  allowed  in 
the  Supreme  Courts  of  the  same.  To  the  Attor- 
ney of  the  United  States  for  the  District,  such  fees 
in  each  State  respectively  as  are  allowed  in  the 
Supreme  Courts  of  the  same,  and  also  the  like  com- 
pensation for  traveling  as  is  above  allowed  to  the 
clerk  of  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts. 

Sbc.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Marshal  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  vessels  and 
goods  seized  by  any  officer  of  the  revenue,  and 
shall  be  allowed  such  compensation  therefor  as 
the  Court  may  judge  reasonable.  And  there  shall 
be  paid  to  the  Marshal  the  amount  of  the  expense 
for  fuel,  candles,  and  other  reasonablo  contingen- 
cies, that  may  accrue  in  holding  the  Courts  within 
his  District,  and  providing  the  books  necessary  to 
record  the  proceedings  thereof;  and  such  amount, 
as  also  the  compensations  aforesaid,  to  the  grand 
and  petit  jurors,  to  the  witnesses  summont^  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court  fur  his  attendance ;  to  the  clerks 
of  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  for  their  travel- 
ing and  attendance ;  to  the  Attorney  of  the  Dis- 
trict for  traveling  to  Court ;  to  the  Marshal  for  his 
attendance  at  Court;  for  summoning  grand  and 
petit  jurors  and  witnesses  in  behalf  of  any  prisoner 
to  be  tried  for  a  capital  oflfenco;  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  prisoners  confined  in  jail  for  any  criminal 
offi^nce,  and  for  the  commitment  or  discharge  of 
such  prisoner,  and  also  the  legal  fees  of  the  Clerk, 
Attorney,  and  Marshal,  in  criminal  prosecutions, 
shall  be  included  in  the  account  of  the  Marshal ; 
and  the  same  having  been  examined  and  certified 
by  the  Court,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  it,  in  which 
the  service  shall  have  been  rendered,  shall  be  pass- 
ed in  the  usual  manner  at,  and  the  amount  thereof 
paid  out  of,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  Marshal,  and  by  him  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
persons  entitied  to  the  same,  and  the  M.irshil  shall 
be  allowed  two  and  a-half  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
by  him  so  paid  over,  to  be  charged  in  his  future  ac- 
count 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  every 
prosecution  for  any  fine  or  forfeiture  incurred  un- 
der any  statutes  of  the  United  States,  if  judgment 
is  rendered  against  the  defendant  he  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  payment  of  costs;  and  on  every  con- 
viction for  any  other  offence,  not  capital,  the  Court 
may,  in  their  di^reUon,  award  that  the  defendiint 
shall  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution.  And  if  any  in- 
former or  plaintiff^  on  a  penal  statute,  to  whose 
benefit  the  penalty,  or  any  part  thereof,  if  recovered 
is  directed  oy  law  to  accrue,  shall  discontinue  his 
suit  or  prosecution,  or  shall  be  non-suit  in  the  same, 
or  if,  upon  trial,  a  verdict  shall  pons  for  the  defend- 
ant, the  Court  shall  award  to  the  defendant  his 
costs,  unless  such  informer  or  plaintiff  be  an  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States,  specially  authorized  to 
commence  such  prosecution,  and  the  Court  before 
whom  the  action  or  information  shall  be  tried,  shall, 
at  the  trial  in  open  Court,  certify,  upon  record,  that 
there  was  reasonable  cause  for  commencing  the 
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Mme,  in  which  cane  no  costs  sImII  be  wi^adged  to 
the  defendant 

Sbc.  6.  And  U  it  JuHKer  enacted.  That  the  fees 
and  compensations  to  the  severkl  officers  and  persons 
herein  before  mentioned,  other  than  those  which 
are  above  directed  to  be  pnid  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  recovered  in  like  man* 
ser  as  the  fees  of  the  officers  of  the  States  respec- 
tively for  like  services  are  recovered. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
officer  herein  before  mentioned,  or  his  deputy,  shall, 
by  reason  or  color  of  his  office,  wilfully  and  cor- 
ruptly demand  and  receive  any  ^rreater  fees  than 
those  allowed  bv  this  act,  he  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof  in  any  Court  of  the  United  States,  forfeit 
and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
or  be  imprisoned  -not  exceeding  six  months,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Conrt  before  whom  the  conviction 
■hall  be. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  fkiriher  enacted.  That  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An 
set  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time,  an  act 
passed  at  the  first  session  of  Congress,  entitled  *  An 
act  to  regulate  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States;*"  and  also  another  act  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act  provkKng 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  Judicial  Courte 
of  the  United  States  snd  for  jurors  and  witnesses 
and  for  other  parposes,"  be  and  the  same  are  here- 
by repealed. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  lliat  it  riiafl 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  CoOrt  of 
the  United  States  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the  clerks 
of  the  several  Circuit  Courts  the  form  of  a  writ  of 
error,  to  be  approved  by  any  two  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
clerks  of  the  said  Circuit  Courts  to  issue  writs  of 
error  agreeably  to  such  forms,  as  nearly  as  the  case 
may  admit,  under  the  seal  of  the  said  CircuftCourts, 
returnable  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  may 
issue  such  writs,  in  pursusnce  of  the  act,  entitled 
**An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States.** 

Sec.  10.  And  he  itfktrther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  clerks  of  the  District 
and  Circuit  Courts,  in  the  absence,  or  in  case  of 
the  disability,  of  the  Judges,  to  take  recognizances 
of  special  bail,  (2a  hene  ee$e,  in  any  action  dependmg 
In  either  of  the  said  Courts,  and  also  the  affidavits 
of  all  surveyors  relative  to  their  reports,  and  to  ad- 
minister oaths  to  all  persons  identifying  papers 
found  on  board  of  vessels  or  elsewhere,  to  be  used 
on  trials  in  Admhraltvcanses. 

Sec.  1 1.  And  he  %t  fkHher  enacted.  That,  in  all 
suits  and  actions  in  any  District  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  which  it  shall  appear  that  the  Judge 
of  such  Court  is,  any  ways,  concerned  in  interest, 
or  has  been  of  counsel,  for  either  part?,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  Judge,  on  application  of  either 
partv,  to  cause  the  fact  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  toe  Court,  and  also  to  order  an  authenticated 
copy  thereof,  with  all  the  proceedings  in  such  suit 
or  action,  to  be  forthwith  certified  to  the  next  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  District,  which  Circuit  Court 
sballt  thereupon,  take  cognizance  thereof,  in  the 


like  manner,  as  if  it  had  been  orig^mliy  eovHDeneed 
in  that  Court,  and  shall  proceed  to  hear  mad  deter- 
mine  the  same  accordingly. 

Sec.  la.  And  he  it  further  enaetsd,  Tltst  all  the 
records  and  proceedings  of  the  Courl  of  Appeals 
heretofore  appointed,  previous  to  the  adopt  ten  of 
the  present  Constitotion,  shall  be  depiositea  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Sapreme  Co>art  ef  the 
United  States,  who  is  hereby  antlKwucd  and  di- 
reeted  to  give  copies  of  all  seeh  records  and  pro- 
ceedings, to  any  person  reqiriring  and  paying  far 
the  same«  in  like  manner  as  copies  of  the  reeoids 
and  other  proceedings  of  the  said  Covri  are  by 
law  directed  to  be  given :  wbieh  copies  ehall  haie 
like  faith  and  credit  as  al(  other  jtfoeeedliigs  of  the 
said  Court 

Approved,  May  8v  17dd. 


An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  Natii 
Defence,  by  establlalin^  an  ttni£onn  Miliiis  throu^ 
out  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sc,^  That  each  and  every  free 
able-bodied  white  male  citizen  of  the  respective 
States,  resident  therein,  who  U  or  shall  be  of  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five 
years,  (except  as  hereinafter  excepted)  shall  seve- 
rally, and  re.Hpectively,  be  enrolled  io  the  Militia 
by  the  Captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  com- 
pany, within  whose  bounds  socfa  citizen  shall  re- 
side, and  that  within  twelve  months  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  And  it  shsill  at  all  tioses  here- 
after be  the  duty  of  %serf  such  Captain  €>r  com- 
manding officer  of  a  company,  to  enrol  every  soch 
citizen,  as  aforesaid,  and  also  those  who  shstl,  fraai 
time  to  time,  arrive  at  the  age  of  eigfateeo  years, 
or  being  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  sod  under 
the  age  of  forty-five  years  (except  as  before  ex- 
cepted) shall  come  to  reside  within  his  hounds; 
and  shall  without  delay  notify  ssch  citizen  of  the 
sard  enrolment,  by  a  proper  non-eoofemissaoDed 
officer  of  the  company,  by  whom  sach  notice  may 
be  proved.  That  every  citizen,  so  eDrolled  and 
notified,  shall,  vrithin  ^z  months  thereafter,  pro- 
vide liinrself  with  a  good  mnsket  or  firelock,  a  ssf- 
ficient  bayonet  and  belt,  two  spare  flints,  snd  a 
knapHnck,  a  pouch  with  a  box  therein  t»  contaai 
not  less  than  twenty-four  cartridges,  soiled  to  the 
bore  of  his  muskmt  or  firelock,  eaeh  Aimridge  to 
contain  a  proper  qfuantity  of  powder  and  ball ;  or 
with  a  good  rifie,  knapsack,  shot-pouch  and  pow- 
der-born, twenty  bulls  suited  to  the  bore  of  his  rifles 
and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  powder;  and  shall  ap> 
pear,  so  armed,  accoutred,  and  provided,  wbea 
called  out  to  exercise  or  into  serviee,  exeept,  that 
when  called  out  on  company  days  to  exenftse  eoly; 
he  may  appear  without  a  knapsack.  ThM  tiM 
commissioned  officers  shall  severally  be  simed  with 
a  aword  or  hanger,  and  espontoon ;  snd  that,  from 
and  after  five  years  from  the  passing  of  this  set 
all  muskets  for  arming  the  Militia  as  is  herein  re- 
quired, shall  be  of  bores  sufficient  for  bolls  of  the 
eighteenth  part  of  a  pound:  and  every  citizen  so 
enrolled,  and  providing  himself  with  the  arms,  anr- 
munition,  and  accoutrements,  required  as  sforesudy 
shall  hold  the  same  exempted  trom  sU  snils^dis* 
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tresRes,  executions,  or  mhs  for  debt,  of  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tszes. 

Ssa  3.  And  h4  it  Atrther  enacted^  Thai  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  the  oflBcerSi 
Jadicial  and  BzecutiTS,  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  the  memhers  of  both  Houses  of 
Cong;reB8,  and  their  resf^eetiTe  officers;  allcnstomh 
house  officers,  with  tbeir  clerks;  all  post-Offloers, 
and  stage-driverSi  who  tfe  employed  in  the  cAre 
and  conveyance  of  the  mail  of  the  Post  Office  of 
the  United  States;  all  ferry-men  employed  at  any 
ferrx  on  the  Post  Roads;  all  inspectors  of  ex* 
ports;  all  prlots;  all  mariners  actually  employed  in 
the  8ea-«ervice  of  any  citizen  or  merchant  within 
the  United  States  {  and  all  persons  who  now  are 
or  may  hereafter  be  exempted  by  the  laws  of  the 
respective  States,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  exempt^ 
ed  from  Iftlitia  duty,  notwithstanding  their  being 
above  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  under  the  age  of 
forty-five  yciars. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  within 
one  year  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Militia 
of  the  respective  States  Sail  be  arranged  into  di-^ 
visions,  brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  com* 
panics,  as  the  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  dhnect ; 
and  each  division,  brigade,  and  regiment,  shall  be 
numbered  at  the  formation  thereof;  and  a  record 
made  of  such  numbers  in  the  Adjutant  General*s 
office  in  the  State ;  and  when  in  the  field,  or  in 
service  in  the  State,  each  division,  brigade,  and 
regiment  shall,  i«^>ectivel^,  take  rank  according 
to  tbeir  numbers,  reckoning  the  first  or  lowest 
number  highest  in  rank.  Tliat  if  the  same  be  con« 
▼enient,  ^ch  bri^e  shall  consist  of  fbur  re* 
giments;  eadi  regiment  of  two  battalions;  each 
battalion  of  five  oomoanies ;  each  company  of  six* 
ty-four  privates.  Toat  the  said  MiKtia  shall  be 
officered  by  the  respective  States,  as  follows :  To 
each  division,  one  Jdbgor  General  and  two  Aids- 
de-Camp,  with  the  rank  of  Maior;  to  each  bri- 
gade, one  Brigadier  General  with  one  Brigade  In- 
fipector,  to  serve  also  as  Brigade  Major,  with  the 
rank  of  a  Major;  to  each  regiment,  one  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Commandant;  and  to  each  battalion,  one 
Major;  to  each  company:  <Hie  Captain,  one  Lieu- 
tenant, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
one  Drummer,  and  one  Fifer  or  Bugler.  That  there 
shall  be  a  regimental  stafi^,  to  consist  of  one  Adju- 
tant, and  one  Quartermaster,  to  rank  as  Lieute- 
nants; one  Paymaster;  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Sur* 
geonVMate;  one  Sergeant-Major;  one  Drum- 
Major,  and  one  Fife-Major. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  out  of 
the  Militia  enrolled,  as  is  herein  directed,  there  shall 
be  formed  for  each  battalion,  at  least  one  company 
of  grenadier^  light  infantry,  or  riflemen ;  apd  that 
to  each  division  there  shall  be,  at  least,  one  com- 
pany of  artillery,  and  one  troop  of  horse.  There 
shall  be  to  each  company  of  artiUerv,  one  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  four  Sergeants,  n>ur  Corporals, 
six  Gunners,  six  Bombardiers,  one  Drummer,  and 
one  Fifer.  The  officers  to  be  armed  with  a  sword 
or  hanger,  a  fusee,  bayonet  and  belt,  with  a  car- 
tridge box  to  contain  twelve  cartridges ;  and  each 
private  or  matross  shall  furnish  himself  with  all 
the  equipments  of  a  private  in  the  infantry,  until 


proper  ordnance  and  fleAd  artillery  is  provided. 
There  shall  be  to  each  troop  of.  horse,  one  Cap' 
tain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Comet,  four  Sergeants, 
four  Corponls,  one  Sadler,  one  Farrier,  and  one 
Trumpeter.  The  commissioned  officer^  to  furnish 
themselves  with  good  horses  of,  at  least  fourteen 
haa^  and  an  hi^  high,  and  to  be  armed  with  a 
sword  and  pairof  pistols,  the  bolsters  of  which  to  be 
covered  with  bevrekin  caps.  Each  dragoon  to 
fkimish  himself  with  a  serviceable  horse,  at  least 
fourteen  hands  and  an  half  high,  a  good  saddle, 
bridle,  mail-pillion,  and  valise,  holsters,  .and  a 
breast-plate  and  crupper, »  pair  of  boots  and  spurs^ 
a  pair  of  pintols^  a  sabre,  and  cartridge  box  to  con- 
tam  twelve  cartridges  for  pistols.  That  each  com- 
pany of  artnieiy  and  troop  of  horse  shall  be  form* 
ed  of  volunteers  from  the  brigide,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Gommanderwin-Chief  of  the  State,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  company  each  to  a  regiment,  nor  rtore 
in  number  than  one-eleventh  part  of  the  infantry, 
and  riian  be  uniformly  clothed  in  regimentals^  to 
be  fm-nished  at  their  own  expense ;  the  color  and 
fashion  to  be  determined  by  the  Brigadier  com» 
mending  the  brigade  to  which  they  belong. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tfant  eaell 
battalion  and  regiment  shall  be  provided  with  the 
State  and  regimental  colors  by  the  field  offloers^ 
and  each  company  with  a  drum  and  fife  or  bugle 
bom,  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  company, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  respect- 
ive States  shall  dh^ct 

Sac.  fi.  And  be  it  further  enaetfd.  That-  there 
shall  be  an  Adjutant  General  appointed  in  each 
State,  whose  dotr  it  shall  be  to  distribute  all  op- 
ders  frofld  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State 
to  the  severri  corps;  to  attend  all  public  reviews, 
when  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State  shall 
review  the  Militia,  or  any  part  thereof;  to  obey  all 
orders  from  him  relative  to  ciMrying  into  execu- 
tion and  perfecting  the  system  of  military  diseip^- 
line  esublished  by  this  act ;  to  fUroish  blank  fbrms 
of  different  returns  that  may  be  require,  and  to 
explain  the  principles  on  which  they  should  be 
made;  to  receive  frbm  the  severaf  officers  of  the 
different  corps  throughout  the  State,  returns  of  the 
Militia  under  their  command,  reporting  the  actual 
situation  of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammu- 
nition, their  delinquencies,  and  every  other  thinr 
which  relates  to  the  general  advancement  of  good 
order  and  discipline.  All  which,  the  several  offi- 
cers of  the  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  bat- 
talions, are  hereby  required  to  make  in  the  usual 
manner,  so  that  the  said  Adjutant  General  may  be 
duly  furnished  therewith.  From  all  which  returns 
he  shaH  make  proper  abstracts,  and  lay  the  same 
annually  before  tne  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
SUte. 

Ssa  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted;,  That  the  rules 
of  discipline  approved  and  established  by  Con- 
gress, in  their  resolution  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
March,  1779,  shall  be  the  rules  of  discipline  to  be 
observed  by  the  Militia  throughout  the  United 
States,  except  such  deviations  from  the  said  rules, 
as  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  requisitions 
of  this  act,  or  by  some  other  unavoidable  circum- 
stances.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commanding 
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officer  at  every  muster,  whether  by  batUh'on,  regi- 
ment, or  single,  company,  to  cause  the  Militia  to 
be  exercised  and  trained  agreeably  to  the  said  rules 
of  discipline. 

SEa  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  com- 
missioned officers  shall  take  rank  according  to  the 
date  of  their  commissions ;  and  when  two  of  the 
same  grade  bear  an  equal  date,  then  their  rank  to 
be  determined  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  them  before 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade,  regiment, 
battalion,  company^  or  detachment 

Sec.  9.  Ana  be  tt  further  emitted.  That  if  any 

Serson,  whether  officer  or  soldier,  belonging  to  the 
[ilitia  of  any  State,  and  called  out  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  be  wounded  or  disabled 
while  in  actual  service,  he  shall  be  taken  care  of 
and  provided  for  at  the  public  expense. 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Brigade  Inspector  to  attend  the 
regimental  and  battalion  meetings  of  the  Militia 
composing  their  several  brigades,  during  the  time 
of  their  being  under  arms,  to  inspect  .their  arms, 
ammunition,  and  accoutrements;  superintend  their 
exercise  and  manosuvres,  and  introduce  the  sys- 
tem of  military  discipline  before  described  through- 
out the  brigade,  agreeably  to  law,  and  such  orders 
as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State ;  to  make  returns 
to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  at  least  once 
in  every  year,  of  the  Militia  of  the  brigade  to 
which  he  belongs,  reporting  therein  the  actual 
fiituation  of  th^  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammuni- 
tion of  the  several  corps,  and  every  other  thing 
which,  in  his  judgment^  may  relate  to  their  go- 
vernment and  the  general  advancement  of  good 
order  and  military  discipline;  and  the  Adjutant 
Oeneral  shall  nuike  a  return  of  all  the  Militia  of  the 
State,  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said  State, 
and  a  duplicate  of  the  same  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

And  whereas  sundry  corps  of  artillery,  cavalry, 
and  infantry,  now  exist  in  several  of  the  said  States, 
which,  by  the  laws,  customs,  or  usages  thereof, 
have  not  been  incorporated  with  or  subject  to  the 
general  regulations  of  the  Militia — 

Sec.  Ih  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  corps 
retain  their  accustomed  privileges,  subject,  never- 
thelesa,  to  all  other  duties  required  by  this  act, 
in  like  manner  with  the  other  Militia. 

Approved,  May  8,  1792. 

An  Act  respecting  the  (Government  of  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  and  South  of  the  River 
Ohio. 

J3e  it  enacted,  <Sic,  That  the  laws  of  the  Territo- 
ry Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  that  have  been  or 
hereafter  n^y  be  enacted  by  the  Governor  and 
Judges  thereof,  shall  be  printed  under  the  direction 


of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  two  hundred  copies 
thereof,  together  with  ten  sets  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  shall  l>e  delivered  to  the  said  Go- 
vernor and  Judges,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
inhabitants,  for  uieir  information ;  and  that  a  like 
number  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Ter- 
ritory Southwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Go- 
vernor and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  ftuthorixed 
to  repeal  their  laws  by  them  made,  wheosq^vcr 
the  same  may  be  found  to  l>e  improper. 

Ssa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cial duties  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  said  Territories 
shall  be  under  the  control  of  such  laws,  as  are  or 
may  be  in  force  in  the  said  Territories^ 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  one 
of  the  Supreme  or  Superior  Judges  of  the  sud 
Territories,  in  the  absence  of  the  other  Judges,  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  authorised  to  hold  a  Court. 

SEa  5.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  provide  proper  seals  for  the  seve- 
ral and  respective  public  offices  in  the  said  Terri- 
tories. 

Sb&  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
limitation  act,  passed  by  the  Governor  and  Jod{?es 
of  the  said  Territory,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  e%faty 
eight,  be  and  hereby  is  disapproved. 

Ssa  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  John  Cleves  Symmes  and 
George  Turner,  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, in  sending  an  express,  and  in  purchasing  a 
boat  to  go  the  Circuit,  in  the  year  one  thoosaod 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  shaU  be  Hqoidated  by 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  8,  1792* 

Beeoked,  dkc..  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury cause  to  be  provided,  for  the  use  of  the  seve- 
ral collectors  in  the  United  States,  printed  clear- 
ances, on  the  back  whereof  shall  be  a  printed 
account  of  the  methods  which  have  t>een  found  to 
answer  for  obtaining  fVesh,  from  salt  water,  and  of 
constructing  extempore  stills,  of  such  implemeDts 
as  are  generally  on  board  of  every  vesseJ^  with  a 
recommendation,  in  all  cases,  where  they  shall 
have  occasion  to  resort  to  this  expedient  for  ob> 
tainlng  water,  to  publish  the  result  of  their  trial  io 
some  gazette,  on  their  return  to  the  United  States^ 
or  to  communicate  it  for  publication  to  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that  others  may, 
by  their  success,  be  encouraged  to  make  similar 
trials,  and  be  benefited  by  any  improvements^  cr 
new  ideas,  which  may  occur  to  them  in  prectK9e» 

Approved,  May  8,  1792. 
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^  Act  ooaoeniiiig  the  Ref^istering  and  Recording  of 

Ships  or  Veaselaw 

Be  it  enaeUdj  d£e.,  That  ships  or  yessels  which 
hail  have  beeu  registered  by  Tirtue  of  the  act, 
entitled  '*  An  act  for  registering  and  clearing  Tes- 
lela,  regulatine  the  coasting-tnidey  and  for  other 
mrposes,'^  and  those  which,  after  the  last  day  of 
tiarch  next,  shall  be  registered  pursuant  to  this 
ict,  and  no  other,  (except  sach  as  shall  be  duly 
lusilified  according  to  law  for  carrying  on  the 
toasting-trade  and  fisheries,  or  one  of  them,)  shall 
>e  denominated  and  deemed  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
Jnited  States,  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  privileges 
ippertaining  to  such  ships  or  vessels :  Provi4&d^ 
That  they  shall  not  continue  to  enjoy  the  same 
onger  than  they  shall  continue  to  be  wholly  owned 
md  to  be  commanded  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
(aid  Statea 

Sza  2.  And  be  it  fnrther  enacted^  That  ships 
>r  vessels  built  within  the  United  States,  whether 
>efore  or  after  the  Fourth  of  JuJy,  one  thousand 
;even  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  belonging 
ivbolly  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof  or  not 
milt  within  the  said  States,  but  on  the  sixteenth 
lay  of  May,  in  the  jear  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
Ired  and  eighty-nme,  belonging,  and  thenceforth 
M>ntinuing  to  belong  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof, 
ind  ships  or  vessels  which  may  hereafter  be  cap- 
ured  in  war  by  such  dtizen  or  citizens,  and  law- 
ally  condemned  as  prize,  or  which  have  been  or 
nay  be  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  for  a  breach  of  the 
aws  of  the  United  States,  being  wholly  owned  by 
k  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  and  no  other,  may  be 
■«gistered  as  hereinafter  directed :  Provided,  That 
lo  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  be  so 
■egistered,  or,  if  registered,  to  the  benefits  thereof, 
f  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  of  the 
Jnited  States  who  usually  resides  in  a  foreign 
K>untry,  during  the  continuance  of  such  residence, 
inless  such  citizen  be  in  the  capacity  of  a  Consul 
>f  the  United  States,  or  an  agent  for,  and  a  partner 
n,  some  bouse  of  trade  or  co-partnership,  consist- 
ng  of  citizens  of  the  said  States,  actually  carrying 
m  trade  within  the  said  States :  And  provuiedl 
fuTtker,  that  no  ship  or  vessel  built  within  the 
Jaited  States  prior  to  the  said  sixteenth  day  of 
tfay,  which  was  not  then  owned  whoUy  or  in  part 
>y  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall 
>e  capable  of  being  registered  by  virtue  of  any 
ransfer  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  which  may  hereafter 
)e  made,  unless  by  way  of  prize  or  forfeiture: 
Provided^  neverthelue,  that  this  shall  not  be  con. 
itrued  to  prevent  the  registering  anew  of  any  ship 
)r  vessel  which  was  before  registered  pursuant  to 
he  act  before  mentioned. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  that  every 
ihip  or  vessel  hereafter  to  be  registered,  (except 
18  is  hereinafter  provided,)  shall  bQ  registered  by 
the  collector  of  the  district  in  which  shall  be  com- 
prehended the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel 


shall  belong  at  the  time  of  her  registry,  which 
port  shall  l^  deemed  to  be  that  at  or  nearest  to 
which  the  owner,  if  there  be  but  one,  or,  if  more 
than  one,  the  husband  or  acting  and  managing 
owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel  usually  resides ;  and 
the  name  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and  of  the 
port  to  which  she  shall  so  belong,  shall  be  painted 
on  her  stern,  on  a  black  ground,  in  white  letters, 
of  not  less  than  three  inches  in  length  ;  and  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  shall  be  found 
without  having  her  name  and  the  name  of  the 
port  to  which  she  belongs  painted  in  manner 
aforesaid,  the  owner  or  owners  shall  forfeit  fifty 
dollars,  one-half  to  the  person  giving  the  informa- 
tion thereof,  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Sec.  4  An&  be  it  further  enaeted,  That,  in  order 
to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the 
owner,  or  by  one  of  the  owners  thereof,  before  the 
ofiicer  authorized  to  make  such  registry,  who  is 
hereby  empowered  to  administer  the  same,  de- 
claring, according  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge 
and  beliief  of  the  person  so  swearing  or  affirm ing, 
the  name  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  her  burden,  the 
place  where  she  was  built,  if  built  within  the 
United  States,  and  the  year  in  which  she  was 
built,  and.  if  built  within  the  United  States  before 
the  said  sixteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  that  she  was  then  owned^ 
wholly  or  in  part,  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  if  not  built  within  the  said 
States,  that  she  was,  on  the  said  sixteenth  day  of 
May,  and  ever  since  hath  continued  to  be,  the  en- 
tire propertr  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  or  tnat  she  was,  at  some  time  posterior  to 
the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  [specify- 
ing the  said  time,]  captured  in  war  by  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  said  States,  and  lawfully  condemned 
as  prize,  [producing  a  copy  of  the  sentence  of 
condemnation,  authenticated  in  the  usual  forms,] 
or  that  she  has  been  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  for  a 
breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  [pro^ 
ducing  a  like  copy  of  the  sentence  whereby  she 
shall  have  been  so  adjudged,]  and  declaring  his  or 
her  name  and  place  of  abode,  and,  if  he  or  she  be 
the  sole  owner  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  that  such 
is  the  case ;  or,  if  there  be  another  owner  or  other 
owners,  that  there  is  or  are  such  other  owner  or 
owners,  specifying  his,  her,  or  their  name  or 
names,  and  place  or  places  of  abode,  and  that  he, 
she,  or  they,  as  the  case  may  be,  so  swearing  or 
affirming,  is  or  are  citizens  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  where  an  owner  resides  in  a  foreign  country, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  Consul  of  the  United  States, 
or  as  an  agent  for,  and  a  partner  in,  a  house  or  co- 
partnership, consisting  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  actually  carrying  on  trade  within  the 
United  States,  that  such  is  the  case,  and  that  there 
is  no  subject  or  citizen  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
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State,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  way  of  trust,  con- 
fidence, or  otherwise,  interested  in  such  ship  or 
Teasel,  or  in  the  profits  or  issuer  thereof,  and  that 
the  master  or  commander  thereof  is  a  dtizen, 
naming  the  said  master  or  commander,  and  stating 
the  means  whereby,  or  manner  in  which  he  is  so 
si  citizen ;  and,  in  case  any  of  the  matters  of  fact 
in  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  alleged,  which  shall 
be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  party  so  swearing 
6r  affirming,  shaH  not  be  true,  there  shall  be  a  for- 
feiturb  of  the  ship  or  yessel,  together  with  her 
tackle,  furniture,  and  apparel,  in  respect  to  which 
the  same  shall  have  been  made,  or  of  the  value 
thereof,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  of  the 
person  by  Whom  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
have  been  made:  Protided  altBays,  That  if  the 
mast^  or  person  having-  the  charge  or  command 
ofsiich  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  within  the  district 
itfbresaid,  when  applicatibn  shall  be  made  for  re- 
gistering the  same,  he  shall  himself  make  oath  or 
Affirmation,  instead  of  the  said  owner,  touching 
his  being  a  citizen,  and  the  means  whereby,  or 
manner  in  which,  he  is  so  a  citizSn;  ia  which 
Case,  if  what  the  said  master  or  person  having  the 
said  charge  or  command  shall  so  swe&r  or  affirm 
shall  not  be  true,  the  forfeittire  aforesaid  shall  not 
be  incurred,  but  he  shall  himself  forfeit  and  pay, 
by  reason  thereof,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars: And  pr&vided  further^  That,  in  the  calM  of 
a  ship  or  vessel,  built  within  the  United  States 
prior  to  the  sixteenth  day  of  May  aforesaid,  which 
was  not  then  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  but  which,  by  virtue  of  a  transfei" 
to  such  citizen  or  citizens,  shall  have  been  regis- 
tered pursuant  to  the  act  before  mentioned,  the 
oath  or  affirmation  hereby  required  shall  and  may 
be  varied,  according  to  the  triith  of  the  ctoe,  as 
often  as  it  shall  be  requisite  to  grant  a  new  register 
for  such  ship  or  vessel 

Sa?.  5.  And  he  it  fUrther  enaeted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  every  owner,  resident  within  the 
United  States,  of  any  ship  oi'  vessel  to  which  a 
certificate  of  registry  may  be  gtanted  (in  case 
fliere  be  more  than  one  such  owner)  to  transmit 
to  the  collector  who  may  have  granted  the  same 
*  like  oath  or  affirmation  with  that  hereinbefore 
directed  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the  owner, 
en  whose  application  such  certificate  shall  have 
been  granted,  and  within  ninety  days  atter  the 
game  may  have  been  so  granted ;  Which  oath  or 
affirmation  may,  at  the  opition  of  the  party,  be 
taken  and  subscribed,  either  before  the  said  col- 
lector, or  before  the  collector  of  some  other  dis- 
trict, or  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  or  a  District 
Court  of  the  United  States,  or  of  a  Superior  Court 
of  original  jurisdiction  of  some  one  of  the  States; 
and  if  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  not  be  taken, 
aubscribed  and  transmitted,  as  is  herein  required, 
the  certificate  of  registry  granted  to  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  (brfeit  and  void. 

Ssa  9.  And  he  it  further  enaeted,  That,  before 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  registered,  she  shall  be 
measured  by  a  surveyor,  if  there  be  one,  or  by  the 
person  he  shall  appoint,  at' the  fiort  or  place  where 
the  said  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  andi  if  there  be 
none,  by  such  person  as  the  oolleetor  of  ihe  dis- 


trict within  which  she  may  be  shall  appoint,  l^ 
cording  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  forty-tiiird 
section  of  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  pn>ri4e 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  dotia 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchiodise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  yessels  ;*'  and  the  officer  or  persoo 
by  whom  such  admeasurement  shall  be  made 
shall,  for  the  information  of,  and  as  a  voocber  to, 
the  officer  by  whom  the  registry  is  to  be  isadr, 
grant  a  certificate,  spedfying  the  build  of  socfa 
ship  or  vessel,  her  number  of  decks  and  masts,  her 
length,  breadth,  depth,  the  number  of  tons  she 
measures,  and  8uchi>ther  particulars  as  areasoSr 
descriptive  of  the  identity  of  a  ship  or  vessd ;  tad 
that  her  name  and  the  place  to  which  she  bdoe^ 
are  painted  on  her  stem,  in  manner  required  bj6t 
third  section  of  this  act ;  which  oertiflcite  sbiC 
be  countersigtied  by  an  owner,  or  by  the  niftstterof 
such  ship  or  vessel,  or  by  some  other  person  vbo 
shall  attend  her  admeasurement  on  behalf  of  her 
owner  or  owners,  in  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the 
particulars  therein  contained ;  without  which  ti» 
said  certificate  shall  not  be  valid ;  but,  in  all  cue 
where  a  ship!  or  vessel  has  before  beim  registered 
as  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States^  it  shall  sot 
be  necessary  to  measure  her  anew  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  another  register,  except  such  ship  <f 
vessel  shall  haye  undergone  some  alteration,  is  to 
her  burden,  subsequent  to  the  time  of  her  fbnaff 
registry. 

Sbc.  7.  AruL  he  it  fwrthar  enaeied,  That,  pn^ 
vious  to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vesR),  the 
husband  or  acting  and  managing  owner,  togethtf 
with  the  master  thereof,  and  one  or  more  mreties, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  the  dintrid 
whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such  r^stry,  shall  In- 
come bound  to  the  United  States,  if  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  of  burden  not  exceeding  fifty  ton^ 
in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars;  if  of  bordn 
above  fifty  tons,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred, 
in  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  ;  if  of  bardeo 
above  one  hundred  tons,  and  not  exceeding  tvo 
hundred,  in  the  sum  of  twcAve  hundred  doflvs; 
if  of  burden  above  two  hundred  tons,  and  Dot 
exceeding  three  hundred,  in  the  gum  of  sixten 
hundred  dollars ;  and  If  of  burden  exceeding  thm 
hundred  tons,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousmd  ddtei; 
with  condition,  in  each  case,  that  the  certi6c^ 
of  such  registry  shall  be  solely  used  for  the  s)^ 
or  vessel  for  which  it  is  grant^  and  shall  not  be 
sold,  lent,  or  otherwise  disposed  o^  to  anj  per^ 
or  persons  whomsoever;  and  that  in  case  soea 
ship  or  ressel  shall  be  lost,  or  taken  by  an  eog^h 
burnt,  or  brdken  up,  or  shall  be  otherwise  p(^ 
vented  from  returning  to  the  port  to  whidi  s^ 
may  belong,  the  satid  certificate,  if  preserved,  M 
be  deliver^  up  within  eight  days  alter  the  arrifal 
of  the  master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  ctn* 
mand  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  within  any  d^ 
of  the  United  SUtes,  to  the  collectdr  of  sflch  <£»• 
trict :  and  that  if  any  fot^signer,  or  any  persea « 
persons,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  ford^i 
shall  purchase^  or  otherwise  become  entitled  to 
the  whole,  or  any  part  or  share  of,  or  interest  in, 
anch  ship  or  yessel,  the  same  being  within*^ 
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net  of  the  United  States,  tbe  eaid  certificate  shall, 
n  such  case,  within  seven  days  after  such  pur- 
chase, change,  or  transfer  of  property,  be  delivered 
ip  to  the  collector  of  the  said  district ;  and  that  if 
uiy  such  purchase,  change,  or  transfer  of  proper- 
y,  shall  happen  when  such  ship  or  yessel  shall  be 
it  any  foreign  port  or  place,  or  at  sea,  then  the 
said  master,  or  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand thereof,  shall,  within  eight  days  after  his 
irrival  within  anv  district  of  the  United  States, 
ieliver  up  the  said  certificate  to  the  collector  of 
such  district ;  and  eyerv  such  certificate,  so  deli- 
vered up,  shall  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  cancelled,  who,  if 
the  same  shall  have  been  delivered  up  to  a  col- 
lector other  than  of  the  district  in  which  it  was 
granted,  shall  cause  notice  of  such  deliyery  to  be 
given  to  the  collector  of  the  said  district 

Sec.  8.  And  le  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  or- 
der to  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vessel  which, 
after  the  last  day  of  March  next  shall  be  built 
within  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  necessary  to 
produce  a  certificate,  under  the  hand  of  the  prin- 


the  person  by  whom  she  shall  have  been  surveyed 
or  admeasured]  having  certified  that  the  said  ship 
or  vessel  has  [inserting  here  the  number  of  decks] 
and  [inserting  here  the  number  of  masts]  and  that 
her  length  is  [inserting  here  the  number  of  feet] 
her  breadth  [inserting  here  the  number  of  feet] 
her  depth  [inserting  here  the  number  of  feet]  ana 
that  she  measures  [inserting  here  her  number  of 
tons]  that  she  is  [describing  here  the  particular 
kind  of  yessel,  whether  ship,  brigantine,  snow, 
schooner,  sloop,  or  whatever  else,  together  with 
her  build,  and  specifying  whether  she  has  any,  or 
no  gallery  or  head]  and  the  ^aid  [naming  the  own- 
er, or  the  master,  or  other  person  acting  in  behalf 
of  the  owner  or  owners,  by  whom  the  certificate 
of  admeasurement  shall  have  been  countersigned 
as  aforesaid]  having  agreed  to  the  description  and 
admeasurement  above  specified,  and  sufficient  se- 
curity having  been  given,  according  to  the  said 
act,  the  said  ship  or  vessel  has  been  duly  regis- 
tered at  the  port  of  [naming  the  port  where  regis- 
tered.] Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  [naming 
the  said  port]  this  [inserting  the  particular  day] 


cipal    or    master-carpenter,  by  whom  or  under    day  of  [naming  the  month]  in  the  year  [specifying 


whose  direction  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  have 
been  built,  testifying  that  she  was  built  by  him, 
or  under  his  direction,  and  specifying  the  place 
where,  the  time  when,  and  the  person  or  persons 
for  whom,  and  describing  her  build,  number  of 
decks  and  masts,  length,  breadth,  depth,  tonnage, 
and  such  other  circumstances  as  are  usually  de- 
scriptive of  the  identity  of  a  ship  or  vessel;  which 


the  number  of  the  year  in  words  at  length 
Provided^  That  if  the  master  or  person  having  the 
charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall, 
himself^  have  made  oath  or  affirmation  touching 
his  being  a  citizen,  the  wording  of  the  said  certifi- 
cate shall  be  varied  so  as  to  be  conformable  to  the 
truth  of  the  case :  And  provided^  That  where  a 
new  certificate  of  registry  is  granted,  in  conse- 


certificate  shall  be  sufficient  to  authorize  the  re-    quence  of  any  transfer  of  a  ship  or  a  vessel,  the 
moval  of  a  new  vessel   from   the  district  where    words  shall  be  so  varied  as  to  refer  to  the  former 


she  may  be  built  to  another  district,  in  the  same 
or  an  adjoining  State,  where  the  owner  or  owners 
actually  reside,  provided  it  be  with  ballast  only. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  matters  herein  before  required  having  been 
complied  with,  in  order  to  the  registering  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  the  collector  of  the  district  compre- 
hending the  port  to  which  she  shall  belong,  shall 
make  and  keep,  in  some  proper  book,  a  record  or 
regiHtry  thereof,  and  shall  grant  an  abstract  or  cer- 
tificate of  such  record  or  registry,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  in  the  form  following : 

**  In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  entitled  '  An  act  con- 
cerning the  registering  and  recording  of  ships  or 
vessels,*  [inserting  here  the  name,  occupation,  and 


certificate  of  registry,  for  her  admeasurement. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted,  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  collectors  of  the  several  districts, 
a  sufficient  number  of  forms  of  the  said  certifi- 
cates of  registry,  attested  under  the  seal  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  hand  of  the  Register  thereof, 
with  proper  blanks,  to  be  filled  by  the  said  collect- 
ors, respectively,  by  whom  also  the  said  certifi- 
cates shall  be  signed  and  sealed  before  they  shall 
be  issued;  and  where  there  is  a  naval  officer  at 
any  port,  they  shall  be  countersigned  by  him ; 
and  where  there  is  a  surveyor,  but  no  naval  offi- 
cer, they  shall  be  countersigned  by  him ;  and  a 
copy  of  each  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Re- 


place of  abode  of  the  person  by  whom  the  oath    gister,  who  shall  cause  a  record  to  be  kept  of  the 
or  affirmation   aforesaid  shall  have   been  made,]   same. 


having  taken  or  subscribed  the  oath  (or  affirma- 
tion) required  by  the  said  act,  and  having  sworn 
(or  affirmed)  that  he  (or  she,  and  if  more  than 
one  owner,  adding  the  words  **  together  with,**  and 
the  name  or  names,  occupation  or  occupations, 
place  or  places  of  abode,  of  the  other  owner  or 
owners)  is  (or  arej  the  only  owner  (or  ownersj  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  called  the  [inserting  hece  tier 
name]  of  [inserting  here  the  port  to  which  she 
may  belong]  whereof  [inserting  here  the  name  of 
the  master]  is  at  present  master,  and  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said  ship  or 
vessel  was  [inserting  here  when  and  where  built] 
and  [inscrtmg  hero  the  name  and  office,  if  any,  of 


Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall 
purchase,  or  become  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  entitled  to  be  registered  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  such  ship  or  vessel,  being  within  any  district 
other  than  the  one  in  which  he  or  they  usually 
reside,  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
registered  by  the  collector  of  the  district  where 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  at  the  time  of  his  or 
their  becoming  owner  or  owners  thereof,  upon  his 
or  their  complying  with  the  provisions  herein  be- 
fore prescribed,  in  order  to  the  registry  of  ships  or 
vessels:  And  the  oath  or  affirmation  which  is  re- 
quired to  be  taken  may,  at  the  option  of  such  own- 


1408 


APPENDIX. 


UW 


Acit  of  Congress. 


er  or  ownera,  be  taken  either  before  the  collector 
of  the  district  comprehending  the  port  to  which 
such  ship  or  vessel  maj  belong,  or  before  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  within  which  such  ship  or 
vessel  may  be,  either  of  whom  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  administer  the  same:  Provided  neverthe- 
less^ That  whenever  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  ar- 
rive within  the  district  comprehending  the  port 
to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  belong,  the  cer- 
tificate of  registry,  which  shall  have  been  obtain- 
ed as  aforesaid,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  col- 
lector of  such  district,  who,  upon  the  requisites  of 
this  act  in  order  to  the  registry  of  ships  or  vessels 
being  complied  with,  shall  grant  a   new  one  in 
lieu  of  the  first ;  and  the  certificate  so  delivered 
up  shall  forthwith  be   returned  by  the  collector 
who  shall  receive  the  same,  to  the  collector  who 
shall  have  granted  it:  and  if  the  said  first  men- 
tioned certificate  of  registry  shall  not  be  delivered 
up  as  above  directed,  the  owner  or  owners,  and 
the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  at  the  time  of 
her  said  arrival  within  the  district  comprehending 
the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  may  belong, 
shall,  severally,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit ;  and 
the  said  certificate  of  registry  shall  be  thenceforth 
void.    And  in  case  any  of  the  matters  of  fact  in 
the  said  oath  or  affirmation  alleged,  which  shall 
be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  party  so  swearing 
or  affirming,  shall  not  be  true,  there  shall  be  a  for- 
feiture of  the  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her 
tackle,  furniture,  and  apparel,  in  respect  to  which 
the  same  shall  have  been  made,  or  of  the  value 
thereof,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  of  the 
person  by  whom  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
have  been  made :  Provided^  always^  That  if  the 
master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  within  the  district 
aforesaid  when  application  shall  be  made  for  re- 
gistering the  same,  he  shall,  himself,  make  oath 
or  affirmation,  instead  of  the  said  owner,  touching 
his  being  a  citizen,  and  the  means  whereby,  or 
manner  in  which,  he   is  so  a  citizen;   in  which 
case,  if  what  the  said  master  or  person  having  the 
said  charge  or  command  shall  so  swear  or  affirm 
shall  not  be  true,  the  forfeiture  aforesaid  shall  not 
be  incurred,  but  he  shall,  himself,  forfeit  and  pay, 
by  reason  thereof,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  when 
sny  ship  or  vessel,  entitled  to  be  registered,  pursu- 
ant to  this  act,  shall  be  purchased  by  an  agent  or 
attorney  for,  or  on  account  of  a  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  such  ship  or  vessel,  being  in 
s  district  of  the  United  States  more  than  fifty 
miles  distant,  taking  the  nearest  usual  route  by 
land,  from  the  one  comprehending  the  port  to 
which,  by  virtue  of  such  purchase,  and  by  force 
of  this  act,  such  ship  or  vessel  ought  to  be  deemed 
to  belong,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector  of 
the  district,  where  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  required,  upon  the  application  of  such 
agent  or  attorney,  to  proceed  to  the  registering  of 
the  said  ship  or  vessel,  the  said  agent  or  attorney 
first  complying,  on  behalf,  and  in  the  stead  of,  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  with  the  requisites  pre- 


scribed by  this  act  in  order  to  the  registry  of  ships 
or  vessels,  except,  that  in  the  oath  or  affinDttt», 
which  shall  be  taken  by  the  said  agent  or  atior- 
ney,  instead  of  swearing  or  affirming  that  he  i 
owner,  or  an  owner  of  such  ship  or  Teasel,  he  shiE 
swear  or  affirm  that  he  is  agent  or  attorney  for  tbe 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  that  he  hath  h*^ 
fide  purchased  the  said  ship  or  vessel  for  the  p«r- 
son  or  persons  whom  he  shall  name  and  descrbe 
as  the  owner  or  owners  thereof:  Prodded^  hoc- 
thelesSf  That  whenever  such  ship  or  vessel  sbS 
arrive  within  the  district  comprehending  the  p>3t 
to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  belong,  the  cer- 
tificate of  registry,  which  shall  have  been  obtai:^ 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  colledor 
of  such  district,  who,  upon  the  requisites  of  tsa 
act,  in  order  to  the  registry  of  ships  or  vessels,  be- 
ing complied  with,  shall  grant  a  new  one,  in  G» 
of  the  first ;  and  the  certificate,  so  delivered  op, 
shall  forthwith  be  returned  by  the  collector,  vt) 
shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  collector  who  shal 
have  granted  it     And  if  the  said  first  mentioDed 
certificate  of  registry  shall  not  be  delivered  ap,  as 
above  directed,  the  owner  or  owners,  and  the  mt?- 
ter  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  at  tbe  time  of  her  said 
arrival  within  the  district  comprehending  the  port 
to  which  she  may  belong,  shall,  severally,  foHe-H 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered, 
with  costs  of  suit,  and  the  said  certificate  of  regtstiy 
shall  be  thenceforth  void.    And  in  case  any  of  the 
matters  of  fact  in  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  al- 
leged, which  shall  be  within  the  knowledge  of  iht 
party  so  swearing  or  affirming,  shall  not  be  tme. 
there  shall  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  ship  or  vesel, 
together  with  her  tackle,  furniture,  a&d  apparel, 
in   respect  to  which  the  same   shall    have  been 
made,  or  of  the  value   thereof,  to  be  recovered, 
with  costs  of  suit,  of  the  person  by  whom  soch 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  have  been  m&de :  Pro- 
vided always^  That  if  the  master,  or  person  bar- 
ing the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
shall  be  within  the  district  aforesaid,  when  ^tp^- 
cation  shall  be  made  for  registering  the  same,  be 
shall  himself  make  oath  or  affirmation,  instead  of 
the  said  agent  or  attorney,  touching  his  bein^  a 
citizen,  and  the   means  whereby,  or  manner  in 
which,  he  is  so  a  citizen ;  in  which  case,  if  what 
the  said  master,  or  person  having  the  said  chai^^ 
or  command,  shall  so  swear  or  affirm,  shall  not  be 
true,  the  forfeiture  aforesaid  shall  not  be  incumKi, 
but  he  shall,  himself,  forfeit  and  pay,  by  reaioa 
thereof,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if  ^ 
certificate  of  the  registry  of  any  ship  or  vessci 
shall  be  lost  or  destroyed,  or  mislaid,  the  master, 
or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  commari 
thereof,  may  make  oath  or  affirmation,  before  tbe 
collector  of  the  district  where  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  first  be  after  such  loss,  destruction,  or  ms- 
laying,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer  tbe 
same,  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  of  tbe 
form  following :  **  I  [inserting  here  the  name  of 
the  person  swearing  or  affirming]  being  master 
[or  having  the  charge  or  command]  of  the  ship 
or  vessel,  called  the  [inserting  the  name  of  the 
vessel]  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  said  ship  or 
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esse!  hath  been,  as  I  yeriljr  believe,  registered, 
(wording  to  law,  by  the  name  of  [inserting  again 
he  name  of  the  vessel]  and  that  a  certificate  there- 
»f  was  granted  b^  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
naming  the  distnct  where  registered]  which  cer- 
ificatc  has  been  lost  [or  destroyed,  or  uninten- 
ionally  and  by  mere  accident  mislaid,  as  the  case 
nay  be]  and  [except  where  the  certificate  is  al- 
pged  to  have  been  destroyed]  that  the  same,  if 
ound  again,  and  within  my  power,  shall  be  de- 
Ivered  up  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in  which 
k  was  granted."  Which  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
le  subscribed  by  the  party  making  the  same ;  and 
ipon  such  oath  or  affirmation  being  made,  and  the 
tther  requisites  of  this  act,  in  order  to  the  registry 
»f  ships  or  vessels  being  complied  with,  it  shall  be 
awful  for  the  collector  of  the  district,  before  whom 
;ach  oath  or  aflBrmation  is  made,  to  grant  a  new 
■egister,  inserting  therein,  that  the  same  is  issued 
n  the  room  of  the  one  lost  or  destroyed.  But  in 
ill  cases  where  a  register  shall  be  granted,  in  lieu 
)f  the  one  lost  or  destroyed,  by  any  other  than  the 
^Hector  of  the  district  to  which  the  ship  or  vessel 
kctually  belongs,  such  register  shall,  within  ten 
lays  after  her  first  arrival  within  the  district  to 
vbich  she  belongs,  be  delivered  up  to  the  collector 
>f  the  said  district,  who  shall,  thereupon  grant  a 
lew  register  in  lieu  thereof.  And  in  case  the 
naster  or  commander  shall  neglect  to  deliver  up 
iuch  register,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  he  shall 
brfeit  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  former  regis- 
;er  shall  become  null  and  void. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  when 
my  ship  or  vessel,  which  shall  have  been  regis- 
;ered  pursuant  to  this  act,  or  the  act  hereby  in 
>art  repealed,  shall,  in  whole  or  in  part,  be  sold 
)r  transferred  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  shall  be  altered  in  form  or  burden  by 
3eing  lengthened  or  built  upon,  or  from  one  de- 
lomination  to  another,  by  the  mode  or  method  of 
igging  or  fitting,  in  every  such  case  the  said  ship 
)r  vessel  shall  be  registered  anew  by  her  former 
lame,  according  to  the  directions  herein  before 
x)ntained,  (otherwise  she  shall  cease  to  be  deemed 
I  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,)  and  her 
brmer  certificate  of  registry  shall  be  delivered  up 
to  the  collector  to  whom  application  for  such  new 
registry  shall  be  made,  at  the  time  that  the  same 
shall  be  made,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the^ 
Elegister  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  cancelled.  And  in  every  such  case  of 
sale  or  transfer,  there  shall  be  some  instrument  of 
svriting,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of  sale,  which  shall 
recite,  at  length,  the  said  certificate,  otherwise  the 
said  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  incapable  of  being  so 
registered  anew.  And  in  every  case  in  which  a 
ship  or  vessel  is  hereby  required  to  be  registered 
mew,  if  she  shall  not  be  so  registered  anew,  she 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  privileges  or 
t>enefits  of  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States ; 
md  further,  if  her  said  former  certificate  of  regis- 
try shall  not  be  delivered  up  as  aforesaid,  except 
where  the  same  may  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or 
unintentionally  mislaid,  and  an  oath  or  affirmation 
thereof  shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  for- 


feit and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  ddlars,  to  be 
recovered  with  costs  of  suit 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enaet&d,  That  when 
the  master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  a  ship  or  vessel,  registered  pursuant  to  this  act, 
or  the  act  hereby  in  part  repealed,  shall  be  changed, 
the  owner,  or  one  of  the  owners,  or  the  new  master 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  report  such  change  to 
the  collector  of  the  diiftrict  where  the  same  shall 
happen,  or  where  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  first 
be,  after  the  same  shall  have  happened,  and  shall 
produce  to  him  the  ceftificate  of  registry  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  and  shall  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, showing  that  such  new  master  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  manner  in  which,  or 
means  whereby,  he  is  so  a  citizen ;  whereupon  the 
said  collector  shall  endorse  upon  the  said  certifi- 
cate of  registry  a  memorandum  of  such  change, 
specifying  the  name  of  such  new  master,  and  shall 
subscribe  the  said  memorandum  with  his  name, 
and  if  other  than  the  collector  of  the  district,  by 
whom  the  said  certificate  of  registry  shall  have 
been  granted,  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said 
memorandum  to  him,  with  notice  of  the  particular 
ship  or  vessel  to  which  it  shall  relate ;  and  tho 
collector  of  the  district,  by  whom  the  said  certifi- 
cate shall  have  been  granted,  shall  make  a  like 
memorandum  of  such  change,  in  his  book  of  re- 
gisters, and  shall  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury.  And  if  the  said  change 
shall  not  be  reported,  or  if  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  not  be  taken,  as  above  directed,  the  re- 
gistry of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  void,  and  the 
said  master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  coo^ 
mand  of  her  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Sbc.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  heretofore  registered,  or  which  shall 
hereafter  be  registered  as  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  sold  or  transferred,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  by  way  of  trust,  confidence,  or  other- 
wise, to.  a  subject  or  citizen  of  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State,  and  such  sale  or  transfer  shall  not  be 
made  known  in  manner  hereinbefore  directed, 
such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tackle,  ap- 
parel, and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited :  Provided^ 
That  if  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  owned  in  part 
only,  and  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  the  jury  be- 
fore whom  the  trial  for  such  forfeiture  shall  be  had, 
that  any  other  owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  being 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  was  wholly  ignorant 
of  the  sale  or  transfer  to,  or  ownership  of,  such  fo- 
reign subject  or  citizen,  the  share  or  interest  of 
such  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  such  forfeiture ;  and  the  residue  only  shall 
be  so  forfeited. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  upon 
the  entry  of  every  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  if  the  same 
shall  be  at  the  port  or  place  at  which  the  owner, 
or  any  of  the  part  owners  reside,  such  owner  or 
part-owner  shaJI  make  oath  or  affirmation  that  the 
register  of  such  ship  or  vessel  contains  the  name 
or  names  of  all  the  persons  who  are  then  owners 
of  the  said  ship  or  vessel ;  or  if  any  part  of  such 
ship  or  vessel  has  been  sold  or  transferred  since  the 
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giranting  of  such  register,  that  suoh  is  the  case, 
and  that  no  foreign  subject  or  citizen  hath,  to  the 
best  of  his-  knowledge  and  belief,  any  share,  bj  the 
way  of  trust,  confidence,  or  otherwise,  in  such  ship 
or  yessel.  And  if  the  owner,  or  any  part-owner, 
shall  not  reside  at  the  port  or  place  at  which  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  enter,  then  the  master  or  com- 
mander shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  like 
effect  And  if  the  owner  or  part-owner,  where 
there  is  one,  or  the  master  or  commander,  where 
there  is  no  owner,  shall  refuse  to  swear  or  affirm 
as  aforesaid,  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  be  enti- 
tled to  the  privileges  of  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  it  fwrik&r  enacted^  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  master,  commander,  or  owner  of 
a  ship  or  vessel,  shall  deliver  up  the  register  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  agreeably  to  the  pro?isions  of 
this  act,  if  to  the  collector  of  the  district  where  the 
same  shall  have  been  granted,  the  said  collector 
shall,  thereupon,  cancel  the  bond  which  shall  have 
been  given  at  the  time  of  granting  such  register ; 
or,  if  to  the  collector  of  any  other  district,  such 
collector  shall  grant  to  the  said  master,  com- 
mander, or  owner,  a  receipt  or  acknowledgment 
that  such  register  has  been  delivered  up  to  him, 
and  the  time  when ;  and  upon  such  receipt  being 
produced  to  the  collector  by  whom  the  register 
was  granted,  he  shall  cancel  the  bond  of  the  party, 
as  if  the  register  had  been  returned  to  him. 

6hc.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
collector  of  each  district  shall  progressively  num- 
ber the  certificates  of  the  registry  by  him  granted, 
beginning  anew  at  the  commencement  of  each 
year,  and  shall  enter  an  exact  copy  of  each  certi- 
ficate in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose ;  and 
shall,  once  in  three  months,  transmit  to  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury  copies  of  all  the  certificates 
which  shall  have  been  granted  by  him,  including 
the  number  of  each. 

8 EC  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
ship  or  vessel  built  in  the  United  States,  after  the 
fifteenth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine,  and  belonging  wholly  or  in 
part  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  Powers,  in  order  to 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  a  ship  built  and  re- 
corded in  the  United  States,  shall  be  recorded  in 
the  office  of  the  collector  of  the  district  in  which 
such  ship  or  vessel  was  built,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say :  The  builder  of  every  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  the 
collector  of  such  district,  who  is  hereby  authorized 
to  administer  the  same,  in  manner  following :  "  T, 
[inserting  here  the  name  of  such  builder,]  of  [in- 
serting here  the  place  of  his  residence,]  shipwright, 
do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  [describing  here  the  kind 
of  vessel,  as,  whether  ship,  bri^,  snow,  schooner, 
sloop,  or  whatever  else,]  named  [inserting  here  the 
name  of  the  ship  or  vessel]  havinz  [inserting  here 
the  number  of  decks]  and  being  m  length  [insert- 
ing here  the  number  of  feet,]  in  breadth,  [insert- 
ing here  the  number  of  feet,]  in  depth,  [inserting 
here  the  number  of  feet,]  and  measuring  [insert- 
ing here  the  number  of  tons,]  having  [specifying 
whether  any  or  no]  gallery,  and  [also  specifying 
whether  any  or  no]  head,  was  built  by  me,  or  un- 


der my  direction,  at  [naming  the  place,  eosntr.iad 
State]  iu'  the  United  States,  in  the  year  [iosertb^ 
here  the  number  of  the  year."]  Which  ttth  e 
affirmation  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  perBOo  Dik- 
ing the  same,  and  shdl  be  recorded  in  a  book  to  be 
kept  by  the  said  collector  ibr  that  parpoacL 

Ssa  21.  And  be  it  further  enaUed^  That  Ae 
said  collector  shall  cause  the  said  ship  or  ftsel  to 
be  surveyed  or  admeasured,  aooordin^  to  the  rale 
prescribed  by  the  forty-third  section  of  the  id,  a- 
titled  *'  An  act  to  provide  more  effectuaDr  far 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  lav  on  i»6^ 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unital 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  Tcsselsf 
and  the  person  bv  whom  such  admetsoreoat 
shall  be  made,  shall  grant  a  certifleate  thereof  is 
the  case  of  a  ship  or  vessel  to  be  registered; 


tn 


which  certificate  shall  be  countersigned  by  the 
said  builder,  and  by  an  owner,  or  the  TDister, « 
person  having  the  command  or  charge  thereof,  a 
by  some  other  person,  being  an  agent  for  the  otw 
or  owners  thereof,  in  testimony  of  the  trath  ofdis 
particulars  therein  contained. 

Sbc.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  i» 
tificate  of  the  said  record,  attested  under  tbe  hud 
and  seal  of  the  said  collector,  shall  be  granted  tc 
the  master  of  every  such  ship  or  Tessel,  as  nevij 
as  may  be  of  the  form  following :  "  In  parsumR 
of  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  the  wv^ 
ing  of  ships  or  vessels,*  I,  [inserting  here  the  n» 
of  the  collector  of  the  district,]  of,  [inserting  tot 
the  name  of  the  district,]  in  the  United  Sutcs,  it 
certify,  that  [inserting  here  the  name  of  thebaOJ- 
er]  of,  [inserting  here  the  place  of  his  resideaee, 
county,  and  State,]  baring  sworn  (or  iffirnrfi 
that  the  [describing  the  ship  or  vessel,  as  in  iIb 
certificate  of  recoi3,]  named  [inserting  here  to 
name]  whereof  [inserting  here  the  name  of » 
master]  is  at  present  master,  was  bailt  at  [insert- 
ing here  the  name  of  the  place,  county,  and  Stt^ 
where  built]  by  him,  or  under  his  direction,  in  t» 
year,  [inserting  here  the  number  of  the  year,]  w^ 
[inserting  here  the  name  of  the  surreyor,  or  c*w 
person  by  whom  the  said  admeasoremeot  ^ 
have  been  made,]  having  certified  that  the  »| 
ship  or  vessel  has  [inserting  here  her  nofflbsr« 
decks]  is  in  length  [inserting  here  the  number « 
feet,]  in  breadth,  [inserting  here  the  nambtr* 
feet,]  in  depth,  [inserting  here  the  nuiober « 
feet,]  and  measures  [inserting  here  the  "'^°*^^ 
tons ;]  and  the  said  builder  and  [naming  am  » 
scribing  the  owner  or  master,  or  agent  for  w 
owner  or  owners,  as  the  case  may  bi,  ^f'r3 
the  said  certificate  shall  have  been  coantersi^i 
having  agreed  to  the  said  description  and  wu* 
surement,  the  said  ship  or  vessel  has  beenj^ 
corded,  in  the  district  of  [inserting  here  the  »* 
of  the  district  where  recorded,]  in  the  Dn*J 
States.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  [msem 
here  the  day  of  the  month,]  day  of  [inserting  w|^ 
the  name  of  the  month,]  in  the  year  [mp 
here  the  number  of  the  year.^  Which  cerfsciB 
shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  said  col^ 
and  a  duplicate  thereof  transmitted  to  the  R^ 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  herecoPJe- 
in  his  office. 
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Sec.  33.  And  he  it  /utiher  enacted,  That  if  the 
master,  or  the  name,  of  any  ship  or  vessel  so  re- 
corded shall  be  changed,  the  owner,  part-owner,  or 
consignee  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  cause  a 
memorandum  thereof  to  be  endorsed  on  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  record,  by  the  collector  of  the  district, 
where  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  or  at  which  she 
shall  first  arrive,  if  such  change  took  place  in  a 
foreign  country ;  and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  en- 
tered in  the  tfook  of  Records,  a  transcript  where- 
of shall  he  transmitted,  by  the  said  collector,  to  the 
collector  of  the  district,  where  such  certificate  was 
granted,  (if  not  the  same  person,)  who  shall  enter 
Uie  same  in  his  Book  of  Records,  and  forward  a  du- 
plicate of  such  entry,  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States;  and  in  such  case,  until 
the  said  owner,  part-owner,  or  consignee,  shall 
cause  the  said  memorandum  to  be  made  by  the 
collector,  in  manner  aforesaid,  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  not  be  deemed,  or  considered,  as  a  vessel  re- 
corded, in  pursuance  of  this  act 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
master,  or  other  person  having  the  command  or 
charge  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  recorded  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act,  shall,  on  entry  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  produce  tlie  certificate  of  such  record,  to 
the  collector  of  the  district,  where  she  shall  be  so 
entered ;  in  failure  of  which,  the  said  ship  or  ves- 
sel shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  a  ves- 
sel, recorded  as  aforesaid :  Provided  always,  and 
le  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  make  it  necessary  to 
record,  a  aeeond  time,  any  ship  or  vessel,  which 
shall  have  been  recorded,  pursuant  to  the  act, 
hereby  in  part  repealed;  but  such  recording  shall 
be  of  the  like  force  and  efifect,  aa  if  made  pursu- 
ant to  this  act. 

Se&  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
fees  and  allowances  for  the  several  services  to  be 
performed  pursuant  to  this  act,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  same,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  For 
the  admeasurement  of  every  ship  or  vessel,  of  one 
hundred  tons  and  under,  one  cent  per  ton ;  for  the 
admeasuremeat  of  every  ship  or  vessel  above  one 
hundred,  and  not  exceeaing  two  hundred  tons,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cents;  for  the  admeasurement 
of  every  ship  or  vessel,  above  two  hundred  tons, 
two  hundred  cents ;  for  every  certificate  of  regis- 
^y  or  record,  two  hundred  cents;  for  every  en- 
dorsement upon  a  certificate  of  registry  or  record, 
one  hundred  cents ;  and  for  taking  every  bond  re- 
quired by  this  act,  twentv-five  cents.  The  whole 
unount  of  which  fees  sliall  be  received,  and  ac- 
counted for  by  the  collector,  or,  at  his  option,  by 
the  naval  officer,  where  there  is  one ;  and  where 
there  is  a  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor, 
shall  be  equally  divided,  monthly,  between  the  said 
officers;  and  where  there  is  no  naval  officer,  two- 
thirds  to  the  collector,  and  the  other  third  to  the 
surveyor ;  and  where  there  is  only  a  collector,  he 
■hall  receive  the  whole  amount  thereof;  and  where 
^ere  is  more  than  one  surveyor  in  any  district, 
each  of  them  shall  receive  his  proportionable  part 
of  such  fees,  as  shall  arise  in  the  port,  for  which 
he  is  appointed:  Protfided,  always,  That,  in  all 
cases,  where  the  tonnage  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall 
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be  ascertained,  by  any  person  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  such  person  shall  be  paid  a  reasonable 
compensation  therefor,  out  of  the  fees  aforesaid, 
before  anv  distribution  thereof,  as  aforesaid.  And 
every  collector  and  naval  officer,  and  every  sur- 
veyor, who  shall  reside  at  a  port  where  there  is  no 
collector,  shall  cause  to  be  affixed,  and  constantly 
kept,  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  his  office,  a  fair 
table  of  the  rates  of  fees,  demandable  by  this  act 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  every 
collector,  or  officer,  who  shall  knowingly  make,  or 
be  concerned  in  making,  any  false  register  or  re- 
cord, or  shall  knowingly  grant,  or  be  concerned  in 
granting,  any  false  certificate  of  registry  or  record 
of,  or  for  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  other  false  docu- 
ment whatsoever,  touching  the  same,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  who 
shall  designedly  take  any  other,  or  greater  fees, 
than  are  by  this  act  allowed,  or  who  shall  receive 
any  voluntary  reward  or  gratuity  for  any  of  the 
services  performed  pursuant  thereto;  and  every 
surveyor,  or  other  person,  appointed  to  measure 
any  ship  or  vessel,  who  shall  wilfully  deliver  to 
any  collector  or  naval  officer,  a  false  description  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  to  be  registered  or  recorded, 
shall,  upon  conviction  of  any  such  neglect  or  of- 
fence, forfeit  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
be  rendered  incapable  of  serving  in  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit,  under  the  United  States ;  and  if  any 
person  or  persons  authorized  and  required  by  this 
act,  in  respect  to  his  or  their  office  or  offices,  to 
perform  any  act  or  thjng,  required  to  be  done  or 
performed,  pursuant  to  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  wilfully  neglect  to  do  or  perform  the 
same,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  net,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  on  being  duly 
convicted  thereof,  if  not  subject  to  the  penalty  and 
disqualification  aforesaid,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  first  offence,  and  a  like  sum 
for  the  eecond  offence,  and  shall,  thenceforth,  be 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or 
profit  under  the  United  States. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
certificate  of  registry  or  record,  shall  be  fraudu- 
lently or  knowingly  used  for  any  ship  or  vessel, 
not  then  actually  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof, 
according  to  the  true  intent  of  this  act,  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  with 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  falsely  make  oath  or  affirm- 
ation to  any  of  the  matters  herein  required  to  be 
verified,  such  person  or  persons  shall  suffer  the 
like  pains  and  penalties  as  shall  be  incurred  by 
persona  committing  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury; 
and  that,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  forge, 
counterfeit,  erase,  alter,  or  falsify  any  certificate, 
register,  record,  or  other  document,  mentioned, 
described,  or  authorized,  in  and  by  this  aet,  such 
person  or  persons  shall,  for  every  such  offence  for- 
feit the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
the  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  may  be  incur- 
red, for  offences  against  this  act,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  in  such  Courts, 
and  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner,  as  any  penal- 
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ties  and  forfeitures  which  may  be  incurred  for 
offences  against  the  'act,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties imposed  by  law,  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,**  may  legally  be 
sued  for,  prosecuted,  recovered,  and  disposea  of: 
Provided,  always^  That,  if  any  officer  entitled  to  a 
part  or  share  of  any  such  penalty  or  forfeiture,  shall 
be  necessary,  as  a  witness,  on  the  trial  for  such 
penalty  or  forfeiture,  such  officer  may  be  a  witness 
upon  the  said  trial,  but  in  such  case,  he  shall  not 
receive,  nor  be  entitled  to  any  part  or  share  of  the 
said  penalty  or  forfeiture ;  and  the  part  or  share,  to 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  entitled,  shall 
accrue  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  30.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  this  act  shall 
be  in  full  force  and  effect;  and  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  for  registering  and  clearing 
vessels,  regulating  the  coasting  trade,  and  for  other 
purposes,**  as  comes  within  the  purview  of  this 
act,  shall,  after  the  said  last  day  of  March,  be  re 
pealed. 

Approved,  December  31, 1792. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  establishing 
a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  Coins  of  the  United 
States,"  so  far  as  respects  the  Coinage  of  Copper. 

Be  it  enaeted,  <^.,  That  every  cent  shall  contain 
two  hundred  and  eight  grains  of  copper,  and  every 
half-cent  shall  contain  one  hundred  and  four  grains 
of  copper ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
*'  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
Coins  of  the  United  States,**  as  respects  the  weight 
of  cents  and  half-cents,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  January  14,  1793. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the 
sum  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  resolve  of  Congress,  of 
the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  per- 
sona therein  named. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That  lawful  interest,  from 
the  sixteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  ordered 
to  be  paid  to  Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  and  the  legal 
representative  of  Christopher  Greene,  deceased, 
by  a  resolve  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, of  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five. 

Approved,  January  14, 1793. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  providing  the  Means 
of  Intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Foreign 

t.  Nations." 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That  the  act,  entitled  **  An 
act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,**  which 
wonid  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  together 


with  this  act,  continued  in  force  for  the  stpaee  of 
one  year,  from  the  passing  of  this  act ;  and  from 
thence,  until  the  end  of  the  aeaaion  pf  Congress 
then,  or  next  thereafter  holden,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  a.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  sQ 
cases,  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  is^ 
sued,  or  shall  hereafter  issue,  from  the  Treasory, 
for  the  purposes  of  intercourse  or  treaty,  wkh 
foreign  nations,  in  pursuance  of  any  law,  the  Pre- 
sident shall  be,  and  he  hereby  la,  eathorized  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  duly  settled  annoally  wicb 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasary,  in  maaiKr 
following,  that  is  to  say :  by  causing  the  same  to 
be  accounted  for,  specifically,  in  mil  instances, 
wherein  the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  bis  jodg. 
ment,  be  made  public;  and  by  making  a  certifi- 
cate or  certificates,*  or  causing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  make  a  certificate  or  certificatea  of  the 
amount  of  such  expenditures,  as  he  may  think  i: 
advisable  not  to  specify;  and  every  such  certifi- 
cate shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the 
sum  or  sums  therein  expressed  to  have  been  ex- 
pended. 

Approved,  February  9,  1793. 

An  Act  regulating  Foreign  Coin%  and  lor  other  par- 
poses. 

Be  it  enacted,  4«.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  foreign  gold  and  silver  eoios 
shall  pass  current  as  money  within  the  United 
States,  and  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of 
all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  several  and  res^teet- 
ive  rates  following,  and  not  otherwise^  via:  Hie 
gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portngal,  of  their 
present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents 
for  every  twenty-seven  grains  of  the  aetoal  wci«ki 
thereof;  the  gold  coins  of  France,  Spain,  and  the 
dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present  standard,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains  and  two-fifU^  of  a  grain  of  the  aetaal 
weight  thereof.  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  cents  for  each  dollar,  the  actual 
weight  whereof  shall  not  be  leas  than  seventeen 
penny  weights  and  seven  graina;  and  in  pro- 
portion for  the  parts  of  a  dollar.  Crowns  of 
France,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  ceots. 
for  each  crown,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall 
not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and  se- 
venteen grains,  and  in  proportion' for  the  parts  of  a 
crown.  But  no  foreign  coin  that  may  have  heea. 
or  shall  be  issued  suhsequent  to  the  first  day  of 
JanuarVi  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nmetf- 
two,  shall  be  a  tender,  as  aforeaaid,  nntil  sampUs 
thereof  shall  have  been  found,  by  assay,  at  the  U'lA 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  conformable  to  the  iv> 
spective  standards  required,  and  proclamation  then- 
of  shall  have  been  made  by  the  President  of  iho 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  always,  and  he  ii  further  fs- 
aded.  That  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  aeit 
ensuing  the  time  when  the  coinage  of  gold  and 
silver,  agreeably  to  the  act,  enUtlcS,  **  An  act  es- 
tablishing a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,**  shall  commence  at  the  Blint  of 
the  United  States,  (which  time  shall  be  annoanc- 
ed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  tbf 
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United  States)  all  foreign  gold  coins,  and  all  fo- 
reign silver  coins,  except  Spanish  milled  dollars 
and  parts  of  such  dollars,  shall  cease  to  be  a  legal 
tender,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fo- 
reign gold  and  silver  coins,  (except  Spanish  mill- 
ed dollars,  and  parts  of  such  dollars)  which  shall 
be  received  in  payment  for  moneys  due  to  the 
United  States,  after  the  said  time,  when  the  coin- 
ing of  gold  and  silver  coins  shall  begin  at  the 
Hint  of  the  United  States,  shall,  previously  to 
their  being  issued  in  circulation,  be  coined  anew, 
in  conformity  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  esta- 
blishing a  Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  SUtes.'* 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  fifty-fifth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  mto  the  United  States,"  which  ascer- 
tains the  rates  at  which  foreign  gold  and  silver 
coins  shall  be  received  for  the  duties  and  fees  to  be 
collected  in  virtue  of  the  said  act,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  the 
assay  provided  to  be  made  by  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  shall  commence  in 
the  manner  as  by  the  said  act  is  prescribed,  on  the 
second  Monday  of  February  annually,  anything  in 
the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  February  9, 1798. 

An  Act  relative  to  claims  against  the  United  States,  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  have  not 
been  already  adjusted. 

Be  it  enacted,  dtc,.  That  all  claims  upon  the 
United  States  for  services  or  supplies,  or  for  other 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  furnished  or  done  previous 
to  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  whether  founded  upon 
certificates  or  other  written  documents  from  pub- 
lic officers,  or  otherwise,  which  have  not  already 
i>een  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which 
thall  not  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  before  the 
irst  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
linety-four,  shall  fore?er  after  be  barred  and  pre- 
cluded from  settlement  or.  allowance:  Provided, 
Chat  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
o   affect  Loan  Office  certificates,  certificates  of 
Inal  settlement,  indents  of  interest,  balances  en- 
ered  in  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
sertificates  issued  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
toiumonly  called  registered  certificates,  Loans  of 
Qoney  obtained  in  foreign  countries,  or  certificates 
ssued  pursuant  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  makine 
trovision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States:*'  Atm 
provided,  further.  That  nothing  herein  contained 
hall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  proper  officers  of 
tie  Treasury  from  demanding  an  account  or  ao- 
Dunts  to  be  rendered  for  any  moneys  heretofore 
dvanced,  and  not  accounted  for,  or  from  admit- 
ng,  under  the  usual  forms  and  restrictions,  cre- 
its  for  expenditures,  equal  to  the  sums  which  have 
Bcn  so  advanced. 


Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
ceive all  such  claims  aforesaid,  as  have  not  been 
heretofore  barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  as  shall 
be  presented  before  the  time  aforesaid,  with  the 
certificates  or  other  documents  in  support  thereof 
and  to  cause  a  record  to  be  made  of  the  names  of 
the  persons,  and  of  the  time  when  the  said  claims 
are  presented ;  which  record  shall  be  made  in  the 
presence  of  the  person  or  persons  presenting  the 
same,  and  shall  be  the  only  evidence  that  the  said 
claims  were  presented,  during  the  time  limited  by 
this  act 

Sic.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  make  report  to  Congress  upon  all  such  of 
the  said  claims  as  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be  valid, 
according  to  the  usual  forms  of  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  February  12,  1798. 

An  Act  respecting  fugitives  from  Justice,  and  persons 
escapwg  from  the  service  of  ibeir  masters. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That,  whenever  the  Execu- 
tive authority  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  or  of 
either  of  the  Territories  Northwest  or  South  of 
the  river  Ohio,  shall  demand  any  person  as  a  fu- 
gitive from  justice,  of  the  Executive  authority  of 
any  such  State  or  Territory  to  which  such  person 
sbidl  have  fled,  and  shall  moreover  produce  the 
copy  of  an  indictment  found,  or  an  affidavit  made 
before  a  magistrate  of  any  State  or  Territory  as 
aforesaid,  charging  the  person  so  demanded  with 
having  committed  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime, 
certified  as  authentic  by  the  Governor  or  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  State  or  Territory  from  whence 
the  person  so  charged  fled,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  executive  authority  of  the  State  or  Territory 
to  which  such  person  shall  have  fled,  to  cause  him 
or  her  to  be  arrested  and  secured,  and  notice  of 
the  arrest  to  be  given  to  the  Executive  authority 
making  such  demand,  or  to  the  agent  of  such  au- 
thority, appointed  to  receive  the  fugitive,  and  to 
cause  the  fugitive  to  be  delivered  to  such  agent 
when  he  shall  appear;  but,  if  no  such  agent  shall 
appear  within  six  months  from  the  time  of  the 
arrest,  the  prisoner  may  be  discharged:  and  all 
cost  or  expenses  incurred  in  the  apprehending, 
securing,  and  transmitting  such  fugitive  to  the 
State  or  Territory  making  such  demand,  shall  be 
paid  by  such  State  or  Territory. 

Sbc.  ^.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  any 
agent  appointed  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  receive  the 
fugitive  into  his  custody,  shall  be  empowered  to 
transport  him  or  her  to  the  State  or  Territory 
from  which  he  or  she  shall  have  fled.  And  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall,  by  force,  set  at  liberty,  or 
rescue  the  fugitive  from  such  agent  while  trans- 
porting, as  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons  so  of- 
fending shall,  on  conviction,  be  fined  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  one  year. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  aUo  enacted.  That,  when  a 
person  held  to  labor  in  any  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  either  of  the  Territories  on  the  Northwest  or 
South  of  the  river  Ohio,  under  the  laws  thereof| 
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shall  escape  into  any  other  of  the  said  States  or 
Territory,  the  person  to  whom  such  labor  or  ser- 
Tice  may  be  due,  his  agent  or  attorney,  is  hereby 
empowered  to  seize  or  arrest  such  fugitt?e  from 
labor,  and  to  take  him  or  her  before  any  Judge  of 
the  Circuit  or  District  Courts  of  the  United  Stated 
residing  or  being  within  the  State,  or  before  any 
magistrate  of  a  county,  city,  or  town  corporate, 
wherein  such  seizure  or  arrest  shall  be  made,  and 
upon  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  Judge  or 
magistrate,  either  by  oral  testimony  or  afiQdavit 
taken  before  and  certified  by  a  magistrate  of  any 
such  State  or  Territory,  that  the  person  so  seized 
or  arrested,  doth,  under  the  laws  of  the  State  or 
Territory  from  which  be  or  she  fled,  owe  service 
or  labor  to  the  person  claiming  him  or  her,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  Judge  or  magistrate  to  give  a 
certificate  thereof  to  such  claimant,  his  agent,  or 
attorney,  which  shall  be  suflScient  warrant  for  re- 
moving the  said  fugitive  from  labor  to  the  State 
or  Territory  from  which  he  or  she  fled. 

Sto.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  any  per- 
son who  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  obstruct  or 
binder  such  claimant,  his  agent  or  attorney,  in  so 
seizing  or  arresting  such  fugitive  from  labor,  or  shall 
rescue  such  fugitive  from  such  claimant,  his  agent 
or  attorney,  when  so  arrested  pursuant  to  the  au- 
thority herein  given  or  declared ;  or  shall  harbor 
or  conceal  such  person  after  notice  that  he  or  she 
was  a  fugitive  from  labor,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  for 
either  of  the  said  offences,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars.  Which  penalty  may  be 
recovered  by  and  for  the  benefit  of  such  claimant, 
by  action  of  debt,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the 
same,  saving  moreover  to  the  person  claiming  such 
labor  or  service  his  right  of  action  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  said  injuries,  or  either  of  them. 

Approved,  February  12,  1793. 

An  Act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to 
be  emplo}  ed  in  the  Coasting  Trade  and  Fisheries, 
and  fur  regulating  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted^  <£c.,  That  ships  or  vessels,  enrolled 
by  virtue  of  "  An  act  for  registering  and  clearing 
vessels,  regulating  the  coasting  trade,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  those  of  twenty  tons  and  up- 
wards, which  shall  be  enrolled  after  the  last  day 
of  May  next,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  having 
a  license  in  furce,  or  if  less  than  twenty  tons^  not 
being  enrolled,  shall  have  a  license  in  force,  as  is 
hereinafter  required,  and  no  others,  shall  be  deem- 
ed ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  ships  or  vessels  employed  in 
the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  May  next,  in  order  for  the 
enrolment  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  she  shall  possess 
the  same  qualifications,  and  the  same  requisites, 
in  all  respects,  shall  be  complied  with,  as  are  made 
necessary  for  registering  ships  or  vessels,  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  registering 
and  recording  of  ships  or  vessels,*'  and  the  same 
duties  and  authorities  are  hereby  given  and  im- 
posed on  all  officers,  respectively,  in  relation  to 
such  enrolments,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall 


be  had,  in  similar  cases,  touching  such  enrolments; 
and  the  ships  or  vessels  so  enrolled,  with  the  maa- 
ter,  or  owner,  or  owners  thereof,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  requisites,  as  are  in  those  respects  pro- 
vided for  vessels  registered  by  viKae  of  the  afore- 
said act ;  the  record  of  which  enrolment  shall  be 
made,  and  an  abstract  or  copy  thereof  granted,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  form  following :  ^  Enrol- 
ment in  conformity  to  an  act  of  the  CoDgress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  entitled  ^An  act 
for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels,  to  be 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade  arH]  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  ihe  same,'  [inserting  here  the 
name  of  the  person,  with  his  occupation  and  pbce 
of  abode,  by  whom  the  oath  or  afiBrmatioD  is  to  be 
made]  having  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath,  (or 
affirmation)  required  by  this  act,  and  bavii^  svom 
(or  affirmed)  that  he,  (or  she,  and  if  more  thim  one 
owner,  adding  the  words  "  together  with,"  and  the 
name  or  names,  occupation  or  occupations,  place  or 
places  of  abode,  of  the  owner  or  owners)  is,  (or  art) 
a  citizen  (or  citizens)  of  the  United  States^  »nd  sok 
owner  (or  owners)  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  caJled  the 
[inserting  here  her  name]  of  [inserting  here  the 
name  of  the  port,  to  which  she  may  beloos] 
whereof  [inserting  here  the  tiame  of  the  nasttr] 
is  at  present  master,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  was  [insert- 
ing here  when  and  where  built]  and  [indertios 
here,  the  name  and  office,  if  any,  of  the  person,  bj 
whom  she  shall  have  been  surveyed  or  admeasured'] 
having  certified,  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  hti 
[inserting  here,  the  number  of  decks]  and  [insert- 
ing here,  the  number  of  mast«i]  and  tl&at  ber 
length  is  [inserting  here,  the  number  of  fee:]  b^ 
breadth  [inserting  here,  the  number  of  feet]  ber 
depth  [inserting  here,  the  number  of  feet]  and  tkit 
she  measures  [inserting  here  her  number  of  tocL*] 
that  she  is  [describing  here,  the  particular  kiiMi  or 
vessel,  whether  ship,  brigantine,  snow,  schooner, 
sloop,  or  whatever  else,  together  with  ber  buiii 
and  specifying,  whether  she  has  any  or  no  gaUerr 
or  head]  and  the  said  [naming  the  owner,  or  U^ 
master,  or  other  person  acting  in  behalf  of  ti» 
owner  or  owners,  by  whom  the  certificate  of  ad- 
measurement shall  have  been  countenagned]  hav- 
ing agreed  to  the  description  and  admeasuremeat 
above  specified,  and  sufficient  security  having  be» 
given,  according  to  thp  said  act,  the  said  f£ip  or 
vessel  has  been  duly  enrolled,  at  the  port  ef 
[naming  the  port  where  enrolled.]  Given  ooieT 
my  hand  and  seal,  at  [naming  the  said  port]  th;s 
[inserting  the  particular  day]  day  of  [naming  tbe 
month]  in  the  year,  [specifying  the  number  of  ti» 
year,  in  words  at  length.'*] 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shti: 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  collectors  of  the  seveiJ 
districts,  to  enrol  and  license  any  ship  or  vessel,  'Jm 
may  be  registered,  upon  such  registry  being  ^^tz 
Up,  or  to  register  any  ship  or  vessel,  thai  odst  V« 
enrolled,  upon  such  enrolment  and  license  beis^ 
given  up.  And  when  any  ship  or  vessel  ahali  b^ 
in  any  other  district,  than  the  one,  to  which  sb: 
belongs,  the  collector  of  such  district,  on  the  ap^ik; 
cation  of  the  master  or  commander  thervo^  isi 
upon  his  taking  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  acok^i- 
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ig*  to  his  best  knowledge  and  belief,  the  property 
emains,  as  expressed  in  the  register  or  enrolment 
Toposed  to_  be  given  np,  and  upon  his  giving  the 
otids  required  for  granting  registers,  shall  make 
he  exchanges  aforesaid ;  but  in  every  snch  case, 
he  collector,  to  whom  the  register,  or  enrolment 
nd  license,  majr  be  given  np,  shall  transmit  the 
ame  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  ro- 
ister, or  enrolment. and  license,  granted  in  lieu 
hereof  shall,  within  ten  days  after  the  arrival  of 
ach  ship  or  vessel  within  the  district,  to  which 
he  belongs,  be  delivered  to  the  collector  of  the 
aid  district,  and  be  by  him  cancelled.  And  if  the 
aid  master  or  commander  shall  neglect  to  deliver 
he  aaid  register,  or  enrolment  and  license,  within 
he  time  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  one  hundred 
iollara. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  order 
o  the  licensing  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  for  carrying 
•a  the  Coasting  Trade  or  Fisheries,  the  husband, 
•r  managing  owner,  together  with  the  master 
hereof,  wieh  one  or  more  sureties  to  the  satisfac- 
ion  of  the  collector  granting  the  same,  shall  be- 
ome  bound  to  pay  to  the  United  States,  if  such 
hip  or  vessel  be  of  the  burden  of  five  tons,  and 
e«8  than  twenty  tons,  the  snm  of  one  hundred 
lollars;  and  if  twenty  tons,  and  nut  exceeding 
hirty  tons,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars ;  and 
f  above  thirty  tons,  and  not  exceeding  sixty  tons, 
he  sum  of  ftve  hundred  dollars;  and  if  above 
ixty  tons,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  in  case 
t  shall  appear,  within  two  years  of  the  date  of  the 
>ond,  that  such  ship  or  vessel  has  been  emploved 
n  any  trade,  whereby  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States  has  been  defrauded  during  the  time  the  11- 
«ase  granted  to  such  ship  or  vessel  remained  in 
bree ;  and  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
lW  swear,  or  affirm,  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
Jnited  States,  and  that  such  liceAse  shall  not  be 
ised  for  any  other  vessel,  or  any  other  employ- 
nent,  than  that  for  which  it  is  specially  granted, 
»r  in  any  trade  or  business,  whereby  the  revenue 
»f  the  United  States  may  be  defrauded ;  and  if  such 
hip  or  vessel  be  less  than  twenty  tons  burden,  the 
lusband  or  managing  owner,  shall  swear  or  affirm, 
hat  she  is  wholly  the  property  of  a  eitisen  or  citi- 
:ens  of  the  United  States ;  whereupon  it  shall  be 
he  duty  of  the  collector  of  the  district  compre- 
lending  the  nort,  whereto  such  ship  or  vessel  may 
lelong,  (the  duty  of  six  cents  per  ton  being  first 
Ntid,)  to  grant  a  license,  in  the  form  following : 
'  License  for  carrying  on  the  [here  insert,  coasting 
rade,  whale  fishery,  or  cod  fishery,  as  the  case  may 

"  In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Jnited  States  of  America,  entitled  '  An  act  for 
nroUin^  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  •fisheries,  and 
or  regulating  the  same,'  [inserting  here  the  name 
»f  the  husband  or  managing  owner,  with  his  occu- 
>ation  and  place  of  abode,  and  the  name  of  the 
naster,  with  the  place  of  his  abode,]  having  given 
K)od,  that  the  [insert  here,  the  description  of  the 
ressel,  whether  ship,  brigantine,  snow,  schooner, 
loop,  or  whatever  else  she  may  be,]  called  the 
insert  heroi  the  yessel's  name]  wheteof  the  said 


E naming  the  master]  is  master,  burden  [insert 
lere,  the  number  of  tons  in  words]  tons,  as  appears 
by  her  enrolment,  dated  at  [naminv  the  district, 
day,  month,  and  year,  in  words  at  length,  but  if 
she  be  less  than  twenty  tons,  insert  instead  thereof] 
[proof  being  had  of  her  admeasurement^  shall  not 
be  employed  in  any  trade  while  this  license  shall 
continue  in  force,  whereby  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  defrauded,  and  having  also 
sworn  (or  affirmed)  that  this  license  shall  not  be 
used  for  any  other  vessel,  or  for  any  other  em« 
ployment,  than  is  herein  specified,  license  is  here* 
oy  granted  for  the  said  [inserting  here,  the  de- 
scription of  the  vessel]  called  the  [^insertin|^  here, 
the  vessel's  name]  to  be  employed  in  carrying  on 
the  [inserting  here,  coasting  trade,  whale  fishery, 
or  cod  fishery,  as  the  case  may  be]  for  one  year 
from  the  date  hereof,  and  no  longer.  Given  under 
my  hand  and  seal,  at  ^naming  the  said  district] 
this  [inserting  the  particular  day]  day  of  [naming 
the  month]  in  the  year,  [specifying  the  number  of 
the  year,  in  words  at  length."] 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  no 
license,  granted  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  oon- 
sidered  in  force,  any  longer  than  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel is  owned,  and  of  the  description  set  forth  in 
such  license,  or  for  carrying  on^any  other  business 
or  employment  than  that  for  which  she  is  specially 
licensed,  and  if  any  ship  or  vessel  be  found  with  a 
forged  or  altered  license,  or  making  use  of  a 
license  granted  for  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  such 
ship  or  vessel,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  the 
cargo  found  on  board  her,  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  after 
the  last  day  of  May  next,  every  ship  or  vessel  of 
twenty  tons  or  upwards  (other  than  such  as  are 
registered)  found  trading  between  district  and  dis- 
trict, or  between  different  places  in  the  same  dis- 
trict, or  carrying  on  the  fishery,  without  being  en- 
rolled and  licensed,  or  if  less  than  twenty  tons,  and 
not  less  than  five  tons,  without  a  license,  in  man- 
ner as  is  provided  by  this  act,  snch  ship  or  vessel, 
if  laden  with  goods,  the  growth  or  mannihcture  of 
the  United  States  only  (distilled  spirits  exoepted) 
or  in  ballast,  shall  pay  the  same  fees  and  tonnage 
in  every  port  of  the  United  States,  at  which  she 
may  arrive,  as  ships  or  vessels  not  belonging  to  a 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  if  she 
have  on  board  any  articles  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture,  or  distilled  spirits,  other  than  sea- 
stores,  the  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel  and  furniture,  and  the  lading  found  on 
board,  sluill  be  forfeited :   Protndedr  however,  If 
such  ship  or  vessel  be  at  sea,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  time,  for  which  the  license  was  given,  and  the 
master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  swear  or  affirm 
that  such  was  the  case,  and  shall  also  within  for- 
ty-eight hours  after  his  arrival  deliver  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  in  which  he  shall  first  arrive 
the  license  which  shall  have  expired,  the  forfeiture 
aforesaid  shall  not  be  incurred,  nor  shall  the  ship  or 
vessel  be  liable  to  pay  the  fees  and  tonnage  aforesaid. 
Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  col- 
lector of  each  district  shall  progressively  number 
the  licenses  by  him  granted,  beginning  anew  at  the 
commencement  of  each  year,  and  shall  make  a  re- 
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cord  thereof  in  a  book,  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that  i 
purpose,  and  shall,  once  in  three  months,  transmit 
to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  copies  of  the 
licenses,  which  shall  have  been  so  granted  by  him ; 
and  also  of  such  licenses  as  shall  have  been  given 
np  or  returned  to  him,  respectively,  in  pursuance 
of  this  act.  And  where  any  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  licensed,  or  enrolled  anew,  or  being  licensed  or 
enrolled,  shall  afterwards  be  registered,  or  being 
registered,  shall  afterwards  be  enrolled,  or  licensed, 
she  shall,  in  every  such  case,  be  enrolled,  licensed 
or  registered  by  her  former  name. 

Sec.  8.  Ana  be  it  further  etutctedt  That,  if  any 
ship  or  vessel,  enrolled  or  licensed,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  proceed  on  a  foreign  voyage,  without  first 

S'ving  up  her  enrolment  and  license,  to  the  col- 
ctor  of  the  district  comprehending  the  port,  from 
which  she  is  about  to  proceed  on  such  foreign  voy- 
age, and  being  duly  registered  by  such  collector, 
every  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  so  imported  therein,  shall  be  liable 
to  seizure  and  forfeiture:  Provided,  always,  If  the 
port,  from  which  such  ship  or  vessel  is  about  to 
proceed  on  such  foreign  voyage,  be  not  within  the 
district,  where  such  ship  or  vessel  is  enrolled,  the 
collector  of  such  district  shall  give  to  the  master 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  a  certificate,  specifying  that 
the  enrolment  and  license  of  such  ship  or  vessel 
is  received  by  him,  and  the  time  when  it  was  so 
received;  which  certificate  shall  afterwards  be 
delivered  by  the  said  master  to  the  collector,  who 
may  have  granted  such  enrolment  and  license. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
license,  granted  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  given 
up  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  who  may  have 
granted  the  same,  within  three  days  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time,  for  which  it  was  granted,  in 
case  such  ship  or  vessel  be  then  within  tne  district, 
or  if  she  be  absent,  at  that  time,  within  three  days 
from  her  first  arrival  within  the  district  afterwards, 
or  if  she  be  sold  out  of  the  district,  within  three 
days  after  the  arrival  of  the  master  within  anj* 
district,  to  the  oollector  of  such  district  taking  his 
certificate  therefor;  and  if  the  master  thereof  shall 
neglect,  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  license  as  afore- 
said, he  shall  forfeit  fifty  dollars;  but  if  such  license 
shall  have  been  previously  given  up  to  the  collec- 
tor of  any  other  aistrict,  as  authorized  by  this  act, 
and  a  certificate  thereof  under  the  hand  of  such 
collector,  be  produced  by  such  master,  or  if  such 
license  be  lost,  or  destroyed,  or  unintentionally 
mislaid,  so  that  it  cannot  be  found,  and  the  master 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  make  and  subscribe  an 
oath  or  affirmation,  that  such  license  is  lost,  de- 
stroyed, or  unintentionally  mislaid,  as  he  verily 
believes,  and  that  the  same,  if  found,  shall  be  de- 
livered np,  as  is  herein  required,  then  the  aforesaid 
penalty  snail  not  be  incurred.   And  if  such  license 
shall  be  lost,  destroyed,  or  unintentionally  mislaid, 
as  aforesaid,  before  the  expiration  of  the  time,  for 
which  it  was  granted,  upon  the  like  oath  or  affirm- 
ation being  made  and  subscribed  by  the  master  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  the  said  collector  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required,  upon  application  being 
made  therefor,  to  hcense  such  ship  or  vessel  anew. 


Sec.  10.  And  be  iifiirther  enacted.  That  it  ahall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  owner  or  ownen  of  aay 
licensed  ship  or  vessel*  to  return  such  license  to 
the  collector  who  jsranted  the  8ame»  at  any  time 
within  the  year,  for  which  it  was  Rranted,  who 
shall  thereupon,  cancel  the  same,  and  shall  license 
such  vessel  anew,  upon  the  application  of  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  upon  the  conditJooa  herein 
before  required,  being  complied  with ;  and  in  case 
the  term,  for  whidi  uie  former  license  was  grant- 
ed, shall  not  be  expired,  an  abatement  of  tt^  ton- 
nage of  six  cents  per  ton  shall  be  made,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  time  so  unexpired. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
licensed  ship  or  vessel  shall  have  her  name,  and 
the  port  to  which  she  belongs,  painted  on  her  steiSf 
in  tne  manner  as  is  provided  for  registered  ships 
or  vessels,  and  if  any  licensed  ship  or  yessel  n 
found,  without  such  painting,  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof  shall  pay  twenty  dmlars. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when 
the  master  of  any  licensed  ship  or  yessel,  feiry 
boats  excepted,  shall  be  changed^  the  new  master, 
or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  owner  or  one  of  the 
owners  thereof,  shall  report  such  change  to  the 
collector  residing  at  the  port  where  ^  the  same 
may  happen,  if  there  be  one,  otherwise,  to  the 
collector  residing  at  any  port,  where  snch  ship  or 
vessel  may  next  arrive,  who,  upon  the  oath  or  af- 
firmation of  such  new  master,  or  in  case  of  his 
absence,  of  the  owner  or  one  of  the  owners,  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  such 
ship  or  yessel  shall  not,  while  snch  license 
continues  in  force,  be  employed  in  any  sBanne*, 
whereby  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  may  \e 
defrauded,  shall  endorse  such  change  on  the  license, 
with  the  name  of  the  new  master;  and  when  any 
change  shall  happen,  as  aforesaid,  and  such  chailse 
shall  not  be  reported,  and  the  endorsement  maoe 
of  such  change,  as  is  herein  required,  snch  ship  or 
vessel,  fouiid  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries,  shall  be  suljeot  to  pa^  the  same  fees  and 
tonnage,-  as  a  vessel  of  the  United,  States,  havii^ 
a  register,  and  the  said  new  master  shall  forftit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shaD 
be  lawful  at  all  times,  for  any  officer  concerned  ia 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  to  inspect  the  enrol- 
ment or  license  of  any  ship  or  vessel ;  and  if  the 
master  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  exhikt 
the  same,  when  thereunto  required  by  such  officer, 
he  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
licensed  for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade,  do- 
tined  from  a  district  in  one  State,  to  a  distriet  is 
the  same,  or  an  adjoining  State  on  the  sea  oassn 
or  on  a  navij^ble  river,  havins  on  board,  either 
distilled  spirits  in  casks  exceeaing  five  hnndred 
gallons,  wine  in  ca|ks  exceeding  two  hundred  sad 
fifty  gallons,  or  in  bottles  exceeding  one«huodrtd 
dozens,  sugar  in  casks  or  boxes  exceeding  X\s» 
thousand  pounds,  tea  in  chests  or  boxes  excce&if 
five  hundred  pounds,  coffee  in  casks  or  begs  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  pounds,  or  forei^  mercbac- 
dise  in  packages,  as  imported,  exceeding  in  valas 
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four  bondred  dollars,  or  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dise, consisting  of  such  enumerated  or  other  arti- 
cle? of  foreign  growth  or  manu&cture,  or  of  both, 
whose  aggregate  value  exceeds  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars, shall,  previous  to  the  departure  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  from  the  port  where  she  may  then  be, 
make  out  and  subscribe  duplicate  manifests  of  the 
whole  of  such  cargo  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel, 
specifjing  i^  such  manifests  the  marks  and  num- 
bers of  every  cask,  bag,  box,  chest,  or  package  con- 
taining the  same,  with  the  name  and  place  of  resi- 
dence of  every  shipper  and  consignee,  and  the 
quantity  shipped  by  and  to  each,  and  if  there  be  a 
collector  or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  or 
within  five  miles  thereof  he  shall  deliver  such 
manifests  to  the  collector,  if  there  be  one,  otherwise 
to  the  surveyor,  before  whom  he  shall  swear  or  af- 
firm, to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  that 
the  goods  therein  contained  were  legally  imported, 
and  the  duties  thereupon  paid  or  secured,  or  if 
spirits  distaied  within  the  United  States,  that  the 
duties  thereupon  have  been  paid  or  secured,  where- 
upon the. said  collector  or  surveyor  shall  certify 
the  same  on  the  said  manifests,  one  of  which  he 
shall  retnm  to  the  said  roaster,  with  a  permit,  spe- 
ctffing  thereon,  generally,  the  lading  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel,  and  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to 
the  port  of  his  destination.  And  if  any  ship  or 
vessel,  being  laden  and  destined,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
depart  from  the  port  where  she  may  then  be,  with- 
out the  master  or  commander  having  first  made 
out  and  subscribed  duplicate  manifests  of  the  lading 
on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  in  case  there  be 
a  collector  or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  or 
within  five  miles  thereof^  without  having  previous- 
ly delireved  the  same  to  the  said  collector  or  sur- 
veyor, and  obtaining  a  permit  in  manner  as  is 
herein  rehired,  such  nuister  or  commander ^shall 
pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sea  15.  And  he  it  f%rth&r  €nmeted.  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
licensed  for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade,  having 
on  board,  either  distilled  spirits  in  casks  exceeding 
five  hundred  gaHons,  wine  in  casks  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  or  in  bottles  exceeding 
one  hundred  ddzens,  sugar  in  casks  or  boxes  exceed- 
ing three  thousand  pounds,  tea  io  chests  or  boxes 
exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  coffee  in  casks  or 
bags  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  or  foreign 
merchandise  in  packages,  as  imported,  exceeding 
in  value  four  hundred  dollars,  or  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  consisting  of  such  enumerated  or 
other  articles  of  foreign  f;rowth  or  manu&cture,  or 
of  both,  whose  aggregate  value  exceeds  eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  arriving  from  a  district  in  one 
State,  at  a  district  in  the  same  or  an  adjoining 
State  on  the  sea  coast,  or  on  a  navigable  river, 
shall,  previous  to  the  unlading  of  any  part  of  the 
eargo  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  deliver  to  the  collector, 
if  there  be  one,  or  if  not,  to  the  surveyor  residing 
at  the  port  of  her  arrival^  or  if  there  be  no  col- 
lector or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  then  to  a 
collector  or  surveyor,  if  there  be  any  such  ofllcer, 
residing  within  five  miles  thereof,  the  manifest  of 
the  cargo,  certified  by  the  collector  or  surveyor  of 
the  district  from  whence  she  aaUed,  (If  there  be 


such  manifest,)  otherwise  the  duplicate  manifests 
thereof^  as  is  herein  before  directed,  to  the  truth 
of  which,  before  such  officer,  he  shall  swear  or 
affirm.  And  if  there  have  been  taken  on  board 
such  ship  or  vessel,  any  other  or  mo^e  goods  than 
are  contained  in  such  manifest  or  manifests,  since 
her  departure  from  the  port,  from  whence  she  first 
sailed,  or  if  any  goods  have  been  since  landed,  the 
said  master  or  commander  shall  make  known  and 
particularize  the  same  to  the  said  collector  or  survey- 
or, or  if  no  such  goods  have  been  so  taken  on  board 
or  landed,  he  shall  so  declare,  to  the  truth  of  which 
he  shall  swear  or  affirm:  Whereupon,  the  said 
collector  or  surveyor  shall  grant  a  permit  for  un- 
lading a  part,  or  the  whole  of  such  cargo,  as  the 
said  master  or  commander  may  request.  And  if 
there  be  no  collector  or  surveyor,  residing  at,  or 
within  five  miles  of  the  said  port  of  her  arrival, 
the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
may  proceed  to  discharge  the  lading  from  on  board 
such  ship  or  vessel,  but  shall  deliver  to  the  col- 
lector or  surveyor,  residing  at  the  first  port,  where 
he  may  next  afterwards  arrive,  and  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  his  arrivid,  the  manifest  or  manifests 
aforesaid,  noting  thereon  the  times  when,  and 
places  where,  the  goods,  therein  mentioned,  havo 
been  unladen,  to  the  truth  of  which,  before  the 
said  last  mentioned  collector  or  surveyor,  ho  shall 
swear  or  affirm ;  and  if  the  master  or  commander 
of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  being  laden  as  aforesaid, 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  the  manifest  or 
manifests,  at  the  times,  and  in  the  manner  herein 
directed,  he  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Ssa  16.  And  oe  it  fwrther  enacted^  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  li- 
censed for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade,  and 
being  destined  fix>m  any  district  of  the  United 
States  to  a  district  other  than  a  district  in  the 
same,  or  an  adjoining  State,  on  the  sea  coast,  or  on 
a  navigable  river,  shidl,  previous  to  her  departure, 
deliver  to  the  collector  residing  at  the  port  where 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  if  there  is  one,  other- 
wise to  the  collector  of  the  district  comprehending 
such  port,  or  to  a  surveyor  within  the  district,  as 
the  one  or  the  other  may  reside  nearest  to  the 
port  at  which  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  dupli- 
cate manifests  of  the  whole  cargo  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel ;  or,  if  there  be  no  cargo  on  board, 
he  shall  so  certify ;  and,  if  there  be  anj^  distilled 
spirits,  or  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  fo- 
reign growth  or  manufacture  on  board,  other  than 
what  may,  by  the  collector,  be  deemed  sufficient 
for  sea  stores^  he  shall  specify,  in  such  manifests, 
the  marks  and  numbers  of  every  cask,  bag,  box, 
chest,  or  package,  containing  the  same,  with  the 
name  and  place  of  residence  of  every  shipper  and 
consignee  of  such  distilled  spirits  or  goods  of  fo- 
reign growth  or  manufacture,  and  the  quantity 
shipped  by,  and  to  each,  to  be  by  him  subscribed, 
and  to  the  truth  of  which  he  shall  swear  or  affirm, 
and  shall  also  swear  or  affirm,  before  the  said  col- 
lector or  surveyor,  that  such  goods,  wares  or  mer-  ^ 
chandise,  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  were, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  legally 
imported,  and  the  duties  thereupon  paid  or  se- 
cured ;  or,  if  spirits  dbtilled  within  the  United 
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cord  thereof  in  a  book,  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that 
purpose,  and  shall,  once  in  three  months,  transmit 
to  the  Rm^ster  of  the  Treasury,  copies  of  the 
licenses,  which  shall  have  been  so  granted  by  him  ; 
and  also  of  such  licenses  as  shall  have  been  given 
np  or  returned  to  him,  respectively,  in  pursuance 
of  this  act  And  where  any  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  licensed,  or  enrolled  anew,  or  being  licensed  or 
enrolled,  shall  afterwards  be  registered,  or  beinff 
registered,  shall  afterwards  be  enrolled,  or  licensee^ 
she  shall,  in  every  such  case,  be  enrolled,  licensed 
or  registered  by  her  former  name. 

Sec.  8.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any 
ship  or  vessel,  enrolled  or  licensed,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  proceed  on  a  foreign  voyage,  without  first 

S'ving  np  her  enrolment  and  license,  to  the  col- 
ctor  of  the  district  comprehending  the  port,  from 
which  she  is  about  to  proceed  on  such  foreign  voy- 
age, and  being  duly  registered  by  such  collector, 
every  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  so  imported  therein,  shall  be  liable 
to  seizure  and  forfeiture:  Provided,  always.  If  the 
port,  from  which  such  ship  or  vessel  is  about  to 
proceed  on  such  foreign  voyage,  be  not  within  the 
district,  where  such  ship  or  vessel  is  enrolled,  the 
collector  of  such  district  shall  give  to  the  master 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  a  certificate,  specifying  that 
the  enrolment  and  license  of  such  ship  or  vessel 
is  received  by  him,  and  the  time  when  it  was  so 
received;  which  certificate  shall  afterwards  be 
delivered  by  the  said  master  to  the  collector,  who 
may  have  granted  such  enrolment  and  license. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
license,  granted  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  given 
up  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  who  may  have 
granted  the  same,  within  three  days  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time,  for  which  it  was  mnted,  in 
case  such  ship  or  vessel  be  then  within  the  district, 
or  if  she  be  absent,  at  that  time,  within  three  days 
from  her  first  arrival  within  the  district  afterwards, 
or  if  she  be  sold  out  of  the  district,  within  three 
days  after  the  arrival  of  the  master  within  anj- 
district,  to  the  collector  of  such  district  taking  his 
certificate  therefor;  and  if  the  master  thereof  shall 
nei^lect,  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  license  as  afore- 
said, he  shall  forfeit  fifty  dollars;  but  if  such  license 
shall  have  been  previously  given  up  to  the  collec- 
tor of  any  other  aistrict,  as  authorized  by  this  act, 
and  a  certificate  thereof  under  the  hand  of  such 
collector,  be  produced  by  such  master,  or  if  such 
license  be  lost,  or  destroyed,  or  unintentionally 
mislaid,  so  that  it  cannot  be  found,  and  the  master 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  make  and  subscribe  an 
oath  or  affirmation,  that  such  license  is  lost,  de- 
stroyed, or  unintentionally  mislaid,  as  he  verily 
believes,  and  that  the  same,  if  found,  shall  be  de- 
livered up,  as  is  herein  required,  then  the  aforesaid 
penalty  snail  not  be  incurred.   And  if  such  license 
shall  be  lost,  destroyed,  or  unintentionally  mislaid, 
as  aforesaid,  before  the  expiration  of  the  time,  for 
which  it  was  granted,  upon  the  like  oath  or  affirm- 
ation being  made  and  subscribed  by  the  master  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  the  said  collector  is  hereby 
authorized  and  recjuired,  upon  application  being 
made  therefor,  to  hcense  such  ship  or  vessel  anew. 


Sec.  10.  And  be  UfiiHher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  owner  or  owners  of  any 
licensed  ship  or  vessel,  to  return  such  license  to 
the  collector  who  jBranted  the  same,  at  moT  time 
within  the  year,  for  which  it  was  grantedt  who 
shall  thereupon,  cancel  the  same,  and  shall  license 
such  vessel  anew,  upon  the  application  of  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  upon  the  conditiooa  herein 
before  required,  being  oomplied  with ;  and  in  case 
the  term,  for  which  me  former  license  was  grant- 
ed, shall  not  be  expired,  an  abatement  of  the  ton- 
nage of  six  cents  per  ton  shall  be  made,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  time  so  unexpired. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
licensed  ship  or  vessel  shall  have  her  name,  and 
the  port  to  which  she  belongs,  painted  on  her  sten, 
in  tne  manner  as  is  provided  for  registered  ship 
or  vessels,  and  if  any  licensed  ship  or  resael  be 
found,  without  such  painting,  the  owner  or  ownen 
thereof  shall  pay  twenty  dmlars. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That,  when 
the  master  of  any  licensed  ship  or  yessel,  feiiy 
boats  excepted,  shall  be  changed^  the  new  master, 
or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  owner  or  one  of  the 
owners  thereof,  shall  report  such  change  to  the 
collector  residing  at  the  port  where  ^  the  same 
may  happen,  if  there  be  one,  otherwise,  to  the 
collector  residing  at  any  port,  where  such  ship  or 
vessel  may  next  arrive,  who,  upon  the  oath  or  af- 
firmation of  such  new  master,  or  in  case  of  his 
absence,  of  the  owner  or  one  of  the  owners,  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States^  and  that  such 
ship  or  yessel  shall  not,  while  such  Ucease 
continues  in  force,  be  employed  in  any  naanner, 
whereby  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  nsay  be 
defrauded,  shall  endorse  such  change  on  the  liookse, 
with  the  name  of  the  new  master;  and  when  any 
change  shall  happen,  as  aforesaid,  and  sndi  ^adse 
shall  not  be  reported,  and  the  endorsement  made 
of  such  chanee,  as  is  herein  required,  soch  ship  or 
yessel,  found  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries,  shall  be  sulject  to  pa^  the  same  fees  and 
tonnage,*  as  a  vessel  of  the  United,  States,  having 
a  register,  and  the  said  new  master  shall  fbdeit 
and  pay  the  sum  often  dollars. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  at  all  times,  for  any  officer  ooneemed  ia 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  to  inspect  the  enrolr 
ment  or  license  of  any  ship  or  vessel ;  and  if  the 
master  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  exhibit 
the  same,  when  thereunto  required  by  soch  officer, 
he  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
licensed  for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade.  dc»- 
tined  from  a  district  in  one  State,  to  a  district  m 
the  same,  or  an  adjoining  State  on  the  sea  coast 
or  on  a  navigable  river,  havinff  on  board,  either 
distilled  spirits  in  casks  exceecUng  five  hundred 
gallons,  wine  in  ca|ks  exceeding  two  hundred  sai 
fifty  gallons,  or  in  bottles  exceeding  ooe^hundird 
dozens,  sugar  in  casks  or  boxes  exceeding  three 
thousand  pounds,  tea  in  chests  or  boxes  exceedsag 
five  hundred  pounds,  coffee  in  casks  or  bags  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  pounds,  or  fbrei^  merehsD- 
dise  in  packages,  as  imported,  exceeding  in  valos 
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foor  bundred  dollars,  or  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dise, consisting  of  such  enumerated  or  oCher  arti- 
cle? of  foreign  growth  or  manu&cture,  or  of  both, 
whose  aggregate  value  exceeds  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars, shall,  previous  to  the  departure  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  from  the  port  where  she  may  then  be, 
make  out  and  subscribe  duplicate  manifests  of  the 
whole  of  such  carm)  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel, 
specifying  1^  such  manifests  the  marks  and  num- 
bers of  every  cask,  bag,  box,  chest,  or  package  con- 
taining the  same,  with  the  name  and  place  of  resi- 
dence of  every  shipper  and  consignee,  and  the 
quantity  shipped  by  and  to  each,  and  if  there  be  a 
collector  or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  or 
within  five  miles  thereof,  he  shall  deliver  such 
manifests  to  the  collector,  if  there  be  one,  otherwise 
to  the  surveyor,  before  whom  he  shall  swear  or  af- 
firm, to- the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  that 
the  goods  therein  contained  were  legally  imported, 
and  the  duties  thereupon  paid  or  secured,  or  if 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  that  the 
daties  thereupon  have  been  paid  or  secured,  where- 
upon the. said  collector  or  surveyor  shall  certify 
the  same  on  the  said  manifests,  one  of  which  he 
shall  return  to  the  said  master,  with  a  permit,  spe- 
cifying thereon,  generally,  the  lading  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel,  and  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to 
the  port  of  his  destination.  And  if  any  ship  or 
vessel,  being  laden  and  destined,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
depart  from  the  port  where  she  may  then  be,  with- 
out the  master  or  commander  having  first  made 
out  and  subscribed  duplicate  manifests  of  the  lading 
on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  in  case  there  be 
a  collector  or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  or 
within  five  miles  thereof^  without  having  previous- 
ly delireved  the  same  to  the  said  collector  or  sur- 
veyor, «Bd  obtaining  a  permit  in  manner  as  is 
herein  sequired,  aueh  master  or  commaoder^shall 
pay  Qse  hundred  dollars. 

Saa  15.  And  he  it  further  enmeUd,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
licensed  for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade,  having 
on  board,  ekher  disdlled  spirits  in  casks  exceeding 
five  hundred  gaHons,  wine  in  casks  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  or  in  bottles  exceeding 
one  hundred  dozens,  sugar  in  casks  or  boxes  exceed- 
ing three  thousand  pounds,  tea  in  chests  or  boxes 
exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  coffee  in  casks  or 
bags  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  or  foreign 
merchandise  in  packages,  as  imported,  exceeding 
in  value  four  hundred  dollars,  or  goods,  wares,  or 
naercfaandise,  consisting  of  such  enumerated  or 
other  articles  of  foreign  |;rowtii  or  manufacture,  or 
of  both,  whose  aggregate  value  exceeds  eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  arriving  from  a  district  in  one 
State,  at  a  district  in  the  same  or  an  adjoining 
State  on  the  sea  coast,  or  on  a  navigable  river, 
ahaU«  previous  to  the  unlading  of  any  part  of  the 
fargo  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  deliver  to  the  collector, 
if  there  be  one,  or  if  not,  to  the  surveyor  residing 
at  the  port  of  her  arrival^  or  if  there  be  no  col- 
lector or  surveyor  residing  at  such  port,  then  to  a 
collector  or  surveyor,  if  there  be  any  such  ofllcer, 
residing  within  five  miles  thereof,  the  manifest  of 
the  cargo,  certified  by  the  collector  or  surveyor  of 
the  district  from  whence  she  aaUed,  (if  there  be 


such  manifest,)  otherwise  the  duplicate  manifests 
thereof,  as  is  herein  before  directed,  to  the  truth 
of  which,  before  such  officer,  he  shall  swear  or 
affirm.  And  if  there  have  been  taken  on  board 
such  ship  or  vessel,  any  other  or  mot^  goods  than 
are  contained  in  such  manifest  or  manifests,  since 
her  departure  from  the  port,  from  whence  she  first 
sailed,  or  if  any  goods  have  been  since  landed,  the 
said  master  or  commander  shall  make  known  and 
particularize  the  same  to  the  said  collector  or  survey- 
or, or  if  no  such  goods  have  been  so  taken  on  board 
or  landed,  he  shall  so  declare,  to  the  truth  of  which 
he  shall  swear  or  affirm :  Whereupon,  the  said 
collector  or  surveyor  shall  grant  a  permit  for  un- 
lading a  part,  or  the  whole  of  such  cargo,  as  the 
said  master  or  commander  may  request.  And  if 
there  be  no  collector  or  surveyor,  residing  at,  or 
within  five  miles  of  the  said  port  of  her  arrival, 
the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  vpssel, 
may  proceed  to  discharge  the  lading  from  on  board 
such  ship  or  vessel,  but  shall  deliver  to  the  col- 
lector or  surveyor,  residing  at  the  first  port,  where 
he  may  next  afterwards  arrive,  and  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  his  arrival,  the  manifest  or  manifests 
aforesaid,  noting  thereon  the  times  when,  and 
places  where,  the  goods,  therein  mentioned,  have 
been  unladen,  to  the  truth  of  which,  before  the 
said  last  mentioned  collector  or  surveyor,  ho  shall 
swear  or  affirm ;  and  if  the  master  or  commander 
of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  being  laden  as  aforesaid, 
shall  neglect  or  relbse  to  deliver  the  manifest  or 
manifests,  at  the  times,  and  in  the  manner  herein 
directed,  he  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  16.  And  oe  it  farther  enacted^  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  li- 
censed for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade,  and 
being  destined  fix>m  any  district  of  the  United 
States  to  a  district  other  than  a  district  in  the 
same,  or  an  adjoining  State,  on  the  sea  coast,  or  on 
a  navigable  river,  shall,  previous  to  her  departure, 
deliver  to  the  collector  residing  at  the  port  where 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  if  there  is  one,  other- 
wise td  the  collector  of  the  district  comprehending 
such  port,  or  to  a  surveyor  within  the  district,  as 
the  one  or  the  other  may  reside  nearest  to  the 
port  at  which  such  ship  or  vessel  mav  be,  dupli- 
cate manifests  of  the  whole  cargo  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel ;  or,  if  there  be  no  cargo  on  board, 
he  shall  so  certify ;  and,  if  there  be  anj^  distilled 
spirits,  or  eoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  fo- 
reign growUi  or  manufacture  on  board,  other  than 
what  may,  by  the  collector,  be  deemed  sufficient 
for  sea  stores^  he  shall  specify,  in  such  manifests, 
the  marks  and  numbers  of  every  cask,  bag,  box, 
chest,  or  package,  containing  the  same,  with  the 
name  and  place  of  residence  of  every  shipper  and 
consignee  of  such  distilled  spirits  or  goods  of  fo- 
reign erowth  or  manufacture,  and  the  quantity 
shipped  by,  and  to  each,  to  be  by  him  subscribed, 
and  to  the  truth  of  which  he  shall  swear  or  affirm, 
and  shall  also  swear  or  affirm,  before  the  said  col- 
lector or  surveyor,  that  such  goods,  wares  or  mer-  v 
chandise,  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  were, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  legally 
imported,  and  the  duties  thereupon  paid  or  se- 
cured ;  or,  if  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
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States,  that  the  duties  thereupoo  have  been  duly 
paid  or  secured ;  upon  the  performance  of  which, 
and  not  before,  the  said  collector  or  sunreyor  shall 
certify  the  same  on  the  said  manifests,  one  of 
which  he  shall  return  to  the  master,  with  a  per- 
mit thereto  annexed,  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to 
the  port  of  his  destination  :  and  if  any  such  ship  of 
▼essel  shall  depart  from  the  port  where  she  may 
then  be,  haying  distilled  spirits,  or  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  of  foreign  growth  or  manu&cture,  on 
board,  without  the  seTeral  things  herein  required 
being  complied  with,  the  master  thereof  shall  forfeit 
one  hundred  dollars ;  or,  if  the  lading  be  of  goods 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States 
only,  or  if  such  ship  or  vessel  have  no  cargo,  and 
she  depart  without  the  several  things  herein  re- 
quired being  complied  with,  the  said  master  shall 
forfeit  and  pav  fifty  dollars. 

Skc.  17.  And  he  it  furihew  enaetedj  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  li- 
censed to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade,  arriving  at 
any  district  of  the  United  States,  from  any  dis- 
trict other  than  a  district  in  the  same  or  an  ad- 
joining State  on  the  seacoast,  or  on  a  navigable 
river,  shall  deliver  to  the  collector  residing  at  the 
port  where  she  may  arrive,  if  there  be  one,  other- 
wise to  the  collector  or  surveyor  in  the  district 
comprehending  such  port,  as  the  one  or  the  other 
may  reside  nearest  thereto,  if  the  collector  or  sur- 
veyor reside  at  a  distance  not  exceeding  five  miles, 
within  twenty-four  hours,  or,  if  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance, within  forty-eight  hours  next  after  his  ar- 
rival; and  previous  to  the  unlading  any  of  the 
goods  brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  the  manifest 
of  the  cargo,  (if  there  be  any,)  certified  bv  the 
collector  or  surveyor  of  the  district  from  whence 
she  last  sailed,  and  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation 
before  the  said  collector  or  surveyor  that  there 
was  not,  when  he  sailed  from  the  district  where 
his  manifest  was  certified,  or  has  been  since,  or 
then  is,  any  more  or  other  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  or 
distilled  spirits,  (if  there  be  any  other  than  sea- 
stores  on  board  such  vessel,)  than  is  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and,  if  there  be  no  such  goods,  he  shall  so 
swear  or  affirm;  and,  if  there  be  no  cargo  on 
board,  he  shall  produce  the  certificate  of  the  col- 
lector or  surveyor  of  the  district  from  whence  she 
last  sailed,  as  aforesaid,  that  such  is  the  case; 
whereupon  such  collector  or  surveyor  shall  grant 
a  permit  for  unlading  the  whole  or  part  of  such 
cargo  (if  there  be  any)  within  his  district,  as  the 
master  may  request;  and  where  a  part  only  of 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  foreign 
growth  or  manufacture,  or  of  distilled  spirits, 
brought  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  is  intended  to  be 
landed,  the  said  collector  or  surveyor  shall  make 
an  endorsement  of  such  part,  on  the  back  of  the 
manifest,  specifying  the  articles  to  be  landed,  and 
shall  return  such  manifest  to  the  master,  endors- 
ing also  thereon  his  permission  for  such  ship  or 
vessel  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  her  destination ; 
and,  if  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  deliver  the  manifest,  (or,  if  she 
has  no  cargo,  the  certificate,)  within  the  time 
herein  directed,  he  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dol- 


lars, and  the  goods,  wares,  and  merdumdise,  of 
foreign  growth  or  manuiacture,  or  distilled  qwrita, 
found  on  board,  or  landed  from  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, not  being  certified,  as  is  herein  reqaired,  shall 
be  forfeited ;  and,  if  the  same  shdl  amount  to  the 
value  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  such  ship  or  vesael, 
with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  fumitore,  BoaU  be  also 
forfeited. 

Ssa  18.  And  he  it  further  enaeUi,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  conatroed  aa  to 
oblige  the  master  or  commander  of  any  ihip  or 
vessel  licensed  for  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade, 
bound  from  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district  in 
the  same,  or  an  adjoining  State  on  the  seacoast, 
or  on  a  navigable  river,  having  on  board  good% 
wares,  or  merchandise,  of  the  growtby  prodiKt,  or 
manufactures  of  the  IJnited  States  only,  (except 
distilled  spirits,)  or  distilled  spirits,  not  more  than 
five  hundred  gallons,  wine  in  casks  not  iDore  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  or  in  bottles  not 
more  than  one  hundred  doiens,  sugar,  in  casks  or 
boxes,  not  more  than  three  thoasaod  poanda^  lea, 
in  chests  or  boxes,  not  more  than  five .  hundred 
pounds,  colTee,  in  casks  or  bag^  not  more  than 
one  thousand  pounds,  or  foreign  merchandise,  in 
packages,  as  imported,  of  not  more  valiie  than 
four  hundred  dollars,  or  goods,  wares^  or  merdian- 
dise,  consisting  of  such  enumerated  or  other  arti- 
cles of  foreign  growth  or  manu&cture,  or  of  both, 
whose  aggregate  value  shall  be  not  more  than  eight 
hundred  dollars,  to  deliver  a  naanifest  thereof  or 
obtain  a  permit,  previous  to  her  departure,  or  on 
her  arrival  within  such  district,  to  make  any  re- 
port thereof;  hot  such  master  shall  be  pnmded 
with  a  manifest,  by  him  subscribed,  of  tiie  ladings 
of  what  kind  soever,  which  was  on  bovd  soch 
ship  or  vessel  at  the  time  of  his  departure  froo 
the  district  from  which  she  last  sailed,  and  if  the 
same,  or  any  part  of  such  lading,  consists  oC  dis- 
tilled spirits,  or  goods,  wares,  or  merehandiK,  of 
foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  with  the  aaiks 
and  numbers  of  each  cask,  bag,  box,  chest,  or  pack- 
age, containing  the  same,  wiUi  the  nanie  of  the 
shipper  and  consignee  of  each,  which  manifest 
shall  be  by  him  exhibited  for  the  inspection  of  any 
officer  of  the  revenue,  when  by  such  officer  there- 
unto required,  and  shall  also  inform  such  officer 
from  whence  such  ship  or  vessel  last  sailed,  mkI 
how  long  she  has  been  in  port,  when  by  him  so  in- 
terrogatMl ;  and  if  the  master  of  such  slup  or  ves- 
sd  shall  not  be  provided,  on  his  arrival  within 
any  soch  district,  with  a  manifest,  and  exhibit  the 
same,  as  is  herein  required,  if  the  lading  ef  soch 
ship  or  vessel  consist  wholly  of  goods  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  (dmtiQed 
spirits  excepted,)  he  shall  forfeit  twenty  doUais ; 
or,  if  there  oe  distilled  spirits,  or  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  of  foreign  growth  or  manQfiMtnre, 
on  board,  excepting  what  may  be  soflScient  for 
sea  stores,  he  shall  forfeit  forty  dollars ;  or.  If  he 
shall  refuse  to  answer  the  interrogatories  truly,  « 
is  herein  required,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollara ;  and  if  any  of  the  goods  laden  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  of  foreign  gtomik 
or  manufacture,  or  of  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  so  much  of  the  same  as  maj  be 
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found  on  board  such  Hhip  or  ?eMe],  and  whksh  shall 
not  be  included  in  the  manifest  exhibited  by  such 
master,  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sec.  19.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  collector  of  the  district 
of  Pennsylvania  to  grant  pennits  for  the  trans- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  fo- 
reign growth  or  manufactare,  across  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  to  the  dbtriot  of  New  York,  or  across 
the  State  of  Delaware  to  any  district  in  the  State 
of  Maryland  or  Virffinia ;  and  for  the  collector  of 
the  district  of  New  .York  to  grant  like  permits  for 
the  transportation  across  the  State  of  New  Jersey ; 
and  for  the  collector  of  any  district  of  Maryland 
or  Virginia  to  grant  like  permits  for  the  transport- 
ation across  the  State  of  Delaware  to  the  district 
of  Pennsylvania:  Pr<nided^  That  every  each  por<- 
mit  shall  express  the  name  of  the  owner  or  person 
sending  sach  goods,  and  of  the  person  or  persons 
to  whom  such  goods  shall  be  consigned,  with  the 
marks,  numbers,  and  description  of  the  packages, 
whether  bale,  box,  chesty  or  otherwise,  and  the 
kind  of  goods  contained  therein,  and  the  date 
when  granted;  and  the  owner  or  person  sending 
Boch  goods  shall  swear  or  affirm  that  they  were 
legally  imported,  and  the  ^duties  thereupon  paid 
or  secured:  And  provided,  aUo,  That  the  owner 
or  consignee  of  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
arrival  thereof  at  the  place  to  which  they  were 
permitted  to  be  transported,  report  the  same  to 
the  collector  of  the  aistrict  were  they  shall  so 
arrive,  and  shall  deliver  up  the  permit  accom- 
panying the  same;  and,  if  the  owner  or  consignee 
aforesaid  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  due  entry 
of  soch  goods  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
herein  directed,  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  subject  to  forfeiture ;  and,  if  the 
permit  granted  shall  not  be  given  up  within  the 
time  limited  for  making  the  said  report,  the  per- 
son or  persons  to  whom  it  was  granted,  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  deliver  it  up,  shall  forfeit  fifty  dol- 
lars for  every  twenty-four  hours  it  shall  be  with- 
held afterwards:  Provided,  That  where  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  to  be  transported  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  shall  be  of  less  value  than  eight 
hundred  dollars,  the  said  oath  and  permit  shall  not 
be  deemed  necessary,  nor  shall  the  owner  or  con- 
signee be  obliged  to  make  report  to  the  collector  of 
the  district  where  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  arrive. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  fkrther  enacted,  That,  when 
any  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,  registered 
according  to  law,  shall  be  employed  in  going  from 
any  one  district  in  the  United  States  to  any  other 
district,  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  master  or  com- 
mander thereof,  with  the  goods  she  may  have  on 
board,  previous  to  her  departure  from  the  district 
where  she  may  be,  and  also  upon  her  arrival  in 
any  other  district,  shall  be  subject  (except  as  to 
the  payment  of  fees)  to  the  same  regulations,  pro- 
visions, penalties,  and  forfeitures;  and  the  like  du- 
ties are  imposed  on  like  officers  as  is  provided  by 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  sections  of  this  act 
for  ships  or  vessels  licensed  for  carrying  on  the 
coastiag  trade:  Frovided^  however^  That  nothing 


herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
registered  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing on  board  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  of  fo- 
reign growth  or  manufacture,  brought  into  the 
United  States  in  such  ship  or  vessel  from  a  foreign 
port,  and  on  which  the  duties  have  not  been  paid  or 
secured,  according  to  law. 

Sbc.  31.  AntdTbe  it  further  enacted.  That  when 
anv  ship  or  vessel,  licensed  for  carrying  on  the 
fishery,  shall  be  intended  to  touch  and  trade  at 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  master,  commanaer,  or  owner,  to  obtain  per- 
mission for  that  purpose  from  the  collector  of  the 
district  where  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  previous 
to  her  departure,  ana  the  master  or  commander 
of  every  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  deliver  like  ma- 
nifests and  make  like  entries,  both  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  and  of  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
on  board,  within  the  same  time,  and  under  the 
same  penalty  as,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Statea, 
are  provided  for  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States  arriving  from  a  foreign  port.  And  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  licensed  for  carrying  on  the  fisheries 
shall  be  found  within  three  leagues  of  the  coast 
with  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of  foreign  growth 
or  manufacture  exceeding  the  value  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  without  having  such  permission  as  is  herein 
directed,  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  the 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture  imported  therein,  shall  m  subject  to 
seizure  and  forfeiture. 

Sec.  23.  And  he  it  further  enacted^ThsX  themaar 
ter  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  employ- 
ed  in  the  transportation  of  goods  fVom  district  to 
district  that  shall  put  into  a  port  other  than  the 
one  to  which  she  was  bound,  shall,  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  his  arrival,  if  there  be  an  oScer  resid- 
ing at  i«uch  port,  and  she  continue  there  so  long, 
make  report  of  his  arrival  to  such  officer,  with  the 
name  of  the  place  he  came  from,  and  to  whwh  he  is 
bound,  with  an  aoconnt  of  his  lading;  and  if  the 
master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  do  the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  twenty  dollars. 

Sbc.  23.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  the 
master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  of  goods  from  district 
to  district,  having  on  board  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  or  dis- 
tilled spirits,  shall,  on  his  arrival  at  the  port  to 
which  he  was  destined,  have  lost  or  mislaid  the 
certified  manifest  of  the  same,  or  the  permit  which 
was  given  therefor,  by  the  collector  or  surveyor  of 
the  district  from  whence  he  sailed,  the  collector  of 
the  district  where  he  shall  so  arrive  shall  take  bond 
for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  such  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture, 
or  distilled  spirits,  within  six  months,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  they  were  imported  from  a  fo- 
reign country :  Provided,  however.  Such  bond  shall 
be  cancelled,  if  the  said  master  shall  deliver,  or 
cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  collector  taking  such 
bond,  and  within  the  term  therein  limited  for  pay- 
ment,  a  certificate  from  the  collector  or  surveyor  of 
the  district  from  whence  he  sailed  that  such  goods 
were  legally  exported  in  such  ship  or  vessel  from 
such  district 
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Sbc.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  foreign  ship  or  ves- 
sel, bound  from  a  distriet  in  the  United  States  to 
any  other  district  within  the  same,  shall,  in  all 
cases,  previous  to  her  departure  from  such  district, 
deliver  to  the  collector  of  such  district,  duplicate 
manifests  of  the  lading  on  board  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, if  there  be  any,  or,  if  there  be  none,  he  shall 
declare  that  such  is  the  case,  and  to  the  truth 
of  such  manifests  or  [declaration,  he  shall  swear 
or  affirm,  and  also  obtain  a  permit,  from  the 
said  collector,  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to  the 
place  of  his  destination.  And  the  master  or 
commander  of  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  on  his 
arrival  within  any  district,  from  any  other  dis- 
trict, shall,  in  all  cases,  within  forty-eight  hours 
after  his  arrival,  and  previous  to  the  unlading  any 
goods  from  on  boara  such  ship  or  vessel,  deliver 
to  the  collector  of  the  district  where  he  may 
have  arrived,  a  manifest  of  the  goods  hiden  on 
board  such  ship,  or  vessel,  if  any  there  be,  or  if 
in  ballast  onlv,  he  shall  so  declare,  and  to  the 
truth  of  which  manifest  or  declaration,  he  shall 
swear  or  affirm ;  and,  also,  that  such  manifest  con- 
tains an  account  of  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise which  were  on  board  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, at  the  time,  or  have  been,  since  her  departure 
from  the  place,  from  whence  she  shall  be  reported 
last  to  have  sailed;  and  he  shall  also  deliver  to 
such  collector  the  permit  which  was  given  him 
from  the  collector  of  the  district  from  whence  he 
sailed.  And  if  the  master  or  commander  of  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  comply- 
ing with  any  of  the  requirements  herein  made,  he 
shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars :  Provided,  always, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  as 
affecting  the  payment  of  tonnage,  or  any  other  re- 
quirements which  such  ships  or  vessels  are  now 
subject  to  by  the  present  existing  laws  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  fkirther  enacted.  That  in 
every  ease,  where  the  collector  is,  by  this  act,  di- 
rected to  grant  any  enrolment,  license,  certificate, 
permit,  or  other  document,  the  naval  officer  resid- 
ing at  the  port  (if  there  be  one)  shall  sign  the 
same,  and  every  surveyor  who  shall  certify  a  ma- 
nifest, or  grant  a  permit,  or  who  shall  receive  any 
certified  manifest,  or  a  permit  as  is  provided  for  in 
this  act,  shall  make  monthly  returns  thereof,  or 
sooner,  if  it  can  conveniently  be  made,  to  the  collec- 
tor of  the  district  where  such  surveyor  may  reside. 

Sbc.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  before 
any  ship  or  vesnel,  of  the  burden  of  five  tons  and 
less  than  twenty  tons,  shall  be  licensed,  the  same 
admeasurement  shall  be  made  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, and  the  same  provisions  observed  relative  there- 
to, as  are  to  be  observed  in  case  of  admeasuring 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  registered  or  enrolled ;  but 
in  all  eases  where  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  other 
licensed  ship  or  vessel,  shall  have  been  once  ad- 
measured, it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  measure  such 
ship  or  vessel  anew,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing another  enrolment  or  license,  except  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  have  undergone  some  alteration  as 
to  her  burden,  subsequent  to  the  time  of  her  for- 
mer license. 


Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  officer  of  the  revenue  to  go  oo 
board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  whether  she  shalJ  be 
within  or  without  his  district,  and  the  same  to  in- 
spect, search,  and  examine,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  any  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
has  been  committed,  whereby  such  ship  or  vessel, 
or  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  on  board,  or 
any  part  thereof,  is,  or  are  liable  to  forfeiture,  to 
make  seizure  of  the  same. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That»  in  emrf 
case  where  a  forfeiture  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  shall  aeerae,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector,  or  other  proper 
officer,  who  shall  give  notice  of  the  seizore  of  sudi 
ship  or  vessel,  or  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merehao- 
dise,  to  insert  in  the  same  advertisement  the  name 
or  names  and  the  place  or  places  of  residence  of 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  any  snch  ship  or 
vessel,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  belonged  or 
were  consifirned,  at  the  time  of  such  seizare^  if  tbs 
same  shall  be  known  to  him. 

Sbc.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
collector  who  shall  knowingly  make  any  record  of 
enrolment  or  license  of  any  ship  or  veesfel,  and 
every  other  officer  or  person,  appointed  by,  or  ud- 
der  them,  who  shall  make  any  record,  or  grant  any 
certificate  or  other  document  whatever,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  shall 
take  any  other  or  greater  fees  than  are  by  this  act 
allowed,  or  shall  receive,  for  any  service  perform- 
ed pursuant  to  this  act,  any  reward  or  ffrataity, 
and  every  surveyor  or  other  person  appointed  to 
measure  ships  or  vessels,  who  shall  wilfoHy  de- 
liver to  any  collector  or  naval  offieer  a  false  de- 
scription of  any  ship  or  vessel,  to  be  enrolled  or 
licensed,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  npon  con- 
viction of  any  such  neglect  or  offence,  forfeit  to 
the  United  states  five  hundred  dollars,  and  be 
rendered  incapable  of  serving  in  any  olBee  of  tract 
or  profit  under  the  United  States.  And  if  aay 
person  authorized  and  required  by  this  act,  in  re- 
spect to  his  office,  to  perform  any  act  or  thing  re- 
quired by  this  act,  shall  wilfiilly  negleot  or  refuse 
to  do  and  perform  the  same,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  snch  person,  on 
being  duly  convicted  thereof,  if  not  hereby  enl^ 
to  the  penalty  and  disqualifications  aforesaid,  shall 
forfeit  an4  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for 
the  first  offence,  and  a  like  sum  for  the  second  of- 
fence, and  shall  from  thenceforward  be  rendered  in- 
capable of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  wAa 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  swear  or  affirm  to  any  of  the 
matters  herein  required  to  be  verified,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  false,  such  person  or  persons  shall  su&r 
the  like  pains  and  penalties  as  shall  be  incnrred  by 
persons  committing  wilful  and  corrupt  peijarr. 
And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  forge,  conoter- 
feit,  erase,  alter,  or  falsify  any  enrolment,  license, 
certificate,  permit,  or  other  document,  mentioned  or 
required  in  this  act  to  be  granted  by  any  offieer  of 
the  revenue,  such  person  or  persons  so  ofllendiskg 
shall  forfeit  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sbc.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  aay 
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person  or  persons  shall  assault,  resist,  obstruct,  or 
binder  any  officer  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  or 
of  any  other  act  or  law  of  the  United  States  herein 
mentioned,  or  of  an^  of  the  powers  or  authorities 
Tested  in  him  by  this  act,  or  any  other  act  or  law, 
as  aforesaid,  all  and  every  person  and  persons  so 
offending  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  for  which 
no  other  penalty  is  particularly  provided,  forfeit  five 
bandred  dollars. 

Sbc.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
licensed  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  transferred  in  whole 
or  in  part,  to  any  person  who  is  not  at  the  time  of 
such  transfer  a  citizen  of  and  resident  within  the 
United  States,  or  if  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
employed  in  any  other  trade  than  that  for  which  she 
is  licensed,  or  shall  be  found  with  a  forged  or  alter- 
ed license,  or  one  eranted  for  any  other  ship  or  ves- 
sel, every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  her  tackle,  ap- 
parel, and  furniture,  and  the  cargo  found  on  board 
her,  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sic.  33.  Provided,  nevertheleee,  and  he  it  fur^ 
iher  enacted^  That  in  all  cases  where  the  whole  or 
any  part,  of  the  ladini;  or  cargo  on  board  any  ship 
or  vessel  shall  belong  bona  fide  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons other  than  the  master,  owner,  or  mariners  of 
sach  ship  or  vessel,  and  upon  which  the  duties  shall 
have  been  previously  paid  or  secured,  according  to 
law,  shall  be  exempted  from  any  forfeiture  under 
this  act,  anything  tnerein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  34.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
fees  and  allowances  for  the  several  duties  and  ser- 
vices to  be  performed  in  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be 
as  follow,  that  is  to  say : 

For  admeasuring  every  ship  or  vessel,  in  order  to 
the  enrolment  or  licensing  and  recording  the  same, 
if  of  the  burden  of  five  tons,  and  less  than  twenty 
tons,  fifty  cents ;  if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceed- 
ing seventy  tons,  seven  tv-flve  cents;  if  above  seven- 
ty tons,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  tons,  one 
hundred  cents;  if  above  one  hundred  tons,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cents. 

For  every  certificate  of  enrolment,  fifty  cents. 

For  every  endorsement  on  a  certificate  of  enrol- 
ment, twenty  cents. 

For  every  license,  and  granting  the  same,  includ- 
ing the  bond,  if  not  exceeding  twenty  tons,  twenty- 
five  cents ;  if  above  twenty,  and  not  more  than 
one  hundred  tons,  fifty  cents ;  and  if  more  than  one 
hundred  tons,  one  hundred  cents. 

For  every  endorsement  on  a  license,  twenty 
cents. 

For  certifying  manifests,  and  granting  a  permit 
for  a  licensed  vessel  to  proceed  from  district  to  dis- 
trict, twenty-five  cents,  if  less  than  fifty  tons ;  and 
if  above  fifty  tons,  fifty  cents. 

For  receiving  a  certified  manifest,  and  granting  a 
permit  on  the  arrival  of  such  vessel,  twenty-five 
cents,  if  less  than  fifty  tons ;  and  if  above  fifty  tons, 
fifty  cents. 

For  certifying  manifests,  and  granting  a  permit 
for  a  registered  vessel  to  proceed  from  district  to 
district,  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents. 

For  receiving  a  certified  manifest,  and  granting  a 
permit,  on  the  arrival  of  such  registered  vessel,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cents. 


For  granting  a  permit  for  a  vessel,  not  belonging 
to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  pro- 
ceed from  district  to  district,  and  receiving  the  mani- 
fest, two  hundred  cents. 

For  receiving  a  manifest,  and  granting  a  permit 
to  unload,  for  such  last  mentioned  vessel,  on  her  ar- 
rival in  one  district  from  another  district,  two  hun- 
dred cents. 

For  granting  a  permit  for  a  vessel  carrying  on  the 
fishery,  to  trade  at  a  foreign  port,  twenty-five  cents ; 
and  for  the  report  and  entry  of  any  foreign  goods 
imported  in  such  vessel,  twenty-five  cents. 

And  where  a  surveyor  shall  certify  a  manifest,  or 
grant  a  permit,  or  receive  a  certified  manifest  and 
grant  a  permit,  the  fees  arising  therefrom  shall  be 
received  by  him  solely  for  his  use.  And  all  other 
fees  arising  bv  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  received 
and  aocountea  for  by  the  collector,  or,  at  his  option, 
by  the  naval  officer,  where  there  is  one ;  and  where 
there  is  a  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor, 
shall  be  equally  divided,  monthly,  between  the  said 
officers ;  and  where  there  is  no  naval  officer,  two- 
thirds  to  the  collector,  and  the  other  third  to  the 
surveyor ;  and  where  there  is  only  a  collector,  he 
shall  receive  the  whole  amount  thereof;  and 
where  there  is  more  than  one  surveyor  in  any  dis- 
trict, each  of  them  shall  receive  his  proportionable 
part  of  such  fees  as  shall  arise  in  the  port  for  which 
he  is  appointed:  Provided,  alwaye.  That,  in  all 
cases  where  the  tonnage  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
shall  be  ascertained,  by  any  person  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  such  person  shall  be  paid  a 
reasonable  compensation  therefor,  out  of  the  fees 
aforesaid,  before  any  distribution  thereof  as  afore- 
said; and  every  collector  and  naval  officer^  and 
every  surveyor,  who  shall  reside  at  a  port  where 
there  is  no  collector,  shall  cause  to  be  affixed,  and 
constantly  kept  In  some  conspicuous  place  of  his 
office,  a  iiur  table  of  the  rates  of  fees  demandable  by 
this  act 

Ssa  85.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  incurred 
by  virtue  and  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered  in  like  manner 
as  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  virtue  of 
the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,"  may  be  sued 
for,  prosecut^,  and  recovered,  and  shall  be  appro- 
priated in  like  manner :  Provided,  alwaye^  That  if 
any  officer,  entitled  to  a  part  or  share  of  any  such 
penalty  or  forfeiture,  shall  be  necessary  as  a  witnesa 
on  the  trial  for  such  penalty  or  forfeiture,  such 
officer  may  be  a  witness  upon  the  said  trial ;  but 
in  such  case  he  shall  not  receive  or  be  entitled  to 
any  part  or  share  of  the  said  penalty  or  forfeiture, 
and  the  part  or  share  to  which  he  would  otherwise 
have  been  entitled,  shall  accrue  to  the  United 
States. 

Sbc.  86.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  commence  and  take  effect  fit>m  and  after 
the  last  day  of  May  next,  and  thenceforth  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  registering  and  clearing  ves- 
sels, regulating  the  coasting  trade,  nnd  for  other 
purposes,"  and  also  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
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explain  and  amend  an  act,  entitled,  *  An  act  for 
registering  and  clearing  yessels,  regulating  the 
coasting  trade,  and  for  other  purposes,*  *'  shall  be 
repealed  and  cease  to  operate  except  as  to  the  ya- 
lidity  of  the  registers,  records,  enrolments,  and 
licenses  with  the  certificates  and  docilments,  which 
shall  have  been  done  or  granted,  in  pursuance  of 
those  acts,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
which  shall  continue  to  be  of  the  like  force  and 
effect  as  if  the  said  acts  were  not  repealed ;  and 
except,  also,  as  to  the  prosecution,  recovery,  and 
distribution  of,  and  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, which  may  have  been  incurred  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  for  which  purpose,  likewise, 
the  said  acts  shall  continue  in  force. 

Sbg.  87.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  boat 
or  lighter  not  being  masted,  or  if  masted,  and  not 
decked,  employed  in  the  harbor  of  any  town  or 
city. 

Approved,  February  18,  1793. 

An  Act  providing  compenMition  to  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  ihe  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^.,  That^  from  and  after  the 
third  day  of  March,  in  the  present  year,  the  com- 
pensation of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  twenly.five  thou^nd  dollars 
per  annum  with  the  use  of  the  furniture  and  other 
effects  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  now  in 
possession  of  the  President;  and  that  of  the  Vice 
President,  at  the  rate  of  five  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  in  full  for  their  respective  services,  to  be 
paid  quarter-yearly  at  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  February  18,  1798. 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  twenty-ninth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  respecting  the  inhabitants 
of  Post  Saint  Vincents. 

Be  it  enacted  de..  That  so  much  of  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  August,  ono 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  as  re- 
quires the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and 
other  settlers  at  Post  Saint  Vincents,  to  pay  for  the 
survey  of  the  several  tracts  which  they  rightfully 
claimed,  and  which  had  been  allotted  to  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Government, 
under  which  they  had  settled,  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
pealed: and  that  such  surveys  thereof,  as  may 
have  been  made,  be  paid  for  by  the  United  Sutes, 
not  exceeding  the  rates  hitherto  established  by 
Congress  for  making  surveys. 

Apprpved,  February  21,  1798. 

An  act  to  promote  the  pregress  of  Useful  Arts,  and  to 
repeal  the  Act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose. 

Be  it  enacted^  Sc.,  That  when  any  person  or 
persons,  being  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  shall  aUege  that  he  or  they  have  invented 
any  new  and  useftil  art,  machine,  manufacture  or 
composition  of  matter,  or  any  new  and  useful  im- 
provement on  any  art,  machine,  manufacture  or 
composition  of  matter,  not  known  or  used  before 


the  application,  and  shall  present  a  petition  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  signifying  a  desire  of  obtaining 
an  exclusive  property  in  the  same,  and  praying 
that  a  patent  may  be  granted  therefor,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Secretary  of  State  to 
cause  letters  patent  to  be  made  out  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States,  bearing  teste  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  reating  the  allegatioiis  and 
suggestions  of  the  said  petition,  and  gn^>^  *  sbort 
description  of  the  said  invention  or  discovery,  and 
thereupon  granting  to  such  petitioner  or  petition- 
ers, his,  her,  or  their  heirs,  administrators  or  as- 
signs, for  a  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  years,  the 
full  and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of  making 
constructing,  using  and  vending  to  others  to  he 
used,  the  said  invention  or  discovery,  which  letters 
patent  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  examined ;  who,  within 
fifteen  days  after  such  delivery,  if  he  finds  the 
same  conformable  to  this  act,  shall  certify  aceord- 
ingly  at  the  foot  thereof,  and  return  the  sune  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  shall  present  the  let- 
ters patent  thus  certified,  to  be  signed,  and  shall 
cause  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  thereto 
afiBxed ;  and  the  same  shall  be  good  and  available 
to  the  grantee  or  grantees,  by  force  of  this  act,  and 
shall  be  recorded  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  lor  that 
purpose,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  delivered  to  the  patentee  or  his  order. 

Sbc.  2.  Provided  altoayt^  and  he  itjurtker  emaei- 
ed^  That  any  person  who  shall  have  disoovered 
an  improvement  in  the  principle  of  any  machine, 
or  in  the  process  of  any  composition  of  matter, 
which  shall  have  been  patented,  and  shall  have 
obtained  a  patent  for  such  improvement,  be  sfaaQ 
not  be  at  liberty  to  make,  use,  or  vend  the  original 
discovery,  nor  shall  the  first  inventor  be  at  liberty 
to  use  the  improvement  And  it  is  hereby  enact- 
ed and  declared,  that  simply  changing  the  form  or 
the  proportions  of  any  machine,  or  composition  of 
matter,  in  any  degree,  shall  not  be  deemed  a  dis- 
covery. 

Sbc.  8.  And  h^U  further  enacted^  That  evcTT 
inventor,  before  he  can  receive  a  patent,  ahaU 
swear  or  affirm  that  he  does  verily  believe  that 
he  is  the  true  inventor  or  discoverer  of  the  art, 
machine,  or  improvement,  for  which  he  solicits  a 
patent,  which  oath  or  affirmation  ma^  be  made 
before  any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths, 
and  shall  deliver  a  written  description  of  his  in- 
vention, and  of  the  manner  of  using,  or  process  of 
compounding  the  same,  in  such  full,  dear,  and 
exact  terms,  as  to  distinguish  the  same  fiom  all 
other  things  before  known,  and  to  enable  any  per- 
son skilled  in  the  art  or  science,  of  which  it  is  a 
branch,  or  with  which  it  is  most  nearly  connected, 
to  make,  compound,  and  use  the  same.  And  in 
the  case  of  any  machine,  he  shall  fully  explain  the 
principle,  and  the  several  modes  in  which  he  has 
contemplated  the  application  of  that  principle  or 
character,  by  which  it  may  be  distinguished  from 
other  inventions;  and  he  shall  accompany  the 
whole  with  drawings  and  written  references^ 
where  ^e  nature  of  the  case  admits  of  drawings, 
or  witli  specimens  of  the  ingredients,  and  of  tiie 
composition  of  matter,  sufficient  in  quantity  for 
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the  purpose  of  experiment,  where  the  invention  is 
of  a  composition  of  matter;  which  description, 
signed  by  himself,  and  attested  by  two  witnesses, 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  certified  copies  thereof  shall  be  competent 
evidence,  in  all  Courts,  where  any  matter  or  thing, 
touching  such  patent  right,  shall  come  in  ques- 
tion. And  such  inventor  shall,  moreover,  deliver 
a  model  of  his  machine,  provided  the  Secretary 
shall  deem  such  model  to  be  necessary. 

Sbc.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  inventor,  his  executor,  or  ad- 
ministrator, to  assign  the  title  and  interest  in  the 
said  invention,  at  any  time,  and  the  assignee  hav- 
ing recorded  the  said  assignment,  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  shall  thereafter  stand  in 
the  place  of  the  original  inventor,  both  as  to  right 
and  responsibility,  and  so  the  assignees  of  assigns, 
to  any  degree. 

Sbc.  5.  And  le  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  shall  make,  devise,  and  use,  or  sell  the  thing 
so  invented,  the  exclusive  right  of  which  shall,  as 
aforesaid,  have  been  secured  to  any  person  by  pa- 
tent, without  the  consent  of  the  patentee,  his  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  or  assigns,  first  obtained  in 
writing,  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  to  the  patentee,  a  sum  that  shall  be  at  least 
equal  to  three  times  the  price  for  which  the  pa- 
tentee has  usually  sold  or  licensed  to  other  persons 
the  use  of  the  said  invention ;  which  may  be  re- 
covered in  an  action  on  the  case,  founded  on  this 
act,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec  6.  Prtfuided,  alvoaye^  and  be  it  further  enact- 
ed, That  the  defendant  in  such  action  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act 
and  any  special  matter,  of  which  notice  in  writing 
may  have  been  given  to  the  plaintiff  or  his  attor- 
ney, thirty  days  before  trial,  in  evidence,  tending 
to  prove  that  the  specification  filed  by  the  plaintiff 
does  not  contain  the  whole  truth  relative  to  his 
discovery,  or  that  it  contains  more  than  is  neces- 
sary to  produce  the  described  effect,  which  con- 
cealment or  addition  shall  fully  appear  to  have 
been  made,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  public, 
or  that  the  thing,  thus  secured  by  patent,  was  not 
originally  discovered  by  the'patentee,  but  had  been 
in  use,  or  bad  been  described  in  some  public  work, 
anterior  to  the  supposed  discovery  of  the  patentee, 
or  that  he  had  surreptitiously  obtained  a  patent 
for  the  discovery  of  another  person ;  in  either  of 
which  cases,  judgment  shall  be  rendered  for  the 
defendant,  with  costs,  and  the  patent  shall  be  de- 
clared void. 

Ssa  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  where 
any  State,  before  its  adoption  of  the  present  form 
of  Government,  shall  have  granted  an  exclusive 
right  to  any  invention,  the  party  claiming  that 
right  shall  not  be  capable  of  obtaining  an  exclu- 
sive right  under  this  act,  but  on  relinquishing  his 
right  under  such  particular  State,  and  of  such  re- 
linquishment, his  obtaining  an  exclusive  right 
under  this  act  shall  be  sufficient  evidence. 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  per- 
sons whose  applications  for  patents  were,  at  the 
time  of  passing  this  act,  depending  before  the  Se- 


cretary of  State,  Secretary  at  War,  and  Attorney 
General,  according  to  the  act,  passed  the  second 
session  of  the  first  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,"  on  comply- 
mg  with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  and  paying  the 
fees  herein  required,  may  pursue  their  respective 
claims  to  a  patent  under  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
of  interfering  applications,  the  same  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  arbitration  of  three  persons,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  chosen  by  each  of  the  applicants, 
and  the  third  person  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  and  the  decision  or  award  of 
such  arbitrators,  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  writing,  and  subscribed  by  them,  or  any 
two  of  them,  shall  be  final,  as  far  as  respects  the 
granting  of  the  patent :  and  if  either  of  the  app]>^* 
cants  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  choose  an  arbitrafm^, 
the  patent  shall  issue  to  the  opposite  party.  And 
where  there  shall  be  more  than  two  interfering 
applications,  and  the  parties  applying  shall  not  all 
unite  in  appointing  three  arbitrators,  it  shall  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  appoint 
three  arbitrators  for  the  purpose. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  upon  , 
oath  or  affirmation  being  made,  before  the  Judge 
of  the  District  Court,  where  the  patentee,  his  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  or  assigns  reside,  that  any 
patent,  which  shall  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  was  obtained  surreptitiously,  or  upon  false 
suggestion,  and  motion  made  to  the  said  Court, 
within  three  years  after  issuing  the  said  patent, 
but  not  afterwards,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Judge  of  the  said  District  Court,  if  the  matter 
alleged  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  sufficient  to  grant 
a  rule,  that  the  patentee,  or  his  executor,  adminis- 
trator, or  assign,  show  cause  why  process  should 
not  issue  against  him  to  repeal  such  patent.  And 
if  sufficient  cause  shall  not  bo  shown  to  the. con- 
trary, the  rule  shall  bo  made  absolute,  and  there- 
upon the  said  Judge  shall  order  process  to  be  issued 
against  such  patentee,  or  bis  executors,  adminis- 
trators, or  assigns,  with  costs  of  suit  And  in  case 
no  sufficient  cause  shall  be  shown  to  the  contrary, 
or  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  patentee  was  not  the 
true  inventor  or  discoverer,  judgment  shall  be  ren- 
dered by  such  Court  for  the  repeal  of  such  patent ; 
and  if  the  party,  at  whose  complaint  the  process 
issued,  shall  have  judgment  given  against  him,  he 
shall  pay  all  such  costs  as  the  defendant  shall  be 
put  to,  in  defending  the  suit,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
Court,  and  recovered  in  due  course  of  law. 

Sac.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
inventor,  before  he  presents  his  petition  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  signifying  his  desire  of  obtaining 
a  patent,  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  thirty  dol- 
lars, for  which  he  shall  take  duplicate  receipts ; 
one  of  which  receipts  he  shall  deliver  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  when  he  presents  bis  petition ; 
and  the  money  thus  paid  shall  be  in  full  for  the 
sundry  services  to  be  performed  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  consequent  on  such  peti- 
tion, and  shall  pass  to  the  account  of  clerk-hire  in 
that  office :  Provided,  nevertheleu^  That  for  every 
copy  which  may  be  required  at  the  said  office,  of 
any  paper  respecting  any  patent  that  has  been 


1485 


APPENDIX. 


1436 


Acts  of  Congre99, 


granted,  the  person  obtaining  such  copy,  shall  pay 
at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  for  every  copy-sheet  of 
one  hundred  words,  and  for  every  copy  of  a  draw- 
ing, the  party  obtaining  the  same  shall  pay  two 
dollars ;  of  which  payments,  an  account  shall  be 
rendered  annually  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  shall  also  pass  to  the  account  of 
derk-hire  in  the  ofiBce  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  the 
act  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  entitled  '*  An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  Useful  Arts,*'  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  always. 
That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  invalidate  any  patent,  that  may  have 
been  granted  under  the  authority  of  the  said  act ; 
and  all  patentees  under  the  saM  act,  their  execu- 
tors, administrators,  and  assigns,  shall  be  consid- 
ered within  the  purview  of  this  act,  in  respect  to 
the  violation  of  their  rights  :  Provided,  Such  vio- 
lations shall  be  committed  after  the  passing  of 
this  act 

Approved,  February  21,  1793. 


Ad  Act  making  Provision  for  the  Persons  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Whereas,  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  Major  Alex- 
ander Trueman,  while  employed  in  carrying 
messages  of  peace  to  the  hostile  Indians,  were 
killed  by  the  said  Indians : 

Be  it  enacted  <lke.,  That  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annum,  for  seven  years,  be  allowed  to 
the  widow  and  orphan  children  of  the  said  Colo- 
nel John  Harding ;  and  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  for  the  same  term  of  seven 
years,  to  the  orphan  children  of  the  said  Major 
Alexander  Trueman,  to  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  and  to  be  paid  half-yearly,  at  the  Treasury, 
Co  the  said  widow,  and  to  the  guardians  of  the  said 
orphan  children,  or  to  their  legal  attorneys. 

Approved,  February  27,  1798. 


An  Act  for  repealing  the  several  Impost  Laws  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  im- 
pose a  duty  on  useful  beasts  imported  for  breed. 

Be  it  enacted,  dx..  That  the  several  laws  of  the 
United  States,  imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
fio  &r  as  they  may  be  deemed  to  impose  a  duty  on 
horstfs,  cattle,  sheep,  swine,  or  other  useful  beasts 
imported  into  the  United  States  for  breed,  shall  be 
repealed. 

Approved,  Februaiy  27, 1793. 


An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  the  act,  entitled 
*An  act  to  extend  the  time  limits  fur  settling  the 

^  accounts  of  the  United  Slates  with  the  individual 
States." 

Be  it  enacted,  dbc.,  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  with 


the  individual  States,"  which  extended  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  between  the  United  Statet 
and  the  State  of  Vermont,  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  established  to  settle  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,  in  apportioning  the  aggregate  of  ail 
the  balances  due  to  each  State  between  the  States, 
agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  acoounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  individul 
States,"  shall  have  no  regard  to  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the 
apportioning  of  the  balances  aforesaid,  the  State 
of  Kentucky  shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  the  admission  of  the  said  Stale 
of  Kentucky  as  a  member  of  the  Union  notwith- 
standing. 

Approved,  February  27, 1793. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  claims  to  Invalid 

Whereas,  the  act  passed  at  the  last  aesaion  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  '*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  widows  and  orphaas 
barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore  established, 
and  to  reffulate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensions,^ 
is  found  b^  experience  inadequate  to  preveot 
the  admission  of  improper  claims  to  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  not  to  contain  a  sufficient  lacihty 
for  the  allowance  of  such  as  may  be  well 
founded.    Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  second,  third,  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  said  act  be  repealed,  aad 
that  in  future,  all  claims  to  such  pensions  shall  be 
reflated  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit :  Firsts 
AU  evidence  relative  to  invalids  shall  be  taken 
upon  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  Judge  of  the 
district  in  which  such  invalids  reside,  or  before 
any  three  persons  specially  authorized  by  com- 
mission from  the  said  Judge.  Secondly,  'ihe 
evidence  relative  to  any  claimant  muat  prove  de- 
cisive disability  to  have  been  the  effect  of  known 
wounds  received  while  in  the  actual  line  of  his 
duty,  in  the  seifvice  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war.  That  this  evidence  must  he  the  af- 
fidavits of  the  commanding  officer  or  surgeon  of 
the  ship,  regiment,  corps,  or  company,  in  whidi 
such  claimant  served,  or  two  other  czedible  wit- 
nesses, to  the  same  effect,  setting  forth  the  time 
and  place  of  such  known  wound.  Thirdly,  Every 
claimant  shall  be  examined  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, by  two  physicians  or  surgeons,  to  be  author- 
ized by  commission  from  the  said  Judge,  who 
shall  report,  in  writing,  their  opinion,  upon  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  nature  of  the  said  dies- 
bility,  and  in  what  degree  it  prevents  the  claimast 
from  obtaining  his  livelihood  by  labor.  Fourthly, 
Every  claimant  shall  produce  evidence  of  the 
time  of  his  kaving  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  He  must  also  produce  evidence  of  three 
reputable  freeholders  of  the  city,  town,  orcountj, 
in  which  he  usually  resided  for  the  two  years  ia- 
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mediately  after  he»  left  the  senrice,  as  aforesaid,  of 
the  existence  of  his  disability  during  that  period ; 
and  ascertaining,  of  their  own  knowledge,  the 
mode  of  life,  employment,  labor,  or  means  of  sup- 
port of  the  claimant  Fifthly.  And  the  said  claim- 
ant must  produce  the  evidence  of  two  credible 
witnesses,  of  the  continuance  of  his  disability  from 
the  expiration  of  the  said  two  years  to  the  time  of 
his  application.  Sixthly.  Each  claimant  must 
show  a  good  and  suflScient  cause  why  he  did  not 
apply  for  a  pension  to  the  person  or  persons  autho- 
rized to  examine  his  claim,  on  or  before  the  eleventh 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,  the  time  limited  for  applications  of 
this  nature.  Seventhly.  No  evidence  of  any  claim- 
ant shall  be  admitted,  whose  claim  has  been  exa- 
mined and  rejected  on  or  before  the  aforesaid 
eleventh  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Judge  of  the  district  shall  transmit  a  list  of  such 
claims,  accompanied  by  the  evidence  herein  di- 
rected, to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  in  order  that  the  same  may  bo  compared 
with  the  muster-rolls  and  other  documents  in  his 
office ;  and  the  said  Secretary  shall  make  a  state- 
ment of  the  cases  of  the  said  claimants  to  Con- 
gress, with  such  circumstances  and  remarks  as 
may  be  necessary  in  order  to  enable  them  to  take 
such  order  thereon  as  thev  may  judee  proper. 

Sea  8.  Arid  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no'per- 
son  not  on  the  Pension  List  before  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  who 
shall  not  have  complied  with  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations herein  prescribed ;  saving,  however,  to  all 
persons,  all  and  singular  their  rights  founded  upon 
legal  adjudications  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  wi- 
dows and  orphans,  barred  by  the  limitations  here- 
tofore established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to 
Invalid  Pensions  ;*'  but  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  conjunction  with  the  Attor- 
ney General,  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  obtain  an  adjudication  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  on  the  validity  of  any 
such  rights,  claimed  under  the  act  aforesaid,  by  the 
determination  of  certain  persons  styling  them- 
selves Commissioners. 

Ssa  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  claim 
to  a  pension  shall  be  allowed  under  this  act,  which 
shall  not  be  presented  within  two  years  from  the 
passing  the  same. 

Approved,  February  28, 1708. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  toe  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety -three. 

Be  it  .enaeted^  Ac,,  That,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1798,  there  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  one  million  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  thousand  and  forty-four  dollars  and  seventy- 
two  cents ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 


thirty  thousand  dollars:   For  the  like  compensa- 
tions to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  their  officers  and  attendants,  esti- 
mated for  a  session  of  six  months*  continuance, 
one  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  five  bun* 
dred  and  ninety-one  dollars:  For  the  salaries  of 
the  Doorkeepers  and  Assistant  Doorkeepers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  under  the 
act  for  their  compensation  passed  the  twelfth  of 
April,  one   thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents :  For  the  expenses  of 
firewood,  stationery,  printing  work,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars :   For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  for  contingent  expenses  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, five  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars: 
For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  Associate  Judges,  District  Judges,  and  the 
Attorney  General,  forty-three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars :  For  the  additional  salary  of  the  At- 
torney General,  by  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  two 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents : 
For  I  defraying  the  expense  of  clerks  of  Courts, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fund  arising 
from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars :  For  defraying  the  expenses  of  prose- 
cutions for  offences  against  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  four  thousand 
dollars:  For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,   clerks,   and  persons  employed   in  his 
office,  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars :  For  salary  of  the  two  principal  clerks  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  eighth  of  May 
to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  thousand  and 
forty-three  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents:   For 
expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dollars :  For  compen- 
sation to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  clerks, 
and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  nine  thousand 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars :  For  the  increased 
sabiry  of  the  Comptroller,  from  the  eighth  of  May 
to  the  thirty- first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety- two,  two  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars  and  eighty-two  cents :  For  expense  of  sta- 
tionery, printing,  and  all  other   contingent  ex- 
penses in  the  Comptroller's  office,  six  hundred  dol- 
lars:   For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and   persons  employed    in  his 
office,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 
For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Auditor,  from  the 
eighth  of  May  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents :  For 
expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  six  hundred 
dollars:  For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons    employed  in   his 
office,  eighteen  thousand  six  hundred  dollars :  For 
the  increased  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
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8ory,  from  the  eighth  of  May  to  the  thirty-flrst  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two, three  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and 
three  cents ;  and  fur  making  good  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  one  hundred  dollars ;  making, 
in  the  whole,  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars 
and  three  cents :  For  expenses  of  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  other  contingent  expenses,  in  the  Re- 
gister's office,  two  thousand  dollars :  For  compen- 
sation to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and  persons  cm- 
ployed  in  his  office,  four  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars :  For  the  increased  salary  of  the  Treasurer,' 
from  the  eighth  of  May  to  the  thirty-first  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  and  for  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
priation  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  for  clerks  in  that  office,  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents :  For 
expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  printing,  and  other 
contingencies  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars :  For  compensation  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons 
employed  in  his  office,  four  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars:  For  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that 
office,  from  the  establishment  thereof  to  the  thirty- 
first  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety- two,  including  also  contingent  ex- 
penses to  the  same  time,  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  dollars  and  forty-six  cents : 
For  the  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, three  hundred  dollars :  To  make  good  the 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars :  For  the  pay- 
ment of  rent  for  the  several  houses  employed  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents : 
For  wood  and  candles  in  the  several  offices  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  (except  the  Treasurer's 
office,)  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars:  For 
compensations  to  the  several  Loan  offices,  thirteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  For 
defraying  the  expenses  of  stationery,  and  for  hire 
of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  several  Commis^ 
sioners  of  Loans,  to  the  first  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  thirty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and 
ninety-five  cents :  To  make  good  deficiencies  in 
former  appropriations,  for  similar  expenses,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars :  For  com- 
pensation to  the  Secretary  of  State,  clerks,  and 
other  persons  employed  in  his  office,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars :  For  defraying  the  expense 
of  collecting  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  pub- 
lishing and  distributing  the  laws  of  Congress,  and 
all  other  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one 
dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents :  To  make  good  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  for  the 


contingent  expenses  in    this  office,   ninety-tbree 
dollars  and  thirty-four  cents :  For  compensatioo  to 
the  Commissioners  for  settlement  of  the  aocooDt& 
between  the  United  States  and    the    iodiTidaal 
States,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  their  office, 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  doQars:  For 
defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Boftrd  of 
Commissioners,  four  hundred  and  seven  dollars: 
For  compensation  to  the  Govemor8,  Secitlanea, 
and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  and  the 
Territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio,  ten  thousuid 
three  hundred  dollars :  For  expenses  of  stationery, 
office  rent,  printing  patents  for  lands,  and  ochcr 
contingent  expenses  in  both  the  said  Territories, 
seven  hundred  dollars :   For  the  payment  of  the 
pensions  granted  to    invalids,  eighty-two    thoo- 
sand  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  thirtj- 
two  cents :  For  payment  of  the  annual  aOowanee 
granted  bv  Congress  to  Baron  Steuben,  two  tboo- 
aand  five  hundr^  dollars :  For  payment  of  sandrj 
pensions  granted  by  the  late  Goremment,  tiro 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars 
and  seventy-three  cents:    For  the  maintenance 
and  repair  of  lighthouses,  beacons,  piers,  atakes, 
and  buoys,  twenty  thousand  dollars :  For  the  frr- 
ther  expense  of  building  and  equipping  ten  cotters, 
three  thousand  dollars  :  For  the  purchase  of  hy- 
drometers for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms and  inspectors  of  the  revenue,  one  tboasaikd 
five  hundred  dollars :  To  make  good  the  defldencT 
in   the  appropriation  of  the  year  one   thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  for  the  purchase  of 
hydrometers,  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  tea 
cents:  For  the  payment  of  such   demands,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  dalj 
allowed  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  fire  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars:    For 
compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  derks,  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  seven  thousand  and 
fifty  dollars :  For  the  increased  salary  of  the  chief 
clerk  in  the  War  Department,  from  the  e^th  of 
May  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  and  forty-one  cents:   For  expenses 
of  firewood,  stationery,  printing,  and  other  eontin- 
gent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  six  hundred  dollars:  For  compensation  to 
the  accountant  to  the  War  I>epartment,  and  clerks 
in  his  office,  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars: 
For  salary  to  the  accountant,  clerks,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  in  that  office  from  the  establish- 
ment thereof  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  thoe- 
sand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  eigfatj- 
nine  cents:  For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office 
of  the  accountant  of  the  War  Department,  three 
hundred  dollars :  For  payment  of  four  years*  reat 
for  the  buildings  occupied  for  offices  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  accountant,  one  thousand  ox 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents: 
For  salaries  of  the  storekeepers  at   the   several 
arsenals,  rents  for  the  buildings  occupied  as  maga- 
sines,  for  payment  of  the  laborers,  coopers,  anao- 
rers,  and  other  persons  emploved  in  taking  care  of 
the  ordnance,   arms,  and  military   stores,   seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  aod 
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thirty-two  cents:  For  ^v^  hundred  rifles,  pur- 
chased in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  six  thousand  dollars :  For  expense 
of  repairing  arms,  equipments  of  cannon,  cartridge 
hozes,  swords,  and  every  other  article  in  the  OA- 
nance  Department,  ten  thousand  dollars :  For  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department, 
fifty  thousand  aollars :  For  the  pay  of  the  troops 
authorized  hy  law,  three  hundred  and  four  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eight  dollars:  For  suh- 
sistence,  three  hundred  ana  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents :  For  fora^,  thirty-four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  dollars  :  For  Nothing,  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thousand  dollars:  For  equipments 
for  cavalry,  five  thousand  dollars :  For  horses  for 
cavalry,  five  thousand  dollars :  For  Hospital  De- 
portment, twenty-five  thousand  dollars :  For  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars :  For  maps,  hiring  expresses,  allowance  to 
officers  for  extra  expenses,  printing,  loss  of  stores, 
advertising,  apprehending  deserters,  and  every 
other  contingent  expense  m  the  War  Department, 
thirty  thousand  dollars :  For  the  defensive  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers,  fifty  thousand  dollars :  For 
the  payment  of  hounties,  fifteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  herein  hefore  made  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  funds  following,  to 
wit: 

First :  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars reserved  by  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States.  Secondly,  the  surplus, 
which  may  remain  unexpended,  d  the  moneys 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  War  Department, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-two: And,  thirdly,  The  surplus  of  the  exist- 
ing revenues  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  except  what  may  be  otherwise  appropriated, 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  3,  And  he  k  further  enacted^  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Uiiited  States  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, on  account  of  the  said  States,  any  sum  or 
Bums,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed- 
ing five  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  to  be  applied 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  be  repaid  out  of 
the  said  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three :  And  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sum.  And  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  Loan, 
tnade  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pursuant 
to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  by  which  it  is 
ncorporated,  to  be  paid  off,  in  sums  not  less  than 
ifty  thousand  dollars,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  state 
>f  the  Treasury  may,  from  time  to^  time,  admit, 
>ut  of  any  moneys,  which  may  be  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, having  due  regard  to  the  exigencies  of  Go- 
vernment, and  the  appropriations  made  and  to  be 
nade  by  law. 
Approved,  February  28, 1793 

2d  Coh. 


An  Act  to  regulate  Trade  and  Interoourae  vidi  the 

Indian  Tribes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  no  person  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  any  trade  or  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes  without  a  license  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Department, 
or  of  such  other  person  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  authorize  to  mnt  licenses  for 
that  purpose ;  which  Snperintendent,  or  person  so 
authorized,  shall,  on  application,  issue  such  license^ 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  to  any  proper 
person,  who  shall  enter  into  bond,  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  approved  of  by  the  Superintendent, 
or  person  issuing  such  license,  or  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  penal  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  United  States, 
conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithful  observance  of 
such  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  are  or 
shall  be  made,  for  the  government  of  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  said  Su- 
perintendents, and  persons  licensed,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  governed,  in  all  things  touching  the  said 
trade  and  intercourse,  by  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
prescribe. 

SEa  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Su- 
perintendent, or  person  issuing  such  license,  shall 
have  fall  power  and  authority  to  recall  the  same, 
if  the  person  so  licensed  shall  transffress  any  of 
the  ragulations  or  restrictions  provided  for  the 
government  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes ;  and  shall  nut  in  suit  such  bonds  as  he 
may  have  taken,  on  the  breach  of  any  condition 
therein  contained. 

Ssa  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person  who  shall  attempt  to  trade  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  or  shall  be  found  in  the  Indian  country, 
with  such  merchandise  in  his  possession  as  are 
usually  vended  to  the  Indians,  without  lawful  li- 
cense, shall  forfeit  all  the  merchandise  offered  for 
sale  to  the  Indians,  or  found  in  his  possession  ia 
the  Indian  country,  and  shall,  moreover,  be  liable  . 
to  a  fine,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
to  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court  in  whidi  the  trial  shall  be : 
Provided,  That  any  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
merely  traveling  through  any  Indian  town  or  ter- 
ritor}%  shall  be  at  liberty  to  purchase,  by  exchange 
or  otherwise,  such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for 
his  subsistence,  without  incurring  any  penalty. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  it  any 
citizen  or  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
either  of  the  Territorial  districts  of  the  United 
States,  shall  go  into  any  town,  settlement,  or 
territory,  belonging  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  murder,  robbe- 
ry, larceny,  trespass,  or  other  crime,  a^nst  the 
Serson  or  property  of  any  friendly  Indian  or  In- 
ians,  whidi,  if  committed  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  State,  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
of  the  said  districts,  against  a  citizen  thereof,  would 
be  punishable  by  the  laws  of  such  State  or  district, 
sucn  offender  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  punish- 
ment, as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed  with- 
in the  State  or  district  to  which  he  or  she  may 
belong,  against  a  citizen  thereofl 
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8ec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any 
•uob  citizen  or  inhabitant  shall  make  a  settlement 
on  lands  belonging  to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall 
survey  such  lands,  or  designate  their  bonndaries, 
by  marking  trees,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars  nor  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  suffer  imprisonment,  not  exceeding 
twelve  months,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court  be- 
fore whom  the  trial  shall  be :  and  it  shall,  more- 
over, be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
8tates  to  take  such  measures  as  he  may  judge 
necessary,  to  remove  from  lands  belonging  to  any 
Indian  tribe,  any  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  made,  or  shall  hereafter 
make,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  thereon. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  any  horse  of 
an  Indian,  or  of  any  white  man  in  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory, without  special  license  for  that  purpose; 
which  license  the  Superintendent,  or  such  other 
person  as  the  President  shall  appoint,  is  hereby 
authoiized  to  grant,  on  the  same  terms,  conditions, 
and  restrictions,  as  other  licenses  are  to  be  gi'anted 
under  this  act :  Provided^  alao,  That  every  person 
-who  shall  purchase  a  hora»e  or  horses,  under  such 
license,  before  he  exposes  such  horse  or  horses  for 
sale,  and  within  fifteen  days  after  they  shall  have 
been  brought  out  of  the  Indian  country,  shall  make 
a  particular  return  to  the  Superintendent,  or  other 

Eerson  from  whom  he  obtained  his  license,  of  every 
orse  by  him  purchased,  as  aforesaid,  describing 
such  horses  by  their  color,  height,  and  other  natu- 
ral or  ai'tificial  marks,  under  the  penalties  con- 
tained in  their  respective  bonds.  And  every  per- 
son purchasing  a  horse  or  horses,  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  Indian  country,  without  a  special  license,  shall, 
for  every  hoi-se  thus  purchased  and  brought  into 
any  settlement  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
foneit,  for  every  horse  thus  purchased,  or  brought 
from  the  Indian  country,  a  sum  not  more  than  one 
hundred  dollai*s,  nor  less  than  thirty  dollars,  to  be 
rcoovertd  in  any  Court  of  Reooi*d  having  compe- 
tent jurisdiction.  And  every  person  who  shall 
purchase  a  horse,  knowing  him  to  be  brought  out 
of  the  Indian  territory  by  any  person  or  persons 
not  licensed,  as  above,  to  purchase  the  same,  shall 
forfeit  the  value  of  such  horse ;  one-half  for  the 
benefit  of  the  informant,  the  other  half  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid. 
Sec.  7.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  no  agent, 
supeiintendent,  or  other  person,  authorized  to  grant 
a  Uoense  to  trade,  or  purchase  horses,  shall  have 
any  interest  or  concern  in  any  trade  with  the  In- 
dians, or  in  the  puixhase  or  sale  of  any  horses,  to 
or  from  any  Indian ;  and  that  any  person  oflfend- 
ing  herein,  shall  forfeit  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
be  imprisoned,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Couit,  be- 
fore which  the  conviction  shall  be  had,  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  months. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  pur- 
chase or  grant  of  lands,  or  of  any  title  or  claim 
thereto,  from  any  Indians,  or  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  within  the  bounds  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  of  any  validity,  in  law  or  equity,  unless 
the  same  be  made  by  a  ti'eaty  or  convention  en- 


tered into  pursuant  to  the  Constitution:  and  it 
shall  be  a  misdemeanor  in  any  person,  not  em- 
ployed under  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
in  negotiating  such  treaty  or  convention,  punish- 
able by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  months, 
directly  or  indirectly  to  treat  wkh  any  rach  In- 
dians, nation,  or  tribe  of  Indiana,  for  the  title  or 
purchase  of  any  lands  by  them  held  or  dkiraed  r 
Pr<mded,  nevertheUu,  That  it  shall  be  lawfbl  Idt 
the  agent  or  agents  of  any  State,  who  may  be  pre- 
sent at  any  treaty  held  with  Indians,  andier  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  in  the  presence, 
and  with  the  approbation  of,  the  Commissioner  or 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  appcrinCed  to 
hold  the  same,  to  propose  to,  and  adjust  with,  the 
Indians,  the  compensation  to  be  made  for  their 
clsims  to  lands  within  such  State,  which  shall  be 
extinguished  by  the  treaty. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  in  order 
to  promote  civilization  among  the  friendly  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  secure  the  continuance  of  their  friend- 
ship, it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  them  to  be  fttraished 
with  useful  domestic  animals  and  implements  of 
husbandry,  and  also  to  furnish  them  with  goods 
or  money)  in  such  proportions  as  he  shall  jodge 
proper,  and  to  appoint  such  persons,  frono  time  to 
time,  as  temporanr  agents,  to  reside  among  the 
Indians,  as  he  shall  think  proper :  Fretided,  That 
the  whole  amount  of  such  presents,  and  allbw- 
auce  to  Ruch  agents,  shall  not  exceed  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Superior  Courts  of  each  of  the  said  Territorial  dis- 
tricts, and  the  Circuit  Courts,  and  other  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  of  similar  jurisdiction  in 
criminal  causes,  in  each  district  of  the  Uoit^ 
SUtes,  into  which  any  offender  against  this  act 
shall  be  first  brought,  or  in  which  be  shall  be  ap^ 
prehended,  shaU  have,  and  are  hereby  invested 
with,  full  power  and  authority,  to  hear  and  de- 
termine all  crimes^  offences,  and  misdemeanors, 
against  this  act;  such  Courts  proceeding  therein 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  crimes,  offences, 
and  misdemeanors,  had  been  committed  within 
the  bounds  of  their  respective  districts :  and  in  aS 
cases  where  the  punishment  shall  not  be  death, 
the  County  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  nid 
Territorial  districts,  and  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  in  then*  respective  districts,  shall 
have,  and  are  hereby  invested  with,  like  power  to 
hear  and  determine  the  same. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shaU 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  Governors  of  such  Territorial 
districts,  respectively,  on  proof  to  them  made,  that 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  said  districts,  or  either  of  them^  hare  been 
guilty  of  any  of  the  said  crimes,  offences,  or  rats- 
demeanors,  within  any  town,  settlement,  or  terri- 
tory, belonging  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of  Indians, 
to  cause  such  person  or  persons  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, and  brought  into  either  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  said  districts,  and  to  be  proceeded  against 
in  due  course  of  law.    And  in  all  cases  where  the 
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punishment  shall  l>e  death,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Ciovernor  of  the  distriet  into  which  the  offender 
nay  be  first  brought,  or  in  which  he  may  be  ap- 
prahended,  to  issue  a  eomoitssion  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner to  the  Superior  Judges  of  the  district,  who 
eha^l  have  full  power  and  authority  to  hear  and 
determjae  all  such  capital  cases,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  Superior  Uoorts  of  such  districts  have, 
in  thetr  ordinary  sessions.    And  when  the  offend- 
er shall  be  bruuffht  into,  or  shall  be  apprehended 
in,  any  of  the  United  States,  except  Kentucky,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
^States  to  issue  a  Kke  commission  to  any  two  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Judge  of  the  district,  in  which  the  offender 
jDS^  hsve    been    apprehended   or  first  brought; 
which  Judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  the 
Bane  jurisdiction,  in  such  capital  cases,  as  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  such  district,  and  shall  proceed  to 
trial  and  judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as  such 
Cireuit  Court  mi^ht  or  could  do. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines 
and  forfeitures,  which  shall  accrue  under  this  act, 
shaU  be,  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  informant,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
on  behalf  of  d^  United  States,  in  which  case  the 
whole  sliall  be  to  their  use. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  trade 
or  intercourse  with  Indians  living  on  lands  sur- 
rounded by  settlements  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  of 
the  individual  States. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  all  and 
every  other  act  and  acts,  coming  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  act,  shnll  be,  and  are  hereby,  repealed. 
Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and 
from  thenoe  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of 
dongress,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  March  1,  1793. 


Jhm  Act  to  mscertam  the  Fees  in  Admiralty  proceedings 
in  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  there  ehall  not  be  taxed  or  ad- 
fudged  to  any  officer  or  other  person,  any  greater 
or  other  foe  or  reward,  for  or  in  respect  of  any  ser- 
vice to  be  done  or  performed  in  any  of  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of  Admiralty 
>r  maritime  jurisdiction,  than  such  as  la  hereinafter 
ipecified,  that  is  to  say : 

Fees  of  the  Counsellor  or  Attorney  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court,  in  Admiralty  and  maritime  proceed- 
nge: 

The  stated  fee  for  drawing  and  exhibiting  libel, 
Jaim,  or  answer  in  each  cause,  three  dollars ; 

Drawing  interrogatories,  three  dollars  ,* 

And  All  other  services  in  any  one  cause,  three 
ollara. 

Sec.  3.  Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  District  Court, 
1  Admiralty  and  maritime  causes : 

For  drawing  every  stipulation,  process,  monition, 


or   subpoena,  for  each   sheet,  containing   ninety 
words,  fifteen  cents ; 
And  for  engrossing  each  aheet,  ten  cents ; 
Entering  the  return  of  process,  fifteen  cents ; 
Filing  every  libel,  claim,  pleading,  or  other  paper, 
six  cents ; 

Copies  of  the  pleadings,  interrogatories,  deposi- 
tions, and  exhibits,  when  required,  for  each  sheet 
of  ninety  words,  ten  cents ; 
Entering  each  proclamation,  fifteen  cents ; 
Entering  each  defiiult,  twelve  cents ; 
Entering  every  rule  of  Court,  fifteen  cents ; 
Examining  each  witness,  and  drawing  his  depo* 
sition,  for  each  sheet   containing-  ninety  woras^ 
fifteen  cents; 

Certifying  each  exhibit  or  writing  shown  to  m 
witness,  at  his  examination,  twenty-five  cents ; 

Drawing  every  decree,  or  decretal  order,  for  each 
sheet  containing  ninetv  words,  fifteen  cents; 

And  for  entering  the  same  in  the  minutes,,  for 
each  aheet,  as  aforesaid,  ten  cents ; 

For  drawing  a  record,  or  making  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings,  for  each  aheet  containing  ninety  words^ 
fifteen  cents ; 

But  no  uleading,  deposition,  exhibit,  or  other 
writing,  tQ  be  inserted  therein  verbatim,  or  in  hcBC 
verba,  shall  be  computed  as  any  part  of  such  draft 
Entering  a  record  in  the  register,  or  engrossing: 
or  copying  proceedings  or  records  to  be  sealed,  or 
exemplified,  for  each   sheet  of  ninety  words,  in^ 
eluding  all  the  pleading  depositions,  exhibits,  and 
writings  inserted  therein,  ten  cents ; 
Every  certificate,  twenty  cents ; 
Entering  return  of  appraisement  or  satee^  foir 
each  sheet  of  ninetv  words,  ten  cents ; 

Afiixing  the  seal  to  any  paper,  when  re^aiced;, 
twenty-five  cents ; 

Drawing  commission  to  examine  witnesses,,  fbn- 
each  sheet  containing  ninety  words,  fifteen;  oents. 

And  for  engrossing  the  same,  if  on  parchment,, 
including  the  parchment,  twenty  cents ; 

And  if  on  paper,  for  each  aheet  of  ninety  word^, 
ten  cents ; 
Swearing  each  witness  in  Court,  ten.oents; 
For  every  entry  or  writing  not  mentioned'  or 
described,  such  allowance  shall  be  taxed^,,as.  for. 
similar  services  herein  mentioned. 

All  money  deposited  in  Court,  oDt^anif  a  qumrterr 
per  cent. 

Sec.  3.  Feea  of  the  Marshal  m\  the  DbtrioH 
Court,  in  Admiralty  and  maritime  craaes : 

For   summoning   every    witness  or   appraiser,, 
fifteen  cents ; 
Making  each  proclamation,  fifteen  cevis; 
Serving  every  capias,  attnchment,  or'summanB,^ 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents; 

Traveling  each  mile,  going  only,  either  t^  serve' 
process,  or  subpcena  witnesses,  ten  cents ; 

Custody  fees  of  a  vessel,  for  each  day^  ^e  doP' 
and  fifty  cents;  ^ 

Sales,  for  any  sum  under  five  hqndred 
two  and  a  half  per  cent ;  and  for  any  \r  .  \\^x^ 

one  and  a  quarter  per  cent*  upon  the  <>  ^nm. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enat'  oTgct  »» 

be  allowed  and  taxed,  in  the  ^icess.     ,  ^^ 

and  District  CourU  of  the  U  ^i^,  '^    (^yx^> 

,^ted  States,  ^ 
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of  the  parties  obtaining  jodgroenta  therein,  aach 
compenaatioD  for  their  travel  and  attendance,  and 
for  attorneya  and  counsellors'  fees,  except  in  the 
District  Courts  in  cases  of  Admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,  as  are  allowed  in  the  Supreme  or 
Superior  Courts  of  the  respective  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  1, 1793. 

An  Act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  ezpeme 
of  a  Treaty  with  the  Indiana  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That  a.  sum,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  arising  from  the 
surplus  of  former  appropriations  unexpended,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  negotiating  and  treating  with 
the  hostile  Indian  tribes  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  Commissioners  who  may  be  appointed  for 
managing  snch  negotiations  and  treaties,  shall  be 
entitled  to  an  allowance,  exclusive  of  his  neces- 
sary expenses,  of  eight  dollars  per  day,  during  his 
actual  service,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  so 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  2,  1793. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Ac^  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  th«  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  eft:.,  That  the  attendance  of  only 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the 
several  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
hereafter  held,  shall  be  sufficient,  any  law  requiring 
the  attendance  of  two  of  the  said  Justices  notwith- 
standing: Pravided,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  cases  where  special  circum- 
stances shall,  in  their  judgment,  render  the  same 
necessary,  to  assign  two  of  the  said  Justices  to 
attend  the  Circuit  Court  or  Courts,  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Justices  so  assigned,  to  attend  ac- 
cordingly: And  providsd  alio,  That  when  only 
one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  attend  any 
Circuit  Court,  and  the  District  Judge  shall  be  alh- 
sent,or  shall  have  been  of  counsel,  or  be  concerned 
in  interest  in  any  cause  then  pending,  such  Circuit 
Court  may  consist  of  the  said  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  alone. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  at 
any  time  only  one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  the  Judge  of  the  district,  ahall  sit  in  a  Circuit 
Court,  and  upon  a  final  hearing  of  a  cause,  or  of  a 
plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  they  shall  be 
divided  in  opinion,  it  shall  be  continued  to  the  suc- 
ceeding Court;  and  if  upon  the  second  hearing, 
4vhen  a  different  Jud^e  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
oe  present;  a  like  division  shall  take  place,  the  Dis- 
trict Judge,  adhering  to  his  former  opinion,  judg- 
ment shall  be  rendered  in  conformity  to  the  opinion 
of  the  presiding  Judge. 

Sec  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  Su- 
prenie  Court,  or,  when  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
not  be  sitting,  any  one  of  the  Justices  thereof,  to- 


gether with  the  Judge  of  the  dbtriei  within  wbich 
a  special  session,  as  hereafter  authorized,  ahall  be 
holden,  may  direct  special  aessiooe  of  the  Cireaii 
Courts   to  be  holden,  for  tlie  trial  of   eriminal 
causes,  at  any  convenient  place  within  the  district, 
nearer  to  the  place  where  the  offences  may  be  said 
to  be  committed  than  the  place  or  places  appoint- 
ed by  law  for  the  ordinary  seesiona:  That  the 
clerk  of  such  Circuit  Court  shall,  at  least  tkiity 
daya  before  the  commencement  of  each  special 
session,  cause  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the 
same  to  be  notified,  for  at  least  three  weeke  a«e- 
cessively,  in  one  or  more  of  the  newapapero  pub- 
lished nearest  to  the  place  where  the  aeeaion  is  to 
be  holden:  That  all  process,  writs,  and  recogni- 
zances of  every  kind,  whether  respecting  juries, 
witnesses,  bail,  or  otherwise,  which  relate,  to  the 
cases  to  be  tried  at  the  aaid  special  eeaaiona,  shall 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  such  setisioiM,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  issaed  or  taken 
in  reference  thereto:    That   any  special  session 
may  be  adjourned  to  any  time  or  times  previous 
to  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Circuit  Court : 
That  all  business  depending  for  trial  at  any  special 
Court,  shall,  at  the  close  uereof,  be  consiidered  as 
of  course  remo  ed  to  the  next  stated  term  of  the 
Circuit  Court:  And  that  the  District  Courts  of 
Maine  and  Kentucky  shall  have  like  power  to  hold 
special  sessions  for  the  trial  of  criminal  csnses,  as 
hath  been  heretofore  iriven  or  is  herebj  given  to 
the  Circuit  Courta,  subject  to  the  like  regniations 
and  restrictions. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  bail  for 
appearance  in  any  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  criminal  cause  in  which  bail  by  law  is  allowed, 
may  be  taken  by  any  Judge  of  the  United  States, 
any  Chancellor,  Judge  of  s  Supreme  or  Snperior 
Court,  or  chief  or  first  Judge  of  a  Coort  of  Com- 
mon Pleaa  of  any  State,  or  Mayor  of  s  city  in 
either  of  them,  and  by  any  person  having  avUior* 
ity  from  a  Circuit  Court,  or  the  Distriet  Cooits 
of  Maine  or  Kentucky,  to  take  bail ;  whk?b  avtboi^ 
ity,  revocable  at  the  discretion  of  such  Coort, 
any  Circuit  Court,  or  either  of  the  IKstrict  Coarts 
of  Maine  or  Kentucky,  may  give  to  one  or  more 
discreet  persons,  learned  in  the  law,  in  any  district 
for  which  such  Court  is  holden,  where,  from  the 
extent  of  the  district,  and  remoteness  of  its  parts 
from  the  usual  reskience  of  any  of  the  before 
named  officers,  such  provision  shall,  in  tlie  opinion 
of  the  Court,  be  necessary :  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  takii^  bail 
in  any  case  where  the  punishment  for  the  ofienes 
may  oe  death ;  nor  to  abridge  any  power  bcteto- 
fore  given  by  the  lawa  of  the  United  States  to  say 
description  of  persona  to  take  boil. 

Sec.  6.  Arui  be  ii  further  enacted.  That,  writs 
of  ne  exeat  and  of  injunction  may  be  granted  by 
any  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  cases  where 
they  might  be  granted  by  the  Supreme  or  s  (^ 
cuit  Court ;  but  no  writ  of  ne  exeat  shall  be  grass- 
ed unless  a  suit  in  equity  be  commenced,  and  sat- 
isfactory proof  shall  be  made  to  the  Court  or  Jod^s 
granting  the  same,  that  the  defendant  desigis 
quickly  to  depart  from  the  United  States;  ncr 
shall  a  writ  of  injunction  be  granted  to  stay  pro* 
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ceedings  in  any  Coart  of  a  State ;  nor  Bhall  sDch 
writ  be  granted  in  anvcase  withoat  reasonable  pre- 
TioQg  notice  to  the  adverne  party  or  his  attorney,  of 
the  time  and  place  of  moving^  for  the  same. 

Ssc.  6.  And  he  it  farther  enaetedf  That  snbpoe- 
nas  for  witnesses,  who  may  be  required  to  attend  a 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  any  district  thereof, 
may  run  into  any  other  district:  Pratided,  That  in 
civil  causes,  the  witnesses  Hvingr  out  of  the  district 
in  which  the  Court  is  holden,  do  not  live  at  a  great- 
er distance  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the  place 
of  holding  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  several  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require, 
to  make  rules  and  orders  for  their  respective 
Courts,  directing  the  returning  of  writs  and  pro- 
cesses, the  filing  of  declarations  and  other  plead- 
ings, the  takinff  of  rules,  the  entering  and  making 
up  judgments  oy  default^  and  other  matters  in  the 
vacation,  and  otherwise,  in  a  manner  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  regulate  the 
practice  of  the  said  Courts,  respectively,  as  shall  be 
fit  and  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  justice, 
and  especially  to  that  end  to  prevent  delays  in 
proceedings. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  where 
it  is  now  required  by  the  laws  of  any  State  that 
goods  taken  in  execution  on  a  writ  oX  fieri  faeiae 
shall  be  appraised,  previous  to  the  sale  thereof,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  appraisers  appointed  under 
the  authority  of  the  State  to  appraise  goods  taken 
in  execution,  on  a  fieri  faeiae  issued  out  of  any 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  such  writ  had  issued  out  of  a  Court  held 
under  the  authority  of  the  State ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  marshal  in  whose  custody  such 
goods  may  be  to  summon  the  appraiser8,'in  like 
manner  as  the  sheriff  is,  by  the  laws  of  the  State, 
required  to  summon  them;  and  the  appraisers 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  fees,  as  in  cases  of  ap- 
praisements under  the  laws  of  the  State :  and  if 
the  appraisers,  being  duly  summoned,  shall  fail  to 
attend  and  perform  the  duties  required  of  them,  the 
marshal  may  proceed  to  sell  such  goods  without  an 
appraisement 

Approved,  March  %  1798. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  and  places  of  holding  the 
Circuit  Courts  in  the  Easterp  District,  and  in  North 
Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sc.,  That  the  Spring  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  Eastern  District,  instead  of  being 
held  at  the  times  and  places  now  established  by 
law  for  holding  the  same,  shall,  from  henceforth, 
be  held  at  the  times  and  places  following,  respect- 
ively, namely:  for  the  district  of  New  York,  at 
New  York,  on  the  fifth  day  of  April :  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Connecticut,  at  New  Haven,  on  the  twen- 
ty-fifth day  of  April ;  for  the  district  of  Vermont 
at  Windsor  and  fiennington  alternatelv,  beginning 
at  the  first,  on  the  twelAh  day  of  May:  for  the 
district  of  New  Hampshire,  at  Portsmouth,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  May;  for  the  district  of 


Massachusetts,  at  Boston,  on  the  seventh  day  of 
June ;  and  for  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  at  New- 
port, on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June ;  and  if  any  of 
the  said  days  shall  happen  on  a  Sunday,  the  Courts, 
respectivelv,  shall  commence  and  be  holden  on  the 
dav  followmg.  And  all  causes  now  pending  in  the 
said  Courts,  and  all  appeals,  processes,  and  recogni- 
zances, returned  or  returnable  to  the  same,  and  all 
officers,  jurors,  parties,  and  witnesses,  shall  be  con- 
formable to  this  act 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  expiration  of  the  session  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  ef  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which  is 
to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  (which 
session  shall  be  held,  anything  in  this  act  notwith- 
standing, at  Newburn,)  the  stated  sessions  of  the 
said  Court  shall  be  held  at  Wake  Court-house, 
either  in  the  Court-house  belonging  to  the  said 
county,  or  in  some  convenient  building  contiguous 
thereto,  until  there  shall  be  convenient  accommoda- 
tions for  the  said  purpose  in  the  city  of  Raleicfh,  in 
the  said  State ;  after  which,  and  upon  its  being 
made  so  to  iippear  to  the  said  Court,  the  said  Court 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  at  the  close  of 
the  session  then  depending,  to  fidjourn  the  said 
Court,  to  meet  at  its  next  stated  session  in  the  city 
of  Raleigh,  which  said  city  of  Raleigh  ,shall  there- 
after be  the  place  at  which  the  stated  sessions  of 
the  said  Court  shall  be  constantly  held. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Inasmuch  as 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  quorum  of  Judges  to 
hold  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  business,  at 
November  term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  District  Judge  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
to  direct  the  clerk  of  the  said  Court  to  issue  such 
process  for  the  purpose  of  having  jurymen  sum- 
moned to  attend  the  said  Court,  at  the 'term  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  as  he  had 
before  issued  for  the  lixe  purpose,  returnable  to 
November  term  above  mentioned;  that  the  jury- 
men ordered  by  the  said  process  to  be  summoned 
shall  be  ordered  to  be  summoned  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  from  the  same  counties,  as  those  jury- 
men who  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  by  the 
process  returnable  at  November  term  above  men- 
tioned; and  the  marshal  is  to  execute  the  said 
process,  and  the  jurymen  legally  summoned  in 
consequence  thereof  are  to  attend  the  said  Court, 
under  the  like  penalties  for  disobedience,  as  if  the 
said  process  had  been  ortiered  to  be  issued  as  usual 
by  the  said  Court;  and  the  marshal  and  the  jury- 
men who  attend  at  the  said  Court  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  like  allowance  for  their  services  respectively. 
And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  all  suits  and  pro- 
ceedings, of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  which 
have  been  commenced  in  the  said  Court  and  not 
finished,  shall  be  proceeded  on  at  the  ensuing 
term,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  effect, 
as  if  the  said  Circuit  Court  had  been  regularly 
held  at  November  term,  as  aforesaid,  and  continu- 
ances had  been  regularly  held  of  all  such  suits  and 
proceedings  from  the  said  lost  mentioned  term  te 
the  ensuing  term. 

Approved,  March  3, 1793. 
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An  Act  Hupplementary  to  the  act  eotitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  more  effectually  for  the  Collectioo  of  the 
buties  imposed  by  law  on  Goods^  Wares,  and  Mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  Tonnage  of  Ships  or  Vessels. 

Be  it  enactedf  ^c,  That  there  shall  be  in  the 
State  of  Georgia  a  district,  to  be  called  the  district 
of  Hardwick,  to  comprehend  all  the  waters,  shores, 
bays,  harbors,  creeics,  and  rivers,  between  the 
South  point  of  Osaabow  island  and  the  South 
point  of  Warsaw  island;  that  in  the  said  district 
the  town  of  Hardwick  shall  be  the  only  port  of 
entry;  and  a  collector  for  said  district  shall  be 
appointed  to  reside  at  Hardwick ;  and  the  said 
collector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  like  fees 
and  the  same  yearly  allowance  which  is  paid  to  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  St  Mary*8  in  the  said 
State. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
mach  of  Lake  Champlain,  with  the  shores,  bajrs, 
and  rivers,  connected  therewith  as  lieth  within 
the  Sute  of  New  York,  shall  be  one  entire  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  district  of  Champlain ;  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  appoint  such  place,  within  said  district, 
to  be  the  port  or  entry  and  delivery  within  the  same 
as  he  may  deem  expedient ;  and  a  collector  for  the 
said  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  such 
place  within  said  district  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct,  who  shall  be  allowed  the 
same  fees  as  are  allowed  to  the  collector  in  the 
district  of  Vermont :  Provided,  nevertheieee,  That 
the  exception  contained  in  the  sixty-ninth  section 
of  the  act  above  mentioned,  relative  to  the  district 
of  liouiavilte,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  extended  to 
the  district  of  Champlain. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  Juno  next,  the  colleetors 
in  the  districts  of  Vermont  and  Champlain,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  fees  and  emoluments  which  may  accrue 
to  them  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of  impost 
and  tonnage  by  the  provisions  already  made,  shall 
severally  have,  and  be  entitled  to  receive,  the  yearly 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  each. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  June  next,  the  allowance 
of  one-half  per  centum  to  the  collectors  of  the 
districts  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  the  allowance  of  one  per  centum  to  the 
collectors  of  the  districts  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  and  of  Baltimore  on  the  amount  of  all  the 
moneys  by  them  respectively  received  on  account  of 
the  duties  of  impost  and  tonnage  shall  cease,  and, 
instead  thereof,  from  and  after  the  said  last  day  of 
June  next,  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall  be  entitled  to 
three-eighths  of  one  per  centum,  and  the  collectors 
of  the  districts  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  and  of 
Baltimore  shall  be  entitled  to  three-fourths  of  one 
per  centum  on  all  such  moneys  by  them  respectiv&- 
y  received. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  no  officer 
of  the  customs,  or  other  person  employed  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  gooda^  wares, 


and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  shall  owa, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  act  as 
agent,  attorney,  or  consignee,  for  the  owner  or 
owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  any  ean^o  or 
lading  on  board  the  same ;  nor  shall  mnj  of&etr  of 
the  customs,  or  other  person  employed  m  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  as  aforesaid,  import,  or  be  coo- 
cerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  importalioo  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  into  the  United 
States,  on  penaltv  that  every  person  so  offending, 
and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thst  •• 
much  of  the  twelfth  section  of  an  act  entitled  <^Ai 
act  making  alterations  in  the  Treaanry  and  War 
Departments,"  as  restricted  all  officers  of  the  United 
States  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  im- 
posed bv  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  or  vessels,  from  buying  or  disposing  of  the 
funds  or  debts  of  tlie  United  States,  or  of  any 
State,  or  of  any  public'  property  of  either,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  so  far  as  the  eanie  pro- 
hibits tliem  from  disposing  of  their  interest  in  the 
funds  or  debts  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of 
the  said  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  may,  if  be  shall  judge  it 
conducive  to  the  public  interest,  increase  tbeeompie- 
ment  of  mariners  to  the  several  revenue-cutters,  le 
that  the  number  do  not  exceed  seven  mariners  to 
each  cutter ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  ftrat  day  of 
April  next,  there  be  allowed,  in  lieu  of  the  compen- 
sations now  established,  to  the  master  of  each 
revenue-cutter,  forty  dollars  per  month  and  the  sub- 
sistence of  a  Captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States^  to  a  first  mate,  twenty-six  dollars  per 
month ;  to  a  second  mate,  twenty  dollars  per 
month ;  to  a  third  mate,  eighteen  dollars  per  month ; 
to  every  mate,  the  subsistence  of  a  lieutenant  (^ 
the  said  Army ;  and  to  each  mariner,  not  exceeding 
ten  dolUirs  per  month,  to  be  paid  by  the  collectore 
of  the  revenue  who  shall  be  designated  lor  thai 
purpose.  And  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Tkneasniy 
be,  and  he  is  herebv,  authorized  to  contiaet  for  the 
supply  of  rations  n>r  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
said  cutters,  on  such  terms  as  shall,  from  time  lo 
time,  appear  reasonable. 

Approved,  March  2,  1793. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  first  iostal- 
roent  aue  on  a  Loan  made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea. 

Be  it  enacted,  j'c.,  That  the  Presid^it  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  apply  two  hundred  thonaand  doltars 
of  the  monevs  which  may  have  been  borrowed  in 
pursuance  of'^the  fourth  secUon  of  the  aet  entitled 
**  An  act  making  provision  for  the  redaction  of  the 
Public  Debt,**  in  payment  of  the  first  instalmei^  doe 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  upon  a  loan  mads 
of  the  said  Bank,  in  pursuance  of  the  eleventh  aee- 
tion  of  the  act  for  incorporating  the  aabeeribwa  to 
the  said  Bank. 

Approved,  March  2, 1793. 
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An  act  fur  extending  the  time  for  Receiving  on  Loan 
that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  Sutea, 
wbicQ  may  not  be  subscribed  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  March,  ooe  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three. 

B«  it  enacted^  Ae,^  that  the  terms  for  receiving 
on  Loan  that  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  not  have  been  sub- 
scribed In  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
Debt  of  the  United  States,*'  be  extended,  firom  and 
after  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  until  the  last  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
ioclusivdy,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
are  contained  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United  States  :'*  iVo- 
cu/a2,  That  the  books  for  receiving  the  said  sub- 
scriptions shall  be  opened  only  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

Sbc  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  such  of 
the  creditors  of  the  United  States  as  have  not  sub- 
scribed, and  shall  not  subscribe  to  the  said  Loan, 
shall,  nevertheless,  receive,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  a  rate 
per  centum  on  the  amount  of  such  of  their  demands 
as  shall  have  been  registered,  conformable  to  thp 
directions  contained  in  the  said  act,  on  or  before 
the  last  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety -four,  equal  to  the  interest  which  would 
be  payable  to  them  as  subscribing  creditors 

Approved,  March  2,  1798. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  eatabliahment 
and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
pubiie  piers. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ae,^  That  all  expenses  which  shall 
accrue,  from  the  first  day  of  Juljr  next,  inclusively, 
for  the  necessaiT  support,  maintenance,  and  re- 
pairs of  all  light- bouses,  beacons,  buoys,  the  stake- 
age  of  channels  on  the  sea-coast,  and  public  piers, 
shall  continue  to  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States, 
until  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  notwithstand- 
ing such  light-houses,  beacons,  or  public  piers,  with 
the  lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belonging,  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall  not,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  ceded  to  or  vested  in  the  United  States 
by  the  State  or  States,  respectively,  in  which  the 
same  may  be ;  and  that  the  said  time  be  further 
allowed  to  the  States  respectively  to  make  such 
cession. 

Saa  2.  And  he  it  further  enaetid,  That  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  l>easury  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  cause  a  floating  beacon  or  buoy  to  be  provided 
and  placed  on  Smith's  Point  shoal,  in  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  a  beacon  or  floating  buoy  at  the 
Southwest  Straddle,  on  the  Royal  Shoal,  near 
Ocracoke  Inlet,  in  Xorth  Carolina. 

Approved,  March  2, 1798. 


An  Act  providing  an  annual  allowance  for  the  educa- 
tion of  Hugh  Mercer. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  an  annual  allowance 
to  be  made  for  the  educ  ation  of  Hugh  Mercer,  sooiallowance  to  witnesses  attending  the  late  commit- 


of  the  late  General  Mercer,  pursuant  to  the  reso* 
lution  of  the  former  Congress  of  the  date  of  the 
eighth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  shall  be  four  hundred  dollars  from 
the  time  for  which  he  has  been  last  paid  until  his 
education  shall  be  finished,  or  he  shall  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  And,  that  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  revise  and 
settle  the  account  of  the  said  Hugh  Mercer,  for  his 
pension  to  the  present  time ;  the  balance  of  which, 
as  also  the  annual  allowance  aforesaid,  as  they  shall 
become  due,  shall  be  pakl  to  his  guardian  at  the 
Treasury. 
Approved,  March  2, 1798. 

An  Act  makbg  certain  appropriations  therein  mea- 

tiooed 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That  there  be  appropriated 
to  the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  which  shall  come  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  (not  proceeding  from  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage),  and  not  heretofore  appro- 
priated, and  out  of  the  surplus  of  any  of  the  duties 
of  impost  and  tonnage,  which  may  accrue,  during 
the  present  year,  the  sum  of  fifty-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seven  dollars,  and  forty-one 
cents: 

For  purchasing  two  lots  of  ground,  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  and  for  erecting  other  buildings, 
and  purchasing  sundry  materials  and  necessaries 
for  the  use  of  the  Mint,  twelve  thousand  and  seven- 
ty-nine dollars,  and  seventy-eight  cents:  for  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint,  from  the  first 
day  of  July  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars,  and 
eighty-eight  cents :  for  the  salary  of  the  following 
officers  of  the  Mint,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three;  Director,  two 
thousand  dollars;  the  Assayer,  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  the  Chief  Coiner,  fifteen  hundred  dollars ;  the 
Engraver,  twelve  hundred  dollars ;  the  Treasurer, 
twelve  hundred  doUars ;  three  clerks,  five  hundred 
dollars  each,  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  workmen,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety- three,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  bringing  to  the  S^t  of 
€k)vemment,  the  votes  of  the  Electors  in  the  seve- 
ral States,  for  President  and  Vice-President,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  dollars:  for  discharging  the  claim  of 
Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  and  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Christopher  Greene,  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred dollars :  for  the  pay,  subsistence,  and  forage, 
due  to  Winthrop  Sargent,  as  Adjutant  General  to 
the  troops  late  under  the  command  of  General  St 
Clair,  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  for^ 
ty-five  cents;  for  paying  Dunlap  and  Claypoole, 
for  printing  performed  under  the  direction  of  a 
committee  of  the  Convention  of  the  United  States, 
four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars:  for  defraying 
certain  extra  expenses  of  the  Doorkeeper  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  for  clerk-bire,  and 
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tee  appointed-  to  inquire  into  the  failure  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  (General  St  Glair,  four  hundred 
dollars :  for  paying  the  principal  olerk  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Senate,  for  his  services,  from  the 
first  of  July  to  the  fourth  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  days,  at  three  dollars  per 
day,  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars:  for 
paying  the  same  clerk  for  his  services,  for  six 
months,  over  and  above  his  former  allowance,  five 
hundred  and  forty  •seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents: 
for  six  months*  additional  pay  to  the  engrossing 
el  rk,  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars :  for  ex- 
tr&  services  of  the  Doorkeeper,  during  the  present 
session,  ninety-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents :  for  de- 
fhiying  the  expense  attending  the  stating  and 
printing  the  public  accounts,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Oder  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
t  iirtieth  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
an  1  ninety-one,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight  hundred 
dollars :  for  paying  the  account  of  the  Trustees  of 
Wilmington  Public  Grammar  School  and  Academy, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars 
and  sixty-four  cents :  to  make  good  so  much  de- 
fioient  in  the  appropriation  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pub- 
lic piers,  a  suni  not  exceeding  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents :  for  building 


a  light-house  on  Montauk  point,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  thousand  dollars :  for  completing  the 
light-house  on  Baldhead,  at  the  month  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  two  thousand  dollars :  for  the  salaries 
of  clerks,  not  exceeding  three,  io  be  employed  ia 
the  ofiBce  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  at 
the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  fifteen 
hundred  dollars :  for  defraying  the  expense  of  books 
and  printing,  incident  to  the  acts  for  recording  the 
registering  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  enrolling  and 
licensing  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
Approved,  March  2,  1798. 


An  Act  making  addition  to  the  oompenaatioii  of 

tain  Public  Offioem 

Be  it  enacted,  Ae.^  That  there  be  allowed  to  the 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars ;  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  and  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum^ 
in  addition  to  the  compensation  already  allowed 
to  them  respectively,  to  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  April  next,  payable  in  like  maimer  as  the  present 
compensations  are  payable. 

Approved,  March  2, 1798. 
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loan  in  the  certificates  or  notes  of  such 

States  as  shall  have  balances  doe  them  on 

a  final  settlement  of  their  accounts  with 

the  United  States  -     880,  884,  840, 

bill  passed    -  .  -  .  . 

is  rejected  by  the  Senate     ... 

Baldhead.  (N.  C.)  bill  passed  for  finishing  the 

light-house  on      - 
Baldwin,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 
sentation ..... 
on  the  Public  Debt   .... 
on  the  President's  Speech    ... 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  bill  providing  for  the 
reimbursement  of  the  loan  made  o(  pre- 
sented, read  twice,  and  committed 
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SSI 


961 


690 


844 

851 
862 

488 

ITS 
616 
70S 


761 


INBBZ  TO   DEBATES   AND  PROCEEDINGS  IK  THE  HOUSE. 


Vll 


Page. 

Bank  of  the  United  States^  debate  thereon  in 

Committee            ...        753,  755 

further  oiinaideration  of  the  bill      -           •  897 

bill  passed    -           *           •           .            .  898 
Bankruptcy,  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 

bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  166,  708 

bill  presented          •            -            •            -  741' 
Banks,  John,  bill  passed  directing  a  sum  of  money 

to  be  passed  to  the  rredit  of        -            •  898 
Barnwell,  Mr.,  remarks  ot,  on  the  ratio  of  Re- 
presentation         -           -           -           -  172 
on  Mr.  Giles's  resolutions     ...  907 
Beckley,  John,  elected  Clerk       ...  142 
Blair,  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  Chaplain           -            -  148 
Boudinot,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  Re- 
presentation        -           •           -           -  169 
on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  00 

the  petition  of  John  Torrey         •            -  164 

on  the  pay  of  the  late  Army           •            -  814 

OD  Mr.  Giles's  resolutions     -            -        932,  947 

Boundary,  bill  for  determining  the  Northern,  of 

the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States 

by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  presented  788 

bill  passed    -           .           .            -           .  828 

0. 

Canadian  refugees,  petition  from  certain,  praying 
Compensation  for  looses  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  their  adhering  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  referred  to  a  committee  -    684 
Ceracchi,  Joseph,  report  on  the  memorials  of     -    698 
Chaplain,  election  of       -            -            •         1*48,  669 
Charleston,  (S.  C.)  petition  of  sundry  merchants 

of,  in  relation  to  the  Court  of  Admiralty     670 
resoluti<in  of  the  House  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  ....    578 

Churchman,  John,  debate  on  the  question  of  re- 
ferring the  petition  of,  to  a  select  commit- 
tee ....        812,  815 
report  of  the  committee  read  and  laid  on  the 

table        -  -  •  -  -    866 

report  agreed  to      -  -  -    431 

bill  enabling  him  to  prosecute  his  obeerrations 
concemhig  the  magnetic  needle,  presented    486 
Circuit  Courts,  tSenate  bill  for  altering  the  time 
for  holding,  in  certain  districts^  amended 
and  paMed  ....    549 

Senate  bill  for  altering  the  places  for  hold- 
ing oertaiu,  amended  and  passed  -    899 
Claims  agaiuiit  the  United  Statea,  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  a  bill  for  the  settlement  of 
such  as  are  not  barred  by  acts  of  limitation    ^32 
bill  presented           -            •            •  -    769 
bill  laid  on  the  table            -            -  -    804 
bill  passed    -            -            -            •  -    828 
Clark,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  Represen- 
tation       -            -            -            -        164,  186 
Clazton,  Thomas,  appointed  Ansistant  Doorkeeper     142 
Clearances,  the  Collectors  in  the  United  States 

to  be  furnished  with  printed        -  -    601 

Clerk,  election  «»f  ....     142 

resolution  that  he  be  deemed  to  continue  in 
office  until  his  successor  is  appointed      -    964 
Coasting  trade,  amendments  of  the  tSenate  to  the 
bill  respecting  vessels  employed  in  the, 
referred  to  a  committee    •  -  -    869 

amcndment9  to  the  bill  concurred  in  -     ib 

Cod  fisheries  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 

on  the  Senate  bill  for  encouragement  of  862, 882, 

891,  897 


Pngt. 
Cod  fisheries,  bill  reported  to  the  House  -    400 

bill  passed   *  -    401 

Coins,  debate  on  the  subject  of  a  stamp  for  the 

United  States       -  -  -        484,  487 

proposition  to  engrave  the  President's  head 
on  the,  rejected    ....    486 
Commerce,  bill  for  the  promotion  of,  pesented  -    884 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  bill  maaing  an  ad- 
dition to  the  compensation  of  the,  passed    964 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  bill  making  compensa- 
tion to  the,  presented      ...    597 
bill  passed    -  -  -  .  .    593 

Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Creek 
Indiana,  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  reimburse  certain  extra  expenses  of    728 
bill  presented  -  .  -    726 

amended  and  laid  on  the  table       -  -    729 

bill  rejected  -  -  -  -    786 

Congress,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill 
to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  aunual  meet- 
ing of       -  -  -  •    576 
bill  tixing  the  time  for  meeting  of,  passed  •    891 
Senate  amendments  to  the  bill  disagreed  to  ^96 
Cf>mmitt«ie  of  conference  appointed  thereon  -    899 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  bill  from  the  Senate 

in  relation  to^  amended  and  passed         -    649 
Contested  electioa--<iSM  Omtr^a  Otmietied  EUe- 

tion.) 
Contested  elections,  debate  on  the  resolution  to 

appoint  a  committee  on   -  -  -    144 

Cook,  David,  debate  on  the  bill  for  relief  of       -    817 

bdl  amended  ....    319 

passed  ...?..    220 

Copper  coinage,  bill  relative  to,  engrossed  -    771 

bill  passed    .....    772 

Complanter,  a  cop^  of  the  message  of,  read  and 

ordered  to  ho  on  the  table  -  -    791 

Courts  of  the  United  States,  motion  to  recommit 

the  bill  for  regulating  processes  in  the  -  681 
recommitment  of  the  bill  ...  688 
bill  reported  and  passed      •  -  •     ib 

a  conference  agreed  to  on  amendments       -    592 
report  of  the  managers  of  the  conference    -    594 
the  Attorney  General  directed  to  report  a 
table  of  costs  and  fees  for  the     -  -    801^ 

Creditors  of  the  United  States,  memorial  of  sun- 
dry -     ,     -  -  -    748 
Cutting,  John  Brown^  bill  relative  to  the  claim 

ot,  passed  ....    599 


D. 

Dalley,  OiflTord,  appointed  Doorkeeper  -  -    142 

Dayton,  Mr.,  reiuarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 
sentation -----    149 
on  Mr.  Giles's  resolutions    -  -  -    956 

Debates,  Mr.  Gerry*s  resolutions  respecting  the 

publication  of  the  -  -    56S 

resolutions  committed  ...    555 

Debt,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for,  amended  and  passed  -    589 
the  House  recedes  from  the  amendment     -    691 
Debt  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  supptementary 

to  the  art  making  provision  tor,  presented    540 
discussion  on  the  bill  ...    694 

Defeat  of  General  St.  Clair,  debate  on  the  subject    490 
debate  on  the  resolution  to  notify  the  Secre- 
taries of  War  and  the  Trea!*ury  of  the 
time  when  the  House  proposes  to  go  into 
an  investigation  of  the  subject     -  -    679 
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Defeat  of  General  St  Glair,  Committee  of  the 
Whole  is  discharged  from  further  conside- 
ration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the,  and  the  said 
report  recommitted  ...    689 

Departmeats,  appointment  of  a  committee  to  in- 
quire and  report  what  alterations  are  ne* 
cessary  in  the  act  creating  the  Treasury 

and  Wdr 828 

•  report  of  the  committee  read  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole       •  -    481 

Disabled  officers,  debate  on  Mr.  Greenup's  resolu- 
tions for  placing  certain,  on  the  pension  list    864 
resolutions  adopted  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee  ....    866 

bill  for  placinfl^  them  on  the  pension  list  pre- 
sented, read  the  third  time,  and  committed    87  6 
Distilled  spirits,  petition  for  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties on       -  -  •  <•  -    1*76 
petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  imposing  du- 
ties on      -            -           -           -  -    299 
Dome^ic  Debt,  bill  passed  extending  the  time  for 

receiving  a  part  of  the      ...    906 
Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  appointed      -  -    142 

are  deemed  to  continue  in  their  offices  until 
their  successors  are  appointed      -  -    964 

Doorkeepers,  Senate  bill  fixing  the  compensation 

of  the,  amended  and  passed,  -    689 

Senate  disagrees  to  the  last  amendment      -    641 
House  recedes  from  said  amendment  -    542 

Duties,  bill  authorizing  the  remission  of,  in  certain 

cases,  passed         ....    589 
Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
provision  for   the  collectioo  of  certain, 
amended  and  passed        ...    898 


Elections,  standing  committee  of,  appointed       -    145 

Slholm,  Christian,  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War     ....    481 

Equestrian  statue  to  General  Washington,  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  and  report  the 
best  mode  of  carrying  into  effect  the  re* 
solution  of  Congress  respecting  the  -    228 

Estimates  of  appropriation,  proceedings  of  the 
House  in  Committee  ot  the  Whole  on  the 
subject  of  -  -  -  -        785, 745 

Exports,  abstracts  of  returns  of  duties  on,  to  be 

printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  -  •    582 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  called  upon  for  a 
statement  of  the  quantity  and  ?alue  o( 
fipom  each  State    ....    582 
report  of  the  Secretary  laid  before  the  House    558 

F. 

Fees,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill  to  esta- 
blish, in  the  Treasury  Depaitment,  for  the 
transfer  of  public  securities         -  -    868 

bill  presentee!  ....    869 

Finances,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  called  upon 

for  information  respecting  the      •  -    829 

Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 
sentation   -  .  -  .        177, 190 
is  appointed  on  the  committee  of  inquiry  into 

the  causes  of  General  St  Clair  s  defeat    -    555 
remarks  of,  on  resolution  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his  opinion 
of  the  best  mode  of  raising  additional  sup- 
plies .....    447 


Findley,  Mr.,  on  the  Public  Debt            -            •  521 
on  the  President's  Speech    -            -            -  712 
on  the  reductiun  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment        -           -           -           -           -  781 
on  Mr.  Giles's  resolutions    -              918, 948,  96S 
Fisheries,  bill  fur  protection  of  the  river  aod  bay, 

presented  ....  59s 

Fore^  coins.  Senate  bill  regulating,  passed      •  599 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  00  the 

bill  from  the  Senate  regulating   -  -  7tS 

amended  and  reported  to  the  Hooee  -  728 

bill  recommitted      -  •  •  -  7S9 

bill  passed    -  •  -  -  -  &5S 

Foreign  nations,  bill  to  continue  in  force  and  to 
amend  the  act  respecting  interoooree  with, 

presented  ....  740 

bill  passed    -  -  -  -  -  82S 

France,  resolution  expressing  the  satiafactioo  of 
the  House  at  the  receipt  of  the  inteiligeoce 
that  the  King  of,  had  accepted  the  CoiMti- 

tution  tendered  him  by  the  Freodi  people  456 
Franking  privilege,  condensed  view  of  the-ai^go- 

meuts  on  the  motion  to  abolish  the  -  252 

motion  to  abolish  the,  negatived      -  -  254 

Mr.  Wadsworth's  motion  to  withdraw  the  -  275 

debate  on  the  motion  ...  s^s 

motion  negatived     ....  «S6 
Frontiers,  consideration  of  the  bill  making  more 

effectual  provision  for  the  protection  ot  the  HI 
further  consideration  of  the  bill       •          849,  S54 

amendments  to  the  bill  reported     -  -  854 

bill  passed    •  .  -  .  .  S55 

committee  of  conference  on  the  ameDdmeDts  480 

report  of  the  committee       -  ...  4^ 

bill  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for 

the  protection  of  the,  presented  -  -  551 

debate  00  Uie  bill    -  -         660, 566 

bill  amended  and  ordered  to  be  ei^groawd  •  588 

further  debate  on  the  bill    .  -  .  &69 

bill  passed    -  .  -  -  •  572 

Senate  amendments  to  the  bOl  amended  and 

agreed  to  ....  589 

amendments  of  the  House  to  the  Senate 

amendments  concurred  in  -  •  584 

Fugitives  from  justice,  Senate  bill  respecting, 

passed      .....  861  "^ 


G. 

Galliopolis,  petition  of  inhabitants  of      -  -    869 

report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table   -    875 
committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  biil  pur- 
suant to  the  report  ...    884 
bill  presented           ....    889 

bill  passed 895 

Garanger,  Lewis,  committee  appointed  to  report 
a  bill  to  authorixe  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts ofc  -  -  -  -  -    781 
bill  presented           ....    7$| 
bill  rejected  by  the  Senate  -            •            -    869 
Georgia,Rhode  Island  and  ProvidenoePlantatioos, 
committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
continue  the  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
CongrcM  to  certain  acts  of  said  States    -J  408 
bill  reported             ....    40$ 
Georgia  contested  election,  petition  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son, contesting  the  legality  of  the  electioo 
of  Mr.  Wayne,  laid  on  the  table  -  -    176 
called  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Kleciions  -           -           -           -           -    194 
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Georgia  oootetted  election,  report  of  tbe  commit- 
tee, Uud  on  the  table        ... 
takeo  op  end  committed  to  a  Ckimmittee  of 
the  Whole 


196 


200 
210 
212 
428 
429 
46S 
472 


remarks  of  Mr.  Wajne  on  the  repoi 

report  agreed  to  by  the  Houae 

commencement  of  the  trial  - 

trial  postponed 

trial  resumed 

decision  of  the  House  thereon 

further  action  of  the  House  respecting  the 

475,  477 
Mr.  Wayne's  seat  decUred  recant,  and  the 
Speaker  requested  to  inform  the  Execu- 
tive of  G^rgia  thereof     .  -  - 
Gerry,  Mr.,  remariu  ot,  on  the  ratio  of  Bepre- 
sentation  -            -            -            -        168, 
on  the  fishery  bill    -           -           -  - 
on  the  publication  of  the  debates     - 
Gibson,  Qeorge,  biU  to  compensate  the  serrices 

of  paswd  *  .  . 

Giles,  Mfn  remarks  o(  on  the  ratio  of  Repre 
sentation  .  .  -  -  • 

on  tbe  bill  respecting  the  cod  fisheries     868,  897 
on  tbe  apportionment  bill    '  '  /    ^^ 

on  his  resolutions  relatiye  to  Loans  and  Fi- 
nances      ... 
OD  his  resolutions  respecting  the  official  con- 
duct of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Oilman,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Post  Office 

bill 

Gk>ld  and  silver  coins,  President  requested  to 
cause  assays  to  be  made  at  the  Mint  of  the 

gold  and  silver  coins  of  England,  France, 
pain,  and  Portugal  ... 

report  of  the  assays  made,  laid  on  the  table 
Goodhue,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 
sentation .  .  -  -  - 
Greene,  Catharine,  (widow  of  (General  Greene,) 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  petition  of           •           .            • 
Committee  of  the  Whole  disdiarged  from 
further  consideration  of  the  subject 
Greene,  General  Nathaniel,  resolution  indemni 
fying  the  estate  of,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole 
resolution  amended  and  reported    - 
debate  on  tbe  resolution 
resolution  agreed  to           -           * 
bill  indemnifying  the  estate  o(  presented 
bill  read  a  second  time 
read  tbe  third  time  and  passed 
bill  amended  by  the  Senate 
amendments  agreed  to         - 
Greene,  Kev.  Ashbel,  appointed  Chaplain 


479 

190 
870 
668 


.    600 
178 


-    886 


.    928 


866 


782 
801 

172 


-    816 


880 


424 

427 

464 

687 

638 

640 

661 

677 

ibi 

669 


Paga 

Hamilton,  Rufus,  House  refuse  to  grant  the  peti- 
tion of      -  -  -  -  -    177 

Hanson,  Alexander  Contee,  bill  for  compensation 

of,  presented        -  .  .  .    35^ 

bill  rejected  ....    374 

Hartley,  Mr,  remarks  o(  on  the  petition  of  Ca- 
tharine Greene     -  .  .  -.    328 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment       .           -           .           .  .    779 
00  the  pay  of  the  late  Army           •  -    824 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  Loan        -           •    844 

Hazen,  Moses,  petition  o^  pntying  settlement  of 
a  claim  against  the  United  States,  laid  on 
the  table  -  -  •  .  .    179 

Hailewood,  Commodore,  memorial  of,  laid  on  the 

table         .....    ^*j^ 

Heister,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 
sentation -  .  .  .  .    139 

Henderson,  Joseph,  bill  for  adjustment  of  a  datm 

of,  presented        ....    343 
passed 334 

Hillhouse,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  ratio  of  Re- 
presentation        -  -  •  .    139 

Hindman,  William,  (of  Maryland,)  elected  in  the 

room  of  Mr.  seney  ...    335 

appears  and  takes  his  seat  ...    353 

House,  proceeds  to  the  Senate  Chamber  to  receive 

the  President's  Address    -  -        148,  670 

proceeds  to  the  residence  of  the  President  to 
deliver  to  him  the  answer  to  his  Address    147 

Hudson,  (New  York,)  petition  of  inhabitants  oi; 
praying  that  that  place  may  be  made  a 
port  of  entry         ....    790 

Humiliation  and  prayer.  President  of  the  United 

States  requested  to  recoomiend  a  day  of  -    689 


Imports  and  Tonnage^  abstract  returns  of  duties 

on,  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House    682 

Imposts  and  Tonnage,  bill  relative  to  the  com- 
pensation of  officers  employed  in  collecting 
the  duties  on,  presented  -  .  .    669 

bill  laid  on  the  taUe  -  -    684 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  debate  on  the  subject  of    166 

India  and  China,  memorial  from  sundry  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia  relative  to  the  trade 
to^  committed       ....    427 
memorial  from  sundry  merchants  of  New 
York  on  the  same  subject,  committed      -    481 

Indian  Tribes,  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  .... 

bill  to  regulate  trade  with,  presented 
bill  amended  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
consideration  of  the  amendments 
bill  recommitted      -  .  . 


Habmrn,  William,  memorial  of,  settinaforth  his 
application  to  the  Judges  of  £e  United 
States  Circuit  Court  for  Pennsylvania  to  be 
placed  upon  the  pension  list^  and  their  re- 
fusal to  take  cognizance  of  his  case         -    666 
report  on  the  memorial  laid  00  the  table    -    669 
Half-pay,  debate  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
tne  motion  to  grant,  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  officers  killed  in  the  service    -    862 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee  -    862 

biU  presented,  pursuant  to  the  resolution    -    868 
bill  amended  and  laid  on  the  table  •  •    868 

2d  Con.— 47 


an  amendatorv  bill  reported 
laid  on  the  table      ... 
bill  passed   -  .  .  . 

Senate  amendments  concurred  in    - 
Indians,  Mr.  Steele's  motion  for  a  committee  to 

inquire  into^  and  report  the  number  at 

present  in  arms  against  the  United  States 
memorial  of  D.  L.  Morell,  suggesting  a  plan 

for  the  civilization  of  the  - 
bill  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  treaty  in  the 

Northwestern,  presented  - 
amended  and  laid  on  the  table 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 


684 
781 
749 
760 
762 
761 
811 
828 
896 


866 


-    414 

886 
898 
894 
896 
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iDterest,  bill  passed  proyiding  for  the  allowance 
of,  on  a  sam  of  money  ordered  to  be  paid 
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on  the  pay  of  the  late  Army            •  -    818 
Seoey^  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  ratio  of  Repre- 
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ooncufrence  of  the  House    .  .  - 

Trial  of  tbe  Georgia  Contested  Election 

decision  thereon    .... 

TVumbuU.  Jonathan,  (Conn.,)  elected  Speaker    • 

thanks  of  the  House  voted  to  -  - 

Tucker,  Joaeph,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
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sentation -  .  .  •  .    186 

Votes  for  President  and  Vice-President,  report  of 

the  Conunittee  appointed  to  ezamme  the    878 
list  of  the  Toles       -  •  -    874 


Wabash  and  lUinois  Indians,  Treaty  of  Peace 

concluded  with  the  ...    074' 

Wadsworth,  Mr.,  remarks  oi  on  the  motion  for 

reducing  the  Military  Establishment       •    778 
Washington,  General,  appointment  of  a  committee 

on  the  subject  of  an  equestrian  statue  of    228 
Wate,  Jason,  petition  of  -  -  .    200 

Wayne,  Anthony,  legality  of  the  election  o(  con- 
tested by  Mr.  Jackaoa  -    176 
remarks  oi;  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 

whom  Mr.  Jackson's  petition  was  referred    210 
leave  granted  him  to  employ  counsel  •    467 

electwn  of,  dedared  illegal  -  -    472 

feat  of^  declared  to  be  vacant         -  -    479 


14S 

149 

848 

694 

597 

212 
216 
217 

729 
78t 

720 


852 
861 


527 


164 

876 
691 


848 


Wheaion,  Joseph,  appointed  Seigeant«t-AraBB  * 
White,  Mr,  remarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  Repreeep- 
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